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Pier  and  Harbonr  Proyiiional  Orders  (Ho.  8)  Bill  (Ho.  139)— Bead  3*  (according 
to  Older),  and  passed. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (Ho.  4)  Bill  (Ho.  142)— Read  3'  (according 

to  Ordvr),  and  passed. 

Local  Ooverttm9nt  Provisional  Orders  (Ho.  11)  Bill  (Ho.  121)-Bead  3»  (accord- 

ing  to  Order),  with  the  Amendment,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

LooalOovernment  Provisional  Orders  (Ho.  13)  Bill  (Ho.  125)— Read  3*  (accord- 
ing to  Order),  with  the  Amendments,  and  pa«»ei,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Industrial  SohOOls  Bill  [h.l.]  (Ho.  152)— House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) : 
Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  and  re-commibted  to  the  Standing  Committee. 

Looomotive  Threshing  Engines  Bill  (Ho.  158)— Amendments  reported  (according 
to  Order),  and  Bill  to  he  read  3*  To-morrow. 

Statute  Law  Eevision  Bill  [h.l.]  (Ho,  161)— Read  2*  (according  to  Order) ;  and 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Statute  Law  Berision  Bills  and  Consolidation 
Bills. 

Coal  Hines  (Check  Weigher)  Bill  [h.l.]  (Ho.  158)— House  in  Committee  (accord- 
ing  to  Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  and  reHwmmitted  to  the  Standing 
Committee     «,.  ...  .,«  ««•  •••  •••         3 

COMMONS,    MONDAY,    JULY     16. 
PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 


-o- 


London  fitreet^  and  Buildings  Bill  (by  Order)— 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That,  in  the  case  of  the  London  Streete  and  Buildings  {rs-eoMtniHed)  BUI,  Standing 
Orders  84,  214,  215,  and  239  he  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  taken  into 
consideration  provided  amended  prints  shall  have  been  previously  deposited.^' 
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London  Streets  and  Buildings  Bill — continued. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  oat  from  the  word  "  That,"  to  the  end  of 
the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words  ''  the  Bill  be  considered  upon 
this  day  three  months," — {3fr,  Howell.) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  oat  stand  part  of 
the  Question  *'  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...        7 

After  short  Del>atOy  Question  pnt^  and  agrtfed  19  ***     «  ...'10 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

.Bill  considered. 

New  Clause — 

(Drainage  of  Sites  of  Houses.) 
"  The  site  of  eyery  house  and  premises  to  be  built  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  shall  be 

drained  in  such  a  mann#r  as  to  carry  avay  all  surface  ^aten  aad  such  drainage  shall 

be  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Local  Authority/*— (ifr.  Weir,) 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time  •••  ...  ...         11 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived. 

After  Clause  210,  insert  the  following  Clause  : — 

(Transfer  of  Powers  to  Local  Authority). 

210a.  *'  After  the  passing  of  this  Act  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council  on  the  applica- 
tion of  any  Local  Authority  to  transfer  to  such  Local  Authority  any  of  the  powers 
conferred  by  this  Act  upon  the  Council,  and  thereupon  all  the  prorisions  of  tlds  Act 
and  all  bye-laws  made  thereunder  relating  to  powers  so  transferred  shall  be  construed 
as  if  the  Local  Authority  were  named  therein  instead  of  the  Council,*  —  (5f  r  C,  DUke.) ' 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time  ...  •••  •••       12 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ^'  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

After  Debate,  Motion  and  Clause,  bj  leave,  withdrawn  ...  •••       13 

Ordered^  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time, — (Jdr.  J.  Stuart.) 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


Q  UE  STIONS. 


Export  of  Opium  to  China — Question,  Mr.  J.   E.   Ellis ;  Answer,   The 

Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler). 
Criminal   Appeals   at    Salem — Questions,  Mr.  Crosfield  ;  Answers,  The 

Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler). 
NiGARAOUA  Canal — Questions,  Colonel  Howard  Vincent,  Sir  E.  Harland  ; 

Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  E.  Grey)       15 
Telegraphic  Blunders — Questions,  Sir  G.  Osborne  Morgan,  Mr.  Bartley ; 

Answers,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  A.  Morley)  •••  •••       16 

Departmental     Report     on    Railway    Accidents  —  Question,    Mr. 

Channing  ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Bryce)         17 
The  Ponsonby  Estate — Questions,  Mr.   T.  W.  Russell,    Mr..  Brodrick  ; 

Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley). 
Evicted  Farms  in  Ireland — Questions,  Mr.  T.  W,  Russell,  Mr.  Carson  ; 

Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)  •••       18 

Outdoor  Relief  to  Irish  EviOted  Tenants  —  Question,    Mr.    T.    W. 

Russell ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)      •••       19 
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St.  Auqustine^s   Boys^   School,    Kilburn — Question,    Mr.    Channing 

Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Mr.  Acland)  •• 

The  Ayr  County  Committee — Question,  Mr.  Birkmyre  ;  Answer,   The 

Secretary  for  Scotland  (Sir  G.  Trevelyan). 
The  Fog  Horn  at  the  Start  Point — Question,  Mr.  Mildmay ;  Answer, 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Bryce)  ...  ...       26 

Habitual  Inebriates — Question,  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 

of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Asquith). 
Irish  Prison-Made   Mats — Question,   Mr.  Quilter ;  Answer,   The   Chief 

Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley). 
Trawling  in  Scotland — Question,  Dr.  Macgregor ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 

for  Scotland  (Sir  G.  Trevelyan)      ...  •••  •••  •••       27 

The   Drowning  Disaster  in   Clew   Bay — Question,  Dr.  R.  Ambrose ; 

Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley). 
The  Congo   Free   State — Question,  Mr.  Stuart- Wortley ;  Answer,  The 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  E.  Grey)  •••       28 

The  Contract  f,or  Police  Boots — Questions,  Captain  Norton ;  Answers, 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Asquith). 
The  Employment   of  Discharged   Soldiers — Question,  Major  Rasch; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman)    •••       29 
Commissions   in  the  Army — Question,  Mr.  Macdona ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman)  ...  ...       30 

France  and  the  Congo  Treaty — Question,  Mr.  Stuart- Wortley;  Answer, 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  E.  Grey). 
Occupying  Tenants  in  Ireland — Question,  Mr.  Bartley ;  Answer,  The 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  W.  Harcourt). 
Inland  Revenue  Officers — Question,  Mr.  Tully  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor 

of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  W,  Harcourt)  ...  ...  ...       31 


ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 


Tinanca  Bill  (No.  303)— 

Bill,  as  amended,  further  considered. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  12,  line  30,  after  the  Word  ''of,"  to  insert 
the  words — • 

"  Any  property  whfch  is  by  virtue  of  the  statute  of  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  George  the 
Third,  chapter  seventy-three,  not  liable  to  Legacy  Duty,  and  such  property  shall  not 
be  aggregated  with  any  other  property  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  rate  of  Estate 
Duty,  or,*'— (5ir  J.  Luhhock.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  "       ...  ...       ^2 
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Finance  Bill — continued. 
After  short  Debate,  Ameadmeni,  by  leave,  withdrawn  •••  .••       36 

Ameadment  proposed,  io  page  12,  line  31,  to  leave  oat  the  words  "tweotj- 

five,"  and  insert  the  words  "  fifty-two," — (^r.  Bartley.) 
Question  proposed,  *^  That  the  words  '  twenty-five '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 
After  short  Debate,  Qaestton  pat,  and  agreed  io  ,.,  •••  •••       37 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  12,  line  37,  after  the  word  *^  section,"  to 
insert  the  words — 

*'  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Treasury  to  remit  the  Estate  Duty  or  aay  other  duty  leviable 
on  or  with  reference  to  death  ia  respect  of  any  such  pictures,  printSi  books, 
manuscripts,  or  antiquities  as  appear  to  the  Treasury  to  be  of  national  or  historic 
interest,  and  to  be  gfiven  or  bequeathed  for  natlooal  purposes,  or  to  any  County 
Council  or  Biunicipal  Corporation,  and  no  property  the  duty  in  respect  of  which  is  bo 
remitted  shall  be  aggregated  with  any  other  property  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the 
rate  of  Estate  Duty,"— (5tr  W,  HarcouH.) 

Question  proposed,  ^^  That  those  words  be  there  inserted "      •••  •••       38 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  in  line  2,  to  leave  oat 
from  the  word  "  any "  to  the  word  "  given,"  in  line  4,  and  insert  the 
word  "  property," — {Mr.  Gibson  Bowles,) 

Question  proposed,  ^^  That  the  words  'sach  pictures,  prints,  books, 
manuscripts,^  stand  part  of  the  proposed  Amendment." 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ...  •••  ...       40 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  in  line  3,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "antiquities,"  and  insert  the  words  "other  objects," — {^Sir  J. 
Ltibhoch,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  'antiquities'  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment "  •••  ..•  ...  »••       41 

After  short  Debate,  Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave, 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  in  line  3,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "or," — {Sir  J.  Lubbock,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  or '  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Amendment"  •••  •••  ...  •••  ...       42 

After  short  Debate,  Question  pat,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  in  line  3,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  antiquities,"  and  insert  the  words  "  works  of  art  or  scientific 
collections," — {Sir  W.  Harcourt.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  proposed  Amendment "  ...  ...  •••  •••       43 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  in  line  4,  after  the 
word  "  national,"  to  insert  the  word  "  scientific,"— (Sir  J.  Lubbock.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  in  line  5,  after  the 
word  "  purposes,"  to  insert  the  words  "  or  to  any  university  or  learned 
body," — {Mr.  Freeman- Mitford.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed 
Amendment"  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••«       44 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amead- 
ment to  leave  out  the  words  "  or  learned  body," — {Mr.  Courtney)        •••       45 
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FiHAXCK  Bill — continued. 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment"    ...  .«•       46 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Words,  as  amended,  inserted. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  12,  line  37,  at  end,  add — 
*'  Sstate  Duty  shall  not  be  payable  in  respect  of  any  pension  or  annuity  payable  by  the 
Goyemment  of  British  India  to  the  widow  or  child  of  any  deceased  officer  of  such 
Goyemment,  notwithstanding  that  the  deceased  contributed  during  his  lifetime  to 
any  fund  out  of  which  such  pension  or  annuity  is  paid/* — (^Sir  W,  Haroourt,) 

Question,  ^'  That  those  words  be  there  added,**  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  12,  line  37,  after  the  last  Amendment,  to 

insert  the  words — 
"  Bstate  Duty  shall  not  be  payable  in  respect  of  manuscripts  which  haye  been  published 

by  the  Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  and  which,  since  such  publication,  haye 

neither  been  alienated  by  sale  or  gift," — (^Mr,  Thornton,') 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  *'    ...  •••         48 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put: — The  House  divided: — ^Aje8l74; 
Noes  236.— (Division  List,  No.  182)  ...  ...  ...       50 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  12,  line  37,  after  the  last  Amendment,  to 

insert  the  words — 
'*  (1)  Notwithstanding  anything  in  this  Act  contained  no  Bstate  Duty  or  further  Estate 

]>uty  shall  be  leyiable  in  respect  of  property  passing  on  the  death  of  a  deceased 

person — 

(a)  which  is  giyen  or  deyolyes  to  or  for  the  benefit  of  any  of  the  Royal  Family ;  or 

(b)  which  is  giyen  or  devolyes  to  or  for  the  education  or  maintenance  of  poor 
children  in  Ireland,  or  the  support  of  any  public  charitable  institution  in  Ireland, 
or  for  any  purpose  merely  charitable. 

(2)  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  clause  contained  shall  exempt  any  property 
passing  on  the  death  of  a  deceased  person  from  the  payment  of  a  duty  equiyalent  in 
amount  to  the  Probate  Duty  which  would  haye  been  payable  before  the  passing  of 
this  Act  had  such  property  been  personal  estate,"— (Afr.  Gibion  Bowles,) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  **     •••  •••       58 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived  ...  •••       54 

Amendment  proposed,   in  page   12,  line  37,  after  the  last  Amendment, 

to  insert  the  words — 
"  Bstate  Duty  shall  not  be  payable  upon  any  death  upon  which,  but  for  this  section,  it 

would  become  payable,  in  respect  of  any  annuity  granted  by  an  employer  to  an  .. 

employee,  or  the  widow  of  an  employee,  in  consideration  of  the  past  seryioes  of  such 

employee,"— <Jfr.  Bvteher.) 
Question  proposed,  ^'  That  those  words  be  there  inserted "     ...  ...       56 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived  •••  •••       57 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  12,  line  37,  at  end,  add — 

'*  Bstate  Duty  shall  not  be  payable  in  respect  of  any  adyowson  or  church  patronage 

which  would  have  been  free  from  Succession  Duty  under  Section  24  of  The  Succession 

Duty  Act,  1853,"— (5tr  M,  ffwhs-Beach.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  12,  line  37,  after  the  last  Amendment,  to 
insert  the  words — 

"  If  any  property  passes  on  the  death  of  the  deceased  to  any  charity  or  charitable 
institution  or  hospital,  such  property  shall  not  be  aggregated  with  the  rest  of  the 
property  passing  on  the  death  of  the  deceased,  but  shall  form  an  estate  of  itself," — 
{Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  *'    ...  ...       ^^ 

After  Debate,  Question  put  : — The  House  divided  : — Ayes  158  ;  Noes 

217. — (Division  List,  No.  J83)      •••  •••  ...  ...       66 
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Several  Amendments,  proposed  by  Mr.  R.  T.  Reid,  agreed  to. 
Amendment  proposed,  in  page  13,  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  word  ^*  settled,** 

—{Mr.  R.  T.  Reid.) 
Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  word  '  settled '  stand  part  of  the  Bill.** 
After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  13,  line  19,  at  end,  add — 
**  Where  the  fixed  duty  of  SOs.  or  508.  ia  paid  within  12  months  after  the  death  of  the 
deceased,  interest  on  sach  duty  shall  not  be  payable,"— (ilfr.  H,  T,  Meld.) 

Question  proposed,  ^'  That  those  words  be  there  added.** 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  •••  •••  •••       67 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page   13,  line  22,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
"  scale,'*  to  the  end  of  line  37,  in  order  to  insert — 


Where  the  Value  of  the  Estate 

Exceeds —    £  £ 

II  100  and  does  not  exceed   500 


500 


1,000 


1,000        „  „  10,000 


10,000        II  „  25,000 


„         26,000        „ 


60,000        „ 


60,000 


75,000 


„         76,000        „  „         100,000 


^       100,000        ,.  „         150,000 


„  .    150,000        „  „         260,000 


„       260,000        „  „         500,000 


„       500,000        .,  „      1,000,000 


„    1,000,000 


— {Mr.  Hartley.) 


Per  Centage. 


One  pound  for  every  full  sum  of  £100,  and  for 
any  fractional  part  of  £100. 

One  pound  for  the  first  £500,  and  two  pounds 
for  every  further  sum  of  £100  or  fraction  of 
£100. 

Two  pounds  for  the  first  £1,000,  and  throe 
pounds  for  every  further  full  sum  of  £100  or 
fractional  part  of  £100. 

Three  pounds  for  the  first  £10,000,  and  four 
pounds  for  every  further  full  sum  of  £100  or 
fractional  part  of  £100. 

Four  pounds  lor  the  first  £26,000,  and  four 
pounds  ten  shillings  for  every  further  fall 
sum  of  £100  or  fractional  part  of  £100. 

Four  pounds  ten  shillings  for  the  first  £60,000, 
and  five  pounds  for  every  further  full  sum  of 
£100  or  fractional  part  of  £100. 

Five  pounds  for  the  first  £75,000,  and  five 
pounds  ten  shillings  for  every  further  full 
sum  of  £100  or  fractional  part  of  £100. 

Five  pounds  tea  shillings  for  the  first 
£100,000,  and  six  pounds  for  every  further 
full  sum  of  £100  or  fractional  part  of 
£100. 

Six   pounds  for  the  first  £160,000,  and  six 

pounds    ten    shillings    for    every  further 

full  sum    of  £100    or  fractional  part  of 
£100. 

Six  pounds  ten  shillings  for  the  first 
£250,000,  and  seven  pounds  for  every 
further  full  sum  of  £100  or  fractional 
part  of  £100. 

Seven  pounds  for  the  first  £500,000,  and 
seven  pounds  ten  shillings  for  every  fur- 
ther full  sum  of  £100  or  fractional  part 
of  £100. 

Seven  pounds  Ujn  shillings  for  the  first 
£1,000,000,  and  eight  pounds  for  every 
further  full  sum  of  £100  or  fraction^ 
part  of  £100. 
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Qaestion  proposed,  '*  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question "  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••       70 

After  Debate,  Question  put: — The  House  divided: — ^Ayes  143;  Noes 
81. — (Division  List,  No.  184)  •••  ...  ...  •••       78 

Several  Amendments,  proposed  bj  Mr.  B.  T.  Beid,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  14,  line  11,  after  the  aeeond  word 
<'<  property,^'  to  insert  the  words  ''  to  which  he  has  become  entitled  in 
possession," — (Sir  M.  Hichs'Beach,\ 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  those  words  be  there  inserted "      ...  •••       79 

After  short  Debate,  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn  •••  •••       82 

Several  Amendments,  proposed  hj  Mr.  B.  T.  Beid,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  14,  line  29,  after  the  words  ^'  Estate  Dutj," 
to  insert  the  words  **  derived  from  personal  property," — {Mr.  R.  T. 
Reid.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ...  ...       83 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  14,  line  33,  leave  out  '^  chargeable  with 
Estate  Duty,"  and  insert  ''in  respect  of  which  Estate  Duty  is  leviable," 
—{Mr.  R.  T.  Reid.) 

Amendment  agreed  to  •••  t«»  •••  .••       84 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  14,  line  42,  to  leave  out  the  words  ''  British 
possession,"  in  order  to  insert  the  words  ''place  out  of  the  United 
Kingdom," — {Mr.  Gibson  Bowles.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  British  possession  *  stand  part  of  the 

"Rill  ♦♦     •  ftA 

•Dau  •••  •••  •••  •••  *••  •••  OvI 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ...  •••       87 

Several  Amendments,  proposed  by  Mr.  B.  T.  Beid,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  15,  line  21,  to  leave  out  the  word  "per- 
sonal,"—(Jfr.  Brodrick.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  personal  *  stand  part  of  the  Bill "    •••       88 
After  Debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  •••  •••  •••       94 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  15,  line  23,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
"  Act,"  to  the  word  "unless,"  in  line  25,— (ifr.  Bousjield.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  in  respect  of  which  property '  stand 
part  of  the  Bill "  ...  •••  ...  ...  •••       96 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Several  Amendments,  proposed  by,  Mr.  B.  T.  Beid  and  Mr.  Byrne, 
agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  16,  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  which 
has  taken  effect  before,"  in  order  to  insert  the  words  "  whether  made 
before  or  after," — {Mr.  Bgrne.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  which  has  taken  effect  before  *  stand 
part  of  the  Bill"  ...  ...  ...  ...  .•.      97 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put : — The  House  divided  : — ^Ayes  182  ; 
Noes  120.— (Division  List,  No.  185)  ...  ...  ...      98 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  16,  line  5,  to  insert,  as  a  new  sub-section, 
ther  words— ^ 
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"  (6)  In  the  case  of  any  land  in  respect  of  which  Eetate  Duty  is  leviable,  where  the 
person  accountable  for  the  duty  has  elected  to  pay  it  by  yearly  instaLments,  and  sach 
land  is  farmed  by  the  owner  himself  or  person  accountable  for  the  duty,  there  shall  be 
allowed  in  respect  of  every  instalment  of  duty  an  abatement  at  the  rate  of  10s.  per 
acre  in  respect  of  every  acre  of  such  land  under  cultivation  for  wheat  in  the  year 
preceding  the  date  when  the  instalment  became  due," — (itfr.  JBotufield.) 

Question  proposed,  '^That  those  words  be  there  inserted  *'      •••  ...     100 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived  •••  •••  •••     101 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  16,  line  19,  at  end,  to  insert— 
<'  The  expression  '  agricultural  property  *  means  agricultural  land,  pasture  and  woodland, 
and  also  includes  such  cottages,  farm  buildings,  farm  houses,  and  mansion  houses 
(together  with  the  lands  occupied  therewith)  as  are  of  a  character  appropriate  to  the 
property,"— (.Vr.  R,  T,  Reid.) 

Question  proposed,  ^*  That  those  words  be  there  inserted,** 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  16,  line  21,  to  leave  out  the  words  **or  held 
upon  the  trusts  of;'— {Mr.  R.  T.  Reid.) 

Question,  "^  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill,** 
put,  and  negatived  ...  ...  .  •  •     102 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  17,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  whether,**— 
(itfr.  Byrne.) 

Question,  "That  the  word  *  whether'  stand  part  of  the  Bill,**  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  17,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the  words  "or  not,'* 

and  insert  the  words — 
"And  a  person  entitled  to  a  base  fee  continuing  after  his  death,"— (Jfr.  Byrne.') 
Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  ^  or  not  *  stand  part  of  the  Bill.** 
After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Other  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  18,  line  20,  at  end,  insert — 
"  Where  an  entailed  estate  passes  on  the  death  of  the  deceased  to  an  institute  or  heir  of 
entail  who  is  not  entitled  to  disentail  such  estate  without  either  obtaining  the 
consent  of  one  or  more  subsequent  heirs  of  entail,  or  having  the  consent  of  sudi  one 
or  more  subsequent  heirs  valued  and  dispensed  with,  Settlement  Estate  Duty  as  well 
as  Estate  DutyiBhall  be  paid  In  respect  of  such  estate,  but  neither  Estate  Duty  nor 
Settlement  Estate  Duty  shall  be  payable  again  in  respect  of  such  estate  until  such 
estate  is  disentailed,  or  until  an  heir  of  entail  to  whom  it  passes  on  or  subsequent  to 
the  death  of  the  institute  or  heir  first  mentioned,  and  who  is  entitled  to  disentaj)  it 
without  obtaining  the  consent  of  any  subsequent  heir  or  heirs,  or  having  the  consent 
of  any  subsequent  heir  or  heirs  valued  and  dispensed  with,  dies,"— (7%«  Zord 
Advocate,) 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted,**  put,  and  agreed  to  ...  103 
Amendment  proposed,  in  page  18,  after  line  20,  insert — 
"  Where  an  institute  or  heir  of  entail  in  possession  of  an  entailed  estate  who  is  not 
entitled  to  disentail  such  estate  without  either  obtaining  the  consent  of  one  or  more 
subseouent  heirs  of  entail,  or  having  the  consent  of  such  one  or  more  subsequent  heirs 
valued  and  dispensed  with,  has  paid  Estate  Duty  in  respect  of  such  estate,  and 
afterwards  disentails  such  estate,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  deduct  from  the  value  in 
money  of  the  expectancy  or  interest  in  such  estate  of  such  one  or  more  subsequent 
heirs,  payable  by  him  to  them  in  respect  of  their  consents  having  been  nanted  or 
dfspensed  with,  a  proper  rateable  part  of  the  Estate  Duty  paid  by  him  as  aforesaid," — 
iThe  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment   agreed  to    ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     104 

Amendment  proposed,  ip  page  18,  Hue  32,  after  the  word  "  proper,"  to, 
insert —  t    .        .  . 
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"  The  Court  may  in  such  order  specify  the  time  and  place  at  which,  the  person  by 
whom,  and  the  advertisement  or  notice  after  which  the  sale  shall  be  made,  and  may 
ordain  the  person  in  whom  the  property  is  vested  to  grant  a  disposition  thereof  in 
favour  of  the  purchaser,  and  if  the  person  in  whom  the  property  is  vested  refuses  or 
fails  to  do  so,  the  Court  shall  grant  authority  to  the  Clerk  of  Court  to  execute  such 
disposition,  and  such  disposition  so  executed  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  It  had  been 
executed  by  the  person  in  whom  the  property  is  vested," — (^The  Lord  Advocate,) 

AmendmoDt  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  18,  line  42,  after  the  word  "vested,"  to 

insert — 
'*  And  shall  be  a  first  charge  upon  the  property  after  any  debt  or  incumbrance  for  which 

an  allowance  is  directed  to  be  made  under  this  Act,  in  determining  the  value  of  the 

property  for  the  purpose  of  ESstate  Duty/' — (^The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  Clause  23,  page  18,  line  4^,  at  end,  add — 

"Provided  also  that  summary  diligence  shall  not  be  competent  thereupon," — (i/r. 
Qraham  Murray, ) 

Amendment  agreed  to      •••  •••  •••  •••  •••105 

Amendment  proposed,  In  page  20,  line  42,  at  end,  add — 
*'  This  section  shall  not  affect  the  continuance  after  the  30th  day  of  June  1895  of  the 
duties  existing  prior  to  this  section  taking  effect,"— (Jl/r.  R,  T,  Reid.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  21,  line  10,  after  the  word  ^' gravity,^' to 
insert  the  words — 

"But this  extra  Excise  Duty  of  6d.  per  gallon  shall  not  be  chargeable  upon  those 
brewing  1,000  barrels  or  less  per  annum,  and  a  graduated  and  reduced  duty  shall  be 
chargeable  upon  all  persons  brewing  less  than  5,000  and  more  than  1,000  barrels  per 
annum,"— <illr.  Bigioood,) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words  be  there  inserted  ^'      •••  •••     106 

After  short  Debate,  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn  ...  ...     107 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  22,  line  15,  after  the  word  ''Act,**  to 
insert  the  words — 

"  In  estimating  the  annual  value  of  any  lands  for  the  purpose  of  Schedule  B.,  according 
to  the  Income  Tax  Act,  1858,  the  General  Commissioners  of  Income  Tax  for  England 
and  Wales  may,  if  they  think  fit,  estimate  such  value  at  less  than  the  gross  estimated 
rental  at  which  such  lands  are  assessed  to  the  rate  for  the  relief  of  the  poor," — 
iMr,  Round,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted**      ...  •••     108 

After  short  Debate,  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn  •••  ...     109 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  22,  line  42,  at  end,  add — 
•*  Where  the  total  joint  income  of  a  husband  and  wife  charged  to  Income  Tax,  by  way 
either  of  assessment  or  reduction,  does  not  exceed  five  hundred  pounds,  and,  upon  any 
claim  under  this  section,  the  Commissioners  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  Acts 
relating  to  Income  Tax  are  satisfied  that  such  total  income  includes  profits  of  the  wife 
derive* I  from  any  profession,  employment,  or  vocation,  chargeable  under  Schedule  D, 
or  from  any  office  or  employment  of  profit  charj^^ble  under  Schedule  E,  they  shall 
deal  with  such  claim  as  if  it  were  a  claim  for  exemption,  or  relief,  or  abatement,  as 
the  case  may  be,  in  respect  of  such  profits  of  the  wife,  and  a  separate  claim,  on  the 
part  of  the  husband,  for  exemption,  or  relief,  or  abatement  in  respect  of  the  rest  of 
such  total  income,"— (2%tf  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  added  "  .••  ...     110 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ...  ...     1 13 

Several  Amendments,  proposed  by  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 

Mr.  R.  T.  Reid,  agreed  to. 
Amendment  proposed,  in  page  23,  line  36,    to    leave    out   "  three  **  and 

insert  "  five,** — {Mr.  Bartley.) 
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FiNiJ^CE  Bill — continued. 
Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  three '  stand  part  of  the  Bill  "         •••     114 
After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Several  Amendments,  proposed  bj  Mr.  R.  T.  Reid,  agreed  to  ...     115 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Savings  Banks  (Societies)  Bill  (No.  238)— 
Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended,  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ^*  That  the  Order  be  discharged,  and 
Bill  withdrawn," — (Mr.  A.  Morley.) 

After  short  Debate,  Motion  agreed  to. 
Order  discharged  :  Bill  withdrawn. 

Elementary  Education  Bill  (No.  802)— 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Second  Reading  [11th  July]. 
Objection  being  taken,  Debate  further  adjourned  till  To-morrow  •••     116 

Local  Oovemment  (Jreland)  Provisioiial  Order  GSTo.  5)  Bill  GTo.  160)— 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Local  Ooyemment  Frovisional  Orders  (No.  18)  Bill  (No.  245)— Lords  Amendment 

agreed  to. 

MESSAaE    FROM    THE    LORDS — 

That  they  hare  agreed  to— Amendment  to  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [iori*], 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Proyisional  Order  (No.  14)  Bill. 

Nautical  Assessors  (Scotland)  Bill  (No.  312)— Read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Monday  next. 

Zanzibar  Indemnity  Bill  (No.  308) —Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
Heritable  Securities  (Scotland)  (re-oommuted)  Bill   (No.   281)— Considered  in 

Committee  and  reported ;  Bill,  as  amended,  re-committed  for  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  316.] 

XTniforms  (re-committed)  Bill  (No.   309)— Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported 
without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the  thiid  time  To-morrow. 

Charity  Commission — 

Ordered,  That  the  Reports  of  the  Select  Committees  of  1884  and  1886-7  upon  the 
Charitable  Trusts  Acts,  1853-1869,  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  upon  the 
Charity  Commission,— (  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis.) 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  221.] 

LORDS,    TUESDAY,    JULY    17. 

Aliens  Bill  (No.  155)— 

Order  of  the  Daj  for  the  Second  Reading,  read    •••  ...  •••     117 

Movedy  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2%" — {The  Marquess  of  Salisbury.) 
After  Debate,  on  Question  ?  their  Lordships  divided  : — Contents  89  ;  Not- 
Couteuts  37.  •••  •••  ...  •••  •••     156 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Bill  read  2^  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whol^ 
House. 
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Thb  Land  Transfer  Bill — Question,  The  Chairman  of  Committees  (The 
Earl  of  Morley);  Answer,  The  Lord  Chancellor  (Lord  Herschell.) 

Local  OoYemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  5)  Bill  (No.  116)-Retumed 

from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to       ...  ,,,  ...      157 

Looal  Ooyemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  16)  Bill  (No.  127)— Returned  from 

the  Ck)mmon8  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Quarries  Bill  t^-^-]  (No.  149)— Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee  without 
Amendment,  and  to  be  read  3»  on  Monday  next. 

Coal  Mines  (Check  Weigher)  Bill  [h.l.]  (No-  163)— Reported  from  the  standing 

Committee  without  Amendment,  and  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next. 

Industrial  Schools  Bill  [h.l.]  (No.  162)— Reported  from  the  standing  Committee 
with  Amendments  :  the  Report  thereof  to  be  received  on  Monday  next ;  and  Bill  to 
be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  165.) 

Sea  Fisheries  (Shell  Fish)  Bill  (No.  141)— Reported  from  the  standing  Committee 
without  Amendment,  and  to  be  read  3»  on  Thursday  next. 

Local  Ooyemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill  (No-  122)— Reported  from 

the  Standing  Committee  without  Amendment,  and  to  be  read  3*  on  Thursday  next. 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Bill  (No.  160)— Read  3»  (according  to  Order), 

with  the  Amendments  ;  further  Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons ;  and  to  be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  166.) 

Zanzibar  Indemnity  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons ;  Read  ]•  ;  to  be  printed  ; 
and  to  be  read  2*  on  Thursday  next,— (r^e  Earl  of  Kimberley.')    (No.  167.) 

Chimney  Sweepers  Bill  (No.  132)— Order  for  the  Second  Reading  on  Monday  next 

^^*'***'^5®^    •••  •••  •••  .  •••  •••  •••    lOo 
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Finance  Bill  (No.  803)— 
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third  time," — (^The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


TAfetfi  OF  CONTMtS. 
[Juti/ 17.]  Pagi 

Finance  Bill — continued. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  *'  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  ''upon  this  daj  three  months," — (Sir  J. 
Lubbock,) 

Question  proposed, ''  That  the  word  '  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question  "...     203 

After  Debate,  Question  put : — The  House  divided  : — Ayes  283  ;  Noes 
263.— (Division  List,  No.  186)       ...  ...  ...  ...     273 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

British  Hnseum  (PiirchaBe  of  Land)  Bill  (No.  315)— 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, ''  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time;'— (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert.) 

Motion  agreed  to  ...  ...  •••  ...  ..•     274 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  Thursday. 

• 

Aocess  to  Mountains  (Scotland)  Bill- 
Motion  for  Leave. 
After  short  Debate,  Objection  being  taken,  Motion  postponed  ...     275 

local  Qovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  OSTo.  14)  Bill— Lords  Amend- 
ments agreed  to. 

Tramways  Orders  Conflrmation  (Ho.  1)  Bill  [Lords-]  (Ho.  308)— Read  a  second 

time,  and  committed. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (Ho-  2)  Bill  [Lords]  (Ho.  307)— Bead  a  second 

time,  and  committed. 

Public  libraries  (Lreland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill  (Ho.  170)— Beported  from  the 

Select  Committee,  with  Minutes  of  Eyidence. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  223.] 
Bill  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  Monday  next,  and  to  be 

printed.    [Bill  317.] 

VOLUNTBBR  ACTS — 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  an  Appendix,  brought 

up,  and  read. 
Report  to  lie  apon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  224.) 

Messaob  from  the  Lords — 

That  they  have  agreed  to, — Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill ;  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill ;  Local  Qovemment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  11)  Bill,  with  an  Amendment ;  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Bill ;  Local 
Qovernment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill. 

Contempt  of  Court  Bill— ^'•^''<'<'  (^^'  ^Cartan^  Mr,  E.  J,  C.  Morton,  Mr.  Sexton^ 
Mr.  Byles,  Mr,  Knox  i)  -Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.     [Bill  318.] 

Crown  Lands  Bill — 

Ordered,  That  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert,  Mr.  Jeffreys,  Mr.  Scott-Montagu,  and  Captain  Sinclair 
be  Members  of  the  Committee)  with  three  Members  to  be  added  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection,— (^^.  T.  E,  EllU)  ...  ...  ...  ...     276 
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Election  ExPENsfis — Question,  Mr.  J.  Rowlands  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor 

of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  W.  Harcourt)  ...  ...  •••     277 

Thb  Course  of  Public  Business — Statement  thereon,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Sir  W.  Harcourt)  ;  Questions  thereon.  Dr.  Macgregor, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Sir  D.  Macfarlane,  Mr.  Howell,  Sir  C.  W.  Dilke, 
Colonel  Nolan,  Mr.  Woods,  Mr.  J.  Wilson  (Durham,  Mid),  Mr.  Field,  Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr.  Legh,  Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  Snape, 
Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Mr.  Darling,  Sir  M.  Stewart,  Sir  J.  Pease,  Mr. 
Everett,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Sir  G.  Baden-Powell,  Mr.  Byles,  Sir  T. 
Lea  ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  W.  Harcourt). 
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SUPPLY, — considered  in  Committee    ...  •••  ...  ••• 

(In  the  Committee.) 
ARMY  ESTIMATES,  1894-95. 

1.  £257,600,  War  Office,  Salaries,  and  Miscellaneous  Charges. 

After  Debate,  Vote  agreed  to  ...  ...  .••  •••     308 

2.  £1,516,400,  Retired  Pay,  Half-Paj,  and  other  Non-Effective  Charges 
for  Officers,  &c. 

After  short  Debate,  Vote  agreed  to  ...  ...  ...     316 

3.  £1,355,200,  Pensions  and  other  Non-Effective   Charges   for   Warrant 
Officers,  Non-Commissioned  Officers,  Men,  and  others. 

After  short  Debate,  Vote  agreed  to  .».  ...  ...  • .  •    325 

4.  £164,700,  for  Superannuation,  and  other  Allowances  and  Gratuities. 

After  short  Debate^  Vote  agreed  to   •••  ...  ...  ...     330 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 
Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Friday. 

ODatag^iouB  Diseases  (Animals)  Acts  Amendment  Bill  (No.  297)— 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second ' 
time."  I 

Objection  being  taken, 

Motion   made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That   the  Order  be  discharged, ' 
and  Bill  withdrawn,"— (Jfr.  H.  Gardner.) 

Motion  agreed  to : — Order  discharged  ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

Church  Patronage  Bill  (No.  276)— 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

After  short  Debate,  It  being  after  half-past  Five  of  the  clock,  and  Objectviod 
being  taken.  Further  Proceeding  stood  adjourned.  ^ 

Proceeding  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 
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SlTen  Pollution  Prevention  Bill  (Ho.  96)— 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read  ...  ...  ...  ...     331 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time,"— (6'tr  F.  S.  Powell,) 
Objection  being  taken,  Second  Reading  deferred  till  To-morrow. 

Local   OoYernment   Provisioaal    Orders    Ofo.    11)  Bill    GSTo.   229)--Lord9 

Ameodmeat  agreed  to. 

Local    Ooyemmant  Provisional    Orders   (No.    13)    Bill  (No.   230)— Lords 

Amendments  agreed  to . 

Peebles  Foot  Pavaments  Provisional  Order  Bill  (No.  304)— Reported,  without 

Amendment  [Prorisioaal  Order  coatirmed] ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Patal  Accidents  (Inanlry)  Scotland  Bill  (No.  151)— Order  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  .on  Second  Keading  [22nd  May]  read,  and  discharged. 
BiU  withdrawn. 

Paotories  and  Workshops  Bill  (No.   204) — Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

SnrYeyors  Ireland  Bill  (No.  218)— Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

Dogs  Bill  (No-  177)— Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

Established  Chnrch  (Wales)  Bill  (No.  206)— Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

Period  of  Onalifloation  and  Elections  Bill  (No.  161)— Order  for  Committee  read, 

and  discharged  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     332 

Bill  wlthdniwn. 

Limitation  of  Actions  Bill  [Lords]  (Ko-  280)— Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

Sapreme  Conrt  (Officers)   Bill   (No.    301)— Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 

discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

Cotton  Trade  (Porty-Eight  Honrs)  Bill  (No-  66)— Order  for  Second  Reading  read, 
a&d  discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

Land  Talnes  (Taxation  by  Local  Anthorities)  Bill  (No.  55)— Order  for  Second 

Beading  read,  and  discharged. 
BUI  withdrawn. 

Public  Accouxts  Committee — 
Third  Report,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Appendix,  brought  up,  and  read. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No.  226.] 

Public  Petitions  Committee — 

Ninth  Report  brought  up,  and  read  ;  to  He  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Xo  rtgagees'  Costs  'BlUl— Ordered  (^Mr.  XevUle,  Mr,  Cozent-IIardy,  Mr.    WarmnKj- 
ton  .O—Bill  presented,  and  r^  first  time.  [Bill  319.] 

Settled     Land     Act     (1882)     Amendment     VSi— Ordered    QMr,     Cozens-IIardy, 
Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  JJiiW^jn^ ;)— Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  320.] 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


TABLE  Oi"  CONTENTS. 

LORDS,  THURSDAY,  JULY  19.  Page 

Sat  FiftST— The  Lord  Forester  ...  ...  ...  ...     333 

Took  thb  Oath— The  Lord  Vaux  of  Harrowden. 

Rbprbsentativs  Pbbrs  for  Scotland— 

The  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  delivered  a  certificate  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  that  the 
Viscount  Falkland  and  the  Lord  Torphichen  had  been  elected  as  representative  Peers 
for  Scotland  in  the  room  of  the  Viscount  Strathallan  an  I  the  Barl  of  Lindsay.  Cer- 
tificate read. 

Francb  and  Siam — Questions  and  Observations,  Lord  Lamington  ;  Answers, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (The  Earl  of  Kimberlej.) 

Paroohial  Xleotors  (Registration  Aooeleration)  Bill  (No.  162) — 

Order  of  the  Daj  for  the  Second  Beading,  read  •••  •••     334 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2%"— (  TAc  Lord  Tweedmouth.) 

After  short  Debate,  Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2^  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow      ...  •••     335 

Zanzibar  Indemnity  Bill  (No.  167)— 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Beading,  read. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2%"— (TAe  Earl  of  Kimberleg,) 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2^  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 

of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow     ...  •••  •••  •••     336 

Town  Improvements  (Betterment) — 
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MO  TION. 


Adjournment — Public  Business  (Ministerial  Statement) — 

Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  Member  for  West  Bristol,  rose  in  his  place,  and  asked 
leave  to  move  the  Adjournment  of  the  House  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  a  definite  matter  of  urgent  public  importance — namely,  '*  the 
statement  made  yesterday  by  the  Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  to 
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than  40  Members  having  accordingly  risen  : — 
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Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day  three  months," — {Colonel 
Saunderson)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     435 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question  "...     454 

After  Debate,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned  ...     486 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 

British  Mntenm  (Purchase  of  Land)  Bill  (No,  315)- 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

After  short  Debate,  Bill  reported,  without  Amendments,  to  the  House  ;  to 
be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow  .. .  ...  ...  ...     487 

Peebles  Foot  Pavements  Provisional  Order  Bill  (Ko.  304) -Read  the  third 

time,  and  pa8»ccl. 

Votice  of  Accidents  Bill  CTTo.  272)— Lof'ls  Amendments  to  be  considered  forthwith  ; 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Prevention  of  Cmelty  to  Children  Bill  (No-  242)— i-ords  Amendments  to  be 

considered  forthwith  ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 
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SUPPLY— Report— 

Resolutions  [18th  July]  reported. 

ARMY  ESTIMATES,  1894-95. 

1.  **That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £257,600,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Charge  for  the  Salaries  and  Miscellaneous  Charges  of  the  War  Office,  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1895 ." 

2.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,516,400,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Charge  for  Retired  Pay,  Half- Pay,  and  other  Non-Effective  Charges  for  Officers  and 
others,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1895." 

3.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,355,200,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Charge  for  Chelsea  and  Kilmainham  Hospitals  and  the  In-Pensioners  thereof,  of  Out- 
Pensions,  of  the  maintenance  of  Lunatics  for  whom  Pensions  are  not  ilrawn,  and  of 
Gratuities  awarded  in  commutation  and  in  lieu  of  Pensions,  of  Rewards  for  Meritorious 
Services,  of  Victoria  Cross  Pensions,  and  of  Pensions  to  the  Widows  and  Children  of 
Warrant  Officers,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
3l8t  day  of  March,  1895." 

4.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £164,700,  be  grante<l  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Charge  for  Superannuation,  Compensation,  and  Compassionate  Allowances  and 
Gratuities,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1895." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 
Connty  Coiuicilloni  (ftnaliflcatioiL  of  Women)  Bill  (No.  168)— Onier  for  Second 

Reading  reatl,  and  discharged  ...  , , .  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^      4g3 

Bill  withdrawn. 

Mussel  Scalps  (Scotland)  Bill  (Ho.  169)— Order  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on 
Second  Reading  [10th  July]  read,  and  discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

Adjoubkment — 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 
Business  of  the  House — Notice  thereon, — (Mr.  J.  Morley.) 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


LORDS,  FRIDAY,  JULY  20. 
Commission — 

The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal  Assent : — 

Public  Libraries  (Scotland)  ...  ,.,  ...  ...     489 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892,  Amendment. 

Merchandise  Marks  (Prosecutions). 

Bishopric  of  Bristol  Act  (1884)  Amendment. 

Injured  Animals. 

Commissioners  of  Works. 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Societies). 

Wild  Birds  Protection  Act  (1880)  Amendment. 

Sea  Fisheries  (Shell  Fish). 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

Notice  of  Accidents. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  1.) 
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Commission — continued. 
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Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (N(>;  4.) 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5.) 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1.) 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.^!) 

Water  Orders  Confirmation. 

Local  Government  Prov^al  Orders  (No.  7.) 

Local  Government  PafVisional  Orders  (No.  9.) 

Local  Governmeo^lfovisional  Orders  (No.  10)  ...  ...  ...     490 

Lo^al  GovernmyTprovisional  Orders  (No.  11.) 
Local  Governrfju  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12.) 
Local  Govcttfcent  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13.) 
Local  (JoT*mont  Provisional  Orders  (No.  16.) 

ocal  Q-ojgrnn^Qni;  Provisional  Order  (No.  19.) 

ocal  ixflf^ernraent  Provisional  Order  (Poor  Law). 

'  ^*^w    C^TToy    Duties — Questions  and  Observations,  The  Marquess  of 

L'^'Wowne  ;  after  Debate,  the  subject  dropped  ...  ...     535 

Womou'isuffrage  Bill  (No.  61)— 

Ordee^f  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading,  read. 
Momi^  a  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»,"— (TAe  Lord  Denman.) 
"^  Viestiou  ?  resolved  in  the  negative  ...  ...  ...     536 

▼aliwlon  of  Lands  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill  (No.  168)— 

^"^  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading,  read. 

-^•cc/,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2%"— (TAc  Lord  Tweedmouth.) 

■^^on  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
*  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

^^^povernment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  15) Bill  (Ho.  126) -Heported,  without 

urilm  :iit.  uii'l  committed  t<>a  Committee  of  the  Wa  )le  Home  on  Tuesday  next. 

'^^  Ti:  Law  Rkvisiox  Bills  and  Consolidation  Bills — 

Leai 

^  uiivL'ii  to  the  Joint  Committee  to  report  from  timo  t )  time  :    First   Report  made  ; 

^  to  b.j  printe.l.     (No.  170.) 

^^''^Id  (Consolidation)  Bill  [h.l.]  (Ho.  2)— Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee 
^^^t.'itute    Law    Flevioiion  Bills   and  Con-^olidition    Bills,    with   Am3adm*nts,    and 
•  inittrl  to  a  (.'onimittcc  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next ;  and  to  be  printed, 
"  inended.     (No.  171.) 

^^^^"joverninent  Provisional  Orders  (No.  17)  Bill  (No.  123)— Amendments 

^^tcd  (according?  to  Order)  ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next  ,,,     537 
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reported  (according  to  Order)  ;  and  Bill  to  bo  read  3'  on  Monday  next. 

Local  Ctovenmcnt  Provirional  Orders  (No.  18)  Bill  (No.  16D-Read  3-  (according 

to  Ordtr),  and  passed. 
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Committee  (according  to  Order)  :  Bill  reported  without  amendment ;  and  re-com- 
mitted to  the  Standing  Committee. 
Zanzibar  Indemnity  Bill  (S^^  308)— House  in  Committee  (according  to    Order) : 
Bill  reported  without  amendme'flii :  Standing  Committee  negatived  ;   and  Bill  to  be 
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Peebles  Poot  Pavements  Provision JlMer  Bill-Read  i-;  to  be  printed;  and 
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Great  Western  and  Midland  Eailway  Companies  Bill  [Lor)g(]  (Py  Order)- 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  r^ad  a  second 

time." 
After  short  Debate, 

Royal  Assbnt — 

Message  to  attend  The  Lords  Commissioners        ...  •••  |      •■•     ^^^ 

The  House  went ; — ^and  being  returned  ; — 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal  Assent  to  several  Acts.  (For  Listl  s®® 
Lords). 

Great  Western  and  Midland  Railway  Companies  Bill  [Lords]  (by  Order\ 
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Debate  resumed  ..•  ..•  ..•  •••  \  ••      ^^^ 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  '^  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  tl.  ^^ 
Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day  three  months," — {Sir  C.  H  ^« 
Dilke.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question  "  .. .  •     ^^^ 

After  short  Debate,  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed,  ^ 
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Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)  ...  ..•  ...  ...     559 
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The  House  of  Lords — Question,  Mr.  S.  Keay  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor 
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Anarchlst  PLAOARD-i — QuostioQ,  Mr.  Darling  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
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Sitting  of  thb  House  (Exemption  from  the  Standing  Order)— 

Ordered)  "That  the  proceedings  on  the  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill,  if 
under  discussion  at  Twelve  o^clock  this  night,  be  not  interrupted  under  the  Standing 
Order  Sittings  of  the  House,"— (iSir  ir.  ffarcourt.) 


ORDERS    OF     THE    DAY. 


Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill  (Wo.  176)— 
Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Amendment  proposed  to 
Question  [19th  July],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

And  which  Amendment  was,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end 

of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day  three  months," — 

{Colonel  Saunderson.) 
Question   again   proposed,   *'  That    the   word   *  now '   stand   part  of  the 

Question." 
Debate  resumed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     564 

After  Debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Debate 

be  now  adjourned," — (3/r.  /.  Chamberlain)   ...  ...  ...     644 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Debate  further  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

Elementary  Ednoation  Proyisional  Orders  Confirmation  (Barry,  ftc)  Bill 

[Lords]  dfo.  310)— Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Statute  Law  Revision  Bills,  &c. — 

Leave  to  the  Ck>mmittee  to  make  a  Special  Report. 

Special  Report  hrought  up,  and  read. 

Merchant  Shipping  Bill  reported  from  the  Joint  Committee. 

Report  and  Special  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  230.] 

Bill  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  321.] 

Statute  Law  Revision  Bills,  &o. — 

Leave  to  the  Committee  to  make  a  Special  Report  in  respect  of  the — 

Copyhold  Consolidation  Bill  [Lords']. 

Special  Report  brought  up,  and  read ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  231.] 

British  Kuseum  (Purchase  of  Land)  Bill  (Ho,  315)— Bead  the  third  time,  and 


LORDS,  MONDAY,  JULY  23. 
London  Streets  and  Buildings  Bill— 

Mored,  "  That  the  Order  marie  on  the  19th  day  of  March  last,  '  That  no  Private  Bill 
brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tue8<lay  the 
26th  day  of  June  next,'  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  read  2*,"— (77mj  Barl 
o/MorJey)     ...  ...  _.  _^  _  _,      545 

l^otion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*^  accordingly,  and  committed;  Th^  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
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Evidence  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill  (No.  154)~ 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading,  read. 

Movedy  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»,"-— (TAc  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House    ...  ...  ...  ...  ...*  646 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Bill  (No.  169)— 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading,  read. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\''*—{The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  referred  to   the  Joint 
Committee  on  Statute  Law  Revision  Bills  and  Consolidation  Bills. 

Muzzling  for  Canine  Rabies — Question  and  Observations,  The  Earl  of 

Rosse        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    647 

After  short  Debate  thereon,  the  subject  dropped. 

Valuation  of  Lands  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill  (No.  163)— House  in 

Committee  (according  to  Order)  ...  ...  ...  ...     653 

Bill  reported  without  amendment ;  and  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order   (Wo.    17)   Bill  (No.  123)— Read  3* 

(acconling  to    Oixler),  with    the  Amendments,  and    passed,   and  returned   to   the 
Commons        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     655 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill    (No.  160)— Read  3* 

(according   to   Order),    with  the  Amendment,  and    passed,  and   returned    to  the 
Commons.  « 

Quarries  Bill  [h.l.]  (No.  149)— Read  3'  (according  to  Order)  ;  Amendments  made ; 
Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Coal  Kines  (Check  Weighsr)  Bill  [h.l.]  (No.  153) -Read  3»  (according  to  Order), 

and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Industrial  Schools  Bill  [h.l.]  (No.  162)— Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

Boards  of  Conciliation  Bill  [h.l.]  (No.  112)— House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order)  :  Bill  reported  without  amendment ;  and  re-committe  I  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

Zanzibar  Indemnity  Bill  (No.  167)— Read  3»  (according  to  Order),  and  passed     ...     656 

British  Knsenm  (Pnrchase  of  Land)  Bill  -Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1» ; 
and  to  be  printed.    (No.  173.) 

CO]yi]yiONS,  liiONDAY,  JULY  23. 
Q  UE  S  T I  0  N8. 


Bamley-in-the- Willows     National    School — Question,    Mr.   Griffith- 

Boscawen  ;  Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Mr.  Acland). 
Hever     (Edenbridge)      Schools — Questions,     Mr.     Griffith-Boscawen ; 

Answers,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Mr.  Acland). 
Fishery  Poachers  in  Limrhick — Questions,  Mr.  T.  M.  Iloaly ;  Answers, 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morlej)  ...  ...     657 

Ddblin    and    Kew   Botanic    Gardens — Question,  Mr.   T.    M.    Healy  ; 

Answer,  The  Vice.President  of  the  Council  (Mr.  Acland)  •••     658 
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Irish   Landlords'  Indebtedness  to  the  Cbown — Questions,  Mr.  T.  M. 

Healy,  Mr.  Carson  ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Sir  J. 

T.  Hibbert)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     659 

Education    Grants    for    Rural    Districts — Questions,    Mr.   Talbot ; 

Answers,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Mr.  Acland)  ...     660 

F^CKENHAM    National    School — Question,   Mr.   Talbot;    Answer,    The 

Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Mr.  Acland)     ...  ...  •••     661 

The  Erasmus-Smith  Educational  Endowment — Question,  Mr.  Chance  ; 

Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley). 
Labourers'    Cottages     in    the     Killough    Dispensary    District — 

Question,    Mr.   M'Cartan  ;  Answer,  The   Chief  Secretary  for   Ireland 

(Mr.  J.  Morley)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     663 

The  Alleged  Massage    Scandals — Question,   Mr.   S.   Smith;   Answer, 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Asquith). 
Imprisonment  for  Non-Payment  of    Rates — Question,   Mr.   Hopwood ; 

Answer,   The   Secretary  of    State  for    the   Home    Department    (Mr. 

Asquith). 
Proposed    Fish    Hatchery    at   Campbeltown    Loch — Question,   Mr. 

Birkmyre  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Sir  G.  Trevelyan)    ...     665 
The  Linn  of  Deb — Question,  Mr.  A.  Morton  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  for 

Scotland  (Sir  G.  Trevelyan). 
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Denunciation  of  Land  Grabbers  in  Limerick — Question,  Mr.  Carson  ; 

Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)  ...     670 

Chelsea  Hospital  Funds — Question,  Sir  J.  Leng;  Answer,  The  Secretary 

of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman). 
Naval  Engineers'  Examination — Question,  Mr.  Schwann  ;  Answer,  The 

Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  E.  Robertson)  ...  ..•     671 

The    Waziri    Expedition   of    1881 — Questions,    Sir    A,    Acland-Hood ; 

Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler). 
The    Sanitary    Condition     of     Egypt — Questions,    Mr.     Seton-Karr  ; 

Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs   (Sir  E. 
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Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)    ...  ...  ...     673 
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Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill  (No.  176)— 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Amendment  proposed  to 
Question  [19th  July],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

And  which  Amendment  was,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end 
of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  "upon  this  day  three  months," — {Colonel 
Saunderson)  •••  •••  ...  .      •••  •••     674 
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Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Abbiteation  Bill — continued. 
Question  again  proposed. 
Debate  resumed. 

After  Debate,  Question  put : — The  House  divided  : — Ayes  259  ;    Noes 
227.— (Division  List,  No.  188)       ...  ...  ...  —     784 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  Thursday. 

Public  Libraries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment  (re-commitied)  Bill  (No.  317) — 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 
Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  Bills  (Joint 
Committee) — 
Report,  with  Minates  of  Evidence,  brought  up,  and  read. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  232. "| 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges    Provisional  Order  (No.   1)   (Canals  of    Great 
Northern  and  other  RaUway  Companies)  Bill  (No.  178)— Reported  from  the 

Joint  Committee  of  Lords  aad  Commons  on  Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional 
Order  Bills  [Provisional  Order  confirmed]  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 
Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  322.] 

Canal  Bates,  Tolls  and  CSiarges  Provisional  Order  (No.  2)  (Bridgwater,  &c. 

Canals)  Bill  (No.  198)— Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons 
on  Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and    Charges   Provisional  Order  Bills   [Provisional  Order 
confirmed]  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  323.] 

Canal    Tolls     and     Charges     Provisional    Order     (No.    3)    (Aberdare, 

&C,  Canals)  Bill  (No.  215)— Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and 
Commons  on  Caual  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  Bills  [Provisional 
Order  confirmed]  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  324.] 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  (Birmingham  Canal)  Bill 

(No.  262)— Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons  on  Canal 
Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  Bills  [Provisional  Order  confirmed]  ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed  ...  ...  ...     786 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  325.] 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  5)  (Regent's  Canal)  Bill 

(No.  263) — Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons  on  Canal 
Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Orler  Bills    [Provisional   Onler   confirmed]  ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  326.] 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  6)  (Biver  Lea,  &c)  Bill 

(No.  264)— Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons  on  Canal 
Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional   Order  Bills   [Provisional  Order  confirmed]  ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  327.] 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  7)  (Biver  Ancholme,  &c.) 

Bill  (No.  263)— Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons  on 
Canal  Rates,  i'oUs,  and  Charges    Provisional   Order  Bills   [Provisional  Order  con- 
firmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printe<l. 
Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Thursilay,  and  to  be  printed,    [Bill  328.] 
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Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Pro7isional  Order  (No-  8)  (River  Cam,   &o.)  Bill 

(No.  264) — Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons  on  Canal 
Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  Bills  [Provisional  Order  confirmed]  ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  329.] 

Canal  Bates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  9)  (River  Larke) 

Bill  (No*  265) — Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons  on 
Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  Bills  [Bill  not  proceeded  with]  ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed  ,,.  ,„  •••787 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  10)  (Canals  of  the  Cale- 
donian and  North  British  Railway  Companies)  Bill  (No.  266)— Reported 

from  the  Joint  Committee  of  Lonls  and  Commons  on  Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges 
Provisional  Order  Bills  [Provisional  Order  confirmed]  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed. 
Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  330.] 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  11)  (Lagan,  &c.  Canals) 

Bill  (No.  267) — Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of  I^rds  and  Commons  on 
Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  Bills    [Provisional   Order  con- 
firmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  331.] 

Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  12)  (Orand,   &o. 

Canals)    Bill  (No.   268) — Reporteil  from    the    Joint   Committee   of   Lortls  and 
Commons  on  Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  Bills  [Provisional 
Order  confirmed]  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printal. 
Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Thurstiay,  and  to  be  printed,     [Bill  332.] 

Message  fkom  the  Lords —  » 

That  they  have  agreed  to — 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  18)  Bill  •••  •••     788 

TTnifonns  Bill  (No-  809)  —Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tront  Fishing  (Scotland)  Bill  [Lord*^  (No-  279)— Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 
Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  upon  Thursday. 

Heritable  Secnrities  (Scotland)  (re-commUted')  Bill  (No.  316)— Considered  in 

Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 
Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Places  of  Worship  Sites  Bill  (No.  90)— Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  dis- 
charged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

Poor  Law  Union  Officers  (Ireland)  Snperannnation  Bill  (No.  240)— Order  for 

Second  Reading  read,  and  discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

Tramwayj  Bill  (No-  72)  —Order  for  Second  Reading  rea  1,  and  discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

Ways  and  I^eans — 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  towards  making  good  tho  Supply  trranted  to  H(3r  Majesty  for  the  service 
of  the  yenr  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  IS'.)."),  Ww  .sniii  of  CI 7,71. "»,."».">()  be  granted 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom, — {jriw  Chancellor  of  the 
Eicch<iqu.er.') 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 
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Great  Western  Railway  (No.  1)  Bill  \^Lords']— 

Lords  Amendments  to  Commons  Amendments  considered. 

After    short    Debate,   Lords   Amendments    to    Commons    Amendments 
agreed  to, 

Q  UE  S  TIO  NS. 
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ORDERS    OF     THE     DAY. 


Equalisation  of  Bates  (London)  Bill  (No.  124)— 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  ai^d  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time," — (^Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre,) 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day  three  months," — {Mr.  Alhan 
Gihhs)       •••  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••     825 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now'  stand  part  of  the  Question  "  ...     834 

After  Debate,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned  ...     895 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 

Message  from  the  Lords — 

That  they  have  agreed  to — 

Zanzibar  Indemnity  Bill, 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  17)  Bill, 

Local  Governmeut  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  better 
regulation  of  quarries."     [Quarries  Bill  [Lords'].^ 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  iutituled,  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  provisions  of  The  Coal 
Mines  Regulation  Act,  1887,  with  respect  to  check  weighers."  [Coal 
Mines  (Check  Weigher)  Bill  [Lords'].'] 

Hautical    Assessors  (Scotland)  Bill  CNfo.   812)— Considered  in  Committee,  and 
reported,  without  ameadm^nt ;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Pablic  Libraries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment  (re-oommuted)  Bill  (So.  817)— 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported,  without  amendment ;  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...      896 

Ways  and  Means — Consolidated  Fund  (No.  3)  Bill— 

BesolutioQ  [23rd  July]  reported  ; 

»*  That  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  Service  of  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1895,  the  sum  of  £17,715,550  be  granted  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  (Mr.  Mellor,  Th^  Cluincellor  of  the  Exchequer^  Sir  J.  T.  ffibbert:)— Bill 
presented,  and  read  first  time. 
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[Equalisation  of  Bates  (London)  Bill  (No.  124)— 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Amendment  proposed  to 
Question  [24th  Julj],  "  Tiiat  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

And  which  Amendment  was,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end 
of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day  three  months," — (Jfir. 
Alban  Gihbs,) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now  *  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Debate  resumed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     897 

After  Debate,  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move, 
"  That  the  Question  be  now  put  "  ...  ...  ...     942 

Question,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question,"  put 
accordingly,  and  agreed  to,  ♦ 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  & 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House." 

Amendment  propose^!,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,"  and  add  the  words — 

"  Select  Committee  composed  of  all  the  Members  who  represent  London  constituencies, 
together  with  Fifteen  other  Members  to  be  nominated  by  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
and  that  the  Committee  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Standing  Order  No.  47  as  far 
as  they  are  applicable  : 

That  the  Chairmen's  Panel  nominated  under  Standing  Order  No.  49  do  appoint  one 
of  their  Members  to  be  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  that  the  provisious  of 
Standing  Owler  No.  60  do  apply  to  the  Bill  when  reported  by  the  Committee," — (5«> 
J,  Goldsmid.') 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
thp  Question"  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••     946 

After  short  Debate,  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn  ...  •••     950 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  Monday  next. 

Merchant  Shipping  (re'committed)  Bill  (No.  132) — 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  I. 
Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Prize  Courts  Bill  [Lords]  (No.  311)— 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time." 
Second  Reading  deferred  till  To-morrow  ...  ...  ...     951 
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Charitable  Trasts  Acts  Amendment  Bill  ^Lords'}  (Ho.  296)— 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed,  *^  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time," — {Mr.  Cozens^Hardy.) 

After  short  Debate,  Motion   agreed  to;     Bill  read   a  second  time,   and 
committed  for  Wednesday  next. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill  (No-  236)— Lords  Amend- 
ments agreed  to. 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  Gf  o.  17)  Bill  (No-  248)~Lords  Amend- 
ments agreed  to. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No-  1)  Bill  [Lords^  (ifo.  806)— Reported 

without  amendment  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed]  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed. 

Bill  to  be  considereii  To-morrow. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No-  2)  Bill  [Lords']  (No-  307)-Beported,  with 

Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed]  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 

be  printed      ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     952 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

Yalnation   (Metropolis)  Bill   (No-   180)— Order  for' Second    Reading   read,    and 
discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

Borong^li  Pands  Aet  (1872)  Amendment  WSl^Ordered  {Sir  Albert  Roilit,  Sir 

Thomajf  Rte  ;)— Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.     [Bill  333.] 

Patent  Agents  Bill  (No.  18) — Special  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  on  Patent 
Agents  Bill  brought  up,  and  read. 

Patent  Agents  Bill — Reported  without  amendment. 

Patent  Agents  Registration  Bill  (No.  148)— Reported  with  Minutes  of  Evidence 
and  an  Appendix. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  printed.  [Bill  334]  ;  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  for  Monday  next. 

Special  Report  and  other  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  235.] 

Statute  Law  Revision  Bills,  &c. — 

Report  from  the  Joint  Committee,  in  respect  of  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 
Bill  [Lords],  brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  236.  ] 

LORDS,  THURSDAY,  JULY  26. 

Representatiys  Peers  for  Scotland — 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  had 
received  (by  post)  from  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland  ,,,  „,     953 

Minutes  of  the  election  of  the  Viscount  Falklan  I  and  the  Lord  Torphichen  as  two  of  the 
sixteen  Peers  of  Ssitlani,  18th  instant,  in  room  of  Jam3s  David  Viscount  Strathallan, 
and  John  Trotter  Earl  of  Lindsay,  deceased  ;  and 

Separate  Return  by  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  certain  Titles  of  Peerage  called  at  the 
said  election,  in  right  of  which  respectively  no  vote  had  been  received  and  counteil  at 
any  election  for  fifty  years  then  last  past  (pursuant  to  Act  14th  and  15th  Vict, 
chap.  87.)  ; 

Ordered  that  the  said  Minutes  of  Election,  &c.,  be  printed.    (No.  176.) 
VOL.  XXVn.    [fourth  series.]  [  rf  ] 
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Finance  Bill  (No.  168)— 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading,  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2%"— (TA«  Earl  of  Ro$ehery.) 

After  Debate,  Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2^  accordingly,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow  ...  ...     997 

local  Government  Provisional  Orders  Ofo.  14)  Bill  Ofo.  150) -Returned 

from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Local    Government    Provisional  Order  (Ho.  17)  Bill  (No.  128)— Returned 

from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Bill  [h.l.]  (Kfo.  169)— Reported  from  the  Joint 

Committee  on  Statute  Law  Revision  Bills,  and  Consolidation  Bills  with  Amend- 
mentSf  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow ;  and  to  be 
printed  as  amerulcd.    (No.  178.) 

local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  16)  Bill  (Wo.  126)— Amendments 

reported  (according  to  Order)  ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3»  To-morrow. 

Copyhold  Consolidation  Bill  [h.l.]  (No.  171)— 

Maved^  "  That  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee,  and  that  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal  (L.  Tweedmouth)  do  take  the  Chair  in  the  said  Committee  in  the  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  Committees:"  agreed  to:  House  in  Committee  accordingly:  The 
Amendments  proposed  by  the  Joint  Committee  made  :  Standing  Committee 
negatived  :  The  Report  of  Amendments  t^  be  received  To-morrow. 

Parochial  Electors  (Registration  .Acceleration)  Bill  (Ho.  174)— Amendments 

reported  (acconling  to  Order) ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow         ...  ...     998 

Boards  of  Conciliation  Bill  [h.l.]  (No- 112)— Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Onler),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3»  on  Monday  next. 

Valaation'of  Lands  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [h.l.]  (Ho.  163)— Read  3- 

(according  to  Order)  :  Amendments  made :  Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Hautioal  Assessors  (Scotland)  Bill— Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  i*  ;  to  be 
printe<l;  and  to  be  read  2»  To-morrow  (The  L«>rd  Privy  Seal  [L.  TtoeedmouthT). 
(No.  179.) 

Fnblic  Libraries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons ; 

read  !•;  to  be  printid ;  and  to  be  read  2*  To-morrow  (The  Lonl  Privy  Seal 
[L.  Tweedmouth]).    (No.  180.) 

COMMONS,    THURSDAY,    JULY    26. 
PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 


Bristol  Tramways  Bill  ILords']  {by  Order) — 
Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 
New  Clause — 

'*  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Company  to  take  or  demand  on  Sunday,  or  any  Bank, 
or  other  public  holiday,  any  higher  rates  or  charges  than  those  levie<l  by  them  on 
ordinary  week-days, — (.!//•.  A.  C.  Morton.) 

Ciau:5e  brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time  ...  ...  ...     999 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 

time." 
After  short  Debate,  Clause  agreed  to  ...  •••  ...  lOCO 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 
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MO  TION. 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Borrowing  Powers)  Bill- 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  explain  the  provisions  of  Part  II.  of  The 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  with  respect  to  powers  of  borrowing." 

Motion  agreed  to  •*.  •••  •••  •••  •••  1028 

Bill  ordered  {Mr.  Shaw-Le/evre,  Sir  Walter  Foster :) — Bill  presented,  and 
read  first  time.     [Bill  336.] 

ORDERS     OF    THE    DAY. 

o 
Xvicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill  (No.  176)— 
Order  for  Committee  read. 
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Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill — continued. 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Claase  1. 

After  short  Debate,  Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  5,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  tenancy,"  in  order  to  insert  the  word  "  tenant," — (Mr. 
Hanbury)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1029 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  *  tenancy  '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 
After  Debate,   Question  put : — The     Committee    divided  : — Ayes    213  ; 
Noes  1 59.— (Division  List,  No.  189)  ...  ...  ...  1046 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page   1,  line  5,  after  the  word  "holding,"  to 

insert  the  words 
^*  which  is  valued  under  the  Acts  relating  to  the  valuation  of  rateable  property  in 
Ireland  at  not  more  than  thirty  pounds  a  year," — (^Mr.  Brodriok.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  "     ...  ...  1050 

After  Debate,  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided  : — ^Ayes  133  ;  Noes 
198.— (Division  List,  No.  190)       ...  ...  ...  ...1060 

Several  other  Amendments  disposed  of. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  "determined,"  to 
insert  the  words  "  once  only," — (Mr.  Hanbury)  ...  ..•  1069 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  "     •••  ...  1070 

After  Debate,  Mr.  Clancy  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That 
the  Question  be  now  put "  ...  ...  •••  ...  1083 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  162  ;  Noes  94.— (Division  List,  No.  191.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  the  words  *  once  only '  be  there  inserted." 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes  107  ;  Noes  183.— (Division  List,  No.  192.) 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  "  determined,"  to 
insert  the  words  "  by  legal  process  by  reason  of  the  non-payment  of 
rent  thereof," — (Mr.  Barton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted"      ...  •••  1085 

After  Debate,  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  141  ; 
Noes  198.— (Division  List,  No.  193)  ...  ...  ...  1101 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  "determined,"  to 
insert  the  words  "  otherwise  than  by  way  of  breach  of  statutory  con- 
ditions 2  to  6," — (Mr.  Barton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted"      ...  ...  1103 

After  short  Debate,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  report  to  the  House  ...  ...  •••  •••  1105 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  [Guarantee  and  Expenses] — 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

**  That  it  is  expetlient  to  authorise  the  Treasury  to  guarantee  advances,  not  exceeding 
£250,000,  charged  on  the  Irish  Church  Temporalities  Fund,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act 
of  the  present  Session  to  make  provision  for  the  restoration  of  Evicted  Tenants  in 
Ireland,  and  to  charge  the  sums  required  to  meet  such  guarantee  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom : 
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Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration,  Ac. — continued. 

And  to  authorize  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any* 
salaries,  remuneration,  and  expenses  which  may  become  payable  under  the  said  Act, 
— (5»r  J.  T,  HihheH.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  '^  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again,** — {Mr.  T.  W,  Russell,) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Priae  Courts  Bill  [Lords']  (ITo.  811)— 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 
Objection  being  takeu,  Second  Reading  deferred  till  To-morrow  ...  IIOS 

Heritable  Securities  (Scotland)  {re-committed)  Bill  (If o.  816)— Committee 
\^Progres6^  23rd  July.] 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Motion   made,   and   Question  proposed,   "  That  the  Chairman  do  report 

Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again," — {Mr.  Banbury.) 
Motion  agreed  to. 
Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (ITo.  1)  (Canals  of  Great  Northem 
and  other  Railway  Companies)  Bill  (Mo.  178)— As  amended,  considered ;  to 

be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  2)  (Bridgewater,  &c- 

Canals)  Bill  (Ho.  198) — As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow  1 107 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  3)  (Aberdare,  &c-  Canals) 

Bill  (No-  216) — As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No-  5)  (Regent's  CanaD  Bill 

(No*  263) — As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  7)  (River  Anoholme,  fto) 

Bill  (No*  263)— As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No*  8)  (River  Cam,  fto)  Bill 

(No.  264) —As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  10)  (Canals  of  the  Caledonian, 
and  North  British  Railway  Companies)  Bill  (No-  266)— As  amended,  con- 
sidered ;  to  be  read  the  thinl  time  To-morrow. 

Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  12)  (Grand,  Ac- 

Canals)  Bill  (No.  268)— As  amended,  considered  ;    to  be  read  the  third  time 
To-morrow. 

Message  fkom  the  Lords — 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled  "An  Act  to  further  amend  The  Industrial  Schools 
Act,  1866."     [Industrial  Schools  Bill  [Zorrf*].] 

Industrial  Schools  Bill  [h.l.]— Reatl  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  335.] 

Consolidated  Pnnd  (No.  3)  Bill— Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  To-morrow. 

Market  Gardeners'  Compensation  Bill  (No.  306)-o,der  for  Consideration,  as 

amended  by  the  Standing  Committee,  read,  and  dischargeil  .  • .  ...   1108 

Bill  withdrawn. 
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Horitable    8eoiuitiM  (SoofUuid)    (re~cammitted)  Bill  (IFo.   316)— Considered  in 
Committee ;  Committee  report  Prof^reas  ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Fbus  and  Building  Leases  (Scotland)  — 
Beport  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Minntes  of  Evidence  and  Appendix,  brought 
op,  and  read. 

Beport  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed,    f^o.  238.] 

Select  Committees — 
Betnm  ordered,  "  of  the  number  of  Select  Committees,  appointed  in  the  Session  of  1894, 
including  the  Standing  Committees  and  the  Court  of  Referees;  the  subjects  of 
inquiry ;  the  names  of  the  Members  appointed  to  serve  on  each  and  the  Chairman  of 
each ;  the  number  of  days  each  Committee  met,  and  the  number  of  days  each 
Member  attended  ;  the  total  expense  of  the  attendance  of  Witnesses  at  each  Select 
Committee,  and  the  name  of  the  Member  wlio  moved  for  such  Select  Committee  ;  also 
the  total  number  of  Members  who  served  on  Select  Committees  (in  the  same  form  as, 
and  in  continuation  of,  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  0.175,  of  Session  1893-94)," — 
iMr.  J.  R  EllU.) 

Adjournment  Motions  Under  Standing  Order  17 — 

Return  ordered,  "of  Motions  for  Adjournment  under  Standing  Orrler  No.  17,  showing 
the  date  of  such  Motion,  the  name  of  the  Member  proposing  the  definite  matter  of 
argent  public  importance,  and  the  result  of  any  division  taken  thereon  in  the  Session 
1894  (in  the  same  form  as,  and  in  continuation  of.  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  99,  of 
Session  1894),"— (.l/r.  J.  E.  Ellis.) 

Closure  of  Debate  (Standing  Order  25)^ 

Return  ordered,  "  respecting  application  of  Standing  Order  No.  25  (Closure  of  Debate) 
daring  Session  1894  (in  the  same  form  as.  and  in  continuation  (<f,  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  57.  of  Session  1894),"— (.Vr.  J.  E,  Ellis.) 

LORDS,    FRIDAY,    JULY     27. 
Finance  Bill  (No.  168)— 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order)  ...  ...  ...  1109 

After  short  Debate,  Bill  reported  without  amendment ;    Standing  Com- 
mittee negatived  ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3^  on  Monday  next ...  ...   1110 

Licensing  Bill — 

Bill  to  amend  the  Licensing  Act,  1872 — Presented  {The   Lord  Norton.) 
After  short  Debate,  Bill  read  1*  ;  and  to  be  printed  (No.  181)  ...  1113 

Chimney  Sweepers  Bill  (No.  1S2)— 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order.) 

Amendmeots  made. 

Bill   re-committed    to   the   Standing   Committee ;  and   to   be   printed  as 
amended.     (No.  182)   •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  1114 

Nautical  Assessore  (Scotland)  Bill  (No.  179)— 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading,  read. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*,"— (TAe  Lord  Tweedmouth.) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 

of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next  ...  ...  •••1115 

Public  Libraries  (Ireland;  Acts  Amendment  Bill  (No.  180) — 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading,  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\''^The  Lord  Tweedmouth.) 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2»  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next  .••  •..  •••  1116 
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Local  Oovemment  ProvUional  Orders  OTo.  15)  Bill  (Ho.   126)  — Bead  a» 

(according  to  Order),  with  the  Amendment,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons. 

Statute  Law  Revision  Bills  and  Consolidation  Bills — 

The  Lord  Welby  added  to  the  Joint  Committee :  And  a  Message  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
the  House  of  Commons  to  acquaint  them  therewith,  and  to  request  them  to  add  one 
of  their  Members  to  the  said  Joint  Committee. 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Bill  [h.l.]  (Ho.  166)— House  in  Committee 

(according  to  Order)  :  The  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Joint  Committee  made : 
Standing  Committee  negatived:  The  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  on 
Monday  next. 

Copyhold  (Consolidation)  Bill  [h.l.]  (|fo.  17D— Amendments  reported  (according 
to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3»  on  Monday  next. 

Parochial  Electors  (Begistration  Acceleration)   Bill  (Ho.  174)  — Bead  3* 

(according  to  Order),  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons. 

Business  of  the  House — 

Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  to  be  considered  on  Monday  next,  in  order  to  its  being 
dispensed  with  for  that  day's  Sitting. 
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The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)  ...  ...  1118 

Royal  Liver  Friendly  Society — Question,   Mr.  Jacks  ;  Answer,   The 

Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert)  ...  •••  ...  1119 
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Exemption  from  the  Factory  Acts — Question,  Sir  H.  Maxwell ;  Answer, 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Asquith)  ...  1123 
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Johnston  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley). 
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Billingsgate  Tolls — Questions,  Mr.  H.  Foster  ;  Answers,  The  President 
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master General  (Mr.  A.  Morley)  •••  •••  •••  1 1 34 

The  Denbighshire  Intermediate  Education   ScHEME-rQuestion,   Mr. 

H.    Roberts ;     Answer,    The    Vice    President    of    the   Council    (Mr. 

Acland)      •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1136 

School  Accommodation  in  Cleckheaton — Question,  Viscount  Cranborne; 

Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Mr.  Acland)  •••  1137 

The   Grant    to    Public    Elementary    Schools — Questions,   Viscount 

Cranborne,  Mr.  Bartley  ;  Answers,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council 

(Mr.  Acland)  ...  ...  .••  •••  •••  1138 

Contracts  for  Works  in  Ireland — Questions,  Dr.  Kenny  ;  Answers,  The 

Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert)  •••  •••  1139 

Pictures  in  the   National   Gallery — Question,   Dr.  Kenny  ;  Answer, 

The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert)  ...  ...   1140 

The  Leighlinbridge  Female  National  School — Question,  Dr.  Kenny  ; 

.,     Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley). 
Indian  Import  Duties   on   Cotton   Goods — Question,   Sir  W.  Houlds- 

worth  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)      1141 
The    Collection    of    Rates    in    Dublin  —  Questions,     Dr.     Kenny ; 

Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley). 
London  Police  Magistrates — Questions,  Mr.  Powell  Williams  ;  Answers, 

The  Attorney  General  (Sir  J.  Rigby)  •••  ...  •••  1142 

Compounding  for  Stamp  Duty — Question,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Answer, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  W.  Harcourt)  ...  ...   1143 

Scottish  Local  Government  Bill — Questions,  Mr.  Graham  Murray,  Mr. 

Hozier  ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  W.  Harcourt)  1144 
The    Evicted    Tenants   Bill — Questions,   Sir   D.   Macfarlane,  Mr.  J. 

Redmond ;    Answers,   The   Chancellor    of    the   Exchequer    (Sir    W. 

Harcourt). 
China  and    Japan — Question,   Shr  E.  Ashmead-Bartlett ;    Answer,    The 

Uiider  Secretary  of  State  f6r  the  Colohies  (Mr.  S.' Buxton)  ...  ...  1145 
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Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)    Arbitration    Bill    (No,    176)— Committee— 

[^Progress,  26th  July]  .-  .•.  ..  ...  1146 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  "  determined,"  to 
insert  the  words  "  otherwise  than  for  breach  of  statutory  conditions  2 
to  6»"— (iVr.  Barton.) 

Question  again  proposed,  **  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Debate  resumed. 

After  Debate,  Mr.  J.  Morlej  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move, "  That 
the  Question  be  now  put "  ...  •••  ...  .••  1155 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided: — ^Ayes  175;  Noes  119.  —  (Division  List, 
No.  194.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  131  ;  Noes  177.  —  (Division  List, 
No.  195.) 

Amendment  proposeil,  in  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  **  determined,"  to 
insert  the  words  "otherwise  than  by  voluntary  surrender," — {Mr. 
fF.  Kenny.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  "      •••  •••  1156 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put  : — The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  144  ; 

Noes  190.— (Division  List,  No.  196)  ...  ...  ...  1159 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  "determined,"  to 
insert  the  words  "  otherwise  than  on  a  purchase  by  the  landlord  of  the 
tenant's  interest," — (  Viscount  fFolmer.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
After  short  Debate,  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  143  ; 
Noes  198.— (Division  List,  No.  197)  ...  ...  ...  1168 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  *Metermined,"  to 

insert  the  words 
"  otherwise  than  in  pursuanoe  of  an  order  of   a  fudge  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice 

where  a  Receiver  has  been  appointed  by  the  High  Court," — QMr.  Barton.') 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  "  ...  1164 

After  Debate,  Question  put: — The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  113; 
Noes  171.— (Division  List,  No.  198)  ...  ...  ...1172 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words  "the  first 
day  of  May  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine,"  in  order  to 
insert  the  words  "  the  thirty-first  day  of  October  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-two," — (J/r.  Hanhury,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause"     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1174 

After  Debate,  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes  137  ;  Noes 
72.— (Division  List,  No.  199)         ...  ...  ...  ...  1179 
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EviCTBD  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill — continued. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  7,  after  the  words  '^seventy-nine,"  to 
insert  the  words  "  and  before  the  twenty-third  day  of  May  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven," — (^r.  Barton,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  "      ...  .••  1181 

After  Debate,  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  103  ; 
Noes  158.— (Division  List,  No.  200)  ,♦.  ...  ...  119T 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  7,  after  the  words  '^  seventy-nine," 
to  insert  the  words  '*  and  the  former  tenant  thereof  is  now  resident  in 
Ireland," — {Mr,  Hanbury^ 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  "     •••  •••  1199 

After  Debate,  Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  after  the 
word  •'  thereof,"  to  insert  the  words  "  or  his  personal  representative," — 
(^Mr.  J,  Chamberlain)  •••  ...  •••  •••  1208 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed 
Amendment"  •••  •••  ...  ...  ...   1212 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ...  •••  1215 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  after  the  word 
** resident,"  to  insert  the  words  "or  domiciled," — {Mr,  Barton,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed 
Amendment." 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ...  •••  1218 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  '  and  the  former  tenant  thereof,  or  his 
personal  representative,  is  now  resident  or  domiciled  in  Ireland '  be  there 
inserted." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  110  ;  Noes  165. — (Division  List,  No.  201.) 

It  being  after  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  report  to 

the  House. 
Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

Parochial   Electors    (Registration   Acceleration)    Bill    (Ko.    282)— Lords 

Amendments  considered  ;  amendments  agreed  to. 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (Ifo-  1)    (Canals  of   Great 
Northern  and  other  Bailway  Companies)  Bill  (Ko.  178)— Hea^i  the  third 

time,  and  passed. 

Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  OVo.  2)  (Bridgewater, 

&C.  Canals)  Bill  (No.  198) — Read  ^^^e  third  time,  and  passed. 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (K  o-  3)  (Aberdare*  &c.  Canals) 

Bill  (No.  216)— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No-  5)  (Regent's  Canal)  Bill 

(No.  253)— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  7)  (River  Ancholme,  &c) 

Bill  (No-  263)— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No-  8)  (River  Cam,  &o.)  Bill 

(No.  264)— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ,„  ...  ...   1219 

Canal   Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No*    10)    (Canals    of   the 
Caledonian  and  North  British  Railway  Companies)  Bill  (No-  266)— 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No-  12)  (Grand,  fto-. 

Canals)  Bill  (No-  268)— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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Elementary  Education  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (Barry,  &c.)  Bill 

[Lords]  dfo,  310)— Reported,  with  Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  confinned]  ; 
as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next. 

Education  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [Lords]  (Ho.  300)— 

Reported,  with  Amendments  [Provisional  Order   confirmed]  ;  as   amended,  to  be 
considered  upon  Monday  next. 

Loeal  Government  (Scotland)  Bill  (No.  202)— Reported  from  the   standing 

Committee  (Scotland). 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  243.] 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed.     [No.  243.] 

Bill,  as  amended  in  the  Standing  Committee,  to  be  taken  into  consideration  apon 
Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  337.] 

Petroleum  [Inquiry  not  Completed] — 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up,  and  read. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  244.] 

Laroeny  Act  Amendment  Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 

time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  338.]  ,,,  .,,   1220 

Message  from  the  Lords — 
That  they  have  agreed  to — 
P|urochial  Electors  (Registration  Acceleration)  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  Valuation  of  Lands 

i Scotland)  Acts  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  the  Assessor  of  Railways  and  Canals.*' 
Valuation  of  Lands  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [Lords].] 

Convention  of  Boval  Burghs  (Scotland)  Act  (1879)  Amendment  BiIL— Ordered 

(^Mr.    Parker    Smithy  Dr.    Clark,    Mr,    Cochrane,    Mr,    Bonald    Crawford^  Mr, 
B&nshaw  :)^&i\\  presented,  and  read  first  time.    [Bill  339.] 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  3)  Bill — Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported,  without 
Amendment ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  [Guarantee  and  Expenses] — 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Question  again  proposed, 

'*  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  Treasury  to  guarantee  advances,  not  exceeding 
£250,000,  charged  on  the  Irish  Church  Temporalities  Fund,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act 
of  the  present  Session  to  make  provision  for  the  restoration  of  Evicted  Tenants  in 
Ireland,  and  to  charge  the  sums  required  to  meet  such  guarantee  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom  : 

And  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any 
salaries,  remuneration,  and  expenses  which  may  become  payable  under  the  said  Act," 
— (5»r  J,  T.  Mibhert.') 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

LORDS,    MONDAY,    JULY     30. 

Business  of  the  House — 

Standing    Order    No.   XXXIX.  considered    (according    to    Order),  and 
dispensed  with  for  this  day's  Sitting. 

Boards  of  Conciliation  Bill  [h.l.]  (No.  112)— 

Bill  read  3^  (according  to  Order)        •••  ...  ...  •••   1221 

After  short  Debate,  an  Amendment  agreed  to      •••  •••  •••  1222 

Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 
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Tinance  Bill  (Ho.  168)— 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Reading,  read. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3%" — (The  Earl  of  Rosehery.) 

After  Debate, Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  3*  accordingly,  B^adi passed      •••  1234 

Public  Libraries  (Ireland)  Aets  Amendment  Bill  (No.  180) — 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 

After  short  Debate,  Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  and  re-committed 
to  the  Standing  Committee  ...  ...  ...  •••  1236 

Thb  New  Zealand  Legislature — Question,  The  Earl  of  Onslow  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (The  Marquess  of  Ripon). 

Parocliial  Electors  (Registration  Acceleration)  Bill  (Ho.  174)— Returned  from 

the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Prevention  of  Cmelty  to  Children  Bill  [h.l.]  (No-  178)— Amendments  reported 

(according  to  Order)  ;  further  Amendments  made ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3»  To-morrow. 

Cfopyhold  (Consolidation)  Bill  [h.l.]  (Ifo.  ni)— Read  3»  (according  to  Order),  and 
pa^ed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Hautical  Assessors  (Scotland)  Bill  (ITo.  179)— House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order)  ;  Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  and  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Cominittee. 

Consolidated  Fond  (Ho.  3)  Bill— Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ;  Then 
(Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  dispensed  with  for  this  day's  Sitting) 
read  2* ;  Committee  negatived  ;  Bill  read  S%  and  passed. 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (Ho.  1)  (Canals  of  the  Great 
northern  and  certain  other  Railway  Companies)  Bill  — Brought  from  the 

Commons ;  read  1»;  to  be  printed  ;  anl  referra^l  to  the  Examiners.    (No.  184)        ,,,   1237 

Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (Ho.  2)  (Bridgewater, 

&C.,,  Canals)  ?Bill— Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  !• ;  to  be  printed  ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners.    (No.  185.) 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges   Provisional  Order  (Ho.  3)  (Aberdare,  fto-,  Canals) 

Bill— Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  !• ;   to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners.    (No.  186.) 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (Ho.  5)  (Begent's  Canal)  Bill- 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  !•  ;  to  b3  printed  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 
(No.  187.) 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (Ho.  7)  (River  Ancholme,  Ac) 

Bill— Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read   1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners.    (No.  188.) 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (Ho.  8)  (River  Cam,  ftc)  Bill- 
Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  !•  ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 
(No.  189.) 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (Ho-  10)  (Canals  of  Caledonian 
and  Horth  British  Railway  Companies)  Bill— Brought  from  the  Commons ; 

read  1*  ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners.    (No.  190.) 

Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (Ho.  12)  (Grand,  &c«, 

Canals)  Bill— Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ;  to  be  printed. ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners.    (No.  191)  ...  ...  •••  ...  1238 
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Trinity    Infants*    School,    Darwen — Question,  Viscount    Cranborne ; 

Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Mr.  Acland)  ...  •••  1257 

Threatening  Notice  in  Clare — Question,  Mr.  Macartney  ;  Answer,  The 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley). 
Lunatics  in  Belfast  Workhouse — Question,   Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answer,  The 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)     ...  ...  •••  1258 

Female  Assistant  Teachers  in  Ireland — Question,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answer, 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley). 
The  AoMiNisTRATiOJf  OF  Cyprus — Question,  Admiral  Field;  Answer,  The 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  S.  Buxton)  ...  1259 

Cape  Andrea — Questions,  Admiral  Field,  Mr.  Gibson   Bowles  ;  Answers, 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Bryce)  ...  ...  1 260 

Anderby    Church     School,    Lincolnshire —  Question,     Mr.     Talbot ; 

Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Couucil  (Mr.  Acland)  ...  1261 

Salmon  Fishing  Prosecution   at  Oban — Question,  Sir  D.  Macfarlane ; 

Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour). 
Loch  Tarbert  Fisheries — Questions,  Sir  D.    Macfarlane ;  Answers,  The 

Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  ..•  ...  ...  1262 

The  Corean  Difficulty — Question,  Sir  E.   Ashmead-Bartlett ;  Answer, 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  E.  Grey)         •••  1263 
The  Registration  of  Cycles — Question,  Mr.  Gribson  Bowles  ;  Answer, 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Asquith). 
Lord  Lieutenancy  op  Limerick — Question,  Mr.  O'Keeffe  ;  Answer,  The 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)     •••  •••  .••  1264 

Wages  in  Government  Dockyards  —  Question,   Sir  G.  Baden-Powell ; 

Answer,  The  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  E.  Robertson). 
ZoBEHR  Pasha  —  Question,  Sir  G.   Baden-Powell ;  Answer,    The  Under 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  E.  Grey). 
The  Explosion  in  the  Solent — Question,  Sir  G.  Baden-Powell ;  Answer, 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Asquith)  •••  1265 

Bar  Practice  at  Quarter  Sessions  —  Question,    Mr.     Weir ;    Answer, 

^The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Asquith)  .••   1266 

Leighlinbridge  (County  Carlo w)  National  School — Questions,  Dr. 

Kenny,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 

(Mr.  J.  Morley). 
Wages  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Yard  at  Deptford  —  Question,    Mr. 

Fisher  ;  Answer,  The  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  E.  Robertson). 
Religious  Tolerance    in    Hyde  Park — Questions,   Mr.  W.  Johnston  ; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Asquith)  1267 
Naval  Service  on   the  Australian   Station— Question,  Mr.  Gourley  ; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttle  worth)    „•  1268 
The  Ventilation  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament — Question,  Mr.  Weir  ; 

Answer,  The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  H.  Gladstone). 
Prosecutions  for  Drunkenness  at  Boyle — Question,  Mr.  Tully  ;  Answer, 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)  ...  ..•  1269 

New  Londonderry  Asylum — Question,  Sir  T.   Lea ;  Answer,  The  Chief 

Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)  •••  ...  ...  1270 

The  Gubernador  Explosion  —  Questions,    Sir    E.    Ashmead-Bartlett; 

Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  E.  Grey)  1271 
Business  of  the  House — Notice,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir 

W.  Harcourt)  ;  Questions,  Mr.  Thornton,  Mr.  J.  Lowther,  Mr.  Chaplin, 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  W 

Harcourt). 
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National  Education  (Ireland)  (Leighlinbridge  Female  School)— 

Motion  for  a  Return  thereon  (Dr,  Kenny)  •••  ...  ...  1272 

After  short  Debate,  Motion  agreed  to. 

ORDERS    OF     THE    DAY. 


SUPPLY, — considered  in  Committee — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE  DEPARTMENTS,  189^-5. 
Third  Vote  on  Account. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  further  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,683,150,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  on  account, 
for  or  towards  defraying  the  Charges  for  the  following  Civil  Services  and  Revenue 
Departments  for  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1895,  namely  (jsee  Debates)    1273 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  Item  (Class  I.,  Vote  13),  of  £10,000,  for  Rat«s  on  Government  Property,  be 
reduced  by  £100,"— (iSfir  ^.  iiomO  ...  ...  ...  ...   1276 

After  short  Debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn  ...  ...  1278 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

After  short  Debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
»*  That  the  Item  (Class  II,  Vote  8).  of  £10,000,  for  the  Treasury  and  Subordinate  Depart- 
ments, be  reduced  by  £200,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury," 
^(,Mr.  Bartley)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1291 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  73  ; 
Noes  156. — (Division  List,  No.  202)  ...  ...  ...  1298 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

After  Debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  Item  (Class  II.,  Vote  6),  of  £7,000,  for  the  Foreign  Office,  be  reduced  by  £100, 
in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  Secretary  of  State,"— (Cwwffwnrfer  Bethell)  ...  1314 

After  Debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  ti'tMefrati^ra         ...  ...  ...  1340 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

After  short  Debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Item  (Class  II.,  Vote  5),  of  £7,000,  for  the  Foreign  Office,  be  reduced  by  £500," 
•^{.Mr,  Curzon)  ...  ,„  ...  ...  ..,   1343 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  1357 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

After  short  Debate,  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to      •••  ...  1361 

Resolution   to  be   reported   To-morrow  ;   Committee   to   sit   again   upon 
Wednesday. 

Croftera'  Holdings  (Scotland)  Bill  (Ho.  294)— 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 
After  short  Debate,  Second  Reading  deferred  till  Wednesday. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


TABLE  OP  CONTENTS. 
[Jufy  30.]  Page 

Jierohant  Shipping  {re-committed)  Bill  (No.  321) — Com MiTTiE«^[jPro^reM, 
25th  July.] 
Bill  coasidered  in  Committee. 

(la  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

After  short  Debate,  Motion  made,  aad  Question  proposed,  ^'  That  the 
Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,*' — {Mr. 
Penrose  Fitz Gerald)    •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  1363 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

IndoBtrial  Schools  Bill  ILords]  (No.  SS5)— 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ^^  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

After  short  Debate,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  To-morrow. 

Education  Provisional    Order   Confirmation  (London)   Bill    [Lords]  (No. 

300)^ As  amended,  ooosidered  ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  Tomorrow. 

momentary  Education  Provisional  Orders  Gonflrmation  (Barry,  Ac.)  Bill 

[Lords]  (ffo,  810)— A.8  amended,  coasidered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow     1364 

MSSSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS 

That  they  have  agpreed  to,^ 

Local  Ooyemment  ProTisional  Orders  (No.  15)  Bill. 

Statute  Law  Revision  Bills,  &c., — That  they  have  added  a  Lord  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Statute  Law  Revision  Bills  and  Consolidation  BlllSi  and  request  this  House  to  add 
one  of  its  Members  to  the  said  Joint  Committee. 

Consolidated  Pond  (So.  3)  Bill— Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Prise  Courts  Bill  [Lords]  dfo*  311) — ^^^d  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  To- 
morrow. 

Adjournment — 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *^  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 

The  Crofters  Act  Amendment  Bill — Observations  thereon,  Dr. 
Macgregor. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LORDS,    TUESDAY,    JULY    31. 

Commission — 

The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal  Assent :— - 
Consolidated  Fund  (No.  3.) 
Finance. 

Zanzibar  Indemnity.  -  - 

Parochial  Electors  (Registration  Acceleration.) 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1 4.) 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  17.) 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  18.) 
VOL.  XXVIL  [fourth  series.]  [  *  ] 
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Vnifoma  Bill  (Ho.  170)— 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading,  read. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»,"— (TAc  Lord  Chelmsford.) 

After  short  Debate,  Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Britiflh  Maseum  (Purchase  of  Land)  Bill  (No.  173)— 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading,  read. 

Movedy  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»,"— (TAc  Earl  of  Rosebery.) 

Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next  •••  •••  •••  1367 

Chimney  Sweepers  Bill  GTo.  132) — Reported  from  the  standing  Committee  with 
further  Amendments  :  the  Report  of  the  Amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  of  the  Amendments  made  by  tile  Standing  Committee,  to  be 
received  on  Thursday  next ;  and  Bill  to  be  printed,  as  amended.    (No.  192.) 

Hautioal  Assessors  (SoofUuid)  Bill  OTo.  179)— Reported  from  the  standing  Com- 
mittee with  Amendments :  the  Report  thereof  to  be  received  on  Friday  next ;  and 
Bill  to  be  printed,  as  amended.    (Mo.  198.) 

Public  Libraries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill  (So.  180)— Reported  from  the 

standing  Committee  with  Amendments  :  the  Report  thereof  to  be  received  on  Friday 
next ;  and  Bill  to  be  printed,  as  amended.    (No.  194.) 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Bill  [h.l.]  (So.  178)— Read  3»  (according  to 

Order) ;  an  Amendment  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Common  ««,  186B 


COMMONS,    TUESDAY,    JULY    31. 
PRO  VISIONAL      ORDER     BILLS. 


Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (Ho.  4)  (Birmingham  Canal)  Bill 
{by  Order)  (No.  252)— 
Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 
After  short  Debate, 
Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commissioners        •••  •••  •••  1369 

The  House  went ; — and  being  returned  ; — 

Royal  Assent — 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal  Assent  to,-<— 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  3)  Act,  1894. 

Finance  Act,  1894. 

Zanzibar  Indemnity  Act,  1894. 

Registration  Acceleration  Act,  1894. 

Local  Government  Board's  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  14)  Act, 
1894. 

Local  Government  Board's  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  17)  Act, 
1894. 

Local  Government  Board's  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  18)  Act, 
1894. 
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Oanal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  (Birmingham  Oanal) ....  i 
Bill  {by  Order)  (Ho.  252)— 
Bill,  as  amended,  further  considered. 
After  Debate,  several  Amendments  agreed  to. 
BiH  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow  ...  ••.  ...  1373 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  \_Lord8^  {by  Order)  (No.  806)— 
Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  the  Liverpool  and  Walton-on-the-Hill  Tramways 
Order,  to  insert,  as  a  new  paragraph,  the  words — 

(As  to  fares  on  holidays  and  Sundays.) 
'^  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Company  to  take  or  demand  on  Sunday  or  on  any  bank 
or  other  public  holiday  any  higher  rates  or  charges  than  those  levied  by  them  on 
ordinary  week-days,"— (Jfr.  A.  C.  Mortm.') 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

After  Debate,  Question  put  : — The  House  divided  : — Ayes  70  ;  Noes  139. 
—(Division  List,  No.  203)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1380 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords']  (by  Order)  (Ho.  807)— 

Amendment  proposed  to  Croydon  Extension   Order,  in  page  22,  to  leave 
out  paragraph  34a — 

"  The  promoters  or  any  Company  or  person  working  or  using  the  tramways  shall  not 
raise  their  fares  on  any  Sanday  or  public  holiday," — (J/r.  8.  Herbert.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  said  Order "  ...  ...  ...   1381 

After  short  Debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now 
adjourned," — {Mr,  W,  Johnston^) — put,  and  agreed  to       ...  ...  1385 

Debate  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

QUE  S TIONS . 


Police  Prosecutions  at  Naas  and  Newbridge — Questions,  Mr.  Kennedy  ; 

Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley). 
Samoa — Question,   Mr.  Hogan  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  E.  Grey)         ...  ...  ...  ...  1386 

Rural  Postmen — Question,  Mr.  Hogan  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 

(Mr.  A.  Morley)       ,    •••  •••  ...  ...  ...  1387 

Cemetery  Fees  at  Dalton-in-Furness — Question,  Mr.  Carvell  Williams  ; 

Answer,  The   Secretary    of    State    for    the   Home   Department   (Mr. 

Asquith). 
Lord  Clanricarde's  Agent — Questions,  Mr.  Roche,  Mr.  Macartney,  Mr. 

Sexton,  Mr.  Field  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J. 

Morley)      •••  •••  ...  ...  ...  •••  1388 

Colonel  Longbourn,  R.M.,  and  the  Clanricarde  Agent — Question,  Mr. 

Roche  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)       •••  1390 
Wtndham  Pit  Mine,  South  Wales — Question,  Mr.  Woods  ;  Answer,  The 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Asquith)  •••  1391 

Liverpool  Telegraph  Clerks'  Grievances — Question,  Mr.  W.  Long  ; 

Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  A.  Morley)  ...  •••  1392 

Bodtke    Police — Questions,    Mr.    W.    Redmond ;  Answers,  The   Chief 

Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley). 
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Thb  Clare  Magistracy  —  Question,    Mr.  W.    Redmond ;   Answer,    The 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)     •«•  ...  •••   1393- 

SoLDiBRs'  Workshops — Question,  Colonel  Murray ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 

of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Campbell-Ban nerman). 
Staines  Rifle  Range — Questions,  Mr.   R.  G.  Webster,   Colonel  Howard 

Vincent ;  Answers,   The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Campbell- 

Bannerman)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1394 

The  Post  Office  and  the  National  Telephone  Company — Question, 

Mr.  Harry  Foster  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  A.  Morley)   1395 
Inland    Revenue   Business   in    Berwickshire — Question,   Mr.   Jacks ; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert)  ...   1396 

Dublin  Sorting  Office — Question,  Mr.  Field  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster 

General  (Mr.  A.  Morley)  ••*  •••  •••  ...  1397 

Imperial    Penny    Postage — Questions,  Captain     Sinclair,   Mr.   Henniker 

Heaton  ;  Answers,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  A.  Morley). 
Cruelty  to   Children — Question,   Mr.   Powell  Williams  ;    Answer,   The 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Asquith)  ...   1298 

Military  and  Orphan  Funds  in  India — Question,  Sir  G.  Baden-Powell; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  ...   1399 

Indian  Forest  Service  Department — Question,  Sir  R.  Temple  ;  Answer, 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  ...  ...  1400 

Carlow  District  Lunatic  Asylum — Question,  Mr.  Barton  ;  Answer,  The 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)     ...  •••  .••  1401 

Eviction  at  Mungret — Questions,  Mr.  Barton,  Mr.  Macartney  ;  Answers, 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley). 
Evicted   Tenancies  in  Ireland — Question,   Mr.   Fisher ;   Answer,   The 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)     .••  ...  ...  1403 

Board  of  Irish  Lights — Questions,  Mr.  Field  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley),  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 

(Mr.  Bryce). 
Inspectors  of  Metalliferous  Mines — Questions,   Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther, 

Mr.  Woods,  Mr.  Stuart- Wortley ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 

the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Asquith)  ...  ...  ...   1404 

Sand  Heaps  in  London  Parks — Questions,  Mr.  Crosfield,  Mr.  Tomlinson  ; 

Answer,  The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  H.  Gladstone)  •••  1405 

Rating  of  Government   Buildings — Question,  Mr.  Hanbury  ;    Answer, 

The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert)  ...  ...   1406 

The  Dibbs  Ministry — Questions,  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton,  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ; 

Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  S.  Buxton). 
The  Armenian  Prisoners  in  Turkey — Question,  Mr.  Schwann  ;  Answer 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  E.  Grey)  ...   1407 

Army  Medical  Staff — Question,  Mr.  M*Cartan  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 

of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman)   ••.  •••  ...   1408 

Wills  in  the  Welsh  Language — Question,  Mr.  Bryn  Roberts  ;  Answer, 

The  Attorney  General  (Sir  J.  Rigby). 

MO  T I  ON. 


Business  OF  the  House  (Procedure  on  the  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland) 
Arbitration  Bill) — Resolution — 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  proceetlings  in  Committee  and  on  Report,  and  on  the  Resolution  relating  to 
Onarantees  and  Expenses,  on  the  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  BiU,  unless 
previously  disposed  of,  shall  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  at  the  times  and  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  mentioned :— 
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Business  op  the  House — continued. 

(a)  The  proceedings  in  Committee  on  Clause  1,  at  Eleven  [p.m.  on  Thursday,  2nd 
August  ; 

(b)  The  proceedings  in  Committee  on  the  Money  Resolution,  and  on  Clauses  2  and  3, 
at  Eleven  p.m.  on  Friday,  3rd  August ; 

(c)  The  proceedings  on  Report  of  the  Money  Resolution,  and  in  Committee  on 
Clauses  4  and  5,  at  Eleven  p.m.  on  Monday,  6th  August ; 

(d)  The  proceedings  in  Committee  on  the  remaining  Clauses,  new  G-overnment 
Clauses,  Schedules,  and  new  Government  Schedules  (if  any)  at  Eleven  p.m.  on 
Tuesday,  7th  August ; 

(e)  That  the  Consideration  of  the  Report  be  appointed  for  Thursday,  9th  August, 
and,  if  not  previously  disposed  of,  the  proceedings  thereon  be  concluded  at  Eleven 
p.m.  on  that  day. 

At  the  said  appointed  times  the  Speaker  or  Chairman  shall  put  forthwith  the  Question 
or  Questions  on  any  Amendment  or  Motion  already  proposed  from  the  Chair,  and 
shall  next  proceed  successively  to  put  forthwith  the  Question  on  any  Amendments 
moved  by  the  Government,  of  which  Notice  has  been  given  (but  no  other  Amend- 
ments), and  on  every  other  Question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  allotted  business.  In 
the  case  of  new  Clauses  and.  Schedules  he  shall  put  only  the  Question,  That  such 
Clause  or  Schedule  be  added  to  the  Bill.  Until  the  conclusion  of  the  Committee,  as 
soon  as  such  allotted  business  has  been  disposed  of,  the  Chairman  shall  report  Pro- 
gress, and  at  the  conclusion  he  shall  report  the  Bill  to  the  House.  The  Question  on 
the  Motion  appointing  the  next  consideration  of  the  Bill  shall  be  put  forthwith. 

Proceedings  under  this  Order  shall  not  be  interrupted  under  the  provisions  of  any  Standing 
Order  relating  to  the  Sittings  of  the  House. 

After  the  passing  of  this  Order  no  dilatory  Motion  on  the  Bill,  nor  under  Standing 
Order  17,  nor  Motion  to  postpone  a  ('lause,  shall  be  received,  unless  moved  by  a 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  the  Question  on  any  such  Motion  shall  be  put 
forthwith,"— (2%a  Chancellor  of  the  Exoheqnef)  ...  .,.  ...   141 1 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That,"  to  the  end  of  the 
Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words — 

**  This  House  regrets  that  Her  Majesty's  Government,  having  thought  fit  to  urge  upon 
the  attention  of  a  Parliament  exhausted  by  18  months'  continuous  Session  a  measure 
violent  and  novel  in  its  character,  based  upon  no  adequate  inquiry,  and  involving  the 
most  controverted  problems  connected  with  the  agrarian  question  in  1  reland,  should 
endeavour  to  pass  it  through  its  various  stages  by  methods  which  deprive  the 
minority  of  their  just  rights,  make  fair  discussion  impossible,  and  are  calculated  to 
bring  the  proceedings  of  this  House  into  deserved  contempt,"-— (JLTr.  A.  J.  Balfour.') 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question"  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1418 

ifter  Debate,  Question  put : — The  House  divided  : — Ayes  217;  Noes  174. — 
(Division  List,  No.  204)  ...  ...  ...  ...1446 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


ORDERS    OF     THE     DAY. 


SUPPLY— Report— 

Resolution  [30th  July]  reported. 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE  DEPARTMENTS,  1894-95. 

(Third  Vote  on  Account.) 

"That  a  further  snm, not  exceeding  £3,583,150,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  on  account, 
for  or  towards  defraying  the  Clmrges  for  the  following  Civil  Services  and  Revenue 
Departments  for  the  year  ending  on  the  81st  day  of  March  1896."— [See  page  1273]       1447 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

After  Debate,  Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  ''  £3,583, 150,"  in  order 
to  insert  £3,583,050,"— (Co/one/ /?oii7arrf  Vincent)  ...  ...  1480 
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SJJFFLY—REPORT^-cantinued. 

Question  proposed,  "  That «  £3,583,150'  stand  part  of  the  Resolution  "...  1484 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  •••  •••  ••.  1486 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

After  Debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ...  ...  •••  1492 

IndoBtrial  Sohools  Bill  ILords]  (So.  SS5)— 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 
Amendment. 

Message  from  the  Lords — 

That  they  have  agreed  to — 

Finance  Bill. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  3)  Bill. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  *'  An  Act  to  confer  additional  powers  on  Boards 

of  Conciliation  and  Arbitration,"     [Boards  of  Conciliation  Bill  [Lttrdg].] 
And  also  a  Bill,  intituled,  *'  An  Act  to  consolidate  the  Copyhold  Acts."     [Copyhold 

Consolidation  Bill  \ Lords].] 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  CWo.  15)  Bill  (Wo.  237)— Lords  Amend- 

ments  agreed  to  ...  ...  •••  •••  ...    1^93 

Eduoation  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [Lords]  (No.  SCO- 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

Elementary  Education  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (Barry,  &c.)  Bill 

ILirrds]  (No.  310) — Reatl  the  third  time,  and  passed,  \nth  Amendments. 

Public  Account8  Committee — 
Fourth  Report,  with  Minute-s  of  Evidence  and  Appendix,  brought  up,  and  read. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  249.] 

Coal  Mines  (Check  Weigher)  Bill  [Lords]  —Read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed,     [Bill  340.] 

Quarries  Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  341.] 

Message  from  the  Lords — 
That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  consolidate  the  Acts  relating  to  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to,  and  Protection  of,  Children."     [Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children  Bill  [Lords].] 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Bill  [Lords] — Rea^l  the  first  time ,-  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  342.] 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  [Guarantee  and  Expenses] 
Bill — 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  Treasury  to  guarantee  advances,  not 
excee<ling  £250,001),  charged  on  the  Irish  Church  Temporalities  Fund,  in  pursuance  of 
any  Act  of  the  present  Session  to  make  provision  for  the  restoration  of  Evicted  Tenants 
in  Ireland,  and  to  charge  the  sums  required  to  meet  such  guarantee  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
And  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any 
salaries,  remuneration,  and  expenses  which  may  become  payable  under  the  said  Act," — 
(Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert")  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...   1494 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 
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Priie  Courts  Bill  iLords]  Qfo.  SID^-Considered  io  Oommittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Claase  1. 
Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

StAtirrB  Law  Rkvision  Bills,  &c. — 

Message  from  the  Lords  [30th  July],  requesting  this  House  to  nominate  an  additional 
Member  to  the  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons  on  Statute  Law  Reyision 
Bills  and  Consolidation  Bills,  considered. 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Channing  be  added  to  the  Select  Committee  appointed  by  this  House 
to  join  with  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Lords  On  Statute  Law  Revision  Bills  and 
Consolidation  Bill& 

Ordered^  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  Lords  to  acquaint  them  therewith,-— (Jlfr.  T,  JB, 
JSltis,^ 

Industrial  Schools  Bill  \,Lord»]  (Ho.  335)-~(^0Qsidered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without  Amendment ;  ];ead  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment. 

Foreign  and  Colonial  Xeat  (Ho*  2  Bill  (Vo.  45)—Order  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Second  Reading  [4th  April]  read,  and  discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

COMMONS,   WEDNESDAY,    AUGUST    1. 
ORDERS    OF     THE    DAY. 


Evicted      Tenants      (Ireland)      Arbitration      [Guarantee      and 

Expenses] — 

Resolution  reported  ; 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  Treasury  to  guarantee  advances,  not  exceeding 
£250,000,  charged  on  the  Irish  Church  Temporalities  Fund,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act 
of  the  present  Session  to  make  provision  for  the  restoration  of  Bvicted  Tenants  in 
Ireland,  and  to  charge  the  sums  required  to  meet  such  guarantee  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom  : 

And  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any 
salaries,  remuneration,  and  expenses  which  may  become  payable  under  the  said  Act     1497 

Resolution  agreed  to, 

Svicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill  (Ho.  176)— Committee.    [/Vo- 
gress^  27th  July."] 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(lu  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 
Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  8,  after  the  word  ^'  representative,** 

to  insert  the  words — 
"  Not  being  an  administrator  who  has  obtained  letters  of  administration  as  a  creditor,^* 
^  iMr.  J,  Morley)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...1498 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

After  short  Debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to* 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  lioe  11,  to  leave  out  the  words  ''the  land* 
lord  is  in  occupation  of  the  holding  and  that," — {Mr,  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  words  '  the  landlord '  stand  part  of  the 
Clause"     •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  1606 

After  Debate,  Question  put  : — The  House  divided  : — ^Ayes  128  ;  Noes  57, 
— (Division  List,  No.  206)  ...  ...  ...  •••  1632 
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Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill— con/tnuecf. 
Farther  Amendments  agreed  to. 
Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to         •••  •••  .«•  ...  1536 

Clause  2,  after  Debate,  amended  and  agreed  to    •••  «««  •••  1541 

Clause  3. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words  ^'  created 
before  the  passing  of  this  Act,'*  and  insert  the  words  '*  hotUifide  created 
before  the  19th  day  of  April,  1894,"— (J/r.  J.  Morley.) 

Question,  ''That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause,*'  put,  and  negatived  •••  •••  •••  ...  1542 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.*' 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  to  insert,  after  the  word 
"  created,'*  the  words  "  at  least  two  years," — {Mr,  Clancy.) 

Question  proposed, ''  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed 
Amendment"  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1543 

After  Debate,  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  14  ;  Noes 
181. — (Division  List,  No.  206)       ...  ...  ...  •••1545 

Words  inserted. 

After  short  Debate,  and  further  Amendments  made. 

Clause,  as  amended,  a^re6cf /o  ...  ...  ...  ...  1551 

Clause  4. 

After  Debate,  it  being  after  half-past  Five  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left 
the  Chair  to  make  his  report  to  the  House         •••  ....  .••  1558 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Oroften'  Holdings  (Scotland)  Bill  (No.  294)— 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time," — (J)r.  Macgregor.) 

After  short  Debate,  Objection  being  taken  to  Further  Proceeding,  Second 
Reading  deferred  till  To-morrow     ...  •••  •••  ...  1554 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order  (Ho.  4)  (Birmingham  Canal)  Bill 

Glo.  252)— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (So.  1)  Bill  [Lords]  (Ho.  306)— Read  the  third 

tinfe,  and  pasaed,  without  Amendment. 

Copyhold  Consolidation  Bill  [Lords]^^iead  the  fint  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
apon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  844.] 

Charitable  Trusts  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [Lords]  (Ho.  296)— Considered  in  Com- 

mittee,  and  reported,  without  Amendment ;  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Settled  Land  Act  (1882)  Amendment  Bill  (Ho.  820)— Order  for  Second  Reading 

read,  and  discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

Agrionltoral  Eduoation  in  Elementary   Schools  BIQ  (Ho.  09)— Order  for 

Second  Reading  read,  and  discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 
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Crown  Lands  Bill  (Ho.  4)— Reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  MinvtM  of 
BTidence. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  262.] 
Minutes  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed.    [No.  352.] 

Bill,  as  amended,  re-committod  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  Friday,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  343.] 

Food  Products  Adulteration — 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up,  and  read 
[Inquiry  not  completed]  ...  ...  ...  ...  1565 

Report  to  he  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  253.] 

Valuation  of  Lands  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [Lords]^iiead  the  first 

time  :  to  be  reail  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  346,] 

Trusts  Administration — 

The  Select  Committee  on  Trusts  Ailministration  was  nominated. 

Orticred,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records : 

Ordered.  That  Five  be  the  quorum,— (i!/r.  T.  E.  EUii.) 

Adjournment — 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *•*'  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 

Bltsiness  of  the  House — 

After  short  Debate  thereon.  Motion  agreed  to. 


LORDS,  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  2. 

Sat  First — 

Lord  Coleridge,  after  the  death  of  his  father* 

Charitable  Tnuts  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [h.l.]  (Ho.  12)— Returned  from  the 

Commons  agreed  to. 
Industrial  Schools  Bill  [h.l.]  (Ho.  152)— Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [X<>r/f;r]  (Ho.  43>-Retumed  from 

the  Commons  agreed  to. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  CNo.  IS)  Bill  (Ho.  126)— Returned  from 

the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Education  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h.l.]  (Ho.  66y- 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Elementary  Education  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (Barry,  ftcO  Bill 

[h.l.]  (Ho.  54) — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Statute  Law  Revision  Bills  and  Consolidation  Bills — 

McRsage  from  the  Commons  that  they  have  added  a  Member  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Statute  Law  Revision  Bills  and  Consolidation  Bills  as  requested  by  their  Lordships. 

Chimney    Sweepers  Bill  (Ho.  192)— Amendments  reported  (according  to  Order), 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

Britiflh  Mnsenm  (Purchase  of  Land)  Bill  (Ho.  173)— House  in  Committee  (acoopd- 

ing  to  Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amendment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 

and  Bill  to  be  read  3' To-morrow  ...  ...  ...  ...1558 

VOL.  XXVII.  [voubth  sebiss.]  [  /  ] 
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(Mr.  Acland)  •••  •••  ...  •••  •••  1575 

Evictions  in  County  Sligo — Question,  Mr.  Dillon ;  Answer,  The  Chief 

Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)  ...  •••  •••  1576 

The  National  Gallery  of  Ireland— Question,  Dr.  Kenny  ;  Answer,  The 

Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert)  ...  •••  1577 

Floods  at  Beleek — Questions,  Mr.  Knox,  Mr.  Dane  ;  Answers,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert). 

Rabies — Question,  Mr.   Knox ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 

(Mr.  J.  Morley)  •••  .••  •••  •••  •••  1578 

Her  Majesty^s  Theatre,  Pall  Mall — Questions,  Mr.  Knox  ;  Answers, 

The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert)  •••  ...  1579 

Belfast  Telegraph  Office — Question,  Mr.  Knox ;  Answer,  The  Post- 
master General  (Mr.  A.  Morley). 

The  Education  Minister  and  Voluntary  Schools — Questions,  Mr. 
Harry  Foster,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  Answers,  The  Vice  President  of  the 
Council  (Mr.  Acland)  •••  ...  ..•  •••  •••  1580 

Evicted   Farhs   on   the    Massereene  Estate — Questions,   Mr.   T.  M. 

Healy  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley)       •••  1581 

Building  Societies — Questions,  Mr.  Jackson  ;  Answers,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  6.  Russell)   •••  •••  1582 

CoLDBATH  Fields  Money  Order  Office — Question,  Mr.  E.  H.  Bayley ; 
Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  A.  Morley). 

The  Appledore  Contract — Questions,  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Flynu,  Mr.  W.  John- 
ston ;  Answers,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Bryce)        ...  1583 

The  Conversion  of  the  Indian  Four  per  Cent.  Rupee  Loan — Question, 
Mr.  Cohen  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1584 

Jabez  Balfour — Question,  Mr.  Stuart- Wortley  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Aflfairs  (Sir  E.  Grey)  ...  ...  1585 

The  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  (Amendment)  Bill — Questions,  Mr. 
Tomlinson ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  W. 
Harcourt),  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Bryce.) 

The  Indian  Budget — Question,  Mr.  Goschen ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Sir  W.  Harcourt). 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 
0 

Bvicted   Tenants   (Ireland)   Arbitration   Bill — Committee.     IProgressy 
5cL?'  i^i  August,'] 

Bill  considered  in  Committee  •••  •••  •••  •••  1586 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  4. 

After  Debate,  and  several  Amendments  proposed  and  disposed  of, 
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Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill — eondnued. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line  41,  to  leave  out  the  words  ^^  a  sum 
not  exceeding  fifty  pounds,"  and  insert  the  words  ^*  such  sum  as  they 
may  deem  fit,"— (^fr.  Clancy)       •••  .••  •••  •••  1592 

Question  proposed,  ^'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Clause." 

After  Debate,  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  104  ;  Noes 
54.— (Division  List,  No.  207)         ...  ...  ...  ...  1594 

After  Debate,  and  several  Amendments  proposed  and  disposed  of,  remain- 
ing Clauses,  as  amended,  agreed  to  ...  ...  ...  1605 

Bill  reported,  with  an  amended  Title  ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon 
Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  346.] 

Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill  (No.  246)— 

Bill,  as  amended  by  the  Standing  Committee,  considered. 
After  Debate,  and  several  Amendments  proposed  and  disposed  of,  it  being 
Midnight,  Further  Proceeding  stood  adjourned  ...  ...   1660 

Proceeding  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 

Hallway  and  Canal  Traffic  Bill  (No.  156)^ 
Order  for  Committee  read. 
After  short  Debate,  Committee  leferred  till  To-morrow  ...  «..  1661 

Coal  Mines  (Check  Weigher)  Bill  (No.  340)— 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time," — {Mr,  Asquith.) 

After  short  Debate,  Objection  being  taken  to  Further  Proceeding,  the 
Debate  stood  adjourned  ...  ...  ...  ...  1662 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Bill  [Lords]  (Ho.  242)— 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ^'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time," — (Mr.  Asquith.) 

After  short  Debate,  Objection  being  taken  to  Further  Proceeding,  the 
Debate  stood  adjourned  till  To-morrow  ...  •••  ...  1664 

Canal  Tolls  and  Chai|^e8  Provisional  Order  (So.  ID  (Lagan,  fto.  Canals)  Bill 

(by  Order)  (Sq,  267)— As  amended,  considered  ;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Prize  Courts  Bill  \  Lords]  CSo,  311)— Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 
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PARLIIMENTAEY   DEBATES 

{Authorised  Edition) 

IN    THE 

THIRD     SESSION    op     the    TWENTV-FIFTH   PARLIAMENT    of 
THE    United    Kingdom    of     GREAT   BRITAIN    and    IRELAND 

APPOINTED   TO   MEET    12    MaRCH    1894,    IN    THE     FiFTY-SeVENTH    YeAR     OF 

THE  Reign  of 

HER   MAJESTY    QUEEN   VICTORIA. 


SIXTH    VOLUME   OF    SESSION    1894. 


HOUSE      OF      LORDS, 
Monday,  16th  July  1894. 


PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 

ORDER  (No.  3)  BILL.- (No.  139.) 
Read  3*  (according    to    Order),    aud 
passed. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL.— (No.  142.) 
Read    3'  (according   to    Order),    and 
passed. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL.— (No.  121.) 
Read  3*  (according    to    Order),  with 
the    Amendment,    and   passed,   and   re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

VOL.  fXXVIL  [fourth  series.] 


LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  13)  BILL.— (No.  125.) 
Read   3»   (according   to    Order),  with 
the   Ameudmeuts,  and  passed,   aud    re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

INDUSTRIAL    SCHOOLS   BILL    [H.L.] 
(No.  152.) 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order)  :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  and  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

LOCOMOTIVE  THRESHING   ENGINES 

BILL.— (No.  158.) 
Amendments   reported   (according    to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow^ 

STATUTE  l^ja^  REVISION  BILL  [H.L.]. 
^  (No.  161.) 
Read  2*  (according  to  Order)  ;  and 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Statute  Law  Revision  Bills  and  Consoli- 
dation Bills. 
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COAL  MINES  (CHECK  WEIGHER)  BILL. 
[H.L.].— (No.  153.) 
Honse  io  Committee  (according  to 
Order)  :  Bill  reported  witbout  Amend- 
ment ;  and  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 

before  Five  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 

half-past  Five  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF     COMMONS, 
Monday^  16th  July  1894. 


PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 


LONDON     STREETS     AND     BUILDINGS 
BILL(fty  Order). 
Motion  made,  and  Question   proposed, 

"  That,  in  the  case  of  the  London  Streets  and 
Buildings  (j'e-committed)  Bill,  Standing  Onlers 
84,  214,  215,  and  239  be  sus)>en<ied,  and  that 
the  Bill  be  now  taken  into  consideration  pro- 
vided amended  prints  shall  have  been  previously 
deposited." 

Mr.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green, 
N.E.)  moved  to  leave  out  all  the  words 
after  "  be,"  in  order  to  insert  "  considered 
upon  this  day  three  months."  He  said 
he  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
in  the  somewhat  difficult  task  he  had 
undertaken.  The  Committee  to  which 
the  Bill  had  been  referred  had  been  ap- 
pointed on  his  own  Motion,  and  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  the  Members  of  that 
Committee  had  done  their  work  in  a 
most  exemplary  manner.  If  he  objected 
to  the  Bill  in  its  present  form  it  wa& 
rather  because  of  the  materials  upon 
which  the  Committee  had  to  work  than 
because  of  anything  that  was  done  or 
left  undone  by  the  Committee.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Members  of 
the  Committee  would  not  take  offence  at 
his  action.  He  objected  to  the  policy 
which  had  been  pursued  in  regard 
to  this  Bill.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  a  great  province  like  London 
ought  to  be  governed  upt  by 
Private  Bill  legislation,  but  by  Public 
Acts.  In  the  present  instance  the 
Public  Acts,  nine  in  number,  imder 
.which  London  had  been  governed  ror  a 


great  many  years,  were  proposed  to  bo 
repealed.  One  of  the  counsel  represent- 
ing the  London  County  Council  before 
the  Committee  stated  that  the  Bill 
covered  many  thousands  of  cases,  and 
affected  the  interests  of  a  vast  popula- 
tion. The  policy  of  the  House  had  been 
for  very  many  years  past  not  to  resort  to 
Private  Bill  legislation,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  substitute  as  far  as  possible 
Public  for  Private  Bills.  This  policy  had 
been  carried  out  in  the  Railway  Clauses 
Consolidation  Act,  the  Lands  Clauses 
Consolidation  Act,  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Act,  and  similar  measures. 
Recently  a  Bill  was  carried  through  the 
House  without  opposition  for  the  pur- 
pose of  embodying  in  a  Public  Act  many 
of  the  provisions  that  had  been  put  in  a 
Private  Act  by  a  Committee  upstairs.  . 
This  showed  that  the  tendency  of  the 
House  was  to  minimise  Private  Bill 
legislation  as  far  as  possible,  and  to 
maximise  Public  Statute  Law  in  regard  to 
tliese  matters.  All  the  great  municipal 
towns  in  the  country  were  governed  by 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  but  that 
Act  did  not  apply  to  London.  The  Acts 
under  which  London  had  been  governed 
were  the  Metropolis  Management  Acts, 
which  would  be  practically  repealed,  and 
the  Buildings  Acts,  which  would  be 
repealed  by  this  Bill.  As  some  Members 
did  not  agree  with  him  as  to  the  im- 
portance of  substituting  public  for  private 
law  in  regard  to  the  government  of 
London,  he  would  give  some  reasons  why 
ihis  should  be  done.  In  the  first  place, 
public  law  was  known,  or  might  have 
been  known,  to  every  person  in  the  land. 
Public  Bills  were  discussed  in  the  House 
and  held  over  from  time  to  time  in  order 
that  they  should  be  thoroughly  under- 
stood, while  every  Member  could  get  a 
copy  of  a  Public  Bill,  and  everything  in 
connection  with  it  was  done  publicly  and 
aboveboard.  Very  few  Members  of  the 
House,  however  careful  they  might  be  to  • 
watch  the  proceedings,  could  by  any 
possibility  keep  pace  with  Private  Bill 
legislation,  which  was  relegated  to  Com- 
mittees upstairs.  It  was  a  very  difficult 
thing  for  a  Member  of  the  House  to  get 
a  copy  of  a  Private  Bill,  and  there  was  a 
greater  amount  of  what  he  might  venture 
to  call,  not  in  the  bad  sense  of  the  term, 
secrecy  in  the  mode  in  which  Private  Bill 
legislation  was  carried  on.  This  was 
necessarily  so,  because  no  Member  could 
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keep  his  ejes  upon  all  the  Private  Bills. 
He  felt  that  as  regarded  London  it  was 
more  important  to  have  public  legisla- 
tion  than  it  was  to  have  it  with  regard  to 
any  Municipal  Corporation  in  the  country. 
All  the  great  towns  except  London  had 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  to  fall 
back  upon,  and  all  Private  Bill  legisla- 
tion  must  be  in  conformity  with  that  Act. 
If  any  Private  Bill  did  not  conform  with 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Acts  a  Re- 
port had  to  be  made  to  the  House  with 
regard  to  the  divergence  from  that  Act. 
In  the  present  case,  though  the  Bill 
before  the  House  was  one  of  vast  im- 
portance, and  though  it  proposed  to 
repeal  some  nine  or  10  Public  Acts,  no 
Report  whatever  had  been  presented  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  with 
regard  to  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  and 
their  bearing  upon  the  public  law. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  that  the  Local  Go- 
Tcrnment  Board  felt  that  in  this  par- 
ticular instance,  as  the  proposal  of  the 
promoters  was  to  repeal  all  the  public 
Acts  referred  to,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
make  a  Report  to  the  House  upon  it,  but 
he  thought  this  was  all  the  more  reason 
why  there  should  have  been  a  Report  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  changes  made  by  the 
Bill.  He  might  remind  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Shoreditch  (Mr.  Stuart) 
that  he  had  followed  him  into  the  Lobby 
over  and  over  again  when  complaint  had 
been  made  with  regard  to  action  taken 
under  Private  Acifcs,  because  he  felt  that 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  watch 
Private  Bill  legislation  whore  it  touched 
public  rights.  It  might  be  suggested 
that  the  London  County  Council  was 
80  far  superior  to  the  Municipalities 
of  the  Kingdom  that  it  would  not 
degenerate  into  some  of  the  proposals 
that  came  before  the  House.  He  was 
not  so  sure  of  that,  but  in  any  event  he 
did  not  accept  the  plea  that  it  was  less 
important  to  have  public  law  for  London 
than  it  was  to  have  public  law  for  the 
Municipalities  of  the  Kingdom,  or  that 
the  London  County  Council  was  less 
likely  to  go  wrong  than  the  Munici- 
palities, fl  any  interest  were  adversely 
affected  by  this  Bill  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  call  upon  a  Member  to  bring 
forward  an  amending  Bill,  as  the  only 
chance  of  effecting  an  Amendment  would 
be  by  putting  into  motion  the  expensive 
itnd  costly  enactment  of  Private  Bill 
legislation.     It  was    almost  impossible 


for  any  interest,  however  large,  except 
those  represented  by  wealthy  Corpora- 
tions and  companies,  to  call  into  existence 
that  machinery.  The  present  Bill 
affected  a  vast  variety  of  interests  all 
over  the  Metropolis,  and  if  those  interests 
were  injured  all  they  could  do  would  be 
to  resort  to  Private  Bill  legislation,  and 
the  ratepayers  of  London  would  be 
mulcted  in  a  portion  of  the  expenses, 
whilst  the  private  interest  affected  would 
have  to  pay  twice  over.  Had  the  BOl 
passed  in  its  original  form  he  believed 
that  London  would  have  been  up  in  arms, 
as  the  interests  that  would  have  been  in- 
terfered with  would  have  been  of  a  vast 
character.  The  Bill  had  been  shorn  by 
the  Committee  of  some  of  its  worst 
features.  In  the  form  in  which  it  passed 
the  Second  Reading  the  measure  absolutely 
proposed  that  the  County  Council  should 
be  able  to  make  bye-laws  of  any  kind 
irrespective  of  the  Act,  and  the  Com- 
mittee had  put  in  a  clause  providing  that 
such  })ye-laws  should  only  bo  valid  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  He 
would  remind  the  House  that  the  General 
Powers  Bill  of  the  London  County  Council 
had  also  to  be  amended  by  the  House, 
and  it  was  obvious  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  Members  to  watch  the 
London  County  Council.  He  had  all 
through  been  a  supporter  of  the 
London  County  Council,  believing  as  he 
did  that  it  was  going  to  do  great  things 
for  London.  It  was  because  he  held  that 
belief,  however,  that  he  thought  Mem- 
bers ought  to  watch  the  County  Council 
and  see  that  they  did  not  take  a  false  step. 
The  Bill  was  an  immensely  better  Bill 
since  it  had  been  amended  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  had  it  been  a  Public  Bill  he 
would  not  have  raised  his  voice  against 
it.  He  felt  that  the  action  he  had  taken 
earlier  in  the  Session  had  been  justified 
by  the  results.  He  would  mention  one 
point  to  show  how  careful  Members 
ought  to  be  in  regard  to  putting  into 
Private  Acts  conditions  that  had  hitherto 
been  in  Public  Acts.  Members  who  knew 
anything  about  architecture  knew  what 
"footing"  meant.  The  footing  of  a 
house  meant  the  absolute  foundation  of 
the  walls  on  which  the  House  stood. 
Without  a  footing  the  house  would  topple 
over  and  fall  to  pieces.  On  the  sugges- 
tion of  counsel  representing  the  Duke  of 
Westminster,  power  was  given  by  the 
Committee  to  the  London  County  Council 
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to  dispeuse  with  '^  footing '*  subject  to  the 
approval  of  tlie  surveyors  in  the  various 
districts  of  London.  He  thought  this 
was  a  dangerous  power,  and  bo  such 
power  existed  under  the  Acts  proposed  to 
be  repealed  bj  the  Bill.  Apart,  how- 
ever, from  any  defects  in  the  Bill  itself, 
he  objected  to  the  Bill  as  a  matter  of 
public  policy  on  the  ground  of  its  being 
a  substitute  for  a  number  of  Public  Acts 
that  had  been  on  the  Statute  Book  for 
many  years.  If  he  could  have  proposed 
that  this  Bill  could  have  been  transformed 
into  a  Public  Bill,  or  that  after  its 
passage  it  could  be  published  amongst  the 
Public  Statutes,  it  would  have  removed 
some  difficulties  he  felt  with  regard  to 
it ;  but,  as  it  was,  he  felt  he  had  no  other 
course  open  to  him  but  to  move  that  the 
Bill  be  considered  that  day  three 
mouths. 

Mr.  a.  C.  MORTON  (Peterborough) 
seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
from  the  word  "  That,"  to  the  end  of 
the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
''  the  Bill  be  considered  upon  this  day 
three  months." — {Mr.  Hmcell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mr.  STUART- WORTLEY  (Shef- 
field, Hallum)  said,  that  the  discussion 
started  by  the  hon.  Member  was  essen- 
tially of  an  academic  character.  He  (Mr. 
Stuart- Wortley)  could  hardly  believe  that 
at  this  late  stage  the  fruits  of  the 
laborious  inquiry  which  had  taken  place, 
and  the  great  expenditure  that  had  been 
incurred,  should  be  entirely  cast  away  by 
a  vote  of  the  House.  He  thought  it 
right  that  the  House  should  be  reminded 
that  there  was  perhaps  no  Member  of 
the  House  who  was  less  entitled  to  pro- 
pose the  Amendment  than  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber himself.  Not  only  could  it  be  argued 
in  regard  to  what  the  hon.  Member  had 
said  that  the  House  was  fully  seised  of 
the  particular  issue  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member  when  it  read  the  Bill  a  second 
time«  but  it  could  be  pointed  out  that  its 
attention  was  specially  drawn  by  the 
hon.  Member  himself  to  the  particular 
aspect  of  the  question  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member.  The  hon.  Member's  opposition 
was  finally  withdrawn  on  terms  practi- 
cally of  his  own  choosing,  which  were 

Mr.  Howell 


that  the  Bill  should  be  referred,  not  to 
the  ordinary  Private  Bill  Committee  of 
four  Members,  but  to  a  Hybrid  Committee 
consisting  of  an  exceptionally  large 
number  of  Members.  The  Bill  now 
came  before  the  House  for  considera- 
tion, after  having  been  examined  by  the 
Hybrid  Committee,  and  it  was  under  such 
circumstances  that  the  hon.  Member 
raised  this  discussion.  Having  had  a 
Parliamentary  experience  as  long  as  that 
of  the  hon.  Member,  and  having  presided 
over  the  Committee  which  considered  the 
Bill,  he  (Mr.  Stuart-Wortley)  did  not 
think  the  precedents  quoted  by  the  hon. 
Member  in  support  of  his  view  at  all 
applied  to  the  case.  The  regulations 
applicable  to  streets  and  buildings  in 
provincial  boroughs  were  almost  invari- 
ably contained,  not  in  Public  but  in  Pri- 
vate Acts.  It  was  obvious  that  a  Bill 
of  this  kind,  whether  it  were  called  a 
Public  or  a  Private  Bill,  must  be  brought 
in  upon  notice,  must  go  before  the  ex- 
aminers, and  must  be  referred  not  to  a 
Committee  of  the  House,  but  to  a  Hybrid 
Committee,  having  the  power  to  hear 
witnesses,  and  so  on.  The  labour  and 
trouble  that  had  to  be  gone  through  was 
greater  in  regard  to  Private  Bills  than  in 
regard  to  Public  Bills.  While  thei^  was 
the  same  lengthy  discussion  before  the 
Committee,  the  same  expense  incurred, 
and  the  procedure  up  to  this  point  prac- 
tically identical,  he  would  like  to  ask  the 
House  to  consider  what  was  the  differ- 
ence of  the  fate  of  the  Bill  on  subsequent 
stages.  It  was  this :  In  the  case  of  a 
Public  Bill  the  subsequent  fate  of  it,  after 
all  that  labour  and  expense  expended 
upon  it,  might  be  to  make  it  the  sport  of 
the  political  exigencies  of  the  Session,, 
whereas  in  regard  to  a  Private  Bill,  it 
was  sure  of  its  opportunity  of  being  con- 
sidered. Under  all  the  circumstances, 
he  asked  the  House  to  say  that  this  Bill 
had  received  not  only  ordinary  discus- 
sion, but  even  more  than  the  ordinary 
discussion  given  to  Public  billB,and  there- 
fore to  treat  this  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
as  having  no  doubt  raised  a  subject  of 
great  academic  importance,  but  not  a» 
one  requiring  the  serious  consideration  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.)  said,  he 
rarely  had  the  pleasure  of  finding  himself 
in  sympathy  with  members  of  the  London 
County  Council ;  but  as  his  name  ap- 
peared upon  the  back  of  the  Bill,  h^ 
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would  appeal  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  not 
to  press  the  Motion  he  had  made.  As 
his  hon.  Friend  was  aware,  he  (Mr.  Cohen) 
had  condemned  the  resort  to  Private 
Bills  to  the  somewhat  clandestine  and 
somewhat  costly  process  of  Private  Bill 
legislation  ;  but  he  hoped  that  his  hon. 
BViend  would  on  this  occasion  be  content 
with  the  discussion  he  had  raised.  This 
Bill  was  not  only  not  condemned,  but 
was  approved  by  his  hon.  Friend  opposite, 
and  advocated  by  him  in  The  Times  on 
the  5th  April.  The  interests  of  the 
people  of  London  were  affected  by  this 
Bill  in  such  a  way  as  he  hoped  would 
lead  the  House  to  support  the  measure. 
It  was  true  that  it  repealed  some  Acts  of 
Parliament  which  were  passed  in  1844, 
1855,  1860,  1861,  1862,  1869,  and  1871, 
but  he  would  ask  his  hon.  Friend,  if  this 
Bill  before  them  was  the  good  and  urgent 
Bill  he  admitted,  if  it  was  a  legitimate 
Bill,  and  one  founded  on  an  equitable 
basis,  whether  they  ought  to  wait  until 
they  could  repeal  those  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment by  incorporating  into  a  Public  Bill 
the  provisions  contained  in  the  present 
Bill,  or  whether  they  should  not  proceed 
as  they  had  done  with  the  Bill  before  the 
House  ?  The  House  of  Commons  was  now 
congested  with  a  pressure  of  business 
«uch  as  was  never  known  in  the  days 
when  those  Acts  were  passed.  The  Bill 
was  one  in  the  interests,  almost,  of 
humanity,  and  therefore  he  thought  they 
ought  not  to  reject  it  on  the  mere  tech- 
nical ground  of  procedure. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Shaw- 
Lepevre,  Bradford,  Central)  said,  he 
entirely  agreed  with  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Member  opposite  with 
regard  to  this  Bill,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  great  misfortune  if,  after  all 
the  labour  expended  upon  the  Bill  by 
the  Committee  which  was  presided  over 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  (Mr. 
Stuart- Wortley),  they  were  to  reject  the 
Bill.  By  a  very  fortunate  circumstance, 
it  had  been  possible  to  deal  with  a  most 
important  matter  by  a  Private  Bill.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the  rejection 
of  the  Bill  having  moved  that  the  Bill 
should  be  referred  to  a  Hybrid  Committee 
instead  of  to  an  ordinary  Committee,  he 
thought  the  hon.  Gentleman  ought  not 
now  to  object  to  the  measure.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  pass  the  present  stasre 
of  the  Bill. 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  considered. 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  said, 
the  new  clause  standing  in  his  name,  he 
thought,  would  receive   the  support  of 
every  Member  of  the  House.     Sometime 
ago  he  moved  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  should  consider  the  ques- 
.tion,  but  the  House   thought   it  would 
result  in  the  loss  of  the  Bill  ;  but  this 
clause  simply  asked  that  after  the  pars- 
ing of   the  Act  the   site   and   premises 
should  be  drained  in  such  a  way  as  to 
carry  away  all  surface  water,  and  that 
the   drainage   should    be    done    to    the 
satisfaction     of    the    Local    Authority. 
The     only      interest     that      was     not 
protected     by     this     clause     was    that 
of     the     dishonest     builder     and     the 
dishonest  surveyor,  and  the  sooner  they 
took  action  to  prevent  dishonest  people 
putting  in  bad  and  improper  work  the 
better.       He  could  not  conceive  how  the 
promoters  of  a  Bill,  which   was  in  Com- 
mittee 22  days,  and  before  whom  were 
called  an  army  of  experts,  could  allow  a 
Bill   of    214    clauses    to   pass    without 
noticing  this  first  and    most    important 
matter  in  the  construction  and  building 
of  a  house.       What  was  the  value  of  a 
hou^e  if  the  water  was  soaking  through 
the  flooring  and  through  the  walls,  lay- 
ing the  seeds  of  disease  and  rheumatism, 
diphtheria,    typhoid,    and    many   other 
diseases  ?    •  The  large  majority  of  the 
houses  in  the  suburbs  of  London  were 
affected  with  damp  through  not  protect- 
ing the  premises  from  surface  drainage. 
If  they  went  to  the  County  Council  they 
were  told  they  had  no  power,  and  the 
Local    Authority   said   the  same  thing. 
Of  course,  they  might  be  told  that  the 
bye-laws   of  the   County  Council   were 
approved  by  the  Home  Secretary,  and 
that  they  could  provide  that  the  site  of 
the  House  should  be  covered  with  con- 
crete for  at  least  six  feet.     He  had  here 
a  sample  of  concrete  he  had  taken  from 
the  floor  of  a  house,  and  this  material 
was  composed  of  coke,  breeze,  cinders, 
earthy  matter,  and  a  little  lime.     He  had 
to   hold   it   in  the  most  careful  manner 
because   it  crumbled  and   was  not  con- 
crete at  all.       He  was  afraid  that  in  a 
large  number  of  cases  no   provision  was 
made  for  conci-ete,  and  one  was  inclined 
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to  ask  where  the  district  surveyor  was 
and  what  were  the  Local  Authorities 
doiog  ?  He  thought  some  provision 
should  be  made  through  this  Bill  to  give 
power  to  the  Local  Authority  or  the 
County  Council  to  see  that  these  sites 
were  free  from  damp,  so  that  the 
health  of  the  people  might  be  preserved. 
All  he  asked  was  that  those  in  charge  of 
this  Bill  should  insert  some  clause  that 
Would  prevent  the  dangerous  work  of  these 
builders  being  carried  out.  When  this 
state  of  things  existed  in  the  better  class 
of  houses,  what  could  it  be  in  the  houses 
of  city  clerks  and  working  men  ?  And 
there  were  tens  of  thousands  of  such 
houses  which  were  in  a  most  insanitary 
condition  and  bad  to  an  alarming  extent. 
He  would  not  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  longer,  but  he  hoped  that 
those  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  not 
now,  as  on  the  former  occasion,  object  on 
the  ground  that  the  Bill  was  already 
overloaded.  A  month  ago  he  was  told 
the  Bill  was  overloaded,  and  that  his  In- 
struction would  render  its  passage  im- 
possible, but  since  then  they  had  added 
22  clauses  to  it. 

New  Clause — 

(Drainage  of  Sites  of  Houses.) 

'*  The  site  of  every  house  and  premises  to  be 
built  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  shall  be 
drained  in  such  a  manner  as  to  carry  away  all 
surface  water,  and  such  drainage  shall  be  done 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Local  Authority." — 
(Jtfr.  Weir.^ 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  J.  STUART  said,  that  perhaps  it 
would  be  for  the  convenience  of  the 
House  if  he  said  at  once  they  must 
oppose  the  introduction  of  this  clause. 
The  Bill  was  a  very  large  one,  and  they 
had  just  managed  to  carry  the  considera- 
tion of  it  against  a  complaint  that  it 
was  already  too  large.  This  clause 
would  greatly  enlarge  the  scope  of  it, 
and  whatever  \  lews  they  might  have  as 
to  the  policy  of  such  legislation  and  its 
desirability,  he  must  confess  it  would  be 
impossible  to  introduce  a  clause  of  this 
kind  into  the  Bill  without  very  careful 
examination  by  the  Committee,  and  if 
it  had  been  placed  before  the  Committee 
it  would  have  accepted  it  for  a  consider- 
able time  longer.     The  House  objected 

Mr.  Weir 


formerly  to  the  Instruction  on  the  grounds 
he  was  now  pleading,  and,  therefore,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  clause. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

♦Sir  C.  DILKE  (Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean)  said,  the  clause  next  on  the 
Paper  was  the  ordinary  devolution  clause 
which  had  now  been  placed  in  the  hands 
of  all  District  Councils  and  Parish 
Councils  created  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act.  If,  therefore,  the  circum- 
stances of  London  were  such  as  to  make 
it  desirable  this  power  of  devolution 
should  exist,  this  clause  ought  to  be  in- 
serted, and  he  believed  there  would  be  no 
opposition  to  it  in  another  place.  Dr. 
Longstaff  was  favourable  to  the  clause, 
though  he  could  not  sav  what  views 
those  who  represented  the  Coutity  Council 
in  the  House  took  in  the  matter. 

After  CUuse  210,  insert  the  following 
Clause  : — 
(Transfer  of  Powers  to  Local  Authority.) 
210a.  "  After  the  passing  of  this  Act  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Council  on  the  application  of 
any  Local  Authority  to  transfer  to  such  Local 
Authority  any  of  the  powers  conferred  by  this 
Act  upon  the  Council,  and  thereupon  all  the 
provisions  of  this  Act  and  all  bye-laws  made 
thereunder  relating  to  powers  so  transferred 
shall  be  construed  as  if  the  Local  Authority 
were  named  therein  instead  of  the  Council." — 
{Sir  a  Dilhe.) 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second  time.*' 

♦Mr.  WHITMORE  (Chelsea)  trusted 
the  London  County  Council  would  accept 
this  new  clause.  When  it  was  attempted 
to  move  it  in  the  Committee,  of  which 
he  was  a  Member,  it  was  ruled  out  of 
Order  on  a  purely  technical  point,  and  he 
did  not  think  that  any  Members  of  the 
Committee  had  any  objection  to  it  on  any 
ground  of  principle.  For  his  part,  he 
most  heartily  concurred  that  it  was  a 
proper  addition  to  the  Bill,  and  if  added 
would  be  very  acceptable  %6  all  the  Local 
Authorities  throughout  Loudon. 

Mr.  J.  STUART  said,  he  could  not 
accept  the  addition  of  this  clause,  at 
any  rate  at  the  present  stage,  and  if 
there  was  a  desire  to  raise  the  question 
before  the  Committee  in  another  place  it 
could  bo  done.  He  could  not  feel  it  was 
germane  to  the  present  Bill,  as  it  made 
a  very  considerable  alteration,  and  if  such 
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an  alteration  was  to  be  made  it  should  be 
ma^le  in  other  Bills.  He  woald  ask  the 
House  not  to  interfere  with  the  Bill  as  it 
passed  through  the  Committee. 

Sm  J.  LUBBOCK  (London  Univer- 
sity)  thought  there  was  much  force  in 
the  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  (Sir 
C.  Dilke),  but  he  would  appeal  to  him 
not  to  press  the  matter  now,  as  it  might 
« be  dealt  with  in  another  place.  He  had 
great  confidence  in  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
LongstafT  in  this  matter  ;  but  he  hoped 
it  would  not  be  pressed  now,  and  that  the 
Bill  might  be  allowed  to  go* to  another 
place  as  it  stood. 

Sir  C.  dilke  said,  he  would  accept 
the  suggestion. 

Motion  and  Clause,  bj  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time. — (Mr,  J. 
Stuart.) 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
QUESTIONS. 


EXPORT  OF  OPIUM  TO  CHINA. 
Mr.  J.  £.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Rush- 
cliflfe)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  what  was  the  number  of 
chests  of  opium  sold  for  export  to  China 
during  the  months  of  April  and  Maj  in 
the  years  1893  and  1894  respectively  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler,  Wolver- 
hampton,  E.)  :  The  total  exportation  of 
Indian  opium  to  China  and  the  Straits  in 
April,  1893,  was  5,266  chests,  and  in 
May,  1893,  5,074  chests.  In  April, 
1894,  it  was  4,839  chests.  The  figures 
for  May,  1894,  have  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived. 

CRIMINAL  APPEALS  AT  SALEM. 
Mr.  CROSFIELD  (Lincoln) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  a  large 
number  of  criminal  appeals  preferred  by 
convicts  in  the  Central  Gaol,  Salem,  to 
the  Headquarters*  Deputy  Magistrate  of 
Salem  since  January,  1893,  the  results 
of  the  appeals  were  not  communicated  to 
the  gaol  authorities  until  after  the  re- 


lease of  the  several  appellants  from  gaol» 
on  the  expiration  of  their  respective 
terms  of  imprisonment,  and  that  in  cer- 
tain cases  convicts  were  detained  in 
prison  beyond  the  period  of  their  sen- 
tence pending  the  disposal  of  their 
appeal ;  whether,  notwithstanding  that 
precise  details  as  to  these  cases,  collected 
from  official  documents,  had  been  pub- 
lished in  the  local  papers ;  that  formal 
complaints  had  been  made  to  tHe  autho- 
rities by  the  superintendent  of  the  Cen- 
tral Gaol,  Salem,  and  the  Government 
Visiting  Committee  ;  and  that  Petitions 
had  been  presented  to  Government  from 
the  leading  citizens,  both  European  and 
Indian,  yet  the  senior  Member  of  Council 
stated  on  the  9th  of  April,  in  reply  to  an 
inquiry  by  the  Hon.  Rangaiya  Nayuda, 
in  the  Madras  Legislative  Council,  that 
the  Government  had  no  information  on 
these  matters  ;  and  whether  he  will  call 
for  full  information  on  the  subject,  and 
take  steps,  if  the  facts  are  as  stated,  to 
prevent  further  miscarriage  of  justice  of 
this  kind,  and  take  proper  notice  of  the 
conduct  of  all  parties  responsible  for 
what  has  occurred. 

•Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  :  I  have  no  in- 
formation  beyond  what  is  contained  in 
the  answer  given  to  Mr.  Rangaiya 
Nayuda^s  question  on  thir*  subject  in  the 
Madras  Council.  As  Mr.  Bliss  (the 
executive  member  of  Council)  stated 
that  the  Government  of  Madras  had  no 
information  on  the  subject,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  that  was  the  real  state  of  the 
case.  Mr.  Bliss  further  stated  that  if 
any  person  had  any  cause  for  complaint 
he  should  address  the  Local  Government 
by  petition,  and  this  seems  to  me,  as  at 
present  advised,  to  have  been  a  proper 
and  sufficient  reply.  I  may  add  that  a 
gaol  authority  would  not  be  justified  in 
detaining  a  prisoner  beyond  the  term 
specified  in  his  warrant  merely  because 
his  appeal  had  not  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  CROSFIELD:  May  J.  ask  the 
rigitt  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  will 
consider  a  document  which  I  will  place 
in  his  hands,  and  which  will  show  that 
Petitions  have  been  presented  and  not 
been  considered  ? 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLER  :  I  shall  be 
happy  to  consider  any  document  my  hoo. 
Friend  may  place  in  my  hands,  but  I 
would  point  out  that  in  a  matter  of  this 
description  application  should  be  made 
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in  the  firat  iustauce  to  the  Madras  Go- 
venmient,  and  then,  if  injustice  were 
done,  to  the  Home  Government. 

NICAKAGUA  CANAL. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield,  Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
AjQTairs  if  Her  Majesty's  Government  is 
aware  that  a  Bill  is  before  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  for  the  incorporation  of 
the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicara- 
gua, and  has  been  reported  on  favour- 
ably by  the  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  ; 
and,  in  such  case,  what  steps  are  being 
taken  to  preserve  British  interests,  to 
maintain  the  Clayt-on-Bulwer  Treaty  of 
1850,  and  to  promote  under  the  terms 
thereof  the  junction  of  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  Oceans  in  union  with  the  United 
States  ? 

Sir  E.  HARLAND  (Belfast,  N.) : 
At  the  same  time,  1  will  ask  the 
hon.  Baronet  whether  a  communication 
dated  9th  instant,  from  the  Chamber  of 
Shipping  of  the  United  Kingdom,  has 
been  received  by  the  Foreign  Office, 
calling  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  the  facts  that  a  Bill  has 
been  introduced  into  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  provide  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  ship  canal  by  the  United 
States  Government  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific  Oceans,  through  the  State  of 
Nicaragua,  and  that  a  Resolution  to 
abrogate  theCIayton-Bulwer  Convention, 
which  was  concluded  in  the  year  1850 
between  Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  has  also  been 
introduced  into  the  United  States  Con- 
gress by  Senator  Dolph  of  Oregon  ;  and 
whether,  inasmuch  as  the  maintenance  of 
the  Clayton-Buhver  Convention  (by 
Article  1  of  which  the  Governments  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  de- 
clare that  neither  one  nor  the  other  will 
ever  obtain  or  maintain  for  itself  any  ex- 
clusive control  over  the  said  ship  canal 
through  Nicaragua)  is  one  of  great  i.n- 
portance  to  British  shipowners,  owning, 
as  they  collectively  do,  two- thirds  of  the 
tonnage  of  the  world,  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment will  cause  representations  to  be 
made  to  the  United  States  Government 
against  the  abrogation  of  the  Clayton- 
Bulwer  Convention,  and  also  against  any 
provisions  in  the  Morgan  Bill  which  may 
be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  British 
shipping  ? 

Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler 


•The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir 
E.  Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick)  : 
The  answer  to  the  first  portion  of  this 
question  is  in  the  affirmative.  The 
other  matters  referred  to  will  receive 
attention  from  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment when  the  proper  moment  an-ives 
for  considering  tbem.  There  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  occasion  to  suppose 
that  the  United  States  Government  will 
abrogate  the  Clayton-Bulwer  Treaty. 

TELEGRAPHIC  BLUNDERS. 

Sir  G..OSBORNE  MORGAN  (Den- 
bighshire, E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master General  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  mistake  in  an  important 
telegraphic  message  sent  by  Messrs. 
Meredith  Jones  and  Sons,  of  Wrexham, 
to  Renter's  Telegraph  Company,  on  the 
15th  of  May,  for  the  purpofie  of  being 
transmitted  to  Bombay  ;  whether  be  is 
aware  that,  in  consequence  of  such  mis- 
take, it  became  necessary  for  the  senders 
of  the  message  to  re-cable  the  same  at  a 
cost  to  themselves  of  12s.  ;  and  whether 
the  Post  Office  Authorities  decline  to  be 
responsible  for  the  loss  caused  by  the 
neglect  of  their  employes ;  and,  if  so, 
who  is  responsible  ior  such  loss  ? 
•The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Mr.  A.  MoRLEY,  Nottingham,  E.)  : 
While  expressing  my  regret  for  the  mis- 
take to  which  my  right  hon.  Friend  re- 
fers, I  am  afraid  I  can  only  call  his  at- 
tention to  the  notice  which  appears  on 
the  telegram  forms  used  by  the  public, 
that  the  Postmaster  General  is  not  liable 
for  any  loss  which  may  be  incurred  by 
reason  of  any  mistake  in  the  transmission 
of  telegrams. 

Sir  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN :  Then 
may  I  ask  who  is  responsible  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  I  am  afraid  the 
answer  is,  "  No  one  is  responsible,"  for  if 
any  liability  does  exist  it  must  fall  upon 
the  innocent  taxpayer. 

Sir  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN  :  Is 
not  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
just  said  in  direct  contravention  of  the 
first  principle  of  English  law — that 
"  there  is  no  wrong  without  a  remedy." 

Mr.  a.  MOBLEY  :  That 'is  a  ques- 
tion for  the  Attorney  General. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  :  Is 
it  not  a  fact  that  in  the  event  of  a  mes- 
sage being  wrongly  sent  the  Government 
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are  bound  to  have  the  mistake  rectified 
without  auy  further  charge  ? 

•Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  If  iq  the  case  of 
uii  iuland  telegram  the  first  message 
19  found  to  be  incorrect  owing  to  a  mis- 
take on  the  part  of  the  Post  Office 
officials,  any  charge  for  repeating  the 
telegram  is  refunded,  but  in  no  case  is  the 
Post  Office  liable  to  make  ^ood  any  con- 
sequential loss  to  the  individual. 

DEPARTMENTAL  REPORT  OX  RAILWAY 
ACCIDENTS. 
Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  when  the  Report  of 
the  Departmental  Committee  on  the  form 
of  reports  of  accidents  on  railways  will 
be  presented  ? 

The  president  ok  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  Buyce,  Aberdeen,  S.)  : 
The  Committee  has  been  busily  engaged 
in  dealing  with  the  forms  of  Return 
made  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  in 
taking  evidence  on  the  subject.  Com- 
paratively little  remains  to  be  done,  and 
the  Report  should  not  be  long  delayed. 

THE  PONSONBY  ESTATE. 
Mr,  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
can  state  the  terms  upon  which  a  certain 
number  of  the  evicted  tenants  on  the 
Ponsonby  Estate  purchased  their  hold- 
ings under  Section  13  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Act  of  1891,  giving,  if  possible, 
the  number  of  such  purchasing  tenants 
and  the  terms  agreed  upon  and  sanctioned 
by  the  Land  Commission  ;  and  whether 
any  of  the  instalments  have  yet  become 
due,  and  if  there  has  been  any  default  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.  Morley,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne)  :  Advances  have  been  made 
to  83  former  tenants  on  the  Ponsonby 
estate  who  had  entered  into  agreements 
for  purchase  under  the  13th  section  of 
the  Act  of  1891.  The  total  former 
rental  was  £2,249  lis.  lid.,  the  total 
purchase  money  agreed  upon  amounted 
to  £40,156,  the  total  advances  made 
Amounted  to  £37,167,  the  total  annuities 
payable  thereon  amount  to  £l,t520 10s.  lOd. 
The  instalments  in  all  these  cases  are  in 
collection.  The  entire  amount  of  the 
interest  and  instalments  payable  up  to 
May  1  laBt^  being  the  last  gale  day,  has 


been  paid  with  the  exception  of 
£24  16s.  4d.  due  by  two  purchasers  in 
respect  of  the  May  instalment. 

Mr.  BRODRJCK  (Surrey,  Guildford): 
Have  any  re-ins tatements  of  the  tenants 
on  this  estate  occurred  since  the  expiry 
of  the  13th  section  of  the  Land  Act 
1891  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  cannot  answer 
that  without  notice. 

EVICTED  FARMS  IN  IRELAND. 
Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the 
number  of  evicted  farms  that  have  been 
taken  since  the  date  of  the  Mathew 
Commission  Report  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  In  replying  to  a 
question  of  the  hou.  Member  for  South 
Hunts  on  April  28  oflast  yearon  the  sub- 
ject of  evicted  farm  statistics,  I  stated 
that  applications  for  such  had  on  all 
previous  occasions  been  refused  by  my 
predecessors,  and  that,  having  regard  to 
this  precedent,  I  was  unable  to  supply 
the  information  for  which  he  applied.  I 
regret,  therefore,  that  I  cannot  now  see 
any  sufficient  reason  for  altering  the 
opinion  which  I  entertained  last  year. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Dublin  University)  : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  endeavour 
to  give  the  House  some  information  of 
this  sort  before  we  are  asked  to  discuss 
the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  This  ques-- 
tion  is  not  an  inquiry  as  to  any  specific 
evicted  farm.  I  want  to  know  how  many 
of  these  farms  have  been  taken  since  the 
sitting  of  the  Mathew  Commission  ? 
The  particulars  were  given  in  the  Report 
of  the  Commission,  and  what  I  desire  to 
know  is  what  progress  has  been  made 
since  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  am  not  sure 
whether  I  can  give  the  information,  but 
I  will  consider  the  matter.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  University,  I  have 
some  figures  dealing  with  the  subject, 
which  I  propose  submitting  to  the  House 
when  the  Bill  referred  to  is  proceeded 
with- 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  am  glad 
to  hear  that,  otherwise  it  would  be  a  case 
of  debating  in  the  dark. 
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OUTDOOR  RBLIBFTO  IRISH  EVICTED 
TENANTS. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RDSSELL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  tbe  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland  if  it  will  be  possible, 
before  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Evicted 
Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill,  to 
state  the  amount  expended  for  outdoor 
relief  to  evicted  tenants  in  those  unions 
in  which  the  17  estates  investigated  by 
the  Mathew  Commission  are  situate  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  At  page  22  of  the 
Report  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Commis- 
sion will  be  found  a  Return  coutaining, 
amongst  other  things,  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  outdoor  relief  granted  to 
evicted  tenants  on  the  1 7  estates  referred 
to  since  1879.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  so 
desires,  this  information  can  be  brought 
down  to  the  present  date,  but  it  would  be 
necessary  to  obtain  it  from  the  plerks  of 
the  Unions,  and  it  would  take  a  week  or 
10  days  to  procure  the  figures. 

CLECKHEATON  SCHOOLS. 

Viscount  C RAN  BORNE  (Ro- 
chester) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  whether  he  has  declared  the 
St.  John^s  National  School  and  the 
British  School  at  Cleckheaton  to  be  un- 
available, on  account  of  distance,  for 
supplying  some  of  the  deficient  school 
accommodation  caused  by  the  closing  of 
the  Westgate  School  in  tbe  same  parish, 
notwithstauding  the  fact  that  both  these 
schools  are  less  than  1 ,300  yards  distant 
from  the  closed  school,  and  are  in  many 
cases  more  accessible  to  the  children  now 
attending  Westgate  School  ;  and  whether 
he  will  reconsider  the  case  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  Acland,  York,  W.R., 
Rotherham)  :  The  Department, after  very 
careful  inquiry,  have  decided  that  no 
school  in  Cleckheaton,  except  the  St. 
Luke^s  Church  of  England  School,  is 
su£Bciently  near  the  Westgate  School  to 
supply  the  deficiency  caused  by  the 
closure  of  the  latter.  The  two  schools 
named  by  the  noble  Lord  are  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  off.  It  is  especially 
necessary  that  the  half-time  children, 
many  of  whom  now  attend  the  Westgate 
School,  should  have  a  school  near  the 
mills  at  which  they  work*  \ 

Viscount  CRANB0RN£\:  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  Vice  Preeideni  whether 


\ 


\ 


he  is  aware  that  in  the  last  letter  of  the 
Department  they  threatened  to  take  the 
most  extreme  course  of  publishing  the 
statutory  notice  14  days  from  the  day 
of  writing  the  letter,  or  two  days  from 
the  present  time,  and  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  consent  to  postpone 
that  notice  for  a  few  days,  in  order  that 
further  communications  may  possibly  be 
made  to  him  on  the  subject,  which  might 
modify  his  judgment  ? 

Mr.  acland  :  I  was  not  aware  of 
the  matter.  The  case,  I  believe,  has 
been  going  on  for  some  time.  I  will  look 
into  it,  and  refer  to  the  notice. 

CUBT0M8  OUTPORT  CLERKS. 

Mr.  STEWART  WALLACE  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Limehouse)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  how  many 
clerks  on  the  intermediate  class  of  Cus- 
toms outport  clerks,  created  in  1885, 
being  in  receipt  of  special  allowances, 
have  since  October,  1891,  declined  pro- 
motion to  the  first  class  of  clerks  on  the 
ground  that  the  minimum  salary  of  the 
first  class,  as  fixed  by  Treasury  Order  of 
6th  March,  1880,  or  at  which  they  were 
proposed  to  be  appointed,  was  less  than 
the  income  (derived  from  salary  and 
allowance)  they  were  receiving  on  the 
lower  class,  the  difference  being  such 
that  they  could  not  afford  to  lose,  and 
how  many  since  1885  have  accepted 
such  promotion,  at  a  loss  of  immediate 
income  derived  from  salary  and  allow- 
ance ;  whether  such  minimum  of  the 
first  class  became  inferior  to  the  income 
of  the  subordinate  class,  derived  from 
salary  and  allowance,  owing  to  tbe  con- 
cessions made  in  1885  and  1891  in  view 
of  loss  of  prospects,  increased  responsi- 
bilities, &c.,  and  whether  such  reasons 
ought  to  operate  to  prevent  loss  of  in- 
come on  promotion  ;  whether  he  can  see 
his  way  to  avoid  detracting  from  the 
grace  of  the  said  concessions  by  directing 
an  increase  of  such  minimum  salary,  so 
that  no  clerk  in  receipt  of  a  special 
allowance,  as  authorised  by  the  Order  of 
1880,  shall  lose  in  immediate  income  by 
accepting  promotion  to  the  first  class  ; 
and  whether  a  Petition  was  received  by 
the  Treasury  in  1893  from  certain  clerks 
at  the  Customs  outports  ;  if  so,  when  a 
reply  is  likelv  to  be  given  thereto  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbkbt,  Oldham)  : 
Since  October,  1891,  eight  clerks  of  the 
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second  class  of  Customs  ouiport  clerks  have 
refused  promotion  to  tbe  first  class,  and 
12  have  been  actually  promoted,  of  whom 
three  suff^ed  a  small  immediate  loss  bj 
promotion.  Since  1882  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  ontport  clerks  as  a  body  have 
decreased,  and  tlie  concessions  of  the 
Treasury  referred  to  were  made  on  ac- 
count of  slowness  of  promotion,  and  not 
of  increased  responsibilities^  The  special 
allowance  is  granted  in  addition  to  salary 
to  a  clerk  for  acting  as  collector  in  the 
absence  of  that  officer,  and  if  such  clerk 
is  promoted  to  the  first  class  his  promo- 
tion involves  transfer  to  another  port, 
and  the  payment  of  the  allowance  to  his 
successor,  who  actually  performs  the 
duties  recognised  by  that  allowance. 
To  add  any  part  of  the  special  allowance 
to  the  promoted  clerk^s  salary  would  be 
to  pay,  to  that  extent,  twice  over  for  the 
same  duties.  I  have  not  seen  the  memo- 
rial referred  to,  but  I  will  inquire  how 
the  matter  stands. 

THE  DISMISSAL  OF  A  POLICE  OFFICER. 
Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  it  has 
come  to  his  knowledge  that  Henry  Kemp, 
formerly  a  superintendent  in  the  Wor- 
cestershire Police  Force,  when  within 
six  weeks  of  the  date  at  which  he  would 
have  been  entitled  to  retire  on  a  pension 
of  £100  a  year,  was  discharged  from  the 
force  by  the  chief  constable,  on  account 
of  a  report  by  a  local  Magistrate  and  his 
gardener  that  the  said  Henry  Kemp  had 
been  guilty  of  gross  immorality  ;  that 
the  said  Henry  Kemp  brought  an  action 
at  the  Birmingham  Assizes  against  his 
defomers,  and  was  awarded  £500 damages, 
the  jury  stating  that,  but  for  the  hope 
that  some  way  would  be  found  by  which 
Kemp  could  secure  his  pension,  they 
would  have  given  much  heavier  damages, 
and  the  Judge  (Mr.  Justice  Mathew) 
concurred  in  the  statement  of  the  jury 
to  that  effect ;  that  the  chief  constable 
(who  assisted  the  defendants  in  the  trial 
in  support  of  the  charge  of  immorality 
and  set  forth  no  other  ground  for  dis- 
missal) had  sinoe  stated,  and  the  state- 
ment bad '  been  supported  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Police  Committee,  that  Kemp 
was  discharged  for  entirely  different 
reasons ;  that  the  said  Chairman  of  the 
Police  Committee  of  Worcestershire,  who 
is  also  Chairman  of  the  County  Council, 


had  threatened  to  resign  his  position  on 
the  County  Council  unless  the  Council 
sustained  the  decision  of  the  chief  con- 
stable not  to  reinstate  the  said  Kemp, 
nor  to  permit  any  independent  investiga- 
tion ;  and  whether  it  is  within  the  powers 
of  the  Home  Secretary  to  order  an 
investigation  into  the  case,  and  will  he 
do  so? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
AsQUiTH,  Fife,  £.)  :  I  have  caused  in- 
quiry to  be  made,  and  it  is  reported  to 
me  that  the  dismissal  of  Kemp  was  for 
untruthfulness  more  than  once  repeated  ; 
and  that  the  order  of  dismissal  was  given 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Worcestershire 
Standing  Joint  Committee.  The  con* 
duct  of  the  Chairman  is  reported  to  have 
been  approved  by  a  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Standing  Joint  Committee,  and  of 
the  Couilty  Council.  The  Chairman  of 
the  Standing  Joint  Committee  denies 
that  he  threatened  to  resign  unless  the 
decision  not  to  reinstate  Kemp  was  sus- 
tained, or  for  any  other  reason.  In  the 
circumstances,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  even 
if  I  have  the  power,  no  useful  purpose 
could  be  served  by  an  inquiry. 

A  TRADE  DISPUTE  IN  SOUTH  WALES. 
MR.DAVIDRANDELL(Glamorgan, 
Gower)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  is  aware  that,  arising  out  of  a  tinplate 
trade  dispute,  the  workpeople  interested 
held  a  demonstration  at  Gorseinon,  near 
Swansea,  on  the  26th  June  last,  and, 
though  orderly,  were  charged  and  batoned 
by  a  small  body  of  police ;  that  many 
persons  who  took  no  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings were  chased  across  the  common 
and  severely  wounded  by  the  police  ; 
that  in  the  early  morning  of  the  follow- 
ing day  some  18  or  20  tin  plate  workers 
were  resting  in  a  timber  yard  by  permis- 
sion of  the  proprietor,  and,  whilst  many 
of  them  were  asleep,  were  attacked  and 
bludgeoned  over  and  through  u  barbed- 
wire  fencing  which  encloses  the  premises, 
and  seriously  injured  by  the  police  ;  can 
he  state  at  whose  instance,  and  by  what 
authority,  was  such  attack  made  ;  and 
whether  a  full  inquiry,  at  which  the 
injured  persons  may  be  represented  and 
heard,  will  be  made  into  the  conduct 
of  the  police  on  the  occasions  re- 
ferred to  ? 
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Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  iu  communi- 
cation with  the  Chief  Constable  of 
Glamorganshire,  and  as  soon  as  I  receive 
his  Report  I  shall  be  able  to  answer  my 
lion.  Friend's  question  ;  but,  in  the  mean- 
time, I  must  ask  him  to  further  postpone 
his  question. 

THE  ACCIDENT  IN  A  LANARKSHIRE 
PIT. 
Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  an  accident  which  took 
place  at  Holm  Farm  Pit,  Lanarkshire, 
on  27th  June  last,  whereby  three  men, 
Edward  Brannan,  William  Stevenson, 
and  Matthew  Corbett,  were  killed  ;  and 
whether  he  will  order  a  public  inquiry 
into  the  matter  ? 

Mk.  ASQUITH  :  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  accident,  but*I  do  not 
think  any  public  inquiry  necessary,  as 
the  causes  of  the  accident  are  sufficiently 
clear  from  the  Inspector's  Report.  I  am 
informed  that  the  structure  of  the  crane, 
which  caused  the  accident,  is  being 
altered.  I  will  give  further  attention 
to  the  matter  before  coming  to  a  final 
decision. 

AN  INLAND  REVENUE  PROSECUTION. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Donald  Macrae,  of  Plockton,  Ross- 
shire,  a  crofter  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act,  and  entitled  to  keep  a  dog,  was 
recently  summoned  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Mackenzie,  Supervisor  of  Inland 
Revenue,  Gairloch,  for  keeping  a  dog 
without  a  licence,  and  that  the  case  was 
dismissed ;  whether  the  Commissioners 
of  Inland  Revenue  and  their  officers  will 
be  required  to  make  themselves  acquainted 
with  the  rights  of  crofters  with  regard  to 
dog  licences  ;  and  whether  he  will  take 
steps  to  prevent  similar  prosecutions  in 
future  ? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  The  facts  are 
not  quite  as  stated  in  the  first  paragraph 
of  the  question.  The  exemption  granted 
by  law  is  not  specifically  in  favour  of 
crofters.     It  is  to  be  granted — 

*'  in  the  case  of  dogs  kept  and  used  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  tending  sheep  or  cattle  on  a 
fann,  or  in  the  exercise  of  the  calling  or 
occupation  of  a  shephenl "  (41  Vict.  c.  15,  g.  22). 

The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  did 
not,    and    do    not    still,    consider    that 


Mr.  Macrae,  whose  stock  consisted  of  a 
cow  and  two  sheep,  was  entitled  to 
exemption  in  respect  of  the  dog  in  ques- 
tion, which  was  a  Skye  terrier. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  Whether  a  Skye  terrier 
or  a  collie,  it  is  enough  if  a  dog  is  kept 
for  the  purpose  of  watching  sheep. 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  I  have  not 
had  experience  of  the  qualifications  of 
Skye  terriers,  but  I  may  say  that  the  dog 
in  question  is  dead. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  would  ask  whether 
this  poor  man  was  not  summoned  to 
Dingwall,  a  distance  of  70  miles,  in  order 
to  appear  before  the  Justices,  without 
receiving  a  penny  of  expenses,  and 
whether  it  has  not  been  the  custom  for 
many  years  past  that  crofters  owning  a 
dog,  no  matter  what  sort  of  dog — Skye 
terrier  or  not — were  exempt  from  the 
tax  ? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  I  am  informed 
that  that  is  not  the  law.  I  have  already 
stated  that  I  think  this  is  a  very  hard 
case. 

THE  NEWCASTLE  WEST  BOARD  OF 
GUARDIANS. 

Mr.  M.  AUSTIN  (Limerick,  W.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is  the 
cause  of  the  delay  in  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  not  ordering  a  new  election 
for  the  Mahoonagh  Electoral  Division  of 
the  Newcastle  West  (County  Limerick) 
Union,  the  sitting  Guardian  having  re- 
signed two  months  ago  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  Guardian  for 
the  division  referred  to  tendered  his  resig- 
nation to  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  lOth 
May  last.  The  Local  Government  Board 
thereupon  informed  the  Guardians  that 
the  resignation  must  be  tendered  to  and 
accepted  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  accordance  with  Section  22  of  the  Ist 
and  2nd  Vict.  c.  56,  and  also  sent  a  form 
for  this  purpose.  This  form  was  sent  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  Guardian, 
80  that  he  might  fill  it  up  and  return  it 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  but  he 
has  not  yet  done  so,  and  until  this  has 
been  done  the  office  of  Guardian  is  not 
vacant  and  an  order  for  a  new  election 
cannot  be  issued. 

Mr.  M.  AUSTIN  :  In  the  meantime, 
the  electoral  division  is  to  be  disfran- 
chised owing  to  the  action  of  the 
Guardian. 
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Mr.  J,  MOBLEY :  I  do  not  know 
how  that  is.  The  Guardian  will  have  to 
comply  with  the  legal  requirements. 

Mr.  M.  AUSTIN:  Have  not  the 
Local  Government  Board  power  to  com-» 
pel  the  Gaardian  to  act  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  No  ;  I  am  told 
not. 

ST.  AUGUSTINE'S  BOYS'  SCHOOL, 
KILBUBN. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Educa- 
tion whether  at  St.  Augustine^s  Bojs^ 
School,  Kilbum,  some  300  bojs  paj  high 
fees,  and  are  taught  in  separate  classes, 
with  a  special  curriculum  and  special 
teachers ;  what  fee  is  charged  to  these 
boys ;  whether  their  attendance  is 
reckoned  for  the  fee  grant ;  and  whe- 
ther, seeing  that  the  whole  school  is  one 
department,  this  separation  of  classes 
is  in  accordance  with  the  Code  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND  :  I  am  obliged  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  calling  mj  attention  to 
this  matter.  In  the  school  to  which  lie 
refers,  according  to  the  Returns  for  the 
year  ended  February  28th  last,  300  boys 
pay  Is.,  14  pay  9d.,  and  615  are  free. 
The  attendance  of  all  the  scholars  has 
been  counted  for  the  fee  grant.  I  have 
not  at  present  sufficient  information  to 
be  able  to  say  definitely  whether  the 
paying  scholars  are  taught  in  separate 
classes,  with  a  special  curriculum  and 
special  teachers ;  but  I  have  directed  in- 
quiry to  be  made  at  once,  and  should  the 
facts  be  as  stated  by  the  hon.  Member,  I 
think  that  the  school  would  consist,  not 
of  one,  but  of  two  departments,  and  I 
will  consider  what  further  steps  can  be 
taken.  I  think  it  is  clear  that  every 
scholar  attending  any  department  of  a 
school  should  be  entitled  to  all  the  edu- 
cational advantages  offered  in  that 
department. 

THE  AYR  COUNTY  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  BIRKMYRE  (Ayr,  &c.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  can 
explain  the  cause  of  the  delay  on  the  part 
of  the  Ayr  Cotmty  Committee  in  paying 
over  to  Ayr  Burgh  School  Board  the 
secondary  grant  earned  at  Ayr  Academy 
and  Ayr  Grammar  School  ? 

The  secretary  for  SCOT- 
LAND (Sir  G.  Treveltan,  Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :     We  have   been  informed 


by  the  County  Committee  that  full 
particulars  had  to  be  obtained  from 
the  schools.  But  these  have  now  been 
received,  and  the  payments  (except  in 
a  few  cases  where  the  particulars  have 
not  been  furnished)  have  either  now  been 
made,  or  will  be  made  at  once. 

THE  FOG  HORN  AT  THE  START  POINT. 

Mr.  MILDMAY  (Devon,  Totnes) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  has  received  any 
complaints  as  to  the  inadequacy  of  the 
fog  horn  at  the  Start  Point;  and,  if  so,  whe- 
ther it  is  his  intention  to  take  any  action 
with  regard  to  this  matter  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  No,  Sir  ;  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  received  no  complaints  of 
either  the  inadequacy  or  the  inefficiency 
of  the'fog  signal  at  the  Start  Point  Light- 
house; any  that  may  reach  me  will,  of 
course,  receive  immediate  attention. 

HABITUAL  INEBRIATES. 

MR.PICKERSGILL(Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  when 
he  proposes  to  introduce  his  promised 
Bill  to  carry  out  the  recommendations 
contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  on  the  treatment  of 
habitual  inebriates  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  The  Bill  is  being 
drafted,  and  I  hope  will  very  soon  be  laid 
upon  the  Table,  either  here,  or  in  another 
place. 

IBISH  PBISON-MADE  MATS. 

Mr.  QUILTER  (SuJQTolk,  Sudbury): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
will  inform  the  House  to  what  extent 
cocoanut  mats  and  matting  are  being 
made  in  Irish  prisons  for  sale;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  such  competi- 
tion with  free  labour  has  been  discon- 
tinued in  England  in  deference  to  the 
urgent  representations  of  those  engaged 
in  the  trades  in  the  Sudbury  Division 
and  elsewhere,  supported  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  of  the  English  Trades 
Unions  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  Cocoanut-fibre 
mats  and  matting  are  manufactured  to  a 
limited  extent  in  eight  Irish  prisons. 
The  total  sales  in  the  year  ended  March 
31  last  amounted  to  £951  4s.  9d.  The 
General  Prisons  Board  are  informed  that 
there  are  no  free  mat-makers  in  Ireland, 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  l(^ 


27 


The  Contract  for 


{COMMONS} 


Police  Boots. 


2g 


and  consequently  the  competition  with 
free  labour  referred  to  in  the  question 
does  not  exist  in  Ireland.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  Board  believe  that  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the  mat-making  industry  in 
Irish  prisons  wonld  be  a  cause  of  incon- 
yenience  and  loss  to  the  Irish  public  and 
traders. 

TRAWLING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dr.  MACGREGOR  (Inverness- 
shire):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  whether,  in  view  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  fisheries  caused  by  trawlers 
within  the  three-mile  limit  on  the  coast 
of  Barra  and  other  parts  of  the  Hebrides, 
anything  further  can  be  done  to  protect 
them? 

Sir  G.  TREVELYAN  :  As  the  hon. 
Member  is  aware,  a  new  steam  cruiser  has 
q  u i  te  recently  been  supplied  for  the  services 
of  the  Fishery  Board,  with  special  regard 
to  the  protection  of  the  fisheries  on  the 
West  Coast  of  Scotland,  and  is  already 
actively  at  work.  The  Fishery  Board 
has  now  at  its  disposal  an  Admiralty 
steam  cruiser  on  the  east  coast,  and  one 
of  their  own  on  the  west  coast,  with 
additional  assistance  from  the  Admiralty 
during  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  which 
is  most  useful.  Considering  that  in  the 
matter  of  protection  of  the  fisheries  out 
of  Treasury  funds  Scotland  is  now  in  a 
position  of  exceptional  advantage,  I 
cannot  hold  out  the  prospect  of  further 
action  in  this  direction  at  present. 

THE  DROWNING  DISASTER  IN 
CLEW  BAY. 

Dr.  R.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Robinson,  of  the  Irish  Local 
Government  Board,  has'  yet  made  his 
Report  as  to  the  extent  of  the  distress 
caused  by  the  late  drowning  disaster  in 
Clew  Bay  ;  whether  he  has  suggested 
any  means  for  meeting  such  distress  ; 
and  whether  the  Government  intend  to 
take  any  steps  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of 
such  disaster  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  Mr.  Robinson 
proceeded  to  Achill  Island  on  the  14th 
of  June  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of 
the  people  consequent  upon  the  boat 
disaster  off  Westport  on  the  previous 
day,  and  his  Report  was  received  by  me 
a  few  days  afterwards.  I  understand 
that  grants  of  money  have  been  made  by 
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the  committee  in  charge  of  one  of  the  funds 
to  each  of  the  relatives  dependent  upon 
the  persons  who  were  drowned  ;  that  no 
immediate  want  has  been  left  unprovided 
for ;  and  that  the  allocation  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
local  committee  and  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  other  funds  is  now  receiving 
consideration.  The  railway  from  New- 
port to  Mullrauny  is  open,  I  lelieve,  for 
traffic  to-day,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
extension  of  the  line  thence  to  Achill 
Sound  will  also  be  ready  for  traffic  early 
next  month. 

THE  CONGO  FREE  STATE. 
Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY  (forMn 
J.  W.  Lowther)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether,  before  the  Estimate  for 
the  Foreign  Office  is  proposed,  any  fur- 
ther papers  will  be  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment relating  to  the  Convention  of  the 
12th  of  May  with  the  Congo  Free  State, 
and  to  the  subsequent  withdrawal  of  the 
Third  Article  thereof  ? 

*SiR  E.  GREY  :  Further  Despatches 
relating  to  the  Congo  Free  State 
Convenlion  have  been  distributed  to- 
day. 

THE  CONTRACT  FOR  POLICE  BOOTS. 
Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  he  can 
explain  why  the  boots  known  as  Army 
high-lows,  the  contract  price  for  which 
is  lOs.  6d.  per  pair,  are  superior  to  those 
supplied  to  the  Metropolitan  police  con- 
stables fop  which  the  contract  price  is 
lis.  lid.  per  pair,  this  being  the  opinion 
of  those  who  have  worn  each  class  of 
boots  for  years  ;  whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  contract  for  the  Army  boots  is 
put  out  for  one  year  only,  and  that  these 
boots  are  passed  by  a  board,  whereas  the 
contract  for  police  boots  is  put  out  for 
five  years,  and  these  boots  are  passed  by 
one  examiner,  a  practical  bootmaker, 
whose  total  fee  for  this  work  amounts  to 
only  about  £150  per  annum,  although  he 
deals  with  nearly  30,000  pairs  of  boots 
involving  a  contract  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  £18,000  per  annum  ;  whether  he 
has  yet  considered  the  desirability  of 
permitting  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Newington  to  take  a  copy  of  the  con- 
tract for  the  supply  of  boots  for  the 
Metropolitan  Police,  or  to  cause  a  copy 
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to  be  taken  for  him  ;  and  whether  there 
is  in  the  contract  in  question  a  clause 
such  as  exists  in  most  other  similar  con- 
tracts, enabling  either  of  the  contracting 
parties  to  terminate  the  contract  upon 
certain  conditions  ;  and,  if  this  is  so,  will 
he  state  the  conditions  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  beg  to  refer  my 
hon.  Friend  to  my  answers  to  a  similar 
inquiry  on  July  12,  and  to  add  that  the 
boots  are  of  very  different  character 
from  the  Army  higli-lows,  and  reported 
to  me  as  superior  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  are  used.  The  contract  is 
for  five  years,  and  there  is  a  clause  in  the 
contract  enabling  the  receiver  to  ter- 
minate it  if  reasonably  dissatisfied.  As 
I  have  previously  stated,  my  hon.  Friend 
can  see  the  contract  if  he  wishes.  I  am 
not  aware,  and  he  does  not  inform  me 
why  he  wants  a  copy  of  it,  and  until  I 
know  the  purpose  for  which  the  copy  is 
asked  and  is  to  be  used  I  cannot  give 
him  a  definite  answer  on  this  point. 

Captain  NORTON:  I  desired  to 
have  a  copy  of  the  contract  in  order  that 
I  might  not  be  put  to  the  inconvenience 
of  learning  it  by  heart  at  the  Home 
Office. 

THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  DISCHARGED 
SOLDIERS. 
Major  EASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  death  of  a  discharged 
soldier  of  the  7th  Dragoons  who  com- 
mitted suicide  at  Glasgow  owing  to  his 
inability  to  find  work  ;  and  whether  he 
will  consider  the  possibility  o^  augment- 
ing the  Government  grant  to  the  Asso- 
ciation for  Employment  of  Discharged 
and  Reserve  men,  which  during  the  past 
year  has  found  employment  for  4,400  old 
soldiers  ? 

•Thk  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Campbell-Baxnerman,  Stir- 
ling, &c.)  :  My  attention  has  not  been 
called  to  the  case  referred  to,  nor  is  it  one 
for  which  the  War  Department  could  be 
held  responsible.  Every  effort  is  made 
to  obtain  employment  for  discharged 
soldiers,  and  on  June  1,  out  of  80,737 
reservists  who  sent  in  their  life  certifi- 
cates 73,014  had  employment.  This 
accounted  for  all  the  Reserve  except 
2,654,  who  for  various  reasons  did  not 
send  in  their  certificates.  The  House 
will,  I  am  sure,  regard  these  figures  as 


most  satisfactory,  and  an  additional  grant 
to  the  Association  referred  to  does  not 
appear  to  be  needed.  I  would  also  re- 
mind the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
that  a  Committee  is  sitting  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

COMMISSIONS  IN  THE  ARMY. 
Mr  .  M ACDON A  (South wark,  Rother- 
hithe)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  whether  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  War  Ofilce  Warrant  of 
June  1890,  No.  197,  stated  that  soldiers 
enlisting  after  that  date  would  come 
under  it^  he  will  modify  the  Warrant 
lately  issued,  which  makes  no  such  pro- 
vision as  to  time,  so  as  to  make  it  agree 
with  the  Warrant  of  June  1890,  in  not 
having  a  retrospective  effect,  and  thus 
obviate  the  risk  of  inflicting  hardship  on 
those  who  enlisted  with  the  hope  of 
getting  a  commission  ? 
•Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
The  Army  Order  of  August,  1893,  was 
issued  after  very  full  consideration  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  Service.  Provision 
is  made  for  candidates  of  specially  meri- 
torious service,  or  who  have  given  distin- 
guished service  in  the  field  ;  but  it  is  not 
thought  desirable  that  in  ordinary  cases 
a  soldier  should  be  recommended  for  a 
commission  after  he  is  24  years  of  age, 
or  that  he  should  be  commissioned 
after  26. 

FRANCE  AND  THE  CONGO  TREATY. 
Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY  (for  Sir 
E.  Ashmead-Bartlett)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  can  give  the  House 
any  information  as  to  the  negotiations 
with  France  regarding  the  Congo  Treaty 
of  12th  May,  and  as  to  the  position  of 
the  French  Forces  in  the  Upper  Congo 
Districts  and  the  Equatorial  Provinces  ? 

*SiR  E.  GREY :  I  cannot  at  the  present 
stage  make  any  statement  as  to  the  nego- 
tiations with  France.  We  have  heard 
of  no  movement  of  the  French  force  in 
the  Upper  Congo  District,  and  there 
have  not  been  any  in  the  Equatorial 
Pravinces  ? 

occupyma  tenants  in  ibbland. 

Mr-  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer whether  he  will  grant  a  Return  of 
the-  number  of  occupying  tenants  in  Ire- 
land whose  holdings  have  changed  hands 
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by  death  during  the  last  five  years,  and 
the  amount  of  tenant  right  charged  with 
Death  Duties  during  those  Ave  year«, 
classified  as  in  Keturn  No.  285,  17th 
June,  1891 — namely,  those  under  £4  ; 
over  £4  and  not  over  £15  ;  over  £15  and 
not  over  £30  ;  over  £30  and  not  over 
£50  ;  over  £50  and  not  over  £150 :  over 
£150  and  not  over  £200 ;  over  £200  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  W.  H  ARCOUHT,  Derby) : 
Both  the  Inland  Revenue  and  the  Irish 
Office  report  that  they  are  unable  to  ob«- 
tain  this  information  ? 

INLAND  REVENUE   OFFICERS. 

Mb.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Inland  Revenue,  in  deciding 
complaints  made  against  their  officers, 
the  consequences  of  which  involve  cen- 
sure, reduction,  or  dismissal,  take  into 
consideration  as  against  the  officers  docu- 
mentary and  other  evidence  procured  in 
the  absence  of  these  officers;  that  in 
many  cases  the  officers  are  not  ajQTorded 
an  opportunity  of  disproving  or  explaining 
the  gravamen  of  such  evidence  ;  and  that 
on  proceedings  of  this  sort  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Inland  Revenue  have  censured 
and  dismissed  many  officers  ;  and  whether 
the  Commissioners,  in  dealing  with 
complaints  against  their  officers,  will  be 
directed  to  afford  such  officers  an  oppor- 
tunity of  replying  to  any  complaints 
against  them  before  a  decision  is  arrived  at  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  The  practice 
of  the  Commisioners  of  Inland  Revenue 
is  not  correctly  stated  in  the  question. 
When  a  serious  complaint  is  made  against 
an  officer  an  inquiry  is  ordered,  and  is 
conducted  by  experienced  officials,  whose 
Report  is  subsequently  examined  by  the 
Board.  The  inquiry  is,  so  far  as  is  pos- 
sible, held  in  the  presence  of  the  officer. 
Where  this  is  not  possible,  he  is  given  an 
opportunity  of  denying  or  explaining  the 
evidence  against  him.  He  can  also 
produce  evidence  on  his  own  behalf. 

ORDERS    OF    THE   BAY. 


FINANCE  BILL.— (No.  803.) 
CONSIDERATION.      [siXTH  NIGHT.] 

Bill,  as  amended,  further  considered. 

Sir  J.  LUBBOCK  rose  to  move,  in 
page  12,  line  30,  after  "of,"  insert—   \ 
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"Any  property  which  is  by  virtue  of  the 
Btatute  of  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  George  the 
Third,  chapter  seventy-three,  not  liable  to 
Legacy  Duty,  and  such  property  shall  not  be 
aggregated  with  any  other  property  for  the 
purpose  of  fixing  the  rate  of  Estate  Duty,  or." 

This  Amendment,  he  said,  raised  no 
Party  question,  and  he  trusted,  therefore, 
that  it  would  be  considered  ebtirelj  on  its 
own  merits.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  a  somewhat  similar 
Amendment  on  the  Paper,  but  it  differed 
in  two  respects.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Amendment  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  confined  to  works  of  art, 
and  excluded  collections  of  scientific 
objects ;  in  the  second  place,  the  Clmu- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  excluded  bequests 
to  Universities  and  Colleges.  He  could 
not  understand  why  scientific  collections 
should  be  excluded.  Sorely  all  the  argu- 
ments which  applied  to  art  applieil  to 
science  also.  He  submitted  to  the  House 
that  bequests  of  collections  to  Universi- 
ties and  Colleges  were  quite  as  useful  as 
those  to  any  other  Institutions.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  they  would  be 
included.  His  Amendment  was  framed 
on  the  existing  law.  At  present  such 
collections  were  exempted  from  Legacy 
Duty.  The  Government  were  now  im- 
posing a  new  duty,  and  he  submitted 
that  the  same  considerations  held  good. 
To  •  refuse  the  Amendment  would  be  a 
distinct  discouragement  to  science  and 
art,  while  to  accept  it  would  inflict  very 
little  loss  on  tlie  Treasury.  He  begged 
to  move  his  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  12,  line 
30,  after  ^he  word  "  of,"  to  insert  the 
words — 

"Any  property  which  is  by  virtue  of  the 
statute  of  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  George  the 
Third,  chapter  seventy-three,  not  liable  to 
Legacy  Duty,  and  such  property  shall  not  be 
aggregated  with  any  other  property  for  the 
purpose  of  fixing  the  rate  of  Estate  Duty,  or." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  thought  that 
an  Amendment  of  this  kind  was  rather  a 
severe  lesson  upon  the  making  of  con- 
cessions by  the  Government.  The  first 
proposal  was  to  exempt  bequests  for 
national  purposes,  and  immediately  that 
concession  was  made  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  York  attempted  to 
give  the  exemption  an  unlimited 
character.     He  did  not,  however,  object 
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to  including  in  Iiiis  Amdndhieni  *' seien- 
•  tifie  objects."  That  was  reasonable 
enough,  and  he  should  be  very  glad  to 
incorporate  it  in  bis  Amendment,  but  the 
Amendment  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  was 
a  very  different  one.  It  had  a  very 
different  list  to  that  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  York^nxid.the  bodies 
were  also  of  a  very  different  character. 
It  would  be  out  of  the  question  to  accept 
the  specification  of  exemption  in  thp  Act 
of  George  ni.  He  must  adhere  sub- 
stantially to  the  Amendment  of  which  he 
had  given  notice.  There  was  a  clear 
distinction  to  be  drawn  in  favour  of 
Municipal  Corporations  and  County 
Councils,  because  they  were  bodies  repre- 
senting the  general  community,  and 
through  them  the  public  would  have  a 
voice  in  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the 
things  bequeathed. 

Mr.  grant  la WSON  (York,  N.R., 
Thirsk)  said,  there  were  one  or  two 
reasons  why  the  Amendment,  which  had 
been  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  the  Lond^on  University,  wa«  better 
than  that  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. In  the  first  place,  it  proposed 
to  apply  to  the  Estate  Duty  the  principle 
and  practice  which  had  been  in  use  for 
so  many  years,  and  which  had  been  the 
subject  of  legal  decisions,  whereas  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  Amend- 
ment raised  quite  a  new  definition  in 
law. 

Sir  W.  HARCODRT  :  So  does  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  York. 

Mr.  grant  la  WSON  had  not  that 
Amendment  with  him,  anck  did  not 
recollect  its  terms.  There  was  another 
reason  why  the  Amendment  under  dis- 
cussion was  better  than  that  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  that  was  that  it  would 
involve  no  delay  in  setting  up  estates, 
whereas  the  proposal  of  the  Government 
that  the  duty  should  be  remitted  on  these 
various  articles  which  were  of  national 
importance  or  historical  interest  would 
result  in  delaying  the  winding-up  of  the 
estate,  because  the  rate  of  duty  could  not 
be  fixed.  No  such  difficulty  would  be 
incurred  under  this  Amendment. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  It  would 
have,  to  be  decided  by  a  Court  of 
Law. 

Mr.  GRANT  LAWSON :  Do  I 
understand  that  a  Court  of  Law  would 
have  to  decide  whether  the  articles  came 
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nnder     this    section     of    the    Act    of 
G^oxge  Illi  ? 

Sra  W.  HARCOURT :  If  it  was 
disputed  it  would  be  for  a  Court  of  Law 
to  decide. 

Mr.  GRANT  LAWSON  said,  then  he 
came  to  hie  original  point,  that  the  Courts 
of  Law  had  already  decided  all  questions 
on' this  subject,  because  this  had  been  in 
force  ever  since  the  d9th  year  of  George 
III.,  and  any  questions  that  could  possibly 
arise  must  already  havebi^eB  decided. 

•Sir  a.  EOLLIT  (Islington,  S.)  said, 
he  thought  the  Amendment  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  fully  met  the 
point.  There  was  one.  ground  on  which 
it  should  be  preferred  to  the  Amendment 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  London  University.  In  the  days  of 
George  III,  vicars  and  churchwardens 
were,  no  doubt,  as  corporations  sole, 
representatives  of  the  community, 
but  their  places  as  such  had  since 
been  taken  by  the  representative 
bodies  created  by  the  various  Municipal 
and  Local  Government  Acts.  He  was 
very  glad  Municipalities  were  included  in 
the  Amendment  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  Gifts  left  to  Municipalities 
were  certainly  gifts  left  to  the  nation  ; 
and  besides  this  exemption  would  con- 
tribute to  the  formation  of  local  collec- 
tions of  objects  of  national  and  historic 
interest,  which  were  in  tiie  aggregate 
even  more  representative  of  national  Ijfe 
than  central  collections.  He  thought  the 
Government  had  done  very  much  to  meet 
the  opinions  expressed  on  this  subject, 
and  he  should  be  glad  to  support  iheir 
Amendment. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
gomeryshire) appealed  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  interest  of 
higher  education  in  Wales,  to  include  in 
his  Amendment  gifts  to  Universities  and 
intermediate  schools  in  Wales.  Those 
institutions  had  on  their  Governing  Bodies 
popular  representatives,-  and  on  that 
ground,  and  also  on  the  ground  of  the 
desirability  of  forming  local  collections, 
it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  made  this  addition  to 
the  national  resources  of  Wales. 

•Mr.  butcher  (York)  desired  to 
express  his  obligation  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  for  having  substan- 
tially accepted  the  Amendment  which 
had  stood  on  the  Paper  in  his  name.  He 
had  not  got  that  Amendment  with   him 
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la  printy  but  as  well  im  ho  remembered 
his  object  was  to  exempt  from  dutj  all 
such  gifts  left  to  institutious  .for  public 
purposes. ;  and  therefore,  ia  acoeptiog  the 
Amendment  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  he  desired  to  reserve  to  him- 
self the  right  to  support  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stratford,  in 
which  it  proposed  to  exempt  gifts  of  this 
extremely  limited  character  given  to  any 
University  or  learned  body. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bod- 
min)  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  not  be  discouraged  in 
well-doing  because  of  the  reception  given 
to  his  concession.  After  all,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  admitted  that  there 
was  force  in  raising  further  demands  for 
concessions,  because  he  had  now  con- 
.sented  to  include  collections  of  natural 
history,  which  were  not  covered  by  his 
Amendment  as  it  stood  on  the  Paper. 
Personally,  he  was  glad  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  gone  so  far  ;  but 
with  all  respect  to  the  authorship  of  the 
Amendment  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  should  say  its 
meaning  was  not  very  clear.  They 
had  had  a  plea  put  forward  on 
behalf  of  Universities.  He  was  in- 
clined to  think  Universities  were 
<!Overed  by  the  Amendment.  Universi- 
ties were  national  institutions,  and  there- 
fore gifts  given  to  Universities  were  gifts 
given  for  national  purposes.  But  it 
would  be  better  if  the  matter  was  made 
perfectly  clear. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  The  ques- 
tion does  not  arise  under  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  replied  that  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  a  little  ambiguous  ;  but  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  could  assure  the  House 
that  it  covered  or  would  l)e  made  to  cover 
gifts  to  Universities,  it  might  considerably 
.shorten  discussion. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  said,  he  presumed  that 
if  the  Amendment  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  London  Univer- 
sity were  withdrawn,  all  the  descriptions 
of  property  included  in  it  might  be  dis- 
cussed with  a  view  to  their  exemption 
under  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's 
Amendment.  He  did  not  suggest  that 
the  Amendment  should  be  withdrawn  ; 
but  he  thought  his  right  hon.  Friend 
would  lose  nothing  by  so  doing. 

Ifr,  Butcher 


SiK  J.  LUBBOCK  said,   he  would 
withdraw  the  Amendment  on  the  under-   * 
standing  that   they   might   discuss    the 
matters  included  in  it  on  the  Amendment 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 

•Mr.     BARTLEY      (Islington,     N.) 
moved  in  page  12,  line  31,  to  leave  out 
"twenty-five"  and    insert  "fifty-two.** 
Hit)  Amendment  was  perhaps  a  little  un- 
grateful.    The   Chancellor   of  the   Ex- 
chequer   had    given    as     a    concession 
exemption  from  duty  to  joint  annuities 
of  £25,  between  husbaud  and  wife,  or 
two  elderly  sisters,  as  the  case  might  be, 
on  one  of  the  lives  falling  in.     He  was 
anxious  to  raise  the  exemption  to  £1  a 
week.     He  had  made  a  calculation  as  to 
the  financial    result  which    raising   the 
exemption  from  25  to  52  would  involve 
to  ^he   Treasury.      In  the  case  of   the 
death  of  one   of   the    lives   in    a    joint 
annuity   of   £52,  if  the    other   life  was 
£60,    the    value    of   half    the   annuity, 
if    a  male,   was   only   £150,   and   if  a 
female  £180.     If  half  the  annuity  fell 
in  at  70  years  the  value  to  a  man  waa 
£110,  and  to  a  woman  £120.     If  the 
life  dropped  at  75  years,  the  value  to  a 
man   was   £80,   and  to   a   female   £90. 
The  value  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases 
would  therefore  be  under  £300,  and  that 
would   only  mean   308.  in   duty  to  the 
Treasury.     The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer  had    said    it   hardly   paid    the 
Treasury  to  collect  those  small  amounts  ; 
and  he  was  sure  everyone  would  agree  it 
was  not  wf  rth  while  putting  a  widow  to 
the  trouble  and  inconvenience — at  a  time 
of  sorrow  and  difficulty — of  having  the 
matter  of  the  annuity  gone  into  for  the 
sake  of  a  few  thousand  pounds  to  the 
country,     especially     as    the    expenses 
would  be  nearly  as  much  as  the  Estate 
Duty  would  bring   into    the    Treasury. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  accept  the  Amend- 
ment; but  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  see  bis  way  to  do  so,  he  would 
not  press  it  to  a  Division. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  12, 
line  31,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  twenty- 
five  "  and  insert  the  words  "  fifty-two.*' — 
{Mr.  Bartley.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  twenty-five  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 
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Sib  W.  HABCOUJftT  aaid,  he  could 
only  repeat  what  he  had  said  before  on 
the  Bubjeot.  What  they  had  got  to  do 
was  to  establish  an  equality  between  the 
exemptions  made  in  one  class  and  the 
exemptions  made  in  another  class  ;  and  if 
they  gave  in  one  particular  class  of  in- 
vestments larger  exemptions  than  were 
given  in  anoUier  class  they  would  be 
placing  the  whole  principle  of  exemption 
on  an  unsound  basis*  In  his  illustrations 
of  what  the  duty  on  joint  annuities  of 
jCd2  a  year  would  bring  into  the  Trea- 
sury, the  hon.  Grentleman  took  the  oases 
of  very  old  people.  But  a  man  might  be 
killed  or  a  woman  might  be  killed 
4it  an  early  age,  and  the  £52*  a  year 
<^apitalised  would  mean  £1,000.  He 
•could  not,  therefore,  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Hegis)  said,  that  in  this  instance  he 
agreed  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer rather  than  with  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Mover  of  the  Amendment.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  giving  away 
joint  annuities  of  £25  had  opened  a  leak 
in  the  vessel  which  would  be  much 
larger  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
supposed,  because  the  exemption  was 
not  restricted  to  persons  of  small  income  ; 
«ud  joint  annuities  of  £25,  which  might 
be  worth  £400  or  £500  for  the  purposes 
of  aggregation  and  graduation,  might  be 
withdrawn  from  every  estate  that  passed. 
An  annuity  continued  much  longer  than 
was  supposed.  In  fact,  to  give  a  person 
an  annuity  was  to  give  them  a  long  lease 
of  life  ;  and  one  of  the  results  of  the  con- 
cession of  the  Chancellor  of*  the  Exche- 
quer would  be  the  creation  of  a  large 
number  of  joint  annuities  of  £25  in  order 
that  so  much  of  the  estate,  at  least,  might 
be  placed  beyond  the  grasp  of  the  Trea- 
sury. He  thought  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  justified  in  refusing  the 
Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  12,  line 
37,  after  the  word  "  section,"  to  insert 
the  words — 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Treasury  to  re- 
mit the  Estate  Ihity  or  any  other  duty 
leriahle  on  or  with  reference  to  death  in  re- 
spect of  any  such  pictures,  prints,  hooks, 
manuscripts,  or  I  antiquities  as  appear  to  the 
Treasury  to  be  of  national  or  historic  interest, 
and  to  be  given  or  bequeathed  for  national 
purposes,  or  to  any  County  Council  or  Muni- 


cipal Corporation,  and  no  property  the  duty 
in  respect  of  which  is  so  remitted  shall  be 
aggregated  with  any  other  property  for  the 
purpose  of  fixing  the  rate  of  Estate  Duty." — 
{Sir  W.  Haremtrt.) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  moved  to 
leave  out  of  the  proposed  Amendment 
the  words — 

"such  pictures,  prints,  books,  manuscripts, or 
antiquities  as  appear  to  the  Treasury  to  be  of 
national  or  historic  interest,  and  to  be," 

and  to  insert  "  property."  The  objection 
to  the  Amendment  of  theChanoellor  of  the> 
Exchequer  was  that  instead  of  making  the 
exemption  definite  it  left  it  to  the  sweet 
will  of  the  Treasury  to  apply  exemption 
or  not  to  apply  it.  If  an  estate  were  left 
to  a  Corporation  the  Treasury  would  have 
to  decide  whether  or  not  it  was  an  estate 
of  historical  or  national  interest,  and  then 
tc  decide  whether  or  not  the  obligation 
to  pay  duty  should  be  remitted.  In  a 
matter  where  there  might  be  a  doubt  or 
di^Brence  of  opinion  of  that  kind  the  de- 
cision should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Courts  of  Law,  and  not  in  the  hands 
of  the  officials.  When  it  was  a  question 
of  general  property  left  to  the  nation  he 
admitted  that  the  Treasury  or  the  Com- 
missioners of  Inland  Revenue,  to  whom 
the  Treasury  would  no  doubt  hand  over 
the  task,  should  have  the  power  of  re- 
mitting the  duty  ;  but  in  the  matter  of 
property  vaguely  described,  and  subject 
to  the  definition  whether  it  was  national 
or  historical,  the  question  should  be  left 
to  a  Court  of  Law  and  not  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Inland  Revenue. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  in  line  2,  to  leave  out  from 
the  word  "  any  "  to  the  word  "  given," 
in  line  4,  and  insert  the  word  "  property." 
— {Mr.  Gibson  Bowles.) 

Question  proposed,  ^^  That  the  words 
'  such  pictures,  prints,  books,  manuscripts,' 
stand  part  of  the  proposed  Amendment." 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  said,  the  hon. 
Member  wanted  to  substitute  general 
property  for  specific  property.  The 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  York,  which  he  had  ac- 
cepted, and  the  Act  of  George  III., 
regulating  the  matter  in  former  days, 
mentioned  specific  objects,  and  not  pro- 
perty generally,  and  the  insertion  of  priH 
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perty  geuerally  in  his  Amendment  firas 
totally  out  of  the  question.  The  hon. 
Member  also  wanted  the  question  of  the 
character  of  the  property — whether  it 
was  of  national  or  historic  interest — 4e- 
bated  in  a  Court  of  Law.  He  could  not 
conceive  of  a  worse  tribunal  in  which  to 
raise  such  a  question,  and  its  decision  on 
the  matter  would  not  even  be  final,  for  it 
would  be  subject  to  appeal.  Surely  it 
was  better  to  leave  to  the  Treasury  the 
decision  of  the  question,  subject  to  the 
criticism  of  the  House  if  they  decided 
wrongly.  Hitherfo  the  Treasury  had 
decided  these  matters  without  much 
diftHculty,  and  very  properly.  Under  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  things 
that  were  not  appropriate  to  a  public 
oollection  might  be  left  to  a  Publio  Body, 
and  though  they  might  not  be  accepted 
by  the  Public  Body  they  would  be 
exempted  from  tlie  duty.  He  w-as  sure 
the  hon.  Member  would  see  that  his 
Amendment  was  one  the  Government 
could  not  accept. 

Sir  S.  MONTAGU  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Whiteohapel)  cited  the  case  of  Mr. 
Tate,  who  had  given  to  the  nation  not 
only  a  collection  of  pictures,  but  £80,000 
to  erect  a  Gallery.  How  would  the  Trea- 
sury under  the  Bill  treat  such  an  ofiEer  if 
the  person  who  made  the  offer  died  soon 
after  ?  They  would  remit  the  duty  on 
the  pictures,  and  charge  the  duty  on  the 
money.  He  thought  the  Treasury  should 
have  the  option  of  remitting  the  duty  on 
whatever  property  was  left  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  QUILTER  (Suffolk,  Sudbury) 
said,  the  Amendment  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  invested  the  Treasury 
with  the  power  of  discriminating  be- 
tween the  objects  that  were  and  were 
not  objects  of  national  and  historic  in- 
terest. It  would  be  very  desirable  if 
other  Public  Bodies  had  the  same  power. 
For  instance,  the  authorities  of  South 
Kensington  Museum  had  to  accept  any  col- 
lection left  to  them,  even  though  they  were 
the  old  boots  of  distinguished  men.  He 
thought  it  was  a  large  order  to  expect 
that  the  Treasury,  in  addition  to  their 
other  duties,  should  l)e  able  to  decide 
whether  or  not  a  collection  was  of  national 
and  historic  interest  and  should  escape 
duty  ;  and  he  should  like  to  ask  whether 
a  collection  of  Oriental  chiua,  of  very 
great  value  and  of  immense  interest,  or  a 
eoUection  of  old  musical  instruments 
would  be  covered  by  the  Amendment  ? 

Sir  W.  Harcourt 


•Sir  M.  HICKS^BEAOH  (Bristol, 
W.)  said,  that  if  the  hon.  Member  for 
King's  Lynn  had  any  reasonable  pro* 
spect  of  carrying  his  second  Amendment 
on  the  Paper,  to  strike  out  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
the  words  *'  or  to  any  County  Council  or 
Municipal  Corporation,*'  he  should  be 
prepared  to  support  the  Amendment  now 
before  the  House,  because  he  could  not 
see  that  there  was  any  ground  for  the 
distinction  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer  had  drawn  between  books,  pictures^ 
and  manuscripts,  and  money  or  other 
property  when  it  was  left  to  the  nation. 
But  he  knew  the  right  hon.  G  entleman  had 
given  in  to  the  pressure  of  the  Municipal 
Corporations,  and  had  agreed  to  insert 
the  words  "any  County  Council  or 
Municipal  Corporation."  If  therefore  the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  succeeded  iu 
carrying  this  Motion,  these  bodies  would 
be  excused  payment  of  Death  Duty  on 
any  money  or  land  which  might  be  left 
to  them.  That  would  be  a  bad  thing  to 
do,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  support 
anything  of  the  kind.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  give  them  a  hope  that 
he  would  accept  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Somerset  they  would 
be  able  safely  to  give  the  Treasury  the 
discretion  the  hon.  Gentleman  asked. 
But  he  failed  to  see  any  symptom  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  being  likely  to 
accept  the  Amendment  in  the  remarks  he 
had  addressed  to  the  House. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  io. 

Sir  J.  LUBBOCK  said,  he  now 
desired  to  leave  out  "antiquities,"  in 
order  to  insert  "  other  objects."  He  had 
gathered  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  he 
would  be  willing  to  accept  these  words 
so  as  to  cover  scientific  objects. 

Sir  W.  harcourt  (interrupting) 
said,  that  *'  other  objects  "  would  cover 
more  than  scientific  objects.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  propose  the  words 
"  scientific  objects  "  they  would  be  accept* 
able. 

Sir  J.  LUBBOCK  said,  that  if  that 
were  done  he  did  not  think  the  words 
would  cover  ancient  statues  of  great 
value  or  ancient  coins,  or  collections  of 
old  china,  old  glass,  gems,  or  studies  hj 
ancient  masters.  It  was  dangerous  to 
mention  specific  articles,  as  there  might 
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be  other  things  of  great  interest,  and 
valae  left  which  would  not  technically 
eome  within  the  clause.  It  would  be 
left  to  the  Tteasury  to  determine  whe- 
ther certain  articles  should  .be  accepted 
as  coming  under  the  clause.  They  would 
not  be  bound  to  accept  them.  They 
could  refuse  them  if  they  were'  not 
worthy  of  being  accepted  by  the  nation  ; 
therefore,  he  failed  to  see  ^what  would  be 
gained  by  accepting  the  limitation  sug- 
gested'by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  in  line  3,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  antiquities,"  and  insert  the  words 
"« other  objects."— (5«r  J.  Lubbock.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
^  antiquities '  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Amendment." 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  said,  this  was 
the  result  of  concession.  First  of  all, 
there  were  half-a-dozen  proposals  sub- 
mitted ;  then  when  he  made  a  concession 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  not  satisfied, 
but  wished  to  have  it  extended  to  every- 
thing. There  must  be  some  definition 
of  the  articles  to  be  included  under  the 
olause.  An  hon.  Member  had  spoken 
highly  of  the  intelligence  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  officials,  but  in  this  matter  the 
discretion  would  be  exercised  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  surely 
they  would  have  intelligence  enough  to 
be  able  to  discharge  this  duty.  He 
would  agree  to  the  insertion  of  the  words 
"  scientific  collections." 

Sir  J.  LUBBOCK  said,  he  would 
withdraw  the  Amendment  in  order  to 
■move  to  leave  out  the  word  "  or  "  in  line 
3  of  the  proposed  Amendment. 

Amendment  to  the  prO|K)8ed  Ameud- 
fuent,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  in  line  3,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  or."— (5ir  J.  Lubbock.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
*  or '  stand  part  of  the  proposed  Amend- 
Tnent." 

•Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH  said,  it 
deemed  to  him  that  in  naming  these 
things  they  were  running  the  risk  of 
leaving  out  something  that  it  would  be 
very  desirable  to  include.  Would  it  not 
be  much  better,  instead  of  attempting  to 


specify  everything,  to  use  the  words 
"  works  of  art  and  scientific  collections  *'  ? 
There  might  be  modern  statues  as  well 
as  ancient  ones. 

•Mr.  butcher  said,  that  in  select- 
ing the  word  "antiquities  "  he  was,  per- 
haps a  little  unfortunate,  as  it  would  ex- 
clude such  things  as  modern  statues.  In 
principle  he  did  not  see  any  difiTerence 
between  modern  statues  and  ancient 
statues  for  the  purpose  of  this  clause. 
He  thought  it  just  as  reasonable  to 
exempt  the  one  from  duty  as  the  other. 
It  was  desirable  above  everything  in  this 
House  to  be  modest,  but  he  was  afraid 
that  on  this  occasion  he  had  been  led  into 
too  great  a  fit  of  modesty,  and  had  made 
the  olause  too  narrow.  Fully  recognising 
as  he  did  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  met  the  case  in  a  very  fair 
way,  he  would  ask  him  if  words  could  not 
be  introduced  into  the  Amendment  to 
prevent  its  undue  limitation. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  said,  that  when 
he  had  made  his  concession  he  had 
thought  that  that  would  be  final.  If  he 
accepted  the  words  suggested  by  the 
right  hon.  Boronet  opposite  what  would 
there  be  to  protect  him  from  further  de- 
mands on  the  part  of  hon.  Gentlemen  in 
other  quarters  ?  He  should  be  willing 
to  adopt  the  words  "  works  of  art  and 
scientific  collections."  He  trusted  that 
he  should  be  protected  against  further 
appeals  in  this  direction. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said,  he  was  glad 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
prepared  to  go  so  far,  and  he,  with  other 
Members  on  that  (the  Opposition)  side 
of  the  House,  would  do  what  he  could  to 
protect  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  from 
further  demands.  He  thought  it  right 
to  say  that  many  people  considered  this  a 
very  important  matter,  although  the 
Opposition  had  discussed  it  very  briefly, 
and  with  a  desire  to  come  to  a  conclusion 
as  quickly  as  possible.  He  hoped  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not 
think  that  it  had  been  pressed  unduly. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  move  to  leave  out 
"or  antiquities,"  in  order  to  insert 
"  works  of  art  or  scientific  collections  "  ? 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  said,  he  thought 
the  word  *^  antiquities,"  which  was  not 
a  thoroughly  English  word,  should  be 
left  out. 
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Amendmeut  proposed  to  the  proposed 
AmeDdment,  in  line  3,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  antiquities,''  and  insert  the  words 
"  works  of  art  or  scientific  collections." 
—{Sir  W.  HarcourU) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment." 

Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  said,  he 
must  say  a  word  on  behalf  of  *'  antiqui- 
ties." Antiquities  might  not  be  works 
of  art,  and  works  of  art  might  not  be 
antiquities. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said,  that 
the  Amendment  would  imply  that  pic- 
tures were  not  works  of  art.  No  doubt 
they  were  not  always  works  of  art,  but 
he  did  not  think  the  two  things  should 
be  put  in  different  categories.  The  best 
method  of  dealing  with  this  question 
would  be  to  provide  that  the  clause 
should  apply  to  articles  "  left  for  preser- 
vation and  not  for  sale."  He  had  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  to  that  effect. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  in  line  4,  after  the  word 
"  national,"  to  insert  the  word  "  scien- 
tific."—(5t>  J.  Lubbock.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FREEMAN-MITFORD  (War- 
wick, Stratford)  said,  he  desired  to  move, 
in  line  5  of  the  proposed  Amendment, 
after  "purposes,"  to  insert  "or  to  any 
University  or  learned  body."  His  object 
was  to  provide  that  if  a  man  left  any  valu- 
able collection  of  works  of  art  or  articles  of 
Bcietific  interest  to  a  University  or  learned 
body,  it  should  be  exempted  from  aggre- 
gation, and  no  longer  subjected  to  the 
risk  of  disappearing.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  included  County  Councils 
and  Municipal  Corporations  in  the  list  of 
bodies  that  were  to  be  exempted,  but 
surely  Universities  had  a  far  more 
catholic  scope  than  either  Municipal 
Bodies  or  County  Councils.  The  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  and  the  Hunterian 
Museum,  for  instance,  were  institutions 
to  which  people  might  very  well  leave 
valuable  collections,  and  it  would  be  very 
unfair  to  the  heirs  of  such  people  if  such 
bequests  were  aggregated  like  the  rest  of 
the  estate.  The  very  moderate  Amend- 
ment he  had  put  down  needed  no  lengthy 
words  to  commend  it. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  in  line  5,  after  the  word 
"  purposes,"  to  insert  the  words  "  or  to 
any  university  or  learned  body."— ^(^r* 
Freeman  -  Mitford,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  said,  he  thought 
he  had  already  stated  the  principle  on 
which  he  was  prepared  to  accept  Amend- 
ments. No  one  could  accuse  him  of  in- 
difference to  the  Universities  of  England^ 
but  those  Universities  were  not  in  any 
sense  representative  bodies — except  in 
that  House.  That  was  to  say,  the  public 
had  no  rights  over  the  property  of  the 
Univeisities.  The  Universities  and 
learned  bodies  could  do  with  their  pro- 
perty, so  far  as  the  public  at  large  was 
concerned,  whatever  they  liked.  If  they 
chose  to  say  these  objects,  scientific  or 
artistic,  might  l>e  seen  by  some  people 
and  not  by  others,  they  were  perfectly 
entitled  to  do  so.  County  Councils  and 
Corporations  were  representative  bodies, 
and  he  did  not  think  that  they  could 
safely  go  beyond  these.  He  rested  his 
case  on  that  principle.  As  had  been 
well  said,  so  far  as  the  possession  of 
museums  and  such  things  were  concerned, 
these  l)odies  were  merely  local  sections 
of  the  nation.  Loan  collections  were 
sent  down  to  them  from  time  to  time  from 
the  national  museums  and  galleries,  and 
in  this  way  local  collections  were 
established.  He  was  not  saying  that 
they  should  not  encourage  the  Univer- 
sities, but  that  they  were  not  on  the  same 
footing  as  these  other  bodies.  As  to 
"  learned  bodies,"  it  was  difficult  to  say 
what  was  a  learned  body,  and  he  did  not 
think  it  was  safe  to  go  beyond  the  limits 
which  had  been  specified.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bristol, 
the  noble  Lord  1)ehind  him,  and  his  (Sir 
W.  Harcourt's)  hon.  Friend  below  the 
Gangway  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the 
House  thought  he  had  already  gone  too 
far. 

Sir  J.  LUBBOCK  said,  he  did  not 
think  they  had  arrived  at  the  end  of  this 
question  yet.  They  were  discussing  it 
as  though  those  who  left  these  objects 
to  Universities  and  Municipalities  were 
doing  an  injury  to  the  nation  and  ought 
to  be  discourage<l.  Surely  they  ought 
to   encourage  these  bequests  as   far   as 
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possible.  No  one  would  deny  that  these 
bequests,  if  made  to  Universities  and 
schools,  were  as  useful  as  if  made  to 
representative  bodies.  He  did  not  see 
what  the  fact  of  a  body  being  represen- 
tative had  to  do  with  the  point.  The 
question  was,  would  it  be  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  nation  that  bequests  of  this 
kind  should  be  made  ?  If  it  would  they 
should  not  be  discouraged.  It  seemed  to 
him  as  though  the  Government  were 
looking  with  a  jealous  eye  upon  i  these 
bequests.  ["No,  no  I  "]  Then  why 
did  they  not  encourage  them  ?  Although 
Universities  and  Colleges  might  not  be 
representative  bodies  the  managers  and 
trustees  had  not  power  to  use  these 
articles  to  their  profit.  They  held  them, 
practically,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
— in  fact,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Bodmin  was  of  opinion  that 
these  bodies  would  be  covered  by  the 
words  of  the  Amendment.  If  the  hon. 
Member  went  'to  a  Division  he  (Sir  J. 
Lubbock)  would  support  him. 

•Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  said  that,  as  a 
Member  of  the  Court  of  the  Victoria 
University,  he  desired  to  put  in  a  plea  for 
that  University — both  for  the  University 
itself  and  also  for  the  colleges,  which 
were  rapidly  advancing  in  popularity, 
and  to  which  important  bequests  were 
made.  It  was  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  any  bequest  to  these  Universities 
would  not  be  open  to  the  public.  So  far 
as  the  Cambridge  University  was  con- 
cerned, its  museum  was  open  to  the 
public  once  a  week.  The  same  liberality 
would  be  shown  by  other  Universities. 
He  therefore  hoped  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  having  gone  so  far,  would 
go  one  step  further.  He  was  confident 
that  he  would  not  regret  it. 

•Sir  M.HICKS-BE  ACH  said,  it  seemed 
to  him  absurd  that  the  Town  Councils  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  should  be  relieved 
from  duty  on  bequests  of  this  kind — 
bequests,  for  instance,  of  scientific  collec- 
tions— and  that  the  Universities  of  those 
towns,  which  had  far  better  means  of 
utilising  such  bequests  for  the  public 
advantage  should  pay  duty.  As  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  gone  so  far,  he  thought 
he  might  well  include  Uniyeraities. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  1  concede  the 
Universities, 

Mr.  COURTNEY  :  Then  I  move  to 
omit  the  words  "  or  learned  body." 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment 
to  leave  out  the  words  "  or  learned  body.*^ 
— (Jfr.   Courtney,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment  to  the  proposed 
Amendment.'* 

Mr.  FREEMAN-MITFORD  said, 
that  some  of  the  learned  bodies  bore  as 
national  a  character  as  the  Universities. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  thought  they 
ought  not  to  go  on  discussing  the  ques- 
tion after  the  concession  he  had  made. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Dublin  University) 
said  that,  as  a  University  Member,  he 
felt  deeply  grateful  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  for  the  concession  he  had 
made. 

Mr.  butcher  thought  the  various 
colleges  of  the  Universities  should  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the  Uni- 
versities themselves  in  regai^d  to  this 
concession. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Words,  as  amended,  inserted. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT,  in  moving  au 
addition  to  Clause  16  exempting  from 
the  Estate  Duty  pensions  and  annuities 
payable  to  the  widows  and  children  of 
the  deceas6<l  officers,  said  the  addition 
was  necessary,  because,  although  an 
annuity  or  pension  payable  enturely  by 
the  Government  would,  as  the  law  stood, 
be  exempt,  yet  if  the  officer  during  his 
lifetime  had  contributed  towards  the 
amount,  it  would  make  it  subject  to  the 
duty.  He  desired,  therefore,  to  make  it 
clear  that  the  exemption  should  apply  in 
all  cases.  He  had  discussed  this  matter 
with  gentlemen  who  were  interested  in 
the  subject,  and  they  regarded  the 
Amendment,  he  believed,  as  a  satisfac- 
tory solution. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  12,  line 
37,  at  end,  add — 

"  Estate  Duty  shall  not  be  payable  in  respect 
of  any  pension  or  annuity  payable  by"  the  Go- 
vernment of  British  India  to  the  widow  or 
child  of  any  deceased  officer  of  sacb  Govern- 
ment, notwithstanding  tbat  the  deceased  contri- 
buted during  his  lifetime  to  any  fund  out  of 
which  such  pension  or  annuity  is  paid." — {JSir 
W,  Ifaroourt.) 

Question,  '*  That  those  words  be  there 
added,**  put,  and  agreed  to. 

•Mr.  THORNTON  (Clapham)  said, 
that  when  the  House  in  Committee  re- 
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dolved  that  inau user ipts  should  be  taxed 
upon  their  capital  value,  he.  decided  that 
ou  the  Report  stage  he  would  make  au 
appeal  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer to  make  an  exception  in  the  case  of 
themanuscript  s  publishedhy  the  Historical 
Manuscripts   Commission,    although    he 
confessed  he  did  not  do  so  with  a  very 
good  heart,  or  with  much  hope  of  success. 
Still,  he  would  ask  the  House  to  listen 
to  him  for  a  few  minutes  while  he  tried 
to  render  less  hard  the  heart  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.     The  Historical  Manu- 
scripts Commission  had  during  the  last 
50    years    issued    a    large    number    of 
volumes  of  historical  records,  and  these 
volumes    had    been    indebted    for    their 
great  value  to  the  access  given  to  manu- 
scripts of  great  importance  which  were 
to    be    found    in    various    parts   of   the 
country.     He  feared  that  this  change  in 
the  law  would  militate  against  the  pub- 
lication of  these  documents,  not  in  the 
sense  that  owners  of  them  would  be  de- 
terred from  allowing  access  to  them,  but 
by  reason  of  the  expense  which  would 
have  to  be  incurred  in  putting  and  keep- 
ing them  in  order.      As  anybody  cogni- 
sant with  the  subject  well  knew,  there 
were  in  many  places  most  valuable  docu- 
ments which  were  in  a  condition  of  the 
greatest  confusion,  and  he  contended  that 
if  they  were  to  be  subject  to  duty  on  the 
death  of  the  owner,  th«  liability  would 
act  as  a  great  deterrent  to  the  owner  in 
the    matter   of    seeking    them   out  and 
putting   them   in  order.     The  tendency 
would,  in  fact,  be  to  neglect  them.    Since 
•he  placed  his  Motion  on  the  Paper  he 
had  endeavoured  to  discover  the  current 
prices  of  letters  of  a  holograph  character. 
He  was  very  much  struck  by  an  observation 
made  by  the  Member  for  Rochester,  to 
the  efifect  that  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  place  any  value  upon  them,  and  he  had 
in  his  hand  a  pamphlet  giving  the  current 
values  of  some  of  these  letters.     These 
would   show  a  great  irregularity  in  the 
value,  as  well  as  the  great  sums  at  stake. 
Taking  documents  of  the   16th  century, 
he  found  that  a  signed  letter  of  Henry 
VII.  was  to  be  sold  for  £48,  an  autograph 
letter  of  Henry  VIII.  for  £8,  a  hologiaph 
letter  of  Lord  Burleigh  for  £25y  a  signed 
letter  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Charles  IX. 
of  France  for  £18  18s.,  a  holograph  letter 
of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  for  £125,  and  a 
signed  letter,  MaitUnd  of   Lethington, 
for  £25.      Passing    on     to    the    next 
Mr.  Thornton 


century,  they  had  offered    a    holograph 
letter    of    Swift    for    £40,  one    of    Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds  for  £25,  three  or  four 
of   Dr.   Johnson  for  £60,  one  fetching 
£22  10s. ;  a  letter  of  Robert  Burns  £35, 
and  a  song  £32,  and  a  letter  of  Lord 
Bolingbroke  £6  6s.     High  prices  ruled, 
too,  for  holograph  letters  and  autographs 
of  Addison,   Boswell,   the  Chevalier  de 
St.  George,  Pope,  Burke,  David  Hume, 
Lord  Byron,  Charles  Lamb,  and  Shelley, 
and    the  values,  he   ventured    to  assert, 
were  daily  increasing.     He  might  men- 
tion that,  only  recently,  a  friend  of  his, 
a  Member  of  the  House,  had  discovered 
in  his  muniment  chest  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence   between    Lord    Boling- 
broke and  his  secretary  alK)ut  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht.     It  was  very  difficult  to  put 
a  value,  for  purposes  of  duty,  upon  such 
documents  ;  and  he  was  certain  that  if 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
see  his  way  to  relax  his  intention  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman   would    receive     the    thanks   of 
literary    men    throughout    the    country, 
and  would  assist  in  keeping  up  the  high 
character   which  historical   learning   in 
this  country  now  possessed.     In  order  to 
maintain  that  character,  access  to  public 
documents  was  absolutely  necessary,  and 
it  could  never  have  been  attained  had  it 
not  been  the  practice  of  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  in  allowing  their  manuscripts 
to  be  searched.     Nobody  denied  that  this 
literature  was  of  a   highly  valuable  cha- 
racter, and  he  did  appeal  to  the  Chan- 
cellor   of    the    Exchequer    not    to    do 
anything  which  would  interfere  with  the 
success  of    the  work  of   the  Historical 
Manuscripts  Commission. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  12, 
line  37,  after  the  last  Amendment,  to  in- 
sert the  words — 

**  Estate  Duty  shall  not  be  payable  in  resuect 
of  maniiscripta  which  have  been  publisheu  by 
the  Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  and 
which,  since  such  publication,  have  neither 
been  alienated  by  sale  or  gift."— -(J/r. 
ThorfUon.^ 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  said,  he  had 
great  sympathy  with  the  object  of  the 
hon.  Member,  atid  certainly  ooincided 
with  him  in  the  enormous  interest 
attaching  to  the  publications  mentioned 
in  the  Amendment,  He  thought  they 
were  by  far  the  most  interesting  books  of 
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moderu  times,  bat  he  was  afraid  he  could 
uot  difiereutiale  iu  the  wuy  proposed. 
To  do  .10  would  (lot,  iudeed,  be  cooiineai» 
surate  with  the .  ai'gumeot  of  the  hon. 
Member.  A  large  part  of  the  publica- 
tious  of  the  Historical  Mauuscripts  Com- 
mission were  not  M8S.  in  extenso,  but 
were  only  extracts  or  catalogues.  He 
was  very  interested  to  hear  the  announce- 
ment as  to  the  recent  discovery  of  papers, 
and  if  the  hon.  Member  would  return 
good  for  evil  by  obtaining  for  him  a  sight 
of  the  letters  of  Lord  Boliugbroke  to  his 
.secretary  respecting  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  he  would  be  extremely  obliged 
to  the  hon.  Member.  As  was  well 
known,  many  mauuscripts  could  not  with 
wisdom  be  published,  such  as  those 
which  disclosed  the  secret  history  of  the 
American  War,  and  which,  although  not 
published,  were  referred  to  by  the 
Historical  Manuscripts  Commission.  In- 
teresting as  the  subject  was,  <  he  was 
afraid  the  Amendment  was  not  one  which 
the  Government  could  accept. 
•SiK  M.  HICKS-BEACH  (Bristol, 
W.)  said,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  not 
opposed  in  principle  to  this  Amendment. 
He  suggested  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man might,  perhaps,  see  his  way  to 
accept  the  Amendment  in  another  form. 
The  particular  objection  he  had  raised 
was  that  many  of  these  manuscripts  from 
their  very  nature  could  not  be  published, 
but  could  not  that  difficulty  be  overcome 
by  inserting  after  "  published,"  the  words 
*'  or  catalogued  "  ?  The  principle  which 
it  was  desired  to  establish  was,  it  seemed 
to  him,  a  sound  one,  and  it  was  one 
which  they  had  endeavoured  to  enforce 
on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  many 
previous  discussions  on  the  Bill,  with 
regard  to  heirlooms  which  might  be  of 
importance  not  only  to  the  family  but 
also  to  the  nation.  These  manuscripts 
were  in  many  cases  of  greater  historical 
value  than  jewels  or  other  heirlooms  of 
that  kind ;  and  a  poor  family  might  find 
it  impossible  to  retain  them  on  account 
of  the  heavy  duties  imposed  by  the  Bill. 
As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  ad- 
mitted, these  historical  manuscripts 
formed  a  most  important  part  of  the 
history  of  this  country,  and  the  fact  that 
they  had  been  carefully  preserved  in  many 
cases  was  the  proof  of  the  value  attached 
to  them  by  the  owners.  Surely  their 
being  so  preserved  there  for  the   benefit 


of  the  history  of  the  country  ought  not  to 
create  a  liability  for  heavy  duties  on  the 
death  of  successive  owners  ?  He  con- 
fessed that  that  did  seem  to  him  to 
be  something  akin  to  injustice,  and, 
therefore,  if  his  hon.  Friend  pressed  the 
Amendment  to  a  Division,  he  would  sup- 
port him  in  the  protest  against  what  was 
undoubtedly  a  very  great  hardship  in- 
flicted by  this  Bill. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis)  said,  that  once  again  he  found 
himself  to  side  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  If  manuscripts  of  public 
interest  were  left  to  a  Public  Body  they 
were  already  exempt  from  duty  ;  and, 
farther,  he  askeil  the  House  to  note  that 
the  Amendment  only  proposed  to  grant 
exemption  to  such  manuscripts  as  were 
published  by  the  Historical  Manuscripts 
Commission.  Therefore,  it  would  ftpply 
to  only  a  small  number,  and  not  to  the 
most  interesting  of  those  in  existence.  If 
anyone  had  manuscripts  he  wanted  to 
bring  into  the  market,  he  had  nothing  to 
do  biit  give  them  to  a  County  Council, 
which  would  be  sure  to  sell  them  the 
day  after,  probably  for  about  half  their 
value.  There  was  nothing  in  the  Amend- 
ment to  prevent  that  being  done.  But,  if 
there  were  to  be  exemptions,  he  would 
rather  exempt  a  man's  acres  than  his 
papers. 

CoMMAXDEK  BETHELL  (York,E.R., 
Holderness)  said,  his  hon.  Friend  was 
obviously  rather  a  Philistine.  But  he 
had  mistaken  the  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment, which  was  to  grant  the  exemption 
to  all  manuscripts  which  had  either  beeu 
published  or  referred  to  by  the  Historical 
Manuscripts  Commission.  If  this  ex- 
emption were  passed,  there  would  be  a 
motive  to  people  who  had  manuscripts  to 
put  them  in  order  and  bring  them  before 
the  Mauuscripts  Commission  as  early  as 
possible.  He  did  not  think  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  in  his  reply, 
paid  sufficient  attention  to  that  point. 

Question  put. 

The  '  House  divided :  —  Ayes  174  ; 
Noes  236*— {Divisron  List,  No.  182.) 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  moved, 
in  page  12,  line  37,  after  the  last 
Admeudment,  to  insert  the  words — 

'-(1)  Notwithstanding  anything  in  tljis  Acb 
ccHitained  no  Estate  Duty  or  further  Estate 
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Duty  shall  be  leyiablein  res|)ect  of  property 
passing  on  the  death  of  a  deceased  person — 
'*  (a)  which  is  given  or  devolves  to  or  for  the 
benefit  of  any  of  the  Royal  Family  ; 
or 
•*  (b)  which  is  given  or  devolves  to  or  for  the 
education    or   maintenance   of    poor 
children  in  Ireland,  or  the  support  of 
any  pnblic  charitable  institution  in 
Ireland,  or  for  any  purpose   merely 
charitable. 
"(2)  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this 
clause  contained  shall  exempt  any  property 
passing  on  the  death  of  a  deceased  person  from 
the  payment  of  a  duty  equivalent  in  amount  to 
the  Probate  Duty  which  would  have  been  pay- 
able before  the  passing  of  this  Act  had  such 
property  been  personal  estate/* 

The  hoQ.  Gentleman  said  the  purpose  of 
tills  Amendment  was,  in  effect,  no  other 
than  to  carry  on  the  existing  exemptiona 
in  the  Probate  Act.  These  exemptions 
had  existed  since  the  commencement  of 
the  Succession  and  Legacy  Duty  Acts  in 
almost  exactly  the  words  he  had  put 
down.  With  regard  to  Section  C,  he 
did  not  propose  to  move  that,  because  he 
considered  the  Committee  had  decided 
what  action  should  be  taken  with  regard 
to  that  particular  property.  His  Amend- 
ment related  that  property  which  went  to 
the  Royal  Family  should  be  exempted 
from  duty  except  in  respect  of  an 
amount  equivalent  to  the  Probate  Duty. 
That  exemption  had  existed,  as  he  had 
said,  since   the   passing  of  the  Legacy 


that  could  be  the  intention  of  the  Go* 
vernment.  It  would  be  noticed  that  his 
Amendment  did  not  repeal  the  Prohate 
Duty,  because  he  provided  that — 

*' Nothing  In  this  clause  contained  shall 
exempt  any  property  passing  on  the  death  of 
a  deceased  person  from  the  payment  of  a  duty 
eauivalent  in  amount  to  the  Probate  Duty 
which  would  have  been  payable  before  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Act  had  such  property  been  personal 
estate.*' 

He  now  came  to  paragraph  "  b,"  which 
proposed  to  continue  the  existing  secular 
exemption  in  respect  of  property — 

"  Which  is  given  or  devolves  to  or  for  the 
education  or  maintenance  of  poor  children  in 
Ireland  or  the  support  of  any  public  charitable 
institution  in  Ireland  or  for  any  person  merely 
charitable.  ** 

In  its  wisdom  the  Legislature  had 
thought  fit  to  grant  to  Ireland,  in  this 
case,  as  in  other  cases,  exemption  from 
taxes  levied  upon  other  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  As  in  the  case  of  the 
Royal  Family,  he  thought  that  if  this 
exemption  was  not  to  be  continued  some 
reason  should  be  given.  He  did  not  see 
why  a  different  principle  should  be 
adopted  now — ^he  did  not  say  with  re- 
gard to  that  part  of  the  Estate  Duty 
which  embodi^  Probate  Duty — but  with 
regard  to  that  part  of  the  Estate  Duty 
which  consisted  of  the  Legacy  and  Suc- 
cession Duties.  He  begged  the  Committee 
to    consider   that    every    halfpenny    of 


Duty  Act,  and  was  adopted  in  the  Sue-  I  ^    ^""'^^'^ ,  ^^^  *'    """T^    vx  ^  u"l    * 
cession  Duty  Act,  and  from  then  to  this  '  legacy    and    Succession    Duty  hitherto 

day  no  LegLy  or  Succession  Duty  had  ,  ^^^^^^^^ 

been  levied  m  regard  to  property  pasaiDg    ^      .       ./  , 

to  the  Royal  Family.   tL  Probate  Duty  :  Therefore  it  was  necessary  unless  a  new 

had  been  levied  except  In  ease  of  pro-    Pf'^^'P'^     7*«  ^^    ^    •^^F**^',.u*^? 
perty  passing  to  the  Sovereign,  who  re-  '  •»"   .Amendment,    or  something   like  it. 


quired    no    confirmation   of    any   testa- 


should  be  carried,  because  otherwise  the 

jL     ^        I-        ...         1    *     .*.i  J  *    ,  Government  would  be  imposing  a  new 

mentary  disposition ;  but  with  regard  to  '  i    ^i  *i      i  i.    u  j         *•      ^ 

gifts  to  any  other  member  of  the  Royal 

Family,  Probate  Duty  was  payable,  but 

not  Legacy  or  Succession    Duty.     The 


tax  oil  both  the  classes  he  had  mentioned. 


Estate  Duty  set  up  by  the  Bill 
composed  of  two  parts — partly  of  the 
increased  Probate  Duty  and  partly  of 
the  merged  Succession  and  Legacy 
Duties.  That  increased  charge  was 
very  considerable.  He  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  intended  by  tliis  Bill  to 
place  for  the  first  time  through  the 
agency  of  this  Estate  Duty — in  case  no 
such  exemption  as  he  proposed  was 
made — upon  the  Royal  Family  a  Suc- 
cession and  Legacy  Duty  of  1  per  cent., 
inasmuch  as  this  formed  part  of  the 
merged  Estate  Duty.     He  did  not  think 

Mr*  Giksan  Bowles 


The  Royal  Family  was  a  large  and  in- 
creasing class,  and  he  thought  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  feel  that 
if  an  entirely  new  tax  was  to  be  placed 
upon  them  the  least  he  could  do  was  to 
give  a  reason  for  it. 

Amendment  proposeil,  in  page  12, 
line  37,  after  the  last  Amendment,  to 
insert  the  words, — 

"(1)  Notwithstanding  anything  in  this  Act 
contained  no  Estate  Duty  or  further  Estate 
Duty  shall  be  leviable  in  i^espect  of  property 
passing  on  the  death  of  a  deceased  person — 

(a)  which  is  given  or  devolves  to  or  for  the 
benefit  of  any  of  the  Royal  Family  ;  or 

(b)  which  is  given  or  devolves  to  or  for  the 
education  or  maintenance  of  poor  children 
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in  Ireland,  or  the  rapport  of  any  public 
charitable  inBtitntion  in  Ireland,  or  for 
any  purpose  merely  charitable. 
(2)  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in    this 
clause  contained  shall  exempt   any  property 
passing  on  the  death  of  a  deceased  person  from 
the  payment  of  a  duty  equivalent  in  amount  to 
the  Probate  Duty  which  would  have  been  pay- 
able before  the  passing  of  this  Act  hatl  such 
property  been  personal  estate." — (J/r.  Gibson 
Bowles!) 

Question  proposed,  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted/^ 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  said,  he  en- 
tirely disputed  that  this  Bill  added  any- 
thing to  the  liability  of  the  persons  to 
whom  the  hon.  Member  had  referred. 
The  exemptions  of  which  he  had  spokeh 
would  be  continued  as  now.  These 
persons  had  always  paid  Probate  Duty, 
and  now  it  was  proposed  that  they  shonld 
pay  Estate  Duty.  He  demurred  alto- 
gether to  the  assertion  that  Legacy  and 
Succession  Duty  was  merged  in  the 
Estate  Duty.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Legacy  Duty  was,  to  a  large  extent,  dis- 
charged altogether.  In  fact,  it  might  be 
said  to  have  gone. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  There  is 
1  per  cent. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  continuing, 
said.  No  ;  and  that  while  it  was  perfectly 
true  that  there  would  be  a  higher  pay- 
ment under  the  Bill,  there  was  no  reason 
why  the  persons  named  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  should  not  pay  the  Estate 
Duty.  The  Government  saw  no  reason 
why  any  such  exemption  should  be  made. 
It  was  true  that  Probate  Duty  was  not  paid 
in  respect  of  gifts  to  the  Sovereign,  but 
he  could  conceive  of  no  argument  whatever 
for  making  exemptions  under  the  Bill  to 
members  of  the  Royal  Family,  who  at 
present  had  an  immunity  which  they 
would  continue  to  enjoy.  As  they  paid 
Probate,  so  they  would  now  pay  Estate 
Duty  ;  but  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Gibson  Bowles)  seemed  to  have  in 
view  the  keeping  up  of  the  old  Probate 
Duty,  which  was  discharged  under  the 
Bill,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  tax 
upon  the  Royal  Family. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said,  he  had 
mentioned  also  the  Irish  charities. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  said,  there  was 
no  additional  burden  put  upon  the  Irish 
charities  either.  He  thought  that  the 
suggestion  to  keep  alive  a  separate  system 
for  the  purpose  of  charging  the  two 
classes    of    persons    mentioned    in   the 


Amendment  was  not  a  practical  pro- 
posal, and  ought  not  to  be  accepted. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

•Mr.  butcher  moved,  in  page  12, 
line  37,  after  the  last  Amendment,  to  in- 
sert the  words — 

"  Estate  Duty  shall  not  be  payable  upon  any 
death  upon  which,  but  for  this  section,  it  would 
become  payable,  in  respeot  of  any  annuity 
granted  by  an  employer  to  an  employee,  or  the 
widow  of  an  employee,  in  consideration  of  the 
past  services  of  such  employee." 

He  said  he  thought  the  Amendment 
which  he  proposed  would  be  of  con- 
siderable interest  in  the  country. 
Its  object  was  to  obtain  a  re- 
mission of  duty  in  cases  where 
an  employer  having  made  an  ar- 
rangement by  which  an  injured  work- 
man was  to  receive  an  annuity,  that 
annuity  fell  in.  The  House  might  con- 
sider the  case  of  a  workman  injured  in 
course  of  his  employment  to  whom  the 
employer  gave  £200.  In  case  of  a  gift 
that  amount  would  go  out  of  the  em«> 
ployer^s  estate,  and,  of  course,  would  not 
be  chargeable  with  duty.  But  if,  instead 
of  giving  the  workman  a  lump  sum  down, 
the  employer  did  what  was  very  much 
better  in  the  interest  of  the  workman, 
and  expended  £200  in  the  purchase  of  an 
annuity  during  his  life,  in  case  of  accident, 
or  for  the  benefit  of  his  widow  in  case  of 
death,  what  happened  would  be  this  :  that 
if  the  workman  or  his  widow  died  during 
the  life  of  the  employer,  the  employer, 
when  the  annuity  fell  in,  would  have  to 
pay  duty  upon  the  value  of  the  annuity. 
Surely  that  was  neither  fair  nor  just,  nor 
was  it  to  the  interest  of  the  working 
classes  that  there  should  be  procedure  of 
the  sort.  He  was  not  saying  that  a 
generous  employer  would  not  make  the 
best  possible  provision  for  his  workmen 
without  any  regard  to  the  circumstances 
attending  the  possible  falling  in  of  an 
annuity,  but  he  did  think  that  the  State 
ought  to  encourage  generosity  as  be- 
tween employers  and  their  workmen  by 
making  exemptions  of  Estate  Duty  in 
such  a  case  as  he  had  described.  He 
would  ask  the  Solicitor  General  to 
favourably  consider  his  proposition,  and 
to  take  into  account  that  unless  the  ex- 
emption were  granted  the  duty  might 
be  evaded  by  the  payment  of  a  lump  sum 
down  instead  of  in  the  form  of  an 
annuity. 
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Amendment  proposed,  in  page  12,  li^e 
37,  after  the  last  Amendment,  to  insert 
the  words — 

"  Estate  Duty  shall  not  be  payable  upon  any 
death  upon  which,  but  for  this  section,  it  would 
become  payable,1n  respect  of  any  annuity  granted 
by  an  employer  to  an  employee,  or  the  widow 
of  an  employee,  in  consideration  of  the  past 
aervices  of  such  employee."— (J/i*.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

•Sir  J.  RIGBY  said,  this  was  another 
iDstance  of  the  ingenuity  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  in  endeavouring  to  find  out 
exceptional  instances  under  which  there 
should  be  no  payment  of  the  duty. 
In  all  probability  a  case  would  never  arisie 
to  which  this  Amendment  would  apply, 
and  he  did  not  suppose  that  anyone  ever 
heard  of  an  employer,  charging  his  estate 
with  an  annuity  in  favour  of  a  workman 
or  a  servant.  He  should  think  that  it 
would  be  only  once  in  a  hundred  thousand 
times  that  an  employer  having  charged 
his  estate  with  an  annuity  to  an  em- 
ployee, that  annuity  fqll  in.  If  there 
were  no  charge  there  would  be  no  passing 
of  property  and  no  Estate  Duty. 

Mr.  grant  LAWSON  said,  there 
must  be  a  good  many  instances  in  which 
employers  gave  annuities  to  their  old 
servants,  and  he  knew  some  cases  him- 
self. He  was  sorry  that  the  Attorney 
General  should  have  cast  a  slur  upon  the 
employers  of  this  country.  If  a  man 
covenanted  to  pay  an  annuity  to  a  person 
and  that  person  died,  the  estate  of  the 
man  who  had  made  the  covenant  was 
increased  by  the  death  of  that  person, 
and  he  was  certain  that  if  the  estate  was 
increased  in  value  the  framers  of  the  Bill 
intended  to  create  something  for  the 
State  out  of  the  increase  of  property. 
These  matters  had  to  be  regarded  with  a 
view  to  graduation  and  aggregation. 
The  Attorney  General  had  paid  hon. 
Members  on  his  side  of  the  House  a 
compliment  as  to  the  ingenuity  with 
which  they  sought  for  exceptional  cases, 
but  this,  at  all  events,  was  a  question  of 
great  importance,  because  a  remission  of 
the  sort  must  have  the  effect  of  placing 
the  estate  in  a  position  in  which  the 
lower  Estate  Duty  had  to  be  paid. 
According  to  the  clauses  of  the  Govern- 
ment a  man  would  have  to  pay  upon  his 
own  money  when  an  annuity  fell  in. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said,  he  was 
domewhat  puzzled  by  the  speech  of  the 


Attorney  General,  and  he  should  like  to 
put  a  question  or  two  to  the  Solicitor 
General  In  order  to  clear  np  several  im- 
portant points.  He  understood  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  to  mean  that  the  exemption 
applied  only  to  cases  where  the  property 
was  charged,  and  not  to  cases  where  an 
employer  covenanted  to  pay  a  workman 
an  annuity  for  life,  and  that  to  make  an 
employer  pay  Estate  Duty  when  that 
annuity  was  not  a  charge  upon  the  estate 
but  only  a  covenant  to  pay  would  be  a 
great  hardship.  That  was  an  intelligible 
view  enough,  but  the  questiou  was 
whether  it  was  the  view  which  the 
Government  took  in  the  Bill.  As  he 
read  Sub-section  2  of  Clause  2  of  the 
Bill  it  made  no  difference  whether  an 
annuity  was  charged  on  an  estate  or 
whether  there  was  only  a  covenant  to 
pay,  because  in  either  case  it  was  clearly 
property  passing  on  the  death  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  actually  would  pass  to  the  man 
who  originally  gave  that  property,  and 
revert  to  him  although  he  had  only 
promised  to  pay  the  money  and  did 
not  charge  it  upon  his  estate.  If  the 
Attorney  General  was  right,  and  if  a 
man  having  made  a  covenant  to  pay  an 
annuity  of  £25  a  year  or  £2,500  a  year 
had  not  to  pay  Succession  Duty  in  case  of 
such  annuity  falling  in,  well  and  good,  and 
the  Amendment  need  not  be  pressed  ;  but 
if  he  (Mr.  Balfour)  was  right  in  his 
rendering  of  Sub-section  2,  and,  as  he 
thought,  the  Government  meant  to 
catch  this  as  every  other  kind 
of  property  in  their  net,  then  it 
was  obvious  that  the  speech  which  the 
Attorney  General  had  made  was  irrele- 
vant from  beginning  to  end,  and  that 
they  must  require  a  new  defence  of  the 
action  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  R.  T.  REID  said,  he  was  happy 
to  be  able  to  assure  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  spoken  that  the  Bill 
was  not  so  drastic  as  he  appeared  to 
imagine.  If  a  man  promised  or  co- 
venanted to  pay  a  certain  amount  by  way 
of  annuity  to  a  workman  during  life, 
upon  the  death  of  that  workman  no  pro- 
perty would  be  released  at  all  and  no 
Estate  Duty  could  be  calculated.  But 
if  the  annuity  had  actually  been  charged 
on  the  property,  it  would,  upon  falling 
in,  naturally  have  to  pay  Estate  Duty. 
He  thought  that  matter  must  be  perfectly 
clear. 
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Mr.  BARTLEY  said,  he  should  like 
to  understand  whether  the  Government 
meant  that  if  a  parent  covenanted  to  give 
a  certain  amount  to  a  child  and  that  child 
died  during  the  life  of  the  parent,  there 
would  be  no  Estate  Duty  payable,  or 
that  in  the  case  of  a  marriage  settlement 
of  so  much  a  lyear  the  amount  would  not 
be  taxable  if  the  child  should  die  before 
the  parent. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  Estate 
Duty  would  not  be  chargeable  upon  a 
covenant. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

•Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH  moved,  in 
page  12,  line  37,  at  end,  add — 

"  Estate  Duty  shall  not  be  payable  iu  respect 
of  any  advowson  or  church  patronage  which 
would  have  been  free  from  Succession  Duty 
under  Section  24  of  The  Succession  Duty  Act, 
1853.'" 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

•Mr.  butcher  moved,  iu  page  12, 
line  37,  after  the  last  Amendment,  to  in- 
sert the  words — 

"  If  any  property  passes  on  the  death  of  the 
deceased  to  any  charity  or  charitable  institution 
or  hospital,  such  property  shall  not  be  aggre* 
gated  with  the  rest  of  the  property  passing  on 
the  death  of  the  deceased,  but  shall  form  an 
estate  of  itself." 

He  said  the  House  would  see  that  the 
Amendment  was  framed  in  the  interests 
of  charity.  So  far  as  charities  were  con- 
cerned, ho  would  point  out  that  if  ever 
there  was  a  time  when  relief  ought  to  be 
given  it  was  the  present,  because  many 
of  the  large  London  hospitals  were  depen- 
dent upon  revenues  derived  from  agricul- 
tural lands,  and  owing  to  the  depressed 
condition  of  agriculture  they  had  suffered 
severely.  Consequently,  he  thought  they 
ought  even  to  stretch  a  point  in  favour 
of  hospitals.  But  the  Amendment 
aiTected  other  interests.  In  the  case  of  a 
man  who  settled  £5,000  upon  his  son, 
but  who  chose  to  give  £50,000  to 
charities,  the  £5,000  would  be  aggregated 
with  the  £50,000,  and  instead  of  paying 
2  per  cent,  the  son  would  have  to  pay  4 
or  5  per  cent.  He  asked  the  House  if 
that  was  reasonable  ?  Surely  if  a  man 
was  benevolent  enough  to  give  a  large 
sum  of  money  to  charities  it  would  not  be 
fair  to  say  that  that  sum  should  pay 
Estate  Duty  and  be  aggregated  for  that 
purpose  with  the  rest  of  his  property. 
The  House  would  understand  that  he 


did  not  propose  by  this  Amendment  to 
exempt  from  duty  all  gifts  to  charities 
and  hospitals.  What  he  proposed  to  do 
was  to  charge  the  duty  at  the  proper 
figure,  so  that  if  a  man  separated  a 
charitable  bequest  from  the  rest  of  his 
property,  the  separated  properties  should 
only  pay  the  amount  of  Estate  Duty 
appropriate  to  the  individual  amounts. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  12,  line 
37,  after  the  last  Amendment,  to  insert 
the  words — 

*♦  If  any  property  passes  on  the  <leath  of  the 
deceased  to  any  charity  or  charitable  institution 
or  hospital,  such  property  shall  not  be  aggre- 
gated with  the  rest  of  the  property  passing  on 
the  death  of  the  deceased,  but  shall  form  an 
estate  of  itself."— (.Vr.  Butcher.') 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.'* 

•Sir  J.  RIGBY  said,  he  had  enjoyed 
the  bene^t  of  as  much  experience  as  any- 
one in  the  House  with  reference  to  these 
charitable  bequests.  He  admitted  that 
there  were  many  estimable  charities,  but 
he  maintained  that  it  was  impossible  to 
pick  out  the  meritorious  ones  at  a  time 
like  the  present.  To  grant  this  concession 
would  not  be  in  harmony  with  the 
declarations  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer made  on  the  same  subject  earlier 
in  the«e  discussions.  The  majority  of 
these  testamentary  gifts  to  charities  were 
animated  by  very  doubtful  motives,  and 
he  thought  that  no  encouragement  ought 
to  be  given  to  wills  that  were  described 
as  charitable  and  benevolent,  but  were 
not  in  general  either  charitable  or 
benevolent. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.)  said, 
he  hoped  the  Government  would  not 
accept  the  Amendment.  He  had  every 
respect  for  hospitals  and  charities,  but  he 
had  no  sympathy  with  people  who  left 
money  to  them  when  they  had  no  further 
use  for  it  themselves.  These  charitable 
bequests  were  a  sort  of  fire  insurance, 
and  he  hoped  the  Government  would  not 
encourage  them. 

Mr.  MOWBRAY  (Lancashire,  Prest- 
wich)  said,  he  understood  this  Amend- 
ment was  moved  in  the  interest  of  the 
residuary  legatee  who  might  take  a  very 
smalt  amount  of  property  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  executor,  and  yet  would 
have  to  pay  a  very  large  Estate  Duty, 
because  his  small  property  would  be 
aggregated  with  any  large  bequest  which 
the  testator   might  make   to  a  charity. 

Digitized  by  V^OO'QK^ 


^9 


Finance 


{COMMONS} 


Bili. 


60 


He  hoped  the  Government  would  do 
something  to  remedy  this  great  injustice. 
Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said,  the 
Attorney  General  bad  given  them  two 
arguments  against  the  Amendment.  He 
said,  in  the  first  instance,  that  to  make 
this  concession  would  be  inconsistent 
with  a  declaration  made  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  with  regard  to 
some  previous  Amendment  on  the  same 
subject.  He  had  a  great  regard  for  the 
consistency  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  should  be  glad  to  aid  his 
colleagues  in  maintaining  it.  But  he  did 
not  know  that  the  maintenance  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  con- 
sistency was  a  good  argument  against 
this  Amendment.  What  was  the  more 
substantial  argument  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  ?  It  was  that  be  had 
had  an  unique  experience  in  dealing  with 
testamentary  gifts  to  charities,  and  that 
his  experience  convinced  him  that  the 
great  majority  of  those  who  left  money 
to  charities  were  animated  by  contempt- 
ible or  wicked  motives,  and  that  nothing 
ought  to  be  done  to  encourage  them. 
The  object  of  his  hon.  Friend's  Amend- 
ment was  to  secure,  in  the  first  instance, 
that  the  residuary  legatee  should  be  pro- 
tected from  payment  of  duty  on  charit- 
able bequests,  although  but  a  very  small 
portion  of  the  estate  might  pass  to  him. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  behind 
him  (Major  Rasch)  seemed  to  agree  with 
the  Attorney  General  that  testators  made 
these  bequests  from  unworthy  motives. 
Did  not  the  hon.  ftnd  gallant  Gentleman 
see  that  these  testamentary  bequests 
would  be  promoted  by  the  Bill  and 
dhninished  by  the  Amendment  ?  Sup- 
pose testators  should  have  a  desire  to 
spite  their  natural  heirs  by  leaving  some 
of  their  money  away  to  hospitals  and 
public  institutions,  what  an  additional 
pleasure  to  the  persons  representing  those 
institutions — what  an  additional  drop  of 
gall  in  the  cup  of  the  unfortunate  heir 
that  this  money  would  go  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  aggregation  to  increase  the  tax 
inflicted  upon  the  heir  !  He  altogether 
objected  to  assist  the  wicked  in  their 
path  of  wickedness,  but  it  seemed  that 
the  Government  were  desirous  of  placing 
an  additional  weapon  in  the  hands  of 
those  malevolent  beings,  while  he  was 
desirous  of  depriving  them  of  tjie  power, 
not  of  leaving  part  of  their  property 
away  to  whom  or  for  whatever  objects 
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they  chose,  but,  in  leaving  it  away,  of 
saddling  the  rest  of  the  property  not  left 
away,  with  an  additional  burden.  That 
was  the  proposal  of  the  Government. 
He  did  not  think,  however,  the  House 
need  concern  itself  much  with  either  the 
morals  here  or  the  prospects  hereafter  of 
those  wicked  monsters.  Whatever  the 
object  of  the  Bill  might  be,  it  was  not, 
at  all  events,  a  missionary  effort.  But 
they  might  have  some  regard  to  the 
destination  of  these  l)equests  to  charit- 
able institutions  though  their  benefit  might 
be  possibly  the  last  motive  of  these 
testators.  What  did  it  matter  to  the  House 
whether  they  meant  to  spite  their  heirs 
or  not  if  the  recipients  of  the  bequests 
were  some  of  the  great  London  hospitals 
or  other  public  institutions  greatly  in 
want  of  money  ?  He  agreed  that  if  this 
Amendment  would  encourage  testators 
to  spite  their  heirs,  he  should  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it  ;  but  if  they  were 
to  have  regard  to  the  motives  of  these 
black-hearted  gentlemen  who  were  dis- 
posed to  leave  their  money  away  in  this 
manner,  the  House  ought  to  do  every- 
thing in  its  power  to  increase  the  amount 
of  money  so  given  away  rather  than 
diminish  it.  In  America  bequests  were 
often  made  during  lifetime,  and  when  he 
reflected  upon  the  amount  of  money 
given  in  that  way  to  public  institutions, 
and  compared  it  with  the  comparatively 
thin  and  poverty-stricken  stream  which 
flowed  into  the  coflers  of  our  great 
charities  and  philanthropic  societies,  he 
felt  that  they  set  us  an  example  which 
we  should  do  well  to  follow.  We  bad 
had,  of  course,  many  instances  even  in 
recent  times  of  such  bequests,  but  they 
should  not  be  discouraged  even  after 
death.  While  agreeing  with  his  right 
hon.  Friend  that  this  Amendment  was 
largely  made  in  the  interests  of  the  heir' 
and  not  so  much  in  the  interests  of  the 
charities,  he  still  felt  that  in  cases  where 
money  was  not  given  for  any  malignant 
purpose,  such  as  was  suggested,  but 
from  a  desire  to  benefit  some  public 
institution  by  a  bequest  of  which  it 
stood  in  need,  care  should  be  taken  to 
avoid  the  injury  which  would  neverthe- 
less fall  on  the  ordinary  natural  heirs  of 
the  testator  taking  the  rest  of  the  pro- 
perty. At  an  earlier  period  of  the 
discussion  on  the  Bill  he  had  expressed 
these  opinions  to  the  House,  and  must 
apologise  for  repeating  them,  but  he  ven- 
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tared  again  to  hope  that  the  Government 
would  see  its  way  to  making  some  con- 
cession in  this  matter. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  said,  that  this 
was  too  large  a  concession  to  make,  be- 
cause the  effect  on  the  Revenue  would 
be  of  a  serious  character. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No;  it  is  only 
a  question  of  the  mode  of  aggregation. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  confessed  that 
he  did  not  understand  upon  what  prin- 
ciple this  claim  to  exemption  rested. 
The  Statute  of  Mortmain  was  established 
to  prevent  real  property  from  being  given 
away  in  this  manner,  and  he  asked  for 
whom  was  this  particular  relief  sought  ? 
It  was  not  for  the  heir,  but  for  the  benefit 
of  the  residuary  legatee.  He  could  not 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  stream  of  liberality  did  not  flow 
very  fully  in  England  with  reference  to 
charities.  An  institution  like  St. 
George's  Hospital  relied  upon  its  income 
being  supplemented  by  large  bequests, 
and  the  authorities  found  they  were  not 
disappointed.  No  doubt,  this  was  the 
case  with  many  institutions  of  a  similar 
character.  There  were  other  motives  in 
these  matters  than  the  malevolence  of 
testators  towards  heirs  as  had  been  sug- 
gested. Some  years  ago  a  great  bequest 
was  made  for  the  Established  Church  in 
Scotland,  and  was  said  to  be  the  largest 
sum  ever  paid  as  a  premium  against  fire. 
Various  other  motives  might  also  be 
attributed  to  persons  making  these 
bequests.  For  his  own  part,  however, 
he  was  bound  to  speak  in  the  interests  of 
the  Exchequer.  It  would  be  an  injury 
to  the  Revenue  to  make  such  an  exception 
as  this,  and  one  which  he  did  not  think 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Members  opposite 
could  sufficiently  appreciate.  It  would, 
in  fact,  involve  a  very  large  deduction 
from  the  Revenue,  and  he  must  once 
more  remind  the  House  that  they  had  to 
provide  £5,000,000,  or  thereabouts,  for  a 
public  object,  in  regard  to  which  the  ex- 
penditure had  been  authorised  by  Parlia- 
ment. Their  duty  was  to  find  means  to 
meet  that  expenditure,  and  it  was  not  his 
duty  to  cut  down  the  Revenue  by  accept- 
ing Amendments  of  this  kind.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would 
not  support  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  thought  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  for- 
gotten in  his  argument  that  what  was 
proposed  here  was  not  that  money  be- 


qneathed  should  be  exempted  from  duty, 
but  that  it  should  be  made  the  subject  of 
separate  aggregation.  He  did  not  think 
the  principle  of  aggregation  would  give 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  much  money, 
or  that  he  would  lose  much  by  adopting 
it  in  this  particular  instance.  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  himself  agreed 
to  exempt  from  all  duty  the  megatherium 
or  the  picture  of  the  president  of  the 
London  County  Council  as  a  work  of 
historic  interest. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  They  are  not 
money. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said,  the  re- 
cipients might  be  depended  upon  if  it  were 
possible  to  do  so,  whether  in  the  case  of 
a  megatherium  or  anything  else,  they 
would  turn  it  into  money.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  refusing  to 
aggregate  separately  any  sum  whether 
large  or  small  left  to  a  charity ;  he 
wanted  to  get  the  last  drop  of  blood,  the 
uttermost  fartliing  out  of  a  contribution 
made  even  to  his  own  property,  St. 
George's  Hospital.  That  seemed  hardly 
reasonable,  and  he  would  rather  see  the 
megatherium  charged  and  let  the  legacy 
to  the  hospital  go  froe.  But  he  would 
point  out  that  this  principle  of  sepa- 
rate aggregation  had  been  adopted 
in  more  than  one  instance  in  the  Bill ; 
in  several  cases  small  gifts  of  property 
were  to  be  separately  aggregated 
and  made  estates  of  themselves. 
That  was  all  that  was  asked  in  this  case, 
and  not  exemption  of  duty  at  all.  Con- 
sider the  hardship  in  the  case  of  a  man 
who  was  not  particularly  in  love  with  his 
eldest  son.  In  the  first  place,  he  must 
point  out  that  this  duty  would  not  fall 
necessarily  on  the  residuary  legatee.  The 
Attorney  General  and  the  Solicitor 
General,  who  knew  more  about 
this  Bill  than  anybody  else,  constantly 
made  the  assumption  that  there  must  in 
all  cases  be  a  residuary  estate  and  a 
residuary  legatee.  But  it  was  a  matter 
of  constant  occurrence  for  people  to  leave 
by  their  wills  more  property  than  they 
possessed,  and  the  specific  legacies  had 
to  be  paid  rateably.  It  was  not  the  fact, 
therefore,  that  this  large  burden  would 
always  fall  upon  a  residuary  legatee,  for 
in  many  cases  there  would  be  no  residue 
for  it  to  fall  upon.  Take  the  hard  case 
of  a  man  leaving  £1,000,000  to  a  hospital 
and  £500  only  to  his  son.  What  would 
be  the  result  ?    By  the  separate  aggre- 
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gation  proposed  the  hospital  would  paj 
£80,  and  the  son  £2  10s.  But,  as  matters 
stood,  the  sou  would  have  to  pay  at  the 
rate  of  £40.  Not  only  would  he  be  de- 
prived of  bis  patrimony  by  his  wicked, 
malignant  father  leaving  practically  all 
his  property  to  the  charity,  but  he  would 
be  fined  £40  instead  of  £2  10s.  Surely 
that  was  never  in  the  contemplation  of 
the  Government.  In  fact,  there  appeared 
to  be  a  good  many  things  in  ithe  Bill 
which  were  never  in  the  Government's 
contemplation.  At  all  events,  in  this 
case  there  seemed  to  be  no  reason  why 
the  Amendment  should  not  be  adopted, 
as  it  sought  not  exemption  from  duty, 
but  only  separate  aggregation. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said,  that  the  appeal 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
vote  against  the  Amendment  on  account 
of  the  loss  which  it  would  entail  on  the 
Revenue  would  have  been  more  effective 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  given 
the  House  some  idea  of  the  estimated 
extent  of  that  loss.  The  House  had  not 
been  informed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man of  more  than  the  general  effect  of 
any  portion  of  this  measure.  So  far  he 
had  spoken  of  the  necessity  of  providing 
£1,000,000,  but  he  now  talked  about 
£5,000,000.  All  that  the  House  had  to  do 
with  this  year,  in  regard  to  the  Death 
Duties,  was  £1,000,000,  and  they  were 
only  now  concerned  with  one  year.  As 
the  Amendment  did  not  touch  the  duty, 
but  only  the  aggregation,  the  difference 
which  its  acceptance  would  make  to  the 
Exchequer  could  not,  in  his  opinion,  be 
very  large.  They  had  only  the  ipse 
dixit  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  loss  would  be  sustained. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  said,  that  state- 
ment was  founded  not  merely  upon  his 
ipse  dixitj  butr  on  the  opinion  formed  by 
gentlemen  who  were  most  competent  to 
judge,  and  who  assured  him  that  in  no 
other  part  of  the  Bill  would  the  loss  be  so 
great  as  if  this  Amendment  were  ac- 
cepted. 

Mb.  GOSCHEX  said,  if  that  were  the 
case  they  must  assume  that  there  was 
some  foundation  for  the  statement  which 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
made  ;  but  still  he  was  unable  to  see 
how  so  great  a  loss  was  to  fall  upon  the 
Revenue  simply  by  the  aggregation  of 
property  passing  away  from  a  family 
separately  from  that  left  to  the  &.^ily. 
He  would  ask    whether  it  was  just  or 
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equitable  that  where  property  was  left 
away  from  a  family,  the  property  left  to 
the  family  was  nevertheless  to  becharged 
as  if  that  other  property  rerviaiuod  in  Ahe 
family  ?  Was  not  that  departing  from 
the  doctrine  of  equality  of  sacrifice  ? 
which,  although  it  was,  he  be- 
lieved, repudiated  by  the  Chaueel- 
lor  of  the  Exchequer,  yet  most  of 
the  right  hon.  Qentleiuun's  supporters 
put  it  forward  on  public  platforms. 
The  principle  of  aggregation  landed  the 
Government  in  every  kind  of  anomaly 
and  injufltiee.  It  was  full  of  inequalities, 
and  it  was  now  admitted  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  that  it  was»  an- 
ticipafied  a  large  revenue  was  going  to 
be  realised  from  the  aggregation  of 
property  left  away  from  a  testatorV 
family  with  that  left  to  the  family. 

Mr.  HENEAGE  (Great  Grimsby)  : 
reminded  the  House  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  upon  an  Amendment 
dealing  with  insurance  had  stated  that 
the  loss  to  the  Revenue  would  be 
£600,000,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
now  stated  that  he  anticipated  a  loss  of 
more  than  half-a-million  from  the  accept- 
ance of  the  present  Amendment.  That 
must  be  the  case,  as  he  had  stated  that 
this  would  make  the  largest  inroad  into 
the  Revenue  of  any  Amendment  proposed 
in  regard  to  revenue  from  Death  Duty 
taxes. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  I  was  speak- 
ing not  merely  of  the  present,  but  of 
future  years. 

Mr.  HENEAGE  thought  that  future 
years  might  be  left  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves. The  House  had  been  told  ex- 
actly the  same  tale  as  to  losses  of  Revenue 
in  regard  to  other  Amendments,  and  all 
other  statements  could  not  be  literally 
accepted.  If  all  the  losses  anticipated 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  from 
the  acceptance  of  Amendments  could 
arise  the  total  loss  would  amount  to  at 
least  three  times  as  much  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  get. 

•Mr.  darling  (Deptiord)  said,  the 
speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  hardly  done  justice  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Attorney  General,  who  ob- 
jected to  the  Amendment,  and  desired 
the  clause  to  stand  in  its  present  form  oo 
the  ground  that  it  was  desirable  not  to 
discourage  testators  from  leaving  be* 
quests  to  hospitals  and  other  publie 
eharities.       The  Amendment,  it  was  ob^ 
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ject^^  by  the  hou.  and  learneil  Gentle- 
man,  wonid  prevent  people  from  making 
i«iicli    bequests  at   all,  while   the  Chan- 
cello^  ^^  ^''6  ^^^cheqner  objected  to  the 
lo8d    mrhich  the  State  would  sustain  from 
thisi       pernicious     practice     of     leaving 
mocB^y  to    hospitals    and    other    public 
sail      cbaritAble    institutions    instead   of 
\^%^iDg    it    to    the    persons    to    whom 
otHenrise  it   naturally  would    go.       Tf 
\i     xfere    said     that     this    Amendment 
eould  not  be  accepted  because  it  would 
interfere  too  much  with  the  scheme  and 
{mmework  of  the  Bill  how  did  the  right 
hon. Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer justify  Clause  4  which  told  them 
how  they  were  to  determine  the  amount  of 
the  £statc  Duty  and  went  on  to  say — 

"Provi«le<l  that  any  pro|Hjrty  so  jwissinj?  in 
▼hk-h  the  deceased  never  liad  an  interest  or 
which  ODder  a  disposition  not  made  by  the 
deoeaa&l  {lasse^t  iini]iediat4.>ly  on  the  death  of  the 
deceiMil  to  some  persou  other  than  tlie  wife,  or 
hoshanii  or  a  lineal  ancestor,  or  lineal  desceu- 
<Unt  of  the  deceased,  shall  not  be  a^^regatel 
with  any  other  property,  but  shall  be  an  estate 
bj  itself,  and  the  Estnte  Duty  sliall  be  levied  at 
the  proper  gratluated  rate  on  the  princii)al 
▼line  thereof ; " 

and  80  on.  Why,  if  the  settlement  was 
not  made  by  the  deceased,  was  it  right  to 
deprive  the  Exchequer  of  this  money, 
which  irou Id  have  come  from  the  aggre- 
gation of  the  estate,  and  wrong  to  do  it  if 
the  settlement  or  will  was  made  by  the 
deceased  ?  In  the  one  case  the  proj)erty 
raDot  going  to  a  relation,  and  this  excep- 
tion was  made  so  as  to  prevent  its  being 
■ggi^gated.  But  in  the  present  case, 
where  the  money  was  to  go  to  a  hospital, 
DO  »och  exception  was  to  be  made  for  the 
conflicting  reasons  that  (according  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  the 
State  Would  lose,  and  (acconling  to  the 
A^tJJrnej  General)  if  the  Bill  were  left 
J*  >t  Was  no  one  would  leave  money  to 
■^pitals  which,  as  he  said,  was  a 
Wnible  state  of  things  to  bring  about. 
It  had  been  assumed  that  people  leaving 
property  behind  them  would  never  be- 
^neath  a  Urge  amount  to  hospitals  and 
•  *mall  amount  to  their  relatives.  But 
j^^^lieved  the  late  Sh-  Erasmus  Wilson 
^  £260,000,  of   which  £200,000  was 

^3  to  the  College  of  Physicians 
the  College  of  Surgeons  and 
to  the  widow  and  other  per- 
"^^8,  He  could  not  see  the  justice 
J*  Mking  the  sarviviDg  relatives  to  pay 
^^^7  it  the  high  rate  of  7  per  cent.,  be- 
**^8e  the  £60,000  came  out  of  an  aggre- 
8^^  estate  of  £^,000,     Clearly  the 
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Attorney  Generars  reason  was  the  one 
actuating  the  Government ;  tliat  was  to 
say,  the  desire  to  discourage  people  from 
leaving  money  to  charities  in  any  shape 
or  form.  Now  that  this  was  seen  to  be 
the  object  of  the  Government,  he  hoped 
that  people  who  were  likely  to  l)e  bene- 
fited hy  hospitals  and  charitable  institu- 
tions in  Loudon  would  take  note  of  it. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  —  Ayes  158  ; 
Noes,  217.— (Division  List,  No.  183.) 

On  Motion  of  Mr.,  R.  T.  Reii>,  the 
following  Amendments  were  agreed  to : — 

Page  12,  line  41,  leave  out  ''proce- 
dure for." 

Page  12,  line  41,  after  "obtaining," 
insert  "of." 

Page  13,  line  3,  leave  out  "on,"  ami 
insert  "  in  respect  of." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  13,  line 
5,  to  leave  out  the  word  "settletl." — {Mr. 
H.  T,  Held.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'settled'  stand  part  of  the  Hill." 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said,  this 
was  a  portion  of  a  further  Amendment 
which  largely  increased  tlie  area  of  pro- 
perty for  taxation.     The  clause  said — 

"Where  the j;?n>'W  vahie  of  rhc»  property  real 
ami  personiil  ou  wliicli  Estate  Diify  is  payable 
oil  the  (leath  of  the  lieeeiist*  I,  exiiliisive  of 
.■•ettlcd  property,  does  not  exceel  live  humlred 
pounds,  and  where  the  gross  value  does  not 
ex<jee«l  threu  hundred  pounds,  the  tixe<l  duty 
8hall  Ijc  thirty  shUlinj^,  and  wlioro  the  ^,'ros.i 
value  ex(Hie<ls  three  hundre<l  pou:i  Is.  the  fixe<l 
duty  shall  be  fifty  shillinj^." 

lie  objected  to  leaving  out  the  word 
"settled  "  in  order  to  insert  after  "pro- 
perty "  the  words  "settled  otherwise 
than  by  the  will  of  the  deceased." 
Whether  the  property  was  settled  hy  de- 
ceased or  otherwise  it  did  not  seem  to 
him  to  matter  at  all,  and  under  cover  of 
leaving  out  "  settled  "  a  large  increase  of 
the  tax  would  be  raised.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  Amendment  was  a  breach 
of  the  arrangement  made  with  the  Irish 
Members.  Almost  all  the  properties  in 
Ireland  were  small,  and  it  was  largely  in 
deference  to  the  representation  of  the 
Irish  Members  that  these  exemptions 
were  made.  Now  it  was  proposed  in  a 
large  number  of  cases  to  withdraw  them. 
Mr.  K.  T.  REID  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
l)er  quite  exaggerated  the  effect  of  the 
Amendment.  With  the  Amendment 
the  clause  would  rca^^y\^00QiC 
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"  Where  the  gross  value  of  the  proiperty  real 
and  penonal  in  respect  of  which  Estate  Duty 
is  payable  on  the  death  of  the  decftased,  exclu- 
sive of  property  settled  otherwise  than  by  the 
will  of  the  deceased,  does  not  exceed  £500." 

Question  put,  and  negatiTod. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  13, 
line  l^j  at  end,  add — 

••  Where  the  fixed  duty  of  SOs.  or  SOs.  is  paid 
within  12  months  after  the  death  of  the  de- 
ceased, interest  on  such  duty  shall  not  be 
payable."— (-Wr.  R.  T,  Beid.^ 

Question  proposed,  *^  That  those  words 
be  there  added/' 

Mr.  BARTLEY  said,  he  quite  agreed 
with  this  Amendment,  but  he  thought  it 
should  be  distinctly  understood  that  it 
was  not  much  of  a  concession  as  the 
highest  interest  that  could  be  claimed 
during  the  12  months  would  be  only 
Is.  6d.  and  the  lowest  would  be  8d. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

*Mr.  BARTLEY  said,  he  had  to  move 
the  insertion  of  a  new  scale  in  place  of 
that  which  appeared  in  Clause  17.  He 
was  sorry  to  see  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Sir  W.  Harcourt)  was 
not  in  his  place,  as  he  had  hoped  that  he 
would  have  considered,  even  at  the  last  mo- 
ment, that  some  alteration  might  be  made 
in  the  scale  he  proposed.  In  the  Com- 
mittee stage  another  scale  which  he  pro- 
posed was  not  accepted,  and  he  now 
ventured  to  move  this  new  one  with  the 
object  of  doing  away  with  grievous 
anomalies  which  would  arise  near  the 
points  where  the  line  was  drawn  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  scale 
he  proposed  seemed  to  be  very  much 
fairer  in  every  way  than  that  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  he  thought  it  would  not 
materially  affect  the  receipts  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. The  scale  given  in  the  Bill 
named  a  number  of  points  at  which  a 
large  jump  was  made  in  the  duties  im- 
posed. The  jumps  thus  made  were 
biggest  at  the  bottom  and  smaller  as  the 
scale  went  up.  He  thought  that  was 
somewhat  anomalous,  and  that  the  scale 
should  make  larger  jumps  at  the  top  than 
at  the  bottom.  As  it  was,  the  scale 
would  inflict  immense  hardship  on  those 
persons  whose  estates  happened  to  be 
near  the  line,  and  the  result  must  be  to 
induce  such  persons  wherever  they 
possibly  could  to  bring  their  estates 
below  the  line.  It  must  be  obvious  that 
in  valuing  personal  estates  and  even 
Stock  Exchange  securities  of  the  first 
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class  it  was  possible   to  vary  the  rate 
1  or  2  per  cent,  according  to  the  scale 
given  in  the  Stock  Exchange  lists,  and 
it  would  be  comparatively  easy  in  this 
way  to  bring  an  estate  below  the  fictitious 
lines  drawn  in  the  Bill.  Under  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer's  scale  an  estate 
of  £500  would  pay  a  duty  of  50s.,  while 
an  estate  of  £600  would  pay  a  duty»of 
£12,  so  that  practically   £9'  10s.  extra 
would  be  paid  for  the  additional  £100. 
Therefore,  the  additional  £100  would  be 
made  to  pay  at  a  higher  rate  than  that  of 
the  highest  possible  scale  on   which  a 
millionaire  was  charged.     He  wished  to 
ask  the  House  whether  this  was  a  reason- 
able proposal  ?     Then  they  came  to  the 
scale  of  £1,000.    A  man  leaving  £1,000 
would  pay  £20  duty,  but  a  man  leaving 
£1,100  would  pay  33  per  cent.,  i,e^  he 
would  pay  no  less  than  13  per  cent,  or 
more  than  double  that  which  a  million- 
aire would  pay  for  this  extra  thrift  of 
£100.      Surely    that  was   an  anomaly. 
Again,  if  a  man  left  £10,000  he  paid 
£300  ;    if    he    left    £11,000    he    paid 
£440  — for     an      extra     £1,000     he 
paid      no     less     than     14     per    cent. 
On  £25,000  he  paid  £1,000  duty,  but  if 
he  left  £26,000  he  had  to  pay  £1,170,  or 
17  per  cent,  on  the  extra  £1,000.     The 
higher  they  went  the  worse  it  became, 
and   when    it  tsame    to    £250,000    and 
£251,000,  he  paid  no  less  than   132  per 
cent,    on    the    extra.       On    that    part 
of    the    scale    a    man    paid    so    much 
that     his     estate     had     better     be     of 
smaller    amount.       He     thought      this 
scale  showed  the  enormous  inducement 
there  would  be,  whatever  the   value  of 
the  estate,  to  cut  it  down  to  just  below 
the  margin  of  the  various  lines.     The 
fact  of  bringing  the  amount  below   the 
margin  would  have  the  effect  of  bringing 
in  less  money  in  many  cases.     It  was 
only  right  that  the  scale  should  be  such 
as   to   induce  a  person   to  make  a  fair 
return.     He  asserted  that   this  scale  in 
the  Bill  had  been  framed  in  such  a  way 
as   to   inflict  the   maximum   amount  of 
hardship.     The  scale  he  proposed  would 
remove  that  hardship,  and  make  the  scale 
fairer.     It  provided  that  in  the  case  of 
an    estate    of    £600,  the  duty    on  the 
additional  £100  only  should  be  on  the 
higher    scale.      The    same    with    the 
other    amounts     above     given.      That 
would  make  the  scale    as    fair    as    it 
could  possibly  be.     The  simple  fact  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wm  not 
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present  told  him  distiDctly  Hiat  the  scale 
he  proposed  would  not  be  accepted.  He 
could  not  help  that,  however,  and  he 
would  diTide  the  House  upon  his  pro- 
posal, because  he  thought  it  was  one  of 
the  most  important  points  that  had  been 
brought  forward.  The  whole  system  of 
the  Bill  would  inflict  immense  hardship  ; 
but  if  there  was  one  thing  more  than 
another  that  the  smaller  people  would 
resent  it  was  that  there  were  these  ex- 
treme cases  of  hardship  just  on  the  line, 


and  he  undertook  to  say  that  many  men 
who  had  saved  small  amounts  would 
ratlier  spend  the  £100  not  wisely  than 
pay  this  iniquitous  taxation.  His  scale 
would  do  away  with  all  these 
anomalies,  and  he  begged  to  move  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  13,  line 
22,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  ^*  scale  ** 
to  the  end  of  line  37,  in  order  to 
insert — 


Where  the  Value  of  the  Estate 


Per  Centage. 


Bxceeds—  £« 

,,  100  and  does  not  exceed 


500 


„  1,000 

„  10,000 

„  26,000 

„  60,000 

„  76,000 

„  100,000 

„  150,000 

„  250,000 

„  500,000 

„  1,000,000 


£ 

600 


1,000 


10,000 


26,000 


50,000 


75,000 


100,000 


150,000 


250,000 


500,000 


1,000,000 


One  pound  for  every  full  sum  of  £100,  and  for 
any  fractional  part  of  £100. 

One  pound  for  the  first  £500,  and  two  pounds 
for  every  further  sum  of  £100  or  fraction 
of  £100. 

Two  pounds  for  the  first  £1,000,  and  three 
pounds  for  every  further  full  som  of  £100  or 
fractional  part  of  £100. 

Three  pounds  for  the  first  £10,000,  and  foui* 
pounds  for  every  further  full  sum  of  £100  o^ 
fractional  part  of  £100. 

Four  pounds  for  the  first  £25,000,  and  four 
pounds  ten  shillings  for  every  farther  full 
sum  of  £100  or  fractional  part  of  £100. 

Four  pounds  ten  shillings  for  the  first  £50,000, 
and  five  pounds  for  every  further  full  sum  of 
£100  or  fractional  part  of  £100. 

Five  pounds  for  the  first  £75,000,  and  five 
pounds  ten  shillings  tor  every  further  full 
sum  of  £100  or  fractional  part  of  £100. 

Five  pounds  ten  shillings  for  the  first 
£100,000,  and  six  pounds  for  every  i!urther 
full  sum  of  £100  or  fractional  part  of 
£100. 

Six   pounds   for  the   first  £150,000,  and   six 

pounds     ten    shillings    for    every  further 

full   sum    of  £100    or  fractional  part  of 
£100. 

Six  pounds  ten  shillings  for  the  first 
£250,000,  and  seven  pounds  for  every 
further  full  sum  of  £100  or  fractional 
part  of  £100. 

Seven  pcntnds  for  the  first  £500,000,  and 
seven  pounds  ten  shillings  for  every  tar* 
ther  full  sum  of  £100  or  fractional  part 
of  £100. 

Seven  pounds  ten  shillings  for  the  first 
£1,000,000,  and  eight  pounds  for  every 
farther  full  sum  of  £100  or  fractional 
part  of  £100. 
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♦Sir  J.  RIGBY  :  The  scale  which  has 
been  put  forward  by  the  Government  has 
been  attacked  on  several  occasions  and 
has  always  been  defended.  I  do  not 
think  it  falls  specially  to  my  duty  to 
defend  it  again,  nor  do  I  think  a  further 
defence  necessary.  We  must  take  a 
Division  if  the  hon.  Member  wishes  to 
go  to  a  Division. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  We  have  had  many 
curious  incidents  in  the  course  of  these 
Debates,  but  a  more  curious  incident  than 
that  which  we  have  just^tnessed  I  Jo 
not  think  we  have  experienced.     I  will 
frankly  say  that  the  Bill  has  been  a  very 
heavy  task   for  the   Chancellor   of   the 
Exchequer,  and  every  reasonable  allow-, 
ance,  I  think,  should  be  made  for  him  ; 
but  that  there  should  be  no  Minister  here 
when   an    important    financial   question 
like  this  scale  comes  on,  and  when  a  full 
and  reasonable  speech   like  that  of  my 
hon.  Friend  is  made,  is  almost  an  out- 
rage.    The  Solicitor  General,  the  Attor- 
ney General,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  have  been  doing  their  duty 
in  connection    with    legal   Amendments 
dealing   with    exemptions,    and  for   the 
Government  to  say  when  we  come  to  one 
of  the  most  important  parts  of  the  Bill, 
"Oh,-   this   has   been   debated    once    or 
twice,  we   had   better   take   a   Division 
upon  it,^^  is,  I  think,  a  most  unparalleled 
proceeding.     Of  course,  the  Government 
are  at  an  immense  disadvantage.     None 
of  their  supporters  get  up  to  assist  them 
in  thtt  slightest  degree  except  an  hon. 
Member   who   sits   behind  them.     It  is, 
therefore,  all  the  more  incumbent  on  the 
Government  to  do  their  full  duty  in  dis- 
cussing important  and  reasonable  Amend- 
ments.    This  is  distinctly  a  reasonable 
Amendment.      Whether  it  is  the  right 
scheme  or  the  wrong  scheme  it  is  surely 
worthy    the    attention    of    the    House. 
I  frankly  say — I  do   not  know  what  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  will  say  upon 
it — that  had  it  been  at  any  other  time 
than  on  the   last   evening   of   our   pro- 
ceedings   we   ought  to  report   Progress 
upon  the  speech  of  the  Attorney  General. 
It  is  useless  for  us  to  sit  here  if  the  Law 
Officer,  is  to  get  up  in  reply  to  a  speech 
made  by  a  gentleman  perfectly,  compe- 
tent to  speak  upon  the  question  and  say, 
"  We  had  better  take  a  Division."    Why 
did  he  not  say  so  on  all  the  other  ques- 
tions ?     Why  is  this  importaot  Ameud- 
ment   to   be   singled  out  for   this  co^ 


temptuous  treatment  ?  With  regard  to 
the  substance  of  this  Amendment,  does 
it  not  strike  anybody  tbat.thereisagreat 
deal  of  force  in  the  speech  of  my  hon. 
Friend  ?  It  may  be  that  his  is  not  the 
best  scale ;  but,  at  all  events,  he  has 
made  out  a  good "  primA  facie  case. 
Everybody  must  have  been  struck  with 
his  arguments.  One  of  them  was  that 
these  great  jumps  in  the  percentages 
would  create  a  tendency  hostile  to  the 
Revenue  fltnd  in  the  direction  of  pro- 
mof  ing"  "th"enbTr  "rfftimTtoir-  of-  -^StfftCH. 
That  may  or  may  not  be  a  good  argu- 
ment. At  all  events,  it  is  one  that  ought 
to  be  dealt  with.  If  my  memory  does 
not  betray  me,  these  scales  have  not 
been  adequately  debated  ;  they  are  parts 
of  the  Bill  which  have  not  been  so  fully* 
debated  as  the  other  parts.  Is  it  reason- 
able that  at  one  point  the  tax  should  be 
£2  10s.,  while  on  an  estate  worth  £1 
more  it  should  be  £10  ?  It  must  strike 
anyone  that  this  is  not  a  question  of  rich 
and  poor.  If  it  were  a  question  out  of 
which  political  capital  could  be  made  we 
would  have  found  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  here  denouncing  the  landed 
interest  and  the  capitalists.  But  it 
touches  the  poor  and  the  middle-class 
people.  We  cannot  compel  the  Govern- 
ment to  argue,  but  I  must  say  it  is  not 
in  accordance  with  the  traditions  of  the 
House  or  with  the  general  treatment 
which  they  have  shown  to  us  in  the 
course  of  these  Debates,  that  a  speech 
like  that  of  my  hon.  Friend  should  not 
have  been  answered. 

Mr.  HENEAGE  (Great  Grimsby) 
said,  two  things  were  clear— the  hon. 
Member  for  Islington  had  made  out  a 
very  good  case  for  discussion  and  the 
Attorney  General  had  not  even  attempted 
to  reply.  Considering  the  extraordinary 
character  of  the  graduation  scheme  pro- 
posed by  the  Government  he  was  not 
altogether  surprised  that  the  Attorney 
General  was  ashamed  to  defend  it.  It 
was  not  graduation  at  all.  Used  in  its 
ordinary  sense  graduation  was  the  begin- 
ning with  a  minimum  and  going  up 
gradually  to  a  Maximum,  but  this  clause 
did  nothing  of  the  sort.  Whether  the 
scheme  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Islington 
was  the  best  one  or  not  that  could  be 
devised  to  meet  the  anomalies  he  had 
pointed  out,  it  was  patent  that  the  scheme 
proposed  by  the  Government  was  not 
satisfactory.     He  intended  to  vote  with 


Digitized  by  V^OOQ  IC^ 


73 


FtMoMce 


{le/'Jettt/lbDA} 


BUI. 


7i 


the  hon*  Member  agaiiMSt  such  a  spurious 
graduation,  because  it  was  in  no  sense 
fair  or  equitable. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said,  the 
Attorney  General  had  told  them  that 
this  graduation  clause  had  been  defended 
before^  That  was  true,  but  it  had  not 
been  defended  with  anj  kind  of  success. 
It  hod  been  defended  not  by  arguments^ 
but  by  majorities.  The  Attorney  General 
had  simply  stood  up  and  rated  them  as 
though  he  was  an  angry  aurse.  The  so- 
called  graduated  scheme  proposed  in  the 
Bill  had  every  defect  which  a  graduated 
scale  could  have.  He  had  pointed  out 
when  the  question  was  brought  forward 
in  Committee  that  the  Victorian  colonies 
in  1870  made  the  same  mistake  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  now 
committing,  by  putting  the  whole  range 
of  property  into  a  few  categories  for 
taxation.  When  it  was  found  that  the 
result  of  this  was  to  reduce  the  Revenue 
and  to  lead  to  subterfuge  in  order  to  keep 
estates  below  a  certain  mark,  the  Vic* 
torian  Parliament  increased  the  number  of 
categories  of  property  first  from  five  to 
10,  and  then,  in  1892,  to  37.  He  had 
often  told  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer that  he  would  have  to  introduce 
an  amending  Act  to  this  farrago  which 
was  called  the  Finance  Bill,  and  one  of 
the  points  it  would  be  necessary  to  amend 
would  be  the  extraordinary  length  of  the 
jumps  made  from  one  category  to 
another.  In  the  right  hon.  Gentleman*s 
scale  no  principle  of  graduation  was 
followed ;  it  was  simply  the  outcome 
of  a  nonsensical  rule  of  thumb. 
The  scheme  of  his  hon.  Friend,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  a  rational,  consistent, 
and  scientific  one,  and  if  he  went  to  a 
Division  he  should  support  him. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  extra- 
ordinary performance,  or  want  of  per- 
formance, on  the  part  of  the  Attorney 
General  has  been  already  commented 
upon  by  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, but  I  do  not  think  the  House 
realises  the  full  character  of  the  proceed- 
ing to  which  we  have  just  been  sub- 
jected. It  is  perfectly  well  known  that 
an  amicable  arrangement  has  been  come 
to  by  which  the  Debate  on  the  Report 
stage  shall  finish  to-night,  for  the  con- 
venience of  both  sides.  Taking  advan- 
tage of  that  arrangement,  the  Attorney 
General  has  done  what  he  never  would 


I  have  had  the  iMidacity  tp  do  otherwise. 
The  hon*  and  learned  Gentleman  kno^ 
that  with  that,  arrangement  in  view  ttie 
ordinary  expediiBpits  by  which  an  Oppo- 
sition   can  obtain  decent  courtesy  and 
treatment,  from  those  who  are  responsible 
for  the  management  of  the  Debate  cannot 
be  resorted  to.     The  Opposition  being 
deprived  of    those  means  the  Attorney 
General  abuses  the  situation,  and  simply 
tells  the  House,  that  this  matter  has  been 
discussed,  before,  and  that  it  is  not  worth 
arguing  again.     We  have  no  means  of 
compelling  the  Attorney  General  to  talk 
sense ;  but^  at  all  events,  we  might;  get 
out  of  him  something  in  the  nature  of  a 
reply  to  a  serious  argument,  and  I  think 
it  is  intolerable  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  should    think  it  proper  and 
befitting  his  position  and  the  position  pf 
the   House    to    get  up  in   this  cavalier 
manner  and  give  the  go-by  to  the  per- 
fectly reasonable  and  unanswerable  argu- 
ments of  my    hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for   Islington.      It  cannot    be  that   the 
Attorney  General  has  been  animated  by 
a  desire  to  save  time  in  the  course  he  has 
adopted,  for  earlier  in  the  day  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  treated  us  to  a 
long    and    interesting   disquisition  upon 
his      own     reminiscences     in     connec- 
tion    with    Lord    Nortb^s   manuscripts. 
One  must  feel,  therefore,  that  whatever 
motive  may  animate  the  Government  in 
their  present  policy  of  silence,  it  is  not 
due  to  a  desire  to  save  time  in  this  stage 
of  our  proceedings.     In  the  Committee 
stage  on  the  Bill  the  Government  did  not 
argue   on    this   question ;    they   simply 
voted.     Let  us   now   have   some    litOle 
variety  ;  let  us  have   argument  on  the 
present  occasion  instead  of  voting.     In 
the  meanwhile,  I  must  repeat  the  protest 
I  got  up  principally  to  make,  that  this 
mode   of  treating   arguments   addressed 
to  the  Government  from  this  side  of  the 
House  when  we  are  defenceless  on  account 
of  our  own  agreement  is  not,  under  the- 
circumstances,   worthy   of   the  Govern- 
ment nor  of  thehon»  and  learned  Gentle- 
man. 

Sir  J.  LUBBOCK  said,  that  of  course 
they  could  not  expect  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  be  always  in  his  place  ; 
but  certainly  some  Member  of  the  Go- 
vernment ought,  in  ordinary  courtesy,  to 
reply  to  the  reasonable  arguments  that 
had  been  put  forward  on  this  important 
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matter  by  the  bon.  Member  for  Islitigtoii. 
Wfaj  did  not  bis  bon.  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  who  was  present, 
defend  the  scheme  ?  Ic  was  true  that 
the  question  came  up  in  Committee,  but 
it  was  very  briefly  discussed,  and  the 
remarks  then  made  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  showed  that  he  had  not 
grasped  th6  full  effect  of  the  scale  laid 
down  in  the  Bill.  That  scale  was  not  a 
reasonable  one,  and  it  would  prove  to  be 
a  great  discouragement  to  thrift.  He 
hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  give  the  House  some  reply. 

Mb.  BOUSFIELD  (Hackney,  N.) 
observed  that  it  was  difficult  to  under- 
stand why  the  Government  insisted  on 
their  scale  in  face  of  the  arguments  which 
had  been  used  to  show  its  impracticability. 
If  this  scheme  of  graduation  was  wrongly 
conceived  there  could  not  be  the  slightest 
doubt  that  it  would  not  merely  operate  as 
a  check  upon  thrift,  but  that  it  would 
lead  to  evasion  in  all  directions  because, 
however  it  might  be  with  people  of  large 
properties  who  would  not  be  able  to  tell 
within  £10,000  or  £^,000  what  the 
amount  of  their  property  would  be,  it 
would  be  the  case  with  people  with 
small  earnings  who  had  saved  £10,000 
that  they  would  be  able  to  reckon  up  to 
within  £100  or  so  the  value  of  their 
property  and  they  would  be  so  able  to 
ariiinge  matters  by  making  gifts  during 
their  lives  that  there  would  be  a  great 
loss  to  the  Revenue.  Although  it  was 
the  larger  estates  which  brought  in  large 
sums  to  the  Treasury,  it  was  the  multitude 
of  estates  which  brought  in  the  multitude 
of  payments  on  which  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  must  rely.  This  scale  of 
the  Government  was  a  great  temptation 
to  immorality.  They  had  already  one  or 
two  schemes  of  graduation  in  vogue,  and 
he  appealed  to  anybody  who  had  had  a 
small  iucome  whether  it  must  not  put  the 
greatest  strain  upon  a  mau^s  conscience 
when  there  was  a  certain  point  which 
made  all  the  difference  whether  he  was 
to  pay  or  not.  The  truth  \\as,  that 
in  all  these  cases  of  graduation  it 
was  easy  to  make  a  continuous 
instead  of  a  discontinuous  graduation, 
and  then  they  would  remove  every  temp- 
tation to  fraud  and  evasion.  This  was  a 
matter  of  business  ;  he  had  always  un- 
derstood the  House  of  Commons  was  an 
Assembly  of   business   men   who  could 
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oouie  to  a  really  practical  conolusion,  but 
when  these  practical  arguments  were  put 
before  the  Government  all  they  had  to 
say  was  ^Oh,  let  us  divide  and  solve 
the  matter  by  walking  through  the 
Division  Lobby.''  He  appealed  to  the 
Government  whether  really  upon  this 
pure  matter  of  business  that  was  a  bu8i«- 
Bessolike  way  of  dealing  with  it  ?  Why 
was  it  necessary  on  such  a  question  as 
this  for  the  Government  to  insist  on  the 
Division  being  on  strict  Party  lines  ? 
If  they  had  left  the  House  of  Commons 
as  business  men  to  say  what  they  con- 
sidered it  best  to  do,  be  felt  sure  that 
nine  out  of  ten  business  men  would  con- 
demn the  graduation  scheme  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  ap- 
prove of  that  of  his  hon.  Friend.  The 
Opposition  made  their  protest  not  from 
interested  motives,  and  not  certainly 
with  any  desire  to  waste  time,  but  solely 
from  the  conviction  they  had  that  this 
scale  of  the  Government  proceeded  upon 
a  wrong  principle,  would  lead  to  fraud 
and  evasion  and  loss  of  Revenue,  and  he 
failed  to  understand  why  this  business 
matter  was  not  treated  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  business  spirit. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  disclaimed  any 
want  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  towards  hon.  Members  op- 
posite, but  he  would  remind  them  of  the 
legal  maxim.  Interest  rei  publicte  ut 
finem  tit  disputationibus.  It  was  to 
the  public  advantage  that  there  should 
be  some  end  to  disputations.  Did 
anybody  seriously  believe  that  at  this 
eleventh  hour  the  whole  scheme  of  the 
Government  upon  this  graduation  was 
now  to  be  changed  ?  They  had  dis- 
cussed this  matter  before  at  great  length, 
and  •  the  Government  had  stated  their 
reason  for  adhering  to  the  scale  they  bad 
chosen.  To  adopt  the  scale  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Member  would  require  that  the 
Government  should  alter  the  whole  of 
their  graduation.  ["No,  no  I"]  Oh,  yes. 
He  was  speaking  of  that  which  he  knew. 
He  had  had  calculations  made  of  what 
would  be  the  result  of  adopting  this  gradua- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member,  and  the  loss  from 
it  compared  with  the  graduation  in  the 
Bill  would  be  £643,000;  therefore,  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  they 
adopted  it  they  must  raise  the  maximum 
of  the  graduation  far  above  8  per  cent. — 
probably  it  would  amount  to  something 
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like  15  per  oeut. — to  realise  the  revenne 
whteli  thej  intended  to  raise  by  this  Bill. 
Was  it  feasible  or  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  at  this  last  stage  of  the  Bill  they 
shonld  make  such  a  change  as  wonld 
necessitate  the  reconstructing  of  the  Bill 
altogether,  and  practically  revolutionise 
the  whole  scheme  of  the  Bill  ?  Under 
these  circumstances,  be  could  not  think  it 
necessary  to  repeat  the  whole  discussion 
over  again  which  they  had  had  on  the 
Committee  stage.  The  scheme  of  the 
Government  had  been  before  the  country 
for  three  months  ;  they  had,  he  supposed, 
heard  all  the  objections  that  could  be 
raised  against  it.  They  had  been  answered 
by  the  Government  as  well  as  they  could  be 
answered,  and  a  Division  taken  on  the 
question.  [Mr.  Bartley  :  Not  on  this 
scale.]  At  all  events,  in  the  Division 
that  was  taken  the  Government  stood  by 
their  own  scale,  and  the  scale  of  the  hon. 
Member  was  on  similar  lines  to  his  pre* 
sent  one.  He  hoped,  in  these  circum- 
stances, that  the  House  would  now  come 
to  a  decision  on  the  subject. 

Colonel  KEN  YON- SLANEY 
(Shropshire,  Newport)  could  not  help 
thinking  that  had  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  been  in  the  House  when  the 
hon.  Member  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment was  speaking  he  would  hardly 
have  left  his  argument  so  completely  un- 
answered as  it  was.  In  Committee  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  even  then 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  large 
steps  which  he  seemed  to  think  inevit- 
able had  in  them  a  certain  measure  of 
hardship  and  injustice.  If  there  was  in- 
justice and  hardship  in  the  scale  laid 
'  down,  surely  it  was  not  unreasonable  that 
the  Government  should  try  and  accept  an 
Amendment  which  would  take  some  of 
that  sting  of  injustice  out.  It  was  per- 
fectly impossible  that  this  proposal  of 
the  Government  could  be  upheld  in  face 
of  the  counter  proposal  made  from  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House  without 
breaking  through  every  principle  of  fair 
play  and  common  sense  in  thid  matter. 
The  Government  might  say  they  would 
get  £643,000  more  by  their  scheme  than 
by  that  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member. 
What  of  that  if  they  got  it  by  a  gross 
act  of  injustice  and  inequality  ?  When 
the  country  had  the  two  schemes  before 
them  they  would  recognise  in  the  scheme 
proposed  by  the  hon .  Member  for  Isling- 


ton the  principles  of  fair  play  and  of  a 
real  and  genuine  graduation,  whilst  the 
scheme  of  the  Government  was  one 
which  inflicted  injustice  upon  the  poor, 
the  middle-class,  and  the  rich  alike. 

Question  put. 

The   House    divided:  —  Ayes    143; 
Noes  81.— {Division  List,  No.  184.) 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  B.  T.  Reid,  the 
following  Amendments  were  agreed  to:— 

Page  14,  line  1,  leave  out  **  further," 
and  insert  '^  settlement." 

Page  14,  line  4,  leave  out  "further," 
and  insert  "  settlement." 

•Sib  M.  HICKS-BEACH  moved,  in 
page  14,  line  11,  after  the  second 
**  property,"  insert  "  to  which  he  has 
become  entitled  in  possession."  The 
Amendment  was  intended  to  carry  out 
the  object  he  had  in  view  in  moving  a 
new  clause  relating  to  cumulative  duties 
in  the  case  of  Succession  Duty  and 
Legacy  Duty.  After  the  decision  of  the 
House  on  that  clause  with  regard  to  the 
Legacy  Duty  be  would  not  refer  to  that 
duty.  But  in  replying  to  the  clause  the 
Solicitor  General  stated  very  frankly 
that  he  believed  the  law  with  regard  to 
the  Succession  Duty  prevented  cumula- 
tive duties  ;  and  that  at  any  rate  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  leave 
unaltered  the  law  on  the  subject.  He 
was  advised  by  those  who  were  quite 
competent  to  express  an  opinion 
that  the  clause  in  its  present  form 
did  not  carry  out  that  intention.  The 
14th  section  of  the  Succession  Duty  Act 
prevented  cumulative  duties  with  re- 
gard to  personal  property,  and  with 
regard  to  realty,  cumulitive  duties  were 
prevented  by  the  facts  of  the  case. 
Succession  Duty  being  leviable  on  the 
life  interest,  it  could  not  be  payable 
before  that  life  interest  began  to  accrue. 
Therefore,  an  interest  in  expectancy  that 
did  not  come  into  possession  could  not 
become  liable  to  Succession  Duty,  as  was 
the  case  with  regard  to  Legacy  Duty. 
The  Government  proposed,  with  regard 
to  property  the  successor  was  competent 
to  dispose  of  to  alter  the  law  so  as  to 
make  the  duty  chargeable  on  the  principal 
value  instead  of  on  the  life  interest.  He 
was  advised  that  the  effect  of  thatiwould  be, 
in  a  case  where  the  successor  was  com« 
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peteiit  to  dispose  of  the  property,  to 
render  it  probable,  or  at  any  rate 
possible,  that  the  suc^cessor  might  have 
to  pay  duty  upon  au  iaterest  which  did 
not  come  into  possession.  He  did  not 
tbiuk,  as  the  clause  at  present  stood,  that 
this  poiut  was  sufficiently  guarded.  The 
words  were  these  : — 

^  Aad  the  duty  shall  be  i)ayable  by  the  same 
instalments  as  are  authorised  by  this  Act  for 
Es^-ate  Duty  on  real  i)rop€rty  with  iutercst  at  the 
rate  of  tli  ree  percent.  jKir  annum  from  the  expira- 
'tion  of  twelve  months  after  the  date  on  which  he 
became  entitled  in  possession  of  bis  sacce^ion." 

That  might  be  held  simply  to  mean  that 
.the  interest  was  to  be  calculated  fri»m 
that  date.  It  did  not  seem  to  override 
the  earlier  words — namely, 

*'The  value  for  the  purpose  of  Sucsession  Duty 
of  a  succession  to  real  property  arising  on  the 
death  of  a  deceased  person  shall,  where  the 
successor  is  competent  to  dispose  of  the 
property,  be  the  principal  value  of  the  property 
after  deducting  the  Estate  Duty  payable  In 
res()ect  thereof  on  the  said  death  and  the 
expenses,  if  any,  properly  incurred  of  raising 
and  paying  the  same,  and  the  duty  shall  be  a 
charge  thereon." 

Those  words  appeared  to  charge  the 
duty,  and  the  latter  words  appeared 
merely  to  refer  to  the  date  on  which  the 
instalments  were  to  be  paid,  and  on 
which  the  interest  would  begin  to  accrue. 
The  Amendment  would  make  it  clear 
that  no  duty  could  be  payable  until  the 
successor  became  entitled,  in  possession, 
to  the  property.  He  was  advised  that 
the  Amendment  would  keep  the  law 
exactly  as  it  was  at  present.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentlemau  the  Member  for 
the  Isle  of  Wight  had  given  notice  of  an 
Amendment  to  the  same  effect  which 
might  or  might  not  be  better  than  his.  If 
the  Solicitor  General  preferred  it  he 
should  be  willing  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment  in  its  favour. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  14,  line 
11,  after  the  second  word  "property," 
to  insert  the  words  "  to  which  he  has  be- 
come entitled  in  possession." — {Sir  M. 
Hicks-Beach,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
he  there  inserted." 

Mr.  B.  T.  REID  said,  the  objects  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  and  of  the  Go- 
vernment were  precisely  identical.  They 
were  to  provide  that  Succession  Duty 
should  be  payable  only  under  the  circum- 
43tanc6s  under  which  it  was  payable  now. 

Sir  Af,  Wchs-Bcich 


He  had  au  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
lower  down  which  be  thought  would 
meet  the  point  raised,  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet*  He  proposed  to  insert  words 
providing  that  "  the  Rrst  instalment  shall 
be  payable  and  the  interest  shall  begin  to 
run  "  at"  the  expiration  of  twelve  montha 
after  the  date  on  which  he  became  entitled 
in  possession  to  his  succesaioo." 

*Mr.  BUTCHER  said,  he  was  glad  to 
find  that  the  Opposition  were  in  complete 
accord  with  the  Government  as  to  their  in- 
tentions. Their  intentions  were  both  good ; 
but  the  question  was,  whether  the  words 
to  be  pro|K>sed  by  the  Solicitor  General 
would  carry  out  those  intentions  ?  Many 
persons  were  of  opinion  that  they  would 
not,  for  the  reason  that  the  Amendment 
appeared  only  to  refer  to  the  date  at  which 
the  first  instalment  would  be  payable.  If 
there  was  au  interest  in  expectancy — that 
was  to  say,  if  a  man  was  entitled  to  pro- 
perty in  the  event  of  his  surviving  some- 
body else,  if  he  did  not  survive  no  duty 
ought  to  be  payable.  Under  his  right 
hon.  Friend^s  Amendment  no  duty  would 
be  payable  until  the  man  came  into  pos- 
session. That  went  to  the  question  of 
principle,  but  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman^s  Amendment  only  hod  reference 
to  the  date  when  the  duty  would  become 
payable.  It  might  be  that  in  the  in- 
terval one  or  two  other  duties  would  have 
fallen  due,  and  in  that  case,  no  doubt, 
the  whole  of  the  duty  would  be  post- 
poned till  after  the  succession  had  come 
into  possef^ion,  but  there  might  be  several 
duties  then  payable.  The  first  instal- 
ment of  several  duties  would  have  to  be 
paid  after  the  property  had  fallen  into 
possession.  If  the  property  passed  from 
A  to  B,  inasmuch  as  there  might  be 
several  interests  in  expectancy,  when  the 
unfortunate  B  came  into  his  inheritance 
he  would  find  that  there  were  several 
Death  Duties  to  be  paid.  They  recog- 
nised that  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  excellent,  but  they  did  not 
think  it  would  do  harm  to  insert  the 
Amendment  proposed.  If  the  Solicitor 
General  did  not  think  it  would  do  harm 
let  him  accept  it, 

Mr.  BYRNE  said,  that  he  also  would 
make  an  appeal  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Solicitor  General.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  if  he  under- 
stood him  aright,  did  not  object  to  the 
words  of  the  Amendment  on  the  ground 
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■that  thev  were  improper.  On  the  ooa* 
trary,  he  agreed  that'th^y  /vCr6ald  effect 
-what  everyoue  deaired,.  ai^  what  his 
owu  Ameudment  would  hriog  about 
He  (Mr,  Byrne)  did  not  think  <ihe 
Aineudiaent  before  the  House,  if  accepted, 
would  prejudicially  affect  the  Solicitor 
Generars  proposal  la^r  on. 

Mk.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said,  he 
shared  the  doubt  as  to  whether  the 
Amendment  of  the  Solicitor  General 
guarded  the  danger  attempted  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  The 
question  dividcKl  itself  into  two  parts^ 
one  of  which  would  be  met  by  the  Soli- 
citor Grenerafs  proposal,  and  the  other  of 
which  would  not.  One  part  of  the  clause 
touched  the  value  of  the  property,  whilst 
the  other  settled  the  time  when  the  duty 
would  become  payable.  Hi^  doubt  aros^ 
on  the  matter  of  property.  In  Clause  22 
they  found  the  following  : — 

"  The  expression  '  property  *  includes  real 
property  and  personal  property  and  the  proceeds 
of  sale  thereof  respectively  and  any  money  or 
investment  for  the  time  being  representing  the 
proceeds  of  sale." 

These  words  were  in  part  taken  from 
the  Succession  Duty  Act,  but  they  had 
been  altered  to  suit  the  necessities  of  the 
present  case. 

Mr.  R.  T.  REID  :  We  do  not  inter- 
fere with  succession. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said,  they 
must  remember  that  they  were  dealing 
with  Succession  Duty  alone,  and,  there- 
fore, it  would  have  been  almost  better  to 
have  to  deal  with  the  subject  by  refer- 
ence to  the  Succession  Duty  Act.  The 
Government  had  established  here  a  new 
system  of  valuation  in  respect  of  pro- 
perty to  which  the  successor  had  be- 
come entitled  in  possession.  The  words 
**  the  value  is  the  principal  value 
of  the  property"  clearly  referred  to 
the  property  to  which  the  successor  had 
come  into  possession.  As  regarded  the 
period  at  which  the  duty  would  become 
payable,  and  at  which  the  interest  was 
to  run,  the  clause  was  clear.  He  was 
satisfied  as  to  that,  but  the  doubt  he  felt 
was  as  to  the  definition  of  **  property." 

Mr.  grant  LAWSON  was  sur- 
prised  that  during  the  discussion  the 
most  alarming  words  of  the  clause — '^and 
the  duty  shall  be  charged  on  the  pro- 
perty " — bad  not  been  alluded  to  at  all. 
His  right  hon.  Friend  wanted  to  limit  the 


amount  of  duty,  and  '  the  Solicitor 
General  wanted  to  limit  the  time  at 
which  the  duty  was  to  be  payable  by  the 
person  coming  into  the  property*  The 
charge  on  the  property  continued,  and  it 
was  impossible  to  conceive  that  there 
could  be  a  charge  which  was  not  payable 
by  somebody  ;  yet,  according  to  the 
Solicitor  General,  if  no  one  came  into 
possession,  there  was  no  person  charged, 
although  there  was  a  duty  chargeable. 

•Sir  M.  HICKS^BEACH  said,  he  col- 
fessed  he  liked  his  words  better  than 
those  of  the  hon .  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Solicitor  General.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  however,  preferred 
his  own  Amendment  ;  therefore,  on  a 
matter  of  drafting,  he  (Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach)  would  have  to  give  way. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  R.  T.  Reid,  the 
following  Amendments  were  agreed  to: — 

Page  14,  line  14,  leave  out  "thereon," 
and  insert "  on  the  property." 

Line  17,  leave  out  "  from,"  and  insert 
^^and  the  first  instalment  shall  be 
payable  and  the  interest  shall  begin  to 
run  at." 

Line  18,  leave  out  "he,"  and  insert 
"  the  successor." 

Line  19,  after  the  second  "and,"  in- 
sert "after  the  expiration  of  the  said 
twelve  months." 

Line  24,  after  "duty,"  add— 
"  and  in  the  case  of  any  agricultural  property 
where  no  part  of  the  principal  value  is  due  to 
the  expectation  of  an  increased  income  from 
such  proi>erty,  the  annual  value  for  the  pur- 
pose of  Succession  Duty  shall  be  arrived  at  in 
the  same  manner  as  under  the  provisions  of  this 
part  of  this  Act  for  the  purpose  of  Estate 
Duty." 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  14,  line  29, 
after  the  words  "  Estate  Duty,"  to  insert 
the  words  "derived  from  personal  pro- 
perty."—(J/r.  B.  r.  Reid.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  R.  temple  (Surrey,  Kingston) 
said,  that,  as  he  had  an  Amendment  on 
the  Paper  to  the  same  effect  as  that  of 
the  Solicitor  General,  and  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  offered  no 
explanation  of  his  proposal,  he  (Sir  R. 
Temple)  hoped  he  might  be  allowed  to 
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amy  a  few  words  bj  way  of  explanation. 
By  the  Act  of  1888  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  late  Goverament  to  make  a  con- 
cession to  the  landed  interest,  or  rather 
to  the  interest  of  real  property,  which  was 
very  unequally  burdened  with  local  rates 
throughout  the  Kingdom.  The  compara* 
tive  injustice  of  the  incidence  of  these 
burdens  were  complained  of  at  the  time, 
and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
relief  that  the  particular  concession  was 
arranged  by  the  late  GoTerbmeot.  The 
concession  was  that  a  certain  sum  of 
seyeral  millions  sterling  were  to  be  paid 
annually  out  of  the  moneys  received 
from  the  then  Estate  Duty  levied  upon 
personal  property.  Personal  property  did 
not  contribute  to  local  rates ;  therefore, 
out  of  the  Probate  Duty  it  was  to  give 
a  contribution  in  aid  of  these  rates. 
This  contribution  was  supposed  to  be 
tantamount  to  a  relief  of  6d.  in  the  £1. 
This  was  a  substantial  advantage  con* 
ceded  to  real  property  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, and  that  advantage  was  contributed 
from  personal  property.  Now,  by  this 
Bill  it  was  proposed  that  the  advantage 
should  be  given  to  local  rates  from  the  new 
Estate  Duty  in  substitution  for  the  relief 
given  from  the  duty  paid  by  personal 
property.  The  money  obtained  from  the 
Estate  Duty  would  be  obtained  largely, 
no  doubt,  from  personal  property,  but 
partly,  also,  from  real  property  ;  therefore, 
the  concession  to  be  made  to  real  property 
was  made  out  of  the  fund  to  which  real 
property  contributed.  It  was  to  remedy 
that  that  he  had  placed  his  Amendment 
on  the  Paper.  With  that  Amendment, 
or  with  the  one  now  moved  by  the 
Solicitor  General,  the  matter  would  be 
put  right.  It  might  be  urged  that  the 
local  rates  were  to  receive  the  same  sum 
as  before,  and  that  the  new  Estate  Duty 
levied  from  personalty  would  be  sufficient 
to  meet  the  demand.  That  no  doubt 
was  true,  but  it  was  well  that  the  fact 
should  be  stated  pretty  clearly  on  the 
face  of  the  Bill  for  the  satisfaction  of  real 
property  that  felt  keenly  the  unequal 
burdens  imposed  on  it  in  respect  of  local 
rates. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  R.  T.  Reid,  the 
following  Amendment  was  agreed  to  : — 
Page  14,  line  33,  leave  out  *^  charge- 
able with  Estate  Duty,''  and  insert  **  in 

Sir  It.  Temple 


respeet  of  which  Estate  Duty  is  leri- 
able."— (Afr.  B.  T.  Beid.) 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said,  he 
wished  to  substitute  for  the  phrase 
"British  possession"  the  words  "any 
place  out  of  the  United  Kingdom."  He 
could  notbut  think  that  an  insufficient 
amount  of  attentionhad  been  given  to  the 
fact  that  it  was  proposed  to  impose  this 
duty  on  foreign  countries  in  a  different  way 
to  the  way  in  which  it  was  proposed  to 
apply  it  in  the  Colonies.  It  was  proposed 
to  allow  a  deduction  in  the  case  of  the 
Colonies,  while  in  the  case  of  foreign 
countries  no  deduction  would  be  given. 
This,  of  course,  was  setting  up  a  differential 
treatment.  At  the  Conference. sitting  at 
Ottawa,  a  resolution  had  been  passed 
pointing  out  that  in  consequence  of  the 
Favoured  Nation  Clauses  with  other 
countries.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
were  precluded  from  adopting  preferen- 
tial treatment  with  the  Colonies  as  to 
commerce.  The  matter  was  one  which 
the  Government  must  deal  with. 
They  had  to  decide  whether  they  had 
power  to  extend  to  the  Colonies  a 
diJSerential  duty  under  the  Finance  Bill 
as  compared  with  that  they  accorded  to 
foreign  countries.  He  had  read  the 
Favoured  Nation  Clauses  in  our  Treaties 
with  foreign  countries,  and  they  seemed  to 
him  to  prohibit  Her  Majesty's  G  o vernment 
from  metiug  out  to  foreign  countries  a 
worse  treatment  than  they  allowed  their 
own  Colonies.  The  point  of  it  was  that 
the  Colonies  were  of  that  opinion  them- 
selves. And  a  further  point  was  that 
when  he  had  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  if  the  Colonies  were  right  in 
their  opinion  the  right  hen.  Gentleman 
had  not  given  him  an  answer,  but  had 
said  the  subject  was  an  important  one,  as 
to  which  he  could  not  make  a  statement 
across  the  Table  of  the  House.  The 
Treaty  with  France,  dated  the  28th 
February,  1882,  declareil  that  Frenchmen 
should  be  put  on  exactly  the  same  foot- 
ing as  was  given  to  the  people  of  any 
third  nation — 

"  In  all  matters  relating  to  the  exercise  of 
commerce  and  industry  and  in  respect  to 
residence  whether  temporary  or  permanent,  the 
exercise  of  any  calling  or  profession,  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes  or  other  impositions." 

Then,  ajj^ain,  the  German  Treaty  pre- 
scribed that  the  subjects  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty  should  not  be  subjected  to  any 
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higiser  or  Mlier  IHx  than  tbe  oubjeefca  of 
the  third  aation  oloit  fftv<ottred  ia  tiuii; 
reapect^-^words  .  somewhat  wider  even 
than  those  edntained  in  the  French 
Treaty.  He  sabmitted.  that  before  at- 
lemptiDg  iio  impoae  upon  inyestments  in 
Franee  or  Qeraiaoy  differential  or  less 
favoured  treatment  than  was  aocorded  to 
investments  in  the  ColoniQs>  it  was  thetr 
duty  to  ascertain  whether  those  countries 
took  the  same  view  as  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  professed  to  take,  that 
these  Favoured  Nation  Clauses  did  not  in 
any  way  prohibit  us  from  according  pre* 
ferentlal  treatment  to  our  Colonies  in  re« 
spect  of  the  Estate  Duty.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  told  them 
that  these  Favoured  Nation  Clauses  ^li 
not  apply  to  the  Colonies  at  all,  and  that 
they  only  applied  to  countries  with  whom 
we  could  make  Treaties,  and  that  that  was 
not  our  position  in  regard  to  our  Colonies. 
But  did  France,  and  Germany,  and  Bel- 
gium take  the  same  view  ?  If  they  did 
not,  what  sort  of  a  situation  would  the 
right  hoQ.  Gentleman  Rnd  himself  in 
when  the  Act  was  put  in  operation  ?  It 
would  be  found  that  there  was  a  great 
disadvantage  awaiting  the  investment  of 
Euglish  capital  in  France,  Germany,  and 
Belgium  as  compared  with  investments 
in  the  English  Colonies.  Such  invest- 
ments would  be  subjeoted  to  more  onerous 
treatment  than  in  the  Colonies,  and,  for 
instance,  there  would  be  undoubtedly  a 
damaging  effect  on  French  as  compared 
with  Colonial  investments.  Was  it 
likely  that  France,  who  had  gone  out  of  her 
way  to  find  a  quarrel  M'ith  us  as  to  a  strip 
of  land  in  the  Congo,  would  allow  an 
occasion  like  this  to  slip  without  protest  ? 
Was  it  not  likely  that  Germany  would 
join  with  France  in  the  protest  ?  Why, 
there  was  a  stronger  case  here  for  inter- 
national remonstrance  than  in  the  case  of 
the  Congo  Treaty.  He  believed  there 
was  a  very  serious  danger  in  this  attempt 
to  discriminate  between  the  Colonies  and 
other  countries,  especially  when  the 
return  would  be  very  small.  Now  he 
came  to  the  Colonies  themselves.  This 
clause  as  it  stood  represented  the  con- 
eession  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  the  appeal  of  the  Colonies 
of  the  12th  June.  He  did  not  think  it 
was  at  all  a  satisfactory  answer  to  the 
representations  made  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  he  believed  that  a  letter  ^ 


of  the  l^h  June  from  the  leading  official 
represBQ^tive  of  the  Colonists — which 
hadbeeq  promised  but  which  had  not  yet 
been  laid  on  the  Tablo— gave  expression 
to  the  dissatisfaction  felt.  He  had,  in 
fact,  been  informed  by  the  leader  of  the 
official  colonial  representatives  that  the 
Colonies  were  by  no  means  satisfied  with 
the  concession  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  He  would  like  to  know 
what  would  be  the  result  if  they  passed 
the  clause  in  its  present  shape  and  form  ? 
They  would  dissatisfy  the  Colonies  as 
well  as  possibly  several  foreign  countries, 
and  all  for  the  sake  of  a  very  small 
return.  It  was  to  prevent  such  troubles 
that  he  ventured  to  move  the  Amendment 
standing  in  hb  name. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  H,  line 
42,  to  leave  out  the  words  "British 
possession,"  in  order  to  insert  the  words 
"place  out  of  the  United  Kingdom." — 
{Mr.  Gibson  Bowles.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'British  possession'  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  B.  T.  REID  said,  this  was  not 
the  first  time  the  hon.  Member  bad 
spoken  on  this  Amendment,  because  he 
lnH>ught  the  matter  forward  in  Committee 
and  expressed  the  same  views  on  that 
occasion.  Everyone  must  feel  that  the 
topic  was  a  delicate  one,  and  he  did  not 
think  that  the  desire  for  further  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject  largely  prevailed 
among  hon.  Members.  It  was  to  be 
regretted  that  the  hon.  Member  should 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  contrast  the 
Colonies  with  foreign  countries  in  this 
matter,  especially  as  the  opinion  of 
successive  Law  Officers  had  been  given 
with  regard  to  it.  No  good  purpose 
could  be  served  by  making  such  a  com- 
parison. He  appealed  to  the  hon.  Member 
that  it  would  be  more  wise  and  sensible 
to  allow  this  question  to  stand  as  it 
had  been  settled  by  the  proposals 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  best  way  of 
avoiding  quarrels  was  to  raise  these 
questions,  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  further  pursue 
a.  subject  in  regard  to  which  he  could 
not  expect  the  Government  to  accept 
his  Amendment. 

Mr.  BYRNE  said,  he  supposed  they 
might  take  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
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Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  that  iiothing 
in  the  Act  iDfriDged  or  entrenched  upon 
the  provisions  of  the  Most  Favoured 
Nation  Clauses  in  the  Treaties  referred 
to,  and,  that  being  so,  he  would  advise 
his  hon.  Friend  that  they  were  bound  to 
accept  that  opinion,  and  that  it  was  not 
desirable  to  further  press  the  Amende 
ment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  R.  T.  Bbid,  the 
following  Amendments  were  agreed  to  : — 

Page  15,  line  10,  leave  out  "charge* 
able,"  and  insert  "  leviable." 

Page  15,  line   13,  leave  out  "charge* 
able,"  and  insert  "  leviable." 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said,  he  had 'the 
advantage  of  introducing  in  Committee 
the  Amendment  he  now  proposed,  and 
which  was  bound  up  with  anothior  Amend- 
ment of  his  lower  down  on  the  Paper.  He 
did  not,  however,  propose  to  argue  the 
question  on  the  present  Amendment.  No 
doubt  the  Solicitor  General  was  aware 
that  there  was  a  strong  feeling  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House  that  the 
pledge  given  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men the  Member  for  East  Manchester 
and  St.  George^s,  Hanover  Square,  that 
there  should  be  equality  of  treatment  for 
realty  and  personalty,  was  not  fulfilled  or 
given  effect  to  in  this  clause.  There 
was  absolutely  no  reason  why  this  re- 
striction as  to  personal  property  should 
have  been  inserted.  What  was  in  the 
mind  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
in  putting  it  in  did  not  meet  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case.  His  idea,  no  doubt, 
was  that  where  probate  had  been  paid 
upon  property  under  a  settlement  that 
property  should  be  exempted  from 
Estate  Duty,  but  it  evidently  had  not 
occurred  to  him  that  property  which  had 
paid  Succession  Duty  and  not  Probate 
Duty  would  be  subjected  to  a  much 
heavier  charge.  When  he  came  to  his 
later  Amendment  he  would  be  prepared 
to  show  that  the  difference  in  the  ex- 
emption given  to  personalty  at  the  ex- 
pense of  realty  in  some  cases  amounted 
to  50  per  cent.,  75  per  cent.,  and  even  to 
90  per  cent.  He  wished  to  place  personal 
and  real  property  on  the  same  level. 
When  he  raised  the  point  on  the  last 
Mr.  Byrne 


occasion  the  Solicitor '  General  professed 
that  he  had  been  taken  by  surprise  by 
the  figures  then  put  before  him^  and 
instead  of  dealing  with  those  figures,  he 
addressed  himself  more  to  the  draftsman- 
ship of  the  clause  and  not  to  the  equities 
of  the  position.  However,  this  was  a 
matter  he  would  discuss  on  the  later 
Amendment,  and  at  present  he  would 
content  himself  with  moving  the  omis- 
sion of  the  word  "  personal,"  his  object 
being  to  place  personalty  and  realty  on 
an  equality  and  to  secure  that  realty  was 
not  subjected  to  a  charge  for  which  per- 
sonalty was  exempted. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  15,  line 
21,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  personal." — 
{Mr:  Brodrick.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
^  personal  ^  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  R.  T.  REID  said,  he  was  not 
quite  certain  which  was  the  more  con- 
venient course  to  take.  The  Amend- 
ment just  proposed  would  have  to  be 
read  with  one  to  be  proposed  later  on. 
Of  course,  they  did  not  want  to  discuss 
the  matter  twice  over.  He  was  unable 
to  accept  this  Amendment,  and  was  pre- 
pared, if  necessary,  now  to  adduce  his 
arguments  against  it,  but  as  the  same 
point  would  crop  up  again  he  did  not 
wish  to  repeat  himself.  This  was  a 
clause  which  could  not  possibly  apply  to 
real  property  ;  it  dealt  with  estates 
which  before  the  commencement  of  the 
Act  had  paid  Probate  Duty,  and  that  was 
not  applicable  to  realty  at  all.  He  was 
afraid  that  if  the  House  negatived  this 
Amendment  it  would  make  it  very  em- 
barrassing for  the  hon.  Member  to  pro- 
pose the  subsequent  one. 

Mr.  brodrick  :  If  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  wishes,  I  will  with- 
draw this  Amendment  and  take  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  other  one.  Of  course,  if 
I  carry  that,  and  a  change  of  words  is 
thereby  rendered  necessary,  I  shall  not 
be  met  with  any  difficulty  as  to  drafting. 

Mr.  R.  T.  REID  :  I  hope  I  have 
never  raised  such  a  difficulty.  I  only 
want  to  know  how  best  we  can  raise 
this  point.  If  the  hon.  Member  likes  to 
withdraw  this  and  take  the  Debate  on 
the  later  Amendment,  words  can,  if 
necessary,  be  brought  up  at  a  later  stage 
should  the  adoption  of  that  Amendment 
render  such  a  course  necessary. 
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Mr.    BRODRICK    said,     it    would 
perhaps  be  the  more  coDvenieDt  course 
to  discuss   the    whole    subject    on  that 
Ameudraent,  aud  therefore,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  House,  he  would  put  for* 
ward  the  arguments  he  bad  iutended  to 
reserve  for  the  later  Amendment.     It  was 
absolutely    necessary    that     the    House 
should  consider  the  position  of    realty 
under  this  Bill,  and  compare  it  with  the 
position  of  personalty.      Accepting  the 
whole  principle  of  the  Bill,  he  found  that 
real  property    would    pay  a   very  much 
larger  sum  than  personalty.     The  clause 
dealt   with   property  which  was  settled 
before  this  Bill  became  law^  and  of  which 
the  testator  had  at  no   time  any  power 
to  dispose.     What,  would  be  the  position 
of  the   settlement  ?     There   were  gene- 
rally three  lives  concerned  in  these  set- 
tlements.     Suppose  a   ease    where  the 
first  life  had  fallen  before  the  passing  of 
the  Bill,  and  where £50,000  of  realty  and 
f  50,000  of  personalty  were  left   to  two 
brothers — one  takiqg  the  personalty  and 
the  other  the  realty.     On  the  fall  of  the 
first  life  the  personalty  would  pay  Probate 
Duty,  £1,500,  and  the  Goschen  Estate 
Duty  of  1888  (if  he  might  be  allowed  to 
use  the  term),  £500,  and  it  would  then  be 
clear.      That   was  thiB  position   of    the 
fortunate   possessor   of  personalty  under 
the  Bill.     The  realty  on  the  fall  of  the 
first   life   would    pay    Succession   Duty 
£387,  aud  Estate  Duty  of  1888  £258-— 
a  total  of  £645.     But  instead  of  being 
clear,  on  the  fall  of  the  next  life  it  would 
pay  £2,250  Estate  Duty.     That  made  a 
total  of  £2,895  paid  by  land  as  against 
£2,000  paid  by  personalty  of  equal  value. 
This  was  in  the  case  of  lineals.     In  the 
case  of  collaterals,  where,  for  instance, 
the   property   went    to   a   nephew,  per- 
sonalty paid,    before  this    Bill,  Probate 
Duty  £1,500,  Estate  Duty  of  1888  £500, 
Legacy    Duty    £1,500  — total,    £3,500, 
Then  the  property  was  clear  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  settlement.     On  the  fall 
of  the  next  life,  in  fact,  it  paid  nothing. 
In  the  case  of  realty,  however,  land  would 
pay,  before  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  Suc- 
cession Duty  £1,161,  Estate  Duty  of  1888 
£258 — total,  £1,419.     But  at  the  fall  of 
the  next  life,  after  the  passing  of  the  Bill^ 
the  land  would  pay  Estate  Duty  £2,250, 
Succession  Duty,  at  3  percent.,  £l,500-r>. 
total,  £8,750.     Therefore  the  £50,000 
personalty  would  pay  only  £3,500,  while 
the  £50,000  realty  paid  £5,169.     He  con- 


fidenjtly  asserted  that  thf|t  was  a  position 
never  contemplated  by  those  who  framed 
the  Bill.     He  was  quite  certain  from  the 
way  that  the  Amendment  was  received  in 
Committee  that  the  Solicitor  General  did 
not  have  a  vestige  of  an  idea  of  the  injus- 
tice he  was  perpetrating.     He  felt,  too, 
he     must     have     the     Chancellor     of 
the    Exchequer     on     his     side   in    this 
matter,  because  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  told  then^  time  after  time  that 
what  he  desired    was    perfect  equality. 
There  was  only  one  pp^ible  outlet  for 
hivi,  and  that.hQ  would  at  once  make  a 
present  to  the  Leader  pf  the  House.     He 
might  tell  tliem  that  the  larger  sum  paid 
in  the  case ,  of  personal  property  at  the 
earlier    stage  . ,  would   have   borne  some 
Uttle  interest  in  .the  interval,  but  what 
would   that  be,  as   compared   with   tlip 
enormously    extra    charge     now    being 
thrown  on  realty  ?     He  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would   not   indulge   in 
any  theories  of  retrospective  justice,  and 
say  that  land  had  gQtoff  very  well  in  the 
past.     He,  for  one,  could  not  admit  that 
thus  the  sins   of  the  fathers  should  be 
visited  on  the  children.    They  must  take 
what  had  been  paid  under  the  settlement 
as  absolutely  a  fair  basis.     This  was  by 
no  means  a  small  question,  for  the  clause 
would    cover,   in   all   probability,    one- 
third,  if  not  ope-half,  of  the  settlements 
made  before  the  passing  of  the  Act.  The 
question  of  aggregation  was  not  involved 
as  this  property  would  stand  absolutely 
alone,  and  be  did  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  bear  in  mind  that  the  figures 
he  had  given  showed  that  laud  was  going 
to  pay  very  nearly  three  times  as  much 
as  formerly. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  No,  no. 
Mr.  BRODRICK  said,  the  point  was 
not  even  arguable,  for  he  had  shown  by 
the  figures  he  .had  quoted  that  in  the  case 
of  a  lineal  the  payment  on  realty  on  the 
fall  of  the  first  life  would  be  £645,  and 
under  the  Estate  Duty  £2,250,  on  the 
fall  of  the  next  life,  or  a  total  of  £2,895 
paid  by  lapjd,  while  personalty  would 
escape  with  one  payment  of  £2,000. 
Then,  agaiqi  in  the.'case  of  a  collateral, 
the  old  duty  was  £1,419,  aud  there 
woa)d,  under  the  Bill,  be  payable  £3,750, 
giving  a  total  of  £5,169  charged  on  realty 
as  against  only  £3.5Qp  on  personalty. 
If  they  were  %p  hi^ve  a  class  of  hard 
cases  arising  in  this  way,  it  was  certain 
that  the,  injustices  must  be  corrected  by  a 
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future  Bill.  These  hardships  would 
take  their  place  with  the  inequalities, 
which  they  had  endeavoured  to  remedy 
in  the  case  of  the  husband  and  wife,  and 
between  the  £500  and  the  £605  gradua* 
tion,  and  the  case  of  a  man  who  was  a 
collateral,  and  who,  having  property  in 
France  would  pay  8  per  cent,  in  one  case, 
and  8  per  cent,  in  the  other — 16  per  cent, 
in  all.  He  put  it  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  that  these  were  injus- 
tices that  ought  to  be  remedied. 

Mr.  R.  T.  REID  said  that  this  matter 
was  brought  forward  in  Committee.  He 
had  not  had  time  to  study  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's figures,  but  he  might  point  out 
that  the  clause  now  under  discussion  ap- 
plied wholly  to  the  case  of  persons 
dying  before  the  commencement  of  this 
Act,  and  its  provisions  were  temporary 
provisions.  The  necessity  for  the  clause 
arose  from  this  consideration — ^namely, 
that  in  cases  in  which  Estate  Duty  would 
afterwards  become  payable  in  respect  of 
personalty  Probate  Duty  might  have  been 
paid  ;  but  in  reference  to  realty  no  such 
contingency  could  arise,  because  probate 
could  not  be  paid  in  respect  of  real 
estate.  The  arrangement  had  been  made 
that  in  case  the  probate  had  been  paid 
upon  personalty,  the  Estate  Duty  should 
be  forgiven.  Personalty  had  alone  borne 
the  burden  of  the  Probate  Duty  hitherto. 
In  regard  to  the  strong  case  put  by  the 
hon.  Member,  he  admitted  that,  if  it  was 
assumed  that  all  the  sums  mentioned 
were  paid  on  the  same  date  and  at  the 
same  hour,  the  result  would  work  out 
that  realty  would  pay  an  apparently  ex- 
cessive sum  as  compared  with  personalty. 
Yes  ;  bat  that  was  exactly  the  fallacy 
that  underlay  the  whole  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  figures,  that  they  took  no 
notice  of  the  dates  on  which  the  different 
payments  were  made.  Very  often  it 
might  have  happened  that  10,  12,  or  15 
years  ago  the  Probate  Duty  had  been 
paid,  and  interest  during  that  time  ought 
to  be  reckoned  in  the  calculation.  That 
did  not  apply  in  the  case  of  the  person 
coming  into  possession  of  real  estate. 
He  made  this  concession  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  :  that,  if  the  interval  was 
very  short  between  the  payment  of  Pro- 
bate and  the  time  when  the  life  fell  in 
on  which  Estate  Duty  would  have  to  be 
paid,  the  scheme  of  the  Bill  would  be  in 
favour  of  personalty  and  against  realty  ; 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  interval  was 

Mr.  Brodrkk 


comparatively  long,  it  was  in  favour  of 
realty  and  against  personalty.  But 
taking  it  roughly,  the  thing  worked  out 
equally  and  he  thought  the  plan  would 
be  found  to  be  fair  as  between  realty  and 
personalty.  Under  this  Amendment 
long  periods  were  established  between 
the  payment  of  probate  and  the  first 
will  and  the  time  when  the  first  life  fell 
under  the  settlement.  There  were  cases 
where  realty  would  pay  more  than  per- 
sonalty, and  other  cases  where  personalty 
would  pay  more  than  realty.  What  they 
had  to  do  was  to  take  the  average.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  upon  the  whole  realty 
fared  very  well.  There  could  not  hi 
absolute  precision  in  these  affairs,  but  he 
repeated  that  on  the  average  it  would  be 
found  that  realty  came  out  distinctly  well 
as  compared  with  personalty. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said,  he  admitted 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General  had  given  them  a  very  good 
reply  to  the  case  which  had  been  stated ; 
but  the  prima  facie  fact  remained  that 
there  was  a  great  difference  between  the 
incidence  of  the  impost  upon  personal 
property  and  upon  real  estates  under 
settlement.  He  noticed  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  confined  his 
argument  to  the  case  of  lineals  instead 
of  dealing  with  collateral  successions. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
admitted  that,  in  certain  cases,  injustice 
would  be  done  under  this  clause,  and  he 
failed  to  understand  why  such  injustice 
should  be  done.  In  the  very  case  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  himself 
had  put,  whereas  personalty  would  only 
have  to  pay  £3,500,  real  estate  would 
have  to  pay  £5,159,  or  a  disparity  of 
taxation  amounting  to  nearly  two  years* 
income  of  the  estate.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  defended  the 
clause  on  the  ground  that  its  effect 
would  be  merely  temporary,  and  he  had 
pointed  out  that  it  dealt  only  with  cases 
where  a  first  life  in  settlement  had  come 
to  an  end  before  this  Bill  became  law. 
But  why  should  there  be  this  temporary 
injustice  ?  Would  the  fact  that  the  clause 
was  temporary  be  any  consolation  to 
the  man  who  suffered  present  injustice  ? 
Then  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
said  that  in  the  second  place  this  clause 
dealt  with  Probate  Duty  upon  personal 
property,  and  that  the  Probate  Duty  had 
not  been  paid  upon  realty  in  the  past^ 
and  that  real   property  would  have  to 
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paj  more  in  the  future  in  order  to  make 
up  tor  its  exemption  in  the  past.  It  was 
no  doubt  the  case  that  realtj  had  not 
paid  Probate  Duty  in  the  paet ;  but  if  this 
forgiveness  of  the  Estate  Duty  in  con- 
sideration of  Probate  Dutj  already  paid 
created  an  injustice  as  between  personalty 
and  real  property,  they  said  that  the  fact 
that  in  the  past  real  property  had  not 
paid  Probate  Duty  would  not  console 
those  persons  who  were  suffering  injus- 
tice at  the  hands  of  the  Government 
now.  In  the  third  portion  of  his  argu- 
ment the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
pointed  out  that  his  hon.  Friend  had  ap- 
parently taken  no  notice  of  the  fact  that 
this  Probate  Duty  was  paid  a  long  time 
ago,  and  that  interest  might  be  assumed 
to  have  accrued  to  the  Treasury  during 
all  these  years,  and  that  it  was  only  fair 
now  to  placo.a  greater  burden  upon  realty 
in  order  to  exact  from  it  the  payments 
which  it  had  hitherto  avoided. 

Mr.  B,  T.  BEID  was  understood  to 
say  that  in  the  case  of  personalty  released 
under  this  clause  by  reason  of  payment 
of  the  Probate  Duty,  it  might  be  that 
the  Probate  Duty  was  paid  a  long  time 
ago. 

Ms.  WYNDHAM  (continuing)  said, 
he  thought  the  arguments  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  rather  weakened 
than  strengthened  his  case.  He  ad- 
mitted that  this  plea  could  only  be  put 
in  where  the  Probate  Duty  was  paid  a  long 
time  ago.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen« 
tleman  was  really  inviting  them  to  a 
repetition  of  arguments  from  which  he 
(Mr.  Wyndham)  would  willingly  refrain. 
He  pointed  to  |the  disparity  in  the  past, 
and  they  on  their  side  could  rejoin  if  they 
wished  with  arguments  to  show  that  that 
disparity  was  not  without  its  justifica- 
tion. They  had  constantly  brought  for- 
ward cases  of  anomalies  and  (injustice 
which  were  invariably  met  by  the  cry 
for  symmetry.  Only  that  evening  the 
hon.  Member  for  Islington  brought  for- 
ward a  most  glaring  anomaly,  and  it  was 
swept  aside  by  the  statement  that  under 
this  Bill  a  great  scheme  had  been  arrived 
at  which  would  equalise  the  Death 
Duties,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to 
depart  from  the  principle  of  that  magni- 
ficent conception.  That  was  all  very 
well,  but  he  could  hardly  conceive  that 
a  responsible  Government  should  per- 
petuate injustices  under  the  guise  of 
giving  symmetry  to  a  Budget  BilK    The 


Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  excused 
himself  for  refusing  to  make  changes  in 
the  Bill  at  this  the  eleventh  hour,  but  he 
might  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  even  the  most  eminent  academicians 
did  not  disdain  to  avail  themselves  of 
Varnishing  Day  in  order  to  correct  any 
small  defects  that  they  might  have  dis- 
covered to  exist  in  their  pictures. 

Sir  W.  HABCOUBT  said,  he  might 
remind  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
sat  down  that  if  to-day  was  Yaruishing 
Day,  it  was  Private  View  Day  to-morrow. 
The  Government  absolutely  accepted  the 
principle  of  equality,  and  they  did  not 
go  back  upon  that  principle  at  all.  He 
would  like  to  point  out  that  the  case  for 
payment  of  the  Probate  Duty  was  not  at 
all  the  same  as  that  for  payment  of  the 
Probate  Duty.  Probate  Duty  being  taken 
out  of  the  estate,  they  were  not  com- 
paring like  with  like.  Coming  to  the 
question  of  equality,  he  must  deny  that 
any  inequality  in  the  treatment  of  the 
two  classes  of  property  would  occur 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  in  the 
future.  At  the  same  time,  they  could 
not  have  equality  in  every  instance.  It 
really  depended  upon  the  period  in  which 
the  life  fell.  In  one  instance  there  was 
a  considerable  difference  of  time,  and 
there  would  be  an  advantage  to  per- 
sonalty in  some  cases,  whereas  there 
would  be  an  advantage  to  realty  in 
other  cases.  What  the  Government 
maintained  was  that  in  any  two 
parallel  cases  the  balance  would  be 
about  equal,  and  that  therefore  they 
did  not  depart  from  any  principle  of 
quality.  No  inequality  would  occur  in 
future  under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
in  the  treatment  of  the  two  classes  of 
property.  It  was,  he  maintained,  im- 
possible to  secure  absolute  equality  in 
every  case.  The  whole  question  de- 
pended on  the  period  at  which  the  life 
fell,  and  he  denied  that  the  Government 
proposals  would,  as  had  been  argued, 
always  have  the  effect  of  operating  to 
the  disadvantage  of  realty  as  compared 
with  personalty. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD  (Hackney,  N.) 
suggested  that  it  would  be  advisable  for 
the  Government  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  making  a  recantation  of  the  meaning 
they  had  attached  to  the  words  in  ques- 
tion.   The  matter  had  already  been  dis- 
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cassed  to  some  ex  teat  in  Committee,  but 
be  would  oall  attention  to  the  incidence 
of  duty  in  oases  where  persons  died 
before  and  after  the  commencement  of 
the  Act.  Suppose  A  died  a  few  dajs 
before  the  commencement  of  the  Act, 
leaving  a  limited  interest  in  his  personal 
property  to  B,  who  died  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Act.  The  proviso  in 
the  clause  was  that  if  A*s  estate  paid 
Probate  Duty  upon  wkat  was  left  to  B, 
then  B^s  estate  would  not  have  to  pay. 
The  question  put  to  the  Government 
was  whether  in  any  event  two  duties 
could  be  payable  together.  Certainly, 
tbi  clause  was  quite  clear  that  in  the 
case  he  had  put  B  would  not  have  to  pay 
Estate  Duty.  But  suppose  Probate 
Duty  had  not  been  paid  on  A's  estate, 
and  B  was  ciilled  upon  to  pay,  what 
about  A's  estate  afterwards  ?  He  sub- 
mitted that  it  was  obvious  A^s  estate 
would  still  remain  liable  to  pay  the 
money.  The  duty  cumulative  and  both 
estates  would  be  apparently  liable.  •  The 
Government  said  that  was  not  the  case, 
and  that  in  no  event  could  both 
A  and  B  be  called  upon  to  pay 
duty.  Assuming  that  construction  was 
right,  this  curious  result  would  follow. 
It  was  said  that  the  object  of  these 
provisions  was  .to  make  executors 
diligent  in  paying  Probate  Duty ;  but 
evidently,  instead  of  making  A^s  execu- 
tors diligent,  this  would  have  exactly  the 
opposite  eifect,  and  cause  them  to  delay 
the  payment  in  order  to  throw  it  upon  B. 
It  almost  recalled  the  incident  of  the 
schoolmaster  who  punished  one  boy  be- 
cause another  had  broken  his  companion's 
head,  for  A  would  be  rewarded  by  ex- 
emption from  payment  of  Probate  Dnty 
because  B's  estate  would  be  liable  to 
pay.  Surely  the  clause  meant  nothing 
of  the  kind,  and  A's  estate  must  in  any 
event  remain  liable  for  payment  of  Pro- 
bate Duty  whether  B.  had  to  pay  Estate 
Duty  or  not.  The  second  sub-section 
stated  distinctly  that  in  the  ease  of  a 
person  dying  before  the  commencement 
of  the  Act,  the  duties  mentioned' in  the 
first  schedule  should  continue  payable. 
Some  satisfactory  explanation  ought  to 
be  given  by  the  Government,  and  if  they 
stiil  insisted  on  the  meaning  previously 
given  he  woiild  ask  the  House  to  divide. 
As,  however,  the  Solicitor  General  had  a 
subsequent  Amendment  in  the  same 
clause  (Clause  21,  page  15,  line  25)  after 

Mr,  Bousjield 


the  words  '*  has  been  paid,"  lo  insert  "  or 
is  payable  "  that  showed  what  the  inten- 
tion of  the  clause  was,  and  that  in  any 
event  the  unpaid  duty  would  have  to  be 
paid  whether  B's  estate  had  paid  it  or 
not. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  15,  line 
23,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  "  Act," 
to  the  word  "unless,"  in  line  25. — (Mr, 
Bousfield.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
*  in  respect  of  which  property '  stand  part 
of  the  Bill," 

Mr.  REID  was  not  quite  sure  that 
he  rightly  apprehended  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  point,  but  it  was 
clear  the  clause  could  only  be  interpreted 
by  retaining  the  words  proposed  to  be 
expunged  by  this  Amend noent,  because 
without  them  the  whole  mining  of  the 
clause  would  be  cut  down  from  the  Go- 
vernment's point  of  view,  A  declaration 
would  be  substituted  that  in  respect  of 
all  property  settled  before  the  passing  of 
this  Act  no  duty  at  all  would  be  payable. 
That  was  how  the  words  would  read,  and 
there  was  no  question  of  latent  ambiguity 
or  doubt.  The  Amendment  could  not  be 
accepted,  and  he  hoped  would  not  be 
pressed. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  R.  T.  Reid,  the 
following    Amendments     were     agreed 
tor- 
Page     15,     line     25,     after    "Act^' 
insert — 

"or  the  duty  imyable  on  any  representation 
or  inventory  under  any  Act  in  force  before  The 
Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Act,  1881." 

Line  2oj  after  "  paid,"  insert  *'  or  is 
payable." 

Mr.  BYRNE  (Essex,  Walstamstow) 
moved,  in  page  16,  line  1,  to  leave 
out  "a"  and  insert  "any."  This  was 
in  one  sense  a  merely  clerical  alteration, 
but  was  required  by  the  Amendment 
which  came  afterwards. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Formal  Amendments. 

Mr.  BYRNE  moved,  in  page  1 6,  line  1 , 
leave  out "  which  has  taken  effect  before," 
and  insert  *<  whether  made  before  or  after." 
A  rather  important  question  of  principle 
was  raised  here,  and  it  was  desirable  that 
the  words  should  be  inserted,  making  the 
clause  apply  to  dispositions  of  property 
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in  the  f  ulnre  as  well  aa  in  the  past.  It 
was  reasonable  and  fair  that  the  same 
principle  should  be  applied  in  cases  of 
income  of  property  settled  by  husband  or 
wife.  In  other  parts  of  the  Bill  similar 
views  had  been  carried  out.  It  did  not 
seem  right  that  where  money  had  been 
settled  on  marriage  the  survivor  should 
be  called  upon  to  pay  upon  his  or  her 
own  property. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  16,  line 
1,  to  leave  out  the  words  "which  has 
taken  effect  before/*  in  order  to  insert  the 
words  "  whether  made  before  or  after." — 
(Mr.  Byrne,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
.*  which  has  taken  effect  before '  stand  part 
of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  R.  T.  REID  said,  the  question, 
of  course,  would  be  where  the  property 
came  from.  It  was  not  right  now  to  ask 
the  House  to  enter  on  a  discussion  upon 
cross*remainders.  The  effect  of  the 
Amendment  would  be  to  apply  not  to 
these  cases  alone,  but  to  all  transactions 
whatever.  It  was  a  pity  these  questions 
should  be  raised  over  and  over  again,  and 
it  was  really  not  very  encouraging  to  the 
Government  in  their  efforts  to  meet  the 
views  of  hon.  Members  opposite.  This 
point  relating  to  husband  and  wife  had 
already  been  exhaustively  discussed  in 
Committee,  and  he  could  not  change  the 
attitude  he  had  then  taken  up. 

•Sir  M.  hicks-beach  said,  that  if 
his  hon.  Friend  went  to  a  Division  he 
should  vote  with  him.  He  did  not  see 
why  the  sub-section  should  not  be  made 
applicable  to  the  future.  No  doubt  it 
had  given  rise  to  more  than  one  discus- 
sion since  the  first  proposal  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Grimsby  that  all 
property  passing  between  husband  and 
wife  should  be  exempted  from  duty. 
He  entirely  exonerated  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  from  any  charge  of 
failing  to  keep  his  promise  ;  but 
he  did  not  think  that  an  exact  repre- 
sentation had  been  given  of  what  then 
took  place.  He  had  then  called 
atteution  to  the  possibility  that  sur- 
viving husbands  or  wives  might  have 
to  pay  Estate  Duty  on  property  which 
had  been  their  own.  That  objection  was 
entirely  acceded  to  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  who  acknowledged  that 
that  was  not  the  intention,  and  the  hon. 
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and  learned  Gentleman  t promised,  if  it 
was  found  to  be  the  effect  of  the  Bill, 
that  he  would  introduce  a  sub-section 
to  prevent  it.  Not  only  was  there 
this  hardship  in  the  case  of  existing 
but  also  as  regarded  future  settlements, 
and  property  should  not  be  liable  to  duty 
in  the  event  of  again  coming  into  the 
possession  of  the  persons  who  had  for- 
merly possessed  it.  The  Exchequer 
would  not  lose  by  this  exemption,  be- 
cause if  it  were  not  granted,  new  settle- 
ments might  be  so  made  as  to  secure 
the  same  result.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  charged  the  Opposition 
with  obtaining  concessions  in  order  to  get 
something  more  ;  but  if  this  principle 
was  right,  it  ought  surely  to  be  applied 
to  the  future  as  well  as  to  the  past.  That 
was  all  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
desired. 
•Mr.  butcher  could  not  understand 
why,  if  this  exemption  was  justly  applied 
to  this  very  useful  class  of  settlements 
before  the  Act,  it  should  not  equally  apply 
to  them  after  the  Act  came  into  opera- 
tion. The  principle  had  been  admitted 
by  the  Solicitor  General  to  be  just  and 
equitable,  and  he  should  support  the 
Amendment.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  well  knew  there  were  reasons 
familiar  to  all  lawyers  wliy  these  par- 
ticular kinds  of  settlements  were  useful 
where  the  husband  gave  the  first  life 
interest  to  himself  and  then  to  his  wife. 
He  had  no  desire  to  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion on  cross-remainders,  but  it  was  hardly 
right  for  the  Solicitor  General  to  meet 
these  objections  by  saying  that  a  con- 
veyancer would  be  easily  able  to  evade 
payment  of  duty  in  these  cases. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  182  ; 
Noes  120.— (Divijjion  List,  No.  185.) 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD  (Hackney,  N.) 
said  he  wished  to  move  as  a  new  sub- 
section to  the  clause — 

(6.)  "  In  the  case  of  any  land  in  respect  of 
which  Estate  Duty  is  leviable,  where  the  person 
accountable  for  the  duty  have  elected  to  pay  it 
by  yearly  instalments,  and  such  land  is  farmed 
by  the  owner  himself  or  person  accountable 
for  the  duty,  there  shall  be  allowed  in  respect 
of  every  instalment  of  duty  an  abatement  at 
the  rate  of  lOs.  per  acre  in  respect  of  every 
acre  of  such  land  under  cultivation  for  wheat 
in  the  year  preceding  the  date  when  the  instal- 
ment became  due." 

This  Amendment  was  designed  to  meet 
the   case  of  the  yeoman  farmer  or  owner 
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farmiug  his  own  land  aud  to  deal  with  a 
question  of  national  importance — wheat 
supply.  The  object  of  the  Amendment 
was,  as  far  as  possible,  to  discourage  the 
rapid  going-out  of  cultivation  of  wheat 
land.  It  was  admitted  on  all 
sides  that  the  new  Estate  Dutj, 
bj  denuding  the  land  of  capital,  would 
tend  to  turn  wheat  land  into  pasture. 
That  was  a  fact  which  could  hardly  be 
controverted.  The  duty  would  have  the 
effect  of  displacing  a  large  number  of 
agricultural  labourers,  a  circumstance 
which  was  of  great  importance  in  rela- 
tion to  our  food  supply.  Already  two- 
thirds  of  our  wheat  supply  came  .from 
abroad.  We  produced  only  some 
7,000,000  quarters  per  annum,  whilst  we 
imported  30,000,000  quarters.  We  were 
every  year  growing  more  and  more  de- 
pendent on  foreign  supplies.  In  the 
event  of  war  our  Navy  must  be  sufficient 
not  only  to  protect  our  shores,  but  to 
keep  open  our  lines  of  communication  so 
as  to  enable  us  for  a  period  of  two  or 
three  years  to  keep  our  food  supplies 
coming  into  the  country  month  by  month 
and  week  by  week.  No  prudent  man 
would  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact  that  one 
result  of  a  war  might  be  to  cut  us  off 
from  our  sources  of  supply  and  compel 
us  to  rely  upon  our  supplies.  Even  if 
our  Navy  might  be  sufficient  to  prevent 
an  enemy  landing  on  our  shores,  we 
might  find  ourselves  in  the  position  of  a 
beleagured  fortress,  being  unable  to  keep 
open  our  lines  of  communication,  and, 
seeing  that  we  only  kept  in  the  country 
provisions  for  three  months,  the  outlook 
was  serious.  In  this  Bill  they  were 
about  to  deal  a  blow  upon  the  man  who 
farmed  his  own  land — a  blow  which, 
though  it  might  not  prevent  him  farm- 
ing, at  all  events  would  prevent  him  from 
continuing  the  growth  of  wheat.  The 
object  of  the  Amendment  was  to 
enable  him  to  go  on  growing 
wheat.  The  amount  which  he  would 
be  saved  would  be  small — only  36. 
a  quarter,  but  that  would  be  sufficient  to 
induce  him  to  go  on  wheat  growing. 
More  than  a  third  of  the  land  upon  which 
wheat  used  to  be  grown  had  gone  out  of 
cultivation  during  the  past  25  years. 
The  danger  was  a  growing  one,  and 
would  be  intensified  by  the  system  of 
taxation  we  had  adopted.     He  did  not 

f repose    to    elaborate    the    case  more. 
''  Hear,  hear  I "]     Hon.  Members  said 

Mr»  Bousfield 


"  Hear,  hear.**  He  was  sorry  they  should 
think  that  an  eventuality  of  this  sort 
which  was  certainly  a  possibility  was 
not  a  thing  worth  considering  in  retation 
to  this  new  mode  of  taxation.  He  re- 
spected the  cheer,  however,  in  one  sense, 
and  would  bring  his  remarks  to  a  speedy 
conclusion.  As  to  cost,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer could  have  no  excuse  on  that 
ground.  He  might,  even  at  the  eleventh 
hour,  make  the  concession.  There  were 
over  2,000,000  acres  of  land  in  this 
country  under  wheat  cultivation.  About 
a  quarter  of  that  would  come  under  the 
Bill  at  a  time  paying  the  eight  yearly 
instalments,  and  if  a  fifth  of  that  were 
cultivated  by  the  owners  it  would  make 
100,0(X)  acres.  A  charge  of  10s.  an 
acre  would  come  to  £50,000,  but  that 
would  only  be  the  amount  charged  when 
the  Bill  came  into  full  sweep.  In  the 
first  year  it  would  not  be  more  than  one- 
tenth  or  £500.  The  question  of  cost  to 
the  Revenue,  therefore,  was  not  a  very 
serious  matter,  but  he  ventured  to  hope 
that  it  would  be  discussed  as  a  question 
of  principle.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might 
say  that  this  would  be  introducing  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge  of  Protection.  It 
would  only  be  so  in  the  sense  that  they 
would  be  protecting  themselves  against 
a  national  danger.  Protection  would 
tend  to  increase  the  price  of  wheat,  but 
this  proposal  would  have  an  exactly 
opposite  effect.  It  would  be  reliering 
the  owners  of  the  land  of  a  part  of  their 
burden,  and  enable  them  for  national 
purposes  to  continue  a  particular  system 
of  cultivation. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  16,  line 
5,  to  insert,  as  a  new  sub-section,  the 
words — 

(6)  In  the  case  of  any  land  in  respect  of 
which  Bstate  Duty  is  leviable,  where  the  per- 
son accountable  for  the  duty  has  elected  to  pay 
it  by  yearly  instalments,  and  such  land  is 
farmed  by  the  owner  himself  or  person  account- 
able for  the  duty,  there  shall  be  allowed  in 
respect  of  every  instalment  of  duty  an  abate- 
ment at  the  rate  of  10s.  per  acre  in  respect  of 
every  acre  of  such  land  under  cultivation  for 
wheat  in  the  year  preceding  the  date  when  the 
instalment  became  due."—  (JTr.  Bousfield.') 

Question  proposed  '*  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT  said,  this  was 
a  most  singular  proposal,  and  it  would 
have  most  singular  effects.     If  such  a 
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scheme  was  to  be  adopted  it  must  be,  he 
thought,  for  the  snceessors  of  the  present 
Government  to  propose.  He  must  point 
out  tor  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  that 
he  doubted  very  much  whether  in  the 
agricultural  interest  it  was  advantageous 
to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  wheat  in 
this  country,  as  it  was  considered  on  the 
whole  to  be  the  least  remunerative  crop 
that  could  at  present  be  grown.  It 
would,  however,  only  be  in  cases  where 
men  died  that  the  growth  of  wheat 
would  be  encouraged,  and  he  hoped  that 
all  the  owners  of  wheat-J^ind  would  not 
die  within  a  year.  It  was,  therefore, 
evident  that  there  was  a  large  quantity 
of  land  on  which  wheat-growing  would 
not  be  encouraged  for  a  long  series  of 
years.  He  could  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  16,  line 
19,  at  end,  to  insert — 

''The  expression  *  agricultural  property' 
means  agricultural  land,  pasture,  and  wood- 
land, and  also  includes  such  cottages,  farm 
buildings,  farm  houses,  and  mansion  bouses 
(together  with  the  lands  occupied  therewith), 
as  are  of  a  character  appropriate  to  the  pro- 
perty."—(J/r.  R.  T.  B^fid,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.^^ 

Colonel  KEN  YO  N-S  LANE Y 
(Shropshire,  Newport)  wisheil  to  know 
whether  by  one  of  the  curious  legal 
fictions  to  which  Members  were  now 
getting  accustomed  "lands*'  meant 
^  waters  '*  ?  In  view  of  the  increasing 
interest  that  was  being  taken  in  the 
cultivation  of  Bah,  trhere  was  an  increas- 
ing value  in  fishjionds,  and  such  like 
waters,  which  were  formerly  of  very 
little  value.  If  the  Law  Officers  assured 
him  that  for  this  purpose  land  was  water 
and  water  was  land  he  should  be  very 
glad  to  accept  the  assurance. 

Mr.  R.  T.  REID  :  "  Lands  "  mean 
waters. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  R.  T.  REID  moved^  in  page  16, 
line  21,  to  leave  ont  the  words  "or  held 
upon  the  trusts  of."  He  said  he  had 
accepted  these  words  as  an  Amendment 
in  Committee,  thinking  they  were  harm- 
less. He  now  found  that  they  were  un- 
necessary, and  that  it  would  be  injurious 
to  insert  them. 


Amendment  proposed,  in  page  16,  line 
21,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  or  held  upon 
the  trusts  of."— (^fr.  B.  T.  Beid.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill," 
put,  and  negatived, 

Mr.  BYRNE  moved,  in  page  17,  Hue 
7,  to  leave  out  "  whether."  He  said  it 
seemed  to  him  that  a  tenant-in-tail  in 
possession  was  a  person  who  might  fairly 
be  deemed  to  be  competent  to  dispose  of 
property,  but  that  a  tenant-in-tail  not  in 
possession,  and  who  never  came  into 
possession,  conid  not  be  regarded  as 
competent  to  dispose. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  17,  line 
7,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  whether/' — 
{Mr.  Byrne,) 

Question,  "  That  the  word  '  whether  * 
stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BYRNE  next  moved,  in  page  17, 
line  7,  to  leave  out  "or  not,"  and 
insert  "  and  a  person  entitled  to  a  base 
fee  continuing  after  his  death."  He  said 
he  trusted  that  the  Attorney  Greneral 
would  give  him  some  answer  to  this 
Amendment.  When  the  matter  was  dis- 
cussed in  Committee  he  understood  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  say  that 
the  point  was  covered  by  one  of  the 
s^ctious  of  the  Act,  and  he  (Mr.  Byrne) 
had  put  the  Amendment  down  again  in 
order  to  get  a  definite  opinion  on  the 
point. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  17,  line 
7,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  or  not,"  and 
insert  the  words  "and  a  person  entitled 
to  a  base  fee  continuing  after  bis  death.** 
—{Mr.  Byrne.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
*  or  not '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

•Sir  J.  RIGBY  said,  he  certainly  had 
said  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  provide 
here  for  the  case  of  a  lease  fee  not  con- 
tinuing after  the  death,  and  he  was  of 
the  same  opinion  now. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  agreed  to.  ^ 

Mr.  graham  MURRAY  said,  he 
had  placed  on  the  Paper  an  Amendment 
in  page  18,  line  16,  to  leave  out  from 
"  shall,"  to  end  of  line  20,  and  insert — 

'*mean  property,  whether  heritable  or    move* 
able,  the  title  to  which  is  by  any  disposition 
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will,  deed  of  entail,  settlement,  or  other  deed 
Riven  to  any  persons  in  succession,  whether  by 
way  of  life  rent,  or  life  rents  and  fee,  or  by 
way  of  <iubetitution. 

(14)  For  the  purposes  of  Section  fi\«,  sub- 
section (b),  the  expression  *  competent  to  dis- 
pose of  such  property'  shall  in  the  case  of  en- 
taile<l  property  be  held  to  apply  to  such  insti- 
tutes or  heirs  of  entail  as  can  disentail  without 
ctmscnts. " 

He  said  the  object  of  the  Araendment 
was  to  secure  the  equalisation  of  taxa- 
tion as  between  England  and  Scotland. 
After  considerable  debate  on  the  pro- 
posal in  Committee,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  gave  an  undertaking 
that  the  matter  would  be  looked  into, 
and  as  a  result  of  that  undertaking  he 
was  glad  to  find  an  Amendment  standing 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Advocate.  He 
(Mr.  Murray)  could  not  help  thinking 
that  the  method  proposed  in  his  own 
Amendment  was,  as  far  as  draftsmanship 
was  concerned,  the  better  of  the  two,  but 
he  admitted  that  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses there  was  no  difference  in  the  re- 
suit  that  would  be  secured.  He  (Mr. 
Murray)  began  at  the  one  end,  and  the 
Lord  Advocate  'began  at  the  other. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  would  be 
for  the  convenience  of  the  House  that  he 
(Mr.Mnrray)  should  not  move  the  Amend- 
ments standing  in  his  name. 

•The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour,  Clackmannan,  &c.)  then  moved 
the  Amendment  standing  in  his  name. 
He  said,  it  appeared  to  him  better  to 
make  a  substantive  provision  on  the 
subject  than  to  deal  with  it  by  reference. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  18,  line 
20,  at  end,  insert — 

"  Where  an  entailed  estate  passes  on  the 
death  of  the  deceased  to  an  institute  or 
heir  of  entail  who  is  not  entitled  to  disenttiil 
such  estate  without  either  obtaining  the  consent 
of  one  or  more  subsequent  heirs  of  entail,  or 
having  the  consent  of  such  one  or  more  subse- 
quent heirs  valued  and  dispensed  with,  Settle- 
ment Estate  Duty  as  well  as  Estate  Duty  shall 
be  paid  in  respect  of  such  estate,  but  neither 
Estate  Duty  nor  Settlement  Estate  Duty  shall 
be  payable  again  in  respect  of  such  estate  until 
such  estate  Is  disentailed,  or  until  an  heir  of 
entail  to  whom  it  passes  on  or  subsequent  to 
the  death  of  the  institute  or  heir  first  men- 
tioned, and  who  is  entitled  to  disentail  it  with- 
out obUining  the  consent  of:  any  subsequent 
heir  or  heirs,  or  having  the  consent  of  any  sub. 
sequent  heir  or  heirs  valued  and  dispensed  ^ith, 
dies."— (n<r  Lord  Adrocate.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,''  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Graham  Murray 
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Amendment  proposed^  in  page  18,  after 
line  20,  insert — 

"  Where  an  institute  or  har  of  entail  in 
possession  of  an  entailed  estate  who  is  not 
entitled  to  disentail  such  estate  without  either 
obtaining  the  consent  of  one  or  more  subsequent 


heirs  of  entail,  or  having  the  consent  of  such  one 
or  more  subsequent  heirs  valued  and  dispensed 
with,  has  paid  Estate  Duty  in  respect  of  such 
estate,  and  afterwards  disentails  such  estate,  he 
shall  be  entitletl  to  deduct  from  the  value  in 
money  of  the  expectancy  or  interest  in  such 
estate  of  such  one  or  more  subsequent  heirs, 
payable  by  him  to  them  in  respect  of  their 
consents  having  been  granted  or  dispensed  with^ 
a  proper  rateable  part  of  the  Estate  Duty  paid 
by  him* as  aforesaH."  — (7%<?  Lord  Advocate,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  18,  line 
32,  after  the  word  "proper,"  to  insert — 

"  The  Court  may  in  such  order  specify  the  time 
and  place  at  which,  the  ijerson  by  whom,  and 
the  advertisement  or  notice  after  which  the 
sale  shall  be  made,  and  may  ordain  the  person 
in  whom  the  property  is  vested  to  grant  a  dis- 
position thereof  in  favour  of  the  purchaser, 
and  if  the  person  in  whom  the  property  is  vested 
refuses  or  fails  to  do  so,  the  Court  shall  grant 
authority  to  the  clerk  of  Court  to  execute  such 
disposition,  and  such  disposition  so  executed 
shall  be  as  valid  as  if  it  had  been  executed  by 
the  person  in  whom  the  property  is  vested." — 
(The  Lord  Advocate,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  .in  page  18,  line 
42,  after  the  word  "  vested,"  to  insert — 

"  and  shall  be  a  first  charge  upon  the  property 
after  any  debt  or  incumbranoe  for  which  an 
allowance  is  directed  to  be  made  under  this 
Act,  in  determining  the  value  of  the  property 
for  the  purpose  of  Estate  Duty."— (2%c  Lord 
Adtoeate,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mk.  graham  MURRAY  said,  the 
Amendment  standing  in  his  name  upon 
the  Paper  and  another  Amendment  that 
went  after  it  dealt  with  two  different 
questions,  but  both  having  relation  to  the 
same  subject.  He  might  say  that  this 
plan  of  applying  to  the  Court  for  the 
granting  of  a  charge  upon  an  estate  to 
the  perEon  applying,  not  the  proprietor, 
was  certainly  unfamiliar  to  them,  and  in 
Committee  he  ventured  to  submit  that 
the  clause  would  be  found  to  be  not  very 
workable.  That  remark,  he  thought, 
had  been  justified  by  the  insertion  of  the 
Amendment  just  now  by  the  Lord 
Advocate.  In  the  clause  as  it  stood  not 
only  would  the  anfiortunate  proprietor 
of  an  estate  be  bound  to  have  the  estate 
charged,  but  the  result  of  the  words  used 
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would  be  80  striDgent  that  the  remedy 
given  agsinst  him  would  be  very  much  in 
advance  of  that  given  iu  the  kindred 
provision  in  the  ease  of  England.  He 
wotild  not  only  be  liable  to  be  sued  as 
the  English  proprietor  on  the  covenant 
in  the  mortgage^  but  lie  would  also  be 
liable  to  be  distressed  by  summary  dili- 
gence, which,  if  he  might  translate  it  for 
the  benefit  of  the  English  lawyers,  was 
equivalent  to  this :  that  he  would  have 
the  same  execution  distressed  against  him 
a&  if  he  signed  a  bill  of  exchange  for  the 
amount ;  that  was  to  say,  that  within  six 
days  he  could  be  made  bankrupt.  He 
therefore  hoped  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, together  with  these  words,  which 
were  not  down    on  the  Paper — 

*'Tbat  aothiog  herein  contained  qkiall  make 
the  duty  recoverable  by  these  Sub-gections 
(a)  and  (b)  recoverable  at  anv  earlier  time 
than  if  it  had  been  recoverable  by  direct 
action  against  the  persons  legally  liable  for 
the  dutieg." 

Sir  W.  HAKCOURT  :  We  agree. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  Clause  23, 
page  18,  line  42,  at  end,  add — 

*'  Provided  also  that  sammary  diligence  shall 
not  be  competent  thereuixjn."—  {Mr,  Graham 
Murray.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  iu  page  20, 
line  42,  at  end,  add — 

^  This  section  shall  not  affect  the  oontinaance 
after  the  30th  day  of  June,  1895,  of  the  duties 
existing  prior  to  this  section  taking  effect.'* — 
{Mr,  JL  T,  Eeid.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  big  wood  (Middlesex,  Brent- 
wood) said,  by  the  Amendment  standing 
in  his  name  bis  object  was  to  save  the 
smaller  brewer,  who  might  be  called  the 
cottage  brewer,  and  to  ensure  if  possible 
a  better  description  of  beer  finding  its 
way  to  the  agricultural  labourer.  There 
was  a  time  when  the  Liberal  Party  were 
very  anxious  indeed  to  improve  the 
q^oality  of  the  poor  mau*s  beer  aud  to 
leaaen  its  cost,  and  he  would  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  in 
this  popular  and  democratic  Budget  he 
could  not  find  ways  and  means  to  relieve 
these  unfortunate  men,  who  might  be  re« 
garded  as  a  diminishing  quantity.  This 
Amendment  was  directed  only  to  the  case 
of  the  exemption  of  those  who  brewed 
over  five  quarters  of  malt  per  week — for 


that  was  what  a .  thousand  barrels 
amounted  to-^and  on  that  the  increased 
duty  amounted  to  dd.  per  bushel,  or 
considerably  over  6  per  cent,  on  the 
cost  of  the  malt,  and  in  the  ease  of 
the  smaller  brewers  it  would  amount 
to  almost  the  wages  of  one  man  in  the 
entire  year.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  could  make  this  concescion  it  would 
be  very  popular.  <)f  course,  it  was  for 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  con- 
sider whether  the  Revenue  could  afford  to 
lose  so  much  money,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knew  better  than  he  did  the 
amount  which  would  be  lost ;  but  he 
(the  hon.  Member)  was  of  opinion  that 
the  loss  would  be  comparatively  small 
compared  with  the  good  it  would  do.  He 
had  no  wish  at  that  time  of  the  evening 
to  press  the  matter  or  to  repeat  argu- 
ments which  had  been  brought  forward 
before,  and  he  should  be  glad  to  hear  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  reply. 
He  therefore  begged  leave  to  move  his 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  21,  line 
10,  after  the  word  "  gravity,"  to  insert 
the  words— 

**  But  this  extra  Excise  Duty  of  6d.  per  gallon 
shall  not  be  chargeable  upon  those  brewing 
1,000  barrels  or  less  per  annum,  and  a  graduated 
and  reduced  duty  shall  be  chargeable  upon  all 
persons  brewing  less  than  5,000  and  more  than 
1,000  barrels  per  annum."— (J/r  Bigioovd,) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  said,  he 
feared  his  feeling  for  the  brewers  had 
been  blunted  by  the  frequently  repeated 
assertion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wimbledon  (Mr.  Bonsor)  tljat  under  no 
circumstances  would  the  brewers  pay 
this  tax  at  all.  The  hon.  Member  had 
said  that  over  and  over  again,  and  there- 
fore he  did  not  see  that  there  was  any 
particular  ground  for  the  exemption  of 
brewers  who  were  not  going  to  pay. 
Some  people  were  said  to  be  more 
loyalist  than  the  King,  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  more  of  a  graduator  than  Her 
Majesty^s  Government.  If  they  were  to 
apply  the  principle  of  valuation  to 
brewers,  and  to  graduate  the  taxation  of 
Excise  licences  according  to  the  amount 
a  man  dealt  in,  they  must  apply  it  to  the 
dealers  in  every  commodity — to  publi- 
cai^s,  tea  dealers,  and  so  forth.  But  the 
real  truth  was  that  these  small  brewers 
had  the  relief  already.  The  hon.  Member 
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for  Wimbledon  (Mr.  Bonsor)  was  very 
muoh  surprised  when  be  quoted  tbe 
Income  Tax  Returns  of  tbe  brewers,  but 
onto!  10,000  brewers  only  2,000  paid 
the  tax,  and  therefore  the  small  brewers 
got  the  relief  they  desired  in  respect  of 
the  Income  Tax  if  they  did  not  pay. 
This  was  the  reason  why  he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  BIGWOOD  said,  that  after  tbe 
remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  he 
would  not  press  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  round  (Essex,  N.E.,  Harwich) 
moved  the  following  Amendment,  in 
page  22,  line  15,  at  end,  insert — 

"  Tn  estimating  the  annual  value  of  any  lands 
for  the  purpose  of  Schedule  B,  according  to  The 
Income  Tax,  1853,  the  General  Commissioners 
of  Income  Tax  for  England  and  Wales  may,  if 
they  think  fit,  estimate  such  value  at  les  than 
the  gross  estimated  rental  at  which  such  lands 
are  assessed  to  the  rate  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor." 

In  submitting  this  Amendment  to  the 
House  he  might  say  his  object  was  to 
make  it  clear  that  the  Commissioners  of 
Income  Tax  might  assess  properties  at 
the  annual  value  without  necessarily 
following  the  poor  rate  assessment.  As 
he  understood  it,  the  law  that  governed 
assessments  was  the  Statute  of  1842. 
What  he  contended  was,  that  sometimes 
the  plan  laid  down  In  the  Act  was  not 
followed,  and  that  an  unreasonable  mode 
of  assessment  was  followed,  particularly 
in  country  districts  where  the  assessment 
was  not  uniform.  The  poor  rate  assess- 
ment was  often  not  reasonable,  and  the 
Income  Tax  assessments  very  often 
followed  the  same  basis.  A  case 
occurred  the  other  day  in  the  County  of 
Suffolk  wh^re  an  appeal  was  brought  up 
at  the  Ipswich  Quarter  Sessions.  In 
this  case  the  farmer  was  assessed  at 
double  the  rent,  which  seemed  to  him  to 
be  most  unreasonable.  All  he  wanted 
was  that  the  Income  Tax  Commissioners 
if  they  thought  fit  should  assess  the 
property  according  to  their  own  idea  of 
the  value,  and  should  not  necessarily  take 
the  poor  law  assessment  as  their  basis. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  22, 
line  15,  after  the  word  "Act,"  to  insert 
the  words, — 

"  In  estimating  the  annual  value  of  any  lands 
for  the  purpose  of  Schedule  B,  according  to  ^he 
Income  Tax  Act,  1853,  the  General  Comniis- 
sioners  of  Income  Tax  for  England  and  Wa!^ 
may,  if  they  think  fit,  estimate  such  value  ttt 

Sir  W.  Hareourt 


less  than  the  gross  estimated  rental  at  which 
such  lands  are  assessed  to  the  rate  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor."— (ilTr.  Rimnd,) 

Question  proposed, "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.** 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  said,  the 
Amendment  was  unnecessary  because, 
under  the  existing  law,  the  Income  Tax 
Commissioners  were  not  bound  to  take 
the  assessment  of  the  Assessment  Com- 
missioners. No  doubt,  as  a  rule,  they 
would  follow  it,  and  where  the  assess- 
ments were  well  managed  there  wbs  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  do  so.  He 
thought  the  case  referred  to  by  tbe  hon. 
Member  must  be  a  very  rare  one,  but  he 
could  assure  him  that  what  he  desired  to 
accomplish  existed  already,  and  that  the 
Commissioners  were  not  bound  by  the 
assessments  of  the  Assessment  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  said,  it  was  quite 
true  the  Commissioners  had  the  power, 
but  it  was  very  rarely  that  they  used  it, 
as  they  generally  fell  back  upon  the  poor 
law  assessment,  and  when  a  strong  case 
was  made  out  they  said  ^  have  tbe  other 
assessment  altered,  we  cannot  consider  it 
until  you  have." 

•Sir  M.  hicks-beach  said,  he 
also  knew  several  cases  where  the  Sur- 
veyors of  Taxes  had  persuaded  the  local 
Commissioners  that  they  had  not  the 
power  to  reduce  the  assessment  of  tbe 
Income  Tax  l>eIow  the  assessment  of  the 
poor  rate.  After  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said  as  to  the  state  of 
the  law,  in  which  he  entirely  concurred, 
he  trusted  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  direct  the  Inland  Revenue  Com- 
missioners to  issue  such  instructions  as 
might  set  the  matter  right.  This  was  a 
real  grievance,  not  only  in  respect  of  the 
Income  Tax  in  such  cases  as  those  referred 
to,  but  alsoln  tbe  case  of  tbe  tithe.  In 
those  cases — many  of  which  were  to  be 
found  in  Essex — where  farms  stood  at 
a  nominal  rent,  the  Assessment  Com* 
mittees  were  extremely  reluctant  to  lower 
the  assessment  of  the  poor  rate  to  the 
actual  rent  of  the  farm,  because  by  doing  so 
they  increased  the  rates  falling  on  other 
occupiers  in  the  parish,  and  therefore  it 
was  extremely  important  that  the  Com- 
missioners should  exercise  their  discretion 
and  assess  the  Income  Tax  quite  irrespec- 
tive of  the  poor  rate.  If  they  did  not, 
it  was  quite  impossible  for  the  owner  of 
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>od  to  avail  himself  of  the  provi- 
Bionm  of  the  Tithe  Act  of  1891  ;  not  only 
woalcl  he  be  overcharged  for  Income  Tax, 
bat  be  would  be  unable  to  obtain  that 
ieiia£  from  tithe  that  Parliament  intended 
for  bim. 

Si«  W.  HARCOURT  said,  that  if 
infltnietions  were  issued  he  hoped  the 
right;  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends 
wocil^l  induce  the  Assessment  Commis- 
noDers  to  estimate  property  at  its  real 

Xmendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

•Mr.  darling  (Deptford)  was  pro- 
eeedinj^  to  move  the  following  Amend- 
ment standing  in  his  name — 

"  ProTideil  that  wherever  the  incomes  of  any 
niiried  woman  and  her  husband  do  not  together 
imoant  to  the  sum  of  £500  a  year,  the  income, 
nofitj,  orgAintu  of  any  such  inarrieil  woman  Bhall, 
iwthepariKwes  of  thi«  Act,  be  deemed  to  be  her 
own  Reparatu  income,  and  she  shall  be  charge- 
iWe  with  Income  Tax  thereon  as  though  she 
wwe  Ktaall,v  sole  and  unmarried/* 

Mb.  speaker  pointed  out  that  the 
Amendment  being  similar  to  that  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  it 
woald  be  belter  for  the  hon.  Gentleman 
to  raise  the  discussion  on  the  Amendment 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  said,  that  if  the 
Amei^ment  of  the  hon.  Member  was 
wgitived  he  should  not  be  able  to  move 
his. 

.  Mb.  DARLING  said,  he  would  not 
^e  to  reduce  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
tOMch  a  pitiable  condition. 

Mb.  speaker  :  In  point  of  Order, 
tfct  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ought 
to  h»ve  had  precedence. 

8irW.  HARCOURT  :  Unfortunately 
tife  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  have  moved 
■>tt  Qpon  the  wrong  clause,  upon  Clause 
38  instead  of  Clause  34. 

Mr.  darling  said,  this  was  a  dis- 
^^  that  was  not  made  in  Committee ; 
"•*  as  the  Chancellor  of  Exchequer  did 
^  accept  his  Amendment,  he  would 
*«c  the  discussion  upon  that  of  the 
"fkt  hon.  Gentleman. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  move<l,  in  page 
«,  line  42,  at  end,  add— 

^^^^here  the  total  joint  income  of  a  husband 
*J*tfe charged  to  Income  Tax,  by  way  either 
^••ettinent  or  reduction,  does  not  exceed  five 
"•wljed  poaads,  and,  upon  any  claim  under  thiH 
*<!^  the  Commiaionera  for  the  general  pur- 
P<*Kol  the  Acts  relating  to  Income  Tax  are 
■Ubfied  that  such  total  income  includes  profits 
w  the  wife  derived  from  any  profession^  employ- 


ment, or  vocation  chargeable  under  Schedule  D, 
or  from  any  office  or  employment  of  profit 
chargeable  under  Schcxlule  E,  they  shall  deal 
with  such  claim  as  if  it  were  a  claim  for  exemp- 
tion, or  relief,  or  abatement,  as  the  case  may  l^, 
in  respect  of  such  profits  of  the  wife,  and  a 
separate  claim,  on  the  part  of  the  husband,  for 
exemption,  or  relief,  or  abatement  in  res^iect  of 
the  rest  of  such  total  inc<.)me." 

He  put  down  this  Amendment  in  conse- 
quence of  the  discussion  that  took  plaee 
in  Committee,  and  to  meet  the  case  that 
was  then  referred  to  as  worthy  of  con- 
sideration— namely,  the  case  of  the 
schoolmaster  and  his  wife.  It  was  said 
it  was  very  hard,  where  a  schoolmaster 
married  a  schoolmistress,  that  the  two 
incomes  should  be  added  together,  and 
Income  Tax  chargeil  as  though  it  were 
one  income.  In  consequence,  they  had 
endeavoured  to  meet  that  case,  and  had 
treated  the  several  incomes  below  £500  a 
year  as  having  a  separate  abatement.  This 
Amendment  was  diflTcrent  to  that  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member,  inasmuch  as 
it  did  not  include  incomes  from  invest- 
ments. It  would  be  obviously  unfair  to 
give  a  person  deriving  an  income  from 
investments  an  advantage  that  was  not 
given  to  another  individual  who  earned 
£oOO  a  year. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
l>e  there  added." 

Mu.  DARLIMG  said,  that  of  course, 
so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  could  not 
think  of  opposing  the  Amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  because  it  conceded 
a  great  part  of  what  he  proposed  in  his 
Amendment  which  he  brought  forward 
in  Committee.  However,  he  could  not 
see  how  it  would  be  unjust  to  extend  the 
right  of  exemption  and  abatement  to 
women  who  derived  their  incomes  from 
investments  as  well  as  from  earnings, 
because  if  she  had  not  married  she  would 
obtain  the  abatement,  whether  the  in- 
come were  desirived  from  invests  or  not, 
and  under  the  Married  Women's  Property 
Act  they  had  as  full  a  right  of  spending 
their  incomes  uncontrolled,  as  though 
they  had  not  married.  It  might  be 
gratifying  to  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Ham  and  others  to  get  the  matter 
settled  in  such  a  way  as  to  safeguard 
the  rights  of  schoolmasters,  and  to 
leave  vested  property  out  in  the  cold. 
There  were  a  numl>er  of  people  who  were 
not  well  oflT,  but  who  had  small  incomes, 
wliich,  taken  with  that  of  their  husbands 
did  not   amount   to  more  than  £500  a 
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year,  and  these  people  received  no  relief 
whatever  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whose  Amendment  seemed 
from  the  very  unscientific  words  at  the 
beginning  of  it  not  to  realise  the  fact 
that  it  dealt  with  two  separate  incomes 
of  two  separate  persons.  It  began  with 
the  words  "  Where  the  total  joint  income 
of  a  husbfind  and  wife."  What  they 
were  dealing  with  was  not  joint  income 
at  all,  but  two  separate  incomes — the  one 
the  income  of  the  husband,  and  the  other 
the  income  of  the  wife,  and  there  was  no 
reason  for  distinguishing  between  the 
case  where  they  were  earned  by  manual 
or  intellectual  labour  and  where  they 
were  the  result  of  invested  property. 
Of  course  it  would  be  foolish  to  resist 
this  Amendment,  which,  after  all,  was  a 
concession  to  arguments  used  in  Com- 
mittee. He  had  done  what  he  could  to 
perfect  this  measure  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  and  to  make  it  worthy  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman^s  reputation  as 
a  financier.  They  hal  hoped  the  Bill 
would  have  been  more  logical  than  it 
would  be  if  this  Amendment  were  ac- 
cepted instead  of  the  one  he  (Mr.  Darling) 
had  put  down,  but  of  course  they  should 
do  nothing  in  the  world  to  defeat  the 
Amendment  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 

Mr.  grove  (West  Ham,  N.)  said, 
that  both  on  behalf  of  his  constituents 
and  many  thousands  of  working  people 
throughout  the  country  he  thanked  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  his 
concession.  He  knew  that,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  it  had  been 
difficult  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
go  so  far,  for  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  to  guard  the  interests  of  the 
Public  Purse  at  the  same  time  as  he  gave 
consideration  to  the  claims  of  those  who 
■  appealed  to  him  in  a  matter  of  this  kind. 
It  might,  in  fact,  be  said  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  to  adopt  a  dual  per- 
sonality— to  be  at  once  Hyde  and  JekylL 
He  had  to  be  hard,  mean,  stingy,  avaricious 
and  at  the  same  time  liberal,  generous, 
open-handed,  and  just.  But  the  benefi- 
cent fairy  had  touched  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  this  occasion  and  led  him 
to  propose  this  Amendment.  This 
was  most  gratifying,  not  only  because 
thousands  of  working  men  and  women 
would  be  benefited,  but  because  it 
showed  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  jBx- 
cheqner  had  accepted  a  principle  which 

Mr,  Darling 


they  on  the  side  of  the  House  had  long 
striven  for-^-nnmely^  that  taxation  should 
be  adjusted  differently  in  the  case  of 
earnings,  and  in  the  case  of  income  that 
principle  was  now  once  and  for  all 
adopted.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  call  down  on  his  head  the 
curses  of  many  future  Chancellors  of  the 
Exchequer,  but  he  would  also  receive  the 
blessings  of  many  thousands  of  his  toil- 
ing fellow  subjects.  It  had  been 
objected  to  the  Amendment  that  it  did 
not  go  far  enough ;  but  inasmuch  as  it 
relieved  the  claims  of  the  necessitous  and 
yet  did  not  materially  encroach  on  the 
Revenue,  it  must  be  admitted  that  on  the 
whole  a  happy  mean  had  been  struck. 
Because  the  Amendment  was  of  this 
character,  and  was  thoroughly  in  harmony 
with  the  Liberal  and  Democratic  spirit  of 
the  most  popular  Budget  of  modern  times, 
he  cordially  supported  it. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  welcomed  the  step 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  This  was  no  doubt 
the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  towards  the 
recognition  of  the  principle  that  a  differ- 
ence ought  to  be  made  between  the 
taxation  of  industrial  incomes  and  the 
taxation  of  spontaneous  incomes.  That 
was  a  principle  for  which  he  had  con- 
tended many  times,  and  he  hoped  that 
before  long  its  application  would  be 
carried  further. 

Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notts, 
Mansfield)  said,  that  he  was  afraid  he 
should  be  charged  with  ingratitude  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  when 
he  said  that  he  did  not  regard  the  con- 
cession which  had  been  made  with  as 
much  complacency  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Ham.  When  this  question  was 
discussed  in  Committee  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  did  not  attempt  to 
deal  with  the  principle  involved,  but 
took  the  strictly  practical  objection  that 
the  Revenue  would  suffer  to  the  extent  of 
half  a  million,  or  perhaps  £700,000  a 
year.  He  also  urged  that  it  would  be 
unreasonable  that  the  wife  of  a  man 
having  £10,000  a  year  should  not  have 
her  income  taxed.  Then,  when  it  was 
pressed  upon  him  that  relief  might  be 
given  in  the  case  of  small  incomes  only, 
he  promised  to  consider  the  suggestion. 
The  result  of  his  consideration  had  been 
that  he  now  proposed  the  separate  assess- 
ment of  married  women's  incomes  only 
when  they  were  derived  from  some  oc- 
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cupation  or  profession.  Bnt  small  in- 
comes were  small  incomes,  whether  thej 
were  so  derived  or  were  derived  from  in- 
vestments ;  and  though  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's  proposal  would,  no 
doubt,  assist  many  deserving  persons 
needing  such  assistance,  it  would 
leave  a  large  class  of  equally  deserving 
persons  in  their  present  position  as  In- 
come Tax-payers.  He  could  not  help 
thinkinfi:  that  it  was  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's  poverty,  and  not  his 
will,  which  led  him  to  make  so  limited  a 
concession,  and,  if  that  were  so,  he  (Mr. 
Williams)  hoped  that  an  improvement 
in  the  national  finances  would  make  it 
possible  to  adopt  in  its  completeness  the 
principle  now  only  adopted  partially. 
The  law  would  then  be  logical,  while 
help  would  be  given  to  a  large  and 
struggling  class  of  the  community. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  W.  Harcourt, 
the  following  Amendment  was  agreed 
to : — Page  23,  line  2,  leave  out  from 
"  value/'  to  "  the,"  in  line  6,  and  insert 
^^  estimated  otherwise  than  by  relation  to 
profits." 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  R.  T.  Reid,  the  fol- 
lowing Amendments  were  agreed  to  : — 

Page  23,  line  15,  after  "occupier," 
insert  "  or  assessable  as  landlord." 

Page  23,  line  19,  leUve  out  from 
"occupier,"  to  "undertook,"  in  line  20, 
and  insert  "  and." 

On  Motion  of  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  the 
following  Amendment  was  agreed  to  : — 
Page  23,  line  29,  at  end  add— 

**  Where  the  amount  of  the  asseHsmeni  in  the 
case  of  lamig  (inclasive  of  the  farmhouse  and 
other  buildings)  i8  more  than  one-eighth,  and  in 
the  case  of  any  houHe  or  building  (except  a 
farmhouse  or  building  included  with  lands  in 
assessment)  is  more  than  one-sixth,  below  the 
rent,  after  lieducting  from  such  rent  any  out- 
going which  should  by  law  be  deducted  in 
making  the  assessment,  this  section  shall  not 
apply." 

Mr.  hartley  moved,  in  page  23, 
line  36,  leave  out  "  three "  and  insert 
"  five."  He  said  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  accept  the  Amendment.  As  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware,  under 
the  pre^tent  rule  of  the  Treasury,  in  the 
case  of  savings  banks,  small  penny 
banks,  and  so  on,  there  was  a  rebate 
up  to  the  amount  of  £3.     But  it  must 
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be  borne  in  mind  that  this  Bill '  ex- 
tended the  rebate  from  £120  to  £160, 
and,  therefore,  made  a  much  larger 
exemption  in  many  of  these  institutions. 
Where  they  had  a  number  of  these 
accounts  the  whole  amount  could  be 
got  back  if  the  institutions  chose  to 
apply  to  the  Inland  Revenue  Office  in 
order  to  get  a  rebate.  The  work  of 
the  Office,  however,  would  be  some- 
thing tremendous  if  all  these  claims  were 
sent  in. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  23,  line 
36,  to  leave  out  "three,"  and  insert 
ufive."— (jl/r.  Bartlef.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  three  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Sir  W.  harcourt  :  I  will  accept 
the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Sir  R.  temple  bad  an  Amendment 
on  the  Paper  on  Clause  41  to  leave  out 
Sub-section  (2),  which  provided  that 
the  instalments  payable  to  the  Naval 
Defence  account  shall  cease  to  be  pay- 
able after  March  3l8t,  1894,  and  that 
the  sum  by  which  the  aggregate  pay- 
ments made  to  that  fund  under  Section  2 
of  the  Naval  Defence  Act,  1889,  before 
March  31st,  1894,  exceed  the  authorised 
expenditure  of  £10,000,000,  or  any  less 
sum  which  on  the  completion  of  the  con- 
tract vessels  has  been  actually  expended 
on  those  vessels,  shall  be  paid  from  that 
account  into  the  Exchequer.  The  hon. 
Baronet  observed  that  as  they  were  now 

approaching  the  end  of  this  Debate 

{^Laughter.']  He  did  not  know  that 
there  was  anything  extraordinary  in  that 
statement.  He  only  desired  to  say  that 
he  did  not  intend  to  press  his  Amend- 
ment. He  might,  however,  explain  that 
the  object  of  the  Amendment  was  to 
show  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer was  about  to  appropriate  a  sum  of 
£280,000,  the  surplus  of  last  year's 
Budget,  which  did  not  belong  to  him, 
but  which  properly  belonged  to  the 
Sinking  Fnnd,  and  ought  to  be  applied 
to  the  reduction  of  the  National  Debt. 
He  was  quite  certain  that  this  was  a 
misappropriation  of  public  money,  but 
at  such  a  late  hour  he  would  not  press 
the  Amendment. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  R.  T.  Reid,  the 
following  Amendments  were  agreed  to : — 

y 
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Schedule  1,  page  27,  line  21,  leave  out' 
"  on  his  death." 

Schedule  1,  page  27,  line  21,  after 
"  him,"  insert — 

"  Under  which  respectively  Estate  Duty  has 
been  paid,  or  under  any  other  disposition  under 
which  Estate  Duty  has  been  paid." 

Schedule  2,  page  27,  line  32,  leave  out 
"  &  44." 

^     Bill   to   be  read  the  third   time  To- 
morrow. 

SAVINGS    BANKS    (SOCIETIES)    BILL. 

(No.  233.) 

CONSIDERATION. 

Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Order  be  discharged,  and  Bill 
withdrawn." — (Mr.  A,  Morley.) 

Mr.  BARTL£Y  expressed  his  regret 
at  hearing  that  the  Bill  was  not  to  be 
persevered  with  after  it  had  proceeded  so 
far.  He  and  his  friends  desired  te  see 
some  Amendment  made  to  the  existing 
law,  but  this  Bill  had  been  so  altered 
that  it  was  necessary  it  should  be  con- 
sidered further.  He  did  not  know 
exactly  why  the  Bill  had  been  with- 
drawn, but  he  hoped  the  Postmaster 
General  did  not  think  that  there  was  any 
cause  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House  for  taking  this  course. 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  said,  there  were 
objections  raised  from  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  which  made 
it  quite  impossible  to  carry  the  Bill 
through  this  Session . 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Order  discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

ELEMENTARY    EDUCATION  BILL. 
(No,  302.) 

SECOND  READING.  [ADJOURNED  DEBATE.] 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Second  Reading  [11th 
July]. 

Mr.  ACLAND  hoped  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill  might  be  taken. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  under- 
stood to  explain  that  on  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Bill  of  last  year  he  was  urged 
to  give  the  work  of  the  School  Attend 


ance  C  ommittees  io  the  District  Councrls 
and  a  promise  had  been  given  that  .this 
should  be  done.  The  Bill  was  to  carry 
out  that  pledge. 

Objection  being  taken.  Debate  further 
adjourned  till  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT   (IRELAND    PRO. 
VISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  5)  BILL, 
(No.  165.) 
Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

LOCAL     GOVERNMENT      PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  16)  BILL.^(No.  245.) 
Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That   they  have  agreed  to— Amend- 
ment to  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
[Zorrf*],   Local    Government   (Ireland) 
Provisional  Order  (No.  U)  Bill. 

NAUTICAL  ASSESSORS  (SCOTCitND) 

BILL.— (No.  312.) 
Read  a  second  time,  and   committed 
for  Monday  next. 

ZANZIBAR  INDEMNITY  BILL. 
(No.  308.) 
Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

HERITABLE  SECURITIES  (SCOTLAND) 
(r<?-croww/^tfrf)— BILL.— (No.  281.) 
Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported ; 
Bill,  as  amended,  re-committed  for  Mon- 
day next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  316.] 

UNIFORMS  (^recommitted)  BILL. 
(No.  309.) 
Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without   Amendment ;    to   be    read  the 
third  time  To-morrow. 

CHARITY  COMMISSION. 
Ordered,  That  the  Reports  of  the 
Select  Committees  of  1884  and  1886-7 
upon  the  Charitable  Trusts  Acts,  1853- 
1869,  be  referred  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee upon  the  Charity  Commission.— 
(Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis.) 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up, 
and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  221.] 

House  adjourned  at  half  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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ALIENS  BILL.~(No.  1550 
SECOND   READIXQ. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\'^ 
— (  The  Marquess  of  Salisbury,) 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY AND  LORD  PRESIDENT  of 
THE  COUNCIL  (The  Earl  of  Rose- 
BERv)  :  Mj  Lords*  the  closer  examina- 
tion which  the  Government  have  been 
able  to  give  to  the  Bill  of  the  noble 
Marquess  has  not  strengthened  any  pre- 
possessions they  may  have  entertained  in 
its  favour.  In  the  first  place,  I  venture 
to  thiuk  that  no  such  proposal  as  this 
ought  to  be  made  to  Parliament  except 
on  the  initiative  and  on  the  authority  of  the 
Executive  Government.  That,  in  my 
opinion,  is  a  very  grave  objection  to  the 
proposal.  The  noble  Marquess,  no 
doubt,  may  contend  that  it  is  owing  to 
the  laches,  or  the  neglect  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government,  that  he  has  been  com- 
pelled to  move  in  this  matter,  but  I 
venture  to  say  that  is  not  the  case.  The 
case,  as  regards  the  immigration  of  aliens, 
was  infinitely  stronger  when  he  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Government.  At  that 
time  he  did  not  move  ;  and  I  have  here 
in  my  box  the  answers,  or  some  of  the 
answers,  that  were  made  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  at  the  time  when  they 
were  pressed  in  the  same  way  as  the 
noble  Marquess  now  presses  us.  In  the 
House  of  Lords,  in  February,  1890,  Lord 
Balfour  of  Burleigh  stated  that  "  the 
numbers  of  alien  immigrants  had  been 
much  exaggerated.'*  At  the  end  of  May, 
1891,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  was  extremely 
emphatic  on  this  point.  He  said,  "The 
whole  subject  is  receiving  the  earnest 
attention  of  the  Government."  .  He  went 
on  to  contend  that 

"  the  ri^ht  of  asylum  in  this  country,  a«  regards 
political  refugees,  has  always  been  maintaine(l  ; 
aid  the  restrictions  on  the  immigration  of 
foreigners  who  may  be  supposed  to  be  destitute 
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woold  involve  legislatiiAi  which  might  bring 
about  even  greater  evils, ,  Regwd  must  also  be 
had  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  considerable 
emigration  of  Englishmen  to  the  Continent." 

Sir  M.  Hicks^Beaoh  answered  in  the 
same  sense  io  June,  .1891.  On  July  28, 
1891,  Sir  M.  I{ioks-Be«ch  said,  in  answer 
to  Lord  Hem-y  Bruoe**- 

"  It  does  not  appear  there  is  any  sufficient 
reason  at  present  for  the  atloption  of  effective 
measures  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
indigent  foreigners.'' 

Then,  again,  in  March,  1892,  Mr. 
Ritchie  replied — 

"  It  does  not  appear  to  me  there  is  any  suffi- 
cient reason  at  present  for  the  adoption  of  the 
course  suggested  by  the  hon*  Member." 

That  was  to  take  steps  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  immigration  of  panpers.  Now,  my 
Lords,  the  reason  I  quote  these  answers  is 
to  show  that  at  the  time  when  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  noble  Marquess  oppo- 
site gave  these  clear  and  weighty 
answers  under  the  pressure  of  their 
own  followers,  among  whom  I  observe 
Colonel  Howard  Vincent  was  the 
principal,  the  immigration  of  pauper 
aliens  was  infinitely  greater  than 
it  is  now.  In  1892  the  Board 
of  Trade  calculates  that  the  net 
addition  to  the  alien  population  residing 
ill  the  United  Kingdom  was  about  11,500, 
and  that  it  fell  to  about  6,000  in  1893. 
The  net  increase  due  to  the  immigration 
of  Russians  and  Poles  into  London,  the 
great  centre  of  such  immigration,  is  esti- 
mated at  rather  over  7,000  in  1891,  when 
the  noble  Marquesses  Government  was  in 
power  and  was  giving  these  answers  ;  at 
about  3,000  in  1892  ;  and  at  rather  less 
than  3,000  in  1893.  And  at  this  moment 
I  believe  that  immigration  has  touched 
the  lowest  point  ever  reached.  I  have  in 
my  band  the  last  Report  on  immigration 
down  to  July  1 1  last,  and  it  says  that  the 
total  number  of  alien  immigrants  that 
week  is  55  less  than  the  preceding  week, 
and  it  is  the  smallest  number  that  we 
have  had  for  any  week  since  that  ending 
May  2.  This  is  the  more  remarkable,  as 
at  this  time  in  other  years  we  have  had 
the  largest  numbers.  For  instance,  the 
Hamburg  came  here  just  at  this  time  a 
year  ago — July  6 — with  113  aliens  ;  this 
voyage  she  brought  only  four.  There- 
fore, I  think,  my  Lords,  when  we  con- 
sider that  the  numbers  have  been  falling 
ever  since  the  attitude  taken  up  by  the 
noble  Marquess  sodhj*^  Go^;6r^^^ 
G  ^ 
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this  question  ia  1891  and  1892,  we  are 
justLHed  in  concluding  that  this  Govern- 
ment  is  not  called  upon  to  deal,  and  has 
not  shown  any  neglect  in  dealing,  with 
this  question.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  an 
act,  I  think,  open  to  question  on  more 
than  one  ground,  in  the  last  month  of  the 
Session,  to  bring  forward  a  Bill  in  your 
Lordships*  House  which  could  hare  no 
chance  of  passing  the  other  House, 
and  that  on  the  responsibility  of  an  ex- 
Minister  who  gave  such  clear  and  de- 
cided notes  on  this  question  when  he 
himself  was  in  Office.  My  Lords,  I  am 
not  one  of  those  who  take  the  high  line 
that  in  no  circumstances  shall  there  ever 
be  any  restriction  on  alien  immigration 
into  thifl  country.  I  have  more  than 
once  expressed  myself  to  the  effect  that 
the  time  may  come  when  it  may  be 
necessary  to  impose  such  restrictions. 
If,  for  example,  all  the  outlets  for  emi- 
gration were  closed ;  if,  to  use  a  metaphor 
of  the  noble  Marquess,  all  the  conduit- 
pipes  of  emigration  were  shut,  and  if 
there  was  a  large  measure*  of  expulsion 
from  foreign  States  of  populations 
tending  to  degrade  and  impoverish,  and 
even  largely  to  compete  with,  our  indus- 
trial population,  I  myself  should  say  that 
a  case  had  arisen  for  legislation.  But  I 
venture  to  say  that  at  the  present 
moment  there  is  no  such  case.  I  have 
read  the  figures  as  they  have  been  most 
carefully  sifted  by  the  Board. of  Trade, 
and  it  cannot  be  said  that  there  is  any- 
thing to  be  alarmed  at  in  the  influx  of 
some  3,000  aliens,  when  we  do  not  even 
know  how  many  of  these  aliens  leave  the 
country.  The  noble  Marquess  the  other 
day  brought  figures  to  prove  that  the  in- 
crease was  something  like  16,000  in  five 
months,  and  some  of  the  organs  of  the 
Press  have  improved  on  that  statement, 
and  have  published  the  assertion  that 
within  the  last  six  months  20,000  aiiens 
have  settled  in  the  midst  of  our  Metro- 
polis. The  noble  Marquess  forgot  the 
very  serious  deductions  to  which  his 
figures  were  liable.  In  the  first  place, 
a  considerable  number  of  the  16,000  are 
sailors — some  5,000  or  6,000— obviously 
not  for  settlement.  Then  there  are  a 
considerable  number  who  arrive  without 
through  tickets,  but  who  pass  on  to 
other  destinations  during  the  year  of 
their  arrival.  Again,  there  are  many 
who  return  to  the  countries  from  which 
they  came ;    and,  therefore,  what  these 
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16,000  represent  is  not  the  clear  number 
of  those  who  arrive  to  settle  in  this 
country,  but  the  gross  influx  of  aliens 
not  holding  through  tickets  for  other 
countries.  After  sifting  these  figures 
the  Board  of  Trade  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  which  I  have  indicated,  and 
they  have,  if  I  may  use  a  coarse  ex- 
pression, *'  sweated  down  ^  these  figures 
to  those  which  I  have  mentioned.  And 
I  venture  to  think  that  the  figures  which 
that  responsible  Department  have  laid 
before  Parliament  in  their  published  Blue 
Book  fully  corroborate  the  other  figures 
I  have  mentioned.  Well,  my  Lords,  in 
the  Blue  Book  which  was  circulated  the 
other  day  on  alien  immigration  your 
Lordships  will  find  the  following  state- 
ment on  page  22  : — 

*'The  broad  conclusions  deducible  are  th&t 
the  total  number  of  aliens  of  all  classes  who 
have  arrived  in  this  country,  and  may  be  taken 
to  have  remained  here,  amounted  in  1891  to 
about  12,000,  in  1892  to  11,500,  and  in  1898  to 
rather  less  than  6,000." 

Then,  again,  I  must  call  the  attention  of  » 

the  noble  Marquess  to  the  fact  that  ever 
since  the  time  when  he  took  the  firm  and 
consistent  attitude  that  no  action  was 
necessary  or  should  be  taken,  there  has 
been  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  in- 
flux of  alien  paupers.  Now,  my  Lords, 
there  is  another  statement  of  the  noble 
Marquess  which  would  certainly  have 
affected  my  position  in  this  matter,  and 
which,  I  think,  must  have  made  a  con- 
siderable impression  upon  your  Lord- 
ships. He  said  that  the  principal 
conduit-pipe  of  emigration,  that  to  the 
United  States,  had  been  recently  closed. 
That  is  a  statement  for  wIik^^  I  cannot 
find  any  corroboration.  It  is'^uite  true 
that  there  have  been  laws  passe^  in  the  * 

United  States  of  late  for  the  restriction  of 
immigration,  but  they  had  had  no  Appre- 
ciable effect  in  that  respect.     The  ISfcst  of 
the  United  States  laws  dealing  witb  the 
restriction    of    immigration    came  Unto 
force   in    May,    1893,     Now,    in    1«^3, 
64,000  odd  foreigners  passed   from  tfae 
ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  po^s 
of  the  United    States.     How    many   hi 
those  64,000  do  your  Lordships  suppos(^s 
were  rejected  under  this  new  and  more 
stringent  law  which   the  noble  Marquess     "^^ 
believes  closed  the  conduit-pipe  ?  Ninety-      / 
nine.     Therefore,  as  the  exact  numbers    « 
were  64,263,   your   Lordships   will    see  / 
that  nearly  64,200  were  admitted  into  the  f 
United  States.     So  the  danger,  which  1  | 
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quite  admit  sdems.  to  me  te  be  tfa«' 
greatest  danger  of  aU|  thai  of  other 
«oantries  placing  restrietioiis  on  immi- 
gration, 80  that  all  the  destitute  immi- 
grants  might .  he  forced  on  to  our  shores, 
is  at  the  present  moment  illusory.  Now, 
mv  Lords,  there  is  another  point  to 
which  I  wish  to  eall  jour  attention.  It 
of   course,  .  said    that  there   are    a 
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number  of  pauper  aliens  entering  this 
country,  and  it  iaay  also  be  alleged  that 
the    number  of    aliens   already   in  this 
country   constitute  a   serious  danger  in 
the    way    of    compidtition    in   trade   or 
ehargeability  to  rates.     These,  I  think, 
were  important  elements  of   the   noble 
J^arquess's  statement.     Now,  as  regardis 
ihe  influx  of  pauper  aliens  into  London, 
they  are,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  almost 
restricted    to    two    quarters  —  part    of 
St.   George's*in-the*East    and    part    of 
.Whitechapel.     Now,  I  do  not  deny  that 
there  is  a  strong  feeling  in  a  part  of  the 
East   End  of    London,  and   notably    in 
these    parishes,    against    the   influx   of 
these:  pauper     aliens,    but     you    must 
remember     that,  whether  the  number  be 
great  or  small,  they  do  not  become  charge* 
able  to  the  rates.     These  Polish  Jews 
do,  no  doubt,  some  of  them,  come  in  a 
state  of   some  poverty  to  this  country, 
but  they  do  not  become  chargeable  to  the 
rates,  because  the  race  to  which  they  be- 
long undertakes  their  support  when  they 
are  placed  in  circumstances  of  poverty, 
and  therefore  any  argument  which  may 
be  based  on  this  ground,  and  which  is 
practically  alluded  to  in  tlie  provisions  of 
this  Bill  for  excluding  pauper  aliens,  does 
not  bear  at  all  upon  the  influx  of  Jewish 
pauper  aliens  or  Jewish  poor  people  into 
the  East  End  of  London.     But  this  is, 
perhaps,  only  a  side  issue,  although  I 
think  the  noble  Marquess  laid  some  stress 
upon  it  in  his   speech    the    other  day. 
What  I  want  t,o  point  out  is,  that  the 
whole  case  is  exceedingly  small,  far  too 
email  for  legislation  now,  and  not  likely 
to  become  great  enough  for  legislation  in 
the  future.     I  have  quoted  the  figures 
which  relate  to  the  annual  immigration 
of  aliens  into  this  country.    No  one  can 
say  that  the  influx  of  a  few  thousand 
aliens  can  do  any  harm  to  the  population 
of  this   country;   either  in  the  way  of 
competition  or  of  association,  or  even  of 
degradation,  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
it  is  found  that  where  the  degraded  immt* 
grant  settles  in  this  country  he  does  not 


tend  to  degrade  those  who  surround  him, 
but  those  who  surround  him  tend  to  ele»- 
vate  him.  The  question  is  an  essentially 
small  one.  What  is  the  proportion  c( 
aliens  to  the  remaining  popnlatiobof  this 
country  at  this  moment?  In  the  United 
Kingdom  there  are  only  5*8  foreigners  to 
every  1,000  inhabitants.  With  a  residue 
of  995  per  1,000  native  Britons  that  does 
not  seem  to  me  a  very  alarming  proportion. 
But  it  seems  to  me  a  much  less  alarming 
proportion  when  I  contrast  it  with  the 
proportions  of  other  countries.  In  the 
German  Empire  the  proportion  of 
foreigners  is  8*8  per  1,000  of  the  popu^ 
lation  ;  in  Austria  it  is  17*2^  per  1,000, 
while  in  France  it  is  29*7  per  1,000,  and 
in  America  it  is  147  per  1,000.  There- 
fore, I  am  bound  to  say  that  when  we  are 
asked  to  legislate  for  an  enormous  evil, 
to  forsake  our  traditions  in  this  manner, 
all  of  a  sudden,  in  the  last  dying  weeks 
of  a  languishing  Session 

The  Marquess  of  SALTSBUBY; 
Hear,  hear. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  Yes, 
but  why  has  it  languished  ?  I  say  that 
when  we  are  asked  to  do  all  this,  we 
should  be  presented  with  facts  consider* 
ably  more  important  than  those  which 
have  been  produced  by  the  noble  Marquess, 
or  which  any  Department  of  the  State  is 
willing  to  bring  to  his  support.  My 
Lords,  I  know  it  is  said  that  they  might 
compete  iu  industries  with  our  own 
population.  I  cannot  enter  into  that 
argument.  It  is  a  very  lengthy  argument, 
and  it  is  presented  in  this  Report  on  alien 
immigration  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded.  The  reporter  there  says  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  investigate  very 
minutely  and  in  great  detail  the  circum- 
stances of  the  various  trades  before  he 
can  produce  any  definite  conclusion  on 
the  subject.  But  there  is  a  letter  in 
The  Times  from  a  supporter  of  the 
noble  Marquess,  and  one  well  versed  iu 
this  controversy —I  mean  Sir  Julian 
Goldsmid — who  says  most  distinctly 
that  that  competition  does  not  exist,  and 
he  arrives,  though  indeed  more  tersely, 
at  the  same  conclusion  as  is  arrived  at 
by  the  reporter  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
that  that  competition  does  not  exist,  and 
that  what  has  happened  is  this  :  that  the 
aliens  have  brought  their  trades  with 
them — new  trades  which  are  not  trades 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  They  have 
brought  and  developed  their  tf^4Q? Jpj>^^ 
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jnidst  ft8'  aHens  in  former  timet  brought 
-aod  developed  their  trades,  and  in  oo 
Beneible  degree  do  thej  compete  with 
native  industry.  The  two  avocations  in 
wbieh'I  believe  they  are  mainly  engaged 
are  the  production  of  cheap  cigars  and 
cigarettes  and  of  that  form  of  cheap 
clothing,  whether  tailoring  or  boot- 
making,  which  produces  the  article  called 
*^  slops^**  Our  experience  is  that  cheap 
i^lotbing,  in  these  few  years  during  which 
alien  immigration  has  been  constantly 
going  on,  has  increased  some  52  per 
cent.,,  and  this  is  a  collateral  argument  of 
aome  importance  in  support  of  the  con- 
tention of  Sir  Julian  Goldsmid  and  the 
Board  of  Trade*  Therefore,  then,  I 
•would  ask,  on  what  is  it  that  we  are  to  base 
•this  legislation  against  pauper  alien  im- 
migration ?  legislation  to  which,  as  I  have 
before  said,  I  am  not  unfavourable  if 
circumstances  should  require  it.  But  at 
the  present  moment,  when,  as  far  as  I 
asm  mbke  out,  no  vestige  of  an  argument 
or  fact  can  be  brought  in  its  favour, 
wbfere  afe  we  to  find  a  basis  for  proposing 
this  legislation  ?  It  is  clear  that  this 
immigration  is  small  and  decreasing ; 
that  on  all  authority  there  is  no  com- 
petition with  native  industry  ;  and  that 
this  alien  immigration  does  not  produce 
any  cliarge  upon  the  rates ;  and,  there- 
foire,  I  ask  on  what  grounds  are  we. to  go 
to  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  month 
of  August  and  ask  them  to  pass  legisla- 
tion which  conflicts  with  all  our  tradi- 
tiops,  without  having  some  plain  argu- 
ment and  some  statistics  on  which  to 
base  our  action  ?  There  will  be  one 
result,  no  doubt — one  drastic  result  of 
any  such  legislation.  You  will  fortify 
the  restrictions  immeasurable  against 
your  own  emigration  abroad.  There  is 
a  constant  tendency  in  foreign  countries, 
and  I  suspect  your  Lordships  know  it  as 
well  as  I  do,  to  increase  vexatious  health- 
restrictions  in  the  hope  that  contagious 
disease  may  be  excluded,  and  there  is 
also  in  the  United  States,  more  espe- 
cially, to  which  our  great  flow  of  emigra- 
tion chiefly  proceeds,  a  great  tendency 
to  bar  the  gate  against  those  who  go 
there  insufficiently  provided  with  this 
world*s  goods.  If  we  are  to  set  the 
example  of  restrictions  on  aliens  of  this 
kind,  both  as  regards  poverty  and  as 
regards  disease,  we  with  our  very  limited 
experience^  and  our  slender  basis  of  facts, 
are    practically   exhorting    the    linked 
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States  to  carry  out  much  more  stringent 
regulations  tfann  they  have  hitherto  done 
to  shut  out  our  natural  flow  of  emigra- 
tion. In  that  way  the  Bill  proposed  by 
the  noble  Marquess  will,  I  venture  to  say, 
ha^-e  infinitely  worse  effects  as  regards  the 
free  flow  of  the  population  to  the  United 
Kingdom  than  anything  tliat  can  be  con- 
templated under  the  present  state  of  things. 
Now,  my  Lords,  I  come  to  the  other 
provisions  of  Bill.  I  might  ask,  perhaps, 
before  leaving  the  first  part  of  it,  what 
are  the  exact  provisions  which  the  noble 
Marquess  contemplates  carrying  into 
effect?  He  proposes  to  give  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  Inspectors  power  to 
judge  whether  an  alien  is  an  idiot. 
Well,  that  is  a  very  invidious  power,  and 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
Inspector  would  care  to  enter  into 
a  detailed  examination  of  every  alien,  as 
indicated  by  the  third  clause  of  the  Bill. 
Who  is  a  person  "likely  to  become  a 
public  charge  "  ?  Many  of  these  people 
come  over  with  no  means.  In  the  last 
Report  there  is  mention  of  a  woman  60 
years  of  age ;  she  had  but  small  means, 
and  you  would  say  she  was  likely  to 
become  a  public  charge,  but  she  waft 
going  to  her  relatives  who  had  asked  her 
to  come  over  and  who  were  going  to 
support  her.  But  in  any  case  none  of 
these  pauper  aliens,  against  whom  your 
legislation  is  distinctly  aimed,  would 
become  liable  to  the  public  charge* for 
the  reasons  I  have  pointed  out,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  see  what  validity  the 
Bill  then  would  have.  As  regards  a 
person  affected  with  dangerous  conta- 
gious or  infectious  disease,  what  would 
happen  ?  He  would  remain  on  board 
ship,  and  he  would  contaminate  the  crew. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  the  noble  Mar- 
quess would  be  prepared  to  carry  out  so 
large  a  measure  as  sending  the  ship  back 
to  the  port  from  which  she  came,  with 
all  her  passengers,  a  sort  of  pesi-houae, 
and  her  cargo  mined.  It  would  be  one 
of  the  greatest  impediments  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  Kingdom  if  any 
such  dangerous  idea  was  likely  to  be 
acted  upon.  .What,  then,  would  you  do 
with  a  contagious  person  ?  You  would 
have  to  freight  a  ship  to  take  him  back. 
In  what  respect  would  that  be  preferable 
to  the  present  procedure  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  which  is  this — that 
when  a  ship  arrives  containing  a  person 
affected    with    contagious    disease  that 
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person  is  landed  and  treated  by  the 
sanitary  authorities  as  if  he  were  a 
person  labouring  under  a  ooniagious 
disease  in  the  town  in  which  he  is  landed. 
I  cannot  eonoeive  what  would  be  the 
improvement  under  the  clause  of  the  noble 
Marquess.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  pass  from 
the  machinery^  which,  I  think,  the  noble 
Marqness  himself  will  admit  is  crude,  and 
is  probably  introduced  more  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  discussion  than  for 
any  purpose,  of  effective  operation,  to  the 
second  division  of  the  Bill.  Here  again 
I  am  quite  willing  to  admit  that  where  a 
case  is  made  out  for  interference  we 
should  not  allow  any  particular  tradition 
to  hamper  us  in  dealing  with  it.  If  we 
were  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  or  if  we 
were  at  war  with  any  foreign  Power,  it 
might  be  necessary  to  revive  restrictions 
which  were  introduced  by  Mr.  Pitt  in 
1793,  though  I  do  not  know  that  they 
were  particularly  operative  ;  but  as  a 
matter  of  fact  when  you  are  face  to  face 
with  a  grave  and  critical  condition  of 
affairs  no  statesman  who  is  worth  his 
salt  will  be  hampered  by  any  traditions, 
however  illustrious,  in  doing  his  best  to 
combat  the  evil  with  which  he  has  to 
deal.  But  I  venture  to  say  that  in  the 
case  of  pauper  aliens  there  is  absolutely 
no  case  for  the  restrictions  now  proposed, 
And  where  there  is  no  ground  for  any 
such  restrictions  it  is  ej^tremely  inad- 
visable to  impose  them.  I  will  not 
return  to  the  melancholy  task  undertaken 
by  the  noble  Marquess  in  his  speech  on 
Thursday  week  on  the  First  Reading. 
To  the  last  day  of  my  life  I  shall  regret 
the  inadvertence  which  led  the  noble 
Marquess  to  make  a  statement  which  I 
am  sure  he  cannot  substantiate,  and 
which  has  produced,  as  I  predicted  it 
would,  disastrous  results  abroad.  I  see 
that  among  those  who  justify  him  there 
is  a  tendency  to  say  how  utterly  wrong 
were  the  vaticinations  of  Lord  Rosebery. 
On  the  contrary,  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Marquess  has  been  received  with  singular 
and  almost  unanimous  applause  abroad. 
That  was  just  what  I  was  afraid  of.  All 
the  time  the  noble  Marquess  was  speak- 
ing I  heard  the  distant  hum  of  the 
applause  of  the  foreign  Press  which  is 
unfriendly  to  this  country.  The  foreign 
Press  has  been  seeking  to  fix  on  this 
country  the  imputation  of  being  the  har- 
bourers  of  assassins  who  disturb  their 
peace*     It  was  a  windfall  which  in  their 


wildest  dreams  they  could  not  have  hooped 
for,  when  they  heard  the  noble  Marquess 
say  .that ''  these  enterprises,  so  far  as  we 
can  judge,  have  to  a  great  extent  been 
prepared  and  organised  on  this  soih" 
Now,  my  Lords,  as  regards  i  that  state- 
ment, I  ventured  to  contradict  it  at  the 
time,  and  I  have  taken  more  pains  to 
examine  it  since.  I  considered  that  so 
grave  a  charge  should  not  be  made  with- 
out the  most  substantial  evidence,  and  I 
went  to  the  Home  Office,  which  has 
supervision  of  this  class  of  meditated 
crime,  and  the  Home  Office  coosuUed 
the  police,  and  they  authorise  me  to  state 
in  the  most  clear  and  unambiguous  terms 
that  none  of  these  conspiracies  that  have 
been  hatched  against  foreign  Govern- 
ments or  foreign  States  have  been  planned 
or  plotted  in  these  islands. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  : 
None  of  the  murderous  outrages  ? 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  None 
since  this  Government  has  been  in  power. 
If  it  was  before  this  Government  came 
into  power  the  noble  Marquess  must 
have  been  aware  of  them,  and  it  was  his 
duty  and  his  responsibility  to  take  mea- 
sures to  prevent  them.  So  far  as  we  are 
concerned  our  hands  are  clean.  No  outrages 
have  been  plotted  or  planned  in  thes3 
islands  while  we  have  been  at  the  helm 
of  the  State,  and,  therefore,  we  have  not 
undertaken  the  responsibility  of  pro- 
posing repressive  measures  to  deal  with 
them.  The  noble  Marquess  intimated 
that  President  Carnot's  assassination  was 
planned  in  this  country.  I  thought  the 
statement  extremely  doubtful,  for  no 
evidence  had  been  adduced  in  proof  of 
it.  If  the  noble  Marquess  relies  on  the 
foreign  Press  for  veracity  in  its  assertions 
against  this  country  he  will  be  led  far  in 
detestation  of  his  native  land.  Every 
detail  of  the  progress  of  this  assassin 
from  the  conception  of  the  crime  to  its 
execution,  so  far  as  it  is  revealed  in  the 
Press,  conclusively  proves  that  there  was 
no  shadow  of  support  for  that  allega- 
tion. What  improvement,  I  asked, 
would  the  measure  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quess introduce  into  the  present  system 
of  dealing  with  these  offences  ?  What  • 
happens  now  is  this.  Men,  criminals  no 
doubt — men  of  bad  character,  come  to 
these  islands,  and  I  have  no  doubt  are 
very  undesirable  inhabitants  of  them. 
They  may  when  thev  are  here  meditate 
plots    Bither    «««n|,F««^o'5^r 
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'  islands  or  against  persons  outside  these 
islands.  But  thej  are  under  supervision 
while  in  this  couutrj,  and  under  prettj 
'  strict  supervision  ;  and  it  is  rare,  I  think, 
that  we  do  not  know  what  thej  have  in 
contemplation.  If  they  are  contemplatiog 
crimes  against  people  in  these  islands 
the  law  furnishes  a  sufficient  remedy  for 
dealing  with  them ;  but,  if  they  are 
meditating  crimes  against  people  outside 
these  islands,  what  is  the  remedy  pro- 
posed by  the  Bill  ?  It  is  to  send  them 
out  of  this  country.  It  is  quite  obvious 
that  they  cannot  assassinate  persons  out- 
side these  islands  while  they  remain 
within  them,  and  therefore  the  proposal 
of  the  noble  Marquess  is  to  send  these 
people  out  of  the  country  in  order  to 
give  them  the  very  facility  they  want  to 
perpetrate  crime.  That,  after  all,  is 
•the  common  sense  of  the  position, 
and  we  must  rest  very  much  on  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  two 
■courses  before  us — either  the  course  we 
pursue  now,  which  is  that  of  strict  super- 
vision and  communication  with  the  foreign 
police — and  I  may  mention  in  connec- 
tion with  this  that  we  never  had  a 
single  complaint  as  regards  the  inade- 
quacy of  our  measures  of  prevention 
since  we  have  been  in  power— or  we  can 
take  the  restrictive  measures  proposed 
by  the  noble  Marquess.  On  two  occasions 
within  the  last  50  years  these  measures 
have  been  passed  by  Parliament ;  a  mea- 
sure analogous  to  that  proposed  by  the 
noble  Marquess  was  proposed,  not  perhaps 
without  justification,  in  that  period  of 
revolution,  1848.  What  was  the  result  ? 
In  not  one  single  instance  was  any  action 
taken  under  that  Act.  Then  in  1882,  when 
there  was  a  grave  crisis  in  Ireland,  perhaps 
the  gravest  crisis  that  this  generation 
has  been  called  upon  to  face,  those 
powers  were  renewed  as  regards  Ireland  ; 
and  what  was  the  result  ?  In  not  one 
single  instance  were  those  powers  used. 
Therefore,  I  again  ask  what  is  the  basis 
or  recommendation  for  this  proposed 
legislation  ?  You  are  going  to  invite 
Parliament,  at  a  time  when  there  is  no 
complaint  from  abroad,  at  a  time  when 
there  is  no  allegation,  except  from  the 
noble  Marquess,  that  crimes  are  plotted 
against  foreign  Governments  within  our 
shores,  at  a  time  when  the  only  outrage 
within  our  shores  has  been  the  chance 
explosion  of  a  projectile  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  Greenwich  Observatory,  as  to 

TA^  Earl  of  Bosehery 


which,  owing  to  the  death  of  the  man 
who  was  carrying  the  projectile,  we  can 
offer  no  certaiu  explanation — it  is  at  tbw 
time  of  profound  tranquillity,  when  no 
complaints  are  made  from  abroad,  that 
the  noble  Marquess  comes  forward  and 
asks  us  to  renew  legislation  which  on 
the  two  occasions  of  real  crisis  when  it 
was  proposed  was  never  in  a  single  case 
acted  upon.  I  venture  to  think  that  the 
course  recommended  by  the  noble  Mar* 
quess  is  not  desirable.  I  venture  to  say 
that  such  legislation,  if  it  is  not  abso- 
lutely required,  is  eminently  inexpedient. 
You  would  have  great  difficulty  in 
passing  it.  You  remember  the  case  of 
Lord  Palmerston.  I  admit  that  Lord 
Palmerston^s  Government  was  not  thrown 
out  on  the  Act,  but  on  the  Despatch 
which  had  been  addressed  to  him  in 
connection  with  that  Act,  There  are 
passages  even  in  Lord  Palmerston^a 
speech  on  that  occpsion  which  are  not 
without  justification  when  we  are  asked 
to  pursue  the  course  indicated  by  the 
noble  Marquess. — 

•*  A  disposition  prcvaibi  on  the  Continent " — 
said  Lord  Palmerston,  in  bringing  in  thia 
Bill— 

"that  the  Government  an<l  Parliament  of 
this  country  should  take  some  steps  which 
should  place  it  in  the  jwwer  of  the  Government 
on  mere  suspicion  to  remove  aliens  from  the 
United  Kingtlom." 

That  is  the  course  recommended  by  the 
noble  Marquess.  But  what  did  Lord 
Palmerston  say  ? — 

'*  Sir,  it  is  neetUess  for  me  to  say  that  it  is  not 
the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
propose  any  measure  of  this  kind  to  Parliament. 
vVe  are  sensible,  as  everybody  must  be,  that 
there  may  be  cases  in  wliich  men  entertaining 
the  most  criminal  projects  might  be  removeil 
with  ailvautage  from  the  country.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  any  law  which  gave  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  |H)wcr  would  be  so  liable  to  abuse  and 
would  infringe  so  largely  upon  the  general 
principle  accort ling  to  which  the  shores  of  the 
Unitetl  Kingilom  are  open  to  people  of  all 
nations  who  might  be  comixjlletl  from  (xilitical 
or  other  causes  to  seek  a  refuge  here,  and  who, 
as  long  as  they  conduct  themselves  peaceably, 
ought  to  enjoy  the  peace  and  i-cfuge  which  they 
seek,  that  any  Government  wouKl  hesitate  long 
before  they  proposed  any  such  measure  to  Par- 
liament, and  1  am  quite  sure  that  any  Parlia- 
ment would  be  quite  as  disinclined  to  pass  it.'* 

I  have  heard  the  illustrious  shade  of 
Lord  Palmerston  invoked  for  this  legis> 
lation  ;  but  in  face  of  that  statement  i^ 
would  very  much  surprise  me  to  hear  it^ 
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inToked  egain.  Lord  Palmerston  also 
said — 

•*  There  is  nothing  in  the  Bill  which  gives  the 
Bxecdtive  Goverameut  any  arbitrary  power  in 
regard  either  to  Her  Majesty^s  subjects  or  any 
alien  resident  within  the  realm.  It  gives  no 
power  of  expulsion.  There  is  nothing  in  it 
which  in  the  slightest  degree  interferes  with 
that  law  of  hospitality  by  which  we  have  in- 
variably been  gaideil  with  regard  to  foreigners 
seeking  an  asylum  in  this  country.  Any 
foreigner,  whatever  his  nation,  whatever  his 
political  creed,  whatever  his  political  offences 
against  his  own  Government,  may.  under  this 
Bill,  as  he  does  to-day,  find  in  these  realms  a 
safe  and  secure  asylum  as  long  as  he  obeys  the 
law  of  this  land." 

That  was  the  laoguage  of  Lord  Palmer- 
Bton,  not  at  a  time  of  tranquiUitf,  when 
there  was  no  political  imputation  against 
this  country,  but  immediately  after  an 
assassination  directed  against  the  ruler  of 
a  foreign  country  and  traced  to  this 
country.  Lord  Palmerston,  with  that 
rare  sagacity  and  long  Parliamentary  ex- 
perience which  distinguished  him,  saw 
conclusively  that  it  was  hopeless  to  pro- 
pose any  legislation  to  Parliament  which 
touched  the  just  jealousy  of  the  privilege 
of  asylum  which  exists  in  that  body.  I 
venture  to  say  that  that  jealousy  has  not 
diminished  now.  The  present  more 
democratic  character  of  the  House  of 
Commons  has  in  no  degree  diminished 
the  jealousy  of  any  restriction  of  the 
right  of  asylum  which  prevails  in  this 
country.  If  anything,  it  has  increased 
that  jealousy,  and  I  cannot  conceive  a 
more  arduous  task  than  for  any  Govern- 
ment, however  stroug,  to  attempt,  with- 
out an  overwhelming  accumulation  of 
facts,  to  pass  any  such  measure  as  this 
through  the  House  of  Commons  as  at 
present  constituted.  My  Lords,  when 
I  say  this,  I  do  not  of  course  mean  to  say 
that  there  is  or  can  be  in  this  Govern- 
ment or  in  any  Party  in  this  country  any 
sympathy  with  what  is  called  Anarchical 
outrage.  We  should  be  willing  to  enter 
into  the  most  cordial  exchange  of  views 
with  any  foreign  Governmeut  as  to  any 
reasonable  method  of  preventing  such 
crimes.  The  Anarchists  do  not  repre- 
sent to  us  any  of  those  revolutionary 
graces  which  in  old  days  recommended 
many  political  refugees  to  our  shores. 
On  both  sides  of  the  Hoiise  we  have 
recently  had  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
oar  complete  repudiation  and' horror  of 
the  most  recent  of  these  outrages.  But 
I  am  unable  to  say,  because  we  feel  that 


horror,  and  because  we  entertain  it  as 
strongly  as  any  nation  that  has  been 
robbed  of  its  Princes  or  statesmen  by 
these  outrages,  that  we  should  be  com* 
polled  to  depart  from  the  course  which 
has  been  shown  to  be  secure,  and  to 
embark  upon  one  which,  when  it  has  not 
beeu  inoperative^  has  been  ragarded  with 
the  greatest  jealousy  and  dislike  by  the 
people  of  this  country.  I  pass  from  that 
jealousy  to  another  and  very  practical 
consideration.  The  noble  Marquess  pro- 
poses— and  I  confess  that  after  his  long 
experience  at  the  Foreign  Office  I  am 
surprised  at  the  proposal — to  give  the 
Secretary  of  State  discretionary  power  to 
expel  any  alien  when  he  shall  have 
reason  to  believe  that  that  course  may  be 
expedient  for  the  preservation  of  peace 
and  tranquillity  within  the  country,  or 
for  the  prevention  of  crime  within  or 
without  the  dominions  of  Her  Majesty. 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  position  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  would  not  be  a 
pleasant  one  if  that  clause  were  passed. 
The  noble  Marquess  knows  perfectly  well 
— no  one  better — that  the  Secretary  of 
State  would  be  pressed  on  all  sides  by 
foreign  Governments  to  expel  from  our 
shores  persons  whom  they  considered 
dangerous  to  their  own  Rulers  or  Con- 
stitutions. The  Secretary  of  State  would 
be  under  continuous  pressure,  which  it 
would  be  extremely  ungraceful  to  resist, 
but  to  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
yield  without  issuing  warrants  at  all 
times  and  seasons  for  the  expulsion  of 
refugees,  whose  expulsion  foreign  Go- 
vernments might  demand.  I  may  give 
an  instance.  There  is  one  Government 
I  know  that  considers  that  newspapers 
which  are  printed  in  London  are  a  source 
of  incitement  to  crime  within  its  domi- 
nions. If  this  Bill  were  passed,  my  noble 
Friend  Lord  Kimberley  would  have  at 
once  to  issue  warrants  for  the  expulsion 
of  everyone  connected  with  tbose  news- 
papers. Whether  he  thought  it  right  or 
wrong,  he  would  be  bound  at  once  to- 
give  up  refugees  to  the  Government  that 
demanded  them,  under  pain  of  coming  to 
blows  with  the  Government  making  the 
demand.  Woakl  that  be  a  desirable 
state  of  things  ?  My  Lords,  I  will  give 
a  concrete  instance  of  a  man  whose  ex- 
pulsion would  certainly  have  been  de- 
manded from  us  under  such  a  measure  as 
the  noble  Marquess  proposes, a  man  whom 
we  could  not  have    given    up,  and   the 
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refusal  to  expel  whom  would  have  iu* 
volved  us  in  the  inoHt  strained  relations 
with  foreign  Powers— i-I  mean  Joseph 
Mazzini.  That  man '  was  in  no  respect 
allied  to  the  new  and  godless  set  of  revo- 
lutionists which  has  now  arisen.  His 
faith  in  his  ideal  liepublic  was  subordi- 
nate to  the  highest  and  most  profound  be- 
lief in  the  A Imightj  guidance  of  the  world. 
He  has  left  a  great  impression  in  this 
country,  and  when  he  died,  his  own 
country,  which  had  under  other  circum- 
stances demanded  from  Switzerland  that 
he  should  be  expelled^  passed  a  unani- 
mous vote  deploring  •  his  departure.  I 
very  much  doubt  whether,  in  the  period 
between  1848  and  1860,  the  most 
violent  pressure  would  not  have  been 
brought  upon  this  Government  to  sur- 
render Mazzini  to  the  Government  of 
Naples,  which  has  ceased  to  exist,  or  to 
several  Governments-  which  are  now 
living,  and  to  which  I  will  not,  there- 
fore, further  allude.  In  what  position 
would  we  have  been  ?  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  people  of  this  country  would 
have  allowed  any  Secretary  of  State  to 
surrender  Mazzini.  What  would  have 
been  the  result  ?  The  Secretary  of 
State  would  have  been  turned  out  of 
Office,  and  a  flat  refusal  would  have  been 
:sent  by  Parliament  or  by  the  authority  of* 
Parliament  to  the  foreign  Government 
that  claimed  the  snrrender.  Therefore, 
if  this  clause  had  been  in  operation,  you 
•would  have  had  a  dislocation  of  our 
domestic  Government  at  home  and  a  still 
greater  dislocation  of  our  relations  with 
•foreign  Governments.  I  say,  then,  my 
Xords,  if  you  really  mean  to  pass  such  a 
Bill  as  this,  if  you  hope  to  recommend  it 
to  your  countrymen,  you  can  only  do  it 
in  some  solemn  hour  of  supreme  crisis, 
when  the  Government  of  this  country, 
firmed  with  the  knowledge  and  responsi- 
bility that  can  recommend  legislation  to 
Parliament,  can  with  that  knowledge  and 
that  responsibility  bring  a  practical 
measure  before  Parliament.  As  to  this 
Bill,  I  deprecate  its  introduction  ;  I  fore- 
see its  disappearance  ;  1  do  not  believe 
for  a  moment  that  the  noble  Marquess 
can  himself  have  meant  that  it  shonld 
pass  into  law.  Therefore,  I  think  that  it 
is  hardly  possible  that  he  could  have 
Tendered  a  greater  disservioe  to  his 
country  than  by  introducing  this  Bill  and 
delivering  the  speech  with  which  he 
introduced  it. 

The  Earl  of  Rosehery 


The  Marquess  ok  SALISBURY  : 
My  Lords,  I  freely  admit  that  in  bringing 
forward  a  Bill  of  this  character  from  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House,  I  am 
challenging  the  conduct  which  the  Go- 
vernment have  pursued,  and  trying  to 
point  out  to  them  that  they  have  not  met 
the  crisis  through  which  we  have  been 
passing  in  the  manner  which  their  duty 
and  their  position  demanded.  But  I  will 
deal,  in  the  first  place,  with  the  least 
important  points  to  which  the  noble  Earl 
referred.  He  informs  me  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  sweated  my  figures  down. 
I  readily  admit  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
are  great  adepts  in  that  art,  but  for  my 
part  I  prefer  figures  for  use  that  have  not 
been  sweated.  When  I  introduced  this 
Bill  to  your  Lordships,  I  pointed  out  the 
rate  at  which,  according  to  the  official 
figures  furnished  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
aliens  were  being  introduced  into  this 
country.  I  showed  that  in  1891  the 
official  figures  for  the  first  three  months 
gave  15,900  aliens,  that  the  official  figures 
for  the  first  ^wq  months  of  the  present 
year  gave  more  than  15,000,  and  that,  in 
my  judgment,  it  was  probable  that  when 
we  obtained  the  figures  for  June  they 
would  show  about  20,000  as  the  number 
that  had  come  into  this  country  during 
the  first  six  months.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  figures  have  come  out  since  at 
19,400,  or  a  little  more.  The  only  deduc- 
tion that  is  made  from  these  figures,  on 
which  I  understand  that  the  opponents 
of  this  proposal  rely,  is  that  a  certain 
number  of  these  immigrants  were  sailors, 
and,  it  is  said,  that  therefore  it  is  sertain 
that  they  went  out  again.  In  that  respect 
I  have,  in  the  first  place,  to  point  out  that 
many,  especially  of  the  most  destitute 
immigrants,  would  represent  themselves 
as  sailors  because  they  would  come  in  by 
the  process  of  working  their  passage. 
That  is  the  ordinary  mode  in  which  a 
man  who  is  destitute  of  all  other  means 
of  procuring  a  passage  procures  it. 
I  entirely  deny  that  all  who  come 
into  this  country  as  sailors  go 
out  again  as  sailors.  Such  a  contention 
involves  the  assumption  that  there  are 
no  sailors  in  distress  or  out  of  employ- 
ment. I  believe  a  very  large  numbier  of 
j»Hens  who  are  in  destitute  circumstances 
in  this  country  are  sailors  who,  on 
account  of  the  great  depression  which 
has  affected  the  shipping  trade  during  the 
last  few  years,  have  been  nnable  to  con- 
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tinile  the*F  previous  avocation.  I  etitirely 
demur  to  the  broad  assumption  that  ^i 
saiiord  who  come  into  this  coitntry-*-* 
all  persoDB  who  give  their  names  as  being 
sailors — maiy  be  treated  as  going  out  again 
in  the  same  capacity,  and  are  not  to  b^ 
treated,,  therefore,  as  aliens  who  haye 
remained  in  this  eonntry  during  the  year. 
£ven  if  we  admit  this  deduction  on 
aeoottut  of  sailors,  the  figures  as  they 
have  been  tineated  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
show  a  most  marvellous  contradiction. 
The  Official  Return  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
derived  from  counting  the  immigrants 
represents  that  the  aliens  not  stated  to  be 
en  route  to  America  who  came  in  during 
the  yeu'  1893  were  33,468.  £ven  if  you 
go  on  the  assumption  that  no  sailors  are 
destitnte,  and  that  no  sailors  remain 
behind  unable  to  get  on  when  they  come 
into  this  country,  there  would  still  be 
only  9,000  to  be  deducted  from  that 
number,  and  then  the  number  of  alien 
immigrants  into  this  country  who  stayed 
during  the  year  1893  was  24,000.  That 
is  the  result  of  the  official  figures  as  they 
stand.  Mr.  Willis,  in  a  paper,  whose 
ability  I  readily  grant,  has  sweated  down 
that  number  of  23,000  to  6,000,  but  he  has 
done  that  by  the  help  of  figures  which 
are  not  official,  which  cannot  be  cross- 
examined,  and  which  are  wholly  in- 
capable of  being  weighed.  He  has 
attempted  to  prove  that  there  cannot  have 
been  that  number  of  immigrants  remain- 
ing in  the  country,  by  comparing  the 
number  of  persons  who  came  into  the 
country  with  the  number  of  those  who 
have  gone  out.  But  he  has  no  official 
figures  to  show  how  many  immigrants 
came  in  and  how  many  went  out.  He  is 
obliged  to  obtain  that  information  by 
private  eommunieation  with  owners  of 
ships  and  others  from  whom  he  imagines 
he  ha»  the  means  of  arriving  at  a  con- 
clusion. That  might  be  a  trustworthy 
mode  of  computation  if  it  were  not  con- 
fronted by  the  fact  that  in  the  face  of 
24,000  represented  in  the  official  figures 
to  haye  oome  in,  he  only  allowed  for  6,000 
remaining.  I  cannot  say  that  I  think 
these  figures  areola  trust  worthy  character, 
and  until  we  have  it  in  an  official  form, 
and  can  ascertain  how  many  companies 
have  been  consulted,  how  many  firms 
have  been  consulted,  and  what  is  the 
natnre  of  the  evidence  they  can  give, 
those  figures  mnst  be  regarded  with  some 
doubt.     But  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  J 


to  suppose  Xh%i  on  the  ups  and  downs  of 
figures  a  policy  such  as  this  can  be  based. 
What  1  ventured  to  lay  before  yon  was 
that  tlie  justification  of  a  policy  of  this 
kind,  of  giving  to  our  Government  the 
power  of  excluding  pauper  aliens,  de- 
pends upon  the  fact  that  other  countries 
were  doing  the  same.  It  is  beeause 
America  in  the  year  1893^  made  her 
legislation  singularly  more  sharp,  because 
Canada  maintained  an  almost  equally 
severe  exclnsion,  and  because,  as  I  think, 
the  noble  Earl  himself  confessed,  all 
nations  were  doing  the  same,  that  it  be- 
comes a  mat^er  of  policy.  Whether  it  is 
a  matter  of  urgent  policy  or  nor,  it  be- 
comes a  matter  of  policy  to  give  your 
Government  the  power  to  exclude  aliens 
whom  foreign  restrictions  must  direct  to 
your  shores.  If  there  is  always  moving 
out  of  Europe  a  pauper  population,  if 
all  other  nations  refuse  to  receive  them,^ 
it  becomes  a  matter  of  mathematical  cer- 
tainty that  they  must  come  here.  And 
do  not  imagine  that  because  you  do  not 
find  the  names  of  pauper  aliens  ou  the 
workhouse  lists  that  therefore  they  exer- 
cise no  influence  to  the  injury  of  your 
own  population.  It  is  these  people  who 
diminish  theohanoes  of  earning  a  livelihood 
which  your  own  population  feels  so  much. 
Their  difficulty  of  finding  employment 
is  increasing  more  and  more,  the  number 
of  those  who  are  seeking  public  relief 
gets  greater  and  greater,  and  there  is  a 
very  general  belief  among  working  men, 
and  I  think  that  belief  is  founded  upon 
facts,  that  the  introduction  of  these  aliens, 
who  are  content  with  the  very  lowest 
conditions  of  existence,  has  a  tendency 
to  drive  our  b wn  population  out  of  employ- 
ment and  to  increase  the  hardness  of  that 
battle  which  they  have  to  fight  in  finding 
the  means  of  living.  It  is  a  matter  of 
no  small  consideration  that  that  is  the 
belief  they  themselves  entertain — that 
the  Government  of  this  country  does 
not  sufficiently  safeguard  their  interests 
by  preventing  a  competition  to  which 
they  have  a  right  to  object.  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Earl  relied  very  much  on  the 
fact  that  the  American  law  had  not 
been  carried  into  operation  in  any 
great  number  of  cases ;  but  that  is 
precisely  an  indication  of  the  mode  in 
which  legislation  of  this  kind  acts.  It 
does  not  act  so  much  to  drive  people  out 
as  to  deter  them  from  coming  in.  The 
American  law  is  now  very  strong.     It 
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forced  Steamship  CompanieB  that  bring 
immigrants  to  baad  up  io  their  offices  Id 
this  country  a  full  statement  of  the  pro- 
hibition against  perftons  landing  who  are 
likelj  to  become  a  public  charge.  This 
matter  is  brought  to  the  knowledge  of 
those  who  are  desiring  to  become  immi- 
grants into  America,  and  naturally  they 
ehrink  from  making  a  fruitless  voyage 
across  the  Atlantic  in  order  to  make  a 
voyage  back  again  ;  and  the  number  of 
those  who  actually  confront  the  American 
Inspectors  becomes  exceedingly  small. 
But  it  would  be  very  illogical  to  assert 
that  on  that  account  the  law  has  had  no 
effect.  The  noble  Earl  complains  of  the 
machinery  I  have  put  into  the  Bill.  I 
need  hardly  say  that  on  Second  Reading 
that  is  not  a  matter  which  it  is  necesbary 
to  discuss  at  length.  I  should  be  very 
willing  if  this  matter  went  on,  if  your 
Lordships  pass  the  Second  Beading,  and 
we  go  into  Committee,  to  adopt  auy 
more  perfect  machinery  which  the  Go- 
vernment or  anybody  else  might  suggest ; 
but  my  defence  for  adopting  the  ma- 
chinery I  have  put  into  the  Bill  is  that 
it  is  the  American  machinery.  It  is  a 
machinery  that  has  been  tried  and  found 
to  operate  well,  and  I  simply  transfer 
the  American  enactment  to  the  proposals 
I  have  laid  before  your  Lordships. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  ;  Has  it 
been  operative  ? 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  : 
Y'^es,  it  has  deterred  those  who  would 
otherwise  have  gone  from  going,  and 
has  kept  America  free  from  paupers 
whose  landing  they  dread.  That  is  one 
of  the  great  recommendtttions  of  such  a 
measure  for  this  country.  I  should  be 
very  sorry  if  there  was  a  constant  send- 
ing back  of  people  who  have  come  over 
to  this  oouQtry  ;  but  we  know  that  when 
once  destitute  persons  abroad  are  aware 
that  they  will  not  be  allowed  to  settle  in 
this  country  unless  they  have  means  of 
existence  they  will  never  undertake  the 
^iterprise.  They  will  shrink  from  the 
process  of  inspection  and  refusal,  and 
they  will  spare  ud  the  necessity  of 
inflicting  it  upon  them.  The  effect  will 
be  as  efficacious  here  as  in  America — in 
fact  more  so,  because  the  journey  across 
the  Channel  or  the  North  Sea  is  not  so 
severe  as  that  across  the  Atlantic.  It  is 
to  the  deterrent  and  not  to  the  operative 
effect  of  this  proposal  that  I  look  for 
efficacious  action  in  keeping  pauper  aliens 

The  Marquess  of  Salisburt/ 


out  of  the  country.     The  noble    Earl 
spoke  as  if  this  Bill,  if  passed  into  law, 
must  immediately  spring  into  operation 
on  all  parts  of  our  coasts.     That  is  not 
the  form  in  which  it  is  drawn.    If  the 
Government    so   think    fit,  it    may   be 
aUowed  to  remain  dormant,  and.  if  the 
Government  see  occasion  to  put  it  into 
force  they  can  do  so  by  a  simple  proda- 
matioD.     It  is  entirely  on  their  respon- 
sibility, it    is    entirely    in    their  disore* 
tioa    what    shall     be    the    amount    of 
its      operation,     how      long     it      shall 
last,    and    what     force    and    operation 
they  will  give  to  the  Bill  if  it  paases* 
The  noble  Lord  recommends  us  to  wait 
until   there   is  some  great  exodua  pro^ 
claimed  and  determined  upon  abroad.    Id 
my  opinion,  it  would  be  much  wiser  to  do 
it  now  when  there  would  lie  no  apprehen- 
sion of  any  invidious  application  of  such 
legislation.      If  there  were  some  great 
famine   abroad,  and  there  were  numbers 
coming  across,  of  whose  sufferings  you 
heard    highly -coloured    accounts,    there 
would   be    a   very  serious  difficulty  not 
only  in  passing  such  a  measure  through 
Parliament,  but  in  explaining  it  to  the 
foreign  Powers  with  whom  you  are  living 
in  friendship.     It  would  put  you  under 
the  necessity  of  discussing  all  the  miseries 
that  were  Roing  on,  and  all  the  danger  of 
the  exodus  at  a  time  when  men's  minds 
would  be  irritated  and  excited,  and  when, 
therefore,    there    would     be    the    least 
possible  chance  of  inducing  persons  on 
either  side  of  the  water  to  give  a  calm 
and  cool  consideration  to  such  propos^Us. 
There  is  one  danger,  at  all  events,  with 
which    the    noble    Lord  threatens    me, 
which,  I  confess,  I  have  no  cause  to  fear. 
He  seems  to  think   that  any  legislation 
of  this  kind  will  encourage  the  Americans 
in   pursuing   the  policy  on   which  they 
have  entered.     Will  the  noble  Lord  tell 
me  whether,  in  anything  he  has  observed 
in  American  legislation,  they  require  the 
least   encouragement    in    the   pursuit  of 
any  policy  on  which  they  may  have  seen 
fit  to  enter  ?     There  is  no  nation  which 
is  less  liable  to  be  driven  from  one  side 
to  the   other  in   a  policy  which   it  has 
undertaken    than     the    Gt)vernment    of 
America.     I   am   quite  certain  that  this 
Bill,  if  your  Lordships  pass  it,  will  not 
have  the  least  effect  on«America  or  any 
other  Power  in  inducing  them  to  alter 
the  course  of  policy  on  which  they  have 
embarked.     I  have  not  represented  this 
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fw  an  urgent  case ;  but  I  feel  that  it  is  a 
case  which  is  growiug  in  urgenoj  eveiy 
year,  and  that  the  discouragement  to 
your  own  population  Is  very  serioas  at  a 
time  when  their  misery  is  so  great,  and 
the  difficulty  of  obftainiog  employment  is 
so  serious,  if  they  feel  that  they  are  ex- 
posed to  the  oompetttioQ  of  men  with 
whom,  on  aecount  of  the  different  condi- 
tions under  which  they  live,  it  is  very 
hard  for  them- to  fight,  and  that  the  burdens 
under  which  they  lie  are  increased  by  a 
pauperism  which  is  oot  their  own.  I  do 
not  represent  the  matter  as  of  that  ur- 
gency that  great  and  immediate  public 
evil  will  result  if  the  proposal  is  not 
adopted  ;  but  I  think  that,  in  view  of  the 
legislation  of  America  and  of  Canada, 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  outlet  for 
all  the  poverty  of  Europe  Is  now  practi- 
cally stopped  in  that  direction,  the  matter 
calls  for  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  I  think  that  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  make  it  the  subject  of 
legislation  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 
I  am  not  alone  in  this  opinion.  I  have 
hit  upon  a  sentence,  an  eloquent  sen- 
tence, which  seems  to  me  to  indicate 
pretty  clearly  what  ought  to  be  the  policy 
of  this  country  in  this  respect.  This  is 
the  sentence — 

•*  I  take  it  if  there  is  one  certainty  in  the 
world  it  is  this  :  that  with  the  growth  of  immi- 
gration ami  with  the  continual  closing  of  the 
confines  of  States  to  the  destitute  immigrants 
of  other  countries,  there  is  no  country  in  the 
world  that  will  not  be  compelled  to  consider  its 
position,  and  possibly  reconsider  its  position, 
with  regard  to.  pauper  emigration,  unless  it 
wishes  permanently  to  degraile  the  status  and 
the  condition  of  its  own  working  classes." 

Those  eloquent  words  are  from  the  Earl 
of  Rosebery. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY:  They 
do  not  seem  to  justify  the  introduction  of 
a  Bill  in  July. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
The  noble  Lord  relies  upon  this  beiug 
July,  but,  when  I  remember  how  little 
the  difficulties  of  season  weighed  upon 
the  noble  Lord  and  his  colleagues  last 
year,  I  do  not  feel  that  we  can  for  a 
single  moment  admit  that  that  is  a  diffi- 
culty. I  now  come  to  the  other  and 
more  important  portiou  of  the  Bill.  The 
noble  Lord  tells  me  that  I  iiave  attacked 
my  country  and  given  a  support  to  all  Its 
calumniators,  and  that  there  is  no  ground 
whatever  for  saying  that  the  outrages 
which  have  taken  place  abroad  iiave  been 


organised  here.  The  noble  Lord  dweUs 
a  good  deal  on  the  fact  thkit  the  late  Go- 
vernment introduced  no  legislation  of 
this  kind.  But,  my  Lords,  the  terrible 
outbreak  of  Anarchic  violence  and  cruelty 
had  not  taken  place  when  we  were  in 
office.  This  succession  of  massacres  is  a 
moilern  phenomenon.  The  noble  Lord,  I 
understand,  condemns  me  for  having 
said  that  these  enterprises  were  oi'ganised 
on  this  soil.  The  words  I  need  were 
these,  and  I  certainly  will  not  in  the 
least  admit  that  they  were  used  by  in- 
advertence— they  are  words  to  which  I 
adhere  : — 

"The  world  ha^  been  horrified  by  tragii^ 
events  that  have  taken  place,  and  these  tragic 
events  have  been  merely,  as  it  were,  the  cul- 
mination of  a  series  of  attempts,  sometimes 
successful,  sometimes  unsuccessful,  but  which 
never  could  do  anything  but  draw  down  upon 
them  the  denunciation  and  horror  of  all  civilised 
men.  The  worst  part  of  it  is  that  these  enter- 
prises, so  far  as  we  can  judge,  are  to  a  great 
extent  prepai'ed  and  organist  on  this  soil.  So 
far  as  we  know,  much  of  the  material  products 
by  which  these  crimes  have  been  effecte<l  are 
manufactured  here." 

I  listened  with  great  curiosity  to  the 
denial  which  the  noble  Lord  brought 
from  the  police,  and  I  observed  that  it 
was  always  attempts  against  the  foreign 
Governments  which  he  denied  were  or- 
ganised here.  He  never  said  anything 
about  attempts  against  foreign  peoples. 
He  never  said  anything  about  these  ter- 
rible massacres  of  innocent  men,  which 
are  the  most  cruel  feature  of  the  out- 
break of  crime  that  this  generation  has 
witnessed.  He  spoke  much  of  Goviehi'- 
ments  and  Princes.  I  would  not  say  k 
word  to  extenuate  or  diminish  my  own 
expression  of  horror  at  the  terrible  crime 
under  which  the  President  of  the  French 
Republic  has  fallen  ;  but  there  is  even  a 
deeper  depth  than  that  horrible  atrooity. 
It  is  to  be  found  in  those  fiendish  and 
bloodthirsty  crimes  which  have  not  even 
the  wretched  defence  that  they  are 
directed  against  the  holder  of  any  Power 
or  any  authority  in  foreign  countries,  b<kt 
which  are  directed  against  people  who 
are  absolutely  innocent,  who  have  uoeon- 
nectiou  with  any  bad  laws,  or  evil  social 
phenomena,  or  any  iustitutious  that  can 
be  condemned.  Such  enterprises  as 
Barcelona  and  the  murder  at  the  Termfi- 
nus  Hotel  appear  to  me  to  exceed  in 
wickedness,  if  it  is  possible,  even  the 
wickedness  undor  which  the  President  of 
the  French  Republic  fell.    Those  itiiAO- 
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cent  citizens  were  killed  merelj  that 
attentioti  might  he  attracted  and  that 
notoriety  might  be  purchased  for  the 
assassins  ;  and  they  flinched  from  no 
misery  that  they  could  inflict  upon  inno- 
cent men  and  women,  from  no  destruction 
that  resulted  to  families,  if  they  could 
only  attain  the  wretched  objects  that  pre- 
sented themselves  to  their  diseased  ambi- 
tion. I  venture  to  think  that  it  is  even  a 
more  terrible  responsibility  if  it  turns  out 
to  be  the  case  that  enterprises  of  this 
kind  are  prepared  and  organised  in  this 
country  than  even  those  enterprises 
which  have  still  a  shred,  or  a  shadow,  a 
tincture  of  political  character  upon  them, 
horrible  and  detestable  as  they  are. 

The  Eael  of  ROSEBERY  :  I  am 
«orry  to  interrupt  the  noble  Marquess, 
but  since  I  spoke  I  have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  commuuicating  with  the  Home 
Secretary,  who  authorises  me  to  extend 
the  remarks  I  have  made  to  all  the  mur- 
derous outrages  of  which  the  noble  Mar- 
quess speaks. 

The  Marqcess  of  SALISBURY  : 
Of  course,  I  cannot  cross-examine  that 
statement,  and,  so  far  as  it  goes,  the 
noble  Lonl  must  have  the  benefit  of  it. 
I  have  to  rely  upon  what  appears  in 
sources  of  public  information.  If  I  had 
relied  upon  foreign  newspapers,  as  the 
noble  Lord  suggests,  I  might  have 
brought  testimony  to  bear  upon  such 
statements  ;  but  it  is  absolutely  incorrect 
to  say  that  it  is  only  those  newspapers 
which  are  hostile  to  this  country  that 
have  indulged  in  reflections  of  that  kind. 
Such  reflections  have  come  from  news- 
papers belonging  to  every  party  and 
every  tinge  of  opinion,  whether  friendly 
to  England  or  the  reverse,  and  what  I 
have  myself  noticed  in  newspapers  gave 
me  the  impression  which  I  laid  be- 
fore the  House.  I  deny  that  I  am  bound 
to  bring  forward  proof  before  I  make  such 
a  complaint  to  Parliament.  Such  a 
doctrine  would  involve  that  you  may 
never  complaiu  of  any  evil,  however 
horrible,  unless  you  are  prepared  to  bring 
witnesses  to  swear  to  it  at  the  Bar.  That 
is  a  total  misconception  of  the  duty  of 
a  legislative  body.  We  have  often  to 
deal  with  evils  of  which  we  are  fully 
convinced,  but  of  which  we  cannot  give 
formal  or  legal  proof.  I  will  read  what 
was  published  in  The  Times — I  think  it 
came  from  the  Central  News,  which  is, 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury 


I  believe,  an  organ  devoted  to  Her 
Majesty's  Grovemment— with  respect  to 
that  explosion  in  Greenwich  Park  which 
puzzled  the  noble  Lord  so  much.  That 
explosion  took  place  in  consequence  of 
the  accidental  firing  of  a  projectile  which 
was  being  carried  in  his  pocket  by  the 
secretary  of  a  certain  club  called  the 
Autonomic  Club,  where  the  anarchical 
foreigners  meet  for  the  innocent  conver- 
sation which  the  noble  Lord  guaran- 
tees— 

"  The  district  of  Tottenham  Court  Road  has* 
long  been  notorious  as  the  feivourite  domicile  of 
the  most  advanced  section  of  the  Socialist  party 
aQ<l  of  the  Anarchists,  English  and  foreign.  In 
a  street  off  this  main  thoroughfare  is  a  club, 
known  to  the  police  for  years  past  as  the  resort 
of  political  (lesperadoes  of  all  nationalities, 
wherein  anarchy  and  the  *  Social  Revolution' 
are  preached.  Some  tim^  ago  the  frequency  of 
the  visits  paid  by  some  of  the  leading  fre- 
quenters of  the  club  to  a  house  in  another  street 
leading  off  Tottenham  Court  Road,  and  the  fact 
that  a  number  of  French  and  Spanish  Anarchists 
had  taken  up  their  residence  in  the  same  build- 
ing, le*l  to  a  special  and  very  careful  watch  being 
kept  on  the  place.  It  was  speedily  discovered  that 
the  suspected  men  were  in  frequent  communica- 
tion with  the  leading  Continental  Anarchists, 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  as  it  is  now  known,  the 
latest  bomb-thrower,  Emile  Henry,  was  in  the 
house  only  a  few  weeks  ago.  There  is  also 
reason  to  believe  that  he  obtained  from  fellow- 
conspirators  in  this  house  the  ingredients  and 
material  with  which  to  manufacture  the  infernal 
machine  which  he  threw  with  such  terrible 
effect  in  the  Cafe  Teiminus  in  Paris." 

Of  course,  when  you  throw  a  bomb  not 
much  of  it  remains,  and  it  is  not  easy  to 
ascertain  by  examination  whence  it  came 
or  where  it  was  made ;  but  from  The 
Times  oi  February  14  it  appears  that 

"  M.  Girard,  the  municipal  analyst,  thinks  that 
the  can  containing  bits  of  lead  and  zinc  was 
probably  an  English  can." 

The  Earl  op  ROSEBERY  :  Pro- 
bably  I 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  : 
Then  unless  I  can  produce  the  can  and 
swear  to  the  place  where  it  was  made 
the  noble  Lord  thinks  there  is  do  possible 
reason  for  legislative  interference. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  Was 
that  extract  from  the  Central  News  ? 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY  : 
No ;  from  The  Times  correspondent  in 
Paris.  I  suppose  the  noble  Lord  will 
also  speak  with  contempt  of  The  Times 
correspondent  at  Vienna ;  but  in  The 
Times  of  February  20  the  correspondent 
of  that  paper  in  Vienna  stated- 
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**  It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  in  theopioion  I 
of  the  policei  most  of  the  Anarchist  handbills 
were  pnntecl  in  London." 

In    The  Times  of.  February  17  I  also 
find— 

"  In  the  Autonomie  Clnb  a  qoaatity  of 
Anarchist  liteiatore  was  seised,  inolnding  a 
manifesto  coached  in  the  most  vioient  language, 
printed  on  blood-red  paper,  and  headed  in  large 
letters  ^  Death  to  Camot.'  This  had  been 
printed  in  London,  and  is  known  to  have  been 
widely  circulated  in  France." 

Five    months    after   that    the   dreadful 
murder  took  place.     Would  you,  if  you 
were  dealing  with  a,  private  indiotment, 
doubt  that  that  murder  was,  partially  at 
least,  organised  in  England  ?     It  is  idle 
to  say,  until  you  disprove  these  facts, 
that  these  murders  are  not  organised  here. 
The   noble  Earl   makes   this   ingeuious 
suggestion,  that  these  murders  are  only 
committed  abroad,  and  therefore  the  best 
thing  to  do  18  to  induce  these  persons  to  re- 
main here.  But  it  is  here  that  they  remain, 
aud  consult,  and  plot,  and  obtain  materials 
for  doing  their  crimes,  and  it  is  from  here 
that  the  criminal  messengers  go  forth  to 
accomplish  their  hideous  task.     I  do  not 
know  how  far  the  denials  of  th&  Home 
Secretary   may   go.     Of  course,   I    am 
bound  to  accept  them  absolutely,  so  far 
as  they  go.     But  I  can  only  say   that 
it     is     most     unfortunate     that     these 
impressions    have     been     allowed     to 
go   abroad    uncontradicted    if   there    is 
really    no  foundation  for  them  in  fact. 
But,  my  Lords,  be  pleased  to  remember,  if 
it  is  true  that  I  can  only  rely  on  unoiRcial 
information,   and   cannot   penetrate    the 
secrets  of  the  Home  Office,  that  public 
opinion,  not  only  here  but  abroad,  is  in 
the  same  position  :  that  they  can  only 
argue  from  the  phenomena  which  they 
see,    and    from    the    indications   which 
convey  themselves  to  their  minds ;  and 
that  they  have  been  going  on  for  years  and 
years  more  and  more  convinced  that  our  in* 
stitutions — it  ppay  be  with  no  fault  of  our 
own  except  our   legislation — <lo  give  a 
harbour   to  these  atrocious  villains  and 
do  afford  facilities  for  the  commission  of 
their   crimes.     I  made  an   omission  the 
other  day.     In  my  last  speech  I  did  not 
pay  a  tribute  to  the  ceaseless  activity  and 
singular  intelligence  of  the  British  police 
throughout  the   whole  of  these  affairs. 
But  that  does  not  lessen,   in  the  least 
degree,  the  case  against  the  English  law 
as  it  stands,  which  does  not  place  in  onr 
hands  that  which,  in  many  instancesj  is 


the  only  effective  weapon  for  preventing 
the  organisation  of  ofleuces  of  this  kind. 
My  Lords,  I  say  that  it  is  your  duty  not 
to  allow  this  country  to  be  the  base  of 
operations  for  crimes  of  this  sort,  that 
you  are  seriously  injuring  the  interests  of 
England  abroad  and  seriously  diminishing 
the  influence  of    your    country  among 
foreign   peoples,   if  you  alloTi  them  to 
believe    that    reasonable    precautions — 
precautions    which   every   other   nation 
takes — have  not  been  taken  by  yoti  to 
prevent   the  organisation    of  crimes  on 
your  own  soil.     The  noble  Lord  spoke 
much  of  Mazzini.     He  must  have  been 
conscious,  while  he  was  speaking,  that 
he    was    treating     of     matters    wholly 
irrelevant     to      the.    question      before 
us.      My    whole    case    is    that    every- 
thing   has     changed    since     the     days 
of   Kossuth,    Mazzini,    and     Garibaldi. 
It  is  no  longer  a  case  of  liberty  against 
despotism.     It  is  no  longer  a  question  of 
giving  a  harbour  of  safety  to  those  who, 
in  the  vicissitudes  of  politics,  have  failed 
to   carry    their  own    ideals    into   effect. 
You  are  now  dealing  with  men  for  whom 
any  such  excuse  is  impossible,  and  would 
be  almost  disgraceful.      You  are  dealing 
with  men  who  commit  crimes,  which  it 
is  difficult  to  exceed  by  reference  to  any 
which  history  has  recorded,  and  which  it 
would   be  difficult    to    exceed    in    any 
imagination  that  the  power  of  poets  or 
romancers  could  portray.      These  men 
are  here.     If  you  remain  the  only  State 
from  which  they  cannot  be  turned  out» 
by  a   mathematical   law  they   must   all 
come  here.  You  are  close  to  the  countries 
in  which  their  greatest  crimes  are  com- 
mitted.     It   is   not   the  fault   of   police 
officers,  or  the  absence  of  our  goodwill. 
It  is  only  the  fault  of  the  defects  of  your 
law.     It  is  the  result  which  must  inevit- 
ably follow,  that,  being  near  as  you  are, 
this      terrible     disease     of     anarchical 
murder  and  outrage  should  find  a  refuge, 
an  assistance,  and  a  cover  in  the  shelter 
which,  most  unwillingly,  our  soil  offers 
to    their    crime.       My  Lords,  I  should 
regret  very  much  if  it  should  be  resolve<l 
not  to  take  measures  of  precaution  after 
the  fearful  year  of  crime  we  have  had,, 
if   only  in  order   to   clear  this  country, 
even  in  the  eyes  of  these  foreign  news- 
papers whom  the    noble   Lord    despise.> 
so  much  from  the  too  plausible  sugges- 
tion  that   we    have   not   regarded    this 
crime  with  sufficient    horror,  nor  taken 
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adequate  precautious  to  preveot  it.  It 
would  be  absurd  if  we  should  refuse  to 
take  those  precautious  lest  we  should 
fall  into  the  other  error,  of  which  bur 
ancestors  were  well  aud  rightly  afraid — 
uamelj,  that  of  refusing  succour  to  those 
who  have  no  faults  but  their  political 
opinions.  We  should  only  diminish  our 
power  of  spreading  sound  political  views 
in  which  we  believe  throughout  the 
world  if  we  allow  them  to  be  mixed  up 
with  the  horrible  caricature  of  them 
to  which  we  have  been  exposed. 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  express  any 
very  lively  hope  that,  in  the 
present  state  of  business  in  the 
House  of  CommonS)  we  should  be  able 
to  carry  this  measure  into  law  ;  but  I  do 
ask  you  to  record  your  opinion  that  a 
change  of  the  law  in  the  direction  of 
these  suggestions  is  desirable,  and  to 
leave  the  responsibility  of  refusing  to 
take  it  upon  those  who  accept  that 
responsibility,  and  to  show,  at  all  events, 
that  there  are  many  men  and  Members  of 
one  of  the  Houses  of  Legislature 
who  view  those  responsibilities  in  a 
serious  light  in  reference  to  the 
terrible  phenomena  of  these  later 
times.  I  do  not,  for  a  moment, 
accept  the  noble  Lord's  suggestion  that 
the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  would 
not  be  able  to  refuse  any  improper  sug- 
gestion which  was  made  to  him  that  he 
ought  to  exercise  his  power.  Sugges- 
tions are  made  to  Ministers  by  foreign 
Powers  every  month,  which  they  are 
compelled  to  decline.  Foreign  Ministries 
know  very  well  what  are  the  views 
prevalent  in  this  country,  and  no  Minister 
would  go  against  such  publip  opinion. 
But  I  protest  against  the  doctrine  that 
out  of  fear  of  the  weakness  of  our  own 
administrators  we  will  not  arm  theiu 
with  the  powers  necessary  to  prevent  the 
organisation  of  crime  abroad  or  the  main- 
tenance of  tranquillity  at  home.  I  feel 
convinced  that  these  powers  would  not 
be  misused,  even  by  gentlemen  with 
respect  to  whom  my  confidence  is  so 
little  enthusiastic  as  it  is  with  regard  to 
those  who  now  constitute  Her  Majesty *s 
Government.  But  X  am  anxious  to  wipe 
off  what  appears  to  me  to  be  a  real  dis- 
grace to  this  country.  The  noble  Lord 
seems  to  think  that  we  can  avoid  the 
disgrace  by  stoutly  denying  the  facts ; 
but  I  am  obliged  to  demur  to  any  such 
ostrich-like  policy.      I  desire  to  stand 

The  Marquehs  of  Salisbury 


with  a  fair  conscience  before  the  en- 
lightened and  Christian  intelligence  of 
the  world  ;  and  I  wish  it  to  be  known 
that  our'  country  looks  with  as  much 
horror  as  any  other  country  upon  these 
detestable  enormities,  and  that  it  is  will- 
ing to  make  some  departure  from  its  old 
habits  and  some  sacrifice  of  its  own  con- 
venience in  order  to  make  clear  to  its 
allies  and  to  its  friends  that  it  has  no 
part  or  share  in  crimes  which  have  cast 
H  stain  of  blood  and  horror  on  the  closing 
years  of  the  19th  century. 

Earl  C0WP£R  :  As  I  intend  to 
vote  against  those  with  whom  I  genera- 
ally  find  myself  in  company,  I  desire  to 
explain  in  a  few  words  my  views  on  thiA 
subject.  There  is  no  doubt  that  any- 
thing on  this  subject  which  comes  from 
the  noble  Marquess  opposite  must  be 
deserving  of  the  greatest  attention,  be- 
cause for  six  years  he  brilliantly  con- 
ducted the  foreign  affairs  of  this 
country,  and  while  maintaining  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  this  country 
abroad,  was  careful  not  to  get  us  int6 
any  difficulty  with  any  foreign  nation* 
Indeed,  I  feel  that  if  the  noble  Marquess 
were  in  power  and  asked  for  this  Bill,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  refuse  him ;  but 
that  not  being  so,  it  is  open  to  us  all  to 
exercise  the  right  of  private  judgment. 
Nobody  regards  those  anarchist  outrages 
with  greater  horror  and  detestation  than 
I  do  ;  but  I  cannot  feel  that  this  Bill  is 
the  best  way  to  strengthen  the  bands  of 
the  Government  to  cope  with  them.  II 
the  hands  of  the  Government  really  want 
strengthening  in  the  matter,  the  coarse 
of  action  appears  to  me  to  lie  in  another 
direction.  I  maintain  that  by  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Bill  you  will  not,  by  any 
means,  get  the  anarchists  and  those  who 
advocate  their  atrocious  measures  within 
your  net;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  you 
will  strike  at  many  who  do  not  at  all 
come  under  the  category  of  anarchists. 
I  will  not  go  at  any  length  into  the 
question  of  previous  Alien  Acts.  Almost 
all  of  them  were  carried  with  the  inten- 
tion of  protecting  ourselves  from  dan- 
gerous foreigners,  who  came  to  commit 
outrages  within  our  shores,  and  they 
have  hardly  ever  been  acted  upon ;  but 
the  real  difference  between  these  Acts 
and  the  measure  now  before  us  is  that 
now  we  are  asked  to  pass  an  Alien  Bill 
for  the  protection  of  other  nations.  The 
time    that  most  resembles  the  present 
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state  of    things    was   1858,  when   that 
abominable  outrage    was  committed   bj 
Orsini.     The  man  who  threw  the  bomb 
not    only   endangered    the   life    of    the 
French  Emperor^  but  caused  the  destruc- 
tion of  maaj  innocent  people,  and  but 
for  an  accident  might   have  caused  the 
death  of  many  more.  That  was  certainly  a 
most  outrageous  crime,  and  one  of  which 
we  might  well  be  called  upon  to  take 
notice.     The  circumstances  now  are  very 
different,  and  I  admit  that  so  far  as  a  differ- 
ence exists  it  is  in  favour  of  the  case  of  the 
noble  Marquess,  for  now  there  have  been 
no  French  Despatches  l^ft  unanswered, 
and  there  are  no  furious  denunciations  by 
French  military  officers,  such  as  were  pub- 
lished in  Paris  in  1858 ;  and,  therefore,  the 
present  time  presents   less  difficulty  in 
enacting    repressive  measures.      But  I 
think  that  if  we  are  to  do  anything  it 
should  be  done  in  the  direction  which 
after  mature  consideration  was  decided 
on  by  Lord  Palmerston,  and  that  was  in 
the  direction  of  strengthening  our  own 
laws   rather    than    in   the  direction   of 
sending  aliens  out  of  the  country.     If 
we  could  not  grapple  with  these  Anar- 
chists by  means  of  the  existing  law,  then 
the  law  must  be  amended  and  strmigthened 
in  order  that  nobody  can  excite  to  out- 
rage  or   take   part   in   outrage  without 
bringing    himself    under    the    law.      I 
believe  the  law  is  at  present  very  strong 
in  that  direction,  and  that  anybody  who 
can  be  proved  to  have  taken  part  in  out- 
rages of  this  kind,  or  to  have  been  an 
accessory  ^to  them  in  any  way  can  be 
punished  as  the  law  already  exists.     It 
is  said  that  these  outrages  are  committed 
entirely  by  foreigners,  but  I  am  afraid 
that  DO  country,  not  even  England,  is 
entirely  free  from  ruffians  of  the  blackest 
die,   or  from   that  class  whose  mental 
condition     hovers     on     the    borderland 
between  lunacy  and  crime,  and  I  cannot 
feel  sure  that  there  are  no  Anarchists  in 
England  who  are  Englishmen.     However 
that  may  be,  we  must  have  a  different 
weapon  than  a  mere  power  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  tell  these  people  to  go  away. 
If  the  law  wants  strengthening  it  must 
be  strengthened  in  another  way.     I  do 
not  object  to  this  power  being  given  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  because  I  fear 
any  Secretary  of  State  or  any  Govern- 
ment would  be  so  weak  as  to  surrender 
Garibaldi,  Kossuth,  or  even  Mazzini. 


The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  : 
There  is  nothing  about  surrender  in  my 
Hill. 

Earl  COWPER  :  But  it  Virould  drive 
him   away  from  this  country,  and  that 
would  mean  in  most  cases  to  drive  him 
into  the  hands  of  the  authorities  of  his 
own  country.     But  I  was  saying  that  I 
did  not  think  that  any  Secretary  of  State 
would  tell  Garibaldi  or  Kossuth  that  they 
must    leave    our    shores,    or    tell   even 
Mazzini  that  he  should  go  ;    because,  in 
spite     of     the     noble    qualities    which 
Mazzini    undoubtedly    possessed,    there 
was  one   black  spot  on  his  career,  and 
that  was  that  he  advocated  assassination. 
But  while  I  believe  that  no  Secretary  of 
State  would  under  the    Bill   tell   even 
Mazzini  that  he  should  leave  our  shores, 
the  Bill  would  place  any  person  who  held 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  in  a  very 
disagreeable  position.     At  present,  if  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  asked  by  any  foreign 
nation  to  banish  men  of  that  kind  from 
our  shores,  he  would  simply  say,"  I  cannot 
do  it."    But  if  we  pass  this  Bill  he  would 
be  obliged  to  say,  "  I  will  not  do  it."  Such 
a  position  of  affairs  would  be  likely  to 
cause  considerable  friction  between  the 
Governments  engaged  in  the  controversy, 
especially  if  their  relations  were  already 
in    any     way    strained.      Again,    why 
should  we  press  this  Bill  on  an  unwilling 
Government     when     the      Government 
declare  they  have   every   weapon  they 
want  ?      Moreover,    I     deprecate     any 
unnecessary  multiplication  of  differences 
of  opinion  between  this  and*  the  other 
House,  and  parading  of  such  differences 
befoi'e    the    public.      There    are    some 
measures  in  regard  to  which  this  House 
must  record    its  opinions   and   stick    to 
them.     Every  additional  quarrel,  every 
additional    difference,    must    complicate 
matters   in  relation   to   the   great  main 
issue,  and  make  it  more  difficult  for  the 
House  of  Lords,   when  it  put  its   foot 
down,    to    insist    on     maintaining    the 
opinions  we  have  uttered,  even  to   the 
very  last.     Seeing,  therefore,  that  this 
Bill  will  not  be  acceded  to  by  the  other 
House,  I  cannot  see  the   advantage  of 
dividing  on  the  present  occasion.    I  hope 
that  such  a  course  will  not  be  taken,  but 
if  it  be  taken,  owing  to  what  I  consider 
to  be  the  ineffective  character  of  the  Bill, 
and  also  its  dangers  in  another  direction, 
I   shall    be   compelled  to  vote   against 
the  Second  Reading.        ^ 
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Thb  LORD. CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Herscuell)  :  With  regard  to  the  first 
part  of  the  measure,  I  must  call  attention 
to  what  I  think  id  an  error  into  which  the 
noble  Marquess  has  fallen  with  regard  to 
the  statistics  of  pauper  aliens.  He  sug- 
gests an  incoDsistencj  in  what  he  calls 
Uie  official  statistics  and  the  statements 
whicli  are  made  in  the  Blue  Book  re- 
cently published.  My  Lords,  the  Return, 
as  it  comes  out  month  by  mouth,  and 
half-year  by  half-year,  is  a  record  of 
the  immigration  of  aliens  who  are  '*  not 
known  "  to  be  on  their  way  elsewhere-*- 
that  is,  who  have  not  through  tickets. 
It  does  not  purport  to  be  a  Return  of 
aliens  who  enter  and  stay.  It  does  not 
follow  that  because  the  aliens  are  not 
knowu  to  be  on  their  way  elsewhere,  that 
they  are,  therefore,  not  so  intending,  and 
indeed  it  is  certain  that  many  of  them 
do  intend  and  do  go  elsewhere.  That 
is  the  explanation  of  the  difference  l>e- 
tween  the  large  figures  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quess and  the  very  much  smaller  figures 
alluded  to  in  the  Return.  I  pass  from 
that  to  what  the  noble  Marquess  said 
was  the  more  important  part  of  the  Bill. 
Now,  my  Lords,  the  noble  Marquess  has 
based  the  case  on  that  part  of  the  Bill  on 
the  ground  that  we  are  shown  to  have  been 
implicated  in  some  of  the  crimes  which 
have  recently  taken  place. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  :  I 
must  demur  to  that  statement  of  my 
words.  I  did  not  use  the  word  **  impli- 
cated." I  said  that  those  crimes  were, 
owing  to  defects  of  our  law,  organised 
on  our  soil. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Herschell)  :  By  '*  implicated  "  I  mean 
what  the  noble  Marquess  ha»  just  de- 
scribed. If  these  crimes  have  taken  place 
because  of  the  condition  of  our  law,  and 
we  could  have  prevented  them  by  chang- 
ing the  law,  I  regard  that  as  implicating 
us.  But  I  deny  that  the  noble  Marquess 
has  established  either,  as  a  matter  of  fact. 
He  has  said  that  we  ought  to  legislate 
on  account  of  the  disgrace — that  was  the 
word  he  used — which  rests  upon  us  by 
reason  of  these  circumstances.  I  deny 
altogether  that  any  disgrace  rests  upon 
us.  I  deny  that  there  is  any  foundation 
in  point  of  fact  or  that  there  has  been 
the  slightest  proof  produced  that  any  one 
of  these  Anarchist  crimes  which  took 
place  abroad  was  hatched  in  this 
country,     or     that    any    one    of  ,them 


would  not  have  taken  place  just  as  and 
when  it  did  if  such  a  law  as  this  had 
been  in  force.  What  evidence  is  '>efore 
the  House  ?  On  the  one  hand,  your 
Lordships  have  the  evidence  of  those 
who  are  likely  to  be  as  well  informed  as 
any  people  can  be  on  the  subject — the 
autliorities  who  have  been  watching  it 
during  the  last  two  years.  That  evidence 
so  far  is  entirely  against  the  supposition 
that  these  crimes  were  concocted  here,  or 
that  the  perpetrators  of  them  went  from 
this  country  to  commit  them.  What  have 
we  on  the  other  side  ?  I  quite  admit 
that  in  a  matter  of  this  sort  you  may  act 
upon  evidence  short  of  tliat  which  would 
convict  a  criminal  in  a  Court  of  Justice. 
But  still  it  should  be  some  evidence.  It 
should  l>e  evidence  which  ought  to  guide 
the  action  of  reasonable  men.  Now, 
what  is  the  evidence  which  the  noble 
Marquess  has  produced  ?  The  principal 
evidence  is  a  piece  of  Central  News 
gossip  about  the  Autonomic  Club  in 
Tottenham  Court  Road,  upon  which  no 
reasonable  mau  would  act,  and  upon 
which  certainly  no  reasonable  man  ought 
to  act.  Does  the  noble  Marquess  mean 
to  say  that  these  gossipy  accounts,  which 
we  see  every  day  when  crimes  are  com- 
mitted or  when  there  is  a  raid  on  this  or 
that  establishment,  are  to  be  relied  upon 
as  strict  statements  of  fact  ?  Yet,  against 
tlie  official  statement  of  the  noble  Earl 
all  that  the  noble  Marquess  puts  is  this 
gossip  of  the  Central  News.  But  what 
does  that  gossip  amount  to  ?  That  a 
man  named  Henry,  who  committed  one 
of  these  crimes,  had  at  some  time  pre- 
viously been  in  this  country.  The  man^a 
antecedents  and  whereabouts  have  been 
investigated  in  France.  Is  it  not  certain 
that  that  man,  whether  he  had  been  in 
this  country  or  not,  had  been  living  in 
France,  and  had  been  long  in  France 
before  this  crime  was  committed,  and 
that  he  bad  been  under  the  observation 
so  far  as  could  be  of  the  French  police 
when  the  crime  was  committed  ?  To  say 
that  we  are  responsible  for  that  crime  in 
any  sort  of  way,  even  if  it  be  true,  as  to 
which  there  is  no  evidence  but  the  state- 
ment of  the  Central  News,  that  he  had 
been  in  London  some  weeks  l>efore,  is 
ridiculous.  He  committed  that  crime 
with  some  bits  of  iron  and  an  explosive^ 
both  of  them  perfectly  well  obtainable 
in  France  just  as  well  as  here,  and  with 
a    can    which,    it    is    suggef<ted,    was 
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probably   of  Englisb  make,   but   whicb 
might  bave  beeu  obtained  as  easily  in 
France  as  here,  because  I  imagme  there 
are   plenty  of  cans  of  English  make  in 
France.     Surely  that  conldt  not  be  taken 
as  any  evidencje  that  this  crime  was  a 
crime  resulting-  from  any  action  in'  this 
country.    But  What  should  We  have  done 
if  this  Bin  had  been  la\v  ?     This  man 
Henry  was  only  a  sojourner  here.     He 
came  for  the  purpose  of  ^gorng  back,  lind 
all  we  could  have  done  would  be  to  tell 
him  to  go,  which  is  just  precisely  the 
action  he  took.     How  could   yon   have 
taken  any  step  towards  preventing  this 
crime  ?     I  deny  that  it  is  established  tks 
a  fact  that  there  is  any  special  call  for 
this  legislation,  and  I  mttintain  that  it  is 
in   the   highest    degree    undesirable    to 
legislate    in    this    fashion    without    an 
urgent  necessity   for  it.      But   there   is 
another  thing  which,  it  seems  to  me,  the 
noble  Marquess  has  to  establish  in  order 
to  prove  his  case  for  this  Bill,  and  that 
is,    not    merely    that     some    of     these 
anarchical  crimes  might  be  planned  here 
or  that  some  of  the  materials  might  have 
been  got  here,  but  that  the  power  which 
he  proposes  to  give  would  do  anything 
towards  preventing  the    commission   of 
these  crimes  or  their  concoction  in  this 
country.     It  is  not  every  perpetrator  of 
these  crimes  that  is  known  bcfforehand  as 
about  to  perpetrate  them.    The  Home 
Secretary  here  could  only  get  his  infor- 
mation from  the  police,  and  it  is  very 
often  difficult  for  the  police  to  become 
aware  of  what  is  to  come  abont.     tinder 
this  Bill  yon  cannot  Act  untfi  yon  get 
information  that  a  man  is  plotting.     It 
seems  to  me  that  if  yon  had  such  in- 
formation, the  probability   is   that   you 
would  do  much  more  harm  than  good*  by 
expelling  him.     The  probability  is  that 
if    a   man   was   kept   under'  police  sur- 
veillance here,  and   our  police  were   in 
communication  with  foreign  police,  the 
crime  would  be  much  more  likely  to  be 
prevented  than  by  expelling  him.     It 
seems  to  me  the  weapon  with  which  you 
propose  to  arm  the  Goi^ernment  is  one 
that  nevw  would  be  effective.     There  is 
no  evidence   that   it  evdr    has    proved 
effective,  and  I  think  the  noble  Mar- 
quess was   bound  to  ofibr  some  'gr6^ifMl 
iot  'belidying*  'that  'the*  mte^e  power  •  of 
«!tpul^k>n-^f6l-  thati*fs  all'it'aikioimes  to^^ 
^bofd  ««i«ble  ^f^ou'byexpelHug  a  inteU'  to 
iMd^rthe ndttiberMdf  eritties' i^ss;   -lam 
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unable  to  see  how  it  would  do  so.'    The 
man  expelled  would  go  somewhere.    He 
is  a  man  as  a  rule — ^\'ery  frequently,  at 
all  events — reckless  of  life,  Srho*  often 
glories,  in  these  cHmes  -when  he  knows 
hfsdooiVis  feerttiin.=     Do 'Vbii  str{)pose 
that 'by  merely  sending  a  man  of  this 
description,  •  even  if  you  auspecfted  him, 
out  of  this  country,  to  make  some  dther 
country  the  base  of  his  6perations',' vWi 
would  be  likely  to  prevent  any  of  th^ 
crhnes  ?    I  cannot  belidve  that  you  Would, 
and  to  pass  an  Act  Which  woiild  b6a 
mere  page  on  the  Statute'  Book  innd'  id- 
effectual  would'  be  infinitely  xvorse  thun 
to  leave  the  law  as  it  sUnds:  ThenoMb 
Marquess  asks  us  to  pass  the   Bill   in 
order  to  show  our  sense  of  the'  disgrace 
of  offences  of -this  kind  being  planned 
upon  our  shores.      I  think  there  would 
be  nothing   moiie   unwise  than  to  pass 
any    legislation   from  a '  motive  of  that 
description.      If  we  are  certain  that  wfe 
are  doihg  the  best  that  could  be  done ;  if 
we  are  certain  that  legislation  of  this  kind, 
if  passed,  though  it  might  be  a  «iluse  of 
embarriAssment,  would  not  furnish  us  with 
a  weapon  which  would  stop  them  one 
crime,    then   nothing    would    l^e    mwe 
foolish  than,  for  fear  that  foreign  nations 
might  think  that  we  were  Aot?  doing  all 
that  we  ought,  we  should  put  upon'  the 
Statute  Book  legislation  which  would  be 
a  dead  letter  and  which  Would' not  stop 
any  crime.      If  such  legislation  did  no 
good  it   must  do  harm,  becanse  if  in  « 
moment  of  excitement   and  horror  and 
detestation  of  these  crimes  which  make 
us  ikll  shudder  you  pass  ineffbotive  legis- 
lation under   the'  notion  that    you   are 
doing -something,  it  is  likely  to  make  you 
less  vigilant  and  active  in  that   whieh 
you  Te6,lly  lean  do.     There  is  a  risk  also 
of   this    legislation,   which    would    not 
diihinish  the  number  of  anarchical  crimed, 
endangering  the  relations   between  this 
and   other    countries    at  times  when  it 
might     be     alMmportant    that     these 
relations  should  not  be  strained.      For 
these  reasons'  I  trust  your  Lordshrpe  will 
not  give  a  Second  Reading  to  this  Bf H, 
and  I  hope  that  the  noble  Matquess  way 
respond  td  the  appeal  made  by  the  noble 
£Brl> whet  has'  ju^t  sut  down  to-  comerider 
whether  it 'is>  hecemicrj  tof  take  a  Divlsioki 
upott'i1«tf  it'^ffi^not  to  be'pHMed'into  l«w. 
We  ara<ttil>  a^  otf«^in"^our  'hort-or«of  rtseee 
efiii*es»TWid'»  itf  de8lHng'«to»'jyfeireiit •*!!•» 
being:  plantaedvilin<l<'lti»w<niidHb^iw»grailt 
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miBfortuue  if  there  should  geem  to  be  a 
division  of  opiniou  when  that  division  of 
opinion  was  merely  with  reference  to  the 
best  and  wisest  machinery  to  be  adopted 
for  dealing  with  these  crimes. 

The    Duke    of     DEVONSHIRE: 
I  will  endeavour  to  occupy  the  time  of 
your  Lordships  for  as  few  minutes  as  is 
possible,  for  I  know  we  have  arrived  at 
an  hour  when  any  prolongation  of  the 
Debate  would  be  inconvenient.    I  wish 
to  say  one  or  two  words  as  to  the  course 
whictL  I  propose  to  take  upon  this  Bill. 
I  think   the  House  is  indebted  to  the 
noble  Marquesa  opposite  for  having  raised 
this  question.     It  is  not,  perhaps,  one  of 
the  very  largest  importance  as  affecting 
the  interests  of  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  population,  but  it  is  one  which  vitally 
aSeots  the  interests  of  some  very  con- 
siderable classes.    The  question  has  been 
the  subject  of  inquiry,  both  in  this  and  in 
the  other  House  for  some  time  past,  and 
I  think  it  is  time  some  step  was  taken  to 
ascertain   the    position  of    the  country 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  the  control 
or  restriction  of  alien   immigration.    I 
think  that  that  question  has  been  raised 
and    discussed    in    a    more    convenient 
form  by  the  production  of  a  legislative 
measure  than  by  an  abstract  resolution  or 
even  by  a  Motion  for  a  public  inquiry. 
As  I  understand  the  speech  of  the  Prime 
.Minister,  the  Government  have  taken  up 
.a  position  more  absolutely  opposed  to 
any  consideration  of  this  question  of  the 
restriction  of  foreign  immigration  than 
has  been  taken  up  by  any  Government  of 
«ny  former  time.  Not  later  than  last  year 
in  a  Debate  in  the  House  of  Commons 
the  then  Prime  Minister  and  Mr.  Mun- 
della,  who  was  then  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  expressed  the  willing- 
ness   of    the    Government    to    have  a 
further  iuquiry   into   the  subject.     But 
the  noble  Lord  to-night  appears  to  have 
made  up  his  mind  that  the  information 
that  has  already  been  obtained  is  com- 
plete, and  satisfactorily  disposes  of  the 
question  without  any  further  inquiry  or 
.consideration  at  all.      I  confess  I  am 
quite  unable  to  adopt  that  view  of  the 
case,  and  although  I  feel  that  no  prac- 
tical result  can  attend  the  pas8ii\g  of  this 
Bill  in  your  Lordships'  House  without 
.the  co*operation  of  the  Government,  I 
shall  vote  for  the  Second  Reading,    If  I 
am  asked  whether  there  is  a  case  or  not 
lor    conferring    upon    the  Government 
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certain  restrictive  powers  for  regulating 
the   immigration  of  a   certain  class  of 
aliens,  I  cannot  deny  that  in  my  opinion 
there  is  a  case.     I  will  go  still  further. 
If  it  can  be  shown  that  the  immigration 
of  criminal  persons,  or  persons  affected 
with  contagious  disease,  is  injurious  to 
any  part  of  our  population,  the  State, 
under  certain  circumstances,  has  a  right 
and  a  duty  to  regulate  and  restrict  such 
immigration.    I  cannot,  however,  main- 
tain that  in  my  opinion  this  is  either  a 
complete  or,  in  many  respects,  a  satis- 
factory measure.      The   Bill   does   not 
profess  to  deal  with  the  most  difficult 
part  of  the  question.     The  prohibition 
of  immigrants  who  would  be  liable  to 
become  a  charge  upon  the  rates  would 
effect  very  little.     Those  people  do  not 
generally    become     chargeable    on    the 
rates  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  immi- 
gration of  these  people  may,  from  the 
small  wages  they  are  prepared  to  accept, 
be  the  cause  of  making  a  very  large  por- 
tion of  our  population  chargeable  on  the 
rates.     Owing  to  their  habits  of  life — to 
the  low  standard  of  life  they  adopt,  and 
the  low  wages  they  are  willing  to  accept 
— they  may  be  the  cause  of  depriving  a 
large  portion  of  our  people  of  their  em* 
ployment,  and  if  not  of  absolutely  de- 
priving them  of  their  employment,   of 
largely  diminishing  their   wages.     The 
principle  of  this  regulation  as  to  immi- 
gration has  been  admitted  by  a    Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,   al- 
though it  was  not  prepared  to  go  to  the 
length  of  recommending  immediate  legis- 
lation.    Since  that  time   proposals    for 
Legislation  have  been  aimed  at  the  pre- 
vention or  the    mitigation  of  the  evils 
connected  with  that  immigration.     It  is 
my  firm  belief  that  legislation  intended 
for  that  object  will  fail  in  its  purpose 
unless   it   is    supplemented    by  further 
legislation  which  shall  place  some  check 
on  the  inflow  into  this  country  of  that 
class  of  labour  which  is  specially  liable 
to  the  evils  cpnnected  with  sweating,  and 
is  in  constant  competition  with  that  class 
of  native  labour  which,  we  have  raised  or 
are  endeavouring  to  raise  to  a  better  con- 
dition than  it  has  hitherto  occupied.    As 
I  have  said,  the  Bill  does  not  deal  at  all 
with  the  class  of  immigrants  which  it  is 
most  important  for  us  to  consider,  and  I 
do     not    believe    that,    after    all    the 
inquiries  that  have  already  been  made^ 
we  are  yet  in  a    position    adequately 
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or  wisely  to  deal  with  that  cI^sb. 
We  reqaire  still  further  iuvestigatioc. 
It  is  true  that  we  have  had  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  that 
has  dealt  with  part  of  the  subject ;  aod 
a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
that  has  dealt  strictly  with  it.  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  ad- 
mitted the  difficulties  under  which  thej 
laboured  and  the  almost  total  absence  of 
information  either  as  to  the  numbers  or 
as  to  the  conditions  and  mode  of  life  of 
the  immigrants  into  whose  case  they 
were  inquiring.  Each  inquiry  was 
more  or  less  hampered  by  the 
fact  that  a  simultaneous  inquiry 
was  going  on  in  the  other  Hoqse. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the' 
House  of  Commons  declined  tp  enter  into 
one  part  of  the  question,  because  he 
thought  it  would  encroach  upon  the 
functions  of  the  Committee  of  this  House. 
There  were  various  indications  also  that 
the  Committee  of  this  House  was  pre- 
vented by  the  simultaneous  inquiry  of 
the  House  of  Commons  from  going  fully 
into  this  part  of  the  question  ;  and  both 
the  late  Prime  Minister  and  Mr.  Mundella, 
as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  last 
year  expressed  this  opinion  that  there  was 
a  case  for  further  inquiry,  and  indicated  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  as 
the  proper  body  to  undertake  it.  In  my 
opinion,  a  Commission — it  need,  not  be 
a  large  Commission,  but  a  small 
Commission  —  would  be  a  more 
practical  and  useful  body  to  con- 
duct such  an  inquiry.  A  great  deal  of 
information  has,  no  doubf,  been  produced 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  such  conclu- 
sions as  their  Report  contains  are  open  to 
question ;  and,  indeed,  Mr.  Giffin  him- 
self admits  that  it  is  not  the  function  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  draw  conclusions 
as  to  policy  from  the  information.  What 
has  been  done  has,  no  doubt,  added  very 
largely  to  the  materials  from  which  con- 
clusions are  to  be  drawn,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  safe  to  leave  any  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  to  draw  conclu- 
Bions  on  which  Parliament  could  act  from 
the  information  as  yet  at  their  disposal. 
It  seems  to  ibe,  therefore,  that  it  would 
be  desirable  that  a  further  inquiry, 
probably  by  a  Commission,  should 
be  undertaken,  and  I  would  commend 
that  course  with  equal  confidence  to  both 
sides  of  the  House.  Such  an  inquiry  can 
only  strengthen  the  position  of  the  Go* 


vernm^nt  if,  as  the  Prime  Minister  thinks^ 
there  is  no  case  to  be  miKle  out  in  favour 
of  the  restriction  of  foreign  immigration ; 
and  such  an  inquiry  is  equally  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  the  noble  Marquess 
opposite,  because  I  think  he  will  admit 
that  until  further  information  is  obtained 
we  are  not  very  likely  to  be  able  to  legis- 
late practically  on  the.  subject.  While  I 
have  no  hesitation  In  supporting  the 
Second  Beading  of  the  Bill  as 
affirming  the  right  and  duty  of  the 
State  to  regulate  the  immigration 
of  certain  classes  of  aliens,  at 
the  same  time  I  confess  that  I  have 
some  doubt  as  to  the  principle  involved 
in  the  second  part  of  the  Bill.  I  think 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  two  subjects  of 
such  a  different  character  should  have 
been  brought  together  in  the  same 
measure,  the  one  dealing  entirely  with  an 
economical  question,  the  other  beii»g 
partly  a  political  question  and  partly 
dealing  with  considerations  affecting  the 
general  law.  I  think  it  desirable  that 
two  such  very  differeftt  matters  should  be 
dealt  with  separately.  The  noble  Lord 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  must 
have  found  that  the  gloomy  anticipations 
whldi  he  formed  of  the  difficulties  that 
would  be  raised  by  what  he  called  the 
imprudent  statements  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quess on  the  last  occasion  have  surely 
been  justified.  I  do  not  gather  that  the 
Government  have  received  official 
information  from  foreign  countries  to 
show  that  the  position  of  this  Govern- 
ment with  regard  tq  other  Governments 
has  been  injuriously  affected  by  the  pro- 
posal of  this  measure*  On  the  contrary, 
I  am  disposed  to  think  that  most  sensible 
people  abroad  must  see  that  the  proposal 
of  the  noble  Marquess  is  brought  forward 
with  a  sincere  desire  to  place  this  Go- 
vernment in  a  position  to  fulfil  •  more 
effectually  than  it  can  do  at  present  its 
international  duties  with  respect  to  other 
countries.  If  we  aret  ever  to  strengthen 
our  law  it  would  be  well  to  do  it  now, 
when  no  demands  are  made  upon  us  by 
foreign  Powers,  when  we  are  nbt  asked 
to  legislate  in  any  spirit  of  panic,  and 
when  we  have  no  other  reason  for  action 
than  a  desire  to  do  our  duty  to  foreign 
Governments  and  peoples.  I  do  not^ 
however,  feel  absolutely  convinced  that 
the  powers  now  sought  to  be  conferred 
upon  the  GFOvemment  would  materially 
strengthen  their  hands.      Therefore,  in 
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giving  my  vot6  for  tfie  Second  Reading 
of  tliis  Bill',  I  only  give  my  assent  to  the 
principle*  contained  in'  the  first  part  of 
the  measure  which  deals  with  the 
immigration  of  destitnte*  aliens,  and  I 
reserve  fall  liberty  of  consideration  and 
argument  with  respect '  to  the  second 
portion  of  the  Bill  shtmld  it  come  to  be 
discussed  in  Committee. 

LoRi>  HA'LSBURY  :  I  want  to  ask 
two  very  simple  questions  which  I  hope 
the  Govertim*ent  will  answer.  In  the  first 
place,  I  wJsh  to  ask  tender  what  power 
and  authority  the  Autonomic  Club  was 
interfered '"#ith  by  the  police  and  broken 
up  ?  I  suppose  I  ought  not  to  refer  to 
newspapers,'  after  what  has  been  said  as 
to  their  not  being  evidence,  and  that  we 
ought  tb  have  actual  evidence,  as  in  a 
Court  of  Law^  biit  undoubtedly  newspaper 
repoi^s,  never  contradtctod,  show  that  a 
certain  number  of  persons  in  the  club 
were  seised  and  their  papers  examined. 
I  want  to  know 'under  wimt  law  and  upon 
the  accusation  off  what  offenee  was  that 
done  P  The'  second  question  which  I 
wish  to  ask  is  equally  simple.  Why  was 
none  tA  the  persons  Captured  tried  in  a 
Court  tbf  Law  ?  It  appears  that  they  were 
kept  in'cU6t<)idy  one  night  and  released 
next'dfly.  To  the  ordinary  man  the  idea 
wduld  present  itself  that  this  place 
harboured  a  gang  of  >  conspirators,  and 
that  therefore  it  was  broken  up  by  the 
police,  the  persons  on  the  premises  taken 
into  custody,  and  their  papers  examined. 
But  since  that  time  tiothing  had  been 
done.  •  No  one  of  those  captured  in  the 
club  lifts  been  tried  for  any  offence.  It 
would  appear  tiiat  there  was  a  collection 
of  foreigners  etogaged^'I  presume,  in  some 
business  that  was  not  innocent  in  this 
dttb.  If  it  was  innocent,  then  certainly 
^he  police  commfitted  a  gross  outrage 
upon  them.  But  smce  the  time  when 
they  were  seized  none  of  them  has  been 
tried  for  any  offenee  or  alleged  offence  in 
connection  with  their  presence  in  the 
<!lub.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  foreign 
tfations  considering  these  things  would 
naturally- ask  why  j  ^FlAe  English  law 
permittM  such' action  by  the  police,  it 
sbouM  not  gt)  a  •little 'further  and  make 
th^se  people  diepart*  ftpira'Our  shores  to  a 
^llAce'Wh^re-th'ey  tjoiild  be  more  con- 
veniently SVhtched  by  «he  police  and  more 
erummttHly  dettlt  with/  ^The  noble  Earl 
o^jposit^  l^aid  Vhat  the^Snglish  law  wasnt 
pi-eirent'  abl«  io  deal-lf^lh  >thode  persons. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire    ~   '• 


Earl  COWPER  :  What  I  said  was 
that  if  the  law  was  not  able  to  deal  with 
them  it  should  be  strengthened. 

Lord  tlALSBrflY  :  I  uuderstood 
the  noble  Earl  to  express  satisfaction 
with  the  present  state  of  the  law  on  the 
question.  Lord  Campbell,  in  the  case  of 
Dr.  Bernard,  said  he  would  reserve  that 
very  point  for  the  Court  of  Appeal ;  but 
inasmuch  as  the  jury  acquitted  the 
prisoner  the  point  was  not  then  detsr- 
mined,  nor  has  it  been  determined  since. 
I  have  no  information  as  to  the  offence 
which  these  people  were  supposed  to 
have  committed  ;  nor  do  I  know  upon 
what  authority  the  raid  of  the  police  was 
made,  but  can  any  human  being  doubt 
that  the  Autonomic  Club  was  a  club  of 
foreign  conspirators  with  aims  that  are 
inhuman,  for  anarchists  are  hosies  humani 
generis  f  If  the  law  of  this  country  per- 
mits a  nucleus  of  persons  to  meet  in  a 
club  of  this  kind  and  hatch  plots  whilst 
foreign  countries  have  the  right  to  seize 
such  conspirators  and  deal  with  them, 
where  are  they  likely  to  collect  except  in 
the  country  which  stands  alone  in  assum- 
ing no  special  powers  for  their  suppres- 
sion ? 

On  Question  ?  their  Lordships  divided : 
— Contents  89  ;  Not-Contents  37. 

Resolved  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

THE  LAND  TRANSFER  BILL. 
The  chairman  or  COM- 
MITTEES  (The  Earl  of  Morley) 
asked  the  Lord  Chancellor  whether  he 
was  aware  that  papers  had  been  circu- 
lated from  time  to  time  by  the  Incor- 
porated Law  Society  criticising  ^the 
working  of  the  system  of  registration  of 
title  to  land  upon  which  his  L^pd 
Transfer  Bill  was  based  ;  and  wheth^ 
he  would  obtain  a  Report  of  the  Laud 
Registry  upon  these  papers,  and  la^ 
them  on  the  Table  of  the  House  ?  > 

The  lord  CHANCELU)R  (Lord 
Hersohell)  :  I  have  called  for  a  Report 
from  the. Registrar  With  reference  to  the  / 
working  of  his  office  in  relation  to  these  : 
matters.  •  I  have  received  that  Report^  i 
and  will  have  it  laid  an  the  Table  of  the  ^ 
HoUsOi'  -'u  .1 
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LOCAL  GOVBRNMBNt  (IRBLAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL   ORDER    (No.  5)    BILL. 

(No.  116.) 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

LOCAL      GOVERNMENT     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  16)  BILL.— (Jjro.  127.) 
Betoraed  from  the  Commons  with  tho 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

QUARRIES  BILL  [h.l].— (No.  149.) 
Reported    from    the    Standing  Com- 
mittee without  Amendment,  and  to  be 
read  3*  on  Monday  next. 

COAL  MINES  (CHECK  WEIGHER)  BILL. 
[H.L].— (No.  158.) 
Reported  from    the    Standing    Com- 
mittee without  Amendment,  and  to  be 
read  3*  on  Monday  next. 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  BaL  [h.l.1. 
(No.  152.) 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee with  Amendments  :  the  Report 
thereof  to  be  received  on  Monday  next ; 
and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
(No.  165.) 

SEA    FISHERIES    (SHELL    FISH)    BILL. 
(No.  141.) 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  Amendment,  and  to  be  read  3* 
on  Thursday  next. 

LOCAL      GOVERNMENT     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL.— (No.  122.) 
Reported    from    the   Standing    Com- 
mittee  without  Amendment,  and  to  be 
read  3*  on  Thursday  next. 

PREVENTION    OF    CRUELTY    TO 
CHILDREN  BILL.— (No.  160.) 

Read  3*  (aecording  to  Order),  with 
the  Amendments  ;  further  Amendments 
made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons  ;  and  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
(No.  166.) 

ZANZIBAR  INDEMNITY  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;    Read 
1* ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read   2* 
on    Thursday    next. —  (TAe    Earl    of 
Kimbwrley.)    (No.  167.) 


CHfMNEY  SWiIePERS  BILL.— (No.  182.) 
Order    for    the    Second  Reading  on 
Monday  next  discharged. 

House  ad jotimed' at  twenty  minutes  padt 

Eight  Q^dtock,  to  Thuraday  next,  a 

•  .  quarter  past  Four.o'clook. 


HOUSE     OF     COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  17ik  Jufy  1894. 


QUESTIONS. 


COLONEL  MITCH8LL*6  CLAIMS  AGAINST 
THE  WAR  OFFICE. 

Mr.  NAOBOJI  (Fioabury,  Central)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
If  he  bae  recently  recetTed  any  letters  or 
representations  from  Colonel  E.  Mitchell, 
R.E.,  retired,  on  the  subject  of  a  certain 
claim  for  compensation  under  the  Queen's 
Royal  Warrant  for  enforced  retirement 
under  the  new  rule  ;  whether  he  is  pre* 
pared  to  take  any  action  on  tho  matter  ; 
whether  he  will  lay  the  documents  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  ;  whether  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the  un- 
dertaking that  the  litigation  of  '^Mitchell 
V,  Regina*'  was  at  an  end,  which  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  on  the  28lh 
of  November,  1890,  informed  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cunuing- 
hame  Graham,  had  been  given  by  Colonel 
Mitchell ;  whether  this  officer,  more  than 
four  years  ago,  officially  transmitted  to 
the  War  Office  an  affidavit  denying  the 
statement  of  the  late  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  and  asking  for  an  inquiry  into 
the  matter ;  whether  any  inquiry  was 
made  ;  and  whether  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  the  affidavit  of 
Colonel  Mitchell  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  Campb£LL»Bann£rmax, 
Stirling,  &c.)  :  Many  letters  have  been 
received  on  this  subject  from  Colonel 
Mitchell.  The  officer's  case  has  been 
more  than  once  decided  in  the  Law 
Courts,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  re-open 
it ;  but,  as  the  accuracy  of  my  prede- 
cessor's statement  iu  this  House  is  ques- 
tioned, I  have  no  objection  to  lay  on  the 
Table  the  correspondence  relied  on  as 
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comprising  tlie  undertokiDg  which  he  I 
mentioned  as  having  been  given  by 
Colonel  Mitchelli  whicby  notwithstanding 
Colonel  Mitcheirs  affidavit,  seems  to  me 
to  fully  bear  out  Mr.  Stauhope^s  state- 
ment. I  have  no  objection  to  lay  so 
much  of  Colonel  Mitcheir^  affidavit  as 
refers  to  this  transaction  on  the  Table  at 
the  same  time,  but  I  must  object  to  give 
the  whole  affidavit,  which  covers  the 
whole  of  his  case,  which,  as  I  have  daid, 
has  been  decided  by  the  Courts  of  Law. 
At  the  same  time,  I  will  lay  on  the  Table 
an  extract  from  an  affidavit,  dated  the 
29th  of  February,  1891,  by  Mr.  A.  T. 
Hare,  of  the  firm  of  Hare  and  Co.,  agents 
to  the-  Treasury  Solicitor. 

CRUITT  HARBOUR. 
Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Donegal, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lietltensnt  of  Ireland  whether 
he  13  aware  that,  on  behalf  of.  the  id-^ 
habitants  of  a  large  and  highly  congested 
district  in  Western  Donegal,  several 
applications  have  been  made,  in  the  time 
of  successive  administrations,  to  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  for  the  ereo«> 
tion  of  a  deep-water  quay  or  pier  in 
Cniitt  Harbour ;  whether  the  engineers 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  have 
visited  the  place  and  acknowledged  the 
suitability  of  the  site,  and  the  great 
benefit  that  would  accrue  to  the  fishing 
industry  in  those  parts  from  the  con* 
Htnictiod  of  such  a  quay  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  for  want  of  such  a  couve- 
venience  the  transfer  of  passengers, 
sometimes  numbering  hundreds,  to  and 
from  a  steamer  that  occasionally  calls 
into  Cniitt  Harbour  on  her  passages  be- 
tween Sligo  and  Glasgow,  is  a  task 
involving  much  difficulty  and  danger; 
and,  whether,  in  view  of  the  great  ser- 
vice that  would  be  rendered  to  a  poor 
but  industrious  population  by  the  con- 
struction of  such  a  quay,  be  will  arrange 
to  have  the  work  undertaken  by  some 
one  of  the  Public  Boards  having  control 
of  such  matters  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.  Morley,  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne) :  I  am  informed  that 
applications  have  been  received  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  dee|>*water  pier  at  Cruitt 
■Harbour.  The  Board  have  no  official 
information  as  to  the  statements  in  the 
second   paragraph  of  the  question,  bat 

Mr,  Campbell^Bannemian 


while  admitting  that  the  pier  would  be, 
of  service,  they  pohit  out  that  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  different  works  sug- 
gested in  connection  with  this  iharbour 
varies  from  £10,000  to  £150,000,  or  even 
more,  and  they  regret  they  have  not 
sufficient  funds  at  their  disposal  out  of 
which  l6  undertake  a  project  entailing 
such  a  heavy  expenditure  even  at  the 
lowest  estimate  of  cost.  I  have  also 
communicated  with  the  Board  of  Works, 
the  only  other  Public  Department  con- 
cerned in  such  matters,  and  for  a  similar 
reason  they  would  be  unable  to  take  up 
the  work. 

HALKYN   MOUNTAIN    Q0ARR1KS. 

Mr.  S.  smith  (Flintshire)  :  I  beg 
US  ask  Che  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  is  aware 
tltat  a  piece  of  common  land  in  the 
parish  of  H^lkyn,  Flintshire,  and  known 
as  Halkyn  Mountain,  is  honeycombed 
with  quarries,  some  of  which  are  worked, 
but  most  of  which  are  disused ;  that 
none  of  the  quarries  whether  worked 
or  dis^used  are  fenced  ;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  the  mountain  is  open  and 
covered  with  footpaths,  and  that  these 
quarries  are  dangerous  to  life,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  exercise  some 
pressure  on  the  Department  of  Woods 
and  Forests  so  that  some  protection  may 
be  given  to  life  and  limb  on  Halkyn 
Mountain  without  delay  ? 

The  SECRETARY  or  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
AsQUiTH,  Fife,  E.)  :  The  Report  which 
I  have  received  from  Her  Majesty's  In- 
8;pectorof  Metalliferous  Mines  fully  bears 
out  the  statements  in  the  first  paragraph 
of  my  hou.  Friend's  question.  I  have 
communicated  with  the  Office  of  Woods, 
and  learn  from  them  that  in  the  case  of 
quarries  held  by  Crown  lessees  steps  will 
be  taken  to  enforce  the  covenant  as  to 
fencing. 

POSTAL  OFFICIALS  AND  POLITICAL 
ORGANISATIONS. 
Mn.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON 
(Shropshire,  Oswestry)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Mr.  Isaac,  the  postmaster  of 
Brynmawr,  Breconshire,  is  in  the  habit 
of  taking,  an  active  part;,  in  political 
meetings  and  organisations ;  that  his  9od, 
who  is  also  in  the  employment  of  the 
f^ost  Office  as  assistant  clerk  tahlafathot. 
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Is  the  seeretarV  to  the  Unml  poltlioai 
li880teiaN;k>d  ^'>  etJked  ^  Tiie  Br7nm»in> 
LibeH&l*  Htiiidrdd,*'  and  akio  takes  tan 
aedV«  "p^vi  iti  poHtioai  tneotvnge,  and  Ims 
adeeM  to  atid  tlie'  ^rittoipal  oharge  of  the 
Tel^^rftpt/^De^rtmenti^  whetiier  fad  is 
a^al-e'tJhatiMr.  IsiiaO,  s^niof,  fts  lissistbot 
6 verae^i*, '  ^prepaiiBS  •  tUb  fParKamentai^ 
Voters*  Li6t»,  and  that  hih  son  is  etdTdn- 
tis^  las  '  the  person  to  ^  whom  IRadical^ 
shodkl  iE^ad-  hi  their  claims  to  be  <pkeed 
on  fhe  Register  r  T^hel^ber  he  is  award 
thftt  it  ha8't>eeti  foaod  ^necessary  to  de^ 
spat^h  'telegrame  ion  politicalinatters  from 
the  Beaufort  Post  Office,  two  and  a^half 
miles  distant,  in  order  to  avoid  inspection 
from  the  postmaster  at  Bryninawr  ;  and 
wheHfrer  it  is  itk  accopdanoe  wit^h  the  Bost 
Office  Regulations  for  its  officials  to  take 
lin  active  part  in  local  polities  ? 

The  p;6STMi8TEtt  GENERAL 
Htfr.  A.  MORLEY,  Nottingham,  E.)  : 
No,  Sir  ;  I  am  not  aware  that  Mr.  Isaac, 
Postmaster  of  Brynmawr,  ik  in  the  habit 
of  taking  an  active  part  in  political 
meetings  and  organisations.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  am  informed  on  excellent  autho- 
rity that  he  has  studiously  abstained 
frpm  any  tiling  of  the  kind.  Mr.  Isaac^s 
son,  who  as  acted  as  assistant  to  his 
father  for  the  last  12  months,  appears  to 
have  taken  an  active  part  in  local 
political  questions,  atid  X  have  given 
directions  that,  unless  he  abstains  from 
so  doing,  he  is  to  be  precluded  from 
taking  ^ny  part  iix  Post  Office  duties.  He 
does  not,  I  need  hardly  say,  hold  any  ap- 
pointment under  the  Department.  As 
regards  Mr.  Isaac^s  holding  the  appoint- 
ment of  Collector  of  Rates  find  Assistant 
Overseer^  the  prohibitory  rule  on  the 
subject  was  issued  in  1885,  and  applied 
only  to  new  intrants,  and'  not  retrospec 
tively.  Mr.  Isaac  was  appointed  in 
1882. 

Mb.  Stanley  leighton  :  But 

is  this  young  m^an  not  paid  by  the  Post 
Office  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  No^  Sir.  A  cer- 
tain sum  is  granted, ito  the  Postonaster, 
who,  supplies  hi?.  Q(wu  as^istant^*. 

Mr,  STANLEY'LEIGHTON:  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  a  pubHc 
meeting  has  been  held  in  Brynmawr  as  a 
protest  against  this  qu^stloii  being  pnfi,  and 
at  tiiat  meeting  did  not  Mr.  Isaacs,  jun., 
declare  his  intention  to  continue  the 
aiction  of  which  I  complaiti  ? 


Mr.  a*  MORLEY  :  I  am  aware  that 
a  meeting,  attepded  by  1,400  persons, 
was  h^ld  t9  protest  against  the  in- 
accu^ades  contained  in  the  qdestion.  As 
to  Mr.  Isaacs,  jun.,  I  have,  given  instruc- 
tions that  so  long  as  he  is  connected 
with  the  Post  Office  he  must  abstain 
from  participation  in  political  move- 
ments. 


HABITUAL  DBUNKABDS. 
Mr.  WHARTON  (York,  W,R., 
Ripon)  :.  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Departmenifc  if  he 
proposes  to  lay  ^upoa  the  Table  of  the 
House  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  question 
o£  habitual  drunkards.  ? 

Mr.  ASQUtTlJ:  1  stated  in  answer 
to  another  hon.  Member  yesterday  that 
the  Bill  is  being  grafted,  and  will  be  in- 
troduced in  one  Mouse  of  Parliament  or 
the  other  before  the  close  of  the 
Session. 


CASTIiBTaWN  DISPBNSARY  BJfiSIDBNCB. 
Mr.  D.  SULLIVAN  (We»^meath, 
S.)  :  I  beg  to.  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
what  is  the  cause  of  the  protraote4 
dehiy  in  ereeting  the  dispensary'  resi- 
dence in  Castletown^  Geoghegan;*  County 
Westmeath ;  is  he  aware  that  a  eite  for 
the  doctor's  residence  was  fixed  ob  over 
a  year  ago  ;  and  that  the  poor  people  in 
tbe  Castletown  district  have  to  walkover 
12  miles  when  they  require  tbe  services 
of  the  dispensary  doctor  ;•  and  whether 
the  Local  Government  Board  will  put 
pressure  qo  the  Castletqwu  ^ieprasary 
committee  to  quickly  put,  an  end  to  this 
hard3liip  ? 

Mr-  J.  MORLEY:  I  am  informed 
by  ihe  Local  Government  Board  that  the 
delay  referred  to  has  been  euUsed^by  the 
difficulty  experienced  by  the  Mullingar 
Guardians  in  procuring  a  site  on  terms 
satisfactory  to  the  Dispensary  Committee, 
A  dite  was  selected  last  year,  btft  the 
rent  demanded'  was  deemed  exorbitant  by 
the  Dispensary  Committee.  The  Medical 
Officer  resides  at  present  at  Castletown, 
where  the  new  residence  is  proposed  to 
i^e  bnilt^  and,  so  I  am  informed,  no  hard*- 
ship  to  the  poor  can  therefore  arise. 
However,  I  have  requested  the  Local 
Government 'Board  to  communicate  with 
the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  subject. 
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IRREGUJ.ARITIES, 
.  ,Mr.  mains  (Douegftl,  N.)  :  I  beg  to 
a^k  lUe  Chief  Secoetary  to  tl^e  l)ord 
f^i^uteuant  of  Ireland  (I)  whether  it  has 
been  reported  to  hiiu  tlyit  the  Local  Gro- 
venimeat  luapector  (Mr,  Ague  w)  ou  recent 
visits  to  the  following  unions — namely, 
Carriekmacross,  Castlebianej,  Lame,  and 
Ballymena,  found  that  the  masters  of 
these  unions  bad  more  pauperis  entered 
oiil  Ihle  books  and  charged  f Oi^  than  were 
in  the  establishments  ;  and,  if  so,  in  wh^t 
Other  anions  has  he  found  a  similar 
state  of  thittgs  ;  (2)  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  will  in  future  instruct 
all  their  Inspectors,  when  they  visit  the 
.unions  iq  their  districts,,  to  see  thut  the 
number  of  paupers  in  the  house  corre- 
sponds with  the  number  in  the  books ; 
and  (3)  what  steps  the  Local  Government 
Board  will  talce  in  face  of  this  loss  to  the 
ratepayers  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  (1)  The  fact  is 
as  stated  in  the  first  paragraph  ;  and  a 
similar  state  of  things  was  also  found  to 
exist  in  the  case  of  the  Xewtownards 
Workhoose.  (2)  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  will  consider  whether  it  is 
possible  to  adopt  steps  to  prevent  the 
oecurrenoe  of  similar  abuses  in  these  and 
other  »unions  in  Ireland.  (3>)  The 
masters  of  the  workhouses  named  have 
been  called  upon  for  written  explanations 
as  to  the  discrepancies  in  question,  and 
upon  the  receipt  ol  these  explanations 
the  Board  will  decide  what  further  action 
should  be  taken  in  the  matter. 

KINSALE  HARBOUR  REVENtJBS. 
Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.)  :  On 
behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  South 
Eastern  Division  of  County  Cork,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten*- 
tion  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
revenues  of  the  Port  and  Harbour  of 
Kinsale  have  for  the  last  two  years  been 
collected  by  a  Receiver  appointed  at  the 
«uit  of  the  Board  of  Works,  Dublin 
Castle  *,  and  that  during  that  time  the 
Board  of  Works  have  delivered  no  accottnt 
either  of  their  receipts  or  expenditure  to 
the  Harbour  Commissioners,  though  fre- 
quently asked  for  it ;  whether  the  Re- 
ceiver delivers  any  account,  annually  or 
otherwise,  to  the  Board  of  Works^  either 
directly  or  through  the  Court  by  which 


he  was-  appointed ;  and^  il  so,.wh0the^ 
there  is  any  and  what  objection  to  their 
furnishing  a  copy  of  such  acoo«nt  to  the 
Harbour  Commissioners;  and  whether 
he  will  give  direotiod«  theit  9ucbaecouots 
be  furnished  by  the  Boardof;  Works  ? 
•The  secretary  to  uhb  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  J.  T.  HiBBBRT,  Oldham)  i 
The  Board  of  Works  have  not  been  asked 
by  the  Haxbotir  Commissionera  to  deliver 
accounts  to  that  body.  The  Harbour 
Commissioners  did,  in  October,  1893,. 
complain  by  letter  to  the  Boand  of  the 
non^production  by  the  Receiver  et  theu: 
monthly  meeting  of  statistics  showing 
the  state  of  the  revenue.  In  consequence 
of  this  letter,  the  Board  communicated 
with  the  Receiver,  and  obtained  from  him 
an  assurance,  which  they  eommatiiea^ed 
to  the  Harbour  Commissioners  by  letter 
of  18th  November,  1893,  tlmt  every 
facility  would  be  given  them  for  the 
examination  of  books  relating  to  the 
harbour.  The  means  of  preparing 
accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditure^  ue, 
the  books  and  documents  referring  to 
these  matters,  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Receiver,  and  the  duty  of  delivering 
accounts  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  rests 
with  him,  and  not  with  the  Board.  At 
the  same  time,  he  is  perfectly  willing  to 
give  every  facility  to  the  Harbour  Com- 
missioners. The  present  Receiver  ha» 
furnished  the  Board  with  a  statement  of 
dues  received  and  details  of  expenditure 
from  June  16th,  1893  (date  of  appoint- 
ment) to  March  31st,  1894.  The  Board 
have  directed  a  copy  of  this  statement  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  Harbour  Com- 
missioners, 

Captain  DONELAN :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  one  firm  alone 
owes  harbour  dues  to  the  amount  of  £135, 
and  that  the  Receiver  of  the  Harbour 
Revenues  has  not  been  permitted  to  t^ke 
proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  this  sum  ? 
Will  he  kindly  instruct  the  Board  of 
Works  to  furnish  a  monthly  return  of  the 
revenue,  so  as  to  enable  the  Commissioners 
to  exercise  some  supervision  over  the 
collection  of  the  dues  ? 

Sir  J:  T.  HIBBERT  :  The  Board 
of  Works  have  no  control  over  the 
Receiver. 

Mr,  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.E.)  :  But  is 
not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that 
the  Receiver  has  been  appointed  to 
collect  the  annual  instalments,  and  that 
therefore  the  Harbour  Commissioners  are 
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eotitled  to  this  as  a  qaestipp  of  right  and 
justice  ? 

♦SfR  i.  t.  HIBBERT  :  \yr^  are 
anxiocis  to  afford  evefy  facllit;^  to  the 
Harbour  Cotnmissioneris.    '      • 

PASSENaEAS     PROM    FOREIGK 
STB  AMBUS  AT  QtTHBNSTOWN. 

Sir  Or.  BADEN-POWEJ^L  (Liver- 
pool, Klrkdaile) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whe- 
ther he  can  state  the  total  number 
of  passengers  from  the  United  States 
landed  from  foreign  steamers  in  Queens- 
town  since  the  10th  June  of  this  jear ; 
how  many  of  these'  passenger^  are  in 
excess  of  the  mimbers  allowed  by  tue 
Briitflh  Paeseogers  Act;  and  whether, 
in  each  case,  there  was  an  exaitiination 
of  the  vessel  by  Board  of  Trade 
officials  ? 

The  president  op  thb  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Bbtce,  Aberdeen,  S.) : 
I  am  told  that  486  passengers  from  the 
United  Stales  have  been  landed  at 
Queenstowu  from  foreign  eleamers  since 
June  10,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  any  one  of  these  steamers  carried 
passengers  in  excess  of  the  number 
allowed  by  the  Passengers  Acts.  These 
vessels  only  remain  at  or  outside  the 
harbour  of  Queenstown  about  half-an- 
hour,  and  no  special  examination  is 
made.  In  any  case  im  which  there  is 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  statutory 
number  will  be  found  to  have  been  ex- 
ceeded, such  an  examination  would  at 
once  be  directed. 

SiB  G.  BADEN-POWELL  :  But  are 
not  all  British  vessels  calling  at  Queens- 
town  to  embark  passengers  inspected  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  answered,  that,  whereas 
CD  the  outward  passage  vessels  remain 
some  time  at  Queenstown  inside  the  har- 
bour, where  an  examination  could  be 
made,  on  the  homeward  voyage  they 
generally  landed  their  pfseeugers  outside 
the  harbour,  and  remained  only  a  very 
short  time,  having  to  go  on  to  Liverpool. 
Under  such  circumstances,  therefore,  an 
examination  would  be  attended  with 
great  difficulty. 

DOMINICA. 
Sir  G,  BADEN-POWELL :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  has  come  to  any  decision  in 
respect  of  Sir  Robert  Hamiltoii^s  Report 


on  Domini«a  ;  uud,  if  so,  whether  he  imhi 
indicate  wluU  the  decision  of  the  Govern* 
meut  is,  and  presedt  to/'  tb^. House  the 
Report  iteell,  together  with  sneh  Corre- 
spond^noe  as  will  suffice  to  explain  the 
decision  ol.tihe  Groveroment  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr. 
S.  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)  r 
We  have  been  giving  the  matter  our  best 
consideration.  But  the  Papers  are  very 
voluminous,  and  a  question  of  this  natnre 
cannot  safely  be  dealt  with  rapidly.  I 
should  hope  a  decision  will  be  taken 
shortly. 

THB  FRENCH  OCCUPATION  AT 
CHANTABUN. 

Mb.  CURZON  (Lancashire,  South- 
port)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whe- 
ther, in  view  of  the  statements  of 
Her  Majesty^s  Government  that  the 
evacuation  by  the  French  troops  of 
Chantubun,'in  Siam»  might  be  expected 
as  soon  as  the  trial  of  the  alleged  author 
of  M.  Grosgurin^s  death  was  .completed, 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  that  trial 
has  now  been  concluded  and  the  accuseil 
person  sentenced,  the  evacuation  of  Chan- 
tabun,  in  accordance  with  the  assurance 
of  the  French  Government,  may  now  be 
expected  ;  and  whether  he  can  now  lay 
upon  the  Table  the  long-promised  Papers 
relating  to  Siam  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  Fou  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
rSir  E.Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick): 
The  French  Government  have  not  yet 
announced  how  soon  Chantabun  will  be . 
evacuated.  The  Papers  are  being  got 
ready  for  publication,  and  will  be  issued 
directly  they  are  ready . 

Mr.  CURZON  :  That  reply  does  not 
give  the  information  I  want.  What  I 
wish  to  know  is,  whether  it  is  not  a  fact 
that  the  hon.  Grentleman  i^s  frequently 
stated  in  this  House,  and  the  Prime 
Minister  in  the  other  House,  that  the  sole 
remaining  condition  upon  which  the 
evacuation  by  the  French  troops  at 
Chantabun  can  take  place  is  contingent 
on  the  completion  of  the  trial  of  the 
alleged  author  of  M.  Grosgurin's  death  ? 
The  condition  being  now  fulfilled,  I  wish 
to  know  whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern* 
ment  has  addressed,  or  .proposed  to  ad- 
dress, any  communication  to  the  Frenoh 
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Cr/preniipeut   reipindiiig    tbenoLof  their 
r^)eiited  awuraoces  on  this  matter  ? 

Sib  E.  GREY  :  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  make  an j  further  statement  as  to  the 
commnnicattons  between  Her  Maje8ty*s 
Government  and  the  French  G^yemment 
on  this  sdibject.  The  Papers^  which  will 
place  the  House  in  possession,  of  the  com^ 
muuicaftious,  will,  I  hope,  be  readj  in  a 
fortniKbt  at  most,  when  the  question  can 
be  discussed  at  greater  length  and  with 
more  advantage, 

•Mk.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis)  :  Will  the  Papers  relate  to  the 
so-called  blockade  ? 

Sir  E.  grey  :  Yes  ;  what  passed  in 
regard  to  the  blockade  M'HI  be  given. 

BOITNDARIBS  OP  UPPER  BURMAH. 

Mr.  CURZON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  can  now  give  any 
information  to  the  House  as  to  the  terms 
of  the  Anglo-Chinese  Convention  relating 
to  the  bouudaries  of  Upper  Burmah  ;  and 
whether  Papers  will  be  presented  ? 

Sir  E.  grey  :  The  Convention  will 
be  published  as  soon  as  the  RatiUcatious, 
which  are  now  on  their  way,  have  been 
received. 

SWINE  FEVER  IN  THE  ANTRIM  UNION. 

Mr.  macartney  (Antrim,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
there  has  been  an  outbreak  of  swine 
fever  iu  Antrim  Union  ;  and  whether 
any  steps  have  been  taken  to  stamp  it 
but ;  and,  if  not,  why  have  the  proper 
authorities  not  takeu  action  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  There  have  been 
34  outbreaks  of  swine  fever  in  Antrim 
Union.  The  usual  action  for  the  pre- 
vention of  the  spread  of  disease  was 
takeu  in  each  instance.  The  premises 
on- which  the  disease  was  ascertained  to 
exist  were  declared  infected  places,  and 
kept  under  police  supervision,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  illegal  movement  either 
into  or  out  of  the  premises.  In  26 
instances  the  swine  in  contact  with  those 
Affected  have  been  slaughtered,  and  steps 
taken  for  the  disinfection  of  the  pre- 
mises. Any  other  case  in  which  it  has 
been  decided  to  slaughter  the  remaining 
swine  on  the  premises  have  been  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Inspectors  of  the  Veteri- 
nary Department  to  deal  with. 

Mr,  Curzon 


SEWAGE  IN  VALETTA  HARBOUR. 

Captain  GRICE- HUTCHINSON 
(Aston  Manor)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whe« 
ther  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
frequent  cases  of  illness^  some  at  which 
have  «nded  fatally,  that  have  occurred 
lately  amongst' oiBceos  nnd  men  of  Her 
Majesty*s  Navy  stationed  at  Malta  ;  and 
whether  these  are  capsed  by  the  sewage 
of  the  town  being  discharged  into  Yaletta 
Harbpur ;  and,  if  so,  what  steps  the 
Government  intend  to  take  to  remedy 
the  evil  ? 

Mr,  S.  BUXTON  :  I  understand  that 
there  Itas  been  no  unusual  outbreak  <^  ill- 
ness recently  amongst  the  naval  officers  and 
men  stationed  at  Malta,  and  upon  this 
point  ,1  would  refei'  to  the  reply  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  the 
hon..  Member  for  Central  Hull  on  the 
10th  instant.  There  have  been  some 
Umentahle  deaths,  but  they  were  not 
apparently  traceable  to  the  sanitary  state 
of  the  harbour.  This  has  been  much  im- 
proved of  late  years  ;  and  at  the  present 
moment  the  question  of  how  best  still 
further  to  improve  its  sanitary  condition 
is  receiving  the  active  consideration  of 
the  Government  of  Malta. 

POLICE   PROTECTION  DUTY. 

Captain  GRICE-HUTCHINSON  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  the  con- 
stables on  duty  at  the  Irish  Office  are 
forbidden  to  quit  their  post  for  any  cause 
whatever  unconnected  with  the  office, 
and  have  no  means  of  electric  or  other 
communication  by  which  to  summon  aid 
for  themselves,  or  for  the  protection  of 
life  and  property  in  the  neighbourhood ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  give  instruc- 
tions that  such  necessary  communication 
be  afforded  them  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  Constables  on  pro- 
tection duty  at  the  Irish  Office,  Houses  of 
Parliament,  and  other  public  buildings 
are  not  allowed  to  quit  their  posts  for 
any  cause  whatever.  The  necessity  for 
this  rule  is  obvious  :  if  it  was  not  en- 
forced, a  police  constable  might  be  called 
away  on  some  excuse  by  any  ill-disposed 
person.  It  is  true  that  the  officers  on 
protection  duty  at  the  Irish  Office  have 
no  means  of  electric  or  telephonic  com- 
munication by  which  to  summon  aid,  and 
as  there  is  a  police  constable  on  fixed 
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poiQt.datT  witfaiD  30O  yards  of.  tb«  Irish 
O€S<]0,  and  the  neighbourhood  i»  patrolled 
regularly  by  the  police,  I  do  not  coosider 
it  necessary  to  eattabliBh  comntttnicaftion 
83  suggeslbed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
protection  of  lif^  and  propei^y.  The 
police  BtatioD  is  within  less  than  five 
mio^tss'  walk. 

LEITRIM  MAGISTERIAL  BENCH. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  be  is 
aware  tha^t^  according  to  the  Returp  pre- 
sented to  Parliament  in  December  last^ 
there  were  in  County  Leitvim  13  Roman 
Catholic  Magiatrates  and  62  of  all  other 
religions  denominations)  whilst  the  popu- 
bition  of  the  county  consi&ts  of  71,098 
Roman  CathoUos  and  7^520  of  all  other 
denominations.;  that  in  the  barony  of 
Carrigallen,  with  a  population  0(14,691, 
the  only  Roix|an  Catholic  Magistrate  has 
recently  died,  and  the  present  Lord  Chan- 
cellor hns  appoint^  no  .Banyan  Catholic 
Magistrate  there  ;  that  also  in  th^  barony 
of  Mohill*  with  ai  population  of  l0|899, 
there  has  been  no  Roman  Catholic  ap- 
pointed since  the  present  Government 
assumed  Oifice  ;  and  whether  the  Lord 
Chancellor  will  make  appointments  of 
Roman  Catholic  Magistmtes  .  to  remedy 
the  existing  disproportion  between  Catho* 
lies  and  Protestants  on  the  Magisterial 
Bench,  in  the  County  of  Leitrim  ? 

Mr,  J.  MORLEY:  The  facts,  I 
understand,  are  correctly  stated  in  the 
first  paragraph.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
informs  me  that  before  the  question  had 
been  placed  on  the  Paper  he  bad  taken 
st«ps  for  the  appointment  of  several 
Catholics  to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  Leitrim. 

RAILWAYS  AND  UNDUK  PREFERENCES 
TO  TRADERS. 
Mr.  JACKS  (Stirlingshire):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whethor  the  Bo»rd  of  Tirade  has 
determined  to  continue  the  practice  of 
not  availing  themselves  of  the  powers 
given  them  by  *^  The  Regulation  of 
Railways  Act,  1873,"  to  take  up  for 
traders  eases  of  undue  preference  against 
Railway  Companies  before  the  Railway 
Commissioners  where  the  points  involved 
are  of  public  importance  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  would  consider  the  propriety 
of  a  Public  Department  thus  deoUning  to 
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use  powers  given  to  it  by  the  Legislature; 
and  the  consequent  advisability  of,  by 
legislation,  -  tFansferring  those  powers 
from  the  Board  oi  Trade  to  the  Hmuo 
Office,  to  be  used  in  eases  of  general  or 
public  impoitftoce?      >  *      i 

Mr;  BRYCE  :  No^  Sir ;  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  not  come  to  any  general  de- 
termination in  the  matter.  Each  case 
must  rest  upon  its  own  merits.  .  For 
man^  years  no applioation.  has  been.made 
to  the  Board  <^  Trade  to  use  the  powers 
oonlctfred  upon  them  by  Section  &  of.  the 
Act  of  1873  ;  but  should  any  application 
be  made  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Board 
of  Trad^  carefully  to  oonsider  what  are 
their  powers  under  the  section,  and  what 
use  ought  to  be  made  of  such  powers  as 
they  possess.  I  see.no  advantage  of  con- 
sidering the  advisability  of  transfer  by 
legislation  of  those  powers  from  one  De- 
partment to  another. 

HOU^S  OF  LABOUR  ON  THE  GREAT 

EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  a.  grove  (West  Ham,  N.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to, the. fact  that  the  shunters  and 
pointsmen  employed  in  the  London 
goods  yards  of  the  Great  Eastern  Rail- 
way are,  with  six  exceptions,  working 
for  12  hours  a  day  ;  and  whether,  if 
thesq  facts  are  correct,  the  Board  of 
Trade  will  take  steps  under  the  recent 
Act  to  have  these  hours  shortened, 
taking  into  account  the  exceptionally 
dangerous  nature  of  the  employment  ? 

^?,  BRYCE  :  If  my  hon.  Friend  will 
cause  a  representation  to  be  made  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  giving  particulars  of  the 
hours  of  work  complained  of,  and  alleg- 
ing that  they  are  unreasonable,  X  will 
cause  inquiry  to  be  addressed  to  the 
Company  under  the  provisions  of  "  The 
Regulation  of  Railways  Act^  1893." 

CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONGO 
TREATY. 
.  Sir  G.  BADEN-POWELL  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  the  "  Further  Correspondence  " 
of  a  most  important  character  in  regard 
to  the  Congo  Treaty,  published  in  The 
Times  of  Monday,  16th  of  July,  is  offi- 
cial correspondence  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  as  late  as  6  o'clock  on  Monday 
afternoon  no  copies  of  such  correspond- 
ence could  be  obtained  by  Members  of 

Digitized  by  ^OOgl(^ 


171 


The  Wew  Local 


{COMMOKS}  Government  Bodies.        173 


thie  HoTOe';  and  whether  he  can  explain 
why  such  importaDt  <»rre8poudeiice  is 
eominqnieated  to  newdpapers  pmctieally 
a  whole  day  hefQite  h  ib  placed  in  thie 
hands  of  Memben9  ? 

Sir  E.  grey  :  I  find  that  a  foil 
supply  bf  these  Pbpei^s  was  ddtvered  at 
the  Vote  Offiee  on  Saturday,  and  not 
until  then  were  tbey  supplied  to  the 
Press. 

Sib  Gr.  BADEN-POWELL :  Then 
how  is  it  they  were  not  available  to 
hon.  Members  at  6  o'clock  yesterday 
evening  ? 

•Sib  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  he  had 
made  inquines  as  to  that.  Members 
should  have  been  able  to  obtain  them.  It 
was  quite  wrong  to  send  copies  to  the 
Press  before  they  had  been  issued  to 
hon.  Members. 

FEVER  AT  MALTA. 

Mb.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON :  On 
behalf  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Linlithgow,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  whether  he  can 
inform  the  House  of  the  number  of 
officers  (commissioned,  subordinate,  and 
warrant)  and  seamen  of  Her  Majesty^s 
Navv  who  have  been  sent  to  hospital, 
invalided,  or  died  from  the  effects  of  fever 
at  Malta,  between  the  Ist  of  January  and 
the  Ist  of  July,  1894,  both  dates  inclusive  ; 
and,  in  the  event  of  the  number  of  cases 
being  in  excess  of  the  normal  number  in 
a  similar  period  of  time,  to  what  the 
Naval  Medical  Authorities  attribute  this 
sickness  Y 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Sir  U.  Kav-Shttttlewobth, 
Lancashire,  Clitheroe) :  The  exact 
lumbers  cannot  be  stated  until  two  or 
three  weeks  hence  without  special  inquiry 
from  Malta.  There  have  been  numerous 
cases  of  sickness  during  the  last  few 
months  at  Malta,  but,  when  the  strength 
of  the  Naval  Force  is  considered,  not 
more  than  in  some  recent  years.  Neither 
the  sewage  of  Valetta  nor  of  the  other 
towns  in  the  vicinity  is  at  present  dis- 
charged into  the  Grand  Harbour,  neither 
has  it  been  for  many  years  past.  With 
the  object  of  getting  rid  of  the  old  sew- 
age deposits,  extensive  dredg^ing  opera- 
tions have  been  carried  on  of  late  years 
in  the  most  frequented  parts  of  the 
harbour.  Thongh  many  cases  arise  in 
'Malta,  much  fever  is  brought  there  frotn 
the  towns  and  harbours  of  the  Eastern 

Sir  G.  Baden-FoweU 


Mediterranean,  and  tlie'feter  should  be 
called  Mediterranean  rather  than  Malta 
fever 

Mb.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  asked 
whether  the  r%ht  hon.  Gentleman  would 
give  the  Return  when  it  came  to  hand  in 
the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks  ? 

•SiB  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWOBTH  ! 
I  shall  be  happy  then  to  answer  a 
question. 

THE   NEW   LOCAL   GOVBRKMENT 
BODIES. 

Mb.  HBNEAGE  (Great  Grimsby)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  when  the  necessary 
parish  meetings  to  enable  tiie  parishioners 
to  pass  resolutions  in  favour  of  Parish 
Councils  can  be  held  in  those  parishes 
where  the  population  is  tinder  800  and 
over  100  persons  according  to  the  last 
census,  and  by  whom  such  meeting  can 
be  legally  summoned  tinder  the  provisions 
of  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1894  ? 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Shaw- 
Lepevbe,  Bradford,  Central)  :  The  re- 
solution in  favour  of  a  Parish  Council 
in  the  case  of  a  rural  parish  with  a 
population  between  100  and  3bO  is  to 
be  passed  by  the  parish  meeting  of  the 
parish.  The  first  parish  meeting  in  a 
parish  will  be  convened  by  the  Over- 
seers, in  accordance  with  Section  78  of 
the  Act,  at  the  time  fixed  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Parish  Councillors  in  the  case 
of  parishes  in  which  under  the  Act  a 
Parish  Council  is  required  to  be  consti- 
tuted. 

Mb.  HENEAGE  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  direct  a  circular  to  be 
issued  with  regard  to  this  question  ? 
There  is  a  strong  feeling  prevalent  in 
the  rural  districts  that  a  meeting  can  be 
called  at  any  time  they  like  in  the 
summer. 

Mr.  SHAW  -  LEFBVRB  :  I  will 
consider  that. 

Mr.  HENEAGE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  he  has  been  advised  that^ 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  of  1894,  no  Chairman  or  mem- 
ber of  a  Parish  Council  who  is  not 
resident  within  the  parish,  although  a 
duly  elected  member  of  the  Parish 
Council  under  Section  8  of  the  Act,  can 
attend  a  parish  meeting  called  in  accord- 
ance with  the  proTisions  of  the  Act  to 
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discaas  and   confirm,  any    reaolutioa  of 
the  Parish  Council  ? 

Mb,  SHAW-LEFEVEE  ;  I  am  ad- 
vised that  although  the  Cbairman  or  a 
member  of  the  PariUh  Council  who  is  not 
a  parochial  elector  is  not  entitled  to 
attend  a  parish  mee^ng  as  .a  parochial 
elector,  there  is  nothing  in  the  Act  which 
would  prevent  bis  Attending  at  tbe  qieet- 
ing  for  the  purpose  of  giving  information 
or  explanation  as  40.  the  aotiou  of  the 
parish  meeting  when  this  is  desired* 

Mr,  HENEAGE4  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  th^  Jpocal  Government 
Board  whether  it  is  contemplated  bj  the 
Local  Government  Board,  in  their  cir- 
cular of  the  24th  of  March,  189i,  that 
under  Section  60  of  *'The  Local  Goivern- 
ment  Act,  1894^"  taken  in  connection 
with  the  Poor  Law«  ^Amendmeiit  Act  of 
1868,  parishes  under  300  population  may 
be  deprived  of  their:  own  purish  Guardian 
and  District  CouQ«illor,  and  may  be 
grouped  together,  without )  their  consent 
Jkud  against  their  wish,  with  adjoining 
parishes,  notwithstanding  Sjnb-section  (2) 
of  Section  24  of  ''The  Local  Government 
Act,  1894,^'  and  the  declaration  in  Subr 
section  ( 1 )  of  the  first  SQcstion  ? 

Mb.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  The  two 
processes  of  uniting  parishes  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  election  of  Guardians  and 
District  Councillors  and  for  the  purpose 
of  a  Parish  Council  are  entirely  distinct. 
In  the  one  case  the  County  Council  can 
provide  for  the  ufijoo.,of'  two  parishes 
without  the  consent  of  either.  This  is 
merely  in  extension  of  the  power  pre- 
viously conferred  on  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  In  .  the  other  case  the 
consent  of  both  parishes  is  necessf^ry. 

Mr.  HENEAGE  :  Is  it  seriously  in- 
tended  in  the  caae  of  a  parish  fortunate 
enough  to  have  a  Parish.  Council  of  its 
own  to  deprive  it  of  hi^ving  aa  indepen- 
dent District  Councillor  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVBE  :  Yes,  that 
is  so.  Under  the  law  4?  it  stood  the 
Local  Government  Board  could  unite  the 
parishes,  and  the  only  change  made  last 
Session  was  to  confer  a  like  power  on 
the  County  QounciU 

THE  ANGLO-CONGOLESE  AGREEMENT. 
Mr.  J.  W.  LOWITHEp.  (Cumber- 
land,  Penrith)  :- 1  beg  to  ask  tbe  Under 
Secretary  of  SiAte  for.  Foreign  Affairs 
on  what  day  the  Papery  relating  to.  the 
iaodifioftti(fti,:  of.i.  tbie  .Anglo*Congolese 


Agreement^  ex  tracts /f  com  ^hichAppi^red 
in  TAe  Time^  and. othejc, newspapers  on 
Monday,  the  .16th  instant,  were. pre^eqt^d 
to  Parliament  ? 

Sib  E.  GBEY  :  i  Qn  Saturday  the 
Papers  were  distributed. 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  Th;^t  is 
not  my  question.  On  what  day  were  the 
Papers  presented  ? 

Bm  E,  GBi^Y:  i:he  Papers  ^  were 
presented  on  the  ^Ith  of  June,  biit  than 
further  Correspondence  supervened  which 
would  have  made  the  presentation  of  the 
Papers  at  that  time  not  only  useless  but 
misleading.  It  was  therefore  delayed 
until  the  Correspondence  was  compl^t^d. 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  ;  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  on  the  11th  June  none  of  the 
Despatches  had  either  ,  been  written  or 
received  ^  Is  it  not. the  case  tba(,  ou  t 
of  the  12.  Despatches  contained  in  the 
Blue  Book,  only  two  were  written  be^re 
th,e  Uth  of  June? 

Sir.  JE.  GBEX  :  Yes,  and  that  .  is 
precisely  the  reason  why  the  Papeirs  were 
not  distributed  aoon^, 

PBRptlCf ^  AT  SBA.    . 

Mr-  mac  dona  (Southwark,  Rother- 
hithe) :  I  beg  to.  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  Ib  aware  that,  since 
the  formation  at  the  Shipmasters*  Society 
of  the  chart  of  derelicts,  wreckage,.  &c,, 
on  20th  May  laat,  npwarda  of  70  Reports 
have  been  revived  from  captains,  and 
marked  on  the  chart,  more  than  0Q6-hal{ 
of  which  are  derelicts  in  the  Atlantic 
and  .North  Sea«  lying  ijuthe  track  of  our 
pyassenger  steamers  ;  ii  this  be  so,  whe* 
thei;  he  .will  wiurn  mAnv^ers  leaving  our 
ports  of  so.  great  a  danger  ? 

Mr»  B^YQE  :  I  ha,ve  no  knowledge 
of  such  entries  »a  m^y  have  been  made 
upon  the  chart  referre^l  to  ;  but  1;he  houv 
Member  may  be,  glad  to  know  that 
immediate  public  notice  of  all  derelicts 
reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  which 
are,  or;aj*e  likely  to^beeome,  a  danger  to 
mariners,  is  and  for-  some  years  past  Las 
been.,  given  through*  the  medium  of 
Lloyd^S  and  The  Shipping  and  Mercantile 
Gazeiie  (  an4  th^t,.  ini  addition  to  this, 
the  ^'Monthly  Summitry  of  Notices  to 
Jkiarineirs,'*  which  qootaina  aU  tbe^e 
notices,  is  .nqd  for.  somci  years  past,  has 
been  dietribjuted.  gratuitously  by.<-  the 
Board  of  Trade  to-  the  mf^sters  of  f^ll 
yessels  leaving  the^  porw  qf  tliie  Uflited 
Kingdom.  .  »    . .:; 
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Mr.  MACDONA  :  Is  it  Dot  the  fa^t 
that  only  floating  d«reiiot8  are  mentioned, 
and  that  no  information  is  given  reganl- 
ing  veesels  that  have  sunk  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  believe  information 
is  given  about  all  dereliets  of  which  there 
are  any  indioationH. 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  CHOLERA. 

Mr.  HENEAGE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  what  steps  are  being  taken  to 
keep  the  locai  seaport  authorities  in- 
formed from  what  foreign  country  or 
foreign  ports  cholera  might  be  introduced 
into  this  country  ;  and  what  assistance 
the  Local  Government  Board  propose  to 
give  to  local  seaport  authorities  to  enal)le 
them  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  pro- 
vide for  an  efficient  system  of  medical 
inspection  of  vessels  and  to  provide  ships 
as  cholera  hospitals,  with  all  the  neces- 
sary requirements,  in  order  to  carry  out 
the  special  orders  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  precautions  against  the 
introduction  of  cholera  from  Abroad  into 
this  country  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  In  the  case 
of  every  vessel  coming  frbm  foreign  ports 
the  officers  of  Cnstoms  inquire  as  tocholera 
and  other  cases  of  infectious  disease  on 
board,  and  if  a  suspected  case  of  cholera 
appears  to  have  occurred  they  would  at 
once  communicate  with  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  Port.  Notices 
appear  in  the  daily  press  as  to  the  eonn* 
tries  and  ports  in  which  cholera  is  pre- 
sent, and  if  the  Local  Government  Board 
had  any  information  as  to  a  serious  out- 
break of  which  there  had  been  no  public 
notice  the  Board  would  communicate 
with  the  Local  Authorities.  Att  regards 
the  question  as  to  assistance  by  the 
State,  I  can  only  refer  to  the  replies 
which  were  given  to  similar  questions 
last  Session. 

EVICTED  FARMS  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether, 
seeing  that  the  Evicted  Tenants  Com*- 
mission  gave  the  number  of  evicted  farms 
that  had  been  taken  by  new  tenants  up 
to  the  date  of  their  report,  he  sees  any 
reason  why  these  figures  should  not  be 
brought  up  to  date  ? 

Mb.  J.  MORLBY :  The  report  of 
the  Evicted  Tenants  Commission    cob«> 


tains,  at  pages  18  and  21,  returns  of  the 
number  of  farms  relet  to,  or  purchased  by, 
new  tenants,  and  also  the'  humber  of 
tenants  reinstated,  by  purchase  or  other- 
wise, on  17  specified  estates  which 
formed  the  subject  of  investigation  by 
the  Commission.  This  information  was 
prepared'  from  evidence  obtained  under 
the  powers  vested  in  the  Commission,  and 
I  am  willing,  under  the  special  circum- 
stances, to  have  the  returns  which  I  have 
indicated  brought  down  to  the  present 
date.  The  preparation  of  the  revised 
returns  will  be  undertaken  without  un- 
necessary delay,  and  I  hope  will  be  ready 
for  the  Committee  stage  of  the  Rill. 

THE  SOUTH  WALES  COLLIERY 
EXPLOSION. 

Mr.  D.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
Mr.  Boskill,  the  gentleman  appointed  to 
report  to  the  Government  on  the  colliery 
explosion  at  Cilfynydd,  has  any  know- 
ledge of  the  Welsh  language  or  of  Welsh 
mining,  or  any  special  qualification  for 
the  position  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  As  far  as  I  know, 
Mr.  Boskill,  the  gentleman  referred  to, 
does  not  know  the  Welsh  langtiage. 
Such  knowledge  does  not  appear  to  me 
to  bo  a  necessary  qualification  for  counsel. 
Mr.  Boskiire  special  qnalificatione  are 
his  familiarity  with  mining  law  and  with 
the  practice  of  mining,  aud  the  experi- 
ence gained  by  him  in  |Hrevious  inquiricB 
of  a  similar  character  which  he  has  con- 
ducted for  the  Government  in  other  parts 
of  the  country  with  thoroughness  and 
ability. 

HUB-ASSISTANT  INSPECTORS  OF  MINES, 
Mr.  D.  THOMAS  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  has  recently 
received  resolutions  passed  by  colliery 
workmen  at  Merthyr  and  elsewhere  in 
favour  of  the  appointment  of  practical 
colliers  as  sub-assistant  inspectors  of 
mines ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
strong  public  demand  for  such  appoint- 
ments, he  will  favourably  consider  these 
resolutions  ? 

Mr;  ASQUITH  «  Ko  recent  resolu- 
tions from  colliery  workmen  at  Merthyr 
and  elsewhere  have  been  received  in 
favour  of  the  appointment  of  practical 
colliers  as   subHeissistant    inspectors    of 
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mines.  A  new  assistant  inspector  of 
mines  has  just  been  appointed  for  South 
Wales,  and  two  more  of  praotM^l  experi- 
ence as  workmen  are  about  to  be  ap* 
pointed  assistant  inspectors  for  quarries 
and  metalliferous  mines.  This,  I  am 
afraid,  is  as  far  as  I  can  at  present  go  in 
the  direction  suggested  by  my  hou. 
Friend. 

A  TRADE    DISPUTE  IK   SOUTH   WALES. 

Mr.  R  a  N  D  E  L  L  (Glamorgan, 
Gower)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  is  aware  that,  arising  out  of  a  tinplate 
trade  dispute,  the  workpeople  interested 
held  a  demonstration  at  Gorsetnon,  near 
Swansea,  on  the  26th  June  last,  and, 
though  orderly,  were  charged  and  batoped 
by  a  small  body  of  police ;  that  many 
persons  who  took  no  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings were  chased  across  the  common  and 
severely  wounded  by  the  polide  ;  that  in 
the  early  morning  of  the  following  day 
some  18  or  20  tinpilate  workers  were 
resting  in  a  timber  yard  by  permission 
of  the  proprietor,  and  whilst  many  of 
them  were  asleep,  were  attacked  and 
bludgeoned  over  and  through  a  barbed 
wire  fencing  which  encloses  the  premises, 
and  seriously  injured  by  the  police  :  can 
he  state  at  whose  instance,  And  by  what 
authority,  this  attack  was  made  ;  and 
whether  a  full  inquiry,  at  ^hioh  the  in- 
jured persons  may  be  represented  and 
heard,  Will  be  made  into  the  conduct  of 
the  police  on  the  ck^easiens  referred  to  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  advised  by 
telegram  that  the  Chief  Constable's  Re- 
port hae  been  despatched,  but  as  I  have 
not  yet  received  it,  I  am  afraid  I  must 
postpone  my  answer  till  Thursday. 

INCOME  TAX  ASSESSMENT. 
Ma.  FARQUHARSON  (Dorset, W.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  is  aware  that  an 
occupier  and  owner  of  land  in  Essex,  on 
appealing  against  his  Income-tax  assess- 
ment to  the  Surveyor  of  Taxes  at 
Chelmsford,  was  granted  a  total  remis- 
sion of  the  tax  onder  Schedules  A  and  B, 
but  that  on  his  applying  for  a  certificate 
to  that  effect,  in  order  to  take  advantage 
of  Section  8  of  the  Tithe  Act,  he  was  in- 
formed that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
certifieate  of  having  proved  a  loss,  except 
when  the  tax  has  been  paid  with  a  view 
of  its  retom ;  and  whether,  if  such  is  the 


case,  he  can  say  to  whom  application 
should  be  made  in  such  a  case  for  a 
certificate  that  the  Schedule  B  assessment 
has  been  remitted  ? 

The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (SirW.  Harcourt,  Derby): 
I  believe  the  facts  are  as  stated  in  the 
first  part  of  the  question.  In  cases  where 
a  certificate  can  be  demanded  under  the 
Tithe  Act,  1891,  Section  8,  Sub-section 
(5),  it  has  to  be  given  by  *•*•  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Taxes,''  to  whom  application 
would  be  properly  made  (as  I  understand 
it  was  in  the  case  referred  to)  through 
their  clerk.  But,  in  the  instance  to 
which  the  question  refers,  I  am  informed 
that  the  tithe  did  not  amount  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  Schedule  B  assessment. 
Consequently  Clause  8  of  the  Tithe  Act, 
1891,  does  not  apply  at  all. 

Mr.  FARQUHARSON:  I  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  it 
does  not  state  on  the  Paper  itself  that 
Schedule  B  was  entirely  remitted  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  am  afraid 
I  cannot  give  a  further  answer.  If  the 
hon.  Member  wishes  for  further  infor- 
mation I  must  ask  him  to  put  a  question 
on  the  Paper. 

COUNTY  MAGISTRATES. 

Mr.  DODD  (Essex,  Maldon)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  would  bring  in  and  endeavour 
to  pass  in  the  next  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment a  Bill  to  enable  fit  persons  to  be 
appointed  county  magistrates  who  -now 
are  disqualified  by  reason  of  not  having 
either  an  estate  in  land  of  the  value  of 
£100  a  year,  or  a  reversionary  interest  of 
the  value  of  £800  a  year,  and  not  living 
in  a  house  in  the  county  assessed  at  as 
much  as  £100  a  year  to  the  House  Duty  ; 
and  whether  the  Lord  Chancellor  has 
found  himself  hampered  in  making,  or 
advising  the  Crown  as  to  making,  ap- 
pointments to  the  county  benches,  by 
reason  of  the  persons  otherwise  suitable 
not  having  the  above  qualifications  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT :  The  answer 
to  both  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend*s 
questions  is  in  the  affirmative. 

THE  POET  LAURBATBSHIP. 

Mr.  D.  THOMAS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor' of  the  Exchequer  the  reason 
for  the  delay  in  filling  up  the  post  of 
Poet  Laureate ;  and  when  it  is  likely  to 
be  filled  up  ? 
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Mr.  PAUL  (Edinburgh,  S;) :  Before 
the  right  boo.  Gentlemaii  answers  thttt 
question,  may  I  a»k  ttriU  the  Gorernment 
test  the  soundness  of  the  'hereditary 
-principle  by  reObtiiitiending  tbe  <  appdint- 
meut  of  the  presiant ' 'Lord  Tennyson^  in 
ftQcces^iou  to  his  father  ? 

SirW.HARCOURT  :  No,Sir;  1  think 
not.  I  have  no  desire  to  extfind  the 
hereditary  principle.  T\ih  is  rather  a 
deUeate  question,  and  amid  conflicting 
elaims  I  must  shelter  myself  in  the  d^ent 
obscurity  of  a  learned  language  and  reply, 
Poeta  naseitur  nonjit, 

Mk.  W.  RAWSON  SHAW  (Hali- 
fax): Arising  out  of  the  reply  of  the 
right  hou. Gentleman,  may  I  ask  whether, 
jo  view  of  the  general  dissatisfaction  in 
Jiterary  circles  in  consequence  of  the  un* 
precedeuted  delay  of  two  years  in  filling 
up  this  ancient  office,  and  the  injustice  to 
possible  candidates  of  further  delay,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  communicate 
with  the  Prime  Minister  and  represent 
to  him  the  general  feeling  in'  farour 
of  an  early  decision  ?  ! 

.  SiE  W.  HARCOURT:  My  hon. 
Friend  must  remember  what  happened  to 
the  shepherd  Paris  when  he  had  to  award 
the  apple,  and  the  misfortunes  which 
befell  him  and  his  partner — spretce  injuria 
forirne. 

Sir  D.  MACFARLANE  (Argyll)  : 
Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  propose 
■to  hold  a  limited  competition,  and  ask 
the  poets  to  send  in  their  specimens  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

JABEZ  BALFOUR. 

Sir  E.  ASHMF-AD  -  BARTLETT 
^Sheffield,  Ecclesall)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  it 
is  a  fact  that  the  Argentine'  Courts  have 
refused  the  exIradicJon  of  Mr.  Jabez 
Balfour  ;  and  whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  institute  proceed^ 
lugs  against  the  persons,  other  than  Mr. 
Jabez  Balfour,  who  were  responsible  for 
the  companies  of  the  LiberaCor  gVoup? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  As  to  the 
first  part  of  this  question,  I  have  no  in* 
formation  ;  and  as  to  the  second,  I  must 
refer  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  Attorney 
General. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  : 
I  do  not  knpw  whether  th^  right ,  hoi^. 
Gei;)tleman  is  aware  that  I  have. asked 
the   seoond   question   of     the.nAtA<>Kn«>7 


Generat  on  rtidre  than  one  ctecasion  be- 
fore "without  being  answered,  and  there- 
fore I  mtist,  with  fell  respect  to  the 
Ghancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  press  him 
to  state  whether  it  is  or  is  not  the  Inten- 
tion bf  the  GovBrnment  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings against  those  who  are  respon- 
sible for  these  great  fnkuds  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  am  afraid 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  extract  from 
me  information  I  do  not  possess. 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DA1\ 


FINANCE  BHiL.r-(No.  303,) 
THIRD   READING. 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  BUI  be  now  read  the  third 

time."-r(rAe  Chancellor  of  the  Ex^ 
chequer.y 

•Sir  J.  LUBBOCK  (London  Univer- 
sity) :  I  rise,  Sir,  to  move  the  re- 
jection of  the  Bill.  We  have  been  told 
that  political  economy  has  been  baaiBhed 
to  Jupiter  and  Saturn,  and  I  fear  there  is 
much  truth  in  the  statement.  At  any 
rate,  in  moving  the  rejection  of  thid  Bill, 
I  shall  endeavour  to  do  so  without  any 
heat  or. party  feeling,  and  rather  as  if  I 
were  an  economist  in  Jupiter  or  Saturn 
looking  down  on  this  earth.  Indeed,  I 
can  easily  do  so,  for  I  hare  no  expecta^ 
tion  of  succeeding  :to.  an  e&tate,  nor  kw ill 
th^  equalisation  of  the  Death  Duties 
affect  me,  as  my  interests  are  in  the  main 
not  ill  real,  but  in  personal  property. 
In  the  first  place,  I  will  deal  wita  the 
principle  of  graduation.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  says  that 
it  was  advocated  by  Adam  .^mith 
and  John  Stuart  MiiL  On  the  oou- 
trary,  however,  lam  able  to  show  that 
both  those  eminent  authorities  have 
condemned  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment. In  fact,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
graduation  as  propoeed  in  this  Bill  has 
been  condemned  by  the  gen^«l  consent 
of  political  econoniists  and  the  sentiments 
of  the  civilised  world.  .  The  Chaiicdlor 

of  the  Ex;eh0quer  iindeed  attempted  to 
jus(iify  frimself  by  the  statenienft  that 
•wills  are  of  modern  origii>,  that  previbufllr 
the  prop«ii*ty .  wept  to  the:  i  State,  andt  ihwt 
«,, ^iniilfkri lOOdir^e ito 4bat  now  prtuposed i was 
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adopt^  ip  feudal  times*  I  do  not  kno^ 
that  aAj  precedent  froio  barbarous  races , 
and  feudal  tiroes  would  be  verj  satisfac- 
tory, but,  as  a  matter  o^'  fact,  before  the 
origin  <jf  wills  property  devolved  not  on 
the  State,  but  on  the  family.  The  argu- 
ment based  on  the  precedent  of  feudal 
times  is,  I  admit,  in  point,  but  I  should 
have  thought  it  was  rather  a  warning 
against,  than  a  reason  for,  the  proposal. 
Now,  Sir,  what  are  the  objections  to 
graduation  as  proposed  in  this  Bill  ?  It 
is  unjust ;  it  tends  to  discourage  thrift ;  it 
has  no  natural  limits,  and,  being  a  tax  on 
capital,  it  will  ultimately  fall  on  the  poor. 
Firstly,  then,  as  regards  justice.  M, 
Thiers  truly  says  that  for  the  State  to 
make  a  graduated  charge  is  as  if  a 
tradesman  or  hotel  keeper  had  different 
prices  for  the  same  article.  We  l^now 
what  we  should  think  of  such  a  person  ; 
but  in  future  he  will  at  any  rate  be  able 
to  quote  the  authority  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  for  doing  so.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  tells  us 
that  if  a  man  leaves  £100,000,  £4  per 
cent,  or  £4,000  belongs  to  the  State. 
We  have  only  the  authority  of  the  right 
bon.  jCrentleman  for  the  statement,  but 
if  4  per  cent,  belongs  to  the  State,  why 
does  he  in  some  cases  take  1  or  2  per 
cent,  only,  and  in  others  6,  7,  or  8  per 
cent.  ?  The  country  is  asked  to  believe 
that  this  is  because  he  wishes  to  tax  the 
rich.  But  in  that  case  the  duty  ought 
to  be  levied  on  the  amount  received. 
This,  however,  is  not  done.  Ten  men 
may  jeceive  the  same  sum,  and  yet  each 
pay  a  different  rate  of  duty.  Or  take 
another  case  mentioned  in  the  Committee. 
A  man  left  £260,000  ;  in  his  will  he 
bequeathed  something  over  £200,000  in 
charities  and  to  younger  children,  leaving 
for  his  eldest  as  residuary  legatee  about 
£50,000.  Now  the  rate  of  dutv  on 
£260,000  is  6^  per  cent, ;  the  unfortn- 
nate  son  would  have  to  pay  at  thaj;  rate 
on  the  whole  £260,000  which  would 
amount  to  over  30  per  cent,  on  his  in- 
heritance. Surely  this  .  is  most  unjust 
Now,  I  come  to  the  discouragement  of , 
"thrift.  It  is  obvious  that  if  you  say 
to  a  man  that  if  he  saves,  you  will 
make  him  pay  not  only  in  proportion  to 
what  he  saves,  but  at  a  higher  rate,  you 
weaken  materially  the  inducement  to 
econofny.  This  i^  especially  (he  case 
when  }ip  is  near  any.  of  the  breaks  ip  tl^Q 
scale.    The  rigbt.hon.  Gentleman  the 
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Leader  of  the,Oppositif>v  put  the  ca^e  of 
a  man  who  had  £996,000,  and  said  very 
justly  that  he  would  think  twice  before  he 
would  save  another  £5,000.  In  reply  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  that — 

'*  He  bad  m(tf€  confideace  ia  human  nature 
than  to  believe  that  in  such  a  case  as  that  men- 
tioned by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  man 
would  be  indnoed  not  to  add  to  his  capital 
merely  because  the  Chancellor  ol  the  Ex- 
chequer would  thereby  get  a  hundred  or  two, 
more  of  that  money." 

Now,  Sir,  that  shows  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  not  fully 
realised  the  effect  of  his  own  proposal, 
because  if  such  a  man  save  £5,000  the 
effect  would  be  that  his  estate  would 
have  to  pay  not  £100  or  £200  more, 
but  it  would  cotne  under  a  higher  scale, 
and  have  to  pay  £5,400.  That  is  to  say, 
the  effect  of  his  saving  £5,000  would  be 
that  his  heirs  would  get  £400  less  than 
if  he  had  not  saved  the  £5,000.  As 
long  as  the  Duty  was  1  or  2  per  cent, 
people  did  not  think  much  about  it ;  but 
when  you  raise  it  to  4,  6,  or  8  per  cent» 
the  case  is  very  different.  It  cannot  then, 
I  think,  be  doubted  that  the  proposal 
will  be  a  great  discouragement  to  thrift. 
Professor  Fawcett  justly  said,  in  his 
Manual  of  Political  Economy  that  '*  pro- 
gressive taxation  would  operateas  a  dis- 
couragement to  prudence."  My  next 
objection  is  that  there  is  no  natural 
limit.  You  are  on  an  inclined  plane, 
and  will  not  know  where  to  stop.  My 
next  objection  is  that  the  tax  being 
a  tax  on  capital  will,  ultimately  fall  on 
the  poor.  No  one,  I  suppose,  will  deny 
that  it  is  a  tax  on  capital,  and  I  may 
again  quote  Professor  Fawcett  that — 

"  Capital  is  the  fund  from  which  labour  is 
remunerated.  It  thus  becomes  obvious  that^ 
wages  in  the  aggregate  depend  upon  the  ratio 
between  capital  and  population/' 
That  has  been  the  general  opinion 
of  economists.  On'  this  point  I  may 
refer  to  a  writer,  who  will,  I  am  sure, 
carry  great  weight  with  the  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  Henry  George,  in  his  Progress 
and  Poverty  sajrs —  ' 

"  The  theory  that  wages  are  fixetl  by  the  ratio 
between  the  number  of  labourers  and  the 
amount  of  capital  devoted  to  the  employmeat  • 
of  labour  ....  holds  all  but  uodisputed 
sway.  It  bears  the  endorsement  of  the  veiy 
highest  names  among;  the  cultivators  of  politi- 
cal economy.  ....  It  is  taught  in  all  or 
nearly  all  the  great  English  and  Ameri^n  Unl« 
veimlieB,   and   is    laid   dowa    in    the    books. 

It  has  been  accepted  by  economists 

from  the  time  of  Adam  Smith  to  the  present  day. 
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Mr.  George  is  himself  6i  a  different 
opinion,  but  I  quote  him  to  show  that  in 
the  opinion  of  all  economists  from  Adam 
Smith  to  the  present  day  this  Estate 
Duty,  though  paid  in  the  first  instance 
by  those  who  are  comparatively  rich,  will 
really  fall  on  the  poor.  But  there  is 
another  way  in  which  this  legislation  will 
injure  the  poor.  M.  Jules  Simon-^for- 
merly  Prime  Minister  of  Prance — in  a 
recent  article  against  graduated  taxation, 
justly  says  that — . 

<'  Security  is  a  boon  which  the  poor  require 
as  much  or  even  more  than  the  rich,  and  it  will 
no  longer  exist  in  a  country  after  so  great  a  blow 
given  to  our  Institution." 

Sir,  these  are  wise  words,  and  I  repeat  with 
regret  that  th^se  proposals  are  a  great 
blow  to  our  Institutions — to  that  security 
on  which  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of'  us  all,  of  poor  as  well  as  rich,  so 
greatly  depends.  To  my  mind  these  «re 
overwhelming  objecttOEis  to  these  pro- 
posals. There  are  others  which  do  not 
belong  to  the  essence  of  the  proposal,  bat 
which  seem  quite  gratuitously  introduced." 
It  is  certainly  agrievons  hardship  that  pro- 
perty passing  from  hnsbtind  to  wife  should 
pay  the  same  Estate  Duty  as  if  it  went 
to  a  stranger.  Certainly  it  should  be  the 
ppUcy  of  a  wise  statesman  to  unite  as  far 
as  possible  the  interests  of  husband  and 
wife.  Again  the  Government  propose 
not  only  to  tax  museums  and  collections 
of  pictures  (even  in  some  cases  if  given 
for  public  purposes),  bnt  to  use  them  to 
raise  th6  rate  on  the-  rest  of  the  estate. 
In  collections  of  family  pictures  the  case 
seems  peculiarly  htird.  In  the  "School  for 
Scandal,"  old  Moses  encourages  Charles 
Surfacfe  to  sell  his  family  portraits  to 
meet  an  emergency,  but  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  goes  further  and  thinks 
it  a  good  thiM  in  itself  ^o  break  up  such 
collections.  This  is  no  doubt  a  matter  of 
sentiment,  and  if  hon.  Members  above 
the  Gangway  have  no  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject I  can  only  regret  it.  Again,  scientific 
collections,  though  bringing  in  no  income, 
are  to  pay  Estate  Duty.  This  is  clearly 
a  discouragement  to  Art  and  Science,  and 
is^  I  submit,  contrary  to  public  policy. 
Again,  it  has  been  pointed  out  in  many 
cases  during  the  course  of  these  Debates, 
e^>ecially  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Isle  of  Wight,'  that  executors  will  under 
this  Bill  have  extraordinary  difficulties-*- 
difficulties  in  estimating  value,  the  im- 

Sir  J.  Lubbock 


portance  of  which  Will  be  much  greater 
than  it  is  now — iri  presenting  accounts  ; 
alK)ve  all,  in  raising  the  funds  to  pay  such 
heavy  sums.  All  these,  moreover,  are 
aggravated  by  the  drastic,  and  I  must 
say  tyrannical,  powers  given  to  the  Com- 
missioners ;  powers  which  I  hope  they 
will  ue\^er  intentionally  exercise,  but 
which  nevertheless  we  ought  not  to  confer 
upon  them.  Apart  from  the  difficult 
task  imposed  upon  executors,  and  from 
the  amount  levied,  there  will  be  cases  of 
great  hardship  from  the  plans  proposed. 
I  can  only  mention  one  or  two.  Take  for 
instance,  the  case  of  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers. Merchants  will  be  very  hardly 
dealt  with  by  the  provision  that  in  deter- 
mining Estate  Duty  debts  abroad  are  not 
deducted,  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
th6  Member  for  Liverpool  has  told  U8 
that  when  cotton  is  purchased  the  price 
is  payable  in  New  York.  Now  in  these 
cases  the  executor  has  to  pay,  in  the  first 
instance',  without  any  deduction  for  the 
foreign  debts.  No  doubt  afterwards, 
months,  perhaps  even  two  or  three  years, 
he  may  claim  back  the  amount  overpaid 
— perhaps  at  great  inconvenience — but 
is  not  entitled  to  any  interest.  Take, 
again,  the  case  of  our  manufacturers. 
If  their  mills  are  freehold  they  may 
spread  the  payment  over  eight  years ;  but 
if,  as  is  generally  the  case,  they  are  lease- 
hold, the  whole  amount  must  be  paid 
down,  unless  they  make  an  appeal  to  the 
Commissioners,  which  certainly  would 
not  improve  their  credit.-  It  would  be 
easy  to  multiply  instances  of  the  hard- 
ships inflicted  by  the  Bill,  bnt  1  must 
pass  on.  Sir,  no  one  can  doubt  that  this 
Bill  will  be  injurious  in  many  ways,  and 
I  very  much  doubt  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  receive  the  amount  they  ex- 
pect under  it.  Rightly  or  wrongly,  it  is 
regarded  as  unjust,  as  being  ifa  the  words 
of  Thiers  un  vtai  pillage^  or  in  those  of 
John  Stuart  Mills  a  "  form  of  robbery," 
and  when  people  are  smarting  under  the 
sense  of  Injustice,  and  have  the  highest 
scientific  authority  f6r  considering  that 
they  are  being  robbed,  depend  upon  ri 
they  will  not  submit  if  they  can  help  it. 
I  know,  for  instance,  of  one  6ase  in 
which  a  man  had  left  over  £250,000 
to  charities.  He  is  now  distributing  it. 
That,  of  course,  will  benefit  the  charities, 
but  the  State  will  get  no  Estate  Duty 
and  win  lose  over  £30,000  of  Legacy 
Duty  which  it  wonld  otherwise  have  re- 
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ceiyed.  I  understand  there  are  already 
cases  in  which  fathers  are  already  dis- 
tributing some  of  theit  shares  among 
their  children:  But  there  is  a  second 
way  in  which  the  Chancellor  will  lose, 
which  has  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  yet  been 
referred  to  in  these  Debates.  Let  me 
ask  the  House  to  consider  how  these  pro- 
visions will  affect  the  Income  Tax.  It 
is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  Estate 
Duty  is  a  ta^t  on  capital.  A  man  dies, 
and  the  State  takes — ^I  will  not  take  uu 
extreme  ease,  but  we  will  say — 7  per 
cent,  of  his  property.  In  that  case  his 
heir  is  so  much  the  poorer.  If  you  had 
Bot  taken  it  the  heir  would  have  paid  the 
same  Income  Tax  on  it  as  the  deceased  ; 
but  as  yon  have  taken  it  he  will  hare  a 
smaller  income,  and  will  therefore  pay 
less  Income  Tax.  The  Estate  Duty  has 
been  compared  to  deferred  Income 
Tax.  The  analogy  does  not  seem  to 
me  satisfactory.  I  should  rather  com- 
pare it  to  anticipated  Income  Tax. 
I  may  be  told  thitt  Income  Tax  is  only 
8d.  in  the  £1.  Yes  ;  but  you  take  your 
Estate  Duty  only  once ;  your  Income  Tax 
comes  in  every  year-;  in  a  few  years  it 
would  mount  up,  and  in  this  way  also 
the  Estate  Duty  will  be  no  clear  gain, 
but  a  certain,  I  might  say  a  consitierable 
part  of  what  you  take  in  Estate  Duty 
you  win  lose  in  Income  Tax.  You  are 
in  fact  to  this  extent  killing  tlie  golden 
goose.  I  for  one  haVe  very  great  con- 
Sdence  in  the  judgment  of  the' House  of 
Commons,  When  it  has  heard  the  argu- 
ments. But,  Sir,  that  has  not  been  the 
case  ?ri  tfie  present  instance.  I  make  no 
complaint;'  it  is  impossible  for  lion. 
Gentlemettto  be  always  iti'  their  places, 
but  I  feel  dure  I  shall  not  be  cdntradieted 
whetl  I  say  thftt  oh  Am^dment  after 
Amendment  the  G^overnment- \^ould  have 
been  defeated  if  the  question  had  been 
decided  by  those  who  listened  t6  the 
Debate.  Another  strong  reason  for  delay 
is  the  very  doubtful  meaning  of  many 
provfflioQS  in  the  Bill.  We  have  heard, 
evening  after  evening,  the  learned  Attor*- 
ney  and  Solicitor  General  contending 
with  othei^  eminent  lawyers  in  the  Honse, 
not  merely  =  ad  to  what  Hie  law  ^outd  be, 
but  as  to  what  the  meaning  of  the  Bill 
really  is,  and  we  must  all  have  observed, 
except  in  otie  or  twy>  cases,  that  no  other 
lawyer  in  the  House  has  s(tpported  ^he 
vienFTB  expressed' bv  Government.  -Why, 
Sir;  inti  Repoft  the  Gorerament  them- 


selves put  down  over  100  drafting 
Amendments.  Now,  we  often  s^k 
lightly  of  drafting  Amendments.  They 
pass  easily  in  Committee.  But  they  are 
most  important.  The  Courts  of  Law 
must  decide,  not  according  to  what  we 
mean,  but  to  what  we  say.  They  are 
bound  by  the  letter  of  the  Act.  In  other* 
countries  the  course  of  legislatidn  is  very 
different.  In  France,  for  instance,  the 
Legislature  only  lays  down  general  prin- 
ciples. It  is  the  Conseil  d'Etat — not 
an  elective  body  at  all,  but  a  Court  of 
permanent  officials,  which  reduces  the 
general  propositions  to  rules,  and  is  care-* 
ful  to  permit  no  cases  of  individual  in* 
justice.  There,  then,  the  exact  wording 
is  not  do  material,  here  it  is  of  great  im- 
portance. But  even  here,  in  any  but  a 
finance  Bill,  drafting  Amendments  can 
be  made  in  the  other  House.  This  being 
a  finance  Bill  they  have  no  opportunity 
of  doing  so.  No  one  can  d6ubt  that  if 
there  were  any  opportunity  the  Govern- 
ment themselves  would  make  many  other 
Amendments,  and  the  only  way  we  can 
enable  them  to  do  so,  is  by  postponing 
the  Bill,  so  that  they  may,  if  they  see 
fit,  re-introduce  it  next  year.  I  am  not 
finding  any  fault  with  either  the  very 
able  draftsmen  or  with  the  learned  law 
officials.  But  with  such  a  Bill  as  this,, 
dealing  with  such  complex  and  difficult 
subjects,  mistakes  are  unavoidable,  and 
it  is  hfnpossibie  to  doubt  that  if  the  Bill 
passes  in  its  pi^sent  form  it  will  lead  to 
endless  litigation  aiid  great  injustice; 
Passing  on  to  the  equalisation  of  the 
Death  Duties  on  real  and  personal  pro- 
perty, the  reasons  which  have  led  wise 
statesmen  to  make  the  differen<^e  are  cer^- 
tainly  very  cogent.  I  will  only  allude 
to  the  greater  facility  of  sale,  to  the 
numerous  calls  on  the  holders  of  real 
propeHy  in  support  of  this,  and  pass  on, 
to-  the  main  reason — namely,  to  the  fact 
that  rates  fiall  mainly  on  real  property.* 
The  whole  of  the  Death  Duties  only  brin^ 
in  £11,000,000,  to  which,  moreover,  real) 
property  contributes  a  substantial  par^^ 
while  rates  now  amount  to  £30,000,000, 
so  that  if  we  consider  not  only  national, 
but,  as  ih  fairness  we  must,  local  burdeim 
also,  real  property  is  already  overburdened. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  said  that  local  burdens 
shotild  be  eqmilised  also,  but  I  believe 
that  those  who  have  looked  into  th^ 
mutter  Agree  that  this  is  irtipracticHble. 
The  onlyway  in  Which  the  difficulty  can 
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be  met  is  by  national  subventions  in  aid 
of  rates.  This  Bill  will  greatly  strengthen 
those  who  wish  these  national  grants  to 
be  largely  increased.  You  will  indeed 
make  their  claim  from  this  point  of  view 
almost  irresistible.  I  have  hitherto 
opposed  these  grants,  beheviug  that  they 
lead  to  extravagance ;  but  if  this  Bill 
becomes  law,  I  do  not  see  how  the  claim 
can  be  resisted.  The  only  other  section 
of  the  Bill  to  which  I  will  refer  is  that 
relating  to  the  National  Debt.  With 
one  trifling  exception  it  has  been  the 
^custom  for  yeard  and  years,  when  any 
change  has  been  made  in  the  National 
Debt,  to  do  so  in  a  separate  Bill.  The 
only  real  exception  was  more  than  100 
years  ago,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  he  had  to  go 
back  more  than  another  century  to  find 
any  precedent. 

Sir   W.    HABCOUET:  There   are 
other  precedents. 

*SiR  J.  LUBBOCK  :  I  have  not  been 
able  to  find  any  other  precedent.  I  do 
not  believe  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
•chequer  will  be  able  to  produce  one. 
We  shall  see.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Midlothian  always 
dealt  with  this  matter  in  a  separate 
Bill.  The  course  adopted  by  Mr.  Pitt 
was  denounced  by  Charles  James  Fox 
and  the  Liberal  Party,  because  it 
rendered  it  more  easy  to  tamper  with  the 
subject,  and  deprived  the  House  of  Com- 
mons of  reasonable  opportunities  for 
consideration.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Midlothian  always  acted 
on  this  view,  and  it  has  been  reserved 
for  the  present  Government  to  sacrifice  a 
principle  of  great  importance  for  a  tem- 
porary convenience.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, *wonder  that  they  wished  to  avoid 
discussion  on  this  unfortanate  proposal. 
This  clause  alone  would,  on  the  principles 
laid  down  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
ehequer  himself,  justify  the  rejection  of 
the  BUI.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted 
that  in  a  tune  of  peace  the  Government 
should  tamper  with  the  Sinking  Fond, 
^dftm  Smith  justly  said  that  the  practice 
of  borrowing  ^'  has  gradually  enfeebled 
every  nation  that  has  adopted  it,*'  and  he 
proposed  that  one^third  of  the  Revenue 
should  be  devoted  to  repayment  of  debt. 
Mr.  Cobden  quotes  with  approbation  the 
saying  of  an  American  statesman  tiiAt 
the  reduction  of  debt  gave  more  strength 
to  a  nation  than  100  ships  of  the  line  reiidy 
for  battle,  or  100,000  armed  soldiers.    It 
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is  not  going  too  far  to.  say  that  if  the 
nation  does  not  destroy  the  Debt,  the 
Debt  will  destroy  the  nation.  But  there 
is  another  statesman  whom  I  should  like 
to  quote.     He  said — 

*'  To  touch  the  Sinking  Fund  in  time  of  peace 
in  order  to  meet  expenditure  which  we  regard 
as  indispensable  for  the  defence  of  the  country 
would  be  a  fatal  and  cowardly  error,  unworthy 
of  a  great  nation.  I  pray  the  Committee  to 
confiider  the  vital  consequences^  alike  in  peace 
and  in  war,  of  this  great,  perhaps  the  greatest 
of  all  national  reserves,  a  reserve  not  leas 
valuable,  even  more  valuable  than  the  Naval 
and  Military  Beserveit.  In  (leaoe  times  our 
financial  credit  depends  upon  the  confidence 
that  is  felt  that  the  nation  is  ready  and  willing 
to  make  all  the  sacrifices  necessary  to  meet  ita 
needs  and  obligations  ;  that  its  policy  is  not  to 
increase,  but  to  diminish  the  Pnblic  Debt.  .  .  . 
In  times  of  war  this  fund  becomes  a  priceless 
resource — a  resource  not  less  powerml  than 
ships,  or  guns,  or  men.  ....  You  could  not 
do  a  more  unwise  or  spendthrift  act  than  to 
dissipate  in  peace  this  greaX  reserve.  It  is  your 
war-chest.  Let  nothing  induce  us  to  shufiie 
our  responsibilities  off  our  own  shoulders,  and 
foist  them  on  our  successors." 

Sir,  these  are  the  words  of  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  himself.  It 
is  not  I  who  call  these  proposals  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a  ^' fatal 
and  cowardly  error.**  That  is  his  own 
condemnation  of  his  own  proposals.  It 
is  not  I  who  say  that  we  cannot  do  ''  a 
more  unwise  or  spendthrift  act  than  in  a 
time  of  peace  to  dissipate  the  Sinking 
Fund.**  That  is  what  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  says.  It  is  not  I  who 
say  that  '^  we  have  no  right  to  shuffle 
our  obligations  off  our  own  shoulders  and 
foist  them  on  our  successors.**  That  is 
what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
says.  But  who  is  shuffling  our  obliga- 
tions off  our  own  shoulders  and  foisting 
them  on  onr  successors  f  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  himself.  I  adopt 
his  words  ;  I  implore  the  House — 

^To  consider  the  vital  consequence  of  this 
great  reserve — a  reserve  not  less  valuable,  even 
more  valuable  than  the  Naval  and  Military 
Reserves.  Our  financial  credit  depends  upon 
the  confidence  that  the  nation  is  ready  to  make 
all  the  sacrifices  necessary  to  meet  its  needs  and 
obligations,  that  its  policy  is  not  to  increase, 
but  to  diminish  the  Public  D^bt."  ^ 

That  m  admirable  wisdom,  eloquently 
stated.  It  was  loudly  cheered  from  the 
Government  Benches,  and  I  hope  they 
will  act  on  their  opinion.  Sir,  I  thank 
the  House  for  the  courtesy  with  which 
they  have  listened  to  mew  I  beg  to  move 
the  Injection  of  this  Bill,  because  amongst 
other  reasons: — (I)  -It   will . introduce 
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innnmerable  difficdlties  in  ^indixig  ttp 
estates  ;  (2)  beoaitae  tbe  sjrutem  of  Death 
Dnties  proposed  bave  been  condemaed 
by  the  general  voiee  of  political  ecooo- 
mists  a«r  uojnst ;  (3)  because  tax^es  on 
capital  tend  to  cUseonrage  thrift  and 
lower  wages ;  (4)  becanse  it  is  qndesirr 
able  to  tax  so  heavily  property  passing 
to  widows  and  ehiidren  ;  and,  last,  not 
least,  becanse  it  tampers  with  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  which,  in  the  words  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exohequer,  is  ^^  an  nn« 
wise  and  spendthrift  act"  and  weakenaa 
reserve  which,  to  quote  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  once  more,  is  ^'  even  more 
valuable  to  the  country  thau  our  Naval 
and  Military  Reserves,"  aad  on  tbe  main«^ 
tenance  of  which  ^'  oui*  financial  credit  as 
a  nation  depends/^ 

•Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis)  seconded  the  Motion  for  the  re^ 
jection  of  the  Bill.  He  said,  that  after 
exactly  three  months  and  one  day  of 
debate  on  this  measure — a  Debate  unex- 
ampled in  the  case  of  a  Budget  Bill^  but 
absohit^ly  necessitated  by  the  character 
of  this  Bill — the  Honse  mast  be  quite 
fatigued  of  it,  and  glad  that  the  end  had 
come.  But  if  the  House  remembered 
the  Extraordinary  complications  of  the 
Bill,  and  the  enormous  number  of  ques- 
tions embodied  in-  it,  the  wonder  .would 
be  that/  the  Debate  had  lasted  so  short  a 
time,  and  not  that  it  had  continued  so 
long.  It  had  been  recognised  by  a 
financial  authority,  second  only  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exehequer--^Hiamely, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Midlothian,  that  any  attempt  to  deal 
with  the  Death  Dnties  must  necessarily 
occupy  the  whole  of  the  Session ;  and, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,>  an  attempt  to  deal 
with  one  of  the  Death  Dnties  had  been 
considered  adequate  work  for  one  Session. 
But  here  they  had  proposals  to  deal  with 
the  Probate  Duty,  tbe  Legacy  Doty, 
the  'Succession  Duty^  Estate  Duty, 
Account  Duty,  and  the  temporary 
Death  Duties  imposed  by  the  late  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  all  of  which 
were  thrown  into  the  melting  pot,  and 
out  of  them  aldose  this  new  Estate 
Duty  that  they  were  now  considering. 
Instead  of  taking  three  months  of  one 
Session  a  Bill  like  this  should  have  taken 
nine  months  of  three  or  four  Sessions. 
He  regretted  so  many  matters  had  been 
introduced  into  the  Bill,  because  he  felt 
they  had  not  been  adequately  discussed. 


btit  hC' regretted,  still  more  .t^e  spirit  in 
which  this  matteer  had  been  introduce^ 
into  the  House<  It  bad  not  been  intro- 
duced in  the  spirit  of  a  statesman,  nor 
even  in  the  spirit  of  aii  expert  tax 
colleotor,  but,. he  regretted  to  say,  in  the 
spirit  of  hatreds  malice,  and  all  uncharit- 
ableaess, .  which  some  .of  the  most 
advanced  Radicals  of  this  day  believed  to 
represent  true  policy.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  not  gone  about  the 
matter  as  he  would  bave  done  in  order  to 
collect. a  <tax,  but  be  had  gone  about  it  in 
order  to  satisfy  those  of  his  followers  who 
felt  envious  of  men  wealthier  than  them- 
selves, hateful  of  the  possessors  of  land, 
and  hateful,  above  all,  of  the  men  who 
did  not  always  vote  on  the  same  side  of 
politics.  It  could  not  be  s^id  that  the 
Opposition  had  treated  this  Bill  unfairly, 
for  never  was  there  a  Bill  at  opce  more 
complex  or  more  closely  debated  and 
more  pertinently  dealt  with  than  this  Bill, 
had  been.  He  considered  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  have  got  all  he 
wanted  by  imposing  a  surtax  of  10  per 
cent.' on  existing  duties,  and  such  a  pro* 
posal  would  only  have  involved  three  or 
four  days*  debate  instead  of  three  months, 
a  course  which  he  himself  (Mr.  Bowles)^ 
bad  proposed  at  the  outset  in  a  letter 
published  in  tbe  Press.  The  right  hon.. 
Gentleman  would  not  listen  to  that  prac- 
tical suggestion,  and  instead  of  getting 
£1,000,000,  as  he  thus  would  bave  done 
out  of  the  Death  Duties  this  year,  his  belid^' 
was  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  now  get  nothing  at  all.  How  little 
consideration  was  given  to  .the  framing 
of  th^  Bill,  and  how  greatly  it  required 
amendment  could  be  shown  by  a  few 
figures.  As  the  Bill  was  introducect 
tbe  22  clauses  relating  to  the  English 
portion  of  tbe  Death  Duties  consisted  of 
,523  lines.  There  were  omitted  by  the 
Government  26  lines,  so  that  the  Bill  con- 
sisted then  of  497  lines.  Tliere  were  then, 
added  by  Amendment  lo7  new  lines  in.. 
Committee,  and  subsequently  on  Report 
203  lines ;  consequently  to  the  497 
original  lines  there  had  been  added  360, 
so  that  the  Bill  as  it  stood  at  this 
moment  was  to  the  extent  of  nearly  half 
entirely  composed  of  new  matter,  while 
the  important,  impounding,  Clause  8  had 
been  abandoned.  Of  this  new  matter 
page  after  page  had  been  put  down 
by  the  Government,  showing  that  when 
they   originally   framed  the    Bill    they 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  l(^ 


191 


FifidnSe 


{COMMONS} 


BM. 


192 


id    not    know    theii-   own    mind.*    A 
ill  more  gt^sslj   and  Hhamefullj  pre- 
pared  bad   nerer  been    put    before  the 
House^    and    never    had     a     draftsman 
done    his    duty    so    badly.     The  fanlt, 
however,    was    not  so   much    with    ihe 
draftsman  as  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.     So  difficult  was  the  duty  he 
had   to  perfbl'm,  so  completely    absurd 
were  the  principles  that  had  to  be  put 
into  the  Bill,  that  he  scarcely  wondered 
the  draftsman  should  have  performed  his 
task  even  so  ill  as  he  had  done.     The 
flrbt    principle    of  taxation    was  to   go 
where    the  money   was — to    **  stick   to 
the  bush  with  the  berries  on."     Another 
principle   was  to    follow    the    property 
into    the    hands  of    the  man   who   had 
it — to   go    so    far    as    your  arm   could 
reach  and  no  farther.     These  principles 
of  taxation  had  been  pursued  since  taxa- 
tlon  was  first  invented,  but  from  both  of 
them  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
'had  departed.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  had  elected  to  go  not  to  the  man  who 
had  the  property  now,  but  to  the  man  who 
had  had  it ;  he  went  to  foreign  countries 
where    the    arm    of    the    tax   collector 
could  not  reach,  and  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion not  to  the  beneficiary  to  whom  he 
should  go  for  taxation,  but  entirely  to 
the  dead  man  who  no  longer  possessed 
tlie  property.     Like  a  modern  Orpheus, 
the   Chancellor  of  the    Exchequer    de- 
iicended  to  the  realms  of  Pluto,  with  his 
lyre  of  graduation  in  his  hand,  clutched 
his  deceased  Eurydice,  and,  like  Orpheus 
again,  he  would  find  he  would  lose  her 
before  he  brought  her  into  light.     There 
was    a   special    reason    why  the  Death 
Duties  should  not  be  brought  before  the 
world   for  discussion.     The   system   of 
collection  of  these  duties  had  worked  ad- 
mirably hitherto,  because  the  duties  had 
been  most  carefully  concealed  from  the 
public  gaze,  and  had  worked  like  a  mole 
in  the  ground,  out  of  sight  of  all  but  the 
victims  as  they  came  up  singly  for  taxa- 
tion.     But  now  the  Chancellor  of   the 
Exchequer  had  exposed  them  to  public 
view,  and  not  only  did  so,  but  put  an  end 
to  the  arrangement  which  experience  had 
found  to  work  so  well,  put  before  the 
whole  of  the  possible  taxpayers  of  the 
country  the  probability  that  they  would 
be  mulcted  in  these  large  sums,  and  thus 
suggested  the  temptation  to  discover  the 
'  means  of  evasion  and  avoidance  of  these 
duties.     There  were  two  principles  upon 
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'which  ihw  Bill  reslod,  aggregatioa  and 
'gnidnation.  How  waa  the  prineiple  of 
'  aggregation  carried  out  ?  It  bad  been 
explained  over  and  over  again  that  the 
prineiple' of  the  Bill  was  this  :  When  a 
man  died  they  were  to  take  the  whole  of 
his  property  and  make  it  into  one  heap. 
The  big  heaps  were  to  be  chfu*ged  at  a 
higher,  and  the  little  heaps  at  a  lower 
rate,  but  the  whole  justification  for  the 
differential  system  of  taxation  lay  ia  the 
fact  that  one  aggregation  was  made  of 
the  wl3ole  of  the  property  a  man  had 
left.  According  to  the  Bill,  however, 
instead  of  thm-e  being  only  one  there 
were  no  fewer  than  19  different  aggrega- 
tions or  segregations,  or  segregations 
of  segregations.  A  man  might  leave  one 
of  each  of  the  19  classes  of  property. 
Suppose  17  of  the  classes  represented 
£1,000  each,  and  two  of  them  consisted 
of  an  annuity  of  £25,  and  an  Indian  pen- 
sion wh  ioh  would  make  up  together  £  1 ,000. 
The  result  would  be  that  the  man  would 
have  left  £18,000,  and  the  first  sug- 
gested aggregation  would  be  on  £18,000, 
but  they  then  had  to  deduct  from  this 
ten  of  those  kinds  of  property  which 
were  either  to  be  aggregated  separately 
as  estates  by  themselves  or  were  to  be 
exempted  from  the  Estate  Duty  alto- 
gether. In  other  words,  from  the  £18,000 
they  would  have  to  deduct  £9,000,  so  that 
the  aggregation  would  only  amount  to  half 
the  man's  property.  Take  now  the  case 
of  a  man  whose  property  consisted  of  only 
one  kind  not  subject  to  any  of  these 
separate  aggregations  or  segregations, 
but  aggregated  enturely  under  the  first 
aggregation.  That  man  paid  on  £18,000. 
1*^  that  they  taxed  one  man  according  to 
one  principle  and  another  according  to 
another  principle,  not  because  he  had 
more  property  but  because  his  property 
was  of  a  different  kind.  As  soon  as  they 
found  that  they  had  made  19  aggrega- 
tions, it  would  be  seen  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  cut  away  from  their  feet  the  only 
ground  on  which  they  could  rely  for  im- 
posing on  these  properties  a  graduated 
and  increasing  duty.  Yet  these  systems 
of  aggregation  and  segregation  had  been 
adopted  with  a  view  of  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  India 
called  "equality  of  sacrifice."  This 
equality  of  sacrifice  would  make  one  man 
pay  on  £18,000  and  another  with  the 
same  amount  of  property  on  £9,000. 
The   greatest   fiaw  in    the    calculations 
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of  thd .  Qpyerpment  ht4  refecence  to. 
the  foreigDer.  The  boo.  Member  for, 
CiLraarvoD^iure  Uf\d  thei9  tbat  be. 
bad  invested  \\aXt .  bis  property  in 
foreign  securities.  Well,  suppose  tbe 
bon.  Member  was  a  miUionaii;e,  and  tbat 
be  bad  invested  bal£-a-mil(ioD  in  foreign 
securities^  Mark  wbat  l^fippeneil  ^n  the 
name  of  equality  of  sacrifice  and  simplifi- 
cation^  Tbe  balf-a-million  tbat  tbe  bou. 
Membier  had  abroad  was  aggregated  with 
the  balf-a-miilion  at  home,  and  there  was 
to  pay  8  per.  cent,  on  a  million^  pr  £80,000. 
But  tbe  bon.  Member  for  Carnarvonshire 
was  a  shrewd  person.  He  bad  ascertained 
that  to  make  bis  foreign  half -a*  million  safe 
M  he  bad  to  do  was  to  put  it  in  tbe  bands 
of  a  foreign  executor.  If  the  bon.  Member 
had  not  done  it  already  be  would  probably 
do  it  now.  Tbe  effect  would  be  tbat  tbe 
Chancellor  of  tbe  ifixcbequer  would  not 
be  able  to  get  a  halfp^ny  on  tbe  half- 
a-million  abroad,  but  be  would  come 
upon  tbe  English  executor  and  levy  tbe 
whole  of  tbe  duty  on  him  and  tbe  lialf-a- 
niillion  at  home. 

An    bon.    Member  :    Of  course    he 
does. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  "Of 
course  be  does,"  said  an  bon.  Member, 
who  presumably  came  from  tbe  northern 
half  of  the  country.  Tbe  result  was 
that  on  the  British  part  of  the 
estate  tbe  dqtj  would  not  be  8  per 
cent,  but  16  per  cent.,  because  tbe 
Government  had  been  so  foolish  as  to  try 
to  get  duty  on  the  other  half-a**million 
which  was  beyond  their  reach.  Tbat 
was  equality  of  sacrifice  and  simplifica- 
tion I  Then,  take  the  man  whose  whole 
million  was.  in  this  country.  His  suc- 
cessor would  only. pay  8  percent^,  while 
the  unfortunate  successor  of  the  hon«  Mem- 
ber for  the  Carnarvon  Boroughs  wouid 
pay  16  per  cent.,  because  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Excheqaer  in  his  search  for  taxes 
had  committed  a  blu^ider  which  had  never 
entered  into  the  mind  of  any  tax  coUeotor 
before  this  year.  He  came  now  to  the 
probable  effects  of  the  Bill.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  tiie 
Exchequer  three  months  ago  reminded 
them,  that  Probate  Duty  was  now  payable 
only  on  personalty,  or  by  the  Account 
Duty  on  voluntary  isettlements,  and  he 
proposed  to  impose  it  on  realty,  and  also 
on  property  settled  for  valuable  con-* 
aideration,  which  practically  meant  a  pro- 


perty under  marriage  settlements  He  Also 
increi^sed  the  Succession  Dutv  by  cnarg- 
ing  it  oh  principal  value,  wherever  the 
fee  simple  passed,  and  tbe  right  bon. 
Gentleman  bad  rather  given  them  to  un- 
derstand tbat  this  was  a  tremendous 
matter.  Yet  be  bad.  since  ,  bad  to 
avow  tbat  all  tbe  increase  of  duty 
be  expected  to  get  under  this  head 
was  £100,000,  which  was  an  in- 
finitesimal part  of  the  £  10,000,000 
the  Death  Duties  were  to  produce.  He 
(Mr.  Gibson  Bowles)  bad  always  held 
that  when  a  man  got  the  fee  simple  of  an 
estate  he  should  pay  on  the  value  of  the 
estate,  but  at  the  same  time  he'tiad 
always  said  tbat  the  amount  which 
would  be  realised  from  tbe  change 
would  be  a  mere  trifle,  and  bis 
words  were  now  proved  to  be  accurate. 
It  was  a  mere  drop  in  the  bucket.  But 
what  did  the  right  hon.  Gentlenuin  hope 
to  get  out  of  the  whole  scheme  ?  From 
personalty,  which  now  paid  £8,910,000, 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  hoped  to  ^et 
£2,000,000  more,  and  from  realty,  which 
now  produced  £1,150,000,  he  hoped  to 
get  £1,350,000  more.  Mark  this  :  they 
took  tbe  swollen  money  bags  and  on 
them  they  charged  an  extra  23  per  cent*, 
and  then  they  took  the  shrunken  and 
shrinking  acres  and  charged  upon  them 
not  an  extra  23,  but  an  extra  117  per 
cent. — as  to  which  every  practical  man 
would  remark,  "Don't you  wish  you, may 
get  it  ?  *'  Tbe  right  bon.  Gentleman,  in 
short,  hoped  to  get  these  tremendous  in** 
creases  of  from  £3,500,000  to  £4,000,000 
by  taxing  realty,  which  could  not  pay,  and 
by  taxing  personalty  of  the  larger  kind, 
which,  he  undertook  to  say^^would  not 
pay.  And  now  he  came  to  tbe  most 
interesting  part  of  the  matter.  Xbf 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been 
very  chary  of  figures — more  so  even  than 
the  Conunissioners  of  Inland  Revenue — 
and  in  spite  of  his  (Mr.  Bowles's)  heart* 
rending  appeals  had  always  consistently 
refused  to  give  any  data  on  which  they 
could  judge  whether  the  right  bon.  Gen* 
tleman's  calculation  of  £3,500,000  or 
£4,000,000  was  correct,  and  therefore 
Members  had  had  to  speculate  upon  the 
possible  results  for  themselves.  He  had 
worked  out  tables  for  himself  with  great 
trouble  and  sacrifice  of  time,  but  as  the 
figures  were,  like  those  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  founded  on  imperfect 
data  and  on  expectation  that  might  prov$ 
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to  b^  ill-founded — though  he  was  sure  of 
the  general  drift  of  them — ^lie  would  not 
^ive  the  details.  There  were  five  heads 
of  expected  increase  ;  and  the  first  was 
*g§rregation,  which  was  professedly 
carried  out  bj  the  Bill,  but,  as  he  had 
shown,  was  not  really  carried  out.  By 
the  system  of  aggregation  or  of  charging 
property  altogether  instead  of  separately, 
he  did  not  believe  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  get  a  farthing.  By 
,the  next  head  of  increase,  which  was 
graduation,  he  should  get  a  great  deal ; 
but  he  begged  the  House  to  note  this 
remarkable  fact  about  the  duty:  that 
although  it  professed  to  extend  over  all 
property  passed  by  death,  if  the  figures 
were  examined  it  would  be  seen  that 
there  was  no  increase  of  duty  on  estates 
up  to  £50,000.  That  seemed  a  bold 
thing'  to  say  ;  but  if  anyone  had 
carefully  worked  out  the  figures  as  he 
had,  he  must  have  been  driven  to  the 
same  conclusion.  He  believed, '  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  on  such  estates 
rather  less  duty  would  be  levied  than 
was  collected  at  present  in  consequence 
of  the  exemptions  that  were  allowed. 
No  doubt  in  regard  to  estates  of  over 
£50,000  the  system  of  graduation  came 
in  with  such  strength  and  increases  of 
duty  were  so  rapid  that  a  large  amount 
of  extra  duty  should  be  levied  if  all  went 
fight.  He  had,  therefore,  allowed  a  large 
amount  for  the  increase  under  the  head 
of  graduation,  but  he  would  not  give  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the  details 
of  his  calculations,  because  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  himself  persistently  re- 
fused to  give  his  own  figures  to  the 
House.  He  (Mr.  Bowles)  would  give 
the  general  result.  The  extension  of 
Probate  Duty  to  real  estate  and  marriage 
settlements  was  the  third  head  of  increase, 
which  might  represent  a  considerable 
amount,  but  not  so  much  as  graduation. 
The  fourth  head  was  the  increase  of 
duty  on  property  in  the  United  King- 
dom belonging  to  foreigners — and  on 
paper  this  increase  was  quite  stupendous. 
For  instance,  at  present  if  a  foreigner 
domiciled  abroad  died  leaving  £5CO,000 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  his  widow 
paid  £20,000.  Under  the  Bill  the 
widow  would  pay  £35,000.  So  that  on 
paper  the  increase  in  the  duty  on  that 
class  of  property  was  very  great  ;  but 
when  the  duties  came  to  be  realised  he  did 
not  believe  that  they  would  amount  to  auy- 
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thing  at  all.  With  re^rd  to  thi  fifth,  and 
last,  bead,  there  would  also  be  a  great  in- 
crease— on  paper.  They  were  attempting 
for  the  first  time  to  put  Probate  Duty  on 
property  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  an 
English  Court.  He  referred  to  the 
Estate  Duty  on  property  situated  outside 
the  United  Kingdom.  That  property 
was  something  quite  immense.  Few  of 
them  realised  the  vast  amount  of  English 
property  abroad — very  small  in  France, 
strange  to  say ;  very  large  in  America 
and  m  the  Colonies.  Out  of  the 
£200,000,000  passing  anuually  by  death 
his  estimate  was  that  there  was 
£40,000,000  abroad.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  proposed  to  tax  that 
property,  but  he  (Mr.  Bowles)  did  not 
think  anything  would  be  got  out  of  it. 
At  any  rate,  he  had  allowed  nothing  for  it 
in  his  calculation.  Now,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  got  all  he  expected,  his  (Mr. 
Bowles's)  estimate  of  the  total  increase 
was  larger  than  that  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer ;  but  he  would  not  get  it. 
But  the  domiciled  foreigner  would  take  his 
property  away,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  not  get  anything  out 
of  the  property,  of  persons  domiciled  here 
situated  out  of  the  United  Kingdom.  He 
(Mr.  flowles)  allowed,  therefore,  nothing 
for  these  ;  but  on  the  second  and  third 
heads  of  increase  his  calculation  was  thait 
there  might  be  realised  under  the  Bill  in 
England  £2,500,000.  Those  were  the 
total  increases  of  duty  that  he  thought 
might  reasonably  be  expected  to  1>e  got. 
What  had  they  to  set  against  thra  ?  He 
thought  the  House  would  be  surprised 
when  it  came  to  see  the  sacrifices  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
made.  He  did  not  tbmk  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  quite  realised  them 
himself.  He  had  avowed  that  the  Bill 
diminished  the  yield  of  the  Successiou 
Duty  more  than  one-half.  The  yield 
would,  indeed,  be  far  less  than  half,, 
because  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
not  taken  into  account  the  various 
diminutions  he  had  effected  in  Succession 
Duty  as  it  still  existed.  How  was  real 
estate  to  be  valued  under  the  Bill  ?  At 
the  moment  of  the  death  of  the  person  who 
left  it,  that  was  to  say,  it  was  to  be 
valued  at  its  value  at  a  forced  sale  at  a 
given  moment.  A  forced  sale  took 
10  per  cent,  at  least  off  everything.  Then 
there  was  the  further  limitation  of  the 
value  by  the  proviso  that  it  was  never  to 
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exceed  25  times  the  annual  value  as  set 
down  in  Schedule  A  of  the  Income  Tax, 
with  all  the  deductions  allowed  in 
Schedule  A  plus  all  the  other  deductions 
allowed  bj  the  Succession  Duty  Act. 
Finally,  from  the  sum  thus  reached,  they 
were  to  make  a  deduction  of  \2\  per 
cent,  in  the  case  of  land,  and  16f  in  the 
case  of  houses,  as  a  general  recognition  of 
the  extra  burdens  that  land  and  houses 
bore.  That  might  be  averaged  at  15 
per  cent.  In  addition  to  that  they  had 
to  deduct  5  per  cent,  for  management, 
or  a  total  of  20  per  cent.,  which, 
with  the  10  per  cent,  on  the  forced 
sale,  would  amount  to  30  per  cent.  So 
that  they  had  to  take  30  per  cent,  off 
the  value  before  they  began  to  charge 
the  property.  That  would  have  an 
enormous  effect  in  reducing  the  amount 
of  Succession  Duty  that  would  come 
into  the  Exchequer,  which  was  the  first 
great  sacrifice  of  duty.  Where  the  estate 
was  of  moderate  value  and  the  successor's 
life  was  fairly  young,  instead  of  getting 
moie  duty  out  of  real  estate  they  would 
get  less.  Where  the  life  was  very  old,  or 
the  estate  very  large,  then  alone  they 
might  get  more.  As  to  the  abolition  of 
the  1  per  cent.  Legacy  Duty,  he  did  not 
reckon  that  it  would  produce  more  than 
a  loss  of  £200,000  at  the  outside,  which 
was  the  second  sacrifice.  Then  there 
was  a  great  sacrifice  made  in  respect 
of  estates  under  £500.  The  duty 
levied  now  was  £10,  but  this  was  to 
be  reduced  to  50s.  He  was  not  saying 
whether  this  was  right  or  wrong,  but 
it  was  a  serious  sacrifice  of  taxation, 
because  it  must  be  rejiembered  that  the 
value  of  these  properties  was  immense. 
Their  amount  was  at  least  £7,000,000. 
Then  he  came  to  estates  between  £500 
and  £1,000,  and  here,  too,  a  large  sacrifice 
of  duty  was  made,  as  these  estates  formed 
69  per  cent,  of  the  whole  estates  on  which 
Death  Duties  were  charged  and  amounted 
to  some  £17,000,000.  The  duty  on  joint 
annuities  of  £25  was  also  sacrificed,  also 
that  on  Indian  pensions  (in  the  case  of 
widow  and  child),  also  that  on  specifie<l 
property  consisting  of  articles  of  historic 
or  national  interest  left  to  Public  Bodies, 
and  thaton  ad  vowsons.  Again,  the  colonial 
deductions  were  very  important  indeed, 
and  the  sacrifice  of  duty  on  them 
would  be  very  large,  so  large  that 
he  believed  that,  instead  of  getting 
more  out  of  property  situated   abroad. 


they  would,  in  the  end,  get  far*»ies8. 
Finally,  there  were  the  exemptions  %s  to 
settlement.  Here  the  loss  to  the  Ex- 
chequer would  be  tremendous,  and  he 
doubted  whether  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  or  any  of  the  enthusiastic 
Radicals  who  advised  him  had  the 
slightest  notion  of  what  the  amount  would 
be.  He  would  give  a  case  within  his  own 
knowledge.  There  were  four  lives  where 
a  large  property  was  involved  held  now 
by  a  gentleman  of  75.  His  next  suc- 
cessor was  72  uud  unmarried  ;  the  next 
71,  and  the  fourth  66.  In  a  few  years 
they  would  all  die,  and  under  the  system 
now  existing  duty  would  be  payable  at, 
say,  5  per  cent,  on  each  of  the  four  deaths, 
or  in  all  20  per  cent.  But  under  this 
Bill  the  property,  being  settled,  would 
pay  under  the  same  circumstances  only 
one  5  per  cent,  plus  1  per  cent. — 6  per 
cent.  Had  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer considered  what  he  would  lose 
under  the  new  system  ?  He  (Mr. 
Bowles)  very  much  doubted  it.  As  a 
final  result,  then,  he  reckoned  that 
from  the  £2,500,000,  which  he  estimated 
would  be  the  increase  of  the  Budget, 
deductions  to  the  amount  of  £1,800,000 
must  be  made  on  account  of  these 
sacrifices.  That  left  a  total  net 
increase  which  would  be  derived  from  the 
proposals  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer of  £700,000  instead  of  3^  or  4 
millions.  He  >vas  aware  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  might  say  this  was 
speculation,  but  so  w^ere  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman^s  own  estimates.  And  now 
how  were  they  to  get  this  £700,000  ?  They 
were  going  to  get  it  by  levying  £2,500,000 
of  extra  taxation  on  no  more  than  500 
people — that  was  to  say,  on  those  500 
whose  estates  were  over  £50,000,  while 
leaving  the  remaining  50,000  estates  un- 
touched or  even  diminished  in  charge* 
Mark  the  danger  of  this  I  Surely  the 
House  would  see  the  enormous'  oppres- 
sion, difficulty,  and  danger  of  levying  a 
greatly  increased  taxation  from  a  few 
people.  It  had  always  been  recogniseil 
that  if  they  imposed  duties  which  were 
too  high,  or  imposed  them  on  too  few 
people,  they  ran  the  risk  of  not  getting 
them  paid.  The  course  taken  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  this  Bill 
was,  therefore,  eminently  calculated  to 
lead  to  evasion  —  that  was,  unlawful 
avoidance  —  or  avoidance  —  that  was^ 
lawful  evasion — ^the  same  lawful  evasion 
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,  which  the  g^ntlemau  practised  on 
QouDslow  .  lle&th  when  he  put  hiei 
.  wi|tch  in  bis  boot  because  he  was  afraid 
of  tbe  highway  man.  He  did  not  know 
that  anjone  ever  blamed  the  gentleman, 
who  successfully  carried  his  watch  across 
tbe  heath  by  that  deyice,  neither  should 
he  blame  those  gentlemen  whom  it  was 
proposed  to  tax  out  of  existence  if  they 
found  and  adopted  some  decent  means  of 
avoiding  these  duties.  There  were  two 
palpable  methods  of  evasion  :  One  would 
be  to  convert  property  into  securities 
payable  to  bearer,  which  could  be  done 
even  with  Consols,  which  thus  became  like 
so  m^ny  £5  notes,  which  could  be  passed 
from  hand  to  hand,  requiring  no  registra- 
tion and  leaving  no  more  trace  of  them- 
selves than  sovereigns.  With  .public 
attention  called  to  this  duty,  and  these 
500  persons  challenged  to  protect  their 
own  property  as  far  as  they  could  from 
the  rapacity  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
iixcheqaer,  did  the  House  not  think  that 
ihe  idea  would  occur  to  them  to  turn  a 
d^al  of  their  property  into  securities  pay- 
able to  bearer,  and  to  hand  them  over, 
perhaps  on  their  death-bed,  to  their 
heirs,  in  that  way  depriving  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  of  property 
he  would  never  be  able  to  tax  ?  That 
was  one  method  of  evasion  which 
would,  he  feared,  be  largely  adopted; 
It  had  been  largely  practised  in  the 
past,  and  would  probably  be  still 
more  extensively  used  in  the  future* 
Another  plan  by  which  the  payment 
of  this  unjust  tax  could  be  evaded 
would  be  to  insure  with  American 
offices.  As  hon.  Members  were  well 
aware,  there  had  of  late  years  beep  an 
extraordinary  development  of  the  system 
of  insurance  with  American  offices.  He 
.  believed  that  that  course  would  be  still 
more  largely  resorted  to,  for  a  man  could 
insure  his  life  for  a  lump  sum  and  at  hist 
death  the  office  would  pay  it  over  in 
cash  to  his  heirs  as  directed  in  the 
policy,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  not  get  one  penny  piece. 
Those  two  methods  be  called  evasion,  and 
he  did  not  approve  of  them,  but  there 
were  also  half-a-dozen  equally  simple 
methods  of  avoidance  of  which  he  could' 
not  disapprove — avoidance  in  conformity 
with  the  law  of  this  Bill  which  could  be 
practised  in  a  perfectly  honourable  and 
straightforward'  manner  under  the  very 
nose  of  t^e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
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and  he  could  not  pre  vent,  it^  ;  First,,  the 
payment  of  t^ie  tax  might. be^ypided  hy 
a  bona  Jide  transfei:  inter  rtti^jr*  which 
coU|ld  not  be  set  aside,  .pfovi/ded.lt  took 
pl^ce  12  fiooths  before  the  death  of  the 
doi^or.  He  was  able  to  %U^  f  rpm,pers(mal 
knowledge  tha,t  during  the  last  three 
mionths  this  method  of  transferring  pro- 
perty had  been  made  use  pf  ye^y  largely  in 
the  fear  of  this  Bill;  in  fact*  h.e  himself 
knew  that  fully  twp  millions  pf  monej 
had  changed  liands  in  this  way.  He 
ihought  \i  was  probably  a  good  thing  for 
aged  fathers  to  pass  during  their  life- 
time some  portion  of  their  property  to 
their  youthful  or  middle-aged  sons,  but 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
certainly  lose  enormously  if  this  method 
of  passing  on  property  were  adopted 
generally*  Such  transfers  might  have  a 
good  efiect  socially  and  morally,  but'  thej 
would  prove  deadly  for  tbe  Exchequer. 
A  second  method  of  avoidance  would 
l)e  to  buy  land  situated  out  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  This  was  not  liable  U>  the 
payment  of  Succession  Duty,  nor,  there- 
fore, under  the  Bill,  to  tbe  ,new  Estate 
Duty  or  to  aggregation,,  and  by  this 
means  a  millionaire  might  deprive  the 
Exchequer  of  every  farthing  of  duty 
on  his  estate.  Then  he  came  to  a 
thi|*d  method  of  avoidance.  Supposing 
that  a  man  wished,  to  leave  money  lega- 
cies to  persons  in  this  country,  all  he 
would  have  to  do  would  be  to  charge  the 
land  he  held  in  foreign  countries  or  the 
colonies  with  the  payment  of  the  legacies. 
Thesci  too,  not  being  liable  to  Legacy 
Duty,  were  not  liable  under  tbe  Bill  to 
the  new  Estate  Duty  or  to  aggregation. 
The  land  would  foe  sold  and  the  money 
handed  over  to  the  legatees  in  cash,  and 
again  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  not  get  a  farthing  of  duty«.  There 
was  also  a  fourth  method  of  avoidance. 
Personalty  situate  abroad,  say  in  the 
colonies,  might  be  settled  by  deed 
executed  in  the  colonies  with  colonial 
trustees.  Again  there  would  be  an  .escape 
from  liability  to  Succession  or  LegacyDuty, 
and  consequently  under  the  Bill  from  the 
new  Estate  Duties,  and  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  not  get. a  farthing. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
said  repeatedly  that  be  was  opposed  to 
settlements,  and  it  was  curious  to  see  how, 
in  spite  of  his  expr^s  desire  to  iiestriot 
rather  than  favour  settlements,  the  result 
of  the  Bill  would  be  to  drive  more  property 
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thrni^  e¥er ,  into  settlemeut,  with  oooskljBr- 
able  loss  to-  the  Exchequer  in  comse- 
queoce  ojE  the  fifth  method  of,  not  com- 
plete but  pwtiitl,  iMToidance  thereby 
effected  as  already  adverted  to«  which 
would  be  maqh  eucouri^ged  by  this  Bill. 
Now,  as  to  the  effect  upou  this  year's 
iiuauces,  the  Ch$kueellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  stated  that  he  expected  to 
realise  a  miiifOD  of  mopey  from  the  Death 
Duties  this  year.  He  had  himself  poiuted 
out  the  fallii(qy  of  that  hope,  and,  although 
he  had  during  the  Debates  given  it  as  bis 
opinion  that  the  Chancellor  erf  the  Ex- 
chequer might  realise  £700,000,  be  him- 
self felt  sure  that  the  figure  was  too  high, 
and  that  most  of  it  would  be  swallowed 
up  by  the  means  of  evasion  and  avoid- 
ance to  which  he  had  referred.  And  the 
main  result  of  that  iil-oousidered,  bad, 
and  foolish  scheme  of  taxation  would  be 
that  in  future  years  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  get  less  instead 
of  additional  duties.  As  to  this 
year,  h^  pointed  out  that  the  Bill  was 
now  to  come  into  operation  on  August  1 
instead  of  June  1,  as  was  originally  in- 
tended, and  he  very  much  doubted,  there- 
fore, whether  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  find,  at  the  end  of  the 
financial  year,  that  the  Hevenuehad  been 
increased  from  this  source  to  the  amount 
'  of  even  half-a-miilion.  Probably  £300,000 
would  be  nearer  the  mark*  Of  comrse, 
he  was  aware  that  many  people  did,  as 
a  matter  of  fact^pay  the  duties  before  the 
date  legally  fixed«  because  they  wished 
to  distribute  the  property  and  get  rid  of 
their  liability,  but  there  were  also  a  great 
many  who  would  not  wish  to  do  it, 
and,  if  his  anticipations  were  •  realisedy 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  piroposed  to 
make  up  the  difference  between  his  esti- 
mate and  what  would  be  the  actual  re- 
ceipts from  these  increased  duties  during 
the  current  financial  year.  Why  they 
felt  so  in4ignant  with  the  main  provi- 
sions of  the  BUI  was  because  it  aimed  at 
taxing  most  oppressively  and  un- 
justly one  very  small  class  of  the  com- 
munity. It  was  intended  to  oppress  oue 
class  alone,  and  it  was  rankly  dishoHCSt. 
The  whole  principle  of  the  Bill  stunk 
in  their  noetrils%  He  could  well  surmise 
what  the  effect  of  the  Bill  would  be  wh»n 
it  came  to  be  put  into  praotice  at  tjie  In- 
land Revenue  Ofiice.  He  knew  thtire 
were  fiAany  able  ofiieials  in  that  offloe,' 


but  he  doubted  if  exe^  they  would  be  .able 
to  work  this  extraordinarily  complicated 
machine  in  the  place  of  the  one  so  ruthr 
lessly. destroyed. by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  mere  thought  of 
the  lengthy'  knd  'fntblemyy  complex 
forms' that  wddld  have  to  be  filled  up  in 
every;  case  waS'  enopgh'  fp .  convince  him 
howi  impracticable  ^e  whole  proposal 
was,  and  pointed  more  clearly  thun  any- 
thing else  perhaps  .to  the .  immense  in- 
crease, in  the  wor)^ing  expenses  of  the 
department.  That  would  hare  to  be 
taken  into  accouat  when  estimating  the 
net  returns.  There  would  also  be  so 
many  difficulties  and  objections  to  be 
met  that  he  very  much  doubted  whether 
the  duties  would  ever  be  properly  col- 
lected. Indeed  he  strougly  suspected  that 
that  view  was  beginning  to  pervade  the 
Department  itself.  They  had  done  their 
best  on  his  side  of  the  House  to  improve 
the  wretched  Bill,  and  they  were  con- 
tent now  that  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer should  take  this  .  wreck  and 
remnant,  this  thxug  of  shreds  and  patc^hes, 
and  do  with  it  as  he  pleaded*  Let  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  go  on  imposing  a 
penalty  of  £100  on  the  honest  executor 
because  he  refus0d  to  commit  perjury; 
let  him  ^o  on  imposing  a  tax  on  the 
colonies  despite  their  protests  ;  let  him 
endeavour  to  do  the  same  thing  in  regard 
to  foreign  countries,  thereby  laying  the 
foundation  for  future  quarreb*  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  launched  his 
ship  ;  they  had  endeavoured  to  point  out 
the  holes  in  the  vessel ;  they  had  shown 
that  she  could  not  float,  and  could  never 
carry  her  cargo  of  taxation  }  whoever 
sat  on  that  Bench  next  year  would  have 
to  re-paulk  and  dismantle  her,  and  re-rig 
her  from  truck  to  keelson.  It  was  ex- 
tremely doubtful  if  the  damage  now  being 
done  to  that  delicate  machine  of  Death 
Daty  taxation  could  ever  be  repaired  now 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
gone  thr<vigh.  it  with  his  democratic 
aled^e^hammer.  The  .Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  might  console  himself  with 
the  constant  plaudits  of  hon.  Members 
who  sat  behind  him,  but  he  could  assure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  Bill 
would  be  received  by  those  who  saw  it 
at  work  as  it  was  now  by  those  who  were 
conversant  with  the  principles .  of  true 
finance  neither  with  plaudits  nor  with 
curses,  but  with  universal  shouts  of  in- 
extinguishable laughter. 
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Amendment  proposed,  td  leave  put 
the  wi6!ii  "  now;'*  and  at  the  end  of  the 
QneBtron  to  add  the  Words  '^  upon  this 
day  three  monthfe/*-*— ( A'tr  •/.  Lmbock .) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question/* 

•Mk.  EVERETT  (Suffolk,  Wood- 
hridge)  said,  the  hon.  Member  for  Lynn 
Regis  had  referred  to  the  extraordit)ary 
length  to  which  the  Debates  had  been 
carried,  and  certainly  no  hon.  Member 
had  'better  reason  to  be  accepted  as  an 
authority  on  that  point,  for  no  one  had 
contributed  more  amply  to  the  length  of 
the  Debates.  He  was  only  doing  the  hon. 
Member,  however,  justice  when  he  said 
that  in  the  many  speeches  he  had  made, 
the  hefght,  depth,  width,  and  liength  of 
knowledge  he  had  shown  in  regard  to  the 
whole  realm  of  the  subject  of  the  Death 
Duties  had  been  exceedingly  great,  and 
if  he  were  now  disposed  to  employ  his 
leisure  hours  in  editing  his  speeches  they 
would  form  a  valuable  compendium  of 
information  on  the  subject,  lit  up  by 
much  humour  ;  the  only  thing  that 
would  militate  against  the  'sale  of  the 
volume  would  be  its  enormous  bulk. 
He  did  not  intend  to  follow  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber into  the  Delphmn  prophecies  which 
he  h^  uttered.  He  felt  that  he  would 
soon  be  out  of  his  depth  if  he  attempted 
to  do  so^  and  wei^e  to  enter  into  all  the 
intricate  pointer  of  argument  by  which  the 
hon.  Member  had  attempted  to  justify 
those  prophecies.  But  he  had  been 
struck  whilst  listening  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber Vith  the  thouglit  that  if  the  hon. 
Member  was  right  and  there  was  to  be 
cTnly  a  very  small  addition  to  the  receipts 
of  the  Exchequer  by  virtue  of  this  Bill, 
there  surely  had  been  on  the  part  of  hon. 
Gentlemien  opposite  a  great  deal  of  cry 
abotit  very  little  wool,  and  it  was 
certainly  strange  that  hon.  Members  had 
fought  so  much  against  this  Bill  if  it 
would' take  so  little  out  of  their  pockets. 
Of  course  allmu^t  admit  that  this  Finance 
Bill  had  a  painful  side  to  it.  They  knew 
that  it  was  to  increase  taxation,  and 
nobody  liked  to  be  taxed.  .Whatever  the 
nature  of  his  property,  no  man  liked  to 
giveup  a  part  of  that  property  in  taxes. 
It  was  especially  hard  to  be  called  upon 
to  pay  more  at  the  present  time,  wlien  the 
majority  of  people  foimd  their  incomes 
dwindling  and  the  valucof  their  property 
vanishing  away.     It  was  to  be  lamented 


thati*  iM^  grekt  atid  "rich  cbunti*y,' whto 
they  were  ^njdjmg  a  peribd  of  peace, 
the  necessity  had  arisen  for  an  expendi- 
ture in  excess  of  the  income  which  their 
ordinary  taxation  had  brought  in.  Look- 
ing at  the  circumstances  of  the  case  in 
this  respect,  his  greatest  hope  in  regard 
to  thifT  particular  Bill  was  that  it  would 
have  a  wholesome  effect  in  promoting 
economy  in  the  future.  He  ventured, 
indeed,  to  submit  that  they  would  that 
night,  in  reading  the  Bill  a  third 
time,  be'  setting  their  seal  to  a  good 
wofrk.  They  would,  at  any  rate,  have 
passed  a  thoroughly  popular  Budget 
— a  Budget  based  on  common  sense — a 
Budget  based  on  true  principles  which 
stood  out  dearly  and  plainly,  and 
commended  themselves  to  the  'judg- 
ment of  everybody  —  namely,  that 
to  the  needs  of  the  State  those 
that  were  rich  should  pay  the  most, 
and  that  all  wealth,  whether  it'  was 
derived  from  real  or  from  personal  pro- 
perty should  pay  in  equal  proportions. 
If  a  man  was  fortunate  enough  to  inherit, 
say,  £50,000  worth  of  real  property,  why 
shmild  he  not  pay  the  same  as  if  he 
inherited  property-  of  another  kind  ?  On 
these  two  points  he  was  sure,  from  what  he 
had  heard  through  the  country,  that,  with 
tlie  exception  of  a  few  very  rich  people,, 
everyonecommended  this  Budget.  Some, 
indeed,  even  of  the  richest  people,  had 
expressed  their  perfect  willingness  to  pay 
their  share  of  the  burdens  of  the  country 
out  of  the  fortnnes  with  which  through 
many  happy  circumstances  they  had 
become  possessed.  He  believed  that  they 
would  ftnd  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  succeeded  in  dding  what 
before  he  introduced  this  Bill  would  have 
been  thought  an  impossible  task,  and  that 
was  to  make  a  popular  Budget  when  a 
deficiency  had  to  be  met  and  taxation 
increased.  The  reason  of  the  Chan- 
cellor's success  was  that  while  he 
had  got  to  raise  more  money,  he 
had  so  adjusted  the  taxes  that  the 
poor  among  the  people  would  actually 
pay  less  than  they  had  been  paying. 
Persons  whose  incomes  were  under  £500 
a  year  would  make  actually  smaller 
contributions  than  before.  He  wished, 
however,  more  especially  to  look  at  the 
Budget  from  an  agricultural  point  of 
view.  By  far  the  most  numerous  class  in 
the  country  districts  were  the  agrteultural 
labourers ;     and    they    all     know    that 
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oeitber  aggcegxitioQ  nor  gradaation  would 
trouble  the  agriealtunil  labourers  in  the 
v^7  leasL  Theee  Death. Duties  would 
not  cause  them  any  nightmares,  nor 
would  they  have  any  occasion  to  conceive 
dcheme»  of  evasion  or  schemes  of  in- 
surance to  provide  against  what  they 
would  be  called  upon  to.  pay.  In 
regard  to  their  8aving8-**for  happily 
iu  their  better  cireumstauoes  now 
many  of  them  were  able  to  save  money — 
the  exemptions  which  had  been  attached 
to  this  Budget  would  put  tHera  in  a 
better  position  than  before.  Those  hon. 
Members  who  repreaeoDed  largely  agri* 
cnltural  labourers  could  go  to  them  with 
pleasure  and  tell  them  that  this  was  a 
Budgot  which  imposed  nothing  in  the 
way  of  taxation  on  them,  but  whicK,  if 
they  were  fortunate  enough  to  possess 
savings,  would  in  respect  to  those  savings 
give  them  relief  in  the  Death  Duties. 
But  with  r^ard  to  the  .agricultural 
labourers,  he  could  imagine  some  hon. 
Grentleman  saying — ^^^But  there  is  the 
Beer  Doty,  the  addition  of  6d.  per 
barrel.''  An  hon.  Member  who  ad- 
dressed the  House  last  night  referred 
to  small  or  cottage  brewers*  He,  how- 
every  was  glad  to  know  that  this  Budget 
would  not  add  to  the  taxation  of  the 
cottagers'  beer,  at  least  in  the  county 
from  which  he  came.  Owing  to  what 
the  Member  for  Midlothian  did  in  1880 
in  sweeping  away  the  Malt  Tax,  and 
owing  to  what  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  did  when  he  was 
Chancellor  of  the  £x<oheqoer  in  1886, 
in  sweeping  away  the  cottage  brewing 
licence,  the  cottager  in  Suf^k  was  in 
the  position  of  t^ng  able  to  brew  his 
beer  free  of  any  taxation  whatever.  He 
had  bis  barley  and  malt  at  the  prime  cost  of 
them,  and  brewed  from  them  his  own  beer. 
No  tax-gatherer  troubled  him.  Herejoiced 
in  a  privilege  whieh  labonrers  in  this 
oonntry  had  not  had  for  a  century  before 
the  present  generation.  He  was  only> 
sorry  that  the  labourerti  in.  other  dounlies 
did  not  avail  themeelres  more  of  this 
privilege.  Though  be  was  not  a  beer- 
drinker  himself,  he  agreed  that  to 
those  who  worked  hard"  in  •  tbd  .  fields 
there  was  no  drink  more  wholesome, 
aa  there  was  none  better  appreciated 
by  t(iem,  than  homep*brewed  beer.  But 
next  they  came  to  fh»  second  most 
numerous  olass  in:  the  agrioaltnral  dis«* 
triots-p*4be    farmers.      To    them    this 


Budget  was  a  Budgeit  of  relieL  It  placed 
them  in  a  position  -superior  to  any  they 
had  bden  in  sinee  the  Income  Tax  was 
first'  imposed.  For  many. '  years  the 
Scotch  and  the  Irish  farmers  had  been  in 
a  position  of  favour  in  regard  to  taxa* 
tion  as  compared  with  the  English  farmers. 
But  now  this  inequality  was  dene  away 
with.  The  net  result  of  what  tbey  were 
doing  in  this  Budget  was  that  every 
fanner  whose  rent  and  tithe  came  to 
£4H0  a  year  and  under  would  be  exemtp 
altogether  from  Income  Tax.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer^  by  the  altera* 
lions  he  had  made  in  Schedule  B  of 
the  Income  Tax,  had  in  fact  ooa^ 
f erred  on  the  farmers  of  this  country 
a  boon^unpreoedented  since  the  Income 
Tax  had  been  instituted.  Finally,  they 
came  to  the  owners  oi  laud  ;  and  he  sub- 
mitted that  to  the  owners^  of  land  this 
Budget  was,  in  one  sense,  a  Budget  of 
relief.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
w^nid  allow  them  in  future  to  deduct  12^ 
per  cent,  from  gross  rent.  It  was  in  the 
past  a  very  unjust  thing  to  charge  under 
Schedule  A  on  the  gross  amount  which 
was  only  paid  into  the  owner's  pocket  to  be 
paid  away  directly.  The  12^  per  cent. 
which  would  now  be  allowed  would^  in 
many  cases,  represent  the  ditference  be* 
tween  the  gross  and  the.  net.  This 
would  be  a  considerable  relief,  and  it  had 
the  additional  merit  that  it  woold  be 
given  every  year,  and  given  to  then^ 
while  they  were  alive';  and,'  speaking  tat 
himself,  he  preferred  a  present  annual 
relief  to  a  relief  given  to  his  estate  after 
he  wa»  dead,  which  oonld  do  him 
no  good  whatever.  He  could  noi 
but  think  that  there  woald  be  a  further 
advantage,  and  that  was  that  the  land* 
owners  would  not  any  longer  stand  in  a 
position  of  privilege.  It  could  no  longer 
be  said  'that  they  had  certain  exemp- 
tions in  Imperial  taxation^  and  were, 
therefore^'  not  entitled  to  be  dealt  with  on 
terms  of  equality  in  other  mattenfe  They 
would  now  be  in  a  better  position  to 
fight  the  battle  with  regard  to  local  rates. 
There  was  no  doubt  a  •  good  deal  to  be 
said  as  to  the  way  in  whAch  the  burden 
of  kcal  rates  fell  upon  real  property^  and 
the  ground  was  now  cleared  for  the  dis- 
ooseion  of  that  snbjectr  The  Opposition 
had  '  Consumed  an  enormous  amount  of 
time  in  debating  this  measure  in  its  dif* 
ferent  stages,  and  he  could  not  say  but 
what  there  had  been  abundant  material 
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for  debate  in  the  profKMiitioDS  which  they 
had  brought  forward  ;  but  a  good  deal 
of  the  discoMion  had  been  of  what  he 
might  oall  the  red  herring  type.  Hon. 
Members  opposite  had  been  trailing  the 
red  herring  across  the  scent  in  order  to 
divert  them  from  what  was  their  real 
object  The  real  object  of  the  Bill,  as 
the  Chaueellor  of  the  Excheqner  au* 
nouQced  to  then  when  be  introduced  the 
Budget,  was  that  the  money  which  he 
wanted  should  come  from  where  the 
money  was,  atid  the  estate  left  by 
the  dead  man'  was  to  be  the  object  to 
whioh  he  directed  his  attention.  The 
difloussions  which  had  taken  phicet  had 
been  devised  to  draw  their  minds  away 
from  that  issue.  One  other  thing  had 
struck  him  about  the  opposition  to  this 
Bill.  It  was  the  eurious  combination 
of  the  wealthy  brewer  and  the  poverty h 
stricken  landowner.  They  had  had  DiVet 
and  Lasariis  working  together,  both  of 
them  desiring  the  >  crumbs  that  fell  f notn 
John  Bull's  table,  and  both  praying  that 
his  tax*coUecting  dogs  should  not  be 
permitted  to.  touch  their  sores  j  Speakittg- 
as  an  agrscultural  Member,  he  said,  ucidev 
all  the  circumstances,  they  ought  all'  of 
them  to  receive  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  proposal  with  thankfolness. 
Mr.  Wj  long  (Liverpool^  West 
Derby)  said,  he  was  sure  the  Hduse 
mnsthave  listened  with  great  interest  to  the 
speeoh  of  the  hou.  Member  who  had  just 
sat  down*  He  pot  - thecase  ef  the  C ban- 
oeklor  of  the  Exchequer  in  so  happy 
a  manner  that  the  impcession  loft  upon 
their  minds  was  that,  noturithstending 
that  the  Chancellor  of.  ;the  Exchequer 
had  been  able  to  raise  a  large  sum  of 
money  for  Imperial  puspose8,uo  i>ne  had 
been  taxed  in  an  undue  degree^  bnty  on 
the  contrary,  everybody  had  been  re* 
lieved  from  taxatiooi  He  did  aot  dispute 
the  title  of  tb&  rigbti  boa.  (jrentlemaDto 
represent,  an  agvkultural  consiitoeney, 
bvt.  it  was  a  remarkable  thing  that  if  4he 
labourers  a^nd  tenant  farmers  and  ownen 
had  been  relieved  of  bmxiens  they  iiad 
hitherto  borne  that  with  reganl  at  all 
evonts  to  the  vast  bulk  of  them  no  im- 
pression bad  been  left  on  -their  minds 
that  any  such  service  had  been  rendered 
to  them.  A  very  contrary  and  a  very 
deep  and  permanent  impression  had  been 
left  upon  their  minds  that  so  far  from 
having  been  relieved  from  taxation  their 
posiiioo  would  be  made  tnftnitely  worse 
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by  the  passing  of  this  Budget  than  it 
was  at  present.  He  would  like  to  point 
out  that  in  the  cf^ceseiooB  which  had 
been  granted  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer-*— for  which  he  tendered  him 
his  thanks^^hehad  had  some  regard  to 
tbe.  exigeuciee  and  hardships  of  their 
situation.  He  could  not  go  further,  and 
say  with  the  right  hon.  GeutliNnan 
opposite  that  they  ought  to  be  grateful 
because  they  had  received  a  greater 
relief  than  burden  laid- upon  them.  He 
must  say  that  he  Imd  listened  with 
amnsement'to  the  common  cement « and  to 
the  end  of  tbe  hon.  Member^  speech. 
The  hon.  Member  told  them*  at  tbe  oofen* 
meaeement  of  Lis  speech  tUat  it  was  a 
painful  thing  that  taxation  should  be 
laid*  upon  anybody.  Then  he  said 
he  hoped  this  burden  would  have 
the  effect  o£  promcyttng  econeoiy.  No 
doubt  the  houw  Oentlemau  hoped  that, 
but  he  (Mr.  Long)  did  noC  think  his 
wish  wonkl  be.  realised.  And  then  at 
the  end  of  :hi8  s]beech  the  hon.  Member 
had  to  say  that  taxation  was  kMed  on  a 
limited  number  of  persons  in  order  U> 
relieve  the  i»8t  number  ef  the  people. 
Would,  it  promote  economy  to-  say  that 
the  longer  number  should  call  the  tune 
and  that  a  limited  number  should  pay  the 
piper?  The  principle  of  the  Budget 
might  be  a  jast  and  wise  one.  He 
thought  it  was  an  unwise  and  unjast'one; 
but  it  might  b^wiseand  just  and  capable 
of  being  supported  by  argument  and  good 
reason.  But  he  maintained,  whatever 
eiect  it  might  have,  they  were  altogether 
changing  the  S3rstem  under  which  taxes 
had  been  hitherto  raised,  and  that  whe- 
ther it  would  or  would  not  have  the 
effldct.of  shifting  the  burden  of  taxation 
oa  to  the  shoulders  of  those  better  able 
to  bear  it,  most  unquestionably  i%  eould 
not  have  the  effect  of  impressing  upon 
t^e  minds  of  the  vast  majority  of  tbe 
people  of.  this  eonntry  tbe  aeoessity  of 
economy*  '       ■ 

Mr.  EVERETT  explained  that  what 
he  meant  was  that  expenditure  did  not 
come  from  the  bottom  npwaiids,  but  from 
tbe  top« 

Mk.  W.  LONGt,  oontinning,  sai^,  he  had 
in  h«e  mind  the  recolleotion  of  a  speech 
made-  by  the  Chanceilev  of 'the  £«che« 
quer,  when  he  dwelt  with  greart  f6rce 
upon  the  demands  fbr  money  made  by 
Representatives  in  that  Hou^e,  and- 
pointed  out  thai  such  a  ooarse  mast  lead 
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to  great  difHcnltieB  in  the  fnture,  and 
that  jear  bj  year  the  national  expendi- 
ture was  going  on  because  they  were 
seeking  to  relieve  fitftt  one  person  and 
then  another  from  the  hardens  which 
they  had  hitherto  borne.  The  |)ractice 
had  been  to  make  use  of  the  Public  Ex- 
chequer to  lighten  these  burdens  which 
fell  with  special  severity  upbn  the  poorer 
class  of  the  community.  He  submitted 
that  whatever  effect  the  Budget  might 
havci  it  would  not  have  the  efibct,  to 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  attached  so 
much  importance,  of  inducing  a  spirit  of 
economy  in  the  land.  With  regard  to  the 
.  remark  that  whoever  else  might  feel  the 
burden  of  thid  taxation  the  agricfttltural 
labourer  would  not,  he  would  have  a 
word  to  say  later.  He  had  listened  to 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  London  University  with  the 
greatest  possible  interest,  and  he  rejoiced 
that  he  cftme  to  a  conclusion  much  the 
same  as  that  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite— ^namely,  that  whatever  else  re- 
sulted, as  they  had  endeavoured  to  put 
real  and  personal  property  on  an  equal 
footing,  the  next  step  must  be  the  re- 
adjustment of  the  burdens  of  local  taxa- 
tion, with  the  object  of  putting  the  two 
classes  of  property  ou  an  equality  for 
that  purpose.  He  hoped  that  when  next 
year  came,  and  some  effort  was  made' in 
that  direction,  they  would  not  only  have 
the  sympathetic  words  of  the  hori. 
Gentleman,  biit  his  asisistance  by  speech 
and  vote,  the  assidtauc^  of  all  thbse  who 
with  him  represented  agricultural  dis- 
tricts, and  who  were  entitled  to  sp^akfor 
those  who  bore  these  large  burdens  at 
this  time.  In  that  6eise  some  good 
might  be  got  out  of  this  'Budget. 
The  object  oi  th\t(  great  democratic 
Budget,  as  he  uuderstood  ft,  was  to  put 
real  and  persobal  property  on  the  same 
footing.  Those  of  them  wh6  had -con- 
tended against  these  principles  and  had 
endeavoured  to  establish  the  faet  Chat  the 
Government  were  doing  ati  injustice  to  nl 
certain  class  of'  teal  property,  had  been 
confronted  with  the  difficulty  that  the 
true  definition  bf  realty  and  personalty 
did  not  cover  the  various  classed  of  pro- 
perty that  -the  terms  designated.  They 
had  been  confronted  with  the  difficulty  in 
the  first  indtance  that  in  the  case  of  two 
properties  of  the  same  character^ — houses 
in  the  Cit^  of  London,  one  being  free-» 
hold  and  one    leasdiold-— although  the 


freehold  house  might  be  of  the  greater 
value  and  the  larger  and  the  more 
valuable  property,  yet,  under  the  system 
of  taxation  affecting  realty  and  personal ty, 
the  freehold  house,  under  the  Death 
Duties,  had  enjoyed  a  greater  advantage 
as  compared  with  leasehold  property. 
That  was  an  injustice,  and  he  did  not 
defend  it.  If  they  could  get  at  the 
actual  value  of  propertv,  and  if  they 
adopted  the  principle  which  had  been 
suggested  by  hon.  Members  opposite — 
namely,  the  taxation  of  those  who  were 
able  to  pay  and  who  had  surpluses 
wbich  were  over  and  above  the"  amount 
which  they  required  for  subsistence — 
then  he  admitted  their  principle 
would  be  good.  But  he  con- 
tended that  the  difficulty  they  had 
to  contend  with  arose  out  of  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  classification  of  the  different 
sorts  of  property  in  this  country.  In- 
stead of  dividing  them  arbitrarily  into 
realty  and  personalty,  tbey  ought  fo  be 
classed  according  as  they  were  or  wei*e 
not  remunerative'.  He  would  not  go  into 
the  wide  field  which  had  been  occupied 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Lynn  Regis  (Mr. 
Gibson  Bowles),  who  bad  made  a  most 
important  speech  to  the  House,  and  whose 
ability  in  dealing  with  the  matter  ho 
much  admired.  He  ^as  glad  to  hear  the 
observations  of  the  hou.  Gentleman 
opposite  with  regard  to  the  Amendihents 
which  had  been  moved  by  the  Opposi- 
tion, but  he  did  not  know  why  he  sho^ild 
have  described  some  of  them  as  "red 
herrings,'*  because  he  did  not  think  that 
any  Amendment  had  been  imoved  with 
the  object  of  diverting  attention  from  the 
main  principles  of  the  Bill,  but  only  for 
the  ptirpose  of  diminishing  what  they  con- 
ceived to  be  its  injurious  tendencies.  He 
was  ghid  to  hear  the  hon.  Gentlemart  say 
that  in  hid  opinion  the  Debated  hhd  not 
been  unduly  prolonged,  and  that  the  vast 
importance  6f  the*  subject  had  justified 
the  discussion  which  to  a  large  extent 
had  been  carried  on  from  that  quarter  of 
the  House.  The  hon.  Gentleman  began 
his  speech  in  wotds  with  wbich  he  had 
the  greatest  sympathy.  '  He  said  it 
was  a  very  bad  time  indeed  to  cast 
extra'  taxation  upon  any  class  in  the 
country,  especially  upon  the  cUss  which 
be  represented  in  that  House  and  with 
which  he  was  closely  connected.  He 
could  not  believe  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Excheqner  had  realised  ho^  grave 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC^ 


^1; 


Finof^cfi 


{COU^^S^  ; 


mi^ 


212. 


^as  the  cpuditioQ  of  pwners  of  that  c(as|s 
of  real  p^-operty,  and  how  luorrified  they, 
were  that,  at  a  time  when  they  wene  more 
seriously  affected  than  for  many  years 
past,  when  the  difEculties  surrounding 
them  had  become  greater  than  they  ever 
were,  and  when  they  were  confronted 
with  problems  which  were  insuperable, 
and  did  not  know  how  to  meet  the  obli- 
gations placed  upon  them — when  these 
difficulties  were  confronting  them  in  a 
greater  and  more  painful  degree  than 
ever  before,  that  was  the  moment  chosen 
to  cast  upon  that  kind  of  property  an  in- 
creased burden,  how  to  meet  which  it 
was  impossible  to  say.  When  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  in 
his  Budget  he  ventured  to  put  to  him 
a  case  of  persons  who  would  be  un- 
fairly hit  by  his  proposals.  Nothing 
that  had  been  done  had  met  that  par- 
ticular case.  He  quite  understood  that 
it  was  useless  to  present  it  again  to  the 
House  now.  They  had  reached  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  described  last 
night  as  Private  View  Day,  and  he  pre- 
sumed there  was  no  more  touching  up  to 
be  done.  Although  they  might  bewail 
their  misfortune,  and  might  be  tempted 
to  recapitulate  some  points  in  respect  to 
which  they  thought  injustice  would  be 
done,  he  understood  the  time  had 
gone  when  they  could  hope  to  effect 
any  change.  The  hon.  Member  for  Sud- 
bury said  labourers  would  not  feel  these 
proposals,  and  that  their  savings  were 
not  to  be  aggregated  or  graduated,  and 
from  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Lynn  Eegis  he  gathered  that  in  any  case 
the  results  would  be  very  small,  in  which 
case,  of  course,  they  would  be  grateful 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
would  apologise  for  any  harshness  used 
in  criticism  of  his  proposals.  But  he 
was  afraid  the  result  must  be  to  cast  upon 
owners  of  property  a  burden  which  it 
was  impossible  tl^t  they  should  meet, 
and  that  those  who  would  suffer  were  the 
limited  owners  of  real  estate,  who  had  to 
the  best  of  their  power  made  provision 
for  the  payment  of  the  Death  Duties  as 
they  at  pre^nt  stood,  and  who  have  en- 
deavoured to  leave  their  successors  in  a 
better  position  than  they  were  them* 
selves,  and  more  able  to  carry  on  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  ownership 
of  land.  Those  perspns  found  themselves 
in  the  difficulty  that  if  the  property  was 
settled  there  was  no  means  of,  mepting 

Mr.  W,  Long 


•the  duty  ex9ep^  by  saving  out  of  income 
or  life  lui^uraAce.  To  talk,  about  saving 
to  an  owner  .  of  agricultural  land  was 
either  a  confession  of  absolute  ignorance 
of  his  condition  or  a  cruel  sarcasm.  The 
difficulty  for  them,  so  far  from  saving, 
was  to  maintain  as  best  they  could  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  proper- 
ties which  belong  to  them,  and  to  keep 
together  the  homes  in  which  they  lived, 
which  they  had  to  do  without  any 
thought  of  luxury  or  personal  plea- 
sure or  amusements.  .The  only  thing 
they  could  do  was  to  still  further  de- 
crease their  personal  expenditure,  and 
how  they  were  going  to  do  that  he  did 
not  know,  because  he  was  sure  they  had 
been  compelled  a  long  time  since  to  put 
an  end  to  any  expense  which  could  come 
under  the  head  of  luxury,  or  amusement, 
or  personal  enjoyment.  In  the  vast 
majority  of  cases  the  landlords  were 
obliged  to  live  in  a  much  more  simple 
style  than  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
generally  suppose.  They  had  had  to 
cut  down  their  expenses  to  the  lowest 
possible  degree,  and  he  did  not  see  what 
form  any  further  economy  could  take 
except  a  man  lessened  the  number  of 
hands  employed  about  the  estate.  There 
WAS  no  doubt  that  with  regard  to  the 
majority  of  agricultural  properties  in  this 
country  the  owners  ask  themselves  not 
how  few  men  they  could  do  with,  but 
how  could  they  find  work  to  pay  the 
wages  of  the  agricultural  labourers  want- 
ing employment  in  the  neighbourhood. 
They  had  been  employing  labour  under 
great  stress  and  diffi^culty,  and  when  they 
were  hardly  able  to  make  both  ends 
meet.  The  House  must  be  sure  that 
owners  of  land,  if  they  realise  what  their 
duty  was  to  their  property  and  to  their 
successors,  must  find  some  means  of  pay- 
ing the  duty.  Under  the  existing  duties, 
even,  it  was  the  case  that  owpers  found 
it  impossible  to  live  in  their  own  homes, 
and  had  to  shut  them  up  and  go  abroad. 
If  that  was  so  at  present,  what  would 
be  the  case  in  the  future,  when  the 
duty  would  be  thr^e  or  four  times 
more  than  now  ?  He  had  heard 
sneers  cast  at  the  agricultural  in- 
terest, and  it  had  been  suggested  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exx^hequer  himself 
tluit  they  were  actuated  by  self-interest 
and  selfish  motivps  in  endeavouring  to 
press  their  views  upon  the  House.  He 
ventured  toi  say  that  no  charge  of  that 
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kind  could  be  reaeoiia)>ly  brought  igaiust 
them*     They  were  not  thiiiking  of  their 
own  proteottOQ,  but  of  the  protectiou  of 
their  children  and  those  who  came  after 
them.       And     he    thought    thej    were 
abundantly  justified  in  standing  up  for 
rights  and  interests  which  were  superior 
to  their  own.     He  said,  therefore,  that 
the  statement  that  they  had  been  actu- 
ated by  personal  motiTes  was  one  that 
was  unworthy  and  could  not  be  sustained. 
He  could  not  say  how  much  he  regretted 
that  the  ChanoAllor  of    the  Exchequer 
had  refused,  either  in  Committee  or  in 
Report,    to    introdoee    an    Amendment 
which  would  have  excluded  from  aggre- 
gation a  sum  set  apart,  either  by  way  of 
life  insurance  or  in  any  other  way,  for 
payment  of  the  Estate  Duty.     Such  an 
exemption  would   have  been  an  act  of 
justice   to   thoee  who  showed   by  their 
action  that  they  were  desirous  of  relieving 
those  who  came  after  them  from  the  burden 
of  having  to  find  the  money  to  pay  this  tax. 
The  position  of  those  with  whose  case  he 
had  tried  to  deal — namely,  the  owners 
of  agricultural  realty — was  a  very  hard 
one,  and  he  ventured  to  say  that  if  these 
Death  Duties  were  to  be  pernuinent  they 
wojld  inflict  great  injury  upon  the  agri- 
eultural  interest  of  this  country.       On 
many  and  many  an  estate  the  greatest 
possible  difficulty  would  be  found  in  pro- 
viding these  Death  Duties.     He  did  not 
know   what  the  Inland   Revenue    was 
going  to  do  in  some  cases  whicb  would 
constantly  arise  where  the  land  could  not 
produce   it.     Hon.   Gentlemen  opposite 
laughed — he  had  heard  them  do  so  fre- 
quently— ^at  the  idea  of  land  not  being 
saleable.     They  said,  ''  It  is  not  that  it 
is  not  saleable,  but  that  you  will  not  sell 
it  except  at  your  own  price.     If  you 
were   prepared  to  take  a  fair   price    it 
would  be  sold."     He  could  assure  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  that  if  they  believed 
that  they  had  not  got  to  the  bottom  of 
the  agricultural  difficulty  by  any  means. 
He   could  assure  hon.   Gentlemen  that 
there  was  plenty  of  land  in  his  county 
and    in     adjoining     counties    that    the' 
owners  could  not  sell,  not  only  for  the 
price  they  would  like  to  receive  or  the 
price  their  predecessors  gave  for  it,  but 
for  one-third  of  that  price.    People  could 
not  be    tempted    to    buy    land.     Land 
carried  with  it  the  great  difficulty  that 
while  in  many  cases,  unfortunately,  there 
were  no  occupying  tenants,  in  cases  where 
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there  were  such  t.enants  the  purchaser 
had  to  ran  the  risk  of  having  to  recoup  them 
for  expenditure  they  had  incurred  upon 
their  farms.  In  addition  4»  that  they 
had  to  face,  the  necessity  of  having  to 
provide  mloney  for  the  occupation  of  the 
farms  when  the  tenants  quitted  them. 
The  consequence  was  that,  although 
people  with  money  to  invest  might  look 
at  property  of  this  kind,  in  his  own 
county  he  did  not  believe  that  a  thousand 
acres  of  agricultural  land  had  changed 
hands  during  the  last  five  years.  What 
were  the  owners  of  this  class  of  property 
to  do  ?  They  could  not  sell.  They  had 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  keeping  the  land 
and  in  keeping  their  affairs  going.  Yet 
the  Go  vemment  said  they  were  equalising 
the  conditions  between  real  and  personal 
estate  and  putting  land  on  an  equality 
with  other  property  as  regarded  taxation. 
In  regard  to  personal  property,  a  man 
had  no  difficulty  in  estimating  the  value 
of  that  which  he  left  behind  him.  He 
could  tell  by  the  simplest  calculation  the 
amount  he  would  have  to  set  apart  to 
pay  the  Death  Duty,  and  wlien  the 
time  came,  by  the  payment  of  a 
small  commission,  sell  out  a  portion  of 
bis  property.  But  that  could  not  be  done 
in  the. case  of  real  estate.  You  could 
not  effect  the  sale  of  land  by  sending  a 
telegram  to  your  broker  or  a  letter  to 
your  banker.  Money  could  not  be  raised 
except  by  mortgage  at  a  very  heavy  rate 
of  interest.  The  Governmeut  said  they 
were  putting  land  on  an  equality  with 
other  classes  of  property.  He  ventured 
to  say  they  were  attempting  an  impossible 
task.  They  were  endeavouring  to 
equalise  two  things  which  could  not  be 
made  equal.  They  could  not  put  agri- 
cultural laud  and  personal  estate  upon 
anything  like  the  same  footing  when  the 
conditions  were  so  various  and  so 
varying,  and  the  contention  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  that  this  burden 
would  be  confined  to  the  rich,  who  would 
be  able  to  bear  it,  would  be  found  to  be 
unsound.  The  labourers  would  have  to 
bear  their  share  of  the  burden,  and  they 
would  feel  it  quite  as  much  as  anyone. 
He  only  hoped  that  these  anticipations 
might  turn  out  to  be  unduly  depressed. 
He  asked  the  House  to  believe  that  in 
taking  the  course  they  bad  taken  on  this 
Bill  the  Members  of  the  Opposition  had 
been  actuated  by  honest  and  sincere 
motives. 
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•The  secretary  of  STATE  kor 
INDIA  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowleb,  Wolver- 
liampton,  £.)  :  I  am  sure  I  onlj  re-echo 
the  general  feeling  of  the  House  when  I 
say  that  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and 
I  am  sure  on  the  other,  the  credit  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  claims  in  regard  to  i 
motive,  will  be  readily  and  freely  ac« 
corded  him.  There  is  no  necessity  in 
discussions  of  this  sort  to  impute  motives 
to  either  side,  or  to  say  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers are  moved  by  principles  other  than 
those  which  should  influence  them  in 
defending  their  legitimate  rights.  But  I 
would  point  out  a  difficulty  the  Govern- 
ment has  experienced  during  the  whole 
of  this  Debate,  and  of  which,  to-night, 
we  have  had  a  conspicuous  illustration. 
The  difficulty  is  in  deciding  exactly  on 
what  line  it  is  that  we  are  to  defend  the 
Bill.  There  have  been  two  speeches 
delivered  to-night,  one  by  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  been  justly  complimented  for 
the  yeoman  service  he  has  rendered  the 
Opposition  throughout  these  Debates,  and 
for  his  great  mastery  of  all  the  details 
and  intricacies  of  this  legislation,  and  the 
other  by  an  hon.  Member  whom  we  all 
recognise  as  an  able  representative  of  the 
agricultural  interest.  These  two  hon. 
Members  do  not  agree.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  King's  Lynu  (Mr.  Bowles)  has 
drawn  a  picture  of  the  Bill  and  its  finan- 
cial defects  which  should  be  most  en- 
couraging to  the  Opposition.  According 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  under  the  most 
favourable  conditions,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  will  not  get  more  than 
£700,000  by  his  new  Death  Duties,  and 
he  added  that  there  is  a  strong  proba- 
bility that  he  will  not  realise  that  sum, 
but  that  the  revision  of  the  Death  Duties 
will  mean  a  less  revenue  from  that  source 
than  under  present  circumstances.  But 
the  hon.  Member  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Long) 
has  said  the  Budget  will  impose  burdens 
which  the  agricultural  interests  are  un- 
able to  bear,  and  will  affect  most  in- 
juriously not  only  the  owners  of  land 
but  the  occupiers  and  the  labourers 
employed  by  them.  Which  argument 
are  we  to  fight — ^which  are  we  to  take 
as  the  serious  one — that  the  Bill  will 
produce  nothing  at  all,  or  that  it  will  create 
an  intolerable  burden  which  ought  not  to 
be  imposed  on  any  class  of  the  community? 
We  are  asked  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  University  of 
London   to  reject  this   Bill  as  a  whole. 


The  Motion  is  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months.  There* 
fore  it  is  impossible  to  confine  the  dis-> 
cussion  of  this  measure-*or  rather  we 
can  hardly  call  it  a  discussion,  and  I 
would,  therefore,  say  this  review  of  the 
measure — to  one  particular  branch  of  the 
subject.  The  whole  scheme  is  before  the 
House.  It  has  been  before  the  House  a 
long  time.  It  has  been  discussed  with 
great  power,  eloquence,  ingenuity,  and 
may  I  also  say  to  great  weariness.  The 
condition  of  the  House  shows  that  it  is 
now  thoroughly  tired  of  the  Debate.  But 
when  a  Motion  is  made  that  their  scheme 
should  be  rejected  the  Government  are 
entitled,  in  a  sentence  or  two,  to  ask  the 
House  to  look  upon  the  scheme  as  a 
whole,  remembering  that  we  are  face  to 
face  with  a  deficit,  and  remembering  also 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
to  provide  for  what  he  very  well  knows 
will  be  an  increasing  expenditure  in  the 
course  of  the  next  few  years.  The  scheme 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is 
twofold.  He  proposes  a  great  relief  from 
taxation  and  he  proposes  a  very  con- 
siderable addition  to  taxation.  The 
House  ought  not  to  sever  the  cousidera* 
tion  of  one  branch  from  the  other,  but 
should  look  both  to  the  relief  given  as 
well  as  to  the  taxation  imposed.  I  think 
one  of  the  most  attractive  features  of  the 
Budget,  and  one  which  will  be  long  re- 
membered in  connection  with  my  right 
hon.  Friend's  financial  career,  is  the  re- 
lief  which  the  Budget  gives  to  a  very 
large  and  deserving  class  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  St.  George's  made  some  re- 
marks on  this  question  which  afford  a 
complete  justification  for  the  proposals  of 
the  present  Government.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  when  he  brought  in  his 
first  Budget  as  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  said — 

*'  The  direction  in  which  I  now  look  to  give 
relief  is  a  class  upon  which  I  have  always 
looked  as  being  heavily  taxed  as  com- 
pared  with  the  rest  of  the  community— 1  mean 
the  class  just  above  the  working  class,  the  class 
—if  it  is  not  offensive  to  say  so— that  begins  to 
wear  a  black  coat,  the  class  which  has  a  very 
hartl  battle  to  fight,  and  which  has  demands 
made  upon  it  in  many  respects  severer  than 
those  falling  upon  the  ordinary  working  man. 
I  refer  to  men  with  incomes  ranging  from  £150 
to  £400  a  year,  men  of  the  poorer  trading  class, 
small  tradesmen,  and  clerks,  men  who  generally 
live  in  houses  between  £20  and  £60  a  year." 

The   Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
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given  broad  and  Bubstantiai  relief  to  that 
class  ;  he  has  put  on  the  Statute  Book  a 
principle  of  the  applicsation  of  which  it  is 
to  be  hoped  Parliam^it  has  not  heard  the 
last  word  ;  I  hope  that  this  will  not  be 
ihe  final  settlement  on  those  lines.  It  is 
the  class  on  which  the  right  hon«  Gen** 
tleman  opposite  sajs  local  and  Imperial 
taxation  falls  severely.  The  Income  Tax 
they  pay  means  to  them  tbe  deprivation,  if 
not  of  some  luxury,  at  all  events  of  some 
pleasure,  some  advantage  to  health,  or 
some  personal  rest.  The  sacrifice  of 
nearly  a  million  will  give  relief  under 
Schedule  D  to  350,000  taxpayers,  and  to 
a  great  many  more  who  were  not  in 
Schedule  D — widows  and  others  with 
small  incomes.  It  will  give  relief  not 
only  to  the  class  described  in  the  quota- 
tion I  have  read,  but  also  to  the  great 
bulk  of  the  clergy,  Established  and  Non- 
conformist, to  the  smaller  professional 
men,  and  to  men  and  women  engaged  in 
education  ;  all  these  will  benefit  by  the 
enlarged  exemption  from  Income  Tax. 
Belief  is  also  afforded  to  landowners  in 
respect  of  their  assessments  under 
Schedule  A.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Midlothian — and  his  suc- 
cessors— has  admitted  that  the  present 
assessment  under  Schedule  A  is  unfair. 
As  that  is  now  taken  away,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  entitled 
to  the  recognition  he  has  received  from 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  for  making  an 
allowance  of  12^  per  cent,  in  one  case  and 
16  2-3rds  per  cent,  in  another.  I  have 
made  some  calculations  which  indicates, 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  Wood  bridge  has 
shown,  the  relief  which  these  adjustments 
of  Income  Tax  will  afford  to  the  small 
farmer  and  even  to  the  farmer  who  does 
not  come  under  that  description.  Up  to 
the  present  time  no  one  has  found  fault 
with  these  remissions  of  taxation .  I  am 
not  going  to  waste  the  time  of  the  House 
by  discussing  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer's additions  to  taxation.  He  has 
added  6d.  to  the  barrel  of  beer  and  6d.  to 
the  gallon  of  spirits  —  or  something 
like  fd.  per  bottle.  The  Debate  on  that 
subject  may  be  re-opened,  but  I  think  the 
sense  of  the  House  was  so  clearly  ex- 
pressed on  it  in  Committee  that  I  need 
not  trouble  Members  by  going  into  it 
again.  The  other  new  duty  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  imposed  is  in 
connection  with  the  Death  Duties,  and 
the  principles  he  has  advocated  have  been 


challenged  both  from  this  side  of  the 
House  and  from  the  other.  The  prin* 
ciple  the  Chancellor  oi  the  Exchequer  l«y» 
down,  I  take  it,  is  equality  of  taxation 
between  all  classes  of  property — equality 
of  liability  and  also  equality  in  respect  of 
the  different  modes  of  di6tributiou,whether 
by  wilt  made  to  take  effect  on  the  death, 
or  by  settlement  which  takes  efibct 
inter  vivos ;  and  be  added  a  third  prin** 
ciple,  graduation  of  duty  in  respect  of 
amount.  I  congratulate  my  right  hon. 
Friend  upon  having  reached  the  end  of 
one  of  the  longest  controversies  on 
financial  matters  of  modern  titnes.  It  is 
99  years  since  a  practically  identical  pro- 
posal was  first  made  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Mr.  Pitt's  original  proposal  was  to 
tax  landed  property  on  the  same  lines  as 
personal  property  ;  but  in  the  Bill,  rp 
amended  in  Committee,  it  took  the  form 
of  the  present  Succession  Duty — namely^ 
the  levying  of  a  tax  upon  the  value  of  a 
life  interest.  In  those  days  Bills  were 
introduced  in  manuscript,  so  that  the- 
difference  between  the  original  draft  and 
the  measure  as  altered  in  Committee  can* 
not  well  be  observed.  Some  things  of 
historical  interest  occurred  in  the  Debate 
on  that  Bill  which  have  been  repro^ 
duced  on  the  present  occasion.  The^ 
Budget  was  brought  in  on  Decem^^ 
ber  7th,  1795.  The  Bill  was  brought 
in  on  April  21st,  but  the  Debate  did 
not  take  place  until  the  Bill  went  into 
Committee.  It  was  read  a  second  time 
on  April  22nd,  the  day  after  its  introduce 
tion.  On  May  6th  a  Motion  to  postpone 
the  Committee  for  three  months  was  de- 
feated by  40,  which  was  Mr.  Pitt's  largest 
majority  on  the  Bill,  and  he  was  then  iiii 
the  plenitude  of  his  power.  That  was  all 
he  could  obtain  for  the  first  proposal  to- 
tax  real  property.  One  of  the*  most 
powerful  opponents  of  the  proposal  to 
tax  real  property  was  the  representative 
of  the  great  house  of  Cavendish,  Lord 
George  Cavendish,  and  he  anticipated 
the  arguments  which  have  been  used  in 
the  present  Debates.     He  said  this  tax 

"would  tend  to  equalise  all  property  and 
would  operate  as  a  confiscation  of  all  the  great 
landed  estates  of  the  oountry  for  the  use  of  the 
Government." 

Mr.  Pitt's  majority  on  that  occasion  went 
down  to  29.  On  the  Motion  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time,  the 
Government  were  defeated  by  two. 
The  word   "  now "   having  been  stnick 
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out    of  the  Bill,    Mr.  Pitt  prepoBed  to 
add   ''  to-iuorrow    morniogy"  for  which 

Mr*  Sberidan  moved  to  substitute  '^  this 
day  three  moothB."  This  was  defeated 
bj  one  ;  on  the  Main  Question  that  the 
Bill  be  read  a  third  time  there  was  a  tie  ; 
and  the  Speaker,  as  I  believe  is  the 
custom  with  Speakers  on  such  occasions, 
gave  his  vote  in  favour  of  the  House 
having  another  opportunity  of  considering 
the  matter.  Mr.  Pitt  withdrew  the  Bill, 
and  for  60  years  no  change  was  made  in 
regard  to  these  duties.  That  was  the 
first  attempt  made  to  equalise  real  and 
personal  property.  At  that  time  the 
value  of  personal  property  was  esti- 
mated by  Mr.  Pitt  at  600  millions  and  real 
property  at  700  millions.  Nothing  was 
done  until  18o3,  and  it  is  the  scheme 
then  adopted  that  is  to  give  way  to  the 
scheme  now  proposed.  The  historic  re* 
view  is  interesting  because  of  the  analogy 
between  the  arguments  used  then  and 
now,  I  now  come  to  the  arguments  that 
have  been  used  against  the  scheme  as 
now  proposed — the  scheme  of  equalisa- 
tion between  realty  and  personalty,  of 
making  no  difference  between  property, 
settled  and  unsettled,  and  of  graduation. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  made  out  a  case — a  very  strong 
one  no  doubt — ^why  the  tax  should  not 
be  imposed  on  landed  property.  His 
argument  was  depression  of  landed  in- 
terests. 

Mr.  W.  long  said,  he  had  referred  to 
the  existing  condition  of  agriculture  as  a 
special  reason  why  it  should  not  be  hit 
hard  now. 

•Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  :  I  submit  with 
some  confidence  that  the  first  reason  urged 
— namely,  the  present  condition  of  the 
landed  interest,  is  not  a  conclusive  argu- 
ment, '  because  the  duty  will  be  levied 
only  on  value,  whatever  the  value  is ; 
and  if  the  value  of  a  property  is  nothing 
no  duty  will  be  levied.  If  a  property  is 
mortgaged  and  has  decreased  in  value  the 
duty  will  be  levied  only  on  the  margin  of 
value  that  remains.  The  speech  I  made 
with  reference  to  the  local  burdens  on 
agricultural  land  has  been  somewhat  mis- 
understood. The  object  of  the  inquiry  I 
instituted  was  to  ascertain  facts,  and  the 
accuracy  of  the  facts  and  figures  I  gave 
have  not  been  challenged.  I  am  aware  that 
there  is  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  les- 
sons to  be  drawn  from  them,  and  I  am  ready 
to  admit  that  on  this  question  the  door  is 

Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler 


not  closed  ;  but  two  wrongs  do  not  make 
a  right.  No  doubt  we  have  ^a  condition 
of  affairs  in  which  landed  property  is  ex- 
empt from  Imperial  taxation  which  it 
ought  to  bear,  and  personal  property  is 
exempt  from  local  taxation  which  it 
ought  to  bear.  I  will  not  say  that  ihe 
time  has  not  come  when  there  should  be 
inquiry  as  to  the  real  incidence  of  local 
taxation,  and  how  that  taxation — which 
I  can  assure  the  House  is  not  a  decreas- 
ing quantity,  and  which  I  hope  will  in 
many  cases  continue,  to  increase — should 
be  borne  by  the  two  descriptions  of  pro- 
perty. It  would  be  a  great  injustice  to 
put  that  on  any  particular  property.  I 
am  talking  of  houses  quite  as  much  as  of 
land.  That  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
present  issue.  We  are  now  attempting 
to  adjust  equally  and  fairly  the  liability 
of  every  description  of  property,  no 
matter  of  what  character  it  may  be,  to 
pay  its  fair  share  of  Imperial  taxation. 
There  have  been  objections  taken  to  the 
mode  of  payment  and  assessment, 
but  the  Amendment  of  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  which  has  been  accepted 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
removes  the  objections  with  regard  to 
the  mode  of  assessment.  The  value  of 
real  property  has  been  taken  at  its  forced 
saleable  value  at  the  time  of  the  death, 
and  the  tax  is  subject  to  a  limitation  that 
the  forced  value  is  not  to  exceed  25  years* 
purchase.  I  think  every  one  one  will 
agree  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer has  acted  very  liberally  in  that 
matter.  [Mr.  A,  J.  Balfour  :  Hear, 
hear.]  Then  the  extension  of  the  period 
of  payment  is  that  it  shall  reach  to  eight 
years,  eight  instalments.  The  first  will 
not  fall  due  for  12  months  and  no  interest 
will  be  charged.  I  think  that  is  a  fair 
alleviation  of  the  burden.  Therefore  I 
do  not  think  the  fears  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  be  realised  under  this  modi- 
fied system  of  payment.  I  pass  now  to 
the  equality  of  distribution.  Has  any 
reason  been  shown  why  settled  property 
should  not  pay  the  same  as  other  pro- 
perty ?  Much  of  the  settled  property  is 
not  land,  but  houses  and  money.  I 
do  not  see  why  a  difference  should  be 
made  because  a  father  gives  his  daughter 
money  by  deed  instead  of  by  will ;  I  can- 
not see  why  there  should  be  a  large 
exemption  in  one  case.  Then  there  is  the 
question  of  aggregation.  Aggregation 
is  to  me  simple  addition.     We  are  going 
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to  tax  a  man*  ae^oording  to  what  he  ha£f 
got.  We  do  that  now.  We  add  U{>  his 
Stocks  and  his  shares  and  we  find  the 
total.  The  terrible  return^forms  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  referred  are  ah-eadj  in 
existence  in  every  Goyernment  office. 
A  man  has  property  abroad,  say  investiod 
in  America ;  but  he  is  not  on  that  ac- 
count to  escape  payment  to  the  English 
Government  in  respect  of  the  whole  of 
his  property.  Aggr^ation  is  simply  the 
adding  up  of  what  a  man  has  got.  The 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  London  has  declared  that  gradoa- 
tioD  is  a  violation  of  all  sound  principles 
of  political  economy,  aud  he  denied  that 
graduation  had  the  authority  of  Mill.  I 
happen  to  have  an  extract  from  MilPs 
Political  Economy^  and  I  will  read  it 
the  House.     It  is  as  follows  : — 

"  I  oonceivie  that  inheritances  and  legacies, 
exceeding  a  certain  amount,  are  highly  proper 
subjects  for  taxation ;  and  that  the  revenue 
from  them  should  be  as  great  as  it  can  be  made 
without  giving  rise  to  evasions,  by  donation 
during  life  or  concealment  of  property,  such  as 
it  would  be  impossible  adequately  to  check. 
The  principle  of  graduation  (as  it  is  called), 
that  is,  of  levying  a  lai^r  percentage  on  a 
larger  sum.  though  its  application  to  gcceral 
taxation  would  be  in  my  opinion  objectionable, 
seems  to  me  both  just  and  expedient  as  applied 
to  Legacy  and  Inheritance  Duties." 

•Sir  J.  LUBBOCK  :  That  is  exactly 
what  I  said.  We  CDdeavonred  to  induce 
the  Government  to  put  the  duty  on 
legacies^  but  they  refused. 

Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  :  I  have  read 
the  quotation,  and  the  House  will  put  its 
own  ioterpretatiou  upon  it.  We  believe 
in  the  principle  that  men  should  pay  in 
proportion  to  the  aggregation  of  their 
income,  and  we  do  not  believe  we  are  in- 
flicting any  injustice  in  endeavouring  to 
remove  the  existing  inequality.  Most  of 
the  figures  which  have  been  used  on  this 
subject  seem  to  be  based  on  the  assump- 
tion that  everybody  is  going  to  die  worth 
£1,000,000.  I  must  call  attention  to  this 
fact,  that  up  to  £25,000  personal  property 
there  is  no  additional  taxation  whatever. 
Up  to  £50,000  the  additional  amount 
charged  is  £250.  This  is  the  scheme 
which  is  to  break  up  families  and  destroy 
all  motives  for  thrift.  Between  £50,000 
and  £100,000  the  additional  payment  will 
be  £1,500.  I  do  not  consider  that  there 
is  any  injustice  in  putting  that  taxation 
on  persons  who  are  possessed  of  that 
amount  <^  property.  It  is  only  just  that 
they  should  pay,  seeing  that  those  who 


have  smaller  incomes  pay  much  larger 
amounts  in  proportion.  At  present  the 
yield  from  the  Xiegaey  and  Succession 
Duty  is  £10,0601,000.  including  realty 
and  personalty^  and  of  this  total  the  latter 
pays  £8,910,000.  We  believe  that  when 
this  Bill  comes  into  full  operation  we 
shall  add  three  and  a-half  millions  to  the 
10  millions,  making  in  round  figures  13 
millions  sterling.  Of  this  increase, 
personalty  will  pay  £2,130,000,  and 
realty  £1,320,000.  It  is  this  which  is 
to  scatter  families,  to  turn  Dukes  into 
paupers,  scatter  works  of  art  broad-oast 
from  Christie^s,  and  reduce  the  stately 
splendour  of  great  houses.  My  answer 
to  all  this  is  that  I  do  not  believe  a 
word  of  it.  I  do  not  believe  the  increase 
on  the  very  wealthy  people  will  be  felt, 
but  where  it  will  fall  heavily  is  upon  the 
moderate  landowner  with  a  moderate 
rental.  No  one  denied  that.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  London  has  given  us  a 
most  vivid  picture  of  the  business  man 
working  away  to  save  all  that  he  can,  but 
so  soon  as  he  had  saved  £999,000  he 
began  spending  right  and  left  so  as  not 
to  let  his  property  get  above  a  £1,000,000. 
The  class  of  person  to  whom  I  have 
alluded  is  a  very  difierent  one  to  that 
which  possesses  £999,000.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  eflTectof  thia 
Bill  is  to  tax  the  rich  and  spare  the  poor. 

•Sir  J.  LUBBOCK  :  That  is  exactly 
what  I  said  you  do  not  do.  To  effect  that 
the  duty  should  have  been  put  on  the 
legacy  each  man  inherited. 

•Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLER:  I  am  sorry 
if  I  have  misunderstood  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  object  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  when  framing  the  Bill 
was  not  excessively  to  tax  the  poor  to 
spare  the  rich.  We  propose  to  relieve 
the  Income  Tax  -  payer  of  moderate 
means,  to  remove  a  grievance  in  respect 
of  the  taxation  of  land,  to  put  a  moderate 
addition  on  indirect  taxation,  to  redress 
the  inequality  between  real  and  personal 
property,  and  to  make  the  broad  shoulders 
bear  the  big  burdens. 

Sir  J.  LUBBOCK  said,  he  wished 
to  explain  that,  whatever  motive  might 
have  actuated  the  framers  of  the  Bill, 
their  rnodus  operafidi  was  not  such  as 
would  have  the  effect  of  sparing  the  poor 
white  it  taxed  the  rich. 
•Sir  G.  CHESNEY  (Oxford)  wished 
to  explain  briefly  the  reasons  that  would 
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detenninc  his  vote.  Tb^y  had  jnst  hiMid' 
that  the  main  object  of  the  Bill  was  to 
equalise  the  hardens  of  Uxation.  They 
were  told  that  the  additional  taxation 
placed  upon  the  rich  was  really"  very 
trifling  to  the  indiriduai,  although  in  the 
^gfS^^^^  it  amounted  to  a  great  deal. 
His  sympathies  were  entirely  in  favour  of 
the  view  that  the  rich  should  contribute 
more  than  the  poor  proportionately, 
because  the  sacrifice  they  were  called 
upon  to  make  in  most  cases  was  less,  and 
tliat  it  often  happened  that  the  rich  got 
their  money  v&ty  easily,  or  even  in  some 
cases  by  what  might  be  termed  accident. 
But  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  whole  tone 
of  the  Bill  was  based  upon  the  false 
assumption  that  there  was  an  inherent 
opposition  between  capital  and  labour-^ 
that  if  anybody  became  rich  someone  else 
must  become  p6or.  The  assumption,  too, 
was  often  made  that  the  useful  man  to  the 
community  was  the  man  that  freely  spent 
his  money.  He  submitted  that  that  was 
not  so,  and  that  no  one  in  that  way  did 
any  real  good  to  the  conrannnity  at  all. 
Tiie  man  that  did  good  was  the  man  that 
saved  his  money  and  invested  it  wisely 
in  commercial  enterprises  and  large 
companies,  that  gave  employment  to 
others  of  the  community  and  increased 
the  wealth  of  the  nation  as  a  whole.  If 
the  population  did  not  increase,  then 
no  doubt  the  necessity  for  increasing 
the  wealth  of  the  nation  would  not  exist, 
and  no  harm  followed  if  everyone  spent 
all  he  got;  but  unless  the  national 
wealth  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
growing  population,  the  country  would 
become  year  by  year  poorer  and  poorer. 
Under  the  Bill  the  man  who  applied  his 
money  to  usefnl  purposes  was  the  very 
man  whose  property  it  was  proposed 
specially  to  attack.  No  form  of  taxation 
was  defensible,  no  matter  how  good  the 
object  migtit  be,  if  it  were  in  itself  un- 
just. Everybody  knew  that  the  poor 
man  wonki  not  get  off  any  more  because 
the  burden  of  the  rich  was  increased. 
The  days  of  economy  were  passed. 
However  much  the  Revenue  was  in- 
creased the  Government  would  next 
year  ask  again  for  more.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  Bill  was  in  its  character 
an  ill-natured  Bill,  as  was  most 
of  the  legislation  that  came  from 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  Those 
Members  opposite  whom  he  had  the 
honour  to   count  among  his  friends  he 
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f  always  found  individually  reaeonable  and 
sympathetic,  but  collectively  all  the 
milk  of  human  kindness  appeared  to 
be  squeezed  out  of  them.  When  they 
came  to  act  in  the  aggregate,  they 
seemed,  instead  of  trying  to  alter  die 
Bill  so  as  to  assist  their  fellow-country- 
men, to  be  determined  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  oppress  them.  In  spite  of  all 
this,  no  doubt  the  aggregation  of  pro- 
perty would  still  goon ;  but  he  considered, 
for  the  reasons  he  bad  stated,  that 
the  principle  of  taxation  now  brought 
forward  was  altogether  opposed  to  the 
sound  principles  of  fluanoe.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  an  unwise  measure,  and 
economically  unsound,  and  he  should 
therefore  record  his  vote  against  the 
Bill. 

CoLOXEL  KENYON  -  SLANEY 
(Shropshire,  Newport)  said,  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  was  hardly 
fair  in  the  use  he  had  made  of  the  quota- 
tion from  John  Stuart  Mill,  though  he 
admitted  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  quoted  the  passage  pretty  correctly. 
The  essence  of  the  quotation  was  that 
John  Stuart  Mill  thought  the  principle 
of  graduation  unobjectionable  as  applied 
to  Legacy  and  Succession  Duty.  But 
the  House  had  heard  over  and  over 
again  that  the  main  principle  of  the  Bill 
was  to  treat  the  Death  Duties  as  if  they 
were  postponed  or  deferred  Income  Tax . 

Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLER:    No;  never. 

Colonel  KENYON-SLANEY  said, 
that  the  observation,  if  it  did  not  fall 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  fell  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  What 
Mill  said 


"  To  tax  the  larger  incomes  at  a  higher  per- 
centaf^e  than  the  smaller  is  to  lay  a  tax  on  in- 
dustry and  economy ;  to  impose  a  penalty  on 
people  for  having  worked  harder  and  saved 
more  than  their  neighboui-s.  It  is  partial  taxa- 
tion, which  is  a  mild  form  of  robliery.  A  just 
anfl  wise  legislation  would  scrupulously  abstain 
from  opiKMing  obstacles  to  the  acquisition  of 
even  the  largest  fortune  by  honest  exertion." 

When  this  Bill  was  brought  in  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  it  was 
heralded  by  its  supporters  as  a  new  de- 
parture, as  an  epoch-making  Budget, 
which  would  raise  money  easily,  simply, 
and  equitably,  without  oppression,  with- 
out disturbance  of  trade  :  and,  indeed, 
that  the  Bill  would  scarcely  need  any 
Amendment  or  discussion.  How  did 
the  Bill  fulfil  those  predictions  ?  It 
had  been  so  amended   and  altered  that 
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aearcely  anytiiiog  of  the  origiDal 
Bill  remained.,  He  maintained  that 
from  ao  agriculiaral  point  of  view  they 
had  OTerylhiog  to  lose  and  nothing  to 
gain  bj  the  Government  proposals,  be- 
cause agricnkiire  was  affected  barmf ally 
and  iajariously.  If  the  Hqnor  propo* 
eitions  were  carried  into  effect  he  main- 
tained that  the  farmers  wonld  feel  the 
effects  of  them  throagh  the  price  of 
barley.  The  Government  were  on  the 
side  of  impure  as  opposed  to  pure  beer, 
and  this  ftiet  was  not  likely  to  bring 
them  any  political  capital  in  the  country. 
The  owners  of  land  would  also  have  to 
fiay  from  three  to  five  times  more  taxa- 
tion than  before^  a  fact  which  might 
react  on  the  whole  national  life  of  the 
country.  The  Bill  would  take  away  that 
continuity  of  possession  in  the  owner- 
ship of  land  upon  which  the  whole  of 
eur  rural  life  had  hitherto  hinged. 
It  was  idle  to  tell  them  that  these  things 
were  of  no  vahie  to  the  nation  because  he 
was  certain  the  nation  had  benefited 
enormously  in  every  particular  owing  to 
the  maintenance  of  this  principle  of  con- 
tinuity. When  they  looked  back  upon 
these  Debates  it  might  be  that  some  of 
them  would  think  they  had  at  times  said 
something  they  wonld  perhaps  rather  not 
have  said.  He  would  undertake  to  say 
that  when  such  feelings  oame  in  there 
would  be  no  Member  of  the  House  who 
would  have  so  much  to  regret,  and  who 
ought  to  be  more  willing  to  withdraw 
much  of  what  he  had  said  than  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Time 
after  time,  night  after  night,  day  after 
day.  on  the  slightest  provocation  or  no 
provocation  at  all,  he  had  chosen  to 
attack  in  the  most  violent  way  the  landed 
gentry  of  this  country.  He  would 
venture  to  say,  in  making  these  attacks, 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  was  derogating 
from  the  position  he  held  in  that  House, 
and  attacking  those  who  were  not  de- 
serving of  attack,and  saying  things  of  them 
he  was  neither  justified  by  the  facts  nor 
ought  to  have  said  in  ordinary  courtesy. 
Those  attacks  ought  to  be  most  emphati- 
cally repudiated,  and  he  maintained  that 
if  anybody  ought  to  apologise  for  what 
he  had  said  or  done- in  the  course  of  this 
Debate  it  was  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  Had  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man been  present  he  should  have  liked  to 
have  said  more  on  this  subject.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  was  one  of 


the  last  who  onght  to  indulge  in  these 
kinds  of  attacks.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  came  from  the  landed  class  in 
this  country  ;  he  bore  two  names  which 
were  chiefly  known  because  they  were 
names  of  large  landed  families,  and  he 
did  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  have  remembered  the  old  proverb, 
that  ^'  It  was  an  ill  bird  that  fouled  its 
own  nest."  Under  this  Bill  the  occupier 
would  sufibr  almost  as  severely  as  the 
owner  by  the  destruction  of  the 
ability  of  the  owners  for  a  long 
length  of  time,,  at  all  events  after 
succession,  to  continue  to  help  and  to 
develop  agriculture  on  the  properties  to 
which  they  succeeded.  They  must  now 
have  recourse  to  the  most  strict  economy, 
and  one  of  the  results  of  this  would  be 
to  cut  off  the  stream  of  the  healthy  sup- 
port which  they  had  allowed  to  flow 
over  their  farms,  and  in  the  direction  of 
promoting  agriculture.  He  was  amused 
to  hear  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Wood- 
bridge  Division  congratulating  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  for  having  placed 
the  English  farmer  on  a  par  with  the 
Scottish  and  Irish  farmers  with  respect 
to  Income  Tax.  He  would  remind  the 
hon.  Member  that  when  that  point  was 
raised  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
absolutely  scouted  with  scorn  the  idea  that 
there  was  any  inequality  at  all,  or  that 
there  was  any  necessity  to  give  relief,  and 
it  was  not  until  the  arguments  had  been 
recapitulated  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man saw  their  strength,  and  with  a  very 
ill  grace  indeed  gave  way  to  the  force 
of  conviction.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man gave  way  because  he  could  no 
longer  resist  the  arguments,  and  to  take 
credit  to  him  for  that  was  to  take  credit 
for  what  he  did  not  deserve.  He  must 
enter  his  protest  against  the  growing 
habit  of  taking  credit  on  the  other  side 
for  Amendments  which  had  been  ex- 
tracted from  the  Government  by  the 
repeated  efforts  of  the  Opposition.  Pass- 
ing to  the  third  class  affected  by  the 
Death  Duties — namely,  the  agricultural 
community,  he  contended  that  it  was 
grotesque,  absurd,  and  ridiculous  to  argue 
that  the  labourer  was  not  affected  by  the 
proposals  of  this  Budget.  What  was 
the  prime  interest  of  the  labourer  at  this 
moment  ?  The  first  essential  to  his 
happy  existence  was  continuous  wages, 
and  the  one  thing  he  dreaded  more  than 
another  was  a  break  in  the  continuity  of 
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these  wages  and  inability  to  earn  steadily 
and  regularly  that  on  which  his  lireli* 
hooil  depended.  This  Budget  absolutely 
assured  to  him  that  his  employ  meat  would 
be  broken  off  periodically.  Hundreds 
and  thousands  depended  on  the  mainte- 
nance of  these  country  houses  and  de» 
mesues,  and  their  dismissal  must  be  the 
first  step  to  the  economy  which  would  be 
necessary  on  account  of  the  provision  of 
this  Bill.  The  effect  of  the  Bill  would 
be  earlier  and  more  iujurionsly  felt  by 
the  labourer  than  by  either  the  owner  or 
the  occupier.  He  thought  he  had  seen 
all  throughout  where  the  real  difficulty 
had  lain  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  he  gave  credit  to  the  right 
hon.  Grentlemau  for  wishing  it  had  not 
fallen  to  his  lot  to  place  this  bitter  penalty 
on  agricultural  properties  which,  he  knew, 
must  feel  it  deeply.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's  difficulty  was  how  to 
separate  urban  from  rural  realty,  and  if 
it  had  been  possible  to  differentiate  be- 
tween the  one  class  of  realty  and  the 
other,  he  thought  they  should  have  had 
rural  and  agricultural  realty  treated  with 
a  lighter  hand  than  they  had.  The  fact 
was,  that  the  crushing,  cruel,  unfair,  and 
unjust  penalty  the  owners  of  rural  and 
agricultural  properties  were  called  upon 
to  pay  was  because  they  were  being 
dragged  behind  urban  realty  ;  and  because 
the  Government  saw,  in  the  taxation  of 
urban  realty,  a  chance  of  getting  a  large 
and  valuable  revenue,  they  were  obliged 
to  lump  in  rural  realty  with  that  larger 
and  more  important  section,  and  rural 
realty  had  to  suffer  in  order  that 
the  Government  might  get  out  of. 
urban  realty  that  which  the  owners 
of  it  could  afford  to  pay  to  the  State. 
He  felt  pretty  certain  that  this  line  of 
thought  had  occurred  more  than  once  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  he  imagined  it 
had  presented  itself  over  and  over  again 
to  the  Cabinet  in  the  consideration  of  this 
matter,  and  doubtless  if  combined  Minis- 
terial intelligence,  could  have  differentiated 
in  any  way  between  these  two  classes  of 
property,  there  would  have  been  a  plan 
in  which  the  one  class  would  not  have 
been  sacrificed  in  order  that  as  much  as 
possible  should  be  extorted  from  the 
other.  However,  the  Government  could 
not  devise  a  different  treatment,  and  here 
was  the  result,  but  none  the  less  better 
was  the  penalty  imposed  upon  property — 
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m  nothing  did  it  mitigate  the  suffering 
that  would  follow.  If  it  waft  true^  as  true 
he  held  it  to  be,  that  the  effect' of  this 
meaaure  would  be.  to  injuriously  affect 
the  spending  power  of  owners  of  land 
throughout  our  rural  difttricts,  then  it 
stood  to  reason  it  must  affeet  the  em- 
ployment of  tbe  poorer  inhabitants  of 
those  districts.  British  agrioultnre  waa 
undergoing  a  severe  trial,  and  agricultural 
experts  had  insisted  on  the  importance  of 
endeavouring  by  scientific  and  other  means 
to  keep  abreast  of  the  needs  of  the  day,, 
which  meant  that  heavy  expenses  must 
fall  on  the  agricultural  interest  by  ex- 
periments and  improvements — heavy  ex- 
pense upon  landowners.  Then  was  it  not 
reasonable  to  say,  and  could  it  not  be 
absolutely  proved,  that  by  preventing  these 
experiments  and  improvements  and  the 
development  of  agriculture  a  serious 
injury  would  be  inflicted  on  the  agricul- 
tural district  ?  He  claimed  for  this  ques- 
tion that  it  was  not  of  mere  class  or 
social  importance,  but  that  it  was  a 
national  question  of  the  highest  import- 
ance. Just  in  proportion  as  injury  was 
inflicted  on  this  interest,  so  was  national 
prosperity  injured.  Easy  would  it  be  to 
refer  to  the  immediate  outcomes  of  this 
precious  Budget.  Loudly  expressed  by 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  was  the 
desire  to  keep  the  labourers  on  the  land.. 
Why,  then,  bring  in  a  Budget  the  effect 
of  whid)  will  be  to  sweep  them  off? 
They  (the  Grovernment)  professed  a  de- 
sire to  prevent  labourers  from  crowding 
into  towns,  and  here  they  had  a  Bill  that 
would  force  them  to  the  towns.  The 
agricultural  labourer  had  no  atored-up 
capital  or  invested  funds  ;  he  lived  by 
his  work  from  day  to  day,  and  he  must 
follow  work  and  get  it  where  he  could. 
Cut  him  off  from  his  resources  m 
the  country,  and  he  must  seek  the 
means  of  life  in  towns,  and  certain 
it  was,  perhaps  unwillingly,  perhaps 
through  ignorance  and  want  of  cletir 
conception  of  the  position,  this  proposal 
would  assist  in  driving  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  agricultural  labourers 
from  their  employment  in  the  country 
to  join  the  crowd  of  those  who 
struggled  for  a  precarious  existence 
in  our  manufacturing  centres.  This 
was  the  very  thing  owners  of  property 
had  made  every  effort  to  prevent^  for  this 
they  had  made  sacrifices  and  ^^  done  their 
level  best^*  to  find  employment  lor  men 
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Id  double  or  treble  the  ouqaber  they  really 
required*  Every  effort  had  been  siade  to 
prevent  country  diBtriictfi  from  being 
denuded  of  the  •  labouring  p^pUlatioq. 
Then  came  a^<70verument  proposal  to 
defeat  all  theae  efforts  making  them  vain 
and  worthless,  and  theGoveromentmuAt 
take  the  lesponaibility  of  the  results. 
What  these  would  be  a  very  little  time 
would  showy  and  the  country  would  have 
little  reason  to  thank  tbe  Liberal  Part^ 
and  the  labouring  classe*!^  would  have 
every  reason  to  lament  the  disastrous 
interference  of  the  Government  in 
finance.  Between  the  richer  and  the 
poorer  olassee  the  Budget  was  unfair  and 
inequitable,  and  many  points  hod  cropped 
up  in  these  discussions  which  it  would  be 
easy  toelaborateand  press  home,  but  he  did 
not  wish  to  detain  the  House  longer.  He 
urged  that,  apart  from  its  agricultural  and 
oommercial  aspects,  there  was  a  national 
aspect  very  much  indeed  affected  by  the 
results  of  these  proposals.  He  had  not 
very  many  intimate  acq aaintances among 
very  wealthy  men  or  the  honour  or  the 
means  of  knowing  much  of  the 
working  of  very  rich  men^s  eoncernsi  but 
he  did  know  of  one  estate  of  over  £500,000 
and  another  of  £220,000  now  being  so 
dealt  with  that  they  would  not  pay  one 
farthing  of  duty  to  the  Exchequer. 
Such  cascH  as  these  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  sSould  bear  in  mind;  such 
cases  as  these  could  not  be  left  out  of 
consideration  when  proposals  of  excessive 
taxation  were  made,  frightening  capital 
and  inducing  men  to  take  perfectly  legi- 
timate, fair,  and  honourable  means  to 
secure  their  successors  from  a  cruel  and 
unjust  impost.  By  proposals  of  excessive 
taxation  they  depleted  instead  of  adding 
to  the  National  Exchequer.  We  had 
also  heard,  and  not  for  the  last  time,  of 
the  difficulties  arising  out  of  this  Budget 
in  our  colonial  and  foreign  relations.  A 
good  deal  of  feeling  had  been  excited 
between  the  Mother  Country  and  some  of 
her  Colonies,  and  if  the  result  should  be 
to  embroil  this  country  in  unfriendly 
relations  with  her  colonies,  then  a  great 
deal  more  injury  would  be  done  to  the 
country  than  the  amount. of  benefit  that 
could  possibly  be  supposed  to  accrue  in 
any  other  way.  As  men  of  business  the 
Government  would  fail ;  they  would 
not  realise  the  money  they  expected  to 
secure,  and  for  which  they  had  disturbed 
trade    and      business     throughout     the 


country.  As  men  of  business  they  failed, 
and  as  statesmen  their  failure  was  com- 
plete, and  he  wa«  perfectly  certain  that 
the  net  results  of  the  Bill  would  be  the 
oppression  of  that  class  of  the  eommunity 
least  able  to  bear  the  pressure.  He  was 
certain  that,  jrom  the  point  of  view  of 
rich  and  poor,  this  should  be  regarded  a» 
an  unfair,  inequitable,  and  unjust 
imposal.  As  such,  he  cordially  and 
heartily  would  vote  against  it  in  tlie 
earnest  hope  that  the  country  in  a  short 
time,  recognising  the  position,  would 
bring  about  a  return  to  a  more  sensible 
and  legitimate  style  of  finance. 

Sib  R.  TEMPLE  said,  that,  as  one  of 
the  few  Members  who  had  followed  the 
whole  of  the  Debates  on  this  Bill  and 
been  present  in  every  Division,  he  de- 
sired to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon,  the 
present  occasion.  It  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  perambulate  the  whole  field  of 
that  long  and  historical  controversy,  but 
he  proposed  to  touch  rapidly  on  the 
salient  points  and  to  state  as  briefly  as 
possible  the  arguments  against  the  Bill 
as  they  seemed  to  him  to  be  applicable. 
This  was  a  Finance  Bill  which  bristled 
with  hardships  and'  complications,  and, 
notwithstanding  all  that  tbe  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  said,  he  ventured  to 
assert  that  they  had  not  to  find  three  and 
a  half,  or,  as  had  sometimes  been  stated, 
^we  millions  at  present ;  all  they  had  to 
do  was  to  provide  the  million  or  so 
during  the  present  year  under  this  Bill. 
All  they  were  bound  to  do  was  to  provide 
for  the  finance  of  the  current  year,  and 
they  might  well  let  the  next  year  take 
care  of  itself.  Therefore,  the  argument  of 
financial  necessity  afiorded  no  answer 
to  the  objections  raised  to  the  Bill.  The 
fact  of  the  other  argument  being  urged 
seemed  to  show  that  behind  the  financial 
policy  of  the  Government  lay  another 
and  a  political  policy,  and  one,  be  feared, 
of  a  partisan  character.  The  suggestion 
of  the  Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer  that 
when  a  man  died  his  property  was  not 
his  own,  but  belonged  to  the  State,  had 
filled  him  with  amusement,  and  was 
worthy  of  an  Eastern  potentate.  It  was 
a  most  astonishing  argument  to  be  put 
forward  in  a  free  country.  To  suggei^t 
that  property  not  inherited,  but  saved  by 
a  man,  and  saved  probably  through 
personal  exertions  in  exploiting  foreign 
regions  and  adding  -  them  to  the 
dominions   of   the  British    Empire,   and 
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aimultaneoufllj  tnoreasiDg  British  com- 
meree  and  trade,  was  most  extra- 
ordinary ;  and  yet  that  was  the  posi- 
tion taken  up  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  Sach  a  claim  might 
have  been  expected  to  be  made  by  the 
Shah  of  Persia,  the  ruler  of  Tartary,  or  the 
Emperor  of  China;  but  surely  we  in 
these  days  of  democratic  civilisation 
could  not  undertake  to  follow  uncivilised 
conntries  in  that  respect.  The  inequalities 
caused  by  the  scheme  of  the  Bill  wonld 
be  felt  keenly  by  all  future  successors  to 
property.  It  was  not  quite  correct  to  say 
that  the  poor  would  only  be  taxed  as  at 
present,  and  he  only  hoped  that  the 
middle  classes  would  not  be  as  hardly 
dealt  with  as  he  feared^  owing  also  to 
the  scheme  of  aggregation  adopted  in  the 
Bill.  The  difficulty  was  that  the  83^ stem 
of  graduation  as  introduced  in  the  Bill 
was  unlimited-*~that  it  might  stop  at 
nothing  short  of  confiscation.  It  was 
exactly  one  of  those  routes  which  lead  to 
the  goal  of  general  confiscation.  That, 
therefore,  was  a  fundamental  objection  to 
the  Bill.  Another  objection  was  that  a 
roan  was  to  pay  Death  Duties  not  upon 
the  value  of  the  property  he  received,  but 
ae(iording  to  the  estate  of  the  testator. 
That  surely  would  be  most  unfair  to 
individual  legatees,  and  constituted  an 
inequality  which  would  be  most  keenly 
felt  by  all  of  them.  The  fact  was  that 
these  highly-graduated  duties  would 
make  serious  inroads  upon  capital,  which 
was  the  motive  power  of  the  whole 
nation,  and  the  prime  mover,  so  to  speak, 
of  the  social  machine,  and  the  wage 
fund  of  the  country.  He  wished  that 
working  men  would  realise  that  fact. 
If  the  scale  had  been  adopted  which  was 
suggested  by  his  hon.  Friend,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  have  got 
more  money,  and  would  at  the  same  time 
have  deprived  the  taxpayer  both  of  the 
possibility  and  motive  of  evasion.  When 
they  had  these  great  jumps — he  was 
speaking  as  an  old  tax  collector — ^from 
one  class  to  another,  they  supplied  a 
motive  to  everybody  to  so  diminish 
their  estates  as  to  keep  them  below  the 
mark.  He  supposed  that  one  great  miti- 
gation of  all  their  woes  under  these 
Death  Duties  was  that  there  would  be 
large  facilities  afforded  for  evasion. 
Generally  there  was  a  certain  amount  of 
loyalty  to  the  State,  but  the  rich  men 
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who  found  that  they  were  being  specially 
singled  out  for  taxation  oeuld  not  be 
expected  to  exhibit  any  such  loyalty. 
If  all  taxpayers  were  treated  alike  there 
would  be  loyalty  to  the  State,  but  when 
some  500  men  in  a  year  were  singled  out 
for  oppressive  taxation  they  were  not 
likely  to  entertain  any  sentiments  of 
loyalty  towards  the  State.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  would  be  inspired  with  a  feeling 
of  disloyalty  to  which  they  had  hitherto 
been  strangers,  and  he  was  sure 
that  they  were  already  scheming 
for  the  purpose  of  evading  the 
operation  of  the  Act.  The  argument  put 
forward  was  perfectly  true  that  real  pro- 
perty was  heavily  burdened  by  local 
taxation.  He  hoped  that  state  of  things 
would  be  mitigated,  but,  as  a  practical 
man,  he  did  not  believe  that  such  mitiga- 
tion was  possible.  The  great  difficulty 
was  to  locate  personal  property.  It  was 
only  real  property  that  could  be  located, 
while  personalty  was  distributed  all  over 
the  country  and  could  not  be  located. 
Consequently,  the  land  must  necessarily 
bear  the  burden  of  local  taxation  in  the 
main.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
talked  about  equalisation.  That,  of 
course,  was  impossible.  The  land  must 
continue  fo  bear  local  taxation  and  could 
not  he  exempted,  and  the  only  thing  that 
coukl  be  done  was  to  exempt  it  from 
Death  Duties.  Then  as  to  graduation. 
It  was  all  very  well  for  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  say  that  land  would 
only  be  valued  upon  the  basis  of  a  forced 
sale.  What  did  he  mean  by  a  forced 
sale  ?  Supposing  the  land  could  not  be 
sold  at  all.  Was  any  one  of  them  so 
sanguine  as  to  suppose  that  because  land 
would  not  sell  it  would  be  exempt  from 
the  Death  Duties,  and  would  not  be 
aggregated  ?  He  was  sure  that  some 
value  would  be  put  upon  it,  and  that  an 
income  would  be  assumed  although  it 
might  be  swallowed  up  by  the  income. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman for  King's  Lynn  explain 
the  deductions,  but  even  then 
they  must  look  for  an  over-valuation, 
under  wh,ich  the  owners  and  taxpayers 
would  sure  to  be  credited  with  the  receipt 
of  incomes  that  they  had  never  received, 
and  never  expected  to  receive.  In  regard 
•  to  personalty  a  valuation  could  be  arrived 
at  that  would  approximately  represent 
the  truth  ;  but  that  was  not  so  in  the  case 
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of  land.  What  wimki  be  the  conditioD 
of  the  landed  estates  in  the  fatnre? 
A  large  portion  ol  them  would  be  sold. 
Did  not  that  very  faet  imply  a  eon- 
demnation  of  the  tax  ?  What 
were  thej  to  saj  abont  the  equity 
of  a  tax  which  eompelled  the  tax- 
payer to  sell  hi8  property  in  order  that 
it  might  be  paid  ?  If  such  things  as 
these  were  done  in  India  instead  of  at 
home  they  would  never  hear  the  end  of 
it  in  that  House.  It  came  to  this — that 
this  tax  was  so  oppressive  that  in  most 
cases  the  unfortunate  property  owner 
would  have  to  sell  his  property  in  order  to 
pay  't.  The  tendency  of  the  tax  would 
be,  amongst  other  thiBga,  to  disperse  art 
collections,  and  that  of  course  wonld  tend 
to  the  migration  of  these  works  aeross 
the  water,  where  these  oppressive  Death 
Duties  were  unknown.  If  there  was 
such  a  thing  as  compassion,  be  should 
think  that  the  various  considerations 
which  he  bad  urged  would  have  availed 
with  the  Government,  especially  the  fact 
that  this  taxation  would  mainly  fall 
upon  the  widow  of  the  dead  man  at  the 
moment  when  the  bread-winner  of  the 
family  had  gone.  This  tax  would  be  exe- 
crated by  generation  after  generation. 
With  regard  to  the  Income  Tax  pro- 
posals of  the  Grovernment,  he  must  make 
the  remark  that  this  Budget  would  to 
some  extent  limit  the  area  over  which 
the  Income  Tax  was  imposed.  He  had 
had  as  much  experience  with  regard  to 
that  as  any  hon.  Member  in  the  House,  and 
he  meant  to  say  that  it  was  very  desirable 
to  keep  the  tax  as  low  as  possible  in  its 
incidence  upon  the  humbler  classes,  but 
not  to  limit  the  area,  because  when  the 
enemy  was  at  the  door  the  Income  Tax 
was  a  great  reserve,  and  to  limit  its  area 
would  be  to  dimiitish  the  opportunities 
of  raismg  money  in  time  of  need.  The  ' 
area  over  which  the  Income  Tax  could  i 
be  imposed,  having  once  been  narrowed,  I 
great  difficulty  would  be  found  in  again  | 
enlarging  it.  Although  it  was  a  very  i 
proper  thing  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
taxation  as  far  as  possible,  the  area  ought 
to  be  maintained,  so  that  in  the  day  of 
need  the  necessary  amount  could  be  ob- 
tained. He  understood  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  have  said  that  this 
Budget  was  an  equal  one  for  all  classes, 
but  in  the  next  breath  he  seemed  to 
say   something    quite   different,  because 


he  understood  his  observation  to  be  that 
while  he  had  caught  the  rieh  man  the 
poor  man  would  bear  no  share  of  the 
taxation.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  in  effect  that  the  poor  man  would 
not  feel  the  tax,  and  that  it  would  come 
ont  of  the  pockets  of  the  brewers  and  the 
whisky  and  spirit  dealers.  He  submitted 
that  that  was  not  a  just  policy.  In  his  view 
everybody  should  pay  aocoi^ing  to  their 
cleans  ;  but  the  poor  men  ought  to  con- 
tribute because  the  larger  expenditure  of 
the  country  was  undertaken  on  their 
behalf.  So  much  money  being  expended 
upon  them,  surely  they  ought  to  bear 
some  portion  of  the  burden  of  taxation. 
It  was  a  fallacy  to  suppose  that  only  the 
richer  and'  upper  class  had  an  interest  in 
the  country  ;  the  poor  had  as  large  and 
even  a  larger  interest  in  the  country,  and 
for  the  maintenance  of  their  interests  tliey 
ought  to  pay  according  to  their  means. 
He  was  confident  that  he  was  voicing  the 
general  sentiment.  In  his  constituency, 
for  instance,  he  knew  that  the  working 
men  were  jast  as  anxious  as  anybody 
to  see  the  Navy  strengthened,  and  he 
was  sure  they  were  ready  to  pay  their 
share  of  any  taxation  that  was  involved. 
Yet  the  Chanoelior  of  the  Exchequer 
had  dared  to  boast  that  he  had  so  con- 
trived the  Budget  as  to  tax  the  rich  and 
leave  out  the  poor.  One  word  about  the 
Naval  Defence  Act.  He  was  not  going 
to  repeat  the  argument  which  he  had 
used  before  as  to  the  misapplication  of 
the  £290,000.  He  understood  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the^  Exchequer  to  say  that  he 
would  suspend  the  repayment  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the 
arrangements  of  the  late  Government. 
If  it  was  cowardly  in  time  of  peace  to 
suspend  the  payment  of  the  National 
Debt,  it  was  equally  cowardly  to  suspend 
the  Sinking  Fund.  [Sir  W.  Harcourt  : 
I  do  not.]  Yes,  it  was  distinctly  said 
in  the  last  clause  bat  one  of  the  Finance 
Bill  that  the  £3,000,000  for  the  Naval 
Defence  Fund  and  the  £2,000,000  for 
the  Imperial  Defence  Fund  were  to  be 
repaid  out  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  That 
amounted  to  a  suspension  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  National  Debt.  There  were 
£10,000,000  distinctly  alluded  to  in  the 
Bill,  which  money  was  to  be  applied  to 
naval  defence  by  the  issue  of  £1,400,000 
a  year  for  seven  years,  and  which  was 
to  be  provided  by  taxation,  and  to  be 
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paid  out  of  the  Exchequer  by  Exche* 
quer  issues.  What  bappeoed  ?  The  6o« 
verntinent  decided  to  finish  th<ttr  Pro- 
gramme ID  five  years,  and  they  borrowed 
£3,000,000,  and  at  the  end  of  five  years 
they  had  a  balance  in  hand  for  two  years 
of  £1,400,000  a  year.  Now,  whal  was 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  going 
to  do  ?  He  was  not  going  to  repay 
this  money  by  taxation,  but  he  was 
going  to  take  it  out  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund ;  and  this  sum,  amounting 
to  almost  £3)000,000,  was  being  applied, 
not  to  the  purposes  of  Naval  Defence  or 
the  reduction  of  the  National  Debt,  but 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  financial  pur* 
poses  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. He  did  tiot  say  that  all  the  terrible 
consequences  which  had  been  predicted 
would  follow  from  this  system  of  finance, 
but  he  did  say  that  there  were  so  many 
faults  of  policy  and  construction  and  so 
many  blemishes  in  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  scheme  that  no  course  was 
open  to  him  but  to  give,  as  he  should 
do  with  unqualified  satisfaction,  his  vote 
against  the  Third  Reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  HOLLAND  (Salford,  N.)  said, 
the  hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  B. 
Temple)  had  told  them  that  the  Bill 
would  receive  the  execration  of  genera- 
tion after  generation.  He,  however,  had 
heard  it  stated  that  this  condition  of 
things  could  not  be  of  long  duration. 
Disastrous  it  might  be  for  a  short 
time,  but  not  for  a  long  time, 
because  as  soon  as  the  Party  oppo- 
site came  into  power  they  could,  of 
course,  very  eanily  repair  the  blunders  of 
the  Government.  Apart  from  that,  he 
altogether  failed  to  see  why  the  policy  of 
the  Government  should  receive  the  execra- 
tion of  succeeding  generations  of  legatees. 
The  principle  of  graduation  had  been 
condemned  by  difiereut  speakers  on  the 
ground  that  when  once  tlie  proposal  was 
stapled  one  did  not  know  where  it  would 
stop.  There  was,  however,  the  same 
limit  in  regard  to  the  principle  of 
graduation  as  there  was  in  regard  to  all 
legislation — namely,  tlie  limit  imposed 
by  the  good  sense  of .  the  people  at  large. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  New- 
port (Colonel  Kenyon-Slaney)  had  stated 
that  he  knew  of  two  estates  the  owners 
of  which  had  already  made  arrangements 
for  the  entire  evasion  of  all  Death  Duties. 
Well,  if  the  owners  of  those  estates  were 
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not  going  to  pay  it  was  hard  to  see  how 
they  would  be  hurt  by  the  principle  of 
the  Bill.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
had  appealed  to' the  House  in  the  interests 
of  vtolty.  He  (Mr.  Holland)  should  like 
to  point  out  that  if  realty  had  its  hard- 
ships personalty  also  had  its  hardships, 
and  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  any  favours  to  bestow  he 
thought  that  personalty  would  put  in 
some  claim  for  consideration.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
London  University  had  put  his  finger 
upon  one  of  the  hardships  from  which 
personalty  suffered — namely,  the  prompt 
payment  insisted  upon  when  Death  Duties 
were  levied.  Another  hardship  was  that 
when  the  owners  of  factories  and  other 
buildings  made  their  Income  Tax  Re- 
turn notification  was  allowed  with  regard 
to  the  buildings  themselves,  although  de- 
preciation was  allowed  in  regard  to 
machinery.  This  was  a  matter  in  which 
he  knew  the  manufacturing  districts  felt 
that  they  suffered  a  great  injustice.  He 
was  more  or  less  intimately  acquainted 
with  some  of  the  populous  manufacturing 
centres  of  the  North,  and  there  the  present 
Budget  was  extremely  popular.  The 
people  in  those  centres  had  felt  that  the 
principles  of  taxation  had  hitherto  been 
unjust,  inasmuch  as  some  had  been 
crushed  by  them  while  others  had  barely 
felt  them.  Believing  as  he  did  that  this 
measure  was  one  which,  to  a  large  extent, 
would  redress  this  evil,  and  that  it  was  a 
measure  of  tardy  justice,  he  should  have 
great  pleasure  in  recording  his  vote  in  its 
favour. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BABTLETT 
(Shefiield,  Ecclesall)  said,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down  had  told  the 
House  that  his  experience,  derived  from  a 
knowledgeof  the  great  towns  in  the  North, 
was  that  this  was  a  popular  Budget. 
He  (Sir  E.  Ashmead-Bartlett)  ventured 
to  traverse  that  opinion  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. Possibly,  when  the  Budget  was 
first  mentioned,  and  before  it  was  dis- 
cussed and  understood,  it  might  have  had 
among  a  certain  section  of  the  Radical 
Party  some  popularity,  but  that  popularity 
had  been  steadily  waning,  and  it  was 
likely,  at  no  distant  date,  to  become  one 
of  the  most  unpopular  Budgets  ever  pro- 
duced in  this  country.  It  was  called  a 
democratic  Budget,  but  it  was  only 
democratic  in  one  sense-^namely,  that  it 
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did  the  greatest  injury  possible  to  the 
greatest  number  of  people.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  was  probably  the  worst  Budget 
that  was  ever  prodooed,  and  every  fresh 
examination  of  it  had  disclosed  fresh  in- 
equalities, fresh  inconsistencies,  fresh  in- 
justices, and  fresh  ignorance  of  its  mean- 
ing and  its  results  on  the  part  of  its 
authors.  The  veneer  with  which  the 
Budget  was  first  covered  had '  worn  off, 
and  the  country  had  at  last  discovered 
how  harmful  it  would  be  to  a 
great  number  of  i uteres ts^  Its  e^ct 
must  certainly  be  to  injure  the  agricul- 
tural interest  of  the  country  ;  it  must 
tend  to  drive  capital  from  the  land  ;  it 
would  undoubtedly  close  many  country 
houses,  and  it  would  throw  out  of  em- 
ployment hundreds  and  thousands  of  the 
working  classes  -*-  household  servants, 
farm  labourers,  and  a  great  number  of 
working  men  who,  with  their  families, 
found  useful  and  beneficial  employment  in 
and  around  country  houses  and  landed 
estates.  These  facts  were  not,  perhaps,  as 
rapidly  as  could  be  wished,  but  still  steadily 
and  jurely  being  grasped  and  understood  by 
the  people,  and  especially  by  the  agricul- 
tural labourers,  and  when  they  were  fully 
understood  by  them  he  did  not  envy  the 
position  of  the  authors  of  the  Budget. 
The  only  class  that  would  benefit  by  the 
Budget  was  that  of  the  lawyers^  In 
every  part  of  the  land  they  were  now 
engaged  with  the  wills,  settlements,  and 
other  deeds  which  would  have  to  be 
altered  in  consequence  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Budget,  and  he  believed  also  that 
they  were  very  largely  examining  into 
the  means  of  evading  it.  It  was  an 
extraordinary  thing  that  this  Govern- 
ment of  all  others  should  deal  this  most 
injurious  if  not  fatal  blow  at  the  agricul- 
tural interest,  because  they  came  into 
power  very  largely  owing  to  the  exces- 
stive  promises  with  which  they  had  de- 
luged the  agricultural  constituencies. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  Budget 
«ver  seen  in  modern  times,  as  it  involved 
£102,700,000.  Whilst  their  predecessors 
reduced  taxation  in  every  direction — 
•direct,  indirect,  and  local  alike — the 
present  Government  were  increasing  taxa- 
tion on  all  sides  ;  and  so  increasing  it  as 
to  inflict  the  maximum  of  taxation  with  the 
minimum  of  benefit.  Thus,  from  their  new 
Income  Tax  they  would  raise  £1,780,000, 
but  only  £320,000  of  this  would  go  into  the 


Exchequer.  The  graduated  Death  Duties, 
which  were  the  principal  features  in  the 
so-called  democratic  Budget,  were  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  place  the  greatest  possible 
burden  upon  the  land  and  also  to  give 
the  greatest  possible  stimulus  to  evasion. 
Personal  property  might  possibly  succeed 
in  evading  these  crushing  and  unjust 
duties,  and  he  believed  it  was  no  secret 
that  schemes  were  at  present  being 
devised  by  ingenious  minds  throughout 
the  country  for  evading  the  duties. 
Land,  however,  could  not  evade  them, 
enormous  and  crushing  as  they  were, 
and  imposed  as  they  were  at  a  time 
when,  owing  to  agricultural  depression, 
land  was  least  able  to  bear  them.  He 
wonlcT  give  only  one  instance  to  show 
how  the  burden  would  fall  upon  land. 
He  would  take  the  case  of  a  landed 
estate  valued  at  £1,000,000.  This  pro- 
perty would  on  an  average  produce 
about  £22,500  a  year.  He  assumed  that 
the  estate  was  burdened  with  mortgages 
amounting  to  £500,000,  the  interest  on 
which  would  be  £17,500,  leaving  the 
land  owners  a  net  income  of  exactly 
£5,000  a  year.  Under  the  new  Estate 
Dnties  the  successor  would  be  called 
upon  to  pay  on  the  £500,000  which  was 
free  from  mortgage  at  the  rate  of  7  per 
cent.,  and  he  would  therefore  have  to 
meet  a  burden  of  £^5,000,  having  only 
£5,000  a  year  to  pay  it  with  ;  conse- 
quently, he  would  have  to  pay  away  in 
duty  seven  times  his  annual  income,  and  if 
the  instalments  were  distributed  over  a 
period  of  eight  years  he  would  be  left 
with  the  magnificent  sum  of  £625  a  year 
during  the  eight  years  after  paying  the 
Death  Duty.  If  in  addition  to  the  original 
misfortune  of  the  imposition  of  this  costly 
burden  there  should,  owing  to  a  series  of 
deaths,  be  a  series  of  Succession -Duties 
to  pay  there  was  probably  no 
large  landed  estate  which  would  be  able 
to  bear  the  burden,  and  the  result  would 
undoubtedly  be  the  forced  sale  of  the 
property  and  its  distribution.  If  the 
Government  were  compelled  to  impose  a 
graduated  duty,  surely  a  graduated  In- 
come Tax  would'  have  been  much  fairer, 
because  it  would  have  fallen  upon  the 
great  Radical  plutocrats  who  had  enor- 
mous incomes  and  who  now  could  easily 
escape  the  payment  of  this  duty  by  in- 
vesting rtieir  money  abroad  or  by  trans- 
ferring/ it  during  their  lifetime,  or  adopting 
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any  of  the  other  devioes  which  were  now 
under  the  consideration  of  lawyers,  and 
of  those  who  w|sbed  to  evade  tiie  tax. 
The  Government  had,  on  the  one  hand, 
tried  to  play  to  the  Gallery  by  bringing 
forward  a  sham  demooratic  scheme, 
aod  on  the  other  band  they  had  tried 
to  avoid  taxing  their  own  rioh  sup- 
porters, who  made  such  huge  inoomed 
out  of  ''the  toil  and  sweat  of  the 
people."  The  extra  Beer  Duty  ^woiild, 
like  the  Death  Duty,  fall  with  especial 
severity  on  the  agricultural  interest.  The 
undoubted  result  of  the  imposition  of  the 
extra  Beer  Duty  would  be  to  drive  good 
English  barley  out  of  employment  in  the 
manufacture  of  beer,  and  to  encourage 
the  use  of  wheat,  foreign  barley  and;what 
was  worse,  foreign  maize,  sugar,  and  rice. 
The  Budget  was  in  reality  an  all-round 
attack  upon  agriculture,  made  at  a  time 
when  agriculture  was  suffering  most. 
The  effect  of  the  Estate  Duties  would  be 
to  drive  capital  away  to  foreign  countries 
to  produce  much  less  rerenue  than  the 
Government  anticipated,  to  cause  many 
country  houses  to  be  shut  up,  to  break 
up  landed  properties,  and  to  throw  out 
of  employment  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  industrious  persons.  Reference  had 
already  been  made  to  the  juggling  with 
the  Sinking  Fund  that  had  taken  place 
with  the  Budget.  The  Government  were 
taking  from  the  Naval  and  Imperial 
Defence  Fund  the  money  that  had  been 
allocated  to  them,  and  were  devoting  it 
to  other  purposes,  whilst  they  were 
placing  a  considerable  sum  upon  the 
general  taxation  of  the  country.  The 
way  iu  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer got  his  balance  was  most  ex- 
traordinary. He  deliberately  took  the 
sum  of  £289,000,  which  remained  un- 
spent last  year  under  the  Naval  Defence 
Act,  put  it  to  the  other  side  of  the  account, 
and  treated  it  as  an  asset  this  year.  In 
conclusion,  he  afRrmed  that  the  Budget 
was  most  crudely  and  imperfectly  con- 
structed, that  it  inflicted  a  maximum  of 
taxation  and  distress  with  a  minimum  of 
result  and  benefit,  that  its  authors  had 
been  proved  to  be  on  many  critical 
points  ignorant  of  its  meaning  and  its 
consequences.  It  imposed  heavy  and 
intolerable  burdens  on  the  land  at  a 
time  when  the  land  was  least  able  to 
bear  them,  and  no  class  would  suffer 
more  heavily  from  it  than  the  agricul- 
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tural  labourer.  It  would  favour  the 
agricultnra)  products  of  foreign  countries 
at  the  cost  of  British  agriculture.  It 
would  fall  with  excessive  severity  on 
real  property  and  would  favour  personal 
property.  It  would  impose  heavy  taxa- 
tion, only  a  Fmall  portion  of  which 
would  go  into  the  Exchequer.  It  would 
tend  to  fraud  and  would  provoke  evasion. 
It  was  in  no  sense  democratic,  be- 
cause it  would  benefit  but  few  and  in- 
jure many  of  our  people. 

•Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON  (vSt.  Pancras, 
N.)  said,  the  main  principle  of  the  Budget 
was  to  tax  the  capital  value  of  property 
right  through.  Personal  property  had 
hitherto  been  taxed  on  its  capital  value, 
and  the  Grovernment  said  they  saw  no 
i*eason  why  real  property  should  not  also 
be  taxed  on  its  capital  value.  That  was  a 
proposition  which  was  rather  difficult  to 
meet,  because,  broadly  speaking,  pro- 
perty was  property  whether  it  was  realty 
or  personalty,  but  in  dealing  with  it  for 
purposes  of  taxation  one  had  to  consider 
the  character  and  nature  of  realty  as 
distinguished  from  personalty.  Hitherto 
personal  property  had  been  taxed  in  this 
particular  way  because  it  could  be  fairly 
taxed  in  that  way,  while  real  property 
hud  been  taxed  in  a  different  way  be- 
cause it  had  had  to  bear  other  burdens, 
and  because  it  would  have  been  not 
only  difficult,  but  unfair  to  tax  it  in 
the  same  way  as  personal  property. 
Millions  of  personal  property  could  be 
transferred  with  a  penny  receipt  stamp, 
but  when  real  property  came  into  the 
question  it  had  to  be  transferred  in  a 
different  way  and  had  to  bear  heavy 
Stamp  Duties.  No  doubt,  certain  personal 
property  bore  certain  Stamp  Duties,  but 
the  bulk  of  it  was  transferred  without 
reference  to  Stamp  Duties.  Again,  until 
recent  years  real  property  had  borne  the 
whole  burden  of  local  taxation.  It  was 
now  proposed  to  put  the  Death  Duty  upon 
the  capital  value  of  real  property.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  thoroughly  understood 
and  remembered  that  in  this  democratic 
Budget  land  was  treated  as  ordinary 
property.  Vague  statements  were  some* 
times  made  to  the  effect  that  land  was  a 
special  kind  of  property.  It  would  now 
be  very  difficult  for  those  who  talked 
about  land  nationalisation  and  ^Mand 
restoration^'  and  "the  single  tax"  to 
refer  to  real  property  as  being  ear-marked 
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ppopaty  in  which  the  State  had  a  par* 
ticalar  interest  iiod  the  iadlYidaal  only  a 
limited  intoreet;  therefooe,  underlying 
this  Budget  there  was  another  Jarge 
priaoiple  —  namely,  the  recognition  of 
the  complete  ownership  of  real  property. 
This  was  a  proposition  which  he  thought 
would  not  be  at  all  acceptable  to  those 
who  held  the  peculiar  views  about  land 
to  which  he'  referred.  It  was  impossible 
to  tax  the  holders  and  occupiers  of  landed 
property  in  the  drastic  and  eomplete  way 
proposed  on  principles  of  equality  with* 
out  recognising  the  ownership  of  pro- 
perty in  connection  with  Itttid,  What 
he  complained  of  in  connection  with  the 
principles  of  the  Government  was  that 
they  did  not  have,  regard  to  all  the  eir« 
cumstances  or  difficulties  connected  with 
particular  cUsses  of  landed  property  • 
Whilst  he  was  prepared  to  recognise  the 
fairness  of  increased  taxation  with  re- 
ference to  certain  classes  of  landed  pro- 
perty, he  thought  there  should  have  been 
a  certain  amount  of  discrimiuation  with 
regard  to  other  landed  property.  But 
as  to  that  he  would  make  a  few  obser- 
vations later  on.  The  principle  of  aggre- 
gation of  property  adopted  in  the  Budget 
was  open,  he  thought,  te  a  good  deal  of 
criticism.  So  far  as  he  could  understand, 
it  appeared  to  be  an  entirely  new  prin- 
ciple. It  was  quite  reasonable  to  aggre- 
gate property  that  came  from  the  same 
man  and  went  to  the  same  class  of 
people ;  but  it  was  an  entirely  different 
thing  to  aggregate  property  coming  from 
different  people,  going  to  people  not  con- 
nected with  each  other,  and  only  passing 
on  the  accidental  circumstance  of  the  deatb 
of  a  person  who  might  be  only  the  tem- 
porary occupant,  or  who  was  temporarily 
interested  in  the  property ;  that  was  a  very 
difficult  principle  to  carry  out  without  a 
great  deal  of  injustice.  The  proposal 
was  to  aggregate  settled  property  in  which 
a  man  might  have  only  a  small  interest 
with  property  of  his  own  which  was 
under  his  absolute  coutrol.  The  interest 
the  man  might  have  might  be  only  tem- 
porary, yet  under  this  Bill  it  was  aggre- 
gated with  his  own  property  for  the  pur- 
pose of  increasing  the  rate  of  duty  which 
both  properties  would  have  to  pay.  For 
the  life  of  him  he  could  oot  see  the 
justice  of  that  policy.  Another  principle 
in  the  Bill  was  that  of  graduation. 
He  admitted  that  graduation  was  a  prin- 


ciple that  had  a  certain  hold  upon  the 
popular  party,  and  he  thought  that  if 
they  could  carry  out  the  principle  of 
graduation  it  would  not  be  unacceptable. 
Most' of  them  would  admit  that,  broadly 
speaking,  property  should  pay  a  higher 
rate  of  duty  upon  passing  at  death,  but 
the  question  was  what  was  the  rate  of 
duty  that  should  be  paid,  and  by  whpm 
should  it  be  paid  ?  Under  the  present  Bill 
the  graduation  was  calculated  with  regard 
to  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  property 
of  the  deceased  ;  it  should  be  according  to 
the  amount  of  benefit  received  by  the  in- 
dividual and  not  according  to  the  amount 
of  the  estate  from  which  that  benefit  was 
derived.  The  Government  had  carried 
out  their  views  and  applied  the  principles 
of  the  Probate  Duty,  which  hitherto  had 
applied  to  personalty  only,  to  this  new 
Estate  Duty,  and  he  could,  not  help 
thinking  that  in  many  cases  that  would 
work  a  good  deal  of  iu justice.  On  the 
Report  stage  they  had  considerable  dis- 
cussion on  the  hard  case  of  the  payment 
of  duty  on  the  passage  of  property 
from  the  wife  to  the  husband,  or  from 
the  husband  to  the  wife.  He  believed 
that  the  natural  feeling  of  the  community 
would  be  very  much  opposed  to  the  Go- 
vernment on  this  question,  and  every 
husband  succeediug  to  property  from  his 
wife,  or  every  wife  who  succeeded  to 
property  from  the  husband,  would  feel  a 
sense  of  injustice  at  having  to  bear  a 
tax,  and  an  increased  tax  which,  but  for 
this  Bill,  would  not  have  had  to  be 
borne.  A  good  deal  had  been  said 
as  to  the  bearings  of  this  Budget 
upon  land.  He  had  already  said  in  the 
House  more  than  once  that  he  thought 
town  property  could  bear  more  taxatiou  ; 
that  was  in  accordance  with  the  principle 
of  putting  the  taxation  on  the  shoulders 
of  those  who  could  afford  to  bear  it,  but 
the  Government  did  not  discriminate 
between  town  property  and  the  class  of 
property  they  had  in  the  rural  districts* 
which  at  present,  as  was  generally 
admitted,  was  suffering  under  the  most 
grievous  depression,  and  they  chose  to 
lay  down  a  hard  and  fast  rule  that  while 
it  raised  the  taxation  on  town  property 
also  raised  texation  upon  couotry  pro- 
perty. He  said  uqhesitatingly  as  a  town 
member  that  the  people  in  the  towns  had 
the  greatest  feelings  of  regard  and  sym* 
pathy  for   the  people  of  the  agricultural 
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districts^  as  they  knew  that  if  the 
difficulties  in  the  agrieoltural  dis-* 
tricts  were  increased  it  must  drive 
the  people  into  the  towns  to  swell 
an  already  congested  labour  market. 
The  interest  of  the  people  in  the  towns 
was  not  to  oppress  the  people  in  the 
agricultural  districts  and  make  the  condi- 
tions of  life  by  taxation  so  hard  that  the 
people  were  driven  from  them  ;  but  their 
interest  was  to  keep  the  people  in  the 
agricultural  districts.  The  desire  of  the 
people  of  the  towns  was  that  the  people 


were  passing  Parish  >  Gonnoils  Bills, 
Small  Holdings  Bills,  and  hold- 
ing out  all  sorts  of  inducements  to  the 
agricultural  labourers  to  remain  in  the 
agricultural  districts,  at  the  same  time 
they  were  initiating  a  system  of  taxa- 
tion, without  discrimination,  which  would 
help  to  drive  the  agricultural  labourers 
into  the  towns.  He  thankfully  accepted 
the  concessions  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  made  both  with  reference 
to  Schedule  A  and  Schedule  B,  but  he 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 


in  the  country  should  be  under  no  taxa-  |  have  gone  a  little  further  with  reference 


tion  that  was  not  perfectly  fair  and  con- 
siderate to  them,  having  regard  to  the 
depression  from  which  the  whole  agri- 
cultural interest  was  suffering.  He  might 
be  told  this  taxation  only  affected  the 
landowners.  Immediately  it  did  only 
affect  the  landowners,  but  indirectly  it 
affected  the  people  employed  by  the 
landowners  and  all  the  rural  popu- 
lation, because  as  a  landowner  had  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  these  Death 
Duties,  it  would  mean  that  this  provision 
would  have  to  -come  out  of  the  income  of 
the  estate,  and  therefore  a  less  number  of 
persons  would  be  employed  in  the  agri- 
cultural districts.  That,  he  thought, 
would  appeal  to  the  common  sense  of 
Members  representing  town  constitnen-  I  in 
cies.  He  saw  a  letter  in  The  Times 
from  a  landowner,  who  stated  that  in  the 
last  eight  or  10  years  he  had  expended 
upon  the  improveipent  of  farm-houses, 
cottages,,  and  in  varioUs  other  ways  upon 
his  estate,  some  thousands  of  pounds 
which  had  not  produced  one  shilling 
additional  income.  He  had  kept  six  men 
regularly  employed  in  making  these  im- 
provements ;  but  after  this  Budget 
passed,  having  to  set  apart  some  of  his 
income  to  meet  the  Death  Duties,  he 
would  have  to  get  rid  of  four  out  of  the 
«ix  men  he  now  employed.  What  were 
these  men  to  do  ?  He  quite  admitted 
they  might  say  this  landowner  employed 
these  men  because  he  thought  it  was  in 
his  own  interests  to  do  so  ;  but  there 
was  no  doubt  it  was  done  for  other 
reasons  as  well,  and  his  contention 
was  that  the  effect  of  the  Budget  would  /  duated 
be  to  reduce  in  a  similar  way  the  expen- 
diture of  a  large  number  of  landowners 
throughout  the  country,  and  thus  drive 
a  certain  proportion  of  unemployed 
men    into     the    towns.       Whilst     they 
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to  Schedule  A.  He  was  not  complaining 
— in  fact,  he  gratefully  accepted  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  done  ;  but 
he  thought  that  the  scale  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  laid  down,  whilst  it 
would  be  perfectly  fair  and  reasonable 
with  respect  to  the  better  class  property, 
would  not  be  sufficiently  considerate  to  the 
poorer  class  of  property.  He  could  take 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  old-fashioned 
cottages,  which  were  let  at  low  rents, 
where  the  repairs  to  keep  them  up 
amount  to  something  like  20  to  30 
per  cent.  They  ought,  according  to 
some  modern  notions,  to  be  pulled  down  ; 
but  inasmuch  as  they  were  old-fashioned, 
roomy  places  that  the  tenants  had  lived 
from  20  to  60  years,  they  did  not 
wish  them  to  be  pulled  down; 
therefore  they  were  patched  up 
from  time  to  time,  the  owner  expend- 
ing from  20  to  30  per  cent,  upon  the 
repairs.  This  class  of  cottage  could  be 
found  all  over  the  country,  and  though 
the  hard-and-fast  rule  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  might  in  many  cases  be  fair 
and  reasonable,  in  others,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  case  of  this  kind  of  cottage 
property,  the  relief  would  not  be  sufficient. 
Therefore,  he  was  sorry  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  not  adopted 
the  broad  proposition  of  charging  Income 
Tax  under  Schedule  A  upon  the  clear 
net  income  derived  rather  than  upon  the 
gross,  with  a  certain  proportionate  abate- 
ment. There  had  evidently  been  a  con- 
fusion of  principles  in  the  mind  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  to  a  gra- 
Ineome  Tax.  Did  he  accept 
this  new  Estate  Drty  in  lieu  of  a 
graduated  Income  Tax  ?  If  the  right 
Hon.  Gentleman  really  believed  in  such  a 
tax  he  ought  to  have  brought  it  forward 
instead  of  this  deferred  Income  Tax.  He 
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bad  heard  in  this  discussion  that  what- 
ever else  the  Bill  might  do  it  would  do 
something  for  the  lawyers.  He  hoped  it 
might,  for  speakii^  as  a  lawyer  he  could 
say  they  were  a  class  of  people  whose 
business  at  the  present  time  was  not  very 
flourishing.  Therefore,  if  the  effect 
of  this  Bill  was  to  give  them  some  in- 
creased business  he  personally,  on  behalf 
of  his  fraternity,  thanked  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  but  he  did  not  know 
that  the  public  would  thank  him. 
Standing  here  he  spoke  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  public  and  not  as  a  lawyer, 
and  he  said  that  any  Act  of  Parliament 
which  immediately  set  the  lawyers  to 
work  to  find  out  a  meaus  of  evading 
it  stood  condemned,  to  some  extent 
at  ail  events.  He  believed  that  the 
lawyers  would  have  a  good  deal  to  do 
with  the  working  of  the  Act,  and  that 
the  ingenuity  of  the  lawyers  would  be 
able  to  entrench  on  the  income  which  the 
Clianoellor  of  the  Exchequer  hoped  to 
derive  from  this  Bill.  Speakiug 
generally,  this  Bill  was  one  that  he 
did  not  believe  would  briug  in  the 
large  sum  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer hoped  ;  it  would  upset  all  sorts  of 
arrangements  all  over  the  country, 
and  greatly  interfere  with  many 
busiuess  transactions.  It  professed 
to  carry  out  large  principles,  but  it 
would  carry  them  out  in  a  very  unsatis- 
factory way,  and  would  be  found  to  bear 
very  heavily  on  certain  classes  and  certain 
Interests  in  the  country.  He  thought 
the  great  talent  and  ability  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemao  might  have  invented  a 
.  Budget  that  would  have  been  more  satis- 
factory than  the  one  he  had  brought 
forward,  and  therefore  he  should  not  sup- 
port the  Third  Reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  H.  foster  (Suffolk,  Lowes- 
toft) said,  he  should  not  have  interposed 
but  for  an  observation  that  fell  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Woodbridge  Divi- 
sion of  Suffolk  (Mr.  Everett),  which 
might  be  misleading.  The  hon.  Member 
said  his  one  ground  of  support  of  this 
particular  Budget  was  that  it  would  do 
a  great  deal  for  the  agricultural  labourer. 
It  was  trde  that  the  hon.  Member  did 
not  condescend  to  give  particulars  how 
the  agricultural  labourer  was  to  be 
benefited   by  any  particular  provision  in 
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this  Budget,  and  he  would  therefore  ask 
him  to  state  how  he  made  out  that  the 
agricultural  labourer  would  be  bene- 
fited by  any  provision  contained  in 
this  Budget.  Would  the  hon.  Gentleman 
attempt  to  sajr  that  in  his  County  of 
Suffolk,  a  portion  of  which  he  re^«- 
sented,  that  any  benefit  would  be  con- 
ferred on  the  labourer  ?  During  the  last 
few  years  a  large  area  of  land  in  the 
county  had  gradually  gone  out  of  culti- 
vatioD,  and  was  still  going  out  of  culti- 
vation, because  the  owners  found  that 
land  cultivation  did  not  pay.  If  the  hon. 
Member  admitted  that  the  result  of  this 
decreasing  area  of  land  under  cultivation 
was  to  drive  a  large  number  of  labourers 
off  the  soil,  to  make  the  conditions  of 
their  employment  and  their  mode  of  life 
harder,  then  he  would  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber and  the  House  to  consider  what  the 
effect  of  such  legislation  as  this  Budget 
must  be  upon  the  lives  of  such  men  as 
the  agricultural  labourer.  To  his  mind 
this  Budget  illustrated  the  cardinal  dif* 
ference  between  this  and  the  other  side 
of  the  House.  He  submitted  there  was 
this  great  difFerence  in  the  policy  of  the 
two  great  Parties  in  the  State  :  gentle- 
men opposite  were  in  favour  of  increas- 
ing the  burdens  of  taxation,  while  they 
on  that  side  were  in  favour  of  lighten- 
ing and  alleviating  those  burdens.  They 
believed  that  land  at  present  was  over- 
burdened, and  if  they  were  to  increase 
the  area  of  land  under  cultivation 
and  to  attract  back  to  the  land  the 
labourer  and  capital  they  must  lighten 
the  burden  that  at  present  pressed  so 
heavily  upon  land.  By  this  Budget  the 
burdens  on  land  would  not  be  lightened 
but  increased  by  the  taxation  imposed, 
and,  that  l»eing  so,  he  wished  to  know 
how  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Wood- 
bridge  Division  of  Suffolk  (Mr.  Everett) 
was  going  to  make  good  his  claim  that 
this  was  a  poor  man*s  Budget  in  the 
sense  that  it  was  going  to  Inrnefit  the 
agricultural  labourer  ?  That  argument 
was  elaborated  somewhat  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  who  made  a 
speech  which  was  not  only  important  in 
character,  but  contained  a  vast  amount  of 
matter  of  the  greatest  historical  interest, 
but  towards  the  conclusion  of  his  speech 
L 
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the  right  hou.  Gentleman  fell  into  what 
be  might  call^  with  all  respect  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  political  dap-trap 
of  the  worst  possible  description,  for  he 
raised   the  argument   with   which    they 
were  so  familiar,  of  the  rich  against  the 
poor,  and  in  conclusion  he  made  some 
observations,     mostly     written,    in    the 
nature  of  a  peroration  which  appeared  to 
him  (Mr.  Foster)  more  in  the  nature  of 
an   election   address   than   a   speech   in 
support  of  a  serious  Government  measure. 
What  was  the  right  hon.  Gentleman*s 
argument — what  did  he  wish  to  convey, 
not  to  Members  of  this  House,  but  to  the 
general  public  ?  That  this  was  a  Budget 
to   the   interest    and  advantage   of   the 
majority    who   were    poor    against    the 
minority  of  the  people  who  were  rich, 
and  he  wished  to  ask  the  House  what 
was  there  in  this  Budget  to  justify  the 
observation   that  the    Budget    was    in 
favour  of  the  poor    man  ?     Supposing 
that  was  so,  was  the  Budget  wise  or  just 
because    the   poor  man   was   the    more 
numerous   class  in  this   country  ?     But 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  proceed 
to  illustrate  his  point  nor  did  he  proceed 
to  deal  materially  with   the  illustration 
used   from    the   writings   of   Mr.   John 
Stuart  Mill  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  London  University 
(Sir  J.  Lubbock).     The  argument    ad- 
duced from  the  writings  of    Mr.   John 
Stuart  Mill  was  that  taxation  should  be 
graduated  in  proportion  to  the  means  of 
the  person  who   was   taxed.     But  this 
fallacy  seemed  to  underlay  the  argument 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
they  should  proceed  on  the   basis,   not 
that    they     were    taxing     the    living, 
but     that     they      were     taxing      the 
man    who    was    dead    and     gone.     In 
the  graduated   Probate   Duty  that  was 
the  principle  upon  which  he  had  acted. 
A  man  who  was  alive  and   possessed  a 
certain  amount    of    money,    should    be 
taxed   according   to    his   means.     They 
were  all  in  favour  of  graduated   taxation 
if  it  were  so  applied,  and  it  was  a  mis- 
representation  of    their   views  on    that 
(the  Opposition)  side  of  the  House  to  say 
that  they  were  opposed  to  the  principle 
of  graduated  taxation.      But  what  they 
did  protest  against  was  that  a  man  who 
was  left  a  legacy  by  a  rich  man  should 
have  to  pay  a  larger  Estate   Duty  than 
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if  the  legacy  had  been  left  him  by  a  poor 
man.      It  was  a  misapplioatioo   of  the 
principle  of  graduation  to  tax  a  man  to 
whom  property  was  left,  not  because  he 
had  been  left  a  large  amount  of  property 
but  because  the  man  who  had  left  it  to 
him   was   a  rich  man.      That  was  not 
taxing  the  rich  and  relieving  the  poor, 
but  it  might  well  be  that  it  was  taxing 
a  poor  man  because  a  rich  man  happened 
to  have  left  him  a  small  legacy.      He 
rose  principally  for  the  purpose  of  pro* 
testing  against  that  part  of  this  Budget 
which  increased  the  taxation  upon  land, 
and  which  thereby  must   have  the  ten- 
dency of  driving  more  land  out  of  culti- 
vation,  and   by   that  means   make   the 
occupation  of  the  agricultural   labourer 
a  more  difficult  one ;  which  must  send 
the  labourers  more  from  the  country  into 
the  towns  than  was  even  the   case  at 
the  present  moment,  and  he  ventured  to 
say  when  the  principles  of  this  Budget 
were  understood — as  they  were  gradually 
being    understood — by   the   agricultural 
community,  so   far   from    thanking    the 
Government  for  having  done  anything  to 
relieve  them,  they  would  recognise  that 
the    very    reverse    was    the    case,    and 
they     would     bring     pressure    to    bear 
upon     their    representatives      for     the 
purpose  of  securing  the  repeal  of  the  un- 
just provisions  of  this  measure,  so  far  as 
they   affected   the  agricultural  districts, 
and  directing  legislation  towards  relieving 
the  present  burdens  upon  land. 

•Mr.  BIRRELL  (Fife,  W.)  did  not 
think  he  should  have  ventured  to  inter- 
vene in  this  Debate  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  fiery  sarcasm  thrown  across  the  floor 
of  the  House  by  an  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  he  did  not  see  now  in  his 
place,  who  spoke  of  the  dumb  fidelity  of 
the  supporters  of  Her  Majesty *s  Govern- 
ment. Au  insult  of  that  character  could 
only  be  avenged  in  words.  He  should  there- 
fore avail  himself  of  the  few  minutes  at  his 
disposal  to  say  one  or  two  words  in  sup- 
port of  the  general  principles  of  the 
Budget.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
West  Derby  Division  of  Liverpool,  who 
spoke  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  Debat  e, 
and  who  made  himself,  as  he  was  per- 
fectly entitled  to  do,  the  mouthpiece  of 
agricultural   distress,   which  existed,  he 
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dared  say,  ia  thU  coautry,  seemed  8onie« 
times  to  forget  that  be  no  longer  repre- 
sented an  agricaltiin^l  constitaencj,  but 
was  now  in  the  proud  position  of  repre- 
senting an  arbitrarily  -  selected  spot  of 
ground,  covered,  so  far  as  be  remembered 
^-Aod  at  one  time  he  knew  it  well — with 
dinjEy  houses  and  four^-rate  shops  many 
<rf  leasehold  tenure.  He  could  assure  ihe 
hon«  Member  that  if  he  would  direct  his 
attention  to  the  distress  which  existed  in 
his  own  constituency,  arising  from  the 
great  depreciation  in  the  value  of  house 
property  in  the  West  Derby  Division  of 
jLiverpool,  he  would  find  that  the  agricul- 
tural interest  was  my  no  means  the  only 
distressed  indusitry  at  the  present  time, 
^one  the  less  these  leaseholders  had  for 
a  long  period  of  years,  without  any  pro- 
test from  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  been 
obliged  to  pay — ^he  did  not  say  they  were 
<sontent  to  pay — :Probate  Duty  upon  their 
property.  They  had  paid  probate  always. 
Sometimes,  as  in  the  case  of  a  lease  for 
99  years,  the  leasehold  interest  might 
very  likely  have  paid  Probate  Duty  four 
times  over,  whilst  the  freeholder,  who  had 
derived  during  the  whole  of  that  99  years 
the  rent  of  the  property,  had  paid  no  Pro- 
bate Duty  whatever.  The  hon.  Member 
eoknowledges  that  this  was  a  great  in- 
justice ;  txe  said  he  recognised  the  fact 
that  this  distinction  between  the  free- 
bold  and  leasehold  interest  in  land  was 
entirely  arbitrary,  and  that  he  could  con- 
«eive  of  no  reason  why  the  freehold  in- 
terest should  be  exempted  from  the  im- 
post which  the  leasehold  interest  had  to 
bear.  The  hon.  Member  asserted  that 
the  principle  of  this  Budget  was  unjust, 
And  yet  he  recognised  that  this  great  in- 
justice was  being  remedied.  He  wanted 
to  know  how  the  hon.  Member  could 
make  out  that  this  Budget,  which  was 
the  first  Budget  which  remedied  this 
injustice,  was  framed  on  an  unjust 
principle.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  St.  George^s 
recognised  the  injustice  of  this  state  of 
things  just  as  much  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  West  Derby  Division.  But  for 
his  part,  he  confessed  he  cared  very 
little  for  Chancellors  of  the  Ex- 
chequer who  only  recognised  injustices 
— he  preferred  those  who  remedied  them. 
The  great  principle-  of  the  Budget,  apart 
from  details  and  minor  injustices,  was 
that  all  property,   by    whatever    name 


lawyers  chose  to  call  it,  should  bear  the 
same  tax  .  upon  its  principal  value.  No 
one  had  risen  in  his  place  to  say  that  that 
principle  was  unjust.  On  the  contraryi 
he  thought  that  almost  all  the  speakers 
who  had  taken  part  ia  the  discussion  h^d 
one  and  all  recognised  that  that  was  the 
proper  principle  to  act  upon  if  it  was 
only  possible  to  apply  it.  Everybody 
agreed  that  all  property  alike  should 
pay  whatever  Death  Duties  the  State 
might  think  fit  to  impose  upon 
the  principal  value.  No  one  would 
say  that  any  class  of  property 
ai  this  kind,  was  entitled  to  be  exempted 
from  a  just  and  fair  impost,  consequently 
they  started  with  a  general  admission 
that  if  it  was  possible  of  application  the 
principle  of  this  Budget  was  a  fair  one. 
No  one  would  now  contend  that  there 
was  anything  in  the  nature  of  freehold 
interests  in  land  which  entitled  them  to 
be  treated  apart  from  other  kinds  of 
property.  Household  franchise  had 
rendered  all  such  arguments  impossible. 
He  was  perfectly  well  aware  there  was  a 
time  when  the  landed  interest  in  that 
House  spoke  in  a  very  different  tone, 
when  it  was  thought  a  shocking  thing 
that  land  should  bear  these  imposts, 
because  it  was  asserted  that  any  tax  upon 
land  robbed  the  heir,  and  he  had  a 
position  in  that  House  which  the  heir  to 
personalty  had  not — namely,  that  of  a 
person  entitled  to  protection.  So  much 
was  be  entitled  to  protection,  that  it  was 
only  after  a  long  controversy,  extending 
over  a  number  of  years  in  that  House, 
that  freehold  lands  were  made  liable  to 
pay  the  debts  of  a  deceased  proprietor. 
When  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  introduced  a 
Bill  to  make  the  estates  of  dead  men 
available  assets  for  the  payment  of  debts, 
no  less  a  man  than  Mr.  George  Canning 
declared  that  he  saw  in  the  Bill  a  distinct 
attempt  to  sacrifice  the  landed  to  the 
commercial  interest,  a  project  which 
would  undoubtedly  ruin  the  landed 
interest,  and  which  would  introduce  into 
this  country  all  the  horrors  of  the  French 
Revolution.  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  like  a 
wise  man,  bowed  to  the  storm,  and  was 
content  to  confine  his  reform  to  one  small 
point.  He  brought  in  a  Bill  to  make 
freehold  estates  of  deceased  tradesmen 
assets  to  pay  their  debts.  The  House  of 
Commons  passed  that  Bill,  and  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly  went  home  and  recorded  in  his 
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diary  that  the  Houi^e  of  Commons  wae$  a 
queer  Assemhly,  bnt  at  all  events  it  had 
some  sense  of  honour,  for  it  did  not  mind 
making  a  tradesman  pays  his  debts.  It 
-was  not  until  many  years  after  that  time 
that  the  House  of  Commotis  could  be  in- 
duced even  to  go  so  far  as  to  make  the 
lands  of  a  deceased  freeholder  assets  to  pay 
his  debts.  The  reason  ^ras  the  same^- 
namely,  that  it  would  be  robbing  the  heir. 
The  heir  had  to  be  considered.  He  had 
made  his  plans  on  the  assumption  that  he 
would  inherit  the  estate  of  his  ancestors  ; 
perhaps  he  had  entered  into  a  matrimo- 
nial alliance  and  begotten  children  and 
incurred  liabilities  and  responsibilities  on 
the  assumption  that  he  was  to  inherit  an 
estate  of  a  particular  value,  and  anything 
that  would  take  away  that  value  was  a 
thing  to  be  deprecated.  He  mentioned 
that  to  show  it  was  impossible  now,  at 
this  date,  when  all  proposals  had  to  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  a  large  mass  of 
people,  for  the  landed  interest  to  talk  in 
that  way  any  longer.  They  had  con- 
sequently now  based  their  objections  to 
being  taxed  upon  the  principal  value  of 
their  land  on  the  extreme  difficulty  that 
existed  in  ascertaining  what  that  value  was. 
He  was  perfectly  ready  to  admit  that  that 
difficulty  might  exist  in  a  small  number 
of  cases,  but  it  must  be  a  very  small 
number  indeed.  If  they  could  ascertain 
the  probate  vahie  of  a  leasehold  estate 
held  for  999  years,  there  would  be  no 
great  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  value 
of  a  similar  estate  held  for  ever,  and,  in 
fact,  even  the  landed  interests  themselves, 
when  they  desired  to  obtain  a  mortgage 
on  their  property,  experienced  no  diffi- 
culty in  producing  evidence  of  an  entirely 
satisfactory  character  from  surveyors 
and  land  agents  of  repute  in  the  county, 
showing  in  black  and  white  exactly  what 
the  value  of  the  estate  was,  and  thereby 
inducing  a  mortgage  to  the  extent  of  two- 
thirds  or  half  of  that  value.  He  did  not 
believe  that  in  the  great  majority  of  iti- 
Btances  any  difficulty  would  arise  with 
regard  to  the  valuation.  After  all,  he 
would  point  out  that  it  was  not  from  the 
depressed  agricultural  interest  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hoped  to 
fill  his  coffers.  There  was  a  vast  amount 
of  freehold  property  in  this  county  as 
to  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer was  perfectly  right  in  assuming  that 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining; 
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a  valuation.  In  the  first  clause  of  the 
Bill,  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen,  two  great, 
glaring,  and  admitted  Inequalities  were  re- 
moved. If  a  man  died  possessed  of  £80,000 
in  funds  and  a  freehold  estate  wortli 
£30,000 — which  could  be  sold  to-morrow, 
and  as  to  ascertaining  the  value  of  which 
there  was  no  difficulty — no  one  would 
say  that  the  estate  worth  £30,000  should 
be  extracted  from  what  the  man  had  left 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the 
Death  Duty  payable.  Both  the  money 
and  the  estate  should  be  put  together 
and  included  in  the  same  duty.  That 
was  one  inequality  which  was  removed 
by  this  Bill,  and  the  other  was  with  re* 
gard  to  the  Succession  Duty.  If  a  man 
died  and  left  £30,000  to  one  nephew  and 
an  estate  worth  £30,000  to  another,  and 
the  latter  sold  the  estate  for  £30,000, 
would  anybody  say  that  they  both  ought 
not  to  pay  the  same  duty.  These  were 
two  inequalities  which  were  about  to  dis- 
appear for  ever  from  their  law.  He 
wanted  to  know  how  anybody  could  say 
that  a  Budget  which  took  that  as  the 
outline  and  principle  on  which  it  worked 
was  an  unfair  Budget.  A  Budget  must 
he  very  little  just  unless  it  proceeded 
upon  the  plain  and  intelligent  principle 
that  the  duty  should  be  levied  on  the 
value  of  the  property  passing,  and  the 
time  had  come  when  the  distinction  be- 
tween all  classes  of  property  should  dis- 
appear. That  time  had  all  the  more 
arrived,  because,  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  West  Derby  Division  had  very  well 
pointed  out,  these  distinctions  between 
real  and  personal  property  were  very 
fantastic,  and  when  they  found  an  enor- 
mous amount  of  property  in  this  country 
which  any  layman  would  call  real  estate, 
did  pay  the  same  tax  as  personalty,  the 
time  had  come  when  every  kind  of  land 
and  bouse  property  should  be  made  to  pay 
a  tax  based  upon  the  principal  value. 
The  whole  question,  therefore,  resolved 
itself  into  this — whether  a  case  could  be 
made  out  not  on  general  principles, 
but  for  special  and  temporary  reasons, 
for  exempting  land.  The  agricultural 
argument,  it  was  obvious,  did  not  apply 
to  the  grepter  part  of  the  property  in 
question.  It  did  not  apply,  for  instance, 
to  house  property  or  to  estates  in  urban 
districts,  but  only  to  those  agricultural 
estates  which,  at  the  present  time,  werede- 
pressed.  Upon  those,  as  had  been  pointed 
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out  over  and  over  again,  the  hardship 
was  very  much  limited  by  the  fact  that 
the  worse  property  was  at  the  present 
time,  the  less  would  be  the  duty  payable 
upon  it.  It  might  well  be  that  those  on 
behalf  of  whom  their  pity  was  largely 
excited  would  not  be  oalled  upon  to  pay 
duty  at  all.  Tliey  were  only  called  upon 
to  pay  the  tax  upon  the  value  of  the  in- 
heritance they  received.  If  the  inheri- 
tance was  of  no  value  they  would  pay  no 
tax*  He  quite  agreed  that  the  result  in 
many,  cas^s  would  be  that  estates  would 
iiave  to  be  put  up  for  sale,  and  that 
might  be  a  very  hard  and  disagreeable 
thing  to  the  persons  who  had  to  sell  them. 
A  number  of  pictures  would  very  likely 
come  into  the  market.  He  deplored  and 
regretted  it.  He  took  no  pleasure  in  the 
3ale  of  a  man^s  property  to  pay  the  duty, 
but  if  it  so  happened  that  a  man  to  whom 
property  was  left  could  not  support  the 
burden  of  the  estate  left  to  him,  he  was 
no  more  entitled  to  pity  than  be  (Mr. 
Birrell)  should  be  if  someone  were  to 
leave  him  Chatsworth  or  any  other 
magnificent  house,  which  he  should  have 
to  sell  because  he  could  not  afford  to  keep 
it  up.  He  wanted  to  know  why  any 
particular  class  of  property  should 
escape  the  burdens  of  taxation  simply 
because  the  person  who  had  to  bear  it 
could  not  maintain  the  property  in  its 
former  state  ?  He  iavited  any  hon. 
Member  to  point  out  in  what  respect  the 
principle  of  this  Budget  was  unjust. 
Local  burdens  upon  laud  were  taken 
into  consideration.  If  land  paid  local 
burdens,  the  principal  value  was  only 
ascertained  after  the  outgoings  and 
bnrdens  had  been  taken  into  account. 
After  all,  there  was  such  a  thing 
4is  a  damnosa  heriditas.  No  doubt 
people  repudiated  such  inheritances,  and 
did  not  accept  them.  They  were  now 
dealing  with  inheritances  which  gentle- 
men opposite  were  perfectly  ready  to 
accept ;  therefore  he  took  it  they  attached 
Bome  value  to  them,  and  grievous  as  it 
might  be  to  see  estates  brought  into  the 
market,  he  did  not  think  it  Mlvisable,  at 
this  time  of  day,  for  anybody  to  say  that 
ibis  was  a  ground  for  exemption.  People 
were  not  disposed  to  believe  that  owners 
of  freehold  interests  in  land  were  eu- 
^itled  to  any  exemption.  Their  services 
to  the  country  had  not  been  so  great  as 
to  entitle  them  to  exemptions.    They 


could  not  make  out  any  case  of  past 
services  which  would  justif^r  their  being 
treated  in  an  exceptional  manner ;  there- 
fore, without  going  any  further  into 
detail,  he  was  bound  to  say  he  supported 
the  Budget  because  it  removed  two 
glaring  inequalities  which  had  been  ad- 
mitted over  and  over  again — namely,  in 
the  first  place,  the  exemption  of  these 
fantastic  freehold  interests  in  land  from 
payment  of  money  corresponding  to  the 
Probate  Duty  ;  and,  in  the  second  place, 
the  difference  of  treatment  between 
the  modes  of  taxation  on  the 
inheritance  of  two  classes  of  property, 
for  it  made  the  man  who  succeeded  to 
real  estate  pay  on  the  principal  value  of 
that  estate  in  exactly  the  same  way  as  it 
made  the  man  who  succeeded  to  lease- 
hold houses  or  money  in  Stocks  or  shares 
or  other  securities.  These  were  the  very 
simple  reasons  which  induced  him  to  give 
his  suppoiit  to  the  Budget.  He  was 
only  surprised  that  the  Liberal  Party  or 
the  Tory  Party  should  have  made  them 
wait  so  long  for  an  opportunity  of  giving 
support  to  these  principles,  and  he  was 
perfectly  sure  when  the  time  came  to  go 
to  the  country  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  for  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
to  make  out  reasons  for  the  vote  they 
were  going  to  give  that  night — ^namely, 
that  the  Budget  should  be  read  a  third 
time  that  day  three  months. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (Manchester, 
E.)  :  I  suppose  we  have  now  reached  the 
last  act  of  the  drama  which  has  been 
dragging  its  slow  length  along.  [^Minis- 
terial  cheers,']  I  dare  say  it  has  wearied 
some  hon.  Gentlemen  in  this  House,  but 
it  cannot  have  wearied  the  gentlemen 
who  interrupted  me  by  that  cheer  just 
now,  for  they  have  not  done  us  the 
honour  of  being  present  at  our  Debates. 
Had  they  been  present  and  had  they 
listened  to  the  arguments  which  in  all 
seriousness  were  pressed  upon  the  Com- 
mittee and  to  the  House  on  the  Report 
stage,  I  think  it  not  impossible. that  they 
would  have  shown  their  impartiality  by 
occasionally  putting  the  Government  in 
a  minority.  But  whether  I  overrate  or 
underrate  their  Parliamentary  principles, 
this,  at  all  events^  I  will  say — that  the 
House  and  the  country  owe  a  great  deal 
to   tlie  comparatively  small  number  of 
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gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
who  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  con-» 
sideration  of  the  details  of  this  most  com- 
plex and  difficalt  subject.     It  has  been 
technical  to  an  unprecedented  degree,  and 
it  has  necessarily  not  been  prolific  in  ex- 
citing or  interesting  incidents  and  except 
for  an  occasional  sallj  from  the  Attorney 
General  or  from  the  inherent  humours  of 
the  draftsmanship  we  have  had  but  small 
opportunities  of  amusing  our  lighter  hours 
by  the  discussion  of  these  details.     AH 
the  more  honour  to  those  gentlemen  who 
have  devoted    themselves    in  a   serious 
spirit  to  this  difficult  work.     I  do  not,  of 
course,  deal  with  gentlemen  on  the  other 
iiide — ^far  too  few— outside  the  ranks  of 
the  Front  Bench   opposite,   but    I   am 
speaking  of  gentlemen  on  my  own  side 
oif  the  House.     We  all   of  us,   irrespec- 
tive   of    Party,   owe   a   debt  of    grati- 
tude   to  such   gentlemen    as    the   hon. 
and    learned    Member    for  Essex   (Mr. 
Byrne),  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
York  (Mr.  Butcher),  who  have  given  us 
their  legal  assistance  in  this  matter,  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Thirsk  Division 
(Mr.  Grant  Lawson).     [^Opposition  cries 
©/"King's   Lynn!"].      Yes,   and    the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn.     My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  King's  Lynn  has 
brought  to  this  Bill  a  degree  of  industry 
and  knowledge  which  might  well  shame 
some  of    the  gentlemen    opposite  who 
cheered  the  name  when  I  mentioned  it. 
It  would  be  invidious  not  to  mention  the 
hon.  Member  for  Islington  (Mr.  Bartley). 
The  hon.  Member  has  done  work  on  this 
Bill  for  which  we  ought  to  be  grateful, 
and  I  am  certain  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  has  listened   to  these 
Debates,  will  not  endeavour  in  what  he  says 
to-night  to  underrate  the  hon.  Member's 
services.     But  I  must  pass  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  more  important  question 
now   before   the   House,    which   is    the 
question  of   the  merits  of  this  Budget 
which  we  are  asked  to  pass   into   law 
finally,  for,  as  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament   does     not     interfere    in    these 
matters,  I  suppose  we  may  regard  to- 
night as  the  last  occasion  upon  which 
there  will  be  atiy  opportunity  of  review- 
ing or  rejecting  the  proposals  made  by 
the  Government.     What  are  the  merits 
of  this  Budget  ?     The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  invariably  posed  before 
us  as  a  Ministw  who  had  to  meet,  I  will 
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not  say  an  alarming,  but  a  formidable 
deficit,  and  who  has  taken  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  by  his  having  to  meet 
this  deficit  to  carry  out  a  great  fiscal 
reform  in  the  principles  of  taxation 
hitherto  adopted  in  this  country. 
That,  I  understand,  is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  view,  but  I  deny  both  pro- 
positions which  by  implication  are  con- 
tained in  that  statement.  I  deny  that 
the  present  financial  position  of  the 
country  requires  heroic  remedies,  and  I 
deny  that  this  is  a  heroic  remedy  or  a 
remedy  of  which  we  ought  to  say  that  it 
is  a  great  fiscal  improvement  upon  our 
existing  system,  which  introduces  order 
where  chaos  reigned  before,  which  intrt)- 
duces  justice  where  injustice  has  hitherto 
prevailed.  Let  me  consider  this  point  of 
the  financial  defieit.  I  understand  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  providing 
funds  to  meet  the  expenditure  of  the 
year  1894-95.  He  sometimes  talks  a9  if 
upon  his  shoulders  had  fallen  the  onerous 
and  responsible  task  of  framing  a  Budget 
for  all  his  successors.  That  is  not  what 
he  is  asked  to  do,  and  it  is  not  what  his 
office  requires  him  to  do.  What  he  ils 
asked  to  do  and  required  to  do  is  to  find 
ways  and  means  for  meeting  the  deficiency 
in  the  current  year.  What  is  the 
deficiency  in  the  current  year?  In 
moments  of  enthusiasm  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  calls  it  £5,000,000.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  believe,  to  be  accnratip, 
it  is  in  round  numbers  £4,500,000.  That 
deficiency  is  not  being  met  on  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  own  principles  out  of 
taxation.  He  has,  in  defiance  of  his 
own  utterances,  appropriated  the  Sinking 
Fund  and  the  taxes  meant  to  meet  the 
Sinking  Fund,  which  my  right  hon.  Friend 
established  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
with  the  naval  programme  of  the  last 
Government ;  and  by  that  means  and  by 
various  other  hocus-pocus  expedients 
which  I  do  not  mean  to  criticise  now, 
though  I  think  that  they  are  open  to 
criticism,  he  has,  without  putting  a  single 
penny  of  taxation  on  the  community^ 
reduced  this  deficit  to  the  more  manager- 
able  amount  of  £2,379,000.  That  is  a 
large  deficit ;  but  does  it,  on  the  face  of 
it,  require  any  enormous  fiscal  revolution 
in  order  to  meet  it  ?  I  think  not.  Let 
us  just  consider  the  matter.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  put  Id.  on  the  Income 
Tax  in  the  first  place.     After  making 
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two  olasBes  of  deductions — the  dediictiousi 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  Income  Tax  scale 
and  the  deductions  in  respect  of  the  In-» 
come   Tax    on  real   property — the   net 
result  of  his  Id.  is  £330,000.     If  he  had 
not  introduced  the  Death  Duties  he  need 
not  have  made  those  deductions  on  In- 
come Tax  with  regard  to  real  property, 
and  that  would  have  increased  his  return 
from  the  Income   Tax  for  the  current 
year  by   £715,003.      That   is  the  best 
calculation  I  can  make  in  the  absence  of 
figures  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
In  addition  to  this  he  has  put  an  Excise 
Duty  on  beer  and  spirits  which  amounts 
to  £1,300,000.     We  voted  at  an  earlier 
stage   of  our   proceedings   for  reducing 
that  Excise  Duty  by  one-half.     I  will 
give  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  credit  for 
that  half,  which  would   be   £670,000; 
and  if  you  add  that  to  what  he  gets  from 
the  Income  Tax,  leaving  out  of  account 
the  deductions  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
scale,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would   have   had  to   meet  a   deficit  of 
£2,379,000  no  less  a  sum  than  £1,700,000. 
It    is   evident    that   the   Chancellor   of 
the  Exchequer  might  in  the  first  place 
bave    put   only  half   the    Excise   Duty 
on,  and  he  might  have  left  the  Death 
duties  absolutely  alone.     He  might  have 
made  all  the  deductions  at  the  lower  end 
of    the    Income    Tax     scale,    and    his 
financial  ingenuity  would  only  have  been 
asked  to  make  up  a  deficit  for  the  present 
year  of  £650,000.     That  is  an  important 
sum  to  make  up,  but  I  do  not  believe  this 
Heaven-sent  financier  would  find  himself 
at  the  last  gasp  if  he  had  to  make  it  up 
by  other  means.     [Cm*  oj  **  What  ?  *'] 
What  does  this  prove  ?     It  proves  that 
the  right  hou.  Gentleman   by  his   own 
showing  and  his  own  figures  had  not  to 
make  up  that  enormous  deficit,  which  by 
itself  would  justify  a  financial  revolution. 
Therefore  we  have  to  consider  the  merits 
of  the  financial  revolution  by  themselves, 
and  to  consider  whether  it  is  worth  while 
to  make  this  great  change  in  our  fiscal 
system,  and  also  whether  the  change  is 
one  which  merits  all  the  eulogies  passed 
on  it  by  his  friends,  or  whether  it  is  open 
to  all  the  criticisms  passed  upon  it  by  its 
opponents.     I   must   say  a   word   with 
regard  to  what  fell  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  in  connection   with  the 
reductions    on    the    Income    Tax.     He 
seemed  to  think  that  if  we  carried  this] 


Amendment  of  my  right  hou.  Friend^ 
we  should  do  away  with  all  the  relief 
given  by  this  Budget  to  the  small 
Income  Tax-payers.  What  is  the  foun- 
dation for  that  statement  ?  We  should 
do  away  with  the  Budget,  but  is  the 
other  point  the  necessary  collateral  con- 
sequence of  the  Budget  ?  Not  at  all, 
because,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  even  if 
we  give  these  exemptions,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  revolutionise  the  Death  Duties  in 
order  to  find  the  money.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  as  if  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  the  only  person  who 
h&d  ever  realised  the  fact  that  the 
taxpayer  who  paid  taxation  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  Income  Tax  scale  was 
of  all  the  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  the 
one  most  in  need  of  relief.  That  has 
long  been  recognised  by  important  autho- 
rities in  this  country.  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote,  and  not  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, was  the  first  person  to  recognise 
this  principle  and  to  carry  out  this  kind 
of  reform.  And  though  the  late  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  pointed  out 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  view  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Midlothian. 

Sir    W,    HARCOURT  :     And    his 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Certainly, 
and  his  own — that  this  alteration  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  Income  Tax  should  be 
made,  my  right  hon.  Friend  has  been  in 
the  forefront  of  those  financial  reformers 
who  wish  to  relieve  this  particular  class. 
In  his  own  Budget  my  right  hon.  Friend 
has  given  relief  not  less  important  and 
far-reaching  than  the  relief  given  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  to  the 
very  class  which,  according  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  taken  under  his  own 
bountiful  and  munificent  protection.  If, 
as  I  have  shown,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  not  making  a  Budget  required  for 
this  year,  for  what  year  is  he  making  a 
Budget  ?  Who  asks  him  to  find  a  sur- 
plus for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
who  will  have  to  deal  with  the  financial 
problems  of  1895-96  ?  In  this  year  a 
million,  and  a  million  only,  will  come 
from  the  new  taxes  imposed.  Next  year 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  anticipates, 
rightly  or  wrongly — and  the  question  is 
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open  to  doubt — a  much  larger  returu. 
For  what  expeuditure  is  that  greater  re- 
turn going  to  be  used  ?  Whj  is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  finding  expedients 
this  year  to  meet  the  expenses  of  next 
year  ?  Perhaps  he  will  ©ay  that  it  is  for 
the  naval  programme  of  next  year.  That 
would  be  a  fair  argument  in  the  mouth  of  a 
Unionist  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
but  it  is  not  permissible  in  the  mouth  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Why  ?  Be- 
cause he  has  always  refused  to  commit 
himself  to  a  naval  programme.  That  is 
the  very  difference  between  his  view  of 
meeting  naval  expenditure  and  ours. 
We  have  always  thought,  and  still  think, 
that  if  you  lay  down  a  programme  last- 
ing for  many  years,  you  should,  in  the 
year  in  which  you  lay  it  down,  commit 
the  country  to  the  expenditure  and  pro- 
vide for  it.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  refused  to  commit  the  country  to  the 
expenditure.  Then  why  does  he'commit 
the  country  to  the  taxation  necessary  to 
meet  it  ?  Why  has  he  provided  money 
to  meet  obligations  the  binding  character 
of  which  he  does  not  admit  and  thinks 
ought  not  to  be  admitted  ?  Why  does 
he  frame  a  Budget,  not  to  meet  a  deficit 
in  the  present  year,  but  to  meet  the 
hypothetical  and  unknown  expenditure 
which  may  or  may  not  be  imposed  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of 
1895-96?  Perhaps  hon.  Gentlemen 
differ  from  me  in  that  respect,  and 
perhaps  they  think  it  is  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer's  business — being  a 
Member  of  the  Government  which  has 
made  promises  about  the  Navy — to  pro- 
vide the  next  year's  financial  expenditure. 
If  they  take  that  view,  how  can  they 
account  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex*- 
chequer's  way  of  dealing  with  the  Spirit 
Duties  ?  For,  while  his  reformed  Death 
Duties  are  to  be  permanent,  his  increased 
Beer  and  Spirit  Duties  are  only  to  last 
for  one  year.  Why  that  distinction  ? 
Everybody  knows  that  there  could  not 
be  a  worse  way  of  putting  on  taxation 
on  such  a  commodity  as  beer  or  spirits 
than  putting  it  on  for  a  year.  It  upsets 
the  trade  and  every  calculation,  and 
throws  a  great  burden  on  future  Sessions 
if  the  duty  is  to  be  continued.  Why  has 
he  done  it  ?  He  has  done  it,  of  course, 
for  votes.  Pressure  was  put  on  him  by 
those  on  whom  his  political  existence 
depends.  He  gracefully  yielded  \o  force 
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majeure^  but  by  so  doing  he  has  deprived 
himself  of  all  claim  to  be  regarded  as  a 
financial  reformer,  because  he  has  done 
that  which  no  financier  in  his  senses 
would  (jlo  if  he  had  only  the  financial 
interests  of  the  country  to  consider.  I 
pass  to  the  consideration  of  what  has 
been  the  main  subject  of  our  contro- 
versies during  the  last  two  mouths.  What 
is,  after  all,  the  must  important  question 
by  which  the  merits  or  demerits  of  this 
Budget  will  be  decided  ?  Are  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  Death  Duties,  as  he  has 
proposed  them,  a  good  form  of  taxation 
or  a  bad  form  ?  That  is  the  question  by 
which  his  fame  as  a  financier  will  be 
decided.  I  will  put  a  few  simple 
questions  to  the  Hou^iC  on  that  point, 
before  they  finally  sanction  the  plan  of 
the  Government.  There  are  a  few  very 
plain  principles  of  taxation  to  which 
every  tax  ought  to  conform  if  it  is  good. 
In  the  first  place,  it  ought  to  be  simple. 
In  the  second  place,  the  amount  of  it 
ought  to  be  easily  calculated  by  those 
on  whom  it  falls.  In  the  third  place,  it 
ought  to  enrich  the  Treasury  at  the 
smallest  cost  to  the  taxpayer.  In  the 
fourth  place,  it  ought  to  be  easy  and  safe 
of  collection  ;  and  in  the  fifth  place,  it 
ought  to  be  just.  Which  of  those  tests 
is  satisfied  bv  the  scheme  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemnn  ?  [ Cries  of  "  All  !  "  ] 
We  will  take  them  in  turn.  Is  this 
scheme  simple  ?  I  do  not  put  that 
question  to  the  gentlemen  who  do  not 
attend  our  Debates,  1)ut  to  those  who  do. 
I  defy  any  human  being,  on  reading  the 
Bill — even  the  amended  Bill,  though  we 
have  endeavoured  to  elucidate  it  as  far 
as  we  could — to  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment scheme  is  simple.  When  it  was 
originally  proposed,  theChancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  gave  us  to  understand  that  the 
Death  Duties  were  in  a  hopelessly  com- 
plicated position  ;  that  there  was  a 
Probate  Duty,  a  Succession  Duty,  a 
Legacy  Duty — five  of  them  altogether, 
but  I  forget  the  names  of  all.  He  was  going 
to  reform  aud  clean  out  this  Augean 
stable.  What  is  the  result?  There 
were  five  kinds  of  duty,  and  now  there 
are  four.  Surely  this  is  a  modest  and 
moderate  reform.  This  is  the  result  of 
that  immense  simplification  of  the  Death 
Duties  which  was  the  proud  boast  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I  will  not 
dwell  upon  a  point  which  has  been  most 
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ably  put  before  the  House  by  prcyious 
speakers — namely,  the  complications  in- 
troduced into  your  old  system  by  the 
combined  effect  of  aggregation  and 
graduation,  .  I  will  not  say  whether  they 
are  wise  or  unwise,  but  onlj  that  they 
are  not  simple,  but  most  complicated. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  in 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  King^s 
Lynn,  told  us  that  aggregation  was  not 
so  difficult  and  mysteriojiis  an.  operation 
after  all ;  that  it  was  a  sum  of  simple 
addition  ;  that  you  added  together  all  a 
man  had,  and  did  the  sum  by  the  first 
rule  of  arithmetic  and  had  the  result. 
Not  at  all.  Sir.  I  understand  addition  of 
what  a  man  has,  but  the  addition  iuvolvod 
in  aggregation  is  not  at  all  addition  of 
what  a  man  has,  but  includes  what  a  man 
has  not. got  and  also  what  he  never  had. 
In  summing  up  the  ghost^s  property  for 
the  purpose  of  taxing  the  successors,  you 
not  only  deal  with  what  a  man  had  at 
the  moment  of  his  death,  but  with  what 
he  gave  away  in  his  lifetime  in  the  form 
of  settlements,  and  with  what  he  never 
had  at  any  time — namely,  the  property 
settled  on  another  person  whicli  passes 
on  his  decease  to  another  heir.  I  do  not 
know  what  that  process  is  to  be  called, 
but  it  cannot  be  described  as  a  process  of 
simple  addition.  The  system  of  aggrega- 
tion by  itself  is  a  most  complicated  process, 
involving  questions  of  the  utmost  techni- 
cality and  difficulty,  and  in  some  eases  of 
the  grossest  injustice.  I  come  now  to 
the  second  point.  Is  the  tax  under  this 
plan  easy  of  calculation  by  the  person  who 
has  to  bear  it  ?  Will  those  who  have  got 
to  pay  the  tax  easily  find  what  it  is  they 
have  to  pay  ?  In  other  words,  will  the 
ghost  know  what  it  is  the  successors  will 
have  to  give  to  the  Treasury  ?  He  cannot 
know  ;  it  all  turns  on  the  accident  of 
valuation.  It  does  not  depend  upon 
income  which  can  be  known  ;  it  does  not 
depend  upon  the  fancy  or  the  turn  of  the 
market  at  the  instant  of  his  decease.  It 
turns  upon  that  and  upon  nothing  else, 
and  that  necessarily  introduces  an 
incalculable  element  into  every  man^s 
settlement  of  his  property  which,  I 
venture  to  say,  i^  contrary  to  all  the 
best  principles  of  taxation^  I  come  to 
the  third  point.  Will  this  tax  enrich  the 
Trea^ury  at  the  le^st  cost  to  the  comr 
munity  ?  That  is  a  fundamental  ques- 
tion which    every    Chancellor    of    the 


Exchequer  ought  to  ask  himself  before 
he  imposes  any  burden  upon  the  people ; 
and  I  say  emphatically  that  this  form  of 
taxation,  which  directly  taxes  capital  as 
distinguished  from  i,uconie,  is  the  most 
costly  Jorm  of  levying  nfioney  to  the 
community  which  it  is  easy  to  conceive. 
I  quite  grant  that  Death  Duties  have  the 
advantage  that  they  do  not,  by  the  very 
nature  of  the  case,  affect  the  living.  The 
man  who  is  taxed  is  the  ghost,  and  the 
ghost  is  beyond  the  greed  of  any  Chan- 
cellor of  the,  Exchequer.  But,  Sir,  what 
we  have  got  to  ask  ourselves  as  members 
of  the  community . is  whether  it  will 
touch  the  income  of  the  community,  or 
whether  it  will  make  a  breach  in  the 
capital  value  which  the  community  has 
at  its  disposal  for  productive  em- 
ployment ;  and  is  it  not  plain,  on 
the  face  of  it,  that  a  Death  Duty  of 
this  kind,  which  levies  large  sums  at 
the  moment  of  death,  on  the  whole 
touches  capital,  and  leaves  income  on 
one  side  ?  I  will  give  an  instance  which 
will  bring  my  contention  home  to  every 
Member  of  this  House.  Take  an  ordi- 
nary business  firm,  of  which  the  largest 
partner,  a  wealthy  man,  dies.  ,  The  duty 
would  be  levied  upon  his  property  at  a 
very  high  rate  because  he  was  a  rich 
man,  and  because  under  the  principles  of 
graduation  he  would  have  to  pay  more 
than  the  proportionate,  amount  which 
would  be  due  were  he  only  in  the  position 
of  his  poorer  partners.  The  result  of 
that  probably  will  be  that  out  of  the 
business  of  which  he  was  the  main 
partner  a  large  amount  of  capital  will  be 
extracted.  This  is  a  neutral  case  which 
has  been  put  to  me,  and  I  give  it  to  the 
House  for  what  it  is  worth.  The  result 
will  inevitably  be  that  you  will  find  great 
firms  engaged  in  important  industries, 
upon  which  the  prosperity  of  large  dis- 
tricts depends,  hampered  by  this  form  of 
taxation  as  they  never  could  have  been 
hampered  if  you  had  confined  yourselves 
to  taxes  on  income  or  indirect  taxes  upon 
commodities.  I  have  purposely  taken  for 
my  illustration  a  business,  because  I  know 
if  I  mentioned  land  I  should  be  told  I  was 
simply  influenced  by  my  desire  to  pre- 
serve the  interests  of  the  owners  of  large 
estates.  One  more  illustration  I  will 
give  of  the  effect  which  this  will  have 
upon  the  prosperity  of  the  country  and 
upon     the    income-earning     power     of 
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the  coautrj.  The  Ofaancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  resisted  throngh- 
out  our  proceedings,  and  I  have 
supported  him  in  resisting,  anything 
which  would  throw  a  premium  upon 
foreign  investments.  But,  Sir,  the 
whole  Budget,  bj  the  nature  of  the  case, 
throws  a  premium  upon  foreign  invest- 
meots  so  long  as  these  foreign  invest- 
ments are  in  land  or  houses.  Investments 
in  leasehold  or  freehold  property  abroad 
escape  taxation  under  this  BUI  altogether. 
If  any  man  is  afraid  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  he  has  only  got  to  sell  out 
his  English  securities,  get  rid  of  his 
English  property,  and  invest  his  tnoney 
in  foreign  land  or  houses,  leasehold  or 
freehold,  and  he  can  snap  his  fingers  at 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Not 
a  penny  will  be  levied,  no  question  will 
be  asked  his  exefcutor,  there  will  be  no 
aggregation,  no  graduation,  the  money 
will  be  safe  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  his  heirs  can  take  it 
without  paying  one  single  sixpence  under 
the  Bill  in  any  shape  or  form  whatsoever 
to  the  British  Exchequer.  I  feel  for  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I  know 
he  would  tax  this  property  if  he  could, 
but  he  finds  he  cannot,  because  if  he 
could  not  do  it  he  could  not  do  it.  What 
is  the  moral  ?  The  moral  is  that  this 
form  of  taxation  by  Death  Duties  is  a 
form  of  taxation  which,  by  the  very 
nature  of  the  case,  does  put  a  premium 
upon  certain  kinds  of  foreign  investments, 
and  does  tend  to  drive  capital  out  of  this 
country  to  be  spent  abroad.  I  have  got 
through  three  of  my  points,  and  I  have 
only  two  remaining,  and  I  will  not  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  very  long  with  them. 
What  is  my  fourth  test  ?  It  is  that  the 
tax  should  be  easily  collected.  Is  this 
tax  going  to  be  easily  collected  ?  From 
one  point  of  view  I  suppose  that  the 
Goveniment  think  it  is,  for  they  have 
systematically  and  incessantly  refused 
to  allow  anything  in  the  nature  of  in- 
surance being  made  against  it,  although 
such  insurance  would  have  enabled  them 
to  make  certain  of  getting  the  money  on 
the  death  of  the  deceased.  Yet  several 
other  parts  of  the  Bill  show  well  enough 
the  difficulties  they  anticipate  in  this 
matter.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
House  realises  what  inquisitorial  powers 
the  Government  have  gWen  to  the  Inland 
Revenue  Department,  what  duties  they 
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have  thrown  on  the  unhappy  executor, 
by  what  penalties  they  mean  U>  enforce 
the  extra,  and  revealing  of  every  6d. 
belonging  to  the  deceased.  We  look 
back  at  the  days  of  the  Star  Chamber 
as  days  when  tyranny  prevailed,  but, 
upon  mj  word,  the  syistem  of  tyranny 
under  this  Bill  far  surpasses  anj  ingenuity 
which  ever  occurred  to  such  apprentices 
as  those  of  the  time  of  Charles  I.  They 
never  thought  of  the  tax  which  has  sug- 
gested itself  to  the  ingenuity  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Perpetual 
imprisonment  is  the  penalty  by  which 
failure  to  do  ail  kinds  of  difficult  duties 
is  visited  upon  the  unfortunate  executor. 
I  do  not  know  who  is  going  to  be  an 
executor.  I  asked  a  legal  friend  of  mine 
that  question.  I  said,  ^  I  do  not  think 
I  shall  ever  take  upon  myself  those  re- 
sponsible duties.  Who  would  do  it  ? 
You  cannot  make  a  man  an  executor." 
"No,"  he  said,  "you  certainly  can- 
not make  a  man  an  executor,  but 
somebody  will  be  found."  "But  why 
should  anybody  subject  himself  to  per- 
petual imprisonment  ? "  I  asked.  He 
said,  "  After  all,  any  tradesman  who  has 
got  a  debt  due  from  the  deceased,  any 
creditor,  will  be  able  to  take  out  letters 
of  administration."  "But,"  I  said. 
"  suppose  the  deceased  leaves  no  debts  ?  " 
"Surely,"  he  said,  "there  will  be  the 
undertaker.  The  funeral  expenses  will 
have  to  be  paid  out  of  the  estate,  and  if 
nobody  else  comes  forward  the  under- 
taker will,  I  suppose."  That  is  true, 
but  I  do  think  it  is  a  serious  consequence 
of  this  Budget  if  we  are  not  only  going 
to  be  buried  by  the  undertaker,  but  when 
we  die  our  estates  are  going  to  be  managed 
by  the  undertaker.  That  is  throw- 
ing on  this  interesting  personbge  duties 
that  he  is  ill  qualified  to  perform.  On 
this  question  of  difficulty  of  collection 
there  is  this  further  point  to  be  men- 
tioned. I  do  not  dwell  upon  it  because 
it  has  been  dwelt  upon  at  length  before. 
Observe  that  by  this  Bill  you  are  going 
to  collect  your  addition  to  the  Death 
Duties  from  about  500  persons  a  year. 
That  is  the  calculation  that  has  been 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  King*8 
Lynn  (Mr.  Gibson  Bowles),  and  I  do 
not  think  it  has  been  contradicted  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheauer.  Wh^ 
the  base  of  your  system  of  taxation  is 
so  small  the  whole  inverted  pyramid  will 
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be  apt  to  topple  over.  You  cannot 
depend  on  600  persons  dying  in  the  year* 
without  snbject^ng  yourselTes  to  some 
very  serioas  risks  of  failure.  Yon  are 
setting  the  wits — I  will  not  say  of  the 
family  solicitor,  but  even  more  acute 
intellects — to  the  tasktif  trying  to  defeat 
the  Exchequer.  Of  course*  they  will 
fail  in  many  cases,  bnt  do  you  doubt 
they  will  succeed  in  many  others? 
Every  man  knows  that  at  this  moment 
donations  amongst  the  living  are  going 
on  in  consequence  of  this  precious 
financial  scheme  at'  a  tate  never  heard 
of  before.  I  do  not  question  for 
one  moment  that  there  will  be  an 
amount  of  maniptilation  of  these  Death 
Duties  which  will  greatly  disappoint 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Ob- 
serve how  serious  it  is  to  depend  on  500 
persons  a  year.  Of  those  500  persons 
the  duty  is  looked  for  from  a  compara- 
tively small  number  of  very  rich  men, 
and  if  they  happen  to  give  away  their 
property  during  their  lives  your  Budget 
is  upset.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer calculates  that  if  Mr.  A  dies  he 
will  be  able  to  get  a  new  torpedo-boat 
or,  at  all  events,  meet  some  of  the  ever- 
pressing  demands  of  his  colleagues. 
Well,  Mr.  A  does  die,  as  was  expected 
— I  will  not  say  desired— but  when  be 
dies  it  was  found  that  some  time  before  his 
death  lie  disposes  of  his  property  to  his 
son  or  nephew,  or  some  relation,  and  be- 
canse  Mr.  A  has  succeeded  in  carrying 
out  that  operation  the  finances  of  this 
country  are  embarrassed.  I  would  Ask 
whether  anything  can  be  so  absurd  as  a 
system  of  finance  which  rest6  our  annual 
Budget  upon  the  ingenuity  or  dexterity 
of  a  few  rich  men,  whom  yon  expect  to 
die  within  each  year.  Surely  a  tax  like 
that  cannot  be  described  as  one  which 
fulfils  the  canon  I  have  laid  down — 
namely,  that  it  will  be  easy  of  collection. 
It  will  not  be  easy  of  Collection.  It  will 
be  evaded  at  every  turn,  and  yon  will 
find  yourselves  greatly  and  quite  un- 
necessarily embarrassed  in  carrying' on 
the  financial  work  of  the  country.  There 
remains  but  one  other  point  that  I  have 
got  to  deal  with,  and  it  is  a  most  import 
taut  one.  When  all  is  said  and  done,  is 
this  tax  a  jnst  tax  ?  '  Hon.  Gentlemen 
now  doing  us  the  honour  of  most  kindly 
listening  to  me  and  who  have  attended 
to  the  Debates  must  know  that  on  this 


side  of  the  House  we  have  from  time  to 
time  brought  forward  a  very  large 
number  of  hard  cases.  It  may  be  said 
that  hard  cases  must  occur  under  every 
system  of  taxation.  That  is  no  doubt 
true,  and  if  the  hard  cases  formed  but  a 
small  proportion  of  the  whole  I  should 
say  nothing  more  about  'it;  But  do 
they  bear  a  small  proportion  to  the 
whole  ?■  We  have  appealed  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whenever  we  have  brought  for- 
ward these  hard  cases,  and  we  have 
never  been  met  in  argmnent.  We  have 
never  been  shown  that  the  case  is  not  a 
hard  one,  but  have  only  been  told  that 
the  Exchequer  could  not  afford  to  have 
that  particular  hard  case  dealt  with  ;  and 
that  has  been  said  not  of  one  only,  but  of 
each  that  has  occurred.  The  inference 
is  that  it  is  a  Budget  of  hard  cases. 
Each  of  these  hard  cases  really  makes 
such  a  breach  in  the  amount  of  money  to 
be  collected  under  this  tax  that  these  hard 
cases  taken  together  and  aggregated  form 
a  large  portion  of  the  whole  amount  of 
the  Revenue.  I  admit  that  a  few  hard 
cases  do  not  count,  but  if  a  very  large 
amount  of  the  whole  taxation  is  to  be 
raised  by  these  hard  cases,  then  the  in- 
justice of  your  plan  stands  exposed  by 
your  own  arguments,  and  you  stand  com- 
mitted yourselves  to  be  the  advocates  of 
a  Budget  intrinsically  unjust.  I  shall 
not  dwell  on  these  hard  cases  ;  I  shall 
only  mention  three  of  them  in  a  sentence 
each.  In  the  first  place,  observe  that  one 
property  by  the  mere  accident  of  death 
may  be  taxed  to  half  or  more  than  half 
its  total  amount  in  a  very  small  number 
of  years.  Is  that  just  ?  It  is  not  just, 
and  nobody  can  pretend  that  it  is.  In 
the  second  place,  you  tax  a  man  not  for 
what  he  gets  but  for  what  he  leaves,  not 
according  as  he  benefits  by  property,  but 
simply  and  solely  according  to  the  amount 
of  the  wealth  of  the  man  who  leaves  him 
the  property,  an  amount  which,  so  far  as 
he  is  concerned,  is  a  pure  accident,  and 
has  no  relation  whatever  to  his  property 
or  to  his  power  of  bearing  any  of  the 
burdens  imposed  upon  him.  In  the  third 
place,  you  do  not  even  carry  out  your 
own  principle  of  taxing  a  man  according 
to  what  he  leaves.  You  tax  him  not 
upon  property  which  he  has  enjoyed,  but 
npon  •  property  which  by  some  technical 
and  arbitrary    method    of    computation 
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you  assert  to  have  passed  at  bis  death 
but  which  he  has  uever  eojojed,  I 
have  only  left  myself  one  moment  to  talk 
of  a  matter  which  to  me  and  to  our 
Friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  appeals 
as  much  or  even  more  than  any  other. 
The  Secretary  for  India  to-night  told  us 
that  equality  was  the  principle  of  the 
Budget.  He  was  alluding  to  taxation  as 
between  personalty  and  realty.  I  have 
no  objection  to  that  principle.  If  you 
gave  us  equality  I  should  not  say  a  word 
against  your  Budget,  but  you  do  not 
give  us  equality.  You  talk  of  equality. 
Equality  is  on  your  lips,  but  very  far,  I 
hope,  not  from  your  hearts,  but  at  all 
evente  from  your  Budget.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  practically  admitted 
that  there  was  a  hardship  in  connection 
with  local  taxation.  He  said  it  deserved 
inquiry.  He  thought  ihe  time  woidd 
come,  he  even  thought  it  had  come, 
when  an  inquiry  might  be  instituted  into 
the  relative  incidence  of  local  taxation 
upon  realty  and  upon  personalty.  Would 
it  not  have  been  better  to  have  had  that 
inquiry  before  you  tried  to  equalise  your 
Death  Duties  ?  If  the  matter  deserves 
investigation,  does  it  not  deserve  investi- 
gation before  you  make  your  plan,  and 
not  after  ?  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  boasted  that  he  at  least, 
and  he  alone  among  all  financiers,  has 
placed  the  finances  of  this  country  upon 
an  equitable  basis,  and  his  chief  supporter 
in  the  Cabinet  comes  and  tells  us  that 
that  branch  of  taxation,  noc  teast  impor- 
tant and  not  least  onerous,  which  is  given 
to  public  purposes,  but  given  to  public 
purposes  through  Local  Bodies,  still  re- 
quires investigation  and  still  requires 
equalisation.  Until  we  know  how  that 
is  to  be  dealt  with  and  equalised,  is  it 
not  folly  to  come  down  to  us  and  ask  us 
to  accept  with  gratitude  the  equalisation 
of  half  only  of  the  burdens  which  fall 
upon  British  citizens  for  public  pur- 
poses ?  The  Budget,  then,  is  not  simple ; 
it  is  not  easy  for  those  taxed  to  know 
what  they  have  to  pay.  It  will  not 
enrich  the  Treasury  at  the  least  possible 
cost  to  the  taxpayer ;  it  is  not 
easy  of  collection ;  and,  above  all,  it 
is  not  just.  What,  then,  are  we  to 
jsay  of  it?  That  it  is  democratic! 
I  never  could  understand  why  that 
democracy  which  we  all  serve,  and 
whose  interests  are  first  with  all  of  us, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


should  be  saddled  with  every  scheme 
which  is  more  than  peculiarly  absurd 
and  more  than  peculiarly  unjust.  What 
have  our  fellow-oountrymen  done  that 
they  should  be  made  responsible  for  these 
absurdities  ?  As  far  as  I  know  anything 
about  them — and  I  suppose  I  know  as  much 
about  them  as  my  neighbours — they  are 
very  honest,  honourable,  intelligent  gen- 
tlemen, who  desire  nothing  more  than  to 
see  justice  done  as  between  class  and 
class,  and  a  fair  system  of  taxation 
carried  out  in  this  country,  irrespective 
of  the  social  position  or  any  other  acci- 
dent of  those  who  have  to  pay  the 
money.  Why  should  we  foist  upon  these 
people  the  folly  for  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  and  his  majority  alone 
are  responsible?  Why  should  we  de- 
scribe that  as  democratic  which,  after  all, 
is  merely  crude,  ill-considered,  and  hasty  ? 
I  do  not  wish  to  attack  the  motives  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  I  think  he  has  lost 
a  great  opportunity.  He  has  spoken  to 
us  sometimes  in  the  spirit  of  an 
accountant  and  sometimes  in  the  spirit 
of  a  demagogue,  but  never,  or  hardly 
ever,  on  this  question  has  he  addressed 
us  as  a  statesman.  No  man  is  more 
capable  of  doing  so  when  he  chooses,  but 
on  this  Bill,  and  on  this  Bill  especially, 
he  haa  alternated  between  a  pettifogging 
desire— [Crtc^o/  "  Oh  I"]— I  admit  it 
was  an  improper  phrase,  and  I  withdraw 
it.  He  has  been  animated  either  by  a 
desire  to  drag  every  sixpence  into  the 
Treasury  or  a  desire  to  draw  a  few 
cheers  from  Gentlemen  behind  him,  and 
those  whom  they  represent,  upon  what 
he  calls  the  virtues  of  his  democratic 
Budget.  I  do  not  think  either  of  tho&e 
motives  are  of  a  kind  which  should 
animate  those  who  guide  our  destinies 
in  financial  matters.  He  has  aimed  by 
this  Budget  a  blow  at  the  Income  Tax, 
he  has  aimed  a  blow  at  the  Death  Duties, 
he  has  aimed  a  blow  at  the  Excise. 
Every  settlement  will  have  to  be  revised, 
every  will  will  have  to  be  altered,  every- 
thing is  destroyed  by  it  and  nothing 
created,  and  I  prophesy  as  the  only  per- 
manent result  of  the  revolution  of  which 
he  is  the  author,  that  future  Chancellors} 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  future  Parliaments 
will  be  eo^gaged  in  the  weary  task  of  re- 
vising the  Bill,  which  with  such  trouble 
and  At  such  cost  of  labour  we  have  beea 
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endeavoaring  during  the  last  few  months 
to  lick  into  shape.  I  feel  confident  that 
neither  the  financial  necessities  of  this 
year,  nor  the  necessities  of  years  to  come, 
require  this  particular  expedient,  and  it 
is  becanse  I  think  the  Budget  bad  in  it- 
self, and  because  I  think  it  would  be 
easy  for  others  to  substitute  other  Bud- 
gets to  meet  our  necessities  not  open  to 
the  same  objection,  that  I  ask  this  House 
withont  misgiving  to  give  their  vote  in 
the  Lobby  in  order  to  prevent  this  un- 
happy measure — ["  Oh,  oh  !  "] — this 
unfortunate  measure — being  placed  on 
the  Statute  Hook. 

•The  chancellor  of  th«  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Sir  W.  Harcourt, Derby): 
I  presume  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man bad  wished  Or  expected  that  I  should 
make  an  elaborate  reply  to  the  speech  to 
which  we  have  just  listened,  he  would 
have  left  me  some  time  to  do  it  in.  I  do 
not  complain,  because  it  is  needless.  The 
first  remark  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  is  one  with  which  I  cordially 
agree.  He  said  that  this  discussion  has 
**  dragged  its  slow  length  alone."  If 
that  has  been  true  for  the  last  two 
months,  I  think  those  who  know  the 
House  of  Commons  would  say  it  is 
eminently  true  of  the  Debate  to-night.  I 
wonder  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
complete  the  couplet  from  which  these 
words  are  taken,  and  I  would  say  to 
him — 

"  A  needless  Alexandriue  ends  the  son^, 
Which,  like  a  wounded  snake,  drags  its  slow 
length  along." 

That  is  the  position  which  the  leaders  of 
the  Opposition  occupy  to-night  with 
reference  to  this  Budget.  One  cannot 
help  feeling  the  unreality  of  this  Debate. 
If  it  were  true  that  the  Opposition  really 
contemplated  overthrowing  this  Budget, 
to  destroy  in  the  presence  of  a  great 
deficit  the  financial  arrangements  of  the 
Empire  at  the  end  of  July,  it  would  be 
the  most  reckless  and  unscrupulous  pro- 
ceeding of  which  any  Parliamentary 
Opposition  had  ever  been  guilty.  But  I 
acquit  them  of  it.  They  have  not  the 
smallest  desire  to  upset  it.  They  dare 
not  take  the  responsibility  of  doing  it. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  told  us 
with  the  greatest  candour  what  his  oven 
policy  would  be.  He  says  I  have  lost  a 
great  opportunity,  and  that  I  might  have 
brought  in  the  Budget  he  has  sketched. 


What  was  that  Budget  ?  It  was  an 
Income  Tax  without  exemptions  for 
Schedule  A.  That  is  the  first  part  of  the 
opportunity  I  have  lost.  Indeed,  he 
«ays  he  would  have  left  the  exemptions 
of  the  lower  scale,  but  then  he  has  got  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  sitting  by 
him  who  has  denounced  that  as  the 
worst  and  most  profligate  system  of 
finance  that  could  be  introduced.  He 
would  have  found  himself  to-morrow  in 
the  unfortunate  position  of  being  deprived 
of  these  exemptions  or  of  his  future  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  He  then  re- 
vealed to  me  a  faet  of  which  I  was  not 
fully  conscious,  that  the  policy  of  the 
Opposition  is  to  put  3d.  a  barrel  on  beer, 
and  3d.  a  gallon  on  spirits.  I  do  not 
know  whether  that  is  received  with  favour 
altogether  by  his  supporters  below  the 
Gangway.  That  is  the  Budget  of  the 
Opposition.  That  is  the  great  oppor- 
tunity I  have  lost,  the  not  having 
brought  forward  a  Budget  of  which  I 
think  any  man  might  be  ashamed.  But^ 
Sir,  he  did  reveal  the  fact  that  it 
was  a  Budget  that  would  leave  us 
with  a  deficiency  of  £650,000.  But 
I  can  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  where 
he  would  have  found  that  £650,000.  He 
would  have  found  it  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
sits  by  him,  in  striking  off  the 
exemptions  on  the  lower  scale  of  the  In- 
come Tax.  That  would  have  brought 
him  an  equilibrium,  and  probably  a  slight 
surplus.  Well,  this  is  the  financial  policy 
of  the  great  Unionist  Party.  He  says 
that  I  need  not  have  dealt  with  the  Death 
Duties,  but  I  venture  to  tell  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  if  instead  of  a  deficit 
of  £2,500,000  I  had  had  a  surplus  of 
that  amount  I  would  still  have  attempted 
to  deal  with  the  Death  Duties.  He  asks 
me  what  I  will  do  with  the  surplus  which 
arises  from  them  in  future  years  ?  He 
also  asks  whether  that  is  to  meet  further 
expenditure  ?  I  hope  not.  If  that  surplus 
should  accrue,  I  hope  it  will  be  devoted 
to  diminishing  the  taxation  of  the  people* 
If  by  imposing  a  just  tax  you  may  remit 
oppressive  taxation,  that,  in  my  opinion, 
is  the  soundest  principle  of  finance.  I 
am  not  going  to  weary  the  House  to- 
night by  going  over  and  over  again  the 
arguments  which  have  been  bandied  from 
one  side  to  another  now  for  the  last  two 
months  ;  but,  if  the  House  will  bear  with 
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me  for  a  f«w  miDutea,  I  do  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  for  the  purpose  of  removiDg 
appreheusious  which  seem  to  me  to  be 
altogether  uDfoanded.  I  listened  with 
respect  and  with  sympathy  to  the  able, 
and  I  might  almost  call  it  the  pathetic, 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Liverpool. 
.'He  spoke  of  the  distress  and  thedifficnlties 
in  which  the  landed  interest  would  be 
placed.  He  rather  reproached  me  for 
not  having  encouraged  the  principle  of 
insurance — the  hon.  Gentleman  used  the 
^rase  that  I  have  prevented  insurance. 
I  have  not  prevented  insurance.  If  I 
had  wished,  to  do  so  I  could  not  have 
done  it,  and  nothing  has  been  further 
from  my  desire  ;  but  I  have  received  inform 
matiou  from  many  Insurance  Companies 
on  this  point.  I  will  not  mention  their 
names  lest  it  might  be  thought  I  desired 
to  advertise  them.  But  there  is  one  re- 
spectable company  which  makes  this 
statement — 

.  "It  will  be  observed  that  the  rates  are  brought 
down  10  exceptionally  low  figures,  and  the 
reduction  will,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases, 
be  more  than  equivalent  to  the  duty  on  the 
policy  moneys,  thus  getting  over  the  difficulty 
occasioned  by  the  proposal  to  exempt  these  from 
dut}'." 

Thus  the  Insurance  Companies  have 
reduced  the  rates  below  the  amount  of 
the  duty.  When  I  am  told  that  these 
enormous  charges  are  going  to  ruin  great 
estates,  to  shut  up  great  houses,  will  the 
House  allow  me  to  cite  one  or  two  figures 
bearing  upon  this  point  ?  I  will  take  a 
man  leaving  the  conventional  million. 
There  are  happy  people  in  this  country 
who  leave  several  millions,  but  I  will  con- 
tent myself  with  one.  I  will  take  the 
case  of  personalty  first.  The  man  will  be 
subject  under  this  Bill  to  an  additional 
payment  of  £40,000.  The  rate  offered 
by  this  Insurance  Company  is  £25  lis. 
per  annum  at  the  age  of  40  for  each 
4:1,000,  and  £37  lOs.attheage  of  60.  In 
order  to  cover  the  additional  Death  Duty 
of  £40,000  the  present  owner  would  have 
to  pay  £1,020  per  annum  at  the  age  of 
,  40  or  £1,500  at  the  age  of  50.  [An  hon. 
Member  :  Provided  he  is  a  good  life.] 
To  say  that  a  man  with  this  fortune  who 
has  to  Jay  by  £1,000  or  £1,500  a  year  at 
the  age  of  40  or  50  is  going  to  shut  up 
his  palaces,  to  dismiss  his  labourers,  to 
invest  all  his  money,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says,  in  real  estate  abroad,  is 
really  the  most  extravagant  and  absurd 

Sir  W*  Harcourt 


statemeut  tliat  I  ever  heard.  Why,  a 
man  with  that  fortune  loses  more  money 
than  that  in  an  afternoon  upon  a  raoe- 
covrse.  It  is  the  price  of  a  moderate  two- 
year-old*  Yet  we  are  told  that  these 
houses  are  to  be  «hut  up,  that  the 
laboarers  and  the  servants  are  to  be  dis- 
missed, mnA  that  the  public  are  to  be 
excluded  from  that  which  they  hfive 
liitherto  enjoyed.  I  will  take  the 
case  of  a  more,  moderate  fortune. 
The  additional  charge  upon  a  man  who 
leaves  £100,000  if«  £1,500,  and  to  insure 
against  that  at  the  age  of  40  would  cost 
£38  a  year,  and  at  the  age  of  50  he  would 
have  to  pay  £56  a  year.  The  represen- 
tation that  taxation  of  this  kind  is  going 
to  destroy  families  and  shut  up  houses 
is  devoid  of  foundation  or  fact.  I  turn 
now  to  the  benefits  which  will  be  enjoyed 
by  the  smaller  people  under  this  Bill.  I 
want  the  House  to  consider  this  :  A  man 
leaves  personalty  of  £500  net.  That  will 
be  the  case  of  Uie  small  farmer,  the  small 
tradesman,  the  clergyman,  clerks,  with 
various  employments,  and  people  of  that 
description.  The  absolute  minimum  be 
now  pays  on  that  is  £10,  and  it  might  be 
as  high  as  £59  in  tlie  case  of  collaterals 
or  strangers.  Under  this  Bill  the 
absolute  maximum  will  be  £5.  That  is 
the  advantage  he  will  get  under  the 
Death  Duties.  Supposing  that  man  had 
an  income  of  £200  per  annum,  he 
gets  additional  relief  under  the  Income 
Tax  in  the  Budget  at  the  rate  of  8d.  in 
the  £1,  he  would  get  an  advantage  of 
£  1  6s.  8d.  per  annum.  This  relief  would 
discharge  the  whole  of  his  Death  Duties 
in  four  years.  This  is  what  is  called  by 
gentlemen  opposite  an  unjust  Budget. 
I  want  to  give  one  example  also  of  real 
property.  Take  a  freehold  house  and 
land  of  £10  per  annum  at  20  years  pur- 
chase. That  would  be  £200.  In  the 
case  of  lineals  that  property  pays  now, 
at  the  age  of  44^  Succession  Duty  on 
£140,  1^  percent. — that  is,  two  guineas. 
It  will  pay  hereafter  30s.  If  it  was 
worth  double  that  £20  per  annum  it 
would  now  pay  four  guineas.  Under  the 
Bill  it  will  pay  508.  Therefore,  with 
reference  to  these  classes,  I  venture  to 
say  classes  as  deserving  of  the  attention 
of  this  House  as  any  class  of  the  com- 
munity, there  is  a  double  relief  given,  a 
relief  under  the  Death  Duties  and 
relief   under    the    luccHne    Tax.     You 
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may  oyerthrow  this  Budget  if  you 
willy  and  if  you  can ;  but  depend  upon 
it  you  will  not  thereby  secure  the  sup- 
port or  the  approval  of  this  class  of  the 
community.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
talks  about  foreign  investment  here  and 
property  going  abroad.  Do  you  think 
that  men  who  carry  their  millions  abroad 
are  going  to  make  a  better  thing  on  it  ? 
That  has  not  been  the  experience  in  the 
last  10  years.  Why,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  tries  that  experiment 
I  am  quite  sure  he  will  fiud  that  he  is  far 
better  off  in  the  Lothians  than  he  is  likely 
to  be  even  in  Argentine.  I  do  not  desire  to 
occupy  any  further  the  attention  of  the 
House.  We  have  laid  before  the  House 
what,  at  all  events,  we  consider  to  be  a 
fair  and  a  just  financial  arrangement. 
We  have  endeavoured  in  dealing  with  a 
heavy  deficit  to  so  arrange  it  that  the 
burden  shall  fall  upon  those  who  are 
best  able  to  bear  it.  There  has  been 
every  opportunity  of  testing  that  plan 
to  the  utmost.  I  am  quite  willing  to 
take,  first  of  all,  the  judgment  of  this 
House  upon  it,  and  then  I  will  take  upon 
it  the  judgment  of  that  democracy  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  truly  de- 
scribed as  a  just  and  a  sensible  people. 
And  as  I  believe  that  to-night  for  this 
Budget  we  shall  have  the  sanction  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  so  I  know  that  we 
have  already  the  approval  of  the  people 
of  this  nation. 

Question  put. 

The     House     divided :— Ayes     283; 
Noes  263.— (Division  List,  No.  186.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BRITISH      MUSEUM      (PURCHASE      OF 
LAND)  BILL.— (No.  316.) 

SBCOND   BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

♦The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  J.  T,  HiBBERT,  Oldham)  : 
I  >ieg  to  move  that  t^is  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time.  Its  object  is  to  provide 
for  the  purchase  hj  the  Trustees  of  the 
British  Museum  of  certain  lands  aud 
buildings  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford which  are  situate  in  the  immediate 


vicinity  of  the  Museum.  The  Bill  em- 
powers the  Treasury  to  borrow  £200,000 
from  the  National  Debt  Comuisaioners 
for  the  purcbaee  of  the  property,  and 
provides  for  the  repayment  of  money  lent 
to  the  Treasury  for  this  purpose  by  an 
annuity  of  such  amount  that  the  loan 
shall  be  repaid  at  the  end  of  60  years, 
together  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  3 
per  cent,  per  annum.  The  Bill  also 
provides  that  the  property  when  pur- 
chased shall  be  managed  in  such 
manner  as  the  Treasury  may  direct,  and 
that  the  net  rents  and  profits  accruing 
therefrom  shall  be  paid  into  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."^(5t>  J.  T.  HihherU) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Thursday. 

ACCESS    TO     MOUNTAINS    (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

MOTIOX    FOB   LEAVE. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'^  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
secure  to   the  public  the  right  of  Access  to 
Mountains  and  Moorlands  in  Scotland." 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Brtce,  Aberdeen,  S.)  : 
It  may  be  in  the  remembrance  of  hon. 
Members  that  a  Bill  i^ith  objects  similar 
to  those  which  are  sought  to  be  attained 
by  the  present  Bill  was  brought  in  by  the 
late  Government  without  any  opposition 
or  explanation.  In  these  circumstances  I 
hope  that  no  objection  will  be  raised  to 
the  introduction  of  this  measure. 

The  Marquess  of  CARMARTHEN 
(Lambeth,  Brixton)  :  I  object. 

Mr,  BBYCE  :  I  need  hardly  say  that 
I  should  not  propose  to  proceed  with  the 
BUI  any  further  on  this  occasion  if  I 
found  that  it  recelTcd  any  opposition. 
All  I  desire  is  that  the  Bill  should  be  read 
a  iirst  time  in  order  that  it  may  be  printed 
and  considered  as  an  expression  of  the 
views  of  the  Government  in  this  matter. 
If  hon.  Members  opposite  then  object  to 
it,  they  know  as  well  as  I  know  that  at 
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this  period  of  the  SeseioD  there  will  be  no 
opportuoitj'  ^f  proceeding  with  it. 
Therefore,  I  hope  hoD.  Members 
opposite  will  not  press  their  objection  to 
its  being  brought  in. 

Further  Objection  being  taken. 

Motion  postponed. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 


TRAMWAYS     ORDERS     CONFIRMATION 

(No.  1)  BILL  [X<irrf*].— (No.  806.) 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


TRAMWAYS     ORDERS     CONFIRMATION 

(No.  2)  BILL  [Xor^/*].— (No.  .307.) 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

PUBLIC    LIBRARIES     (IRELAND)    ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL— (No.   170.) 
Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  223.] 

Bill  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  for  Monday  next,  and 
to  be  printed.     [Bill  317.] 

VOLUNTEER  ACTS. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  an  Appen- 
dix, brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     (No.  224.) 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to, — Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill ; 
Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill  ;  Local  Government  Provi- 
sional Orders  (No.  11)  Bill,  with  an 
Amendment ;  PreveDtiou  of  Cruelty  to 
Children  Bill ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  13)  Bill. 


On 
amend 


CONTEMPT   OF   COURT    BILL, 
a  Motion    of    Mr.    M'Cartan,    Bill 


to 


the    Law 
Mr,  Bryee 


relating    to   imprisonment 


for  Contempt  of  Court,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  M'Caitan,  Mr.  B.  J.  C.  Morton,  Mr. 
Sexton,  Mr.  Byles,  and  Mr.  Knox. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  31H.] 


CROWN   LANDS   BILL. 

Ordered,— That  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert,  Mr.  Jeffreys, 

Mr.  Scott* Montagu,  and  Captain  Sinclair  be 

Members  of  the  Committee,  with  three  Members 

to  be  added  by  the  Committee  of  Selection.— 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1887. 
Copy  presented, — of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  10th  July  1894,  granting  a  retired 
allowance  to  James  Hepburn,  Postmaster, 
Macclesfield,  Post  Office  Departroent  [by 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GREENWICH  HOSPITAL  AND  TRAVERS' 
FOUNDATION. 
Copy  presented, — of  Statement  of  the 
Estimated  Income  and  Expenditure  of 
Greenwich  Hospital,  and  of  Travers' 
Foundation,  for  the  year  1894-5  [by 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CANAL   RATES,    TOLLS,  AND   CHARGES 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  (JOINT 
COMMITTEE.) 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works  in  Ireland  have  leave  to 
appear  bj   Counsel,  Aliments,  and   Wit- 
nesses, and  be  heard  before   the  Joint 
Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons  on 
Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges    Pro- 
visional Order  Bills,  in  reference  to  the 
Canal  Rates,   Tolls,  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional  Order   (No.    II)    (Lagan,  &c.) 
Canal.— (5tV  J.  T.  Hibbert.) 

CHURCH  IN  WALES  (GLEBE  AND 
TITHE.) 

Order  [31  st  May]  for  presenting  an 
Address  for  Return  relative  thereto  read, 
and  discharged  ;  and,  instead  thereof  : — 

Church  in  Wales  and  Monmouth- 
shire (Glebe  and  Tithe),  —  Ad- 
dress for  "  Return,  by  parishes 
and  counties,  of  the  property  of 
the  Church  in  Wales  and  Mon- 
mouthshire in  Glebe,  and  Tithe 
Rent-charge,  and  from  other 
sources."--{-^r.  David  Thomas.) 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
before  One  o'clock. 
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HOUSE     OF     COMMONS, 
Wednesday^  18th  July  1894. 


ELECTION    EXPENSES. 

Mr.  J.ROWLANDS  (Finsbnry, E.)  ; 
1  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether,  in  view  of  the  vote 
given  on  May  26th  in  favour  of  the  pay- 
ment of  official  expenses  in  connection 
with  Parliamentary  elections,  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  carry  out  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Derby): 
Yes,  Sir  ;  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  give  effect  to  that  Resolution. 

COURSE  OF  PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 
MINISTERIAL    STATEMENT. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  Sir,  the 
time  has  now  arrived  when  we  have  to 
consider  what  arrangement  can  be  made 
for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  Session 
within  a  reasonable  time.  As  usual,  the 
Government  have  to  deal  not  with  what 
they  may  wish,  but  with  what  is  possible 
under  the  circumstances.  The  first  thing 
that  is  clear  is  that  it  is  impracticable  to 
proceed  now  In  the  present  Session  with 
some  of  the  great  measures  to  which  the 
Government  is  pledged,  such,  for  ex- 
ample, as  the  question  of  the  Church  in 
Wales,  the  Registration  Bill,  and  the 
Local  Veto  Bill.  These,  together  with 
other  measures,  will  be  the  work  of  the 
coming  Session,  but  there  is  yet  time 
within  the  compass  of  the  present  Session 
to  accomplish  some  useful  work  which 
will  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  country 
and  the  credit  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
I  will  group  these  measures,  as  I  ventured 
to  do  last  year,  in  different  categories. 
I  will  first  take  the  legislative  measures 
which  the  Government  think  they  can 
fairly  ask  the  House  to  dispose  of  in  the 
next  few  weeks.  I  take,  first,  the 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill.  That 
is  a  measure  which  we  regard  for  many 
reasons  as  of  pressing  importance,  and 
we  shall  accordingly  deal  with  it  first. 
The  next  in  order  is  the  Equalisation 
of  Rates  (London)  Bill.  That  is  a 
measure  of  vital  interest  to  the  poorer 
districts  of  the  Metropolis.     It  is  a  Bill,  I 
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believe,  which  cannot  be  regarded  as  con- 
troversial in  the  Party  sense  of  the  term, 
for  I  believe  the  great  majority  of  the 
representatives  of  Loudon  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  are  supporters  of  that  Bill, 
Now,   the   third   measure,   on  which   I 
think  there  will  be  very  little  question 
that  we  can  dispose  of  it  this  year,  is 
the    Scotch    Local     Government    Bill. 
From  what  has  taken  place  in  the  Grand 
Committee  upstairs,  we  have  every  reason 
to  anticipate  that  that  measure  will  not 
require  a  large  portion  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  and  it  is  obviously  necessary  and 
fair  that  Scotland  should  be  placed  in  as ' 
good  a  position  as  England  with  regard 
to  local  government.     I  now  come  to  a 
Bill  which  is  not  a  Government  measure. 
It  is  a  Bill  certainly  which  I  cannot  call 
uncontroversial.  On  the  contrary,  opinion 
is  greatly  divided  upon  it  on  both  sides 
of  the  House,  but  it  does  not  follow  Party 
lines.     I  mean  the  Eight  Hours  (Mines) 
Bill.     It  has  supporters  and  opponents 
upon  the  Benches  on  both  sides  of  the 
House — I  may  say  on  the  Front  Benches 
of  both  sides  of  the  House.     It  is  a  Bill, 
in    our  opinion,    which    raises    several 
questions  of  the  highest  importance,  and 
we  are   of  opinion   that   the   House  of 
Commons  ought  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  pronouncing  a  judgment  upon  it  this 
Session.     Therefore,  we  shall  give  faci- 
lities at  our  disposal  for  that  purpose. 
That  concludes  the  list  of  the  Bills  which 
we  think  can  be  disposed  of — ^Bills  which 
we  admit  are  of  a  controversial  character 
— this    Session.      I   now   come   to   the 
second   category   of   purely   non-contro- 
versial Bills — Bills   of  a  highly  useful 
character.     I  mean  Consolidation  Bills  ; 
and  I  think  it  has  always  been  felt  that 
when  great   trouble  has  been  taken  in 
preparing  these  Bills,  and  they  are  Bills 
of  a  most  beneficial  character,  the  House 
of  Commons  ought  to  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  passing  them  into   law. 
There  are  two  Bills  in  this  condition. 
One  is  the  Merchants'  Shipping  Conso- 
lidation   Bill,    and    the    other    is     the 
Perjury    Laws   Consolidation   Bill.      It 
would  be  a   great   pity  that   the   work 
bestowed     on     them     should     be    lost. 
Then  we  come  to  the  third  category  of 
what  I  will  presume  to  call  substantially 
uncontroversial  Bills ;  and  when  I  use  the 
word  uncontroversial  I  would  take  as  a 
primary  test  of  the  question  whether  a 
Bill  is  uncontroversial  or  not,  the  opinion 
on  that  subject  of  the  responsible  Leaders 
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of  the  Opposition,  I  say  that  is  tlie  best 
test,  but  it  h  not  the  only  test,  and  I  do 
not    exchide    the     jodgment    of    other 
quarters    of    the    House,  because  to  do 
that  would  be  to  debar  the  independent 
Members  of  the  House  from  dealing  with 
small  matters.     I  will  now  mention  the 
Bills  placed  in  that  category.     There  is 
first  the  Building  Societies  Bill.     That 
is  a  Bill  in  which  great  interest  is  taken 
by    gentlemen    opposite  as  well  as  by 
gentlemen  on  this  side   of  the    House. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  the   Member 
for  Leeds  and  his  colleague  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  Leeds  are  greatly  interested 
in   this   Bill.     I   believe   that   this  Bill 
is  uncontroversial,  and  it  is  certainly  one 
of  very  urgent  importance.     I  hope  that 
Bill  will  be  allowed  to  pass.      Then  I 
come  to  another  Bill,  on  which  it  is  per- 
haps premature,  during  the  negotiations 
which  are  going  on  with  the  Board  of 
Trade,   to   say  anything   absolute.       If 
there  is  a   fair  chance   of  a   settlement 
being  come  to  on  that  subject  I  think 
everybody  will  feel  that  the  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Bill  ought  to  be  passed. 
Then  I  come  to  a  Bill  which  I  believe  is 
uncontroversial — the    Elementary    Edu- 
cation Bill.       Then  there  are  two  Bills 
belonging  to  the  Home  Office  now  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  which  I  believe  may  be 
treated  as  uncontroversial^-one  relating 
to    quarries    and    the    other    to    check 
weighers.     Then  there  is  a  Bill  for  the 
facilitation  of   the  settlement  of  labour 
disputes.     My  hon.  Friend,  I  understand, 
is  perfectly  prepared  to  give  a  fair  hear- 
ing to  other  Bills  on  that  subject  which 
have  been  brought  forward,  so  that  there 
may  be  no  conflict.       Then  there  is  a 
Bill  relating  to  the  Contagious  Diseases 
(Animals)    Act ;    then   there   is   a   Bill 
which  I  understand  from  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
may    probably   be   put    into    the    same 
category — I  mean  the  Elementary  Edu- 
cation (Attendance  Committee)  Amend- 
ment Bill.     ILaughterJ]     Well,  perhaps 
my  right   hon.  Friend   is  too  sanguine. 
Now,  when  these  legislative  measures  are 
disposed    of — it    will     no     doubt     take 
some   days  to     examine   this    matter — 
we   can     then    proceed     to     take     the 
Indian    Budget.      [^Laughter.']      I     do 
not     know     why  .   there     should      be 
this  repeated  laughter.      My  opinion  is 
that  the  Indian  Budget  is  a  question  of 
importance,  dealing  as  it  does  with  vast 
considerations  connected  with  the  Indian 

Sir  W,  Hareouri 


Empire.  I  think  the  question  is  one 
wfaioh  requires  that  we  should  grve  to  it 
great  consideration,  and  that  we  should 
give  it  that  consideration  at  an  earlier 
period  than  hitherto,  which  has  gene- 
rally been  at  absolutely  the  end  of  the 
Session.  And  then  we  shall  propose  to 
proceed  with  Supply.  I  will  say  that 
we  believe,  allotting  reasonable  time  for 
these  matters,  the  House  may  well  rise 
before  the  end  of  the  month  of  August. 
I  have  now  only  to  add  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  take  a  Vote  on  Account  on 
Monday,  the  30th.  It  will  be  necessary 
to  obtain  the  Royal  Order  on  August  1. 
We  propose,  therefore,  to  take  the  Vote 
on  Account  on  the  30th,  leaving  the  3l8t 
for  the  Report,  and  then  on  August  1 
the  Royal  Order,  which  it  is  necessary 
to  obtain.  I  think  I  have  now  finished. 
Dr.  M  ACGRE60R(Invernes8-flhire): 
What  about  the  Crofters  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  ?  •  ^Loud  laughter, 2 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  am  really 
very  glad  to  see  that  the  House  is  in  an 
excellent  humour,  and  I  may  hope  from 
those  indications  that  we  may  put  the 
Crofters  Act  Amendment  Bill  into  the 
category  of  uncontroversial  measures, 
thus  adding  one  more  item  to  the  list 
already  given.  As  to  the  list  I  have 
placed  before  the  House,  no  doubt  there 
are  many  of  these  Bills  which  will  not 
occupy  any  appreciable  time.  They  are 
thoroughly  uncontroversial,  and  1  hope 
I  may  suggest  to  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
both  sides  that  it  belongs  to  the  credit 
of  the  House  of  Commons  that  they  will 
deal  with  these  uncontroversial  measures 
in  that  spirit. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (Manchester, 
E.) :  I  shall  defer  until  I  have  had 
time  to  reflect  further  upon  it  any  ob- 
servations on  the  large  and  important 
programme  of  Public  Business  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  laid  before  us — a  pro- 
gramme, perhaps,  more  suited  to  the 
beginning  of  the  Session  than  the  close 
of  it.  I  will  only  ask  him  what  arrange- 
ments he  is  making  for  Supply  ?  re- 
minding him  that  there  is  about  a  month's 
work  left  in  Supply,  judging  by  ordinary 
experience.  We  are  now  in  the  middle 
of  July,  and  we  are  told  that  we  are 
going  to  close  the  Session  at  the  end  of 
August,  so  that  there  are  ten  days  left 
for  all  the  other  controversial  work — 
the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill,  the  Equalisa- 
tion of  Rates   Bill,  the  Local  Govern- 
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cnent  (Scotland)  Bill,  the  Eight  Hoars 
Bill,  and  the  Vote  on  Account.  I  should 
like  to  put  a  question  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  referring  to  the  promise  he 
made  earlier  in  the  Session  with  regard 
to  a  day  for  discussing  Indian  finance. 
He  has  just  told  us  that  the  Indian 
Budget  ts  to  come  after  that  lengthy  list 
of  controversial  measnres  which  he 
has  just  read  out. '  I  presume,  therefore, 
it  would  come  on  ahout  the  end  of 
October  or  the  beginning  of  November. 
I  think  that  is  rather  too  long  to  wait, 
and,  therefoi^e,  I  would  ask  him  what 
steps  he  proposes  to  take  to  fulfil  his 
promise  ?  I  do  not  know,  also,  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  exactly  means  to 
<lo  with  regard  to  the  Miners  (Eight 
Hours)  Bill.  He  tells  us  he'intends  to 
^ive  such  facilities  as  the  Government 
have  at  their  disposal.  Does  that  mean  that 
the  Bill  is  going  to  be  introduced  in  the 
interstices  between  the  various  stages  of 
the  discussion  on  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Bill,  or  are  we  to  proceed  de  die  in  diem 
with  that  very  large  and  important  mea- 
sure at  some  period  in  August  or  Sep- 
tember ?  I  would  further  ask  the  right 
faon.  Qrentleman  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  although  the  question  of  the 
equalisation  of  rates  in  London  has 
received  a  large  measure  of  assent  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  the  particular 
plan  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  be 
carried  out  will  certainly  arouse  the  live- 
liest, and,  I  should  say,  a  rather  pro- 
longed, controversy  ?  With  regard  to 
the  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Bill, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  told  us 
that  certain  modifications  which  the 
Government  have  recently  made  upon 
it  while  before  the  Grand  Committee 
would  probably  facilitate  its  passage 
through  the  House.  To  that  I  have 
nothing  to  say,  but  I  suppose  from  the 
time  it  has  taken  in  the  Grand  Commit- 
tee that  a  day  or  two  at  the  least  will 
be  required  for  a  full  discussion  of  it  on 
the  Report  stage.  I  abstain — indeed,  I 
have  no  right  to  make  a  speech  at  the 
the  present  moment — from  further  com- 
ment on  the  plan  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  describes  as  one  for  rapidly 
winding  up  the  Session.  I  simply  ask 
for  a  reply  to  the  two.  or  three  questions 
I  have  addressed  to  him. 

Sir  D.  MACFARLANE  (Argyll) 
said,  he  shodld  like  to  ask  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  it  was  possible 
to  give  a  Saturday  Sitting  for  a  small 
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measure  called  the  Crofters  Act  Amend* 
mentBill.  [Crie*  o/" No,  no  I"]  Hon. 
Members  cried  "  No  I "  but  did  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  think  it  would  be  pos* 
siblc  for  the  Representatives  of  Highfand 
constituencies  to  continue  in  attendance 
at  Westminster  for  an  indefinite  time 
unless  this  measure  was  given  the  sup- 
port of  the  Government  and  brought  for* 
ward  at  a  specific  date  ? 

Mr.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green,  N.) 
said,  he  should  like  to  know  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  his  list  Of  mea- 
sures that  would  be  taken  that  Session, 
had  not  by  mistake  omitted  to  mention 
the  Copyhold  Consolidation  Bill  ? 

•Sir  C.  W.  DILKE  (Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean)  said,  there  was  a  measure  of  very 
great  importance  to  Trade  Unions  through- 
out the  country  —  the  Factories  Bill — 
which  had  not  been  mentioned  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Was  not 
the  measure  less  controversial  and  more 
likely  to  get  through  than  the  Concilia- 
tion Bill  on  Labour  Disputes  to  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  referred  ? 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.)  asked 
whether  a  day,  or  half  a  day  even,  could 
not  be  promised  to  consider  the  Bill  for 
the  repeal  of  the  Crimes  Act  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  It  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  increase  the  list  of 
Bills  I  hare  already  read  out.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition has  given  us  his  conception  of 
what  Parliament  can  do  and  ought  to  do. 
I  have  proposed  that  the  Indian  Budget 
should  be  taken  after  we  have  disposed 
of  three  Bills — [An  hon.  Member  :  Four, 
including  the  Miners  (Eight  Hours) 
Bill] — and  he  says  that  in  order  to  dispose 
of  those  Bills,  one  of  which  he  admits 
will  only  take  a  day  or  two,  we  shall  be 
at  the  end  of  October  or  the  beginning  of 
November  before  we  come  to  the  Indian 
Budget.  Therefore,  his  conception  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  House  of 
Commons  is  td  do  its  business  seems  to 
be  this — that  in  order  to  dispose  of 
measures  of  that  character  you  must  take 
half  July,  all  August,  all  September, 
and  all  October,  That  is  really  a  view 
of  the  matter  that  I  cannot  agree  with. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  rise  to  Order. 
I  have  no  objection  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman making  a  speech,  but  I  should 
like  to  know  whfether  I  shall  be  allowed 
to  reply  to  him  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  thought  I 
was  asked  to  answer  questions* 
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.  *Mr.-  speaker  :  I  think  it  is 
better  on*  the .  present  occasion  to  avoid 
all  controversial  questions  and  argu- 
ments. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  Then  I  will 
answer  the  question  briefly  in  this 
manner.  I  do  not  think  that  these  Bills 
will  take  to  the  beginning  of  November, 
and  therefore  I  anticipate  that  the  Indian 
Budget  will  come  on  before  that  date. 

Mb.  woods  (Lancashire,  Ince)  said, 
he  should  like  to  know  from  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  himself,  after 
the  remarks  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, who  seemed  to  cast  some  doubt 
upon  his  meaning,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  give  ample  facilities  to 
get  the  Miners  (Eight  Hours)  Bill 
through  the  Committee  stage,  and  whe- 
ther it  would  be  possible  to  take  that 
stage  immediately  after  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill — at  any 
rate,  at  what  particular  stage  of  the 
Session  the  Government  intended  to  give 
the  promised  facilities  for  discussing  that 
important  measure? 

Mb.  J.  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid)  said, 
he  thought  the  time  had  arrived  when 
hon.  Members  should  have  a  definite  state- 
ment given  them  as  to  the  real  intentions 
of  the  Government  in  regard  to  the 
Miners  (Eight  Hours)  Bill.  He  asked 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  make 
there  and  then  a  plain  statement  of  what 
he  meant  when  he  used  the  words,  '^  the 
Government  intended  to  give  facilities  " 
for  taking  the  discussion  on  that  Bill. 
It  was  not  a  matter  of  discourtesy  on  his 
part  to  say  that  he  was  of  a  different 
opinion  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
when  he  said  that  this  was  a  Bill  which 
would  bring  benefit  to  the  country  and 
credit  to  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  facilities 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  intended 
to  give  were  such  as  were  stated  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  last  Saturday,  when  he  stated  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
chief  Government  Whip  had  promised 
to  give  them  sufficient  time  for  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Bill  ? 

•Sir  C.  W.  DILKE  :  Those  are  not  the 
words  that  I  used,  and  they  are  not  in 
the  least  like  the  words  I  used.  I  quoted 
the  actual  statement  made  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  J.  WILSON  said,  he  had  been 
reading  from  a  newspaper  report.  Were 
these  facilities  such  as  were  meant  by 


the  hon.  Member  for  the  Ince  Divisioa 
(Mr.  Woods)  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Normantou  (Mr*  FIckard)  when  they  said 
that,  if  full  facilities  were  not  given  for 
the  passing  of  the. Bill,  they  would  eon- 
sider  the  advisability  of  shifting  their 
loyalty  from  one  Party  to  the  other  ? 

Mr.  woods  :  I  never  made  any 
such  statement  at  all. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  think  I  had 
better  make  my  own  statement.  The  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  fear,  was  not  very  fortu- 
nate in  his  authority. 

Mr.  J.  WILSON  :  I  have  the 
authorities  here.  If  the  report  is 
accurate  the  hon.  Membei  for  Ince  said 
they  *'  would  force  the  Government  to 
pass  the  Bill,"  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Normanton  said  that  *'  they  would  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  shifting  their 
loyalty." 

Sir  W,  HARC6uRT:  I  cannot 
answer  for  what  hon.  Members  said  they 
would  do.  That,  of  course,  rests  with 
themselves.  I  have  never  said  that  the 
Government  would  undertake  to  pass  the 
Bill.  I  have  always  stated  that  the 
Members  of  the  Government,  like  the 
Members  of  the  Front  Opposition  Bench 
and  Members  of  both  sides  of  the  House, 
are  divided  in  opinion  on  this  subject.  I 
have  never  stated  anything  more  than 
this — ^that  I  thought  it  was  a  matter  of 
such  importance  that  the  House  of 
Commons  ought  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  giving  a  decision  upon  it.  I  never 
pledged  the  Government  to  pass  the 
Bill  or  to  take  measures  to  pass  the  Bill. 
What  I  have  stated— and  I  never  con- 
cealed it  in  any  way — is  that  I  thought 
the  Government,  having  taken  the  whole 
time  of  the  House,  and  this  Bill  having  a 
favourable  position  by  which  the  opinion 
of  the  House  might,  in  respect  of  it,  be 
arrived  at — the  Government,  I  said,  were 
bound  to  use  their  control  of  the  time  to 
give  facilities  for  the  House  to  pronounce 
an  opinion  on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick's)  : 
May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if 
he  has  made  up  his  mind  as  to  the  course 
he  will  take  with  regard  to  the  Coercion 
Bill? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  In  refer- 
ence to  the  answer  just  •given  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  wish  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether, 
when  he  states  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
House  ought  to  pronounce  an  opinion  on 
the  Eight  Hours  Bill,  he  mean^  that  he 
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will  give  snfficieDt  time  to  enable  the 
House  to  pass  the  Bill  through  Com- 
mittee ?  I  may  remiDd  him  that  the 
House  has  already  given  au  opinion  on 
the  Bill  bj  passing  the  Second  Reading. 
Sib  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  if  the  House, 
having  passed  the  Second  Reading, 
expresses  the  opinion  that  the  Bill  onght 
to  pass,  the  House  ought  to  have  that 
opportunity. 

Mb,  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  : 
I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
with  regard  to  a  Bill  which  he  calls  non- 
controversial — the  Irish  Education  Bill. 
We  have  understood  that  hon.  Members 
opposite  object  to  the  passing   of  that 
Bill    unless    concessions  were   made  on 
the  point  of  the  Christian  Brothers.     I 
wish  to  know  whether,  at  the  fag-end  of 
the  Session,  the  right  hon.   Gentleman 
proposes  to  introduce  into  that  Bill  the 
proposals  of  hon.  Members  opposite  with 
Tmrd  to  the  Christian  Brothers  ? 

MmLEGH  (Lancashire,  S.W.,  New- 

^) :  I  may  remind  the  right  hon.  Gen- 

^WsQ  that   he   has   not   answered  the 

^oestion  put  to  him  as  to  when  facilities 

••  to  be  given  for  the  Eight  Hours  Bill, 

•od  when  the  Bill  is    likely  to  be  dis- 

««ttsecJ. 

.^«.   WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  :  I 

^    to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 

^^uer  whether  it  is  not  the  fact  that  he, 

^  ^tc  Prime  Minister,  and  the  Secre- 

^2",  ^^^  Scotland    have,    Session    after 

T^*c>ri,  promised  to  press  forward  a  Bill 

*^^*v-^  to  the  Highland  crofters  holding 

?^®«'     lease  the  benefits  of  the  Crofters' 

f^^f  ^.nd  that  that  Bill  has  been  iutro- 

dQcecl  5 

.  ^'^  D.  MACFARLANE  :  Will  the 
right  ^l^on.  Gentleman  kindly  answer  the 
qaest-i^n  j^^^  j  j^^^^  pyj;  ^o  him  ? 

^-  SNAPE  (Lancashire,  S.E.,  Hev- 

^^>  :  As  to  the  Local  Veto  m\\—[Op' 

P^^^^€^  laughter] — I  wish  to  ask  whether 

it  IS  t^l^e  intention  of  the  Government,  if 

the  ^iii  jg  relegated  to  next  Session,  to 

V^?i     It  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 

w^^^t  positions  in  the  Government  pro- 

P^^tne  ?  As  no  mention  has  been  made 

^y  ^be  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of 

^  ^ili  for  the  payment  of  Meml>erH  and 

^^  the  abolition  of  plurality  of  votes,  I 

Aoulj  liite  lo  know  whether  in  the  next 

8««ion  of  Parliament  that  measure  will 

il«o  have  a  prominent  position  ? 

.8iH  W.  HARCOURT  :  As    to   the 
Insh  Education  Bill,  unless  we  are  satis- 


fied that  the  measure  is  practically 
accepted  by  both  sides  of  the  House,  we 
shf»ll  not  go  on  with  it.  We  entirely  re- 
cognise our  responsibilities  in  passing  a 
measure  dealing  with  the  crofters*  hold- 
ings, but,  unless  we  have  more  reason  to 
believe  than  we  have  at  present  that  the 
Bill  would  not  be  strongly  opposed,  I  see 
no  chance  of  being  able  to  pass  it  this 
Session.  We  propose  to  give  facilities 
for  the  Eight  Hours  Bill  as  soon  as  we 
have  disposed  of  the  three  Government 
measures — that  is  to  say,  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Bill,  the  Equalisation  of  Rates 
Bill,  and  the  Local  Government  (Scot- 
land) Bill.  In  our  opinion,  those  Bills 
cannot  take  a  very  long  time.  I  do  not 
believe  the  Equalisation  of  Rates  Bill 
will  last  through  August,  September,  or 
October.  I  do  not  believe  that  either  the 
Local  Government  Bill  or  Evicted 
Tenants  Bill  is  going  to  last  many 
months  ;  and,  in  these  circumstances,  we 
intend  to  give  facilities  to  dispose  of 
these  Bills.  As  to  the  Local  Veto  Bill, 
all  I  can  say  is,  speaking  for  myself,  that 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  press 
on  that  measure  is  unchanged,  and  will 
not  be  changed. 

•Sir  C.  W.  DILKE  :  I  should  like  to 
ask  whether  inquiry  can  be  made  as  to  a 
general  desire  on  the  part  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  working  classes  to  press 
forward  the  Factory  Bill  for  consideration 
as  against  the  Conciliation  Bill,  which  is 
by  no  means  generally  accepted  ? 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.)  : 
Can  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
give  a  day  or  two  days  before  the  House 
rises  for  the  Committee  stage  of  the  Bill 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Crimes  Act  ?  If 
this  cannot  be  done  this  Session,  will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  a  distinct  and 
definite  pledge  that  a  couple  of  days  will 
be  given  to  the  measure  when  Parliament 
meets  again  ?  Is  it  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  finish  all  the  stages  of 
the  Evicted  Tenants  Bi|l  before  pro- 
ceeding with  the  Equalisation  of  Rates 
Bill  and  the  Local  Government  (Scot- 
land) Bill  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT :  After  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Bill  there  must  be  an  interval  before 
the  Committee  stage,  and  during  that 
interval  we  should  proceed  with  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Equalisation  of 
Rates  Bill.  After  that  we  shall  go  on 
with  the  Evicted  TenanU  BvU.     A&V^ 
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the  repeal  of  the  Crimes  Aot  this  Session, 
it  must  be  obvious  that  it  is  a  Bill  which 
we  could  not,  in  face  of  the  opposition  it 
will  meet,  proceed  with  this  Session  ; 
and,  as  to  a  future  Session,  it  must  be 
obvious  to  the  House  that  I  have  enough 
to  do  to  deal  with  the  measures  of  the 
present  Session.  I  must  decline  to  enter 
on  an  anticipation  of  the  Queen^s  Speech 
of  next  year. 

Mr.  darling  (Deptford)  :  Will 
the  Government  during  this  Session  give 
facilities  for  the  passing  of  a  Bill  which 
has  made  progress  in  the  House  of  Lords 
dealing  with  Anarchists  and  aliens — 
\_Laughter'] — and  with  those  who  make 
this  country  a  refuge  to  conspire  against 
foreign  csountries  ? 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT  :  No,  Sir ; 
certainly  not. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND  :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  riot  aware  that  the  Bill 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Crimes  Act  contains 
a  single  clause  which  might  be  dealt  with 
in  Committee  at  one  sitting,  or  at  the 
most  two  sittings  ?  Are  we  to  under- 
stand that  he  cannot  give  a  pledge  or  an 
undertaking  that  if  before  the  end  of  the 
Session  two  days  cannot  be  given  he  will 
when  Parliament  meets  again  give  the 
time  for  the  passage  of  the  Bill  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  have 
already  said  that  I  cannot  undertake  to 
settle  the  programme  of  next  Session. 
I  have  experience  enough  of  a  Bill  of  a 
single  clause,  which  is  capable  of  being 
multiplied  into  many  clauses,  and  to  serve 
for  the  foundation  of  many  Amendments 
upon  it.  There  might  be  proposals  to 
maintain  particular  parts  of  the  Crimes 
Act.  In  answer  to  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  I  have 
to  say  that  I  have  made  inquiry  with 
reference  to  the  Bill  of  which  he  spoke, 
and  I  learn  that,  though  great  import- 
ance is  attached  to  it,  it  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  non-controversial,  and  therefore 
capable  of  being  put  in  that  category. 

Sir  M.  STEWART  (Kirkcudbright) 
said,  he  should  like  to  know  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the  order  in 
which  the  Bills  were  to  be  taken  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  Our  present 
intention  is  to  take,  after  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Bill,  the  Equalisation  of  Rates 
Bill,  and  then  the  Local  Government 
(Scotland)  Bill. 

Sir   J.    PEASE  (Durham,  Barnard 

Castle)  :  Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

'  propose  to  leave  the  Indian  Budget  and 

Sir  W.  Harcourt 


all  Votes  of  Snpply  until  after  facilitieB 
have  been  given  for  the  Eight  Hours 
Bill  ? 

Mr,  EVERETT  (Suffolk,  Wooa- 
bridge) :  I  lK)pe  the  (Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  will  see  hin  w^y  to  give^the 
promised  day  for  the  discussion  of  Indian 
finance. 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  : 
Does  the  Closure  Rule  apply  to 
questions  ?   • 

•Mr.  SPEAKER:  It  may  seem  a 
singular  statement  to  make,  but  as  a 
fact  there  is  no  Question  before  the 
House. 

Sir  G.  BADEN-POWELL  :  D<y  I 
understand  that  there  is  no  Vote  in 
Supply  to  be  taken  until  after  the  four 
main  Bills  of  the  Government  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  There  will  be 
a  Vote  on  Account. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  What  is 
the  business  for  to-morrow  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  The  Second 
Reading  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill. 

Mr.  BYLES  (York,  W.R.,  Shipley)  : 
If  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  is  right 
in  his  opinion,  and  this  programme  of 
legislation  takes  somewhat  longer  than 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  aatici- 
pates,  will  he  undertake  that  the  House 
shall  sit  on  until  these  arrears  of  legisla- 
tion are  overtaken  ? 

Sir  T.  lea  (Londonderry,  S.)  asked 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Eacchequer  whether 
he  .would  put  the  Expiring  Laws  Con- 
tinuance Bill  in  the  same  form  as  that  in 
which  it  had  hitherto  been  passed  ;  whether 
it  would  include  the  Irish  Sunday  Closing 
Bill,  which  had  been  so  renewed  for  the 
last  13  or  14  years  ;  whether  he  would 
not,  under  the  circumstances,  accept  the 
declaration  of  the  late  Prime  Minister 
and  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  that 
the  condition  of  this  question  was  dis- 
creditable ;  and  whether  he  would  not 
this  Session  attempt  to  pass  the  amending 
Irish  Sunday  Closing  Act  ?  Would  he 
not,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  posi- 
tion of  things  described  as  disgraceful^ 
include  that  measure  in  the  Expiring 
Laws  Continuance  Bill  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  The  Expiring 
Laws  Codtinuance  Bill  will  be  in  the 
same  shape  as  hitherto — at  all  events,  as 
regards  Ireland  and  this  Bill.  I  am 
afraid  that  there  are  a  great  many  Bitia 
in  a  discreditable  position,  and  I  should 
be  glad  to  amend  it  c  but  it  is  rather- late 
in  the  day  now.  Digitized  by  V^OOgl€ 
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Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Chan- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer  baa  not  aoewered 
the  questioo  about  a  day  ^or  the  disouft- 
BioQ  of  Indian  fioaoee.  I  will  also  ask 
him  to  tell  us  what^  I  imagine,  goes 
almost  mtbootfeayiDg,  that  the  five  BiUe 
now  on  the  Taper  as  Government .  Bilk, 
and  to  which  he  has  made '  no  allusion — 
namely,  the  Fatal  Accidents  Inquiry 
(Scotland)  Bill,  the  Surveyors  (Ireland) 
Bill,  the  Dogs  Bill,  the  Limitation  of 
Actions  Bill,  and  the  Supreme  Court 
(Officers)  Bill,  will  all  be  dropped. 

Sir  W.  HABCOURT  :  I  do  norti  pro- 
pose to  ask  the  House  to  go  on  with  any 
Bills  except  those  which  I  have  me&tioDed. 
The  Government  have  considered  them 
as  carefully  as  they  could,  and  have 
formed  their  own  opinion  as  to  what  are 
controversial  Bills  ;  •  but  they  are  pre- 
pared to  be  governed  by  the  opinion  of 
the  House,  and  especially  by  -the  opinion 
of  the  Front  Bench  opposite,  on  this 
subject.  I  repeat  that  we  do  not  propose 
to  go  on  with  any  Bills  except  those  I 
have  mentioned.  As  regards  the  day 
for  the  discussion  of  Indian  finance,  I 
fully  recognise  the  pledge  which  the 
Government  have  given ;  and  I  will 
confer  with  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
opposite  as  to  a  day  convenient  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  :  May  I  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  another 
qaestiou-r*whether  he  will  give  me  a 
day  for  discussing  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  knocking  me  down  in  my 
own  constituency  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 
ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 


SUPPLY  --  COMMITTBK.— ARMY     ESTI- 
MATES,  1894-5. 
Supply, — considered  in  Commictee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

1.  £257,600,  War  Office,  Salaries,  and 
Miscellaneous  Charges. 

Mr.  COHEN  (Islingtonv  E.)  said, 
that  he  desu^  on  this  Vote  to  say  a 
word  on  behalf  oi  the  Second  Division 
clerks  in  the  War  Office,  in  whom,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  knew^  he  (Mr. 
Cohen)  had  long  taken  a  deep  interest. 
He  should  not  detain^  the  Committee 
more  than  a  very  few  moments,  but  he 
desired  to  say  at  the  outset  that  he  was 


not  urging  these  claims  in  consequence 
of  any  pressure  put  on  him  by  the  clerks 
themselves.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knew  from  the  correspondence  in  The 
Tum^  that  the  subject  attracted  great 
attention  outside  as  well  as  inside  this 
House,  and,  he  woald  add,  in  all  parts  of 
the  House.  He  deemed  it  the  less  neces- 
sary* to  trouble  the  Committee  with  any 
details  of  the  case  of  the  Second  Division 
clerks,  because  he  knew  that  not  only 
was  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  very 
familiar  with  all  the  particulars,  but  he 
had  been  good  enough  to  give  a  personal 
interview  to  the  clerks,  to  inquire  per- 
sonally into  their  grievance,  and,  if  he  was 
not  mistaken,  to  express  himself  in  sym- 
pathy with  theiraspirations,  and  impressed 
with  the  facts  they  had  laid  before  him. 
That  being  so  he  thought  his  right  hon. 
Friend  would  appreciate  the  Second  Divi- 
sion were  more  than  disappointed,  and  were 
becoming  despairing  that  so  much  sym- 
pathy and  such  expectations  as  they 
formed,  not  to  say  assurances  held  out  to 
them,  remained  absolutely  barren  of  result 
up  to  this  raoqnent.  The  Committee  would 
perhaps  remember  that  what  the  Second 
Division  asked  was  that  they  should 
now  and  again  have  a  share  of  promotion 
into  the  First-Class.  These  chances  were 
rare  enough.  Owing  to  the  reduction 
decided  on,  only  one  vacancy  arose  for 
every  four  retirements  in  the  First  Divi- 
sion* He  believed  there  were  now  over 
20  young  men  in  the  First  Division  all  of 
whom  had  been  promoted  from  outside, 
and  his  right  hou.  Friend  knew  from 
tables  that  had  been  placed  before  him 
that  in  10  years  if  the  present  system  was 
pursued  the  whole  First  Division  would 
be  manned  by  young  men,  junior  not  only 
in  years  but  in  service  to  those  over 
whom  they  were  placed.  The  present 
system  could  not  be  defended  on  the 
ground  of  economy  or  of  efficiency.  It 
could  not  be  economy,  because,  as  had 
been  proved  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  tiie 
recognition  of  the  claims  of  the  Second 
Division  would  result  in  a  saving  of 
£2,000  a  year  to  the  Exchequer  ;  and  in 
this  House  on  the  29th  of  March  last 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
that  when  a  Second  Division  clerk  was 
competent  it  was  just  and  advantageous 
that  he  should  be  promoted  to  the  First 
Di  visioo,  as  had  been  repeatedly  advocated 
in  the  lioports  of  lioyal  Commissions,  and 
notably  in  the  Bidley  Commission  of 
1884.     Itconid  not  beefficieja|^J;,^l^^use 
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his  right  hoD.  Friend  had  repeatedly  ad- 
mitted that  there  were  Bev^eral  Second  Divi- 
sion clerks  fully  qualified  for  the  promo- 
tion they  asked,  and  on  the  6th  of  February, 
1893,  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Donegal,  his  right  hon.  Friend  stated 
there  were  then  in  the  Second  Division  men 
qualified  for  First  Division  duties.  Again, 
as  to  promotion  to  staff  posts,  on  the  1 1th  of 
March,  in  reply  to  himself,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  waagood  enough  to  promise  to 
try  and  obtain  staff  posts  for  the  Second 
Division,  but  not  one  single  promotion  of 
that  nature  had  yet  been  made.  He  well 
recollected  the  homily  which  was 
preached  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  St.  George's  as  to  the  im- 
propriety of  pressure  being  put  on  can- 
didates and  Members  by  members  of  the 
Civil  Service.  He  entirely  agreed  in 
that  view,  and  he  did  not  himself  take 
part  in  that  Debate.  He  was  not  now, 
as  he  had  said,  rising  because  of  pressure 
that  had  been  put  on  him,  but  simply  be- 
cause of  what  lie  believed  to  be  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Public  Service.  On  the  29th 
of  March  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  tiie  Exchequer  said — 

'*  On  behalf  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Govern- 
ment generally,  he  might  say  whenever  the  head 
of  a  Department  reported  that  one  of  those 
under  him  iu  the  Second  Division  had  shown 
qualifications  which  fitted  him  for  the  First 
Division  the  man  was  always  promoted." 
This  declaration  contrasted  ludicrously 
with  the  actual  facts  of  the  War  Office 
case.  It  was  not  denied  that  there  were 
among  the  War  Office  clerks  men  of  ex- 
ceptional ability  ;  in  all  good  faith,  there- 
fore, the  Government  ought  to  give  them 
that  share  of  promotion  which  the  Leader 
of  the  House  said  was  theirs  by  right. 
The  Second  Division  clerks  were  fully  per- 
suaded of  the  Secretary  of  State's  sym- 
pathetic attitude  towards  them,  but  he 
could  not  expect  them  to  rest  satisfied 
with  mere  sympathy.  He  did  appeal  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  grant  that 
which  he  knew  was  based  on  merit,  and 
that  which  was  due  to  justice,  and  he 
trusted  that  he  would  give  some  definite 
assurance  that  that  for  which  they  had  so 
long  asked — which,  if  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  only  give  the  word,  would 
before  now  have  been  granted — would  no 
longer  be  delaved. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
WAR    (Mr.    Campbell  -  Banners  an, 
Stirling,  &c.)  :  With  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion of  my  hon.  Friend,  I  have  really 
Mr.  Cohen 


very  little  now  to  Bay.  As  far  as  his 
observations  apply  to  the  general  treat- 
ment of  the  Second  Division  clerks  in 
the  public  offices,  I  very  much  agree 
with  him  and  with  my  colleagues  who 
have  spoken  on  the  subject,  that  they 
ought  to  have  their  fair  share  of  pro- 
motion to  the  higher  appointments  if 
they  are  fit  to  fill  them.  The  War  Office 
is  in  a  very  exceptional  position,  and  it 
has  been  so  ever  since  I  have  known  it, 
which  I  am  sorry  to  say  is  now  nearly 
30  years.  At  present  we  are  in  process 
of  reducing  the  Higher  Division  Establish- 
ment. It  has  been  reduced  from  132  to 
96^  and  the  normal  Establishment  is  fixed 
at  60.  Of  course,  any  accidental  vacan- 
cies that  occur  have  to  be  filled  up,  and 
I  must  say  that,  while  we  are  ready  to 
acknowledge  the  claims  of  gentlemen 
serving  in  the  office  to  be  promoted  if 
they  are  fit  for  it,  it  is  not  a  very  excep- 
tional thing  that  we  should  take  in  young 
blood — I  do  not  mean  to  say  new  and 
untrained  officers,  but  mean  young  in 
years,  so  that  the  staff  should  not 
be  entirely  composed  of  men  well 
advanced  in  life,  and  that  when  their 
time  comes  for  retirement,  which 
will  not  be  very  long  deferred, 
we  should  be  confined  entirely  to 
new  appointments.  I  think  that  that  is 
the  view  taken  by  the  Treasury,  under 
whose  authority  we  act  in  this  matter, 
because  it  was  on  the  faith  of  those 
arrangements  thai  they  allowed  some 
time  ago  compulsory  returemenis  with  the 
view  of  hastening  further  the  reduction 
of  the  Establishment.  I  have  done  all  I 
could,  and  will  continue  to  do  all  I  can, 
to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  Second  Divi- 
sion clerks.  We  have  obtiiined  from  the 
Treasury  leave  to  promote  a  certain 
number  to  a  higher  grade,  and  we  are 
considering  how  best  we  can  make  some 
staff  posts  which  they  would  l>e  eligible 
to  fill.  But  here  again  we  have  this 
unfortunate  position — that  there  are  a 
number  of  supplementary  clerks  in  front 
of  them  whose  position  is  very  similar  to 
their  own,  with  this  difference,  that  they 
are  of  much  longer  standing,  and  there- 
fore in  point  of  seniority  have  a  better 
claim  than  the  Second  Division  clerks. 
Let  me  say  this,  however :  that  the 
Second  Division  clerks  in  the  War  Office 
have  nothing  to  complain  of  up  to  this 
time.  Their  position  is  quite  as  good  as 
they  could  expect  it  t6  be,  and  the  only 


question  arises  as 

Digitized 


l?db^'^6'^gte 


Supply — Army  {18  Jtrir  1894}  Estimates^  1894-6. 


294 


short  time  ago  thej  pat  forward  a 
seheme  of  their  own  for  the  re^organisa- 
tion  of  the  office.  I  conid  not  adopt 
that  scheme,  or  even  suhmrt  it  to  the 
Treasurj,  heeause  it  contained  certain 
elements  which  I  knew  the  Treasury 
would  have  at  once  rejected.  I  sympa- 
thise, however,  with  them  in  their 
position,  and  within  the  limit  of  my 
powers  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  meet  their 
views. 

Mr.  COHEN  thanked  the  right  hon. 
Crentleman  for  his  statement. 

CoLONBL  LOCKWOOD  {Essex, 
Epping)  said,  he  gathered  that  the 
Treasury  and  the  War  Office  were  in 
accord  in  their  views  respecting  these 
Second  Division  clerks,  and  that  there 
was  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
futnre.  He  was  very  pleased  to  hear 
this. 

Major  DARWIN  (Staffordshire, 
Lichfield)  asked  whether  the  Secretary 
for  War  had  considered  the  possibility  of 
getting  more  work  done  in  the  financial 
department  of  the  War  Office  by  means 
of  officers  brought  in  from  the  Army 
Pay  Department  ?  He  was  aware  that 
there  were  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
carrying  out  this  proposal,  but  he  thought 
considerable  advantages  were  to  be 
gained  if  it  could  be  carried  out.  If  such 
a  course  were  adopted  he  thought  it 
might  lead  to  the  maintenance  of  greater 
touch  between  the  War  Office  and  the 
districts,  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  it 
would  be  an  economical  way  of  carrying 
on  the  War  Office  to  employ  more  officers 
who  were  retired. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
It  has  always  been  urged  on  behalf  of 
certain  very  accomplished  and  very 
energetic  paymasters  that  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  for  them  to  be  brought 
into  the  War  Office  to  carry  out  finance 
duties  there.  I  do  not,  however,  think 
that  this  is  possible.  The  function  of 
the  finance  department  of  the  War  Office 
is  to  control  and  audit  the  expenditure  of 
the  Army,  and  the  members  of  the  de- 
partment ought  to  be  permanent  officials 
independent  of  the  Army  and  uncon- 
nected with  military  departments.  I 
think  that  is  a  very  strong  point,  and  it 
has  been  dealt  with  both  by  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Civil  Establishments 
presided  over  by  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Blackpool  (Sir  M.  W.  Ridley),  and 
also  by  the  Royal  Commission  of  which 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire  was  chairman. 


By  both  those  Commissions  it  was  very 
strongly  urged  that  the  financial  business 
should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  members 
of  the  permanent  Civil  Scvice.  There 
is  a  subordinate  contention  of  some  im- 
portance— namely,  that  military  officers 
do  not  so  readily  receive  the  criticism  of 
other  military  officers  of  an  inferior  rank 
as  do  civilians  who  have  been  trained 
in  the  department.  I  think  that  on  these 
and  other  grounds  it  would  be  impossible 
for  us  to  accept  the  idea  of  putting  Army 
paymasters  in  the  War  Office  for  the 
purpose  suggested.  I  have  looked  into 
the  matter  very  carefully  and  have  come 
to  that  conclusion. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  (Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) said,  he  was  sorry  to  hear  the  con- 
clusion at  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  arrived,  because  he  thought  the 
present  opportunity  would  have  been  a 
good  one  for  taking  this  matter  into  con- 
sideration. There  happened  just  now  to 
be  a  number  of  senior  paymasters  and 
also  a  number  of  gentlemen  approaching 
the  age  of  retirement  at  the  head  of  many 
of  the  Departments  of  the  War  Office, 
and,  therefore,  if  anything  was  to  be 
done  in  the  nature  of  reconsidering  the 
matter  between  the  two  branches,  this 
would  have  been  the  time  for  doing  it. 
The  subject  went  a  little  deeper  than 
would  be  gathered  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  speech,  and  he  (Mr. 
Brodrick)  could  not  help  feeling  that 
the  whole  question  of  the  audit  of  Army 
accounts  was  in  a  condition  which  required 
re-consideration.  The  present  position 
was  certainly  a  most  anomalous  one.  At 
present  there  was,  first  of  all,  an  audit  by 
the  Paymaster  of  the  accounts  of  com- 
pany officers,  and  then  there  was  an  audit 
by  the  War  Office  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Paymasters,  and  then  there  was  a  possi- 
bility of  an  audit  by  the  Auditor  General 
of  the  War  Office  accounts.  All  these 
audits  could  take  place  with  reference  to 
small  questions  affecting  the  daily  pay 
of  the  soldier.  He  himself  had  always 
believed  that  if  the  War  Office  was  to  be 
an  auditing  body  it  did  not  require  to 
have  a  supplementary  audit  from  outside 
in  these  cases,  whilst  if  the  War  Office 
was  to  be  treated  as  an  accounting  body, 
there  ought  to  be  a  proper  audit  by  a 
responsible  authority.  The  weakness  of 
the  position  was  this  :  that  the  Army 
Pay  Department  stood  in  a  different 
position  from  that  which  it  occupied  six 
or  seveu  years  ago,  and,  at  the  same  time^ 
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it  had  Dot  beeu  recognised  in  some  of  the 
new  functions  that  had  been  put  upon  it. 
The  change  made  seven  or  eight  years 
ago  was  affected  after  very  careful 
inquiry  by  a  scheme  for  which  the  heads 
of  the  Financial  Department,  notably  the 
Accountant  General  (Mr.  Knox)  and  the 
Deputy  Accountant  General  (Mr.  Dela- 
warr)  were  responsible.  That  scheme 
made  a  change  in  the  payment  system, 
and  placed  the  Army  Pay  Department  on 
a  sort  of  homogenous  basis.  The  Cbief 
Paymaster  became  an  Inspector  in  his 
own  district,  and  his  inspection  was  re- 
ported to  the  War  Office,  and  became  one 
of  the  means  of  guidance  in  reference  to 
the  promotion  of  officers  who  had  been 
inspected  by  him.  The  necessary  corol- 
lary of  this  charge  was  that  ultimately 
the  Department,  as  far  as  promotion  was 
concerned,  should  be  taken  away  from  the 
control  of  the  Finance  Branch,  and  put 
under  the  control  of  the  military  side. 
That  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Stanhope, 
and  that  iateution  had  been  carried  out 
ultimately  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Campbell-Bannermau),  who  had 
placed  the  Department  under  the  con- 
trol of  Sir  Evelyn  Wood.  He  ventured 
to  say  that  this  was  a  movement  entirely 
in  the  right  direction.  It  must,  however, 
be  recollected  that  this  large  Depaitment 
had  now  been  detached  from  the  Finance 
Branch,  and  that  those  who  inspected  the 
officers  were  not  those  who  were  responsible 
for  their  promotion.  Therefore,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  placed  in  the  War 
Office  an  officer  to  represent  the  Pay  De- 
partment under  the  Quartermaster  Gene- 
ral, but  this  officer  was  only  a  staff 
paymaster  who,  however,  was  responsible 
for  advising  the  Paymaster  General.  This 
seemed  to  him  to  be  a  very  doubtful 
system,  inasmuch  as  it  meant  that  the 
Quartermaster  General  had  to  direct  a 
large  Department  through  a  junior  officer. 
He  believed  a  demand  liad  been  made  in 
three  memorials^  two  of  which  were  sub- 
mitted during  Mr.  Stanhope^s  tenure  of 
Office,  whilst  the  last  was  presented  in 
November,  1892,  that  the  Department 
should  be  represented  at  the  War  Office 
by  one  of  its  own  official  heads-— that 
was  to  say,  that  the  officer  who  under 
the  Quartermaster  General  should  be  re- 
sponsible for  promotions  and  for  all  busi- 
ness affecting  the  personnel  of  the  De- 
partment should  be  himself  a  senior 
officer.  He  thought  this  was  a  reason* 
able  proposal,  and    one  which    hardly 

Mr.  Brodrick 


needed  the  deliberations  of  a  Committee 
to  recommend  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
He  should  be  sorry  to  reject  any  suggestion 
that  they  should  bring  to  the  assistance 
of  the  critical  and  administrative  body 
such  experience  as  they  could  get  from 
the  executive  body,  but  as  to  how  that 
was  to  be  done  was  a  question  which  it 
remained  with  those  who  were  responsible 
for  carrying   out   the   buainess  of  this 
country  to  decide.     But  he  regretted  to 
hear  the  right  hon*  Gentleiaao  say  chat 
he    declined   to  enter  further  into   the 
matter.      He  would  have  pressed  upon 
him  the  desirability  of  allowing  the  Com- 
mittee to  sit,  on  which  the  Army  Depart- 
ment should  itself  be  represented  and  on 
which  the  departmental  element  and  the 
finance  element  should  have  proper  re- 
presentation, and  under  any  chairman  the 
right  hon.    Gentleman    thought    fit  to 
appoint.     Or,  at  all  events,  that  sueh  a 
scheme  as  the    Pay  Department  them- 
selves might  put  forward,  for  varioos  ex- 
periences to  be  utilised,  should  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee,  and  a  Report 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  State.     He  did 
not  wish  to  bring  the  matter  at  any  great 
length  before  the  Committee,  but  repre- 
sentations  had  been  made  to  him  con- 
tinually on  this  subject — first,  before  he 
went  out  of  Office,  and  he  thought  the 
time  had  now  come — when  the  intimate 
link  which  existed  between  the  Pay  De- 
partment  and  the  Finance  Department 
had  been  separated — ^for  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  suggestions  made.  Before 
sitting  down  he  thought  it  was  not  only 
fair  to  remind  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  of  their  own   experience    in   the 
matter,  but  to  ask  him   to  consider  the 
experience  as  to  the  Army  accounts  in 
India.     There  were  two  high  authorities 
upon  this  matter  at  this  moment  in  the 
country^  Lord  Roberts  and  the  hon.  and 
gallant    Gentleman    the     Member     for 
Oxford  (General  Sir  George  T.  Chea- 
ney),  who   had    served   on    the   Indian 
Council.     Lord    Roberts,    in    a    recent 
letter,   said   the  question    whether   tlie 
finances  of  the  Army  ^ould  be  admiui«- 
tered  by  soldiers  or  civilians  was  a  matter 
to   be  decided  by  the  Government,  and 
that  Indian  experience  proved  that  care- 
fully selected  members  of  the  Army  were 
capable  of  performing  the  duties  which 
had  hitherto  been  reserved  for  civilians 
at  home.     The  hon.  Member  for  Oxford 
(Sir  G.  Chesney)  said  he  was  entirely  in 
accord  with  his  correspondents  on  the 
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principle  advocated,  as  it  had  been  largely 
adopted  in  India  and  with  great  advan- 
tage in  that  country.  He  (Mr,  Brod- 
rick)  did  vuot  commit  himself  to  that  view, 
as  he  had  no  personal  experience  of  the 
administration  of  Indian  Army  finance, 
but  he  believed  tt  was  universally  ad- 
mitted that  the  Indian  service  was  con- 
ducted with  equal  efficienoy  to  that  of 
the  service  at  home,  and  he  certainly 
thought  the  opinion  of  those  two  dis- 
tinguished officers  was  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. He -would  commend  it  to  the 
consideration  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  he  would  not  allow,  in  the 
course  of  the  autumn,  a  Committee  to 
assemble  at  the  War  Office  to  consider 
whether  there  was  anything  in  the  sys- 
tem or  anything  in  the  scheme  now  put 
forward  that  would  cause  him  to  recon- 
sider the  present  position  of  the  higher 
members  of  the  two  departments « 

Majob  DARWIN  (Staffordshire, 
Lichfield)  said,  that  in  connection  with 
the  change  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
made  at  the  War  Office  he  would  ask 
him  whether  he  had  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  necoQsity  of  making  any  change 
in  the  position  of  the  officers  in  the  dis- 
tricts ?  It  appeared  to  hhn  that  some 
move  in  that  direction  was  desirable  now 
that  the  change  was  made  at  the  War 
Office.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman^s 
reply  on  the  main  question  rather  dealt 
with  the  argument  as  to  placing  the 
whole  of  the  financial  department  under 
military  control.  That  was  not  his  in- 
tention, and  all  he  asked  was  that  there 
should  be  some  link  between  the  adminis- 
tration in  the  district  and  the  adminis- 
tration in  the  War  Office. 

Mr.  THORNTON  (CUpham)  asked 
whether  it  was  a  fact  that  junior  clerks 
in  the  War  Office  had  only  a  holiday  of 
14  days  in  the  year,  whereas  before  1885 
they  had  27  days,  and  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  reduction  of  their  salaries 
from  £100  to  £70  they  were  obliged  to 
work  overtime  and  were  thus  unable  to 
obtain  proper  relaxation  ? 

Sir  R.  temple  (Surrey,  Kings- 
ton) said  that,  having  bad  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  finances  of  India 
with  the  late  General  Balfour,  he  could 
testify  as  well  as  anyone  to  the  remark- 
able ability  with  which  the  great  depart- 
ment of  Indian  finance  administration  in 
all  its  branches  was  conducted.  The  fact 
was,  that  for  this  kind  of  administration 
India  formed  the  best  enlisting  field  and 


gave  the  greatest  scope  of  any  portion  of 
the  British  Empire ;  it  had  always  been  one 
of  the  schools — in  fact,  the  best  school — 
existing  for  military  administration.  The 
service  of  the  Government  of  India  was 
rich  and  abundant  in  officers  of  the 
highest  qualification,  men  who  would 
retire  from  that  country  still  in  the  prime 
of  life  and  still  capable  of  rendering  In 
London  as  good  service  as  ever  was 
rendered  in  Calcutta,  Bombay,  or  Sibla, 
and  they  would  have  this  immense  ad- 
vantage :  that  they  had  equal  ability  with 
civilians  in  financial  matters  and  greatly 
superior  ability  in  respect  of  the  military 
duties.  He  did  not  say  they  were 
personally  and  intellectually  superior  to 
the  civilian  ;  but  in  regard  to  military 
matters  they  had  the  advantages  that  no 
civilian  could  possibly  have,  and  there- 
fore it  would  be  of  immense  advantage  if 
these  practical  capacities  were  utilised 
for  the  service  of  the  War  Department. 
But  as  a  practical  man,  he  felt  that  in  the 
War  Office  there  was  a  highly-trained 
and  capable  body  of  men  equal  to  their 
military  brethren  in  any  Army  in  the 
world.  These  men  had  risen  from  their 
early  youth  in  the  Service,  and  might 
expect  as  years  went  on  to  succeed  to  the 
various  offices  in  the  higher  ranks,  and 
if  these  were  to  be  filled  by  officers  who 
had  served  in  India  the  just  expectations 
of  a  large  body  of  civilian  employes 
would  be  disappointed.  He  could  qot, 
therefore,  see  how  the  question  could  be 
mA  all  at  once,  and  it  could  only  be  done 
by  degrees  if  this  excellent  change  were 
decided  upon. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said, 
he  wished  to  say  a  word  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  administration  on  a  very  narrow 
subject.  In  text  books  text  writers 
should  be  more  careful  in  laying  dpwn 
dogma  than  in  ordinary  cases,  and  in 
regard  to  the  text-book  relating  to  mili- 
tary offences  he  understood  that  a  new 
edition  was  being  got  out,  and  it  was 
because  it  was  in  preparation  that  he 
mfude  these  observations.  In  this  book 
a  particular  offence  was  laid  down  as 
embezzlement,  which  was  distinctly  in 
the  teeth  of  the  decision  of  the  English 
Courts,  and  that  being  so  he  thought  it 
was  most  desirable  that  the  new  edition 
should  be  corrected. 

Mr.  H ANBURY  (Preston)  said,  that 

afi  they  were  on  the  question  of  the  clerks 

of  the  War  Office,  he  wished  to  ask  the 

[ght  hon.  Gentleman  a  question  upon,  a 
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matter  which  was  strongly  resented  bj 
the  clerks.  The  opinion  was  that  the 
clerks  of  the  upper  and  lower  division 
should  be  treated  upon  the  same  footing. 
The  clerks  were  called  upon  to  sign  an 
attendance  book,  and  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  was  that  there  should 
be  no  distinction  in  this  respect  between 
the  upper  and  lower  divisions,  except  in 
respect  of  a  few  of  the  clerks  who  were 
at  the  top  of  the  tree,  and  might  in  con- 
sequence be  treated  differently.  The 
Commission  recommended  there  should  be 
no  distinction  drawn  between  the  two 
classes  of  clerks  ;  that  all  should  be  bound 
to  give  their  time  to  the  State  for  a  given 
number  of  hours,  and  that  the  attendance 
and  time  of  leaving  should  be  recorded 
by  both  divisions.  The  manager  of 
Glynn's  Bank  was  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Commission,  and  he  told  the 
Commission  that  in  nearly  all  the  mer- 
cantile firms  in  the  country  the  clerks 
were  required  to  sign  an  attendance  book 
upon  entering  and  leaving  the  premises. 
This  was  a  very  proper  thing  to  adopt  in 
the  Government  Service  ;  but  if  adopted 
it  should  be  carried  out  all  round, 
and  an  end  should  be  put  to  the 
invidious  distinction  drawn  between  the 
upper  and  lov/er  divisions.  He  should 
like  to  get  an  assurance  that  this  in- 
vidious distinction  either  had  or  would 
be  put  an  end  to.  The  lower  division 
had  to  sign  their  names  and  put  down 
the  times  at  ^which  they  entered  and 
when  they  left ;  but  the  upper  divfsion 
merely  signed  their  names,  so  that  there 
was  no  check  whatever  with  regard  to 
them.  Considering  what  a  large  De- 
partment the  War  Office  was,  he  asked 
that  they  would  put  an  end  to  a  system 
that  was  so  strongly  condemned  by  the 
Royal  Commission.  He  did  not  say 
that  the  recommendation  should  apply  to 
every  case,  but  he  did  ask  that  in  the 
bulk  the  clerks  of  the  upper  and  lower 
divisions  should  be  put  upon  the  same 
footing. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL -BANNERMAN 
said,  the  large  question  of  the  proper 
manning  of  the  Finance  Department  of 
the  War  OflSce  had  been  brought  for- 
ward to-day,  and  no  one  could  speak 
upon  it  with  higher  authority  than  his 
hon  Friend  opposite,  who  was  so  long 
connected  with  the  War  Office  and  knew 
all  the  requirements  of  that  Office.  He 
could  not  accept  the  view  taken  by  the 
hon.  Member.      It  must  be  remembered 

Mr,  Hanhury 


that  th6  Pay  Department,  as  it  now 
existed,  was  not  concerned  with  a  large 
part  of  the  duties,  important  duties  that 
had  to  be  discharged  at  the  War  Office, 
The  hon.  Member  spoke  of  the  officers 
of  the  Department  as  an  executive  body, 
but  their  duties  largely  consisted  of  those 
of  cashiers — to  see  that  the  accounts 
were  properly  computed  and  kept.  He 
had  already  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  it 
was  necessary  to  have  all  the  higher 
duties  discharged  in  this  country  by  a 
civilian  Department.  Years  ago,  before 
the  Pay  Department  was  formed,  he 
thought  they  ought  to  proceed  in  the 
opposite  direction — namely,  that  the 
members  of  the  Finance  Department  in 
the  War  Office  might  very  well  dis- 
charge, In  proper  rotation,  the  pay 
duties  at  the  stations,  with  the  regi- 
ments, and  throughout  the  districts 
generally.  But  that  idea  became  im- 
possible when  abont  20  years  since 
the  Pay  Department  was  formed  of  ex- 
combatant  officers.  The  moment  that 
Department  was  formed  it  became  im- 
possible to  amalgamate  the  two  distinct 
branches  of  duties.  He  was  not,  there- 
fore, much  impressed  by  the  arguments 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kingston  (Sir  R. 
Temple)  and  others,  who  were  in  favour 
of  our  adopting  what  was  described  as 
the  Indian'  system.  He  was  supported 
in  this  by  the  opinions  expressed  in  the 
Reports  of  the  Royal  Commissions  to 
which  he  had  previously  alluded.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Guildford  (Mr. 
Brodrick)  seemed  to  think  that  there 
was  too  much  auditing  of  accounts,  but 
he  must  know  that  during  the  last  ten 
years  there  had  been  a  good  many 
changes  in  this  part  of  the  work.  After 
all,  it  should  be  remembered  that  in  the 
Service  they  must  have  a  somewhat  more 
elaborate  system  than  was  necessary  in 
the  cas^  even  of  large  commercial  firms. 
It  was  the  view  of  the  Treasury  that 
there  should  be  a  departmental  audit 
independment  of  the  local  or  check  audit, 
and  the  whole  subject  to  a  test  audit  hj 
the  Auditor  General,  and  this  was  the 
system  now  pursued  at  the  War  Office. 
The  hon.  Member  had  asked  him  why  it 
was  that  an  officer  not  of  the  highest 
rank  in  the  Pay  Department  was  brought 
to  the  War  Office  to  assist  the  Paymaster 
General.  He  did  not  know  why  this 
particular  officer  was  selected,  and  all  he 
could  say  was  that  the  course  adopted  in 
this  case  was   similar   to    that    which 
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prevailed  under  like  circumstances  in  the 
other  departments  of  the  Service.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  the  real  head 
of  the  Pay  Department  now  was  the 
Quartermaster  .  General  himself.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Clapham  (Mr.  Thorn- 
ton) asked  him  a  question  with  regard  to 
the  Junior  Division  clerks  and  their 
holidays.  He  understood  it  was  uniform 
throughout  the  Civil  Service,  and  was 
not  peculiar  to  the  War  Office.  The 
holidays  began  with  14  days  and 
increased,  with  the  service  of  the  officer, 
to  28,  but  that  was  not  peculiar  to  the 
War  Office ;  it  was  adopted  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  Civil  Service. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  asked  him 
as  to  the  upper  and  lower  division  clerks, 
whether  any  difference  was  made  in  the 
hours  and  in  the  stringency  of  the  re- 
quirements of  their  attendance.  His 
answer  was,  there  was  none.  The  rule 
was  that  a  diary  was  kept  showing 
the  attendance  of  all  the  clerks  employed 
except  those  in  staff  positions.  There 
was  no  distinction  in  this  matter  l^etween 
the  clerks  of  the  First  and  the  Second 
Division.  He  thought  that  explanation 
would  lie  satisfactory  to  his  hon.  Friend. 
The  whole  question  of  the  relation  of 
the  Pay  Department  to  the  Finance 
Branch  of  the  War  Office  was  most  inte- 
resting and  important.  He  had  stated 
his  views  on  the  general  proposition, 
but  the  subject  would  be  constantly 
kept  in  view,  especially,  as  his  hon. 
Friend  had  said,  now  that  the  time  was 
approaching  when  some  sort  of  change 
might  conveniently  be  made.  He  need 
hardly  say  that  he  would  consider  all 
that  his  hon.  Friend  had  said  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  had  stated  frankly  the 
views  he  entertained  at  present,  but  he 
thought  there  would  be  greater  difficulty 
in  adopting  the  proposals  which  found 
favour  with  his  hon.  Friend  than  he 
seemed  to  think. 

Mr.  BRODBICK  said,  there  was  ver^ 
little  difference  between  him  and  his 
right  hon.  Friend.  It  was  quite  clear 
that  the  early  prepossessions  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  were  in  favour  of  the 
course  he  (Mr.  Brodrick)  had  suggested. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
(interposing)  said,  that  the  control  in  the 
War  Office  must  be  civilian.  He  believed 
that  was  accepted  for  many  reasons,  and 
what  he  thought  would  be  an  economical 
and  efficient  arrangement  would  be  that 
the  junior  members  of  the  establishment 
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of  the  War  Office  should  go  a]>out  and 
act  as  paymasters  in  order  to  acquire 
familiarity  with  the  ordinary  pay  duty 
locally,  and  which  they  might  be  called 
upon  to  criticise. 

Mr.  brodrick  was  glad  that,  at 
any  rate,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  agreed 
with  him  that  there  was  a  great  advantage 
in  the  Finance  Branch  and  Pay  Branch 
being,  to  some  extent,  interchangeable, 
in  order  that  they  might  acquire  a 
familiarity  with  the  duties  they  were 
afterwards  called  upon  to  criticise  ;  and^ 
after  the  right  hon.  Gentleman^s  remarks 
on  that  point,  he  did  not  despair  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  entering  deeper 
into  the  consideration  of  the  question. 
He  only  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
clearing  up  one  or  two  small  points. 
One  was  this  :  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  these  officers  who  were 
engaged  in  pay  duties  were  not  the 
officers  best  calculated  to  acquire  know- 
ledge as  to  the  large  questions  of  policy 
which  arose  at  the  War  Office.  But  he 
(Mr.  Brodrick)  never  proposed  that 
persons  who  had  been  engaged  in  dis- 
charging duties  connected  with  pay 
should  be  asked  to  perform  the  duties  of 
Accountants  General.  His  suggestion 
was  that  there  were  branches  of  the  War 
Office  which  dealt  with  the  criticism  of 
pay  sheets  and  payments  of  money,  and 
he  thought  that  possibly  some  advantage 
might  be  gained  if  they  were  to  proceed 
on  the  lines  he  had  indicated.  He  was 
very  much  encouraged  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  expression  of  opinion  with 
regard  to  audit.  Nothing  could  be 
sounder  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman'^ 
suggestion  with  regard  especially  to 
small  questions  of  disallowances  and  so 
forth,  whether  made  by  the  War  Office 
officials  or  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  De- 
partment, that  reference  should  be  made 
for  final  decision  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War.  Nothing  could  be  more 
anomalous  than  the  present  situation,, 
under  which  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  was  paid  £5,000  a  year,  wa* 
given  enormous  responsibility  in  every 
direction,  and  yet  when  a  question 
of  the  payment  of  2d:  or  6cl,  wa» 
concerned,  as  to  which  there  had 
been  a  disallowance,  he  was  not  con- 
sidered sufficiently  competent  to  arrive 
at  an  impartial  settlement  of  a  great  and 
engrossing  matter.  He  thought  that  if 
this  question  of  audit  could  be  in  anj 
way   further   simpiyigefl^^.^n^J^^pe- 
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duplication  of  the  audit  iu  regard  to 
small  sums  could  be  done  away  with,  it 
would  bo  a  great  advantage.  He  con- 
sidered that  the  Quartermaster  General 
ought  not  to  be  merely  the  nominal,  but 
the  actual,  head  of  the  Army  Pay  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  HANBUBY,  as  a  Member  of 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  desired 
to  say  be  did  not  believe  there  was  a 
more  useful  officer  in  the  Kingdom  than 
the  Auditor  and  Comptroller  General,  and 
when  he  made  complaints  as  to  sixpence 
here  and  sixpence  there  it  only  showed 
the  care  with  which  this  official  exercised 
his  functions.  No  Department  so  per- 
sistently fought  the  Auditor  and  Comp* 
troller  General  as  did  the  War  Office.  It 
was  a  constant  battle  every  year  ;  the 
War  Office  fought  the  Auditor  and  Comp- 
troller General  at  every  step,  and  instead 
of  welcoming  him  as  an  assistant  to  see 
that  the  audit  was  properly  managed  they 
seemed  to  take  a  delight  in  giving  liim 
as  much  trouble  as  possible.  The  Auditor 
and  Comptroller  General  was  placed  there 
to  see  that  the  work  of  the  Department 
as  regarded  finances  was  properly  done, 
and  it  was  not  sufficient  to  have  merely 
an  inside  audit  for  the  War  Office.  He 
hoped  nothing  would  be  said  in  the 
House  that  would  in  any  way  weaken 
the  authority  of  the  Auditor  and  Comp- 
troller General.  He  knew  that  the 
two  Front  Benches  were  the  natural 
enemies  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
Genera],  than  whom  there  was  no 
more  deserving  official  in  the  whole 
country,  nor  one  to  whom  Parliament 
owed  so  much. 

Colonel  LOOKWOOD  (Essex,  Ep- 
ping)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  to  order  some  inquiry  into  the  whole 
barrack  canteen  system. 

The  chairman  observed  that  this 
question  did  not  properly  arise  on  the 
particular  Vote  at  present  before  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said,  he  felt 
bound  to  call  attention  to  an  instance  of 
pluralism.  He  had  endeavoured  without 
success  to  get  a  day  for  a  discussion  of 
the  Return  he  had  obtained  this  year  re- 
specting pluralists  generally,,  and  had  he 
succeeded  in  doing  so  he  woul^  not  have 
been  driven,  against  his  will,  to  jingle  out 
the  individual  case  of  the  Duke  <4  Cam- 
bridge, the  Commander-in-Chieh.  The 
Return  showed  that  there  were  439  per- 
sons in  receipt  of  more  than  one  allow- 
Mr,  Brodriek 


ance  or  payment  out  of  the  public  funds, 
and  that  the  total  amount  these  persons 
received  was  about  £500,000.  This  was 
the  first  occasion  on  which  he  had  come  in 
the  Estimates  upon  a  definite  instance  of 
pluralism;  and  he  regretted  that  he  was 
driven  to  call  attention  to  the  instance. 
He  knew  nothing  about  the  Army*,  his 
ideas  being  generally  that  it  consisted  of  a 
numbet  of  men  in  red  coats  marching 
behind  a  band  that  played  more  or  less  in 
tune.  He  believed,  however,  that  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge  was  an  extremely 
able  and  competent  Commander-in-Chief. 
He  noticed  in  the  Votes  an  item  of  £4,500 
for  the  Commander-in-Chief,  but  the 
Estimate  for  1894-95  was  £6,632.  There 
was  a  note  to  the  item  of  £4,500  stating 
'*  These  receipts  include  all  emoluments 
except  pensions  for  wounds  and  rewards 
for  distinguished  services."  Of  course,  he 
did  not  know  whether  there  might  not  be 
in  another  portion  of  the  Estimates  a 
pension  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge  for  wounds  or  a  reward  for 
distinguished  services^  No  information 
was  given  to  show  why  the  item  of 
£4,500  was  increased  to  £6,632  for 
1894-95,  but  the  Return  respecting 
pluralists  supplied  the  missing  informa- 
tion. The  sum  of  £6,632  was  made  up  of 
£4,500,  the  salary  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  and  an  additional  sum  of  £2,131 
odd  for  the  honorary  colonelcy  of  the 
Grenadier  Guards.  In  addition,  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge  as  a  Royal  Prince  had  an 
allowance  of  £12,000,  which  he  should  be 
the  last  to  grudge  to  His  Royal  Highness, 
whilst  as  Ranger  of  Richmond  Park  he 
received  a  salary  of  £109  10s.,  so  that 
his  total  receipts  were  £18,741  48.  2d. 
There  was  no  allusion  in  the  Estimates  to 
the  fact  that  the  Duke  was  in  receipt 
of  any  other  income  than  that 
which  appeared  on  the  Estimates. 
In  allowing  the  present  system  to 
continue  the  Govermneot  were  placing 
so  eminent  a  person  as  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge in  an  awkward  position.  If  he 
was  to  receive  these  different  amounts 
they  ought  to  be  put  in  a  consolidated 
sum.  If  it  were  thought  right  to  con- 
tinue the  honorary  colonelcy  of  the 
Grenadier  Guards,  he  should  have 
thought  it  .would  have  been  given  to 
some  battered  old  veteran  who  had 
spent  his  days  in  India,  and  he  said  he 
thought  that  the  Duke  of  Cambridge 
would  have  been  delighted  to  hand  over 
the  office  to  such  a  man.     And  so  wita 
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regard  to  the  miserable  sum  of  £109  lOs. 
for  the  Rangership  of  Richmond  Park — 
it  ought  to  be  given  to  some  policeman 
who  had  hurt  himself  or  been  injured, 
perhaps  in  some  afifraj  with  Fenians.  He 
held  that  a  great  nation  like  this  should 
act  in  a  generous  manner  to  everj  mem- 
ber of  its  Royal  Family,  but  he  thought 
that  a  strict  rule  should  be  laid  down 
that  when  a  man  had  a  postiin  the  Public 
Service  he  was  bound  to  igive  the  whole 
of  his  time  to  the  duties  of  that  post  and 
to  receive  only  the  pfty  attached  to  that 
post.  He  did  not  say  that  the  amount 
paid  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  was 
excessive,  but  he  did  say  that  it  ought  to 
be  aggregated,  and  that  the  salary  of  an 
eminent  personage,  an  able  General,  and 
a  gallant  soldier  like  the  Duke  ought  not 
to  be  made  up  of  various  sums,  including 
such  a  trifling  amount  as  that  for  the 
Rangership  of  Richmond  Park. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL -BANNERM an 
said,  that  when  he  remembered  the  large 
part  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down  had  taken  in  the  discussion  of  mili- 
tary affairs,  and  recollected  the  confession 
he  had  made  at  the  beginning  of  his 
speech  respecting  the  amount  of  his 
knowledge  of  the  Army — he  said  his  idea 
of  the  Army  was  a  number  of  men  in 
red  coats  marching  more  or  less  in  order 
to  a  band  playing  more  or  less  in  tune — 
he  was  overwhelmed  with  gratitude  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  having  been  able 
with  such  small  material  to  accomplish 
80  much  in  the  House.  The  hon.  Member 
had  brought  forward  a  tremendous 
grievance.  It  appeared  that  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge  was  receiving  £6,632, 
whereas  the  fixed  salary  of  his  office 
as  Commander-in-Chief  '  was  only 
£4,500.  The  fact  was,  that  the  Duke 
was  appointed  to  the  honorary  colonelcy 
of  the  Grenadier  Guards  and  to 
the  Commandership- in -Chief  before 
the  salary  was  fixed  at  £4,500, 
and  therefore  he  naturally  continued  to 
receive  the  salary  at  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed. The  old  system  of  paying 
honorary  colonels  had  been  abolished  so 
far  as  future  appointments  were  con- 
cerned ;  but  the  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
having  been  appointed  under  the  old 
conditions,  naturally  still  drew  the  emolu- 
ments attaching  to  his  appointment. 
There  was  nothing  irregular,  strange,  or 
unaccountable  in  thisi 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester,^ 
N.E.),    interposing,    pointed    out    tb 


general  officers  who  were  appointed  to 
the  colonelcies  of  regiments  still  received 
£1,000  a  year  in  lieu  of  the  old  allowance 
for  clothing,  and  the  Duke  of  Cambridge 
iu  this  respect  did  not  differ  from  other 
colonels. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL -BANNERMAN 
said,  be  understood  that  in  future  no  pay 
would  attach  to  honorary  colonelcies, 

Mr.  BRODRICK  remarked  that  there 
were  certain  officers  who  had  not  accepted 
the  new  rate,  and  who  had  claims  to  be 
appointed  to  these  posts,  and  these  officers 
would  receive  salaries  if  they  were  ap- 
pointed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL -BANNERMAN 
said,  that  that  was  the  case,  but  under 
the  new  system  honorary  colonels  would 
have  no  salaries  whatever.  The  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  alluded  to 
other  sources  of  emolument  of  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge  —  namely,  as  a  Royal 
Prince  and  as  Ranger  of  Richmond 
Park.  He  was  not  sure  whether  this 
was  voted  by  Parliament.  If  it  was 
usual  in  the  Estimates  to  state  in  any  one 
place  all  the  emoluments  of  vot^d  money 
enjoyed  by  the  officers  in  question,  he 
would  see  that  in  another  year  they  were 
shown. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said,  that 
it  was  laid  down  in  the  first  page  of  these 
Estimates  that  the  emoluments  should  be 
stated.  The  salary  in  connection  with 
Richmond  Park  ought  to  be  stated. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL -BANNERMAN 
said,  that  the  salary  of  the  Duke  as 
Ranger  of  Richmond  Park  ought  to  be 
stated  in  the  Votes,  and  he  would  see 
that  this  was  done  in  future.  The  allow- 
ance made  to  his  Royal  Highness  as  a 
Royal  Prince,  he  understood,  the  hon. 
Member  did  not  claim  to  have  inserted. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  said,  the  hon. 
Member  had  been  in  error  in  referring 
to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge  as  though  he  were  the  only 
person  receiving  this  extra  pay. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  did  not 
say  so. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  said  that,  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
in  receiving  a  certain  pay  as  honorary 
colonel  of  the  Grenadier  Guards,  was 
only  iiS"the  same  position  as  scores  of 
other^  general  officers.  There  was  a 
sufa  of  £23,000  taken  for  general  officers, 
lonorary  colonels  of  regiments  of  the 
Cavalry,  £13,000  for  general  officers, 
colonels  commandant  of  Artillery ;  and 
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gams  were  also  takeu  for  colonels  of 
Engineers,  of  Infantry,  and  of  colonial 
corps.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge  occu- 
pied no  special  position  In  this  respect, 
and  it  would  be  wrong  and  unjust  to 
point  to  him  as  one  who  was  receiying 
exceptional  treatment.  As  one  who  had 
served  in  the  field  in  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge's division,  and  having  a  lively 
recollection  of  and  pride  in  the  fact,  he 
might  be  allowed  to  say  that  he  was 
glad  His  Royal  Highness  received  the 
honours  which  were  his  due.  There  was 
not  a  soldier  in  the  Army  who  was  not 
glad  to  see  the  Duke  at  the  bead  of  it, 
and  ho  was  sure  the  country  did  not 
grudge  any  honour  to  so  devoted  a 
soldier,  who  was  alike  admired  and  re- 
spected by  the  Army. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
stated  what  he  himself  had  intended  to 
say,  that  the  Duke  occupied  no  excep- 
tional position.  His  Royal  Highness 
was  appointed  under  the  old  system. 
Officers  who  had  purchase  rights  had  the 
option  either  to  go  forward  with  a  pro- 
spect of  retiring  on  the  new  and  larger 
allowance  or  to  continue  on  the  old  scale 
with  the  chance  of  being  appointed  to 
the  command  of  a  regiment.  Therefore, 
for  some  time  to  come  these  honorary 
colonelcies  would  continue  on  the  Army 
List.  There  were,  however,  many  officers 
who  received  no  money  at  all  for  them, 
but  held  these  positions  in  order  to  per- 
petuate old  and  valuable  service. 

Mu.  JEFFREYS  (Hants,  Basing- 
stoke) said,  he  was  sorry  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  King's  Lynn  in  his  attack  on 
pluralities  had  selected  this  Vote  for 
criticism. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  am 
forced  to  do  it. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  said,  he  supposed  the 
hon.  Member  was  forced  to  do  it  because 
this  was  the  first  Vote  on  the  list.  The 
hon.  Member  did  not  object  to  the 
salary  of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
wjiicli  was^not  aja|;g;e  one  for  a  person 
in;>Krfespousible  ^ositie^i  as  compared 
even  with  that  of  the  Secretary  for  War 
himself.  Moreover,  these  fe^  prizes  to 
general  officers  did  not  call  for*  interfer- 
ence, and  would  soon  come  to  an  end  ; 
therefore,  economists  need  feel  no  alarm 
in  regard  to  them.  >^ 

Mr.  HANBURY  said,  he  did  n^ 
understand  that  the  hon.  Member  for^ 
King's   Lynn  raised    objection    to    the' 
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amount  of  the  salary  of  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge.  His  objection  was  with 
regard  to  confusion  in  the  financial 
accounts.  The  hon.  Member  thought 
the  House  should  know  the  amount  they 
were  paying  to  everybody  and  for  what. 
That,  he  submitted,  was  the  proper  way 
of  framing  the  Estimates.  He  was  very 
glad  that  this  question  had  been  raised, 
for  it  brought  out  the  fact  that  the  salary 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  was  to  l)e 
only  £4,500,  which  was  not  even  the 
salary  of  a  Puisne  Judge,  and  only  half 
that  of  the  Attorney  General.  Econo- 
mist as  he  was,  he  did  not  think  that 
this  was  adequate  for  the  head  of  the 
Army,  in  view  of  his  great  responsibili- 
ties. It  was  monstrous  that  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  British  Army 
should  be  dependent  upon  an  honorary 
colonelcy  or  anything  of  the  sort  for  the 
augmentation  of  his  income. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

2.  £1,516,400,  Retired  Pay,  Half-Pay, 
and  other  Non-Effisctive  Charges  for 
Officers,  &c. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex, 
Eppin^)  wished  to  refer  to  the  com- 
pensation received  by  the  wives  and 
widows  of  men  injured  from  time  to  time 
in  the  explosions  which  had  occurred  at 
Waltham  Abbey. 

The  chairman  :  This  Vote  is  for 
officers. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said,  he  wished 
on  this  Vote  to  call  attention  to  the  dis- 
missal of  Colonel  M'Clintock  from 
Waltham*  He  took  it  that  Colonel 
M'Clintock  came  under  the  Vote. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
rose  to  Order.  He  submitted  that  on  this 
Vote  they  could  only  discuss  the  condi- 
tions of  retired  pay  and  half-pay.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  open  to  discuss  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  putting  a 
certain  officer  on  half-pay. 

The  chairman  said,  he  was  quite 
certain  that  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
right.  The  hon.  Member  was  not  in 
Order. 

Mr.  HANBURY  urged  that  the  Com- 
mittee was  now  about  to  vote  half-pay 
to  Colonel  M^Clintock,  and  as  a  Member 
of  Parliament  he  had  a  right  to  object  to 
do  so.  Surely,  he  was  to  be  allowed  to 
go  into  that,  because  the  Half-Pay  Vote 
had  been  increased  by  the  fact  that  Colonel 
M'Clintock  had  been  dismissed  from 
Waltham  Abbeg^§itizeHe  would,  If  neces* 
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aary,  move  to  reduce  the  Vote  b3r  flOO.' 
Three  weeks  or  a  month  ago  he  had  ^))t| 
a  qaeslioQ  to  the  Secretarj  of  Stale,^auMlf 
had  asked  whether  it  was  a  fact«*-as  he 
(Mr.  Hanbniy)  was  informed  it  wa»-«^ 
that  Coloael  M'Cliotock  had  been  dis- 
missed from  his  appointment  as  Snperia- 
tondent  of  the  Waltham  Factory  because 
he  objected  to  the  uew  buildings  as 
dangerous  that  were  being'  erected  on 
the  old  site;  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
replied  that  Colonel  M^Clintoek  had  been 
dismissed,  and  ga^e  the  curious  explana- 
tion that  whcL  the  plan  had  been  shown 
to  him  in  the  first  instance  Colonel 
M^Clintock  had  raised  no  objection.  He 
had  ^nce  been  infiH*med  by  Colonel 
M'Clintock  that  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  incorrect,  but 
that  two  days  after  the  explosion  Mr« 
Anderson,  the  Director  General  at  Wool- 
wich, and  'Cok>nel  Sale,  R.S.,  consulted 
him.  The  three  took  counsel  together  as 
to  the  particular  shape  and  traverses,  and 
internal  arrangements  of  the  buildings, 
but  not  a  single  word  was  said  as  to 
their  being  rebuilt  on  the  old  site.  It 
was  not,  therefore,  in  acccordance  with 
the  facts  that  Colonel  M'Olintook  ha«l 
given  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  old  site 
was  a  safe  one.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
as  soon  as  he  knew  that  the  present 
buildings  were  to  be  erected  on  the  sank) 
groand  as  the  factory  before  occupied, 
and  in  dangerous  proximity  to  one 
another,  he  at  once  wrote  to  Mr.  Ander- 
son, and  then  to  the  War  Office,  saying 
that  in  his  important  position  as  head  of 
the  factory,  and  as  such  responsible  for 
the  safety  of-  his  workmen — he  the  ex- 
pert on  the  spot-   ■  ■■ 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANN£RMAN  : 
No,  no. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  Then  who  was 
the  expert  on  the  spot?  Who  was 
there  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
factory  who  had  as  muck  knowledge  of 
what  was  dangerous  as  Colonel  M^Clin- 
tock  ?  It  would  not  be  maintained  that 
it  was  Mr.  Anderson  or  Colonel  Sale, 
who  was  only  an  engineer,  having  to  do 
with  the  buiklings.  This  officer,  respon- 
sible to  the  War  Office  for  the  factory, 
wrote  to  Mr<  Anderson,  saying  that  ex- 
perts had  been  over  the  factory,  and  con- 
firmed his  opinion  as  to  the  dangerous 
character  of  the  old  site,  and  asking  that 
another  expert  should  be  sent  down  to 
report  on  the  matter.  Mn  Anderson  in 
his  reply  did  not  say  that  it  was  unne« 
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Vsessaryt  to  have  an  expert,  but  objected 
•to  the  expert  that  had  been  named  in  his 
letter-  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a 
foteigBer.  Colonel  MOltntock  repeated 
his*  snggestion,  and  asked  Mr.  •  Anderson 
to  send  down  whatever  expert  he  liked. 
But  this  Mr.  Anderson  refused  to  do. 
Shortly  afterwards  Colonel  M^Clintock 
received  a  letter  from  the  War  Office 
sayittg  that  if  he  could  not  work  under 
Mr.  Anderson  he  had  better  resign  his 
appointment.  He  submitted  that  Colonel 
M^Clintock's  opinion  was  of  great  weight 
in  such  a  matter.  He  was  not  like  an 
Artillery  officer  sent  down  to  a  factory 
for  five  years  to  pick  up  what  knowledge 
he  could,  and  then  sent  back  to  his  regi- 
ment. He  had  had  20  years*  experience 
in  that  particular  branch  of  the  Service^ 
and  the  Government  by  refusing  to  give 
his  views  proper  consideration  were 
running  a  great  risk.  It  was  true  that 
cordite  was  a  .new  explosive,  but 
Colonel  M'Clintock  had  hiid  as  much 
experience  of  its  manufacture  as  any- 
one else.  There  should  have  been 
very  strong  reasons  for  disregarding 
his  opinion.  No  doubt  the  War  Office 
might  have  really  good  reaso as  for  think- 
ing it  advisable  to  remove  Colonel 
M^lintock  from  his  post  as  head  of  the 
factory,  but  that  in  no  way  altered  the 
fact  that  the  reason  they  had  first  given 
was  not  the  actual  reason  for  his  dis- 
missal. No  doubt  the  real  reason  was 
that  they  were  dissatisfied  with  his  work. 
If  they  considered  that  he  was  an  incom- 
petent man  for  the  post  no  one  could 
have  compUiined.  He  said  that  frankly ; 
but  Colonel  M^CIintock  ought  to  have 
been  informed  of  such  conclusion  directly 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  which  had  sat 
to  inquire  into  the  explosions  at  Waltham 
was  out.  Colonel  M'Clintock  ought  to 
have  been  dismissed  if  it  was  thought 
that  blame  attached  to  him.  The  Go- 
vernment ought  not  to  have  waited  until, 
in  the  interest  of  the  safety  of  the 
workmen,  C(»lonel  M^Clintock  protested 
against  buildings  being  erected  on  the 
old  site.  So  far  as  he  could  gather,  after 
the  consultation  between  Mr.  Anderson, 
Colonel  Sale,  and  Colonel  M'Clintock, 
no  other  person  was  consulted  as  to  the 
buildings  ^i|^  be  erected.  The  War 
Office  sa^^^'^bat  Colonel  M'Clintock  had 
made  h{^  ^^i  responsible  for  the  new 
bnildir  Qj^'^fi^^  old  site,  but  it  turned 

^^^  4hat  he  '^  ^^^  °^^  ^^^  ^^^^'  ^^ 
(Mnrs  could  it)  could  prove  that,  in  the 
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first  place,  Colonel  MHDliQtock  had  not 
approved  of  tbe  buildings,  and  that  in 
reality  he  was  dismissed  before  he  was 
eonsidercd  inoompetent.  He  submitted 
that  the  War  Office  should  hare  taken 
direct  steps  to  remove  an  incompetent 
person,  ai^  not  liave  waited  until  some 
chance  aocident  gave  them  the  opportu* 
nitj  to  get  rid  of  him  on  apparently 
other  grounds.  He  thought,  therefore, 
that  the  House  of  Commons,  considering 
the  somewhat  inconsistent  reasons  that 
had  been  given,  had  a  right  to  ask  what 
the  real  reason  was  that  led  to  Colonel 
MKDlintock^s  dismissal. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  •  BANNERMAN 
said,  that  although  he  believed  the  dis- 
discussion  on  the  subject  raised  by  his 
hon.  Friend  was  irregular,  he  was  willing 
to  take  his  part  in  it.  The  hon.  Member 
brought  up  this  case  at  the  instance  of 
Colonel  M'Clintock. 

Mr.  H anbury  :  Not  at  hU  in- 
stance. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
Well,  on  information  supplied  by  him* 
Having  that  information,  the  hon. 
Member  immediately  assumed  a  lofty 
attitude.  He  assumed  the  absolute 
truth  of  everything  that  had  been  told 
him,  and  that  the  evidence  supplied 
to  the  War  Office  had  completely  broken 
down.  As  the  matter  had  again  been 
brought  forward,  he  (Mr.  Campbell- 
Ban  nerman)  was  obliged  to  speak  even 
more  plainly  than  he  did  last  time.  The 
facts  of  the  case  were  perfectly  clear, 
and  he  failed  to  see  how  the  explana- 
tions he  had  given  on  former  occasions 
were  conflicting.  When  Colonel  M^Clin- 
tock  was  given  the  appointment  at 
Waltham  Abbey  there  was  a  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  whether  or  no  he  was  a 
fit  person  to  be  placed  in  that  responsible 
position.  It  was  true  that  he  had  held 
a  similar  position  in  one  or  two  factories 
before  he  went  to  Waltham,  one  of 
which  was  a  rifle  arms  factory  ;  but  they 
did  not  require  at  those  places  the  same 
kind  of  knowledge  as  was  imperative  for 
a  man  to  possess  who  was  the  head  of 
such  a  factory  as  Waltham  Abbey, 
where  the  work  throughout  was  of  the 
most  delicate  nature  and  Quired  the 
utmost  technical  skill.  Th^  explosion 
at  the  gunpowder  factory  oM  rred,  and 
it  was  fully  inquired  into  by  J  «npetent 
Committee.  On  the  evidenne  d^en  by 
that  Committee  the  hon.  B{emb6.(Mr. 
Hanbury)  himself,  standingPot^    to  sual 

Mr.  Hanbury 


familiar  attitude,  propounded  to  him  (Mr. 
J^ampbell-Bannerman)  a  series  of  roost 
'i^uasUng  questions  how  this  and  that 
carelessness  and  laxity  could  have  been 
allowed  in  the  very  house  where  the  ex- 
plosion occurred.  If  there  was  careless* 
ness  and  laxity^  who  was  responsible  for 
it  but  Colonel  MKDlintock,  who  was 
now  the  protege  of  the  hon.  Member  ? 

Mr.  hanbury  said  he  would  correct 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  had  said  that 
if  Colonel  M'Clintock  had  been  dismissed 
originally  for  carelessness,  he  (Mr.  Han- 
bury) should  have  been  the  last  to  object. 
What  he  contended  now,  however,  was 
that  it  was  unjust  to  allege  as  the  cause 
of  his  dismissal  that  which  he  denied. 
The  charge  brought  against  him  was  not 
one  of  carelessness,  but  that  he  had  not 
given  his  sanction  to  the  new  buildings 
being  erected  on  the  old  site. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
said,  it  was  of  the  first  explosioa  and  of 
tbe  circumstances  disclosed  at  the  inquiry 
that  he  had  been  speaking.  After  tiie 
second — ^the  nitro-glycerine-— explosion  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  War 
Office  to  take  action  in  the  matter  by  re- 
building. The  matter  had  then  become 
of  the  extremest  urgency  in  order  that  the 
War  Office  might  be  able  to  provide  the 
necessary  supplies  of  ammunition  for  the 
Army.  They,  therefore,  set  about  taking 
immediate  steps,  took  the  best  advice 
they  could  obtain,  and  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee of  Investigation.  The  Committee 
investigated  the  matter,  and  the  War 
Office  had  the  advantage  of  the  advice 
of  Sir  F.  Abel,  Colonel  Majendie,  Dr. 
Anderson,  and  Colonel  Sale.  Sir  F» 
Abel,  at  all  events,  had  an  interest  in  the 
success  of  cordite,  which  would  make 
him  exceedingly  careful  in  the  advice  he 
gare.  They  saw  Colonel  MK^Ilintock  and 
discussed  with  him  the  plan  and  cha* 
racter  of  the  buildings  to  be  erected  on  the 
site  of  those  destroyed.  No  question  was 
raised  as  to  locality  or  as  to  the  policy  of 
building  on  the  same  site.  Colonel 
M'Clintock  and  everybody  else  knew 
where  the  remains  of  the  old  buildings  were 
and  that  they  were  to  be  re-erected  oa 
that  site.  That  was  an  understood  thing  by 
everybody,  and  the  expediency  of  doing  so 
under  the  circumstances  was  confirmed 
by  all  the  competent  authorities.  The 
hon.  Member  had  said  that  a  better  and 
more  authoritative  Report  had  been  sent 
in.  Colonel  M^Clintock  had  no  special 
knowledge  of  Bit«,  -  |l^^^^^h«l 
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only  had  experience  for  a  year  and  a- 
half  at  the  gunpowder  factory,  and  had 
been  for  a  much  shorter  time  at  the  cor- 
dite factory  ;  he  did  not  profess  to  be  an 
expert  adviser,  and  was  not  recognised 
as  snch  ;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
were  few  men  who  knew  more  abont  the 
snbject  than  Dr.  Anderson,  Sir  F.  Abel, 
and  Colonel  Majendie,  upon  whose  ex- 
perience the  War  Office  were  quite  con- 
tent to  rely.  To  their  astonishment 
Colonel  M^CHntock  some  days  after  the 
consultation  wrote  to  say  he  wonid  not 
be  responsible  for  the  re-erection  of  the 
buildings  on  the  same  site.  That  change 
indicated  a  certain  amount  of  vacillation 
or  weakness  of  opinion.  If  he  had  been 
the  best  possible  superintendent  or  man- 
ager for  the  factory,  and  if  he  had  had  a 
technical  knowledge  of  nitro-glycerine, 
he  might  have  been  sent  for  and  ques- 
tioned as  to  why  he  differed  from  the 
high  authorities  named  ;  but  as  he  had 
not  these  qualities,  and  as  the  matter  was 
urgent,  it  was  impossible  to  proceed 
with  the  erection  of  the  buildings  with 
him  as  superintendent  on  the  spot  after 
he  had  declared  his  disagreement  with 
the  plan,  and  that  he  dissented  from  the 
work  proposed  to  be  done.  He  was,  for 
those  reasons,  on  his  own  responsibility, 
obliged  to  dismiss  Colonel  MK71intock  ; 
and  he  was  quite  ready  to  take  the  whole 
blame  for  having  done  so,  if  any  blame 
attached.  Colonel  M*Clintock  was  an 
excellent  man  and  had  endeavoured  to  do 
his  duty  ;  but  he  was  not  a  disciplinarian, 
and  in  other  respects  he  did  not  appear  to 
be  the  man  required  at  the  Waltham 
Factory.  Finding  that  he  exhibited  this 
vacillation  of  opinion  on  a  most  urgent 
matter,  and  his  dissent  from  the  plan  of 
re-erection  making  it  undesirable  he 
should  continue  superintending  the  re- 
erection  of  the  buildings,  it  was  thought 
better  to  tell  him  that  his  services  were 
no  longer  required.  No  hostility  was 
felt  towards  Colonel  M'Clintock  ;  but  as 
Secretary  for  War  he  had  an  immense 
responsibility  in  the  matter,  and  the 
moment  he  came  to  that  conclusion  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  act  upon  it.  The 
hon.  Member  asked  why  this  officer  was 
not  dismissed  before,  but  the  War  Office 
would  not  have  been  warranted  in  taking 
any  steps  until  they  had  received  the 
Reports  upon  the  explosions. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex, 
Epping)  said,  the  inconvenience  of  dis- 
cussing  this  subject,  a  second  and  third 


time  without  the  Report  became  more  and 
more  apparent.  Though  the  Report  had 
been  sent  in  some  time  ago  no  oppor- 
tunity had  been  afforded  the  House  of 
seeing  it.  The  Report  was  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  hon.  Members  who  desired 
to  bring  the  matter  forward.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that,  being 
under  enormous  responsibility  in  this 
matter,  he  had  not  chosen  to  go  against 
the  advice  of  men  on  whom  he  could  rely 
and  who  were  more  conversant  with  the 
dangers  of  nitro-glycerine  manufacture 
than  was  Colonel  MK)lintock,  who  had 
apparently  been  dismissed  on  account  of 
an  absolute  difference  of  opinion  between 
him  and  the  responsible  advisers  of  the 
War  Office  as  to  the  re-erection  of  these 
buildings  on  the  same  site. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said,  it  was  not  so  much  the  difference  of 
opinion  as  the  impossibility  of  retaining 
his  services  under  the  circumstances. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  urged  that, 
as  Colonel  M^Clintock  had  been  at  the 
Waltham  Factory  18  months  since  the 
nitro-glycerine  manufacture  had  been 
going  on  there,  he  had  surely  some  means 
of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  the  buildings 
that  were  required  to  be  erected  ;  it  was 
disquieting  to  know  that  there  were 
grave  differences  of  opinion  about  them. 
Colonel  M^Clintock  must  have  had  grave 
reason  for  believing  in  the  danger,  when 
he  knew  that  any  objection  on  his  part 
would  ensure  his  absolute  dismissal  by 
the  War  Office.  Was  the  House  now  to 
understand  that  these  buildings  were  to 
be  erected  on  exactly  the  same  spot  and 
of  exactly  the  same  dimensions  ?  At  the 
time  he  brought  forward  the  question  of 
the  Report,  he  suggested  the  propriety  of 
the  ground  round  these  buildings  being 
extended. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
said,  although  they  were  being  erected 
on  the  old  site  they  were  not  in  the  same 
form  as  the  old  buildings  ;  and  there 
were  to  be  other  changes.  The  contents 
were  not  to  reach  anything  like  the 
volume  they  did  formerly ;  and  the 
cordite  was  to  be  gradually  removed  to 
the  lower  island.  Fully  competent  autho- 
rities said  there  would  now  be  no  danger. 

Mr.HANBURY  inquired  whether  the 
correspondence  relating  to  the  case  was 
to  be  laid  on  the  Table  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
said,  that  he  would  ascertain  whether  the 
letters  could  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
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House.  He  thougUt^  however,  that  the 
hon*  Member  had  seen  them. 

Mr.  BBODHICK  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman^s  statement  was  a  revela- 
tion to  him  that  ColoDei  M'Clintock  was 
an  officer  as  to  whose  fitness  for  the  post 
doubts  were  expressed  at  the  time  when 
the  appointmeut  was  made.  His  recol- 
lection of  the  matter  was  that  Colonel 
M'CUntock  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  late  Mr.  £.  Stanhope,  when  Secre- 
tary of  State,  as  an  officer  who  had  done 
excellent  service  at  Sparkbrook,  particu- 
larly in  the  matter  of  discipline.  It  w^as 
unfortunate  that  the  Secretary  of  State, 
not  having  determined  to  dismiss  Colonel 
M^Iintock  after  the  explosion,  found  it 
necessary  to  make  up  his  mind  in  a  hurry 
and  to  dismiss  him  merely .  because  he 
was  at  yariance  with  other  authorities  on 
the  question  of  the  site  for  the  re-erected 
buildings. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
pointed  out  that  Colonel  M'Clintock's 
own  opinion  on  that  question  at  the  time 
of  hid  dismissal  was  practically  contrary 
to  the  opinion  which  he  had  expressed  a 
few  days  previously. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  considered  that  it 
would  have  been  more  satisfactory  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  action  had  been 
founded  on  the  ground  of  Colonel 
M'Clintock*s  fitness  or  unfitness  for  the 
position  which  he  held  at  the  factory,  and 
if  it  had  not  been  influenced  by  the 
differences  of  opinion  upon  the  question 
of  the  site  for  the  new  buildings.  He 
desired  to  guard  Mr.  Stanhope^s  memory 
against  the  imputation  that  he  selected 
Colonel  M^Cliutock  for  the  post  on  any 
other  ground  than  that  of  fitness  for  the 
appointment. 

Mr.  HANBURY  urged  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  ought  either  to  withdraw  his 
charges  against  Colonel  M'Clintock  or  to 
substantiate  them.  It  was  a  very  serious 
thing  for  a  Secretary  of  State  to  make 
vague  charges  of  this  kind  against  an 
officer  who  could  point  to  15  years*  good 
service  in  various  military  departments. 
No  doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
acted  on  certain  authority,  but  it  was  not 
just  to  Colonel  M'Cllntock  that  vague 
charges  should  be  made  against  him  in 
that  way  without  further  information 
being  afforded. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL -BANNERMAN 
protested  against  the  remark  that  vague 
charges  had  been  made.      He  had  not 

Mr,  Campbell 'Hanner man 


brought  any  chaise  against  Colonel 
M'Clintock,  On  the  contrary,  he  had 
endeavoured  to  treat  him  with  the 
greatest  respect.  All  he  had  said  waa 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  people  who  knew 
him,  Colonel  M'Clintock  did  not  possess 
the  disciplinary  qualities  which  were 
required  in  the  head  of  the  Department 
at  Waltham.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Preston  had  now,  by  his  action^  helped  to 
publish  the  fact  that  Colonel  M^Clintock 
was  not  thought  to  possess  those 
qualities.  That  officer  had  done  ex^ 
cellent  service  in  the  positions  which 
he  had  previously  filled,  and  for  appoint- 
ments elsewhere  than  at  Waltbam  he 
would  be,  no  doubt,  admirably  qualified. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said,  the 
House  had  this  fact,  at  all  events,  to  go 
upon  :  that  Colonel  M^Clintock  was  the 
one  man  who  had  had  practical  experience 
in  the  manufacture  of  cordite  under  Go<» 
vernment.  After  the  itxplosiou  occurred^ 
he,  with  his  practical  experience,  gave 
certain  advice  to  the  Government  with 
regard  to  the  re-erection  of  the  buildings. 
That  advice  was  thrown  over,  and  should 
another  explosion  unfortunately  occur  it 
would  be  said  to  have  resulted  from  the 
disregard  of  that  advice.  He  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  assumed  a 
very  serious  and  really  awful  responsi- 
bility by  dismissing  Colonel  M'Cliutock, 
who,  as  he  had  said,  was  the  only  man 
under  the  Government  who  had  had  any 
practical  experience  in  connnection  with 
the  manufacture  of  cordite. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

3.  £1,355,200,  Pensions  and  other 
Non-Effective  Charges  for  Warrant  Offi- 
cers, Non-Commissioned  Officers,  Men^ 
and  others. 

Viscount  WOLMER  (Edinburgh^ 
W.)  asked  for  information  respecting 
Chelsea  and  Kilmainham  Hospitals.  Th& 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  be  only  toa 
well  aware  that  the  question  with  regard 
to  Chelsea  Hospital  was  full  of  complica- 
tions. There  were  at  least  100,000  mea 
who  l>elieved  they  had  a  vested  interest 
in  these  two  hospitals,  and  who  con- 
tended that  they  did  not  belong  to 
the  Crown,  having,  as  they  said,  been 
founded  with  moneys  contributed  by  the 
soldiers  themselves  in  past  generations. 
Their  contention  was  that  the  two 
hospitals  did  not  belong  to  the  Crown 
or  to  the  Nation,  because  they  were  not 
founded    by    publi9g^<^^^^nfi(t|<|9^[^nd8^ 
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but  that  they  belonged  to  the  soLtUers 
themselves,  haviog  been  founded  by 
money  deducted  from  their  pay  in  past 
geueratioDB.  The  movement  now  started 
and  ripening  was  that,  except  for  very 
infirm  men,  the  institutions  should  be 
done  away  with,  and  that  the  other 
pe.'j.sioners  should  receive  increased 
pensions.  Of  course,  the  question  as  to 
what  was  to  be  done  with  the  hospitals 
and  their  sites  should  not  be  lost  sight  of 
in  the  consideration  of  the  matter  by  the 
Secretary  for  War  or  by  Parliament ;  and 
00  that  subject  the  representatives  of  the 

gSDstouers  laid  down  no  definite  scheme, 
ut  they  asserted  that  the  property  was 
theirs  and   not  the  nation's,  and  that  a 
different  adjustment  and   administration 
oi    the    fund    would    give    far     larger 
pensions  than  were  paid  at  present  to  a 
greater     number    of     men    who     were 
ipproaching  old  age,  and  who  were  the 
real  owners  of  the  fund.     He  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  explain  the  attitude 
of   the    War   Office  in   regard   to   this 
^nestioB,  and  to  say  whether  any  action 
wu  contemplated  by  the  Department. 

Me.    CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

<tid,  he  had  referred  the   subject   to  a 

Coofflittee  to  investigate  the  value  and 

<trigiD  of  the  funds,  including  the  Chelsea 

^  Kilm&inham    Hospitals  ;    to   report 

f         whether  the  funds  could  be  better  em- 

{         plojed  than  at   present ;  and   to   state 

t         whether  any  alteration  was  desirable  in 

I         ^  dbpositiou  of  the  funds.     That  Com- 

nitiee  hid  sat   several   times  and    had 

ta*en  evidence  ;    and  would  take    the 

evidence — if  they  had  not  already  done 

»^of  the   leaders   of   the   movement 

•"*^g8t  the   pensioners   to    which    the 

P<>ble  Lord  had  referred.     He  hopcil  to 

have  the  Report  of  the  Committee  in  a 

^^  short  time,  and   truste<l   it  would 

^^  sufficient  information  to  enable  the 

'^P^fUnent  and  the  House  of  Commons 

to^l  with  the  subject. 

CotosEL  MURRAY  (Bath)  rose  to 
^  attention  to  the  pensions  paid  to 
tnmean  and  Indian  Mutiny  veterans, 
^t  jear  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
**  «e  hoped  to  make  arningenients  for 
•/■'ge  increase  in  the  fund  available  for 
T^  pensions,  and  he  hoped  the  right 
'^' Gentleman  would  tell  the  Committee 
what  had  been  done  in  that  direction. 
'^ he  conditions  necessary  to  obtain  the 
Prions  were  that  a  man  must  have 
f®^ed  for  10 years  in  the  Army  and  that 
"« Oust  be  destitute.     Those  conditions 


hit  the  men  very  hardly.  Some  of  them 
earned  6s.  or  7s.  a  week,  and  therefore^ 
Hs  they  were  not  absolute  paupers  and 
could  not  produce  a  certificate  of  desti- 
tution, they  received  no  allowance  from 
this  fund.  Some  old  soldiers  with  very 
small  pensions  of  6d  a  day  had  been 
compelled  to  leave  the  Service  in  conse- 
quence of  wounds,  or  effects  of  climate^ 
or  other  causes  connected  with  that  Ser- 
vice, and  these  causes  also  precluded  them 
from  being  able  to  obtain  employment 
after  leaving  the  Array,  or  if  they  got 
employment  it  was  of  a  character  that 
brought  them  in  only  a  few  shil- 
lings a  week.  The  modern  sol- 
dier had  a  much  better  education  than 
these  old  soldiers,  and,  moreover,  the 
soldier  of  the  present  day  was  far  more 
thought  of  in  the  way  of  having  em- 
ployment procured  for  him  when  he  left 
the  Army  than  the  old  soldier  of  past 
generations.  He  asked  the  Secretary  of 
l^tate  for  War  whether  he  could  not  see 
his  way  to  remove  or  modify  the  present 
restrictions  which  were  placed  upon  ap- 
plicants for  pensions,  and  particularly 
that  the  condition  of  destitution  should 
be  done  away  with  altogether. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  asked  for  figures  as 
to  the  exact  number  of  pensions  for  ser- 
vices before  I860;  the  number  of  men 
waiting  for  pensions  ;  and  the  number  of 
men  finally  refused  pensions. 

Mr.  BARTLEV  (Islington,  N.) 
thought  that  the  system  on  which  these 
pensions  were  granted  was  absolutely 
wrong.  The  requirement  of  practical 
destitution  encouraged  the  very  worst 
qualities  in  these  old  soldiers.  Surely, 
the  War  Department  did  not  want  thcs^e 
old  soldiers  to  become  destitute,  and  yet 
it  told  them  that  unless  they  were 
qualified  by  destitution  they  would  have 
little  chance  of  getting  any  assistance 
from  this  fund.  It  was  something  like 
the  present  Poor  Law  system.  Every 
encouragement  was  given  by  that  system 
to  a  man  to  prove  that  he  was  destitute 
in  order  to  get  the  benefit  of  out-door 
relief.  He  thought  the  fact  that  those 
old  men  luul  got  light  employment  and 
were  earning  a  few  shillings  per  week, 
should  be  no  bar  to  their  getting  those 
(>ensions  in  return  for  the  services  they 
had  rendered  the  country.  With  regard 
to  the  condition  of  10  years'  service,  he 
knew  the  Minister  for  War  was  strictly 
within  his  right  in  insisting  on  that  period 
of    service    as    aDiaHiti»§^e»C^^^^^ 
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pension ;  but  was  it  not  a  most  serious 
thing  for  the  Army  that  men  who  had 
served  their  eountrv  in  the  great  battles 
of  the  Crimea  and  the  Indian  Mutiny 
should  be  pointed  at  alt  over  the  country 
as,  in  many  cases,  practically  dependent 
on  the  Poor  Law  ?  He  had  spoken  to  one 
of  those  old  soldiers,  who  told  him  that 
none  of  his  sons  would  enter  the  Army 
because  of  the  way  he  had  been  treated 
in  the  matter  of  a  pension.  Thai  was 
not  the  spirit  by  which  the  Army  was 
benefited ;  and  such  a  state  of  things 
had  undoubtedly  a  very  bad  effect  on 
recruiting.  The  Department  ought  to 
take  a  more  generous  view  of  the  matter, 
and  there  should  be  some  fund  to  provide 
that  every  old  soldier  who  had  served  his 
country  well  in  the  Crimean  War  and  the 
Indian  Mutiny,  and  who  was  now  in  a 
state  of  want,  should  have  some  small 
allowance.  He  would  also  like  to  call 
attention  to  the  present  system  of  paying 
pensions.  He  asked  a  question  on  this 
subject  some  time  ago,  at  the  request  of 
some  of  the  pensioners,  and  he  was  afraid 
he  received  a  very  severe  smile  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  consequence. 
What  he  suggested  was  that  it  would 
be  better  to  pay  those  pensions  at  shorter 
intervals  than  three  months  in  advance. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  charged 
him  with  trying  1o  injure  the  pensions  by 
asking  for  such  an  alteration  in  the 
present  system,  but  had  since  received 
communications  from  a  great  number  of 
persons  who  concurred  with  him  in 
thinking  that  the  pensions  should  be 
paid  at  shorter  intervals.  He  had  a 
personal  interest  in  this  matter  because 
hh  was  in  the  habit  of  seeing  a  large 
number  of  the  pensioners  who  received 
their  pensions  near  an  institution  with 
which  he  was  connected — namely,  the 
Penny  Bank.  Frequently,  a  half  dozen 
or  so  of  the  pensioners  would  go  into  the 
bank  in  the  morning  and  lodge  half  of 
their  pensions  ;  and  return  in  the  evening 
in  a  drunken  state,  with  a  view  to  taking 
the  other  half  out  again,  and  were  very 
much  indignant  if  they  did  not  get  it. 
The  truth  was,  that  those  old  men  when 
they  got  hold  of  their  pensions  every 
three  months  they  stood  treat  all  round, 
and  before  the  day  was  over  a  good  deal 
or  most  of  the  money  was  spent.  He 
thought  that  a  most  pernicious  system, 
and  one  that  ought  to  be  altered.  In 
every  village  and  town  there  were  clergy- 
men and  other  kind-hearted  people  who 

Mr,  Hartley 


would  be  glad  to  receive  the  pensions 
and  dribble  them  out  to  the  old  soldiers 
in  monthly  or  weekly  allowances.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  these  men  were 
not  accustomed  to  handle  considerable 
sums  of  money,  and  under  the  system  of 
receiving  their  pensions  four  times  a 
year  they  got  rid  of  money  in  a  way  not 
to  their  advantage,  and  it  would  be  in- 
finitely kinder  and  better  if  they  received 
smaller  sums  in  monthly  or  weekly 
allowances. 

Mr.  HANBURY  wished  to  back  up 
what  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Islington  had  said  in  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions  at  shorter  intervals  on 
another  ground.  Under  the  present 
system  of  paying  pensions  every  three 
months,  the  pensioners  in  many  cases 
pledged  their  identity  or  life  certificates 
with  pawnbrokers  at  usurious  rates  of  in- 
terest, so  that  when  quarter-day  came 
round  the  pensioners  found  that  very  little 
money  came  into  their  pockets.  He 
thought  that  if  the  old  soldiers  were  paid 
their  pensions  more  frequently  that  evil 
would  be  met  to  some  extent.  He  knew 
that  a  great  deal  had  already  been  done 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  of  pledging 
the  certificates.  A  law  had  been  passed 
which  made  the  unauthorised  possession 
of  the  certificates  illegal.  The  certificates 
were  even  marked  with  the  hroad  arrow 
to  show  that  they  were  Government  pro- 
perty, and  that  no  unauthorised  person 
should  have  possession  of  them.  But 
nevertheless,  the  practice  of  pledging  the 
certificates  continued,  for  the  pawn- 
brokers for  the  sake  of  the  very  high  rate 
of  interest  were  willing  to  run  the  risk  of 
prosecution.  He  was  informed  that  this 
system  prevailed  to  an  enormous  extent 
in  Manchester,  and  that  very  little  was 
done  by  the  War  Office  authorities  to  put 
a  stop  to  it.  He  was  also  assured  that 
nothing  would  put  an  end  to  this  per- 
nicious practice  but  the  frequent  pro- 
secution of  offending  pawnbrokers  and 
the  imposition  of  large  fines.  With  re- 
gard to  the  Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny 
soldiers,  he  thought  the  condition  of  ten 
years*  service  before  a  pension  was  given, 
a  good  condition  ;  but  the  additional  re- 
quirement that  a  man  should  also  be 
destitute  before  his  claim  to  a  pension 
was  considered  was  very  hard  indeed. 
Such  a  condition  did  not  tend  to  encourage 
thrift  amongst  those  men.  He  had  received 
many  touching  letters  from  the  men  com- 
plaining of  this  condition.      One  of  them 
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wrote,  '*  We  have  all  hearts  ^bove  being 
paapersy  and  I  trast  I  will  saj  good-bye 
to  this  world  before  I  am  reduced  to  such 
a  state.**  Again^  he  understood  that  as 
there  were  oulj  a  limited  number  of 
those  pensions  they  were  distributed  on 
the  principle  of  ^*  firist  come,  first  served*** 
The  soldiers  who  first  heard  of  those 
pensions  when  thej  were  established  in 
1891  were  the  first  to  get  on  the  list ; 
but  there  were  a  great  number  of  men,  in 
every  way  qualified  for  the  pensions, 
who  had  not  got  them  because  they  did 
not  hear  of  the  matter  until  it  was  too 
late.  He  understood  that  there  were 
1,000  men  who  had  served  ten  years,  and 
who  would  be  qualified  for  pensions  only 
for  the  condition  as  to  destitution.  It  was 
really  a  scaodal  that  men  who  had  served 
their  country  in  those  famous  wars  could 
get  no  reward  for  their  services  unless 
they  proved  themselves  paupers.  Why 
could  not  the  Secretary  of  State  make  a 
clean  sweep  and  give  all  these  deserving 
men  a  pension  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said,  he  should  be  only  too  glad  if  he  had 
funds  to  provide  for  all  the  necessitous 
cases  among  old  campaign  soldiers,  and 
it  was  possible,  now  that  hon.  Members 
opposite  had  allowed  the  Death  Duties 
Budget  to  escape  from  them,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might  have 
funds  at  his  disposal  next  year  and  would 
be  prepared  to  give  them  all  they  asked 
for. 

MH.BRODRICK:  I  asked  a  question 
on  that  very  point.  I  asked  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether  ^e 
would  have  anything  for  the  Army  out 
of  the  Death  Duties,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  merely  shook  his  head. 

Mb.  CAMFBELL-BANNERMAN 
said,  that  was  a  question  between  his 
hon.  Friend  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  But  the  actual  position  of 
those  pensions  was  this — each  year  there 
were  100  new  pensions  given,  and  accord- 
ing as  vacancies  were  created  in  the  list 
by  death  they  were  filled  up  by  other 
appointments;  and  besides  that  there 
was  a  sum  of  money  now  amounting  to 
£10,000  voted  to  create  additional 
pensions.  The  result  was,  that  a  couple 
of  months  ago  there  were  1,138  pensions 
in  force.  He  did  not  know  exactly  how 
many  there  were  on  the  list  who  had 
applied  for  pensions,  and  had  not  got 
them,  but  he  thought  they  numbered 
^00  or  600.     Of  course,  it  would  be  a 


pleasant  thing  to  admit  every  one  of  those 
old  soldiers  to  the  pensions,  whether  they 
were  destitute  or  not ;  but  the  Committee 
should  remember  the  origin  of  these  com- 
passionate pensions.  It  was  not  that  the 
old  soldiers  had  any  right  to  pension ;  it 
was  that  the  existence  of  destitute  men  in 
the  country  who  had  served  in  great 
campaigns  was  felt  to  be  more  or  less  of 
a  scandal,  and  also  was  a  serious  hind- 
rance to  recruiting.  There  was  some- 
thing to  be  said  for  the  view  that  it  was 
almost  a  premium  on  destitution  to  offer 
a  pension  on  the  terms  stated,  and  that 
an  old  soldier  who  worked  hard  to  sup- 
port himself  and  his  family  got  nothing 
from  bis  country,  while  the  destitute 
ones  got  a  pension.  But  they  could  not, 
however*  for  the  present,  at  all  events, 
forget  the  object  with  which  the  pensions 
were  instituted.  It  was,  as  he  had  stated, 
to  meet  the  case  of  those  men  who  were 
in  destitution,  who  were  doing  no  good  to 
the  Army,  and  who  were  an  eyesore  to 
all  right-thinking  citizens.  There  was 
some  need,  he  thought,  of  clearing  their 
minds  somewhat  on  this  subject  of  pen- 
sions. The  men  enlisted  under  terms 
which  enabled  them  to  serve  on  for  pen* 
sion,  but  for  various  reasons  they  pre- 
ferred to  leave  the  Army  and  seek  employ- 
ment in  civil  life.  Was  the  country,  simply 
because  a  man  had  served  a  few  years  in 
the  Army,  let  them  say  even  for  10  years, 
and  because  he  had  in  early  life  gone 
through  a  campaign,  perhaps  with  no 
very  great  hardship,  to  give  that  man 
a  pension  before  he  reached  old  age  ? 
An  old-age  pension  was  a  different 
matter.  Many  years  ago,  when  there 
was  no  provision  of  the  sort  for  old 
soldiers,  a  warrant  was  issued  which 
permitted  pensions  to  be  granted 
to  them,  but  all  the  men  by  that 
time  had  reached  the  age  of  70.  But  a 
man  who  served  in  the  Indian  Mutiny 
might  now  bo  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
such  a  man  could  hardly  be  held  to  be  in 
the  position  that  the  Government  should 
regard  him  as  a  subject  for  charity.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Preston  had  implied 
that  the  principle  acted  upon  in  the 
granting  of  these  pensions  was  that  of 
first  come  first  served,  but  the  fact  was 
that  the  Commissioners  of  Chelsea 
Hospital  had  a  list  of  all  the  men  who 
applied.  Every  case  was  carefully  noted 
and  inquired  into,  and  the  Commissioners 
endeavoured  to  select  those  men  who 
had    the   strongest    claimiujjOJSi^lpSly 
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wished  he  had  the  money,  without 
stinting  other  demands,  to  give  pensions 
to  all  the  men  on  the  list,  but  that  of  course 
was  bejond  his  power.  With  regard  to 
the  question  raised  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Islington,  of  paying  pensions  at  shorter 
intervals,  he  would  point  out  that,  the 
pensions  being  now  paid  in  advance,  such 
a  change  would  result  in  a  distinct  loss 
to  the  men.  The  hon.  Member  had 
drawn  the  usual  picture  of  the  pensioner 
squandering  his  money  at  the  public- 
house  ;  but  he  wished  the  Committee 
distinctly  to  understand  that  the  vast 
majority  of  the  pensioners  were  not  men 
of  that  sort,  but  sober  and  well-conducted 
men,  and,  as  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
gather  from  the  information  at  the  dis* 
posal  of  the  War  Oi&ce,  all  these  men 
preferred  the  present  systetri  of  payment. 
Moreover,  the  change  suggested  would 
cost  a  considerable  sum  of  money  extra, 
and  on  the  whole  he  thought  it  was  better 
to  go  on  with  the  present  system  until, 
at  least,  better  evidence  wAs  furnished  of 
a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  pensioners  that 
a  change  should  be  made.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Preston  had  referred  to  the 
fact  of  pawnbrokers  getting  hold  of 
pensioners*  certificates.  The  law  passed 
on  that  subject  had  been  rigidly  enforced, 
and  there  had  been  a  number  of  successful 
prosecutions.  He  could  assure  the  hou. 
Member  that  no  effort  would  be  spared 
by  the  War  Office  to  prevent  the  abuse. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hants,  Basing- 
fltoke)  asked  whether,  arnnngemeuts  could 
not  be  made  by  which  pensioners  might 
be  able  to  draw  their  pensions  at  the 
small  post  offices  in  the  country,  instead 
of  being  compelled  to  go  to  the  central 
offices  in  the  towns,  which  ,  might  be  at 
some  distance,  and  entail  upop  them  great 
inooQvenience  ? 

Mr.     CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

said,  the  understanding  was  that  the  pen- 
sioner could  obtain  his  pension  at  any 
Money  Order  office. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  said,  he  might  point 
out  many  of  the  country  offices  were  not 
Money  Order  offices,  and  asked  whether 
they  could  not  be  made  so  for  this  special 
purpose  ? 

Mr.     CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

said,  this  was  a  matter  for  the  Post 
Office  Authorities  to  consider,  but  he 
thought  it  unlikely  that  such  a  special 
arrangement  could  be  made. 

Mr.  Campbell'Bannerman 


Mr.  BARTLEY  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  stated  that  he  would 
gladly  give  pensions  to  all  the  old  veterans 
on  the  list  if  he  had  the  money  to  do  so. 
Well,  he  would  tell  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman where  he  could  easily  get  the 
money.  He  could  obtain  it  from  the  in- 
terest on  the  Imperial  Defence  Loan — 
£75,000,  which  had  been  voted.  It  had 
been  stated  that  if  the  Finance  Bill 
passed,  this  money  would  not  be  wanted. 
The  Bill  had  passed  ;  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  want  the  money  ; 
he  could  not  use  it  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  granted,  and  all  he  had  to 
do  was  to  make  an  arrangement  with  the 
Treasury  and  obtain  a  Vote  from  that 
House,  which  would  be  readily  given. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said,  he  could  not  use  this  money  for  any 
Army  purpose  whatever. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said,  he  could  assure 
his  hon.  Friends  that  with  these  pensions 
it  was  not  a  question  kA.  first  come  first 
served.  All  the  Crimean  veterans  were 
not  on  the  same  basis.  Men  had  the 
medal  who  had  never  seen  a  shot  fired. 
Many  of  the  troops  in  the  Crimea  at  the 
end  of  the  war  only  arrived  after  hostili- 
ties had  ceased.  The  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  paying  the  pensions  monthly  in- 
stead of  quarterly  was  that  some  pen- 
sioners merely  emerged  from  the  work- 
house to  draw  their  pensions,  which 
they  immediately  spent  in  the  public- 
houses,  and  then  returned  to  the  work- 
house. If  the  pensions  were  paid  monthly, 
these  incidents  would  occur  12  times  a 
year  instead  of  four  times  a  year. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  :  But 
the  amount  of  liquor  drunk  would  be 
smaller. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said,  he 
thought  that  some  arrangement  should  be 
made  whereby  any  pensioner,  whether  of 
the  Army  or  the  Navy,  might  obtain  his 
pension  at  the  nearest  post  office.  At 
present  the  office  must  be  a  Money  Order 
office,  and  sometimes  the  men  had  to 
walk  many  mile^  to  draw  their  pensions. 
The  results  were  often  mischievous. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said,  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Islington  was  a 
practical  one.  The  House  was  unanimous 
that  if  the  funds  could  be  found  in  the 
current  Revenue  of  the  year  it  would 
be  only  right  to  give  th^  few  additional 
thousands  necessary  to  put  all  these  men 
on  the  pension  list.  There  were  only 
some  500  or  600  of  them.  J(JQ1C  large 
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eautent  the  pensionp  iifui  b^ep^  :graQte4  on 
the  principle  of  firat  oome  fir&t  served. 
It  waa  well  within  the  power  of  the 
Treasury,  when  money  had  been  voted 
by  Parliament  for  one  purpose  of  the 
Army,  to  transfer  a  saving  on  that  item 
to  a  deficiency  in  another  item  in  the 
same  Votes,  provided  that  urgent  public 
necessity  could  be  shown. 

Mr,  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said,  the  Treasury  had  that  power  in 
ordinary  circumstances,  but  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  obliged  to  give  a  pledge 
of  the  most  solemn  kind  that  this  money 
which  had  been  referred  to  should  not  be 
spent  for  any  purpose. 

Mr.  round  supported  the  suggestion 
that  pensions  should  be  distributed  at 
the  local  post  offices,  as  far  as  possible. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston)  said, 
it  seemed  to  him  that  there  were  cases  of 
hardship  that  were  not  properly  dealt 
with  by  the  system  of  giving  6d.  a  day 
for  a  year  in  case  of  injury. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

4.  £164,700,  for  Superannuation,  and 
other  Allowances  and  Gratuities. 

Colonel    LOCKWOOD     said,    he 
wished  to  draw  attention  to  the  question 
of  pensions  awarded  to  the  widows  of 
those  who  were  killed  in  the  recent  ex- 
plosion at  Waltham  Abbey.     The  Secre- 
tary for  War  had  said  that  all  criticisms 
in  Conmiittee  were  directed  to  obtaining 
further    expenditure    of    money.     That 
was    certainly    the     object    which     he 
(Colonel  Lockwood)  had  in  view,  but 
the  matter  he  had  to  deal  with  was  one 
of  such  hardship  and  involved  so  much 
suffering  that  he  thought  the  Committee 
would   sanction  the  small  increase  that 
was  necessary  to  provide  fair  allowances 
for  the  relatives  of  those  who  were  killed 
in  the    explosion.     The  gratuities    and 
pensions  awarded  to  the  widows  and  in 
some  cases  to  the  mothers  of  those  killed 
in   explosions    were  regulated   by    the 
Treasury  Warrant.     He  did  not  know  in 
what   way   this  Treasury  Warrant  was 
governed,    whether    the    Treasury    had 
power  to  increase  the  amounts  that  could 
be  awarded  under  it.     His  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Preston  (Mr.  Hanbury) 
had  asked  a  question  on  the  subject,  but 
he  (Colonel  L9ckwood)  had  not  under- 
stood  the  answer  given.     He   thought 
many  of  the  public  were  inclined  to  be- 
lieve  that   in   all   cases   the   widow   or 
mother  of  a  man  who  was  killed  in  one 
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of  those  explosions  received  compensa- 
tion,   but  such   was  not   the   case.     A 
mother  only   received   compensation   in 
the  event  of, being  left  without  anybody 
to  assist   her.     He   did  not  understand 
why  the  representatives  of  those  who 
were  killed  in  the  earlier  explosions  were 
dealt  with  so  much  more  liberally  than 
were  those  killed  in  recent  explosions. 
In  1856  when  four  men  were  killed  in  a 
rocket  explosion    the  widows  received 
pay  while  they  remained  widows, 
in  1866    when    another    explosion 
occurred     the     widows     received     full 
pay     for     life,     and     the     mother    of 
the     foreman     received      pay     for     20 
years.     In  1875,   however,  when  some 
men    were     killed     by     an     explosion 
in  a  cap   factory,   two   of   the  widows 
received  6s.  a  week,  whilst  two  others 
received  only  5s.  a  week.     In  1886  there 
was   an   explosion  in    Shoeburyness,  in 
which  three  officers  and  one  man  were 
killed.     The  widows  of  the  three  officers 
received  quarters  at  Hampton  Court,  but 
he  understood  that  the  widow  of  the  man, 
although  she  was  left  with  six  children, 
received  an  allowance  of  only  £10  a  year, 
or  about  3s.  lOd.  a  week.     He  thought 
this   was   a   miserable   pension  to   give 
under  the  circumstances.     In  1892  there 
was  another  explosion,  as  the  result  of 
Avhich  the   widows   received   5s.   6d.   a 
week,  and  last  year  there  was  the  ex- 
plosion  in   the    cap-house   at  Waltham 
Abbey.     On  the  17th  January  he  asked 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert)  whether  it  would  be 
possible  to   make  further  allowances  to 
the  survivors  of  the  men  killed,  and  the 
reply  he  received  was  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to   make  any  allowances   to 
them.     One  man  who  was  killed  (Baily) 
was  the  support  of  his  widowed  mother, 
and  she  received  nothing,  although  she 
was  a  confirmed  cripple,  because  she  had 
another  relative  who  contributed  to  her 
support,  and  for  the  same  reason  nothing 
was  given  to  the  representatives  of  three 
other  men  who  were  killed.     Mrs.  May- 
nard,  whose  husband  was  killed,  and  who 
was  left  with  five  children,  received  5s. 
a  week.     She  applied  for  parish  relief^ 
and  the  guardians  took  the  matter  up, 
with  the  result  that  work  was  eventually 
found   for   her   in   the    factory    by    the 
Government  officials.     Mrs.  Massey  got 
a  pension   of  38.    10s.   a  week,   and  a 
gratuity  of  £14  fori^orje^^^ild.     The  un- 
fortunate widow  of  fiPman^named  Rudkin 
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got  DO  penttion  at  all  because  her  husband 
had  derved  for  less^  than  five  years  in  the 
factory.  He  knew  very  weU  that  there 
was  something  to  be  said  on  the  *  other 
side.  He  was  one  of  those  men  who 
could  see  both  sides  of  a  case,  and  be 
felt  that  his  capacity  to  do  so  militated 
against  his  success  in  political  life.  No 
doubt  the  argument  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  that  the  pensions 
given  were  not  rtieant  to  be  the  sole  sub- 
sistence of  the  people  to  whom  they 
we^'e  awarded.  It  was  a  fortunate  thing 
^or  these  poor  people  that  the  pensions 
were  not  their  sole  means  of  subsistence ; 
but  even  granting  that  the  pensions  were 
only  subsistence  allowances,  he  thought 
they  were  too  small  to  give  to  the  widows 
and  survivors  of  the  unfortunate  men 
who  were  killed  ;  and  further  that  it 
was  unfair  to  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  some  other  relative 
was  left  alive  who  could  contri- 
bute a  small  amount  to  the  support 
of  the  mother  of  the  men  killed.  Mrs, 
Ingram  received  no  pension  at  all,  but 
obtained  a  gratuity  of  £135.  Inasmuch 
as  her  husband  was  earning  £3  3s.  a 
week  this  was  not  a  very  large  sum  to 
give  her.  Another  M'idow  received  a 
pension  of  7s.,  whilst  Mrs.  Cross  re- 
ceived 5s.  a  week  and  a  gratuity  of  £16 
for  her  two  children.  He  did  not  think 
the  Committee  would  regard  these  gratui- 
ties as  adequate  for  the  support  of  the 
people  to  whom  they  were  awarded.  He 
had  no  doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would,  if  he  had  the  means,  •  close  the 
Debate  at  once  by  granting  his  petition, 
but  no  doubt  he  felt  that  the  sum  at  his 
<;ommand  was  not  sufficient  to  enable 
him  to  increase  the  pensions.  As  a 
result  of  the  small  amounts  given,  the 
people  in  receipt  of  these  pensions  had 
in  some  cases  been  almost  starved  to 
death.  He  would  suggest  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  most  important 
thing  was  to  increase  the  allowances, 
but  if  this  could  not  be  done  he  thought 
that  the  regulations  should  be  so  altered 
that  pensions  could  be  awarded  regard- 
less of  the  time  of  service,  and  further 
that  the  amounts  granted  should  be  in- 
creased in  proportion  to  the  length  of 
service.  He  was  also  of  opinion  that 
the  question  of  pensions  to  those  who 
were  employed  in  dangerous  buildings 
should  be  placed  on  a  different  footing 
from  that  respecting  men  who  were  em- 
ployed in  other  parts  of  the  factories. 

Colonel  Lockwood 


•The  financial  SECRETARY 
to  THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Woodall, 
Hanley)  :  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
and  his  colleaji^ne  the  Member  for  Enfield 
recently  made  an  appeal  to  my  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman) 
and  received  a  promise  that  everything 
that  could  be  done  would  be  done  to 
secure  for  these  unfortunate  people  the 
fullest  eonsideration.  The  Treasury 
have  awarded  the  maximum  amounts  in 
every  cAse  under  the  Act  of  1887,  The 
hon.  and  gallant  GentlemikD  has  called 
attention  to  the  contrast  between  the 
amounts  awarded  by  way  of  compensa- 
tion in  regard  to  accidents  which  occurred 
as  far  back  as  1856 /and  1875,  and  the 
amounts  awarded  in  the  Waltfaam  Abbey 
case.  Well,  up  to-  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1887,  the  treasury  felt  that  they 
had  a  certain  discretion  to  award  allow- 
ances on  a  scale  which  they  thought 
justified  by  the  exceptional  circumstances, 
and  it  was  owing  to  the  expostulations 
of  the  Controller  and  Auditor  General 
against  that  practice  that  the  subject 
came  before  Parliament  and  the  Act  of 
1887  was  passed.  That  Act  leaves 
to  the  Treasury  only  a  certain  adminis- 
trative discretion,  and  that  discretion  is 
bounded  strictly  by  the  terms  laid  down 
in  the  Act.  There  are  three  classes  men- 
tioned in  the  Act :  First,  established 
officers  of  whom  there  were  no  repre- 
sentatives in  these  explosions  ;  secondly 
and  thirdly,  different  grades  of  hired 
servants.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman has  called  attention  to  what 
he  thinks  the  inequity  of  allotting  com- 
pensation upon  a  scale  determined  by  the 
period  of  service  of  the  dead  men.  That 
is  a  matter  which  is  under  consideration, 
and  which  will  receive  very  careful 
attention.  We  feel  that  it  is  a  very  hard 
matter  indeed  that  where  a  person  killed 
has  not  been  employed  for  five  years  the 
widow  or  children  are  only  entitled  to  a 
gratuity  which  m^st  be  limited  to  the 
amount  of  one  year's  salary  and  emolu- 
ments. These  are  points  which  will  have 
attention,  and  upon  which  probably  re- 
presentations will  be  made  to  the  Trea- 
sury. I  am  sure  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  will  see  that  everything  has  been 
done  by  the  War  Office  and  the  Treasury 
that  can  be  done  under  the  present  law% 
and  any  further  liberality  that  is  to  be 
shown  to  the  representatives  of  the  men 
killed  can  only  be  done  by  the  legislative 
authority  of  Parliament. 
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COLOVXL  HUGI1£8.(  Woi>lwfch>  said, 
that  at  a  reo^u^  veniyt  latge^likiMting  of 
tba  \Yorkid^  (daases*  in.  kite  eotislituencj 
refbrenoe  was  made  to  the  inadeqbaxsy  of 
the  compensation  given  to  those  whose 
bread- wim^ers  were  lost  t)irough  explo- 
sions. In  the  Employers'  Liability  Bill 
tlie  Government  proposed  to  make  them- 
selves responsible  to  compensate  their 
workmen  in  the  same  way  as  och^r  em* 
ployers  were  liable  to  compensate  theirs, 
and  if.  th^t  Bill  had  been,  passed  the  Go- 
vernment would  have  had  to  give  full 
compensation  according  to  the  ordinary 
eommetcial  rules.  As,  unfortunately,  that 
Bill  bad  not  been  passed,  could  not  the 
Government  act  upon  the  principle  in- 
volved iq  that  propositiqn  apd  modify 
the  regulations  so  as  to  increase  the 
allowances  made  somewhat,  in  accordance 
with  what  wodld  !>e  tlie  rights,  of  Ihe  in- 
dividuals, supposifig  they  hAd  a  legal 
remedy  against  the  Crown  ? 

Captain  BOWLES  (Middlesex,  En- 
field) said,  he  was  pleased  to  hear  that 
the  matter  was  receiving  the  attention  of 
the  Government.  He  might  point  out 
that  even  if  the  Employers'  Liability  Bill 
had  passed  it  would  have  been  doubtful 
whether  a<Etion  oonld  have  been  taken 
under,  it  under  present  eircumstance^,  be^ 
cause  it  only  applied  to  cases  of  Degli<> 
gence,  and  ii^  the  present  instapce  the  War 
Office  authorities  denied  that  there  had 
been  any  negligence.  He  hoped  that 
out  of  common  charity  the  War  Office 
would  press  the  Treasury  to  modify  the 
present  regulations.  As  a  resident'  in 
the  iieighbourhood  of  Waltbam  Abbey, 
he  had  received  a  great  many  letters  on 
the  subject.  After  the  statements  he 
had  heard  during  the  Debate  he  thought 
that  the  locality  ought  to  subscribe  to- 
wards a  fund  for  the  relief  of  the  sur- 
vivors of  thoae  who  had  lost  tlieir  lives, 
but  he  trusted  that  before  a  similar  case 
arose  the  War  Office  would  have  devised 
some  plan  which  would  prevent  the 
Bufiterers  from  having  to  rely  upon  local 
charity.  No  doubt  local  charity  was 
always  ready  to  come  forward  in  such 
cases ;  but  the  people  in  the  neighbour- 
hood felt  that,  inasmuch  as  in  a  recent 
case  where  some  workmen  employed  by 
a  private  firm  were  killed  through  an 
explosion  full  compensation  was  given, 
it  was  a  little  hard  that  representatives 
of  the  servants  of  the  public  should  be 
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placed' in  »  worse  position  than  the  sur- 
vivors of  men  in  private  employment. 

Vote  agreed'  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow  ; 
C<^mi»ittee  to  6it  again' upoii. Friday.  ^ 

'  B0^LmNG  ^OClETIfiS  (No.  3)  Bl^L. 
..'In.  reply  to  Mr.  J/ackson  (Leeds^-^N.), 
Thb  l^ATHONAGE  SECRETARY 
TO  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  T.  E.  Euus, 
Merionethahire)  stated^  th^t  due  notice 
would  be  given  of*  the  dfiy  X)n  which 
it  was  proposed  to  take  the  considera- 
tion 6f 'Ms' Bill  as  amended. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  CANIMAUSP) 
ACTS     AMENDMENT     BILL. -(No.    297.) 

SECOND    READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  benow  read  a  second  time.'* 

An  hon.  Member  :  I  object. 
•The  president  oir  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  H.  Gardner, 
Essex,  Saffron  Waiden>:  May  I  point 
out  that  this  Bill  has  been  accepted  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other  side  ? 

An  hon.  Member  :  I  object. 

Mr,  H.  GARDNER  :  Very  well,  then, 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  Order  be  dis- 
charged and  the  Bill  withdrawn. 

Motion,  made^  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Order  be  discharged  and 
BiU  withdrawn."— (Afr,  H.  Gardner.) 

Motion  Agreed  to.  ' 

Order  discharged  ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

CHURCH   PATRONAGE   BILL.— (No.  276.) 
consideration. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

Mr.  C ARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notts, 
Mansfield)  said,  he  had  three  Amend- 
ments on  the  Paper,  all  of  which  had  the 
same'  object  in  view,  and  in  moving  the 

first  Amendment 

•Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  said, 
he  might  say  at  once  that  •  he  was  not 


prepared  to  accept  these  Amendments. 

•Mr.    SPEAKER:     Then     the    Bill 
must  be  deferred. 

It  being  after  half-past  Five  of  the  clock, 
and  Objection  being  taken.  Further  Pro- 
ceeding stood  adjourn^^.^^^^^^^ 

Proceeding  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 
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BIVBBS  POLLUTION  PBBVBNTION 

BILL.  -(Now  96.) 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Secend  Reading  read. 

Sir  F.  8.  POWELL  (Wigan)  moyed 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time,  and 
said  that  if  the  House  would  only  read 
it  a  second  time  he  would  be  prepared  to 
abandon  it  for  the  resyt  of  the  Session. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (Sir  F.  S.  Powell.) 

Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE 
(Exeter) :  I  object. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  To- 
morrow. 

LOCAXi  GOVEBNMENT  PB0VI8I0NAL 
OBDBBS  (No.  11)  BILL.— (No.  229.) 

LordQ  Amendment  agreed  to. 

LOCAL      GOVEBNMENT      PBOVISIONAL 
OBDBBS  (No.  IS)  BlLL.^-(No.  230.) 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

PEEBLES      FOOT      PAVEMENTS      PBO- 
VISIONAL    OBDEB    BILL.— (No.  804.) 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed]  ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

FATAL      ACCIDENTS      INQUIBY 
(SCOTLAND)    BILL.— (No.    161.) 

Order  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate 
on  Second  Reading  r22nd  May]  read, 
and  discharged.  [Bill  withdrawn.] 

FACTOBIES    AND   W0BK8H0PS    BILL. 
(No.  204.) 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.  [Bill  withdrawn.] 

SUBVEYOBS  (IBELAND)  BILL.— (No.  216.) 
Order  fo^   Second   Reading  read,  and 
discharged.  [Bill  withdrawn.] 

DOGS    BILL.— (No.  177.) 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.  [Bill  withdrawn.] 

ESTABLISHED  CHUBCH  (WALES)  BILL 
(No.  206.) 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.  [Bill  withdrawn.] 


PBBIOD    OF    QUALIFICATION    AND 
BLBCTI0N6    BILL.— (No.  161.) 

'  Order  for  Committee  read,  and  dis- 
charged. [Bill  withdrawn.] 

LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  BILL  [Lords']. 
(No.  280.) 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.  [Bill  withdrawn.] 

8UPBBME    COUBT   (OFFICEBS)    BILL. 
(No.  301.) 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.  [Bill  withdrawn.] 

COTTON  TBADB  (FOBTY-BIGHT  HOUBS) 
BILL.-.(No.  56.) 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.  [Bill  withdrawn.] 

LAND  VALUES   (TAXATION   BY  LOCAL 
AUTHOBITIES)    BILL.— (No.  55.) 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.  [Bill  withdrawn.] 

PUBLIC    ACCOUNTS    COMMITTEE. 

Third  Report,  with  Minutes  of 
Evidence  and  Appendix,  brought  up,  and 
read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.  [No.  226.] 

PUBLIC    PETITIONS    COMMITTEE. 

Ninth  Report  brought  up,  and  read ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

MORTGAGEES*  COSTS. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Neville,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  the  Costs  allowed  to  Mort- 
gagees, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Neville, 
Mr.  Cozens-Hardy,  and  Mr.  Wannington. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  819.] 


SETTLED  LAND  ACT   (1882)  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Coaens-Hardy,  Bill  to 
amend ''  The  Settled  Land  Act,  1882,"  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Cozens-Hanly,  Mr.  Court- 
ney, and  Mr.  Haldane. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  .320.] 


House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutea 

Digitized  b  before  Six  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Thursday,  19th  July  1894. 


SAT  FIRST. 
The  Lord  Forester. 

TOOK  THE  OATH. 
The  Lord  Vaux  of  Hftrrowden. 


FOB 


REPRESENTATIVE  PEERS 
SCOTLAND. 
The  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  deli- 
vered a  certificate  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  that  the  Vidcount  Falkland  and 
the  Lord  Torphichen  had  been  elected 
as  Representative  Peers  for  Scotland  in 
the  room  of  the  Viscount  Strathallan 
and  the  Earl  of  Lindsay.  Certificate 
read. 

BOARDS  OF  CONCILUTION. 
•The  Earl  of  ONSLOW  gave  no- 
tice that  on  Monday  next  he  would  ask 
their  Lonlships  to  go  into  Committee  on 
the  Boards  of  Conciliation  Bill.  The 
noble  Lord  representing  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  asked  him  to  delay  the  Com 
mittee  stage  for  a  time  ;  but  after  the 
announcement  made  last  night  in  another 
place,  he  thought  it  desirable  to  give 
this  notice. 

FRANCE  AND  SIAM. 
QUESTION.      OBSERVATIONS. 

Lord  LAMINGTON  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
on  private  notice,  whether  he  had  called 
the  attention  of  the  French  Government 
to  their  continued  occupation  of  the  port 
and  town  of  Chantaboon  despite  their 
assurance  that  they  would  leave  that 
place  as  soon  as  the  trial  consequent  on 
the  murder  of  M.  Grosgurin  had  been 
completed  ;  whether  the  independence  of 
Siam  was  not  thereby  imperilled;  whether 
he  could  give  any  assurance  that  the 
lives  and  property  of  British  subjects 
would  remain  secure ;  and  whether  he 
could  state  when  the  Commission  for  the 
demarcation  of  the  limits  of  the  "  buffer- 
State'*  would  begin  its  labours,  and 
who  would  be  the  British  Commis- 
sioner ? 

VOL.  XXVIL    [fourth  series.] 
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The  SECBETARY  op  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Earl  of 
Kihberley)  :  My  Lords,  I  am  not  able 
to  give  the  noble  Lord  much  information 
in  answer  to  his  questions.  With  regard 
to  Chantaboon,  there  have  been  no  very 
recent  communications  with  the  French 
Government ;  but  the  noble  Lord  will  see 
by  the  Papers,  which  will,  I  hope,  shortly 
be  presented  on  the  subject,  the  exact 
position  which  Her  Majesty^s  Govern- 
ment have  taken  in  regard  to  that  matter. 
As  to  the  safety  and,  independence  of 
Siam  being  secure,  I  do  not  wish  to  ex- 
press any  apprehension  or  opinion  that  it 
is  in  danger  ;  but  these  are  all  matters  of 
opinion,  and  the  noble  Lord  is  probably  as 
well  able  to  judge  of  them  as  myself.  As 
to  the  Commission  fur  tracing  out  the 
frontier  of  what  is  termed  the  buffer- 
State,  some  time  ago  the  French  Govern- 
ment pointed  out  to  us  that  owing  to  the 
climate  of  the  locality  where  this  investi- 
gation was  to  take  place  it  was  not 
possible  that  the  Commission  for  the 
delimitation  of  the  neutral  zone  between 
the  French  and  British  possessions  could 
proceed  with  safety  to  the  spot  until 
the  autumn,  and  Her  Majesty ^s  Govern- 
ment assented.  Arrangements  are  being 
made  for  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
mission and  for  its  proceeding  in  due  time 
to  the  place  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing the  limits  of  the  buffer-State. 

Lord  LAMINGTON  asked  whether 
the  Commissioners  had  not  yet  been 
named  ? 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  Not 
yet ;  but  they  will  be  named  in  due  time. 


PAROCHIAL  KLECTORS  (REGISTRATION 
ACCELERATION)  BILL.-(No.  162.) 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (Lord 
Twbeduocth)  :  My  Lords,  this  Bill  is 
introduced  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  pro- 
visions with  regard  to  the  elections  re- 
quired under  the  Local  Government 
(England)  Act  which  received  your 
Lordships*  assent  in  the  early  part  of  this 
Session.  Those  elections  are  for  District 
and  Parish .  Councillors,  for  Guardians, 
and  for  London  Vestrymen  and  auditors. 
The  6ill  when  in  the  House  of  Commons 
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was  ref^Brred  after  Second  Reading  to 
a  Select  Committed,  and  was  passed 
without  fartlier  objection.  The  date 
named  in  the  Local  Goyerument  Bill  for 
the  first  elections  this  year  was  the  8th 
of  November,  or  such  later  date  as  the 
Local  Government  Board  might  deter- 
mine. If  the  law  remained  unaltered,  at 
present  the  period  for  revising  the  rolls 
would  be  from  the  8th  of  September  to 
the  10th  October,  and  the  new  Register 
would  not  come  into  force  until  the 
Ist  January  next  year.  This  Bill  pro- 
poses that  the  period  of  revision  should 
he  from  the  3rd  of  September  to  the  22nd 
of  September,  and  that  the  new  Regis- 
ter should  come  into  force  on  the  30th  of 
November  this  year.  This,  of  course, 
would  require  some  increase  of  machinery, 
and  the  Bill,  therefore,  makes  arrange- 
ments for  the  appointment  of  an  addi- 
tional number  of  revising  barristers,  the 
expense  of  which  addition  will  fall  not 
on  the  local  authorities,  but  will  be  borne 
by  the  State.  I  ask  your  Lordships  now 
to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time. 

Moved, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»." 
— (The  Lord  Tweedtnouth.) 

Lord  HALSBURY:  My  Lords,  I 
rise  not  in  the  least  for  the  purpose  of 
opposing  this  Bill,  because  I  presume 
your  Lordships  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  desire  to  see  the  object  for  which 
it  is  introduced  carried  out.  I  -only  wish 
to  suggest  to  the  noble  Lord  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  that  whoever  drafted 
the  Bill  was  apparently  not  practically 
familiar  with  registration ;  and,  if  he  will 
permit  me,  I  will  endeavour  to  point  out 
the  difficulties  and  suggest  amendments 
which  will  make  the  measure  workable. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  in  a  workable  form 
at  present.  I  mention  that  to  the  noble 
Lord  in  order  that  he  may  consult  his 
draftsman,  and  see  whether  the  Bill 
cannot  be  put  into  such  a  shape  in 
Committee  as  will  make  it  workable. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

ZANZIBAR  INDEMNITY  BILL. 
(No.  167.) 

SBOOND   READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

Lord  Tweedmauth 


The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :   My 

Lords,  this  is  simply  a  Bill  enabling  the 
Bank  of  England  to  pay  over  a  certain 
sum  of  money  to  the  representatives  of 
the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar.  The  money 
cannot  be  paid  over  without  this  autho- 
rity under  the  guarantee  given  by  the 
Treasury.  The  Bill  is  merely  for  that 
purpose. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
—(The  Earl  of  Kimberle^.) 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

TOWN    IMPROVEMENTS 
(BETTERMENT). 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee  con- 
sidered (according  to  Order). 

Lord  HALSBURY  :  My  Lords,  your 
Lordships  will  remember  the  position  in 
which  the  coble  Lord  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  and  the  Committee  of  your 
Lordships*  House  which  has  been  sitting 
on  this  subject  were  placed  by  a  Resolu- 
tion which  was  passed  last  Session,  that 
the  House  desired  to  express  its  opinion 
that  the  proposal  for  assessing  capital 
values  instead  of  annual  values,  and  for 
creating  new  and  arbitrarily  defined 
areas  of  taxation,  such  as  was  contained 
in  Clause  41  of  the  Bill,  ought  not  to  be 
embodied  in  a  Private  Bill,  but  if  found 
just  and  equitable  should  be  dealt  with 
by  the  whole  House.  Although,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  Resolution  was 
neither  a  Standing  Order  nor  a  Sessional 
Order,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for 
any  Committee  of  this  House,  after 
it  had  been  passed,  to  have  felt 
themselves  justified  in  treating  any  Bill 
coming  within  the  ambit  of  that  Resolu- 
tion, and  containing  such  a  clause,  as  one 
which  could  be  entertained.  Accordingly, 
that  course  was  pursued.  The  Chairman 
of  Committees,  as  your  Lordships  will 
remember,  brought  the  matter  to  your 
Lordships'  attention  again  this  Session, 
and  accordingly  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed which,  in  the  absence  of  any 
Greneral  Order  dealing  with  this  matter, 
it  was  thought  ought  to  have,  at  all 
events,  the  means  of  dealing  with  this 
system  of  taxation  if  it  eould  be  found 
practicable  to  do  it,  provided  certain  safe- 
guards  were  established  with  regard  to 
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the   principle  ooutained  in  such  a   Bill. 
With  one  slight  exception,  to  which  I  will 
refer  presently,   I  am  happy  to  say  that 
the  Committee  have  unanimously  arrived 
at  a  conclusion  which  will  be  satisfactory 
to  your  Lordships,  and  without  attempt- 
ing to  go  through  any  of  these  difficult 
theories  of  betterment  I  think  I  may  say 
that  the  general  principle  of  obtaining, 
if  possible,  for  a  Local  Authority  some 
part  of  the  profit  which  is  made  out  of 
their  own  expenditure,  has  been  affirmed 
as  not  only  possible  but  as  not  being  un- 
just.    I  think   it  only  right,  my  Lords, 
to  say  that  I  think   the  alarm  created  by 
the  principle   which   was  originally  put 
forward  has  been  to  a  great  extent  miti- 
gated by  the  evidence  placed  before  the 
Committee,  and  as  shown  by  the  conclu- 
sions at   which   they  have  arrived.     No 
doubt  there  was  a  certain   alarm  felt  at 
€r«t  at  the   notion  that  large  areas  were 
to  be   taxed,  and    that   there   might   be 
possibly  some  evasion  of  that  taxation  by 
pefBODs   witliiu   that    area    without    in- 
carriiig  very  serious  expense  or  responsi- 
bility.    I    think    the    London    County 
Council,  who    have    been    foremost   in 
thii  matter,    have    explained,   by  their 
authorised  oflScer,  that  it  was  a  mistake 
<o  suppose  that  they   were  desirous  of 
fctving  any   area   of    taxation.       What 
^  desired  was  that  they  should  have  a 
pwer  to    tax    owners,    but    that   each 
^ividiuil  owner  should  himself  have  the 
vight  and    be    entitled    to   contest  the 
^tioDftl    taxation    placed    upou    him 
Wore  gome    tribunal.       Whether    the 
F^Qlar    tribunal   suggested    was  one 
^ich  your  Lordships    would    entirely 
approve  of  is  not  to  the  point;  but  at 
^  events  that  was   the  explanation  in 
^^  of  there  having  been  such  an  alarm 
••^M  undoubtedly   felt  at   one   time, 
Jjc»U8e  they  had  drawn  certain  areas  on 
"•  naps    which,    according    to    their 
•^P^tion,  were   not  strictly  areas  of 
^•^  at  all,  but  were  rather  areas  of 
ttdwion — that  is  to  say,  that  no  person 
Mtiide  the  lines  drawn  could  be  made  to 
W  this  additional   taxation,   but  that 
f       |w  intention  was — and  they  desired  Par- 
*JJ*ent  to  give  effect  to  that  intention — 
"^  each  particular  person  whose  pro- 
P^  was  affected  or  involved   in  this 
«wtter^    charge  should  himself  have 
uwifidually    the    right    to    contest    it. 
■^P^  I  think,  removed  a  difficulty  in  the 
»ii»di  of  some  of  the  noble  Lords  who 


formed  the  C/ommittee;  at  all  events,  they 
have  formed  the  conclusions  which  your 
Lordships  will  see  set  forth  in  the 
Report,  and  accordingly  it  is  my  duty,  to 
move  that  your  Lordships  do  now  agree 
with  those  recommendations.  My  Lords, 
I  should  say  one  word  with  reference  to 
the  phrase  which  occurs  in  the  Resolu- 
tion, and  which  I  believe  the  Duke  of 
Argyll  took  exception  to ;  it  is  that  in 
which  the  Committee  have  professed 
to  define  what  Betterment  really  is. 
I  think  I  may  say  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  was  not  proposing  to  lay 
down  auy  theoretic  view  or  enunciation 
of  what  Betterment  was,  but  that  it  was 
using  that  word  in  its  ordinary  re- 
cognised sense.  They  used  that  language 
in  reference  to  a  proposal  which  they 
were  about  to  make,  but  1  shall  certainly 
not  suppose  that  any  noble  Lord  would 
be  bound  by  the  exact  definition  of 
Betterment  which  they  have  given.  The 
Committee  understood  I  think  thoroughly 
what  they  were  dealing  with,  and  1  do 
not  consider  that  the  word  as  used  by 
them  was  intended  to  be  an  exhaustive 
definition  at  all.  At  all  events,  it  will 
probably  be  enough  for  practical  pur- 
poses to  say  that  that  word  should  be 
used  in  reference  to  the  precautions  now 
recommended  by  the  Committee,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  one  point 
which  I  now  propose  to  say  a  word  upon 
the  Committee  have  unanimously  agreed 
to  the  rest  of  these  resolutions.  That 
point  was  with  reference  to  what  your 
Lordship  will  understaud  by  the  term 
"  worsement."  I  am  glai  to  say  that  no 
definition  of  that  has  been  attempted,  but 
there  is  one  passage  in  the  Report  re- 
commending that  when  a  man's  property 
has  been  to  some  extent  injured  or 
"  worsened  "  that  in  such  circumstances 
the  question  whether  the  pro|)erty  had 
been  bettered  or  "worsened"  should  be 
taken  into  consideration  in  respect  of  the 
Betterment  Tax.  Two  noble  Lords, 
Lord  Cowper  and  Lord  Tweedmouth, 
objected  to  that,  and  upon  it  took  place 
the  only  Division  which  occurred  in  the 
Committee  ;  in  respect  to  all  the  other  re«  . 
commendations  the  Committee  was 
entirely  unanimous.  There  have  been, 
as  your  Lordships  are  aware,  two  Com- 
mittees sitting  on  this  subject.  One  has 
disappeared.  Those  Committees  have 
already  dealt  with  this  very  question, 
and  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  think  it 
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right  now  to  agree  with  this  Committee 
ia  their  Resolution. 

Moved,  ''That  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Report  of  their  Select  Com- 
mittee."— (  The  Lard  Hal$hury,) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Herschell)  :  My  Lords,  the  House  is, 
I  think,  very  much  indebted  to  the  Com- 
mittee which  has  been  sitting  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter  for  the  Report  which 
they  have  made.  But  it  is  a  serious 
matter  to  ask  the  House  to  adopt  this 
Report  en  blocy  considering  that  we  have 
not  the  evidence  before  us  on  which  they 
acted.  If  it  is  to  be  treated  as  having 
been  adopted  on  the  judgment  of  this 
House,  I  think  your  Lordships  will  agree 
that  before  adopting  it  we  should  have 
some  knowledge  of  the  evidence  which 
came  before  that  Committee.  I  may  say 
that  I  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  copy 
of  it,  but  have  not  been  successful.  I 
say  that  a  knowledge  of  that  evidence 
is  desirable,  especially  in  reference  to  one 
proposal  in  this  Report.  The  matter  of 
Betterment  has,  no  doubt,  been  much 
discussed,  and  one  knows  much  of  what 
has  been  said  on  one  side  and  the  other. 
I  do  not  suppose  one  would  be  likely  to 
find  much  that  is  really  new  in  the 
evidence  which  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee. But  there  is  one  point  in  this 
Report  which  it  seems  to  me  is  open  to 
considerable  question,  and  that  is  the 
power  given  to  the  owner,  if  any  claim 
for  Betterment  is  made,  to  insist  that  the 
Local  Authorities  shall  purchase  the 
premises.  I  should  certainly,  before 
committing  myself  to  such  a  proposal, 
like  to  have  seen  the  evidence  on  which 
it  is  founded.  I  think  that  is  a  very 
serious  question  of  public  policy,  whe- 
ther it  is  expedient  to  insert  such  a 
provision  for  Local  Authorities  to  become, 
to  a  greater  extent  than  they  are  at  pre- 
sent, landowners,  because  the  proposal 
is  that  they  should  buy  out  the  occupiers 
and  owners  subject  to  the  existing 
penalties.  The  effect  of  it  certainly  will 
be  this.  Of  course,  the  price  to  be  paid 
'to  the  owner  in  that  case  will  have  to  be 
ascertained  by  arbitration,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  the  arbitration  will  have  to  be 
borne  by  someone.  In  my  experience 
in  any  content  of  this  sort  between  an 
individual  and  a  public  body  the  in- 
dividual invariably  gains.      I  think  it  is 
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I  certain  that  if  a  local  body  have  to  buy 
they  will  have  to  give  the  owner  some- 
thing more  than  the  value  of  his  pro- 
perty. The  result  will  be  that  they  could 
only  claim  Betterment,  the  principle  of 
which  is  here  accepted  on  the  terms  of  being 
obliged  to  buy  the  property  in  respect  of 
which  that  Betterment  is  claimed  at 
something  beyond  its  value,  and,  of  course, 
subject  to  the  risks  which  are  incurred 
by  a  person  who  proposes  to  buy  pro- 
perty and  sub-let  it,  but  which  risks 
it  is  not  desirable  always  to  impose  upon 
local  bodies.  Upon  that  point  there  is 
a  good  deal  to  be  said  on  the  one  side 
and  the  other.  All  I  wish  to  say  is  this  : 
Of  course,  it  would  be  useless  to  oppose 
the  proposal  for  adopting  this  Report ; 
but  I  would  point  out  that  we  are 
adopting  it  without  the  necessary  in- 
formation,  and  therefore  one  cannot  under 
those  circumstances  feel  that  the  House 
would  be  bound  exclusively  by  it. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY 
My  Lords,  there  is  nothing  in  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee  that  would 
compel  the  local  body,  whatever  local 
Authority  it  might  be,  to  keep  the  pro- 
perty when  they  had  bought  it.  Thej 
could  always  sell  it  again,  and  I  quite 
concur  with  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
on  the  Woolsack  that  it  is  a  very  serious 
question  of  policy  how  far  yon  should 
encourage  local  authorities  to  remain  the 
possessors  of  land.  But  the  mere  fact  that 
you  allow  them  to  buy  the  land  does  not 
conclude  that  question  at  all,  because, 
as  your  Lordships  know  very  well, 
local  bodies  do  constantly  buy  land  and 
sell  it  again.  The  condition  on  which  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  has  phiced  bis 
finger  is  very  important  in  the  interests 
of  owners.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
used,  I  think,  a  somewhat  extreme  ex- 
pression when  he  said  we  had  accepted 
the  principle  of  Betterment.  That  is 
hardly  so.  In  admitting  that  in  certain 
circumstances  Bettermentmaybe  just,  we, 
at  the  same  time,  point  out  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  appraising  and  ascertaining  the 
improvement  on  which  the  charge  is  to 
be  made  ;  and  by  adopting  the  particular 
provision  to  which  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  has  alluded  we  practically  made 
this  provision  the  present  condition  on 
which  a  local  authority  may  try  to  get 
for  the  Public  Purse  a  portion  of  the 
benefit  of  the  improvement  which  has 
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resulted  from  the  work  carried  out.  That 
Id  attained  by  what  is  called  the  principle 
of  recoupment — that  is  to  saj,  by  buying 
more  property  than  is  wanted  for  the 
absolute  construction  of  the  work,  and 
using  the  improved  value  of  that  pro- 
perty by  subsequent  sale  for  the  purpose 
of  repaying  the  expenditure  of  the  local 
authority.  That  plan  has  not  been  found 
generally  economical,  in  London  at  all 
events,  though  I  believe  it  has  been 
adopted  iu  other  parts  of  the  country, 
because  there  has  been  followed  in 
London  a  practice  of  buying  up  at  the 
«ame  time  the  actual  trade  interests  of 
the  occupiers  or  tenants  who  were  follow- 
ing their  vocations,  a  practice  which 
necessarily  involves  destroying  and  throw- 
ing into  the  sea  the  goodwill  of  those 
trade  interests,  and  thereby  implying  a 
considerable  waste  of  money.  We  have 
Tccommended  that  that  practice  should 
cease,  and  I  believe  that  with  that  pre- 
caution recoupment  may  now  be  made  a 
profitable  operation.  But  what  I  wish 
specially  to  point  out  to  your  Lordships 
is  this  :  We  are  passing  from  the  practice 
of  recoupment  to  the  principle  of  Better- 
ment. There  is  great  doubt  indeed 
whether  Betterment  can  be  levied  with- 
out danger  of  injustice  to  the  private 
owner  on  whom  it  is  levied  ;  and,  there- 
fore, what  we  practically  say  is  this  : 
That  if  an  owner  is  not  prepared  to  admit 
that  the  value  of  his  property  is  enhanced 
to  the  extent  of  the  Betterment  charge 
which  is  made  upon  him,  he  may  have 
recourse  to  the  principle  of  recoupment, 
and  require  that  his  property  shall  be 
bought  by  the  local  authority  at  its  value 
previous  to  the  execution  of  the  work, 
and  that  the  local  authority  may  rely 
upon  that  purchase  for  the  recoupment  of 
expenditure  which  they  desire.  I  think 
that  is  a  fair  and  just  compromise,  and 
that  it  will  protect  private  interests  from 
anj  danger  of  injury.  But  it  would  be 
impossible  to  take  the  rest  of  our  recom- 
mendations without  that  one  recom- 
mendation which  is  vital  to  the  rest. 
The  only  difficulty  in  such  delay  in 
the  matter  as  the  noble  and  learn'^d 
Xx>rd  suggests  would  be  this,  and 
it  is  a  serious  difficulty :  that 
Lord  Onslow^s  Resolution  still  stands, 
«od  until  it  is  withdrawn  no  Bill  con- 
taining Betterment  proposals  can  pass 
through  Committees  of  this  House  with- 
out dropping    those   provisions.       This 


provision,  therefore,  will  practically  re- 
move the  obligation  which  Lord  Onslow's 
Resolution  now  imposes  upon  Commit- 
tees in  dealing  with  this  question.  I, 
therefore,  hope  your  Lordships  will 
accept  this  Motion  for  the  purposes  of 
expediting  the  present  Bill.  Your  Lord- 
ships may,  I  think,  trust  to  the  unani- 
mous conclusion  of  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed from  all  parts  of  the  House,  and 
comprising  numerous  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  the  London  Count)  Council  upon 
its  body  ;  and  I  think  if  you  accept  the 
Motion  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  this 
will  become  the  guiding  principle  of 
Select  Committees  in  dealing  with  the 
question,  and  the  principle  of  Betterment 
will  have  a  fair  chance  of  being  tried 
without  any  danger  of  doing  injury  to 
owners. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  : 
My  Lords,  I  am  sure  the  House  will  feel 
greatly  indebted  to  the  Committee  for 
the  patient  consideration  which  they 
have  given  to  the  investigation  of  this 
question.  The  difficulty  lies  not  so  much 
iu  the  principle  of  Betterment  itself,  but 
in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  applied 
consistently  with  justice.  As  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  has 
said,  we  have  not  the  evidence  before  us, 
and  therefore  it  is  a  little  difficult  for  us 
to  realise  the  case  which  was  laid  before 
the  Committee.  We  can  only  judge  of 
the  case  which  was  presented  to  them  as 
far  as  we  see  it  stated  in  the  Report. 
If  I  had  not  heard  the  state- 
ment of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  who  was  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee I  certainly  should  have  been 
under  the  impression  that  there  was  to 
be  an  area  of  Betterment,  and  I  should 
have  been  inclined  to  ask  whether  it  was 
intended  that  within  that  area  there 
should  be  a  uniform  or  a  graduated  rate. 
The  old  practice  of  recoupment  would 
clearly  have  pointed  to  a  graduated  rate, 
but  as  I  understand  now  the  question  of 
Betterment  will  merely  be  raised  in  in- 
dividual cases.  Whenever  it  appears, 
either  to  the  London  County  Council  or 
to  any  other  municipal  body  that  the 
property  of  some  individual  has  profited 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  it  desirable 
that  a  special  charge  should  be  made 
upon  him,  they  will  give  notice  to  him 
and  his  case  will  then  be  heard.  If  that 
conception  is  right,  of  course  Betterment 
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Ib  a  much  smaller  question  than  it  would 
appear  if  there  had  beeu  an  area  defined 
•over  which  it  was  proposed  to  levy  a 
rate  either  uniform  or  graduated.  I 
merely  make  this  remark  in  passing,  hut 
I  presume  the  nohle  Lord  will  in  some 
form  or  other  move  a  Resolution  so  as  to 
form  a  guide  to  the  Committees  who 
may  have  to  deal  with  questions  of  this 
sort,  so  that  they  may  deal  with  them  in 
an  approximately  uniform  manner. 

•The  chairman  op  COM- 
.MITTEES  (The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  My 
Lords,  I  venture  to  think  the  House 
ought  to  feel  much  indebted  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  care  and  attention  which 
they  have  given  to  the  consideration  of 
tbis  very  difficult  subject.  After  the  Re- 
port has  been  agreed  to  there  will  be,  I 
think,  no  difficulty  in  proceeding  with 
the  Bills  now  before  your  Lordships 
embodying  the  Betterment  principle.  I 
do  not  think  there  can  be  any  serious  diffi- 
culty in  framing  proper  clauses  dealing 
with  most  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee.  But,  as  some  responsibility 
will  rest  upon  me  for  the  drawing  of 
the  clauses,  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite  for  some 
explanation  of  Clause  7,  which  has  been 
referred  to  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
on  the  Woolsack.  That  clause  intro- 
duces questions  certainly  of  great  im- 
portance and  perplexity.  For  instance, 
the  word  "owner"  is  used,  and  I  am  a 
little  doubtful  as  to  what  is  meant  by 
that  word.  If  it  includes  the  leaseholder, 
I  presume  it  should,  what  would 
happen  if  the  freeholder  considered  that 
a  Betterment  charge  was  a  fair  one,  and 
did  not  contest  it  while  the  leaseholder 
did  ?  In  that  case,  is  it  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee  that  the  local  autho- 
rity should  be  bound  to  buy  up  the 
interest  wiiich  the  leaseholder  has  ? 
Because,  as  I  understand  it,  the  Better- 
ment charge  is  to  be  spread  over  the  dif- 
ferent persons  who  have  an  interest  in  the 
property  in  proportion  to  the  interests 
which  they  have  in  it.  Therefore,  in  that 
case  I  presume  the  interest  of  the  lease- 
holder would  be  bought  without  there 
being  a  necessity  for  buying  up  the  free- 
hold property.  Then,  my  Lords,  another 
point  would  be  this  u  What  would  happen 
assuming  the  Betterment  charge  should 
be  assessed  gay,  10  years  from  the 
time  when  the  Act  was  passed  as  regards 
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the  reversions,  the  immediate  interests 
having  possibly  20  years  to  run  ?  Is  it 
desired  that  the  Betterment  charge 
should  run  for  those  10  intermediate 
years,  that  is  the  10  years  after  the  work 
was  completed  ?  and  if  the  charge  is 
made  (your  Lordships  will  understand 
that  I  am,  of  course,  using  arbitrary 
figures  here)  would  it  be  at  the  end  of 
the  20  years  that  the  property  would  be 
bought  by  the  local  authority  ?  Then 
the  last  point  is  that  the  local  authority 
should  not  be  compellable  to  dispossess 
the  occupying  tenant.  I  am  not  aware 
that  that  is  the  case  at  present — that  they 
are  bound  to  dispossess  an  occupying 
tenant.  Of  course,  as  soon  as  the  local 
authority  serves  on  the  tenant  this  notice 
to  treat — that  being  a  contract — the 
tenant  can  compel  him  to  buy,  but  it  is 
not  necessary  for  the  local  authority,  if 
they  do  not  want  a  property,  to  serve 
notice  to  treat  at  all.  I  have  brought 
these  points  before  the  House  with  the 
view  rather  of  eliciting  from  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  information,  because  it  is 
desirable,  when  the  clauses  come  to  be 
drawn  in  Committee,  that  they  should  be 
drawn  as  accurately  as  possible  in  order 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  Committee. 

The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (Lord 
Tweedmouth)  :  My  Lords,  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  and  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  have  laid  great  stress  on  the 
unanimity  of  the  Committee  ;  but  I  wish 
to  say  one  word  with  regard  to  that 
unanimous  expression  of  opinion,  as  I  was 
a  Member  of  the  Committee.  My  own 
opinion  was,  and  I  think  it  was  shared  by 
noble  Lords  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
that  while  we  accepted  these  recom- 
mendations as  a  great  advance  on  the 
Resolution  of  Lord  Onslow  of  last  year, 
and  BO  pro  (auto  altering  it,  we  could  not 
at  all  commit  ourselves  to  the  exact 
wording  of  the  conditions  attached  by 
this  Report  to  the  principle  of  Better- 
ment, and  especially  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned would  that  remark  apply  to  the 
sixth  and  seventh  conclusions  of  the 
Committee.  As  to  the  sixth  conclusion, 
A\hich  allows  the  owner  to  claim  for 
worsement  as  well  as  betterment,  I 
took  very  strong  exception  to  that  pro- 
posal in  the  Committee,  but  I  am  sorry 
to  say  1  found  myself  supported  by  only 
one  other  Member  of  your  Lordships* 
House  on  the  Committee.    I  was  quite 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  l(^ 


345         Town  Improvement*       [19  July  1894} 


(Bettervhent), 


346 


ready  to  take  au  equally  strong  objectiou' 
to-  Clause  7,  which  enables  the  owner  to 
force  the  local  authority  to  buy  rather 
than  submit  to  the  Betterment  charge. 
But  I  am  bound  to  confess  that  I  believe 
if  I  had  taken  that  course  I  should  have 
found  no  support  at  all  on  the  Com- 
mittee, and  therefore  I  thought  the  wiser 
course  to  pursue  was  to  endeavour  to 
introduce  mitigating  words.  Those 
mitigating  woi-ds  to  a  great  extent  are 
the  words  of  which  the  noble  Lord 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  (The  Earl 
of  Morley)  has  just  asked  an  expla- 
nation. My  point  is  that  in  sup- 
posing an  owner  were  allowed  to 
force  the  local  authority  to  buy,  the 
local  authority  should  then  be  able  to 
buy  under  the  best  and  most  favourable 
circumstances.  It  was  clearly  proved  to 
us,  as  I  think  we  should  all  agree  upon 
the  Committee,  that  where  local  autho- 
rities suffer  in  purchasing  property  is 
from  their  not  being  able  to  carry  on  the 
leasehold  or  trade  interests,  but  were 
obliged,  or,  at  all  events,  that  it  was  the 
custom  that  the  tenants  should  at  once 
be  dispossessed,  the  local  authority 
having  to  pay  compensation  to  those 
various  interests  as  well  as  to  pay  the 
freeholder  or  long  leaseholder.  Now 
that  was  the  meaning  of  the  first  clause 
of  those  mitigating  words,  which  runs 
thus — 

*•  Under  such  circumstances,  a  local  autho> 
rity  purchasing  a  freehold  or  long  leasehold 
interest  shall  not  be  compellable  to  dispossess 
the  occupying  tenants." 

Following  under  that  is  a  note  that  the 
local  authority  should  be  allowed  to 
take  the  position  of  the  existing  landlonl 
or  vendor  under  the  proposal,  and  allow 
the  intermediate  interests  to  run  out, 
taking  what  benefit  it  can  from  the  pro- 
ceeding. The  second  proposal  was  alter- 
native. What  I  endeavoured  to  propose 
was  that  the  local  authority  should 
have  the  option  of  not  becoming  respon- 
sible for  the  intermediate  interests  at  all, 
but  should,  instead  of  that,  merely  pur- 
chase the  reversion,  leaving  the  present 
owner,  the  vendor,  to  dispose  of  theexisting 
interest — to  carry  on  the  leaseholds,  and 
do  all  that  was  necessary  in  order  to  work 
out  the  existing  intermediate  interests. 
I  believe  that  both  those  proposals  if 
carried  into  effect  would  have  great  ad- 
vantage for  the  local  authorities,  and 
would  have  great  effect  in  mitigating  the 


proposal,  which  I  believe  to  be  very  un- 
desirable, and  one  which  has  the  great 
disadvantage  to  which  the  noble  Earl  has 
referred — namely,  of  offering  inducement 
to  local  authorities  to  become  large 
owners  of  property  and  to  carry  on  a 
variety  of  businesses  which  are  altogether 
outside  their  duty.  That,  my  Lords,  is 
all  I  need  say,  I  think,  with  regard  to 
the  Report.  I  accept  it  as  an  advanee, 
but  I  cannot  myself  at  all,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  say  that  I  agree  to  many 
of  the  conditions  which  have  been 
attached  to  the  recognition  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  betterment  in  the  Report. 

Lord   HALSBURY  :    My   Lords,   I 
somewhat  regret  to  hear  from  the  noble 
Lord  what  he  has  just  said,  because  when 
Members  of  a  Committee  meet  and  adopt 
a  Report   without  having  even  divided 
upon   its  recommendations  they  are  sup- 
posed to  agree  in  the  recommendations  of 
that  Committee.     For  my  own   part,  I 
may  have  my  own  views  as  to  the  prin- 
ciple of   betterment,  but  am  I  to  be  at 
liberty,  to  say    hereafter   that  I  do  not 
agree  with  it  ?     I  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  and  I  did  not  divide  against 
it,  and  I  should  regard  myself  as  bound 
by  it — as  being  my  opinion  at  that  time, 
at  all  events.     But  I  should   never    be 
able  to   be   bound   or    to   act   upon  the 
finding  of  any  Committee  if  a  noble  Lord 
might  afterwards  say,  although  I  do  not 
divide  upon  it,  I  must  not  be  regarded 
as  agreeing  in  or  abiding  by  the  decision 
of   the   Committee.     That   would   be   a 
very  odd  result  indeed.     My  Lords,  I^fV' 
in  the  singular  position  of  being  called 
upon     to      explain     the      Amendment 
which     the     noble    Lord     himself     in- 
troduced.        Without      entering      upon 
any  criticism    of    it,   I    may    say    that 
we  agreed  in  Committee  in  terms  which 
I  will  not  repeat  here.     We  are  dealing 
with  the  practice  of  Parliament,  and  the 
practice  of  Parliament  has  been,  except 
in  cases  which  I  will  mention  in  a  moment, 
only    to   allow    the   particular   work,  or 
whatever  it  may  be  that  has  to  be  done, 
to  be  done  under  this  condition,  that  when 
the  local  authority  or  body  concerned  has 
purchased   land   for   the  purpose   of  an 
undertaking  it  has  no  right  to  acquire 
and  hold  other   land.      That  has   been 
done  in  the  case  of  railway  companies  ; 
after  a  certain  time  they  are  obliged  to 
offer  the  land  not  requured  to  adjoining 


Digitized  by  V^OOQ  IC 


347 


Town  Improvements 


{LORDS} 


(Betterment). 


348 


owners,  and  uuless  the  land  should  be 
wanted  for  a  station  in  the  future,  or  for 
some  other  purpose  after  a  certain  time, 
the  land  actually  goes  back  to  the 
former  owner.  I  only  give  that  as  an 
illustration  of  the  policy  of  Parliament 
with  regard  to  such  bodies  not  holding 
land  except  for  the  purpose  of  the  under- 
taking or  improvement  itself,  and  when 
you  are  dealing  with  street  improvement 
the  ordinary  rule  would  be  that  you 
should  only  permit  the  local  authority  to 
hold  so  much  land  as  is  necessary  for 
making  the  road  or  whatever  the  improve- 
ment may  he.  Parliament  has  to 
some  extent  departed  from  that,  and  has 
enabled  many  local  authorities  to  hold 
land  adjoining  the  road  or  improvement, 
and  to  get  back  by  recoupment  their 
expenditure  by  becoming  the  owner  of 
land.  We  were  in  fact  informed  upon 
the  Committee  that  the  London  County 
Council  held  rents  to  the  extent  of  some 
£90,000  a  year,  which  I  think  your 
Lordships  will  agree  is  rather  an  invasion 
of  that  principle  of  Parliament,  whether 
that  was  the  right  figure  or  not,  tiiat  was 
what  was  intended  by  the  noble  Lord's 
Amendment,  and  certainly  I  assented  to 
it  in  that  sense  that  instead  of  taking  the 
ordinary  course  and  compelling  the  local 
authority  to  have  only  what  was  neces- 
sary for  its  purpose  that  it  should  be 
permitted  instead  of  pulling  down  the 
house  and  re-erecting  others  on  the  site 
not  occupied  by  the  improved  street — 
that  it  should  be  permitted  to  hold  the 
property  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the 
leases  to  run  out.  But  the  great  point 
made  on  behalf  of  the  London  County 
Council  was  that  where  you  have  to 
deal  with  trade  interests  there  is  an  ex- 
traordinary expenditure  necessarily  in- 
curred in  getting  rid  of  them,  and,  so  far 
from  its  being  an  advantage  to  the 
County  Council,  they  have  been  com- 
pelled  to  buy  out  trade  interests  at  an 
extravagant  price.  The  result  has  been 
disastrous  to  those  who  have  adopted 
that  course,  and  that  has  in  a  great 
measure  injured  the  recoupment  prin- 
ciple. The  noble  Lord's  Amendment 
Was  a  great  improvement  upon  that. 
Now,  as  regards  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "owner,"  as  I  understand  that 
word,  here  it  means  the  owners  respec- 
tively ;  that  is  to  say,  the  owners  of  the 
f  remises  of  the  lease  and  of  the  reversion. 
was  a  little  startled  at  hearing  Lord 

Lord  Hahhury 


Morley  speak  of  -the  rate  being  imposed 
10  years  afterwards.  I  will  take  one 
typical  instance  which  was  given  before 
us.  It  was  a  lease  of  40  years,  where 
the  Betterment  charged  could  not  operate 
for  that  time.  It  was  only  with  regard 
to  certain  improved  buildings  by  the  side 
of  the  road,  and  it  was  held  that  as  there 
was  a  60  years'  lease,  which  meant  a  40 
years'  occupation  of  the  premises  as 
vinegar  works,  the  improvement  could 
not  have  any  effect  upon  it  for  that 
period,  because  it  was  bound  to  be  held 
in  its  then  condition  of  vinegar  works. 
However,  my  Lords,  I  am  aghast  at  the 
notion  of  the  assessment  rate  being 
withheld  for  10  years.  It  was  im- 
possible for  the  Committee  to  lay 
down  any  fixed  number  of  years,  as 
each  case,  of  course,  differed  in  its  cir- 
cumstances, and  while  it  was  pointed 
out  that  you  should  not  have  it  too  soon 
in  some  cases,  in  others  you  should  not 
delay  too  long  while  the  occupation  of 
the  property  was  held  in  suspense.  Cer- 
tainly no  Member  of  the  Committee 
imagined  that  that  was  what  was  pro- 
posed. 

The  Earl  of  MORLEY:  May 
I  be  allowed  to  explain  what  I  meant 
from  the  passing  of  the  Act  ?  I  gave 
the  instance,  of  course,  as  hypothetical, 
purely. 

Lord  HALSBURY  :  I  do  not  know, 
my  Lords,  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
add  anything  to  what  I  have  said  ;  I 
merely  wished  to  answer  the  noble 
Lord's  question. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY AND  LORD  PRESIDENT  of 
the  COUNCIL  (The  Earl  of  Rose- 
BERY  :  My  Lords,  I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  necessary  for  mo  to  add  very  much  to 
what  has  been  said  from  this  side  of  the 
House.  But  I  feel  bound  to  enter  a 
prompt  caveat  to  the  doctrine  which  has 
been  laid  down  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  opposite,  that  unless  you  divide 
against  a  proposition  you  are  supposed  to 
agree  with  it.  Is  that  true  of  a  Com- 
mittee ?  I  do  not  know  that  I  am  a 
great  authority  on  the  practice  in  Com- 
mittees, but  my  recollection  in  no  respect 
agrees  with  it.  But  if  such  a  principle 
would  not  apply  in  Committees,  does  it 
apply  to  this  House — that  we  are  to  be 
taken  as  agreeing  with  every  proposition 
against  which  we  do  not  divide  ?     We 
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certaibly  do  not  agree  with  every  Bill 
aod  Motion  against  which  we  do  not 
divide.  My  Lords,  I  am  completely  at  a 
loss  at  the  prospect  opened  up  by  the 
assertion  of  such  a  doctrine.  I  have  not 
yet  had  time  to  realise  it ;  but  pending 
that  realisation  I  would  ask  time  to  con- 
sider it,  and  in  the  meantime  I  enter  my 
emphatic  protest,  even  if  I  do 
not  divide  against  it.  With  re- 
gard to  this  Report  which,  after  all, 
was  not  so  unanimous  as  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  would  make  out, 
the  conclusion  of  the  Committee  was  not 
so  clear  as  would  appear  on  the  face  of 
it.  It  may  possibly  be  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  but 
th5  great  point  of  it  is  this — that  it 
marks  an  enormous  advance  since 
August  of  last  year.  In  August  last  we 
had  two  Debates  in  which  the  principle 
of  Betterment  was  spoken  of  as  some 
new  and  nefarious  principle  only  to  be 
handled  with  tongs  ;  that  even  if  accepted 
at  all  it  must  meet  with  only  a  very 
limited  acceptance,  but  that  it  was 
hardly  possible  for  the  House  to  consider 
it  at  all.  Now  we  have  a  much  larger 
view  taken,  and  we  have  it  practically 
accepted  as  a  doctrine  by  this  Committee. 
The  noble  Marquess  says  he  is  not  to  be 
taken  as  accepting  it  quite  fully,  but 
at  any  rate  he  allows  a  Committee  to 
consider  the  principle  of  Betterment  in  a 
Private  Bill  without  protest  or  criticism, 
and  that,  to  my  mind,  is  a  considerable 
advance. 

The  Marqubss  of  SALISBURY  : 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  as  the  noble 
Earl  has  been  good  enough  to  mention 
me,  he  will  find  nothing  in  my  speech  at 
the  end  of  August  last  at  all  inconsistent 
with  the  finding  of  the  Committee  or 
with  my  action  now. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  I  do 
not  apply  that  remark  as  to  advancing  to 
the  noble  Marquess.  I  do  not  say  that 
the  noble  Marquess  has  moved  an  inch  ; 
he  very  seldom  does.  I  only  point  out 
that  the  House  has  moved,  and  it  is 
always  a  pleasure  to  know  that  it  has 
even  been  temporarily  advanced.  Now, 
my  Lords,  I  pass  to  a  consideration  in 
this  Report  of  an  educational  kind.  The 
Report  contains  this  principle  of  purchase, 
which,  I  confess,  seems  to  me  open  to  con- 
siderable question.     The  noble  Marquess 


has  described  it  as  giving  the  option  of 
recoupment  to  the  tenant  who  is  about  to 
have  this  charge  imposed  upon  him.  But 
then  that  is  n  one-sided  option — it  does 
not  give  the  public  local  body  any 
option  in  the  matter  at  all,  and 
that  does  not  seem  to  me  entirely  fair. 
What  will  be  the  option  of  such  a 
provision  ?  You  will  have  the  tenant 
able  to  put  considerable  pressure  on  the 
body  by  saying,  "  If  yon  do  not  estimate 
your  betterment  at  something  consider- 
ably less  than  the  sum  at  which  you 
have  estimated  it,  I  will  force  you  to 
purchase."  You  may  say  that  the  com- 
pulsion to  purchase  is  not  a  very  severe 
compulsion,  when,  as  the  evidence  seems 
seems  to  show,  the  London  County 
Council  owns  considerable  property 
already ;  but  recoupment  as  hitherto 
understood  is  a  very  different  thing  to 
what  is  contemplated  by  this  clause. 
When  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  great 
improvement  it  is  a  very  different  thing 
if  you  have  to  buy  a  great  estate,  and  if 
you  are  to  be  compelled  to  purchase  a 
number  of  scattered  properties  all  over 
the  region  over  which  the  improvement 
may  be  made.  It  may  be  very  expensive 
work,  and  one  which  will  be  by  no  means 
a  source  of  profit.  I  will  carry  the 
matter  further;  with  regard  to  the 
London  County  Council,  there  is  one 
very  grave  inconvenience  which  may 
arise.  Take  the  case  of  a  public-bouse. 
In  carrying  out  an  improvement,  a  public- 
house  might  be  made  to  face  a  thorough- 
fare, and  instead  of  being  in  a  dark, 
narrow  lane,  might  flare  with  all  its 
gas-jets  on  some  great  open  avenue 
where  it  would  exercise  great  attraction. 
The  amount  of  betterment  assessed  by  an 
arbitrator  on  such  a  property  might  not 
unfairly  be  a  considerable  sum.  The 
owner  of  the  public-house  might  there- 
upon say  he  was  not  obliged  to  pay  that 
sum,  and  the  London  County  Council 
would  be  compelled  to  buy  the  property 
I  presume  at  the  price  set  upon  it  by  the 
arbitrator.  What  would  be  the  result  ? 
The  London  County  Council  have  laid 
down  for  themselves  a  hard-and-fast  line 
that  they  will  not  possess  a  licensed 
public-house,  and  the  moment  they 
acquire  such  a  property  at  probably  a 
fancy  price  they  will  be  compelled  to  let 
the  licence  drop  and  to  lose  the  whole 
advantage  of  its  value  to  the  ratepayers. 
Some  of  your  Lordships  may  think  that 
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is  a  principle  they  ought  not  to  have  laid 
down.  It  is  possibly  a  principle  which 
ail  the  Members  of  this  House  might  not 
accept  without  reservation,  but  it  is  a 
principle  upon  which  they  have  acted  at 
some  cost  since  they  have  been  a 
Council,  and  from  which  they  would 
not  be  inclined  very  willingly  to 
depart.  Then  there  is  another  point. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  says  this 
question  of  purchase  would  apply  to 
all  the  interests  involved :  those  of  the 
tenant,  of  the  reversioner,  and  of  the 
freeholder.  That,  I  think,  might  pro- 
duce a  very  difficult  position,  because  one 
interest  might  elect  to  be  paid  off  by  the 
Loudon  County  Council  while  auothcr 
might  not,  and  the  position  of  the  pro- 
perty iu  question  might  be  so  compli- 
cated, the  interests  might  be  so  vast  and 
variedythat  it  would  be  extremely  difficult 
to  ascertain  what  they  were.  The  Council 
might  possess  different  interests  in 
several  houses  in  one  street,  and  I  do 
not  thiuk  that  is  a  fair  position  for  any 
Council  to  be  placed  in.  I  am  not  one 
of  those  who  thiuk  that  it  is  very  de- 
sirable to  coufer  upon  municipal  authori- 
ties the  power  of  holding  a  considerable 
amount  of  house  property.  It  overloads 
them  ;  it  oppresses  them  in  the  exercise 
of  their  more  immediate  and  natural 
functions ;  and  I  thiuk  there  are  other 
obvious  objections  to  it  which  will  occur 
to  anyone  who  has  had  practical  dealiug 
with  thi.s  question.  But  there  is  no 
doubt  that  these  objections  do  not  occur 
to  the  advanced  school  of  municipal 
reformers.  Their  wish  would  rather  be 
that  municipal  authorities  should  possess 
all  the  property  in  a  town,  that  they 
should  possess  the  right  to  all  the  incre- 
ment that  may  accrue  in  rents  ;  and, 
therefore,  as  far  as  you  are  altering  the 
law,  if  you  do  alter  it  in  this  direction,  on 
the  recommendation  of  your  Committee, 
you  are  by  no  means  serving  Conserva- 
tive interests  by  promoting  rather  than 
resisting  those  daring  municipal 
views  to  which,  I  think,  many  of 
your  Lordships  would  be  sorry  to 
give  support.  But  when  all  is  said 
and  done,  we  on  this  side  of  the  House 
cannot  but  rejoice  that  there  is  no  im- 
practicable objection  offered  to  the 
adoption  of  this  principle  of  Betterment 
in  the  presentation  of  Bills,  to  even  a 
small  extent,  and,  so  far  as  that  goes,  we 
are  prepared  to  accept  the  Report  as,  at 

The  Earl  of  Rosehery 


any  rate,  an  instalment,  showing  a  better 
state  of  mind. 

•The     Earl     of     ONSLOW  :     My 

Lords,  I  rise  to  express  my  surprise  that 
the  noble  Earl  the  Prime  Minister  should 
have  said  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  House  that  the  principle 
of  Betterment  was  unjust.  My  Lords,  I 
have  a  distinct  recollection  of  the  Debate 
to  which  the  noble  Earl  has  referred.  In 
the  first  place,  there  was  the  Resolution 
which  I  put  upon  the  Paper  and  to  which 
your  Loi^ships  agreed.  There  was  not 
a  single  word  in  that  Resolution  which 
said  that  where  property  was  improved 
the  owners  should  uot  pay  a  special  con- 
tribution. All  that  the  Resolution  said 
was  that  the  question  of  Betterment 
should  be  settled  by  the  whole  House 
rather  than  by  a  Committee  considering 
a  Private  Bill.  I  fail  entirely  to  agree 
with  the  noble  Earl  that  any  noble  Lord 
on  this  side  of  the  House  did  in  the 
abstract  resist  that  principle. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY-.  On 
which  side  of  the  House  does  the  Duke 
of  Argyll  sit  ? 

•The  Earl  of  ONSLOW  :  I  was  just 
about  to  say  that  the  noble  Duke  (who  is 
not  in  his  seat  to-night)  did  say  that  in 
his  opinion  a  special  contribution  for  pro- 
perty specially  benefited  was  already  made 
.by  the  increased  contribution  to  the  rates 
which  that  property  must  necessarily  bear 
after  the  improvement  had  been  effected, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  even  the  noble  Duke 
denied  that  where  a  special  benefft  was  con- 
ferred upon  property  a  special  contribution 
should  be  made  in  respect  of  it.  All  he 
argued  was  that  that  special  contribution 
was  made  at  present  under  the  existing 
law.  I  think  the  noble  Earl  has  a  little 
misapprehended  the  intention  of  the 
Committee  with  regard  to  the  principle 
of  recoupment.  I  do  not  think  the  Com- 
mittee at  any  time  anticipated  that  the 
local  authorities  should  acquire  pro- 
perty here,  there,  and  everywhere,  for 
the  purpose  of  recouping  themselves.  All 
the  Committee  have  recommended  is  that 
where  a  local  authority  acquires  pro- 
perty, as  it  now  does,  which  has  been  re- 
quired for  the  purpose  of  improvement 
they  should  not  be  compelled  to  purchase 
the  trade  and  leasehold  interests  in  the 
property,  but  should  also  be  empowered  to 
buy  only  the  right  of  the  owner  or  of  the 
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reversiooer  to  the  liuid  ;  that  they  should 
Jet  the  suhsldiarj  ioterests  run  out,  and 
then  they  would  come  into  possesfiion  of 
the  property  with  the  full  advantages  of 
the  improvement  they  had  themselves 
effected.  If,  as  the  noble  Earl  said,  it 
should  chance  that  such  property  should 
be  licensed  property,  of  course  one  can- 
not help  admiring  the  self-abnegation  of 
the  London  County  Council  in  refusing 
to  hold  public-house  property.  At  the 
same  time,  I  would  point  out  to  the  noble 
Earl  that  it  would  be  quite  within  the 
powers  of  the  London  County  Council  to 
dispose  of  any  licensed  premises  they  may 
acquire,  and  so  obtain  all  the  advantages 
of  the  improvements  which  they  have 
carried  out. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

FINANCE     BILL. 
FIRST  READING. 

Bill  brought  from  the  Commons ; 
read  1^. 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY  : 
My  Lords,  I  would  press  upon  the  noble 
Earl  that  we  should  have  sufficient  time 
to  make  ourselves  masters  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  measure,  which  I  believe 
are  very  difficult  and  complicated.  I 
will  not  now  go  into  any  question  as  to 
the  separate  functions  of  the  two  Houses 
in.  this  matter,  but  it  is  quite  clear  that 
if  we  are  to  pass  the  Bill  we  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  understanding  it,  which 
I  am  told  is  not  very  easy.  I  trust  the 
noble  Earl  will  not  think  it  an  extrava- 
gant request  when  I  ask  that  the  Second 
Reading  should  not  be  taken  before  this 
day  week. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  I 
rather  envy  the  facility  of  noble  Lords 
who  will  be  able  to  make  themselves 
masters  of  all  the  details  of  this  Bill  by 
this  day  week.  But  I  do  not  think  that 
it  is  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  passing 
the  Bill,  that  they  should  make  them- 
selves masters  of  it,  because  I  deprecate 
altogether  the  idea  that  the  House  of 
Lords  has  anything  to  do  with  Money 
Bills.  Any  discussion  of  it  must  obviously 
be  academic,  and  therefore  I  should  have 
thought  '^  the  least  said,  soonest  mended  *' 
with  regard  to  this  measure.  Of  course, 
it  will  interpose  considerable  delay  if  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  is  postponed 
till  Thursday,  beoause  it  will  put  off  the 


next  stage  till  Friday,  and  that  would 
prevent  the  passing  of  the  Bill  into  law 
for  10  days.  However,  I  am  not  master 
in  this  House,  and  if  the  noble  Marquess 
wishes  it  we  will  take  the  Second  Read- 
ing on  the  day  he  names. 

•The  Marques*  or  SALISBURY  : 
May  I  be  allowed  to  protest  against  the 
doctrine  which  the  nQble  Earl  has  laid 
down,  especially  after  what  has  already 
passed  this  evening.  If  the  noble  Earl 
will  refer,  he  will  find  that,  in  the  days 
of  Lord  Derby,  a  Bill  dealing  with  finance 
was  not  merely  discussed,  but  an  Amend- 
ment to  it  was  moved  in  the  House 
of  Lords.  An^  important  Amend- 
ment was  moved,  aud  a  Division 
was  taken  upon  it.  At  that  time  the 
Liberal  Party  had  a  majority  in  this 
House.  They  may  seem  strange  to  the 
noble  Earl,  but  so  it  was.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  causes  may  have  been  which 
have  led  to  an  alteration  in  that  respect^ 
but  the  Liberals  at  that  time  had  a 
majority  in  this  House,  and  resisted  any 
alteration  in  the  Bill,  they  carried  their 
view  by  a  majority  of  32.  I  quote  that 
circumstance  to  show  that,  certainly  since 
I  was  in  Parliament,  and  for  a  very  long 
time  before,  the  House  of  Lords  pos- 
sessed, and  did  exercise  its  right  to 
deal  with  the  provisions  of  a  Bill  of 
this  kind,  and  even,  if  necessary, 
to  amend  such  a  Bill.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, stop  to  enter  into  the  law  dealing 
with  this  subject.  It  is,  indeed,  very 
complicated.  The  noble  Earl  must,  how- 
ever, be  aware  that  it  has  been  laid  down 
by  Mr.  Gladstone  that  the  House  of 
Lords  have  never  admitted  the  privilege 
claimed  in  this  matter  by  the  House  of 
Commons  and  has  never  abandoned  its 
right  to  consider  money  Bills  ;  and  when 
the  noble  Earl  lays  down,  ex  cathedra, 
from  his  present  place,  such  a  doctrine  as 
we  have  just  heard  from  his  lips,  I  &m 
bound  to  point  out  what  the  actual 
technical  form  of  constitutional  right  is 
in  this  House. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  it  is*  in- 
tended by  the  noble  Marquess  to  affirm 
that  this  House  has  exercised  the  privi- 
lege within  any  time  that  we  can  remem^- 
ber  of  amending  any  Money  Bills.  I 
have  always  heard  that  this  House  could 
exercise  the  power  of  rejecting  a  Money 
Bill  as  a  whole ;  but  I  have  also  always 
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heard  it  stated  that  amendment  of  a 
Money  Bill,  whatever  has  been  the  ab- 
stract right  of  this  House,  has  long  been 
abstained  from.  If  the  attempt  to  intro- 
duce it  is  about  to  be  renewed  on  this 
occasion,  I  hope  that  the  noble  Marquess 
will  give  us  notice  of  auj  Amendment 
before  he  moves  it. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  : 
That  I  readily  promise  to  do.  But  to 
answer  the  question  of  the  noble  Earl,  I 
would  beg  him  to  refer  back  to  the  year 
1826.  It  is  a  year  to  which  some  of  us 
can  go  back. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  Cer- 
tainly ;  it  is  the  year  in'which  I  was  born. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
An  auspicious  year  in  every  respect.  In 
that  year  A  Money  Bill  was  attacked,  and 
the  House  of  Commons  accepted  the 
Amendment.  If  the  House  of  Commons 
takes  exception  to  an  Amendment,  all 
that  we  can  do  is  to  pass  an  Amendment 
which  causes  the  rejection  of  the  Bill. 
I  am  not  expressing  the  slightest  inten- 
tion of  moving  an  Amendment  to  the 
Finance  Bill,  and  I  do  not  know  whether 
any  noble  Lord  has  any  such  intention. 
I  only  demur  to  the  doctrine  enunciated 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  which 
appears  to  me  to  be  unsound. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  I  would 
remark,  in  the  words  of  a  predecessor  of  the 
noble  Marquess,  that  a  good  deal  has 
happened  since  then,  and  I  should  not  be 
inclined  to  say  that  the  Earl  of  Derby, 
with  all  his  talents  and  ability,  is  the 
safest  parallel  to  take  or  the  surest  guide 
to  follow.  He  was  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  at  the  time  when  the  Bill 
which  has  been  referred  to  was  rejected 
in  this  House.  I  understand  from  the 
noble  Marquess  that  he  does  not  intend 
to  propose  any  Amendment  to  the  Finance 
Bill. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  : 
Not  myself. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  There- 
fore, I  presume  all  that  we  are  asked  to 
postpone  the  next  stage  of  this  Bill  for 
is  a  certain  amount  of  barren  discussion.  Is 
anything  more  than  that  contemplated  ? 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  : 
Are  all  speeches  barren  which  do  not 
end  in  a  Division  ? 

The  Earl  of  Kimherley 


The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  I  think 
all  speeches  are  barren  which  lead  to  no 
practical  result. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
That  remains  to  be  seen. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  Then 
we  will  fix  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill  for  Thursday. 

Bill  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2* 
on  Thursday  next. — (No.  168.) 

LOCAL      GOVERNMENT     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL.— (No.  121.) 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Aipendment  agreed  to.  X- 

NOTICE  OF  ACCIDENTS  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the    J^ 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

PREVENTION    OF    CRUELTY    TO 

CHILDREN  BILL.-(No  U5.) 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the    \^ 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS   (No.  13)  BILL.— (No.   125.) 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  '^ 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISI05IAL    ORDERS    (No     U)    BILL. 

(No.  137.) 
Returned  from  the  Commons  w^ith  the 

Amendments  agreed  to.  J^ 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS   (No.  17)  BILL.— (No.    123.) 

House    in    Committee   (according   to 

Order)  :  Amendments  made  :    Standing 

Committee    negatived  ;    the    Report   of 

Amendments  to  be  received  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL.— (No.  150.) 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) :  Amendments  made :  Standing 
Committee  negatived ;  The  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  18)  BILL.— (No.  161.) 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order)  :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 
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LOCAL     GOVERNMENT      PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL.— (Na  122.) 
Read  3*  (according    to    Order),   and 
passed. 

SEA  FISHERIES    (SHELL  FISH)  BILL. 
(No.  141.) 
Read  3»  (according    to   Order),    and 
passed. 

LOCOMOTIVE  THRESHING  ENGINES 

BILL—CNo.  158.) 
Read  3»  (according    to  Order),   with 
the  Amendment,  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 

PREVENTION    OF   CRUELTY  TO  CHILDREN 

BILL    [h.L.]. 

A  Bill  to  ooDSolidate  the  Acts  relating  to  the 
prcTention  of  cruelty  to  sqcI  protection  of 
children — Was  presented  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor ;  read  1*  ;  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  169.) 

House  a<ljourned  at  twenty-live  minutes 

before  Six  o^clock,  till  To-morrow, 

Three  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  19th  July  1894. 


Q  U  E  S  riONS. 


INDIAN  STAFF  CORPS. 
Sir  S.  KING  (Hull,  Central): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  he  *has  yet  re* 
ceived  an  answer  from  the  Government 
of  India  to*  his  dispatch  sent  from  the 
the  India  Office  at  the  end  of  May  this 
year,  on  the  subject  of  the  grievances  of 
officers  in  the  Staff  Corps  ;  whether  he 
is  now  in  a  position  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  the  Papers  relating  to  these 
grievances,  including  the  Memorandum 
submitted  to  the  late  Commander-in- 
Chief  and  his  suggestions  thereon  ;  and 
whether  any  decision,  and,  if  so,  what, 
has  been  arrived  at  on  the  subject  ? 

•The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler,  Wolver- 
hampton,E.):  Noanswer  has  been  received 
to  my  Despatch  regarding  the  promotion 


of  officers  of  the  Staff  Corps,  nor  has  any 
decision  been  arrived  at  on  the  subject. 
As  I  informed  the  hon.  Member  on  the 
31st  May  last,  until  the  correspondence 
is  complete  the  Papers  cannot  be  pre- 
sented to  the  House. 

THE  MOUNTJOY  DEMESNE   EDUCA- 
TIONAL   BEQUEST. 

Mb.  M.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
can  state  whether  a  bequest  by  one  John 
M'Evoy,  to  found  and  endow  a  school  at 
Knockmoyle  for  the  education  of  children 
born .  on  the  Mountjoy  Forest  Estate, 
County  Tyrone,  is  now  being  applied,  so 
far  as  the  endowment  is  concerned,  to 
the  use  of  a  school  at  Dunmullen  not  on 
the  estate ;  and  whether  the  proper 
body  exercising  control  in  the  matter 
of  educational  endowments  will  inquire 
into  the  facts  of  the  case  and  correct 
any    abuse     that     may     be     foand     to 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.Morley,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne)  :  I  am  informed  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Charitable  Donations 
and  Bequests  that  the  bequest  referred  to 
does  not  contain  any  provision  for  the 
endowment  of  a  school  at  Knockmoyle. 
The  will  made  provision  for  the  education 
of  boys  born  on  the  Mountjoy  Demesne* 
and  the  annual  interest  on  the  endowment^ 
amounting  to  leas  than  £8,  is  remitted  for 
this  purpose  to  the  rector  of  the  parish. 
The  demesne,  as  such,  has  ceased  to  exists 
and  the  rector  has  let  it  be  known  that 
he  would  devote  the  income  to  the  in- 
struction at  the  Omagh  Model  School  of 
boys  born  on  the  estate,  or,  failing  appli- 
cants for  instruction  at  this  school,  to 
the  general  purposes  of  primary  educa- 
tion in  a  school  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
of  the  demesne. 

THE  IRISH  LANGUAGE  IN  IRISH 
SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick's)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  for  Ireland  if  there  i» 
any  objection  to  appoint  Professors  of 
Irish  for  the  Teachers'  Training  College 
in  Marlborough  Street,  Dublin,  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  Commissioner,  and 
if  there  are  objections,  in  what  these 
objections  consist  ? 
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Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  question  of 
appointiDg  a  Profeasor  to  teach  Irish  at 
this  TrainiDg  College  was  referred  by 
the  Commissioners  to  the  Professors  of 
the  Training  College  for  their  opinion  ; 
and  their  unanimous  reply  was  that  Irish 
could  not  possihy  be  introduced  into  the 
curriculum  of  the  College  except  by  the 
exclusion  of  some  other  subject  of 
certainly  more  practical  importance. 

THE  TIREB  CROFTERS. 
Sir  D.  MACFARLANE  (Argyll- 
shire)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
if  his  atteutioii  has  been  called  to  a  de- 
mand made  upon  certain  crofters  iuTiree 
by  Mr.  Sproat,  who  is  fiscal  and  also 
agent  for  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  to  pay 
half  the  cost  of  the  erection  of  a  march 
dyke  ;  and,  whether,  in  the  absence  of 
any  agreement  to  contribute  to  the  erec- 
tion of  the  dyke,  they  can  be  legally 
compelled  to  do  so  ? 

•The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.B. 
Balfour,  Clackmannan,  &c.):  It  appears 
that  the  march  dyke  between  the  farm 
of  Greenhill  in  the  Island  of  Tiree  and 
the  adjoining  crofting  township  got  into 
disrepair,  and  that  the  tenant  asked  the 
township  to  join  in  putting  it  in  order. 
As  they  declined  to  do  so,  an  action  was 
brought  in  the  Sheriff  Court  by  the 
tenant,  with  the  result  that  the  Sheriff 
repelled  the  defence  stated  by  the 
crofters,  and  found  them  bound  to  execute 
the  repairs,  giving  them  a  reasonable 
time  to  do  so.  The  time  having  elapsed 
without  the  crofters  executing  the  work, 
it  was  done  at  the  sight  of  a  person 
appointed  by  the  Sheriff,  who  subse- 
quently granted  a  second  decree  for  the 
cost.  The  tenant,  I  understand,  has 
paid  his  part,  but  the  crofters  still  refuse 
to  pay  theirs.  As  the  question  of  lia- 
bility has  been  litigated  by  the  crofters, 
and  they  have  not  appealed  against  the 
Sheriff *s  decision,  they  are  bound  to 
obey  the  decree  for  payment. 

DILATORY  PUBLICATION  OF  THE  ACTS 
OF  PARLIAMENT. 

Sir  J.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whe- 
he  is  aware  that  much  inoonvenienee  is 
caused  to  the  members  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession, Clerks  of  the  Peace,  and  officials 
of  Public  Boards  by  the  dilatory  publica- 
tion  of   the   Acts   of   Parliament ;    and 


whether  anything  can  be  done  to  ex- 
pedite the  pablioation  of  the  volume  of 
Statutes  at  the  end  of  the  present 
Session  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbsbt,  Oldham) : 
My  hon.  Friend  is,  no  doubt,  aware  that 
the  separate  Acts  are,  subject  to  unfore- 
seen circumstances,  published  at  ouce, 
after  the  Royal  Assent  is  signified  and 
the  correctness  of  the  copy  proved.  The 
question  of  the  most  convenient  date  for 
the  publication  of  the  volume  was  not 
long  ago  considered  by  a  Committee 
specially  appointed  for  the  purpose,  who 
considered  that  the  volume  might  in  an 
ordinary  Session  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
public  l)efore  the  commencement  of  the 
Michaelmas  Term,  and  this  was  the  ar- 
rangement made.  A  great  deal  of 
editorial  and  other  work  in  connection 
with  the  volume  has  to  be  done  after  the 
close  of  the  Session,  and  it  was  judged 
that  if  the  publication  were  hurried — 
which  would  necessitate  leaving  out 
valuable  information  now  given — the 
public  -would  lose  more  than  it  gained 
by  the  quicker  issue.  I  can  assure  my 
hon.  Friend  that  both  I  and  the  Con- 
troller of  the  Stationery  Office  are  fully 
alive  to  the  importance  of  expeditious 
publication  of  the  Statutes. 

ST.  JAMES'S  PARK. 
Mr.  JOHN  BURNS(Batter8ea):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
whether  he  will  cause  to  be  re-opened, 
for  childreu  to  play  upon,  several  of  the 
grass  plots  of  which  they  have  been  de- 
prived in  St.  James's  Park  ;  and  whether 
he  will  follow  the  example  in  other  parks 
and  reduce  the  height  of  all  the  railings, 
and,  in  several  cases,  remove  entirely  the 
high  and  ugly  cast-iron  x^ilings  that 
obstruct  the  view  of  the  gardens  in  St. 
James's  Park  ? 
•The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  H.  Gladstone,  Leeds, 
W.)  :  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  St. 
James's  Park  is  virtually  one  with  the 
Green  Park.  If  the  amount  of  grass 
avaiUble  in  the  former  for  a  playground 
is  Insufficient,  children  can  cross  the  Mall 
to  the  Green  Park,  where  there  are  about 
40  acres  of  grass  unenclosed.  The  beautj 
of  the  flower  beds  and  lawns  in  St. 
James's  Park  is  a  special  feature,  which 
I  do  not  think  anyone  wishes  to  impair. 
But   I   am  anxious   that   the  enclosure 
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should  not  be  more  than  is  neoesssr  j,  and 
I  have  given  directions  for  a  portion  of 
the  grass  in  the  soath-east  corner  of  the 
park  to  be  thrown  open.  A  lighter 
railing,  whenever  practicable,  will  be 
substituted  for  the  existing  fencing,  a 
good  deal  of  which  is  unnecessariij 
heavy. 

Mr.  PIERPOINT  (Warrington): 
May  I  ask  the  right  hou.  Gentleman  if 
he  can  see  his  way  to  making  the  parks 
a  little  more  decent  and  suitable  for 
children  by  putting  an  end  to  the  hideous 
ravings  of  political  and  religious  tuft 
hunters  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

THE  WEST  HAM  TOWN  CLERKSHIPS. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  fact  that  the  Town  Clerk 
of  West  Ham,  besides  his  clerkship,  is 
also  filling  16  other  different  offices,  the 
occupancy  of  which  necessarily  conflicts 
with  the  proper  discharge  of  his  duties 
to  the  West  Ham  Town  Council  ;  and 
whether  some  limit  should  be  placed  on 
the  number  of  offices  a  public  official 
should  hold  ? 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Shaw- 
Lefevre,  Bradford,  Central)  :  I  have 
no  information  as  to  the  several  offices 
held  by  the  Town  Clerk  of  West  Ham 
beyond  that  given  in  the  newspaper 
which  my  hon.  Friend  has  sent  to  me, 
but  if  the  facts  are  as  stated  the  offices 
which  he  holds  are  unusually  numerous. 
But  I  have  no  jurisdiction  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  Am  I  to  ufider- 
stand  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  not  power  to  prevent  town  clerks 
and  clerks  to  Boards  of  Guardians  from 
taking  private  appointments  ?  I  have 
information  of  one  case  in  which 
the  number  of  such  appointments  is  17, 
and  of  another  in  which  it  amounts  to  24 
—directly  conflicting  with  the  pecuniary 
interests  of  the  ratepayers  which  a  town 
clerk  should  watch. 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  I  am  ad- 
vised that  I  have  no  jurisdiction  in  the 
matter  and  no  power  to  intervene. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  May  I  ask  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  aware 
that  East  and  West  Ham  are  supplied  with 


gas  by  the  Gas  Company  to  which  the 
Town  Clerk  of  West  Ham  is  solicitor,  and 
that  7d.  or  8d.  more  per  thousand  is  being 
paid  than  ought  to  be  ?  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  also  aware  that  the  rates  in  that 
particular  district  are  abnormally  high, 
and  that  there  are  complaints  of  ineffi- 
ciency and  maladministration  which  the 
ratepayers  believe  to  be  due  to  the  fact 
tliat  the  Town  Clerk  holds  these  16 
offices  in  addition  to  that  of  Town 
Clerk  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  I  have  not 
had  any  complaints  on  the  subject,  I 
believe  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  correct  in 
saying  that  the  rates  are  very  high,  but 
to  what  that  is  due  I  cannot  sav. 

MR.JOHNBURNS:  Do  I  understand 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  de- 
cline to  send  one  of  his  Inspectors  to 
inquire  into  these  allegations  of  mal- 
administration, which  many  ratepayers 
believe  to  be  the  result  of  pluralism  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE:  I  must 
wait  till  some  official  complaint  ia  made 
to  me.  No  such  complaint  has  yet  been 
made. 

•Sir  C.  W.  DILKE  (Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean)  :  In  the  event  of  application 
being  made  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  know  whether  there  is  any 
reason  against  the  appointment  to  a 
particular  office  of  a  particular  person, 
will  inquiry  be  made  as  to  the  offices 
already  held  by  such  person  ?  Of 
course,  that  does  not  apply  to  town 
clerks* 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE:  The  only 
case  in  which  I  have  jurisdiction  would 
be  on  a  fresh  appointment  of  clerk  to  a 
Board  of  Guardians.  In  respect  to  that 
I  will  make  inquiries  in  the  direction 
indicated. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  :  May 
I  ask  whether  these  appointmeuts  are 
not  made  by  the  Local  Authority,  who 
are  absolutely  appointed  by  the  people 
under  the  present  system  of .*  a6tiiij^^llV/ 
Government  ?  -.»' 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBEBtLAIN  (Birming- 
ham, W.)  :  I  was  goling  to  ask  the  same 
question.  Is  it  nr^  in  the  competence 
of  the  Town  Cbuncil  of  this  district  to 
make  arrangemients  with  its  town  clerk 
as  to  payiniy  him  sufficient  to  make  it 
unnecessary  for  him  to  hold  these  supple- 
mentary rjffiees  ? 

Mr.^SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  I  believe 
that  \fk  so. 
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Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras, 
E.)  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  while  the  right 
hoD.  Gentleman  has  full  power  and  juris- 
diction over  clerks  to  Guardians  he  has 
no  power  whatever  over  clerks  to  Town 
Councils  and  Vestries  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  I  have 
already  said  that  I  have  no  jurisdiction 
whatever  over  Town  Councils.  The 
only  case  in  which  I  could  interfere 
would  he  on  the  fresh  appointment  of  an 
officer  under  a  Board  of  Guardians,  and 
then  my  power  would  be  limited  to 
defining  what  the  salary  should  be. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  :  Will  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  answer  my  question  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE:  Un- 
doubtedly a  Town  Council  has  full 
power  to  appoint  its  own  officers  and 
fix  their  remuneration. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  :  Then  I  understand 
this  is  a  matter  entirely  for  local  arrange- 
ment, and  what  is  sought  is  that  the 
central  government  should  over-ride  the 
Local  Authority. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  Considering  the 
helplessness  displayed  by  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  in  taking  no  step  to 
prevent  a  grave  public  scandal,  I  give 
notice  that  when  the  salary  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  is  under  considera- 
tion I  shall  move  to  reduce  it  by  £1,700, 
£100  for  each  berth  occupied  by  this 
gentleman. 

THE  PACIFIC  CABLE  ROUTE. 
Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whe- 
ther, in  view  of  the  decision  of  the  Ottawa 
Conference  to  recommend  a  complete 
survey  of  the  route  of  the  proposed  Pacific 
cable  and  the  conflict! ug  estimates  of  the 
cost  of  such  survey  that  have  been  pub- 
lished, he  has  any  official  information  at 
his  command  upon  which  a  trustworthy 
estimate  may  be  based  ? 

Ihe  P(?[gTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Mr.  A.  MorlIe;^,  Nottingham,  E.)  :  The 
only  information  Vt  ray  command  is  that 
which  is  containea^4P  ^^^  ''  Charts  and 
Sailing  Directions  "  published  by  the 
Admiralty,  and  in  a  fi^'^port,  published 
by  the  Government  of  the  ^^nited  States, 
of  a  survey  of  the  Pacific  b^gtween  Cali- 
fornia and  the  Hawaiian  Isla^fi<^*  under- 
taken by  American  ships  in  w*^®  .^**^® 
1891  and  1892.  ^  |^ 


THE  AMERICAN  STRIKES. 
Mr.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  any  official 
corroboration  has  been  received  of  the 
reported  delay  and  destruction  of  Austra- 
lian and  New  Zealand  mails  via  San 
Francisco  during  the  recent  railway  strike 
riots  in  the  United  States  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  There  is  no 
foundation  for  the  statement  published 
in  certain  newspapers  that  I  have  received 
an  official  intimation  of  the  destruction  of 
mails  sent  via  San  Francisco. 


RINN  AND  BLACK  RIVER  DRAINAGE. 
Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  :  I  l*eg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  portions  of  the 
drainage  charge  in  tbe  districts  of  Rinn 
and  Black  River,  in  the  Counties  of 
Leitrim  and  Longford,  have  been  lately 
assessed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Public 
Works  on  Alexander  O'Connor,  Drum- 
harkan,  Patrick  O'Donnell,  Mary  Foley, 
senior,  and  Mary  Foley,  junior ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  this  cnarge  had  been 
previously  paid  by  the  Church  Tempo- 
ralities Commissioners  ;  and  whether  he 
will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the 
liability  of  the  Church  Temporalities 
Commissioners,  as  proprietors  in  the 
terms  of  the  charging  order,  to  pay  off 
the  whole  of  this  drainage  charge  before 
disposing  of  the  glebe  lands  to  the  tenant 
purchasers  ? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  I  am  informed 
that  the  Rinn  and  Black  River  Drainage 
District  Award  was  made  on  the  26tb 
April,  1859,  and  the  charge  on  the  lands 
referred  to  (Drumharkana  Glebe)  was  re* 
deemed  in  1872  by  the  Church  Tempo- 
ralities Commissioners.  The  Drainage 
Trustees,  who  are  bound  to  maintain  the 
works  that  had  been  executed,  having 
neglected  to  do  so,  they  got  into  seriouB 
disrepair.  They  were  restored  by  the 
Board  of  Works  under  ^'  The  Drainage 
Maintenance  Act,  1866,**  at  a  cost  of 
£2,713  ds.  7d.,  which  is  repayable  by  the 
present  proprietors  in  24  half-yearly  in- 
stalments under  the  Board^s  Charging 
Order  of  28th  April,  1894.  The  parties 
named  are  now  proprietors,  having  pur- 
chased their  holdings  under  the  Church 
Temporalities  Coromissiony  and  are  liable 
to  be  assessed  for  the  maintenance  of 
works. 
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eXRLOW  LdNATIC  AdVLITM. 

Mb.  J..ffAMMOND(Carlow)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lientenaut  of  Ireland  ^whether  he  is 
aware  that  after  tliree  abortive  elections 
an  appointment  to  the  post  of  physician 
fy  the  Carlow  Lunatic  Asylum  has  been 
made  by  a  majority  of  the  Governors,  and 
whether  the  Board  of  Control  will  now 
ratify  the  appointment  ? 

Mr.  J  MORLEY  :  No  official  Report 
has  yet  been  received  of  the  proceedings 
at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  of  \\i^  Carlow  Asylum  in 
relation  to  the  appointmentofun  Assistant 
Medical  Officer,  though  it  appears  from 
a  newspaper  report  that  such  an  appoint- 
ment was  made  on  the  13th  instant. 
The  appointment,  however,  is  proba- 
tionary only  in  the  first  instance,  and 
will  require  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
Governors  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  not 
sooner  than  three  nor  later  than  six 
months  from  the  date  of  the  probationary 
appointment.  Should  the  appointment 
be  then  confirmed  by  the  Governors,  it 
will  be  submitted  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
for  his  approval  pursuant  to  Statute. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.): 
Will  the  only  point  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Government,  when  the'probationary 
term  comes  to  an  end,  be  medical  fitness 
and  conduct  in  office,  and  have  no  reference 
to  antecedent  circumstances  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  am  not  quite 
sure,  but  I  believe  that  is  so. 

SHOT  FIRING  IN  MINES. 

Mr.  J,  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Bush- 
el iffe)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether, 
havinff  regard  to  the  disasters  and  loss  of 
life  which  have  take  place  in  coal  mines 
through  the  presence  of  coal  dust  and 
the  dangerous  use  therein  of  shot-firing, 
the  Government  will  be  prepared  to  press 
forward  a  measure  next  Session  carrying 
out  the  recommendation  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Coal  Dust,  in  their 
Report  on  16th  June,  1894,  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  should  be  given 
further  powers  to  limit  and  prohibit  the 
use  of  gunpowder  in  fiery,  dry,  or  dusty 
mines  ? 

T^B  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
AsQUiTH,  Fife,  E.)  :  I  hope  next  Session 
to    introduce    a   Bill  dealing   with   the 
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^natters  discussed  in  t^e  Report,  espe- 
cially with  regaled  to  shot-firing  and  coal 
dust. 

DISEASE  AMONG  CANADIAN  CATTLE. 

!Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  :  I  beg  t9  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
when  the  evidence  taken  in  the  recent 
iiiquiry  into  the  lungs  of  certain  Canadian 
cattle  will  bo  presented  to  the  Hoqse ; 
and  whether  he  can  now  state  the  con- 
clusion at  which  the  Department  has 
arrived  thereon  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  H.  Gardner, 
Essex,  Safiron  Walden)  :  The  evidence 
in  question  is  of  a  very  technical 
character,  and  will  require  careful  re- 
vision, but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long 
before  I  am  in  a  position  to  present  it  to 
the  House.  I  stated  on  the  12th  instant 
that  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
prospect  at  present  of  my  being  able  to 
dispense  with  the  normal  statutory  re- 
quirement of  slaughter  at  the  port  of 
landing  in  the  case  of  cattle  imported 
into  this  country  from  Canada,  and  I 
cannot  at  the  moment  add  to  this  state- 
ment. I  propose,  however,  to  embo(^ 
the  facts  upon  which  it  is  based  in  a 
reasoned  Minute  which  will  be  included 
in  the  other  Papers  to  be  preseuted. 

SECONDARY  BDdCATlON  IN 
AYRSHIRE. 

Mr.  BIRKMYRE  (Ayr,  &cO  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whe- 
ther the  Education  Department  is  aware 
that  the  grant  for  secondary  education  is 
being  distributed  in  Ayrshire  in  grants 
to  ex-VI.  scholars  in  elementary  schools 
in  the  county,  as  well  as  the  secondary 
schools  in  the  county  ;  and  whether  this 
application  of  the  money  has  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Department  ? 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOT- 
LAND (Sir  G.  Trevelyan,  Glasgow, 
Bridgeton)  :  The  scheme  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  secondary  education  grant 
in  Ayrshire  provides  for  a  certain  amount 
being  assigned  to  scholars  in  state-aided 
schools,  who  have  passed  out  of  the 
standards  and  are  receiving  some  higher 
education.  Such  an  application  is  justi- 
fied by  the  purposes  of  the  grant. 

FISCAL  POLICY  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 
Mr.  DIXOK  (Birmingham,  Edgbas- 
ton)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
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of  State  for  the  ColoDies  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  New  Zealand  Times 
(the  organ  of  the  Government)  of  9th 
May,  1894,  contains  a  leading  article 
advocating  the  substitution  of  paper 
currency  for  gold  and  silver;  whether 
the  Legislature  in  that  Colony  has  the 
power  to  pass  an  Act  for  that  purpose  ; 
and  whether  it  would  be  competent  for 
the  Crown  to  veto  such  an  Act  were  it 
passed  by  the  New  Zealand  Legislature  ? 

Mr.  HOGAN  :  Before  the  Under 
Secretary  replies,  may  I  ask  him  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  New  Zealand  Go- 
vernment is  no  more  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  the  New  Zealand 
Times  than  Lord  Rosebery  is  responsible 
for  the  opinions  of  the  London  Times  or 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Belfast  for 
the  sentiments  of  the  FreemarCs  Journal; 
and  also  is  he  aware  that  at  the  best-in- 
formed sources  of  information  in  London 
nothing  whatever  is  known  of  the  design 
attributed  to  the  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment in  the  question  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr. 
S.  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)  : 
Before  I  reply  to  the  question  on  the 
Paper  I  will  answer  the  one  put  to  me 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid-Tipperary 
by  saying  that  I  know  nothing  about  the 
international  arrangement  between  the 
Government  and  the  Press  of  New  Zea- 
land to  which  he  has  called  my  attention. 
My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Edg- 
baston  has  showed  me  the  article  referred 
to  in  his  question.  But  I  think  he  must 
not  assume  that  because  a  particular 
measure  is  advocated  in  a  newspaper 
stated  to  be  an  organ  of  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernment that  any  such  measure  will  be 
necessarily  adopted  by  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernment. As  regards  the  two  last 
questions,  the  Colony  has  the  power  to 
pass  such  an  Act  as  that  suggested  in 
the  question.  The  Queen  has  power,  if 
she  should  be  so  advised,  to  disallow  such 
an  Act ;  and  the  Governor  is  required  by 
his  Instructions  to  reserve  for  the 
signification  of  Her  Majesty's  pleasure 
anv  Bill  affecting  the  currency  of  the 
Colony  unless  in  a  cf^se  of  urgent 
necessity. 

THE   PBOVIDBNT  ASSOCUTION    OF 
LONDON. 

",.  Mb.  ^ESSE  COLLINGS  (Birming- 
liam,  Bordesley)  :  I  beg  to  ask  thePresi- 

Mr.  Dixon 


dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  company,  styled  the  Provident 
Association  of  London,  more  especially, 
to  the  issue  of  so-called  "  House  Property . 
Bonds,^'  and  the  baUots  which  take  p^ace 
periodically  in  connection  with  them ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  dissatis- 
faction which  is  felt  by  a  number  of 
subscribers,  he  has  power  to  order  an^ 
investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the 
company  in  order  to  remove  the  doubta 
which  exist  as  to  the  solidity  of  its 
position  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  thb 
BOARD  OF  TRADE  (Mr,  Bryci^ 
Aberdeen,  S.)  :  The  circumstances  of 
the  company  have  not  recently  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  but  if  members  of  the  company 
holding  not  less  than  one-fifth  part  of 
the  whole  shares  of  the  company  for  the 
time  being  issued  apply  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  order  an  examination  into  the 
affairs  of  the  company  their  application 
shall  receive  careful  and  prompt  con- 
sideration, 

PRECAUTIONS  .AGAINST    CHOLERA  IN 
IRELAND. 

Mb.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  a  possible 
visitation  of  cholera,  and  the  fact  that 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  England  has  deemed  it  ad- 
visable to  supplement  the  work  done  by 
the  permanent  officials  by  the  re-appoint- 
ment of  extra  Medical  Inspectors  for 
another  year,  extra  Medical  Inspectors 
have  been  appointed  in  Ireland ;  and 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  Ireland  have  made  any  request  to  the 
Government  for  the  appointment  of  extra 
Inspectors  ;  and,  if  not,  whether  the  Irish 
Board  are  satisfied  with  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  country  generally  and 
its  preparedness  to  resist  an  epidemic  of 
cholera  ? 

Mr.  J.MORLEY  :  Treasury  authority 
was  obtained  last  year  for  the  employ- 
ment of  an  additional  Inspector  for  a 
period  of  seven  months  for  special  work 
connected  with  precautionary  measures 
against  cholera.  This  term  of  employ- 
ment expired  on  March  3l6t  last.  At)pli- 
cation  was  made  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  retain  the  services  of  this  tem- 
porary Medical  Inspector  for  five  months 

'      -  '  Digitized  by  CjOOQIC' 


369 


Irish  Lights 


{19  Jc^I,Y  Wfl4} 


Board. 


379. 


longer  ;  but  as  no  poflitive  neceeeitj  wfis 
shown  at  the  time  for  the  extra  expendi- 
ture involved,  I  was  of  opinion,  upon  the 
information  before  me,  that  no  case  had 
been  made  out  for  then  approaching  the 
Treasury  in  the  matter.  In  some  locaJi^- 
ties  much  remains  to  be  accomplished  in 
the  direction  of  improved  water  supplies, 
efficient  drainage,  and  the  removal  of 
nuisances ;  but  these,  1  apprehend,  are 
matters  for  the  attention  of  the  Board's 
permanent  staff,  which  contains  four 
Medical  Inspectors. 

REGISTRY  OF  DEEDS  OFFICE.  IRELAND. 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tory to  the  Treasury  whether  lie  is 
aware  that  a  Royal  Commission,  report- 
ing in  1881  upon  the  Registry  of  Deeds, 
Ireland,  recommended  that  the  office 
hours  on  Saturday  should  be  from  10  till 
2  o^clock,  and  that  in  order  to  give 
effect  to  such  recommendation  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  Holidays  Act  was 
passed  in  1883 ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  officials,  having  enjoyed  the 
Saturday  half -holiday  for  10  years,  are 
now  compelled  to  attend  from  half-past 
9  to  half-past  4  o'clock  on  alternate 
Saturdays,  not  only  in  direct  violation  of 
the  Statute,  but  also  of  the  Oi'der  in 
Council  of  August  15th,  1890,  which  re- 
served the  existing  privileges  of  all  Civil 
servants  ;  and  whether  he  is  prepared  to 
restore  to  those  officers  the  regular  half- 
holiday  which  they  were  given  by  the 
Statute  ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the  Cor- 
respondence upon  the  subject  which 
passed  between  the  Registrar  and  the 
Treasury,  in  order  that  the  matter  may 
be  discussed  when  the  Estimate  for  the 
Department  is  taken  ? 

Sir  jr.  T.  HIBBERT  :  The  Act  of 
1883  requires  the  Registry  of  Deeds  to 
be  closed  at  2  on  Saturdays  for  busi- 
ness. The  Treasury  are  advised  that 
this  provision  refers  tp  business  with  the 
public,  and  does  not  exempt  the  staff 
from  the  ordinary  rules  as  to  attendance 
laid  down  by  Order  in  Council  for  the  Civil 
Service.  The  saving  provision  referred 
to  by  the  hou.  Member  applies  only  to 
annual  holidays.  The  existing  staff  of 
the  Registry  of  Deeds  received  personal 
additions  to  their  salaries  when  the  seven 
hours  day  was  introduced,  and  the  rule 
of  half-holidays  on  alternate  Saturdays  is 
aa  integral  part  of  that  system*    There 


IS   no    correspondence    on  the    subject 
which  could  usefully  be  published, 

IRISH  LIGHTS  BOARD. 
Mr.  field  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  tl»ei 
the  Irish  Lights  Board  can  give  a  con- 
tract without  the  consent  of  the  Board  of' 
Trade  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that   the; 
Appledore  firm  employs  non-Uniou  men. 
at  less  than  current  Union  wages  ;  and 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  ensure  that 
in  all  such  contracts  the  Fair  Wages  Re- 
solution passed  by  this  House  is  enforced  ? 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  (Dublin,  Har- 
bour) :  At  che  same  time,  I  will  ask  the 
right  hou.  Qentleman  whether  contracts 
for  the  repairs  of  vesseb  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Irish  Board  of  Lights  are 
given  away  by  the  Board  of  Trade  or  by 
the  Board  of  Irish  Lights  ;  whether  the 
tenders  recently  submitted  included 
tenders  from  two  Dublin  firms,  one  of 
which  had  already  satisfactorily  dis- 
charged contracts  for  the  Irish  Lights 
Board ;  and  whether  it  was  a  condition 
that  the  tenders  should  set  forth  the 
rate  of  wages  given  to  the  men  employed 
by  the  different  firms  ;  if  so,  whether  the 
contract  was  given  to  a  firm  that  prof 
fessedly  employed  men  at  wages  far 
under  the  standard  rate,  and  the  duty  of 
declaring  the  contract  was  discharged  by 
the  Irish  Lights  Board  or  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE:  The  consent  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  is  necessary  to  the 
validity  of  a  contract  accepted  by  the 
Irish  Lights  Commissioners.  I  have  no 
official  information  as  to  whether  the 
Appledore  firm  employ  non-Union  men  at 
less  than  current  Union  wages ;  but 
Appledore  being  a  small  place  it  is 
possible  that  the  rate  of  wages  obtaining 
there  may  be  lower  than  those  in  more 
populous  districts  ;  and  I  have  seen  a 
statement  to  the  effect  that  they  are 
lower  than  those  generally  current  in  the 
Bristol  Channel  District.  The  Irish 
Lights  Commissioners  are  not  a  Govern- 
ment Department,  and  I  am  advised  that 
the  Board  of  Trade  are  not  under  their 
statutory  powers  entitled  to  refuse  their 
consent  to  a  contract  made  by  the  Irish 
Lights  Commissioners,  on  the  ground 
that  the  Commissioners  have  not  made 
inquiries  regarding  the  rates  of  wages 
paid  by  a  contracting  firm.  In  conveying 
the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
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the  acceptance  of  the  tender,  the  Board 
of  Trade  have  urged  upou  the  Cotninis- 
sioners  of  Irish  Lights  the  propriety  of 
giving  effect  in  future  cases  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
13th  February,  1891.  In  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the* 
Harbour  Division,  I  have  to  say  that 
the  contracts  referred  to  in  the  question 
are  entered  into  by  the  Irish  Lights 
Commissioners,  but  the  statutory  ap- 
proval of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  necessary 
to  the  completion  of  the  contract.  I  am 
informed  by  the  Irish  Lights  Com- 
missioners that  among  the  tenders 
recently  submitted  to  them  there  were 
tenders  from  two  Dublin  firms,  and  I 
understand  that  one  of  these  firms  has 
been  satisfactorily  employetl  before  ;  but 
these  tenders  were  very  greatly  higher 
than  the  tender  accepted  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, subject  to  the  sanction  of  the 
Board.  The  Irish  Lights  Commissioners 
did  not  make  it  a  condition  that  the 
tenders  should  set  forth  the  rate  of 
wages  given  to  the  men  employed  by  the 
different  firms,  and  they  inform  me  that 
they  do  not  consider  it  their  duty  to 
make  any  inquiries  upon  this  point.  As 
I  have  explained  to  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  St.  Patrick's  Division  of 
Dublin,  the  Irish  Lights  Commissioners 
are  not  a  Government  department, 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  :  May  I  ask 
whether,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  the 
tenders  submitted  the  rate  of  wages  is  not 
set  forth  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
he  has  no  official  knowledge  of  the  rate 
of  wages,  but  will  he  refer  to  the  tenders 
themselves  ?  If  he  will  he  will  see  that  the 
rate  of  wages  to  be  paid  is  given,  and  if 
the  difference  in  the  estimates  is 
mainly  due  to  the  rate  of  wages,  will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consider  him- 
self justified  in  refusing  his  sanction  to 
the  contract  ? 

Mb.  BRYCE  :  Speaking  from  memory, 
I  believe  the  rate  of  wages  is  not  set  out 
in  the  contract ;  but,  whether  it  is  or  not, 
the  Board  of  Trade  have  not  the  power 
to  refuse  their  sanction. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  :  Is  the  right 
hon*  Gentleman  aware  that  the  Board  of 
Irish  Lights  defend  their  action  in  the 
matter  on  the  ground  that  they  have  no 
power,  and  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
contract  really  rests  with  the  Board  of 
Trade? 

Mr,  Bryee 


Mr.  BRYCE:  I  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Board  of  Irish  Lights  have  made  any 
such  defence.  Such  conduct  in  the 
matter  would  be  entirely  in  contradiction 
to  the  view  that  they  have  expressed  to 
me. 

Mr.  field  :  May  I  ask  whether,  in 
the  communication  that  has  been  received 
from  the  Board  of  Irish  Lights,  and 
which  I  have  forwarded  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  there  are  any  statements 
which  would  bear  such  an  interpreta- 
tion? 

Mr.  BRYCE:  I  am  not  aware  that 
there  is  any  statement  in  the  communica- 
tion referred  to  that  would  suggest  that 
view. 

LIVERPOOL  LAIRAGKS. 

Mr.  FIELD:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
whether  complaints  have  reached  him 
that  foreign  cattle  landed  at  the  Wood- 
side  and  Wallasey  lairages  in  Liverpool 
port  have  been  subjected  to  injurious 
treatment  through  the  want  of  a  sufficient 
reception  lairage,  as  required  by  the 
Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Acts  and 
by  the  Orders  in  Council  in  connection 
therewith ;  vnW  he  explain  why  memorials 
upon  this  subject  from  the  trade  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  have  received  no 
attention  :  whether  the  landing  of  cattle 
at  night  in  the  absence  of  electric  light 
will  be  continued  ;  and  whether  he  will 
cause  an  inquiry  into  the  matter  com- 
plained of  ? 

Mr.  H.  GARDNER  :  Representations 
have  recently  reached  me  from  one  of 
the  leading  importers  of  cattle  at  Liver* 
pool  as  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  accom- 
modation provided  at  the  Foreign 
Animals  Wharves  at  that  port.  Those 
representations  have  received  attention, 
and  I  have  caused  inquiry  to  be  made  and 
have  been  in  communication  with  the 
Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  and 
with  my  correspondent  on  the  subject. 
The  pressure  experienced  appears  to  be 
due  to  the  exceptionally  heavy  imports 
of  live  stock  which  have  been  recently- 
received  at  Liverpool,  and  to  the  reluct- 
ance of  owners  to  slaughter  until  the  last 
possible  moment  in  the  hope  of  some 
improvement  in  prices  being  manifested. 
I  do  not  anticipate  any  unwillingness  on 
the  part  of  the  Mersey  Board  to  provide 
additional  accommodation  if  the  expan- 
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sionof  the  trade  should  continue  ^d  ^ 
evidence  of  this  I  xojSky.s&y  thst,t  durii^ 
1893  addltiooal  provisioa  for  1,200 
cattle  was  made.  I  do  not  appear  to 
have  received  any  complaint  as  to  the 
insufficient  lighting  of  the  wharves  at 
night, 

Mr.  FIELD:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  send  some  competent  person 
to  make  inquiries  in  the  district  ?. 

Mr.  H.  GARDNER  :  I  have  made 
inquiries. 

POACHING  ON  THE  SHANNON 
FISHERIES. 
Mr.  W.  KENNY  (Dublin,  St. 
Stephen's  Green)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
Francis  Farrell,  Daniel  Farrell,  and  Pat- 
rick Farrell  were  convicted  at  the  Pat- 
rick's Well  (County  Limerick)  Petty 
Sessions  on  the  17  th  April  last  of  poaching 
in  the  Several  Fishery  of  the  Shannon 
Fishery  Company,  and  fined  £6  each,  and 
that,  on  the  same  occasion,  they  were  con- 
victed and  fined  for  assaulting  one  of  the 
servants  of  the  company  ;  whether  these 
fines  were  reduced  by  the  Irish  Executive 
to  the  minimum  penalty  in  each  case — 
lOs^  notwithstanding  the  protest  of  the 
company  ;  if  the  same  men  were  con- 
victed in  1892  of  assaults  on  the  com- 
pany's water  bailiffs,  and  in  1893  of 
trespass  on  the  company's  property,  and 
if  the  fines  imposed  in  1893  were  wholly 
remitted ;  and  if  he  wiU  state  the  grounds 
for  the  action  of  the  Irish  Executive  in 
this  case  ? 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY:  The  question 
states  the  facts  with  substantial  accu- 
racy. The  mitigation  of  the  penalties 
referred  to  in  the  first  and  second  para- 
graphs applied  only  to  the  fines  inflicted 
for  the  breach  of  the  Fishery  Laws,  and 
did  not  extend  to  the  fines  imposed  for 
the  assaults  committed  on  the  servants  of 
the  Fishery  Company.  As  stated  by  me 
in  replying  to  a  question  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  on  the  lOth 
July,  1893,  the  fines  inflicted  on  the 
persons  named  for  a  breach  of  the  Fishery 
Laws  in  the  previous  April  were  wholly 
remitted  by  the  Lords  Justices  after  con- 
sultation with  the  local  Justices,  who 
had  expressed  approval  of  this  course. 
The  Magistrates  who  convicted  at  Petty 
Sessions  on  the  17th  April,  for  the  more 
recent  offence,  also  recemmended  a  reduc- 


tion of  th^  fishery  fines  to  lOs.  in  each 
case,  and  this  recommendation,  as  I  have 
pointed  out,  wag  agted  upon  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant. 

THE  CASE  OP  H.  J.  MACFARLANE. 

Mr.  W.  KENNY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  would  state  under  what 
circumstances  and  on  what  ground  Mr. 
H.  J,  MacFarl^ue  was,  in  1886,  dis- 
missed from  the  position  of  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  Inspector;  if  the  only 
foundation  for  a  charge  against  him  was 
withdrawn  ;  and  if  there  was  any  reason 
why  he  should  not  have  been  entitled 
to  a  pension  on  withdrawal  from  his 
office? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  Mr.  MacFarlane 
was  removed  from  the  position  of  In- 
spector under  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  1886  for  grave  inegularities  on 
his  part  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
and  the  persistent  manner  in  which  he 
disregarded  his  instructions.  He  was 
treated  with  the  utmost  consideration 
while  he  was  an  Inspector,  and  it  was 
not  until  his  irregular  and  unsatisfactory 
conduct  reached  such  a  point  that  bis 
retention  in  office  could  not  beany  longer 
tolerated  without  great  detriment  to  the 
Public  Service  that  his  dismissal  became 
necessary.  The  charges  against  him 
were  never  withdrawn.  Mr.  MacFarlane 
had  not  served  the  minimum  period 
which  would  have  entitled  him  to  a 
pension  even  if  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  his  removal  had  been  such  as 
to  justify  the  Department  in  recommend- 
ing him  for  one. 

THE  SOCIAL  DEMOCRATS  AND  THE 
POLICE. 

Mr.  KEIR-HARDIE  (West  Ham, 
S.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  he  is 
aware  that  on  Sunday  evening  last, 
whilst  a  small  and  orderly  meeting,  for 
which  leave  had  been  obtained,  was 
being  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Kentish  Town  branch  of  the  Social 
Democratic  Federation,  the  speaker,  Mr. 
John  Yallop,  was  arrested  by  the  police, 
and  conveyed  to  the  district  police 
station  ;  whether  the  place  is  a  recognised 
meeting  place  for  religious  and  other 
bodies  ;  and  whether  he  will  instruct  the 
police  to  give  the  Social  Democrats  the 
same  freedom  in  respect  to  meetings  on 
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this     place    iis    is    ^iren    to    religious 
bodies  ? 

Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras, 
£.)  :  This  question  affects  my  coustitn- 
eucj,  but  I  confess  I  do  not  understand  it. 
I  want  to  ask  the  Hpme  Secretary  whe- 
ther this  is  a  recognised  meeting  place 
for  religious  and  other  bodies  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  do  not,  I  confess, 
exactly  understand  the  hon.  Member's 
question.  With  regard  to  the  question 
on  the  Paper,  I  am  informed  that  the 
Police  Reports  show  that  on  Sunday  even- 
ing, the  8th  instant,  a  meeting  was  held 
at  Heath  Street,  Hampstead,  and  was 
addressed  by  Mr.  Yallop.  Complaint 
was  made  to  a  police-constable  of  annoy- 
ance caused,  and  there  was  actual  ob- 
struction to  foot  passengers.  This  was 
pointed  out  by  the  police-constable  to 
Mr.  Yallop,  who,  however,  persisted  in 
speaking,  and  ultimately  the  police-con- 
stable asked  Mr.  Yallop  to  accompany 
him  to  the  police-station  to  see  the 
Inspector.  While  on  the  way  to  the 
station  the  police-constable  distinctly 
told  Mr.  Yallop  that  he  was  not  in 
custody.  Small  meetings  whicli  do  not 
cause  actual  obstruction  are,  I  am  in- 
formed, occasionally  held  at  this  particular 
place.  It  is  a  well -understood  rule,  and 
one  to  which  the  police  are  instructed  to 
conform,  that  strict  impartiality  is  to  be 
shown  in  dealing  with  meetings,  religious 
or  otherwise. 

THE  ROTAL  ARSENAL,  WOOLWICH. 

Mr.  KEIR-HARDIE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  is  aware  that  84  of  the  85  men  em- 
ployed in  the  fuze  department  of  the 
Laboratory  of  the  Royal  Arsenal, 
Woolwich,  refused  to  take  out  their  pay 
lines  last  week  on  the  score  that  the  rates 
were  unsatisfactory  ;  whether  the  men 
have  frequently  complained  to  the  fore- 
man about  their  pay  without  obtaining 
redress  ;  and  whether  he  will  cause  in- 
quiry to  be  made  into  the  circumstances 
with  a  view  to  removing  any  grounds 
for  dissatisfaction  with  the  rates  of  pay 
which  may  exist  ? 

The  financial  SECRETARY 
TO  THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr. 
WoODALL,  Hanley)  (who  replied)  said  : 
Seventy-six  men  out  of  150  employed 
on  fuze  work  refused  their  pay  tickets 
last  week,  but  made  no  complaints 
as  to  their  rates  of  pay  or  gave  any  ex- 

Mr.  Keir^Hardie 


planation  of  their  action  either  to  their 
foreman  or  other  authorities.  The 
average  rate  of  pay  of  these  labourers 
since  the  introduction  of  the  48  hour 
system  has  been  STs.  8d.  per  week.  On 
this  occasion,  owing  to  slackness  of  work, 
the  pay  fell  to  2os.  8d.  It  will  this 
week  again  rise  to  or  above  the  average. 
Slackness  of  work  must  either  be  met  by 
suspension  of  men  or  by  their  earning 
less  wages. 

Mr.  KEIR-HARDIE  :  I  would  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  if  it  is  not  the  fact 
that  these  men  went  over  a  month  ago 
to  the  foreman  to  complain  of  the  rate  of 
wages,  and  got  no  satisfactory  reply,  in 
consequence  of  which  they  determined  to 
have  attention  called  to  the  matter  ? 

Mil.  WOODALL  :  I  am  not  aware 
whether  that  is  the  fact.  I  am  inquiring 
into  the  whole  matter,  and,  of  course,  if 
there  is  any  reasonable  ground  to  lead  to 
the  belief  that  there  is  a  grievance,  it  will 
receive  attention.  The  figures  I  have 
quoted  show,  at  any  rate,  that  the  men 
in  the  department  in  question  have  no 
substantial  ground  of  complaint. 

TENDERS  FOR  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  C.  SHAW  (Stafford)  :  1  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  recently,  and  for 
the  first  time,  the  usual  forms  of  tender 
for  certain  hardware  stores  for  the  use  of 
the  Navy  have  been  accompanied  by  an 
official  Circular  to  the  effect  that  all 
goods  tendered  for  must  be  wholly  pro- 
duced on  the  premises  of  the  contractor, 
and  that  the  wages  paid  to  the  workmen 
must  be  at  the  usual  average  rate  paid  in 
the  district  for  adult  labour  in  that  class 
of  work  ;  and  whether  he  will  under- 
take that  similar  notices  shall  accompany 
all  tender  forms  in  the  future  in  respect 
to  Navy  boots  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttle- 
WOKTH,  Lancashire,  Clitheroe)  :  In  the 
case  of  contracts  for  locks,  the  Admi- 
ralty have  found  it  necessary  to  guard 
against  evils  disclosed  by  inquiries  which 
they  made  last  year  by  requiring  all  the 
locks  to  be  wholly  manufactured  upon 
the  premises  of  the  firm  tendering.  It 
does  not  follow  that  a  similar  stipulation 
is  necessary  in  other  cases — ^for  example, 
the  case  of  boots.  The  greater  part  of 
the  work  on  Navy  boots  is  done  in  fac- 
tories.     But   in   Northamptonshire  and 
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other  districts  it  htta  loAg  been  the 
custom  to  employ  outworkers  to  do  » 
certain  portion  of  the  work.  Such  in- 
formation as  we  possess  points  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  is  done  are  not  unsatisfactory, 
and  are  totally  different  from  those  which 
proved  objectionable  in  the  lock  trade. 
XV^A^^iii^ftl^y  ^P  i^ot,  therefore,  propose 
to' issue  any  notice. 

THE  CONTRACT  FOR  METROPOLITAN 
POLICE  BOOTS. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington, 
West)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  Whether 
there  is  any  clause  in  the  present  con- 
tract for  Metropolitan  Police  boots  which 
"would  prevent  the  boots  from  being 
passed  in  the  same  way,  and  by  the  same 
Board,  or  a  Board  similar  to  that  which 
pasJ^es  the  Army  boots,  instead  of  by  one 
examiner  at  a  salary  of  about  £150 
a  year  ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  take 
steps  to  have  this  done  until  the  contract 
in  question  expires  ;  and  whether,  as  the 
conditions  of  the  contract  in  question  is  a 
public  document,  he  will  lay  it  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  No  complaints  have 
been  received  as  regards  the  inefficiency 
of  the  present  system  of  examination.  It 
was  adopted  after  very  careful  considerar 
tion,  and  there  are  no  sufficient  reasons 
for  making  any  change.  With  regard  to 
the  second  paragraph,  I  must  defer  the 
final  answer,  as  I  am  in  consultation 
with  other  Government  Departments  on 
the  subject. 

THE    L&NACT    COMMISSIONERS* 
REPORT. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  (for  Dr. 
Kenny)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  with 
reference  to  the  directions  he  gave  to  the 
Lunacy  Commissioners  in  1885  to  issue 
their  annual  Report  earlier  in  the  year, 
when  the  Report  for  1893  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  ? 

Mb.  ASQUITH:  The  Report  was 
sent  to  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  18th 
June  and  presented  to  Parliament  on  the 
19th  June.  I  am  informed  th^t  it  will  be 
circulated  on  Saturday. 

THE  SCOTCH  LUNACY  BOARD. 
Mb.    HARRINGTON     (for     Dr. 
Kenny)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for 


Scotland  when  the  annual  Report  of  the 
Scotch  Lunacy  Board  will  be  presented 
to  Parliament  ? 

Sib  G.  TREVELYAN  :  I  am  in- 
formed  by  the  General  Board  of  Lunacy 
for  Scotland  that  their  Report  will  be 
ready  for  presentation  to  Parliament  by 
the  end  of  this  month. 

THE  REPOHT  ON  IRISH  LUNATICS. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  (for  Dr. 
Kenny)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secrer 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
when  the  annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors 
of  Lunatics  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table? 

Mb.  J.  MOBLEY  :  I  am  informed 
that  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums 
are  using  every  effort  to  complete!  their 
annnal  Report  for  the  year  1898 — the 
greater  part  of  which  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  printers — and  that  they  expect  it  will 
be  ready  for  presentation  befoi^e  the  end 
of  the  present  month. 

THE  CONGO  STATE. 

Sir  C.  W.  DILKE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  be«n  kept  informed  by  the 
Government  of  the  Congo  State  with 
regard  to  the  nature  of  the  correspon- 
dence between  the  latter  Government  and 
that  of  the  French  Republic  as  to  the 
recent  Convention  between  Her  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  Sovereign  of  the 
Congo  State  ? 

SiB  E.  GREY :  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Baronet  to  apply  to  this  question  the 
answer  which  I  gave  to  another  question 
on  Monday — namely,  that  I  am  not  at 
present  in  a  position  to  make  any  state- 
ment with  reference  to  communications 
with  the  French  Government  respecting 
the  Convention. 

A  JOURNAL  FOR  AGRICULTURE. 

Mb.  COBB  (Warwick,  S.E.,  Rugby)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  whether  he  has  yet  com- 
pleted the  arrangements  for  the  issue  by 
his  department  of  a  periodical  journal 
for  agriculture  on  the  same  lines  as  the 
Board  of  Trade  Journal  f 

M  fi.  H.GARDNER :  As  my  hon.  Friend 
is  aware,  it  has  for  some  time  past  been 
my  desire  to  make  some  movement  in 
the  direction  indicated  in  his  question, 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  Treasury 
have  now  placed  at  my  disposal  funds 
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for  the  purpose.  We  propod^  .to  make 
the  journal  a  medium  for  conveying  in- 
formation as^t^  matterB  of  interest  in 
connection  with  agriculture  at  home  and 
abroad,  the  crop  pro8pect<s  in  fpreign 
countries,  and  other  particulars  obtained 
from  sources  of  intelligence  to  which  we 
have  access.  We  shall  also  include  notes 
on  dairying,  fruit  farming,  poultry  rear- 
iifg,  and  the  smaller  rural  industries,  to- 
gether with  short  accounts  of  noxious 
iosects  and  fungi.  Certain  statistics  as 
to  agricultural  production,  imports  and 
exports,  and  prices  will  also  be  given. 
The  first  part  will  be  Issued  ear^  in 
September  at  the  price  of  6d. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER  (Kent,  Thauet)  : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state  what 
is  the  amount  of  the  funds  for  this  pro- 
posal ? 

Mr.  H.  GARDNER :  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  state. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis)  :  Who  will  be  the  registered  pro- 
prietor of  this  journal  in  case  it  should 
be  necessary  to  bring  against  it  actions 
for  libel  ? 

Mr.  H.  GARDNER  :  I  suppose  it  will 
be  registered  in  the  same  way  as  the 
Board  of  Trade  Journal, 

Mr.  DODD  (Essex,  Maldon)  :  How 
is  it  proposed  tq  circulate  this  journal  ? 
Is  it  to  be  circulated  among  the  farmers 
or  the  Members  of  this  House  ? 

Mr.  H.  GARDNER  :  Exactly  In  the 
same  way  as  the  Board  of  Trade 
JoumaL. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston):  I 
should  like  to  ask  whether  the  journal 
will  give  information  as  to  the  cost  of 
sending  agricultural  produce  to  the 
market  ? 

Mr.  H.  GARDNER  :  I  cannot  give 
any  information  upon  that  point.  If  the 
hon.  Member  will  buy  the  first  number  he 
will  see  for  himself. 

ALLEGED  MISCONDUCT  OF  OFFICERS 
Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  conduct  of 
certain  officers  in  Birr  Barracks  upon  a 
recent  occasion,  and  the  reported  attack 
made  by  them  upon  the  female  servants 
of  another  officer  ;  and  what  fi(teps  have 
been  taken  to  investigate  the\  charges 
made  ? 

Mr.  H.  Gardner 
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Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  have  received  a 
Report  of  the  alleged  occurrences  referred 
to.  Seven  summonses  nave  been  issued  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  and  the  case 
will  be  investigated  by  the  Magistrates  at 
Petty  Sessions  to-morrow. 

THE  TRANSVAAL  VOLKSRAAP. 
Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield,  Ecclesall)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
Transvaal  Volksraad  have  passed  a  Bill 
gravely  restricting  the  right  of  public 
meeting,  forbidding  ail  outdoor  meetings, 
and  giving  the  police  power  to  attend 
and  disperse  by  force  of  arms,  on  their 
own  responsibility,  out-of-door  meetings, 
and  any  other  meeting  of  more  than  five 
persons  ;  whether  the  severe  penalty  of 
two  years^  imprisonment  and  £500  fine  is 
fixed  for  a  breach  of  this  oppressive  law  ; 
and,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
propose  to  protest  against  this  grave  in- 
fringement of  the  liberties  of  British 
subjects  resident  in  the  Transvaal  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  :  We  have  not  yet 
received  any  official  information  on  the 
subject. 

THE  RE-ADDRESRING   OF  POST  CARDS. 

Mr.  W.  WHITELAW  (Perth)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General^ 
whether  post  cards  and  halfpenny 
letters  are  liable  to  a  second  charge 
in  cases  in  which  the  persons  to  whom 
they  are  addressed  have  permanently 
changed  their  address  and  have  given 
notice  of  the  change  to  the  local  post 
office  with  the  request  that  all  letters 
should  be  delivered  at  their  new  address  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY:  By  halfpenny 
letters  I  understand  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  mean  not  letters  proper,  but 
circulars  and  other  documents  trans- 
missible at  the  halfpenny  rate.  On  all 
such  postal  packets,  as  well  as  post-cards, 
a  second  charge  is  levied  in  every  case  of 
re-direction. 

A  TRADE  DISPUTE  IK  SOUTH 
WALES. 
Mr.  R  a  N  D  E  L  L  (Glamorgan, 
Gower)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  is  aware  that,  arising  out  of  a  tinplate 
trade  dispute,  the  workpeople  interested 
held  a  demonstration  at  Gorseinon,  near 
Swansea,   on   the  26th   June  last,  and. 
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thougb  orderly,  were  charged  ftAd  batcytieii 
by  a  small  body  of  police ;  that  many 
persons  who  took  no  part  in  the*  pro- 
ceedings were  eha^ed  kcrods  thef  common 
and  severely  wounded  by  the  police; 
that  in  the  early  morning  of  the  follow- 
ing day  som^  18'  or  20  Cmplate  workers 
were  resting  in  a  timb^i*^ard  by  permis- 
sion of  the  proprietor,  and  whilst' man^ 
of  them  were  asleep,  were  attacked  and 
bludgeoned  over  and  through  a  barb^ 
wire  fencing  which  encloses  the  premises, 
and  seriously  injured  by  the  police ; 
can  he  state  at  whose  instance,  and  by 
what  authority,  this  attack  was  made  ; 
and  whether  a  full  inquiry,  at  which  the 
injured  persons  may  be  represented  and 
heard,  will  be  made  into  the  conduct  of 
the  police  on  the  occasions  referred  to  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  have  received 
a  report  from  the  Chief  Constable  of 
Glamorganshire,  which  traverses  most 
of  the  statements  in  the  question.  I  am 
asking  for  further  information . 

COKCILTATION    BILLS. 

Sir  a.  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
strong  representations  made  in  favour  of 
•the  Second  Reading  and  reference  to  a 
Grand  Committee  of  the  Conciliation 
Bills  of  the  Government  and  of  the  Lon- 
don Conciliation  Board,  it  is  intended  to 
press  them  forward,  and,  if  absolutely 
necessary,  to  give  some  time  for  a  Second 
Reading  discussion  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  My  hon.  Friend  is  well 
aware  that  the  Government  are  anxious 
that  these  two  Bills  should  be  referred  to 
a  Grand  Committee ;  and  I  can  assure 
him  that  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  strong 
wish  that  exists  outside  this  House  that 
the  subject  should  be  dealt  with  in  the 
present  Session — ^as  1  understand  that 
there  is  no  serious  opposition  to  either 
Bill  in  any  part  of  this  House.  I  cannot 
but  hope  that  the  Second  Reading  of 
both  may  be  forthwith  taken  by  consent, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  no  objec- 
tion is  raised  to  the  principles  of  the 
Bilh,  and  that  the  discussion  of  their  de- 
tails is  a  matter  eminently  fit  for  a  Grand 
Committee. 

THE  UNIFICATION  OF  LONDON. 
Sir  a.  ROLLIT :    I  beg  to  ask  the 
President    of     the    Local     Government 
Board  whether  the  Report  of  the  Unifi- 


ci^tron  6f  Loudon  'd^dyern^4ut  Commis- 
sion is  h'kely  to  b^  laid  npoti  the  TaWle 
before  the  end  of  the  Session  ? 

Mr.  SH AW-LEFEVRE  :  The  answer 
is  "Yes." 

Sm  A.  ROLLIT  :  I  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  is  the 
fact  that  the  Report  is  in  print,  and  only 
awaits  signature  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE:  That  I  do 
not  know. 

THE  OTTAWA  INTBB-COLONIAL 
CONGRESS.     . 

Sir  a.  ROLLIT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  any  authorised  Report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Ottawa  Inter-Colonial 
Congress  will  be  furnished  to  the  Go- 
vernment and  to  Members  of  this  House, 
and  will  the  Earl  of  Jersey's  Report  to 
the  Government  also  be  printed  and 
circulated  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  :  Lord  Jersey  will  in 
due  course  make  a  Report  on  the  subject 
of  his  Mission,  but  until  it  has  been 
received  and  considered  it  is  impossible 
to  make  any  statement  in  regard  to  it. 
It  is  understood  that  a  shorthand  report 
was  taken  of  the  proceedings  of  the  con- 
ference, but  there  has  not  yet  been  time 
for  any  Papers  on  the  subject  to  reach 
England. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  :  Will  that  Re- 
port  be  circulated  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON :  Until  we  get  Lord 
Jersey's  Report  we  cannot  say. 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.)  : 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  the  Report 
of  the  Colonial  Conference  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  Members  of  this  House  ? 

Mr. S.BUXTON :  When  we  know  the 
nature  of  that  conference,  and  how  far  it 
may  have  been  confidential,  I  shall  be  in 
a  better  position  to  answer  that  question. 

THE  SALARIES  OF  THE  SCOTTISH 
LAW  OFFICERS. 
Mr.  graham  MURRAY  (Bute- 
shire)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether,  now  that  he  has 
finished  consideration  of  the  terms  of 
remuneration  of  the  English  Law  Officers, 
he  is  in  a  position  without  delay  to 
redeem  the  pledge  given  by  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  on  8 1st  May  last  on  behalf 
of  the  Government  to  proceed  to  the 
readjustment  of  the  present  inadequate 
salaries  of  the  Scottish  Law  Officers  ? 
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Thb  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  W.  Harcoubt,  Derby): 
I  have  been  much  occupied  lately,  but  I 
will  DOW  cousider  the  question  of  the 
salaries  of  the  Scottish  Law  Officers, 
with  a  view  to  placing  them  on  a  more 
adequate  footing. 

COMPOUNDING  FOR  STAMP  DUTY. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  the  Inland  Revenue 
liave,  without  asaiguing  anv  reason, 
declared  that  thej  will  not  exercise  the 
discretion  vested  in  them  by  a  reoeut.  Act 
to  allow  Limited  Liability  Companies  to 
compound  for  Stamp  Duty  on  transfers 
by  an  annual  payment,  and  therefore 
have  refused  in  every  case  recently  to 
allow  a  composition  ;  and  has  this  action 
been  taken  on  instructions  from  the 
Treasury  ;  and,  if  so,  by  what  authority 
do  the  Treasury  claim  the  power  to  direct 
a  Department  not  to  act  on  a  Statute  ? 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT  :  The  facts  are 
as  stated  in  the  iirst  part  of  the  question. 
The  Board  in  this  matter  have  exercised 
the  discretion  vested  absolutely  in  them 
by  Section  115  of  the  Stamp  Act,  1891. 
The  fact  is  that  experience  has  shown 
the  Board  that  it  is  not  expedient  that 
the  composition  for  Stamp  Duty  autho- 
rised by  the  section  referred  to  should  be 
made  with  regard  to  Limited  Liability 
Companies.  The  Treasury  would,  if 
time  had  permitted,  have  introduced  a 
clause  ill  an  Omnibus  Bill  to  repeal  the 
section  authorising  agreements  for  com- 
position in  the  case  of  such  companies. 
Fending  this,  the  Board,  by  virtue,  as  I 
have  said,  of  their  discretionary  power, 
do  practically  refuse  to  allow  companies 
to  compound. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  right  hou. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  question.  What  busi- 
ness have  the  Treasury  to  meddle  in  a 
mutter  of  this  kind  with  another  Depart- 
ment which  is  held  by  Statute  to  be  in 
their  discretion  ? 

•Sir  \V.  HARCOURT:  The 
De|>artment  naturally  consults  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject.  The  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  does  now  exercise 
this  discretion  with  regard  to  allowing 
composition  ;  but  it  has  been  decided  to 
propose,  when  an  opportunity  occurs, 
to  repeal  the  section  of  the  Act  fiutho- 
rising  this  discretion  in  the  case  of  these 


Limited  Liability  Companies.  I  had 
intended  to  introduce  a  clause  into  the 
Bill  1  have  referred  to  to  that  effect. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Is  it  the 
Treasury  which  repeals  Acta  of  Parlia- 
ment or  Parliament  itself  ? 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT  :  The  Treasury 
does  not  repeal  Acts  of  Parliament  at  all. 
The  Act  of  Parliament  gives  discretlou 
to  the  Inland  Revenue  to  grant  or  refuse 
compensation,  and  the  Inland  Revenue 
have  exercised  that  discretion  by  re- 
fusing, as  they  have  statutory  power 
to  do, 

THK  BELFAST  TELEGRAPH  OFFICE. 

Mb.  young  (Cavan,  E.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster  General  if  he  is  aware 
that  at  Belfast  lails  under  18  years  of 
age  are  employed  as  telegraphists  in  the 
Telegraph  Department  at  12s.  a  week  on 
duties  extending  to  1.30  a.m.,  contrary  to 
regulations  ;  and  will  steps  be  taken  to 
remedy  this  state  of  things  ? 

Mb*   a.  MORLEY  :    It  is   the  cssa 
that  Ave  or  six  of  the  junior  temporary^ 
telegraphists  now  employed  in  the  Belfast; 
Office  are  engaged  on  duties  which  extend 
to   1.30  a.m.      This   is  not  contrary  to 
regulations,  but   the    Postmaster  is  en.- 
deavouriiigso  to  re-adjust  the  duties  as  to 
exempt  all  youths  under  18  years  of  age 
from  attendance  after  midnight,  and  it  is 
hoped    that   this   arrangement    may    l>« 
found  practicable  for  the  future. 

THE  BELFAST  SCHOOL  OF  TKLKGRAPH  V. 

Mr.    YOUNG:    I    beg   to   ask  tli« 
Postmaster  General  if  he  is  aware  th»* 
16    learners    attending   the    School   o^ 
Telegraphy  at  Belfast  were  recently  aA^ 
vised  to  seek  employment  elsewhere,  afc-^ 
there    was    little   or   no   hope   of  thei^ 
obtaining  employment  in  the  Telegraph* 
Service ;  and  whether  these  youths  wer^ 
admitted   to   the   school   on    the  under"' 
standing  that  if  they  passed  their  exami-'^ 
nations  successfully  they  would  receiv^^ 
appointments  ? 

Mu.  A.  MORLEY:  It  appears  o^^ 
inquiry  that  employment  for  four  hours  ^^ 
day  (the  other  tour  hours  to  be  spent  i^^ 
learning  telegraphy)  was  offered  to  seve"^^ 
out  of  16  learners  at  Belfast,  but  wa»^ 
only  accepted  by  two.  It  has  not  bee^^ 
practicable  to  find  employment  for  th.^ 
other  nine,  and  some  of  them  were  a^^ 
vised  to  seek  employment  elsewhere,  bi^  * 
they  wore  informed  that  they  would  If^ 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  IC 


-385 


Adjmtmment. 


{19  JuLv  1894} 


^(fjuurumerU, 


sent  for  in  turn  as  racancies  oocarred. 
It  is  not  the  ease  that  these  jomths  were 
permttted  to  learn  telegraf^j  on  the 
nnderstanding  that  if  ther  passed  their 
examinations  ■aooesilollj  tbej  would  re- 
ceive appointments. 

AJiLSaSD  SUPPRESSION  OF  AK. IRISH 
MKSTING. 

Mr.  p.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  a  question 
of  which  I  iiave  given  him  private -notioe 
— ^namely,  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  paragraph  in  the  Dul^lin 
Daily  Independent  of  Monday  last  from 
a  Nenagh  correspondent,  stating  that  a 
public  meeting  which  was  to  have  been 
held  ou  the  previous  Sunday  at  a  plaee 
six  miles  from  Nenagh  for  the  purpose  of 
denouncing  a  glaring  caee  of  land-grab* 
blng  had  been  suppressed  by  aa  order 
issued  the  night  previous,  and  that  a 
large  body  of  police  prevented  the  meet- 
ing being  held  ;  and  whethw  there  is  any 
foundation  for  the  report  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  have  not  re- 
ceived my  bon.  Friend's  private  com- 
munication, but  to  the  best  of  my  belief 
there  is  no*  foundation  for  the' report.  I 
am  not  quite  sure,  but  I  think  not. 

THB   LOCAL  VETO  BILL. 

Mb.  BROMLEY  -  DAVENPORT 
(Cheshire,  Macclesfield)  :  I  desire  to  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  when 
he  intends  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  establish  local  control  over  the 
liquor  traiHe  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  Sir,  I  made 
a  statement  on  the  subject  yesterday. 

,  ^  ADJOURNMENT. 

{a^J^cblic  Business  (Ministerial 

Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  Member  for 
West  Bristol,  rose  in  his  place,  and  asked 
leave  to  move  the  Adjournment  of  the 
House  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  a 
definite  matter  of  nrgent  public  import- 
ance— namely,  *^  the^  statement  raiade 
yesterday  5y  the  Cliancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer as  to  Public  Business  during  the 
remainder  of  the  Session ;  ^'  but  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  not  having  been 
signified,  Mr.  Speaker  called  on  those 
Members  who  supported  the  Motion  to 
rise  in  their  places,  and  not  less  than  40 
Members  having  accordingly  risen  : — 


•Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH  said :  Sir, 
;  I  certainly  do  not  intend  i&  any  way  to 
apologise  for  occupying  for  a  short  time 
the  attention  of  the  House  on  this  matter 
in  the  only  way  it  is  possible  to  ciUl 
attention  to  it,  because  I  think  there 
never  was  an  eccaaion  when  a  sub- 
ject more  urgently  demanded  discussion 
than  the  statement'  made  by  the  Cban- 
oellor  of  the^  Exchequer  yesterday. 
What  was  that  statement  ?  1  think  it 
was  reoeived  by  the  great  majority  of 
this  House  with  a  feeling  of  disappoint- 
ment and  surprise,  a  feeling  by  no  means 
oonfined.  to  Members  of  the  ordinary 
Opposition.  I  do  not  mean  that 
many,  if  any,  Members  were  disap- 
pointed by  the  list  of  measures  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  it  was  the 
intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  withdraw,  and  which  have  now  dis- 
appeared frohi  the  Order  Book.  I  cannot 
suppose  that  i^e  least  experienced  Mem- 
ber of  this  House  cannot  have  realised, 
many  weeks  before  t^is  time,  that  these 
measures  were  nothing  more  than 
promises  never  expected  to  be  fulfilled. 
Her  Majesty's  Gtivernment,  in  the  most 
solemn  way  known  to  Parliament,  in- 
serted in  the  gracious  speech  from  the 
Throne,  a  notice  of  their  intention  to  ask 
Ptoliament  to  reform  completely  our 
system  of  Parliamentary  registration, 
to  adopt  their  favourite  nostrum 
of  (me  man  one  Vote,  to  dis- 
establish and  disendow  the  Churches  in 
Scotland  and  Wales,  to  give  to  the  people 
direct  control  over  the  liquor  traffic — well- 
known  items  from  the  celebrated  New- 
castle Programme — babbles  blown  to 
delude  votes  for  other  objects^  which 
have  now  burst  and  disappeared  into 
space.  Sir,  I  do  not  know  whether  any 
hon.  Member  of  this  House  regrets  the 
disappearance  of  these  measures,  or  is 
disappointed  by  their  fate.  For  myself, 
at  any  rate,  I  pretend  to  no  such  feeling. 
They  never  ought  to  have  been  proposed 
or  suggested  by  a  responsible  Govern- 
ment, and  I  am  glad  that  they  have  dis- 
appeared. The  disappointment  to  which 
I  allude  is  of  a  very  different  kind.  May 
i,  in  a  couple  of  sentences,  remind  the 
House  of  the  parliamentary  history,  so 
far  as  it  afi^ects  the  House  of  Commons, 
of  the  last  two  years  ?  This  Parliament 
was  called  together  in  the  summer  of 
1892.  Her  Majesty's  Government  were 
not  in  a  hurry — were  wisely  and  properly 
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not  iu  a  htrtry^— ttt  «ttbimt  t^  Parlia- 
ment any  list  ai  the  measures  which  they 
intended  to  propose^  They  delayed  to 
call  Parliament  together  for  the  work  of 
legislation  until*  the  31st  of  Janoarj, 
1893,  and  since  that  3  let  of  January, 
with  the  exception,  I  think,  of  five 
wedcs  last  autumn,  and  a  month 
last  winter,  this  House  has  been  in 
practically  permanent  Session  without 
tbo6e  ordinary  reliefs  from  om- 
labours  which  have  been  known  in 
tlie  history  of  all  preyions  Parliaments. 
Sir,  I  believe  we  are  all  tired  to  death  of 
this.  I  believe  that  is  a  feeling  which 
is  shared  by  all  of  us,  from  the 'Leader  of 
the  House  to  the  youngest  Member 
among  us,  and  I  think  I  might  even 
appeal  to  hon.  Members  who  are  spe* 
cially  anxious  for  shortening  the  hours  of 
labour  of  the  working  classes  throughout 
the  country  whether  among  them  there 
might  not  be  found  some  who  would 
most  readily  admit  that  the  far  more 
arduous  and  more  difficult  task  of 
administering  and  legislating  for  this 
great  country  ought  not  to  be  at- 
tempted by  jaded  and  wearied  men 
and  cannot  be  successfully  conducted 
except  by  Ministers  and  Members  of 
Parliament  who,  at  any  rate,  for  a  con- 
siderable time  during  the  course  of  every 
year,  are  free  from  the  harassing  and 
engrossing  work  of  this  House.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has,  I  think,  him- 
self readily  admitted  the  argument  which 
I  venture  to  put  before  the  House.  He 
has  said,  if  I  remember  aright,  that  con- 
tinuous and  continued  work  is  neither 
good  for  the  House  of  Commons  or  for 
the  country.  In  the  whole  course  of  the 
present  year  the  policy  of  bringing  the 
Session  to  a  conclusion  in  a  reasonable 
time  has  been  avowed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  When  on  April  the  9th, 
many  weeks  earlier  than  I  think  ever  fell 
to  the  lot  of  any  former  Leader  of  (his 
Heuse— he  invited  the  House,  and 
successfully  invited  the  House,  to  give 
up  for  Government  business  Tuesdays 
and  Morning  Sittings  on  Fridays,  he 
then,  I  am  sure,  accepted  that  principle. 
When,  again,  on  the  31st  May  he  went 
further  and  took  up  the  whole  time  of 
the  House,  he  again,  I  think,  urged  that 
the  concession  should  be  made  to  him 
mainly  on  the  ground  of  his  desire  that 
the  Session  should  be  brought  to  a  oon- 
clasion  in  a  reasonable  time.     On  neither 
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ocoaftion  did  the>  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ask  for  these  exceptional  facilities,  to  be 
aifibrded  him  ^because  of  aay  unreasonable 
delay  in  the  progress  of  business  which 
the  Go^wmment  had  brought  before  the 
House.  On  the  contrary,  he  cordially 
recognised  the  assistance  which  he  had 
received  from  us  in  carrying  through 
the  financial  business  which  had 
to  be  coibplbtdd  for  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year.  He  expressly 
stated  at  the  end  of  May  that  he  made 
no  comphiint  against  any  sectioa  of  the 
House,  and  said  that  he  did  not  base  his 
request  for  the  whole  tipie  of  the  House 
on  any  anticipations  of  unfair  dealing 
with  public  business  in  the  future.  He 
admitted  that  the  financial  proposals  of 
the  Government  must  take  a  considerable 
time,  and  that  they  contained  large  and 
novel  principles  which  justified  and 
demanded  proper  examination  by  the 
House  of  Commons.  That  proper  ex- 
amiaation  they  have  received.  Some 
hon.  Members  opposite  may  consider 
they  have  received  it  at  too  great  a 
length.  If  that  is  their  opinion,  I  would 
appeal  from  them  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  himself,  who  never, 
throughout  the  Budget  Bill,  for  a  moment 
suggested  that  he  could  ask  the  House 
to  give  him  any  greater  powers  to  facili- 
tate its  progress  than  the  Government 
possessed,  and  on  only  one  occasion — an 
occasion  which  afterwards  he  practically 
had  to  admit  was  a  mistake — attempted 
to  closure  the  Debate  during  all  the 
discussions  on  that  Bill.  Therefore,  Sir, 
I  do  not  think  it  will  be  denied  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  is  necessary 
that  this  Session  should  be  brought  to  an 
early  termination,  that  he  has  always  held 
out  that  as  his  opinion,  and  that  nothing 
has  occurred  during  the  progress  of  the 
Session  which  in  any  way  justifies  a 
departure  from  that  determination.  I 
think  it  was,  therefore,  with  both  dis- 
appointment and  surprise  that  the  House 
heard  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  yesterday.  What  are  his 
premises  ?  The  Session  is  to  terminate 
by  the  end  of  August.  Very  well. 
What  is  to  be  done  in  the  interval  of 
^VB  and  a-half  weeks  between  now  and 
the  end  of  August  ?  We  are  to  deal 
with  Supply,  the  Evicted  Tenants* 
Bill,  which  has  not  yet  been  read  a 
second  time,  the  Equalisation  of  Rates 
Bill  whieh  is  in  a  similar  petition,  the 
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Reporfeon  the  Seotoh  Looivl  Of^vemment 
Bill,  and  an  indefinite  dideussioil  on  ■  th^ 
Miners*  Eigiit  Hours  BiH,  in  additkm  to 
an  nnoertain  numlier  of  measures  which 
the  right  boo.  Gentleman  was  good 
enough  to  think  were  unopposed,  but 
with  regard  to  some  of  which,  at  e^ny 
rate,  I  think  lie  will  find  hjmself  mis- 
taken. That  is  the  programme.  In  the 
first  place.  Sir,  I  complain  that  that  is 
not  a  redemption  of  the  promise  made  to 
the  House  bj  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
with  regard  to  Supply.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  on  one  occasion,  when  he  ob* 
tained  from  the  House  facilities  for  the 
conduct  of  Government  business,  promised 
us  that  Supplj  should  be  fairly  dealt 
with.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  say  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  up  to  this  time 
has  not  fulfilled  that  promise.  But 
what  is  his  present  intention  ?  Why, 
he  has  borrowed  it  from  hon.  Gentlemen 
from  Irdand  below  the  Gangway  who,  in 
the  terms  of  a  Motion  which  curiously 
enough  appears  ou  the  Paper  to*day  in 
the  name  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  Kerry,  desire  to  ask  the  House 
to  resolve  that  further  proceedings  in 
Committee  of  Supply,  except  in  case  of 
urgent  need  of  a  further  Vote  on  Account, 
shall  be  postponed  until  four  Bills  have 
been  disposed  of  by  the  House.  Now, 
what  is  the  condition  of  Supply  ?  Fifty- 
six  Votes  have  been  passed;  114  still 
remain  to  be  discussed.  I  do  not  wish 
to  attach  undue  importance  to  the  num- 
ber ;  but  the  Votes  not  yet  disposed  of 
include  the  whole  of  Class  II.  of  the 
Civil  Service  Estimates,  which  hon. 
Members  from  Ireland  were  exceedingly 
anxious  to  discuss  when  we  were  in 
Office.  They  include  also  the  Education 
Votes  and  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  Votes  for  the  Navy.  Let  the 
House  consider  what  is  the  nature  of 
discussion  on  Supply  in  our  present 
system.  It  is  not  merely  a  criticism 
of  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment ;  it  has  got  far  beyond  that. 
The  effect  of  the  action  of  one  Govern- 
ment after  another  in  making  more  and 
more  claims  upon  the  time  of  the  House 
has  been  to  deprive  Members  of  the 
House  of  opportunities  which  the  ordi- 
nary rules  provided  for  calling  attention 
to  various  matters  and  for  criticising  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  affairs  of  the  country. 
The  result  has  been,  that  on  every  Vote 


which  relates  to  the  Department  of  9i  ire- 
sponsible  Momber  of  th6  Government  we 
must  necessarily  and  properly  have  (not 
merely  fiaauoial  oriticism,  but  criticism 
of  most  of  the  administrative  action  of 
the  Government.  This  is  a  privilege  to 
which  the  House  is  entitled,  which  it  is 
right  to  exercise,  and  which  it  is*  bound 
to  exercise ;  and  any  action  ou  the  part 
ef  the  Government  whioh  deprives  us  of 
the  full  extent  of  that  privilege  is  action 
against  the  true  interests  of  the  country. 
Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  Hear,  bear. 
•Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH  :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  cheers  that  sentiment ; 
but  what  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
do  ?  He  postpones  until  the  four  Bills 
have  passed  through  this  House  any 
opportunity  of  carrying  his  owi^ principles 
into  effect.  What  are  those  Bills  ? 
Take  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill.  What- 
ever  the  merits  of  that  Bill  may  be,  I 
think  it  will  be  universally  admitted  it  is 
a  Bill  on  which  there  is  a  very  wide 
difference  of  opinion  between  the-  two 
great  forces  that  are  always  contending 
in  Ireland  ;  it  is  a  Bill  which,  however 
well  intentioned  on  the  part  of  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  as  far  as  we 
can  judge  from  the  Debate  on  its  intro- 
duction, does  not  absolutely  satisfy  any 
party  among  the  Irish  Representatives. 
It  may  be  none  the  worse  Bill  for  that, 
but  the  inevitable  result  will  be  that 
it  will  require  lengthened  discussion. 
Can  one  who  remembers  our  Debates  on 
Irish  questions  suppose  that  this  Bill  is 
likely  to  be  passed  through  the  Second 
Reading,  the  Committee,  the  Report 
stage,  and  the  Third  Reading  in  three  or 
four  days  of  the  time  of  the  House  ? 
Why,  Sir,  the  idea  is  absurd.  I  now 
come  to  the  Equalisation  of  Rates  Bill. 
It  is  a  Bill  earnestly  desired  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Shoreditch  and  those 
who  follow  his  lead  in  dealing  with  the 
municipal  affairs  of  London.  But  it  is 
also  strongly  opposed  by  some  power- 
ful forces  in  the  Metropolis  ;  and  it  con- 
tains principles  which  may  be  applicable 
to  all  the  rest  of  the  country,  and  will, 
therefore,  demand  very  careful  examina- 
tion on  the  part  of  all  interested  in  such 
matters,  whether  their  interests  are  in 
London  or  in  the  country.  This,  there- 
fore^ is  not  a  Bill  to  be  passed  in  a  couple  of 
days.  With  regard  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernment for  Scotland  Bill,  the  Govern- 
ment wasted  days  and  days  of  the  time 
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of  the  Seraion  io  carryiug  through  that 
wonderful  Scotch  Committee;  So  fur 
as  I  have  (»een,  the  result  has  been  to 
place  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  perpe«> 
tnally  in  hot  water.  He  has  had  to  give  up, 
I  am  told,  a  very  large  portion  of  that 
Bill,  and  it  will  oome  down  to  the  House 
maimed  and  shorn  of  proposals  which  the 
Government  thought  necessary  ;  but  it 
will  also  come  down  iu  the  form  to  which 
it  has  been  reduced  by  a  Committee  the 
majority  of  whom  hold  views  on  public 
affairs  at  variance  with  those  held  by  the 
Opposition  in  this  House,  and  it  will 
therefore  demand,  even  although  it  relates 
to  Scotland  only,  fair  and  reasonaUe  dis- 
cussion on  the  Report  stage,  which,  in- 
deed, we  were  promised  when  the  Com* 
mittee  was  appointed.  I  come  now  to 
the  Miners'  Eight  Hours  Bill.  I  do  not 
think  anyone  knows  what  is  the  position 
of  that  Bill ;  it  is  between  heaven  and 
earth,  if  not  between  heaven  and  a  worse 
place.  I  gather  from  the  Chancellor  oi 
the  Exchequer  that  his  desire  is  to  give 
the  House  in  Committee  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  its  judgment  upon  the  Bill. 
What  that  meant  he  was  asked  by  the 
hon.  Members  for  Ince  and  Durham,  who 
take  opposite  views  on  the  merits  of  the 
Bill,  and  he  gave  them,  I  venture  to  say, 
no  satisfactory  answer  at  all.  If  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
do  no  more  than  give  the  House  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  what  it  has  done  already 
on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  what 
is  the  good  of  wasting  the  time  of  the 
House  in  the  month  of  August,  as  it  has 
been  wasted  in  previous  months  by  De- 
bates on  the  Welsh  Church  Bill  and  the 
Registration  Bill,  which  everybody  knew 
would  never  be  proceeded  with,  on  further 
Debates  on  a  Bill  introduced  by  a  private 
Member?  I  do  not  know  why  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  granting  this 
exceptional  favour  to  the  Miners'  Eight 
Hours  Bill,  for  it  is  not  a  Bill  as  to 
which  they  were  pledged  as  a  Govern- 
ment ;  it  is  no  part  of  the  Newcastle 
Programme  ;  it  has  supporters  and  oppo- 
nents on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and 
among  its  strongest  opponents  are  some 
of  the  best  of  our  labouring  population. 
It  has  not  arrived  at  as  forward  a  stage 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  House  as 
another  Bill,  the  Church  Patronage  Bill, 
to  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
might  much  more  usefully  devote  any 
spare  time.    I  contend  there  is  no  justi* 
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fication  for  their  taking  this  Miners 
Eight  Hours  Bill  out  of  the  ruck  of 
private  Bills  and  asking  the  House 
to  consider  it  in  the  month  of  August, 
with  no  real  intention  of  passing  it.  So 
much  for  the  four  Bills.  I  now  come  to 
Supply.  How  long  does  the  House 
consider  the  discussion  of  the  remaining 
114  Votes  might  be  expected  to  occupy, 
many  of  them  being  important  Voted 
which  the  Government  cannot  deny 
the  House  ought  to  *  have  the 
fullest  opportunity  of  discussing  ?  I 
have  here  a  statement  which  shows  the 
time  that  has  been  taken  up  by  Supply 
during  the  last  seven  years.  I  will  not 
suggest  that  we  are  entitled  to  expect 
that  the  same  amount  of  time  should  be 
devoted  to  Supply  this  year  which  was 
given  to  it,  mainly  through  the  eloquence 
of  the  friends  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, when  we  were  in  Office  iu  1889. 
In  that  year  45  days  wero  occupied  by 
Supply,  and  if  you  deduct  the  18  days 
that  have  been  given  to  it  this  Session, 
thero  is  a  margin  of  27  days  which  at 
this  rate  would  still  be  required  for 
Supply.  I  will  take  the  average  of 
the  last  seven  years,  and  will  include  in 
it  the  year  1892,  in  which  Supply  was 
accelerated  by  the  approach  of  the 
General  Election  and  lasted  20  days  ; 
and  I  find  the  average  for  the  seven  years 
to  be  85  days.  On  that  average  we 
ought  to  give  17  more  days  to  Supply 
this  Session.  If  we  were  to  commence 
on  Monday  next  and  take  all  Parlia- 
mentary time,  Supply  would  take  us  up 
to  the  19th  of  August.  The  suggestion 
is  that  we  should  rise  by  the  end  of 
August ;  and  that  means  that  the  four 
Bills  must  be  passed  in  a  fortnight. 
Why,  Sir,  the  proposition  is  absurd. 
Such  a  suggestion  with  regard  to  the 
oonduot  of  our  business  I  venture  to  say 
was  never  made  by  a  responsible  Minister. 
Coupling  the  date  at  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  suggests  our  labours  are  to 
terminate  with  the  work  he  has  suggested 
to  be  done,  he  cannot  believe  iu  bis  own 
proposal.  I  would  hope  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  take  warning  from 
the  laughter  with  which  his  suggestion 
was  received,  and  which  was  by  no  mentis 
confined  to  the  Opposition  Benches.  I 
hope  the  night's  reflection  has  convinced 
him  that  he  is  attempting  to  put  on  the 
Houe  work  which  cannot  properly  be 
performed    in    the   time    he  desires  to 
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devote  to  it.  I  hope  he  will  realise  that 
in  what  he  is  proposing  to  do  he  is  not 
fulfilling  hts  promise  to  giv6  a  fair 
amount  of  time  tb  Supply.  He  is 
anxious,  no  doubt,  to  save  something 
from  the  wreck  of  promises  in  the  Queen^s 
Speech  ;  but  he  will  defeat  his  own 
object  if  he  attempts,  towards  the  end  of 
July,  to  force  the  House  of  Commons  to 
do  work  which  it  cannot  possibly  perform. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn.'' — 
{Sir  M.  HidU'Beach.) 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT  :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  began  by  speaking  of 
disappointment  and  surprise,  and  then 
proceeded  to  say,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  that  measures  had  been  put  into 
the  Queen's  Speech  which  it  was  found 
at  the  end  of  the  Session  could  not  be 
gone  on  with.  That  is  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise to' the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Sir  M.  hicks- beach  :  I  did  not 
say  that. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  Well,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of  those 
measures,  and  said  they  ought  never  to 
have  been  put  into  the  Queen's  Speech. 
That  is  the  opinion  of  every  Opposition 
in  regard  to  the  measures  proposed  by 
the  responsible  Government  of  the  day. 
The  right  hon.  GentleoEuin  must  excuse 
us  for  holding  a  different  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  our  measures  from  that  which 
he  entertains.  For  how  many  years  was 
the  promise  unfulfilled  by  the  late  Go- 
vernmetit  to  follow  up  by  a  Parish 
Councils  Bill  their  County  Councils  Bill  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone, 
S.)  :  Who  stopped  it  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  Year  after 
year  that  promised  was  renewed,  and  it 
never  was  fulfilled.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  I  had 
held  out  the  expectation  that  the 
Session  should  be  concluded  within 
a  reasonable  period.  I  did  hold  out 
that  expectation,  and  the  proposals 
I  made  are  perfectly  conformable  with 
that  statement.  I  will  now  proceed, 
if  the  House  will  allow  me,  to  make 
good  that  assertion.  The  right  hun. 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  the  question  of 
Supply.  He  has  put  forth  figures  which, 
in  my  opinion,  are  absolutely  unfounded, 
•  and  which  I  will  ndw  proceed  to  refute* 
I  agree  with  the  right  bon.  Gentleman, 
and  I  have  always  maintained  that  Supply 
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aflfbrds  a  proper  opportunity  for  chal* 
longing  the  action  of  the  Government. 
We  have  now  given  to  regular  Supply 
this  Session  16  days.  In  1891,  when  we 
were  in  opposition,  the  days  given  to 
Supply  were  26.  Therefore,  if  10  days 
more  are  given  by  us  to  regular  Supply, 
that  will  be  equal  to  the  time  given  in 
1891  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
his  Colleagues.  That  is  the  first  refuta- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  figures. 
In  1892  there  were,  owing  to  exceptional 
circumstances,  15  days  only  given  to 
Supply.  In  1893  there  were  29  days 
given  to  Supply,  the  average  of  those 
three  years  being  24  days.  [^Opposition 
laughterj]  What  is  there  inaccurate  in 
that  ? 

Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH  :  I  took  the 
fat  as  well  ae  the  lean  years. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  objects  to  the  year  1892, 
I  will  take  the  years  1891  and  1893,  and 
then  you  will  have  26  days  in  one  yearand 
29  in  the  other,  which  will  give  an  aver- 
age of  2l\  days  for  each  year — ^and  that 
is  against  the  16  days  that  have  already 
been  given  this  Session  to  Supply. 
There  have  already  been  given  to  the 
Army  and  Navy  Estimates  a  larger 
number  of  days  in  Supply  than  have  ever 
been  given  to  them  before.  Therefore,  I 
say  that  if  10  or  11  days — which  may 
be  considered  as  a  Parliamentary  fort* 
night — be  further  given  to  Supply  we 
would  be  giving  as  much  time  as  was 
given  on  the  average  during  the  last  year 
of  the  late  Government  and  the  first  year 
of  the  present  Government. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Bir- 
mingham,  Bordesley)  :  What  nonsense 
this  is  I 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says,  "What  nonsense 
this  is."  I  hope  he  will  be  courteous.  It 
does  not,  however,  depend  upon  the 
opinion  or  upon  the  good  manners  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Bordesley  what 
the  facts  are  which  I  have  given  upon 
the  authority  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  for  India.  Yon  say 
that  the  time  given  to  the  Estimates  is 
not  sufiicient ;  but,  if  that  be  the  case, 
take  more  time.  That  is  a  matter  for 
the  House  of  Commons  itself  to  deter- 
mine. The  House  can  take  what  time 
it  likes  in  reference  to  that  subject.  I 
admit  that  there  remain  Votes  in  Supply 
which  ought  to  be  fully  discussed.     B'ut^ 
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take  for  SnppJy  lis  many  days  as  jon 
have  taken  before,  and  jou  will  find  that 
jou  will  Djt  exceed  the  time  which  I 
have  allqt^d  toi  it..  The  right  ..hop. 
Gentleman  objects  to  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Bill.  He  is  goijng  to  oppose  it,  as  ia 
natural  \  and  I  do  not  complain  of  that. 
But  for  how  many  days  are  you  going  to. 
oppose  it  ? 

Mk.  CARSON  (Dublin  University) : 
For  a  month. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  A  month  I  I 
thank  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  that  word. 
He  has  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag.  I  will 
thank  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  an  answer 
to  another  question.  How  long  are  you 
going  to  take  over  the  Equalisation  of 
Rates  Bill — another  month  ?  [^Cries  of 
*'  Two  months  I  "3  This  appears  like 
putting  up  to  auction  the  public  time  of 
this  country.  As  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Scotland)  Bill  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  comes  from  Bristol  to  tell  us 
what  the  views  of  the  Scotch  Members 
are  with  reference  to  that  Bill,  but  I 
would  rather  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  on  the  subject, 
who  told  us  yesterday  that  it  would  take 
a  day  or  two.  I  venture  to  say  that  that 
right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  as  much 
about  the  matter  as  tlie  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bristol.  Therefore,  if  you  take 
a  fortnight  for  Supply  and  give  a  day  or 
two  for  the  Scotch  Local  Government 
Bill  the  only  question  is  how  long  you 
are  going  to  take  over  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Bill  and  the  Equalisation  of 
Rates  Bill.  That  is  really  the  whole 
question.  It  has  been  sugge&ted  in  the 
newspapers  that  I  said — if  I  said  so  I 
must  have  expressed  myself  very  in- 
accurately— that  it  was  not  until  we  got 
through  the  non-controversial  Bills  that 
we  should  get  to  Supply.  I  never  in- 
tended to  say  anything  of  the  sort.  If 
those  Bills  in  the  third  category  are  non- 
controversial  measures  you  may  carry 
them  pari  passu  with  Supply.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  we  ought 
not  to  have  given  time  for  the  discussion 
of  the  Eight  Hours  Bill,  because  that  is  a 
Bill  which  the  Government  have  not 
taken  up  as  their  own,  and  which  they 
have  not  undertaken  to  pass.  I  would 
call  his  attention  to  a  remarkable  similar 
circumstance  which  took  place  in  1873. 
In  1873  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
1>er  for  Sheffield,  who  was  not  at  that 
time  a  Member  of  the  Government,  haci 
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on  the  Paper  a  BiU  f pr  thf  reatriotion  of 
the  Incurs  of  .labour  in  factories*  It 
was  a  Nine  Hours  BllL,  It  was  put 
down  jon  July  dOth.  by  the  then  Go- 
vernment, and  th^  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Midlothia^  gave  it  precedence. 
Mr.  CoUings  asked  whether  it  was  a 
proper  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  a  BiU  of  that  kind  out 
of  its  order,  and  put  it  down  for  dis- 
cussion ;  and  whether  that  proceeding 
was  in  accordance  with  the  Resolation 
which  had  just  been  passed  giving  pre- 
cedence to  Government  business.  The 
Speaker  replied  that  the  proper  construc- 
tion of  the  Standing  Order  was  th^t  the 
Government  had  power  to  place,  not  only 
their  own  Orders,  but  the  Orders  of 
private  Members  according  to  their  own 
pleasure.  Mr.  Hunt  then  asked  whether 
the  Bill  referred  to  had  been  adopted  by 
the  Government,  and  Mr.  Gladstone  said 
it  did  not  follow,  that  because  the  Bill 
h^d  been  placed  No.  4  on  the  Paper  that 
therefore  the  Government  were  going  to 
support  it  or  make  it  a  Government 
measure. — 

"  In  the  case  of  a  Motion  of  Want  of  Con- 
fidence in  the  Government " — 

continued  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Midlothian — 

*'to  which  the  Government  gave  precedence, 
oould  it  be  said  that  by  that  prooeediogon  their 
part  the7  bad  adopted  the  Motion.  That  was 
simply  absuixl ;  and,  accordingly,  the  Bill  was 
put  down  by  the  Government  in  order  that  it 
might  be  discussed." 

Therefore,  in  taking  the  course  we  are 
taking  in  regard  to  the  Miners'  Eight 
Hours  Bill,  we  are  taking  no  unusual,  no 
unprecedented,  and  no  improper  course 
at  all,  but  one  that  has  been  thoroughly 
sanctioned  by  Parliamentary  procedure. 
Of  course,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
entitled  to  his  opinion ;  but  so  am  I 
entitled  to  mine,  and  I  maintain  that  in 
the  five  or  six  weeks  available  before 
the  end  of  August  it  is  perfectly  possible 
to  give  the  average  amount  of  time  to 
Supply  and  to  deal  fairly  with  the 
measures  to  which  I  have  referred.  It 
is  perfectly  possible  to  give  an  average 
amount  of  time  to  Supply,  and  if  the 
House  of  Commons  intends  to  deal  fairly 
with  these  measures  there  is  plenty 
of  time  to  deal  with  them  consis- 
tently with  giving  that  period  to  Supply* 
There  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  sqtj  impor- 
tant , question   involved  in   this.     What 
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Gentlemen  opposite  want  is  that  this 
Session  shall  close  without  our  doing 
anything  more  than  has  already  been 
done,  and  I  think  the  fK)oner  the  House 
of  Commons  oomes  to  an  understanding 
upon  this  point  the  better.  The  point  is 
whether  it  ]»  to  be  regarded  as  a  legiti** 
mate  weapon  of  opposition  to  injure  the 
Government  by  paralysing  the  House  of 
Commons.  That  is  the  real  question  we 
have  to  deal  with,  and  I  would  venture 
to  say  that  gentlemen  opposite  are  as 
much  interested  in  that  question  as  gen- 
tlemen on  this  Bench.  I  suppose  that 
in  some  dim  and  distant  future  gentle- 
men opposite  cherish  the  hope  that  they 
may  one  day  occupy  these  Benches. 
When  they  do  they  will  be  surry  if  they 
give  their  sanction  to  the  policy  upon 
which  the  speech  to  which  we  have  just 
Ifstened  is  founded.  The  object  of  that 
speech,  and  the  object  of  that  policy 
obviously  is  to  injure  the  Government 
by  endeavouring  to  introduce  such  delays 
that  the  House  of  Commons  shall  do  as 
little  as  possible,  not  in  regard  to  measures 
of  a  highly  contentious  political  cha- 
racter, but  even  with  regard  to  questions 
which  are  wholly  or  partly  controversial 
— their  whole  object  being  that  it  shall 
be  possible  when  the  Session  is  closed  for 
the  Opposition  to  go  to  the  country  and 
say  that  the  House  of  Commons  has  done 
nothing.  That  is  a  question  which  is 
outside  Parties,  and  which,  in  my  opinion, 
ought  to  be  above  Parties.  I  think  that 
the  object  of  hon.  Gentlemen  should 
be  exactly  the  opposite — that  while  we 
fight  here  as  hard  as  we  can  on  the  great 
political  issues  which  divide  us,  and 
always  must  divide  both  sides  of  the 
House — consistently  with  that,  we  should 
endeavour  in  this  great  Assembly  to 
transact  as  much  useful  business  for  the 
advantage  of  the  country  as  we  can 
possibly  do.  Therefore,  I  say,  if  con- 
sistently with  those  interests  it  is  still 
possible  for  us  to  pass  a  number  of  really 
enbetantially  non-controversial  Bills  we 
ought  to  do  so  for  the  advantage  of  the 
country  and  for  the  credit  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  Now,  as  regards  those 
Bills  which  we  have  really  left  to  the 
determination  of  the  Opposition  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  I  said  the  other 
day  that  I  believe  those  Bills  to  be  useful 
Bills.  I  believe  it  would  be  a.  great 
advantage  to  the  oountry  that  these  Bills 
should  be  passed.    I  understand  that  it  is 
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argued  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that 
these  Bills  are  of  so  controversial  a 
character  that  we  cannot  pass  them 
without  a  considerable  amount  of  dis- 
cusaion.  Then,  as  I  said  yesterday,  these 
Bills  will  not  be  proceeded  with.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  say  that  if  the  House  of 
Commons  is  prepared  to  deal  honestly 
and  fairly  with  these  Bills  they  can  pass, 
leaving  10  days  for  Supply,  making  up 
the  amount  of  time  given  in  former 
years  to  Supply.  I  shall  be  surprised  if 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  gets  up  and 
says  that  the  character  of  the  opposition 
is  such  that  it  will  take  many  days  to 
pass  these  Bills— «the  £victed  Tenants 
Bill  and  the  Equalisation  of  Bates  Bill. 
I  do  not  believe  it  will  take  many  days. 
I  believe  a  great  many  gentlemen  who 
represent  the  Metropolis,  and  who  sit 
behind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  are 
supporters  of  the  fiqiuilisatioo  of  Rates 
Bill ;  therefore,  it  is  only  imtural  to 
suppose  that  two  or  three  days  will 
suffice  for  it.  I  am  certain  that  unless 
there  is  some  intention  unduly  to  prolong 
the  Debate  the  Local  Government  for 
Scotland  Bill  will  also  take  a  very  short 
time — a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  misunder&tood  my 
statement  with  regard  to  that  Bill.  He 
has  led  the  House  to  suppose  that  I 
suggested  that  all  the  subsequent  stages 
of  the  Bill  could  be  disposed  of  in  a  day 
or  two.  I  said  that  not  more  than  a  day 
or  two  would  be  required  on  the  Report 
stage. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  not  as  a 
Scotch  Member,  but  as  a  Scotchman, 
whether,  if  it  had  been  two  or  three  days 
under  discussion  on  Report,  there  is  a 
single  Scotch  Member  who  would  reject 
the  Bill  on  the  Third  Reading  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  may  have  changed 
his  opinion  since  yesterday,  but  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  whole  of  the  Scotch 
Members  desire  for  the  sake  of  their 
country  that  this  Bill  should  pass,  and 
pass  without  delay.  All  depends  upon 
whether  you  intend  and  whether  yon  will 
succeed  in  spending  a  month — which  is 
the  period  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man opposite  claimed — on  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Bill.  In  my  opinion  it  would 
be  a  most  improper  and  unjustifiable 
proceeding  to  spend  a  whole  month  of 
Parliamentary  time  in  that  way.     That 
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the  Bill  should  be  fullr  and  adaqoatelj 
discussed  I  admit;  but  to  spend  a. month 
on  it  wonld  be  indefensible^  and  I  believe 
the  majoritj  of  the  House  of  Commons 
and  the  great  majority  of  the  cocintrj 
would  disapprove  of  any  such  proceeding. 
That,  of  course,  remains  to  be  seen.  So 
far  as  the  Oovemment  are  eoncmned,  we 
think  we  have  made  no  unreasonable 
demands  upon  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  it  will  be  for  the  House  of  Commons 
to  say  hereafter  whether  they  will 
support  the  Government  in  these 
demands.  I  will  only  repeat  that,  from 
what  consideration  I  have  been  able  to 
give  to  the  matter,  I  think  that  with  a 
fair  and  reasonable  allowance  of  time  fot* 
each  of  these  measures  and  to  Supply  we 
may  fairly  hope  and  expect  that  the  Pro- 
rogation will  take  place  in  the  month  of 
August. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  (Binning- 
ham,  W.)  :  I  do  not  know  how  many 
more  speeches  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer means  to  make,  but  I  observe 
they  proceed  on  the  crescendo  scale,  and 
that  each  successive  one  is  more  than  the 
last  in  the  natnre  of  an  appeal  to  the 
electorate.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
began  to-day  in  an  extremely  moderate 
fashion.  It  is  true  he  protested  against 
ihe  taunts  addressed  to  him  and  the  G^o- 
vernment  that  they  have  introduced  more 
Bills  in  the  Queeu^s  Speech  than  they 
have  been  able  to  carry,  and  he  said  that 
had  been  the  case  with  previous  Govern- 
ments ;  but  that  is  not  the  gist  of  the 
accusation  which  has  been  brought 
against  the  Government.  What  we  com- 
plain of  is  not  they  that  have  introduced 
more  Bills  in  number  than  they  were 
likely  to  be  able  to  carry,  but  that  they 
introduced  such  Bills  that  they  could  not 
have  believed  there  was  the  slightest 
chance  that  they  could  carry.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  said  that  it  is 
an  extraordinary  doctrine  that  anyone 
should  endeavour  to  injure  the  Govem- 
ment  by  preventing  them  doing  anything 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  No  such 
doctrine  has  been  advanced.  I  entirely 
repudiate  any  such  doctrine.  It  has 
never  been  advanced  by  any  Member  of 
the  Opposition.  It  is  an  equally  repre- 
hensible doctrine  that  the  Government 
should  go  on  piling  Bill  after  Bill  into  a 
programme  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
diverting  and  deceiving  public  opinion. 
Let  us  take  the  matter  from  the  reasons  , 
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able  standpoint  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  He  adheres  to  hk  previous 
statement  that  there  is  plenty  of  time 
between  now  and  the  end  of  August  for 
the  House  of  Commons  to  accoroplisb 
the  work  he  has  laid  before  it.  How 
much  time  have  we  ?  We  have  32  days 
of  Government  time  up  to  the  dlst  of 
August,  including  to-day,  and  in  those 
32  days  we  have  to  accomplish  the  list  of 
work  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  put 
before  us.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer refuses  to  allow  that  Supply 
should  take  more  time  than  in  average 
years.  Let  me  point  out  that  there  is 
good  reason  why  Supply  should  take 
longer  time  this  year  than  in  other  years^ 
The  reason  is  that  the  Government  took 
the  whole  time  of  the  House  earlier  this 
year  than  they  ever  did  before,  and  the 
only  opportunity  left  to  us  to  question 
the  administration  and  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment on  a  heap  of  roiscellaneoua 
questions  is  on  Supply.  That  is  the  only 
opportunity  private  Members  have.  This 
year  private  Members  have  been  deprived 
of  almost  every  other  opportunity  of  raising 
questions  of  importance.  Accordingly  it 
would  be  perfectly  reasonably  for  us  to 
contend  that  the  time  to  be  taken  for 
discussions  in  Supply  should  be  more 
liberally  allotted  to  us  than  it  has  ever 
been  before.  But  I  am  going  to  take  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  where  I 
can,  on  his  own  argument.  He  is  gra- 
cious enough  to  say  that  we  may  have 
1 1  days,  which  is  the  average  of  the  last 
three  years,  including  the  year  of  the 
General  Election. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  No,  if  you 
included  that,  there  wonld  only  be  eight 
days. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  am  much 
obliged.  Then  I  suppose  we  may  take 
it  that  there  are  12  days  for  Supply. 
Well,  12  days  from  82  leaves  20  days. 
Then  there  is  the  Indian  Budget.  Will 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  tell  us 
what  time  should  be  given  this  year  to 
the  discussion  of  the  finances  of  India  ? 
Will  he  give  us  less  than  two  days  ? 
Very  well,  then,  there  are  two  daya 
necessary  for  the  Indian  Budget,  and 
two  more  days  for  the  Vote  on  Account 
and  the  Report.  That  makes  four  days, 
leaving  16.  Now,  there  are  no  less  tlmn 
nine  Bills  which  the  Chanoelloir  of  the 
Exchequer  has  called  non-controversial 
measures.  I  admit  that  they  ace  non- 
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controversial  mea«in*e^,  although  they 
include  such  important  questions  as  the 
attendance  at  elementary  schools,  build- 
ing societies,  railway  and'  canal  traffic, 
and  conciliation  in  labour  disputes.  Will 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  tell  us 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  pass 
Bills  of  this  kind  without  some  reason- 
able chance  of  discussion  ?  All  tbe^ 
Bills  are  in  their  infancy  and  will  have  to 
be  passed  through  their  three  or  four 
stages.  I  will  undertake  to  say  that  with 
these  nine  Bills  there  are  no  less  than  20 
stages  to  be  gone  through. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  Are  you 
going  to  oppose  them  all  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  That  is  not 
the  point.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  1 
am  certainly  uot  going  to  oppose  any  one 
of  these  Bills,  becanse,  so  far  as  the  prin- 
ciple of  these  Bills  is  concerned,  I  approve 
of  them.  I  think  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  justified  in  saying  thai 
they  were  what  aris  ordinarily  called  non- 
controversial  Bills  X  but  does  he  mean  to 
tell  the  Labour  Party  in  this  House,  for 
instance,  that,  because  these  are  non-cbu- 
troversiai  Bills,  a  Bill  so  important  as 
one  to  establish  Boards  of  Conciliation  is 
to  pass  through  the  House  after  10 
minutes*  disxsusslon,  because,  forsooth,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  bound  by 
a  contract  with  the  Irish  Members  to  give 
an  indefinite  time  to  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Bill  ?  No,  Sir ;  this  question  is  not  dis- 
posed of  by  an  interruption  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  asking  me 
whether  I  am  going  to  oppose  these 
Bills.  I  am  not  going  to  oppose  them,  but 
I  claim  that  when  we  have  to  deal  with 
nine  Bills  having  20  stages  we  cannot 
possibly  get  through  them  without  allow- 
ing— what  will'  the  most  moderate  man  in 
the  House  say  is  the  least  time  that  can 
be  properly  given  to  these  nine  Bills  ? — 
I  take  it  five  days  for  the  whole  nine 
Bills,  f oui-  or  five  of  which  are  of  the  very 
utmost  importance,  although  they  are 
non-contfoversial.  Taking,  therefore,  five 
days  from  the  16,  that  gives  me  11  days. 
Then  there  is  the  Local  Government  for 
Scotland  Bill,  for  which  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  gives  me  three  days. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  No,  no. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAlNrThe  tJhan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  it  was  not 
reasonable  to  ask  for  more  than  one  or  two 
upon  a  Bill  which  has  been  hotly  con* 
tested  in  the  Grand    Committee,    and 


which  has  occupied  14  sittings  of  the 
Committee.  Is  it  reasonable  to  say  that; 
a  Bill  of  this  kind  is  likely  to  pass  th6 
Report  and  Third  Reading  stages  in  less 
than  three  days  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT :  Oh. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Well,  I 
want  to  carry  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ei- 
ehequer  with  me.  I  will  say  two  days  if 
he  likes,  and  that  will  leave  me  with 
only  a  balance  of  nine  days.  Then  how 
much  is  to  be  given  to  the  Equalisation 
of  Rates  Bill,  which  has  not  even  passed 
its  Second  Reading  ?  It  has  four  stages 
to  go  through,  and,  although  it  is  not 
in  one  sense  a  Bill  which  necessarily 
divides  us  according  to  Party  lines,  it  is 
a  Bill  for  all  that  which  proposes  to  alter 
the  whole  finance  of  London  and  Co 
transfer  property  in  the  shape  of  rates 
from  28  districts  to  42  districts.  Is  it 
possible  that  the  28  districts  whose  pro- 
perty is  going  to  be  taken  away  and 
given  to  the  42  districts  will  not  have 
something  to  say  on  the  subject  P  I 
think  I  should  be  very  moderate  indeed 
if  I  put  the  whole  four  stages  down  as 
likely  to  occupy  six  days.  \€rie8  of 
« Oh  ! "]  Then  how  much  will  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  give  me  ? 
Will  he  say  four  days  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  That  depends 
upon  how  much  support  is  given  by  the 
Opposition. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  What  a 
perfectly  irrelevant  interruption  from  a 
usually  relevant  man.  I  am  not  going 
to  take  any  part  in  the  discussion  myself. 
It  does  not  especially  interest  me.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  four  days 
too  much — I  wish  to  come  to  an  agree- 
ment with  him — I  will  reduce  it  to  three 
days.  The  result  of  that  will  be  that  we 
shall  have  only  six  days  left  in  which  we 
shall  have  to  deal  with  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Bill  and  the  Eight  Hours  Bill. 
So  far  as  the  Eight  Hours  Bill  is  con- 
cerned—  I  am  sorry  I  do  not  see  the 
Member  for  Durham  in  his  place — the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  en- 
tirely misapprehended  our  position.  I, 
for  one,  do  not  complain  of  the  Govern- 
ment adopting  or  not  adopting  this 
measure.  All  we  ask  is  to  what  extent 
are  they  going  to  give  it  their  patronage, 
and  to  what  extent  have  they  agreed  to 
give  facilities  for  the  Bill  ?  We  want 
to  know  whether  these  facilities  are  to 
extend  to  the  whole  of  the  Committee 
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stage,  aud  we  have  been  totally  uoable 
to    extract   a    definite  answer  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Supposing 
it  is  not  to  extend  to  the  whole  of  the 
Committee   stage,    then    this   House   is 
going  to  be  asked  to  stultify  itself   by 
wasting    precious    time   at    the   end  of 
August  in  discussing  a  Bill  which  the 
GoTernment  themselves  do  not  mean  to 
proceed  with.     We  are  expected,  for  the 
pleasure  of  enabling  the  Government  to 
satisfy     some     mysterious     and    secret 
pledges  which  they  have  given  to  certain 
Members  of  the  Labour  Party,  to  discuss 
a  Bill  which,  under  the  circumstances,  is 
a  mere  make*believe.     If,  on  the  other 
hand,    the    Government    mean    to   give 
facilities  for  the  full  discussion  of  this 
Bill,  then  I  say.  Sir,  it  is  perfectly  absurd 
to  suppose  that  a  Bill  of  that  kind,  affecting 
as  it  does  one  of  the  largest  industries  in 
the  country,  and  deeply  affecting  it,  aud 
upon  which  there  is  a  division  of  opinion 
extending  to  both  sides  of  the  House, 
can  fully  aud  fairly  be  discussed  in  less 
than  the  whole  of  the  remaining  time  of 
the  Session,  and  that  will   leave  abso* 
lutely  no  time   at   all  for   the   Evicted 
Tenants  Bill.      The  Chancellor  of   the 
Exchequer  said  it  would  be  monstrous 
if    we   took   a   month  for  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Bill.     But  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Bill    is   a   new  Land   Bill  for  Ireland, 
introducing    into   that   much   distressed 
country — for  I    cannot    say  how  many 
number  of  times — another  and  new  system 
of  legislation,  aud  with  it  new  principles 
of  legislation,  interfering  with,  and  neces- 
sarily upsetting  existing  legislation,  and 
destroying  the  principle  upon  which  the 
present  Land  Purchase  Acts  are  based. 
Do  not  let  us  diminish  the  importance  of 
the  measure.    I  do  not  know  whether  20 
days  is  a  fair  time  to  take  for  it,  or  whe* 
ther  it  could  be  discussed  in  less  time  ; 
but,  at  all  events,  it  is  perfectly  evident 
that  a  matter  raising  such  very  important 
questions  will  require  a  very  large  amount 
of  time.     What  I  ask  the  House  to  see 
is  that  the  Government  have  not  left  it 
any  time  at  all ;  or,  to  put  it  another 
way,  if  they  give  the  time  to  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Bill  that  it  will  require,  then 
undoubtedly   those  other  Bills  must  be 
crushed  out  of  existence*     Unless,  in- 
deed, we  are  to    adopt  another  thepry 
which  seems  to  find  favour^  I  da  not  say 
with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
but  with  the  organs  of  the  Government, 
Mr.  J,  Chamberlain 


and   that  is  that  this   House  is   to   be 
penalised,  and  that,  like  an  able-bodied 
prisoner  who,  with  a  certain  task  set  him, 
is  not  allowed  to  go  to  rest  until  he  has 
accomplished  his  stint  of  work,  we  are 
to  be  kept  at  work  until  we  have  accom- 
plished the  task  set  the  House  by  the  Go- 
vernment.    I   believe    there    are    some 
Members  who  would  support  that  view. 
It  is  a  view  which  is  certainly  extremely 
convenient  for  the  present  Government 
and  for  all  who  expect  to  be  in  future 
Governments.     This  is  to  make  a  Go- 
vernment,  which   may   be   only    repre- 
sentative of  a  very  small  majority  in  this 
House — a  majority  of  one  is  as  good  as 
a  majority  of  20  for  all  practicable  pur- 
poses— absolutely   masters   not  only   of 
the  time  of  the  House,  but  of  the  busi* 
ness  of  the  House.     Aud  a  Government, 
however  unreasonable  it  may  be,  may  fix 
the  labours  of  the  House  of  Commons  at 
the  beginning  of  a  Session  and  keep  it 
sitting  until  it  has  finished  all  its  work. 
If  hon.  Members  support  that  view,  then 
under  the  circumstances  the  only  com- 
plaint  I    have   to  make   of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the   Exchequer   is   as   to   his 
extreme    moderation.      Why,  under  the 
circumstances,    does    he   withdraw   the 
Welsh  Disestablishment  Bill  ?     There  is 
plenty  of  time  if  you  are  to  sit  through 
August,  and  if  you  think  you  can  bully 
the  Opposition  into  passing  these  mea- 
sures before  you  prorogue  why  not  in- 
clude the  Local  Veto  Bill  ?     I  see  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carlisle  in  his  place, 
and  I  should  like  to  call  his  attention  to 
this  fact — that  the  Local  Veto  Bill  is 
everywhere  popular.     It  is  not  merely 
the   hon.   Baronet    and   his   friends    on 
this    side   of    the   House  who   wish  to 
see   it   passed,  but   the  Opposition  and 
the   Lib^al    Unionists   are    burning  to 
see  it  passed.     If  my  hon.  Friend  will 
get  up  a  Petition  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  introduce  it  I  believe 
nine-tenths  of    the  House  will  sign  it. 
What  are  the  grounds  upon  which  we 
are  asked  to  sit  until  we  have  accom- 
plished the  work  provided  for  us  ?   Have 
we  injnred  the  Government  by  undue  or 
delibei:ate  obstruction  ?     If  so,  why  does 
not   the  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer 
say  so?    As  Loader  of  the  House,  as 
promoter  of  the   Budget   Bill,  he  was 
more>  interested  than  anyone  id  the  con- 
duotof  the  Bill.    Why  does  he  not  call 
attention  tp  illegitimate  obstruction  ?     I 
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will  state  the  reftson  for  the  informiitiaa 
of  the  gentlemen  who  cheered  just  now, 
not  one  of  whom,  I  venture  to  say,  at- 
tended the  Budget  Debates.  The  reason 
is  that,  unless  the  Government  had  them- 
selves accepted  or  proposed  something 
\\\b^  200  Amendments  to  this  Bill — ^for 
thej  recognise  that  the  discussion  was 
useful  and  advantageous,  and  has  led  t6 
the  improvement  of  the  Bill — it  would 
have  been  a  worse  Bill  even  than  it  is 
now,«nd  the  country  would  have  suf- 
fered but  for  this  legitimate  discussion. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  is  absurd 
to  accuse  us  of  obstruction.  There  is  a 
general  answer  to  that  which  I  would 
quote  from  the  words  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Midlothian.  Since  I  have 
been  in  the  House  of  Commons,  I  admit 
that  every  Government  in  turn  has  ac- 
cused the  Opposition  of  obstruction.  Op- 
position to  the  Government  always  appears 
like  obstruction,  and  I  think  great  credit  is 
due  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
for  not  having  adopted  that  hackneyed 
cry.  What  did  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Midlothian  say  in  1890  when  a  similar 
accusation  was  made  against  the  then 
Opposition  which  he  was  leading.  He 
said — 

*'  Of  oourse,  it  is  just  as  easy  for  us  to  go 
about  the  ooantrj  and  say  this  charge  of  ob- 
struction is  an  impudent  imposture ; " 

— this  is  for  the  gentlemen  who  cheered 
just  now — 

"  there  is  no  foundation  for  it  at  all.  It  is  the 
miserable  device  of  men  who  resort  to  it  be- 
cause eTery  ra^  of  every  other  pretext  has  been 
stripped  from  their  backs,  and,  I  in  the  absence 
of  any  decent  clothing  in  which  to  present 
themselves  to  the  world,  they  have  concocted 
and  weaved  together  this  miserable  clouk  of 
obstruction." 

I  venture  to  say  that  a  misapprehension 
exists  in  the  country  to  some  extent  as 
to  what  the  Government  is  entitled  to 
expect  from  the  House  of  Commons 
during  a  single  Session.  The  Chancellor 
of  t^  Exchequer  says  that  it  is  the 
object  of  We  Opposition  to  go  to  the 
country  and  to  say  that  the  Government 
have  only  carried  one  Bill.  If  that  were 
the  only  accusation  we  had  to  make 
against  the  Government,  it  would  be  a 
poor  thing  upon  which  to  rest  our  claim 
to  the  support  of  the  country.  In  the 
first  place,  let  us  consider  what  Bill  it  is 
that  the  Government  will  have  carried. 
The  Bill  of  the  Government  was  really 
three  distinct  Bills.     It  was  an  ordinary 


Budget  Bill  in  the  first  place  ;  it  was  a 
Bill  for  the  equalisation  of  the  duties 
upon  personal  and  real  property  in  the 
second  plaoe;  and  it  was  a  Btlf,  intro* 
dueing  for  the  first  time  the  greiM;  prin^ 
oiple  of  gmdmitioa  in  our  national  and 
Imperial  fiaanoe«  To  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, therefone,  there  were  three  equally 
independent  and  important  principles, 
every  one  of  which  required  a  very  con- 
siderable amount  of  discussion,  and  they 
might  very  well  have  formed  the  bosfs 
of  three  great  Bills.  The  Government, 
in  carrying  them  under  cover  of  one  Bill, 
which  they  called  a  Finance  Bill,  have 
practically  carried  three  Bills  through 
the  House  of  Commons.  My  second 
point  i&  this  :  that  the  actual  Session 
only  began  on  March  12,  and  it  has 
been  a  short  Session;  but  if  you  take 
the  real  Session  you  will  find  that  it 
has  included  the '  Employers*  Liability 
BiU  and  the  Parish  Councils  Bill,  which 
were  passed  at  all  events  through  the 
House  of  Commons.  Is  that  a  good 
record  for  the  Hoose  of  Commons  to 
make  in  a  single  Session  to  carry  three 
such  Bills  as  the  Budget  Bill,  the 
Employers'  Liability  Bill,  and  the  Parish 
Councils  Bill  ?  I  do  not  think  in  the 
history  of  our  legislation  for  the  last 
20  years  you  can  find  any  Parliament 
in  which  more  has  been  done — that  is, 
as  to  the  importance  of  the  Bills  which 
have  been  passed.  It  is  a  matter  of  fact. 
Let  us  take  the  time  when  there  was  no 
obstruction  at  all — at  least  when  obstruc* 
tion  was  not  heard  of,  at  all  events,  in 
its  present  developed  form.  Of  course, 
obstruction,  as  we  know  it,  was  developed 
and  perfected  by  Mr.  Parnell  and  the 
group  of  Members  who  followed  his 
leadership.  Until  the  advent  of  Mr. 
Parnell  as  a  great  political  force  ob- 
struction was,  comparatively  speaking, 
unknown.  I  take,  therefore,  the  time 
before  Mr.  Parnell  introduced  this  novel 
weapon  of  politicaJi  warfare.  In  1869  I 
find  two  great  Bills  were  passed  in  the 
Session-*the  Irish  Church  Bill  and  the 
Endowed  Schools  Bill.  Next  year  there 
were  the  Land  Act  and  the  Education 
Act;  next  year  Army  Purchase  and 
University  Tests  5  next  year  the  Ballot 
Aot  and  the  Licensing  Act ;  and  in  1873 
there  was  only  one  Bill,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  Act.  Now,  I  say 
again,  in  these  circumstances,  this  Session 
of  Parliament' has  done  more  legislative 
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lyork  as  ffir  m  I  koow,.  or  ftt  (ea^t  baf 
done  as  mueb   legmlative  wark,  as  anj 
Parliameut  which  has  flat  £or  20yeacs. 
Hon.  M^nbers  cheer  that  skatemeni.     I 
hope  that  they  will  vot  go  back  from,  that 
eheer.    If  that  is  so,  then  with  mrhat  face 
do  jou  acoiiee.ns  of  obstrootioD  ?     With 
what  face  do  joa  prefcead  to  have  a  rig^t 
to  keep  us  here,  until  Ootober,  when  you 
admit  that  jou  ha\re  done  as  important 
work  as  may  fairly  bo  expected  from  any 
Parliamentary  Sesfttoo  ?  You  may  say  that 
this  Parliament  has  done  as  mnoh  as  was 
accomplished   through  aU   the  evBotfoI 
years  of  1869  to  1874.     It  is  perfectly 
monstrous  to  contend  in   such    cireum* 
Stances  that  we  shi^uld  be  forced  to  sit 
longer  in  order  to  do  more  work.     The 
last  point  to  which  I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion is  this.     If  it  be  agreed  that  we  are 
to  do  more  work,  at  least  I   think   the 
House  has  a. right  to  express  an  opinion 
as  to  the  work  it  should   be  called  upoa 
to  do.     Allowing  that  we  have  32  days 
at  our  disposal,  surely  it  is  worth  while 
to  consider  whether  tht  best  use  is  going  ,     -    .        ^ 
to  be  made  of  that  time.     I  want  to  ask    ^\  ^^^^  ^^^^l 
the  House  what  principle  has  presided 
over  the  selection  of  the  measures  which 
we  are  now  called  upon  to  consider  r     I 
think  we  shall  find  a  clear  and  definite 
principle  mnning  through  this  selection. 
It  is  entirely  devised  to  satisfy,  in  the 
first  place,  the  largest  number  of  votes, 
and,  in  the  second  place,   the  greatest 
amount  of  importunity.     I  think  I  shall 
show  that.      Everyone  knows  that  the 
Liberal  Party  is  divided   into   sections. 
The  most  important  section  is  the  Irish 
section,  with  70  votes,  and  I  am  sure  I 
shall  not  be  considered  offensive  if  I  say 
that  they  are  also  the  most  importunate 
section.     Accordingly,    they    come    off 
best.     They  are  to  have  all  the  time  re- 
quired to  pass  all  the  stages  of  an  impor* 
tant  Bill  like  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill. 
But,    not  only    that,    we    have    beard 
through  the  usual  channels  of  informa- 
tion that  they  are  also  to  have  the  first 
place  next  Session  for  anoiher  Irish  Bill 
pari  passu  with  the  Welsh*  Members. 
That  is  the  position  of  the  Irish  Members. 
Then  come  the  Welsh  Meml>ers  with  90 
votes  ;  and  I  judge  that  as  they  have  only 
half  as  many  votes  as  tlie  Irish,  they  are 
only  half  as  importunate.     Accordingly, 
all  they  caii  get  is  the  promise  for  first 
place  next  Session,  when  they  are  to  ran 
iu  double  harness  with  the  Irish  Members; 
Mr,  J,  Chamberlain 
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apd  I  fancy  tb|Q|y  are  easily  satisi$ed.  I 
think  I  know  which  of  that  team  will  do 
the  most  of  the  work.  Then  we  come 
to  the  Loqdou  Members  who  support  the 
Gov^nment.  ,  They,  number  about  20, 
aud  they  are  entitled  to  a  smaller  Bill 
than  either  the  ^elsh  or  the  Irish,  Ac- 
cordingly, they  are  let  off  with  the 
Equalisation  of,,  Bates  Bill,  which 
is  put  in  the  third  place.  Then 
there  are  theLabourMeml>erd,  who  have 
the  dubious  promjse  of  doubtful^  not 
well -explained  ,  and  defined,  facilities  for 
the  Eight  Hours  Bill  of  which  a  qiajority 
of  them  i^re  it;  favour.  Theu  I  come  to 
anp;;her  class,  in  which  I  take  a  con- 
siderable amoijiut  of  interest,  though  they 
represent  a  small  section  in  this  House — 
the  crpfter  interest*  Inasmuch  as  thej 
have  only  t^wo  Meinbers,  they  are  told 
that  they  ma,y  have  their  Bill,  if  it  is 
entirely  unopposed.  How  I  come  back 
to  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Cockermouth.  What  is  the  position  of 
the  great  Temperance  Party  ?  I  do  not 
dare  to  gjve  any  guess  as  to  the  number 
~  I  have  said  that  those 

who  favour  the  introduction  of  the  Bill 
will  be  found  to  constitute  a  large  portion 
of   the   House,   but   the  number  of  the 
actual   followers   of   my    hon.  Friend   I 
would  not  venture  to  indicate.       [Mr.  T, 
M.    Healy  :    Bussell.]       I    have     no 
doubt  there  are  many  equally  influential 
Members  who  follow  my  hou.  Friend ; 
but  I  ask  them  to  consider  what  they 
have   got,   aud  I  couple  that  with  the 
question,    '^  What    did    they   expect  to 
get  ?  "      Nothing  ?      Oh,  no.     My  hon. 
Friend  does  himself  an  injustice.     Here 
is  what  my  hon.  Friend  said  on  July  8, 
1893,  now   more   than   12  months  ago. 
No  doubt  he  was  in  presence  of  a  certain 
uneasiness  in  a  section  of  the  Party,  and 
in  order  to  raise  their  spirits  and  encourage 
them  iu  the  good  work,  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  "  Dear  Mr.  White,"  the  Secretary,  I 
believe,  of  the  United  Kingdom  Alliance — 
"  I  (io  not  wonder,"  wrote  my  hon.  Friend, 
*'  at  your  being  a  little  anxious  when  you  see  so 
many  tK)lItfcal  prophets  forecasting  the  course 
nf  Ptibnc  Business  and  studiously  avoiding  any 
nieotion  of  the  Government's  Liquor  Traffic 
(Control)  Bill ;  but  1  do  not  think  jqu  need  be 
much  troublecl  on  that  account.     It  is  evident 
now  that  after  the  Irish  Bill  has  been  got  out  of 
the    House   of    Commons   we   shall  have    an 
Autumn  Session  to  forward  the  measures  pro- 
mised in  the  Queen's  Speech.      Surely  you  need 
not  be  under  the  apprehension  that  the  Liquor 
Traffic  (Control)  Bill  will  be  suddenly  dropped 
out  of  the  list."    • 
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Then  my  bon*  Friend  went  on  to  give 
Ills  raasoBfi  iti  tbeae  doabtiog  friends, 
fie  aaid'^    . 

^  Itemember  f^so  how  giU.lai>tly  Sir  William 
Haroourt,  who  takes  chargie  of  the  Bill,  U^ 
tiailed  his  toloafs  to  the  mftat.  There  iff  not  t)ie 
eligfbtef t  ^tidenoe  that  tbe  aaveifimant  b^ye 
anj  disposition  to  play  fast  and  loose  with  the 
Bill,  but  they  could  not  do  so  eren  if  they  had 
each  a  ill  imposition.  Lord  Bosehery  has  ditelai^d 
that  the  temperance  men  are  the  backbone  of 
tb^  TJberal'  P&rty.  Is  ft  possible  to  suppose 
•Ifant  the  (ihdvemment«  haying  finally  estrangetl 
the  great  drink  monopoly  by  introducing  the 
Bill,  will  straightway  proceed  to  alienate  the 
Tempemnce  *  Party  by  Snthrimwinig  il  /  It  is 
.<lifficult  enough  for  a  Government  to  get  on 
nowadays  when  supported  by  one  Party,  but 
when  it  is  supported  by  neither  Party  it  is  easy 

to  see  what  will  become  of  it Our 

friends  need  have  no  fear.  Our  position  is  grow- 
ing stronger  every  tlay/" 

The  Autumn  Session  came  and  passed, 
snd  tbe  Liquor  Traffic  (Control)  Bill 
did  not  dome  with  it ;  aind  now,  12  months 
After  that  letter  was  written,  this  Bill  Is 
actnally  withdrawn.  Mj  hon.  Friend 
prophesied  on  grownd«,  no  doubt,  which 
justified  prediction  at  the  time.  He 
declared  tlMkt  the  Bill  would  not  be  witb- 
di*awn,  and  indicated  if  it  were  that  tbe 
Temperance  Thirty,  who  are  the  backbone 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  would  withdraw 
their  support  from  tb6  Government.  I 
have  no  doubt  mj  bon.  Friend  meant 
what  he  said  at  tbe  time,  and  I  wait  to 
hear  what  be' means  now.  In  any  case 
I  have  T}o  doubt  tbe  Grovernment  and 
the  Chadcellor  of  the  Exchequer  have 
rightly  ganged  his  threats,  and  tbey  have 
concluded  thai,  on  the  whole,  of  all  the 
eections  of  tbe  House  to  whom  they 
are  obliged  to  le^k,  the  temperance 
aeetioB  is  tbe  one  which  tbey'  can 
oegloet  wiUii  the  most  absolute  safety. 
I  can 'only  congratulate  the  G-overnment 
OB  the  snceess  of  their  strategy  and  ou 
the  docility  of  their  followers.  I  believe 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  said  that  every  man 
had  his  pride,  and  that  the  height  of 
stateBmanstiip  was  to  knoW  how  to  buy 
men-  cheap.  If  Sir  Robert  Walpole  were 
alive  novV  he  woold,  T  think,  be  lost  in 
ikdminEition  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, whd  buys  his  Party  so  cheaply 
that  they  take  his  promlsisory  notes  as  if 
they  had  some  real  and  substantial  valne. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  (Leeds, 
Central)  said,  he  was  surprised  that  no 
one  had  risen  to  answer  the  last  ^eeoh — 
or,  rather,  be  was  not  surprised,  for  the 


simple  reason  that  the  speeeh  was  ua- 
»D8wer»ble.  It  proved  th^  tbe  Session 
!weuld  be  extended  far'  beyond  the  end  of 
Angbst^  or  eAa&  iJiat  it  would  be  neoes- 
sary  to  have  a  fresh  slaughter  of  the 
ianoosriis.  .  As  to  the  Sight  Hours 
'(Minerb)  Bill,  tbe  right  bon.  Gentleman 
said  that  in  giving  faoiltties  to  this 
measure  he  was  taking  no  nn^sHal  or 
u&t>rededeDted  course.  It  was  possible 
that  the  course,  was  not  eotiraly  unpre- 
oedentedf  though  the  right  hoiu  Gealde- 
fDan  bad  to  g6  baok  £0  years  for  a  piB- 
oedent,  but  it  waswy  uausuah  He 
was  not  aware'  of  the  circnmstandes 
which  aceompaaied  the  oceurrenoe  to 
which  the  vight  hon.  Gentlemaa  alluded. 

'  *  SiE  W.  HfARCOCTRX  :  I'here  are'^a 
good  many  other  precedents. 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  only  qnoted  one, 
and  be  must  repeat  that  even  if  the  Go- 
vernment's action  was  not  unprecedented, 
it  was  very  uuusuaL      The  Bill  was  not 
a  Government  measure,  nor  was  it  sup- 
ported by  all  the  Members  of  tbe  Go- 
vernment.     It  was  of  a  highly  contro- 
versial   character,    and     had .  a     con- 
siderabk     number    of     oppooents     on 
both  sides  of  the  House.     Yet  it  was 
selected  for  disousMiou  at  the  expen$e 
of    other    Bills    which    wero  originally 
induded  in  tbe  Government  Programme. 
Tbe  Ooverument  would  not  state  what 
were  the  facilities  which  they  promised  ; 
and  it  might  be  assumed,  therefore,  that 
a  certain  number  of  days  were  to  be 
given  to  the  Committee  stage,  and  that  if 
tbe  Bill  were  not  through  then  it  would 
he  dropped  and; no  further  facilities  would 
be    allowed   for   it.      What   were     the 
Cbanoellor  of  tbe  Exohequer^s  reasons 
for  this  extraordinary  action  r     He  was 
unfortunately  unable  to  be  present  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  his  state- 
ment on .  the  previous  day,  but  be  had 
since  carefully  read  the  speech  and  had 
discovered  two.  reasons  for  the  attitude 
taken  np  by  tbe  Leader  of  the  House. 
He  first  s%id  that  the  Bill  was  of  great 
importance,  and  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
pronouncing  an   opinion  upon  it ;   and, 
secondly^  that   the  Government  having 
taken  the  whole  time  of  the  House,  and 
the  dill   having  a  favourable  position, 
the    Government  were    bound  to  give 
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facilities  for  the  House  to  ^OBonnoe  an 
opinion  on  it.  These  reasons  were/ Terr 
nasatisfactorj*  It  might  be  said  that 
the  Government  had  given  a  pledge  to 
the  Representatives  of  the  miners  who 
wera  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  But  why 
was  that  pledge  given  ?  He  had  sought 
for  the  reason,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
investigation  he  remembered  thai  the 
Prime  Minister  in  platform  speeobes  had 
made  references  to  the  Bill  which  must 
have  influenced  the  Government*  At 
£dinbarghy  on  March  17,  the  Prime 
Minister  said  that  the  Bill  would  have 
the  great  mass  of  the  Governraent  sup- 
port, and  would  be  given  a  daj  and  every 
facility  consistent  witli  the  work  of  the 
Session.  They  would  spare  no  efforts, 
as  individual  Ministers,  to  pass  it  into 
law.  But  the  noble  Lord  went  further, 
and  later,  at  St.  James's  Hall,  said  that 
the  Government  had  promised  Govern- 
ment support  of  the  Bill,  and  that  was  a 
recognition  of  the  Government's  viewing 
this  new  force  as  one  on  which  it  must 
rest  for  support.  He  would  point  out 
the  difference  of  tone  between  these 
utterances  of  the  PHmo  Minister  and  the 
statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. Lord  Rosebery  said  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  fs^i  ve  the  measure  their  cor- 
dial support  and  would  try  to  pass  it  through 
Parliament.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer simply  stated  that  the  subject 
was  important,  and  that  the  promoters 
had  been  successful  in  the  ballot.  Some- 
thing must  have  happened  in  the  interval  ; 
and  he  would  suggest  that  he  was  not 
far  from  the  mark  when  he  said  that  the 
Goremment  had  found  that  there  was 
much  more  opposition  to  the  measure  on 
their  own  side  of  the  House  than  they 
had  supposed.  I'erhaps  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Newcastle  had  reminded  the 
Government  that  his  views  were  not  the 
same  as  the  Prime  Minister's.  He  him- 
self protested  against  the  course  which 
had  been  adopted  ;  and  he  hoped  that  if 
this  Motion  were  pressed  to  a  Division 
those  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  who 
were  opposed  to  the  Bill  would  join  in 
protesting  against  exhausting  the  time 
and  energies  of  the  House  for  these 
exceptional  facilities,  which  ought  never 
to  have  been  given. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
said,  that  practically   the  hon.  Member 
complained  of  the  Government's  taking 
Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 


the  liberty  to  arrange  their  business  as 
they  thought  best,  and  without  consulting 
him.  The  real  answer  to  the  speeches  of 
the  light  hon.  Members  for  Bristol  and 
Birmingham  was  this :  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  submitted  a 
modest  programme  for  the  end  of  the 
Session.  The  complaint  of  hon.  Grentle- 
men  was  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  wrong  in  supposing  that  the 
programme  could  be  carried  out  by  the 
end  of  August.  If  it  could  not,  what 
would  happen  ?  What  ought  to  happen  ? 
That  hon.  Gentlemen  ought  to  sit  on 
into  September  until  the  programme  was 
carried  through.  He  was  really  an  im- 
partial '^bottle-holder"  in  the  matter; 
for,  while  he  greatly  admired  the 
stalwart  spirit  of  Ministers  and  of  the 
Members  round  them,  the  state  of  his 
health  would  deprive  him  of  the 
pleasure  of  taking  part  in  their 
heroic  determination  to  carry  this 
programme.  He  was  not,  therefore, 
concerned,  unless,  as  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  had  suggested,  the  House 
went  on  sitting  till  November,  wh«i  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  state  of  his  healtii 
would  permit  him  to  come  back.  There 
was  another  point  to  whioh  he  wished  to 
call  attention.  His  oomplatnt  was  that 
the  programme  was  not  larger.  There 
was  one  subject  on  which  he  had  hoped 
to  hear  some  statement  made  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  They  had 
heard  a  good  deal  about  the  Newcastle 
Programme.  The  House  was  aware  that 
the  Government  Party  had  the  advantage 
of  what  might  be  called  a  Liberal  Parlia- 
ment. Delegates  from  all  the  Liberal 
Associations  throughout  the  country  met 
occasionally  and  laid  down  what  they 
thought  ought  to  be  the  programme  4)f 
the  Liberal  Party.  That  they  did  at 
Newcastle  before  the  last  Election,  and 
their  programme  had  been  accepted  by 
the  leaders  of  the  Party.  Since  then 
there  had  been  another  meeting  of  this 
Liberal  Parliament  at  Leeds,  and  it 
passed  a  resolution  declaring  that  it  was 
desirable  and  necessary  that  any  Bill 
passed  through  the  House  of  Commons 
should  become  law  during  the  same 
Session.  The  meeting  called  upon  the 
Leaders  of  the  Liberal  Party  to  give 
effect  to  that  view  in  the  present  Parlia- 
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ment  Of  ooane«  one  ooald  quite  'Uttdev* 
Btand  that  after  the  fatignes  and  labours 
of  the  Session  Mioisto^  were  notpve- 
pared  to  go  into  the  question  exiiaustively 
during  the  present  Session  ;•  still  they 
ought  to  have  some  understanding  with 
Ministers  thatthey  nn  their  partaceepted 
iu  its  entirety  the  resolutioaof  <the  Leeds 
Conference,  and  that  they  would  table  a 
Bill  which  they  should  propose  toearry, 
if  not  in  this,  at  all  events  in  the  enituing. 
Session.  The  ChaBoel]or  of  the  Ezehe* 
Quer  had  already  pvojeoted  his  mind  into 
Vne  next  Session.  He.  had  told  them 
what  Bills  were  to  be  bnought  in  ;  would 
he  add  the  information  whether  the  Gro*- 
vernraei^t  Bills  would  include  one  altering 
the  present  methods  of  ParliameDtary 
procedure  ?  Speaking  not  only  for  him* 
self,  bnt  for  a  hirge  namber  of  fiadieals 
in  the  country,  there  would  be  very 
great  dissatisfaction  if  something  was 
not  done  in  this  matter  very  soon. 
If  there  was  not  an  announcement 
at  the  commencement  'of  next  Session 
that  the  Government  accepted  the 
resolution  of  the  Leeds  Conf^vnte 
as  the  irreducible  minimum,  he  was 
afraid  it  would  be  necessary  for  those 
who  agreed  with  hun  to  take  active 
measures,  eith^  by  Resolution  or  by 
Amendments,  in  order  to  ask  the  Go- 
vernment to  express  their  views  and 
submit  the  question  to  the  House  upon 
these  matters. 

Sir  W.  WEDDERBUBN  (Banff- 
shire) said,  he  should  like  to  say  a  word 
with  regard  to  the  neglect  of  the  House 
of  Indian  affairs.  The  people  of  India 
were  almost  in  despair  at  the  habitual 
disregard  of  their  grievances.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  Goverumeat  to  bold  the 
balance  as  between  competing  claims  and 
interests,  and  to  see  that  fair  play  was 
given  to  those  who  had  no  Bepresenta* 
tives  in  this  House  and  no  votes  to  give 
to  the  Government. 

•SiE  J.  LUBBOCK  (Loudon  Uuiver- 
fiity)  said,  he  was  very  much  surprised 
at  the  selection  which  the  Government 
had  made  of  Bills  which  they  had  deter* 
mined  to  press  forward.  The  Evicted 
Tenants  Bill  referred  to  but  a  compara- 
tively small  number  of  persons.  The 
Equalisation  of  Rates  Bill,  again,  dealt  i 


with  a  v^ry  complicated  and  dilEcult 
question.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
quer  said,  that  it  wpuld  be  supported  by 
the  majoirity  of  Loudon  Members.  That 
might  be  so,  for  it  transferred  Urg^sums 
from  some  28  districts  to  40  others.  It 
was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  it  would 
be  supported  by  the  representatives  of 
most  of  .  the  40,  though  it  had  by  no 
means  their  unanimous  support,  because 
some  .  of  them  felt  that,  though 
they  might  gain  for  the  moment,  still 
it  would  offer,  such  inducement  to  ex* 
travagance  that  they  would  suffer  in  the 
loQg  run.  Moreover,  if  the  principle 
was  adopted  for  London  it  must  be  ex- 
tended to  the  rest  of  the  country.  Theu 
the  Government  wpre  going  to  give 
facilities  to  the  Eight  Hours  Bill,  and  he 
should  like  to  make  an  appeal  on  behalf 
of  the  Shops  Early  Closing  Bill.  The 
Shops  Bill  relieved  not  men  only,  but 
would  be  a  precious  boon  to  agreatnumber 
of  women  and  young  persons  who  had  xio 
votes,  and  were  on  that  very  account  espe- 
cially entitled  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  Secondly,  it  dealt  not  with  eight 
hours,  but  with  persons  working  12  and 
even  1 4  hours ;  and,  thirdly,  it  rested  on 
a  unanimous  Resolution  of  the  House,  sup- 
ported by  Her  Majesty^s  Government. 
He  greatly  regretted  that  they  had  taken 
no  steps  to  promote  a  measure  which 
was  not  controversial,  and  the  import- 
anoe,  he  might  say  the  necessity,  of 
which  they  had  themselves  recognised. 

•Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  said, 
the  Government  was  already  responsible 
for  a  laige  expenditure  of  the  time  of 
the  House,  and  had  in  fact  practically 
taken  the  whole  time  of  the  Session  at  a 
period  early  beyond  all  precedent.  That 
being  so,  they  ought  to  have  been  a  little 
modest  in  theirdemands  for  the  remainder 
of  the  Session,  and  the  Bills  they  pro- 
posed to  press  forward.  As  a  London 
Member  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  the 
Equalisation  of  Rates  Bill,  and  he  and 
those  who  thought  with  him  on  this  ques- 
tion, although  they  were  in  favour  of  a 
re^arrangement  of  local  taxation  under 
which  the  poor  should  pay  less  and  the 
rich  pay  more,  must  necessarily  occupy 
some  of  the  time  of  the  House  in  pointing 
out  that  under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill 
in  some  cases  the  poor  would  have  to 
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pay  more  while  the  rich  would  obtain  a 
benefit  which  they  had  no  desire  to  hare 
conferred  npon  them.  It  must  be  re* 
membered  that  this  measure  wontd  be  the 
foundation  upon  which  future  proposalsfor 
effecting  enormous  changes  in  relatioik  to 
local  taxation  would  be  based,  and  therefore 
It  was  only  right  that  it  should  receive 
adequate  discussion  before  it  became  law. 
He  had  done  all  in  his  power  to  secure 
the  passing  of  the  Bttifding  Societies 
Bill,  the  progress  of  which  was  stopped 
by  one  of  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment. That  would  be  a  most  -useful 
measure,  because  it  was  hoped  that  it 
would  put  an  end  to  any  eases  of  fraud 
and  Irregularities  that  might  exist  in  some 
of  these  societies.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  Government  bad  acted  very  fairly  by 
the  House  in  picking  out  from  among  the 
numerous  private  Members'  Bills  the 
Eight  Hours  Bill  for  advancement  simply 
because  it  was  promoted  by  one  of  their 
own  supporters.  The  Evicted  Tenants 
Bill  was  of  a  most  revolutionary  cha- 
racter, and  if  it  were  not  for  political 
considerations  no  human  being  on  either 
«ide  of  the  House  would  support  it. 
That  Bill  would  have  to  be  resisted  to 
the  utmost,  and  the  time  that  would  be 
occupied  in  discussing  it  must  necessarily 
be  considerable.  In  addition  to  the  time 
that  would  be  required  for  the  discussion 
of  the  measure  to  which  he  had  referred, 
a  considerable  further  portion  of  the  time 
of  the  House  would  have  to  be  occupied 
In  bringiug  forward  questions  arising  on 
Supply.  The  programme  of  the  Govern- 
ment, therefore,  was  a  sham  one,  and  had 
merely  been  brought  forward  by  the 
Government  with  the  hope  of  keeping 
the  various  eections  of  their  supporters  in 
good  humour.  In  his  opinion,  all  that 
the  Government  should  demand  of  the 
House  was  that  they  should  pass  the 
necessary  Votes  in  Supply,  and  perhaps 
one  or  two  non-contentious  Bills,  and 
then  allow  them  to  separate  for  their 
well-earned  holiday, 

Mr.  a.  J,  BALFOUR  (Manchester, 
£.)  :  There  appears  to  be  a  general 
agreement  between  the  two  aides  of  the 
House  that  the  end  of  August  probably 
represents  the  limit  of  Parliamentary 
eudurauce  ;  and  not  a  single  word,  I  was 
glad  to  notice,  fell  from  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
quer  to  contradict  the  opinion,  of  which 

Mr.  Bartley 


he  himaelf  was  the  •xpooent  earlier  in 
the  year,  that  if  this  House  is  to  oontinne 
adequately  to  dtaoharge  ito  loErcttoos,  if 
the  health  ef  its  Members  i&  to  be  pre- 
served, if  the  whole  maehiuery  of  legis- 
lation is  not  to  break  down  by  being 
overstrained,  it  is  absolutely  aeoessary 
that  the  holidays  this  year  should  not  be 
deferred  io  some  exitiavagan tly  late  period. 
We  do  not  differ  on  that  point*  But  we 
do  differ  with  regard  to  the.poiasibility  of 
carrying  out  that  programme  which,  with 
ooDscKMis  or  unconscious  hnmonr,  the 
Chancellor  of  the.  Exobequer  presented 
to  as  yesteidayv  for  the  purpose,  as  he 
told  vSf  of  bringing  the  Session  rapidly 
to  a  close.  I  do  not  think,  Sir,  such  a 
stateoMot  ever  was  so  prefaced  in  the 
annals  of  Pavlkmenr.  When  I  heard  the 
welcome  words  el  the  right  bon.  Gentle- 
nan,  I,  for  my  part,  thought  that  some 
modest  proposals,  of  legislation  were 
going  to  drop  from  his  lips,  and  that  he 
was  going  to  tell  us  that,  after  one  Bill, 
or  at  most  two  Bills^  of  no  very  conten- 
tious character  had  been  disposed  of,  the 
House  might  theki  deal  with  the  great 
questions  raised  by  Snpply,  and  might 
then  amicably  prorogue  in  tbe  third  week 
in  August,  or  perhaps  as  late  as  tbe 
fourth  week  in  that  month.  But  when 
the'  Chuncellor  of  the  Exchequer  began 
to  develop  his  programme  there  was  not 
a  man  on  either  side  of  the  House  who 
did  not  know  in  his  heart  that  the  colcu- 
lations  as  regards  time  with  which  that 
plan  was  accompanied  were  absolutely 
ludicrous  and  absolutely  impossible,  and 
therefore  were  likely  to  raise  fallaoious 
hopes  iq  the  minds  of  his  hearers,  if  they 
raised  any  emotions  at  all  except  those 
of  ridicule.  We  are  accustomed  to  such 
calculations  at  the  beginning  of  a  Session. 
Every  Government  that  I  have  ever 
heard  of  always  begins  the  Session  by 
promising  their  followers  and  the  country 
a  programme  in  the  Queen's  Speech 
which  persons  of  a  less  sanguine  tem- 
perament than  Governments  are  at  that 
period  of  the  year  wop  Id  know  could 
never  be  really  carried  out.  But '  we 
forgive  that.  We  have  ail  done  it.  But 
what  we  do  complain  of  is  that  the  youth- 
ful folly  which  is  excusable  in  February 
should  piake  its  appearance  on  the  18th  of 
July.  By  that  time  the  spirit  of  sober 
seriousness  should  come  over  a  Govern- 
ment ;  they  should  have  sown  their  wild 
oats  ;  they   should  know  what  it  is  that 
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K£e  can  give  and  what  life  Oftnaot  give ; 
aad  really,  afc.a.{>eriod  when  the  Seiiqioii 
is  approaehuig.  thenatorai.  term  of  its 
exieteiiee,  to  indulge  iotheee  illusory 
hopes  and  vaiu  dreaqoaof  taiiwm  glory  is 
ae  foolish  as  it  iS' fop.a.  ieptaagOMurisn 
to  iodolge  in  visions  whioh  we '  all 
adiBtre  .  in  yosths  of  18  I  or  men-  of 
2d*  I  do. '  not  know  that  there  is 
any tiiiag  that  I  oan  add  that  >will  itt« 
crease  the  force  of  that  pregnant  silmaoac 
or  forecast- el  ouv  time  twhoch  was  givt^a 
to  tiie  Hoose  by  my  right,  hon.  iFriend 
the  Memher  for  West  l^rmingham..  He 
went  through  the  promises  of  the  <3rO«- 
vernment  item  by  item.  He  cut  down  to 
the  narrowest  limits  the  amount  ol  time 
whieb  would  be  taken  by  each  oftliose 
items  in  torn  ;  and  he  showed,  J  tbink^ 
to  demonstration*— «t  ail  ervents^  no  ref  n* 
tation  has  been  attempted-^that  \i  all  dM 
other  things  pnooiised  by  the  Govern^ 
ment  wove  pei^onndd  it'  wae  absolotely 
impossible*  to  leave  a  single  henr  to  ^ 
given  to  .the  Evioited  Tenants  Bill,  the 
consideration  o£  which  we  are  about  to 
commenea  How  is  it.  that  the  Govern* 
mant  have  beeor  led  to  such  a  very  dif« 
ferent  cooclasioq  ?  I  thjnk  I  can  point 
out  how  it  is.  that- the. Bight  horn  Gen tle^^ 
man  has  made  his  false.. ealcolatiom 
The  right  hen.  Gentleman  made  a 
most  extraordinary  calculation  which  will 
not  stand  a:  moment's  examinattoow  .  In 
the  first  place,  it  cut  out  all  discussion  of 
Supplementary  Estimates.  Why  ?  What 
is  it  that  takes  time  in  the  discussions  of 
Supply  ?  It  is  the  discussion  of  the 
action  of  the  Go«tornment,  and  questions 
can  he  raised  just  as  well  upon  the  Snp«> 
plementary  Bsrimates  as  npon  the  main 
Estimates.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
however,  made  a-  mere  imporhtni  and  a 
more  curious  error,  when,  like  other  statis- 
ticians, he  insisted  on  taking  as  the  basis 
of  his  calculation  the  figuses  that 
happened  to  -  suit  him,  and  leaving  abso- 
lutely out  of  account  all  the  figures. tiiat 
did  not  happen  to  suit  him.  He  took  the 
years  1891  aad  1893.  Why  did  he  not 
take  1890,  or  0889,  dr  1888,  or  1687  ? 
When  you  are>  dealing  with  averages  u  is 
always  well  not  to  take  too  small  a  basis 
on  which  to  build  your  superstructure. 
If  the  right  houi  Gentleman  had  -taken 
the  average  of  all  the  years  during  whioh 
he  led  the  Opposition  he  would  have 
found  the  figures  as  to  the  time  given  to 
Supply  very  different  from  those  which 


he  produced.  The  figure  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  was  37^  days, 
and  the  average  number  of  daya  occupied 
with  Supply  in  Che  yeara  to  which  Ihav^ 
referred  was  38.  The  right  hen.  Gentle* 
man  should  have  included  the.  supple*- 
mentary  Estimates  in  his  calculations, 
but  I  oheerved- that  in  the  years  he  gave 
thedifference  between  Supplementary  and 
othm*  Estimates  was  four  or  five  daye. 
The  total  number  of  days  in  1898^  which 
was.  an  exceptional  year,  was^  including 
the  Supplementary  Estimates,  34. 

thiB  W.  HARCOUET  :  No,  38  ;  and 
indndied  nine  supplementary  days. 

Mm  A.  J.  BALFOUR  i  My  figures 
are  carefully  made,  and,  though  I  have 
not  the  figures. excluding  the  Supplement 
taiy  Estimates,  I  make  the  average 
number.,  of  days  occMpied,  excluding 
1892,  to  be  38.  If  that  average  is  going 
to  be  adopted  by  the  Home,  then  the 
calculations  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  are  ludicrously  off  the  mark. 
The  second  mistake  made  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  is  with  regard 
to  non-*coutentious  business.  He  assumed 
not  only  throughout  his  speech,  but 
throughout  the  supplementary  interrupt 
tions  with  which  be  greeted  the  right 
hon.'Member  for  West  Birmigbam  (Mr. 
J,.  Chamberlain),  that  a  non<*contentious 
Bill  was.  a  Bill  that  was  not  debated. 
That  is  not  the  definition  of  a  non*con* 
tentions  Bill.  A  non»contentious  Bill  is 
a  Bill  on  which  Parties  are  not. keenly 
divided,  upon  which  there  is  no  desire  to 
run  counter  to  the  general  principle 
of  the  measure ;  but  it  does  not 
mean,  and  never  has  meant  in  our 
Pkirliamentary  vocabulary,  a  measure 
which  do  not  require  amendment  and 
discussion  and  full  consideration  by  the 
House  in  its  various  stages.  And  if  you 
refuse  to  give  to  so-called  non-contentious 
Bills  the  amount  of  discussion  they 
require,  the  result  will  be  that  your  legis- 
lation will  be  full  of  blunders  whioh  will 
have  to  be  corrected,  and  you  will  throw 
upon  the  House  of  Lords  work  which 
you  ought  to  have  luidertakeu,  but  which, 
no  doubt,  they  are  quite  as  capable  of 
performing  as  you  are,  if  you  choose 
deliberately  to  divest  yourselves  of  the 
duties  with  which  your  constituents  have 
entrust^  you.  The  third  blunder  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  which 
affects  the  Results  of  his  calculation, 
reUtes  to  "^Xc  Evicted  Tenants  Bill.     It 
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would  be  entirely  out  of  plaoe  bere  to 
discuss  tbat  measure  even  in  tbe  most 
cursory  manner  ;  but  to  suppose  tbat  tbe 
House  is  not  going  to  debate  a  measure 
like  tbat,  wbich,  thougb  it  is  not  a  long 
measure,  bristles  in  every  clause  witb  new 
principles  and  tbe  new  application  of  old 
principles,  and  witb  new  maobiuery  is 
surely  absolutely  ludicrous.  Wbat  con- 
stitutes fair  discussion  ?  I  will  give  the 
rigbtbon.  Gentleman  a  measure  of  fair  dis- 
cussion ;  I  will  give  bim  a  standard  by 
wbicb  fair  discussion  may  be  approxi- 
mately estimated.  Tbe  Government  of 
wbicb  be  is  a  Member,  in  tbeir  wisdom, 
decided  to  establish  a  Scotch  Grand 
Committee.  Tbat  Committee  was  de- 
liberately created  by  them  as  an  instru- 
ment for  tbe  rapid  discussion  of  tbe 
measures  entrusted  to  it.  One  measure, 
and  only  one  measure,  was  entrusted  to 
tbat  Committee.  It  was  a  measure  non- 
controversial  in  its  general  character,  and 
a  measure  upon  which  no  Division  bad 
been  taken  on  tbe  Second  Reading.  It 
was  a  measure  constructed  upon  similar 
lines  to  tbe  English  Bill,  wbicb  bad  been 
most  thoroughly  threshed  out  in  the 
House  within  the  last  six  or  eight  months. 
It  was  entrusted  to  a  Committee  composed 
of  tbe  most  business-like  section  of  the 
House,  countrymen  of  my  own,  who 
notoriously  measure  their  words,  and 
press  into  the  briefest  i)ossible  compass 
wbat  they  feel  it  incumbent  upon  them  to 
say.  It  will  be  admitted,  I  think,  that 
if  ever  there  was  an  instrument  calculated 
rapidly  to  go  through  tbe  details  of  a 
Bill  the  Scotch  Grand  Committee  was 
that  instrument.  And  what  has  been 
tbe  result?  It  has  been  occupied  14 
days  over  the  Bill,  and  the  Government 
who  are  in  charge  of  the  measure  find  at 
the  end  that  they  could  not  carry  the  Bill 
in  its  entirety  without  unduly  prolonging 
the  labours  of  tbe  Committee.  They 
have  therefore  thrown  over  one  part  of 
their  scheme,  the  discussion  upon  which 
is  not  finished  yet.  If  that  is  what  is 
done  iu  a  Committee,  not  of  the  whole 
House,  but  of  60  or  70  Members — al>out 
a  tenth  part  of  tbe  size  of  the  whole 
House — on  a  measure  which  is  uncontro- 
versial  and  is  strictly  upon  the  lines  of 
legislation  already  passed  in  th«  House, 
what  are  we  to  expect  ^gle  won  which 
has  to  be  discussed  in  a  ithe  righf  670 
gentlemen,  which  is  entirelj^f  the  li/n  all 
its  proposals  and  in  all  itspon,  of  wh'rh 
.i^r.  A,  J.  Balfour 


is  so  far  from  being  nncontroversial  that 
it  probably  will  raise  more  bitter  con- 
troversies tlian  any  iegislaticm  introduced 
into   this  House  since  tbe  Crimes  Act 
was  discussed  and  passed,  aud  the  dis- 
cussion of  which  is  not  to  be  carried  on 
by  Scotchmen,  but  is  to  be  carried  on  by 
Irishmen  ?  If  this  anoootroyersial  Scotch 
Bill  took  14  days  in  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee for  one  of'  its  stages,  bow  long  is 
tbe  same  stage  going  to  take  in  this 
House,  when  the  Bill  is  discussed  by  670 
gentlemen,  or,  rather,  by  all  who  are  left 
alive,  during  the  next  three  or  four  weeks? 
It  is  really  absurd  for  any  Government 
to  be •  so  wilfully,  or,  at  all  events,  so 
fatuously    blind   as   to  suppose   that  a 
measure  of  this  kind,  though  it  only  eon- 
sists  of    eight  clauses,  is  going  to  get 
through  this  House  without  an  ezpeni^ 
ture  of  Parliamentary  time,  Parliamentaiy 
labour,    and    Parliamentary    discussion, 
which  of  itself  would  be  sufficient  aheo- 
lutely  to  upset  the  calculations  of  the 
Chancellor    of  the  Exchequer.     There 
is  another  Bill,  any  mention  of  whieh 
was    conspicuously    absent     from    the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.   He 
did  allude  in  a  passing  phrase  or  two  to 
the  Mines  Eight  Hours  Bill,  but  be  did 
not  give  us  any  estimate  of  tbe  amoant 
of  time  he  was  prepared  to  give  to  th» 
discussion  of  that  measure  or  the  number 
of  stages  that  measure  was  to  beallowedL 
to  pass  through  under  the  protection  oF 
the  Government.     I  quite  agree  that  tho^ 
Eight   Hours  Bill  is  a  most  importanK^ 
question,  and  it  may  or  may  not  be  righC^ 
to  give  time  for  that  Bill ;  but  what  ii^^ 
not  right  is  that  the  Government  should^ 
ask  this  weary  and  jaded  House,  after  l&^ 
months  of  almost  continuous  work,  to  si^V 
down  and  deal  in  Committee  with  thi^^ 
Bill  for  an  indefinite  period  and  witbou'^B 
any  pledge  from  the  Government  or  an^^^ 
decided  hope  being  held  out  either  to  ntf^ 
or  to  the  miners,  or  to  any  section  of  th<a^ 
community,  that  the  labour  so  bestowecS 
will  not  be  absolutely  thrown  away.  Th^^ 
phrase  used  by  the  right  bon.  GentlemaB^ 
in  talking  of  the  Eight  Hours  Bill  w^^ 
that  he  desired  to  have  the  judgment  (0^ 
the  House  upon  it.     Wbat  kind  of  judg" 
ment  is  this  House  capable  of  giving  t^^ 
any  Bill  at  the  end  of  August,   whe^* 
August  will  l)e  the   19th  month   in  suc^-^ 
cession  since  we   began    our    labours    ? 
Everybody  knows  what  a  state  tbe  Houff^ 
will  be  in  at  that  time.     There  will  1*^ 
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200  pairs  or  more.  The  Hoode  Will  be 
reduced — ^I  will  not-saj  %o  the  dregs. 

Sir  W.  HAJRCOUJRT  ;  To  4be  two 
Frout  Benches. 

Mb.  a,  J.  BALFOUR:  There  wiU 
be  a  survival  of  the  most  vigorous  eon- 
stitutioDS.  It  will  be  left  to  those  who 
are  physically  strougestr-^  the  smallest 
fraction  of  the  House.  Hou.  GreDtlemen 
sometimes  argue  as  if  the  House,  when 
there  are  200  pah«,  was  as  well  qualified 
to  represent  the  oouutrjr  as  when  all  the 
Members  are  present.  .  That  is  not  the 
case.  No  doubt  tlve  House  equally  well 
reflects  the  balance  of  Parties,  but  it  does 
not  and  cannot  repre3entr  puUic  opinion 
in  the  «ame  way  as  if  there  were  a  tnll 
attendance.  That  argument  has  lens  weigiht 
when  you  are  dealing  with  business  of  so 
Party  a  character  that,  practically  all  the 
Members  of  one  Party  are  found  in  one 
Lobby  and  all  the  Members  of  the  other 
Party  in  the  other  Lobby.  But  when 
you  are  dealing  with  a  Bill  like  the£igh;t 
Hours  Bill,  where  Party  discipline  is  not 
.  exercised  and  where  the  Divisions  do  not 
correspond  to  the  division  of  Parties,  I 
ask  what  kind  of  reflection  of  the  opinion 
of  the  country  will  be  got  out  of  the  House 
at  the  end  of  August  ?  Whatever  else  it 
may  do,  it  will  not  give  the  country  the 
judgment  of  this  House  on  the  Eight 
Hours  Bill.  I  do  not  know  what  has 
passed  in  private  between  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  miners*  representa^ 
tives ;  but  of  this  I  am  quite  certain  :  that 
if  these  miners'  representatives  either 
have  deluded  themselves  or  have  deluded 
their  constituents  into  the  belief  that  the 
(rovernment  mean  business  over  this  Bill, 
and  really  means  to  get  it  through  the 
House,  they  are  the  most  deluded  even 
among  the  many  deluded  mortals  of  which 
this  Assembly  consists.  All  the  Govern- 
ment want  to  do — a  most  legitimate  object 
— is  to  secure  their  attendance  and  their 
votes  while  they  are  legislating  for  Ire- 
land. When  they  have  legislated  for 
Ireland  I  think  these  gentlemen  will 
And  that,  though  a  day  pr  two  may  be 
tossed  away  in  Committee  for  the  purpose 
•of  airing  this  or  that  clause  or  this  or  that 
provision  of  the  Miners^  Bill,  the  right 
Lon.  Gentleman  (Sir  W.  Harcourt)  has 
no  more^  idea  of  sacri^cing  his  holiday  or 
his  health  for  the  purpose  of  passing  this 
Bill  than  has  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouchere),  who  told  us 
that  he  was  alt  in  favour  of  sjittiug  on 


nntU  October,  though,  for  his  part,  busi- 
ness would  take  him  into  forMgn  parts. 
Sir,  we  all  appreciate  the  difficulties  in 
which  the  Government  find  thettselves,  but 
I  would  put  it  to  all  sections  of  the  House, 
irrespective  of  Party,  whether  we  do  not 
as  a  legislative  machine  exist  for  some 
better  purpose  than  merely  to  reconcile 
the  different  fractions  of  the  Liberal 
Party?  That  is  an  honourable  and 
estimable  taek  to  pursue,  and  anything  I 
can  do  towards  that  end  I  should  be  glad 
to  do.  But  we  may  make  too  great 
sacrifices  even  for  an  object  like  that,  and 
I  think  tl^at  to  ask  us  to  go  through  the 
parade  of  legislation,  when  neither  by 
our  nupibers  nor  by  our  individual  vigour 
we  are  capable  of  really  doing  the  work 
entrusted  to  us,  is  to  destroy  this  House, 
to  injure  its  reputation  in  the  country, 
and  to  greatly  impair  its  power  of  doing 
good  work.  I  say  nothing  of  the  officers 
of  the  House,  because  it  is  easy  to  trot 
out  their  interests  for  the  purposes  of 
debate,  but  I  ask  the  House  to  remember 
that  we.  have  arrived  at  the  end  of  a 
period  of  labour  to  which  Parliamentary 
history  offers  no  parallel  at  all.  I  my- 
self, and  of  course  there  are  many  others, 
have  been  engaged  in  the  active  work  of 
discussing  legislation  continuously  since 
the  1st  of  February  of  last  year.  I  do 
not  believe  that  it  is  physically  possible 
for  Ministers  to  do  the  work  of  this 
House  and  the  work  of  their  offices  if 
they  are  called  upon  to  do  the  work  of 
this  House  for  so  long  a  period.  It  may 
be  that  we  are  blessed  with  Ministers 
who  are  so  richly  endowed  with  physical 
vigour  that  they  are  not  the  slaves  of 
the  weaknesses  which  attach  to  other 
men,  but  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
unless  they  are  these  happily-gifted  and 
exceptional  mortals,  it  is  quite  impossible 
that  they  •'should  be  able  to  give  the 
freshness  of  their  minds  to  their  depart- 
mental work,  and,  at  the  same  time,  carry 
on  the  continuous,  the  wearisome,  and 
the  exhausting  labours  imposed  upon  ns 
by  the  programme  of  the  Government. 
Sir,  I  will  say  no  more  except  again  most 
earnestly  to  urge  the  Government  to 
remember  the  pledge  they  have  given  us 
with  regard  to  the  early  termination  of 
the  Session.  Their  calculation  as  to  the 
time  that  may  be  taken  may  be  right,  or 
our  calculation  may  be  right ;  but  who- 
ever, is  eight,  I  am  conrinced  that  para- 
mot  n^  aboye  the  petty: interests  of  this 
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section  or  that  sectiou,  and  all  the  sdiaU 
coQsidenitions  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  laid  before  ua  U>«>day) 
rises  up  that  extreme  iMoessaly  of  pne* 
venting  the  House  of  Commons,  by  sheet 
exhaustion,  from  losing  all  its  effieacy  for 
public  purposes  and  work  which  caa 
only  have  the  result  of  degrading  ua  in 
the  public  mind  and  of  throwing  on  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  work  which 
it  is  our  business  primarily  to  perform. 

Question  put. 

The     House     divided  :— Ayes     205 ; 
Noes  256.— (Division  List,  No.  187.) 

ORDERS   OF  THE  DAY. 


EVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND)  ARBL 
TRATION  BILL.—(No.  176.) 

SECOND   READIXO. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  rose  to  move  the 
Second  Reading,  when 

The  Marquess  of  CARMARTHEN 
(Lambeth,  Brixton)  said,  he  desired  to 
submit  to  the  Speaker  a  point  of  Order. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  this  Bill 
could  be  proceeded  with  ?  On  April  19 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  J.  Morley) 
asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  entitled 
"The  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill," 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  April  23,  when  it  again  ap- 
peared upon  the  Paper  as  "  The  Evicted 
Tenants  (Ireknd)  Bill."  On  April  30, 
however,  without  notice  or  the  sanction 
of  the  House,  it  appeared  upon  the  Paper 
as  "  The  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbi- 
tration Bill."  That,  he  submitted^  was 
not  a  permissible  change  of  title.  In  Sir 
Erskine  May's  Parliamentary  Practice  he 
found  the  following  passages  : — 

**  It  may  become  necessary,  before  the  Second 
Reading  of  a  Bill,  to  make  considerable  changes 
in  its  provisions,  which  can  only  be  accom- 
plished at  this  stage  by  discharging  tJbe  Order 
for  the  Second  Reading  and  withdrawing  the 
Bill.  If  a  change  of  title  be  necessary,  the  prac- 
tice is  to  order  the  Bill  to  be  withdrawn,  and  to 
move  subsequently  for  leave  to  bring  in  another 
Bill.  {Cheers.}  But  where  the  Bill  is  with- 
drawn, for  the  purpose  of  making  numerous 
Amendments,  without  any  change  of  title,  a 
simpler  form  of  proceeding  is  adopted." 

He  submitted  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  practice   here   explained,   this  Bill 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


oQght  to  be  withdifiwQ^  aqd  another  ia*- 
troduced  in  its  place. 

^MRi  6P£AE£Bi  ASiA  h^s  altfays 
two  titles,  a  long  title,  as  it  is  caUed,  and 
a  short  ti^le.  The  I6a^  title  is^  the  go- 
verning title  of  die  Bill,  and  leave  is  given 
toi  bring  in  the  measure  according  to  the 
long  tide,  which  remains  the  same  in 
tbi»  case  as  it'  was  wh^n  thb  Bill  wa« 
brcwght  in.  That  title  is  '^  A  Biit  1o 
Paciiitnte  and  make  Provision  for  the 
Restoration  of  Evi(9led  Tenants  to  their 
Holdings  in  Ireland.**  The  noble 
Lord  says  that  <  on  the  Ordel* 
Paper  to-day  It  is  called  •*  The 
Erieted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration 
Bifl.**  The  fact  is,  that  the  short  title  of 
a  Bill  which  appears  on  the  Order  Book 
is  to  be  regarded  as  a  mere  marginal  note 
at  the  end  of  the  Bill,  and  the  title  of  this 
Bill  has  been  used  for^the  purpose  of 
convenient  reference  should  the  Bill  paes 
into  law.  If- the  noble  Lord  wilt  look  at 
the  8th  clause  of  the  Bill  he  will  see 
these  words  :  '^  This  Act  may  be  cited 
as  the  Evicted  Tenants  Arbitration  Act, 
1894.**  It  is  in  harmouy  with  this  clause, 
which  declares  what  is  to  be  the  statutory 
short  title  of  the  measure,  that  the  title 
appearing  on  the  Paper  has  been  given 
to  it.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the 
Bill  since  leave  was  given  to  introduce  it. 
This  title  was  only  given  to  the  &ill  for 
convenience  of  reference,  and  in  order 
that  the  title  on  the  Paper  and  the 
short  title  in  the  Bill  itself  should 
harmonise. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  In  rising  to  move 
the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  I  find 
myself  confronted  by  a  rather  curious 
change  of  position  on  the  part  of  those 
who  resist  the  measure.  An  extraordinary 
and  most  unfortunate  change  seems  at 
the  eleventh  hour  to  have  come  over  the 
temper  and  intentions  of  the  Opposition 
respecting  this  Bill.  I  am  sure  that 
when  the  nature  of  this  change  is  nnder- 
stoocl  it  will  make  a  deep  impression  on. 
the  mind  of  the  House.  On  the  First 
Reading  of  the  Bill  no  attempt  was  made 
to  deny  the  existence  of  a  difficulty  in 
Ireladd  which  It  was  the  duty  of  any 
Government  to  make  every  effort  to  meet. 
Not  every  speaker,  it  is  true,  went  as  far 
as  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bodmin, 
who  B^id — 

**  If  tbey  wished  to  effect  a  permanent  and 
peaceful  settlement  they  must  do  their  best  to 
abate  the  feeling  of  ill-treatment  in  the  past. 
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(uch  a  ooune  would  be  ii^  the  interests  of  all 
larties  ;  and  it  was  .certainly  to  the  interest 
»f  tho0e  who  thought  that  there  might  be  a 
;haQ^  of  AdmiodstratioQ  in  the  near  future 
hat  the  qaertion  shoiild  be  settled,  for  in  what- 
tver  difficalties  this  band  of  dispossesseil  tenants 
night  involve  the  present  W)vernment,  any 
'nture  GFovemment,  with  a  different  political 
XNnpIexion,  would  be  placed  in  infinitelj  worse 
UtBcalties.'* 

That  watf  the  language  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Bodmio,  and  althoagh  every 
other  speaker  did  not  go  as  far  as  my 
right  hoo.  Friend,  even  the  Leader  of  the 
Oppoflition  did  not  deny  the  existence 
of  a  social  and  administrative  diffioulty. 
Then  the  hon.  ancl  learned  Member  for 
Dablin  University  (Mr.  Carson)  said — 

*"He  should  be  certainly  sorry  to  adopt  a 
un  fosgKiHu*  attitude  on  this  question.  He 
knew  enough  of  Ireland  to  say  that  he  belie ve<l 
and  ftlmitted  that  the  question  of  the  evicted 
tenants,  whether  they  were  rightly  or  wrongly 
eTictal  and  whether  they  were  evicted  for 
tbe  purpose  of  advancing  a  particular  class 
of  politics  or  not — that  as  long  as  it  remained 

OBMttled  the  question  of   the  evicteil  tenants 

meuit  a  great  deal  with  reference  to  the  peace 

of  Ireland." 

Well,  the  next  step  was  the  placing, 
insny  weeks,  if  noD  months  ago,  of  a 
QOtiee  on  the  Paper  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell). 
Nothiog  ever  daunts  him.  He  put  an 
Amendment  down  with  a  moderating 
pnwnble.    It  began  in  this  way — 

,  "thJR  House*  while  willing  to  accept 
M  sod  practicable  proposals  for  the  rein- 
statement of  the  evicted  tenants." 

1^  next  step,  however,  was  to  take  out 
^  words,  "just  and  practicable  pro- 
PMak,"  and  it  was  clear  from  this  change 
tbit  the  task  of  resisting  our  plans  had 
^n  taken  out  of  the  hon.  Member's 
^'^  and  €intrnsted  to  those  of  an  irre- 
wneilable  section,  which  would  listen  to 
uo  [HiopoBal,  no  matter  how  just  and 
P^^icable,  no  proposal  for  dealing  with 
Asocial  mischief  whose  gravity  had  been 
fitted  in  all  parts  of  the  House.  But 
^^  we  find  that  a  further  step  has  been 
^®8«  This  section  to  whom  I  would 
^Pplj  Qo  language  worse  than  "  irrecon- 
ciltble" — these  gentleman  would  not  be 
intent  unless  the  Amendment  which  was 
^  express  their  determination  to  resist 
***,  Bill  was  in  a  form  involving  a 
^iberate  retreat  from  the  policy  of  the 
^3th  lection  of  the  Act  of  l«91  and 
^  deliberate  declaratiou  that  gentlemen 
opposite  are  at  last  going  to  take  up  the 
P^ition  which    the    hon.   and    learned 


Member  opposite  (Mr.  Carson)  said  he 
would  not  take  up — the  position  of  no^ 
possumus.  If  the  Amendment  that  is  to 
be  moved  to-night  has  any  meaning, 
that  must  be  the  meaning  attachetl  to  it. 
I  have  never  denied  that  there  are  en- 
lightened and  humane  Irish  landlords, 
but  some  of  them  are  humane  without 
being  enlightened,  and  there  a  few  who 
are  neither  enlightened  nor  humane. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  who  is  to 
move  this  Amendment  belongs,  I  think, 
to  the  second  category.  He  has  never 
shown  an  enlightened  appreciation  of  the 
difficulties  which  surround  this  and  other 
portions  of  the  Irish  question.  I  cannot 
help  saying  that  it  is  a  misfortune  that 
the  Amendment  has  been  taken  out  of  the 
liands  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Tyrone, 
and  has  been  transformed  and  altered, 
and,  taking  the  form  of  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill  root  and  branch,  has  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  an  hon.  Gentleman  who 
belongs  to  that  irreconcilable  section 
whose  lamentable  blindness  has  so  often 
before  now  blighteil  the  cause  of  peace 
and  order  in  Ireland.  Now,  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham is  reported  to  have  said,  and  he 
has  not  denied  the  accuracy  of  the 
report — 

"  1  may  remark  that  1  am  quite  prepared  to 
admit  that  it  is  most  desirable  that  some  equit* 
able  measure  Hbould  be  passeil  in  the  interests 
of  evicted  tenants.  This  can  only  be  accom- 
plished by  an  agreement  between  the  Unionists 
and  Gladstonians." 

Now,  of  course,  it  may  be  said  that  the 
settlement  proposed  in  this  Bill  is  not  an 
equitable  settlement.  Yes  ;  but  if  you 
deny  that,  in  denying  it  do  what 
the  hon.  Member  for  Tyrone  asks  you 
to  do — namely,  say  that  this  Bill  is 
brought  in  to  meet  a  difficulty  which  is 
of  the  utmost  gravity,  and  that  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  it  should  be 
dealt  with  and  removed.  It  was  said 
only  half  an  hour  ago  that  this  Bill 
bristles  with  new  principles.  I  shall  be 
surprised  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  or 
any  of  those  who  sit  beside  him  can 
show  me  that  there  is  one  principle  in 
this  Bill  for  which  a  precedent  cannot  be 
found  in  the  Irish  legislation  of  the  last 
25  years.  The  first  principle  is  the  use 
of  public  money  to  recoup  private  loss. 
That  was  the  basis  of  the  Arrears  Act  of 
1886.  Then  it  is  said  you  have  no  right 
to   resort  to  the  Irish  Church  surplus. 
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There,  agaiD,  I  turn  to  the  Arrears  Act. 
Precisely  the  same  objectioua  could  be 
taken — that  it  was  improper  devotion  of 
the  Irish  Church  surplus  to  use  it  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Arrears  Act.  I  want  to 
know,  in  the  language  employed  in  1882 
by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Midlothian,  to  what  better  use  can 
you  put  the  Church  surplus  or  any 
other  available  fund  in  Ireland  than  to 
the  restoration  of  peace  and  harmonious 
relations  between  landlord  and  tenant  ? 
Then  we  are  told  that  the  principle 
of  compulsion  in  this  Bill  is  in- 
tolerable. There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
principle  of  thrusting  upon  the  landlord 
a  tenant  to  whom  he  objects  is  found  in 
more  than  one  part  of  the  Irish  land 
code.  The  whole  code  is  saturated  with 
the  principle  of  compulsion  to  which  you 
are  going  to  give  such  vigorous  resistance. 
I  should  like  to  point  out,  after  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  a  short  time 
ago,  that  we  are  adopting  no  new  prin- 
ciple when  we  are  asking  the  House  to 
enable  the  arbitrating  tribunal  to  put  upon 
the  landlord  a  tenant  to  whom  he  may 
have  objections.  Do  those  who  use  this 
kind  of  argument  forget  the  free  sale 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  1881  ?  Under 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1881  the 
tenant  is  empowered  to  sell  his  interest, 
but  he  is  obliged  to  serve  a  notice  on 
the  landlord  naming  the  purchaser  and 
the  price  agreed  on,  and,  thereupon,  the 
landlord  has  power  within  the  prescribed 
period,  but  upon  reasonable  grounds,  to 
decline  to  accept  the  purchaser  of  the 
tenant's  interest.  Who  is  to  decide,  ac- 
cording to  the  Act  of  1881,  what  are  or 
are  not  reasonable  grounds  ?  The  Court — 
that  is,  the  Land  Commission.  The  Bill 
of  1881  set  out  four  grounds  which  were 
to  be  held  to  be  reasonable  grounds,  and 
which  might  justify  the  landlord  in  re- 
fusing to  have  this  obnoxious  tenant 
thrust  upon  him.  I  have  not  had  time 
to  look  up  the  cause  of  the  omission  of 
those  grounds,  but  for  good  reasons,  no 
doubt,  these  grounds  were  omitted,  and 
it  is  enacted  in  the  Land  Act  of  1881, 
that  in  the  case  of  dispute,  the  grounds 
of  the  landlord's  refusal  shall  be  decided 
hy  the  Land  Commission.  That  is  ex- 
•actly  what  we  say  here.  We  say  that 
the  tribunal  of  the  three  arbitrators  are 
to  decide  whether  the  landlord's  refusal 
to  accept  the  tenant  they  havfe  ordered 
to  be  reinstated  is  or  is  not  unreasonable. 
Mr.  J.  Morley 


It  is  left  to  them  just  as  in  the  free-sale 
clause,  it  is  left  to  the  Land  Commission. 
In  1891,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Mr.  Balfour)  held  the 
office  I  now  hold,  the  Redemption  of 
Bent  Act  was  passed.  By  that  Act  cer- 
tain classes  of  tenants  could  apply  to 
have  their  rent  redeemed,  and,  if  the  land- 
lord did  not  consent,  then  the  tenaot  was 
entitled  to  go  to  the  Land  CommisBiOin  to 
get  a  fair  rent  lixed  whether  the  land- 
lord liked  it  or  not.  It  is,  therefore,  too 
late  in  the  day  to  take  up  the  position 
that  it  is  an  intolerable  injustice  and  an 
intolerable  invasion  of  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty' that  the  landlord  shall  have  a 
tenant  put  on  him  whom  he  does  not  ap- 
prove of.  The  point  was  greatly  pressed, 
I  think,  by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
and  certainly  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Dublin 
University,  that  we  defined  no  principles 
upon  which  the  tribunal  was  to  go  to 
work.  Well,  to  that  I  have  to  say  that 
the  enormously  important  Act  of  1870, 
in  the  section  dealing  with  the  equities 
of  landlords  and  tenants,  lays  down  no 
principfe  whatever  upon  which  the  Court 
is  to  decide,  and  in  the  Act  of  1881  there 
are  no  directions.  We  had  before  us 
upstairs  two  or  three  days  ago  the  very 
learned  Judge  who  is  the  Chief  Judicial 
Land  Commissioner,  and  in  answer  to 
questions  he  informed  ns  that  the  Legis- 
lature has  abstained  from  embodying  any 
definition  whatever,  or  giving  any  indica- 
tion whatever,  of  what  constitutes  a  fair 
rent  under  the  Act  of  1881.  Here  is  a 
vital  point  in  the  administration  of  the 
Act,  and  yet  we  are  told  by  the  learned 
Judge,  and  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
opposite  (Mr.  Carson)  knows  that  it  is 
so,  that  the  Act  of  1881  contains  none  of 
those  directions  and  definitions  of  prin- 
ciple which  yon  are  so  indignant  with 
us  for  not  having  included  in  this  Bill. 
There  is  one  objection  which  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  took  on  which  I  should 
like  to  say  a  word  or  two.  It  is 
a  detail,  but  not  an  unimportant  de- 
tail. He  said  the  evicted  tenant  may 
have  had  a  rent  fixed  in  1885,  and  if  he 
had  not  been  evicted  he  could  not  hare 
applied  to  have  his  fair  rent  revised  until 
1901.  Is  he,  the  right  hon.  G^ntianan 
asked,  as  a  restored  evicted  tenant  to 
have  the  right  to  get  his  t^nt  revised  in 
1894  ?  No,  Sir,  that  is  not  our  Bill.  It 
is  not  our  intention    that   the  evicted 
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tenant,  generally  speaking,  when  restored 
to  his  holdings  should  have  rights  he 
would  not  have  possessed  had  he  not  been 
evicted.  If  the  first  clause  as  drawn 
can  be  shown  not  to  deal  effectively  with 
this  particular  matter  I  shall  be  prepared 
to  examine  words  for  making,  it  clearer. 
I  may  say  that  the  learned  Judge  who 
presides  over  the  Landed  Estates  Court 
has  restored  hundreds  of  evicted  tenants 
to  their  holdings  on  estates  in  his  Court, 
and  has  in  many  instances — so  I  am  told 
— not  only  reinstated  the  tenants,  but  he 
has  reinstated  them  at  rents  substantially 
lower  than  the  rents  they  originally  paid 
when  they  were  evicted.  Sir,  there  is 
another  more  serious  objection,  I  think, 
on  which  I  should  like  tp  say  a  few 
words,  and  it  is  one  upou  which  I  think 
the  hon.  Member  for  Tyrone  has  dwelt 
in  his  speech  here  and  elsewhere.  I 
mean  the  danger  which  our  proposals  are 
said  to  involve  to  a  new  tenant  who 
should  decline  to  consent  to  the  order 
depriving  him  of  the  holding  and  restor- 
ing the  old  tenant.  According  to  the 
Bill  his  consent  is  necessary,  and  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  and  of  other  gentlemen  is  that 
this  requiring  the  assent  of  the  new 
tenant — who  I  may  perhaps  remind  those 
Members  of  the  House  who  are  not 
familiar  with  these  matters — is  known  as 
a  planter — will  create  a  temptation  to  put 
violent  compulsion  by  outrage  and  other- 
wise on  him  to  secure  the  assent  of  the 
new  tenant.  Can  anybody  suppose  that 
if  there  is  this  resolute  determination  in 
the  minds  of  the  evicted  tenants  or  land 
jobbers  to  drive  out  the  new  tenant — can 
anybody  suppose  that  the  peril  or  hazard 
of  that  determination  taking  an  active 
and  violent  form  would  not  be  just  as 
gieat,  yes  and  much  greater,  if  the 
evicted  tenants,  as  a  body,  were  informed, 
once  and  for  all,  that  the  door  of  hope 
of  facilitating  their  restoration  to  their 
holdings  was  closed  ? 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone, 
S.)  :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
quoted  me,  but  that  is  not  my  position. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  may  have  done 
the  hon.  Gentleman  an  injustice,  but  It 
is  certainly  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
organs  in  the  Press  which  support  the 
views  of  these  hon.  Members,  and  of 
which  we  hear  a  good  deal.  There  may 
be  possible  mischiefs  in  the  proposals 
that  we  make.  It  is  for  you  to  point 
out  the  mischiefs.    I  will  undertake  to 
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say  that,  whi^ver  mischiefs  you  ppint 
out  in  our  plans,  there  is  this  difference 
between  our  pl^ns  and  your  -absence  of 
plans  :  The  mischiefs  in  our  plans  are 
contingent  and  remote  ;  the  mischiefs  in 
your  absence  of  plans  are  certain,  in- 
evitable and  fi^rant.  One  more  word 
on  a  point  as  to  the  reinstatement  of 
the  evicted  tenants  which  was  made  on 
the  occasion  of  the  First  Reading  of  the 
Bill,  and  which  has  been  made  in  public 
controversy  since.  It  is  argued  that  the 
restored  tenant  would  not  have  the  means, 
if  reinstated,  to  meet  his  liabilities. 
Here,  again,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that 
that  is  an  uncommonly  difficult  question.  I 
am  the  last  man  to  deny  it,  and  I  want 
to  meet  all  the  difficulties  as  well  as  I 
can.  My  belief  is  that  those  whom  the 
arbitrators  think  proper  persons  to  re- 
instate, with  the  aid  of  their  friends,  or 
of  contributions  from  some  organisations, 
or  other  efforts,  and  particularly  with  the 
aid  of  this  Bill,  will  pull  through  this 
particular  difficulty.  Anybody  acquainted 
with  Ireland  knows  that  nothing  is  more 
surprising  than  the  manner  in  which 
tenants  with  all  the  outward  appearance 
of  poverty  somehow  or  other  obtain  the 
money  to  purchase  farms  whenever  farms 
come  into  the  market.  That  shows  that 
there  may  be  resources  in  the  possession 
of  these  tenants  themselves,  which,  if 
there  is  a  hope  of  their  legal  reinstate- 
ment, with  the  assistance  of  the  funds 
we  are  proposing  to  place  at  the 
disposal  of  the  arbitrators,  will  ensure  that 
the  restored  tenants  on  their  reinstate- 
ment will  have  means  to  carry  on,  so 
that  that  is  an  objection  without  any 
great  force.  Another  point  that  has  been 
made  is  that  the  public  hearing  of  appli- 
cations by  tenants  will  lead  to  protracted 
recriminations  between  landlords  and 
tenants,  and  that  the  publication  of  these 
proceedings  by  the  newspapers  in  Ire- 
land will  lead  to  a  daily  dose  of  exaspe- 
ration which  undoubtedly  would  be  in  the 
highest  degree  mischievous.  Persoually, 
I  have  a  strong  opinion  that  the  pro- 
ceedings before  the  arbitrators  should  be 
private,  and  I  am  advised  that  the  words 
of  the  Bill  do  not  preclude  that  mode  of 
procedure.  I  shall,  however,  be  prepared 
to  strengthen  the  words  of  the  Bill,  if 
thought  desirable  ;  but  I  believe  these 
words  are  adequate.  There  is  just  one 
other  suggestion  to  which  I  should  like 
to  allude,  which  was  made  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  Univer- 
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sity.  He  made  the  saggestton,  which  he 
said  he  would  not  olaim  Borelty  or 
origiDality  for,  that  the  sum  proposed  to 
be  advanced  should  be  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  some  of  those  large  tracts  of 
land  which,  he  assamed,  are  in  the  mar- 
ket, and  which  could  be  purchased  in  the 
present  state  of  the  Irish  land  market  at 
a  verj  low  figure.  That  was  a  sugges- 
tion which  was  contained  in  the  Report 
of  the  Mathew  Commission.  It  would 
be  the  suggestion,  no  doubt,  of  anybody 
who  has  considered  the  condition  of  this 
problem,  that  those  pieces  of  land  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Landed  Estates 
Court  should  be  purchased  and  provision 
made  on  those  newly-acquired  lands  for 
tenants  who  have  left  the  holdings  to 
which  they  had  gone,  or  for  old  evicted 
tenants  who  have  not  been  restored  to 
their  holdings.  Upon  that  suggestion  I 
can  only  say  we  have  a  little  experience. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  knows  that  when  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  was  called  into 
existence  it  made  attempts  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  acquisition  of  tracts  of  land, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  experience  of  that 
Board  so  far  would  make  us  tr^at  this 
as  a  particularly  hopeful  suggestion. 
Nevertheless,  if  from  any  quarter  of  the 
House  that  suggestion  is  put  forward  in 
the  shape  of  a  practical  Amendment,  I 
will  do  my  best  to  give  it  fa^r  considera- 
tion, though,  personally,  I  repeat  I  am 
not  sanguine  of  its  helping  us  out  of  our 
difficulty.  There  is  no  more  vital  point 
in  the  Bill  than  the  composition  of  the 
proposed  tribunal.  On  the  First  Reading 
of  the  Bill  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bodmin  saw  that  that 
would  be  a  point  upon  which  a 
good  deal  of  discussion  might  turn,  and 
upon  which,  in  effect,  the  successful 
working  of  the  Bill  would  depend.  The 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  asked  me  whe- 
ther the  names  of  the  arbitrators  would 
be  in  the  Bill,  and  I  told  him  that  they 
would.  I  am  now  able  to  announce  the 
names  of  three  gentlemen  who,  I  believe, 
will  fulfil  all  conditions  which  are  desir- 
able for  the  efficacious  working  of  the 
Bill.  They  are  all  men  of  competence 
and  impartiality,  whatever  their  political 
leanings  may  be  ;  and  here  I  may  men- 
tion that  two  out  of  the  three  are  not  in 
sympathy  with  Her  Majesty*s  Govern- 
ment on  Irish  Government  questions. 
But  whatever  their  political  views  may 
be,  I  think  it  will  he  recognised  that 
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these  are  the  names  of  gentlemen  from 
whom  both  Iiish  landlord  and  tenant 
may  expect  to  receive  fair  and  equitable 
and  business-like  treatment.  The  first 
gentleman  is  Mr.  Piers  White,  who  I 
think  I  am  not  wrong  in  describing  as 
the  undisputed  leader  of  the  Equity  Bar 
jn  Ireland.  His  distinguished  career 
and  high  character  no  one  is  better  able 
to  bear  testimony  to  than  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  the  University  of 
Dublin.  The  second  name  is  that  of  Mr. 
George  Fottrell,  who  has  vast  experience 
of  business  connected  with  Irish  land. 
He  has  carried  out  great  transactions  of 
sale  and  purchase  and  has  acted  both  for 
landlord  and  tenant  on  a  very  large  scale, 
both  in  rent  fixing  and  in  transactions  of 
purchase.  Mr.  Fottrell  was,  at  all  events, 
thought  well  enough  of  by  gentlemen 
opposite  to  be  invited  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Bristol  to  take 
a  place  on  the  Cowper  Commission,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  thinking  his  presence 
would  give  weight  to  its  deliberations, 
whilst  he  would  be  an  impartial  as  well 
as  compet-ent  inquirer.  The  third 
person  is  Mr.  Greer,  a  legal  Sub-Com- 
missioner from  the  very  beginning, 
who  was  also  chosen  as  a  perma- 
nent Assistant  Commissioner  under 
the  Land  Act  of  1891,  passed  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  These  are  the 
three  arbitrators,  than  whom  I  do  not 
think  we  could  find  three  more  impartial 
or  competent  in  the  whole  of  Ireland. 
Since  the  First  Reading  I  am  glad  to  find 
myself  able  to  make  an  announcement 
which  will  be  satisfactory  and  gratifying 
to  all  friends  of  this  Bill.  The  figure 
mentioned  in  the  Bill  is  £100,000.  I 
thought  at  the  time  that  it  was  a  com- 
paratively narrow  sum,  though  small 
sums  have  some  advantages  and  recom- 
mendations. My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Midlothian  said  when  he 
brought  in  the  Arrears  Bill  that  there 
was  something  exceedingly  fascinating  ia  , 
receiving  public  money  ;  and  that  fascina- 
tion is  not  less  congenially  and  sympa- 
thetically felt  in  Ireland  than  in  other 
parts  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions.  There- 
fore, I  should  have  felt  that  there  were  ad- 
vantages for  the  purpose  of  thrift  in  the 
minds  of  the  arbitrators  by  having  a 
comparatively  smal I  sum.  A  C ircular  has 
been  issued  from  the  Treasury  explain- 
ing the  state  of  the  Irish  Church  Fund, 
and  in  Committee  I  shall  be  glad  to  sup* 
piement  that  Paper  by  such  observations 
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ikod  exphuMlioDS  as  may  seem  desirable. 
The   Leader  of    the    Oppositioo,   with 
something  of  au  euvious  and  grudging 
torn  of  inind^  said  that  he  had,  in  1890, 
emieavoared  to  get   all  the  money   he 
could  for  the  purpose  of  endowing  the 
Congeeted  Districts  Board,  but  he  found 
that  it  was  mortgaged  up  to  the  hilt,  and 
could  not  understand  how  there  came  to 
be  £100,000  to  spared  for  the  purposes  of 
this  Bill.     The  explanation  how  even  a 
larger  earn  than  that — as  I  shall  presently 
mention — is   now   available  is,  as  I  am 
told  by  the  confidential  advisers  to  whom 
I  referred,  that  the  endowment  proposed 
in  1890  may  be  taken  as  based  on  the 
position  of  tbe  Fund  on  March  Slst  in 
that  year.     Any  advance  is,  of   course, 
more    or    less    a    forestalment    of    the 
future;   but   we   have   now    come    four 
years  nearer  to  the  date  when  a  great 
drop  in  the  charges  on  the  Irish  Church 
Fund    takes    place,    and    this     renders 
the     operation      of     forestalling      tbe 
fature  less  risky  and  hazardous  to  that 
Qxteot.     We  shall,   however,  have  abun- 
dant opportunity  for  discussing  these  and 
other  details  when   we    get   into  Com- 
vuttee.     lu     four     years     outstanding 
•Treats  have   been  reduced  by  £100,000 
•*^  source  of  receipt  which  could  not  be 
«»icijJated   upon  in  1890.     Thirdly,  and 
^^ivy    8Ales     and     redemptions     have 
•«»ounted  to  something  like  £117,000  a 
^,  making  a  total  of  £465,000.     Thus 
*"e    immediate  financial  position    is  far 
*■<*'»  easy  than  it  was  in   1890.     In  the 
??*tttiine,  I  am  in  a  position  to  say  I  am 
*^*oriiawd,  by  those  who  cannot  possibly 
^'^^   ^sd  advice,  that  a  sum,  not  only  of 
*^Oa,C)Oo,  but  of  £250,000,  can  be  made 
T?^       ^^®  for  the   purposes  of  this  Bill. 
rf!^     same    gentleman     who   gave    the 
~*^^r  of  the    Opposition  a  million  and 

*  *^  for  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
•••"^•^^s  me  that  I  can  have  it  if  it  is  re- 
quir^^^  I  am  quite  confident,  therefore, 
^^^  the  time  comes  I  shall  be  able  to 
^^**i  all  that  will  be  needed.  There  is 
^^  further  point  that  refers  to  the  mag- 
^.  •^^  ol  the  scale  of  operations  we  are 

#  *^gtobe  allowed  to  undertake.     So 
£    ^^  I  can  make  out,  the  total  number 

.  foldings  from  which  tenants  were 
?!2^t^  between  May,  1879,  to  the  Ist  of 
^^,  1894,  was  something  like  5,900. 
^^^ttgh  the  operation  of  various  causes 
^^^f^  lie  about  2,000  holdings  in  respect 
"^hich  no  action  will  be  required,  and 
**^»^  is    left  a  balance    of  3,893,  or. 


roundly  speaking,  something  under  4,000 
holdings,  as  the  probable  maximum  which 
might  possibly  come  under  the  operation 
of  tbe  Bill.     In  the  cases  of  the  estates 
investigated  by  the  Matfaew  Commission, 
the    average    rent     was    found   to    be 
between     £15     and     £16     a     holding. 
If    we    assume,    as    I   think    we   may, 
that    the   same    scale    would  cover  the 
whole  field  of  the  evicted  tenancies,  then 
the  4,000  cases  would  give  an  aggregate 
rental  of  £60,000.     As  the  arbitrators 
are  not  entitled  to  award  under  the  head 
of  rent  more  than  one  year's  rent,  to  take 
it  at  the  highest,  this  leaves  a  very  large 
margin  out  of  the  sum  I  have  just  men- 
tioned for  the  two  other  possible  pay- 
ments to  the  new  tenants,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  on  the  other  the  payment,  not 
exceeding  £50,  if  the  arbitrator  thinks 
fit,  to  tbe  tenant  making  a  new  start.    It 
may  be  thought   that   these    operations 
will  cover  a  long  period  of  time  ;  but  it 
need  not  be  so,  and  I  cannot  believe  it 
will  be  so.     A  couple  of  years  ago  there 
was  aa  arbitration  on  the  Drapers'  Com- 
pany estate,  in  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Louth  and  Mr.  Thomas  Dick- 
son, formerly  a  Member  of  this  House, 
were  concerned.     The  object  of  the  arbi- 
tration was  to  Rx  the  amount  of  purchase- 
money  and   to   deal    with    £17,000    of 
arrears  of  rent.  The  arbitrators  dealt  with 
560  cases  ;  these  were  all  settled  within 
three  months,  all  the  evicted  tenants  re- 
stored, and  satisfactory  terras  arrived  at. 
[Mr.  Carson  ;    Was  that  a  voluntary 
settlement  ?]      Yes,   of  course.      I   am 
only  on  the  point  of  the  time  that  it  will 
take  to  dispose  of  a   large   number  of 
cases.     Other  figures  were  given  on  the 
Committee  upstairs  by  Mr.  Justice  Bew- 
ley.     He  said  that  in  1892  he  delivered 
judgment  in  1,650  appeal  cases,  all  heard 
through  ;  in   1891,  in   1,485   cases  ;  and 
in    the  three  and   a   half    years  during 
which  he  had  been  Judicial  Commissioner 
he   delivered  judgment   in   4,540   cases, 
fully  heard.    I  do  not  know  why  the  arbi- 
trators  under   the   powers   of   this    Bill 
should  not   get  through  their  business, 
which  is  less  complex  in  many  ways  than 
these  appeals,  with  corresponding  rapidity 
if  they  deal  with  tenants  and  cases  in 
groups,  as  they  will   be  able  to  do.     I 
will  only  add  that  Ireland  is  now  quiet, 
and   tranquillity   seems    profound.     But 
for  my  part  I  have  been  careful   never 
{ to  say,  and    I    have     never    pretended 
I  to     think,    that    this    quietude    is    the 
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slumber  of  a  8onnd  and  perfectly- 
established  health.  These  are  the 
moments  the  neglect  of  which  has  been 
followed  by  such  disastrous  consequences 
in  the  history  of  Ireland.  It  is  the 
inveterate  neglect  of  opportunity  and 
occasion  that  might  have  been  used  for 
purposes  of  good,  Ijoth  for  England  and 
Ireland,  that  has  left  us  face  to  face, 
time  after  time,  with  an  aggravated 
malady.  In  view  of  the  fatal  lesson  the 
negligence  of  this  Parliament  has  taught 
to  Ireland,  I  will  be  careful  not  to  indulge 
in  any  prediction  of  the  consequences  that 
may  follow  the  rejection  of  this  measure, 
because  predictions  of  possible  disorder 
may  be  misinterpreted  as  an  indication  or 
a  menace.  Nothing  is  further  from  my 
intention.  The  House  will  not  forget  on 
how  many  occasions — several  within  the 
last  14  or  15  years — we  have  allowed 
favourable  moments  to  pass  by.  I  am 
confident  that  on  this  occasion  for  once 
Parliament,  in  this  branch  certainly,  and 
I  should  be  glad  to  think  in  minor 
branches,  will  not  prove  incorrigible,  but  I 
will  accept  this  favourable  moment  for 
satisfying  an  indispensable  condition  of  | 
social  healing  in  Ireland. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^^  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr.  J.  Morley.) 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
N.)  said,  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  "  that  the  Bill  be  read  this  day 
three  months," and  in  doing  so  he  was  well 
aware  that  he  laid  himself  open  to  an 
attack  of  a  kind  similar  to  the  attack 
made  upon  him  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  called 
him  an  ^  irreconcilable."  On  some  points 
he  was  irreconcilable.  As  far  as  the 
Home  Rule  question  was  concerned,  he 
acknowledged  he  was  irreconcilable,  but 
so  far  as  dealing  with  the  land  was  con- 
cerned, he  did  not  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  or  any  Member  of  the  House 
had  any  right  to  call  him  irreconcilable, 
for  he  could  appeal  to  his  past  Parlia- 
mentary history  to  show  that  such  a  term 
was  misapplied.  He  supported  the  Land 
Bill  of  1870  both  by  voice  an<}  vote, 
when  such  action  was  extremely 
rare  amongst  the  class  to  which  he 
belonged.  He  was  perfectly  well 
aware  that  the  action  he  and  his  col- 
leagues were  taking  on  this  occasion 
would  lay  them  open  to  be  pointed  at  by 
their  political  opponents  as  roeh  who 
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were    opposed   to    any  solution  of  thi» 
question  of  the  evicted  tenants.    They 
would  be  described  as  men  who  gloated 
over  the  sufferings  of  their  tenants,  and 
who  desired  nothing  more  than  to  turn 
them  out  of  the  holdings,  deriving  in- 
finite pleasure  and  satisfaction  from  it. 
But  to  gloat  over  the  sufferings  of  the 
evicted  tenants  in  Ireland  was  an  expen- 
sive  pleasure,  and  a  landlord,  however 
depraved,  would  think  of  the  expense. 
He  cared  not  much  what  his  opponents 
thought  of  him,  and  he  did  not  think  his 
colleagues  cared  much.  But  they  opposed 
this  Bill  because  they  looked  upon  it  a» 
fatal  to  the  future  prosperity  of  Ireland. 
They  looked  upon  the  Bill  as  without 
exception  the  most  extraordinary  legisla- 
tive monstrosity  ever  introduced  either  in 
this    or  any    other    Parliament  on   the 
whole  face  of  the  earth.     Very  naturally 
holding  that  view,  rightly   or  wrongly, 
the  only  course  they  could  pursue  would 
be   to    meet  it  with  a   direct  negative. 
They  looked  upon  the  Bill  from  three 
standpoints :    There    was    the    position 
taken  by  the  Government,  the  view  the 
landlords  took  of  the  Bill,  and  the  view 
the  tenants  took  of  it.     With  regard  to 
the  Government,  he  did  not  know  whether 
they  were  very  anxious  to  proceed  w^ith 
this  Bill.  He  observed  that  they  required 
a  certain  amount  of  nudging  during  the 
course    of    this   Session.     They   all  re- 
membered how,  every  now  and  then,  the 
hon.    Member  for  Kerry,  in   his    most 
Olympian    tone,  asked    the    right  hon. 
Gentleman  when  he  intended  to  proceed 
with  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill.     Some- 
how or  other  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill 
lingered   on     towards   the   end    of    the 
Session,     and      at     last     driven,      he 
expected,  with  their  sails  filled  to  the 
Irish  wind  from  below  the  Gangway,  they 
had  brought   in   this   Bill.      How  they 
viewed  the  Bill  he  thought  they  had  dis- 
covered  from   the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.     The  Chief  Seoretary 
wondered  why  they   did   not  accept  it. 
Evidently    the    right    hon.    Gentleman 
thought  there  was  some  weakness  in  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Bill,  because, 
after  the  grant  of  this  money,  be   still 
thought  their  tenants  wonld  be  in  want 
of  assistance.     He  said — ^and  he  hoped 
the  hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway 
were  satisfied  with  it-^that  they  were  to 
get  money  somewhere  to  enable  them  in 
some  way  to  pull  through.     This  was  ar 
bopefttl  poBltion  Ht^fe^»fe\!f©g-i,Fo 
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^t  moju^j  in  IrelADd  somewhere  was  not 

alwmjs  an  easy  waj  to  pull  through,  and 

would  involve  an    additiooal    difficultj 

from    which    both   landlord    and  tenant 

would  shrink  in   affright.      He  did  not 

blame  the  Government  for  bringing  in  this 

Billy  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  could 

not  help  it.     He  would  say  this  of  the 

Govo-nment — and  it  would  be  the  most 

complimentarv  thing    he  would  say    of 

them  in  the  course  of  his  remarks — that 

when  they  started  on  their  career  they 

were  the    most   promising   Government 

that  ever  sat  on  the  Treasury  Beuch. 

They  promised  everything  to  everybody. 

They  did  that  dangerous  thing  —  tbey 

backed  a  great  many  Bills,  and  the  diffi- 

^tj  they  had  experienced  was  in  getting 

tbeir  Bills  renewed.     Dear  little  Wales 

^M  promised  the  plunder  of  the  Church, 

tnd  similar  promises  were  giveu  to  Scot- 

M;bnt  while  the  Welsh  and  Scotch 

v^iewed  the  Bills,  the  Irish  know  better 

^   to    do    that.      They  pinned    the 

^vemment     to    a     Bill    with    regard 

^     which       they      themselves  .  were 

pledged    up    to    the  eyes.      Therefore, 

^   did    not    blame     the     Government 

f'^'' introducing  the  Bill — they  introduced 

^  fecatuse  they  could  not  help  it.     Now, 

^^  <lid  the  Irish  landlord  look  upon  the 

^  ?      Why  was  it  that  the  Irish  laud- 

*^      looked   upon   this   Bill   as   utterly 

^ja»t;  to  him  ?     Let  them  consider  what 

^'^^^  his  position  be  if  the  Bill  became 

^'         Suppose  he  had  evicted  a  tenant. 

I     ^^"entured  to  say  that,  as  a  general 

™®»      no  landlord   in    Ireland   evicted  a 

.^^^  t  unless  five  or  six  years'  rent  was 

^"^«.    [Crie*o/«Oh,ohI"]     He  did 

^^^«j  there  were  no  exceptions  ;  but 

^r^^ inly, as  a  general  rule,  no  tenant  was 

'^'^^-^d  unless  he  owed  nearly  five  years' 

1°   '^       He  believed  that  statement  could 

..    ^*^own   to   be  absolutely  true.      Let 

T^^    imagine,  then,  that   10  or  12  years 

°^^_^  landlord  got  rid  of  a  tenant  who  I 

ij^^  him  five  years'  rent.     The  tenant 

.  ^^t^peared    from     view,    and    another 

"/^^t   occupied   that   farm.      A   great 

•  ^^1^  of   those  who   came  into  evicted 

^^^*   had    done    very   well,   and    had 

?^^^^«i  the  lands  with 


Bill,  therefore,  was  not  only  a  rein- 
stating Bill ;  it  was  an  evicting  Bill. 
They  proposed  to  evict  at  least  1,800 
tenants  and  to  replace  them  by  men  who 
had  proved  their  incapacity  either  by 
becoming  bankrupts  or  by  joining  the 
Plan  of  Campaign.  That  was  the  hopeful 
look-out  for  the  Irish  landlords.  He 
thought,  therefore,  the  House  would 
understand  why  it  was  that  the  Irish 
landlords  did  not  look  with  satisfaction 
on  this  Bill,  under  which  the  tenants  who 
had  workeil  the  lands  since  1879  would 
be  evicted,  in  order  to  reinstate  men  who 
had  proved  themselves  absolutely  in- 
capable of  paying  their  way.  He  was 
glad  that  it  had  been  elicited  that  only 
1  per  cent,  of  the  Irish  tenants  had  failed 
to  effect  a  satisfactory  settlement  with 
their  landlords.  After  all  the  land 
agitation  that  had  occurred  in  Ireland, 
and  after  all  that  had  been  said  about  the 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  tenants  who 
had  perished  by  the  roadside,  it  was 
satisfactory  to  hear  that  less  than  1  per 
cent,  of  the  evicted  tenants  had  failed  to 
get  back  under  the  satisfactory  terms 
offered  them  by  the  landlords.  He  should 
not  go  into  details  now.  They  should 
have  ample  time  in  the  next  three  weeks, 
which  the  Bill  would  occupy.  If  this 
Bill   ever  became  law,   which   it  never 

would [Several     Members  :      Why 

not  ?]  Because  it  would  be  thrown  out 
in  the  other  House.  It  would  be  thrown 
out  by  the  other  House,  whose  principal 
duty  it  was  to  rectify  the  mistakes  made 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  But  if  the 
Bill  passed,  a  quiver  of  horror  would  run 
through  every  tenant  who  had  occupied  u 
farm  since  1889.  For  what  was  the 
meaning  of  the  Bill  to  those  men  ?  It 
meant  that  a  farmer  occupying  and 
working  a  fann  for  the  last  14  years 
might  suddenly,  and  without  the  power 
of  redress,  be  evicted  from  the  farm  in 
order  that  the  former  tenant  might  go 
into  occupation.  In  other  words,  the 
Bill  meant  ruin  to  those  men.  Those 
men  were  called  *Mand -grabbers  "  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway,  and  how 
were  "  the  land-grabbers  "   to  be  treated 


^.     ^'^ju  »u«3  muuo   wiiu  success;   but  if 

.  ^  Bill  passed  into  law  what  would  '  if  they  did  not  comply  with  the  orders 
i^^^n  ?  The  old  tenant  might  come  of  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway  ? 
^r^'t  from  America,  or,  if  he  had  died,  I  He  would  read  the  words  of  the  hon. 
**  ^presentative  might  appear  on  the  Member  for  East  Mayo,  the  principal 
^?^^«,  and  insist  on  being  reinstated  in  '  leader  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign,  uttered 
^^  Holding.  What  would  happen  then?  '  on  the  20th  of  May  last,  which  showed 
^■^^  new  tenant  would  be  evicted.     This  |  that     the    tenants    who    had    been 
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did  not  more  tenants  avail  tbemiselveb  of 
it  ?  Because  their  own  leaders  fbrebade 
tbem.  Those  leaders  were  determined 
that  the  evicted  tenants  sbonld  not 
go  back  to  their  farms  except  nnder 
triumphal  arches  erected  by  themselves. 
How  did  the  leader  of  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign treat  that  clause  ?  He  asked  the 
particular  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
matter,  because  it  showed  that  it  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  landlords  that  the  vast 
majority  of  the  evicted  tenants  were  not 
now  back  in  their  farms.  He  should 
first  remind  the  House  that  when  the 
bou.  Member  for  Mayo  gave  advice  to 
the  people  of  Tipperary,  which  was  not 
supposed  to  be  absolutely  legal,  he 
refused  to  stand  bis  trial,  and  went  on  a 
yacbtiug  excursion  with  a  friend  instead 
of  attending  at  the  Court-house.  He  was 
glad  to  find  that  gratitude  had  not  alto- 
gether fled  from  Ireland,  because  he  saw 
that  the  son  of  the  gentleman  who  took 
the  hoD.  Member  for  Majo  on  that 
yachting  expedition  got,  the  other  day, 
an  office  worth  £800  a  year  from  the 
Corporation  of  Dublin.  But  iu  the  end 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo  did  sur- 
render, and  he  happened  to  be  in  prison 
when  this  13th  clause  of  the  Land 
Act  of  1891  was  passed  by  the  House, 
or,  at  any  rate,  he  was  iu  prison  during 
part  of  the  time  in  which  evicted  tenants 
could  get  back  into  their  farms  under 
that  clause.  When  the  hon.  Member 
came  out  of  prison  the  first  thing  he 
did  was  to  make  a  speech  at  Dungarvan, 
in  which  he  warned  the  tenants  against 
availing  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
which  the  13th  clause  gave  them  of  re- 
entering their  farms.  He  told  the  meet- 
ing  that  he  was  ashamed  and  sorry  to 
hear  that  bids  were  reaching  the  land- 
agents  from  all  quarters  for  those  empty 
farms — 


possession  since  1879  would  not  have  a 
happy  time — 

"  What  is  the  course  that  we  recommend  to 
the  people  of  Ireland^  and  which  we  have 
alwaysrecommeDdedin  the  past  to  the  people 
of  Ireland,  to  deal  with  the  landgrabbers  ? 
[A  voice  :  Bhoot  them.]  I  dare  say  you  have 
all  heard  of  the  nursery  rhyme  in  the  days  of 
your  youth  about  *  Little  Bo- Peep.*  I  would 
apply  that  rhyme  to  the  landgrabher— 

*  Let  him  alone, 

And  he'll  come  home. 

And  leave  the  grabbed  land  behind  him.'  " 

But  it  was  dangerous  to  quote  poetry 
unless  one  went  to  the  end  of  the  rhyme. 
"Little  Bo-Peep"  found  her  sheep, 
but  sh**  found  them  in  a  condition  that 
made  her  heart  bleed  because  they  left 
their  tails  behind  them,  and  that  was 
exactly  what  would  happen  to  the  sheep 
of  the  landgrabher.  He  knew  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  would  tell  them  that  the  law  was 
sufficient,  if  a  Liberal  Government  was 
in  power,  to  protect  the  new  tenants 
against  the  attacks  of  the  old  tenants. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  laid  down 
a  rule  that  no  violent  intimidation  in  the 
way  of  speeches  was  to  be  used  within  a 
mile  of  the  landgrabber^s  house  ;  and  it 
was  said  that  the  mile  was  measured  by 
a  policeman  treading  out  1,760  yards. 
He  did  not  know  what  put  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  up  to  that  principle  of  pro- 
tection. Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man learned  something  about  explosives 
at  sea.  He  went  once  on  board  a  torpedo- 
boat  to  witness  the  explosion  of  a  pole- 
torpedo,  and  was  told  by  the  officer  in 
charge  that  the  -boat  would  be  blown 
into  the  middle  of  next  week  by  the  tor- 
pedo if  the  pole  was  not  a  certain  length. 
In  like  manner  the  pole  of  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary's new  political  torpedo  was  a  mile 
long.  But  the  length  of  the  mile  would 
depend  on  the  policeman  who  walked  it 
out,  and  if  it  were  a  short-legged  police- 
man, and  if  the  wind  were  iu  a  fair  way, 
and  there  was  a  loud-voiced  Nationalist  at 
the  other  end  of  the  mile,  the  landgrab- 
her woald  certainly  hear  his  own  con- 
demnation. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
charged  them,  because  they  opposed  this 
Bill,  with  being  the  enemies  of  Ireland, 
and  of  being  the  irreconcilable  opponents 
of  everything  that  made  for  peace  and 
happiness  in  Ireland.  But  a  very  fair 
opportunity  was  undoubtedly  given  by 
them  to  these  evicted  tenants  to  ^e-enter 
their  farms  when  they  passed  theUdth 
clause  of  the  Act  of  1879.     Then  \hy 

Colonel  Saunderson 


''  My  advice  to  the  tenants,"  he  said,  "  is 
this  :  Be  very  slow  to  purchase  your  farms,  or 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  this  Land  Act 
until  after  the  General  Election.  Trust  to  your 
own  exertions  in  your  own  localities.  Abstain 
from  taking  those  farms,  and  do  not  purchase 
at  present." 

Here  was  an  opportunity  given  to  the 
tenants  to  re-enter  their  holdings ;  and 
the  deliberate  advice  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mayo — who  had  learned  nothing  by  his 
incarnation — was  that  those  unfortunate 
people  should  remain  as  they  were  in  Land 
League  huts  on  the  hillsides  looking  at 
their  old  farms,  and  not  go  back  Uy  them 
as  owners  under  the  Land  Aet  oL  .W^^ 
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Therefore,  he  thought  he  was  right  iu 
sajiog  that  the  blame  for  the  preseut 
conditioQ  of  the  evicted  tenants  should 
fall  on  tlie  heads  of  hoa.  Gentlemeo 
below  the  Gangway,  and  especially  on 
the  heads  of  the  hon.  Members  for  Mayo 
and  Cork,  who  by  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
became  the  greatest  evictors  that  Ireland 
had  ever  seen,  and  only  for  whom  there 
would  never  have  been  any  necessity  for 
this  Bill.  The  Government  would  never 
have  thought  of  bringing  in  this  Bill 
were  it  not  for  one  class  of  evicted 
tenants,  and  one  class  alone — the  tenants 
known  as  the  ^'  Campaign  tenants/'  It 
was  to  help  those  tenants  that  the  Bill 
was  introduced.  Hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  were  pledged  up  to  their 
ey^s  that  their  chief  endeavour  would  be 
to  get  a  Bill  of  this  kind  passed  into  law. 
He  read  in  a  Tipperary  newsjwper  that — 

"  William  O'Brien,  whose  won!  is  as  gootl  as 
a  millionaire's  bond,  and  whose  pledge  is  the 
nation's  sheet-anchor,  has  guaranteed  those 
tenants  who  manfully  liare  resisted  the  assault 
of  Lord  *  Bariy-no-more.* " 

Something      had      happened      to      that 
anchor    receutly ;    it    bad    been    badly 
damage<l,   and    unless   the  Members  for 
Cork    and    Mayo    could    prove    to    the 
evicted  tenauts  that  they  had  done  some- 
thing   to   redeem    their    promises,    that 
anchor  would  finally  be  dragged   out  of 
the  sea  of  Irish  credulity.      It  was  said 
to  be  a  good  thing  to  die  for  one's  coun- 
try ;    but  he  did   not  think  the  evicted 
tenants  found   it  was  a  good  thing    to 
starve  for  their  country.     He  asked,  wus 
it  worth  while  for  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway, for  the  sake  of  carrying  on 
their  political  campaign,  to  condemn  those 
unfortunate    people  to   lives    of   misery 
and  wretchedness  instead  of  leaving  them 
in  peace  and  plenty  on  their  farms  .''     It 
was    said    the   Plan   of   Campaign    had 
reduced  rent.   Nothing  of  the  kind.    The 
hon.    Member    for    Mayo     himself,    at 
Limerick  Junction,  stated  it   was  not  at 
all  a  question  of  rent  that  caused  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  to  be  started,  1)ut  that 
it  was  done  for  a  purely  political  motive. 
In  order  to  carry  out  that  political  purpose 
the  hon.  Member  went  through  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land  and  forced  unwill- 
ing men  to  take  a  course  in  leaving  their 
farms    which    they    would   never    have 
taken  unless  under  the  strongest  compul-  i 
sion.     To  make  au  Irish  patriot  of  an  ; 
Irish  tenant  was  not  an  easy  thing.     He 
required  to  be  propelled  from  behind  and  ^ 


allured  in  front.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Mayo  supplied  the  propelling  power,  and 
the  allurement  was  the  syren  voice  of  the 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bradford  (the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board),  who  promised  that 
a  fortnight  after  a  Liberal  Government 
was  in  Office  all  the  evicted  tenants 
would  be  restored.  Many  of  those 
evicted  tenants  had  gone  back  under 
settlements  with  the  landlords,  and  were 
now  described  as  traitors  to  the  cause  and 
unworthy  of  the  name  of  Irishmen.  He 
opposed  this  Bill,  because  he  did  not  be- 
lieve it  would  be  good  for  Ireland.  In 
fact,  he  believed  it  would  supply  in  the 
future  a  lever  to  the  hands  of  Irish 
agitators,  to  arouse  an  agitation  in  Ire- 
land more  dangerous  than  any  they  had 
experience  of  in  the  past.  What  hope 
of  finality  had  the  Government  got,  even 
if  they  passed  their  Bill  ?  If  there  was 
any  hope  that  Ireland  would  become 
peaceful  and  contented  under  the  Bill, 
there  would  be  a  great  strain  brought  to 
bear  on  him  and  his  colleagues  to  support 
even  a  measure  they  thought  so  hope- 
lessly bad  as  the  measure  before  the 
House.  But  there  was  no  prospect  of 
finality,  even  if  they  passed  the  Bill. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Mayo  had  taken 
to  making  periodical  visits  to  his 
(Colonel  Saundersou's)  constituency  re- 
cently, of  which  he  was  y^vy  gia'.l.  He 
addressed  his  constituents  the  day  after 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mayors  last  visit  to 
North  Armagh,  and  he  was  able  to  talk 
with  great  eloquence  for  over  an  hour  on 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member.  In  that 
speech  the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo  made 
a  statement  which  he  (Colonel  Saunder- 
son)  believed  to  be  perfectly  true,  and 
which  ought  to  be  a  warning  to  every 
Government  that  sat  on  the  Treasury 
Bench.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mayo 
said,  speaking  on  the  Land  Question — 

"  If  we  get  Home  Rule  we  will  settle  all 
those  mattei-s  very  soon  ;  but  if  the  Tories 
ever  get  back  into  power  before  we  get  Home 
Rule,  I  believe  there  will  be  one  of  the  biggest 
lan<l  agitations  that  has  ever  been  seen  yet." 

No  man  could  be  on  that  subject  a 
more  perfect  authority  than  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo,  who  bad  conducted 
one  of  the  greatest  land  agitations  that 
these  countries  had  ever  seen  ;  and  the 
bon.  Member  now  declared  that  if  the 
Tories  got  back  to  power  before  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway  got  Home 
Rule,  another  agitation   would  arise  i^ 
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Ireland  greater  and  more  terrible  than 
any  that  had  gone  before.  What  did 
that  mean  ?  It  meant  a  renewal  of  those 
old  scenes  of  crime  and  outrage  and  con- 
fusion which  had  made  Ireland  a  bre- 
word  amongst  the  nations.  Therefore, 
there  was  no  finality  and  no  prospect  of 
peace  in  Ireland  even  if  the  Bill  passed. 
In  opposing  the  Bill,  he  and  his  Col- 
leagues would  meet  with  the  approval  of 
all  the  tenants  in  Ulster  who  followed 
them  ;  and  he  believed  they  would  meet 
with  the  approval  also  of  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  tenants  in  the  other  parts  of 
Ireland,  because  a  Bill  like  that  shook 
the  foundations  on  which  every  tenant 
held  the  property  in  his  farm.  It  was 
said  that  he  and  his  Colleagues  were 
doomed  to  extinction.  That  was  quite 
possible;  but  even  though  they  might 
belong  to  a  fallen  class,  this  consolation 
at  any  rate  they  would  have,  that  they 
bad  done  their  best  when  the  opportunity 
arose  to  destroy  and  defeat  a  measure 
which  could  justly  he  described  as  a 
measure  to  pay  Irish  criminal  conspira- 
tors, out  of  the  spoils  of  the  Church,  the 
wages  of  iniquity.' 

•Mr.  W.  KENNY  (Dublin,  St,  Ste- 
phen's Green)  said,  he  rose  to  secoud  the 
Motion  of  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
that  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill 
should  be  taken  three  months  hence. 
Having  regard  to  the  monstrous  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  introduced,  and  having 
regard  to  the  immoral  and  inequitable 
principle  embodied  in  it,  he  could  not 
conceive  how  any  Unionist,  be  he 
landlord  or  be  he  not,  could  take  any 
other  course  but  to  move  a  direct 
negative.  The  Chief  Secretary  to- 
night, at  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  made 
fiome  observations  with  reference  to  the 
change  which  he  said  the  tactics  of  the 
Opposition  had  undergone  with  reference 
to  the  Motion  for  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred 
to  the  Motion  that  had  been  put  on  the 
Paper  by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  North  Armagh  (Colonel  Saundersou), 
and  said  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  in  taking  the  course  he 
had  adopted  was  taking  a  retrograde 
step,  which  was  a  deliberate  retreat 
from  the  13th  section  of  the  Act 
of  1891.  With  the  permission  of  the 
House  he  would  likn  to  say  one  or 
two  words  with  reference  to  the  p^Jigi- 
tion  of  the  Unionists  with  regard  to  thWt 
13th  section  of  the  Act  of  1891  and  th< 

Colonel  Saunderson 


position  they  occnpietl  to*night  with 
reference  to  the  Bill  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  When  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman introduced  the 'Bill  on  the  19th  of 
April  last  he  commented  npon  that  1 3th 
section  of  the  Act  and  said  that  it  would 
be  futile  to  attempt  to  solve  the  question 
on  the  Hues  of  Section  13  alone  withoat 
the  principle  of  compulsion.  On  be- 
half of  gentlemen  who  sat  on  those 
Benches  with  him,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
Ulster  landlords,  he  thought  he  might  say 
that  they  were  perfectly  willing  to  have 
the  13th  section  of  the  Act  of  1891  re- 
enacted  so  as  to  give  to  any  evicted 
tenant  the  benefits  provided  by  that 
section.  What  were  the  benefits  pro- 
vided by  that  section  ?  Without  its  aid 
the  landlord  had  the  right  at  any  time 
he  liked  of  reinstating  any  evicted  tenant ; 
he  could  put  him  back  and  place  him 
in  a  position  that  would  enable  him  to 
become  a  purchaser  under  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Act ;  but  in  reinstating  him  he  would 
put  him  back  on  the  land  as  a  present 
tenant,  conferring  upon  him  the  rights 
of  present  tenants,  which  included  the 
right  of  fair  rent  and  fixity  of  tenure  in 
the  soil.  Under  the  13th  section  the 
status  of  a  tenant  could  be  conferred  on 
him  without  actual  reinstatement.  The 
landlords  of  Ireland — he  did  not  speak 
in  their  name,  but  as  one  interested 
in  the  land  question  in  Ireland  — 
were  perfectly  willing  that  that  sec- 
tion should  be  re-enacted  without  any 
time  limit.  The  section  as  it  stood 
limited  the  period  within  which  the 
tenant  might  apply  to  purchase  to  six 
months,  but  there  would  be  no  objection 
to  that  section  being  re-onacted  without 
any  time  limit.  It  was  idle  for  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  say  that  in  taking  the 
position  which  they  had  taken  to-night 
there  was  any  retreat  from  that  13th 
section.  The  Motion  for  the  rejection 
of  the  Second  Reading  was  simply 
adopted  because  the  Chief  Secretary,  in 
his  speech  on  that  occasion,  said  it  would 
be  futile  to  consider  the  13th  section 
unless  the  principle  of  compulsion  was 
attached  to  it.  The  Chief  Secretary  to- 
night referred  to  the  principle  of  com- 
pulsion, and  said  he  would  be  able 
to  find  precedents  throughout  the  Land 
Acts  for  the  principle  of  compulsion  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill  now  before  the  House  ; 
that  the  whole  code  of  the  Land  Acts 
was  saturated  with  compulsion. 
Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  Hear,  hearjl 
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Mr.  W.  KENNY  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  "Hear,  hear  I"  but  he 
(Mr.  Kenny)  must  say  he  was  con- 
siderably astonished  when  he,  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life,  heard  it  asserted  that  the 
Land  Acts  of  1881,  1885,  1887  were  satu- 
rated with  compulsion.  He  admitted  that 
into  one  Act  the  principle  of  compulsion 
did  come  in  a  modified  way — namely,  in 
the  Redemption  of  Rent  Act.  When  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  cited  cases  in 
^which  he  contended  an  obnoxious  tenant 
could  be  forced  on  the  landlord,  what 
were  the  clauses  he  referred  to  ?  They 
were  the  Purchase  Clauses  of  the  Act 
of  1881. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  said  the  Free 
Sale  Clauses. 

Mr.  W.  KENNY:  Well,  the  Free 
Sale  Clauses.  What  did  they  find  there  ? 
Only  a  transfer  of  the  existing  tenancy  ; 
but,  not,  as  in  the  Bill  before  the  House, 
the  introduction  of  a  person  who  was  a 
complete  stranger  to  the  holding,  and  who 
had  no  legal  or  equitable  right  of  any 
sort.  In  the  Act  of  1881  they  did  not 
'find  the  introduction  of  any  person  in 
that  position  into  the  holding  or  forced 
upon  the  landlord.  In  the  Redemption 
of  Rent  Act  there  was  an  existing 
tenancy,  also  an  existing  holding,  but 
they  did  not  find:the  landlord  in  possession 
of  that  holding  ;  they  found  a  long  lease- 
holder, or,  it  might  be,  a  person  holding 
under  a  fee  farm  grant,  and  under  the 
Redemption  Act  he  might  purchase 
his  rent,  and  if  the  landlord  refused  he 
was  allowed  to  apply  to  the  Land  Court 
to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed.  Was  there  any 
analogy  there  to  the  Bill  that  was  now 
before  the  House,  which  sought  to  force 
upon  the  landlord  a  person  who  had  no 
legal  or  equitable  interest  in  the  holding  ? 
The  Chief  Secretary,  in  the  course  of 
his  speech,  referred  to  the  transactions  of 
the  Landed  Estates  Court  in  Dublin,  and 
he  told  the  House,  that  the  Judge  of  that 
Court,  Mr.  Justice  Monroe,  had  on  many 
occasions  reinstated  the  tenants  in  their 
homes.  In  reinstating  the  tenants  in 
their  holdings  did  he  reinstate  them  as 
present  tenants  ?  No  ;  he  made  tempo- 
rary lettings  to  them,  which,  by  the  58th 
Section  of  the  Act  of  1881  excluded 
them  from  hav^ing  a  fair  rent  fixed  or  of 
Availing  themselves  of  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  that  Act.  These  were  the 
precedents  which  the  Chief  Secretary 
said  were  precedents  for  his  Bill  of  1894, 
and  which  he  said  embodied  the  principle 


of  compulsion  contained  in  this  Bill. 
As  he  had  said,  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  certainly 
caused  him  very  great  surprise,  because 
he  could  not  find  that  in  a  single  one  of 
the  instances  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
liad  taken  was  there  any  attempt  to  force 
a  mere  outsider,  and,  as  he  contended,  an 
insolvent,  and,  in  some  cases,  a  criminal 
outsider,  upon  the  landlord  whom  he  had 
defrauded.  What  did  the  present  Bill 
propose  to  do  ?  As  he  said,  he  was  not 
particularly  interested  in  the  landlords  of 
Ireland.  He  was  not  a  landlord  himself, 
he  did  not  own  a  single  rood  of  land  in 
Ireland  ;  bat  he  was,  however,  one  of  a 
section  in  this  House  who  did  believe  the 
landlords  of  Ireland  had  been  sufficiently 
plundered  already.  There  were  other 
parties  in  the  House  who  believed  the 
landlords  had  not  been  sufficiently 
plundered.  How  did  the  land  question 
at  the  present  moment  stand  ?  They 
had  the  authority  of  the  Leader  of  the 
Irish  Members  who  sat  below  the  Gang- 
way, the  hon.  Gentleman  who  repre- 
sented Longford  (Mr.  Justin  McCarthy), 
for  the  statement  that  the 

"feudal  powers  of  the  Irish  landlords,  the 
nnexampletl  execution  of  arbitrary  eviction, 
had  been  shattered  and  destroyed,  and  that  the 
two  essential  principles  of  the  Land  League  had 
become  the  law  of  the  land." 

That  was  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Longford  (Mr. 
Justin  McCarthy),  and  he  thought  they 
might  take  it  from  that  pronouncement 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  regarded  to  a 
large  extent,  the  agrarian  question  in 
Ireland,  the  question  as  between  landlord 
and  tenant,  as  practically  at  an  end. 
What  was  the  object  of  the  present 
Bill,  and  what  class  of  persons  in  Ireland 
was  it  intended  to  benefit  ?  It  was 
not  brought  in  in  the  interests  of  the 
evicted  tenants  alone,  it  was  brought  in, 
he  contended,  in  the  interests  of  another 
party  altogether.'  It  was  brought  in  in  the 
interests  of  the  two  hon.  Gentlemen — the 
Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  W.  O'Brien)  and 
the  Member  for  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  and 
for  the  purpose  of  saving  their  credit. 
It  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  benefitting 
the  old  evicted  tenant,  the  tenant  who 
was  evicted  before  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign. Anyone  who  read  the  observa- 
tions of  the  Chief  Secretary  in  intro- 
ducing the  Bill  on  the  If^th  April  last 
would  j^ee  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  dis- 
regarded to  a  large  extent  the  cUuxns  of 
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those  tenante  evicted  before  tkie  Plan  of 
Campaigo,  because  the  right  boo,  Ge|i- 
tlemau^s  observations  from  begiDning  to 
end  were  directed  to  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign tenants,  and  to  these  alone.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  on  that  occa- 
sion that  the  Plan  of  Campaign  tenants 
were  the  main  centre  of  the  mischief  in 
Ireknd,  and  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  these 
tenants 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  ;  I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  W.  KE^NY  said,  perhaps  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  agree  with 
him  in  this  statement,  that  the  Campaign 
estates  were  the  centre  of  the  mischief  in 
Ireland*  But  they  had. other  pronounce- 
ments besides  those  made  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  the  Gangway,  and  he  would 
like  to  know  whether  this  Bill  was 
brought  in  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  any  pledge  given  to  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  tenants  in  Ireland  by  a 
present  Cabinet  Minister.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
(Mr.  Shaw  -  Lef evre)  visited  Ireland 
some  years  ago,  and  what  did  he  tell 
them  ?  He  said  that  within  a  mouth 
after  the  Liberal  Party  was  in  power 
every  emergency  man  would  have  fled 
the  country,  and  that  every  bogus  tenant 
would  have  been  replaced  by  the  original 
tenant.  That  was  a  statement  made  by 
a  gentleman  who  was  one  of  the  advisers 
of  Her  Majesty  at  the  present  time,  and 
he  would  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, if  he  spoke,  as  he  dared  say  he 
would,  iu  this  Debate,  whether  he  was 
prepared  to  stand  by  the  language  he 
used  iu  1889  ?  He  would  like  to 
ask  him  oue  further  question.  The  Plan 
of  Campaign  had  been  condemned  as  an 
illegal  combination  by  every  Judge  in 
Ireland,  and  he  would  like  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  was  a 
subscriber  to  the  Plan  of  Campaign  funds, 
and  whether,  when  he  subscribed,  he  was 
aware  it  was  an  illegal  combination  ? 
His  contention  to-night  was  that  this 
Bill  was  not  brought  iu  in  the  bona  fide 
interest  of  either  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
tenants  in  Ireland  or  the  other  tenants 
who  were  evicted  before  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  was  established,  but  that  it 
was  a  Bill  brought  iu  with  a  purely  poli- 
tical object.  They  now  knew,  from  con- 
fessions made  by  hon.  Gentlmeu  oppo- 
site, that  the  Plan  of  Campaign  was  a 
purely  political  engine,  that  \it  was 
started  for  the  purpose  of  eml 
ing     the    then    Government    an\    for 

Mr.  W.  Kenny 


the  purpose  of  put^iiig^  tlie   gentlemen 
I  who    now   sat  on   the  Treasury  Bench 
I  into    the   position    they  now    occupied. 
I  That  was  not  an  object  that  would  com- 
I  mend  itself   to   the    House.     The    hon. 
I  Gentleman  the  M^nber  for  Mayo  (Mr. 
I  Dillon)   told   them    that    a    number  of 
I  the    Plan    of    Campaign    tenants    were 
i  tenants  who  were  able  to  pay  their  rents. 
j  They    all    remembered   what    the    hon. 
'  Gentleman    said  at  Glenbeigh,  that  he 
I  could  point  out  tenants  who  could  pay  their 
rent,    but    would    not,  because   he    told 
them  not  to.     That  combination,  it  was 
admitted,  in  a  number  of  estates   where 
the  landlords  were  iu  small  circumstances 
and  unable  to  resist  the  pressure  brought 
against  them,  was  successful,  and  stimu- 
lated by  this  they  attacked  another  estate — 
namely,  the  Lansdowne  Estate,  because 
I  they  thought  that  as  the  owner  occupied  a 
I  high  position  iu  the  service  of  the  Queen» 
I  they  would  drive  him  into  termA  with  them. 
1  The   pressure,    however,    was    resisted^ 
j  and  resisted  successfully.   There  was  one 
I  other  matter  in  connection  with  this  Bill 
that  he  should  like  to  call  attention  to. 
'  Some  people  thought  that  the  object  of  the 
i  Plan  of  Campaign,  and  the  events  that 
I  followed  from  it  were  uot  mixed  up  with 
I  any  criminal  combination.     There  were 
I  two  classes  of  evicted  tenants,  the  evicted 
j  tenants  who  came  into  the  criminal  class, 
I  who  were  the  promoters  of  the  combi na- 
tion and  who,  after  the  evictions,  assisted 
to  boycott  the  farms  and  created  derelict 
farms  throughout  Ireland.      There  was 
another  class  of  evicted  tenants,  for  whom 
there  was,  and  perhaps  there  ought  to  be,  a 
great  deal  of  sympathy — namely,  the  un- 
fortunate tenants  who  had  to  follow  the 
lead  of  these  men  from  fear  of  being  boy- 
cotted and  intimidated.     These  were  the 
men  for  whom  the  landlords  of  Ireland, 
he  had  no  doubt,  had    great  sympathy, 
and  that  was  the  class  of  persons  rein- 
stated by  the  landlords    under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  13tb   section  of  the  Act 
of   1891.     The  question   of   outrage,  or 
no  outrage,  the  question  as  to  whether  or 
not      there     was      a      criminal      cla^s 
amongst     these     evicted     tenants     was 
DO     academic    question.       Could     it  be 
said    for   a    moment  that  the   footsteps 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
were   not  followed    by   crime   in   every 
direction  ?     The   Chief    Baron    of    the 
Exchequer,  in  a  case  heard  before  him  in 
Ireland  in  1890,  said  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  arrive  a^  any  conclusion  but  one^ 
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that  it  was  ooDoliuivelj  proved  there 
was  a  conspiracy  existing  to  induce 
tenants  toot  to  pay  their  rents,  which 
contemplated*  boycdtting,  a86ault4Sy  ankl 
violence  of  every  desoriptidn.  What  did 
the  present  Bill  propose  to  do?  It 
proposed  to  allow  every  evicted  tenant 
whose  tenancy  had  been  determined  since 
1 879  to  apply  to  these  three  arbitrators,  to 
be  reinstated  in  his  holding  with  the  right 
of  the  laudloid  to  insist  if  he  thoaght  lit 
that  the  evicted  tenant  should  pur- 
chase the  holding.  That  was  the  ap- 
plication of  the  principle  of  compulsion 
to  the  case  of  the  evicted  tenants,  sub- 
ject certainly,  as  the  Chief  Secretary 
said,  to  the  right  of  the  arbitrators, 
not  to  entertain  the  application  if 
they  thought  right.  It  placed  within  a 
category  a  certain  set  of  people  who 
were  to  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
Act,  and  the  set  of  people,  as  he  had 
said,  consisted  of  two  sections,  •  one  a 
section  who  might  be  the  criminal 
leaders  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign  on  a 
particular  estate,  and  the  other  indi- 
viduals who  were  unable  to  resist  the 
pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  them.  To 
come  to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  A  very 
serious  and  arguable  question  might  arise 
npon  the  1st  clause.  The  House  would 
remark  that  it  commenced  with  a  declara- 
tion that,  where  the  tenancy  of  the  holding 
in  Ireland  had  been  determined  since  the 
li-t  of  May,  1879,  the  former  tenant  or  his 
personal  representative  might,  within  one 
year  after  the  commencement  of  the  Act, 
apply  to  the  arbitrators  under  the  Act  to 
be  reinstated  as  tenant.  If  not  too 
technical  in  his  remarks,  he  would  point 
oat  that  the  term  "  holding "  might  in- 
clude any  holding  which  was  excluded 
by  the  o8th  section  of  the  Act  of  1881. 
If  it  were  to  be  the  case  that  any 
tenant  in  Ireland  was  to  be  entitled  to 
petition  for  reinstatemeut  and  was  to 
be  reinstated  by  the  arbitrators  then  they 
would  have  not  only  purely  agricultural 
tenants,  but  also  tenants  who  had  been 
evicted  from  dwelling-houses,  town  parks, 
demesne  lands,  and  large  pastures  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  the  section.  [Mr.  Dodd  : 
Why  not  ?]  An  hon.  Member  askeil 
^^  Why  not  ?  ^^  and  his  answer  to  that  was 
that  the  Land  Act  of  1881  was  intended 
to  benefit  purely  agricultural  tenants 
and  not  such  tenants  as  the  holders  of  de- 
mesne and  town  park  lands.  One  of  the 
seetions  of  the  Act  absolutely  excluded 
tenants  of  this  eharaoier  from'  the.opera* 


tlon  of  the  BM1«     The  questioti  was  not 
arguable. 

Mr.  dodd  :  My  point  wafi  that  I 
could  not  understand  whj  the  occupiers 
of  dwelling*bouses  should  not  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing. 

•Mr.  W.  KEKNY  said,  he  did  not 
understand  the  natui!e  or  object  of  the  hon. 
Meixiber's  interruption.  The  proposition 
now  seemed  to  be  that  not  only  in  the 
agricultural  districts  but  also  in  the  towns 
and  cities  of  Ireland  there  should  be  in 
force  an  Act  of  Parliament  enabling  any 
one  who  had  been  evicted  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rent,  and  who  was  in  the  position 
of  an  absolute  and  complete  stranger  to  the 
holding  to  be  reinstated.  The  result  would 
be  that  men  who  had  been  evicted  from 
dwelling-houses,  to«vn  parks,  demesne 
lauds,  or  large  pasture  holdings  would  be 
reinstated  as  present  tenants  side  by  side 
with  men  who,  as  they  had  not  gone 
through  the  ordeal  of  eviction,  bad  no 
such  status  under  the  Act  of  1881. 
Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  cod- 
template  such  a  result  as  that  ? 
If  he  did  they  would  be  patting  side  by 
side  throughout  the  agricultural  districts 
of  Ireland  two  sections  of  the  commu- 
nity—one class  of  men  who  had 
no  rights  unless  they  had  gone  through 
the  ordeal  of  eviction ;  and  the  other 
class,  men  who  had  been  honest  and 
solvent  rent-paying  tenants.  There  was 
another  question  arising  on  this  section 
which  he  would  commend  to  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  first 
section ^of  the  Bill  provided  for  the  rein- 
statement of  tenants  whose  tenancy  had 
been  determined  since  1879.  A  tenauoy 
was  deemed  to  be  determined  if  the  land- 
lord had  purchased  the  tenant's  interest, 
and  yet,  under  this  Bill,  the  tenant  who 
probably  had  been  paid  for  his  interest  in 
hard  cash  would  he  entitle<l  to  apply  for 
reinstatemeut.  Tenants  who  had  come 
to  terras  with  their  landlords,  and  had 
voluntarily  surrendered  their  holdings  in 
I  lieu  of  arrears  of  rent,  and  who  possibly 
!  had  left  the  country,  would  also  come  under 
the  Bill.  The  words  of  the  clause  were 
exceedingly  vague.  Then  the  arbitra- 
tors were  authorised  to  make  an  order  for 
reinstatement  if  there  was  a  primh  facte 
case  for  reinstat^nent  owing  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  district,  or  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  eviction  took 
place,  or  some  other  cause  appearing  to 
them  sufficient.  He  did  not  think  it 
possible    to   introduce    more   vague    or 
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general  drafting  into  any  Bill.  The  rigbt 
hon.  Gentleman  professed  to  have  found 
a  precedent  for  his  proposals  in  the  Acts 
of  1881  and  1891.  Bat  was  there  anj 
8uch  precedent,  and  had  the  rigbt  hon. 
Gentleman  made  inquiries  of  the  Irish 
Land  Commission  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  Commissioners  had  been  able  to  act 
on  the  yague  expressions  contained  in  the 
Act  of  1881  ?  What  were  the  "cir- 
cumstances of  a  district"  that  were  to 
iuflneuce  a  Board  of  Arbitrators  ?  Was 
the  refusal  of  a  landlord  to  accept  a 
year's  rent  in  settlement  of  five  or  six 
years'  arrears  to  constitute  such  a  cir- 
cumstance? He  ventured  to  think 
that  arbitrators  seeking  to  act  on  in- 
«trnctions  so  vague  as  these  would  be 
utterly  at  sea.  The  Report  of  the 
Mathew  Commission  found  that  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  was  adopted  on  the 
8mith>Barry  property  on  sentimental 
grounds  alone — namely,  because  of  the 
action  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Hunts  in  regard  to  the  Ponsonby  estate. 
He  would  like  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
whether,  under  the  words  "some  other 
cause  appearing  to  them  suflRcient,"  the 
arbitrators  were  to  take  into  consideration 
the  action  of  the  hon.  Member  in  regard 
to  the  Ponsonby  estate.  If  that  were  so, 
It  would  be  a  most  monstrous  thing  that 
three  gentlemen  who  knew  nothing  of 
the  circumstances  were  to  determine  that 
the  conduct  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
taking  the  action  he  did  in  regard  to  the 
Ponsonby  estate  was  wrong.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  creating  thi^  Board 
of  Arbitration  was  constituting  a  new 
tribunal  in  Ireland.  They  already  had  a 
Landed  Estates  Court,  and  a  Land  Comt- 
mission  dealing  with  land  questions,  and 
now  a  third  body  was  proposed.  When 
the  Bill  was  introduced  last  year  one  of 
the  hon.  Members  for  Leitrim  suggested 
that  the  question  of  the  evicted  tenants 
should  be  dealt  with,  not  by  a  new  or 
separate  tribunal,  but  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission. That  proposal  had  not,  how- 
ever, found  favour,  and  so  the  Chief 
Secretary  proposed  to  create  this  new 
body,  and  to  give  no  power  of  appeal 
against  its  decisions.  He  thought  it 
would  be  most  unfortunate  that  they  were 
to  have  absolute  and  final  power,  and  that 
their  decision  should  not  be  subject  to  ap- 
peal. He  submitted  that  that  was  a  very 
grave  defect  in  the  Bill.  Appeals  were 
given  from  the  Sub-Commissioners  to  the 
Land     Commission     on     questions     of 
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value,  and  there  was  power  of  appeal 
on  questions  of  law  from  the  Land 
Commission  to  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
Ireland.  He  thought  it  was  monstrous 
to  make  the  decisions  of  this  new  Board 
of  Arbitrators  final .  His  next  point  arose 
on  the  drd  section,  which  provided  for 
the  case  in  which  a  new  tenant  had  come 
into  the  holding.  They  might  call  the 
new  tenant  a  planter,  but  he  had  been 
adopted  by  the  landlord,  and  in  almost 
every  case  had  paid  his  rent  as  an  honest 
man.  That  new  tenant  might  object  to 
an  order  for  reinstatement,  and  there- 
upon the  arbitrators  were  not  to 
make  an  order.  What  would  be  the 
future  position  of  the  tenant  ?  If  he 
chose  to  remain  in  the  holding  he  would 
do  so  at  great  risk.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  said  he  had  introduced  the  Bill 
for  the  purpose  of  healing  a  deep  sore  in 
Ireland.  Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
think  that  in  cases  where  a  new  tenant 
refused  to  go  out  his  life  would  be  happy 
or  that  the  Bill  would  not  create  the 
most  intense  dissatisfaction  amongst 
these  new  tenants  ?  They  had  had  re- 
cently a  recrudescence  of  the  agitation 
in  Ireland  against  men  who  were  termed 
"  grabbers  " — ^men  who  were  said  to  have 
grabbed  farms.  Numerous  question  had 
been  of  late  addressed  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  subject,  and  speeches 
of  a  violent  character  had  been  made — 
some  of  them  by  Members  of  that  House 
— in  different  parts  of  the  country  against 
those  men,  and  the  substance  of  the 
speeches  had  been  that  the  life  of  the 
grabber  or  planter  must  be  made 
too  unhappy  for  him  to  remain  in  his 
holding ;  these  men  were  to  be  driven 
out,  though  they  might  have  legally  and 
honoucably  held  possession  for  several 
years.  Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
contemplete  that  result  from  the  passing 
of  his  Bill  ?  The  Nationalist  papers 
were  day  after  day  teeming  with  articles 
on  the  question  of  grabbed  farms,  and 
the  view  seemed  to  have  presented 
itself  to  hon.  Members  that  the  land- 
grabber  was  the  principal  obstruction  to 
the  legislation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. He  held  in  his  hands  a  Wexford 
paper  which  took  that  view,  and  which 
further  blamed  the  people  for  not  having 
been  more  in  earnest,  and  added  that  they 
ought  to  make  it  hot  for  them,  as  if  they 
did  not  take  action  the  land-grabber 
would  remain  in  possession  of  the  evioted 
farms.     What  was  the  meaning  of  that  ? 
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It  was  that  the  itufortunate  man  who 
had  taken  an  evicted  farm  and  had  been 
spending  his  money  npon  it  for  the  last 
four  or  five  years  was  to  have  it  made 
hot  for  him  \1  he  dared  to  remain  in  pos- 
session. He  was  toid^  in  fact,  to  malce 
way  for  the  dishonest  tenant.  The  Bill 
proposed  not  alone  to  reinstate  the 
evicted  tenant,  but  to  place  him  in  a 
position  wholly  different  from  that  ocen- 
pied  by  the  tenant  who  purchased 
under  the  Acts  of  1885  and  1887,  or 
under  the  13th  section  of  the  Act  of 
1891  by  subsidising  the  man  who  had 
gone  through  the  ordeal  of  eviction.  The 
landlord  was  to  get  a  sum  not  exceeding 
two  years'  arrears  of  rent,  and  the  tenant 
was  to  pay  or  secure  the  rent  for  one 
of  those  years,  while  the  State  was  to 
secure,  or  advance,  the  other,  and  to 
assist  him  by  enabling  him  to  rebuild 
such  dwellings  on  the  holding  as  had 
been  destroyed, 

Mr.  CBILLY  :  Burnt  down. 
•Mr.  W.  KENNY  :  "Burnt  down,"  if 
the  hon.  Member  wished  to  use  the  term. 
At  any  rate,  the  State  was  to  advance 
the  tenant  a  sum  of  £50  for  rebuilding 
purposes,  and  he  ventured  to  say  that 
such  a  provision  would  create  great  dis- 
content and  dissatisfaction  in  the  minds 
of  all  the  neighbours  of  those  reinstated 
tenants  who  had  endeavoured  to  pay  their 
rent  honourably  from  year  to  year.  The 
Bill  as  it  stood  was  open  to  many  other 
criticisms.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  told  them  that  night  that  he  in- 
tended to  increase  the  sum  to  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  arbitrators  from 
£100,000  to  £250,000.  Why  had  he 
done  that  ?  They  had  it  on  the  authority 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  there 
were  3,800  evicted  tenants  in  Ireland  at 
the  present  time  who  might  seek  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  Act.  The 
pressure  of  that  circumstance  no  doubt 
accounted  for  the  increase  in  the  amount. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  That  is  the  maxi- 
mum number.  . 

Mr.  W.  KENNY  said  that,  at  any 
rate,  provision  would  have  to  be  ma<le 
for  3,800  tenants.  Was  this  Bill  meant 
to  pass  ?  Hon.  Members  after  that  De- 
bate would  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  unreality  in  th^ 
effort  to  pass  it.  He  felt  confident  that 
few  people  believed  that  the  measure 
would  pass^  or  was*  even  meant  to  pass. 
£ven  the  evicted  tenants  themselves  did 
BOt  believe  it  was  going  to  pass. '  He  no- 


ticed the  other  day  an  account  of  an  in- 
quest in  Cork  on  the  body  of  a  man 
— ^an  evicted  tenant,  who  had  died 
under  an  archway,  having  refused 
a  home  which  had  been  offered  to  him, 
and  had  eventually  succumbed  to  ex- 
posure ;  and  the  coroner,  in  putting  the 
case  before  the  jury,  asked  them  to  con- 
sider whether  the  tenant  was  under  the 
hallucination  that  Mr.  Morley  was  going 
to  restore  the  evicted  tenants.  If  this  Bill 
should  become  law  its  main  effect  would 
be  to  create  discontent  and  irritatiou  in  the 
highest  possible  degree.  He  agreed  with 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  who  moved 
the  rejection  of  the  Bill  that  there  was 
no  finality  whatever  in  it,  and  that  instead 
of  healing  the  wound  of  which  the  Chief 
Secretary  spoke,  it  would  only  widen 
and  deepen  it,  and  would  create  greater 
friction  than  had  ever  existed  in  Ireland, 
not  only  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
but  also  among  different  sections  of 
Irish  tenants. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  '^now,*'  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  ^'  upon  this 
day  three  months." — {Colonel  Saunder- 
son.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  word 
*  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  LOCKWOOD  (York)  said,  this 
question  was  one  in  which  he  had  for  a 
long  time  taken  a  deep  interest,  and  it 
was  one  with  which  he  had  become  inti- 
mately connected  in  the  course  of  his 
professional  career.  In  1888  when,  with 
others,  he  was  engaged  in  the  long  in- 
quiry known  as  the  Pamell  Commission, 
he  became  familiar  with  the  terrible 
history  of  Irish  distress  and  with  the 
terrible  tale  of  Irish  evictions.  He  was 
not  at  all  surprised  to  find  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  in  considerable  doubt  as  to 
how  the  Opposition  intended  to  deal  with 
the  measure,  for  they  were  under  the 
impression  that  the  Bill  was  to  be  met  by 
an  Amendment  which  began  with  words 
with  which  he  felt  sure  every  true  friend 
of  Ireland,  upon  whichever  side  of  the 
House  he  sat,  must  thoroughly  sympathise. 
The  words  were — 

"That  whilst  willing  to  consider  any  just  and 
practicable  proposal  for  the  reinstatement  of  the 
evicted  tenants," 

and  then  the  Amendment  went  on  to  ex* 
press  an  opinion  in  a  sense  hostile  to  the 
measure.     With  tbi^^j^tid^^^,f^^|^ 
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expressioDof  ho6tiU  opinion  they  did  not, 
o{  course,  agree  ;  but  thej  admired  the 
courage  which  had  distinguished  an  hon. 
Member  sitting  on  that  side  of  the  House, 
and  which  had  enabled  him  to  stand  up 
for  that  which  he  believed  to  be  justice 
in  this  matter — that  the  proposal  sub- 
mitted was  one  which  could  not  be  met 
merely  with  a  cold  negative  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  St.  Stephen's  Green,  or 
be  disposed  of  by  the  more  warlike  de- 
monstration of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  who  moved  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill.  He  recognised,  and  he  thought  the 
House  would  recognise,  that  there  was 
an  expression  of  sympathy  in  the  words 
he  had  quoted  for  which,  whether 
they  agreed  with  the  conclusion  to 
which  the  Amendment  would  •  lead 
or  not,  they  ought  to  feel  thankful. 
He  felt  sure  he  was  prepared,  if  it  had 
fallen  to  his  lot  to  meet  the  measure  with 
this  Amendment,  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion in  that  spirit  of  conciliation  which 
was  the  only  true  spirit  in  which  it 
could  properly  be  approached.  But  they 
were  met  here  by  a  negative  and  nothing 
else.  They  had  had  a  speech  from  the 
boo.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  North  Armagh,  and  one  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  for  the  City  of 
Dublin,  in  which  they  were  invited  simply 
to  negative  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  no  solution — ^no  suggestion  of 
a  solution — of  these  difficulties  was 
offered  by  either  of  these  gentlemen. 
However  much  they  might  differ  with 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  he  did  in 
his  speech  refer  to  the  Bill  and  attempt 
8ome  criticism  of  it ;  but  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman,  he  ventured  to  say, 
bad  established  a  record,  for  he  had 
criticised  the  Bill  without  referring  to  a 
single  line  of  it,  and  where  he  had  failed 
in  detailed  criticism  he  had  made  up  in 
that  wealth  of  invective  which  belonged 
solely  to  gentlemen  in  his  honourable 
profession.  To  deal  with  some  of  the 
criticisms  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man he  thought,  first  of  all^  he  was  in 
error  when  he  said  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  in  dealing  with  Section 
13  of  the  Act  of  1891  claimed  for  it  that 
it  was  on  all-fours  with  or  went  as  far 
as  the  Bill  with  which  they  were  now 
dealing.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  nothing  of  the  kind.  What  he  had 
said  if  he  (Mr.  Look  wood)  had  rightly 
understood  him,  was,  ''  The  principle  of 
Section  13  of  the  Aet  of  1891  sanctions 
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the  policy  of  my  Bill.  I  am  not 
to  be  reproached  with  exceptional  policy 
in  this  regard,  because  in  this  13th  9ec- 
tion  of  the  Bill  of  1891  you  have  that 
very  policy  foreshadowed  whioh  my  Bill 
will  endeavour  to  complete."  The  right 
hon,  Geotleman^s  answer,  he  took  it, 
would  be,  ^'  I  do  not  claim  that  tny  Bill 
is  only  co-extensive  with  the  13th  sec* 
tion  of  the  Act  of  1891."  They  were 
grateful  to  the  right  hon.  Gebtleman  for 
going  beyond  the  four  corners  of  that 
section^  for  experience  had  abown  that  it 
was  not  in  itself  sufficient.  If  it  had 
been  the  present  measure  would  have 
been  unnecessary.  Then  complaint  was 
made  about  thrusting  an  obnoxious 
tenant  upon  the  landlord.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  must  have  forgotten 
the  procedure  of  the  Bill — he  must  have 
forgotten  that  before  even  the  arbitrator 
could  be  called  on  to  decide  as  between 
the  landlord  and  tenant,  that  the  tenant 
had  to  make  out  what  was  called  in  the 
Bill  a  prima  facie  case,  and  if  he  failed 
I  to  make  that  case  out  to  the  satisfaction 
I  of  the  arbitrator  his  case  could  never  be 
I  heard.  When  a  prima  Jacie  case  was 
made  out  theu  the  third  sub-section  pro- 
vided procedure  which  he  should  have 
thought  ample  to  secure  any  landlord 
from  having  a  tenant  thrust  on  him  in  a 
way  that  would  render  reinstatement  an 
injustice.  The  hoe.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man said  that  under  the  Bill  the  landlord 
might  have  forced  upon  him  a  mere  "  out- 
sider." Who  did  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  mean  when  he  spoke  of  an  out- 
sider ?  Did  he  mean  a  man  outside  his 
tenancy  ?  He  was  iu  that  sense 
an  outsider.  He  was  outside  his 
tenancy,  and  in  many  oases  it  was  a 
cruel  shame  that  ho  was  outside 
it.  Did  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man use  this  term  ^* outsider"  as  an 
epithet  of  reproach  ?  If  he  did  it  was  in 
that  sense  and  under  those  conditions 
most  inapt.  The  man  was  no  outsider. 
In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  he.  was  a  man 
who  had  lived  his  life  tkete  land  had  fol- 
lowed others  who  had  lived  their  lives 
there.  The  hon.  l^d  gallant  Member 
might  have  a  very  keen  knowledge  of 
these  Acts  of  Parliament^  but  he  had  told 
them  very  frankly  thut  he  had  no  con- 
nection with  the  land«  That  might  ex- 
plain his  having  so  little  knowledge  of 
the  people  who  bad  dwelt  upon  it.  Then 
the  hon.  and  learned  Grentleman  oom- 

phuned  of  the  Bill.     He  said  it  was  corn- 
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pulsory,  and,  as  being  compulsory,  w^s 
apt  to  work  injustice.  He  (Mr.  Lock- 
wood)  had  no  wish  to  Weary  the  House 
by  recalling  to  its  recollection  what  wad 
to  be  done  before  the  tenant  could  be  re- 
instated. But  it  should  be  remembered 
that  after  establishing  tiprimh  facie  case 
the  «3rd  sub-section  of  Clause  1  applied. 
That  sub-section  was  in  these  words  : — 

**  I£  the  landlord  eo  diows  cause  the  arbitra- 
tors shall  hear  the  parties,  and  atter  considera- 
tion of  the  question  whether  the  conduct  of 
either  landlord  or  tenant  has  been  unreasonable, 
or  whether  the  one  has  unreasonably  refused 
any  proposal  made  by  the  other,  may  dismiss 
the  petition  or  make  the  order  absolute  subject 
of  not  to  conditions  to  be  performed  by  either 
landlord  or  tenant,  and  generally  may  ma1(e 
such  order  in  the  matter  as  the  arbitrators  n^ay 
think  most  oonsiBtent  with  justice." 

The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would, 
he  was  sure,  admit  that  if  this  procedure 
was  honestly  carried  out  and  these  duties 
were  faithfully  discharged  by  the  Gen- 
tlemen who  were  to  be  appointed  arbi- 
trators under  the  Bill  the  word  compul- 
sory could  not  be  applied  to  the 
reinstatement.  When  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  criticising  the 
Bill  he  (Mr.  Lockwood)  had  waited  in 
vain  to  hear  a  criticism  of  the  names  the 
right  Jion.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  disclosed  as  being  those  he  pro- 
posed to  submit  to  the  House  as  worthy 
of  the  oflice  created  by  the  measure. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  not 
made  a  single  suggestion  that  it  was  to  be 
supposed  for  a  moment  that  these  gentle- 
men were  not  perfectly  honest  or  would 
not  properly  carry  out  their  duties. 
What  was  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man^s  next  grievance  ?  He  objected  to 
the  £50  for  the  rebuilding  of  houses. 
This  was  rather  surprising.  He  (Mr. 
Lockwood)  should  have  thought  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  would  have 
paused  before  in  any  way  inviting  public 
attention  to  the  circumstances  which 
rendered  that  provision  necessary.  Any- 
one who  took  the  trouble  to  read  the 
account  of  the  wanton  and  indefensible 
destruction  of  houses  in  connection  T^th 
tbese  evictions  could  but  feel  that  if  these 
things  were  done  under  the  name  of  law, 
they  were  acts  calculated  to  bring  the 
Ibtt  into  the  direst  contempt.  He  did  not 
know  that  he  quite  appreciated  the  re- 
levancy of  the  reference  to  the  Coroner's 
inqnest  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem,- 
ber  had  referred  to.  He  did  not  know 
irhat  the  reflult  of  the  inquiry .  was,  or 


what  applicifttion'  it  had  to  the  question 
before  the  Housq.  He  came  now  to  what 
he  would  call  the  record  Second  Reading 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
(Colonel  Saunderson).  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member*s  speeches  began,  as  his 
speeches  generally  did  begin^  with  some- 
thing about  himself.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  said  he  ought  not  to  be 
called  an  irreconcilable,  because  he 
voted  for  the  Land  Act  of  1870.  But 
what  place  did  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  represent  in  1870?  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  was  recon- 
cilable, and  voted  for  the  Land  Act  of 
1870  when  he  was  Member  for  Cavan, 
but  he  was  irreconcilable,  and  voted 
against  this  Bill  when  he  was  Member 
for  North  Armagh.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  said  he  did  not  intend  to  deal 
with  the  details  of  the  Bill.  That 
promise  was  given  early  in  his  some- 
what discursive  observations,  and  it  was 
a  promise  which  was  rigorously  kept  till 
the  time  he  sat  down.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman,  speaking  not  in 
detail  but  at  large  on  the  subject  of  the 
Bill,  said  it  "  was  the  most  extraordinary 
monstrosity  that  had  been  produced  in 
this  or  any  other  Parliament.''  Let  him 
(Mr.  Lockwood)  give  a  friendly  word  of 
warning  to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member. 
Let  him  not  get  rid  of  all  his  superlatives 
now  ;  otherwise  he  would  have  nothing 
left  for  the  Home  Rule  Bill.  Then  they 
were  told  that  if  this  Bill  passed  there 
could  be  no  prospect  of  peace  ;  but  what 
prospect  of  peace  was  there  if  it  did  not 
pass?  The  evicted  tenants  in  Ireland  were 
looking  forward  to  this  measure  with  an 
anxiety  which  no  language  could 
adequately  describe.  It  was  an  ex- 
pectancy which,  if  It  were  not  realised, 
must  have  disastrous  results.  The  hon. 
and  gallant,  Member  frankly  told  the 
House  that  this  Bill  should  not  become 
law.  How  did  he  know  that  ?  He 
(Mr.  Lockwood)  supposed  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  had  the  confidence 
of  "  another  place."  The  House  would 
note,  and  he  thought  the  country  would 
note,  that  the  Mover  of  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill  warnbd  the  House  that  even  if 
they  passed  the  Bill  it  would  be  rejected 
in  another  place.  He  (Mr.  Lockwood) 
hoped  with  all  his  heart  that  wiser 
counsels  might  prevail ;  but  if  not  he 
would  ask  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
,  man  what  then  would  be  the  prospects  of 
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Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  Where  ? 

Mr.  LOCKWOOD:  Either  in  Ire- 
land DC  in  England.  He  came  now  to 
what  he  might  venture  to  call  the  grand 
fijioJe  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member's 
.  speech.  The  hon,  and  gallant  Gentleman 
told  hon.  Members  that  they  were  called 
upon  to  paj  Irish  conspirators  the  wages 
of  iniquity  out  of  a  despoiled  Church. 
Yes,  but  there  was  no  objection  to 
despoiling  that  Church  when  the  money 
was  to  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  Irish 
landlords.  It  would  form  an  interesting 
subject  of  inquiry  to  ascertain  how  much 
of  the  money  of  that  Church  had  gone 
into  the  pockets  of  the  Irish  landlords. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  does  not 
seem  to  be  aware  that  the  money  under 
this  Bill  is  to  go  into  our  pockets. 

Mr.  LOCKWOOD  said,  that  was  just 
what  he  was  coming  to.  He  was  about 
to  tell  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
not  to  be  downhearted,  for  this  money 
wouFd  come  to  him  as  well.  He  was 
glad  to  see  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  appreciated  the  position. 
Well,  was  there  any  justification  for  this 
last  attack — namely,  that  the  money  was 
to  go  to  pay  criminal  conspirators,  and 
was  to  be  taken  from  a  despoiled 
Church  ?  There  were,  it  was  said,  two 
classes  of  tenants  to  be  dealt  with.  The 
one  class  appeared  to  have  the  sympathy 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  and 
the  other  class  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  said  would  have  sympathy 
from  none.  These  were  the  men  who, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  were 
in  better  circumstances  themselves,  had 
had  some  regard  for  their  weaker 
brethren,  and,  seeing  their  hard  lot  had 
at  great  sacrifice  to  themselves  hastened 
to  assist  them.  Did  the  hon.  and 
gallant  or  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
think  that  the  tenants  of  Ireland  as  a 
body  would  consent  to  a  reinstatement 
one  of  the  terms  of  which  was  to  leave 
outside  the  ^nle  of  the  arrangement  the 
men  who  had  stood  beside  them  in  the 
hour  of  their  need  ?  If  the  hon.  and 
gallant  and  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
men thought  that  they  little  understood 
their  fellow-countrymen.  Why,  on  the 
Massereene  estate  the  tenants  had  an 
abatement  offered,  which  they  would 
have  accepted  but  for  the  fact  that  two 
ringleaders,  as  they  were  called,  were 
left  outside  the  proposed  anvngement, 
and  so  the  rest  of  the  tenants  refused  to 


be  reinstated.  All  honour  to  them  for 
it !  It  would  be  a  disgrace,  indeed,  to 
the  Irish  tenants  ;  it  would  be  conduct 
of  which  he  did  not  believe  them 
capable,  that  they  should  consent,  even 
if  Parliament  asked  them  to  do  so,  to 
enter  into  their  holdings  and  to  leave 
still  out  in  the  cold  the  men  who  had 
made  the  greatest  sacrifices  for  them  in 
their  time  of  need.  It  was  said  on  the 
first  reading  of  the  Bill  that  to  take  the 
funds  from  such  a  source  as  that  indi- 
cated in  the  Bill  would  amount  to 
sacrilege.  Certainly  no  such  language 
as  that  had  been  used  on  the  present 
occasion.  The  money  was,  in  fact,  to 
come  from  a  fund  which  in  188U  supplied 
£1|500,000,  the  greater  proportion,  if 
not  the  wiiole,  of  which  found  its  way 
into  the  pockets  of  the  landlords.  On 
other  oco4isions  the  same  fund  had  beeu 
drawn  upon,  and  the  landlords  had 
benefited  from  it  as  they  would  benefit 
in  the  present  instance.  But  was  it  an 
uneconomic  act  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  propose  this  Bill,  even  if  the 
matter  were  put  upon  the  lowest  ground  ? 
What  had  been  the  cost  to  the  country 
of  the  evictions  that  had  taken  plac^ 
since  1879 — the  cost  of  the  attendance 
of  the  police,  the  attendance  of  the  mili- 
tary, the  arrests,  the  convictions,  the 
maintenance  of  prisoners  in  gaol,  the  out- 
door relief,  and  the  grants  under  the 
Prevention  of  Crimes  Act,  The  cost 
had  been  £115,418.  Therefore,  putting 
the  matter  on  the  lowest  ground  of 
pounds,  shillings*  and  pence,  the  propo- 
sal was  justified.  By  the  passing  of  this 
Bill  the  landlords  would  benefit,  the 
tenants  would  benefit,  and  the  public 
would  benefit.  Who,  then,  was  to  pre- 
vent them  from  having  it  ?  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  said  *'  another 
place.'*  Then  let  the  House  of  Lords 
bear  the  penalties  and  the  responsibility. 
The  responsibility  would  not,  however,  he 
felt  sure,  rest  upon  the  House  of  Commons^ 
for  he  believed  that  House  would  pass 
the  Bill  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Dublin  University): 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  commenced  his  speech 
by  reminding  us  that  bis  interest  in  the 
country  from  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  come  was  first  inculcated  by  his  con- 
nection with  the  Special  Commission.  If 
there  is  one  thing  more  than  another  that 
I  am  personally  aware  of  in  conueotion 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  it 
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is  tbis,  that  in  any  matter  fn  vhich  he  is 
professioDally  engaged  he  is  always  sure 
to  ensure  a  righteous  verdict.  When  he 
reminded  me  that  he  had.  been  engaged 
in  learning  the  Irish  Question  as  a  pro- 
fessional advocate  before  the  Special 
Commission,  I  was  tempted  to  turn  to 
the  verdict  of  the  Special  Commissioners 
as  to  the  motives  and  objects  of  the 
evicted  tenants  in  Ireland,  whom  we  are 
now  asked  bj  this  Bill  to  restore  to 
their  holdings.  Of  course,  Sir,  if 
those  tenants  had  been  evicted  be- 
cause thej  were  oppl-essed  by  the 
Irish  landlords,  that  would  be  an 
aspect  of  the  case  with  which  many 
Members  might  sympathise.  But  what 
was  the  verdict  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  assisted  in  getting  ?  It 
was  that  these  evictions  had  been  brought 
about  by  a  criminal  conspiracy  and  by 
illegal  means,  with  the  object  of  expelling 
from  Ireland  those  landlords  who  are 
styled  the  English  garrison.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  says  that  his  interest 
in  this  question  of  the  evicted  tenants 
was  aroused  for  the  first  time 

Mr.  LOCKWOOD  :  I  did  not  say  the 
first  time. 

Mr.  CARSON:  Well,  that  it  was 
aroused  by  the  Commission,  and  that  that 
was  his  reason  for  addressing  the  House 
— ^because  there  was  an  illegal  conspiracy 
to  expel  Englishmen  from  Ireland.  I 
am  not  going  to  follow  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  He  is 
always  eloquent,  always  able,  and,  above 
all  things,  always  good-natured.  Cer- 
tainly, as  far  as  his  good-natured  chafiT 
went,  I  had  not  any  reason  for  wishing 
to  interfere  between  him  and  the  House. 
I  turn  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley).  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  me  the  honour  of  referring 
to  the  observations  I  made  on  the  intro- 
duction of  this  Bill  by  him  in  April  last. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  insinuated  to 
the  House  that  in  some  way  or  other  I 
had  changed  my  mind  or  my  position  in 
regard  to  this  Bill.  I  have  done  nothing 
of  the  kind.  What  I  said  then,  and  what 
I  say  now,  I  will  read  to  the  House.  I 
said — 

'^I  know  enough  of  Ireland  to  say  that  I 
b^ere  and  admit  that  the  question  of  the 
evicted  tenants,  whether  they  were  rightly  or 
wrongly  eyicted,  and  whether  they  were 
evicted  for  the  pturpoee  of  advancing  a  par- 
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ticaiar  class  of  politics  or  not,  that  as  long  as 
it  remains  unsettled  the  question  of  t^e  eyicted 
tenants  means  a  great  deal  with  reference  to  the 
peace  of  Ireland." 

I  said  that  then,  and  I  say  that  now  ;  but 
why  did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  stop 
there  and  not  r^  the  next  sentence,  in 
which  I  said— 

**  I  do  not  wish  it  for  a  moment  to  he  supposed 
I  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  pro- 
posed a  satisfactoiy  solution." 

I  said  that  then,  and  I.  aay 
that  now;  and  I  do  not  see  any 
reason  in  the  world  why  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  insinuate  to  the  House 
or  to  anyone  that  I,  at  all  events,  have 
changed  my  position  or  changed  my  re- 
gard to  this  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  never  meant  to 
insinuate  that  he  had  changed  his  con- 
victions witlr  regard  to  the  Bill.  What 
I  meant  and  said  was,  that  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  Resolation  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  behind  him  for  the  Re- 
solution of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  meant  that 
the  Party  opposite  had  taken  a  non 
possumus  attitude,  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  repudiated. 

Mr.  CARSON  :  I  do  not  know  why 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  quoted  me  in 
reference  to  the  matter,  if  not  insinuating 
to  the  House  in  some  way  or  other  I  had 
receded  from  the  position  I  ventured  to 
defend  on  the  occasion  of  the  First  Read- 
ing. But  that  is  a  matter  of  very  little 
importance,  and  what  I  wish  now  to 
discuss  somewhat  in  a  serious  way  is  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
the  provisions  by  which  he  proposes  to 
settle  this  question.  I  do  say  again,  as 
I  said  on  the  First  Reading,  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  proposed  a  settle- 
ment of  this  question  which  I  deemed 
fair  to  those  parties  who  had  been  sup- 
porting and  acting  under  the  law  in  Ire- 
land, I  would  certainly  support  him, 
but  that  is  not  the  position  unfortunately 
which  he  has  taken  up.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  so  far  from  wishing  to  sup- 
port those  who  have  acted  under  the  law 
and  in  obedience  to  the  law  in  Ireland, 
takes  a  position  here  as  the  champion  of 
those  who  have  resisted  the  law,  and 
resisted  it  for  political  purposes.  The 
right  hon.  Grentleman,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
has  not  put  his  case  upon  any  unreason- 
able or  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  landlords  of  Ireland,  or  upon  any 
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want  of  protectioD  afforded  to  the  teoaots 
of  Ireland  under  the  Land  Laws,  and  it 
is  to  be  noted  that  while  he  proposes  to 
ask  the  House  to  vote  £250,000  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  tenants  who  have  no 
title  to  the  holdiiigd  from  which  they  have 
been  evicted  in  Ireland,  he  does  not  sug- 
gest there  ought  to  be  any  legal  change 
in  the  law  for  the  better  protection  of 
the  tenants.  The  whole  argument  is  that 
if  this  House  is  not  prepared  to  yield  to 
tenants  who  have  been  the  dupes 
of  a  dishonest  and  immoral  policy, 
if  they  do  not  do  that  you  can- 
not vouch  for  the  peace  of  Ireland. 
Why  do  I  use  the  words  *^  dishonest  and 
immoral  policy  "  ?  I  will  tell  you  why. 
One  great  statesman  who  sits  on  that 
Bench,  the  right .  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  went  over  to  Ireland  in  the  time  of 
Ireland^s  greatest  agitation,  and  having 
got  a  pledge  from  Dubliu  Castle  for  his 
o^n  personal  safety 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Shaw- 
Lefeviie,  Bradford,  Central)  :  That  is 
absolutely  and  totally  false. 

Mr.  CARSON  :  I  accept  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
[CVtc#  of  "  Withdraw  !  "  ]  I  said  I  ac- 
cepted the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  What  am  I  wanted  to  do  more 
than  that  ?  [Cries of  "  Apologise  I "]  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  went  down  to  these 
unfortunate  tenants  and  gave  a  pledge  on 
behalf  of  the  Party  of  which  he  was  an 
eminent  Member  that  the  moment  they 
came  into  power 

Mr.  SHAW  -  LEFEVRE  :  I  must 
again  correct  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman. I  expressly  said  I  spoke  for  my- 
self, and  I  had  no  authority  to  speak  for 
my  Party. 

Mr.  CARSON  :  Very  well,  then,  I 
put  it  in  this  way :  that  he  expected  the 
peasantry  of  Ireland  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  as  a 
Member  of  the  Liberal  Party  and  as  an 
ex-Member  of  the  Liberal  Cabinet.  I 
make  him  a  present  of  that.  But,  Sir,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  went  down,  at  all 
events,  and  be  gave  his  own  pledge  that 
within  l^ree  months  after  the  Liberal 
Party  was  restored  to  powers— 

Mr.    T.    W.     RUSSELL    (Tyrone, 
S.)  :  One  month. 
Mr.  Carson 


Mr.  CARSON  :  Within  one  month 
these  teeants  woold  be  restored  to  their 
holdings.  For  two  years  they  have  been 
in  Office,  and  the  least  one  might  have 
expected  is  that  after  such  a  pledge  given 
to  these  tenants  he  would  have  tried  to 
effect  his  object  with  his  colleagues  or 
that  he  would  have  resigned  his  office. 
But  that  was  the  last  thing  the  right  hon. 
Gentlecoan  intended.  And  why  do  I  refer 
to  that?  Because  the  right  hou. 
Gentleman  is  the  one  man  of  all 
others  sitting  on  that  Bench  who  in 
1882  came  before  this  House  and 
blamed  the  Irish  landlords  that  they 
were  not  firm  in  enforcing  their  rights  io 
Ireland,  and  he  was  the  one  man  who 
got  up  and  accused  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  (Mr.  Pamell),  the  Leader  of  the 
Irish  Party,  of  having  adopted  a  policy 
that  was  dishonest  and  immoral,  and 
complained  of  the  landlords  not  acting 
with  more  firmness  in  asserting  their 
rights.  And  this  hon.  Gentleman  is  the 
same  hon.  Member  who  afterwards  goes 
down,  I  think,  to  the  County  of  Galway, 
and  asks  the  ignorant  Irish  peasant  to 
draw  a  distinction  between  what  he  said 
as  a  private  Member  and  as  a*  Member 
prepared  to  accept  Office.  What,  then,  is 
the  whole  argument  of  the  right  hou. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  ?  Ho 
says,  if  we  do  not  pass  this  Bill  he 
cannot  vouch  for  peace  in  Ireland,  and 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  who  haft 
just  spoken  made  one  last  appeal,  and 
said,  putting  it  on  the  lowest  ground,  wo 
ought  to  consider  the  cost  to  the  country. 
What  does  that  mean — what  does  it  all 
come  to  ?  It  simply  means  this  :  that 
unless  you  pass  a  Bill,  no  matter  how  bad» 
no  matter  how  unfair,  if  there  is  only 
sufficient  disturbance  of  the  peace  in 
Ireland,  you  are  bound  to  submit.  So 
mob  law  is  the  foundation  of  a  Liberal 
Government ;  rather  submit  to  that  than 
incur  the  necessary  cost  of  preserving 
peace  in  Ireland.  That  is  the  view  put 
forward  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  which  is  entirely  in  keep- 
ing with  a  great  portion  of  his  adminis- 
tration in  Ireland,  because  he  knows  as 
well  as  I  do  there  are  tenants  there  who 
have  taken  farms  who  are  living,  lives 
worse  than  the  lives  of  galley  slaves, 
because  be  dare  not  put  the  law  in  force 
against  the  wish  of  the  Members  below 
the  Gangway, 
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Mr.  CARSON :  We  have  argued  it 
out  before,  and  all  I  can  say  is  that  every 
day  I  receive  letters  from  people  in  Ireland 
describing  the  most  outrageous  interfer- 
ence with  liberty. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  :  Why  did  he  not 
bring  them  before  me  ? 

Mr.  GAR80N  :  I  oonstandy  do  so  ; 
I  brought  them  before  the  notice  of  the 
House  on  the  disoussion  of  his  salary. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  CARSON :  He  says,  "  Hear, 
hear  I  ^  but  what  did  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman tell  me  on  that  occasion  ?  He 
said,  ^  What  harm  is  done  ?  True  it  is 
a  man  lost  his  trade,  his  windows  were 
broken  ;  true  it  Is  his  servants  left  him, 
his  smith  would  not  shoe  his  horses,  but 
what  harm  is  done  ?** 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  did  not  say 
that. 

Mr.  CARSON  :  Did  he  prosecute  the 
person  who  did  this  thing  ?  No,  he 
said  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  do  so. 
Well,  I  pass  on  from  that  matter  and 
come  to  the  first  statement  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  ventured  to  make  in,  I 
think,  a  spirit  of  confident  assurance  that 
did  him  credit,  and  which  probably  is  the 
result  of  his  holding  office  in  the  difficult 
position  in  which  he  now  finds  himself, 
and  that  is  that  h^  told  this  House 
seriously  there  was  no  new  principle  in 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  ;  Hear^  hear  I 

Mr.  CARSON :  And  he  says, "  Hear, 
hear  !;^*  J  should  like  to  ask  him  two  ques- 
tions, and  two  questions  only.  I  should 
like  to  ask  him  when  was  it,  by  any 
previous  Bill  that  he  can  refer  me  to, 
ever  proposed  to  take  the  property  of 
which  a  man  was  in  occupation  and  give 
it  to  another,  and  that  too  without  com- 
pensation ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  the  Act  of  1881  was  passed  which 
kept  on  a  tenant  against  the  will  of  the 
landlord.  True  it  was,  but  is  not  that  a 
different  thing  from  this,  that  where  a 
landlord  is  in  actual  occupation  of  his 
own  property  and  wishes  to  remain,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  come  for- 
ward and  say,  '^Whether  you  like  it  or 
not|  whether  you  are  making  money  by 
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Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  There  is  no  it  or  not,  you  must  give  up  this  pro- 
foundation  for  an  allegation  of  that  perty  ^*  ?  But  that  is  not  all,  because  the 
sort.  right  hon.  Gentleman  goes  on  and  says, 

"Yes ;  you  must  give  up  the  property  you 
are  in  occupation  of,  and  must  do  so  without 
compensation.**  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  House  what  is  the  basis  for  seeking 
to  put  these  people  practically  out  of 
possession  of  their  own  property  ?  There 
is  only  one  argument  by  which  you  can 
put  it  before  the  House  in  a  logical 
way,  and  it  is  this  :  you  can  say  it  is 
for  the  public  good  that  these  tenants 
ought  to  be  restored  to  the  holdings  and 
the  property  of  the  landlord  ought  to  be 
taken,  and  that  is  the  only  way  in  which 
you  can  argue  it.  You  have  not  sug- 
gested any  other  reason,  no  harshness  on 
the  part  of  the  landlords  or  defect  in  the 
land  laws,  because  you  do  not  propose 
to  amend  them,  and  therefore  the  only 
argument  is  that  it  is  for  the  good  of 
the  public  these  tenants  should  be  restored. 
I  ask  where  is  the  precedent  on  the 
Statute  Book  that  you  are  compelled  to 
take  property  for  the  good  of  the  State, 
and  where  it  has  been  done  without 
compensation  ?  Here  you  do  not  offi^r  a 
shilling  for  compensation.  If  property 
is  taken  for  a  railway  or  for  any  public 
object  whatever,  not  ynly  do  you  give 
compensation  to  the  person  from  whom 
you  take  the  property,  but  the  compensa- 
tion is  assessed  at  a  value  over  and  above 
the  market  value,  because  you  take  it 
compulsorily.  I  venture  to  think  the 
exclusion  of  the  principle  that  you  are 
to  compensate  to  the  fullest  extent 
renders  it  necessary  for  everyone  oo  this 
side  of  the  House  who  respects  the 
right  of  property  to  vote  for  the  Motion 
moved  by  ray  hon.  and  igaliant  Friend* 
But  there  is  another  principle  involved 
in  this  which  seems  to  me  to  go  far 
beyond  anything  ever  attempted  by  this 
House  before-— namely,  the  time  at  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to 
disturb  those  in  peaceable  possession  of 
the  property  at  this  moment.  Take 
the  case  of  the  new  tenant.  What 
is  the  proposition  of  the  right  hou» 
Gentleman  ?  He  says  that  a  tenant 
put  in  possession  15  years  ago  may  now 
be  disturbed  at  the  will  of  these  arbitra- 
tors. Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  got 
a  precedent  for  that  ?  I  shall  quote  a 
precedent  the  other  way.  What  does  he 
say  to  the  Statute  of  Limitation  ?  Under 
that  if  a  person  is  in  possession  for  1 2 
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years  he  becomes  entitled  to  the  absolute 
freehold,  and  the  right  hoa.  Gentleman 
says  he  has  a  right  to  go  beyond  that  for 
three  years  and  to  disturb  the  relations 
existing  and  the  rights  of  the  man  in 
possession.  A  more  outrageous  and  un- 
supported proposal  has  never  been 
submitted  to  the  House  of  Commons  or 
any  assembly  that  has  the  most  elemen- 
tary ideas  of  the  rights  of  property.  I 
pass  from  that  and  come  to  a  point 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  St.  Stephen's  Green  Division 
(Mr.  W.  Kenny).  As  the  Bill  now 
stands  it  applies  to  every  holding  of 
every  kind  and  description  in  Ireland ; 
as  the  Bill  is  now  framed  every  tenant  of 
a  house  in  Dublin  who  has  been  evicted 
during  the  last  15  years  haa  a  right  to 
apply  to  these  arbitrators  to  be  reinstated. 
I  want  to  know  does  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman mean  that ;  does  he  mean  this  is 
to  apply  to  tenancies  that  are  not  agri- 
cultural ;  does  it  apply  to  town  houses  or 
not  ? 

An  hon.  Member  :  Look  at  the 
Definition  Clause. 

Mr.  CABSON  :  I  have  looked  at 
that ;  I  am  not  making  my  point  without 
reading  the  Bill,  and  it  is  because  I  have 
looked  at  the  De%ition  Clause  that  I  am 
making  my  point.  The  Definition  Clause 
says — "The  term  ^holding'  shall  have 
the  same  meaning  as  in  the  definition  of 
the  Act  of  1881." 

Mr.  sexton  (Kerry,  N.)  :  Will 
that  include  town  houses  ? 

Mr.  CABSON  :  I  say  it  will ;  the 
term  "  holding  "  in  the  Act  of  1881  is  '^  a 
parcel  of  land  held  by  a  tenant  from  a 
landlord,*'  and  that  is  the  description  of 
every  house,  for  every  house  is  built  on 
a  parcel  of  land.  Hon.  Members  may 
laugh,  but  it  is  so.  I  put  that  point, 
whether  a  holding  in  a  suburb,  of  10  or 
12  acres 

Mr.  T.  HABRINGTON  (Dublin, 
Harbour) :  Can  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  give  any  instance  where  such 
land  was  held  to  be  a  holding  under  the 
Act  of  1881  ? 

Mr.  CABSON  :  No,  Sir;  and  I  tell 
him  why,  because  there  is  another  section 
in  the  Act  which  limits  the  application 
to  holdings  that  are  agricultural.  And 
why  was  that  section  put  into  the  Act  of 
1881  ?     It  was  put  in  because,  if  it  had 
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not  been,  the  term  "  holding  "  in  the  Act 
would  have  applied  to  every  single  case 
in  Ireland.  And  what  is  teore — ^the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  need  not  suppose  I 
am  making  this  point  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment — I  have  looked  into  it,  and  in 
the  Act  of  1887  I  find  the  definition  of 
"holding"  says  "but  shall  not  include 
lands  otherwise  than  those  which  are 
agricultural  or  pastoral,  or  partly  agri- 
cultural or  partly  pastoral."  But,  as  I 
said  before,  I  am  not  making  a  special 
pleading  point,  and  I  wish  to  ask  does  he 
mean  to  apply  it  to  every  case  in 
Ireland  ? 

Mr.  J.  MOBLEY  :  Certainly  not. 

Mr.  CABSON:  Does  he  mean  to 
limit  it  to  agricultural  or  pastoral,  or 
partly  agricultural  or  partly  pastoral 
land  ? 

Mr.  J.  MOBLEY  :  To  the  definition 
of  the  holding  in  the  Act  of  1881. 

Mr.  CABSON  :  Then  I  ask,  does  he 
mean  to  exclude  demesne  lands  ?  He 
does  not  know.  Does  he  mean  to  ex- 
clude purely  pastoral  holdings,  hcnne 
farms,  glebe  lands  ?  I  am  taking  every 
one  of  these  cases  excluded  by  the  Act 
of  1881,  but  apparently  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  made  up  his  mind. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  None  of  those  are 
excluded  from  purchase. 

Mr.  CABSON :  Every  one  is  excluded 
from  fair  rents. 

*Me.  SEXTON  :  Not  from  purchase. 

Mr.  CABSON  :  But  let  me  show 
the  importance  of  this  point,  and  it 
is  this.  If  you  do  not  exclude 
these  holdings,  what  will  occur  ?  These 
are  not  holdings  to  which  a  fair 
rent  applies,  and  the  landlord  has  the 
same  right  over  them,  and  if  you  put 
them  back  to-morrow  against  the  will  of 
the  landlord,  he  has  the  right  to  turn  them 
out,  and  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
does  he  mean  to  exclude  them  or  not  ? 
He  does  not  know.  For  a  further 
reason  this  is  a  matter  of  importance. 
He  proposes  to  set  up  a  tribunal,  and  pro« 
poses  to  give  it  the  power  of  deciding 
what  comes  within  the  Act,  and  we 
should  like  to  know,  before  agreeing  to 
the  tribunal,  what  they  will  have  to  de- 
cide. We  have  had  up  to  this,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  well  knows,  dif- 
ferent decbions  by  different  Judges  affect- 
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log  these  points,  and  he  and  I,  «nd  many 
others,  for  the  last  18  days  have  been 
investigating     upstairs     what    are    the 
meanings    of   all  these  decisioiis.     We 
have  had  the  advice  of  the  highest  legal 
advisers  to  assist  us,  and  what  I  want  to 
know  is  this  :  Is  this  mushroom  Arbitra- 
tion Court  to  decide  all  these  points  that 
have  been  hitherto  left  to  these  learned 
Judges  and  the  Courts,  and  eventually  to 
the  House  of  Lords  ?     All  1  can  say  is, 
1  think  the  right  hon.   Grentleman  has 
presented   to   the    House  a    very  rude 
scheme,  when  he  is  notjable  even  to  tell 
us  what  is  the  nature  of  the  holdings  In 
Ireland  to  which  he  means  his  scheme  to 
apply.     But  the    matter  does   not  rest 
there.     Not  only    can  you  not  find  out 
from  the  Bill  the  holdings  to  which  this 
Bill   applies,  but  I  defy  any  person  to 
find  out  in  what  cases  the  arbitrators  are 
to  have  the  power  of  granting  reinstate- 
ment.   I   made  this   point  on   the  first 
reading  of  the  Bill,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  me  the  honour,  as  regards 
the  point,  in  some  respects  to  say  when  I 
read  the  Bill  I  would  be  perfectly  satis- 
fied.     Well,  I  have  read  the  Bill,  and  I 
am  not  satisfied.      I  defy  anyone  reading 
the  Bill  to  come  to  any  conclusion  as  to 
the  cases    the    right    hon.    Gentleman 
means  to  include  within  the  scope  of  the 
measure.      The  right   hon.   Gentleman 
excused     himself  by  saying    that    fair 
rent    was    not    defined      by    the    Act 
of    1881.     I     think     the    fact    that  it 
was       not      defined      has      led     to     a 
good  deal  of  investigation  upstairs  and  a 
good  deal  of  difiicnlty  in  administration 
of   the  Act  of    1881.     At  all   events, 
everyone  knew  what  a  rent  was,  and 
everyone  had  some  idea  of  what  **  a  fair 
rent  ^'  was,  and  therefore  in  some  way  or 
other  you  might  arrive  at  some  sort  of 
conclusion  as  to  what  a  fair  rent  was, 
but  I  would  like  to  ask  in  all  seriousness 
who  is  there  who  has  in  his  mind  at  the 
present  moment  any  idea  of  any  kind  as 
to  what  is  a  ^^ prima  facie  case  for  rein- 
statement ?'*      Up  to   the  present  time 
the  law  was  dear  that  if  a  tenant  paid 
his  rent  and  the  costs  within  six  months 
he  has  a  right  to  be  put  back  ;  that  is 
all  we  know  about  reinstatement,  and  the 
only  reading  to  a  lawyer  would  be  that 
a  prima  facie  case  for  reinstatement  was 
that  a  man  who  was  evicted  could,  if  he 
was  prepared  to  pay  up  everything  in- 
cluding   costs,   be    reinstated    within   a 


period  of  six  montiis  ;  but  when  I  am 
told  we  are  to  put  back  a  man  who  has 
been  15    years  out — ^who  went  out  15 
years  ago  because  he  could  not  pay,  who 
has   stayed   out  ever  since  because  he 
could  not  pay — when  I  am  told  that  he  is 
in  a  position  to  come  and  make  a  primd 
facie  case  for  reinstatement,  I  can  only 
think  that  the  most  profitable  means  of 
occupation  for  a  tenant  in  Ireland  is  to 
be  out  of  possession  15  years.  Apparently 
the  case  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
this  :  that  these  people  who  have  been 
out  15  years  because  they  were  insolvent 
have  suddenly  come  to  such  a  position 
of  solvency  that  it  would  be  an  advantage, 
not  only  to  the  State  but  to  the  land- 
lords, that  they  should  be  reinstated  in 
possession.     I    do    ask  the  right   hon. 
Gentleman  to  give  us,  before  the  Debate 
concludes,  some  idea  of  what  they  were 
doing,  and  wh^t  the  arbitrators  are  to 
consider  as  the  primd  facie  case  for  rein- 
statement.    I  turn   to  the  Bill,  and   I 
find    the     first     point     is     to    consider 
the  circumstances  of  the   district.     At 
what  date  are  they  to  consider  it  ?     Is  it 
now,  under  the  rule  of   the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  assistants  in  Ireland, 
or  is  it  under  the  rule  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  and,   at  the  time  when  English 
statesmen  were  coming  over  to    make 
government     as     difficult    as     possible. 
Which  of  these  are  you  to  take  ?     Are 
you  to  take  the  fact  of  the  district  being 
quiet  or  the  fact  of  the  district  being  dis- 
turbed ?     I  would  like  to  ask  that  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  for  this  reason  that 
I  can  assure  him  that  if  the  test  of  whether 
a  prima  facie  case  wa«i  made  or  not  was 
to  depend   upon  the  quiet  or  the   dis- 
turbed   state    of    a    neighbourhood,  the 
arbitrators  will  have  plenty  to  do  ;  and 
it  would  be  a  most  unfair  test  to  place 
upon  their   shoulders.      After  all  they 
ought  to  have  some  indication  of  what 
are  the  proper   circumstances   to  guide 
them.     If  they  are  to  take  into  account 
the  circumstances  of  the  district  in  a  time 
of  quiet  or  in  a  time  of  the  neighbourhood 
being  disturbed,  what  is  the  use  of  putting 
in  anything  about  the  circumstances  ?    1 
find  only  one  other  indication,  they  are 
to   take   into   consideration  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the    eviction  took 
place.     Does  that  mean  that  they  are  to 
consider  whether  the  rent  was  due  ?  The 
tenant   cannot  be  tnrned   out   unless  at 
least  a  yearns  rent  is  due.     Does  it  mean 
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that  the  arbitmtors  are  to  consider,  when 
an  eviction  takea  place,  whether  there  was 
a  sufficient  disturbance  and  resistance 
made  to  the  SheriflTs*  officers  ?  Does 
this  mean  that  if  there  was  no  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  tanunUs  and  they  acted 
in  a  legal  way  in  aU  circumstances,  then 
they  are  to  bo  restored  ?  Does  it  mean 
that  if  there  was  no  conspiracy  against 
tlie  payment  of  rent  then  the  tenants 
would  make  out  a  prima  facie  case  ?  If 
it  does,  then  all  I  can  say  is  what  will 
become  of  all  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
tenants  ?  On  the  other  hand,  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  lay  it 
down  as  an  indication  that  even  if  only 
there  was  a  conspiracy,  tlien  there  is  a 
prima  facie  case  ?  If  so,  then.  Sir,  yon 
are  putting  a  premium  upon  illegality, 
and  I  am  sure  the  last  gentleman 
in  the  world  to  do  that  would  be  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  But, 
Sir,  if  the  arbitrators  have  not  been  suffi- 
ciently troubled  in  coming  to  a  conclusion 
as  to  what  are  the  partietilar  circum- 
stances, I  find  there  is  this  saving 
clause :  ^^Any  other  cause  sufficient 
to  authorise  tlie  reinstatement  of 
the  tenant."  What  does  that  mean? 
Here,  again,  I  must  ssk,  as  regards  this 
curious  political  novelty,  what  was  tbe 
necessity  of  putting  the  two  previous 
•cases  in  order  to  trouble  those  unfortu- 
nate gentlemen  if  any  other  cauae  sug- 
gested by  their  own  imagination  or  the 
knowledge  that  their  own  imagination  or 
the  knowledge  that  their  salaries  would 
be  discussed  on  the  Estimates  by  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway  was  to  be 
deemed  to  be  a  sufficient  cause  to  make 
a  primA  facie  case  for  reinstatement  ?  I 
fear  that,  as  regards  the  origin  and  tbe 
reason  of  this  primd  facie  case,  it  will 
remuin,  like  <*  Morley's  Mile,"  insoluble, 
and  shall  be  relegated  to  future  ages  as 
one  of  those  curiosities  which  always 
•emanate  from  statesmen  who  are  trying 
to  do  right  when  they  are  supported  by 
those  who  want  them  to  do  wrong.  As 
a  landlord  has  nothing  to  say  to  this 
prima  facie  case  for  reinstatement  there 
is  a  hearing  before  the  arbitrator  when 
the  landlord  comes  in  to  show  cause.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  it  is  that  the 
arbitrator  will  have  to  consider  as  suffi- 
cient cause  shown  on  tbe  part  of  the 
landlord.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
given  the  House  no  infonnation  o\  this 
point.  But  the  question  is  to  be  as^ed, 
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''Has  tbe  conduct  either, of  the  landlord 
or  the  tenant  been  unreasonable  ?  "  What 
is  unreasonable  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  tenant  ?  Is  it  unreasonable  on  the 
part  of  the. tenant  that  he  should  not  pay 
a  judicial  rent  fised  by  a  tribunal  ?  Of 
course  it  is?  Well  then.  Sir,  is  every 
tenant  who  has  not  paid  a  judicial  rent 
to  be  refused  reinstatement  to  his  holding  ? 
Is  that  the  meaning  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ?  Is  it  onreasonable  on 
the  part  of  the  tenant  to  refuse  to 
pay  because  oth^r  tenants  will  not 
be  reinstated  to  .their  holdings. 
What  about  all  those  tenants  under 
the  Plan  of  Campaign  of  whom  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  York  spoke  in 
sucl)  eulogistic  terms,  and  who  said  they 
could  have  settled  on  the  Maseereene 
Estate  and  would  not,  becausjs  other 
tenants  were  refused  to  be  taken  back. 
The  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  has 
told  the  House  that  he  knew  tenants  who 
could  pay  and  would  not  pay  because  he 
told  them  not  to  pay.  Is  that  unreason- 
able conduct  or  not  ?  Is  this  tribunal 
solemnly  to  hold  that  it  was  unreasonable 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  landlord 
because  he  ejected  a  tenant  who  could 
pay  and  would  not  because  the  hon. 
Member  told  him  not  to  pay  ?  That 
case  will  ariae  every  day  before  the 
arbitrator  ;  it  will  be  the  first  case  he  will 
have  to  consider.  It  is  to  put  back  these 
tenants  that  the  Government  have 
broi^ght  in  this  Bill.  And  before  the 
House  passes  this  Bill  let  hon.  Members 
recollect  that  the  object  of  the  measure 
is  not  to  restore  to  the  holdings  tenants 
who  have  been  evicted  because  they 
could  not  pay  an  exorbitant  rent^  and 
because  tbe  landlord  would  not  act 
reasonably  towards  them,  but  because 
they  have  turned  out  tenants  who  were 
able  to  pay  but  would  not  because,  for 
political  purposes,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mayo  advised  them  not  to  do  so.  I  have 
been  furnished  with  the  particulars  of 
many  cases  that  will  actually  arise  if  the 
Bill  becomes  law,  and  I  will  vouch  for 
the  accuracy  of  the  facts.  Twenty*five 
years  ago  a  landlord  let  a  farm  of 
200  acres  in  the  County  of  Kildare,  and 
a  new  residence  he  had  just  erected. 
Being  a  lawyer,  he  found  it  necessary  to 
live  in  Dublin.  After  a  lapse  of  15  years 
— that  is  10  years  ago,  which  would 
bring  the  case  within  the  scope  of  the 
Bill — the  tenant  was  ejected  for  non- 
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i>ajm6Dt     of    reat,    and     the    landlord 
resamed  possession.     He  died  five  years 
ago,    leaving  tlie    residue    to    his    son 
charged  with  legacies  and  other  charges 
to  the  amount  of  £3,000.     The  son  gave 
up   his   profession   in   Dahlin,   went   to 
reside  on  the  farm,  paid  off  the  charge  of 
€3,000,  and  expended  £600  in  improving 
the  farm.   I  want  to  know  is  that  evicted 
tenant  to  be  restored  to   his   holding  ? 
Is^   that    gentleman      who     upon     the 
Wth      of       the      English      law      has 
S^Ten    up    his     profession     in     Dublin 
ind  expended  £3,600  upon  this  holding 
to  \)e  ejected  in  favour  of  the  tenant  ?    If 
wt,  what  protects  him  under  the  Bill  ? 
U  he  is,  where  is  jour  provision  for  com- 
pensation ?     There  is  no  provision  for  a 
sbiliiDg  of  compensation.     These  cases 
^11  iDultiply  as  the  matter  goes  on.     It 
ia  ill  very  well  for  the  Government  to 
^  blind  to  these  facts  by  keeping  their 
^jes  on  the  Plan  of  Campaign  tenants. 
1  ^ould  rather  have  them  say  outright, 
**iet  the  arbitrators  put  back  these  Plan 
^Campaign  tenants,  and  those  only," 
^  do  it  m  the  light  of  day.     Let  us 
^  becanse  you  are  trying  to  wrap  it  up 
*w  envelop  it  as  if  you  were  carrying 
out  a    great  act  of  justice,  sacrifice  the 
f^bts  of  those  who  have  not  been  mixed 
op  either  in  politics  or  in  this  agricultural 
jc^lution  which  has  been  going  on  in 
™»«id  during  the  last  15  years.     Take 
tnotfaorcase — that  of  a  gentleman  who 
five  Or  six  years  ago  evicted  a  tenant  for 
eome    yeftrs'  rent  amounting  to  £1,000. 
'nie  farm  was  near  his  own  house,  so  he 
^ff^^    down     his    own     demesne    wall 
^   took  in  the  farm.     Is  that  evicted 
tenant  to  go  back  to  his  holding  ?     If 
not,  ^what  is  there  in  the  Bill  to  protect 
the  landlord  ?     It  might  be  said  that  in 
anch  a  case  the  purposes  of  the  land  had 
^"^  altered.    Then  the  theory  must  be 
that  if  a  landlord  has  sufficiently  altered 
^  Und  be  is  to  go  scot-free,  and  if  ho 
°J"  i»pt  he  is  to  be  mulcted  by  the  Bill. 
Nothing    more    ridiculous   can  be  con- 
^^^.    A  third  case  has  been  supplied 
^  me  the  other  day   by   a  lady.     She 
**.to  a  tenant  a  farm   lying  near  her 
^ence.     Some   seven   years  ago  the 
*®*^t  was  evicted  for  non-payment  of 
^^  The  lady's  trap  was  overturned  as 
•ae  was  driving  in  the  road  ;  her  ser- 
^wts  left  her  ;  and  all  of  what  the  Chief 
Sectary  calls  "  the  innocent  parapher- 
°^^  of  boycotting"  was  brought  into 


play.  The  unfortunate  woman  was  landed 
in  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  and,  after  pay- 
ing such  small  dividends  as  her  relatives 
could  afibrd,  she  has  been  restored  to  the 
peaceful  possession   of  th^  farm,  while 
the  tenant  is  a  dninken  "  corner  boy  "  in 
a  town  in  Ireland.     This  lady  asks  whe- 
ther the  British  Parliament  is  going  to 
send  back  to  her  very  door  the  man  who 
has  been  making  her  life  miserable  and 
wretched.  What  is  there  in  the  Bill  to  pre- 
vent the  tenant  going  back  ?     He,  at  all 
events,  has  sufficient '*  circumstances  of  the 
district "  to  rely  on,  because  he  has  been 
prominent  in  boycotting  his  former  land- 
lord and  ill  resisting  the  land-grabbing, 
according  to  the  creed  of  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway.     Then   there   are 
numerous  cases  where  the  landlords  have 
taken  up  the  farms  and  built  houses  and 
made  improvements.     I  have  details  of  a 
case  in  Avhich  the  tenant  was  evicted  for 
£1,200  of  rent.     The  landlord  found  the 
buildings  and  farm  deteriorated.     In  the 
first  few  years  he  spent  much   money  in 
getting  the  farm  into  good  condition,  and 
last  year  he  made  £6(X),  which  was  £200 
over  the  rent.     Is  that  landlord  to  take 
back  the  evicted  tenant  ?     If  so,  Avho  is 
to  compensate  him  ?     Or  is  the  property 
which  he  lias  created  by  his  own  im- 
provements to  be  confiscated  ?     It  might 
be  said  that  that  is  a   case  which  the 
arbitrators   would   disregard.     What    is 
there  in  the  Bill  to  bring  that  about  ? 
It  is  especially  a  case  in  which  the  tenant 
would  do  well  by  going  back,  because  he 
would   reap  the  advantage    uf   all    the 
capital  put  into  the  ground  by  the  land- 
lord.    Are  these  landlords  to  bo  deprived 
by  a  vote  of  the  House  of  this  property 
which  they  have  managed  to  build  up  at 
so  much  trouble  ?     If  that  is  to  be  the 
policy  of  the  House  and  the  view  of  the 
English   Government   towards   Ireland, 
then  those  in  Ireland  who  are  prepared 
to  live  as  law-abiding  citizens  will  be 
justified   in   resorting   to   any   extreme. 
\Cheers,']     Hon.   Members    below    the 
Gangway   cheer    ironically.     They   are 
welcome  to  their  cheers.     All  I  can  say 
is  there  must  be  a  point,  if  Governments 
begin  to  confiscate,  at  which  you  Avill 
raise  the  indignation  of  those  who  are 
willing  to  submit  to  your  laws,  and  they 
will  be  perfectly  right  in  so  doing.     Let 
me  take  another  set  of  cases  which  were 
referred   to  on  the  First  Reading,  which 
the  right   hon.   Gentleman    stated    are 
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specifically  defined  in  the  Bill,  but  which 
1  venture  to  say  are  not.  During  the 
last  15  years  the  Land  Judge's  Court — 
Mr.  Justice  Monroe's  Court,  as  it  is  called 
in  Ireland — has  been  turning  out  tenants 
and  making  Court  lettings  to  new  tenants 
with  all  the  sanctity  of  ^  Court  letting, 
and  with  the  guarantee  of  the  Landed 
Estates  Court,  which  gives  an  indefea- 
sible title — a  guarantee,  above  all  others, 
that  this  was  done  under  the  law.  I 
want  to  know,  if  Judge  Monroe  put  a 
new  tenant  into  a  holding  yesterday,  is 
the  Goverbment  by  their  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment going  to  turn  him  out  to-morrow  ? 
I  want  to  know  also  what  will  be  the 
position  of  these  two  Courts  in  Ireland. 
Judge  Monroe  will  say  : — "  Here  is  a 
tenant  who  has  not  paid  rent  to  the 
Court ;  I  am  bound  to  enforce  his  rent ; 
I  will  put  him  out."  You  will  say,  "  I 
do  not  care  for  the  High  Court  and 
Judge  Monroe  ;  I  will  put  him  back." 
What  is  the  conflict  of  decision  between 
these  Courts  ?  Where  does  it  end  ? 
What  confidence  will  there  be  in  the  law 
in  the  future  in  Ireland  if  the  Judges  of 
the  Courts  Parliament  itself  has  set  up 
are  going  to  invite  tenders  for  farms,  and 
the  Grovemment  are  going  the  next  day 
to  set  up  a  tribunal  to  turn  the  tenants 
out  ?  Then  there  is  the  case  of  the  pur- 
chase tenant.  I  did  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  tell  the  House  some- 
thing as  to  what  would  be  done  in  that 
case.  Is  he  going  to  turn  out  those 
tenants  who  have  bought  their  farms,  on 
whose  credit  the  State  has  advanced 
money  ?  It  is  one  thing  to  advance 
money  to  a  solvent  tenant  who  is  able  to 
work  his  farm,  but  it  is  another  thing  to 
say  that,  having  advanced  a  sum  of 
money  on  the  faith  of  his  being  solvent, 
the  Government  are  to  turn  round  and 
force  on  the  State  a  tenant  who  was 
absolutely  insolvent.  Some  of  these 
tenants  have  been  in  since  1890,  and 
must  have  paid  four  instalments,  which 
gives  them  a  certain  share  in  the  freehold 
of  their  farms.  What  is  to  be  the  fate 
of  these  tenants  ?  What  is  to  be  the 
ultimate  destination  of  the  security  of  the 
State,  which  has  given  the  money  on  the 
faith  of  solvent  tenants  being  put  there  ? 
It  may  be  that  in  our  hurry  to  get  away 
for  a  vacation  we  might  be  anxious  to 
throw  all  these  matters  aside  and  pass 
any  Bill  rather  than  sit  into  next  month  ; 
but  unless  these  matters  are  regarded  a 
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state  of  chaos  and  confusion  will  be 
created  in  Ireland  utterly  unparalleled 
by  anything  that  has  hitherto  taken 
place,  I  now  come  to  the  position  of 
the  new  te^ants,  and  I  was  surprised  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  expressed  so 
little  sympathy  with  them.  He  said  they 
were  called  "  planters."  That  word  was 
never  known  in  Ireland  until  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  was  adopted  in  1886.  Up  to 
1886,  Avhen  the  Plan  of  Campaign  was 
adopted,  there  were  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  these  new  tenants  in  Ireland  who 
were  living  on  as  friendly  relations  with 
their  neighbours  as  they  possibly  could. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  asks  us — *'Will 
the  planter  be  more  subject  to  outrage  if 
the  Bill  passes  than  if  it  did  not  pass  ?  " 
and  I  fear  in  asking  that  question  he 
throws  out  encouragement  in  a  very 
dangerous  direction  in  Ireland.  I  know 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  did 
not  want  to  prophesy.  He  only  gave  u& 
what  I  will  call  a  vague  threat. 

Mr.  J.  MOBLEY:  It  is  the 
hon.  Member^B  own  prophecy,  not  mine. 

Mr.  CARSON  :  I  have  not  prophesied 
anything  up  to  this.  All  I  say  is  that 
until  the  Plan  of  Campaign  was  adopted 
there  were  thousands  of  these  new  tenants 
living  on  friendly  terms  with  their  neigh- 
bours. Now,  the  arbitrators,  without 
hearing  these  tenants,  are  to  be  given 
power  to  make  conditional  orders  that 
they  shall  give  up  possession.  This 
meant  saying  to  the  evicted  tenants — 
"  We  have  done  all  in  our  power.  Here 
is  a  conditional  order.  Go  and  present  it 
at  the  head  of  the  new  tenant,  and  fire  it 
off  as  best  you  can.  Get  rid  of  him  and 
then  we  will  reinstate  you."  It  might 
be  that  if  the  Bill  should  be  thrown  out 
there  might  be  more  outrages  than  if  the 
Bill  passed.  But  is  that  a  reason  for 
passing  the  Bill  ?  To  urge  such  an  argu- 
ment is  to  uphold  mob  law  and  is  equiva- 
lent to  telling  people  that  if  they  will 
only  commit  a  sufficient  number  of  out- 
rages they  will  bring  the  question  they 
desire  to  raise  within  the  sphere  of  prac- 
tical politics.  We  have  had  enough  of 
this  sort  of  thing  before,  and  we  have 
found  that  by  adopting  such  a  policy  we 
were  sacrificing  those  who  kept  them- 
selves within  the  law  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  violated  it.  In  opposing  this 
measure  we  can  justify  our  consciencea 
by  the  knowledge  that  we  are  siding  with 
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titled  to  compeusatioQ  rangiug  from  three 
to  seven  years'  of  rent  paid.  Why  should 
the  State  pay  less  compensation  for 
disturhance  ?  What  is  the  use  of  passing 
au  Act  for  the  pirotection  of  the  tenant 
laying  dowu  a  scale  of  compensation,  and 
then,  owing  to  political  exigencies  which 
may^  result  in  turning  the  Government 
out  of  Office^  in  order  to  keep  them  in  to 
disregard  the  whole  antecedent  land 
legislation  which  this  House  has  passed  ? 
I  have  read  over  the  evidence  of  these 
Massereene  tenants,  and  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  thinks  that  he  is  going  to  get 
rid  of  these  so-called  Massereene  planters 
by  anything  he  has  got  in  this  Bill  I  have 
to  tell  him  he  will  only  get  rid  of  them 
when  they  have  been  put  down  by 
superior  force.  If  anybody  takes  the 
trouble  to  read  that  evidence  he  will  see 
that  these  men,  by  the  fruits  of  their 
industry  and  determination,  have  got  an 
interest  in  these  holdings  which  would 
not  be  compensated  by  the  scale  of  com- 
pensation you  have  laid  down  in  the  Act 
of  1870.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or  two 
as  regards  the  new  tribunal,  I  must  say, 
of  all  the  extraordinary  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  I  believe  the  fact  of  your  setting  up 
^  this  new  tribunal  in  Ireland  is  the  most 
extraordinary  and  the  most  dishonest,  and 
I  will  tell  you  why.  What  do  you 
want  a  tribunal  for?  Have  we  not 
tribunals  enough  in  Ireland?  Why, 
Sir,  you  first  were  not  satisfied 
with  the  ordinary  High  Courts  of  Justice, 
but  you  set  up  the  Encumbered  Estates 
Court,  which  then  became  the  Land 
Judge's  Court,  and  because  they  pro- 
ceeded to  carry  out  the  law  you  were  not 
satisfied  with  them.  In  1881  you  passed 
the  Laud  Act  and  set  up  another  tribunal 
by  establishing  the  Land  Commission. 
In  1885  the  Conservative  Party  passed 
the  Land  Purchase  Bill  and,  not  satisfied 
with  the  Land  Commission,  set  up  a 
Purchase  Commission,  and  much  good 
has  it  done.  You  have  now  three  Land 
Commissioners,  two  Purchase  Commis- 
sioners, a  Land  Judges'  Court  with  all 
their  attendant  expenses  and  different 
staffs,  and  now  you  propose  to  set  up  a 
new  Land  Commission  and  a  new  Arbitra- 
tors' Court.  For  what  are  you  going  to 
set  it  up  ?  To  ^is.  rents  ?  But  that  is 
the  purpose  for  which  the  Purchase 
Commissioners  were  appointed  in  1887. 
If  these  are  the  two  chief  functions  of 
this  tribunal  the  necessity  for  it  does  not, 


those  who  are  in  the  right.  If  we 
pass  this  Bill  in  its  present  shape, 
have  we  good  reason  for  supposing 
that  there  may  not  be  outrages  upon 
those  persons  who  have  taken  evicted 
farms  in  Ireland  ?  Let  me  give  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  if  he  Mas  not  seen  it,  the 
eriticism  of  a  charitable  Christian 
minister  in  Ireland  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  BiU— 

**  Forsooth,  were  those  tenants  who  hacl  given 
ap  their  holdings  to  secure  justice  to  all  the 
other  tenants  in  Irehuxl  and  bring  Home  Rule 
within  measurable  distance  to  be  banished  for 
ever  from  the  homes  of  their  fathers  and  see 
public  thieves  left  in  possession  of  their 
property?  No,  a  thousand  times  no.  They 
would  never  submit  to  that,  and  he  warned  the 
Qovemment  that  if  they  did  any  such  thing 
they  would  deluge  Ireland  with  bloodshed." 

That  was  the  Rev*  Father  Humphreys, 
of  Tipperary.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said-^^^Ohy  it  is  only  the  Bev. 
Father  Humphreys."  Yes,  it  was  only 
a  Catholic  clergyman  preaching  to  his 
flock,  and  after  all  it  was  in  Tipperary.  I 
should  have  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knew  something  about 
Tipperary,  because  I  think  I  have  a 
recollection  that  at  one  time  he  said  he 
could  manage  the  whole  of  Tipperary 
with  a  single  policeman  from  a  country 
town  in  England.  Perhaps,  however,  he 
knows  more  about  it  now.  The  rev. 
gentleman  went  on  to  say — 

"  But  when  they  see  these  public  robbers  aud 
grabbers  are  to  be  left  comfortable  in  their  farms 
the  wild  justice  of  revenge  would  set  in  once 
more  in  Ireland,  and  the  assassin  and  the  hang- 
man would  begin  their  operations  among 
them." 

That  is  the  criticism  upon  the  exclusion 
of  one  class  of  evicted  tenants  from  the 
Bill,  whilst  at  the  same  time  you  put 
back  other  evicted  tenants  into  farms 
which  are  held  by  the  landlords  them- 
selves* But  Sir,  upon  what  principle  do 
you  assess  the  compensation  to  be  paid 
to  these  new  tenants.  As  well  as  I 
understand  the  Bill  you  are  to  give  them 
some  small  sum  for  compensation,  half  of 
which  the  State  is  to  advance  and  the 
other  half  is  to  be  secured  upon  the 
promissory  note  of  the  evicted  tenant, 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  himself 
appeal^  to  the  Land  Act  of  1870. 
What  is  the  right  of  the  tenant  in 
possession  under  the  Act  of  1870  ? 
Under  the  Act  of  1870,  if  a  landlord 
dispossesses  a  tenant,  the  latter  is  en- 
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therefore,  exkt.  But  the  Goremment 
are  creating  it  not  because  they  wish  to 
have  the  administration  of  the  law,  but 
becanae  thej  want  to  perpetrate  a  politi- 
cal job.  The  right  hon.  Gentleriian  has 
told  us  that  he  had  succeeded  in  getting 
three  impartial  Irishmen  to  carry  out  the 
Bill.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary has  done  his  best  to  secure  three 
impartial  gentlemen  as  arbitrators,  and 
as  my  countrymen  are  the  most  unpre- 
judiced people  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  succeeded  in  the  task  he 
laid  before  himself.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  York  said  there  had 
been  no  criticism  so  far  in  the  Debate 
of  these  three  gentlemen.  I  am  not 
going  to  criticise  them,  because  I 
have  not  had  time  since  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  spoke  to  consider 
the  various  reasons  —  no  doubt 
bona  fide  reasons  on  his  part — why 
these  three  gentlemen  were  selected. 
As  regards  Mr.  White,  the  praise  that 
has  been  lavished  upon  him  is  nothing 
too  high.  Mr.  White  has  been  a  leader 
of  the  Equity  Bar  for  many  years,  and  I 
was  rather  sceptical  about  that  gentle- 
man having  accepted  the  post ;  but,  of 
course,  after  the  Chief  Secretary's  state- 
ment it  must  be  so.  Mr.  Greer,  another 
of  the  gentlemen,  was  examined  in  the 
Committee  on  the  Irish  Land  Acts  some 
days  ago,  I  had  not  the  privilege  of 
being  present,  but  I  cannot  find  any  great 
satisfaction  with  the  evidence  Mr.  Greer 
gave  among  the  hon.  Members  with 
whom  I  act.  As  regards  Mr.  Fottrell, 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing  that 
gentleman,  and  the  only  recollection  I 
have  of  anything  connected  with  the 
public  career  of  Mr.  Fottrell  is  that  he 
was  originally  appointed  solicitor  or 
secretary  to  the  Land  Commission  in 
1881  by  Mr.  Forster;  and  that,  having 
issued  a  very  strong  and  very  curious 
circular  in  the  interests  of  the  tenants,  he 
was  called  upon  to  explain,  and  even- 
tually he  resigned  his  appointment.  How- 
ever, I  say  nothing  against  Mr.  Fottrell ; 
and  these  are  the  only  matters  I  desire  to 
call  attention  to  with  regard  to  the  three 
arbitrators.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  the  extraordinary  statement  that 
he  was  glad  the  arbitrators  would  be 
enabled  to  conduct  their  proceedings  in 
private.  Is  it  to  be  a  tenet  of  the 
Liberal  Party  that  the  Press  must  know 
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nothing  of  the  readouts  w^ich  actuate  the 
members  of  this  new  tribunal  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  AH  proceedings 
of  this  kind  in  the  Land  Judges'  Court 
are  conducted  in  private. 

Mb.  CABSON  :  No.  The  Land  Court 
is  an  open  Court,  All  the  proceedings 
before  the  Xiand  Judges  are  perfeotiy 
public.  The  right  ho&>  Grentlemiui 
shakes  his  head.  If  this  were  a  matter 
of  politics  I  would  give  way  to  him,  but 
it  is  a  matter  of  which  I  have  had  con- 
siderable personal  experience. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  do  not  say  that 
ail  proceedings  in  the  Land  Judges' 
Court  are  private,  but  I  do  say  that  very 
important  proceedings  of  a  similar 
character  to  those  which  will  be  con- 
ducted before  this  new  tribunal  are 
private. 

Mr.  CARSON  :  That  I  absolutely 
deny. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  have  the 
authority  of  the  Judge  himself  for 
saying  so. 

Mb.  CARSON:  That  I  absolutely 
deny.  I  am  perfeotiy  sure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  means  to  accurately  represent 
what  the  Judge  said,  but  I  would  like  to 
ask  Judge  Monroe  what  proceedings  in 
his  Court  bear  the  slightest  analogy  to  any 
proceedings  under  the  Bill.  Of  course, 
if  Judge  Monroe  has  to  read  a  title  he 
does  not  read  it  in  public ;  but  all  con- 
troverted cases  involving  questions  of 
fact  and  law  in  the  Land  Judges'  Court 
are  open  to  the  Press,  and  I  am  sure  that 
Judge  Monroe  will  admit  that  I  am 
absolutely  right  in  saying  so.  If  ever 
there  was  a  case  in  which  the  full  light 
of  public  opinion  ought  to  be  thrown 
upon  the  proceedings  of  a  judicial  body, 
it  is  in  the  case  of  this  extraordinary 
tribunal.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  that  these  proceedings  are  to  be 
conducted  in  private,  I  tell  him  that  is 
a  new  doctrine  of  the  Liberal  Party,  and 
is  now  put  forward  for  the  first  time.  I 
always  understood  that  it  was  an  essen- 
tial doctrine  of  the  Liberal  Party  that 
the  fullest  light  of  criticism  and  pvUic 
opinion  should  be  thrown  on  every  matter 
involving  a  judicial  decision.  I  should 
like  to  ask  one  question  more.  What 
will  be  the  result  of  passing  this  Bill  ? 
The  result  will  be  to  practically  abolish 
the  power  of  enforcing  rents  in  Ireland. 
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It  will  pracUcaUy  put  au  end  to  the  in- 
cliDAtioD  of  aoy  persoa  whatever  to  take 
a  farm  from  which  aoother  man  has  been 
evicted.    I  am  gbid  to  aaj  that,  though 
the  right  hoo.  Gentlemao  haa  refused  to 
give  details,  the  taking  of  evicted  farms 
has  beeo  far  more  frequeut  during  the 
last  12  mouths   than   previously,  and  I 
give    the    right    hou.    Gentleman    full 
credit  for  briugiug    Ireland  to  a  coodi- 
tion    under    which     people     will     take 
evicted  farms.     But  what  mao  will  take 
an  evicted  farm  if  he  knows  that  perhaps 
the  day  afterwards  the  Government  may 
set   up   another   of    those    tribunals  for 
restoring  the  tenant  who  has  been  evicted  ? 
Jf  oreover,  if  the  tenant  10  or  15  years 
ago  when  in  possession  was  unable  to 
pay  the  rent  fixed  by  th«»  Court,  what 
chance  will  he  have  of  doing  so  now, 
when  he  is  without  capital  and  without 
the  meaus  of  stocking  the  farm  ?      ^'  He 
will  get  it  somewhere  or  other,"  is  tlie 
hopeless   ejaculation    of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.     I  notice  that  the  Mathew 
Commission — and  no  one  will  say  that 
that    Commission    unduly   strained   the 
evidence  in  favour  of  the  landlords — have 
stated  that   these  tenants  are  not  in  a 
position  without  capital  to  go  back,  and 
they  suggested^  that  money    should  be 
advanc^  to  them  to  do  so,  the  money  to 
be  charged  on  them  with  the  rent.     But 
you  do  not  do  that.     The  Government 
will  be  putting    back  insolvent  tenants 
upon  the  landlords,  whether  they  like  it 
or  not,  ami  with  the  mere  chance  that 
somehow  or  other   they  will  be  able  to 
meet  the  rent  when  it  becomes  due.     I 
say  that,  to  put  back  these  tenants  in  the 
present    condition    of    Ireland    without 
supplying  them  with  the  means  to  work 
the  farms  will  practically  be  to  hand  over 
to    an    insolvent    body   of   persons    the 
whole  tenure  of   land    in    the   country. 
What  are  the  reasons  of  the  Government 
for  doing  all  this?      As  I  said  before, 
they  do  not  suggest  that  the  law  under 
which  these  tenants  held  was  insufficient 
to  protect  them.      And  what  is  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Plan  of  Campaign  tenants  ? 
Not  one  of  them  could  have  been  put  out 
without  full  compensation  being  paid  by 
the  landlord.     In  case  the  rent  was  ex- 
orbitant, or  the  landk>rd  was  unreasonable, 
the  Land  Court,  under  the  Act  of  1870, 
bad  full  power  to  award  to  the  tenant 
the  verj  fullest  compensation.     In  the 
case  of  holdings   under  £16 — and   the 


A 


majority  of  these  evicted  holdings  are 
under  that  sum — the  landlord  who  put 
out  a  tenant  for  non-payment  of  rent 
has  to  give  the  same  compensation  as  if  he 
disturb  htm  for  his  own  benefit  by 
notice  to  quit.  Again,  under  the  Act  of 
1887  every  tenant — and  the  majority  of 
th6ee  men  were  evicted  since  1887 — ^had 
the  right,  provided  they  could  show  that 
their  non-payment  of  rent  was  not  due  to 
anything  wilful  on  their  part,  to  app<y 
to  the  Land  Court  for  time  in  order 
to  stay  crvietion,  and  to  have  the 
arrears  of  rent  paid  by  instalments. 
There  are  some  1,400  of  these  tenants. 
Why  did  none  of  them  take  advantage  of 
these  Acts  ?  Why  did  none  of  them 
apply  lor  compensation  or  for  proceedings 
to  be  9tay^  ?  It  is  not  protection,  or 
reduction  of  rent,  or  compensation  they 
wanted,  but  to  further  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign movement  of  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  —  a  political  movement 
which  had  for  its  object  to  make  the 
Government  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  im- 
possible. What  the  House  is  called  on 
to  do  now  is  to  sacrifice  the  rights  of 
landlords  and  the  rights  of  the  new 
tenants,  not  for  the  purpose  of  benefitting 
the  tenantry  of  Ireland,  but  in  order  to 
pay  a  political  debt,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  this  is  the  Hrst  time  in  its  history  that 
Parliament  has  been  asked  to  apply 
public  'funds  to  such  a  purpose. 

Mr.  HALDANE  (Haddington)  said, 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  University  had  been 
awaited  by  the  House  with  considerable 
interest.  They  knew  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member's  force  and  vigour  ;  they 
knew  of  the  distinguished  career  he  had 
had  in  Ireland,  and  they  knew  of  the 
most  remarkable  success  ho  had  achieved 
by  raising  himself  at  once  to  a  jicreat 
position  at  the  Eucrlish  Bar.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  expectation  of  the  House 
bad  been  disappointed  so  far  as  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  was 
concerned.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
had  made  a  brilliant  speech  worthy  of  bis 
reputation.  He  regretted,  however,  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  should  have 
spoken  in  a  different  spirit  from  that 
which  animated  him  on  the  First  Reading 
of  t|ie  Bill,  when  he  said — 

"He  should  be  certainly  sorry  to  adoot  a  7wn 
posmniiu  attitude  on  this  question.  He  knew 
5Xhoughof  Ireland  to  say  that  he  believed  and 
admitted    that   the   question   of   the  evicted 
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own  words  in  oonnection  with  that 
matter.  Then,  in  1886,  Mr.  Parnell 
brought  forward  a  Bill  proposing  that 
rents  fixed  before  1885  should  be  recon- 
sidered and  readjusted,  and  one  year 
later  the  proposal  received  the  approba- 
tion and  sanction  of  the  Cowper  Com- 
mission. But  the  representatives  of  the 
Irish  landlords  in  the  other  House  would 
have  none  of  it,  and  the  consequence  was 
that  within  six  months  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign was  started. 


tenants,  whether  they  were  rightly  or  wrongly 
evicted  and  whether  they  were  evicted  for  the 
purpose  of  advancing  a  particular  class  of  poli- 
tics or  not — that  as  long  as  it  remained  un- 
settled the  question  of  the  evicted  tenants 
meant  a  great  deal  with  reference  to  the  peace 
of  Ireland." 

The  hon.  and  learned  Member,  while 
opposing  the  Bill  now,  had  given  no  in- 
dication of  any  alternative  positive  policy. 
Where  was  the  sympathy  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  with  the  object  of 
those  who  hod  brought  forward  the  Bill  ? 
There  was  not  a  trace  of  it  in  his  speech ; 
and  as  every  word  of  the  speech  was 
cheered  and  apparently  received  with 
approval  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  the 
Government  now  knew  what  they  had 
to  face  from  the  Opposition.  He  con- 
fessed he  was  greatly  disappointed.  He 
had  never  been  one  of  those  who  attacked 
the  Irish  landlords.  He  knew  that 
amongst  their  body  were  many  men  who 
tried  hard  and  honourably  to  do  their 
duty  ;  and  as  he  and  many  of  his  friends 
looked  fairly  at  the  Irish  land  question 
with  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  land- 
lords, they  had  expected  that  their 
attitude  would  have  been  reciprocated  by 
A  desire  on  the  other  side  to  look  fairly 
at  the  question  in  the  interest  of  the 
tenants.  Surely  the  time  had  come  when 
the  hatchet  might  be  buried — at  any 
rate  for  a  time — when,  in  the  long  war 
waged  in  connection  with  Irish  'land,  a 
flag  of  truce  should  be  raised  and  they 
should  go  forth  to  succour  the  wounded. 
The  question  of  the  evicted  tenants  was 
a  question  of  the  first  importance  in  its 
relation  to  social  order,  and  it  concerned 
the  interests  of  the  landlords  of  Ireland 
no  less  than  the  interests  of  the  tenants. 
It  was  a  question  which  ought  not 
to  be  dealt  with  in  any  spirit  of 
partisanship.  Those  who  criticised 
the  Bill  would  do  well  to  bear  in 
mind  the  situation  in  which  they  stood. 
If  the  House  rejected  this  Bill  it  would 
commit  a  colossal  blunder  similar  to 
blunders  which  it  had  committe<l  before 
in  dealing  with  the  Irish  land  question. 
In  1880  the  compensation  for  disturb- 
ances clauses  were  rejected  by  the  House 
of  Lords,  an  1  the  consequence  was  that 
in  a  few  months  there  arose  the  biggest 
agrarian  combination  that  was  ever  known, 
and  the  landlords  of  Ireland  must  have 
rued  the  day  when  they  rejected  the  ad- 
vice that  had  been  given  to  them.  Within 
a  short  time  Parliament  had  to  eat  its  > 
Mr,  Haldane 


Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  It  was  started  be- 
fore that. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said,  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  was  started  in  October,  1886. 
The  Conservative  Government  came  into 
Office  in  August,  1886.  Mr.  Pamell^s  pro- 
posals were  rejected  in  September,  1886, 
and  the  Plan  of  Campaign  was  started  at 
the  end  of  the  following  October.  The 
House  of  Lords  rejected  Mr.  Pkrneirs 
proposals,  and  the  couutiy  was  now  un- 
dergoing some  of  the  consequences.  But 
he  only  desired  to  recall  to  memory  the 
evils  and  mistakes  of  the  past  in  order  to 
appeal  to  the  fair  spirit  which  actuated 
Englishmen  and  which  made  it  possible 
for  them — no  matter  what  Party  might 
have  been  right  or  wrong  in  the  past — 
to  look  at  the  situation  they  had  to  deal 
with  to-day,  and  to  take  some  step  for^ 
ward  towards  the  solution  of  the  problem 
of  social  order  with  which  they  were  con- 
fronted in  Ireland.  To  his  mind  this 
Bill  was  the  mere  logical  outcome  of  steps 
Parliament  had  taken  before  and  which 
Parliament  was  bound  to  follow  up  now. 
The  initial  step  .was  the  Encumbent 
Estates  Act,  which  sought  to  get  rid  of 
insolvent  and  bankrupt  landlords.  So  far 
its  object  was  urgent,  but  the  mistake 
that  was  committed  was  in  not  seeing 
that  the  land  which  passed  away  from  a 
class  which,  with  all  their  faults,  were 
at  any  rate  in  close  and  friendly  relations 
with  their  tenants,  would  fall  into  the 
hands  of  men  who  were  likely  to  use  the 
land  for  the  purposes  of  commercial 
speculation.  Rents  went  up,  and 
iniquities  were  perpetrated  which  he 
hoped  would  never  again  disgrace  the 
history  of  land  in  those  countries,  with 
the  result  that  face  to  face  with  an  acute 
situation  Parliament  stepped  in  and 
passed  the  Act  of  1860,  which  sought  to 
abolish  the  old  relations  of  tenure,  which 
set    up    different    regulations    between 
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landlord  and   tenant,  and   ignoring   the 
root  of   the   land    difficulty  in   Ireland, 
laid  down   the  law  of   strict   contract. 
That  law  was  lived  under  for  ten  years, 
and  then  came  a   time  when  the  spirit 
of  land  legislation  underwent  a  complete 
change.      He    remembered    reading  in 
The  Times — which  at  that  period  took  a 
more  moderate  and   impartial  view   of 
political  Parties  than  it  did  to-daj — ^the 
report  of  a  Commissioner  it  sent  to  Ire- 
land, and  who  declared  that  the  tenant 
had,  if  not  a  legal  property,  at  least  a 
moral  property  in  the    soil  as  great  as 
that  of  the  landlord,  and  that  that  state 
of  things  urgently  called  for  the  atten- 
tion of  Parliament.     Then  came  the  Act 
of  1870  which  established  compensation 
for    disturbance.      That    was    followed 
by  the  Act  of   1881,  which  established 
free  sale  and  fair  rents,  and    did   that 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dublin  University  said  was  now  for  the 
first  time  attempted  to  be  done  in  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Bill — namely,  it  enabled 
the  Court  in  the  case  of  a  tenant  under 
ejectment  to  adjourn  the  proceedings  in 
order  that  a  fair  rent  might  be  fixed  and 
the    tenant   continued   in    his    holding. 
Those  principles  were  extended  by  the 
Land  Act  of  1889.     Hemembering  those 
things,  the  questioji  they  had  to  consider 
was,  What  was  the  position  in  which  they 
now  stood  ?  There  were  in  Ireland  4,000 
evicted  tenants,  and  their  case  had  to  be 
dealt  with.     With   some   of  them  there 
would  no  doubt  be  considerable  trouble^ 
but  with  some  there  would  be  very  little 
trouble.  He  read  the  other  day  an  article 
by  Lord  Monteagle  on  this  subject,  and 
in  that  article  Lonl  Monteagle — an  Irish 
landlord  who,  though  he  had  strong  views 
against  Home  Rule,  earnestly  desired  to 
4I0  his  duty  towards  Ireland**-took  a  line 
wholly  and   totally  different   from  that 
taken  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down.    Lord  Monteagle 
i»aid  that  what  was  wanted  was  a  body 
which     would    undertake    conciliation, 
because  by   means    of    conciliation  the 
eases  of  a  large  nuinber  of  the  4,000 
evicted  tenants  might    be    dealt    with 
without  legal  intervention.    With  regard 
to   the  other  cases,  it  was  necessary  to 
have  a  tribunal  to  go  into  the  merits  of 
Che  dispute,  and  a  tribunal  such  as  that  to 
be  set  up  under  the  Bill,  which  could  act 
with  greater  freedom  than  any   of  the 
^xisling  legal  tribunals. 

VOL.  XXVTI.  [foubth  series.] 


It  being.  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 


BRITISH    MUSEUM    (PUBOHASE    OF 
LAND)  BILL.-.(Na  316.) 

COimiTTBE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  L 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) said,  that  £200,000  seemed  to  be 
a  large  amount  to  pay  for  this  land.  He 
did  not  say  it  was  usfair,  but  he  should 
like  to  ask  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  could  give 
information  as  to  the  steps  which  had 
been  taken  to  value  the  land  ?  Was  it 
done  by  arbitration  ? 

•The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  J.  T.  HiBBEBT,  Oldham) 
was  understood  to  say  that  the  hon. 
Member  might  rest  satisfied  that  the 
amount  was  reasonable.  The  land  had 
been  valued  by  the  surveyor  of  the  Office 
of  Works  and  the  Treasury  valuer,  and 
both  these  gentlemen  considered  the  sum 
moderate.  The  price  would  probably 
have  been  much  larger  if  the  opportunity 
had  not  been  taken  to  purchase  before 
the  leases  were  renewed. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) 
said,  that  a^  he  saw  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  St.  Stephen's 
Green,  Dublin,  in  his  place  he  would 
invite  him  to  put  in  a  plea  for  the  carry- 
ing out  of  several  outstanding  works  in 
connection  with  the  Dublin  Museum. 

The  chairman  :  Order,  ordej  I 
The  Bill  has  no  reference  to  Ireland. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  that  the 
only  way  in  these  matters  to  obtain 
any  benefit  for  Ireland  was  to  object  to 
English  Bills.  Though  he  had  great  re- 
luctance in  placing  himself  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  present  Government  in 
this  case  he  must  point  out  that 
in  regard  to  the  building  in  Dublin, 
which  was  analogous  to  the  British 
Museum  in  London,  they  had  great  diffi- 
culty in  inducing  even  the  present  Go- 
vernment to  oarry  out  outstanding  works. 
This  appeared  to  be  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity to  ask  the  Government  if  they 
intended  in   regard  to  similar  appeals 
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Adjournmetit. 


{COMMONS} 


Adjournment. 
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affectiog  Ir^kiQd  to  nkake  the  smalieBt 
concession  to  the  demandB  of  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  Kildare  Street 
Museum  and  buildings  of  that  character. 

•Sib  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  that  so  far 
as  he  knew,  there  was  no  application  now 
before  the  Treasury  as  to  the  enlarge- 
ment of  galleri^  or. museums  in  Ireland. 
If  such  applications  should  be  made  they 
would  be  duly  considered.  A  considerable 
amount  of  money  was  being  spent  this  year 
in  respect  of  public  buildings  ib  Ireland. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  should 
not  say  another  word  if  tlw  hou.  Member 
for  the  St.  Stephen^s  Green  Division 
was  not  in  a  position  tooffecany  observa- 
tions. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

'  Bill  reported,  without  Ameildments,  to 
the  House ;  to  be  read  the  third  time 
To-morrow, 


PEBBLES  FOOT  PAVEMENTS 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILL.— (No.  304.) 
Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NOTICE  OP  ACCIDENTS  BILL.— (No.  272.) 
Lords   Amendments  to  be   considered 
forthwith  ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

PREVENTION  OF  CRDELTY  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL.— (No.  242.) 
Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
fbrthwith  ;  considered,  and  agreed  to, 

SUPPLY— REPORT. 

Resolutions  [18th  July]  reported. 

ARMY  ESTIMATES,  1894-6. 

I.  *•  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £257,600,  be 
f^nted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
for  the  Salaries  and  MisceUaneous  Charges  of 
the  War  Office,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  theSlstday 
of  March,  1896." 

■  2.  "Thataaum,  not  exceeding  £1,516,400,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
for  Retirad  Play,  Half-jmy,  and  other  Non- 
Effectiira  Charges  for  Officers  and  others,  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  .Slat  day  or  March,  1895." 

3.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,855,200,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
for  Chelsea  and  Kilmainham  Hospitals  and  the 
In- Pensioners  thereof,  of  Out- Pensions,  of  the 
maintenance  of  Lunatics  for  whom  Pensions  are 
not  drawn,  an^  of  Gratuities  awanled  in  com- 
mutation and  in  lieu  of  Pensions,  of  Rewards  for 


Meritorious  Services,  of  Victoria  Cross  Pensions, 
and  of  Pensions  to  the  Widows  and  Children  of 
WaiTant  Officers,  which  will  come  in  oonrse  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day 
of  March,  1895." 

4.  •^That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £164,700,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
for  Superannuation,  Coinpensatian,  and  Com- 
paaslcnate  Allowances  imd  Gratuities,  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
lending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1895." 

Besoltttions  agreed  to. 

COUNTY  C0UNCILL0R8(QUALIFICATI0N 
OF  WOMEN)  BILL.— (Xo.  168.) 
Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn*  . 

MUSSEL  SCALPS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
(No.  169.) 

Order  for  resnming  Adjourned  Dehate 
on  Second  Reading  [  1 0th  July]  read,  and 
diBcharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1878. 
Copy  presented, — of  Order  of  Secre- 
tary of  State  extending  Special  Excep- 
tion [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (HUDDERSFIELD). 
Copy  pre8ented,^-of  two  Orders  made 
by  the  Council  of  the  County  Borough 
of  Huddersfield  with  regard  to  the  altera- 
tion and  division  of  the  Longwood 
Polling  Districts  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn.'* 

Business  of  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that  the  suspension  of  the  Midnight 
Rule  will  be  moved  to-morrow  (Friday) 
evening  for  the  continuance  of  the 
Debate  on  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill,  if 
it  is  not  concluded  by  midnight. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  As  far  as  I 
am  able  to  estimate  the  probabilities,  there 
]s  no  chance  of  our  being  able  to  finish 
the  Debate  to-morrow.  I  only  say  thiP 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  adjoamed  at  a  quarter 
after  Twelve  tf clock. 


Mr.  T.  M.  Mealy 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Friday,  20th  July  1S94. 


COMMISSION. 

The  following  Bills  received  the  Rojai 
Asseot : — 

^  'P    Public  Libraries  (Scotland). 

J.        Burgh  Police  (Scotland)   Act,   1892, 
*1  ^   Amendment. 

"^  ,       Merchandise  Marks  (Prosecutions). 


^ 


^ 


Bishopric     of     Bristol     Act     (1884) 
Amendment. 

^  V,  Injured  Animals. 

X         Commissioners  of  Works. 

I  JL^  Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Societies). 

5  Wild   Birds    Protection    Act    (1880) 

Q      Amendment. 

^  I — Sea  Fisheries  (Shell  Fish). 

][^  ^^  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

S  \        Notice  of  Accidents. 

:§^j       Local    Government    (Ireland)    Provi- 
«  l^ional  Order  (No.  1.) 

^         Local    Government   (Ireland)    Provi- 
gjk   sional  Order  (No.  5.) 

S  Local    Government    (Ireland)    Provi- 

g  i^sional  Order  (No.  13.) 

S  I       Local    Government    (Ireland)    Provi- 
I  Lsional  Order  (No.  14.) 

^)  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 

•5      (No.  2.) 

•«  ^     Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 

£  (No.  3.) 

•g  Pier  and  Harbour   Provisional  Order 

I  ^No.4.) 

3  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  3.) 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4.) 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5.) 

Gas  Ordets  Confirmation  (No.  1.) 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2.) 

Water  Orders  Confirmation. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  70 

Local  Gk>vernment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9.) 

VOL.  XXVII.  [fourth  series.] 


Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  10.) 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  11.) 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  12.) 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  13.) 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders      i 
(No.  16.)  t^ 

Local   Government  Provisional  Order 
(No.  19.) 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(Poor  Law). 

INDIAN  COTTON  DUTIES. 
question.  observations. 
•The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE 
inquired  whether  it  was  still  the  inten- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
prohibit  the  Government  of  ludia  from  ex- 
tending the  Import  Duties,  levied  under  the 
Tariff  Act  of  1894,  to  cotton  goods ;  and 
called  attention  to  the  discussions  upon 
this  subject  in  the  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Governor  General.  He  said  :  My 
Lords,  before  placing  this  Notice  on  your 
Lordships*  Paper  I  asked  myself,  not 
without  some  anxiety,  whether  the  discus- 
sion which  I  proposea  to  bring  on  could 
in  any  way  embarrass  the  Government  of 
India  or  be  detrimental  to  public  interests, 
and  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  upon 
the  whole  it  was  clearly  desirable  that 
the  end  of  the  Session  should  not  pass 
by  without  some  further  reference  in 
Parliament  to  a  subject  which  has  so 
deeply  moved  public  opinion  in  India.  I 
felt  sure  that  the  Debate  which  might 
take  place  this  evening  would  be  one 
which  upon  the  whole  could  not  fail  to 
do  good  rather  than  harm.  The  subject 
has  been  so  long  before  the  public  atten- 
tion that  I  do  not  feel  called  upon  to 
detain  your  Lordships  with  any  lengthened 
reference  to  its  history.  It  will  be 
sufficient  if  I  remind  your  Lordships  that 
UDtil  a  comparatively  recent  time — ^about 
12  years  ago — the  Government  of  India 
used  to  derive  a  considerable  part  of  its 
Bevenue  from  I  mport  Duties.  It  was  the 
custom  of  the  East  India  Company  to 
impose  such  duties.  I  may  say,  in  pass- 
ing, that  I  believe  there  is  no  form  of 
taxntion  which  is  more  acceptable,  or  less 
repugnant,  to  an   Eastern  people   than 
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taxation    of  this   kiud.      In    1859   Mr. 
James    Wilson,  a   well-known   English 
financier,  was  sent  out  to  take  charge  of 
the  finances  of  India,  and  I  belieye  be 
then  re-arranged  the  Import  Duties,  and 
fixed  an  all-round  rate  of  about  10  per 
cent.     Those  rates  were  subsequently,  at 
different   times,  modified.      A  very  im- 
portant controversy  took  place  in   1875 
between  the  India  Office  and  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Import  Duties.     At  that  time  the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury  was  in  charge  of 
the  India  Office,  and  my  noble  Friend  at 
the  head   of    the  Government  of  India 
proposed  a  very  considerable  alteration 
of  the  tariff.     He  gave  some  relief  to  the 
exports  ;     he  reduced  the  general  rate 
from  7^  per   cent,    to   5    per  cent. ;  he 
altered,  the  system  under  which  cotton 
goods  were  valued — altered  it,  I  may  say, 
in  a  manner  which  gave  a  very  consider- 
able advantage  to  British  importers.  He 
did  all  those  things  ;  but  he  did  not  see 
his   way  to   do   away  with  the  Import 
Duty  upon  cotton  goods  and  yams,  which 
he  left  at  the  then  existing  rates  of  5 
per  cent,  and  3^  per  cent,  respectively. 
A  discussion   arose  between    the   India 
Office   and    the    Government  of    India 
as    to    the     propriety     of    the     action 
taken  by  my  noble  Friend.     The  noble 
Marquess  opposite  was  of  opinion  that 
the  Cotton  Duties  had  a  preferential  claim. 
My  noble  Friend  did  not  see   his   way 
then  to  give  the  desired  relief  to  cotton 
goods  ;  but  the  noble  Marquess  and  the 
noble  Earl  were  entirely  at  ode  as  to  this: 
that  there  could  be  no  question  of  im- 
posing additional    taxation  in  order  to 
give  relief  to  the  cotton  goods.     That 
point  was  clearly  established  at  the  close 
of  the  correspondence,  and  it  is  a  point 
of  some  importance,  because,  as  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  the  House  presently, 
the  Government  of  India  is  likely  to  be 
driven  to  impose  fresh  taxation  if    the 
prohibition     against     taxing     imported 
goods  remains  much  longer  in  force.  The 
difference  of  opinion  which  declared  it- 
self  in    1875  led  to  the  Mission  of  Sir 
Lewis  Malet,  who  was  sent  to  India  for 
the  purpose    of    discovering    a    modus 
Vivendi  between  Calcutta  and  Downing 
Street ;   so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
make  oot,  that  Mission  did  not  produce 
any  immediate  resnlts. 

The  Mabquksb  of  SALISBURY^ 
B«  fell  ill. 

The  Marquea  of  Lansdowne 


The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
However,  in  the  following  Session  of 
Parliament  a  very  remarkable  Resolution, 
to  which  reference  has  constantly  been 
made  during  the  present  controversy, 
was  passed  by  the  House  of  Commons. 
That  Resolution  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  duties  then  levied  upon  British 
manufactures  imported  into  India  were 
protective  iu  their  nature,  were  contrary 
to  sound  commercial  policy,  and  ought  to 
be  repealed  without  delay  so  soon  as  the 
financial  condition  of  India  would  permit* 
This  Resolution  was  transmitted  to  the 
Government  of  India  as  an  Instruction^ 
and  it  was  followed  by  a  partial  remis- 
siou  of  the  obnoxious  duties.  But,  my 
Lords,  the  opponents  of  the  duties,  having 
once  tasted  blood,  were  not  going  to  be 
satisfied  by  any  mere  modification  of  the 
tariff,  and  in  1879  a  second  Resolution, 
more  strongly  worded  than  the  first,  was 
carried  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It  ran 
as  follows  : — 

"  That  the  Indian  Import  Duties  on  cotton 
goods,  being  unjust  alike  to  the  Indian  con- 
sumer and  the  English  producer,  ought  to  be 
abolished,  and  this  House  accepts  the  recent  re- 
duction of  these  duties  as  a  step  towards  their 
total  abolition,  to  which  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  pledged." 

The  House  will  observe  that  this  Reso- 
lution was  more  strongly  worded  than  the 
first,  and  it  differs  from  its  predecessor 
inasmuch  as  no  reference  is  made  to  the 
financial  condition  of  India,  and  also  in- 
asmuch as  the  duties  are  attacked  upon 
the  ground  of  their  injustice  nut  only  to 
the  English  producer  but  to  the  Indian 
consumer,  about  whose  interest  in  the 
matter  I  shall  have  a  word  to  say  pre- 
sently. My  Lords,  the  result  of  this  action 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Parliament  was 
that  in  1882,  during  the  Yiceroyalty  of 
the  noble  Marquess,  now  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  the  duties  were 
entirely  swept  away,  and  although  there 
have  since  that  time  been  many  lean 
years,  in  which  the  Government  of  India 
has  been  in  sore  straits,  no  attempt  has 
until  now  been  made  to  re-open  the 
question.  That,  my  Lords,  is  all  that  I 
need  to  say  by  way  of  introduction.  We 
have  now  to  turn  to  the  situation  as  it 
stood  when  the  Government  of  India 
had  to  consider  its  position  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  financial  year. 
The  rupee  had  fallen  from  Is.  9d.  in 
1890  to  a  tittle  oter  \%,  Sd.,  and,  taking 
the    rate  of    exchang;e  at  that  figure. 
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which,  as  jour  Lordships  know,  has  not 
been   maintained,  the  Finance   Member 
of  Coanoil  found  himself  on  March  1st 
face  to  face  with  a  deficit  of  three  and 
a-half  crores — ^a  deficit  which  was  sub- 
sequently reduced  to  about  three  crores 
by  changes  to  which  I  shall  refer  by- 
and-bye.  The  outlook  was  indeed  serious, 
and  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  the  greatest 
sympathy  for  the  unfortunate  Minister 
who  was  called  upon  to  make  both  ends 
meet   under   such  unpromising   circum- 
stances.   The  Finance  Member  of  Coun- 
cil is   never  much  to  be  envied,  and  I 
doubt  whether  his  difficulties  are  perfectly 
understood  in  this  country.  A  well-known 
English   Chancellor   of   the    Exchequer 
(Mr.  Lowe)  once  compared  the  Revenue 
of  this  country  to  a  table,  and  reminded 
his  hearers  that,  just  as  you  could  not 
expect  a  table  to  stand  unless  it  had  a 
sufficient  number  of  legs,  so  you  could 
not  expect  the  Revenue  of  a  nation  to 
maintain  its  stability  if  you  cut  away  too 
many  of  the  sources  of  income  by  which 
it  is  supported.   That  homely  illustration 
is  especially  applicable  to   the   case  of 
India.     In  India  the  Revenue  table  has  a 
very  small  number  of  legs,  one  or  two  of 
them   are    somewhat    rickety,   and    the 
Financial  Member  comes  very  soon  in- 
deed to  the  end  of  his  resources.     The 
Salt  Tax,  from  which  he  draws  a  very 
considerable  portion  of    them,'  affects  a 
necessary    of     life,    and    no    statesman 
would,   I    am    convinced,   regard    with 
satisfaction  an   attempt   to   increase   it. 
The  Opium  Revenue  is  dwindling  and 
uncertain.    The  Income  Tax  is  unpopular 
and  unproductive,  and  a  very  strong  case 
has  been  made  out  in  favour  of  exempt- 
ing the  smaller  incomes.     The  Govern- 
ment of   India  can  come  down  on  the 
provincial  balances  ;  and  it  has,  on  more 
than  one  recent  occasion,  been  compelled 
to  adopt  this  course,  but  it  is  one  which 
is  deeply  and  not  unnaturally  resented  by 
the  victims  of  these  appropriations,  for  it 
deprives  the  Local  Governments  of  re- 
sources which  they  are  able  to  use  with 
excellent  results  in  the  development  of 
the  districts  committed  to  their  charge. 
Then  there  is  the    suspension  of    the 
Famine  Grant.     There  is,  I  believe,  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of  sus- 
pending it  under  circumstances  such  as 
those  which  have  lately  arisen  ;  but  the 
step  18  undoubtedly  one  which  occasions 
a  serious  shock  to  public  confidence,  and 


it  is  certainly  not  a  step  which  any  Go- 
vernment can  take  with  a  light  heart.    It 
involves  a  departure  from  a  financial  policy 
which  has  found  general  acceptance,  and 
to  which  successive  Governments  have 
solemnly  undertaken  to  adhere.     But,  my 
Lords,  when   we    have    arrived  at  this 
point,  we  have  virtually  exhausted  the 
sources  to  which  the  Financial  Member 
of  Council  can  look  for  additional  revenue. 
He  cannot,  like  the  British  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  extricate   himself   from 
his   difficulties    by   imposing    an    extra 
penny  or  two  in  the  Income  Tax  ;  still 
less  can  he,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
finances  for  which  he  is  responsible  are 
those  of   an    Eastern    country,   make   a 
descent  upon  its  accumulated  wealth  by 
transferring  to  his  own  pockets  a  slice  of 
all  property  passing  by  death  from  one 
owner  to   another:     There   remains  the 
question  of  reducing  expenditure.     That 
is  a  subject  of   immense  difficulty  ;  all 
that  I  feel  called  upon  to  say  with  regard 
to   it  at  the  present   is,  that   although 
reduction  may  here  and  there  be  possible, 
and  although  rigid  economy  is,  no  doubt, 
desirable,   I   entirely   disbelieve   that   it 
would  be  safe  or  statesmanlike  to  effect 
sudden  and  wholesale  reductions,  either 
in  the  civil  or  military  expenditure  of  the 
Indian  Empire.     You  may  starve  your 
public  works,  but  the  limits  within  which 
you  can  do  so  are  far  from  wide.     Of  all 
dangerous  and  wasteful  economies  none 
is   more   dangerous   and   wasteful    than 
that   of   suddenly  interrupting  the   pro- 
gress  of   a  railway,  or   of   some    great 
irrigation     scheme.       In     such     cases 
stoppage  means  not  only  the  arrestation 
of  a  useful  work,  but  that  large  estab- 
lishments are  to  be  broken  up  or  kept  in 
idleness  ;  and  materials,  accumulated  or 
already  ordered,  wasted  or  left  to  perish 
by  the  roadside.     The  case  of  the  mili- 
tary expenditure  does  not  present  fewer 
difficulties.     A   few   economies   may  be 
made  here  and  there,  but  no  substantial 
diminution  of  expenditure  can  be  arrived 
at   unless    you   are   prepared   either  to 
reduce  the   pay  of  the    soldier    or    to 
diminish  the  number  of  troops  now  em» 
ployed   in   India,   or    to  deplete    those 
reserves  of  stores  which  we  have  been 
endeavouring  to  accumulate  during  re- 
cent years.     I  do  not  envy  the  statesman 
who  attempts  to  retrench  in  any  of  these 
three  directions.     This  question  of  the 
i^uction  of  our  military  ex pe|nditaro  was 
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very  anxiously  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  last  year.  I  remember 
that  it  produced  a  deep  impression  upon 
me  when  I  found  that  out  of  a  total 
expenditure  of  between  16  and  16  crores 
no  less  than  12  crores  were  absorbed  by 
the  pay  of  the  Army,  by  the  expenses 
of  feeding  it,  and  by  the  pensions  to 
which  it  was  entitled,  which  could,  of 
course,  not  be  touched.  It  is  easy  to 
point  to  the  fact  that  the  military  expen- 
diture of  India  is  large  and  has  been  in- 
creasing, but  I  think  the  critics  are  apt 
to  forget  how  much  of  the  increase  has 
been  due  to  the  increase  of  the  Army  by 
30,000  soldiers  after  the  annexation  of 
Upper  Burma,  to  the  measures  which 
have  been  taken  to  promote  the  comfort 
and  well-being  of  our  troops,  British  and 
Native — measures  with  which  the  name 
of  my  noble  and  gallant  Friend  on  the 
Cross  Benches  will  always  be  honourably 
connected ;  to  the  vast  expense  which  has 
been  imposed  upon  us  by  the  introduction 
of  new  armaments,  to  the  fall  in  ex- 
change, which  has  added  nearly  40  lakhs 
to  our  Military  Estimates  in  a  single  year, 
and  last,  but  not  least,  to  those  measures 
of  precaution  which  have  been  rendered 
necessary  by  the  military  activity  of 
powerful  neighbours  both  on  the  eastern 
and  western  frontiers  of  the  Empire. 
This,  then,  was  the  position  with  which 
Lord  Elgin's  Government  was  con- 
fronted, and  it  was  in  all  conscience 
serious  enough.  The  Financial  Member 
of  Council  found  himself  obliged  to 
scrape  together  from  the  different  sources 
available — and  I  have  shown  how  few 
they  were — the  necessary  Revenue  with 
which  to  make  up  this  large  deficit.  It 
was  clear  from  the  first  that  the  Famine 
Grant  had  to  go,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  can  be  any  doubt  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  was  fully  justified  in  sus- 
pending it.  The  Famine  Grant,  which 
your  Lordships  know,  amounts  to  160 
lakhs  per  annum,  was  intended  to  pro- 
vide out  of  the  superfluity  of  prosperous 
years  for  the  exigencies  of  years  of  ad- 
versity. Some  of  your  Lordships  have 
probably  read  the  extremely  instructive 
speech  delivered  in  the  Viceroy's  Coun- 
cil on  the  27th  of  March  by  Sir  Charles 
Elliott,  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
Bengal.  Sir  C.  Elliott  was  Secretary  to 
the  Famine  Commission,  to  whose  recom- 
mendation the  institution  of  the  so-called 
Famine  Insurance  Fund  was  due  ;  and  it 

The  Marqueai  of  Lamsdowge 


is  noteworthy  that  Sir  Charles,  speaking 
with  the  authority  due  to  his  connection 
with  the  Famine  Commission,  as  well  as 
with  that  belonging  to  the  head  of  the 
Province  which  has  m^re  than  any  other 
in  India  suffered  from  famines  in  the 
past,  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  time 
had  come  for  inquiring  whether  the 
grounds  on  which  this  figiu-e  of  lakhs  was 
arrived  at,  still  remain  unchanged.  He 
shows  in  the  course  of  his  speech  that  owing 
to  the  construction  of  many  of  the  lines 
considered  necessary  by  the  Famine  Com- 
mission, the  districts  most  liable  to 
scarcity  have  become  much  less  vulner- 
able than  they  were,  and  he  expresses 
his  opinion  that  there  is  good  reason  for 
thinking  that  it  is  no  longer  necessary  to 
set  apart  so  large  a  surplus  as  1^  crores, 
for  the  definite  purpose  of  meeting  the 
recurring  expenditure  which  the  occur- 
rence of  famine  entails.  I  am  not  sorry 
to  have  this  opportunity  of  adding  to  Sir 
Charles  Elliott's  testimony  the  expression 
of  my  own  belief  that  the  danger  to  the 
people  of  India  from  famine  has  become 
greatly  less  than  it  was  ;  not  only  have 
the  means  of  communication  improved, 
and  with  them  the  facilities  for  bringing 
timely  supplies  of  food  into  the  threat- 
ened districts,  but  we  have  now  a  system 
of  perfectly  organised  Returns  carefully 
collated  by  the  Department  of  Revenue 
and  Agriculture,  showing  from  time  to 
time  the  condition  of  the  population  and 
the  movement  of  the  prices  of  food  sup- 
plies— returns  which  render  it  almost 
impossible  for  the  Government  to  be,  as 
they  were  before  these  precautionary 
measures  had  been  taken,  surprised  by 
sudden  and  unexpected  calamities  of  this 
kind.  It  is,  therefore,  I  think,  clear  that 
Lord  Elgin's  Government  are  amply 
justified  in  suspending  the  Famine  Grant 
so  far  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so.  A 
part  of  it  was  already  pledged,  but  107 
lakhs  out  of  160  lakhs  were  available 
and  were  very  properly  hypothecated. 
The  deficit  was  thus  reduced  to  260 
lakhs,  if  Mr.  Westland's  first  figure  be 
accepted  as  the  point  of  departure,  and 
there  was  one  source  only  from  which 
the  bulk  of  it  could  be  made  good.  An 
all  round  tariff  of  Import  Duties  at  the 
rate  of  6  per  cent,  ad  valorem  would 
have  given  a  sum  which  may  be 
estimated  at  from  226  to  260  lakhs, 
and  with  this  addition  to  their  income  the 
Government  would  have  had  an  equili- 
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ium,  or  at  all  events  a  small  deficit 
ily,  without  further  trouble.  Now,  my 
[>rds,  there  is  do  question  whatever 
at  if  the  Government  of  India  had  been 
ft  (o  itself  it  would  have  taken  this 
Bp.  But  it  had  to  reckon  with  the 
3oretary  of  State,  and  the  Secretary  of 
Ate  had  to  reckon  with  Manchester, 
n  the  very  day  on  which  Mr.  West- 
nd  introduced  his  Tariff  Bill,  an  in- 
lential  deputation  waited  upon  the 
►ble  Earl  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
olonies,  who  was  then  Secretary  of 
^te  for  India,  and  urged  upon  him  the 
expediency  of  allowing  the  Government 

India  to  tax  imported  cottons.  The 
Me  Earl  announced  that  it  had  been 
icided  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
at  there  was  not  to  be  a  re-imposition 

duties  upon  cotton  goods — a  state- 
ent  which  is  reported  to  have  been  re- 
ived with  loud  cheers  by  the  deputa- 
)n.  The  noble  Earl  was,  however, 
rfectly  frank,  and  he  went  on  as  fol- 
ws  : — 

'*  I  should  be  uncandid  if  I  did  not  tell  you 
%t  there  is  in  India  an  extremely  strong  feel- 
?  the  other  way." 

lit  he  went  on  to  say — 

"  The  matter  is  perfectly  at  rest  so  far  as  the 
esent  time  is  concernecl,  and  it  is  highly  satis- 
[Ttory  to  me  to  be  able  to  make  this  announce- 
»nt  to  you  to-day." 

statement  to  the  same  effect  was  made 
^  Mr.  Westland  in  the  Viceroy's  Coun- 
I  when  he  introducckl  the  Tariff  Bill, 
id  was  repeated  by  him  a  few  days 
ter  when  that  measure  came  up  for 
scussion.  Then,  my  Lords,  took  place 
ose  remarkable  discussions  in  the 
iceroy's  Council,  the  Reports  of  which 
e  before  the  House.  All  I  need  say 
itb  regard  to  them  is  that  upon  the 
grits  not  one  single  Member,  official  or 
[official,  approved  of  the  decision  of 
er  Majesty's  Government,  or  accepted 

save  under  a  more  or  less  emphati- 
lly  worded  protest,  and  with  an  ex- 
ession  of  hope  that  the  last  word  had 
t  been  spoken  by  the  India  Office. 
5t  me  point  out  to  the  House  what  were 
e  results  of  this  decision  of  Her 
ajesty's  Government.  The  import 
ties,  without  the  inclusion  of  cotton 
ods,  yielded  only  114  lakhs,  instead  of 
e  225  or  250  lakhs  which  would  have 
en  obtained  if  the  cottons  had  not  been 
empted.     Instead  of  an  equilibrium  or 

approach  to  it,  Mr.  Westland  found 


himself,  taking  the  original  deficit  of  350 
lakhs  as  the  point  of  departure,  with  a 
deficit  of  about  130  lakhs,  for  which 
provision  had  somehow  or  other  to 
be  made.  Well,  my  Lords,  what  has 
happened  ?  To  begin  with,  part  of  the 
balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Provincial 
Governments  was  appropriated  ;  in  other 
words,  the  financial  contracts  recently 
entered  into  between  the  Government  of 
India  and  the  Local  Governments  were 
broken  for  the  purpose  of  making  good 
the  deficit  of  the  Imperial  Exchequer. 
Let  me  read  your  Lordships  the  words 
in  which  Mr.  Westland  refers  to  this 
measure.  In*  Paragraph  27  of  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  your  Lordships  will  find 
the  following  passage  : — 

"The  Government  of  India  were  most  un- 
willing to  have  recourse  to  a  measure  which 
practically  means  the  stoppage  for  the  time  of 
all  administrative  improvements ;  a  measure 
which  they  feel  must  take  the  heart  out  of  Pro- 
vincial Governments  by  making  them  surrender 
all  the  fruits  of  careful  a<lministration  to  fill  the 
yawning  jnlf  of  our  sterling  payments." 

My  Lords,  I  remember  that  on  one  occa- 
sion, while  I  was  connected  with  the 
Government  of  India,  we  found  ourselves 
obliged  to  ask  the  Local  Governments 
for  a  benevolence  of  this  kind.  I  always 
regretted  it,  and  I  feel  very  strongly  that 
Mr.  Westland  was  using  no  exaggerated 
language  when  he  said  that  such  action 
must  have  the  effect  both  of  stopping  all 
administrative  improvement,  and  taking 
the  heart  out  of  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ments. From  this  source  40  lakhs  out  of 
130  were  obtained.  In  providing  the  sum 
which  remained  the  Financial  Depart- 
ment had  literally  to  make  bricks  without 
straw.  Twenty  lakhs  or  thereabouts 
were  obtained  by  reducing  the  grant  for 
military  works,  and  17  or  18  lakhs  more 
"  by  cutting  out,"  to  use  Mr.  Westland's 
language — 

*•  Practically  every  new  work  uiK)n  the  civil 
siile  to  which  the  Government  of  India  was  not 
absolutely  committed." 

If  your  Lordships  wish  to  know  what 
these  reductions  mean,  I  would  beg  you 
to  read  the  eloquent  speech  delivered  in 
the  Viceroy's  Council  by  Sir  Griffith 
Evans  on  the  27th  of  March,  in  which 
this  part  of  the  case  is  dealt  with.  You 
will  find  the  passage  at  p.  99  of  the  Blue 
Book.     Sir  Griffith  Evans  says — 

"  It  is  not  suggested  that  these  works  are  not 
necessary  or  that  this  expenditure  can  be  per- 
manently avoided.    .    .    .    It  means  totally  to 
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arrest  all  deyelopment.  .  .  .  The  barracks 
required  in  Upper  Burma  will  not  be  built. 
.  .  .  The  sanitary  measures  required  for  the 
Army  in  India  will  not  be  carried  ;  and  worst  of 
all^  the  proposed  improred  arrangements  for 
water  supply  for  the  troops  all  over  India  must 
stand  over.  This  means  preventable  sickness 
and  preventable  deaths  among  our  troops.  The 
dreadful  scourge  of  enteric  fe\'er  is  to  run  its 
course  unchecked." 

These,  my  Lords,  are  not  the  words  of 
an  agitator,  or  of  a  disloyal  newspaper, 
but  of  the  leader  of  the  Calcutta  Bar,  a 
gentlemao  who  has  for  many  years  been 
a  member  of  the  Viceroy's  Council,  and 
whose  loyalty  to  the  British  Government 
is  altogether  beyond  suspicion.  No 
wonder,  my  Lords,  that  at  the  conclusion 
of  his  financial  statement  Mr.  Westland 
made  the  observation  that  the  means 
which  he  had  adopted  for  nearly  balancing 
his  revenue  and  expenditure  were  means 
which  would  hardly  be  available  a  second 
time.  And  after  all,  my  Lords,  after  the 
absorption  of  the  Famine  Grant,  the 
appropriation  of  the  provincial  balances, 
and  the  abandonment  of  necessary  works, 
the  magnificent  result  was  to  lea\e  the 
Government  of  India  with  a  prospective 
deficit  of  30  lakhs,  and  this,  although  the 
exchange  value  of  the  rupee  had  been 
estimated  at  Is.  2d.,  a  rate  which,  as  your 
Lordships  are  aware,  has  not  since  been 
maintained.  The  financial  results  were, 
however,  nothing  as  compared  with  the 
political  effect  which  has  been  produced 
by  the  exemption.  It  is  uo  exaggeration 
to  say  that  it  has  evoked  a  feeling  of 
universal  disappointment — I  should  not  be 
wroug  if  I  said  a  feeling  of  universal  in- 
dignation throughout  India.  What  are 
the  grounds  upon  which  this  special 
favour  denied  to  all  other  imports  has 
been  shown  to  the  imports  of  cotton 
goods  ?  It  has  been  said  that  the 
resolutions  passed  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  1875  and  1879  are  obligatory.  I 
do  not  suppose  that  it  will  be  seriously 
contended  that,  if  a  sufiicient  case  can  be 
shown,  a  Parliamentary  Resolution 
carried  under  one  particular  set  of  cir- 
cumstances must  remain  for  all  time  and 
under  wholly  different  circumstances,  as 
a  kind  of  law  of  the  Modes  and  Persians 
which  altereth  not.  I  have  told  the 
House  what  those  Resolutions  were  :  one 
of  them  has  reference  to  the  interests  of 
the  Indian  consumer,  and  I  noticed  that 
when  the  deputation,  to  which  I  have 
already  referred,  called    upon   the  noble 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne 


Earl,  the  principal  spokesman  stated  his 
case  upon  the  assertion  that — 

**  the  imposition  of  these  duties  woald  involve 
a  great  hanlship  upon  the  poor  Indian  con- 
sumer." 

The  present  Secretary  of  State  also,  I 
observe,  spoke  very  strongly  of  the  in- 
justice of  making  the  consumer  pay  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indian  manufacturer. 
I  confers  that  while  I  am  the  first  to 
admit  that  the  case  presents  very  con- 
siderable difficulties,  I  am  a  little  incre- 
dulous as  to  the  grievance  of  the  Indian 
consumer.  What  is  the  argument  ?  We 
are  told  that  if  the  price  of  imported 
cottons  is  enhanced  by  the  addition 
of  the  duty,  the  price  of  all  other 
cottons  will  be  raised,  and  it  is  urged 
that  the  additional  cost  will  in 
all  cases  fall  upon  the  consumer, 
that  the  amount  by  which  the  price  is 
raised  would,  in  the  case  of  imported 
cotton,  go  into  the  pocket  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  in  the  case  of  cottons  produced 
in  India,  into  the  pocket  of  the  manu- 
facturer. It  is  obvious  that  if  the  Indian 
manufacturer  puts  up  his  prices  by  an 
amount  equal  to  the  duty  payable  by 
imported  cottons,  the  Indian-made  goods 
will  gain  no  advantage  in  respect  of  cheap- 
ness, and  to  this  extent  the  grievance  of 
the  British  competitor  would  disappear. 
But,  of  course,  the  ludian  manufacturer 
may  add  to  his  prices  something  less 
than  the  whole  of  the  duty  ;  in  that  case 
he  will  get  his  protection,  and  the  con- 
sumers may  have  to  submit  to  a  more 
or  less  increased  price.  But  let  us  see 
what  is  the  exteut  of  the  consumer's 
grievance.  A  6  per  cent,  duty  is  equal 
to  about  ^d.  in  the  Is.,  or  less  than  one 
anna  in  the  rupee.  Now,  I  doubt 
extremely  whether,  as  far  as  the  Indian 
consumer  is  concerned,  this  addition 
to  the  price  of  those  cotton  good» 
which  might  be  affected  would  be  very 
seriously  felt.  At  any  rate,  it  is  our  duty 
to  remember  that  the  Indian  consumer,  so 
far  as  he  has  an  articulate  voice,  is  asking 
you  to  put  an  end  to  this  exemption. 
You  may  say  that  he  knows  nothing  about 
these  questions.  That  may  be  true,  but 
your  Lordships  may  take  it  as  beyond 
doubt  that  if  you  could  get  at  the  con- 
sumer's opiniou  you  would  find  that  he 
greatly  preferred  an  infiuitesimally  small 
increase  iu  the  price  of  cotton  cloths  to 
an  addition  to  the  Salt  Tax,  and  cer- 
tainly to   any   kind   of  direct   taxation. 
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d  it  is  to  some  taxation  of  this  kind 
lit  the  Government  of  India  will  have 
turn  if  it  is  deprived  of  the  revenue 
lich  the  Cotton  Duties  would  jield. 
is  stated  confidently  hy  those  best 
alifi^d  to  offer  an  opinion  that  while  the 
ties  upon  (miported  cotton  fj^oods  were 
11  in  force  the  consumer  did  not  feel 
Bm,  or  know  that  he  was  being  taxed, 
well-known  member  of  the  Legislative 
mncil,  the  President  of  the  Calcutta 
lamber  of  Commerce,  estimated  the  in- 
lence  of  these  duties  as  equivalent 
something  like  fd.  per  head  of 
e  population.  It  is  interesting  to 
te  how  this  point  was  regarded  when 
e  question  was  discussed  nearly  20 
ars  ago  between  the  Government  of 
dia  and  the  Secretary  of  State.  I 
ote  the  following  from  a  Despatch 
dressed  by  the  noble  Marquess  opposite 
the  Government  of  India  on  the  loth 
April,  1875,  when  this  question  was 
der  discussion.  The  noble  Marquess 
ote  that — 

*  In  the  presence  of  influences  so  powerful " 

le  noble  Marquess  was  referring  to  the 
pid  development  of  the  Indian  in- 
stry) 

he  effect  of  the  5  per  cent,  duty  was  probably 
kigniflcant/' 

B  went  on  to  say — 

'An  importance,  howevor,  which  I  think 
iggerated,  has  been  attached  to  it  by  the 
:ton  manufacturers  both  in  England  and 
mbay." 

the  same  Despatch  the  noble  Marquess 
oceeded — 

*  If  it  were  true  that  this  duty  is  the  means 
excluding  English  competition,  and  thereby 
sing  the  price  of  a  necessary  of  hfe  to  the 
)t  masses  of  Indian  consumers,  it  is  unneces- 
■y  for  me  to  remark  that  it  would  be  open  to 
momical  objections  of  the  gravest  kind.  I  do 
b  attribute  to  it  any  such  effect,  but  I  cannot 
insensible  to  the  political  evils  which  arise 
»m  the  prevalent  belief  upon  this  matter." 

shall  have  a  few  words  to  say  pre* 
atly  as  to  the  political  aspect  of  the 
estion,  but  I  trust  that  I  have  said 
ough  to  show  that  the  alleged  cou- 
aier*s  grievance  is  not  one  to  which 
ur  Lordships  would  be  justified  in 
caching  too  much  weight.  Then,  my 
>rds,  we  are  told  that  the  duties  are 
otective  and  inconsistent  with  our  Free 
ade  principles.  My  Lords,  I  hope  we 
ill  not  allow  our  affection  for  Free 
ade  principles  to  degenerate  into  mere 


bigotry.  So  far  as  the  question  of  prin- 
ciple is  concerned,  I  object  ai  together  to 
the  doctrine  that,  because  we  are  believers 
in  Free  Trade,  India  is  to  be  absolutely 
precluded  from  raising  revenue  by  Hoy 
taxation  which,  although  imposed  for 
revenue  purposes,  iucidentally  protects 
one  industry  or  another,  A  more 
dangerous  doctrine  I  eiinnoti*aticeivet  I 
have  already  pointed  out  tlmt  tn  thecai^e 
of  India  a  general  tariff  mui^t  necessarily 
be,  to  some  extent,  protective  in  its  results- 
My  Lords,  I  am  awiiro  of  the  dangers 
which  surround  the  colotifal  aualogy,  und 
I  should  be  the  last  to  claim  for  Iz^dia 
the  kind  of  fiscal  indepeudeuco  >vl»ich  is 
enjoyed  by  Canada  or  lire  Australian 
Colonies,  but  we  cannot,  when  we  are 
discussing  this  questiun,  Altogether  ex- 
clude from  consideration  tlie  fact  that  we 
allow  our  colonies  to  rai^ic  revenue  by 
duties  which  are  desi^njwlly  protective, 
and  which  have  uniiuiiljteiUy  bad  the 
effect  of  considerably  hampering  onr  own 
trade.  So  long  as  the  colQiiiea  do  not 
discriminate  against  the  mother  conn  try 
we  do  not  raise  a  linger,  an^J  they  Imve 
at  times  been  perilously  near  arriving  at 
this  point.  You  cannot,  tlierefore,  pre- 
vent people  from  asking  wliy  we  swallow 
the  colonial  camel  unil  strain  at  the 
Indian  gnat.  It  is  nio.st  desirable  that 
we  should  kuow  exnctly  to  what  extent 
protection  would  be  given  if  theae  duties 
were  imposed.  Would  it  be  so  great 
that  our  trade  would  be  crippled  or 
destroyed  ?  If  this  was  the  case  it  is 
clear  that  the  duty  would  yield  no 
revenue  and  would,  therefore,  fail  to 
effect  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  im- 
posed. We  kuow,  however,  thai  Indian 
cottons  do  not  compete,  or  compete  to  a 
slight  extent  only,  with  onr  finer  cotton 
goods  ;  it  is  only  in  the  case  of  coarser 
goods  that  there  is  any  competition  to 
speak  of. 

**  Manchester  and  Bombiij/' 
to  use  the  words  of  Mr.  WestUmlt 
"overlap   to   a  certain  frxJetit,   but   the    area 
which  Manchester  occupiei^.  :iii<l  miitit  c'>iitinue 
to  occupy  without  com(>etjtlonf   is   very   wiile 
and  cjmprehensive." 

That  is  the  statement  of  the  expert 
adviser  of  Lord  Elgiu^s  Government. 
Do  Her  Majesty's  Governmetii  accept 
it?  By  the  last  mail  I  received  the 
report  of  an  interesting  discussion  w^jich 
took  place  last  month  of  the  Bombay 
Millowners'  Association,  A  very  re- 
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markable  statement  was  then  made  by 
Mr.  G.  Cottou,  the  president  of  the 
aFsoeiation..  I  quote  the  following  from 
his  speech  : — 

**  We  do  not  enter  into  competition  with 
Lancashire,  nor  can  she  compete  with  us,  and  I 
may  mention  that  this  week  I  hare  declined  to 
quote  even  for  248.,  because  our  machinery  can 
be  more  profitably  employed  on  Hs.,  Ss.,  lOs., 
16s.,  and  206.  Lancashire  rloes  not,  I  venture 
to  say,  export  to  this  country  any  goods  or 
yams  which  average  under  248.** 

He  proceeds  to  give,  io  a  tabular  form, 
figures  showing,  as  to  yarns,  the  pro- 
duction of  all  the  mills  in  India  except 
one  for  189*^,  and  he  says  (and  appa- 
rently the  figures  bear  out  the  statement) 
that — 

"They  show  that  20  per  cent,  of  our  pro- 
duction is  under  lOs.,  that  79  per  cent,  is  under 
208..  and  only  194  per  <«nt.  is  between  208. 
and  80s.,  I4  per  cent,  between  SOs.  and  408., 
and  1.8  per  cent,  over  408.  I  regret  that  we 
could  not  get  the  figures  between  20s.  and 
24s.,  as  I  am  sure  that  we  would  find  that 
fully  10  per  cent,  are  20^8.  and  21 8.,  and  a 
good  5  per  cent.  228.  to  248.,  so  that  fully 
94  per  cent,  of  our  bpinnings  are  counts  that 
Lancashire  does  not  send,  and  has  not  sent  us 
for  years.*' 

Are  these  figures,  which  I  must  say  seem 
to  me  a  little  surprising,  accepted  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  or  can  they 
be  explained  away,  and,  if  so,  to  what 
extent  ?  We  must,  however,  I  think, 
concede  that  to  some  extent  these 
duties,  unless  accompanied  by  a  counter- 
vailing Excise  Duty,  would  be  pro- 
tective. Well,  my  Lords,  as  to  that, 
let  me  say  that  even  if  it  be  true  that  to 
some  slight  extent  Indian  mills  will  get 
an  advantage  from  the  taxation  of  British 
goods,  I,  for  one,  deprecate  the  coutention 
that  this  objection  is  fatal.  The  Indian 
millowners  have  had  a  good  many  trials 
of  late.  Our  currency  legislation  has  for 
the  time  disturbed  their  business.  We 
have  imposed  upon  them  factory  legisla- 
tion conceived  upon  European  rather  than 
Indian  lines ;  and,  in  this  very  tarifiT 
which  we  are  discussing,  their  dye  stufiTs 
and  chemicals,  which  enter  very  largely 
into  the  cost  of  production,  are  taxed.  It 
is  stated  that  the  duty  on  these  is  equal 
to  more  than  1  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of 
production.  I  confess  that  unless  you 
are  able  to  show  that  by  taxing  these 
imports  you  would  give  to  tbe  Indian 
mills  an  amount  of  protection^  which 
would  seriously  cripple  BritishX  com- 
petition, and  thereby  lose  you  there\^nue 
of  which  you  are  in  ne?d,  I  shouldViot 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdo^rne 


regret  to  see  these  millowners  get  a 
little  of  the  smooth  as  well  as  the  rough. 
My  Lords,  if  it  comes  to  the  question  of 
protection,  let  us,  at  any  rate,  be  con- 
sistent. If  protection  be  indeed  the  un- 
clean thing,  and  we  are  to  rule  out  every 
duty  which  is  protective  in  its  effect,  the 
tariff  which  the  Secretary  of  State  has 
already  sanctioned  is  altogether  in- 
admissible. At  some  points  it  is  pro- 
tective in  the  interests  of  the  English 
manufacturer.  The  Government  of  Indi& 
is,  as  I  have  just  pointed  out,  about  to 
take  toll  of  the  dye  stuffs  and  metals 
used  by  the  Indian  millers,  who  will,  to 
that  extent,  be  subject  to  a  penalty  from 
which  their  British  competitors  are  free. 
But  that  is  by  no  means  all.  The  new 
tariff  includes  Import  Duties  upon  papers 
fvnd  woollens,  both  of  which  commodities 
are  to  a  considerable  extent  manufactured 
in  India.  The  manufacture  of  paper,  in 
particular,  is  making  great  strides  in  that 
country.  Every  one  of  these  newly- 
built  paper  mills  will  receive  a  certain 
amount  of  protection  by  the  tariff. 
I  could  mention  other  cases,  but  the  fact 
is,  that  the  tariff,  as  a  whole,  hangs 
together,  and  it  is  impossible  to  make 
exceptions  without  creating  anomalies 
and  producing  injustice.  As  for  the 
Cotton  Duties,  I  do  not  believe  that  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  was  guilty  of  any  exag- 
geration when  in  1872  he  told  the  Vice- 
roy's Legislative  Council  that,  if  the  case 
were  argued  upon  the  ground  of  Free 
Trade  or  Protection, 

'*  The  arguments  in  favour  of  abolishing  the 
general  Import  Duties  were  even  stronger  than 
those  which  could  be  adduced  in  respect  of  the 
abolition  of  the  Cotton  Duties.  The  mainten- 
ance of  the  former,  if  the  latter  be  abolished, 
would  from  every  point  of  view  be  open  to 
objection." 

We  have  reversed  the  process,  we  are  im- 
posing general  duties,  and  giving  exemp- 
tion to  the  commodity  which,  in  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring*s  opinion,  had  the  least 
claim  of  all  to  such  indulgence.  My 
Lords,  the  question  is  really  a  question  of 
revenue,  and  these  arguments  founded 
upon  the  sanctity  of  Free  Trade  prin- 
ciples are,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so, 
beside  the  mark.  Even  if  they  had  more 
weight,  they  would  weigh  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  political  considerations 
which  are  involved,  and  which  require  & 
much  fuller  explanation  than  we  have 
yet  received  of  the  intentions  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.     It  is  impossible 
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exaggerate  the  inteusity  of  feeling 
;h  this  piece  of  fiscal  favouritism  has 
need  in  India.  Those  who  have  had 
longest  experience    in  that  country 

unhesitatingly  that  public  opinion 
)T  was  so  unanimous ;  from  the 
ibers  of  the  Viceroy's  Council  to  the 
blest  classes,  the  people  of  India 
solid  upon  the  subject.  The  case 
been  stated  during  the  discussions  in 
ncil,  at  public  meetings,  and  in  the 
spapers  with  merciless  logic.  Judg- 
t  has  gone  by  default ;  there  is  no 
f.  Those  from  whom  an  official 
ogy  for  the  measure  might  have  been 
^ted  have  refused  to  make  it.     All 

they  are  able  to  say  is  that  they  are 
ig   under    orders   from    Home,   and 

there  is  reason  to  hope  that  those 
rs  may  be  reconsidered.  In  the 
nwhile  the  public  sees  the  Govern- 
t  of  India  cutting  down  expenditure, 
ring  useful  public  works,  and  appro- 
ting  the  economies  of  the  Local 
ernments,  merely  because,  as 
are  told,  political  exigencies 
er  it  impossible  for  the  Secre- 
of  State  to  give  way.  The 
I  has,  I  think,  come  when  we  may 
onably  ask  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
iment     to     take     us     more     fully 

their  confidence.  There  never  was 
oment  when  it  was  more  necessary 
void  creating  an  impression  that  our 
[icial  policy  in  India  was  dictated  by 
sh  considerations.  I  am  not  one  of 
e  who  regard  with  exaggerated 
m  every  bazaar  rumour  which  may 
elegraphed  over  to  this  country  from 
a,  but  it  is  idle  to  conceal  from  cur- 
es that  many  causes  are  at  work 
:h  should  make  us  pause  before  we 
ny thing  to  shake  the  confidence  of 
)eoplein  the  absolutedisinterestedness 
ur  rule.  Western  ideas  are  spreading 
i  rapidity  in  the  minds  of  an  Eastern 
jlation,  not  yet  by  any  means  fitted 
eceive  them.  The  Press  takes  ad- 
tage  of  the  wide  measure  of  liberty 
ch  it  enjoys  to  speak  its  mind  with  a 
ice  that  would  not  be  tolerated  by 
rulers  of  any  other  Eastern  country. 

Gx)vernment  must  make  up  its  mind 
)e  misrepresented,  and  may  in  ordi- 
'  cases  console  itself  by  the  hope  that 
truth  will  prevail,  and  the  reflection 

a  good  deal  of  the  vituperation  is 

very  sincere,  but  it  should  think 
e  before    it   supplies   the    party  of 


/ 


'agitation  with  a  real  grievance  aud  with 
the  materials  for  an  ludictmetjt  to  whiuh 
no  reply  has  been  made,  becaui^e  no  reply 
has  been  possible.  ^\'e  have  lately,  I 
think  most  wisely,  extended  ttiefunctiout^ 
of  the  Indian  Legislative  CoiiiieiU  ;  we 
have  added  to  them  a  certain  number  of 
members  owing  their  tippomtnient,  not 
to  nomination  from  above,  but  to  the  re- 
commendation of  their  fellow-CQun  try  men, 
and  we  have  given  to  the  Conneib  thns 
reformed  and  reconstitntod  the  right  of 
discussing  the  financliit  proposals,  bocii 
of  the  local  and  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ments. We  have  also  given  them  the 
right,  of  which  they  arc  already  availing 
themselves  freely,  of  questioning  the 
Government  upon  matters  nf  public  im- 
portance. It  is  at  sucti  a  moment  as  thi^ 
that  we  are  adopting  a  eonrt^e  which  ha? 
had  the  effect  of  supplying  every  iH- 
wisher  of  the  British  Government  with  a 
whole  arsenal  of  arguments.  At  the 
moment  when  we  are  increas^irig  tlie  con- 
stitutional privileges  of  our  Imliaii 
fellow-subjects,  and  giving  them  new 
opportunities  of  scrutinis^ing  our  manage- 
ment of  their  finances,  we  are  denying 
to  the  Government  of  tlie  Indian  Empire 
even  a  few  shreds  of  the  linaneial  inde- 
pendence which  every  one  of  our  self- 
governing  colonies  enjoys  to  the  fullest 
extent.  There  is  only  one  satisfactory 
feature  about  this  paitifnl  subjeet,  atid 
that  is  that  it  has  been  made  abundantly 
clear  to  us  that  Her  Miijesiy's  Govern- 
ment have  not  said  thoir  hist  word  upon 
the  matter.  I  trust  that  we  shall  be  able 
to  elicit  from  them  thi»  evening  some 
announcement  which  will  eome  as  a  re- 
lief to  public  feeling,  otficial  and  unoffi- 

I  cial,  in  India.  What  has  iicen  doue  is 
either  right  or  wrong.  If  it  is  right, 
let  us  have  the  whole  of  the  argument 
and  let  us  say  bohlly  tlmt  notbiug 
will  induce  us  to  depart  from  onr  deci- 
sion ;  but  if  it  is  wronjij,  as  I  for  one 
bdieve  that  it  is,  if  no  sontnl  argitnientfi 
are  forthcoming  in  support  of  tlie  posi- 
tion taken  up  at  fir*^t  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  then  kt  u^,  at  what- 
ever cost,  make  a  cleau  hrea?;t  of  ir» 
and  show  the  people  of  India  that  !t 
is  a  gross  libel  to  pay  that  either  of 
the  great  political  Parties  iu  this  country 
will,  for  the  sake  of  a  passing  advan- 
tage, deny  to  them  the  fnir  play  which 
they  expect  at  their  hands. 
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•The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  INDIA  (Lord  Reay)  : 
Mj  Lords,  I  Lave  listened  with  the 
greatest  attention  to  the  verj  dispas- 
sionate speech  in  which  the  noble  Mar« 
quess  has  brought  before  us  a  subject  of 
very  grave  importance.  I  will  mention 
at  the  outset  that  with  regard  to  any 
observations  on  the  past  action  of  the 
Government  I  shall  leave  the  reply  to 
the  noble  Earl  (Lord  Kimberley),  as  he 
ordered  that  these  duties  should  not  be 
imposed.  Instructions  to  that  effect 
were  given  before  I  joined  the  India 
Office.  What  the  noble  Marquess  has 
asked  with  regard  to  the  present 
state  of  affairs  I  am  prepared  to 
answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer 
his  question  as  to  the  figure  at  which  the 
Government  estimates  the  deficit  that 
may  arise  in  the  Budget  of  the  present 
year.  I  should  have  thought  that  the 
noble  Marquess  hincself  must  feel  thi^t, 
with  exchange  fluctuating  as  it  does,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  make  any  estimate 
of  what  the  deficitmay  ultimately  amount 
to.  I  am,  however,  glad  to  be  able  to 
mention  that  the  last  accounts  received 
from  India  as  to  the  financial  situation 
are  not  of  a  nature  to  cause  alarm  at  this 
moment.  As  to  what  the  noble  Marquess 
has  said  about  starving  the  Services,  I 
certainly  shall  not  deny  that  the  various 
Services  are  subject  at  this  moment  to  a 
regime  of  very  rigid  economy.  It  is, 
however,  a  result  of  the  temporary  nature 
of  the  financial  situation,  and  economy 
is  not  identical  with  starvation.  The 
financial  situation  has  been  correctly 
described  in  the  Viceroy's  Council  in 
the  following  words  by  the  Financial 
Member  : — 

''*  It  is  a  serious  confession  to  make,  but 
nevertheless,  it  is  true,  that  our  financial  posi- 
tion in  the  immediate  future  depends  on  circum- 
stances absolutely  outside  our  control,  and  that 
we  can  do  little  more  than  watch  in  which 
direction  the  forces  are  working,  which  will,  in 
the  end,  either  bring  us  security  from  these 
perpetual  variations,  or  still  more  serious  trouble 
than  any  we  have  had  as  yet  to  provide 
against/' 

This  situation  is  provisional  and  tem- 
porary, and  consequently  it  is  impossible 
to  make  any  definite  forecast.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  the  noble  Marquess  urges 
that  Supplementary  Estimates  should  be 
introduced  into  the  Budget  without  abso- 
lute necessity  for  such  a  coarse.  \He 
must  be  well  aware  of  its  iuconvenienl 


If,  however,  Supplementary  Estimates 
become  imperative,  they  will  have  to 
be  considered.  With  regard  to  Public 
Works,  the  situation  does  not  justify  the 
criticism  that  they  are  starved.  On  March 
31,  1894,  the  total  length  of  railway,  of 
all  gauges,  open  in  India  was  18,500 
miles,  showing  an  increase  of  458  miles 
over  the  open  mileage  at  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  the  previous  year.  On  the 
same  date  there  were  1,922]^  miles  which 
had  been  sanctioned  but  were  not  yet 
opened ;  so  that  the  total  sanctioned 
mileage,  including  lines  already  opened, 
amounted  to  20,422^  miles.  During  the 
year  1893-94  sanction  was  given  to  the 
construction  of  additional  mileage  to  the 
extent  of  154^  miles  ;  but  after  allowing 
for  deductions  on  account  of  lines 
abandoned  or  in  abeyance  and  minor 
corrections  of  mileage  the  sanctioned 
mileage  on  March  31,  1894,  exceeded  the 
sanctioned  mileage  on  March  31,  1893, 
by  only  27J  miles.  Although  no  large 
schemes  have  been  actually  sanctioned 
during  the  past  financial  year,  several 
large  works  are  at  present  in  hand  or  in 
contemplation,  among  them  the  East 
Coast  Railway,  of  which  it  is  expected 
that  200  miles  more  will  be  opened  during 
the  present  year.  Progress  is  being  made 
with  the  Assam-Bengal  Railway,  which 
is  in  the  hands  of  a  company.  The 
length  of  line  included  in  this  scheme  is 
742  miles.  The  construction  of  the 
Mu  Valley  Railway  beyond  Wuntho,  in 
Burma,  156  miles,  is  being  steadily 
pushed  on.  On  the  north-west  frontier 
work  is  proceeding  on  the  Muskaf-Bolau 
Railway,  86  miles,  and  to  some  extent  on 
the  Mari  Attock  line,  85  miles.  The 
railway  from  Bareilly,  via  Rampur  to 
Moradabad,56  miles,  and  the  Qodra-Rut- 
1am  Railway,  115  miles,  may  also  be  men- 
tioned. The  latter  is  very  near  completion. 
Of  the  schemes  in  immediate  contempla- 
tion the  most  important  is  the  Delhi- 
Bhathinda  Samasata  project.  This 
railway  will  be  about  400  miles  in 
length  and  is  estimated  to  cost  about  277 
lakhs  of  rupees.  It  may  be  mentioned 
that  in  September  last  the  Government 
of  India  issued  a  circular  offering  terms 
on  which  the  Government  would  be  pre- 
pared to  consider  offers  for  the  construc- 
tion, by  the  agency  of  private  companies, 
of  branch  lines  or  extensions  of  existing 
railways.  In  the  Budget  the  total  out- 
lay for  construction  of  railways  including 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  l(^ 


Indian  Coiion 


{20.JULY  1894} 


Duiiei. 


510 


Mitive  railwajrs — althoagh  the  Famine 
rance  Fund  has  been  suspended — 
dIj  reduced  from  Rx.4,027,000  in 
1-94  to  Rx.3,450,000  in  this  year. 
IS  verj  glad  to  hear  the  noble  Mar- 
s  say  that  he  had  no  objectiou  to  a 
)orary  suspeusionof  the  Faurine  grant, 
;hat  he  concurred  in  the  views  which 
Charles  Flliott  laid  before  the 
(roy*8  Council.  The  noble  Marquess 
saitl  that  this  is  a  practical  Re- 
le  question.  In  that  I  agree.  If 
B  duties  have  to  be  imposed,  it  is 
Ay  for  raising  Revenue ;  and,  in  so 
»  they  would  operate  as  protective 
es,  they  would  be  inoperative  as 
enue  duties.  The  problem,  therefore, 
.*h  may  ultimately  have  to  be  solved 
vhat  kind  of  duties  the  Government 
impose  which  will  be  paid  into 
r  own  Treasury,  and  recovered  from 
purchasers  of  the  goods.  Now, 
Lord's,  in  these  figures  which  the 
e  Marquess  has  quoted,  and  which  I 
have  read  with  the  greatest  interest 
^iven  at  the  annual  meeting  qf  the 
ibay  Millowners^  Association,  there  is 
very  important  feature,  that,  whereas 
879,  no  yarns  above  30's  were  manu- 
ured  in  India,  yarns  above  30^s  are 
manufactured  if  only  to  a  limited 
>nt.  It  is  quite  true  that  these  form 
'  a  small  part  of  the  yarns  mauufac- 
d  in  India,  but  it  is  obvious  that  the 
oent  you  introduce  a  duty,  the  manu- 
ure  of  yarns  above  30*s  would  in- 
se.  A  well-known  authority  on 
le  matters — ^Mr.  O'Conor — has  gone 
far  as  to  say  that  it  would  be 
»sary  to  exempt  all  yarns  and  all 
e-goods  under  60's,  leaving  only  a 
r  small  quantity  on  which  the  duty 
d  be  raised.  You  will,  therefore, 
practical  Revenue  purposes,  have 
contemplate  the  prospect  of  coun- 
ailing  duties — ^a  matter  which  is 
r  complex,  and  which  will  require  very 
ure  examination.  This  it  will  re- 
e  at  the  hands  of  the  Government. 
»  present  position  is  stated  as  follows, 
the  words  of  the  Viceroy  to  his 
mcil : — 

I  am  able  to  state  that  if,  after  an  interval 
cient  to  jmlge  of  the  position  as  affected  by 
Tariff  Act,  the  course  of  exchange,  and 
r  ctrcumstances,  there  is  no  improvement, 
Majesty's  Government  will  be  prepared  to 
Lve  a  farther  representation  on  the  subject." 

kt  representation  has  not  yet  been  re- 
ed, because   the   latest  accounts  of 


the  fioancial  position  in  India  are  not 
alarming.  The  balances,  which  stood 
last  year  at  this  time  at  lo  crores  stand 
now  at  26  crores,  and  the  present  situa- 
tion, indeed,  is  po  little  alarming  that  it 
has  been  found  possible  to  invite  tenders 
for  the  reduction  of  the  interest  on 
part  of  the  debt.  No  blame  can,  there- 
fore, be  imputed  to  the  Government 
of  India  for  not  having  urged  on  the 
Home  Government  the  necessity  of  im- 
mediate action  on  this  subject.  I 
claim  for  the  Government  of  India 
absolute  fre^dom  to  act  in  this 
matter  as  they  may  think  opportune  ;  but 
I  also  claim  for  ourselves  entire  free* 
dom  to  consider  any  proposals  when  they 
are  submitted  to  us',  as  it  would  be  highly 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  India  in  any 
way  to  bind  the  hands  either  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  or  of  tha  Government 
at  home  by  any  premature  declaration 
on  this  occasion.  But  before  I  sit 
down  I  wish  to  give  the  noble  Mar- 
quess this  assurance  :  that  Her  Majesty^s 
Government  are  well  aware  that  the 
finances  of  India  require  close  watch- 
ing, and  that  the  interests  of  India 
ought  not  to  be,  and  should  not  be,  sacrificed 
to  any  extraneous  consideration.  The 
House  may  feel  satisfied  that  the  Go- 
vernment do  not  consider  this  to  be  in 
any  sense  a  Party  question,  but  that  they 
will  have  regard  to  the  interests  of 
India,  and  to  those  interests  alone,  in 
any  future  action  which  may  be  taken 
in  connection  with  this  most  important 
subject,  relying  upon  the  support  which 
your  Lordships  have  always  given  to 
measures  calculated  to  benefit  Her 
Majesty *s  subjects  in  India. 

•Lord  ROBERTS  of  KANDAHAR 
said,  the  noble  Marquess,  whose  five 
years*  recent  experience  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  of  India  enabled  him  to 
speak  on  the  question  before  the  House 
with  an  authority  which  no  one  else 
could  claim,  had  so  fully  explaineii  the 
object  of  the  Motion  brought  forward  for 
consideration  that  he  would  not  venture 
to  take  up  their  Lordships'  time  with 
any  words  of  hii9,  did  he  not  feel  that  he 
was  bound  by  all  he  owed  to  India,  and 
by  his  regard  for,  and  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with,  its  people,  to  tell  what  they 
thought  of  the  question.  He  would, 
therefore,  offer  no  apology  for  asking  the 
House  to  listen  to  him  for  a  few  moments. 
The  people  of   India  thought  that,  by 
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prohibiting  the  extension  of  the  Import 
Duties,  levied  under  the  Tariff  Act  of 
1894,  to  cotton  goods,  the  intereiits  of 
their  country  were  being  sacrificed  to  the 
interests  of  this  country.  This  was  a  feeling 
which  ought  not,  which  he  thought  must 
not,  be  allowed  to  continue.  While,  as 
a  soldier,  he  believed  that  the  prosperity 
of  India  depended  on  the  maintenance 
of  our  naval  and  military  supremacy  ;  as 
an  Englishman,  who  had  lived  for  more 
than  40  years  in  that  country,  he  knew 
that  it  depended  to  even  a  greater  extent 
upon  the  contentment  of  the  population, 
and  their  belief  in  the  advantages  of 
British  rule.  The  extraordinary  position 
we  occupied  in  India  was  mainly  due  to 
the  natives*  firm  reliance  on  our  integrity 
and  honesty  of  purpose,  and  on  our 
determination  to  do  what  was  right  and 
best  for  them.  If  this  feeling  were  once 
destroyed,  the  consequences  would  be 
disastrous.  It  was,  indeed,  this  implicit 
trust  in  the  uprightness  of  the  British 
character  which  enabled  a  single  English 
magistrate  to  keep  peace  and  order  in  a 
district  far  larger  than  the  largest  county 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  amongst  divers 
races,  differing  in  religion,  and  often 
bitterly  hostile  to  each  other — a  unique 
kind  of  influence  which,  he  ventured  to 
think,  was  unknown  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world,  of  which  this  nation  might 
justly  be  proud,  and  without  which  we 
could  not  continue  to  hold  India.  The 
noble  MarquQss  had  shown  how  difficult 
it  would  be  to  make  any  material  military 
retrenchment ;  but  he  would  remind  their 
Lordships  that  the  Army  in  India  was 
out  of  all  proportion  small  to  the  extent 
of  frontier,  more  than  5,000  miles  of 
which  it  had  to  guard  ;  the  enormous 
area,  upwards  of  100,000,000  of  square 
miles,  over  which  it  was  scattered  ;  and 
the  population,  numbering  nearly 
300,000,000,  it  was  supposed  to  control. 
If,  when  the  hour  of  trial  came,  we  had 
only  our  few  troops,  our  guns,  and  our 
forts  to  rely  upon  ;  if  we  had  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  people ;  and  if  our 
feudatories  were  not  loyal  to  us,  it  would 
go  hard  with  us.  The  faith  of  the 
natives  of  India  in  our  fair  deal- 
ing must  never  be  sBaken.  To 
show  how  strong  that  faith  s^ll  was,  he 
would  read  an  extract  from  abetter  he 
received  a  short  time  ago  from \  noble- 
man in  Calcutta,  the  Maharajab  Sir 
Jotendro    Mohun   Tagore,    than   \hom 

Lord  Roberts  of  Kandahar 


there  was  no  more  loyal  subject  or  en 
lightened  gentleman  in  Her  Majesty*i 
dominions.  In  referring  to  a  remarl 
made  by  himself  in  a  letter  to  which  thii 
was  a  reply,  the  Maharajah  says — 

''  Yon  tell  me  there  is  every  dedre  in  Englanc 
to  deal  fairly  by  India  as  regards  the  cottoi 
duties  matter,  and  I  may  say  that  it  is  precisel: 
because  we  are  so  sure  of  En{;land*8  fair  dealinj 
that  we  appeal  to  her  whenever  there  is  an^ 
matter  for  complaint,  if  we  had  no  faith  ii 
England  and  Englishmen  all  agitation  woul( 
have  ceased  and  there  would  have  been  a  death 
like  calmness  —  not  perhaps  a  very  desirabh 
thing  in  the  political  world  of  India." 

Viscount  CROSS  :  My  Lords,  ] 
should  like  to  say  one  or  two  words  ii 
this  matter — they  shall  be  very  few.  ] 
cannot  help  knowing  what  a  deep  feeling 
there  is  all  over  India  in  regard  to  thii 
question.  I  must  press  upon  your  Lord< 
ships  the  importance  of  one  point  alludec 
to  by  the  noble  Marquess,  and  that  is  th< 
change  which  has  been  brought  about  ii 
the  position  of  the  people  of  India  by  th< 
reconstitution  of  the  Indian  Councils,  b^ 
means  of  which  the  feeling  of  the  peoph 
of  India  will  be  made  much  more  knowi 
both  here  and  in  India  than  hitherto  hai 
been  the  case.  Members  of  the  Councili 
will  now  be  appointed  from  among  th^ 
people  themselves,  and  Parliament  mus^ 
not  forget  that  the  power  given  to  thos4 
Councils  will  probably  become  very  great 
I  do  not  think  the  noble  Marquess  hai 
in  the  least  exaggerated  the  difficultiei 
of  the  Finance  Minister  in  India,  wh< 
cannot  tell  whether  he  is  to  budget  fo 
a  deficiency  or  not.  No  one  can  possibl; 
exaggerate  the  lamentable  and  damagin( 
fact  that  all  the  public  works  in  Indii 
are  practically  stopped.  I  think  th 
noble  Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stat 
said  that  during  the  last  12  months  2< 
miles  of  railway  were  all  that  had  beei 
completed. 

Lord  REAY  :  I  said  sanctioned  ii 
addition 

Viscount  CROSS :  I  mean  that  onl; 
27  miles  had  been  added.  I  have  had  i 
good  deal  to  do  with  the  increase  of  th 
railways  in  India,  and  I  believe  that  n< 
greater  benefit  can  be  conferred  on  th< 
country  than  by  a  vast  increase  in  th 
mileage  qf  Indian  railways.  Where ve 
a  railway  is  opened  civilisation  and  pro 
sperity  follows.  If  27  miles  is  the  onl; 
ad(^tion  that  has  been  made  in  the  cours 
o£  12  months  to  the  existing  railways 
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:  it  is  one  of  thfi  most  lameDtable 
that  could  be  laid  before  us. 
>BD  BEAY:  I  have  stated  the 
;ioned  mileage  in  coDtemplation, 
h  is  1,922  miles;  27  miles  merely 
sents  the  additional  net  mileage 
ioned. 

3C0UNT  CROSS:  I  have  not 
smallest  doubt  that  there  are 
'   railways    in    contemplation ;   but 

cannot  be  carried  out.  In  the 
nt  financial  condition  of  India  it  is 
Bsible  that  can  be  done.  I  en* 
>ured  when  I  was  at  the  India 
e  to  multiply  the  number  of  miles 
were    made ;   I  believe  we  made 

at  one  time  at  the  rate  of  1,000 

a  year.  But  that  ia  practically 
»ed.  You  might  go  on  making 
ays  at  the  rate  of  1,000  miles  a 
with  the  greatest  possible  benefit  to 
people  of  India,  and  yet  it  appears 
only  27  miles  have  this  year  been 
I.  This  is  one  of  the  greatest 
lities  that  could  happen.  But  it  is 
)nly  the  railways.  The  irrigation 
s  also  are   being  stopped.     If  one 

is  wanted  more  than  another  in 
,  it  is  irrigation,  because  if  works 
that  purpose  were  carried  out 
would  turn  what  is  practically 
t  into  fruitful  and  fertile  places, 
e   the   inhabitants   of  the   country 

live  and  prosper.  It  is  not  simply 
estion  for  the  future;  it  is  of  the 
»st  importance  in  the  present. 
Q,  it  is  not  only  the  railways  and 
ttion  works  that  are  stopped^  but 
s  which  are  absolutely  necessary  for 
ealth  of  the  Army  from  one  end  of 
x>untry  to  the  other.  All  those 
9  are  stopped  on  account  of  the 
of  funds.  The  noble  Lord  opposite 
I  Reay)  said  that  this  is  only  a 
Drary  matter.  I  wish  we  knew 
it  was  really  so,  and  that  we  had 
>  the  bottom  of  the  hill ;  but  I  am 
the  noble  Lord  knows  no  better 
I  do  whether  we  have  or  not,  and 
s  a  case  which  is  really  deserving 
B  most  serious  attention  of  the  Go* 
sent.  I  am  disappointed  in  looking 
gh  the  Blue  Book  to  find  no  corre- 
lence  published  between  the  Indian 
mment  and  the  Government  at 
.    The  noble  Marquess  wanted  to 

the  reasons  why  the  Government 
this  course,  and  one  would  natur-* 
ook  for  a  reply  in  that  correspond* 


ence.  What  is  the  use  of  giving  us  a 
number  of  Blue  Books  when  the  one 
thing  we  want  is  not  contained  in  them  ? 
The  one  thing  the  noble  Marquess  asks 
for  is  not  to  be  found.  The  noble  Lord 
who  has  just  spoken  on  behalf  of  the 
India  Office  has  given  no  answer  to  that 
question.  Probably  the  noble  Earl  oppo- 
site (LordKimberley)  willanswer  it  before 
this  Debate  concludes.  All  I  desire  to 
add  is,  and  I  have  always  said  so  with 
regard  to  the  affairs  of  India — this  is  no 
Party  question  whatever.  I  hope  it  will 
be  a  long  time  before  that  should  prove 
to  be  the  case,  and  it  has  been  greatly  to 
the  advantage .  of  India  that  it  has  not 
been  the  case  hitherto.  I  must  say, 
in  conclusion,  this  is  a  matter  which  must 
be  decided  by  the  Government  of  the 
day.  It  is  for  them  to  say  whether  the 
course  which  has  hitherto  been  adopted 
should  be  persisted  in  or  not.  They 
have  the  information  which  we  could  not 
get  for  the  purpose  of  judging  what  is 
right  and  what  is  wrong.  I  observe  that 
in  the  Debates  in  the  Indian  Council  one 
member,  who  is  also  a  millowner,  said  he 
would  be  very  glad  if  the  Import  Duties 
were  re-enacted — that  there  should  be 
an  Excise  Duty  imposed  on  cotton  manu- 
factured in  India,  though  he  points  out 
how  difficult  it  would  be  to  collect,  espe- 
cially if  you  went  beyond  the  cotton 
manufactures.  It  is,  however,  some- 
thing for  a  miUowner  himself  to  say  that 
if  you  do  re-impose  these  Cotton  Duties 
you  should  also  be  at  liberty  to  impose 
an  Excise  Duty  upon  the  manufacture  of 
goods  in  India  itself.  All  these  are 
matters  for  the  Government  to  consider. 
Do  they  believe  that  without  the  reim- 
position  of  these'  duties  the  Indian 
finances  can  be  properly  balanced  ?  If 
they  do,  there  is  an  end  of  the  question  ; 
if  not,  are  the  duties  not  to  be  imposed 
simply  on  account  of  some  fad  about 
Free  Trade  which  ought  not  to  enter  into 
the  discussion  of  any  question  between 
great  countries  like  England  and  India  ? 
At  the  same  time,  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons  still  stands,  and 
is  no  doubt  not  lightly  to  be  upset. 
It  iBj  as  I  said  before,  a  question 
for  the  Government  of  the  day. 
I  am  sure  if  they  saw  their  way 
to  balance  the  finances  of  India  without 
re-imposing  these  duties  they  would  be 
happy  to  do  so  ;  but  if  they  cannot  find 
any  other  way  of  doing  it,  what  is  to  be 
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done  ?  It  is  entirely  for  them.  If  they 
can  avoid  doing  this,  well  and  good  ;  but 
if  they  cannot  balance  the  finances  of 
India  without  re-imposing  this  particular 
tax,  of  course  they  will,  at  the  proper 
time,  reconsider  the  question^  and  pro- 
bably re-impose  it. 

•The  secretary  or  STATE  fok 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Earl  of 
Kimberley)  :  Before  I  make  any  other 
remark,  I  must  thank  the  noble  Marquess 
for  the  fair,  temperate,  and  admirably 
clear  manner  in  which  he  has  brought 
this  subject  before  the  House,  In  re- 
gard to  what  the  noble  Viscount  has  just 
said  as  to  the  number  of  miles  of  railway 
my  noble  Friend  has  been  somewhat  mis- 
understood. What  he  stated  was  that 
during  the  year  1893-4  sanction  was 
given  to  the  construction  of  additional 
mileage  to  the  extent  of  154  miles,  and 
that  the  sanctioned  mileage  in  March, 
1 894,  exceeded  the  sanctioned  mileage  on 
the  dlst  of  March,  1893,  by  only  27 
miles.  That,  of  course,  is  a  very  different 
statement.  I  may  also  add,  as  illustrating 
the  exact  position,  that  the  total  out- 
lay on  the  construction  of  railways,  in- 
cluding protective  railways,  was,  on  the 
whole,  only  reduced  from  Rx.4,027,000  in 
1893-4  to  Rx.3, 450,000  in  the  present 
financial  year.  My  Lords,  though 
making  that  correction,  I  am  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  disposed  to  question  what 
the  noble  Viscount  said  with  regard  to 
the  lamentable  results  of  the  great  dimi- 
nution which  has  occurred  in  Indian 
available  revenues  owing  to  the  fall  in 
the  exchange.  That  fact  has  caused  the 
whole  of  the  embarrassment  we  have  now 
to  consider.  It  cannot  be  questioned  for 
a  moment  that  large  reductions  in  ex- 
penditure suddenly  iQade  bring  with  them 
considerable  inconvenience  by  the  dislo- 
cation of  works,  and  so  forth,  and  I 
thoroughly  share  the  noble  Viscount's 
opinion,  that  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted 
that,  even  if  there  be  no  considerable  re- 
duction in  the  expenditure  on  railways, 
at  all  events  the  progressive  increase  in 
that  expenditure  which  we  desire  to  see 
is  stopped,  and  I  agree  with  the  noble 
Viscount  that  it  may  be  stopped  possibly 
for  some  considerable  time.  The  noble 
Marquess  made  one  remark  with  which 
I  cannot  entirely  agree.  He  spoke  of 
the  suspension  of  the  Famine  Fund  as  a 
reversal  of  the  famine  policy.  It  cannot 
be  termed  a  reversal  of  the  famine  policy. 

Viicouni  Crosi 


It  has  on  previous  occasions  been  foun< 
necessary,  and,  I  think,  during  the  tim< 
the  noble  Viscount  was  in  Office,  owin^ 
to  temporary  financial  difficnlties,  to  sns 
pend  the  famine  grant,  and  I  wish  t< 
point  out  to  the  House  that  it  is  by  n< 
means  so  serious  a  step  now  as  i 
would  have  been  a  few  years  ago 
When  the  grant  was  instituted  you  ha( 
first  to  provide  a  fund  to  meet  th< 
possible  occurrence  of  the  same  grea 
famine,  and,  secondly,  you  desired  to  con 
struct  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  railways 
which  were  called  famine  railways,  whicl 
would  enable  you  to  convey  supplies  mU 
territories  affected  by  famine,  and  so  pre 
vent  the  lamentable  results  which  migh 
otherwise  ensue.  The  result  of  tba 
policy,  which  has  been  going  on  eve 
since  the  institution  of  the  famine  grant 
is  that  you  have  constructed  most  of  th( 
railways  which  were  regarded  by  th( 
Famine  Commission  as  urgently  neces 
sary — I  believe  not  very  far  from  thi 
whole  of  them.  The  construction  o 
these  railways  has  diminished  th( 
necessity  for  laying  by  the  fund  for  thii 
reason  ;  that  there  is  every  reason  to  hop 
that  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  a  famine 
with  such  results  as  former  famines  ha< 
to  occur,  because  by  timely  measures  an< 
by  all  the  advantages  of  better  communi 
cation  you  would  be  able  to  prevent  sucl 
disastrous  results  to  a  very  considerabl 
extent  as  you  had  formerly  to  meet.  Fo 
that  reason  the  famine  grant  has  beei 
one  which  may  be  taken  advantage  of  b; 
the  Government  of  India  upon  emer 
gency;  and  upon  the  present  emergency  i 
is  perfectly  justifiable,  in  my  opinion,  t 
make  that  suspension.  It  must  not  b 
supposed  that  the  mere  reimposition  o 
the  Cotton  Duties  would  given  you  aj 
the  relief  you  want,  supposing  it  wer 
done.  The  condition  of  the  finances  o 
India  is  so  uncertain,  the  future  is  so  ob 
scure,  and  the  difficulty  of  making  an 
trustworthy  forecast  is  so  great  that  yo 
cannot  by  any  means  be  certain  that  yo 
will  meet  the  difficulty  by  any  on 
particular  expedient,  and,  in  any  event, 
think  it  would  be  sanguine  to  suppos 
that  you  must  not  look  forward  to  a  perio 
— possibly  for  some  time — when  yonwi 
not  be  able  to  make  such  expenditure 
upon  public  works  as  were  fortunatel 
quite  possible  during  a  portion  of  the  tim 
when  the  noble  Marquess  was  Viceroy  < 
India,  and  when  he  had  the  good  fortuc 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  l(^ 


Indian  CoUon 


{20  July  1894} 


Duties. 


518 


%ye  an  overflowiDg  Exchequer, 
ag  made  these  few  general  remarks, 
I  now  come  to  what  is  the  real  and 
immediate  matter  for  UB  to  consider 
nelj,  this  question  'of  the  re-imposi- 
>f  the  Cotton  Duties  and  the  reasons 
Her  Majesty^s  Government  <lid  not 

the  Budget  of  the  present  year 
framed,    give     their     consent     to 

re-imposition.  It  is  necessary 
derstand  the  precise  history  of  this 
ion.  The  first  important  document 
I  despatch  from  the  noble  Marquess 
lite  (Lord  Salisbury),  dated  July  lt5, 

in  which  the  noble  Marquess  drew 
iion  to  the  effect  of  the  duty  on  the 
3r  class  of  cotton  goods  and  the 
sity  of  removing  a  subject  of 
irons  contention  as  soon  as  the  state 
I  finances  would  permit.  That  is  a 
summary  of  the  despatch.  Again, 
)espatch  on  the  11th  of  November, 

the  noble  Marquess  referred  to  the 
rt  Duty  in  these  words — 

apeding  the  importation  of  aa  article  of 
icessity,  and  as  teading  to  operate  as  a  pro- 
:  duty  in  favour  of  a  native  Tnanufacture. 
lus  inconsistent  with  the  policy  which 
nent,  after  very  mature  deliberation,  has 
medf  and  which,  on  that  account,  it  is  not 
3  Hei  Majesty^s  Government  to  allow  to 
aside,  without  special  cause,  in  any  part 
Bmpire  under  its  direct  control." 

seems  to  me  to  be  a  perfectly  fair 
lent  of   the  policy  in    the  matter. 

not  pursue  all  that  was  done  before 
lotton  Duties  were  ultimately  re- 
ly because  I  do  not  think  that  is 
»ary  for  understanding  the  matter 
low  stands.  The  noble  Marquess 
ed  to  the  Resolutions  of  the 
)  of  Commons.      The  second  Reso- 

was  certainly  most  unqualified  in 
TOs.  The  noble  Viscount  spoke  of 
B  fad  about  Free  Trade  :  but  a  Reso- 
of  this  kind  by  the  House  of  Com- 
declaring  that  the  duties  operate  as 
itive  duties,  and  the  Despatch  from 
^retary  of  State  at  that  time,  then 
oble  Marquess  opposite  giving  his 
n  to  the  same  effect  shows  that  in 
anion  at  least  of  very  high  autho- 
this  was  not  a  mere  fad  of  Free 
I,  but  involved  questions  of  prin- 
»f  a  very  serious  kind.  That  then 
le   position  of  the  question,  and  I 

farther  wish  the    House  to  re- 

er,  what  is  often  not  sufficiently 

in     mind     in      these      discus- 

that    the    objections    entertained 


in  India  to  the  removal  of  the  duty  upon 
cotton  goods  have  always  been  enter- 
tained, and  very  strongly  pressed  ever 
since  the  Cotton  Duties  were  repealed. 
The  noble  Marquess  alluded  to  the  answer 
I  gave  to  the  deputation  from  the  Lan- 
cashire manufacturers,  in  which  I  re- 
minded them  that  there  had  never  been 
a  moment,  I  believe,  in  India  since  the 
time  when  the  Cotton  Duties  were  re- 
pealed when  there  had  not  been  more  or 
less  of  an  agitation,  or,  at  all  events, 
a  continued  very  strong  expression 
of  opinion  that  an  injustice  had  been 
done  to  India  by  the  repeal  of  the 
Cotton  Duties.  I  say  it  is  extremely  im- 
portant to  bear  that  in  mind  because  you 
must  not  suppose  that  this  agitation  and 
strong  feeling  is  merely  the  result  of  what 
has  been  done,  or  what  has  not  been  done, 
during  the  present  year.  The  fact  is,  that 
as  there  had  existed  in  India  for  years 
past  an  extremely  strong  feeling  against 
the  repeal  of  the  duties  upon  cotton 
manufactures,  a  strong  feeling  not  con- 
fined to  the  natives,  but  also  very  largely 
expressed  by  the  Anglo-Indian  com- 
munity, the  occasion  which  presented 
itself  for  pressing  the  matter  still  more 
strongly  home  owing  to  the  difficulties  in 
which  the  Government  of  India  is  placed 
by  the  deficit  in  its  finances  was  naturally 
seized  upon  by  all  those  who  desire  the 
re-imposition  of  the  Cotton  Duties,  not 
merely  because  it  might  be  necessary  to 
meet  the  present  emergency,  but  be- 
cause they  have  invariably  and  con- 
tinually insisted,  in  opposition  to  the 
policy  of  Parliament  which  has  been 
adopted  by  both  Parties  in  this  country, 
that  the  duty  upon  cotton  goods  ought 
never  to  have  been  repealed.  I  do  not  by 
any  means  wish  either  to  neglect  or 
under-estimate  the  importance  of  that 
feeling.  I  think  it  is  a  very  grave  feature 
indeed  in  the  consideration  of  the  whole 
of  this  question.  The  only  remark  I 
would  make  upon  it  is  this  :  That  I  do 
not  believe  that  it  is  sound  policy  to  con- 
sider these  questions  simply  with  re- 
ference to  each  member  of  the  Empire 
without  any  consideration  for  the  other 
members  of  it,  and  above  all,  strong  as  is 
my  feeling  in  regard  to  allowing  the 
Colonies  the  independence  they  enjoy,  and 
fully  as  I  share  the  opinions  expressed 
to-night  that  you  ought  to  have,  in  every 
respect,  full  regard  for  the  interests  of 
India,  on  the  other  hand,  I  say  that  we 
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have  a  right,  as  the  head  of  a  great 
Empire,  to  see  that  the  interests  of  this 
eouDtrjare  also  fully  considered  and  that 
they  are  not  neglected.  The  real 
difRcnItj  we  have  to  confront  is  how  to 
conciliate  all  these  interests,  and  an 
extremely  difficult  task  it  always  must 
be.  I  come  now  to  the  actual  position 
of  affairs  when  I  had  the  honour  of  hold- 
ing the  Seals  as  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  and  we  had  to  deal  with  this 
difficult  question.  The  matter  presented 
itself  to  us  practically  in  this  form.  I 
may  say,  without  wearisome  details,  that 
the  Estimates  were  put  before  us, 
and  what  appeared  the  best  estimate 
that  could  be  formed  showed  that  in  round 
numbers — and  it  is  almost  the  exact 
figure — the  deficit  which  would  remain  if 
the  Import  Duties,  as  they  have  been  laid 
on,  were  imposed,  without  imposing 
duties  upon  cotton  manufactures,  would 
be  Rx.30(),000.  We  had  then  to  con- 
sider whether  it  was  desirable  we  should 
Bt  once,  then  and  there,  consent  to 
the  re-imposition  of  these  Cotton  Duties, 
after  the  deliberate  opinion  of  Parliament 
and  the  deliberate  manner  in  which  the 
policy  of  not  imposing  such  duties  had 
been  accepted  in  this  country  before  we 
had  further  experience  of  the  condition 
of  the  finances  of  India,  and,  above  all, 
before  we  knew  what  would  be  the  result 
of  our  measures  with  regard  to  currency. 
I  am  not  going  to  deal  with  that  most 
abstruse  question  of  currency,  but  every- 
one who  has  paid  the  slightest  attention 
to  it,  more  especially  since  the  measure 
we  adopted,  must  see  how  extraordinarily 
obscure  is  the  whole  matter,,  and  how 
excessively  difficult  it  is  to  form  an 
estimate  of  its  result.  It  seemed  to  us 
that  to  reverse  under  these  circumstances 
the  policy  which  had  been  adopted  with 
regard  to  these  Cotton  Duties,  without 
having  further  experience  of  what  was 
likely  to  be — not  merely  for  the  moment, 
but  was  likely  to  be  for  some  time  the 
financial  position  of  India — would  be  to 
pursue  a  most  precipitate  and  unwise 
course.  We  thought,  in  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  although  I  admit  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  the  matter,  that  on 
the  whole  it  was  better  to  accept  a  deficit 
of  Rx.300,000,  as  estimated,  and  to  wait 
until  we  had  further  experience  of  the 
effect  of  the  currency  measure  and  the 
general  financial  condition  of  India  before 
pledging  ourselves  to  any  further  step^ 

The  Earl  of  Kimherley 


That  is  the  statement — and  there  is 
nothing  to  add  to  it — of  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  Cabinet  came  to  that  conclu- 
sion. Now,  my  Lords,  I  am  aware  I 
may  be  very  fairly  told  that  in  announcing 
that  decision  of  the  Government  of  India 
I  had  to  do  so  contrary  to  the  expressed 
opinion  of  the  whole  of  my  Council,  or 
of  those  who  were  present.  I  think 
there  were  11  present.  That,  again, 
was  a  step  which,  I  must  say,  I  had  to 
take  with  extreme  regret.  I  always  had 
felt  the  greatest  advantage  from  the 
advice  I  received  from  my  Council,  with 
whom,  I  am  happy  to  say,  although  we 
differed,  I  was  always  on  most  har- 
monious terms.  But  in  this  particular 
matter,  where  the  interests  of  this  country 
as  well  as  those  of  India  were  involved, 
and  where  we  had  to  deal  with  a  Reso- 
lution passed  by  Parliament,  it  was  quite 
evident  that  it  must  be  decided  upon  the 
res|M>nsibility  of  the  Cabinet  itself.  At 
the  same  time,  I  admit  that  my  Council 
were  perfectly  justified  in  placing  before 
me  in  plain  terms  their  opinion  from  an 
Indian  point  of  view,  and  I  do  not  think 
they  were  called  upon  or  that  I  could  re- 
quire them  to  take  a  view  of  a  larger 
kind,  and  they  were — if  I  may  venture  to 
say  so  of  men  of  so  much  ability — from 
the  very  nature  of  the  case,  not  so  well 
qualified  to  offer  me  a  really  autho- 
ritative opinion  as  to  the  considerable 
part  of  the  question  which  was  not  merely 
Indian.  There  was  another  point  which 
weighed  very  much  with  me.  I  may 
i\ave  over-estimated,  but  I  do  not  think 
I  did,  the  opposition  which  would  be 
met  with  in  this  country.  The  noble 
Marquess  alluded  to  the  deputation 
which  waited  upon  me.  He  said  that 
that  deputation  received  my  announce- 
ment with  loud  cheering.  It  was  a  de- 
putation, I  believe,  of  the  most  infiuen- 
tial  kind  that  Lancashire  could  send  up, 
and  they  did  receive  it  with  loud  cheer- 
ing. But  there  was  something  noore. 
They  tokl  me  in  explicit  terms — and, 
although  I  am  not  a  Lancashire  man,  like 
the  noble  Viscount,  I  have  always  believed 
that  the  words  of  Lancashire  men  mean! 
deeds-^they  told  me  that,  without  dis- 
tinction of  Party,  there  was  not  a  m|ir 
among  them,  or,  they  believed,  in  Lan- 
cashire, who.  was  interested  in  thesi 
manufactures  who  would  not  use  everj 
possible  means  at  his  disposal  to  agitata 
against  and  destroy  any  such  measure  ot 
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»  part  of  the  GrOTeniment.  It  wa§  not 
irelj  the  effeet  that  might  have  upon 

9  Government  of  the  day,  but  we  had 
consider  what  was  of  much  more  con- 
luenoe,  the  effect  it  might  have  on  the 
ations  between  this  country  and  India, 
seemed  to  me  that  if  there  could  be  one 
ing  which  would  be  more  disastrous  than 
other,  it  would  be  that  the  Government 
this  country  should  have  announced  that 
Bse  Cotton  Duties  might  be  reim  posed, 
d  that  then  there  should  be  violent 
itation  which  might  lead  to  some  reso- 
bion  of  Parliament  or  expression  of 
in  ion  contrary  to  that  decision  which  I 
ink  would  have  embittered  opioion  in 
dia  far  more  than  the  course  we  took, 
e  can  defend  the  course  we  took  upon 
e  solid  ground  that  it  would  have  been 
wise  to  take  any  premature  step.     But 

we  had  once  committed  ourselves 
d  there  had  been  a  reversal  of  our 
iicy  in  consequence  of  agitation 
ainst  it,  then  I  think  there  would 
ve  been  far  more  harm  to  our  relations 
ith  India  than  by  the  course  we  adopted. 

10  not  believe  there  was  anything  we 
nld  have  done  which  was  not  open  on 
e  side  or  the  other  to  grave  objections, 
e  took  the  course,  after  very  careful 
d  full  deliberation,  which  we  thought 

be  best,  and  I  also  authorised  the 
iceroy  to  make  the  statement  to  his 
>uncil  in  those  words  which  the  noble 
arquess  has  read  as  to  die  attitude  of 
nr  Majesty^s  Government  in  regard  to 
5  future  : — 

^  I  am,  therefore,  able  to  state  that  if,  after 
interval  sufficient  to  judge  of  the  position  as 
ected  by  the  Act,  the  course  of  exchange, 
d  other  drcumstances,  there  is  no  improve- 
inty  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  would  be  pre- 
red  to  receive  a  further  representation  on  the 
jject." 

lat  is  how  the  matter  stands.  It  rests 
th  the  Government  of  India,  if  they 
ink  it  necessary,  to  make  a  repre- 
Dtation  to  Her  Majesty^s  Government 
the  time  and  in  the  manner  they 
ink  best.    The  responsibility  will  then 

11  on  the  Government  here  to  decide 
on  the  course  which  they  may  take, 
t,  as  regards  any  indication  of  what 
ly  be  the  policy  of  the  Government,  I 
tirely  agree  with  my  noble  Friend 
hind  me  that  the  very  nature  of  the 
se  precludes  us  from  making  any  an- 
uncement.  I  will  tell  you  why.  Suppose 
^ere  to  say  the  Government  had  con- 
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sidered  the  matter^  and  that  if  they  should 
receive  a  representation  they  will  be  pre- 
pared to  consent  to  this  or  that  measure 
which  may  impose  a  duty,  your  Lord- 
ships will  see  at  once  what  might 
be  the  result.  It  is  obvious  that 
whenever  a  duty  is  likely  to  be  im- 
posed the  natural  course  is  for  the 
importers  to  take  advantage  of  any  in- 
terval which  may  exist  to  pour  into .  the 
country  where  the  duty  is  to  be  imposed 
as  much  of  their  manufactures  as  they 
can  send  over  before  the  duty  comes 
into  effect,  therefore  it  is  quite  clear 
that  at  the  present  time  it  would  be 
highly  improper  that  I  or  my  noble 
Friend  should  give  any  indication  beyond 
that  I  have  already  given — namely,  that  if 
the  Government  were  to  receive  any  re- 
sentation  from  India  upon  the  subject,  it 
would  be  fully  and  carefully  considered 
here.  My  Lords,  I  am  not  at  the 
present  time  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  precise  condition  of  the  finances  in 
India  as  to  be  able  to  give  your  Lord- 
ships any  very  accurate  details,  but  I  be- 
lieve that  although  there  has  been  a 
greater  fall  in  the  exchange  even 
than  was  anticipated,  still  there  has 
been  such  an  improvement  in  some 
branches  of  the  Revenue  as  practi- 
cally leaves  the  matter  at  present 
much  as  it  was  when  the  Budget 
Estimate  was  made.  What  the  future 
may  bring  forth  it  is  extremely  difficult 
to  say.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  in 
the  position  in  which  India  now  stands  it 
may  be  necessary  to  have  recourse  to 
measures  which  otherwise  we  should  not 
adopt,  and  the  noble  Marquess  opposite,  in 
the  passage  I  read,  indicated  very  clearly 
that  that  was  his  opinion,  when  he  said 
^'  except  for  special  reasons,"  a  reserva- 
tion that  I  think  was  perfectly  right. 
The  only  other  thing  I  will  say  is  this  : 
I  entirely  agree  with  what  my  noble 
Friend  behind  said  in  conclusion,  and 
although  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  our 
duty  not  to  confine  our  view  merely 
to  India  in  the  consideration  of  such 
questions  as  this,  yet  when  an  emergency 
arises  in  India  we  must  have  regard — it  is 
our  duty  to  have  regard — An  the  first 
and  principal  place,  to  the  interests  and 
needs  of  India  itself.  More  than  that  I 
do  not  think,  my  Lords,  I  can  say. 
If  there  is  any  other  explanation  I  can 
give  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  it  in  reply 
to  any  questions.  ^ 
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The  Earl  of  NOBTHBBOOK 
tniBted  in  the  few  remarke  he  was  about 
to  make  he  should  follow  the  excellent 
example  set  to  him  by  his  noble  Friend 
the  noble  Marquess  who  had  lately  re- 
turned from  India,  and  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  that 
they  should  discuss  this  question  with 
the  greatest  calmness  and  delibera- 
tion. At  the  same  time,  he  must 
express  his  entire  concurrence  with 
what  fell  from  the  noble  Viscount  op- 
posite, who  regretted  that  in  a  matter 
of  such  importance  as  this  they  had 
before  them  no  Despatches  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council 
and  no  Despatches  from  the  Government 
of  India.  Lord  Kimberley  had  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  overrule  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  Government  of  India,  of 
every  member,  he  believed,  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  India,  and  of  the  whole 
of  the  Council  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
*— the  Council  established  by  Parliament 
to  advise  tbe  Secretary  of  State  upon 
Indian  matters,  and  who  certainly  ought 
not  to  be  lightly  overruled.  In  circum- 
stances so  grave,  when  a  responsibility 
so  tremendous  had  been  undertaken  by 
one  individual  as  the  mouthpiece  of  the 
Cabinet,  he  thought  it  was  due  to  this 
country  and  to  India  that  the  reasons  of 
the  Government  of  India  in  proposing  to 
impose  this  duty,  tbe  reasons  for  Her 
Majesty *8  Government  declining  to  assent 
to  that  proposal,  and  the  personal  reasons 
of  his  noble  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  overruling  bis  Council  should 
be  deliberately  expressed  and  laid  before 
Parliament,  and  thus  given  to  this 
eountry  and  to  India.  The  great  powers 
which  the  Constitution  undoubtedly  gave 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  ought 
not  to  be  exercised  in  an  important 
matter  of  this  kind  without  publicity, 
and  be  thought  of  all  the  manners  iu 
which  publicity  could  be  given  to  those 
reasons  the  worst  was  probably  that 
which  was  adopted  by  his  noble  Friend 
in  his  answer  to  the  deputation  from 
Lancashire,  who  were,  no  doubt,  inter- 
ested against  the  imposition  of  cotton 
duties.  That  fact  of  itself  had  created 
the  very  worst  feeling  in  India,  and 
would  have  been  avoided  if  there  had 
been  a  deliberate  expression  of  opinion 
in  well-weighed  language  in  public  De- 
spatches. So  far  as  to  the  manner 
in     which      this      measure      had     been 


taken  by  >the  Government,  there  oould 
be  no  reason  why,  as  far  as  he 
understood  it,  the  whole  oontispond- 
ence  should  not  be  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment. The  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
the  other  day,  in  another  place,  was 
asked  whether  there  was  any  proposal 
now  before  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  in  Council  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion. He  answered  that  there  was  no 
proposal.  The  correspondence,  then, 
must  be  final  and  complete.  The  Vice- 
roy, moreover,  in  his  speech  the  othei 
day  in  the  Legislative  Council  of  India, 
said  publicly  that  the  opinion  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  would  be  seen  in  the 
papers  that  would  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment. He  should  like  to  know  where 
those  Papers  were  ?  They,  doubtless, 
were  in  the  correspondence,  but  that  cor- 
respondence appeared  to  be  in  the  archives 
of  the  India  Office.  This,  he  thought, 
became  of  greater  importance  because,  so 
far  as  he  understood  his  noble  Friend^s 
explanation,  he  gave  it  to  be  understood 
in  some  way  or  other  that  the  proposal 
to  impose  these  duties  was  a  revival  of 
the  opposition  that  was  being  made  for 
many  years  for  these  duties  having  been 
taken  off.  If  his  noble  Friend  meant 
that  the  Government  of  India  were  in- 
fluenced by  any  such  considerations  as 
that  in  making  the  proposal,  it  was  surely 
only  fair  that  the  statement  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  themselves  should  be 
presented  to  tbe  world  so  that  they  could 
see  whether  there  was  any  foundation 
for  the  supposition. 

•The  Earl  of  KIMBEBLEY  :  I 
never  intended  for  a  moment  to  convey 
or  suggest  anything  that  could  imply 
that  the  Government  of  India  had  taken 
that  view.  I  said  that  was  the  view 
taken  generally,  but  not  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Earl  of  NOBTHBBOOK  ac- 
cepted  his  noble  Friend's  explanation, 
and,  passing  from  that  particular  topic, 
expressed  very  great  regret  that  his  noble 
Friend  did  not  feel  himself  in  a  position 
to  indicate  more  clearly  what  the  policy 
of  the  Government  really  was.  He  ap- 
peared to  be  ready,  on  tbe  one  hand,  to  as- 
sume the  responsibility  of  overruling  the 
Government  of  India,  whilst  on  the  othei 
hand  he  did  not  seem  to  be  ready  to  give 
the  Government  of  India  any  help  as  to 
what  the  solution  was  to  be  of  this  ques- 
tion.    His  noble  Friend  said  with  some 
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plftuaibilitj  tlmt,  <^  ooarae,  it  was  quite 
impossible  for  him  to  give  anj  iodioation 
of  his  views  in  this  matter,  beeaase  the 
effeet  might  be  to  derange  the  cotton 
trade  and  influence  the  exchanges,  and 
might  have  some  injurious  effect  on  the 
Indian  finances.   His  noble  Friend  might 
be  retieent,  but  other  people  were  not. 
Unfortunately,  the  trade  was  quite  ready 
to  see  which  way  the  wind  was  likely  to 
blow,  and  to  act  in  regard  to  their  own 
interests  upon  their  view.     There  was 
DO    secret    in    India    about  it    as    far 
as  he  understood.     Only  yesterday   he 
^ta  recent  copy  of  The  Bombay  Gazette^ 
which   stated  that    the  fact   that    Mr. 
Westiand,  the  Finance  Minister  of  the 
Viceroy,  was  to  go  to  Poonah  aud  Bom- 
bay next  month  for  the  purpose  of  making 
himself   familiar  with  matters  affecting 
the  cotton  industry  would  be  generally 
taken  to  mean  that  the  re-imposition  of 
the  Cotton  Duties  had  been  decided  upon. 
Then  followed  words  which  would  show 
his  noble  Friend  he  need  not  be  so  appre- 
hensive that  he  would  do  any  harm  by 
giving  his  opinions  to  the  House.     The 
writer  stated  that  the  anticipation  of  some 
such  step  had  undoubtedly  led  to  large 
speculative  imports  of  Lancashire  cottons, 
far  beyond  the  actual  requirements  of  the 
Indian  market,  with  the  result  that  stocks 
were  unsaleable.     This  state  of  things 
would,  no  doubt,  lead  to  a  fall  in  prices 
and  discourage  imports  for  some  time  to 
come.     In  face   of  that   how  could  his 
noUe  Friend  suppose  that  any  statement 
on  his  part  could  do  any  harm  to  tlie 
«otton  trade  in  India  ?    He  thought  some 
Qore   explanation    would    not   do  any 
lutfm,  but  would  tend  to  steady  public 
fceliog.     The  evil  of  all  this  had  been 
iW  great    excitement    had   arisen    in 
^Bdia.    He  did  not  know  whether  the 
Oo^emment    knew,     but    the    people 
>ti   India  did  not  know  what  was  going 
to  happen  in  respect  to  this  matter.     The 
trade  most  be  influenced  by  that,  and  he 
believed  the  sooner  the  Government  of 
India  and  of  this  country  could  make  up 
their  mind  on  this  important  question  the 
better  it  would  be  for  trade,  the  better  it 
would  be  for  the  honour  and  interest  of 
the  English  Government,  and  the  better 
it  wonld  be  for  all  the  parties  concerned, 
both  in  India  and  in  England.     He  was 
^i^  free  to  admit  that  the  remarks  made 
^  Ms  noble  Friend   the   Secretary  of 
State  (or  Foreign  Affairs  as  regarded 


the  disadvantage  to  the  public  interest 
of  so  important  an  interest  as  the  cotton 
manufacture  of  Lancashire  being  in  col- 
lision with  the  whole  of  the  feeling, 
native  and  European,  official  and  non- 
ofiicial  iu  India,  was  a  matter  of  very 
serious  concern.  '  He  greatly  regretted  to 
hetir  what  his  noble  Friend  said,  that  any 
man  in  that  deputation  from  Lancashire 
should  have  said  if  this  duty  were  im- 
posed, for  whatever  reason,  there  would 
not  be  a  man  in  Lancashire  who  would 
not  oppose  that  measure,  because  he  had 
a  better  opinion  of  his  fellow-countrymen 
in  Lancashire  than  to  believe  for  a 
moment  that  if  the  necessity  should 
really  arise,  and  if  it  could  be  proved  that 
the  measures  taken  dealt  fairly  with  the 
Lancashire  manufacturers,  the  feeling 
in  Lancashire  would  be  against  the  re- 
imposition  of  the  Cotton  Duties.  He  wel- 
comed the  words  in  which  the  leader  of 
that  deputation  expressed  himself^- 
namely,  that  all  that  Lancashire  wanted 
was  fair-play  and  no  favour.  He  greatly 
regretted  that  his  noble  Friend  did  not 
think  it  his  duty,  after  full  consideration 
of  this  question  with  the  Government  of 
India,  to  decide  it  before  the  Budget  of 
this  year.  It  appeared  from  the  discus- 
sion in  the  Legislative  Council  that 
much  correspondence  had  taken  place 
upon  the  matter  between  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  Council.  There  could, 
therefore,  have  been  no  reason  why 
the  whole  facts  of  this  case  should  not 
have  been  before  his  noble  Friend,  and 
knowing,  as  he  did,  his  great  industry  and 
ability,  and  the  fairness  of  his  mind,  he 
felt  satisfied  that  having  these  matters 
all  before  him  he  could  have  been  of  the 
greatest  value  to  both  Governments  in 
bringing  about  a  settlement  of  this  ques- 
tion. His  noble  Friend  appeared  to  him 
to  attach  too  much  weight  to  the  Resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament in  1879.  He  thought  his  noble 
Friend  should  have  remembered  that  that 
Resolution  was  passed  no  less  than  15 
years  ago,  and,  as  the  late  Viceroy  said  in 
his  speech,  in  different  circumstances  to 
those  of  the  present  time.  It  was  passed 
after  a  controversy  which  lasted  some 
time,  and  which  ended,  to  his  great 
satisfaction,  in  the  repeal  of  almost  all  the 
Indian  Import  Duties  by  his  distinguished 
relative  Lord  Cromer,  then  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring,    who  was  at  that  time  Finance 
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Minister.  No  one  who  oared  for  Indiii 
or  this  country  could  have  failed  to  rejoiee 
in  getting  rid  of  the  subject  of  dispute 
between  the  two  countries,  and  moreover 
no  one  with  any  knowledge  of  finance  or 
commerce  could  fail  to  rejoice  that  the 
Government  of  India  were  then  in  such 
circumstances  as  that  thej  were  able  to 
remove  almost  all  the  Import  and  £xport 
Duties,  and  give  to  the  world  an  example 
of  almost  perfect  free  trade,  such  as  he 
believed  no  conntry  in  the  world  except 
theirs  could  give.  The  advantage  of  the 
trade  of  India  was  very  great,  and  he 
regretted  that  the  Government  of  India 
had  been  obliged  to  re-impose  those 
duties.  The  reason  he  alluded  to  this 
Customs  Tariff  Reform  in  1882  was 
because  it  had  not  been  alluded  to  by  pre- 
vious speakers  and  it  had  a  great  Ji>earing 
upon  this  question.  The  difference  of 
opinion  among  those  who  had  studied 
the  question  of  Cotton  Duties  before  that 
time  was  whether  the  Government  of 
India  were  right  in  supposing  that  the 
protective  effect  of  the  duty  of  3^  per 
cent,  upon  yaro  and  of  5  per  cent,  upon 
cotton  goods  was  great  or  small.  The 
Government  of  India  thought  that  the 
advantage  that  the  Indian  mannfacturer 
had  in  having  cotton  supplied  at  his 
door,  with  cheap  labour  and  perhaps  some 
other  advantages,  would  enable  him  to 
hold  his  own  as  against  the  Lancashire 
manufacturers  in  respect  of  all  the  coarser 
description  of  cotton  goods.  On  the 
other  hand,  those  who  took  the  view  of 
the  Lancashire  manufacturers  in  those 
days  were  strongly  of  opinion  that  the 
6  per  cent.  Import  Duty  had  a  great  pre- 
judicial effect  on  the  importation  of 
Manchester  manufactures  into  India.  It 
was  impossible  at  the  time  to  prove  whe- 
ther the  Government  of  India  was  right 
or  the  Manchester  manufacturers  were 
right.  But  now  that  they  had  bad  12 
years  of  Free  Trade — of  free  competition, 
he  should  say,  between  the  Indian  manu- 
facturers and  the  Lancashire  manufac- 
turers— they  could  judge  what  the  real 
condition  of  the  trade  was  much  better 
than  they  could  in  the  year  1 879,  and  he 
thought  that  should  have  been  in  the 
mind  of  Lord  Kimberley  when  he  attached 
so  much  weight  to  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  1879.  The  result 
had  been  to  show  that  the  Government 
of  India  was  correct  in  their  supposition 
that  in  reality  the  effect  of  free  competi- 
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tion  was  to  give  the  whole  of  the  trade 
in  low  class  mannfactares  and  low-class 
yam  to  the  Indian  mAnufactores  mainly 
from  Bombay,  and  to  give  to  the  manu- 
facturers of  Lancashire  the  whole  of 
the  trade  in  the  finer  goods  manufactured 
from  the  long  staple  cottons  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  manufactured  by 
processes  of  manufacture,  and  in  circum- 
stances of  climate  with  which  India  could 
not  compete.  That  had  been  the  result 
of  twelve  years  of  free  competitiou  be- 
tween Lancashire  and  Bombay  in  respect 
to  the  cotton  manufacture.  He  thought 
his  noble  Friend  should  have  borne  in 
mind  that  obvious  circumstance  to  any 
one  who  had  paid  any  attention  to  the 
manufactures  of  the- two  countries,  and 
that  he  would  see  that  the  contention  of 
the  Government  of  India,  as  expressed 
by  the  Finance  Minister,  Mr.  Westland, 
was  the  contention  alluded  to  by  the  late 
Viceroy — namely,  that  although  the  duty 
now  imposed  might  to  a  certain  small  ex- 
tent be  protective,  it  would  make  no 
serious  difference  iu  the  amount  of  the 
trade  of  the  two  countries.  The  coarser 
goods  would  still  be  made  almost  entirely 
in  India,  and  the  finer  goods  would  come 
almost  entirely  from  Lancashire.  Mr. 
Westland  said  that  the  finer  goods  which 
Manchester  mainly  sent  out  to  India  were 
beyond  the  power,  at  present  at  least,  of 
the  Indian  manufacturer. 

"  India,  in  fact,  cannot  produce  the  cotton  re« 
quisite  for  their  manufacture.  The  climate,  t03, 
I  understand,  is  in  some  cases  unsuitable  to  the 
processes  involved.  .  .  .  Manchester  and  Bom- 
bay overlap  to  a  certain  extent,  but  the  area 
which  Manchester  occupies,  and  must  continue 
to  occupy  without  competition,  is  very  wide  and 
comprenensive." 

He  knew  very  well  that  the  very  able 
gentleman,  Mr.  O^Qonor,  who  made 
annual  Beporta  upon  the  Customs  trade 
of  India,  had  shown  there  was  a  develop- 
ment of  the  finer  manufactures  of  yam 
especially  in  the  Bombay  mills,  that 
cotton  from  the  United  States  of  America 
and  from  Egypt,  of  a  long  staple  had  been 
imported  into  Bombay  to  be  spun  into 
yarn  at  the  Bombay  mills,  and  it  must  be 
admitted,  as  was  admitted  by  the  noble 
Marquess  who  opened  this  discussion,  that 
in  respect  to  a  certain  amount  of  the  trade 
there  might  be  a  protective  effect  in 
imposing  duties  upon  cotton  imports 
into  India.  That  being  admitted^ 
let  them  see,  supposing  these  manufac* 
tures  came  from  Germany  and  not  from 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  l(^ 


6f9 


Indian  C^ian 


{20  July  1894} 


Duties. 


530 


Snpjjfluid,  whftt  the  revenue  neceesities  of 
Indl^^  were  in  the  matter,  because  he  held 
thufc     «t  was  the  duty  of  the  Seeretarj  of 
gtafc^  to  ^  guided  in  the  end  bj  the  in- 
tere^*^  of  India,  even  if  he  had  to  do 
gom^^uig  which  was  unpopular  in  this 
eouKB  ^irj.    But  looking  at  it  as  a  question 
mer^l  J  of  revenue,  he  thought  it  would 
be  di  advantageous  to  the  Indian  Revenue, 
sod    'fclisrefore  to  the  Indian  taxpayer  and 
to  India  generally  that  by  the  imposition 
of  ^  doty  upon  cotton  goods  into  India, 
the  "Bombay  mills  should  be  induced  to 
|ffodaee  goods  of  the  same  quality  as 
iho»c»  which  came  from  abroad  into  India, 
bee»n8e  thereby  the  Indian  Revenue  would 
lose   the  duty  upon  those  goods,  and  so 
Car  there  would  be  a  loss  of  revenue. 
Moreover,  he  was  not  one  of  those  who 
conaidered  that  any  artificial  stimulus  to 
any  industry  was  ultimately  advantageous 
to  that  industry.     Something  might  be 
mW  id   favour  of  imposing    protective 
duties  in  countries  where  a  manufacture 
J*«  just  beginning  ;    but  in  India  the 
"O'nhay    cotton    manufacture    did    not 
■JJ^^J®  «ny  artificial  stimulus.     He  said, 
™«fore,  that  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
inent  ^was  to  see  how  far  such  a  duty 
nnpneecl  upon  the  imports  of  cotton  would 
'■jjjly    ^  protective.      His  impression, 
which  irras  strengthened  by  the  experi- 
f"**  ^  free  competition  between  the  two 
mdnstri^s  in  the  last  12  years,  was  that 
••  "^""P^cted  most  of  the  lower  grades  of 
fS^^  ^hore  would  be  no  necessity  what- 
•^^  *^  put  on  any  countervailing  duty  of 
any  U*id,  and  it  would  be  only  necessary 
iniwpect  of  some  particular  classes  of 
P^  ^^  which  the  two  industries  might, 
ind  probably    would  overlap.     Having 
»**  ^»t  he  would   make  one  further 
'•"■'k  rather  of  a  technical  nature,  in 
eoQeet^Hence    of    something    which    fell 
frott  I-ord  Reay  in  his  answer  to  the 
:       ooVIe  Marquess.   The  noble  Lord  alluded 
J       ^^  ^^^^  cl*»8  of  yam  which  was  now 
V)       *^  "pan  or  likely  to  be  spun  in  the 
^**y  cotton  mills.     For  his  part,  he 
•'"^ght  the  policy  of  imposing  a  duty 
•P^tt  imported  yams  was  open  to  very 
^^^■rferable  doubt,  as  yarns  represented 
^  QK)re  than  one-tenth  part  of  the  value 
w  the  total  imports.    The  yam  imported 
loto   IqjSi^    .uras    a    semi-manufactured 
"^"^le  tod  would  form  part  of  the  cotton 
■^IJohcturee    there,  being   worked   up 
^» ;      JJ^  in  the  mills  or  by  means  of  hand 
.-<       "*^^ ;  and  he  thought  it  was  excessively 
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doubtful  whether,  in  respect  to  yam,  it 
was  desirable  that  any  duty  should  be 
imposed  upon  imports.     He  thought  if 
that  view  should  commend  itself  to  the 
Groverament   of  India   it  would  relieve 
them  of  very  great  difRculty  in  regard  to 
arranging  and  finding  out  what  remedy 
should  be  applied   and   to   the  possible 
protective  effect  to  a  very  small  extent  of 
the  duty  upon  the  imports  of  cotton  into 
India.     He  thought,  then,  that  his  noble 
Friend  Lord  Kimberley  need  not  have 
attached  such  importance  to  the  Resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Commons  of  the 
year  1879  as  he  had.    At  any  rate,  it  was 
in  the  noble  Lord's  power  previous   to 
the  Budget  to  have  brought  the  matter 
before   either  House  of  Parliament,  to 
have  explained  his  views  and  have  got  a 
decision  of  either  House  of  Parliament 
upon  it.     Surely  so  important  a  subject 
as  this,  involving  the  present  and  future 
of  Indian  finance,  ought  to  be  postponed 
to  no  other  question,  however  important, 
and  even  the  Budget  of  this  year  might 
have  been  introduced  a  day  or  two  later 
in  order  to  have  given  an  opportunity  for 
the  discussion  of  this  question.     He  did 
not  know  whether  his  noble  Friend  the 
late  Viceroy  claimed  to  be  gifted  with 
prophetic  qualities,  but  in  a  speech  he 
made  just  before  he  left  India  he  made 
use  of  quite  prophetic  language.     At  a 
dinner  at  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
Calcutta  his  noble  Friend  made  a  speech 
in  which  he  referred  to  the  dangers  which 
there  were  in  India  ;  but  he  said  he  was 
not  sure  that  the  greatest  of  all  did  not  lie 
in  the  tendency  to  transfer  power  from 
the  Government  of  India  to  the  British 
Parliament.      Whilst  he   admitted   that 
the  Imperial   Parliament   must    be  the 
ultimate  source  and  depository  of  power 
in  an  extreme  case,  he  said  it  did  not 
follow  that  because  these  powers  were 
inherent  in  Parliament  they  should  be 
perpetually  exercised  by  it  and 

*Mt  is  the  modera  tendency  to  exercise  those 
powers  oontinaally  and  at  the  iastancc  of  irre- 
sponsible persons  which,  in  my  belief,  consti- 
tutes a  grave  menace  to  the  safety  of  the  empire. 
The  policy  of  a  body,  which  is  admittedly  a 
body  of  experts  (the  Indian  Government),  is 
liable  at  any  moment  to  be  thwarted  and  set 
aside  by  another  body  which  must,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  be  deficient  in  expert  know- 
ledge, and  which  in  recent  years  has  shown 
constantly  increasing  tendencies  to  be  swa^'ed 
by  emotion  and  enthusiasm.  In  the  House  of 
Commons  an  erratic  Member,  in  a  thin  House, 
may.  carry  a  Resolution  vitally  affecting  the 
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welfare  of  this  country  as  smninarily  and  as 

light-heartedly  as  if  the  proceedings  were  thosQ 
of  the  debating  club  of  a  coUe^  rather  than 
ihe  Senate  of  a  great  empire,  and  so  it  may 
coitae  to  pass  tAiat  while  we  are  slowly  and 
laboriously  striTing  to  obtain  an  eqnilibium 
.between  income  an4  expenditure  some  hap- 
hazard decision  of  our  masters  on  the  other  siae 
threatens  our  tinancies  with  bankruptcy.  The 
whole  thing  is  done,  and  it  is  done  in  a  manner 
which  cannot  fail  to  impair  the  authority  of  the 
Government  which  can  carry  on  its  work  only 
if  its  authority  is  upheld." 

Those  weighty  words  appeared  to  him  to 
be  in  the  nature  of  a  prophecy  of  what 
had  taken  place  now  when  tbej  heard 
the  Secrecarj  of  State  for  India  had,  in 
dealing  with  a  question  of  this  magnitude, 
withontattempting  to  argue  the  matter  out 
or  bring  it  again  before  the  House  of 
Commons^  founded  the  whole  of  his  policy 
on  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons 
of  the  year  1879.  He  would  not  trouble 
their  Lordships  any  further  except  to  say 
that  in  general  hd  agreed  entirely  with 
the  views  taken  by  his  noble  Friend  the 
late  Viceroy,  who  had  not,  in  his  opinion, 
exaggerated  the  great  importance  of  the 
question  in  India.  Distinguished  mili- 
tarj  officers,  travelling  about  the  country 
and  becoming  acquainted  with  all  classes 
of  people  in  India,  had  perhaps  better 
opportunity  than  any  others  to  acquire 
an  accurate  knowledge  on  the  subject. 
He  was  therefore  glad  to  hear  his  noble 
and  gallant  Friend  Lord  Roberts,  with 
all  his  military  reputation  and  knowledge, 
declare,  in  almost  the  same  words  pre- 
viously employed  by  Lord  Lawrence  and 
Lord  Napier  of  Magdala,  that,  although 
the  foundation  of  the  British  power  in 
India  was,  in  one  sense,  the  strength  of 
her  military  power,  yet,  in  another  and 
wider  and  nobler  sense,  the  reai  power  of 
England  in  India  lay  in  this,  that  the 
natives  of  that  country  should  feel  that 
she  was  being  governed,  not  in  the  in- 
terests of  England,  but  of  India ;  and 
that,  in  the  conduct  of  the  Government 
in  this  country  towards  our  great  depen- 
dency, the  Government  should  be  guided 
only  by  the  interests  of  India  and  by 
sentiments  of  justice.  He  hoped  that  the 
Government  would  carefully  consider  the 
questions  which  had  been  raised  and 
would  arrive  at  a  decision  upon  the 
lines  which  had  been  indicated  to  them  ; 
and  he  trusted  that  when  next  they  heard 
of  the  subject  of  this  controversy  it 
would  be  presented  to  Parliament  as  a 
matter  which  had  been  finally  settled. 
The  Earl  of  Northbrook 


Thb  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (Lot 
HutscHSLLr) :  There  are  only  two  o 
three  points^  in  thd  speech  of  ihe  nobl 
Lord  who  has  just  sat  down  to  which 
think  it  necessary  to  allude.  I  think  h 
scarcely  did  justice  to  the  statement  c 
my  noble  Friend  the  Secretary  of  Stat 
for  Foreign  Affairs  in  saying  he  base 
his  action  wholly  upon  the  Resolution  c 
the  House  of  Commons  of  1879.  M 
noble  Friend  stated  that  that  was  one  o 
the  factors  which  had  to  be  take 
into  account,  but  I  think  he  was  far  froi 
stating  it  was  upon  that  alone  that  h 
rested  the  conclusion  at  which  hearrivec 
My  Lords,  it  appears  to  me  that  •  m 
noble  Friend  a  little  overlooks  the  difR 
culty  in  which  the  Secretary  of  State  wa 
necessarily  placed  in  arriving  at  a  detei 
mination  by  this  time.  It  is  not  unt 
near  the  end  of  the  financial  year  tba 
the  financial  position  is  known  to  be  esti 
mated  by  the  Government  of  Indii 
There  is,  therefore,  but  necessarily 
very  short  interval  for  any  decision  to  b 
arrived  at.  The  question  is  not  wha 
might  have  been  done  if  there  had  bee 
time  for  mature  deliberation  and  inquir) 
but  rather  whether  the  course  which  m 
noble  Friend  pursued  was  not  the  righ 
one  under  the  inevitable  eircumstancc 
which  then  existed  ?  My  noble  Frien 
who  has  just  sat  down  has  himself  pointe 
out  that  to  impose  a  duty  which  is,  i 
fact,  protective,  is  in  itself  necessaril 
mischievous  to  the  country  where  tha 
duty  is  imposed.  Of  course,  one  resul 
of  it  is  that  part  of  the  increased  pric 
which  the  consumer  pays  goes  not  fo 
the  good  of  the  country  and  to  iucreas 
its  Revenue,  but  into  the  pocket  of  th 
particular  manufacturing  or  trading  clasi 
Everybody  must  admit  that  that  in  itsel 
is  a  disadvantage,  and  if  the  effect  of  \m 
posing  the  duty  be  to  stimulate  a  pai 
ticular  trade  unnaturally  to  the  extent  t 
which  you  do  that  you  increase  the  dig 
advantage  by  diminishing  the  Reveuu 
advantage  and  increasing  the  advantag 
to  the  individual  producer.  And  unle« 
protection  of  that  sort  is  to  be  permanen 
there  is  no  more  cruel  kindness  you  ca 
bestow  upon  the  manufacturers  them 
selves  than  to  give,  them  such  pro 
tection,  because  if  you  have,  b, 
means  of  the  protective  duty,  stimu 
lated  trade,  and  that  duty  be  removed 
it  is  ^bvious  that  you  have  don^ 
that  which  is  very  far  from,  on  the  whole 
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being  beaeficUl  to  the  iD^ofltry.     Now^ 
mj  noble  Friend  haa  pointed  out  that  so 
far  as  it  is  a  protection,  or  would  be  cal- 
culated to  become  protective  by  leading 
to  the  manufacture  in  India  of  goods  of 
a  fine  character  not  now  manufactured, 
but  which  might  then   be  manufactured 
and  become  competitive,  that  this  appre- 
hended   evil    might  be    met    bj   some 
countervailing  duty.     No  doubt  that  is  a 
very  grave  and  important  question.     My 
noble  Friend  will  see  at  once  that  the 
questions    how    far  it   would    be  prac- 
ticable,  how   far  it  should  ei^tend,  and 
how  it  should  be  imposed,  are  questions 
of  very   great  difficulty.     It  would   be 
utterly  impossible  for  any  such  qnestions 
to  be  inquired  into.     If  the  duty  was  to 
be  imposed,  it  must  have  been  imposed 
absolutely  with  all  the   evils  to  which 
my  noble  Friend  alluded,  and  with  the 
impossibility  of  removing  these  evils  by 
any  of  the  expedients  he  haft  suggested. 
My  noble  Friend  suggested   that   there 
should   be  certain   exemptions,   and   he 
indicated  yam  as  one  of  these  on  account 
of  its  being  used  in  India  in  manufactur- 
ing processes.     But  is  he  certain  that  no 
other  cotton  goods  imported  into  India 
are  used  in  manufacturing  processes,  and, 
which,  for  the  same  reason,  ought  to  be 
exempted  ?      That,  again,  would  be  a 
matter  on  which  it  would  be  obviously 
necessary  to  make  inquiry,  and  the  truth 
is  that  if  I  wanted  reasons   for  showing 
how  impossible  it  was  to  take  any  other 
course  than  that  which  my  noble  Friend 
took   under   the  same  existing  circum- 
stances I  should  have  appealed  to  the 
speech  of  my  noble  Friend  who  has  just 
sat    down,  because    it    shows    the  diffi- 
culty    with     which     the      question     is 
surrounded  and  the  number  of  problems 
which  have  to  be  solved,  and  the  various 
considerations  which  have  to  be  discussed 
and   canvassed  before  you  come  to  any 
conclusion   on  the  subject.     All  that  is 
absolutely  impossible  between  the  time 
the  proposals  are  made  and  the  revenue 
received,  and  when  it.  becomes  necessary 
to  make  a  decision.  That  is  the  explana- 
tion of    the  necessity  of  arriving,  as  I 
say,  at  a  decision  such  as  the  Govern- 
ment have  arrived  at  at  the  time,  but  not, 
as  then  stated,  a  final  decision  applicable 
to  all  circumstances,  and  never  open  to 
review  and.  reconsideration.      The  ve^ry 
contrary  was  stated  publicly  at  the  very 
time  the  deoision  was  announced:.     The 


noble  Earl  has  said  that  he  regretted  tha^ 
allusion  should  have  been  made   to  the 
statement  by  the  gentlemen  from  Lanca- 
shire who  attended  the  deputation  which 
waited  on  m^  noble  Friend,  to  the  effect 
that  they  would    fight  as   one   man   in 
opposition   to  the  re-imposition  of  any 
such  dutiet?,  and  he  said  he  had  confidence 
in  the  good  feeling  and  good  sense  of  the 
Lancashire  men,  that  if  they  saw  it  was 
necessary   and  right   in  the   interest  of 
India    they    would    not    let  their    own 
interests  stand  in  the  way  of  India's  true 
interest.     I  entirely  agree  with  my  noble 
Friend  in  thinking  that  would  be  the  view 
of  Lancashire,  and  I  would  remind  him 
that  what  my  noble  Friend  alluded  to  was 
the  statement  made  with  reference  to  the 
then  expected  deficiency  or  apprehended 
deficiency,  and  the  hope  then  expressed 
that  some  way  or  other  would  be  found 
to   meet   that  deficiency.     My  Lords,  I 
should  be  very  sorry  to  believe,  with  my 
noble  Friend,  that  if  thel-e  was  an  emer- 
gency in  India  which  could  not  well  be 
met  in  the  interest  of  India  in  any  other 
way  than  by  dealing  in  some  manner  or 
other  with  the  duties,  tbatLancash  ire  would 
put  its  business  inconvenience  before  the 
real  interests  of  India  and  the  necessity 
of  meeting  any  great  emergency  arising 
there.  When  I  say  that,  I  lay  emphasis 
upon  the  interest  of  India,  because  that 
is  what  has  to  be  regarded,  not  the  in- 
terest of  any  section  of   India,  and  not 
the  interest  of  any  manufacturers  of  India. 
If  Lancashire'  believed   that  was   what 
was  being  considered  I  think  they  would 
most  naturally  set  their  faces  against  the 
being   imposed   for   the   benefit   of    the 
manufacturers  of  India  protective  duties 
which     would     prejudically    affect    the 
manufacturers  of  Lancashire.     But,  my 
Lords,  if  once  they  are  satisfied  that  the 
interests  of  India  at   large   require  some 
reconsideration    and    re-arrangement    of 
these   duties  of  a    fair    and  reasonable 
character,  I  agree  with  my  noble  Friend 
that  Lancashire,  no  more  than  any  other 
class  of  Englishmen,  would  not  set  their 
faces  against  a  change  which,  though  it 
might  chance  to  be  in  some  respects  pre- 
judicial to  themselves,  would  be  fair  and 
just  to  the  interests  of  India,  and   was 
demanded  by  the  righteous  consideration 
of  their  interests.     I  agree  with  what  has 
been  said,  that  in  circumstances  such  as 
those  to  which,  I  have  alluded   it  would 
not  be  right  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of 
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to  the  interests  of  any  class  or 
sectioD  of  this  communitj.  There  is 
entrasted  to  us  a  high  mission  in  our  Go- 
vernment of  India,  and  we  should,  it  seems 
to  me,  fall  short  of  the  demands  upon  us 
ih  respect  to  that  mission  if  we  were  to  do 
anything  which  was  against  the  interest 
of  that  country.  I  trust  that  in  our  deal- 
ings in  India  we  shall  show  that  this 
country  desires  to  pursue  no  selfish  policy, 
to  serve  no  selfish  ends,  but  to  govern 
India  in  the  highest  interests  of  the 
people  of  India  themselves,  particu- 
larly, if  I  may  say  so,  bearing  in 
mind  the  interests  of  the  great 
inarticulate  masses  of  India,  and  to 
lay  before  itself  the  determination  that 
so  far  as  this  country  can  it  will  fulfil  the 
mission  entrusted  to  it,  and  seek  to  make 
the  people  of  India  see  that  this  country 
is  endeavouring  to  secure  their  content- 
naent  by  exhibiting  to  them  its  determina- 
tion to  do  them  justice. 

WOMEN'S  SUFFRAGE  BILL.— (No.  61.) 
SECOND   BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

Lord  DENMAN  moved  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill.  He  observed  that 
it  seemed  almost  a  formality  to  make  the 
Motion,  but  some  women  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  urge  him  to  proceed  with  it. 
He  did  not  see  any  great  advantage  in 
pressing  the  Bill,  but,  nevertheless,  he 
pleaded  with  their  Lordships  to  accord  a 
Second  Reading  to  the  Bill,  for  which 
many  women  would  be  grateful.  He  did 
not  wish  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  House 
of  Lords  was  against  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  BilL  He  had  been  for  10  years 
trying  to  obtain  that  stage,  and  had  had 
many  instances  of  agreement  with  him 
on  many  points,  whilst  there  were  no 
points  of  difference  which  could  not  be 
very  easily  adjusted  in  Committee.  He 
did  not  think  anyone  could  say  he  had 
been  hasty  in  this  matter.  He  had  tried 
for  many  Sessions  to  get  this  Bill  through 
the  Second  Reading;  he  had  on  many 
occasions  been  up  till  as  late  as  12  o'clock 
with  a  view  to  secure  that  object,  and  he 
trusted  their  Lordships  would  now  reward 
his  perseverance  by  agreeing  to  his  pre- 
sent Motion.  He  begged  to  move  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 
Lord  Hersekell 


{LORDS}  (ContoHdation)  BilL         61 

Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2« 
— (  The  lAtrd  DenmanJ) 


On  Question  ?  resolved  in  the  negi 
tive. 


VALUATION  OF  LANDS  (SCOTLAND) 
ACTS     AMENDMENT     BILL.-CNo.    162 

SECOND  READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Rea< 
ing,  read. 

The  LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  (Loi 
Tweedmouth)  moved  that  the  Bill  I 
read  a  second  time.  The  Bill,  he  ei 
plained,  was  a  very  simple  one  designe 
to  remove  an  inconvenience  felt  by  tfa 
County  CouncilB  of  Scotland  by  the  lat 
date  at  which  the  assessors  made  up  th 
Roll  and  the  Coutity  Val  nation  Roll.  It  wa 
proposed  by  the  Bill  to  make  the  date  th 
1 5  th  of  March  instead  of  the  1 5th  of  Angus 
and  by  the  alteration  proposed  the  Count 
Councils  would  be  able  to  have  the  Ro 
before  them  at  a  convenient  time  t 
settle  their  assessments  for  the  Octobc 
meetings. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\ 
— {The  Lord  Tweedmouth,) 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accord 
ingly,  and  committCKl  to  a  Committee  c 
the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

LOCAL     GOVERNMBNT      PROVISIONA 
ORDERS  (No.  15)  BILL.«(No.  126.) 
Reported,    without   Amendment,   an 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whol 
House  on  Tuesday  next. 

STATUTE  LAW  REVISION  BILLS  AN] 
CONSOLIDATION  BILLS. 
Leave  given  to  the  Joint  Committe 
to  report  from  time  to  time :  Firs 
Report  made  ;  and  to  be  printed.  (N( 
170.) 

COPYHOLD  (CONSOLIDATION)  BILL 
[H.L,].— (No.  2.) 

Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  o 
Statute  Law  Revision  Bills  and  Coi 
solidation  Bills,  with  Amendments,  an 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whol 
House  on  Thursday  next ;  and  to  b 
printed  as  amended.    (No.  171.) 
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CAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
RDBRS  (No.  17)  BILL.^No   123.) 
neDdments   reported    (according  to 
r) ;  and    Bill    to    be   read   3*    on 
lay  next. 

AL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
►RDERS  (No.  14)  BILL.— (No.  li$0.) 

nendment  reported  (according  to 
r)  ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  d'^  on  Mon- 
lext. 

LL      GOVERNMENT     PROVISIONAL 
)RDER8  (No.  18)  BILL.-<No.  151.) 
lad   3*   (according    to   Order),   and 
d. 

)CHIAL  ELECTORS  (REGISTRATION 
ACCELERATION)  BILL. 

mse  in  Committee  (according  to 
r)  :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
;  and  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
nittee. 

:IBAR  INDEMNITY  BILL.— (No.  808.) 
>u8e  in  Committee  (according  to 
r)  :  Bill  reported  without  amendment: 
ling  Committee  negatived  ;  and 
o  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next. 

EBLES  FOOT  PAVEMENTS   PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  BILL, 
ad  1*  ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  referred 
9  Examiners.     (No.  172.) 

[onse  adjourned  at  half-past  Seven  o'clock, 

to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 

before  Eleven  o  clock. 


USE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday^  20th  July  1894. 


IV  A  TE     B  USINE  S  S. 


EAT    WESTERN    AND   MIDLAND 
WAY      COMPANIES     BILL    ILord*} 
(py  Order). 

SECOND  READING^ 

der  for  Second  Reading  read. 


Motioti  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^^Tbat  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Sib  C.  W.  DILKE  (Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean)  said,  in  moving  tlie  rejection  of 
this  Billy  It  concerned  his  constitaencj 
almost  exoiusivelj,  the  whole  of  the 
Severn  and  Wje  line  (which  the  great 
companies  were  purchasing)  being  within 
the  borders  of  that  constituency,  except 
part  of  the  Severn  Bridge  and  a  little 
bit  of  junction  with  the  Midland  near 
Berkeley  Castle.  It  was  rumoured  that 
the  traders  of  the  district  had  come  to 
terms  with  the  companies,  but,  although 
a  majority  of  a  so-called  committee  of 
traders  had  proposed  to  do  so,  those 
gentlemen  were  the  proprietors  of  the 
larger  collieries,  who  had  arranged  clauses 
through  Mr.  Cripps  which  met  their 
views,  but  did  not  meet  the  grievance  of 
the  traders  generally.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  interest  of  his  constituents 
was  opposed  to  the  Bill  in  its  present 
form,  and  that  they  had  far  better  reject 
it  than  run  the  smallest  risk  of  its  passing 
without  the  provisions  for  the  protection 
of  the  district  which  the  Board  of  Trade 
favoured,  and  which  the  House  of  Lords 
had  not  inserted. 

ROYAL  ASSENT. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners ; — 

The  House  went ; — and  being  re- 
turned ;— 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal 
Assent  to, — 

Public  Libraries  (Scotland)  Act,  1894. 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892, 
Amendment  Act,  1894. 

Merchandise  Marks  (Prosecutions)  Act, 
1894. 

Bishopric  of  Bristol  Amendment  Act, 
1894. 

Injured  Animals  Act,  1894. 

Commissioners  of  Works  Act,  1894. 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Sotneties) 
Act,  1894. 

Wild  Birds*  Protection  Act,  1894. 

Sea  Fisheries  (Shell  Fish)  Regulation 
Act,  1894. 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 
(Amendment)  Act,  1894. 
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Notice  of  Aocidents  Act,  1S94« 

Local  Government  Board  (Ireland) 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
Act,  1894. 

*  L6cal  GrOTemment  Board  (Ireland) 
Provisional  Ofder  Confirmation  (No.  5) 
Act,  1894. 


Lopal  Government  Board  (Ireland) 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (No.  13) 
Act,  1894. 

Local  Gt)vernment  Board  (Ireland) 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (No.  14) 
Act,  1894. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Orders  Coufirn^atiou 
(No.  2)  Act,  1894. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  3)  Act,  1894. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Order  Confirmation 
(No.  4)  Act,  1894. 

Electric  Lighting  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  3)  Act,  1894. 

Electric  Lighting  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  4)  Act,  1894. 

Electric  Lighting  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  o)  Act,  1894. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  Act,  1894. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Act, 
1894. 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  Act,  1894. 

-    Local  Government  Board's  Provisional 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  7)  Act,  1894. 

Local  Government  Board's  Provisional 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  9)  Act,  1 894. 

Local  Government  Board's  Provisional 
Orders  Confirmation- (No.  10)  Act,  1894. 

Local  Government  Board's  Provisional 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  11)  Act,  1894. 

Local  Government  Board's  Provisional 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  12)  Act,  1894. 

Local  Government  Board^s  Provisional 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  13)  Act,  1894. 

'    Local  Government  Board's  Provisional 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  16)  Act,  1894. 

Local  Government  Bofird's  Provisional 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  19)  Act,  1894. 

Local  Government  Board's  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  (Poor  Law)  Act, 
1894. 


GREAT    WESTERN  AND     MIDLAND 

RAILWAY     COMPANIES     BILL    [Lordi] 

(by  Order), 

Question  again  proposed,  *'  That  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  secotid  time." 

Sir  C.  W.  DILKE  resuming, 
said  :  The  traders  had  spent  a 
great  deal  of  money  in  the  Lords  with- 
out tangible  improvement,  and  withoul 
obtaining  those  terms  which  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  thought  they  should  obtain, 
He  feared  that,  the  great  collieries  having 
made  their  own  terms,  there  would  now 
be  much  risk  in  going  to  a  Committee, 
in  which  the  interests  of  the  smallei 
men  and  of  the  inhabitants  genei-ally 
would  probably  be  sacrificed.  The  Board 
of  Trade  reported  in  favour  of  the  adop- 
tion for  the  loc^l  trafiic  of  the  Midland 
maximum  scale.  The  Lords  inserted  only 
the  actual  rates  in  operation  at  the  date 
of  the  passing  of  the  Act.  But  those  rates 
were,  ^  the  Board  of  Trade  had  shown, 
extraordinarily  high  rates,  which  were 
specially  granted  to  this  little  local  com- 
pany on  account  of  the  curious  shortness 
of  its  ^*  lead."  The  whole  line  was  on 
so  microscopic  a  scale  that  special  ratee 
were  conceded  to  it,  by  consent  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  originally,  which  would 
never  have  been  granted  to  a  greater 
line.  Now  that  that  line  was  passing  to 
two  great  companies,  they  had  to  con- 
sider what  was  their  character  for  libe- 
rality ;  and  he  had  to  say  that  if  the 
purchase  were  by  the  Midland  he  should 
be  content  to  trust  that  company,  but  the 
Great  Western  had  not  met  the  traders 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  him  inclined 
to  trust  himself  to  their  mercy.  The 
companies  said  that  they  had  bought  the 
line  on  the  understanding  that  the}) 
should  have  the  present  rates,  and  thej? 
had  offered  to  improve  those  rates  in  th< 
course  of  time  if  the  traffic  increased, 
and  they  said  that  if  this  offer  were  no( 
adopted  they  should  drop  the  Bill.  H^ 
was  quite  prepared  to  run  the  risk  of  the 
dropping  of  the  Bill,  in  which,  however, 
he  did  not  believe,  as  the  companies  had 
strong  reasons  for  desiring  to  keep  com- 
petitors out  of  this  district ;  and  he  fell 
certain  that  (while  the  local  line,  so  far 
as  it  lived,  must  live  on  the  district 
itself)  the  great  companies,  which  wen 
wholly  independent  of  that  district,  anc 
to  which  it  would  be  but  a  small  item, 
could   not   be   tru9tod    without    Parlia 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Great  WeiUrn  4*  Midland    {20  JtiLT  1894}    Bailt^y  Companiei  BUI.  5^ 


itary  control  to  thoroughly  meet  its 
is.  A  great  deal  of  javoar  to  the 
.  came  from  tbofve  who  were  share- 
lers  ia  the  preseat  Hue,  as  the  com- 
iee  bad  made  a  purchase  which  had 
ferred  a  value  upon  the  ordioary 
res,  which  previously  had  none,  and 
raised  the  value  of  the  Pref^^ence 
ires.  But  this  was  no  reason  why  the 
rict  should  continue  to  be  handicapped 
rates  wbieh  would  not  be  M^rated  in 
event  of  anew  line  being  applied  lor  by 
larger  companies,  and  he  must  press, 
lis  minimum,  for  the  principle  of  the 
ird  of  Trade  Report — ^namely,  the 
[land  maximum  scale. 
iiB  A.  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S,) 
>nded  the  Motion.  One  strong  ob- 
iou  to  this  Bill  was,  he  said,  its  ten- 
cy  to  put  the  Forest  of  Dean  in  what 
night  call  a  railway  ring  fence.  He 
\  not  fully  acquainted  with  all  the  local 
umstances,  but  he  did  not  think  that 
ii  a  proceeding  ought  to  be  tolerated 
one  moment  except  for  the  gravest 
tons  and  under  the  most  adequate 
^guards.  This  was  especially  so  in  the 
sent  absence  of  a  general  law  to  pre- 
t  undue  preference  being  given  to  one 
rict  over  another.  A  company  ought 
to  be  permitted  to  abstract  trade  for 
3wn  benefit  from  a  district  to  which  it 
perly  belonged.  The  only  practical 
sk  against  action  of  that  sort  on  the 
t  of  a  railway  company  had  been  found 
3e  in  competition.  Yet  the  effect  of 
Bill  would  be  to  prevent  competition, 
to  place  the  district  in  the  hands  of 
least  one  railway  company  which 
interests  conflicting  with  those  of 
district.  In  the  absence  of  a  general 
,  there  was  only  this  course  open  to 
u  in  order  to  resist  the  Great  Wes- 
I  Company,  which  bad  sinned  against 
interests  of  all  concerned.  The  ten- 
cy  in  most  companies  was  to  reduce 
IS  in  order  to  attract  traffic,  but  here 
^ers  were  sough c  under  an  antiquated 
to  impose  heavy  rates  on  the  local 
Be.  This  Bill  would,  if  it  passed, 
the  small  traders  in  the  district  into 
power  of  the  combination,  and  under 
circumstances  he  objected  to  the  Bill 
ig  further.  Not  only  were  the 
rers  he  had  alluded  to  objectionable, 
other  parts  of  the  Bill  seemed  to 
to  be  qnite  at  variance  with  modem 
ivay  legislation.  For  instance,  no 
er  was  given  to  compel  the  company 


to  grant  through  r^tes  from  tb^ir  own 
systems  to  statiop§  on  the  combioed 
line.  Surely  in-  these  days,  of,  busi^- 
ness  organisation,  when  through  r^tes 
were  so  necessary  to  the  success  of  a 
trader,  some  provision  of  this  character 
ought  to  be  inserted  in  the  BiU,  He 
understood  that  negotiations  had  taken 
place  on  the  subject,  ^nd  ^e  thought  this 
wai)  a  matter  on  which  they  were 
entitled  to  have  further  information.  No 
doubt  he  would  be  told  that  matters  such 
as  these  could  best  be  dealt  with  in  Com- 
mittee, and  he  admitted  that  under 
general  circumstances  such  would  be  the 
case  ;  but  in  this  case  the  very  basis  of 
the  Bill  was  an  attempt  to  legitimise 
combination,  and  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
that  combination  a  large  district  inhabited 
by  small  traders,  while  no  power  was 
taken  to  impose  on  the  company  the 
ordinary  requirements  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  trader.  In  the  absence 
of  such  provisions  he  could  not  assent  to 
a  Bill  so  utterly  at  variance  with  modern 
railway  policy. 

Amendment  proposed',  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of 
the  Question  to  add  the  words  ''upon 
this  day  three  months." — (Sir  C.  W* 
Dilke,) 

Question  proposed,  '^That  the  word 
'  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Sir  J.  DpRINGTON  (Gloucester, 
Tewkesbury)  said,  he  ventured  to  inter- 
vene in  the  Debate,  not  on  behalf  of  the 
Great  Western,  or  Midland,  or  Severn 
Railway  Company,  but  as  representing 
the  County  Council  of  Gloucestershire, 
and  in  that  capacity  he  did  express  a 
sincere  hope  that  tli/e  Bill  might  be 
allowed  to  go  before  the  Committee. 
The  question  from  a  railway  point  of  view 
had  been  very  fully  dealt  ja>W»^)v  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mmber  for  f^^^® 
Forest  of  Dean,  and  Vwould  only  ta^xl 
that  the  body  whicb<yas  bound  to  f^Y^ 
action  in  the  iutfl^sts  of  the  li^triqi 
most  concerned-Ve.,  the  County  (^^^^^^^ 
of  Gloucestershi/e— had  petitioned ■  when 
the  Bill  was  bj^re  the  Lords^  andfts  they 
had  not  gotj{[i  they  desired,  they  had 
again  petiU^ned  in  this  House.  .They 
would  do/j^i  tiiey  could  to  get  Midlana 
rates  iof^^x  traffic,  but.  he  must  remin^ 
^^®  '^%t  bon.  Friend  opposite  ^bat^the 
line  jf^  a  very  poor  one,  and  not  litoeiy 
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to  be  a  competing  one.  On  those  grounds 
he  thought  that  :the7  ought  to  send  the 
Bill  to  a  Committee,  in  order  that  the 
matter  might  be  follj  considered:  On 
the  general  question,  he  considered  that 
the  House  of  Commons  would  be  usurp- 
iDg  the  functions  of  a  Committee  were 
thej  to  settle  so  complicated  a  matter  off- 
band,  and  he  ventured,  therefore,  to  ask 
ebe  House  to  agree  to  his  proposal. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks-beach  (Bristol,  W.) 
isaid,  he  thought  he  might  claim  to  be 
taking  an  impartial  view  of  the  question, 
for  he  had  no  interest  whatever  in  either 
of  the  companies  affected  by  the  Bill. 
He  did  not  understand  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  desired  that  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill  should  be  negatived,  provided 
that  he  saw  a  reasonable  prospect  of  the 
question  of  rates  being  carefully  con- 
sidered in  Committee  at  a  later  stage, 
and  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House 
would  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second 
time.  He  believed  that  the  district 
would  bo  better  served  by  the  joint 
railways  than  it  had  been  by  the 
small  company,  which,  as  had  been 
pointed  out,  had  not  sufficient  capital  to 
make  necessary  improvements.  He 
thought  Parliament  in  past  years  had 
been  far  too  neglectful  as  to  the  rates  it 
allowed  to  be  charged  when  it  sanctioned 
amalgamations  of  this  kind,  and  be  bad 
always  thought  that  there  should  be  some 
department  or  official  specially  charged 
to  watch  these  amalgamation  Bills.  He 
saw  no  reason  why  the  company  should 
not  be  allowed  to  charge  a  somewhat 
higher  rate  over  that  portion  of  the  line 
joining  the  Severn  Bridge.  If  the  matter 
was  considered  in  Committee,  he  trusted 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  would  see  that 
the  interests  of  the  public  were  repre- 
sented, by  the  recommendations  to  rates 
which  were  made  in  the  Board  of  Trade 
v1#9^'**^l''  4^6  Bill  being  properly  brouijht 
?ir"*^u  ^^-nmittee,  either  b/  an  offi- 
mhrs  the  Boaru,  or,  if  necessary,  by  a 
^lentaiy  agent  or  by   counsel,   as 


Pari 


fcfae  tr  lers  of  the  distinct  were  very  likely 
not  in  _a  position  for  want  of  funds  to 
T^  !^!f  e^n  case.  H^e  trusted,  there- 
fo^,  that  If  the  right  hVn.  Gentleman 

^1.   u    "^^l  ^  '^"^^    ^^^   that    the 
nght  hon.   Baronet   would  \be 
to  withdraw  his  opposition  to 
Mftding  of  the  Bill. 

Sir    T.    ROBINSON    ,^ 
aaid,  he,  too,  hoped  that  the  Bill  wouKM  be 
Sir  J.  Doringion 


willing 
Second 


allowed  to  go  to  a  Second  Reading,  so 
that  the  details  might  be  thoroughly  gone 
into  before  a  Cottimittee.  When  it  was 
first  introduced  certain  members  of  his 
constituency  were  opposed  to  it.  Since 
then,  however,  several  concessions  had 
been  made  by  the  promoters,  and  he 
therefore  felt  fully  justified  in  supporting 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Bkyce,  Aberdeen,  S.) 
said,  that  while  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
force  in  the  arguments  that  had  been 
raised  against  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill,  he  considered  that  it  was  in  many 
respects  a  very  useful  measure,  and  one 
likely  to  l>e  of  benefit  to  the  districts, 
especially  as  the  company  that  now 
owned  the  line  was  admittedly  not  in  a 
financial  position  to  work  it  with  advan- 
tage. It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  do 
more  than  refer  to  the  docks,  as  the  pro- 
posal was  merely  to  transfer  them  from 
one  company  to  another.  On  the  question 
of  rates  he  considered  that  the  Committee 
had  taken  a  rather  singular  course.  The 
company  was  allowed  to  charge  higher 
rates  owing  to  the  great  expenses  in- 
curred in  making  certain  portions  of  the 
line  in  connection  with  the  Severn  Bridge. 
He  thought,  however,  that  the  opinion 
expressed  in  the  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  was  correct,  and  that  the  con- 
sideration that  induced  Parliament  to 
allow  the  company  those  higher 
rates  should  cease  to  carry  the  same 
weight  under  the  altered  condition  of 
things.  Why  the  Committee  had  not 
thought  fit  to  act  upon  the  advice  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  he  could  not,  of  course, 
say.  He  agreed  with  the  remarks  that 
had  been  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bristol,  that  it  would  be  advantageous  if 
an  official  were  sent  down  to  investigate 
matters  in  order  that  he  should  be  in  a 
position  to  give  evidence  before  the 
Board.  The  suggestion  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Bristol  was  one 
which  should  undoubtedly  have  considera- 
tion, with  a  view  to  seeing  how  far  it 
might  be  properly  adopted.  As  he  had 
said  already,  he  did  not  think  they  ought 
to  reject  the  Bill  on  the  Second  Reading, 
and  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  satisfied  with  the  discussion 
that  had  taken  place  and  would  withdraw 
his  Motion.  For  himself,  he  was  not 
bound  by  anything  that  had  been  said 
now,  and  any  further  action  on  the  part 
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be  Board  of  Trade  might  depend  upon 
form  the  Bill  took  when  it  left  the 
amittee. 

iR  M.  HICKS-BEACH  expressed 
hope  that  the  Board  of  Trade  would 
)  evidence  in  support  of  their  own 
>ort.  That  suggestion  became  really 
e  necessary  in  view  of  the  observa- 
s  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  which 
ited  to  the  possibility  of  the  Board  of 
de  objecting  to  the  decision  of  the 
amittee. 

Ir.  BRYCE  said,  he  would  see  how 
it  was  proper  to  go  into  the  matter. 
iiR  C.  W.  DILKE  would  not  put  the 
ise  to  the  trouble  of  a  Division,  and 
thought  after  what  had  fallen  from 

two  right  hon.  Gentlemen,  the  pre- 
;  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
rmer  occupant  of  that  position,  that 
and  those  who  agreed  with  him  on 

matter  had  gained  sometbing.  He 
I  understood  the  President  of  the 
^rd  of  Trade  to  say  that  he  reserved 
plete  freedom  of  action  as  to  the 
ree  he  would  take  on  the  Report.  On 
;  understanding  he  asked  leave  to 
bdraw  his  Motion. 

Lmendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

lain  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(ill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Q  UE  ST  IONS. 


GERMAN  PRISON-MANUFACTURBD 

GOODS. 
loLONEL  HOWARD  VINCENT 
effield,  Central):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
ler  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Eiirs  when  the  Report  from  Her 
jesty^s  Embassy  in  Berlin,  called  for 
ie  months  ago,  on  the  question  of 
ds  manufactured  in  German  prisons 
prison  labour  at  nominal  wages  and 
orted  to  England  and  sold  in  compe- 
m  with  English  manufacturers,  will 
[)resented  to  Parliament  ? 
^'HB  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
ATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
•  E.  Grey,  Northumberland,  Ber- 
k)  :  Tbe  Report  from  Her  Majesty's 
bassy  at  Berlin  has  been  received.  It 
[  be  laid  before  Parliament,  together 
b  other  Reports  upon  the  same  sub- 
;,  as  soon  as  they  have  all  been 
Mved. 


Colonel    HOWARD    VINCENT: 

When  are  they  likely  to  be  laid  before 
Parliament  ? 

Sir  £.  GREY :  I  cannot  tell  ;  there 
will  be  no  unjustifiable  delay. 

THE  INCREASE  IN  HOME  PENSIONS. 
Sir  D.  MACFARLANE  (Argyll)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  if  he  can  explain  the  meaning  of 
the  explanation  given  on  Page  3  of  the 
Return  of  the  Military  Expenditure  of 
the  Government  of  India  in  India  and 
England  from  1876  to  1892-3  ;  the  item 
referred  to  is  the  increase  of  £929,822  in 
Home  pensions,  which  is  stated  to  be 
mainly  due  to  the  growth  of  the  Colonels* 
allowances,  derived  from  a  much  larger 
number  of  officers  than  that  now 
existing  ;  and,  if  the  number  of  officers 
was  at  one  time  larger  than  that  now 
existing,  how  the  amount  has  been  in- 
creased instead  of  diminished  ? 

The  secretary  op  STATE 
FOR  INDIA  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler, 
Wolverhampton,  E.)  :  As  each  officer 
successively  becomes  entitled  by  length 
of  service  to  Coloners  allowances  the 
Home  pensions  are  to  that  extent  in- 
creased ;  and  the  number  of  those  who 
are  now  becoming  entitled  to  such  allow- 
ances depends  upon  the  number  of 
officers  who  were  upon  the  establishment 
many  years  ago.  The  number  of  officers 
uow  upon  the  Effective  List  is  less  than 
half  that  of  officers  in  the  Indian  Army 
in  1857. 

EVICTIONS  IN  COUNTY  WESTMEATH^ 
Mr.  D.  SULLIVAN  (West- 
meath,  S.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  Mrs.  Roch- 
ford-Boyd,  of  Middleton  Park,  County 
Westmeath,  has  evicted  a  number  of 
tenants  from  her  estates  in  that  county 
during  the  past  seven  years,  and  that  she 
has  lately  put  in  possession  of  the  evicted 
farms  as  bona  fide  tenants  her  game- 
keeper,  her  butcher,  her  coachman,  and 
other  retainers  of  her  household  ;  and 
whether,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Bill,  those  tenants  will 
be  entitled  to  compensation  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.MoRLEY,Newca8tle« 
upon-Tyne)  :  I  am  informed  by  the 
constabulary  that  there  is  no  foundation 
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for  the  allegations  id  ithe  first  paragraph 
of  this  question. 

THE  SHIPMENT  OF  DYNAMITE. 
Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  :  I 
tieg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty whether  the  Admiralty  as  the 
Harbour  Authority  for  Plymouth  is  aware 
tbat  German  steamers  calling  at  Ply* 
month  are  allowed  to  ship  dynamite  in  the 
harbour;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  Ad- 
miralty will  considet*  the  expediency  for 
tiie  safety  of  the  port  and  shipping  in  the 
hurbonr  of  having  all  shipments  of 
dynamite  or  other  explosives  made  out- 
side the  breakwater  or  other  suitable 
place,  subjeot  to  the  like  conditions  as  are 
itii  posed  in  the  Thames  and  other  ports  in 
United  Kingdom  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttleworth, 
Lancashire,  Clitheroe)  :  German  ships 
do  not  ship  dynamite  in  Plymouth  Har- 
liour.  A  place  is  assigned  in  the  Sound 
for  that  purpose,  and  the  Queen's 
Harbourmaster  sees  that  the  bye-laws 
made  under  the  Explosive  Act  are  carried 
<Htt.  There  is  no  reason,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  for  altering 
tUc  present  arrangements. 

Mk.  BARTLEY  :  I  will  ask  is  it  not 
the  fact  that  a  German  steamer  shipped 
dynamite  at  Plymouth  for  Calcutta  on 
the  18th  June,  and  whether  a  second 
German  steamer  did  not  ship  dynamite 
at  Plymouth  for  Algoa  Bay  on  the  29th 
Jnne,  the  consignment  consisting  of 
i^JjM)  cases  of  dynamite,  equivalent  to 
a  boat  70  tons  weight  ?  I  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  that  did 
not  take  place  in  Plymouth  Harbour  ? 

SiH  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH  : 
No,  Sir  ;  not  in  the  harbour.  I  have  got 
DO  information  about  the  two  ships,  but 
any  consignment  of  dynamite  is  con- 
daeted  in  a  part  of  the  Sound  specially 
set  apart  for  that  purpose. 

THE  "COSTARICA  PACKET." 
Mu.  HOG  AN  (Tipperary,  Mid)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is  now  in 
a  position  to  state  the  Intentions  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  with  respect  to 
the  suggestion  of  arbitration  in  the  case 
of  the  Costa  Rica  Packet  that  has 
been  submitted  by  the  Netherlands 
Government  ? 

Mr.  J.  Morley 


Sir  E.  grey  :  The  matter  will  have 
to  be  considered  in  consultation  with  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown.  I  cannot 
make  any  further  statement. 

PICTORIAL  ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Mr.  FARQUH arson  (Dorset,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  imported  pictorial  ad- 
vertisements are  subject  to  the  Mer- 
chandise Marks  Act ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  at  a  cost  of  £7,000^  the  posters 
advertising  Constantinople  at  Olympia 
were  brought  from  the  United  States,  and 
each  bear  in  large  letters  their  marks  of 
origin  as  having  been  lithographed  at 
Cleveland,  U.S.A. ;  and  whether,  for  the 
information  of  printers  and  lithographers 
in  this  country,  he  will  cause  a  separate 
record  to  be  kept  of  such  imports  in 
future  ? 

Mr.  BR  YCE  :  All  goods  are  subjecl 
to  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  which, 
however,  applies  only  where  misleading 
marks  are  in  question.  I  am  not  aware 
of  the  circumstances  under  which  placards 
and  advertisements  relating  to  the  exhi- 
bition at  Olympia  are  imported  ;  but  if 
the  facts  be  as  stated  in  the  question  they 
go  to  show  that  there  has  been  in  the 
present  case  no  infringement  of  that  Act. 
The  article  referred  to  does  not  seem,  a( 
present,  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  tc 
require  a  separate  record ;  but  if  the  hon. 
Member  can  supply  me  with  any  infor- 
mation tending  to  show  that  it  is  of  such 
importance,  the  matter  will  be  considered 
in  the  autumn  by  the  Committee  which 
annually  revises  the  list  of  articles  so 
recorded. 

BOVINE  TUBERCULOSIS. 
Mb.  hunter  (Abenieen)  (for  Mr, 
Field)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  ol 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
is  aware  that  considerable  and  wide- 
spread dissatisfaction  exists  on  account 
of  the  delay  experienced  in  receiving  the 
Report  of  the  Bovine  Tuberculosis  Com< 
mission  ;  and  whether  he  has  obtainet 
any  further  iiiformation  as  to  the  probabU 
date  of  its  publication  after  so  many  in- 
quiries ? 

The  president  of  the  LOCAI 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Shaw- 
Lefbvre,  Bradford,  Central)  :  I  havi 
communicated  with  the  Commissioners 
and   am   informed   that  they   are   fulb 
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ire  of  the  desirability  of  reporting  as 
[j  as  possible  that  no  pains  fire  being 
red  to  complete  the  work,  and  t&at 

Report  will  shortly  be  issued. 
5iR  M.  STEWAKT  (Kirkcudbright): 
there  anj  hope  of  the  Report  being 
en  to  the  House  before  the  close  of 

Session  ? 

ilR.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  I  can  only 
wer  from  the  replies  the  Cbmmis- 
lers  supply  to  me.  I  have  made  many 
imunicatious  to  them  with  the  same 
alt. 

ilR.  CHAPLIN  (Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
i)  :  Will  he  repeat  those  communica- 
38  and  put  pressure  on  the  Commis- 
[lers  to  let  us  have  this   Report  ?     At 

commencement  of  the  Session  he  told 
be  hoped  to  be  able  to  lay  it  upon  the 
ble  very  shortly.  It  is  now  nearly  the 
[  of  the  Session,  and  we  are  precisely 

the  same  position.  This  has  beeu 
ng  on  for  three  years. 
SIR.  SHAW-LEFEVRE:  I  quite 
'ee  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I 
re  already  put  whatever  pressure  1 
tld  upon  the  Commissioners. 

INDIAN  JUDICIAL  APPOINTMENT. 
Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN  (Banff- 
re)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
State  for  India  will  he  explain  why, 
iiough  Mr.  N.  Snbramaniem, 'Barrister* 
Law  and  Judge  of  the  Small  Cause 
art  at  Madras,  has  acted  as  Chief 
Ige  of  that  Court  for  the  last  13 
nths,  and  during  that  period  has  given 
nplete  satisfaction  to  the  Governmeut 
1  to  the  public,  on  the  permanent  ap* 
ntment  becoming  vacant,  he  has  now 
in  superseded  by  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
B.  Michell,  from  outside  the  Court,  to 
the  Chief  Judge  ;  whether  the  Law 
uires  that  the  Chief  Judge  should  be 
Snropean  ;  and,  if  not,  whether  the 
iretary  of  State  will  state  the  grounds 
which  Mr.  Stibramaniem  has  been 
>erseded  ;  and  whether  the  Secretary 
State  will  lay  npon  the  Table  of  the 
use  the  opinions  of  the  Judges  of  the 
idras  High  Court  and  the  Correspond- 
ie  between  the  Madras  Grovemment 
I  the  Government  of  India  regarding 
3  appointment? 

iiR.  H.  H.  FOWLER :  The  tem- 
ttry  discharge  of  the  duties  of  a 
ioial  post,  even  though  they  may  be 
formed  in  a  perfectly  satisfactory 
nner,  does  not  either  in  Great  Britain 


or  India  gi<<m  amy  claim  ia  soeoeed  to  the 
post  on  the  oocurrenoeof  a  vacancy.  The 
appointment  to  which  my  hon.  Friend 
refers  rests  exclusively  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  Madras,  and  I  am  informed  that 
after  the  most  careful  inquiry  they  were 
of  opinion  that  Mr.  Mibheli  was  the 
fittest  person  available  for  the '  post.  I 
do  not  propose  to  lay  on  the  Table  any 
Pfkpers,  on  the  subject. 

Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN  :  I  should 
Uke  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  it  is  the  case  that  the  only 
objection  to  Mr.  Subvami^niem  was  that 
be  was  not  a  European  ? 

Mr.  H,  H.  fowler  :  That  is  not 
so.  It  was  not  a  question  .  of  objection 
but  of  selection,  I  have  seen  sufficient 
of  the  correspondence  to  show  me  that  the 
Madras  Government  took  great  pains  in 
the  matter,  and  the  decision  they  arrived 
at  is  a  decision  which  entirely  meets  the 
justice  of  the  case. 

KENSINGTON    LOCAL    EXAMINATIONS. 

Mr.  DIAMOND  (Monaghan,  N.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  he  has  any  official  knowledge  of 
Kensington  local  examinations  held 
under  the  auspices  of  a  body  styling  itself 
the  Society  of  Science,  Letters,  and  Art 
of  London,  with  an  address  in  Holland 
Road,  Kensington,  and  which  awards 
certificates,  medals,  honours,  &c.  ;  whe- 
ther these  examinations  have  any  con- 
nection with  any  Government  depart- 
ment, and  whether  the  certificates  are  of 
any  value  in  any  Government  exai 
tion ;  and  whether  he  can  take  stops  to 
put  a  stop  to  proceedings  which  appear 
to  be  a  colourable  and  misleading  imita- 
tion of  certain  examinations  conducted 
by  authority  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  AcLAjfD,  York, 
W.R.,  Rotherham)  :  I  am  informed 
that  there  is  a  body  calling  itself 
the  Society  of  Science,  Letters,  and 
Art  of  London,  which,  in  its  prospectus, 
states  that  it  holds  what  are  called  the 
Kensington  local  examinations,  and  also 
awards  medals,  &c.  The  society  has  no 
connection  with  the  Science  and  Art 
Department,  South  Kensington,  and  none 
of  its  certificates  are  recognised  by  the 
Government.  I  will  further  look  into 
this  matter,  but  in  any  case  it  is  very 
desirable  that  the  difference  between  the 
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work  of  the  Soienoe  and  Art  Depart** 
ment  and  that  of  this  society  should  be 
known  by  the  public* 

FLOATING  DBRBLICT8. 
Mr.  MACDON  a  (South wark,Rother- 
bithe)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that 
on  the  17  th  instant  the  steamship  La 
Plata  reported  upon  her  arrival  at  Liver- 
pool that  on  the  12th  instant,  41*35  N. 
— 10*20  W.,  she  passed  a  partially-sub- 
merged vessel  about  100  feet  long,  with 
heavy  bilge  frames,  about  eight  feet  out 
of  water,  evidently  a  long  time  in  the 
water,  and  most  dangerous  to  navigation  ; 
and  will  he  notify  the  existence  of  this 
dangerous  floating  derelict  to  the  masters 
of  our  marine  about  to  leave  our  ports  ? 

Mb.  BRYCE  :  I  am  aware  that  the 
La  Plata  reported  on  her  arrival  at 
Liverpool  on  the  17th  instant  that  she 
had  passed  a  partially-submerged  derelict. 
The  report  was  published  by  Lloyd^s  in 
The  Shipping  and  Mercantile  Gazette 
and  Lloyd's  List  of  the  following  day, 
the  18th  instant,  for  the  general  informa- 
tion of  mariners.  The  position  of  the 
derelict  on  the  12th  instant  was  reported 
to  be  about  20  miles  off  the  coast  of 
Portugal,  and  I  am  advised  that,  in  the 
absence  of  further  information,  it  would 
be  useless  and  even  misleading  to  follow 
the  practice  adopted  in  all  suitable  cases, 
and  to  publish  its  position  on  that  day 
in  the  monthly  summary  of  notices  to 
mariners  issued  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
early  in  August,  as  this  derelict  will  pro- 
bably, in  the  three  weeks  which  will  then 
have  intervened,  either  have  drifted  on 
shore  or  be  well  out  of  the  stream  of 
traffic. 

Mr.  MACDONA  :  I  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if  it  would  not  be 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  informa- 
tion should  be  conveyed  direct  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  the  shipmasters  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  In  this  partioukr  case 
it  would  appear  that  everything  possible 
to  be  done  was  done,  because  the  La 
Plata  made  a  report  at  Liverpool  on  the 
17th,  and  on  the  18th  the  report  appeared 
in  The  Shipping  and  Mercantile  Gazette. 
As  far  as  this  instance  goes,  the  report 
could  not  have  been  published  more  ex- 
peditiously than  it  was. 

Mr,  Acland 


Treaties. 


AFFAIRS    IN    SlAM. 
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Sir  a.  R  O  L  L  I  T  (Kensington 
S. ):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  o 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  what  is  th< 
present  condition  of  affairs  in  Siam  ;  am 
is  it  consistent  with  present  and  pro 
spective  Britlt»h  commercial  and  othe 
interests  ? 

Sir  E,  grey  :  It  is  not  possible  U 
give  even  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  genera 
condition  of  a  country  within  the  limit 
of  an  answer  to  a  question.  The  histor 
of  what  occurred  in  Siam  last  year  i 
well  known,  and  there  has  been  n< 
material  change  since  then.  It  is,  o 
course,  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty'i 
Government  to  guard  against  any  pro 
ceedings  which  would  be  inconsisten 
with  the  British  interests  described. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLET'J 
(Sheffield,  Ecclesall)  :  I  would  ask  th( 
hon.  Baronet  whether  an  opportunity 
will  be  given  to  the  House  to  discuss  thi 
affairs  in  Siam  after  the  Papers  whicl 
have  been  promised  on  the  subject  hav( 
been  presented  to  Parliament  ? 

Sir  E.  grey  :  I  hope  they  will  be  pre 
sented  before  the  Estimates  are  reached. 

COMMBRCIAL    TREATIES. 

Sir  a.  R  O  L  L  I  T  :  I  beg  tc 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  foi 
Foreigu  Affairs  by  what  means,  if  any 
and  under  what  conditions,  as  to  notice 
and  otherwise,  can  the  Commercia 
Treaties  with  Belgium  and  the  Germai 
Empire,  which  are  said  to  prevent  dif 
ferential  fiscal  treatment  of  the  Colonies 
be  denounced  ;  and  is  such  the  effect  o 
the  Treaties  ? 

Sir  E.  grey  :  Both  those  Treatiei 
can  be  terminated  by  either  party  oi 
giving  12  months*  notice.  It  is  no 
possible  to  give  a  general  answer  to  th< 
question  how  far  they  prevent  differentia 
fiscal  treatment  of  the  Colonies  ;  but  th< 
actual  terms  of  the  articles  in  thos< 
treaties  referred  to— namely.  Article  li 
of  the  Treaty  with  Belgium  of  July  23 
1862,  and  Article  7  of  the  Treaty  witl 
the  ZoUverein  of  May  30,  1865— will  hi 
found  in  a  Paper  recently  laid  befon 
Parliament,  Commercial  No.  17,  189: 
(C.  7229),  pages  3  and  20. 

Sir  M.  hicks-beach  :  May  I  asl 
the  hon.  Baronet  whether  these  Treatie 
do  prevent  a  re-arrangement  of  Cora 
mercial  Treaties  with  the  Colonies  ? 
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Sir  E.  GREY:  I  would  rather,  m 
3  first  instoDce,  that  the  terms  of  the 
eaties  should  speiak  for  themselves, 
it  is  desired  that  au  intei^retation 
DuM  be  given  of  what  may  be  con- 
[ered  as  obscure  in  the  terms  of  the 
•eaties  I  must  have  notice. 
Sir  a.  ROLLIT  :'  T  should  lite  to  ask 
lether  the  Treaties  are  consistent  with 
^er-coloDial  differential  duties  ? 
Sir  E.  grey  :  I  must  repeat  that  I 
1st  have  proper  notice  before  I  can  pre* 
id  to  give  an  interpretation  Of  the 
'eaties.  I  am  not  at  present  aware  that 
B  terms  are  obscure. 

JABEZ  BAliFOUB. 
Sir  a.  ROLLIT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
nder  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
ffairs  has  the  extradiction  of  Mr.  Jabeis 
etlfour  from  Argentine  been  finally  re- 
sed  or  otherwise  ;  and,  if  so,  is  it  la- 
nded that  proceedings  against  his  col- 
agues  in  this  country  shall  be  further 
ilayed  ? 

Sir  E.  grey  :  The  last  telegram  re- 
lived at  the  Foreign  Office  was  dated 
e  15th.  It  stated  that  the  decision  of 
e  Federal  Judge  at  Salta  had  not  been 
veu.  It  may  be  announced  at  any 
ne,  and  we  shall,  of  course,  be  informed 
once  wheu  it  is  known.  Everything 
our  power  has  been  done  to  expedite 
le  legal  proceedings  in  the  Argent ioe 
epublic.  The  last  part  of  the  question 
mnot  be  answered  by  the  Foreign 
ffice. 

COLONEL  EDWARD  MITCHELL,  R.B. 

Mr.  NAOROJI  (Finsbury,  Central)  : 
beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General 
he  has  recently  received  any  com- 
unication  or  affidavit  from  Colonel 
dward  Mitchell,  R.E.,  retired,  denying 
le  accuracy  of  the  statement  made 
I  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  9th 
»ecember,  1890,  by  the  then  Attorney 
encral,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cuuninghame 
raham,  that  the  Grown  did  not 
ress  for  the  costs  of  the  proceed- 
igs  out  of  consideration  of  Colonel 
Litchell,  and  at  his  request,  on  the  dis- 
nct  arrangement  in  writing  that  Colonel 
[itcheU's  supposed  claim  should  not 
^ain  be  raised  in  any  shape ;  whether 
le  gallant  officer  has  appealed  to  him  to 
mse  justice  to  be  done ;  whether  he  has 
>rwarded  to  him  a  certificate  of  a  learned 
(ueen's   Counsel   on  the  subject ;    and 
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whether  he  will  lay  the  Papers  upon  the 
Table  of  ^he  House? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
J.  RiGBY,  Forfar)  :  I  have  received  com* 
muntcations  from  Colonel  Mitchell,  in- 
cluding an  affidavit,  on  the  subject  men- 
tioned in  the  question.  Whether  such 
ao  arrangement  as  is  mentioned  was  ac- 
tually entered  into^depends  entirely  upon 
the  correspondence  which  ray  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  for  War  has  already 
promised  to  lay  upon  the  Table,  together 
with  a  relevant  portion  of  the  affidavit. 
I  think  that  these  Papers  include  every- 
thing material.  The  certificate  of  couii- 
sel  referred  to  has  nothing  to  do  with 
this  arrangements  I  have  already  stated 
to  Colonel  Mitchell,  and  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  puts  the  question,  and 
it  is  the  fact,  that  1  have  no  power  to  re- 
open the  claim  of  Colonel  Mitchell. 

BRAKES  IN  RICHMOND  PARK.^ 
Mr.  F.  FRYE  (Kensington,  N.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  by  whose  authority  the  keepers 
of  the  gates  at  Richmond  Park  are  for- 
bidden to  allow  brakes  to  drive  through 
the  park ;  whether  it  has  been  the  cus- 
tom in  former  years  to  allow  brakes 
equally  with  other  hired  vehicles  to  do 
so ;  if  there  is  any  reason  for  the 
present  prohibition  ;  and  whether  he  will 
give  orders  that  it  be  removed  ? 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  ok 
WORKS  (Mr.  H.  Gladstone,  Leeds, 
W.)  :  There  has  been  some  doubt  as  to 
the  exact  interpretation  of  the  rule  of 
Richmond  Park  as  to  the  admission  of 
brakes,  and  the  practice  has  accordingly 
not  been  at  all  limes  uniform.  A  legal 
opinion  having  now  been  obtained,  brakes 
hired  by  an  individual  or  a  party,  and 
not  plying  for  hire,  will  in  future  be 
admitted. 

THE  DUBLIN  AND  CORK  TRAVELLING 
POST  OFFICE. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whe- 
ther the  staff  attached  to  the  Dublin  and 
Cork  Travelling  .Post  Office  (American 
Mall)  are  the  only  sorting  clerks  in  the 
United  Kingdom  who  are  not  in  receipt 
of  payment  for  Sunday  work  ;  whether 
previous  to  payment  for  Sunday  duty 
being  granted,  a  21st  part  of  those 
officers'  weekly  pay  was  deducted  per 
diem  when  absent  on   sick   leave,  and 
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with  the  conditions  of  their  emplojmen 
they  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  give  it  u 
and  resume  their  ordinary  duties  in  th 
Dublin  Sorting  Office.  Many  others  wi 
be  only  too  glad  to  take  their  places. 


since  payment  was  granted  1-1 8th  has 
been  deducted  when  absent  on  sick  leave 
for  any  period  less  than  a  week  in  com- 
mon with  all  other  officers  who  receive 
Sunday  pay ;  whether,  in  accordance 
with  the  latter  portion  of  the  foregoing 
paragraph,  the  working  week  consists  of 
six  working  days ;  and,  if  so,  why  pay- 
ment for  Sunday  work  is  withheld  from 
those  officers  ;  whether  he  recently  re- 
fused payment  for  Sunday  duty  to  the 
staff  on  the  representation  of  the  Dublin 
authorities  that,  including  the  time  of 
working  at  Queenstown  for  homeward 
American  mails,  their  average  weekly 
duty  does  not  amount  to  48  hours  ;  and 
has  he  received  a  Memorial  addressed  to 
him  on  the  26th  June  by  the  Dublin  and 
Cork  Travelling  Post  Office  staff,  show- 
ing their  weekly  duty  (exclusive  of  Sun- 
day) to  average  above  60  hours  ? 

The    postmaster    GENERAL 
(Mr.  A.  MoRLEY,  Nottingham,  E.)  :  I 
am  not  aware  whether  the  staff  referred 
to   by  the   hon.    Member   are  the   only 
sorting  clerks  who  are  not  in   receipt  of 
payment  for  Sunday  work  ;  but  if  there 
are  any  others  who  do  not  receive  such 
payment,  it  would  be  for  the  same  reason, 
as  I  explained  in  my  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member    of    the  18th  December   last — 
namely,  that  their  Sunday   duties  added 
to  their  week-day  duties  does  not  increase 
their  attendance  to  more  than  the  regular 
^number  of  hours  required  of  them  in  each 
week.  Since  the  introduction  of  payment 
for  Sunday  duty,  the  officers  in  question 
have,    in  regard  to  deductions  for  sick 
absence,  been  treated  in  the  same  way  as 
other  members   of  the   Dublin    Sorting 
Force,  of  which  they  form  part,  aqd  the 
deduction    has   been    1-1 8th    instead  of 
1-2 1st  part  of  their  ordinary  weekly  pay. 
This  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  question 
has,   however,  no  longer  any   practical 
importance,  as  under  the  new  Regulation 
no  deduction  is  made  on  account  of  sick 
absence,   unless   the  sickness   is   due  to 
causes  within  the  officer^s  own  control.  I 
find  that  a  Memorial  waa  received  from 
the    sorting    clerks     employed    in    the 
Travelling  Post  Office  at  the  end  of  last 
month,  containing  further  representations 
respecting  their  weekly  attendance,  and 
these  are  now  under  investigation.  I  may 
add  that  the^uty  in  the  Dublin  and  Cork 
(American  Mail)  Travelling  Post  Office 
is  a  much-coveted  one  ;  and  if  those  who 
are  now  engaged  in  it  are  not  contented 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 


CONTRACTS  FOR   NAVAL  VESSELS. 

MR.MACDONALD  (Tower Hamlets 
Bow)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  thi 
Admiralty  when  the  particulars  witl 
regard  to  the  contracts  entered  into  b; 
the  Government  with  private  lirms  fo 
the  building  of  new  ships  will  be  givei 
to  the  House ;  and  whether  he  will  in 
elude  in  those  particulars  the  pricei 
quoted  in  the  accepted  tenders  for  th( 
hull,  the  engines,  the  auxiliary  machinery 
and  the  masts  and  rigging  ? 

Sir  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH 
I  have  before  explained  that  it  would  b< 
contrary  to  public  interests  to  publish  th( 
prices  for  which  certain  contracts  foi 
ships  have  been  made,  before  all  the  con- 
tracts  are  complete.  This  condition  'u 
not  yet  fulfilled,  and  I  cannot,  therefore 
say  how  soon  the  promised  Return  can  be 
granted.  My  hon.  Friend^s  suggestion 
as  to  publishing  details  of  prices  shall  hi 
considered  in  preparing  the  Return. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.)  : 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  whe^ 
ther  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Admiralty 
to  give  any  contract  to  the  Passage  Docks 
Company  ? 

•Sir  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH  : 

This  is  not  a  question  of  future  contracts, 
but  relates  to  certain  contracts  which 
have  already  been  made.  The  Passage 
Docks  Company  have  recently  beeu 
asked  to  tender  for  certain  articles. 

LICENCE  TO  CARRY  ARMS. 

Mr.  J.  REDMOND  (Waterford)  ;  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  Mr.  J.  K.  Bracken,  of 
Templemore,  County  Tipperary,  has 
been  refused  a  licence  to  carry  arms  by 
the  local  Resident  Magistrate  ;  and  whe- 
ther he  can  state  the  reasons  upon  which 
this  refusal  was  based  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  am  aware  that 
the  Resident  Magistrate,  in  the  exercise 
of  the  discretion  vested  in  him  by  law, 
has  declined  to  issue  an  arms  licence  to 
Mr.  Bracken.  It  would  be  contrary  to 
practice  to  state  the  reasons  which  in- 
fluenced the  Resident   Magistrate  in  so 
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ieoiding,  but   I   may  state  that  I  am 
aakiag  further  inquiry  into  the  matter. 

Mb.  J.  REliMOND:  I  will  repeat 
bis  questiod.  ' 

THB  BOYAL  IB18H  OONSTABULARY. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask 
be  Chief  8ect«tary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
tant  of  Ireland  is  it  consistent  with  the 
Joyal  Irish  Constabulary  rules  that  men 
irho  have  suffered  from  lunacy  should  be 
n  charge  of  stations  ;  and  are  any  per- 
ons  above  the  rank  of  sergeant  who 
lave  suffbred  from  lunacy  in  the  Cavan 
orce? 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  :  Mea  who  have 
hown  symptoms  of  mental  depression 
ire  not  placed  upon  duty  or  in  any  re- 
ponsible  positions  iu  the  Constabulary 
inless  the  attack  was  of  a  temporary 
ibaracter,  and  no  disposition  to  a  recur- 
ence  of  the  depression  appeared.  The 
lecond  paragraph  apparently  refers  to 
he  case  of  a  member  of  the  force  who 
uffered  from  mental  depression  some 
rears  ago,  but  only  for  a  very  brief 
)eriod.  He  is  reported  to  have  been  an 
ixcellent  officer  since  his  recovery. 

SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION  IN  COUNTt 
BOSCOMMON. 
Mb.  COMBE  (Surrey,  Cherteey) :  I 
>eg  to  aslt  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
^ord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
lead  Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Education 
n  Ireland  visited  the  proposed  site  of  a 
ehool  house  at  Clooncaii  (Union  of 
)astlerea,  County  Roscommon),  on  11th 
llay  last  ?  and,  if  so,  what  report  he  had 
ont  as  to  the  desirability  of  building  a 
chool  on  that  townlaikl  ? 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY :  The  Commis- 
ioners  of  National  Education  inform  me 
hat  there  was  a  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
his  case  owing  tp  the  proximity  of  the 
proposed  site  to  ah  existing  vested 
chool,  but  that  under  the  special  circum- 
tances  they  have  now  made  the  required 
rant  for  the  erection  of  the  school. 

I^B.  SEXTON  (Kerry,  N.):  I  would 
sk  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
he  reports  made  by  Inspectors  under 
uch  circumstances  as  are  iudiqated  in  the 
uestioa  are  open  to  the  inspection  of 
[embers  of  this  House  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  am  not  quite 
lire ;  I  will  inquire. 


THE  DOWNPATBIOK  WATKB  SUPPLY. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  >)eg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  is  he  aware  that  the 
new  water  for  the  supply  of  Downpatrick 
has  been  analysed  by  Sir  Charles 
Cameron,  and  reported  as  full  of  micro- 
organisms, and  in  a  further  report  as  un- 
suitable for  a  town  supply  ;  and  that  Dr. 
Olphert,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  town,  has  reported  to  the  Sanitary 
Authority  that  he  attributes  several  cases 
of  illness  to  the  drinking  of  the  water, 
and  has  recommended  the  people  to  dis- 
continue using  it ;  will  he  explain  why 
the  Sanitary  Authority  have  taken  no 
notice  of  these  reports ;  has  his  atten- 
tion been  called  to  the  discussion  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  the  water  was 
not  being  used  for  domestic  purposes  ; 
and  do  the  Local  Government  Board 
intend  to  take  any  notice  of  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  M^CABTAN  (Down,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  bis  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  report 
of  the  proceedings  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Downpatrick  Board  of 
Guardians  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  tba 
reply  sent  him  to  a  r^oont  question  on 
the  Downpatrick  water  supply  was  stated 
to  be  incorrect,  and  that  instead  of  the 
water  being  generally  used  by  the  inhabi- 
tants, there  is  not  one  family  in  Down- 
patrick using  it  for  drinking  purposes ; 
whether,  notwithstanding  that  at  a 
previous  meeting  a  resolution  was  passed 
to  put  up  notices  that  the  water  was  not 
fit  for  use,  no  such  notices  were  posted ; 
whether  the  water  was  condemned  some 
time  ago  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  ;  aqd  if  he  will  state 
what  action  the  Local  Government  are 
prepared  to  take  in  the  interests  of  the 
health  of  the  town  ? 

Mr.  J.  MOBLEY  :  In  reply  to  these 
questions,  I  am  informed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  that  Sir  Charles 
Cameron  reported  that  the  water,  though 
second-rate,  is  not  dangerous  to  health. 
On  the  other  band.  Dr.  Olphert  attributed 
cases  of  illness  to  the  use  of  the  water 
and  recommended  the  people  not  to  use  it. 
The  Guardians'  consultiug  sanitary  officer 
states  that  the  water  is  safe  and  harmless, 
and  their  engines  is  of  opinion  that  it 
can    be   improved    by  filtration.      The       , 
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Guardians  have  considered  these  reports, 
,  and  propose  to  ^opt  m^asiu'es  \o  improve 
the  qaatitj  of  the  water.  The  matter,  I 
UD4er9tand,  is  receiving  the  careful 
attention  of  the  Guardians  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  will  be  prepared,  if 
call^  ppon,  to  afford  them  every  possible 
assistance  and  advice.      , 

Mr,  M*CARTAN  :  I  )vould  agk  the 
right  kon.  Gentlemao  whether  he  is 
aware-  that  Sir  Charles  Cameron  has 
described  the  water  as  very  second-rate  ? 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  would  also 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he 
has  seen  the  report  of  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Guardians,  when  the  Clerk. to  the 
Guardians  had  practically  to  admit  that 
he  had  deceived  the  Government  in  the 
reply  read  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
Of  course,  that  being  the  vital  portion  of 
my  question,  it  was  struck  out  at  the 
Table. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  ;  I  have  not  had 
time  to  read  ihat  report. 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.)  : 
I  would  ask  if  it  is  fair  to  make  these 
insinuations  against  people  who  cannot 
defend  themselves  ?  I  know  this  clerk 
very  well. 

THE  DE  PREYNB  ESTATE. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  is  he  aware  that 
last  week,  on  a  farm  on  the  De  Freyne 
Estate,  from  which  a  tenant  had  been  re- 
cently evicted,  at  Sheepwalk,  in  the 
County  of  Roscommon,  a  number  of  cattle 
belonging  to  the  landlord  were  driven  by 
his  bailiffs  into  a  crop  of  oats  and 
potatoes ;  and  that  during  three  days 
whilst  they  were  engaged  in  eating  and 
trampling  the  crop  they  were  protected 
by  five  policemen  and  six  of  the  landlord's 
bailiflf^  ;  and  whether,  if  this  be  so,  the 
police  were  justified  in  assisting  at  such 
proceedings  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  i  tt  i»  a'faOli  that 
on  the  10th  instant  a  iitimber  of  cattle 
belonging  to  Lord  de  Freyne  were 
driven  by  his  steward  and  five  assistants 
on  the  evicted  farm  referred  to,  and  that 
since  the  date  mentioned  the  cattle  have 
been  cared  for  by  one  of  the  landlord's 
herds,  who  drives  them  to  the  farm  each 
morning  and  back  again  to  the  demesne 
at  night.  These  cattk  ate  down  tlie 
crops  of  oats  and  potatoes  on  the  farm*— 
unlawfully  sown  by  the  teuaut— as  well 

Mr.J.Morley  '   ^    ■' 


as  the  grazing  of  ft.  tt  is  hot  the  case, 
however,  that  the  landlord^  employes, 
while  engaged  /oo  . -thi^  ; '  workt  >  were 
assisted  by  the  police.  Three  constables 
attended  on  the  morning  of  the  10th 
instant  to  preserve  the  peace,  but  they 
did,  not  remfkiu  Ipqg  a^;  jthe(farip,  a^  their 
presence  ther^  was  not  required.  Since  that 
date  the  poJlae  to  the  number  of  two  men 
have  occasionally  patrolled  to  th^  vicinity 
of  the  farm  in  the  capacity  of  peace 
officers,  as  they  are  well  aware  that  the 
landlord's  action  was  calculated  ^o  create 
a  feeling  of  hostility  against  him  and  hi& 
employes.  The  police  have  done  nothing 
that  could  be  regarded,  as  assisting  the 
landlord  or  his  employis  in  any  way,  but 
have  acted  simply  in  their  capacity  <rf 
peace  officers. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  The  Chief  Secretary 
admits  that  three  policemen  attended  on 
one  occasion,  and  what  I  want  to  know 
is  this  :  If  when  &  landlord  proceeds  to 
drive  cattle  on  growing  crops  on  a  farm 
the  police  are  obliged  to  attend  the 
operation,  as  they  are  on  the  executiou 
of  a  decree  of  the  courts,  and  if  not,  why 
do  they  put  in  an  appearance  when  ao 
breach  of  the  peace  had  occurred  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  police  put  in 
an  appearance,  because  they  were  given 
to  understand  that  a  breach  of  the  peace 
was  not  unlikely  to  happen.  Under 
those  circumstances  they  were  bound  to 
go,  and,  as  I  hare  stated  to  the  House, 
that  was  when  it  was  thought  a  breach 
of  the  peace  might  well  happen,  because 
of  the  indignation  and  disgust  whieh 
these  proceedings  gave  rise  to. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  (Dublin,  Har- 
bour) :  When  the  police  went  on  this 
duty  were  they  aware  that  it  was  for  the 
pui;pose  of  iplacing  cattle  on  growing 
props — were  their  services  asked  for  this 
purpose,  and  were  they  aware  that  was 
the  duty  they  were  on  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  Their  services 
were  certainly  not  asked  to  assist  thig 
transaction  of  driving  the  cattle  on  to  the 
growing  crops. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON:  Were  they 
asked  to  be  present,  and  did  tbey  know 
the  purpose  that  was  to  be  carried  out  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  really  cannot 
tell  what  was  the  purpose  of  the  operation  ; 
but  they  were  given  to  understand  that 
a  breach  of  the  peace  would  take  place 
on  this  spot,  atdtUey  did  i^o  tiorethau 
their  duty  in  being  there:  to  prerdnt  it. 
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Mb.  W.  B^DMOI^D  (€Ure,  E.)  :  Is 
>t  the  Chief  Secretarj  well  aware  of 
e  fact  that  coadnct  such  as  this  on  the 
o't  of  ,X4aid  4o  Freyne,  which  causes, 

he  sajs,  iadignatiou  and  disgust,^ 
ould  never  he  attempted  by  Lord  de 
reyne  if  hi3  was  not  well  aware  that.he 
onld  receive  the  support  and  the  protee* 
[>n  of  the  police  ?  I  would  ask  him 
hether  once  and  for  all  he  will 
»w  say  that  he  will  give  orders  to  the 
>lioe  not  to  afibrd  protection  in  cases 
this  kind,  or  to  seem  to  afibrd  protect 
[>n  in  such  cades  which  have  created 
sgust  and  indignation  ? 
Mr..  J.  MOBLEY:  I  cannot,  of 
urse,  give  orders  to  the  police  not  to  be 
esent  on  occasions  when  they  are  in- 
rmed  that  a  breach  of  the  peace  is 
)B8ible  and  likely.  It  would  be  quite 
tntrary  to  any  sense  of  duty  that  I  should 
ve  such  am  order. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  :  Is  it  not  a  fact 
at  on  such  occasions  it  is  perfectly 
^torioos  that  the  presence  of  the  police 
ther  tends  than  otherwise  to  a  breach 

the  peace? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order ! 
Mb.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.)  :  Li 

not  a  fact  that  terms  were  recently 
fered  on  the  part  of  the  evicted  tenants 
Lord  de  Freyne,  and  that  they  were 
fused  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLE  Y  :  I  am  not  aware  of 
at. 

Mr,  CAJNE  (Bradford,  E.):  Did  the 
formation  as  to  a  breach  of  the  peace 
ing  likely  to  occur  come  from  Lord  de 
■eyne? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  ;  I  cannot  under- 
ke  to  describe  all  the  circumstances  of 
is  case. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  :  May  I  ask  the 
lief  Secretary  or  the  Home  Secretary 
lether  in  England  if  a  case  occurred 
which  the  landlord  sent  cattle  in  to 
imple  down  the  growing  crops  of  a 
*m  a  large  force  of  police  would  be 
lered  to  attend  ? 

[No  reply  was  given.] 

WELSH  FORESTRY  EDUCATION. 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  (Flint,  &c.) 
ked  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
Iture  what  proportion,  if  any,  of  the 
lut  given  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
¥ards  the  promotion  of  education  in 
"estry  ui  expended  io  Wales  ? 


Jd^,  H.  GARDNER:  I  have  no 
separate  fund  at  my  disposal  for  aiding' 
education  in  .Forestry  either  in  Wales, or 
elsewhere,  but  of  tbe  £8,000  provided  in 
the  Estimate  for  my  Department  for  the 
work  of  agricultural  education  generally  1 
found  myself  able  last  year  to  award  £  1 ,500 
to  the  University  College,  at  Bangor  and 
Aberystwith,  and  it  would  be  competent 
for  those  colleges  to  apply  a  portion  of 
the  grants  thus  made  to  them  to  such 
forms  of  forestry  instruction  as  are  in 
demand  in  their  respective  districts  if 
they  considered  it  desirable  to  do  so. 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  asked  th^ 
right  hon.  Grentleman  whether  he  was 
aware  that  most  of  the  oak  used  in  build- 
ing Her  Majesty's  Fleet  was  grown  in 
Wales,  and  that,  in  fact,  the  wooden 
walls  of  old  England  consisted  of  Welsh' 
timber  ? 

Mr.  H.  GARDNER  :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  put  that  question  on 
the  Paper. 

THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Mr. S.  KE a Y  (Elgin  and  Nairn)  asked 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whetheri 
having  regard  to  the  expressions  of  public 
feeling  which  had  taken  place  throughout 
the  ^ountry^  and  particularly  at  the  eon- 
ference  of  Delegates  recently  held  at 
Leeds,  against  the  rejection  by  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature  of  Bills  which 
had  been  passed  by  the  House,  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  in  accordance 
with  the  precedent  already  laid  down  by 
the  House  in  three  Resolutions  passed  on 
July  6th,  1860,  would  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  again  bringing  forward 
resolutions  directed  to  a  similar  object — 
namely,  to  guard  for  the  future  against 
an  undue  exercise  of  the  power  of  the 
Lords  to  reject  Bills  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  W.Harcourt,  Derby): 
This  is  a  large  question,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  it  can  be  dealt  with  in  the  way 
of  question  and  answer. 

ANARCHIST  PLACARDS. 
Mr.  DARLING  (Deptford)  asked  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  oould  give  the  House  any  infor- 
mation 9S  to  the  statement  which 
appeared  in  The  Westminster  Gazette 
of  that  afternoon  that  the  police 
had  seized  a  large  number  of  Anarchists* 
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placards  in  Paris  which  had  been  printed  <      AiM  whfcli  Ameddm^nl  was,-  tb  -Idave 
in  England  ?  '  out  the  word  ^  now,**  and,  at  the  eUd 

Sir  W.  HARCOUET:  I  do  not  j  of  the  Qneetion,  to  add  th^  words  "upon 
know  anything  of  the  circnmstan^ies  of  |  this  Vlay  three  months."— ^(Co/oiic/ 5a«i»i 
the  statement.  |  derson.) 

THB    SUSPENSION    OF    THE    TWELVE        Question  again  proposed,  **That  the 
O'CLOCK  RULE.  ytorH  ^  now  *  stand  part  of  the  Question.** 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (Manchester, 
E.)  :  I  should  like  to  ask  a  question  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with  regard  to 
the  Motion  that  stands  in  his  name  for  the 


Delmte  resumed. 

Mr.  HALDANE  (Haddington)  who 
said,  that  when  his  speech  was  interrapted 


suspension  of  the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule  to-  !  at  midnight  he  had  trace<l  the  history  ol 
night.  I  do  not  propose  to  object  to  that  I"8**  ^^^^^  legislation  from  1870  down  t» 
Motion,  but  it  must  not  he  understood  I  1^»7  ;  had  pointed  out  that  the  uniform 
that  in  agreeing  to  it  I  think  it  »dea  which  unlay  that  series  of  Acts  of 
possible  for  the  Del>ate  on  the  \  Parliament  was  the  dual  interest,  recog- 
Evicted  Tenants  Bill  to  close  to-  n»8ed  and  macle  equal  of  the  tenants  and 
night.  I  do  not  know  whether  theriglit  landlords  in  the  soil  ;  and  that  tlie  Bill 
hon.  Gentleman  has  come  to  the  same  ^^^  before  the  House  was  only  a  further 
conclusion  as  I  have,  that  i  1 18  impossible!  and  consequential  step  towards  the 
to  finish  the  Debate  on  the  Bill  to-night,  '  recoguitiou  of  that  interest.  He  did  not 
or  whether  he  proposes  to  sit  long  after  i  »°t«»«l  *<>  pursue  further  that  branch  of 
12  o'clock,  or  merely  proposes  to  use  the  1  ^^^  question,  but  desired  to  deal  with 
extension  of  the  time  to  allow  the  hon.  t^^e  arguments  that  had  been  put  forwaird 
Member,  who  mav  be  in  possession  of  I  last  evening  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
the  House  at  midnight  to  finish  his  '  Member  for  the  University  of  Dublin; 
speech.  '^^^^  hou.  and  learned  Member  asked  why 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  put  this  |  **'e  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Motion  down  in  the  hope  and  with  the  :  Secretary  for  Ireland  did  not  leave  the 
expectation  that  the  Debate  on '  the  I  evicted  tenants  to  enforce  their  claims 
Evicted  Tenants  Bill  might  bo  concluded  ^^^  compensation  under  the  provisions  of 
to-night,  and  not  with  the  intention  of  <  existing  legislation.  The  answer  to  that 
keeping  the  House  up  late.     I  wishe<l    argument  was  conclusive.     There  were 


rather  to  give  the  House  an  opportunity 
of  concluding  the  Debate  to-night  if  it 
were  disposed  to  do  so,  but  my  intention 


three  classcH  of  evicted  tenants,  two  of 
which  had  been  wholly  and  totally  out- 
side  of  those   provisions.      They  were^ 


is  not  to  ask  the  House  to  sit  late.  '  ^^s*'  ^^^  tenants  from  year  to  year  who 

were  evicted  before  the  Act   of    1881, 
SITTING  OP  THE   HOUSE  (EXEMPTION  ! ''"'^'    secondly,     the     leaseholders    who 

PROAf  THF  ^TAxrnrvr  nimvpN  ^^^^  evicteil  before  the  Act   of    1887. 

FROM  THE  STANDING  ORDER).  ,  ^^^^  ^j^^^^  ^j^^^^   l,,^^,  ^^,^    ^^^^.^^  ^y^^ 

Ordered —  I  beneficent   scoiie    of   the   legislation   to 

*-That   the   proceedingg    ou    the    Evictwl  !  which  he  had  referreil :  and  had  been  left 
Tenants  (I i el aiul)  Arbitration  to   the   mercy  of  the   landlords. 

dMcussion  at  Twelve  o'clock  this  night,  be  not  i  rp.  ^    .;.   i  ^.  „       f  Z.  .^  i    .  *     u  j 

interruptetl  under  the  Standing  Onler  Sittings  '  ^'*®   ^^^^  ^''^^^   ''^  evM^i^X   tenants  had 
of  the  HouHc."— OSVr  If*.  Jian-ourt,)  '  been,  it  was  true,  within  the  scope  of  that 

i  legislation,   but    they    were    now   iu    a 
ORDER    OF    THE    DAY,         i  position  which  made  it  urgently  necessary 

I  in  (he  interest  of  social  order  iu  Ireland 

'  that  something  should  Ikj  done  to  relieve 

EVICTED      TENANTS      (IRELAND)       j  ^^^^™-      '^^^^^    ^^^^    knew    the   circum- 
ARBITRATION   BILL.-(No.  176.)  1  s««^"ces  of  the  agrarian  dispute  in  Ireland, 

r  ^    knew  that  it  was  a  point  of  honour  with 

SECOND  READING,  [adjolrned  DEBATE.]  |  ^i^j^  ^i^j^,  ekss  of  evicted  tenants  not  to 
Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  !  enter  the  Courts  to  make  a  claim  for  corn- 
Debate  on  Amendment  proposed  to  Ques-  |  pensation  for  disturlmnce,  In^cause  of  con* 
tion  [19th  July],  "That  the  Bill  be  now  •  siderations  which,  whether  they  were 
read  a  second  time."  '  |  right  or  wrong,  was   immateriaf  to  the 
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le.  That  was  the  answer  to  the  argu* 
Dt  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
t  the  evicted  tenants  should  be  left  to 
iceed  under  the  existing  Acts.  He 
w  came  to  the  scheme  of  the  BHl 
1  to  the  criticism  to  which  the  hon. 
1  learned  Member  subjected  it.  Sum- 
rising  his  arguments,  the  hon.  and 
rned  Member  said  the  scheme  of  the 
1  was  unjust,  confiscatory,  and  without 
cedent ;  and  he  based  his  adjectives 
some  extent  on  argument,  but  prin- 
ally  on  strong  language.  A  greater 
^apprehension  of  what  were  the  proper 
9rence  to  be  drawn  from  the  existing 
te  of  things  in  Ireland  and  more  ex- 
ordinary    perversions   of  the   position 

the  tenants  in  Ireland  than  were 
itained  in  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
I  learned  Member  for  the  Dublin 
iversity  he  had  not  heard  for  a  long 
le.     He  hoped  to  be  able  to  show  that 

principal  arguments  of  the  hon.  and 
rued  Member — ^for  he  did  not  propose 
deal  with  all  the  hon.  and  learned 
ntleman's  arguments — were  not  well 
nded  and  were  contrary  to  well-ascer- 
jed  facts.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
n  had  described  the  tribunal  which  was 
ry  the  cases  of  the  evicted  tenants  as  a 
itical  job.      He  could  not  believe  that 

hon.  and  learned  Member  applied  that 
in  in  its  proper  sense  to  the  constitu- 
1  of  the  tribunal.  The  ordinary  mean- 

of  a  political  job  was  the  creation  of 
appointment  for  the  sake  of  someone 
3  was  to  be  benefited.  But  the  arbi- 
ters had  been  most  carefully  chosen 
the  Chief  Secretary  with  a  view  to 
ting  the  best  men  that  could  be  found 

the  positions,  and  entirely  free  from 
tisansbip.  One  of  them,  Mr.  Piers 
lite,  was  a  distinguished  equity  lawyer 
[  a  well-known  Unionist ;  the  second, 
.  Greer,  was  also  a  Unionist  ;  while 
third,  Mr.  Fottrell,  had  a  repu- 
on  of  having  succeeded  in  settling 
«tions  that  had  arisen  between 
ilords  and  tenants  in  Ireland 
-e  successfully  than  any  other  man  in 
land.  A  tribunal  constituted  as  this 
)  must  command  confidence.  Its 
olions  were  to  deal  with  a  social 
urgency,  with  a  situation  of  great 
iculty,  in  a  way  that  would  cause  the 
It  friction,  to  aet  as  a  medium  through 
>m  Inndlords  and  tenants  might  come 
dther  to  settle  their  difficulties.  It 
ht  be  asked  why  matters  were  not  left 


to  proceed  under  Section  13  of  the  Aet 
of  1891.     All  parties  were  agreed  that 
that  section  had  failed,  though  there  was 
considerable  dispute  as  to   the    reasons 
which  brought  about   its  failure.     The 
Leader  of  the  Opposition   had  said  that 
it  would    have   attained   the   object    in 
view  if  only  the  tenants  had   been  left 
alone  and  had  not  been  intimidated.  This 
matter  had    been    investigated    by   the 
Mathew  Commission,  who  gave   various 
reasons  why  the  clause  had  been  inopera- 
tive, but  they  declared  that  there  was  no 
evidence   of   any   attempt   having    been 
made  to  induce  the  tenants  not  to  avail 
of   the   section.      It   was   sufficient  for 
present  purposes  that  the  section  had  not 
been  successfully  applied,  and  that  some 
other   step    was   necessary    to  heal  the 
social  evil  in  Ireland.      That  step  was 
proposed  by  this  Bill  with  the  object  of 
bringing  landlords  and  tenants  together 
and  putting  the  tenants  back  on  the  laud. 
So  far  as  compulsory  powers  went,  the 
Bill  applied  only  to  holdings  which  were 
vacant  or  in  the  occupation  of  the  land- 
lord.    There  was  nothing  in  the  Bill  to 
interfere  with,  in  any  way,  the  rights  of 
existing   tenants.      The  procedure   was 
simple,  because  it  was  founded  upon  the 
assumption  that  the  arbitrators  were  to 
be  trusted  to  do  justice  between  man  and 
man,  and   were  therefore  invested  with 
large  discretionary  powers.     In  the  first 
place,  the  Commissioners  had  to  consider 
whether    there     was     a    prima    facie 
case    for    reinstatement.       There    was 
no      difficulty      or      ambiguity      about 
j  making     out     a     prinm     facie      case. 
Paragraphs  38  to  42  of  the  Report  of  the 
Mathew  Commission    showed   the    per- 
sonal and  local  circumstances  which  en*> 
tered  into  the  question  whether  it  was 
desirable    that   an   applicant  should    be 
reinstated.     There  were  public   circum- 
stances to  be  taken  into  account,  such  as' 
whether  the    reinstatement  of  a  tenant 
would  tend  to  the  peace  and  good  order 
of  the  district ;  and  also  personal  circum- 
stances, such  as  whether  any  injustice' 
was  done  to  the  individual  in  the  eviction.. 
Having  decided  that  there  was  a  primii 
facie  case  for  reinstatement,  the  arbitra- 
tors made  a  conditional  order,  and  the 
landionl    was    entitled  to  come  in  and 
show  why  the  order  should  not  be  oonade 
absolute.     In  all  that  there  was  nothing 
new.     The  free-sale  clause  of  the  Land)  r 
Act  ^f  1881  left  more  difficult  questions  j    ■ 
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to  be  decided  by  the  Cmirts.  Under  that 
clause,  if  the  landlord  objected  to  the  new 
tenant  who  purchased  tha  old  tenant's 
property  in  the  fann,  the  Court  was  to 
dive  into  the  mind  of  the  landlord  and  to 
consider  his  motives  and  the  reasonable- 
ness of  his  refusal.  The  29th  section 
of  the  Laud  Act  of  1887  gave  power 
to  Commissioners  to  reduce  rents  merely 
upon  their  own  unfettered  discretion  and 
opinion,  without  hearing  evidence  or 
counsel  as  to  the  prices  of  agricultural 
produce  prevailing  in  the  particular  dis- 
trict. If  the  arbitrators  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  tenant  had  made  out 
his  case,  they  made  absolute  the  order 
for  his  reinstatement ;  and  even  then 
came  into  operation  provisions  which  fur- 
ther sheltered  the  landlord — namely,  the 
purchase  clauses  of  the  Act  of  1891. 
Dealing  with  this  part  of  the  Bill  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin 
University  said  that  it  introduced  the  en- 
tirely new  and  novel  principle  of  taking 
property  of  which  one  man  was  in  occu- 
pation against  his  will  and  transferring 
it  to  another  persou,  and  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  things  which  the  Act  of 
1881  allowed  comparable  to  the  things 
sanctioned  by  this  Bill.  When  he 
said  that  nothing  in  the  Act  of  1887 
was  comparable  to  this  Bill,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  must  haVe  forgotten 
that  Section  13  of  that  Act,  among  other 
things,  provided  that^  when  a  landlord  had 
his  contract  of  tenancy  violated  and  had 
brought  ejectment  proceedings,  the 
tenant  was  stilt  entitled  to  ask  the  Court 
to  stay  proceedings  in  order  that 
a  fair  rent  might  be  fixed.  In 
the  present  case,  of  course,  there  was 
no  tenant  in  occupation,  but  he  could  not 
5ee  the  difference  between  a  man  who 
had  no  legal  right  in  the  farm,  who  was 
there  as  a  wrong-doer,  and  a  man  who 
had  gone  out  of  occupation.  In  the  Act 
of  1887  the  very  same  provision  was  re- 
peated in  substantially  the  same  terms  ; 
and,  as  he  had  said,  under  the  free-sale 
clause  of  the  Act  of  1881  a  tenant  might 
be  put  into  a  farm  of  whom  tlie  landlord 
knew  nothing  and  with  whom  he  might 
wish,  perhaps,  to  have  nothing  to  do. 
The  principles  of  those  Acts  were  based 
on  the  fact  that  the  interest  of  the  tenant 
was  as  good  as  the  landlord's  in  the  soil, 
aod  it  was  that  dual  ownership  in  the  land 
that  was  sought  to  be  further  protected 
by  this  Bill.  But  it  was  not  necessary  to  go 
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to  Ireland  to  find  a  precedent  of  a  Qrovern- 
ment  taking  land  in  the  occupation  of  fl 
landlord  and  handing  it  over  to  a  tenant, 
whom  possibly  the  landlord  would  rathei 
not ;  have.  Only  a  few  weeks  ago  Par- 
liament carried  the  Parish  Councils  Act, 
a  clause  of  which  enabled  the  County 
Council  compulsorily  to  hire  land,  to 
take  it  out  of  the  occupation  of  the 
owner,  whether  the  owner  liked  it  or 
not,  and  use  it  for  allotments,  and  that 
was  a  precedent  which  it  was  also  pro- 
posed to  follow  in  the  Local  Government 
Bill  for  Scotland.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  University  further 
said — 

'*You  are  not  only  doing  this  wrongly  and 
without  precedent,  but  you  are  doing  it  without 
giving  adequate  compcnaation  to  the  landlord ; 
you  are  taking  away  the  landlord's  property 
without  pfiving  him  adequate  compensation." 

The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
cannot  have  examined  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill.  It  was  true  that  the 
Bill  proposed  that  the  tenant  was  to  be 
reinstated  in  the  holding,  and  pre- 
sumably at  the  old  rent ;  but  there  was  a 
section — which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  had  overlooked  —  which  pro- 
vided that  the  land  should  be  subject  to 
a  fair  rent,  fixed  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Land  Act  of  1881,  and  under  that 
section  any  improvements  which  the 
landlord  might  have  effected  in  the  hold- 
ing, while  it  was  in  his  possession,  would 
be  taken  into  account  by  the  Sub-Com- 
missioners in  determining  the  rent  of  the 
holding.  Therefore,  it  was  not  true  to 
say  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
no  compensation  would  be  given  to  the 
landlord,  for  compensation  would  be 
given  and  would  be  fixed  by  a  tribunal 
which  no  one  would  say  had  been  unfair 
to  the  landlords  of  Ireland.  The  hon 
and  learned  Member  also  said  that  it  wae 
a  monstrous  thing  to  go  back  to  187S 
— 15  years  ago — to  include  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bill  all  tenants  evicte4  siuc< 
then  ;  and  that  such  a  course  was  con- 
trary to  the  analogy  of  the  Statute  of 
Limitations.  What  had  the  House  tc 
do  with  the  Statute  of  Limitations  in  i 
question  of  this  kind  ?  They  were  settling 
a  broad  question  of  policy.  They  wen 
not  prescribing  limitations  within  whicli 
a  Court  was  to  give  judgment ;  but  thej 
were  providing  for  tenants  evicted  8inc< 
1879,  and  in  so  doing  they  were  follow 
ing  the  analogy  of  Section    13   of    tb< 
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of  1891,  which  was  introduced  bj 
present  Leader  of  the  OppositioDj 
)ther  argument  of  the  hon.  and 
ned  Member  which,  he  confessed, 
d  him  with  astonishment  was  that 
Bill  would  apply  to  holdings  of 
Ty  kind  ;  and  that  the  case  of  a  man 
)  was  evicted  from  a  house  in  Dublin 
years  ago  would  come  under  its 
ration.  Again,  he  should  ask,  Had 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  read  the 
? — had  he  looked  at  the  Definition 
use,  which  said  that  the  word 
>lding  '^  was  meant  as  defined  by  the 
id  Act  of  1B8I  ?  If  the  hon.  and 
ned  Gentleman  would  look  at  Clause 
of  the  Act  of  1881  he  would  find 
definition  of  "  holding."  What  was 
nded  was  perfectly  plain,  and  no 
irt  would  have  any  difficulty  in  coming 
.  conclusion  in  the  matter. 
1r.  CARSON  asked  whether  the 
)le  of  the  o8th  section  of  the  Act  of 
1  was  iuekided  in  the  Bill  ?  The 
.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  wrong 
saying  that  that  section  was  the 
nit  ion  siection. 

Ir.  HALD ANE  said,  he  was  told  by 
3e  responsible  for  the  Bill  that  it  was 
intention  of  the  draftsman  to  apply 
he  word  "  holding "  in  the  Bill  the 
nition  in  the  Act  of  1881.  For 
iself  he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt 
t  the  Court  would  have  no  difficulty 
ionstrning  the  provisions  of  the  Bill ; 
if  there  was  aoythiug  wrong  iu  the 
iter — and  he  did  not  believe  there 
s — it  could  beset  right  in  Committee, 
my  ease,  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
learned  Member  that  the  Bill  could 
applied  to  houses  in  Dublin  was 
urd. 

Ir.  CARSON :  Does  it  ap[dy  to 
lesnes  ? 

Ik.  HALDANE  replied  that  tlie 
id  Act  of  1881  expressly  excluded 
u  parks.  Another  suggestion  of  the 
I.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  that 
\  Bill  would  be  applied  to  purchasing 
itats.  He  could  hardly  believe  his 
\  when  he  heard  that  suggestion, 
lere  a  tenant  had  purchased  his 
ling  the  landlord  had  no  legal  occupa- 
L  of  the  land,  and  the  Bill  applied 
f  to  holdings  where  the  landlord  was 
occupation,  and  where  there  was  no 
int.  It  was  abundantly  plain  that 
er  no  possible  circumstances  would 
position  of  the  purchase  tenants  be 


marred  iu  the.  slightest  dqgree.  The 
hoo..  and  learned  Member  also  described 
some  cases  of.  hardship  which  he  argued 
wene  ptossible  under  the  BUI.  It  was. 
easy  to  imagine  thousands  of  casea  which 
wQuld  be  hard  if  they  happened  ;  but  the 
answer  was  thi^t  here  was  pet  up  a 
tribunal  composed  of  trusted  men,  the 
majority  of  whom  shared  the :  political 
opinions  of  the  Irish  landlords,  to  whom 
Parliament  had  given  large  discretionary 
powers,  who  would  see  that  no  injustice 
was  done  to  anyone  in  the  administratiou 
of  the  Act,  and  who  would  certainly  not 
put  into  thp  holdings  the  ragamuffin 
tenants  to  which  the  hou.  and  learned 
Member  had  alluded.  The  hou.  and 
learne>d  Member,  in  alluding  to  the 
clause  which  enabled  the  arbitrators,  if 
they  thought  the  holding  was  an 
insufficient  security,  owing  to  the 
deterioration,  for  an  advance  for  pur- 
chase, to  demand  additional  security, 
said  that  the  interest  of  the  tenant 
in  such  a  case  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient security  for  the  advance  of  public 
money.  .  But  the  very  words  of  that 
section  were  the  words  of  the  13th  sec- 
tion of  the  Act  of  1891.  They  were 
words  drafted  and  approved  of  by  the 
late  Government,  and  the  draftsman 
of  the  present  Bill  had  simply  taken  this 
provision — this  very  useful  provision— 
from  the  Act  of  1891,  which  the 
arbitrators  might  be  entrusted  to  exercise 
sensibly.  Then  came  the  question  of 
"the  planters."  But  the  Bill  did  not 
propose  to  confer  any  powers  upon  this 
or  any  other  tribunal  for  evicting  tenants 
who  were  actiially  in  occupation.  If 
those  tenants  did  not  wish  to  go  they 
need  not  go,  and  they  would  not  be 
asked  to  go.  They  would  have  a  con- 
ditional order  served  on  them,  and  then 
thej  would  have  the  opportunity  of 
coming  forward  and  expressing  their 
will,  and  whatever  their  will  was  their 
legal  rights  would  be.  It  was  suggested 
that  if  the  Bill  were  passed  the  planters 
would  be  exposed  to  intimidation  and 
violence.  But  those  planters  were  not 
new  arrivals  on  the  scene.  Many  of 
them  had  lived  on  their  holdings  since 
1 879.  They  had  become  "  land-grabbers  " 
— to  use  the  expression  applied  to  them 
— a  long  time  since,  and  they  would  not 
become  land-grabbers  the  more  by  refusing 
to  leave  their  holdings  under  this  Bill,  and 
having  escaped  destruction  all  those  years. 
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it  was  hardly  possible  that  that  doom 
would  reach  them  in  the  year  1894. 
Had  there  been  a  time  in  the  whole  of 
the  last  20  years  when  Ireland  had 
been  more  peaceable  and  more  free  from 
disturbance  than  at  the  present  time  ? 
To  say  that  those  men  would  run  a 
serious  risk  of  outrage  under  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Bill  was  really  to  bring  for- 
ward  an  argument  that  was  not  serious. 
He  had  endeavoured  to  put  before  the 
House  considerations  which  seemed  to 
him  to  make  it  right  that  this  Bill  or 
some  proposals  of  tbe  same  shape  or 
form  should  become  law.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  lines  upon  which  the  Bill  pro- 
ceeded were  the  only  lines  on  which  it  was 
possible  to  deal  with  the  social  problem 
in  Ireland.  Remember,  it  was  only  a  few 
days  ago  when  all  Parties  in  the  House 
were  agreed  that  the  question  of  the 
evicted  tenants  needed  settlement,  and 
that  that  settlement  could  be  accom- 
plished by  setting  up  such  a  tribunal  as 
was  proposed  in  the  Bill  and  giving  it  a 
sufficient  grant  of  money  for  the  purpose. 
In  fact,  the  only  objection  then  urged 
against  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
Was  founded  on  the  contention  that  the 
funds  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  tribunal 
were  insufficient.  That  defect  had  now 
been  cured.  It  was  proposed  to  give 
£250,000  to  the  tribunal,  and,  judging  by 
tbe  calculations  made  by  the  Mathew 
Commission,  that  sum  ought  to  be  more  ' 
than  sufficient  to  accomplish  the  end  in 
view.  He  wished  this  matter  had  been 
approached  in  the  spirit  which  had  been 
evinced  not  only  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Bodmin  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone,  but  by 


persons  who  had  a  greater  interest  in  the    side  of  the  House  had  a  monopoly   c 
^l>'\uU    o«:i    •«.!    ^    — ^»*^^  -._i__   •-.    ^_    gentiments  of  compassion  for  the  evicte 


Irish   soil    and    a   greater  stake  in    the 
country.     He  referred  last  night  to  an 


article    by    Lord     Monteagle^  in     The 
Nineteenth    Century    for    June, 
should  like  to  read  an  extract  from  that 
article — 

"  I  approach  the  subject  from  an  Irish  point, 
disregardinj?  party  considerations,  I  shall  try, 
moreover,  to  treat  it  withont  any  landlord  bias, 
and,  especially  at  the  ootsety  I  wish  to  disclaim 
any  sympathy  with  the  vindiative  feelings  im- 
puted (though  I  am  sure  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases  unfairly)  to  the  landlords  affecte»i.  I 
heartily  endorse  every  word  quoted  by  Mr. 
Morley  from  Mr.  Balfour's  speech  in  im\,  on 
the  13tb  clause  of  the  Act  of  that  year  r^'And 
for  my  own  part,  if  I  were  an  Irish  landlord, 
even  if  it  were  not  wholly  to  my  own  personal 
and  pecuniary  interest,  I  should  desire  to  restore 
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peace  to  that  ^rt  of  the  country  in  which  n 
property  was  situated,  and  to  see  that  on  fai 

equitable,  and  ercn  generous  terms  the  tenan 
were  restored  to  their  ancient  homes/  Su< 
vindictive  feelings  operating  as  a  bar  to  rei 
statement  of  solvent  tenants  I  believe  to  1 
quite  exceptional,  though  Undlords  who  ha 
been  attacked  by  the  Plan,  would  be  more  thi 
human  if  they  felt  very  charitably  disposed  ev( 
towards  the  tools  of  that  conspiracy.  But 
would  be  wiser,  in  my  opinion,  to  affonl  a  Ivc 
ptyaitenliie  even  to  tbe  ringleaders,  if  solvei 
or  capable  by  an^  means  of  retrieving  the 
character  aiid  position.*' 

Those  views  were  the  views  of  a  gr» 
many  of  the  landlords  of  Ireland.  h 
crusted  that  they  would  prevail  in  tl 
House  of  Commons,  They  could  n( 
hope  for  finality  through  a  Bill  of  thi 
kind  ;  they  could  not  hope  that  the  Bi 
would  solve  this  difficult  and  iutricai 
social  problem  in  Ireland,  but  it  wi 
certainly  a  step  in  the  right  directioi 
and  a  step  in  the  only  direction  possible 
and  he  believed  that  if  hon.  Gentleme 
opposite  would  only  consider  the  matti 
in  a  fair  and  reasonable  spirit  they  wonl 
come  to  the  same  conclusion.  He  hope 
it  was  not  too  late  for  tho  House  as 
whole  to  approach  the  question  in  a  spir 
that  was  above  Party  ;  and  he  truste 
in  the  interest  of  the  evicted  tenants,  i 
the  iuteiest  of  the  landlords  of  Irelam 
and  last,  but  not  least,  in  the  interest  c 
this  British  House  of  Commons,  that  th 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  would  b 
passed  without  a  hostile  Division. 

Mr.  barton  (Armagh,  Mid)  saic 
that  no  one  could  find  fault  with  the  ton 
and  substance  of  the  speech  of  the  hoc 
and  learned  Member  for  Haddington 
but  be  could  assure  the  hon.  Grentiema 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  thinking  that  hi 


tenants,  or  of  the  desire  to  see  justic 
done  to  them.     The  part  of  his  speech  i 


He  I  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  least  sue 
cessfnl,  and  in  which  he  entirely  faile 
to  carry  the  House  with  him,  was  th 
part  in  which  he  tried  to  answer  th 
convincing  speech  delivered  last  night  b 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dublin  Uuiversitj 
Nobody  who  had  heard  that  speecl 
which  had  so  deeply  impressed  theHous< 
would  say— nor,  indeed,  did  he  thin 
even  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  fo 
Haddington  supposed  it — that  the  speed 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  ha 
afforded  even  the  fragment  of  an  answe 
to  the  convincing  arguments  of  the  hoc 
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er  for  Dnblin  University  against  the  ' 
T!ie  hon.  atid  learned  Member  for 
ngtoD  bad  dealt  with  the  Bill  from 
oints  of  view— ^from  the  point  of 
>f  the  law  and  from  the  point  of 
if  the  facts.  He  Was  bound  to  dis- 
with  the  facts  of  the  hon.  atid 
1  Gentleman  when  h^  fodnd  that 
Mi  been  produced  from  the  Report  of 
icted  Tenatits  Commission.  He  had 
joined  in  any  disrespectful  observa- 
m  the  distinguished  Judge  who  had 
od  at  that  Commission  ;  but  he  said 
le  way  the  evidence  was  given — 
rn,  untested  by  cross-examination, 
lanswered  by  any  evidence  on  the 
side — would  deter  anyone  who  de- 
to  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  from 
r  the  slightest  attention  to  the  con- 
is  of  the  Commission.  He  Would 
sworn  statutory  declaration  made 
.  Long  of  Waterford,  which  would 
%te  the  way  the  evidence  was  col- 
A  witness  was  asked — 

w  coaLcl  you  have  given  such  evidence, 
frou  must  have  known  to  be  untrue  ?  " 

nswer  was — 

e  you  will  not  blame  me  when  I  tell  you 
ey  gave  me  8s.  a  day,  paid  my  tram  fares, 
)k  me  to  all  the  shows  in  Dublin.  They 
jtored  my  pfengion  of  £10  a  mouth,  and 
ow  getting  it  regular." 

was  only  one  example  of  the  statu- 
eclarations  which  had  been  made 
number  of  estates  to  answer  the 
»rn  statements  made  before  the 
lission.  Therefore,  the  evidence  on 
i  the  hoD.  and  learned  Gentleman 
Bd  his  facts  was  absolutely  unre- 
and  absolutely  nrisleading.     With 

I  to  the  legal  arguments  of  the  hon. 
arned  Member,  he  would  not  argue 
lim  as  to  the  compulsory  clauses  of 
ah  Acts  of  Parliament ;  but  when 
m.  and  learned  Men^ber  came  into 
;t  with  snch  a  distinguished  Irish 
r  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Dublin 
irsity  as  to  Irish  law,  no  one  would 
te  in  accepting  the  views  of  the 
dember  for  Dublin  University.  The 
ilember  for  Haddington  said  that 
lad  itt  the  Land  Ar*t  of  1881  a  pre- 
^  for  the  compulsory  putting  of  a 
5  on  the  property  of  a  landlord.  Bnt 
was  no  analogy  between  the  two 
at  all.     Fn  the  case  under  the  Act 

II  there  was  an  existing  tenancy  ; 
was  a  tenant  in  possession,  and  it 
'nly  a  change  from  that  tenant  to 


another  tenant  who  came  in  und^r  that 
principle  of  free  sale.  But  the  case  in 
this  Bill  Was  that  of  a  landlord  who 
had  his  own  property  in  his  Own  hands  ; 
and  who  had  a  tenant  forced  in  on  that 
property  against  his  wishes.  The  hon. 
and  learnt  Gentleman  also  said  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dubfin  University 
was  wrong  as  to  the  definition  of 
"holding*'  in  the  Bill ;  that  the  defini- 
tion was  the  definition  of  "holding"  in 
the  Laud  Act  of  1881,  and  he  quoted 
Section  58  of  the  Act  in  support  of  his 
argument.  He  had  not  the  Act  with 
him,  but,  speaking  from  recollection,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  had  left  out 
words  which  wonld  show  that  he  was 
wrong,  and  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dublin  University  was  right. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Tbe  words  are— 

"  This  Act,  with  the  exception  of  so  much 
thereof  as  amends  the  Landlord  and  Tenant 
(Ireland)  Act,  1870,  in  respect  of  compensation 
for  improvements,  and  with  the  exception  of 
Part  Five  of  this  Act,  shall  not  apply  to 
teuancies  in."    . 

Mr.  barton  said,  that  was 
his  point.  The  Act  of  1881  did  not 
include  those  tenants.  And  what  was 
further,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tbe 
Chief  Secretary  on  the  previous  night 
conld  not  answer  the  question  put  to 
him  as  to  whether  demesne  lands,  pas- 
ture holdings,  and  town  parks  came 
within  the  scope  of  the  Bill.  Categorical 
questions  were  put  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  each  of  those  points,  and 
the  answer  in  each  case  was  "  We  shall 
see."  This  point,  however,  was  impor- 
tant because  the  Bill  provided  that  where 
a  tenant  was  reinstated  under  its 
provisions  he  should  become  a  present 
tenant ;  so  that  while  the  honest  tenant; 
the  pasture  tenant,  the  town  park  tenant, 
and  the  demesne  land  tenant  would  be 
unable  to  come  in  and  claim  to  have  a 
fair  rent  fixed,  the  dishonest  tenant, 
he  who  had  been  evicted  under 
the  Plan  of  Campaign,  would  be 
able  to  acquire  all  the  rights  under  the 
Land  Act  which  the  ordinary  tenant  in 
Ireland  wolild  have.  He  did  not  think 
it  wonld  be  contended  that  the  word 
"holding"  in  the  Bill  did  not  include 
every  *Miolding  "  in  Ireland.  What  was 
the  rest  of  the  answer  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  ?  He  appeared  to 
stake  everything  on  the  personnel  of 
this  tribunal.    They  asked  what  security  . 
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was  there  that  the  va^e  aud  indefijiite 
powers  unknowp  to  the  law  which  were 
conferred  on  it  by  this  Bill  would  be 
exercised  properly  ?  and  they  asserted 
that  the  House  had  no  right?  to  make 
laws  according  to  which  the  rights  and 
property  of  tenants  would  be  dependent, 
not  upon  the  luw  of  the  land^  but  on  the 
individual  persons  who  composed  this 
tribunal.  They  asserted,  further,  that 
there  was  no  precedent  for  such  a  proposal, 
and  nothing  showed  the  injustice  of  the 
Bill  more  than  that  reliance  upon  the 
sense  of  justice  of  the  Commissioners — 
this  falling  back  absolutely  and  solely  on 
the  personnel  of  the  tribunal,  and  this 
assertion  that  they  must  trust  entirely  to 
the  justice  of  these  men.  He  and  his 
friends  declined  thus  to  sacrifice  principle 
to  personality.  But  what  about  the 
personnel  of  the  Commission  ?  Nothing 
was  more  difficult  and  more  unpleasant 
to  him  to  have  to  criticise  particular  indi- 
viduals who  were  known  to  him  ;  but  this 
he  would  say  :  that  nobody  could  assert 
that  Messrs.  Fottrell  and  Greer  were  on 
the  side  of  the  landlords,  or  that  they 
would  be  on  the  side  of  the  new  tenants. 
He  had  not  a  word  to  say  against  these 
gentlemen  personally  ;  he  did  not  even 
know  Mr.  Greer  ;  but  this  he  would  say 
— that  in  his  opinion  they  were  not  men 
with  that  backbone  aud  of  that  firmness 
and  fortitude  of  character  necessary  tp 
enable  tliem  to  deal  with  the  problems 
that  would  be  presented  to  them  under 
the  working  of  this  Bill,  nor  would  he  be 
willing  to  entrust  the  administration  of 
such  wide  powers  to  them.  Again,  what 
security  had  they  that  Mr.  White  would 
remain  on  the  Commission  ?  When  the 
Mathew  Commission  was  constituted  a 
Member  was  placed  upon  it  in  whom 
they  could  trust.  But  what  happened  ? 
Hardly  had  it  commenced  its  investiga- 
tions before  that  gentleman  realised  that 
a  task  had  been  imposed  upon  him  which 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  perform. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
argued  that  they  should  let  bygones  be 
bygones,  that  there  should  be  a  develop- 
ment of  Clause  13  of  the  Land  Act  of  1891, 
that  a  great  social  plague  should  be  cured, 
and  that  a  difficulty  should  be  removed 
from  the  path  of  the  Unionist  Party. 
What  did  this  mean  ?  He  joined  with 
every  Member  of  the  House  in  saying 
that  mere  resentment  against  the  tenants 
was  neither  statesmanlike,  humane,  nor 

Mr,  Barton 


pglitiCr  and  he  hoped  that:  thfs  vote  of 
man  would  }>e  regulated  by  such  a  feeli 
of  resentment.  They,  yrere  willing 
admit  the  attractive  character  of  t 
appeal  so  far  as  it  did  not  interfere  wi 
the  lawful  rights  of  other  citizens.  Th 
might  forgive  those  who  had  broken  t 
laws,  but  at  the  same  time  they  must  i 
forget  that  there  was  one  class  of  w 
who  deserved  nothing  but  consideratic 
Let  them  take  the  case  of  the  landlo 
who  had  offended  in  no  way  against  t 
law.  He  was  offered  the  alternati 
either  of  accepting  a  tenant  who  was  c 
noxious  to  him  or  insolvent,  or  both, 
to  sell  his  property  at  a  price  which, 
it  was  to  be  fair  to  the  State  or  t 
tenant,  must  be  unfair  to  him.  Besid< 
what  security  had  the  landlord  that  t 
rent  of  the  new  tenant  would  be  pai( 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  t( 
them  he  would  be  compensated  by  t 
Government,  and  that  he  would  have 
rent  fixed  for  his  land.  But  wl 
security  was  there  that  a  single  penny 
that  rent  would  be  paid  ?  In  most 
these  cases  the  tenant  was  insolve 
and  he  was  to  be  helped  by  the  State 
pay  even  a  small  composition  for  arrea 
Again,  there  was  no  power  in  the  Bill 
compensate  a  landlord  who  had  spc 
money  in  the  improvement  of  his  p: 
perty  during  the  interval.  Hia  hon.  a 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Dub 
University  on  the  previous  night  quot 
the  case  of  a  tenant  evicted  for  re 
arrears  to  the  amount  of  £1,200.  T 
landlord  resumed  poesession  ;  he  fou 
the  farm  buildings  and  farm  very  mu 
deteriorated ;  he  spent  considerable  sui 
on  gettiog  them  into  proper  conditi 
and  last  year  he  made  £600  upon  it, 
£200  more  than  the  rent.  Was  t 
tenant  in  that  case  to  have  a  right  to  i 
instatement  r  Was  the  landlord  to  ha 
no  compensation  for  his  outlay  ?  T 
hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Meml 
for  Haddington  suggested  that  perhaps  t 
tribunal  would  refuse  to  reinstate  in  su 
a  c^se.  But  what  would  Jiappen  to  the  pi 
sent  tenant  ?  What  chance  of  social  ore 
would  there  be  under  such  circumstance 
The  new  tenant  had  the  terrible  alien 
tive  either  to  leave  with  compensation 
I  the  shape  of  one  yearns  rent,  or  to 
'  boycotted,  intimidated,  and  possil 
killed.  Nobody  would  deny  that  a  m 
who  remained  on  a  farm  under  such  c 
cumstanoes  would  do  so  at  the  risk  of  1 
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him.  The  liod^si'Md  Solvent  tenant 
was  onlj  accepted  as  a  purchaser  with  a 
guarantee  deposit,  consisting  of  one- 
^fth  of  the  purchase-money  kept  back. 
But  the  insolvent  tenant  was  to  he 
accepted  without  any  guarantee  deposit. 
He  ventured  to  assert  that  this  was  most 
unjust,  unequal,  and  unbusiness-like,  and 
he  hoped  that  the  taxpayers  of  this 
country  would  realise  the  risks  that  were 
thus  being  imposed  on  them.  It  was  said 
that  the  Bill  was  only  a  development  of 
Clause  13  of  the  Land  Purchase  Act. 
There  was  not  a  shadow  of  foundation 
for  the  suggeation.  Under  that  clause 
no  property  was  taken  from  anyone,  and 
still  less  was  it  taken  without  compensa- 
tion ;  but  under  this  Bill  the  landlord's 
property  was  taken  compulsorily  and 
without  compensation.  Under  Clause 
13,  again,  no  landlord  could  be  forced 
either  to  accept  an  obnoxious  or  insolvent 
tenant,  or  to  sell  his  property  at  a  price 
fixed  by  a  temporary  tribunal,  but  that 
was  what  the  Bill  did.  The  clause  did 
not  force  any  tenant  on  the  State  at  the 
discretion  of  a  temporary  tribunal  ;  and 
it  did  not  interfere  with  any  new  tenant 
who  had  taken  land  and  made  it  his  own. 
Under  the  Bill  the  new  tenant  must  go 
out,  or  remain  to  be  the  target  of  intimi- 
dation and  possible  outrage.  There  was 
no  objection  to  re-enacting  Clause  1 3,  in 
as  far  as  it  enabled  a  tenant,  if  he  were 
solvent  and  had  the  landlord's  consent^ 
to  purchase  his  holding.  The  Chief 
Secretary's  chief  point  was  that  this  Bill 
would  settle  a  great  difficulty  in  Ireland. 
If  that  were  so,  no  doubt  many  Members 
would  be  prepared  and,  indeed,  willing  to 
make  many  sacrifices  of  principle.  But 
would  it  settle  the  question  ?  What  did 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Harbour  Divi- 
sion of  Dublin  say  on  this  point  ?  He 
was  an  authoritative  witness,  and  he  said 
that,  so  far  from  settling  the  question, 
the  Bill  would  disturb  Irish  society  ;  it 
would  lead  to  disorder,  contention,  and 
strife.  Would  it  stop  crime  and  dis- 
order ?  No  ;  the  hon.  Member  told  them 
it  would  be  an  additional  incentive  to 
crime  and  disorder,  and  would  lead  to 
agitation  far  worse  than  had  ever  been 
seen  in  Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  said 
to  the  evicted  tenants  that  if  they  did  not 
make  the  position  uncomfortable  for  a 
man  who  had  a  farm,  and  if  public 
opinion  was  not  strong  enough  to  drive 
him  out  of  it, there  was  no  hope  for  them. 


Were  they  to  let  bygones  be  bygones 
irms  80  unjust  as  these  ?  They  could 

But  ihere  were  other  tenants  in 
iud  who  had  to  be  considered — 
nts  who  had  been  reinstated  by  their 
lords  before  this  Bill  came  into 
ation.  What  was  their  position  ? 
re  had  been  a  number  of  such  cases, 
three  estates  tenants  had  been  re- 
nted, some  paying  six,  some  four,  and 
majority  two  years'  arrears.  Such 
s  had  occurred  on  the  Cloncurry 
bte  where  the  restored  tenants  had 
i  granted  31  years'  lease  of  pasture 
,  and  on  the  Olphert  Estate,  where 
imber  of  tenants  had  been  put  in  as 
re  tenants  on  paying  two  years'  rent 
I  costs.  It  surely  was  apparent  that 
ttten  who  had  resisted  the  law,  and 

would  be  restored  under  this  Bill 
Id  be  more  favourably  situated  than 
men  who  had  submitted  to  the  law, 
who  had  been  reinstated  in  a  legi- 
^te  manner  on  payment  of  a  certain 
unt  of  arrears.  He  had  consulted 
tenant-farmers  in  his  own  const i- 
cy  and  they  had  expressed  their  pro- 
id  indignation  against  the  Bill,  which 
'  said  was  an  insult  and  an  outrage 
5very  honest  tenant.  They  had 
cted  him  as  their  Representative  to 
}se  the  Bill  as  far  as  he  could.  What 
the  position  of  the  ordinary  solvent 
,nt  compared  with  the  tenant  who 
Id  come  under  the  Bill  ?  As  to 
ars,  the  honest  tenant  was  liable  for 

years'  arrears ;  he  could  be  made 
kmpt  for  them,  and  he  could  be 
ted  for  one  year's  arrears.  The 
ted  tenant  under  the  Bill  had  the 
$fit  of  a  compulsory  composition, 
3r  which  he  need  pay  only  one  year's 
Eirs.  As  to  arrears,  many  an  honest 
nt  had  his  house  in  bad  repair,  and 
lad  to  pay  for  the  repairs  out  of  his 

pocket.  But  the  evicted  tenant 
>se  house  was  in  bad  repair,  perhaps 
kuse  of  his  resistance  to  the  bailiffs, 
to  have  £50  to  effect  repairs.     Was 

a  fair  and  equal  arrangement  as  be- 
3n  honest  and  dishonest  men.  As  to 
ihase,  the  honest  tenant,  if  he  wished 
)uy  his  farm,  must  go  to  the  Land 
imission,  a  permanent  Public  Depart- 
t,  which  required  the  strictest 
irity  for  the  advance.  But  the 
ted  tenant  did  not  go  to  a  Public  De- 
ment, bat  to  a  tempOTBxy  tribunal 
ted  for  the  purpose  df  reinstating 
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Mr.  T.  HARRINGTON  (Dublin, 
Harbour) :  I  am  sorry  to  interrupt  the 
hoD.  and  learned  Gentleman,  but  that 
was  not  my  language  as  applied  to  the 
Bill,  but  as  to  one  very  inadequate  provi- 
sion of  it,  which  allowed  the  tenant-right 
of  an  evicted  tenant  to  he  taken  by  the 
new  tenant  without  compensation. 

Mr.  barton  said,  be  admitted  the 
hon.  Member  was  an  authority  to  whom 
they  ought  to  listen.  But  the  whole  of 
his  speech  was  directed  to  the  fact  that 
compulsory  powers  were  not  to  be 
applied  to  the  new  tenant*  All  theKe 
great  sacrifices  of  principle  were  to  be 
made,  while  one  of  the  most  trustworthy 
witnesses  on  the  subject  declared  that 
they  wonld  not  settle  the  difficulty.  It 
was  said  that  the  Bill  would  remove  a 
difficulty  from  the  path  of  the  Unionist 
Party.  But  he  denied  that  the  Unionist 
Party  had  made  pledges  which  they 
could  not  roileem.  That  was  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  Government,  far  more  than 
disorder.  Right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentle- 
men now  seated  on  the  Ministerial 
Benches  had  made  pledges  which  they 
now  found  it  difficult  to  fulfil.  The 
Amendment  left  Unionists  perfectly  free 
to  do  justice  in  this  matter  at  any  time. 
The  Unionist  Party  when  they  came  into 
Office  would  not  find  themselves  bound, 
like  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
was,  in  dealing  with  the  Irish  evicted 
tenants'  question,  by  pledges  and  preju- 
dices. All  the  Unionist  Party  wished  was 
to  do  justice,  and  that  was  the  extent  of 
their  pledges  and  of  their  declarations. 
The  Unionist  Members  had  some  diffi- 
culty in  finding  out  what  were  the 
motives  of  this  Bill.  There  could  be  no 
question  involved  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
tenants  or  the  demerits  of  the  landlords. 
If  any  case  was  attempted  to  be  made 
out  on  behalf  of  the  tenants  the  landlords 
would,  of  course,  make  out  their  case. 
Believing  as  he  did  that  the  Bill  was 
essentially  a  dishonest  one,  he  should 
give  it  his  unqualified  opposition.  The 
measure  was  that  of  a  desperate  Govern- 
ment, and  unworthy  of  the  character  of 
its  Members  as  statesmen. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  it  was 
quite  evident  to  him  and  to  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  that  the  Party  repre- 
sented by  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  sat  down  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  University  did  not 
contemplate  becoming  responsible  for  the 


government  of  Ireland  for  many  year 
come.  Otherwise  they  would  be  gla< 
have  this  difficult  and  burning  quest 
settled.  He  could  not  conoeive  h 
considering  the  pledges  made  by  1 
Members,  they  should  b&ye  set  tJ 
faces  against  any  settl<Bment  of 
question.  The  hon.  and  learned  Mena 
for  Dublin  University  had  quoted  s< 
criticisms  of  his  in  condemnation  of 
Bill  when  it  was  first  introduced, 
was  prepared  to  stand  by  the  criticii 
which  he  made  then,  and  which 
repeated  now,  that  the  Bill  was  utU 
and  wholly  inadequate  to  settle 
evicted  tenants*  question.  Of  course, 
knew  what  the  difficulties  of  the  ri 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
Ireland  were,  and  what  were  the 
ferent  interests  that  he  had  to  concili 
but  he  regretted  that  the  right  h 
Gentleman  had  not  taken  a  bolder  coi 
and  a  higiier  stand  with  regard  to 
The  hon.  and  learned  Members  ^ 
opposed  the  Bill  had  endeavoured  to  1 
themselves  into  fury  in  respeot  of  sev< 
of  its  provisions,  and  the  hon.  i 
learned  Gentleman  who  had  just 
down  had  objected  to  the  measure  on 
ground  that  the  landlords  were  not  c( 
polled  under  its  provisions  to  giv< 
certain  amount  of  security  that 
purchase  instalments  would  be  paid 
the  reinstated  tenants.  But  surely 
that  respect  a  concession  had  been  m 
in  favour  of  the  landlords.  He  ^ 
glad  to  find  that,  as  a  fact,  no  object 
had  been  raised  to  the  three  gentlen 
who  had  been  chosen  to  act  as  arbitral 
under  the  Bill. 

Mr.  barton  said,  that  he  was  ( 
of  those  who  took  objection  to  the  gen 
men  who  were  selected  to  act  under 
Bill. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON,  continui 
said,  he  supposed  it  was  impossible 
satisfy  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentlem 
Two  of  the  arbitrators  selected  belong 
to  the  same  political  Party  to  which 
(Mr.  Barton)  belonged,  and  one  of  th 
was  a  gentleman  to  whose  opinion  uj 
matters  of  thjJB  kind  they  might  v 
well  object  a,ljtogether.  He  bad  j 
viously  held  ^an  official  position 
Ireland,  and  tliey  had  some  recollect 
of  his  extraormnary  pranks.  Still,  tl 
believed  that  h^  was  impartial.  Howei 
as  he  had  saidi  the  majority  of  the  C( 
mission    we|il§    certainly    of    the    sa 
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tical  opiQlon  m  the  1>od*  and  learned 
Lober,  and  be  congratulated  tbe  Chief 
retarj  upon  the  fact  that  he  bad  b^en 
3  to  pick  out  three  members  for  the 
DmissloQ  about  whom  no  opiniofi  of  a 
tile  character  c^uld  be  offered.  ,  The 
.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin 
iversity  had  declared  to  the  House 
\  the  Irish  landlords  were  immaculate, 

that  thej  had  never  robbed  the 
pie  who  were  their  tenants.  Surely 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  must  be 
imed  of  the  instance  in  which  a  land- 
[  recently  drove  his  cattle  through  tbe 
wing  crops  of  an  unfortunate  tenant, 
vas  very  well  known  that  there  were 
38  of  eviction  in  Ireland  which  no  one 
Id  defend,  and  it  was  admitted  on  all 
ids  that  several  classes  of  tenants 
e  in  no  degree  protected  by  legisla- 
i.  It  was  asked  that  there  should  be 
ivision  of  judicial  rents,  and  that  the 

should  be  made  to  include  free- 
iers,  but  this  was  refused,  and  then 
Plan  of  Campaign  followed  as  a 
9ssity.  A  year  after  a  Tory  Govern- 
it  proposed  legislation,  but  in  the 
^ntlme  all  the  mischief  had  been 
e.  He  was  not  going  to  say  that  the 
Q  of  Campaign  might  not  be  con- 
ined,  or  that  it  was  altogether  defen- 
B.  It  was  a  terrible  necessity,  and 
isands  of  tenants  were  saved  because 
the  pressure  that  it  brought  to  bear 
n  the  landlords.  What  was  the 
irence  between  those  who  were 
ted  before  the  Act  of  1887  and  those 
»m  it  saved  ?  Had  those  who  were 
)ved  by  it  a  stronger  claim  as  better 
LUts  than  those  who  were  re- 
ed six  months  before  by  more 
ressive  landlords  ?  There  was  no 
on  or  common  sense  in  describing  one 
jf  men  as  criminals  and  scoundrels, 
the  others  as  honest  men.  Let  them 
at  the  matter  from  the  point  of  view 
the  landlords.  One  landlord  was 
rant ;  he  gave  a  little  time,  and  did 
put  the  law  in  motion  early  enough 
Qticipate  delayed  legislation,  and  by 
)ing  his  tenants  he  had  bis  rents 
ced  by  Tory  legislation.  Now,  it 
held  that  this  very  legislation  should 
be  used  to  assist-  the  poor  men  who 
)  turned  out  by  unreaapnable  laad- 
3.  He  knew  one  leaseholder  who, 
he  Act  of  1887,  got  his  rent  reduced 
;122,  which  showed  that  the  land- 
had    been    charging  him   to  that 


amount  upon  the  tenant^s  improvements. 
This  man  could  not  have  continued  pay- 
ing his  full  rent,  but  because  he  held  on 
until  he  firas  relieved  by  tbe  Act  he  was 
described  as  an  honest  person.  But  he 
had  a  neighbour  who  waanqable  to  meet 
tbe  gale  of  the  rent  before  the  passing  of 
the  Act,  and  who  went  underi  buli  who 
was  just  as  worthy  a  man  asi  the  other, 
and  paid  as  long  as  he  could.  Was  there 
nothing  to  be  said  for  this  man  and  others 
like  him  who  were  the  victims  of  the 
accident  that  the  Act  was  not  passed 
sooner,  a,nd  were  these  men  to  be  ex- 
cluded for  ever  from  the  benefits  of  this 
legislation  ?  It  was  no  objection  to  the 
Bjll  that  it  did  not  amend  the  law, 
because  its  only  object  was  to  bring 
within  the  scope  of  past  legislation  the 
cases  that  had  been  excluded  from  it. 
As  to  forcing  unworthy  tenants  on  land- 
lords, his  experience  was  that  there  were 
very  few  tenants  who  would  refuse  to 
pay  rent  if  .they  were  able  to  do  so.  If 
it  was  said  that  the  Bill  was  introduced 
for  political  purposes,  he  would  ask,  w«s 
there  no  political  motive  behind  the 
Opposition  Benches  that  had  dictated  the 
speeches  made  in  the  course  of  this 
Debate  ?  If  a  Member  of  the  House 
could  go  down  to  an  estate  to  prevent  a 
landlord  coming  to  terms  with  his 
tenants,  was  it  wrong  of  other  Members 
to  go  to  the  rescue  of  the  tenants  ?  He 
was  supporting  the  Bill  in  the  hope  that 
it  might  be  amended  in  Committee. 
Many  of  those  who  opposed  it  would 
only  be  too  glad  to  avail  themselves  of 
its  provisions  for  the  purpose  of  read- 
mitting their  tenants,  just  as  was  the 
case  of  the  tenant  fanners  of  Armagh, 
who  denounced  as  dishonest  the  Bill  of 
1887,  but  yet  almost  took  the  doors  off 
their  hinges. in  their  anxiety  to  get  into 
the  Land  Court  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  benefits  of  the  Act. 

Mb.  JACKSON  (Leeds,  N.)  :  The 
hon.  Member  who  has  ijust  sat  down  has 
spoken  of  the  Unionist  Party  having  set 
their  faces  against  any  dealing  with  the 
difficult  questioD  with  which  we  are  now 
concerned.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
justifieation  for  saying  that  the  Unionist 
Party,  as  a  result  of  their  opposition  to 
this  Bill,  have  set  their  faces  against  any 
plan  which  would  tend  towards  solving 
what  I  admit  to  be  a  very  great  difficulty 
in  Ireland.  I  must,  therefore,  repudiate 
on  my  own  behalf,  and  I  am  sure  I  can 
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tlo  so  also  ou  behalf  of  my  friends,  auy  I  tained  in  this  Bill.     I  ani  quite  sure  tl 
desire  to  impose  difficulties  in  the  way    everyone  who    kiioiVs   Lord    Monteaj 
of  an  honourable  and  honest  settlement 
of  the  existing    difficulties.     The  Chief 
Secretary  in    his    speech    deepetied    the 
impression  which  he  already  entertained 
of  his  great  desire  to  find  some  solution 
•  of   this  very  difficult    question,     t  coti- 
fess  that'  I  heard  with  some  tegret  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  re- 
sist the   temptation    to  make  what  ap- 
peared to   me   to   be   a  very  gratuitous 
and  unnecessary  attack    upon    the  Irish 
landlords.     The    right    hon.  Gentleman 
had  no  good  word   for  the   Irish  land- 
lords, and  he  described  them  as  persons 
who  in  the  past  had  often  blighted  the 
peace  and  order  of    Ireland.     I  wonder 
if  he  has  formed  any  opinion  of    those 
people    who    have    been    the    principal 
cause  of  the  trouble  which  he  has  now 
to   face — the    men   who   by   joining    in 
illegal    combinations    have   created    not 
only  difficulties  for  him,  but  much  greater 
difficulties  for  his  predecessors  in  Office. 
Not  one  single  word  had  he  to  say  in 
condemnation  of  those  who  had  been  the 
maiti  cause  of  the  difficulty.     I  think  it 
behoves  everybody  to    bring  to  bear  a 
calm  judgment  and  above  all  a  conciliatory 
spirit  upon  this  question.     I  recognise 
the  difficulty  in  which  the  right    hon. 
Gentleman   is  placed,  but  at  the  same 
time,  after  having   carefully  considered 
this  Bill,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  would  work  great  mischief,  and 
that    it   would    inflict    great    injustice. 
Therefore,  I  can  with  a  free  conscience 
vote   against   the   measure.      Reference 
has   been   made   to   the  Mathew    Com- 
mission and  its  Report.     No  doubt  that 
Commission  reported  that  in  its  opinion 
the  re-enacting  of  Section  B  would  be 
ineffective  for  the  purpose  of  settling  this 
difficult  question.     The  Commission  also 
expressed  its  regret  that  a  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation appeared  to  be  absent  from  both 
sides.      I  have   never  heard    that    any 
attempt  has  been  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  bring  about  that  concilia- 
tion which  apparently  the   Commission 
thought  might  have  produced  a  different 
result.     The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
(Mr.  Haldane)  in  one  part  of  his  speech 
referred    to    Lord    Monteagle   and    his 
article    in     The    Nineteenth     Century, 
That  article,  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  appeared  to  approve  of,  did  not 
recommend   the  drastic  provisions   con- 
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knows  that  he  tries  as  a  landlord  to  d 

charge    the    duties      of     his     positi< 

Speaking  as  a  man  who  has  tried  to 

wnat   he  can    for  Ireland  and  for   \ 

tenarrts.  Lord    Moiiteagle  expressed 

opiilion  that' if  it  were   not  all  that  v 

necessary,  at  all  events,  the  first  atten 

should   be    some    conciliation   board 

bring  these  people  together  who  are  U( 

so  far  apart.      I  am  sure    that   if  a 

attempt  of  this  kind    were  thade  thi 

is  i^o  man  on  this  side  of  the  House  %v 

would  offer  any  opposition  to  it,  but  tl 

it  would  have  everybody's  support.     1 

hOn.  and  learned  FViend  the  Member  • 

the  University  of   Dublin  (Mr.  Cars< 

in  what  I  hope  I  may  without  offei 

characterise  as  the  remarkable  and  pow 

ful  speech  he  delivered  last  night,  poin 

out  that  this    Bill  would    create   gr 

difficulties    in    many    directions    wh 

difficulties  did  not  at  present  exist. 

referred  with  great  force  to  many  ca 

that    would     be     brought      under 

operation   of    the    Bill,   and    said    tl 

if     action      were      taken     under     i 

Bill,     the     greatest      injustice      wo 

be     done     to     individuals     in    Irela 

His  statements  were  challenged  in  so 

respects  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

Chief  Secretary  ;  but  the  hon.  and  lean 

Member   (Mr.    Haldane),  who  had 

advantage  of  being  able  to  look  up 

authorities,  has  failed  entirely  to  meet 

case  put  by  my  hon,  and  learned  Frie 

I  do  not  know  what  the  difficulty  w 

but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  hon.  i 

learned  Member  failed  to  appreciate, 

all  events,  some  of  the  points  which 

hon.  and  learned  Friend  made  last  nig 

My  hon.  and  learned  Friend  pointed 

that  in  the  case  of  new  tenants  there  ^ 

no  power  under  this  Bill  to  do  justice 

them,  and  that  they  could  not  be  c< 

pensated  even  to  the  extent  the  law 

present  provides  for  certain  tenants  \ 

may  be  disturbed  in  their  holdings. 

pointed  out  that  under  the  Act  of  187 

tenant  disturbed  in  the  possession  of 

holding  was  entitled  to  claim  under 

present  law  compensation  to  the  exl 

of  seven  years.     The  hon.  and  lean 

Member  (Mr.  Haldane)  never  attemj 

to  meet  that  point.   Mv  hon.  and  lear 

Friend    asked   why,  if  these   men 

grievances,  they  did  not  go  to  the  C< 

and  ask  to  have  their  leases  cancel 
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what  WB8  the  bon.  and  learned  Mem- 
i  answer  to  that  challenge  ?  Why, 
these. evicteil  teiiants,  if  you  Jplease, 
:e  it  a  point  of  honour  not  to  go  to 
Coarts  to  obtain  redress.  The  first 
pie  of  honour  they  have  is  that  tbej 
tot  pay  the  rent  thej  have  undertaken 
pay.  What  other  remedy  has  the 
[lord  except  eviction  under  such  cir- 
stances  ?  The  hon.  and  learned 
nber,  however,  defends  the  position 
le  evicted  tenant,  who,  without  any 
on  or  excuse,  refuses  to  pay  his  rent, 
defends  his  action  in  not  going  to  the 
rt  to  obtain  reinstatement  in  his 
ling  in  the  ordinary  course  and  process 
iw.  I  do  not  understand  points  of 
>ur  of  that  kind,  and  I  do  not  think 
calculated  to  improve  matters  that 
sments  of  that  kind  should  go  forth 
1  this  House.  Much  has  been  said  in 
^rd  to  the  Bill,  and  the  right  hon. 
itieman  the  Chief  Secretary  argued 
there  was  in  this  proposal  no  new  prin- 
a,  and  that  precedents  might  be  found 
practically  everything  it  contained, 
low  of  no  precedent  in  the  law  of  this 
itry  under  which  you  can  take  a 
I's  property  compulsorily  away  from 
y  fixing  the  price  without  his  inter- 
bion,  or  even  force  on  him  a  tenant 
»m  he  is  compelled  to  accept.     The 

no  doubt  was  intended  to  be  a  Bill 
ing  with  the  difficulty  of  the  Plan  of 
ipaign  tenants.  Perhaps  the  right  hon. 
itleman  thought  the  House  might  see 
e  objection  to  legislation  for  the  relief 
men  who  had  combined  against  the 

as  had  these  Plan  of  Campaign 
.nts.  I  will  not  say  that  was  the 
on ;  but  at  any  rate  the  Bill  we  have 
»re  us  is  a  measure  which  is  much 
sr  in  its  scope,  and  which  I  think 
rges  the  area  of  mischief  by  reason  of 
widening  of  its  scope.    An  attempt 

been  made  to  set  up  some  analogy 
reen  Section  13  of  the  Act  of  1879 
this  Bill.  I  see  no  parallel  at  all 
reen  the  two  cases.  Section  13  was 
ted  in  order  to  remove  the  disability 
IT  which  tenants  and  landlords  alike 
ured  because  they  could  not,  even 
[gh  they  were  agreed  as  to  the  price, 
Dto  Court,  and  obtain  the  advances 
purchase  which  would  otherwise  be 
led  to  them.  I  see  no  analogy  at  all 
reen  the  two  cases.  Under  Section 
here  was  no  compulsion  either  upon 

^OL.  XXVII.  [fourth  series.] 


the  tenants  or  upon  the  landlords  to  act. 
This  Bill  widens  the  area.  It  sets  up  a 
new  tribunal  with  power  to  fix  prices, 
and  to  take  action  far  and  away  beyond 
that  possessed  by  any  tribunal  at  present. 
It  extends  to  all  evictions  as  far  back  as 
May,  1879.  It  also  sets  up  this  new 
tribunal  which  has,  to  a  certain  extent, 
co-ordinate  powers  with  an  existing 
tribunal  dealing  with  precisely  similar 
cases.  There  is,  I  think,  not  a  county, 
probably  not  a  barony,  in  Ireland  that 
will  not  have  had  some  cases  of  evictions 
during  this  long  period  of  time,  and  evic- 
tions, it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  for  per- 
fectly justifiable  reasons,  and  having 
attached  to  them  no  tincture  of  injustice. 
Yet  you  are  to  have  this  new  tribunal 
dealing  with  the  same  class  of  cases  as 
the  old  tribunal,  and  possibly  arriving  at 
different  decisions.  The  result  will  be 
to  produ0e  collisions  between  the  Land 
Commission  Court  and  the  new  tribunal 
and  to  create  wide  discontent  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  Ireland. 
I  think  that  is  a  serious  blot  upon 
the  Bill.  I  do  not  kuow  how  it 
can  be  remedied,  especially  if  you  are 
to  retain  in  the  Bill  the  compulsory 
power  which  is  at  present  there.  I  think 
it  must  be  apparent  to  the  House  that, 
instead  of  tending  to  settle  matters,  this 
Bill  will  tend  still  further  to  disturb 
them,  inasmuch  as  it  will  extend  the  area 
of  disturbance,  which  is  at  present 
limited  to  a  small  number  of  districts,  to 
a  much  wider  district,  if  not  throughout 
the  whole  of  Ireland.  I  think  that,  if 
for  no  other  reason  than  this,  we  should 
be  justified  in  voting  against  the  Bill. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  (Mr. 
Haldaue)  made  a  very  able  argu- 
ment on  behalf  of  Clause  1,  but 
it  appeared  to  me  thiat  he  failed  to 
appreciate  the  point  made  by  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Carson),  that 
the  compulsory  power  contained  in  the 
clause  will  and  must  work  great  hard- 
ship and  injustice  upon  Irish  landlords. 
The  landlords  in  Ireland  are  entitled  to 
justice  as  well  as  any  other  class  of  Her 
Majesty's  subjects.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Memb^  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
instructions  to  the  arbitrators  in  this 
clause  are  instructions  to  do  justice. 
My  contention  is  that  they  have  no 
power  utider  the  clause  to  do  justice. 
The  hbn.  Member '  denied'  that  injustice 
2  B  »v'..\.'   
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would  be  worked  under  the  clause,  ftpd 
said  that  when  the  decision  bad  been 
arrived  at  and  the  tenant  reinstated,  the 
landlord  would  take  the  tenant  to  the 
Court  if  he  wished  to  have  a  fair  rent 
fixed  under  the  Laud  Commission.  That, 
in  the  hon.  and  learned  Member's 
opinion,  was  a  guard  and  protection 
against  any  injustice  or  loss  being  in- 
curred by  the  landlord.  ,  Let  me  put  two 
cases  to  him.  Let  me  first  take  the  case 
of  a  derelict  farm.  The  hon.  Member 
will  probably  say  that  not  much  loss  will 
be  incurred  there*  Let  us  assume  that 
the  arbitrators  reinstated  a  tenant  on  a 
derelict  farm.  Why,  I  ask,  was  the  farm 
derelict  ?  It  was  derelict  because  the 
tenant  refused  to  pay  his  rent,  and  was 
evicted  under  due  process  of  law. 
The  farm  had  remained  derelict, 
let  us  say,  for  seven  years^  Has  there 
been  no  depreciation  of  the  property  due 
to  the  action  of  the  tenant  and  those  who 
supported  him  in  refusing  to  pay  rent  ? 
If  the  landlord  takes  the  tenant  to  the 
Land  Commission  to  get  a  fair  rent,  on 
what  basis  is  the  Land  Commission  to  fix 
the  rent  ?  Obviously  they  must  fix  it  on 
the  present  value  of  the  holding.  There- 
fore, the  landlord  has  imposed  upon  him 
this  loss  by  the  action  of  the  evicted 
tenant,  and  there  is  no  power  under  this 
Bill,  even  though  the  arbitrators  might 
consider  it  just,  to  make  compensation  to 
tlie  landlord.  The  other  case  I  will  take 
is  that  of  a  number  of  evicted  farms  on 
which  the  landlord  has  spent  a  consi- 
derable amount  of  money  with  the  object 
of  restoring  them  to  the  condition  they 
were  in  when  the  tenant  was  evicted.  The 
same  process  may  be  gone  through.  It 
may  be  that  hundreds  of  pounds  may 
have  been  expended  on  this  property  in 
order  to  restore  it  to  its  former  condition. 
The  fair  rent  to  be  fixed  would  be  fixed, 
of  course,  upon  the  present  value  ;  but  the 
whole  expenditure  made  by  the  landlord 
in  order  to  restore  it  to  the  condition  it 
formerly  was  in  would  be  entirely  lost, 
and  no  compensation  could  be  given  to 
him  for  such  expenditure.  I  think  these 
two  illustrations  show  that  under  this  Bill 
injustice  must  be  worked,  as  there  is  no 
power  to  give  compensation  to  the  land- 
lord for  his  loss  owing  to  the  action  taken 
by  those  tenants  whom  you  are  now 
seeking  to  put  back  upon  their  holdings. 
The  other  alternative  which  the  landlord 
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ba»  18  that  be  .may  roqi^ire,^  l^pant , 
puricjiasei  The  hon.  M^m^  fpr  t 
Harbour  Division  of  Dublin  (Mr.  Hs 
rington),  i  am  si^re  qpconaciouslyy  e 
tirely  misrepresented  what  my  hon,  Friei 
the  Member  for  Korth  Armagh  (Coloc 
Saund^rson)  said  with  regard  to  inju 
to  the  security  which  the  l^tate  won 
have  for  the  advance.  My  hop.  Friei 
pointed  out  that  und^r.the  existing  la 
there  is  a  margin  deducted  fro 
the  value  of  the  security  and  left  by  tl 
Land  Commissioners  for  a  number 
years,  but  that  in  this  case  there  wou 
be  no  margin  of  security.  My  hoi 
Friend  was  not  complaining  that  tb 
was  a  grievance  which  the  landloi 
would  feel,  but  was  pointing  out  that 
was  an  injury  which  .the  State  migl 
suffer.  There  is  '^othe^r  importai 
point  which  must  be  borne  in  mind  wit 
regard  to  this  security.  Under  this  Bi 
the  purchase  price  is  to  be  fixed  \ 
arbitrators,  and  the  Land  Cpmmissio 
who  are  to  advance  the  money,  have  i 
power  tQ  refuse  this  security  or  the  prii 
put  upon  it  by  the  arbitrators.  Th< 
will  therefore  be  in  the  position  of  havii 
to  accept  any  security,  whereas  ] 
present  the  p^maoent  Department  of  tl 
Land  Commission  is  responsible  h 
seeing  that  aipple  security  is  providi 
for  all  advances  they  make.  I  think  th 
is  a  very  important  point  to  bear  in  min< 
inasmuch  as  it  considerably  increases  tl 
risk  which  the  State  will  run  in  makii 
advances  under  such  circumstances.  Tl 
hon.  and  learned  Member  opposite  tri< 
to  make  another  point  with  regard  i 
the  free  sale  tenants.  He  said  there  wi 
a  power  under  the  Act  for  the  tenan 
to  take  the  landlords  into  Court,  and  thj 
the  Court  had  power  to  require  that  tl 
landlord  sbould  act  reasonably.  Bi 
surely,  Sir,  there  is  no  analogy  betwec 
those  two  cases.  In  the  former  case  Pa 
liament  gave  protection  to  the  tenant  i 
as  to  prevent  some  interest  of  his  whic 
assessed  a  considerable  value  bein 
rendered  null  and  void  by  reason  of  ui 
reasonable  conduct  on  the  part  of  tl 
landlord.  The  tenant  had  a  right  whic 
be  could  sejil  in  the  market,  and  it  woui 
have  been  grievously  unjust  if  the  Sta 
had  not  protected  that  right.  In  ti 
same  way  where  a  transfer  of  lea,^ 
takes  place,  hb  it  does  very  often 
London  and  elsewhere,  thei  landlord  ougl 
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to  be  able  to  refuse  to  accept  the  new 
lit  except  upon  reasonable  grounds, 
surely  there  is  no  analogy  between 
e-  cases  and  the  case  of  forcing  a  land* 
who  it  may  be  has  taken  the  land 
his  own  hands,  and  who  has  been 
ivating  and  improring  it  for  years, 
iccept  a  tenant  whom  he  does  not 
it,  and  possibly  a  tenant  who  is  nn- 
I  to  pay  his  rent.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
ef  Secretary  a  question  as  to  Clause  3. 
aking,  of  course,  as  a  layman  with 
knowledge  of  the  law,  I  notice  that 
regards  Section  1  the  landlord  has 
'er  to  require  the  tenant  to  purchase, 
lowing  Section  1  comes  the  clause 
ch  gives  to  the  arbitrators  powers  to 
the  purchase  and  take  all  necessary 
feedings  in  connection  with  it.  Then 
Dws  Clause  3,  which  deals  with  an 
rely  different  class  of  cases,  and  pro- 
3S  that  the  arbitrators  shall  have  in 
tion  to  the  holding  all  the  powers  of 
foregoing  provisions  of  the  Act.  My 
stion  is  this  :  Does  this  power  to  the 
itrators  confer  also  on  the  landlord  the 
irer  to  call  on  the  tenant  to  purchase  ? 
it  be  otherwise,  you  might  have  an 
eement  come  to  between  the  new 
»nt  and  the  evicted  tenant  under  which 
objection  would  be  raised  by  the  new 
unt  to  the  reinstatement  of  the  evicted 
int  against  the  will  of  the  landlord, 
vould  like  an  explanation  of  what 
lid  be  the  rights  of  the  landlord  sup- 
ing  an  agreement  were  made  between 
new  tenant  and  the  reinstated  tenant 
inst  his  sanction.  There  is  nothing 
he  clause,  so  far  as  I  see,  that  pro- 
^s  the  landlord,  although  there  is 
t  in  it  which  protects  the  ar- 
•ator's  powers.  I  have  not  very 
3h  objection  to  raise  to  Claused, 
anse  it  has  been  rightly  recognised, 
[  think,  that  in  this  case  there  should 
10  compulsory  power  exercised.  But 
the  same  time  there  is,  I  think,  a 
at  danger  of  injustice  being 
e  to  the  new  tenants,  not  by 
son  of  the  operation  of  the  law,  but 
reason  of  what  we  may  call  the  pres- 
9  brought  to  bear  elsewhere.  The 
I.  and  learned  Member  spoke  of  the 
r  tenants  not  in  terms  of  praise,  and 
1  they  would  have  the  protection 
ich  they  bad  enjoyed  hitherto.  In 
t  view  the  hon.  Member  rather 
(Bred  from  the  view  expressed  by  the 


Chief  Secretary  on  the  Secobd  Reading 
of  the  Bill,  who  spoke  of  what  might  be 
the  effect  of  the  rejection   of  the  Bill, 
and   the   message  thereby   sent  to   the 
evicted  tenants,  that  they  need  have  no 
further    hope.       At    present    the    new 
tenant   has  the  law   in   support  of  his 
position.     You  are  proposing  to  amend 
the  law,  and  the  new  tenant  will  then  be 
in  this  position  that  there  will  be  nothing 
but  his  will  between  him  and  the  evicted 
tenant,  and  I  think  it  is  easy  to  conceive 
how  in  such  circumstances  great  pressure 
will  be  brought  to   bear,  and   possibly 
great  injustice  worked,  by  reason  of  the 
alteration  which  you  are  proposing   to 
make  in  the  law.     I  am  not  one  of  those 
who    are    going   to   charge   the    Chief 
Secretary  with  an  indisposition  to  pro- 
tect these  new  tenants.     It  is  his  duty 
to  protect  every  subject  of  Her  Majesty 
in  Ireland,  the  new  tenants  just  as  much 
as   the  evicted   tenants,   and   I  do   not 
doubt  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
continue  to  give  that  protection  to  them 
which  the  law  can  afford.     Clearly  they 
will  be  in  a  much  less  strong  position.    I 
know  it  is  customary  to  speak  of  these 
men  in  terms  offensive,  and  as  I  think^ 
untrue,  and  unjust.     But  I  would  ask  thi 
House  to  remember  the  difficult  position 
that  these  men  have  filled  in  times  of 
great  difficulty.     I  think  it  would  hardly 
be  exaggeration  to  say  that  at  the  time 
when  the  war  was  going  on  between  the 
tenants  and  the   landlords,    they    exer- 
cised the  rights  of  citizens,  and  took  pro- 
perty which  was  available  to  them — stood 
up,  in  fact,  in  support  of  law  and  order, 
and    1    think    they     ought     rather    to 
be     praised     than     blamed     for    their 
attitude.     I  remember  well   when  that 
war  was  going    on,  how  carefully   and 
anxiously — and  I  am  sure  the  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  will  remember  this — 
that  hon.   Members  from  time  to  tinie^ 
listened  for  the  Reports  as  to  how  many 
farms    had    been  taken,   or   how   many 
tenants  reinstated.     These  men,  I  think, 
performed    difficult    positions     at     that 
time.    They  showed  the  courage  of  their 
opinions,  and  I  think  really  that  those 
who  are  in  favour  of  the  maiutenance  of 
law   and   order    owe    them    a   debt  of 
gratitude   rather  than  of  condemnation 
There  was  a  moment  when  the  law  was 
almost  on  the  verge  of  collapse,  and  when 
order  threatened   to  become  chaos,  and 
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these  men,  I  repeat,  who  stood  valiantlj 
to  tbeir  post  deserved  commendation 
rather  than  blame.  Tbey  are  entitled  to 
protectiooy  and  I  hope  they  will  continue 
to  receive  it  as  long  as  they  hold  their 
present  position.  There  is  one  more 
reason.  I  will  ask  this  question ;  Is 
this  Bill  likely  to  settle  this  question  ? 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Harbour 
Division  has  told  us  that  he  adheres  to 
his  former  utterances.  Well,  those  of  us 
who  heard  the  hon.  Member  on  that 
occasion  will  remember  distinctly  that 
he  predicted  that  the  Bill  would  not 
settle  the  question,  and  I  think  there  are 
substantial  reasons  for  believing  that 
that  view  of  the  question  is  not  an 
inaccurate  one.  The  Chief  Secretary 
gave  us  some  interesting  figures  on  the 
First  Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  they  are, 
as  regards  the  totals,  confirmed  by  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  yesterday  on  the  Second  Reading. 
The  position  is  this  :  There  are  about 
4,000  cases.  To  how  many  does  this 
apply  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave 
us  figures  on  the  First  Reading,  which  I 
will  ask  permission  to  re-state  to  the 
House.  Quoting  from  the  Mathew 
Commission,  he  said  that  on  the  17 
estates  inquired  into,  there  had  been 
1,350  evictions,  that  there  had  been  re- 
instated 415  tenants,  and  that  there  were 
15  cases  of  settlements  come  to  between 
the  old  tenants  and  the  new  tenants, 
leaving  921  cases  to  be  dealt  with.  Of 
this  number  215  were  new  tenants,  20 
had  purchased  their  holdings,  and  482 
were  in  the  hands  of  landlords  or 
corporations,  and  204  were  derelict.  That 
accounts  for  the  921  cases.  In  addition 
to  the  921  cases,  there  were  2,755  other 
applications,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man pointed  out  at  the  time  that  this 
figure  did  not  necessarily  cover  the  whole 
ground,  because  the  figures  were  ad- 
mittedly incomplete.  This  would  make 
a  total  of  3,676  cases,  and  the  compulsory 
powers  of  the  Bill  would  apply  only  to 
the  686  cases  ;  or,  in  other  words,  the 
compulsory  powers  of  the  Bill  will  apply 
to  less  than  20  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of 
the  cases.  Now,  I  ask  whether,  suppos- 
ing the  Bill  were  put  into  operation  to- 
morrow, and  supposing  that  you  deal  with 
the  20  per  cent,  of  these  cases,  do  you 
think  it  would  settle  the  question  ?  Is 
it  likely  that  those  gentlemen  who  have 

Mr,  Jackson 


carried  on  the  agitation  in  the  past,  in 
from  their  new  success,  would  be  sat 
fied  to  leave  the  question  where  it  i 
No,  Sir;  I  say  it  is  obvious  from  1 
figures  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  hi 
self  that  this  Bill  cannot  in  its  presi 
shape  settle  the  question.  Therefore, 
for  that  reason  only,  I  should  feel  jus 
fied  in  voting  against  the  Bill.  But 
think  there  are  other  reasons  also  whi 
will  lead  me  to  vote  against  the  Bill, 
look  upon  this  compulsory  legislation 
being  in  itself  mischievous  and  unju 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  adm 
that  the  Bill  is  mischievous  to  soi 
extent.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ^ 
remember,  I  think,  that  yesterday 
spoke  of  the  mischiefs  which  he  admitt 
were  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  demurred,  a 
was  understood  to  say  that  what  he  h 
said  was  that  for  every  mischief  tl 
could  be  pointed  out  in  his  plan 
could  point  out  numbers  of  mischiefs 
others. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Yes;  then  I  thi 
I  am  justified  in  saying  the  right  he 
Gentleman  admits  mischiefs  in  his  £ 
to  a  certain  extent.  I  do  not  want 
misrepresent  what  he  said  in  any  ws 
I  look  upon  the  Bill  as  being  a  miscbie 
ous  one,  and  as  introducing  for  the  fij 
time  powers  which  are  novel  in  tl 
country.  I  do  not  say  it  is  necessari 
objectionable  from  the  fact  of  certa 
provisions  being  new ;  but  I  say  tb 
looking  at  the  conditions  of  things 
Ireland,  looking  at  the  people  you  ha 
to  deal  with,  looking  back  upon  the  pa 
that  you  may  anticipate  that  this 
merely  the  first  step  upon  an  inclin 
plane  upon  which  you  will  not 
allowed  to  stop.  What  an  encourag 
ment  this  will  be  to  those  hon.  Gentlem 
who  threaten  you  with  a  new  campaig 
who  are  certain  to  institute  a  new  cai 
paign  1  We  have  heard  much  about  i 
wounded  soldiers  in  the  old  campaig 
What  a  glorious  argument  this  will 
for  new  recruits  for  the  new  campaigi 
The  wounded  soldiers  in  the  old  campaij 
have  been  provided  for  at  the  cost  of  t 
State.  The  victory  rests  with  them,  a: 
the  Government  h^s  absolutely  si 
rendered  at  discretion.  What  a  w 
cxy  it  will  be  I  for  those  gentlemen  w 
make  no  secret  of  their  intentions  in  t 
future.    Sir,  I  believe  the  Bill    to 
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^erotis ;  I  believe  it  to  be  mischievons ; 
lieve  it  to  be  calcalated  to  do  mnch 
n  ;  and  therefore  on  these  grounds  and 
3r8  I  certainly  shall,  with  a  clear 
science,  vote  against  the  Bill. 

bt,  W.  BEDMOND  (Clare,  E.)  said, 
desired  to  intervene  for  a  short  time 
lie  Debate.  At  the  outset  be  might  be 
wed  to  say  that  If  he  knew  anything 
it  the  evicted  tenants  in  Ireland,  and 
kt  they  had  suffered  during  the  last 
m  or  eight  years,  there  was  nothing 
heir  lot  to  encourage  other  people  to 
ime  their  position.  If  the  right  hon. 
itleman  who  had  just  spoken  imagined 
;  the  fact  that  these  people  who  had 
1  put  back  to  their  homes,  after  being 
on  the  roadside  with  their  families 
eight  or  ten  years,  was  sufficient  to 
>urage  others  to  become  evicted 
mts  like  them,  he  was  speaking 
lout  much  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
Btion.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  com- 
iced  his  speech  by  saying  that  he  was 
going  to  take  up  a  position  of  abso- 
hostility  to  the  settlement  of  this 
stion.  He  said  that  should  a  well- 
iidered  scheme  be  brought  forward  it 
lid  be  regarded  by  the  Opposition,  if 
with  satisfaction,  with,  at  any  rate, 
irtain  amount  of  toleration.  He  ad- 
ted  there  was  a  question  to  be  settled, 
concluded  his  speech  by  finding  fault 
1  this  Bill,  because  it  would  not  com- 
ely settle  the  question.  That  was  a 
lly  different  position  from  that  taken 
by  the  Member  for  North  Armagh 
others.  They  denied  that  there  was 
uestion  at  all.  They  did  not  find 
t  with  the  Bill  because  it  did  not 
[e  the  question,  but  what  they  ob- 
ed  to  was  the  payment  of  any  public 
ley  on  behalf  of  a  class  of  people 
»m  they  described  as  undeserving 
linals  of  the  worst  kind.  If  the 
nber  for  North  Armagh  and  the  other 
resentatives  of  the  landlord  party  in 
and  were  right  that  those  people 
9  undeserving  criminals  who  had 
ight  disaster  upon  themselves,  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
spoken  mean  by  saying  that  there 
a  great  question  to  be  settled,  and 
a  well-considered  scheme  or  some 
\T  scheme  than  this  would  receive  the 


consideration  of  the  Opposition  ?  These 
were  two  two  totally  different  positions, 
which  were  taken  up  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  landlord  party  in  Ireland  and 
by  Members  like  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  knew  from  his  experience  of  Ireland 
that  there  was  a  very  serious  question  to 
be  settled  if  not  by  this  Government  by 
the  next.  If  it  was  not  settled  it  would 
ultimately  cost  the  country  far  more  than 
the  sum  allotted  for  the  purpose.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke  last 
had  said  that  the  Bill  would  not  settle 
everything.  Of  course  it  would  not. 
When  the  Land  Bill  of  1881  was  intro- 
duced into  this  House  the  great  argument 
used  against  it  by  the  landlords*  party 
was  that  it  would  not  be  a  final  settle- 
ment, and  that  'if  that  Bill  should  pass 
the  representativies  of  the  Irish  people 
would  still  demand  more.  That  was, 
however,  no  real  argument  against  pass- 
ing that  Bill.  He  remembered  the  late 
Mr.  Pamell  said  at  the  time,  that  though 
he  looked  on  the  Land  Act  of  1881  with 
the  greatest  approval  as  going  a  great 
way  in  the  direction  he  desired,  yet  at 
the  same  time  it  would  not  be  a  final 
settlement  of  the  question.  The  way  he 
was  disposed  to  regard  this  Bill  was  in  the 
same  light  that  this  leader,  Mr.  Farnell, 
regarded  the  Land  Act  of  1881.  This 
Bill  would,  undoubtedly,  if  properly  ad- 
ministered, do  a  great  deal  towards 
settling  the  question  ;  but  it  would  not 
settle  it  altogether,  and  the  question  they 
had  to  ask  themselves  was  this  :  Were 
they  going  to  refuse  a  Bill  which  would 
partially  settle  the  great  evil  now  exist- 
ing in  Ireland  simply  because  it  would 
not  absolutely  and  completely  settle  it  ? 
He  for  one  would  not  do  that,  and  he 
supported  the  Bill  as  far  as  it  went.  But 
he  would  tell  the  Chief  Secn-etary  and  the 
Government,  what  they  must  know  per- 
fectly well,  that  there  was  a  class  in  Ire- 
land who  would  not  be  touched  by  the 
Bill,  and  who  were  causing  more  dis- 
turbance than  any  other  class.  They 
were  the  planters  who  the  late  Chief 
Secretary  eulogised,  and  who  by  their 
lawlessness  had  done  more  to  disturb 
and  break  the  law  than  any  other  men. 
The  present  Chief  Secretary  must  know 
perfectly  well  that  many  of  the  planters 
were  men  who  had  no  interest  in  the 
locality,  and  did  not  take  the  farms  in 
a  bona  fidt  way  at  all.     They  came  as 
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tixe  representatives  of  the  landlords,  for^ 
the     purpose     of     carrjing      out     the 
landlords^  policy,  and   he  asserted  that 
these  men,  in  many  cases,  by  their  law- 
lessness, drunkenness,  and  insults  tpr  the 
people  who  were  rightful  occupiers  of  the 
farms,  and  their  wives  and  children,  were 
the  cause  of  the  peace   being  broken. 
There    was   a  case  on  tbe  Coolgreany 
estate.  County  Wexford,  where  one  of 
the  unfortunate  tenants  was  shot  at  in 
open  daylight  by  one  of  these  men,  with- 
out any  provocation   whatever,  and  the 
whole  country  side   was   turned   into,  ai 
state  of  disturbance.     Yet,  these  ^ere 
the  men  who  had  been  described  by  the 
late  Chief  Secretary  as  upholders  of  law 
and  onler  in  Ireland.      The    late  Chief 
Secretary  had  said  that  the  people  bad 
been  evicted  because  of  their  own  fault. 
But  if   the   right   hon.  Gentleman  had 
listened  more  carefully  to  the  speech  of 
the    hon.    Member    for     the     Harbour 
Division,  he  would  have  understood  that 
the  great  majority — he  himself  believed 
nine-tenths — of  the  evicted  tenants  were 
evicted,  not  for  any  fault  of  their  own, 
but  simply  because  Parliament  did  not 
legislate  in  time  for  their  protection.    He 
must  say  that  with  regard  to  the  evicted 
tenants,  whose  farms  bad  been  taken,  he 
did   not    know   what   was   to   be   done. 
There  would  be  many  eases  where  by 
the  Bill  one    evicted  tenant  would   be 
restored  to  his   holding,   while   another 
just  across  the  road  would  have  no  hope 
of  redress,  not  because  he  was  worse  than 
his  neighbour,  but  because  his  farm  bad 
been  taken.      That  man  would  not  be 
satisfied,  and  he  hoped  that  in  Committee 
Amendments  would  be  accepted  to  deal 
with  "  grabbed  "  farms.     If  the  Goveni- 
ment,  however,  should  not  support  such 
AmendmentF|  it  would  be  no  reason  why 
this  Bill  should  not  be  accepted,  because 
they  had  the  precedent  of  the  Land  Act 
of  1881  to  prove  that  very  often  these 
things  had  to  be  done  by  successive  Aots 
of  Parliament.     He  and  his  hon.  Friend 
who  did  not  follow  the  lead  of  the  hon. 
Member    for    Longford    had    been    de- 
nounced   for    opposing    this     Bill  ;     it 
was      said      that      they      had     thrown 
cold      water     on     it,     and     had     dis- 
couraged   the    efforts    of    the  Govern- 
paeat.     However  that  might  be,  they  had 
the  satisfaction  now  of  seeing  £250,000 
in  the  Bill  instead  of  £100,000.     That 

Mr.  W.  Redmond 


was  a  great  step  in  the  right  direotioi 
because  it  was  mouey  that  was  wantc 
to  settle  this  question,  but  it  was  vei 
unfair  that  it  should  be  Irish  money.  B 
delaying  legislation  Parliament  had  ii 
cnrred  the  responsibility  for  the  evictio 
of  these  tenants.  If  the  Bill  which  wi 
passed  in  1887  had  been  passed  in  18fi 
he  did  not  believe  there  would  have  be« 
a  quarter  of  the  evicted  tenants  whic 
there  were  now.  The  Irish  Churc 
Surplus  Fund,  after  all,  was  a  purely  Iris 
fund  ;  and  although  he  admitted  that  th 
was  a  good  way  to  use  it,  he  did  not  s^ 
any  reason  for  going  into  ecstasies  < 
gratitude  abouii  the  remedying  of  s 
Irish  grievance  with  Irish  money.  Tl 
Irish  people  had  a  right  to  expect  thi 
this  Bill  would  have  been  introduce 
long  ago,  and  he  now  gave  it  h 
support. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampto 
E.)  said,  he  strongly  approved  of  tl 
principle  of  the  Bill,  and  was  glad  th 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chi 
Secretary  for  Ireland  had  seen  his  wj 
to  increase  the  amount  of  the  fui 
available  for  carrying  out  the  objects 
the  measure.  He  agreed  with  wh 
had  been  said  by  the  lust  speaker 
one  respect  certainly— that  the  Ii 
perial  Parliament  had  responsibiliti 
towards  Ireland  in  this  matte 
The  whole  difficulty  had  aris 
because  Parliament  had  neglected  Iri 
land  legislation  and  had  not  endeavour 
to  arrive  at  a  full,  complete,  and  accura 
solution  of  the  problem  before  it,  a  settl 
ment  of  the  exact  relations  between  Ian 
lords  and  tenants  and  the  method  to 
adopted'of  dealing  with  the  evicted  tenai 
in  Ireland.  The  Irish  tenants  were  und 
a  sense  of  oppression  at  being  rented  i 
their  own  improvements,  and  there  h 
been  a  long  period  of  over-renting 
Ireland.  The  fault  of  the  land  legisl 
tion  for  Ireland,  from  beginning  to  ei 
bad  been  that  Parliament  had  not  hithei 
sufficiently  recognised  the  instinct  of  t 
Irish  people  which  had  animated  t 
entire  agitation  in  favour  of  perpetuity 
tenure  and  of  the  view  that  the  tillers 
the  soil  should  be  allowed  to  remain  up 
It  as  tdeir  predecessors  had  done*  It  t< 
the  failure  of   Parliament  to  recogn 
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letter  of  the  law,  but  he  maintained  that 
it  bad  kept  Ireland  free  from  outrage  and 
bad  lessened  the  bitteruesfl  of  the  agrariafn 
struggle  in  that  country.  From  what  he 
had  read  of  the  eircumstaniies  of  the 
various  struggles  which  had  occurred  in 
Ireland,  it  was  literally  true  that  no 
serious  crime  or  outrage  could  be  fairly 
or  justly  attributed  to  the  operation  of  the 
PUn  of  Campaign  in  Ireland.  He  would 
ask  the  House  to  consider  for  a  moment 
whether  the  more  serious  charges  had 
been  proved  by  the  actual  facts  and 
figures  of  the  case,  and  whether  the  spirit 
manifested  by  the  Irish  tenants  was  tp  be 
attributed  to  unfair  demands  on  their  part. 
It  had  beeu  proved  In  every  case  where 
those  demands  bad  been  made  and  sub- 
stantiated on  Irish  estates  for  a  reduction 
of  rents,  they  were,  in  comparison  witb 
neighbouring  estates,  found  to  be  just  and 
fair.  In  one  typical  case  connected  with 
the  Plad  of  Campaign,  it  was  found  by 
tbe  Court  that  tenants  who  bad  def- 
ter been  sufficiently  or  adequately  pro-'  manded  that  their  rents  should  be  fixed 


kt  instinct  that  was  at  the  bottom  of 
»' Irish  land  Wbit  and  of  the  consequent 
pestable  outrages  and  crihie  that  had 
availed  in  that  nnhappy  country  for  so 
ig.     Those  terrible  consequences  lay 

mbre  at  the  door  of  Parliament  than 
the  proceedings  of  Irish  agitators'  who 
1  been  accused  of  bringing  about  those 
meri.  The  responsibility  of  Parliament 
1  beeii  greatly  increased  during  the  last 
/  years  in  eomjeqUence  of  the  refusal 

tbe  late  Oovemm^nt  to  institute 
nrts  of  Arbitration  and  Conciliation 
ich  might  have  brought  about  a 
koeful  solution  of  the  Irish  land  diffi- 
ty.  Even  in  the  present  Session  we 
I  had  a  further  illustration  of  the 
(essity  of  dealing  with  these  questions 
ween  landloM  and  tenant.  The  sub- 
t  had  been  considered  by  a  strong 
mmittee,  and  it  could  not  be  said  that 
i  evidence  brought  before  that  Com- 
;tee  bad  establisbed  the  landlords' 
e.     The  rights^of  the  Irish  tenants  had 


led,  and  he  maintained,  therefore,  that 
s  measure  was   not    the  outcome  of 
itical  expediency,  but  was  an  honest 
9mpt  to  dettiiB  the  question  relating  to 
evicted  teinants  of  Ireland.    It  was 
frank  recognition  of  an  imperial  duty 
io  justice  in  the  matter.  The  question 
[  been  discussed  from  a  very  narrow 
at  of  view,  as  if  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
)  the  sole  ground  on  which  it  rested. 
sy  had  been  told  that  this  movement  was 
in  reality  agrarian,  but  wus  a  mere 
iggle  of  lawlessness  initiated  for  the 
pose  of  defeating  the  reasonable  con- 
by   this  country  of   the  affairs  of 
li^nd.    Tin  every  struggle  for  agrarian 
Its,  ic  all  attempts  to  right  wrongs 
h    as    those    suffered   by  the   Irish 
sautry,  in  every  endeavour  to  settle 
h    questions    between    landlord   and 
Lut  there  must  be  a  certain  amount 
lawlessness.     That  was  inseparable 
1  such  a' struggle;    For  the  purpose 
thid  attempt  by  the  Irish  people  to 
it  these  wrongs  and  to  bring  about  a 
er  state  of  things  a  less  demoralising 
hinery.     It  had  been  urged  that  the 
wa6  intended  to  reward  the  dishonest 
nts  who  had  joined  the  illegal  oom- 
tidn  known  as  th6  Plan  of  Campaign, 
was  not  ooncerned  to  Apologise  for 
Plan.    He'  admitted  that  the  Plan 
lamrpaign  might  be  against  the  strict 


at  £4   instead   of  £5  should   only  pay 

£S    17s.    6d.     That  was  an  illustration 

of  the  joBtness  and  fairness  of  the  Plan 

of  Campaign.     It  had  been  proved  over 

and  over  again  that  the  demands  of  the 

tenants  for  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of 

their  rents  were  fnlly  justified.     Out  of 

101    cases    in  which   estates   had   been 

subjected  to  the  operation  of  the  Plan  of 

Campaign,  satisfactory  settlements   bad 

been  arrived   at  between  landlords  and 

tenants    in    84   instances,   while  in  tbe 

remaining   17  cases  a  settlement  might 

have  been   arrived   at  by  the  landlords 

agreeing    to   a  30  per  cent,  reduction, 

according  to  an  article  attributed  to  Mr. 

Davitt  in   one    of  the  mi^gazlues.     He 

would  ask  bis  hon.  Friend's  attention  to 

those  facts  in  reference  to  the  wild  and 

reckless    arguments     brought    forward 

against   tbe    Plan    of    Campaign,    and 

which  had  been  urged  against  the  Land 

League  as  having  forced  the  tenantry  of 

Ireland  into   a  miserable   and   destitute 

situation      in    '  order     that     it    might 

succeed  in  its  political  objects.     Would 

any     fair  -  minded     man     aay     when 

in     all     but     17     out    of      101     oases 

settlements    recognised     as     fair    and 

reasonable  had  been  arrived  at,  whether 

it  was  just  and  reasonable  to  denounce 

the  Plan  of  Campaign  as  a  mere  lawless 

political  plot  and  conspiracy,  and  not  to 
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.reoogpifo  it  m  a  Datuit^l  oiitcom^,  of  tbe 
agroriau  position  in  Ireland  and  as  an 
endeavour  to  settle  tbe  question  by  fair 
ineaiis  ?  Reductions  had  been  made  to 
tbe  extent  of  15,  16,  and  17  per  cent,  in 
addition  to  tbe  priginaJly-fixed  judicial 
rents,  which  might  be  taken  at  19  or  20 
per  cent.  That  would  afford  a  fair 
measure  of  the  reasonableness  of  the 
claims  of  the  tenants;  that,  on  the 
average,  reductions  had  been  made  to 
the  extent  of  at  least  30  per  cent.  This 
was  an  Imperial  question  in  more  senses 
than  one.  The  conduct  of  the  Irish 
landlords  in  not  listening  to  the  wise 
advice  given  them,  and  the  failure  of 
Irish  land  legislation  had  cost  tbe 
English  Exchequer  an  enormous  sum ; 
the  cost  of  the  evictions  on  the  17  estates 
he  had  mentioned  had  amounted  to 
£115,000  ;  and  it  was  estimated  that  the 
expense  of  the  extra  police  necessary  in 
Irelaud  had  been  no  less  than  £120,000 
a  year.  That  was  not  an  unreasonable 
estimate  as  the  cost  since  1887  of  this 
policy  of  refusing  to  satisfy  by  fair 
means  the  traditional  demands  of  tbe 
Irish  people  and  the  right  which  they 
had  claimed  at  all  times  to  the  land 
which  their  ancestors  had  held.  That 
policy  had  cost  an  enormous  loss  to  the 
British  taxpayer.  He  earnestly  urged 
that  the  question  should  be  considered, 
not  as  a  violently-contested  controversial 
topic,  but  as  a  recognition  of  the  failure 
of  Parliament  to  satisfy  the  legitimate 
and  traditional  claims  of  the  Irish  people ; 
and  he  was  prepared  as  an  English 
Member  to  support  the  Chief  Secretary 
in  making  the  Bill  as  effective  and  as 
sweeping  as  was  necessary  in  oitler  to 
achieve  its  purpose.  It  would  be  a  wise 
step  now  to  adopt  a  conciliatory  policy 
in  dealing  with  the  Irish  people,  a  policy 
which  would  promote  the  prosperity  and 
peace  of  Ireland,  and  he  would,  in  con- 
clusion, urge  his  right  hon.  Friend  to 
strengthen  the  Bill  and  to  affoi^  protec- 
tion in  every  sense  of  the  word  to  the 
new  tenants  who  might  be  displaced. 

•Mb.  BUCKNILL  (Surrey,  Epsom) 
hoped  there  would  be  no  confusion  of 
mind  on  this  subject,  and  submitted  that 
the  duty  of  the  House  was  not,  as  the 
last  speaker  suggested,  to  make  provision 
for  a  certain  class,  the  evicted  tenants 
alone,  but  to  see  if  it  was  possible  '^  by 
a  just  procedure  to  get  rid  of  a  source  of 
Jl/r.  Channing 


administrative     coofasjon.  land     soc 

trouble  in  Ireland***    Three  classes,  wc 

affected  by  the  Bill — the  evicted  tanan 

the  new  tenants*  and  the  landlords.     I 

appealed    to   the   Chief   Secr^jtary   a 

every  Member  in  the  House  to  confii 

thai  statement.    It  was  not  their  du 

to  favour    one    class    against    anoth( 

and  any  legislation  which  attempted 

deal  with  one  in  preference  to  theothi 

was  wrong    and    unjust.    In    a    letl 

written  by  the  Chief  Secretary  of  Irelai 

to  an  hon.  Member  in  1892  he  spoke 

the  Commission  he  was  about  to  set  ( 

foot  as  being  **an  agent  oi  healing  ai 

of  peace** — ^meaning    no  doubt  betwe 

the  evicted  tenants  and  the  landlords,  n 

between  the  Government  and  the  evict 

tenants,  or  between  the  Governmental 

the  party  politicians  in  Ireland,  who  hi 

to  some  extent  been  responsible  for  tl 

evictions  which  had  taken  plaoe.    By  tl 

Act  of  1891  something  was  attempted 

be  done,  but  not  what  the  Govemme 

was  now  trying  to  do  or  anything  like 

He  contended  that  there  was  no  analog 

between  the  13th  section  of  the  Act  < 

1891,  which  was  purely  permissive,  ai 

the  present  procedure)  which  was  con 

pulsory,  and  by  which  a  new  machinei 

was  to  be  created  which  be  could  n 

condemn  in  terms  too  strong.      He  di 

not  think  that  a  proper  foundation  cou 

be  obtained  by  suchmea^s.     TheevicU 

tenant  must  first  petition  the  arbitrators  ^ 

be  put  back  into  his  holding ;  the  petiti( 

would  then  be  sent  on  to  the  landlord 

the  form  called  by  lawyers   a  rule  ui 

— ue.y  with  an  intimation  that  if  the  Ian 

lord  could   not  answer,  the /yrtma /zc 

case  noade  out  by  the  tenant  he  mu 

accept  him,    and  put  him   back  agai 

upon  his  holding  even  after  an  absen< 

of    15   long   years ;    that  was   not  lil 

Section  13  of  the  Act  of  1891,  in  whic 

there  was  no  similitude  to  such  a  pr 

ceeding.      What   could    the    arbitrate 

do     if      within     the    prescribed     tin 

the      landlord      made      out      no     cai 

in     answer     to     the     tenant*s    claim 

They  would  have  noehoice  in  the  matte 

but  would  be  bound  to  reinstate  the  tenau 

and  the    landlord    would  have  no^hic 

further      to    say    in    the  mi^tter.    £ 

could  not     say,  ^  Yon,    the  arbitrate 

liave    said  I  have    not  made  good  n 

answer  to  this  petition,  thjorefore  I  wi 

sell,**  for  he  had  then  no  choice.  He  mu 
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either,  within  the  prescribed  time,  say  he 
won  Id  sell  or  make  ana  wer  to  thepetitioa. 
Uuder  the  Bill  A,  the  evicted  tenaDt, 
made  his  petition,  and  was  supposed  to 
present  a  primA  facie  case.     The  arbi- 
trator sent  it  on  to  B,  the  landlord,  who 
attempted  to  answer  it.      The  arbitrator 
said,  **Yoa  have  not  made  an  answer, 
and  I   therefore  have  to  reinstate  the 
tenant.''       So  far  as  the  Undloi^   was 
eonoemed  he  had  no  choice,  and  conld 
DOC  say, «« I  will  sell  the  hind/*    Let  the 
House  consider  the  hard  case  of  the  man 
evicted  by  ••  due  process  of  law  "  in  1879 
after  tiie  month  of  May.     The  landlord 
of  that  day  who  evicted  the  tenant  was 
dead,  and  his  property  had  passed  to  his 
iueoessor,  who  might  be  a  purchaser  or 
M  heir.     Wonid  anyone  say  that  it  was 
f^  that  snch  a  tenant  should  be  entitled 
Mid  able  now,  on  good  cause  as  between 
Umself  and  his  landlord  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  say  he  was  entitled  to  come 
^k  and  turn  out  the  present  landlord  ? 
Certainly  not.       This  case,  it  seemed  to 
him  (Mr.  Bucknill),  ought  to  be  provided 
^^  but  it  was  not.        The  arbitrator 
^^M  not  say  to   the   tenant   who  had 
■*»own  good  cause,  "  This  is  a  hard  case 
T^t  most  not  be."     He  was  bound  to  re- 
»n«lite  the  tenant  in  his  holding.       He 
*<HiW  call  attention    to    another    hard 
J*®*      A    landlord     might    say,     "  I 
■^'<  want  to   sell;     I   don't   think   I 
*J2  power  to  sell  ;    I  am  tnisteo  for 
^Jr*  persons,  though  the  legal  owuer- 
*'P  ^e«t«  in  me."     Because  the  landlord 
^"J^  Qot  sell  were  the  evicted  tenants 
.  ^  put  in  possession?      Under  such 
^'fBUinstaoces   would    anyone    willingly 
'jJfniUte   even  a  friend  or  a    relation  ? 
".■^J*  ^beu,  should  a  landlord  be  bound  to 
winsut©  under  the  Bill  ?     The  answer 
y^  th^t  which  was  put  forward  by  the 
hon.  ana  learned  Member  for  York  yes- 
terday  t    44  jj  yQ^  ^^  ^^^  j^  |.|jjg  ^^^  ^m 

have  social  disorder  and  danger,  and  tho 

GoverDment  know  they  have  got  to  deal 

with  you." 

^a.  J.  MORLEY  :  So  will  you  Imve 

to  deal  with  it. 
•Mr.  BUCKNILL:  But  did  the  Go- 
vemment  deal  equitably  and  justly  with 
^^  classes  ?  If  not  they  were  in  the 
wrong,  xhey  had  no  right  to  conciliate 
oneclai0  Qf  i\^^  community  at  the  ex- 
pose of  another.  They  had  no  right  to 
conciliate  the  evicted  tenant  at  the  ex- 


pense of  the  new  tenant,  and  they  had 
no  right  to  couciliate  the  evicted  tenant 
if  they  were  unjust  to  the  landlord.  In 
the  present  case  the  Government  were 
proposing  to  do  a  vast  amount  of  injus* 
tice.  The  Bill  was  not  an  attempt  to  do 
justice,  but  an  attempt  to  do  the  im- 
possible. They  had  heard  to-day  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Harbour 
Division  of  Dublin  that  the  Government 
were  aiming  at  the  impossible.  This 
hon.  Member,  though  he  had  spoken  in 
terms  of  strong  commendation  of  the  Bill, 
had  said  on  the  First  Reading  that 

"it  would  disturb  Irish  society,  and  par- 
ticularly in  those  places  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  hsA  referred.  He  made  bold 
to  say  that  the  proiiosal  developed  to  the  House 
was  une  that  must  inevitably  lead  ta  disorder 
and  contention  and  strife,  and  to  an  agitation 
worse  than  anything  which  had  yet  been  seen 
in  Ireland." 

The  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  had 
said — 

^  I  believe  in  my  heart  it  is  bcyr)n<l  the  power 
of  this  House  ever  to  settle  the  Irish  Land 
Question  finally/' 

The  hon.  Meml>er  said  the  Bill  would 
not  settle  the  case  of  the  tenants  who 
were  to  be  evicted  in  the  following  year, 
or  of  those  who  were  uuder  notice  of 
eviction.  It  would  not  settle  cases  in  the 
future,  but  it  would  be  a  bad  precedent. 
Those  who  thought  they  had  forced  the 
hand  of  the  Government  now  would  not  be 
slow  to  use  this  machinery  in  the  future. 
They  would  say, "  We  made  you  do  it  in 
1894,  and  we  will  make  you  do  it  in 
1898."  He  had  no  interest  in  Ireland. 
He  was  not  an  Irish  landlord  nor  an  Irish 
tenant ;  but  he  had  the  common  interest 
that  Qvery  man  in  the  House  ought  to 
have,  and  that  every  honest  Englishm'in 
had,  and  that  was  to  see  that  they  did 
not  pass  legislation  that  was  not  pro- 
ductive of  good,  but  which  might  be 
productive  of  evil.  That  was  the 
common  interest  of  every  man  in  the 
House.  He  had  not  said  a  word  about 
the  Plan  of  Campaign.  Ho  wished  to 
treat  the  question  as  if  there  had  been 
no  Plan  of  Campaign,  and  to  put  on  one 
side  whatever  might  have  led  to  evic- 
tions. But  he  could  not  help  putting 
this  question  to  himself  :  '^  Having  this 
great  difficulty  to  deal  with,  are  you 
dealing  with  it  in  such  a  way  as  will 
be  equally  just  and  fair  to  the  man 
whom  you  have  in  the  first  instance  a 
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desire  to  assiBt-^naaiely,  the  evicted 
teiurot,  and  the  man  who  is  now  lawfully 
in  possession,  and  against  whom  no  one 
has  a  right  to  say  a  word,  and  who 
sliould  only  he  turned  out  under  *due 
process  of  law,*  and  which  is  just  and 
fair  to  the  landlord  ?**  He  could  not 
answer  that  question  in  the  affirmative. 
He  did  not  believe  that  the  Bill  would 
tend  to  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the 
difficulty.  Therefore,  he  should  vole 
against  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  RENTOUL  (Down,  E.)  said,  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  in  his  speech 
introducing  the  Bill  referred  to  certain 
gentlemen  whom  he  denominate^  as 
*'  irreconcilables."  Personally  he  did  not 
think  he  could  be  said  to  come  under  that 
description,  because,  if  this  Bill  were 
possible  of  being  carried  out,  he  should 
consider  that  it  would  be  a  good  and  wise 
Bill  to  have  brought  in  and  he  would  not 
oppose  it.  T  he  hon.  Member  for  Cork  had 
referred  to  the  evicted  tenants  under  the 
Plan  of  Compaign  as  the  *^  wounded 
soldiers  of  the  battle."  That,  he  thought, 
was  a  poetic  and  correct  description. 
Undoubtedly  they  had  been  wounded  in 
endeavouring  to  carry  on  the  battle.  But 
what  had  to  be  considered  was  this  : 
that  it  was  a  foolish  battle,  and  the 
generals  who  conducted  it  were  careless 
in  regard  to  their  men.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary claimed  that  he  was  trying  to  heal 
their  wonnds  and  to  pour  balm  into  them, 
and  undoubtedly  if  his  plan  for  doing 
that  were  a  feasible  one  it  would  be  a 
very  ungracious  thing  to  oppose  his 
action.  But  again  he  must  point  out 
that  these  men  engaged  in  a  warfare 
which  they  were  not  justified  in  under- 
taking. He  objected  to  the  Bill  because 
it  was  not  a  reinstating  but  an  evicting 
Bill,  which  was  not  in  itself  a  bad  Bill, 
but  which  was  proposing  to  do  an  im- 
possible thing,  because  if  it  were  put  into 
force  a  great  many  families  would  be  put 
out  in  the  cold.  Fifteen  hundred  men 
had  been  put  into  as  many  evicted  firms, 
and  those  farms  which  were  still  untakeu 
might  be  assumed  to  be  the  farms  of  the 
most  dangerous  of  the  men  who  had  been 
evicted,  while  the  1,500  which  had  been 
taken  were  the  farms  of  the  best  of  the 
evicted  tenants.  At  the  very  threshold, 
therefore,  they  had  to  face  the  objection 
that  this  proposal  would  be  putting  a 
premium  on  the  lawlessness  of  the  worst 
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portion  of  the  evicted  tenants,  ao 
would  be  relieving  them  at  the  ei 
pense  of  tenants  who  most  merite 
the  sympathy  of  the  House.  J 
was  very  possible  that  those  tenani 
who  obeyed  the  mandate  of  hon.  Men 
bert  beiow  the  Gangway  had  throw 
themselves  out  into  the  cold,  and  ths 
their  real  friends  were  those  who  advise 
them  and  wanted  them  to  fulfil  the 
obligations.  The  tenants  to  be  reinstate 
must  have  been  evicted  either  becans 
they  could  not  pay  or  because  they  coul 
pay  and  would  not.  If  a  tenant  coul 
not  pay  then,  was  he  likely  to  be  abl 
to  do  so  now  ?  Would  not  a  landlord  h 
in  A  better  position '  if  he  took  those  wfa 
could  have  paid  and  would  not,  rath< 
than  those  who  could  not  have  paid  ?  ] 
all  the  farms  were  vacant  and  if  the 
were  to  be  re-occupied  by  those  wh 
could  have  paid  and  did  not,  he  shoul 
have  had  much  less  objection  to  tfa 
Bill.  The  hon.  Member  for  Sout 
Tyrone  made  an  investigation  on  th 
Oxford  estates  in  Donegal  and  foun 
that  the  least  arrears  that  were  owing  b 
any  evicted  tenant  were  four  and  a-hal 
years'  rent.  Consequently,  that  6tat< 
ment  made  by  the  hon.  Member  fo 
Armagh  was  no  exaggeration.  Th 
Chief  Secretary  knew  a  good  deal  aboi: 
Ireland,  and  he  should  know  that  i 
every  part  of  Ireland  a  man  taking 
farm  from  which  another  man  had  bee 
removed  was  called  a  grabber.  That  wa 
to  say,  if  the  previous  tenant  had  gon 
out  agRinst  his  will,  his  successor  wa 
called  a  grabber,  no  matter  what  th 
circumstances  were ;  and  the  natun 
dislike  of  the  Irish  tenants  to  grabbei 
had  been  stimulated  by  the  speeche 
which  they  had  heard  from  th 
Nationalist  leaders.  That  being  s< 
was  it  possible  that  1,500  new  tenani 
could  be  removed  to  make  room  for  ol 
tenants  without  exposing  the  latter  t 
the  natural  dislike  of  grabbers,  an 
bringing  about  a  terrible  state  of  affairs 
The  Chief  Secretary  said  there  would  l 
a  terrible  state  of  things  if  the  Bill  di 
not  pass.  If  he  believed  that  the  passin 
of  it  would  not  produce  great  difficultii 
he  would  not  oppose  it.  The  Bill  nee 
not  be  regarded  in  any  sense  as  a  Part 
measure,  because  it  was  simply  a 
attempt  to  get  a  number  of  uufortunal 
men  out  6f  the  difficulties  in  which  the 
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and  uot  any  united  opposition,  on  tliat 
Bide  of  the  House.  Many  of  them  who 
viewed  the  Aufferings  of  the^e  tenants 
with  the  greateat  sorrow  felt  compeHed 
to  oppo80  this  Bill,  believing  that  it 
would  be  fruitful  in  crime  and  disaster. 

•Mr.  BYLES  (York,  W.R.,  Shipley) 
said,  the  one  objection  urged  by  hon. 
Members  in  opposition  to  the  Bill  was 
in  reference  to  planters  on  thegrabbeil 
farms.  He  could  not  but  feci  that  there 
was  some  exaggeration  in  the  statement 
that  there  were  1,500  planted  farm 
tenants.  But  even  if  there  were,  nmuy 
of  them  were  not  honajide  tenants,  but 
were  simply  creatures  of  the  landlords — 
caretakers,  who  jobbed  al)out  the  farm 
until  the  present  <lifficulty  should  bo 
settled.  Even  if  there  were  1,500  of 
these  men,  he  did  not  think  that 
that  was  a  Hufficieut  reason  why  they 
should  not  endeavour  to  arrange  the  large 
l>alance  of  tlisputes  between  other  tenants 
and  their  landlords.  A  good  deal  had 
been  said  about  the  injustice  of  forcing 
upon  landlords  tenants  whom  they  were 
unwilling  to  receive.  But  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  was  exactly  the  same  as  that 
contained  in  the  Parish  Councils  Bill, 
enabling  the  new  bodies  to  hire  land  com- 
pulsorily,  and  it  was  the  same  as  that 
under  which  railway  companies  were 
empowered  to  acquire  land  compulsorily. 
But  that  was  not  the  whole  case.  It 
had  been  pointed  out  over  and  over  again 
that  these  farms  were  really  possessed 
by  two  owners.  Parliament  had  realised 
by  past  legislation  that  the  tenant  was 
partner  with  the  landlord,  and,  therefore, 
all  they  now  proposed  to  do  was  to  restore 
the  partner.  For  his  part,  he  would  say 
that  if  either  of  the  two  partners  in  this 
dual  ownership  had  power  to  evict  the 
other,  it  should  certainly  be  the  tenant 
who  should  have  the  power  to  evict  the 
landowner.  In  99  cases  out  of  100  in 
Irelan<l  the  landlord  did  absolutely 
nothing  except  draw  the  rent.  That 
was  his  sole  function  in  life.  He  was  a 
I)erfectly  useless  being.  Ho  (Mr.  Byles) 
would  prolmbly  be  misunderstood  if  he 
said  that  the  sooner  the  landlords  were 
got  rid  of  the  better.  What  he  meant 
was  that  if  the  landlords  were  away  from 
Irelanil  altogether  it  would  l>e  for  the 
benefit  of  Ireland.  He  did  not  wish  his 
remarks  to  I>e  misconstrued.  He  was 
quite   sure   many    landlonls    recognised 


had  involved  themaelvea.     The  Chief 
Secretary     was     endeavouring    to    do 
by     law     what     the     hon.      Member 
for    South     Hunts    did    without     the 
assistance    of    the  law.      If  tlie   1,500 
new  tenants  could  be  removed  without 
injustice,   he  did    not    think    that  any 
U'oionist  Member  would  offer  anything 
but  his  support  and  encouragement  to  the 
Bill.     But  the   Unionist  Members  took 
an    absolutelv    opposite     view ;      they 
l.*elieFed  that  the  Bill,  by  dispUcing  the 
oev  tenants,  would  bring  about  a  large 
amonnt  of  crime.     Were  it  not  for  their 
sympathy  with  those  who  had  taken  the 
so-ealled  grabbed  farms  they  would  be 
incliaed  to  allow  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
haro     his  way   and  to   let   the  Bill  go 
through  in  order  to   prove  the  disaster 
whicli  must  ensue.     But  for  this  appre- 
heosLon  he   would  say   that  the   Chief 
Secratary  was  trying  to  do  an  impossible 
thin^^  about  as  well  as  it  could  be  done. 
Admitting  that  the  attempt  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  might  be  possible,  he  did  not 
say  that  any  case  had   been  made  out 
against  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  and  he 
thought  the   hon.   Member    for    North 
Armagrh  was  well  advised  when  he  spoke 
CD  the  general   principles  of   the  case. 
ObjeotioD  might  be  taken  to  the  discretion 
with    ^hich  the  arbitrators  were  to   be 
invented,  or  the  source  from  which  the 
monej  was  to  be  taken  ;  and  his  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill  narrowed  itself  down  to 
the  single  point  that  1,500  tenants  would 

***T*.  ^  ?^  ^^^  ^'^^  ^1*»^  ^^^8  was  an 

eviction  Bill  as  well  as  a  reinstatement 

^ill.       No  doubt    when    the    Unionist 

Party  returned  to  power  they  would  l)e 

^•■d    to  have  this    question  out  of   the 

"'•Ji  and  if  this  Bill  would  get  it  out  of 

.       Way  they  would  bo  blind  to  oppose 

'^     fiat  if  the  Chief  Secretary  got  the 

*™*  aow  vacant  refilled,  he  would  leave 

K  '^  successors  the  legacy  of  dealing 

^^^  the  1,500  new  tenants,  for  the  right 

(ifR*   Crentleman  did  not  expect  to  l)e  in 

,      J^^  when  this  difliculty  would  have  to 

j  f,    ^Jt  «^»th.     The  Unionists  w 


I'ould  l>c 


,       ^«ce  to  face  with  greater  difficulties 

^   ever,  and  the  right  hon.  (xentleman 

^.^Id  say,  **  See  what  the  Unionists  aro 

^JK$."     There  did  not  seem  to  l>e  any 

^?^5»ect  of  getting  rid  of  the  new  tenants 

^^^Uout  bloodshed.     If  the  Bill  had  dealt 

^  ^1  naively  with  the  vacant  farms,  there 

^^^U  have  been  very  little  opposition, 
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f6r  the  next  two  years,  at  anj  rate 
accompliahed  their  object,  and  had  go 
for  Iheteselven  a  living  wiige.  The  Irifil 
tenant  was  in  the  same  position.  Hi 
joined  the  Plan  of  Campaign,  am 
deliberately  allowed  himself  to  be  pu 
out.  He  thought  that  the  Irish  tenan 
was  to  be  commended  and  praised  fo 
attempting  to  obtain  justice  for  his  class 
A  Liberal  Government  and  a  Liben 
Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  MorleyX  thai 
whom  no  man  in  the  House  had  a  mor 
scrupulous  sense  of  justice,  came  f orwan 
and  said  that  these  men  who  had  beei 
years  and  years  in  dispute  with  thei 
landlords  were  entitled  to  the  eonsidera 
tion  of  the  House,  lind  the  constituencie 
who  returned  the  Government  to  powe 
two  years  ago  told  the  House — ^he  couh 
speak  for  his  own  constituency,  at  an; 
rate^ — that  one  of  the  first  duties  it  ought  t 
discharge  was  to  put  back  into  their  farm 
the  men  who  had  been  evicted  by  thei 
co-partners.  The  House  would  only  b 
discharging  in  the  most  direct  and  plaii 
w«y  the  mandate  it  had  received  from  th 
constituencies  by  endeavouring  in  th 
wise  and  moderate  manner  proposed  t 
carry  out  an  arrangement  in  the  form  o 
an  Act  of  Parliament.  He  believed  tha 
this  measure  would  do  a  great  dea 
towards  healing  what  everybody  kne^ 
was  a  running  sore  and  a  constant  dange 
to  the  peace  of  Ireland  and  to  the  loyalt 
of  the  Irish  people  towards  the  Empire 
He  firmly  believed  that  if  the  Bill  wer 
passed  it  would  make  many  an  IrisI 
peasant  who  was  now  resentrul  toward 
England  friendly  and  lei ndly,  and  woul 
promote  those  relations  which  he  wa 
sure  every  Member  of  the  House  desire 
to  see  promoted.  If,  however,  this  boo 
were  refused  to  the  Irish  people,  he  fc 
one  said  they  were  justified  in  taking  th 
law  into  their  own  hands  by  forming 
fresh  combination  such  as  the  Plan  c 
Campaign.  This  organisiition  was  onl 
started  because  legal  remedies  and  legf 
justice  were  refused  to  them.  In  hi 
opinion  all  combinations  of  this  kinc 
whether  they  were  the  result  of  laboi 
disputes  in  England  or  agrarian  dispute 
in  Ireland,  were  not  the  lawless  an 
vicious  acts  of  vicious  men,  but  wei 
crude  attempts  to  obtain  justice.  The 
were  attempts  to  get  by  rough-and-read 
means  the  justice  which  was  denied  tome 
or  which  was  too  long  in  coming  throng 


their  duties  as  landlords  just  as  English 
landlords  did,  and  were  benefactors  to 
the  people  who  lived  upon  their  land. 
But,  upon  the  whole,  to  sweep  out  of 
Ireland  those  useless  povons  who  simply 
drew  the  rent  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  country.  The  Irish  tenants  had 
created  their  farms  out  of  hind  which 
was  not  worth  a  peppercorn.  [^Criei  of 
**  Oh  !  **]  He  knew  what  he  was  talking 
about.  But  for  the  industry  of  the  poor 
peasant  tenants  much  of  the  land  in  the 
South  and  West  of  Ireland  would  have 
been  absolutely  worthless.  For  genera- 
tions the  property  of  these  poor  people 
had  been  confiscated  by  the  landlord 
class  in  Ireland.  That  was  the  basis 
and  the  root  of  the  whole  agrarian  ques- 
tion, and  it  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  de- 
mand for  Home  Rule.  If  it  had  not  been 
for  that  kind  of  robbery  they  would 
never  have  been  where  they  were.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  had  described  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  tenants  as  a  lawless 
class,  and  hon.  Gentlemen  on  his  own 
side  had  spoken  of  the  combination  in  an 
apologetic  tone.  He  made  no  apology 
whatever  on  behalf  of  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign or  of  those  tenants.  These  men 
were  models  amongst  the  tenantry  of 
Ireland,  because  they  had  the  courage 
and  manhood  to  resist  the  enslaving  in- 
fluences to  which  the  tenantry  of  Ire- 
land had  so  long  been  subject.  They 
had  the  manhood  to  say  that  they  would 
not  mulct  their  daughters  who  had  been 
driven  to  America  of  their  hard-earned 
wages  in  order  to  pay  impossible 
rents.  To  say  that  they  were  men 
who  could  afford  to  pay  and  would  not 
pay  was  to  overlook  the  whole  facts 
of  the  case.  He  hoped  that  their  example 
wonld  be  followed,  and  that  in  the 
future  the  Irish  tenantry  would  show  the 
spirit  of  combination  even  more  strongly 
thati  they  had  done  in  the  past.  The 
Irish  agrarian  controversy  appeared  to 
him  to  be  on  exactly  the  same  principle 
as  the  great  Coal  Strike  of  last  year  or 
any  of  the  great  labour  strikes.  The 
miners  refused  to  go  down  into  the  pits 
at  a  wage  which  they  did  not  consider  to 
be  a  living  wage.  They  underwent 
great  privations  and  sufferings  io  order  to 
establish  an  understanding  between  them 
selves  and  their  employers,  and  he  re- 
joiced to  know  that  that  very  day  it  was 
announced  to  the  public  that  they  had, 
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al  ohaimek.  It  was  because  he  be- 
reA  this,  and  because  he  believed  that 
me  eyioted  tenants,  very  many  of 
om  he  kn^w  personally,  were  the  very 
t  of  Ireland,  that  he  earnestly  desired 
kt  they  should  be  put  back  upon  the 
d  which  was  theirs  10,000  times  more 
^n  it  was  their  landlords',  and  that  they 
mid  be  able  to  earn  their  livelihood  and 
continue  to  bring  up  a  peaceful  and 
»ious  population. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  (Dover)  said,  he 
ibted  whether  the  doctrines  which 
I    hon.    Men^ber    had    enunciated  in 

speech  would  commend  themselves 
many  Members  of  the  House.    He 

not  propose  to  dwell  at  length  upon 
I  comparison  the  hon.  Member  had 
wn  between  the  strikes  which  con- 
Ised  the  whole  commerce  of  the 
mtry  last  year,  and  the  agricultural 
abinations  which  took  place  in  Ireland, 
lause  although  there  might  be  points 
likeness  between  these  two  forms  of 
nbination,  he  could  find  no  points  of 
3ness  between  the  attitude  of  the  Go- 
nment  towards  strikes  in  England, 
I  the  attitude  of  the  Government  as 
bodied  in  this  Bill  towards  evicted 
ants  in  Ireland.  He  was  not  aware 
t  the  Government  had  ever  enter- 
aed  a  proposal  for  forcing  the  em- 
yers  of  industry  in  England  to  take 
ik  men  who,  owing  to  the  unfortu* 
e  disputes  that  had  taken  place  had 
t  the  means  of  earning  their  livelihood. 

did  not  put  this  forward  as  an  argu- 
nt  against  the  Bill,  because  he  recog- 
Bd  that  the  position  in  Ireland  was 
>gether  distinct  from  any  position  of  a 
3  kind  in  England.  He  would  not 
icise  the  disquisition  made  by  the 
I.  Member  upon  dual  ownership  in 
land.  TLe  hon.  Member  had  said 
ny  things  with  which  he  differed,  but 

observations  had  appeared  to  tend 
rards  the  view  that  some  large  scheme 
purchase  must  be  the  goal  towards 
ich  all  parties  in  the  House  should 
I.  If  that  were  the  hon.  Gentleman*H 
w,  he  (Mr.  Wyndham)  shared  it. 
stdly  would  he  welcome  the  day  upon 
ich  the  two  great  historical  Parties  in 
I,  House  could  forget  immediate  Party 
rantage,  forget  the  recriminations 
ich  had  sprung  out  of  the  unhappy 
tory  of  the  connection  between 
gland  and  Ireland,  and  jpin  together 


in  [facing  on  the  Statute  Book  some  large 
measure  which  would,  once  for  all, 
settle  agrarian  difficulties  in  Ireland. 
He  believed  that  day  was  far  distant, 
and  it  was  because  he  thought  this 
Bill  would  not  advance  them  one  step 
towards  that  day  that  he  should  be  pre- 
pared to  vote  against  the  second  reading. 
The  hoD.  Member  (Mr.  Byles)  had  ex- 
pressed doubt  as  to  whether  it  were  true 
that  1,583  farms  were  occupied  in  Ire- 
land by  what  were  called  '*  planters.'* 
Those  were  the  figures,  however,  adduced 
from  the  Report  of  the  Mathew  Com- 
mission, and  they  were  the  figures  pre« 
sented  only  last  year  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Leitrim  (Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh.) 
He  it  was  who  told  the  House  that  the 
dbpute  might  be  narrowed  down  to  1,533 
farms — namely,  those  who  had  been  let 
to  new  tenants.  When  such  a  division 
of  opinion  existed  upon  the  vital  points 
at  issue,  as  had  been  exemplified  by  the 
course  of  the  Debate,  what  hope  was 
there  for  the  success  of  a  measure  which 
evaded  any  practical  attempt  to  deal  with 
these  farms  at  all  ?  His  own  judgment 
upon  the  Debate,  as  far  as  it  had  pro- 
ceeded, led  him  to  think  that  the  balance 
of  argument  had  been  on  the  side  of  those 
who  opposed  the  BUI.  He  felt  like  the 
man  who  came  in  rather  late  in  the  day 
for  a  game  of  ninepins-— very  few  of  the 
arguments  of  the  other  side  were  still 
left  standing.  But  he  would  deal  with 
one  of  the  arguments  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Had- 
dingtonshire which  had  escaped  the 
searching  criticisms  of  those  who  had 
followed  that  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man in  Debate  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House.  The  hon.  Members  had  been 
criticising  an  argument  put  forward  in 
the  vigorous  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Dublin  University,  who  had  pointed 
out — and  the  matter  was  one  well 
worthy  of  attention — that  the  evicted 
tenants  had  foregone,  and  deliberately 
foregone,  many  special  privileges  con- 
ferred on  them  by  the  law.  The  hon. 
Member  had  pointed  to  the  fact  that  the 
Irish  tenants  could  be  divided  into  three 
categories,  and  as  to  two  of  those  cate- 
gories he  had  said  the  tenants  in  question 
bad  not  foregone  deliberately  those  ad- 
vantages because  they  had  not  been  con- 
ferred on  thenu  .  He  had  said — 
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**  The  tenaato  evicted  b^ore  1881  had  not  the 
^vantages  of  that  Act  confelred  pn  them,  aad 
the  leaseholders  evicted  before  1887  had  AOt  the 
advantages  of  the  Land  Act  of  1887  bestow^ 
on  them." 

It  seemed  to  him  there  -was  mi  obvious 
reply  to  that  argument,  aud  it  was  this — 
that  in  the  13th  clause  of  the  Land  Act 
of  1 891  both  thes^  classes  were  admitted 
to  the  privileges  of  the  measure.  Both 
these  classes,  had  they  pleased,  might 
have  come  to  a  volimtary  arrangement  to 
purchase  from  their  landlords,  and,  there* 
fore,  if  they  had  not  made  any  efforts  to 
purchase  voluntarily  it  might  be  truly 
said  of  them,  as  his  hon.  Friend  had  said, 
that  they  had  foregone  privileges  con- 
ferred on  them  by  the  law.  Then  his 
hon.  Friend  took  the  third  class  of 
tenants — those  who  were  evicted 
subsequent  to  all  the  agrarian 
legislation  —  and  said  they  could 
not  claim  compensation,  as  they 
would  by  that  resign  all  moral  title 
to  their  holdings,  and  make  submission 
to  the  law  of  this  country.  Well,  if  this 
moral  title  which  they  cherished  was  to 
lead  Irish  tenants  to  forego  making  use 
of  the  Acts  passed  in  this  House^  what, 
in  Heaven's  name,  was  the  use  of  wasting 
the  time  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
passing  yet  another  Act  in  1894  ?  What 
reason  had  hon.  Members  to  suppose  that 
the  Irish  tenants,  if  they  failed  to  take 
advantage  .of  the  Act,  would  not  m^t 
them  with  the  plea  that  they  had  It  moral 
title  to  the  soil  of  Ireland,  and  that  the 
Imperial  Parliament  must  come  to  their 
assistance  with  time  and  money.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  they  had  little  in- 
ducement to  believe  that  there  was  any 
measure  of  finality  and  hope  of  settle- 
ment in  the  Bill  of  the  Government.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Haddingtonshire  endeavoured  to 
defend  the  second  sub-section  of  the 
first  clause  of  the  Bill  from  the  adverse 
criticism  passed  on  it  last  night  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Dublin  University.  They  had  pitied 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member — as  they 
must  always  commiserate  a  strong  man 
struggling  with  adversity —  when  they 
had  seen  him  endeavouring  to  describe 
what  a  primAjacie  ease  would  be.  He 
had  said  that  the  draftsman  had  in  his 
mind  the  38th  and  d9th  paragraphs  of 
the  Report  of  the  Mathew  CommissiOD, 

Ilr.  Wyndham 


and  he  had  ^ id  that  if^  they  would  bea 
that  in  mind  they  would  see  thiit  th 
arbiti^ator  would  have  the  Widest  dis 
eretion ;  and  if  f  hey  would  read 
little  further  on  in  the  Bill  they  wouI( 
see  that  those  powers  wore  unlimited 
That  was  true.  The  last  sentence  of  th 
third  sub-section  was  to  the  effect  tha 
the  arbitrator,  after  consideration  of  th 
question  whether  the  conduct  of  eithe 
landlord  or  tenant  had  been  unreasonable 
might  make  such  order  in  the  matter  a 
he  might  think  consistent  with  justice 
That  sounded  like  a  page  out  of  th( 
Arabian  Nights  Entertainments — like  th 
decrees  Haroun  Alraschid  was  said  t 
pronounce  on  the  people  brought  befor 
him.  It  would  be  in  the  power  of  thes< 
gentlemen  to  turn  the  landlord  into  th 
tenant  and  the  tenant  into  the  landloni 
Th^  hon.  Member  for  Haddington  hai 
dealt  with  various  other  legal  point 
Which  he  (Mr.  Wyndham)  thought  h( 
might  leave  to  other  gentlemen  mor 
competent  to  deal  with  them.  He  shoul( 
like  only  to  deal  with  one.  His  hon.  an^ 
learned  Friend  had  said  that  the  defini 
tion  of  "holding"  in  the  Act  of  188 
was  so  wide  as  to  allow  every  evictet 
tenant  in  Ireland — even  if  evicted  fron 
town  holdings  or  from  other  kinds  o 
property  excluded  by  another  sectioi 
from  the  Act  of  1881 — to  obtain  rein 
statement.  But  his  hon.  and  learn e( 
Friend  had  said  that  the  intention  of  th 
draftsman  in  all  this  was  p^rfectl; 
plain  ;  but  if  this  was  so,  then  it  wouh 
appear  that  the  draftsman  had  no 
divulged  his  intention  to  the  Chief  Secre 
tary,  who  was  unable  to  answer  th 
questions  put  to  him  by  the  hon.  an 
learned  Member  for  the  University  c 
Dublin  last  night  as  to  wheJther  thes 
holdings  were  or  were  not  excluded.  Th 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Membe 
for  Haddington  had  said  something  whici 
touched  a  vital  point  in  the  whole  die 
cussion^  He  had  dealt  at  som 
length  with  the  question  of  th 
**  planters,"  to  which  nearly  every  snl 
sequent  speaker  had  referred,  and  he  sal 
not  only  that  the  Bill  (Contained  no  powc 
for  forcing  the  tenauts  to  leave  the! 
holdings — and  here  the  hon.  and  leame 
Gentleman  showed  himself  rather  hard 
— he  said  that  they  would  not  be  aske 
to  go.  He  (Mr.  Wyndham)  had  take 
dowii  the  hon.  and   learnt  Member' 
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^OTds.      Well,  it     might    be    doabted 
whether  the  method  of  solioitation  would 
^e  the  form  of  a  polite  request  to  de- 
1^.    There  had  been  speakers  who  had 
^i^icated  more  prompt  and  rade  methods 
which  would  be  brought  to  bear  on  these 
^i^tortaoate  new   tenants.     It  was  not 
only  that  they  would  be  left   to  these 
Angers  of  social  disorder — that  was  not 
^e  ciiief  reason  for  the  complaint  that 
tbe  Bill  was  inadequate,  but  because  it 
'gnored  the  crux  of  the  problem.     They 
luui  been  taunted  last  night  with  a  root- 
sod-branch  rejection  of  any  scheme  for 

dealing  with  these  difficulties 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  Hear,  hear. 

Ma.     WYNDHAM    said,   the  Chief 

Secretary  applauded  that,  but  if  he  had 

listened    to  the  Debate  he  would  have 

seen  that  the  Opposition  were  prepared 

to  welcome  any  attempt  at  dealing  with 

the  question    which   promised   success. 

The  ri^ht    hon.    Gentleman     was    not 

present      when    the    hon.     Member   for 

DowD      addressed    the     House,    or     he 

would    have   heard   him    express  regret 

that  tbo  Bill    held  out   no   promise  of 

toceess,     and    promise    that    any    that 

did  would    meet  with    his    enthusiastic 

support.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  bad 

bkmed  the  unfortunate  neglect  of  oppor- 

tonity  l>y  the  Opposition,  but  there  was 

loiiNithiiig  worse  than  neglect  of  oppor- 

Umities,  and  that  was  the  abuse  of  them. 

The  oue  might  involve  delay,  and  that 

delsy  might  involve    danger ;    but    the 

olber,  in  holding  out  hopes   that  were 

netcx  realised,  added  anoUier  to  the  list 

oferils  of  the  past  to  which  reference 

bsd  been  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 

CUre.    The  experience  of  the  past  had 

Wight  them  tliat   these  questions  were 

only  settled  by  successive  Acts  of  Par- 

liimeot.     The  hon.  Member  for   Clare 

considered  that  the  Bill  was  a  step  in 

tiie  right  direction,  because  it  would  iu- 

cresse  the    sum   to  be  advanced   from 

£100,000  to  £250,000.     This  method  of 

ie^islation  might  commend  itself  to  hon. 

Gentlemen  from  Ireland.      They  might 

be  pleased  at  the  time  of  one    Session 

after  another  being  taken  up  with  this 

attempt   to  cure  the   angry  sores  of  the 

country,  and  that,  at  first,  £100,000  and 

then  £250,000  should  be  devoted  to  these 

attempts.       The     Opposition   regretted 

every  failure,  and  held  that  every  fresh 

failure  would  render  the  chance  of  per- 


manent success  more  problematical  than 
before.  Still,  in  dealing  with  the  new 
tenants  the  Chief  Secretary  said  that  the 
danger  might  be  great  in  leaving  these 
men  practically  out  of  account,  but  that 
the  danger  would  be  far  greater  if  they 
did  not  deal  with  the  whole  body  of 
tenants  in  Ireland.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  it  was  more  dangerous  to  let  through 
the  majority  of  the  tenants  and  then  to 
slam  the  door  in  the  faces  of  their 
fellows ;  and  this  was  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  in  this  Bill.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  excluded  from  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  the  very  class  who 
were  in  the  minds,  he  was  sure,  of  every 
Irish  Member  when  8|>eaking  on  thi8 
question  in  Ireland.  The  part  of  the 
eloquent  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  York,  which  received  the  most 
prolonged  and  animated  cheering  from 
hon.  Members  opposite,  was  that 
in  which  he  defended  the  ringleaders, 
as  they  were  called,  of  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign— the  men  who  could  have  paid 
their  rent  but  did  not.  These  were  his 
words: — 

"  Did  the  hon.  and  gallant  or  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  think  that  the  tenants  of  Ire- 
land as  a  budy  would  consent  to  a  reinstate- 
ment one  of  the  terms  of  which  wam  to  leave 
outside  the  pale  the  men  who  had  stood  b&)ide 
them  iu  tlte  hour  of  their  need  /  ** 

Were  not  some  of  the  men  on  the  farms 
that  had  been  re-let  as  worthy  of  those 
epithets  as  the  men  to  whom  the  Member 
for  York  had  referred  ?  He  did  not  dis- 
cuss the  merits  of  every  action  or  motive 
of  either  class  of  men,  but  he  maintained 
that  if  the  ordinary  ringleaders  on  every 
estate  in  which  the  Plan  of  Cam])aign 
had  been  started  could  be  so  spoken  of 
the  men  whose  farms  had  been  re-let  were 
entitled  to  the  name  praise.  The  hon. 
Menil)er  had  told  them  that  they  did  not 
understand  Irishmen  if  they  believed 
they  would  rest  content  as  long  as  those 
men  were  excluded  from  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill.  The  Opposition  nnderstood 
Irishmen  well  enough  to  know  that  so 
long  as  they  excluded  these  1,553  men 
their  measure  of  conciliation  was  nothing 
but  a  pretence.  Practically,  the  whole 
of  the  Luggacurran  estate  had  lieen  re- 
let to  new  tenants  ;  one  of  the  old  tenants ' 
was  a  wealthy  Member  of  that  House  ; 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Kerry 
(Mr.  Kilbride)  was  a  typical  instance,  to 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Mcml)er  for 
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York  referred  tlie  previous  eyening.  As 
fas  as  he  oould  see^  hawever,  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Kerry  was  excluded 
from  the  proYisious  of  the  Bill.  He  had 
referred  to  these  points  in  order  to  show 
how  it  was  that,  in  his  opiuion,  the  Bill 
was  doomed  to  become  an  absolute 
failure*  This  was  by  no  means  the  first 
attempt  which  had  been  made  to  deal 
with  this  sut>ject  of  the  evicted  tenants. 
This  was  the  fifth  attempt  made 
in  four  years.  The  first  was  that 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kerry  in 
1891,  which  was  followed  by  that 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
in  the  same  year,  and  the  proposal  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Roscommon  in  1892, 
and  that  of  the  Member  for  North  Meath 
in  1893.  A  great  portion  of  the  time  of 
Parliament  had  been  taken  up  with  this 
question  and  strewn  with  the  wrecks  of 
their  efforts.  If  that  were  so  he  thought 
they  might  abate  a  little  the  sanguine 
expressions  of  hope  which  made  up  so 
much  of  the  speeches  delivered  from  the 
Benches  opposite.  The  Chief  Secretary 
himself  was  not  nearly  so  sanguine  as  his 
followers,  because  in  his  speeches  he 
spoke  of  it  with  earnestness  as  an  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  question.  The  Chief 
Secretary  appreciated  the  difficulties  of 
the  question,  but  a  good  many  of  his 
followers  failed  to  do  so.  Many  of  them 
seemed  to  think  that  this  was  a  question  as 
between  landlord  and  tenant  upon  a  cer- 
tain limited  number  of  estates.  He  had 
read  a  letter  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Skipton  Division  which  showed  such  a 
misconception  of  the  scope  and  character 
of  the  Bill  that,  if  it  be  widely  shared  and 
was  not  dispelled  by  their  discussions, 
any  decisions  which  they  arrived  at  would 
be  deprived  of  all  value.  In  that  letter 
the  hon.  Member  said — 

"  If  we  have  to  choose  between  a  departure  from 
ordinary  political  morality,  between  some  dero- 
gation from  the  full  rights  of  the  owners  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  peace  of  Ireland  on  theother^ 
the  less  must  yield  to  the  greater,  even  if  it  is 
the  Irish  landlord  class,  for  the  supreme  needs 
of  the  British  Empire." 

He  thought  everybody  would  agree  in 
those  sentiments,  but  they  were  abso- 
lutely beside  the  issue.  In  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  the  Bill  would  benefit 
the  landlords  on  those  estates — 
it  would  put  money  in  their  pockets. 
Some  of  the  criticisms  levelled  against^ 

Mr.  Wyndham 


the  18th  clause  of  the  Act  of  1891  wei 
that  it  would  have  that  effect,  and  tl 
same  criticism,  if  it  was  a  criticism,  migl 
be  addressed  against  the  proposal  of  tl 
Government.  They  had  nothing  to  fei 
from  this  Bill.  If  they  could  restrict  the 
view  to  its  effect  upon  the  fortunes  < 
the  4,000  tenants  and  their  hindlords  o 
these  estates,  they  might  all  go  into  tl 
same  Lobby  and  vote  for  the  tenant 
getting  the  land  and  the  landlords  gettin 
the  money.  But  they  could  not  so  n 
strict  their  view.  They  must  think  ( 
what  its  ultimate  effect  would  be  upo 
no  less  an  area  than  the  whole  socii 
peace  of  Ireland.  There  were  two  grei 
issuesiat  stake — the  peace  of  Ireland  in  tb 
first  place,  and,  as  the  minor  issue,  a  coi 
siderable  expenditure  of  pubic  monej 
For  his  part,  if  they  could  arrive  at 
satisfactory  settlement  upon  the  first,  h 
should  not  inquire  too  curiously  into  th 
second.  If  they  could  be  sure  that  th 
Bill  would  confirm  the  progress  noi 
being  made  towards  universal  agraria 
content  in  Ireland,  he  should  not  mind  i 
it  cost,  not  a  quarter  of  a  million,  but  on 
million  or  two  millions  of  money.  Be 
it  was  because  he  believed  that,  fa 
from  confirming  that  progress,  it  woul 
interrupt  it,  that  he  was  prepared  to  vot 
against  its  Second  Reading.  The  issue 
before  them  were  more  momentous  tha 
many  of  the  Chief  Secretary's  supportei 
seemed  to  imagine.  They  were  als 
very  novel  and  very  complex.  The 
knew  the  Chief  Secretary  had  disclaime 
novelty,  and  had  said  that  every  principl 
in  this  Bill  was  familiar  to  this  Hou6< 
and  that  the  Bill  was  a  mere  extension  c 
the  13th  clause. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY :  I  never  sai 
that. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said,  it  was  quit 
true  the  Chief  Secretary  never  said  ii 
and  he  apologised  to  the  right  hoi 
Gentleman  for  the  misstatement.  M 
Justice  Mathew  said  it  on  the  Commi( 
sion,  and  for  the  moment  he  confused  th 
two  things  in  his  mind.  The  right  hoi 
Gentleman  would  agree  that  there  ha 
been  a  good  deal  of  talk  as  to  the  polic 
of  reinstatement,  and  that  it  had  bee 
said  that  it  was  familiar  to  this  Hous< 
and  that  it  had  even  obtained  the  sanctio 
of  this  House  on  more  than  one  occasioi 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  lent  soon 
colour  to  this  view  of  the  Bill  by  quotin 
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e  thftD  oDce  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Member  for  West  Birmingham,  who 
ged  that  he  was  in  favour  of  the 
^nsioD  of  the  Idth  Clause.  He  had 
ted  that  passage  twic«,  and  had  ap- 
led  to  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Bt  Birmingham  as  being  in  favour  of  a 
cj  which  was  not  very  different  from 
policy  of  the  13th  Clause. 

iR.  J.  MORLEY :  I  do  not  believe 
right   hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
West   Birmingham    had  mentioned 
13th  Section. 

Ir.  WYNDHAM  said,  he  had  not 
quotation  with  him,  but  he  undertook 
ay  that  the  Idth  Section  was  men- 
led  in  the  y&tj  quotation  used  by  the 
ef  Secretary.  But  there  was  one 
ent  feature  of  difference  distinguishing 
Bill  not  only  from  the  13th  Clause, 
from  every  one  of  the  four  attempts 
ich  had  been  made  in  recent  Sessions 
leal  with  this  question.  In  every  one 
lose  attempts  purchase  was  put  forward 
the  primary  solution,  and  reinstate- 
It  was  only  brought  in  as  a  threat  or 
stion  behind  the  other.  In  this  Bill, 
the  very  first  time,  reinstatement  was 
forward  as  the  primary  solution  of 
I  difficulty  and  not  purchase.  There 
:ht  be  a  possible  exception  in  the  case 
bhe  Bill,  also  founded  on  the  Report 
he  Mathew  Commission,  brought  in 
year  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
trim,  but  lest  anyone  should  suppose 
t  that  Bill  contained  nothing  that  was 
novel,  he  would  remind  the  House 
b  when  an  application  for  the  Closure 
I  made,  Mr.  Speaker  declined  to  put 
Question  on  the  ground  that  the  De- 
>  appeared  to  open  up,  in  his  opinion, 
lestion  of  great  difficulty  and  com- 
ation,  and  that  question  of  great 
culty  and  complication  was  nothing 
than  this :  that  for  the  first 
^  in  this  House  they  were  asked 
reinstate,  to  restore  tenants  to  all 
its,  whereas  on  all  previous  occa- 
s  they  had  only  been  asked  to  put 
n  in  a  position  to  purchase  and  not 
ore  them  to  all  their  rights.  The 
sure  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
ry  contemplated  priority  of  purchase 
he  part  of  tenants  evicted  from  farms 
Dh  had  subsequently  been  re-let ;  the 
1  Clause  merely  contemplated  pur* 
le.    Tiie  Bill  introduced  by  the. hon. 
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Member  for  Roscommon  merely  contem- 
plated purchase,  but,  in  the  event  of  the 
landlord  refusing  to  sell,  reinstatement 
was  put  in  as  a  dire  punishment  to  be 
visited  upon  him  for  his  offences.  Still 
reinstatement  was  in  the  background. 
The  policy  of  the  Chief  Secretary's  Bill 
was  a  completely  novel  departure  in  this 
House.  The  other  Bills  all  recognised 
the  problem  of  the  re-let  farms  to 
be  the  crux  of  the  whole  diffi- 
culty, but  the  Chief  Secretary's  Bill 
evaded  and  ignored  it  altogether.  This 
was  the  other  novelty  of  the  Bill,  and  he 
thought  that,  before  they  came  to  any 
decision  on  it,  they  must  examine  it 
closely  in  the  light  of  these  two  novel 
departures.  He  took  the  question  of 
reinstatement  as  against  purchase.  He 
could  not  for  the  life  of  him  imagine  a 
single  argument  which  had  led  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  prefer  reinstatement  to  pur- 
chase. Looked  at  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  land,  purchase  had  always  been 
recognised  as  preferable.  It  had  always 
been  held  that  it  was  a  hardship  to  force 
a  landlord  to  take  back  a  man  who  had 
failed  to  discharge  his  obligations  towards 
him.  Was  it  not  true  that  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  tenant  also  that  purchase 
was  preferable  to  reinstatement  ?  The 
instalments  under  the  Land  Act  of  1891 
were  in  every  case  less  than  the  rent  he 
would  have  to  pay,  and  there  were  pro- 
visions in  that  Act  for  assisting  him  if  he 
fell  into  arrear  not  through  his  own 
fault. 

Mr.  BODKIN  said,  that  under  the 
present  Bill  purchase  was  at  the  option 
of  the  landlord.  He  was  perfectly  certain 
the  tenants  would  be  quite  prepared  to 
take  a  Bill  with  purchase  as  the  only 
solution. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said,  he  dared  say 
the  tenants  would  be  quite  prepared  to 
take  a  Bill  with  purchase  as  the  only 
solution,  but  the  Bill  they  bad  been  asked 
to  consider  put  forward  reinstatement  as 
the  primary  solution  of  this  difficulty. 
Reinstatement  was  the  Chief  Secretary's 
solution,  and  if  the  landlord  felt  that 
reinstatement  was  too  intolerable  he  was 
to  be  at  the  pains  of  appealing,  of  showing 
cause,  of,  practically,  going  to  law  in 
order  to  substitute  purchase  for  re- 
instatement. If  hon.  Members  from  Ire- 
land    thought     purchase      was     better 
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than  reinstatement,  they  agreed  with 
him,  hut  why,  in  Heaven^s  name^  was 
it  not  in  the  Bill  ?  Wiiy  did  not  they 
induce  the  Chief  Secretary  to  make  it  a 
purchase  instead  of  a  reinstatement  Bill  ? 
Purchase  was  looked  upon  as  a  final 
remedy,  and  if  it  was  a  good  remedy  for 
estates  in  a  noi^mal  condition,  it  followed 
that  it  was  the  best  remedy  for  estates  in 
connection  with  which  these  unhappy 
events  had  occurred.  Of  all  the  schemes 
for  purchase  thaf  had  been  put  forward 
the  only  one  that  had  commended  itself 
to  the  Unionist  Party  was  the  scheme  of 
purchase  embodied  in  the  13th  Clause  of 
the  Laud  Act  of  1891,  because  that 
measure  was  voluntary.  It  ^Vas  not  the 
mere  traditional  repugnance  to  compnl- 
sioii  which  made  them  prefer  thie  policy 
of  the  13th  Clause.  It  was  because  com- 
pulsory power  in  this  case  conferred 
special  privileges  upon  a  certain  section 
of  Irish  tenants.  It  was  not  compulsion 
against  which  they  reVjclled  ;  it  was 
against  the  result  of  that  compulsion — 
namely,  that  while  the  whole  tenantry  of 
Ireland,  and  especially  the  tenantry  of 
Ulster,  were  dying  to  have  a  Bill  for 
compulsory  purchase,  they  put  a  certain 
amount  of  compulsory  power  Into  the 
hands  of  the  men  whom,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  they  despised  as  having  failed 
to  fulfil  their  obligations.  That  was,  he 
thought,  a  very  serious  argument  in 
favour  of  the  poli(jy  of  the  13th  Clause, 
and  a  very  damaging  criticism  against 
the  policy  of  this  Bill.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  sometimes  said  that  by 
granting  this  compulsory  power  they  did 
not  give  special  privileges  to  the  evicted 
tenants.  He  had  said,  practically,  "  We 
don't  give  them  compulsory  purchase  ; 
they  are  only  put  on  a  level  with  the 
others ;  that  they  are  reinstated  into 
their  holdings  and  enjoy  them  as  other 
people  enjoy  their  holdings."  He 
thought  it  was  easy  to  see  that  was 
a  special  privilege  given.  There  was 
the  case  of  the  tenants  whom  he 
naight  call  desirable  tenants,  from  the 
landlord's  point  of  view — the  men  who 
fulfilled  their  contracts.  They  had  to 
make  their  bargain  as  best  they  could  ; 
but  what  was  the  position  of  the  un- 
desirable tenants,  and  tenants  who  had 
rendered  themselves  intolerable  to  the 
landlords.  They  Could  present  the 
landlords  ^ith  the  f^U^rq(^tivQ  of  Belling 


to  them,  or  of  reoeiTing  them  hmtk  . 
tenants,  so  that  they  did  not  give  the 
by  this  Bill  a  lever  which  they  mig 
aj^ply  at  their  plestsure  upon  the  fuloru 
of  their  own  unfitness.  It  was  alwa^ 
unwise  to  lead  Irish  tenauta  to  thic 
that  they  ooukl  not  only  resist  the  lai 
but  neglect  the  benefits  conferred  c 
them  by  the  law.  That  was  the  id< 
which  had  lurked  in  aii  their  legi^latlc 
for  Irela^id,  and,  although  he  might  I 
told  this  was  a  criticism  which  migl 
have  been  passed  on  the  policy  of  tl 
13th  Clause,  he  was  sure  the  Chi< 
Secretary  would  agre^  that  as  muc 
difficulty  sprang  not  only  from  tli 
hostility  to  the  restrictions  imposed  h 
the  law  as  from  the  apathy  of  tli 
tenants  of  Ireland  to  the  benefits  coi 
f erred  by  the  law.  It  was  iu  coos( 
quence  of  the  repeated  Acte  which  the 
had  passed  that  they  were  fosteriog 
belief  in  the  breasts  of  the  Irish  tenant 
that  they  alone  possessed  inalienabJ 
rights  which  no  breach  of  the  law  an 
which  no  neglect  to  take  advantage  c 
the  benefits  of  the  law  could  ever  afieei 
Session  after  Session  was  wasted,  am 
million  after  million -was  voted  in  onle 
to  rest/Ore  to  the  Irish  tenants  specia 
privileges-  which,  for  political  purposes 
they  allow  to  go  by  default.  He  ad 
mitted  that  that  was  an  argmnent  whicl 
might  be  turned  against  their  poliey  a 
embodied  in  the  Idth  Clause ;  bu 
if  there  was  danger  there,  is  then 
not  greater  danger  now  when  the  benefit 
of  that  Act  had  also  been  ignored  ?  I 
there  was  danger  in  putting  the  tenant 
who  had  been  evicteid  upon  an  equalit] 
with  the  tenants  who  had  fulfilled  thei 
obligations,  is  there  not  far  greater  daogei 
in  conferring  special  privileges  upoi 
them,  and  did  they  not  push  temerity  t< 
its  last  verge  when,  whilst  making  the8< 
proposals,  they  altogether  ignored  tin 
crux  of  the  whole  problem — namely,  (h< 
farms  whioh  had  been  re-let  to  nev 
tenants  in-  Ireland  ?  So  far  as  .  the^ 
knew,  and  they  gathered  even  from  th< 
speeches  which  had  been  made  that  even 
ing,  this  question  of  the  farms  that  ha< 
been  te-let  to  new  tenants  in  Ireland  wa 
not  only  paramount,  but  ^as*  regarded  a 
of  exclasive  importance  by  the  men  when 
they  wished  to  coAoiliate.  The  Chie 
Seieretar^  prnfeesed  to  be* guided  by  Irisl 
o{)inion,  yet  his  Bill  did  not:  touch  th 
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prublem  as  it  was  understood  by  his  Irish 
advisers  irhoD,  in  the  clause  put  forward 
in  the  Debates  on  the  Land  Act  of  1891, 
it  was  proWded   that  where  a  farm  was 
lield    by  a  new  tenant   the   old   tenant 
:»hould  be  allowed  to  ofToras  much  money 
AS  the  present  tenant  was  willing  to  give 
for  it.     And   if  any  hon.  Member  would 
r«d  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
;        ^orth  Leitrim,  delivere<i  in  favour  of  his 
\        BiU  of  last  year,  he  wonld  sec  that  from 
-\       ViVs  argument    ho   excluded    the    whole 
\_       number  of    derelict    farms    and    farms 
\       cultivated  by  the  landlord.     That  was  to 
^  *       «7,  he  excluded  from  his  argument  the 
onlj  farms  with  which  the  present  Bill 
proposed  to  deal,  and  he  concluded  his 
argument  by  raying  that  the  number  of 
ikrms   in   dispute  in   Ireland    would  1)6 
reduced  from  3,676  to  1,533,  which,  he 
added,  was  not  a  very  large  number.  That 
was  to  say  that  the  only  point,  according 
to  him,  in  dispute  was  one  which   the 
Chief   Secretary  ignoretl  altogether.     If 
he  meant  to  attack  this  prolilem,  why 
did  not  he  harden  his  heart  and  ask  thetn 
to  buy  out  these  men  at  the  full  value  of 
their    holdings  with    10  per  cent,  com- 
pensation  for   disturbance  ?      Thi:^    Bill 
was  open   to  these  two  objections,  and 
because    these  two   objections   were  not 
addressed  to  the  same  point  they  could 
not   l>e   set   oft'  one   against   the   other. 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  not  nrrivo<l  at  a 
compromise  between  two  rival  solutions. 
Ue  had  made  a  combination  of  two  views 
— a  combination  which  embraced  for  the 
scheme  of  each  Party  the  very  element 
which  led  to  its  rejection  by  the  other, 
and    which  eschewed  the   only  element 
which   commended    it    to   those   views. 
From  such  a  combination  they  could  not, 
with  any  probable  regartl  for  the  future, 
have  much  doubt  as  to  its  failing  to  carry 
out  the  Chief  Secretary's  object.     They 
might  doubt  how  much  this  Bill  would 
settle  ;   they  uone  of  them  could  know 
how    much    it   would   cost.     The   Chief 
Secretary,   in.  his   speech    on    the   First 
Beading,  said   it  was   impossible  to  say 
with  anything  like  accuracy  what  was 
the  precise  nnmber  of  cases  that  would 
have  to  be  dealt  with  under  this  Bill. 
^  This  is  a  matter,"  he  went  on  to  say, 
*^  which    the    arbitrators    will    have   to 
decide,  and   if  the  arbitrators  are  fully 
seized  of  the  policy  of  this  Bill,  no  doubt 
they  will  come  to  a  right  conclusion  in  all 


the  cases  before  them.''  The  arbitrators 
would  have  to  find  whether  a  tenant  had 
acted  in  a  reasonable  or  unreasonable 
manner,  but  he  asked  the  House  to 
imagine  the  feelings  of  the  man  whose 
farm  was  now  vacant,  but  who  was  found 
to  have  acted  unreasonably  by  this  Com- 
mission. If  they  did  that  they  would 
arrive  at  some  measure  of  the  amount,  of 
success  which  wag  likely  to  attend  this 
attempt  at  conciliation. 

Mr.    NV.   O'BRIEN    (Cork,    City)  : 
If  the  tone,  the  good  humour,  and,  to 
a  large  extent,  the  conciliatory   speech 
we    have    just    listened    to    had     been 
imitated  by   the  hon.  Gentleman's  more 
reactionary  colleagues  who  have  borne 
the  burden  of  this  Debate,  I,  for  one^ 
should    not   have  dreamt  of   interfering 
even  for  a  few  moments  in  this  Debate. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  admits  and  deplores 
I  the   evils    which  this   Bill  is  framed  to 
I  remedy,  and  the  remedy  which   he   hini- 
!  self    suggests   is    l)eyond    all    «lonbt   a 
I  remedy    which    is  provided  for    in    this 
very   Bill,  for  in  this   Bill  it  is    placed 
'  absolutely     and    unequivocally     in    the 
I  power  of  the  landlord  to  choose  whether 
I  a  settlement    under   this  Bill  will  be  a 
I  settlement  by  reinstatement  or  by  pur- 
!  chase.     I  do  not  intend   to  allow  myself 
I  to  Ih?  drawn  by  tlio  taunts  of  the  gentle- 
men who,  I   «m   sorry   to  say,  represent 
'  the  true  spirit  of  opposition  to  this  Bill, 
'  At  the  right  moment  I  should  say  that 
j  we  will  |)ossibly  be  able  to   take  care  of 
I  ourselves  if  there  should  be  any  occasion 
I  to  do  so.     I  do  not   think   there  is   the 
I  least  occasion  to  do  so.     It  would  be  only 
degraiiing    a    question    in    reference    to 
which  any  man   who  values  permanent 
peace    in    Ireland     might     find     some- 
thing    better     to     ar«rne      about     than 
to      keep       fighting       this       question. 
The  old   and   ancient   litany  of  charges 
against  the  Plan  of  C'unipaign  to  which 
we  listened  last   night  and   to-night  has 
l)een  recited  himdreds,  nny,  thonsaiuU  of 
times   l)eforc   the  Knglisli  constituencies 
year  after  yeiir,  and  the  result  was  that 
at     the      (General     Election     the     Tory 
Party,  who  put  those  ehnrges    forward, 
were  compelled  to  cross  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Commons.     Again   last  night 
and   again  to-night  we  have   these  old 
charges  repeated,  and  the  action  of  the 
Tory  Party  shows  that  they  are  deter* 
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mined  not  to  allow  us  to  close  this  chapter 
of  ancient  Irish  history.     Certainly,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  not  the 
slightest  desire  to  open  it ;  but  I  cannot 
listen  to    these    charges  —  these    stale 
charges — withoqt   saying  something    to 
remind  the  House  what  are   the  facts. 
We  have  been  told  that  this  Bill  is  a  Bill 
to  screen  persons  who  have  taken  part  in 
;an  illegal  political  conspiracy.     Well,  we 
did  not  know,  when  we  entered  on  this 
:8truggle,  that  it  was  illegal.     I  do  not 
say  that  we  cared  very  much  whether  it 
was  or  not.  \_A  laugh,]  Oh,  certainly  not. 
There  is  not  a  Trades  Union  in  England 
rthat  was  not  an  illegal  conspiracy  until  the 
Legislature  learned  sense  and  declared  it 
iegal.     But  I  want  to  point  out  that,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  Plan  of  Campaign, 
abuse  it  as  you  may,  was  for  more  than 
two  years  in  operation,  and  that  nearly  all 
the  evictions  took  place  before  the  Irish 
people   were  made   aware   that   it   was 
an  illegal  combination,  even  in  the  esti- 
mation of  Tory  juries  in  Ireland.  Instead 
of  being  illegal,  we  had  it   under   the 
authority  of  the  Tory  Attorney  General 
of  the  day  that  the  Government  could 
not  interfere  with  it.     A  number  of  us 
irere  tried  for  entering  into  an    illegal 
conspiracy,  and,  although  most  elaborate 
precautions  were  taken  to   pack  the  jury 
in  Dublin,  that  jury  of  our  countrymen 
declined  to  convict  us,  or  to  say   that 
there  was  anything  illegal  in  the  Plan  of 
Campaign.      I  think,  under   these   cir- 
.cumstances,  we  were  justified  in  assum- 
ing that  our  action  was  not  illegal,  and, 
glibly  as  gentlemen  may  talk  about  it 
now  as  an  illegal  conspiracy,  I  venture  to 
submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  the 
facts   that  the  Plan  of  Campaign   had 
been  in  operation  for  at  least  two  years, 
and  that  all  the  evictions  had  taken  place 
before  any  authoritative  decision  as  to 
the  illegality  of  the  Plan  was  given.     I 
challenge  anyone  to  deny  that  ever  since 
there  was  an  authoritative  condemnation 
of  the   Plan   of  Campaign  that  on  any 
single  one  of  those  estates  the  tenants 
ever  declined  to  accept  any  reasonable 
terms  of  arbitration,  or  were  not  from 
beginning  to  end  ready  to  submit  to  any- 
thing, lest  that  they  and  their  children 
should    be    driven    to    the    workhouse, 
because  they  combined  against  rack  rents, 
which  the  Tory  Government  afterwards 
admitted  were  intolerable.     We  have  had 

Mr.  W.  O'Brien 


again  and  again   repeated  the  ignorant 
outcry  that  the  Plan  of  Campaign  was  a 
mere  political  dodge,  and  that  it  was  not 
justified  by  the  circumstances  of  agricul- 
tural  depression   in  Ireland.     The   fact 
is  that  these  tenants  did  nothing  what- 
soever that  the  Tory   Chief  Secretary, 
the     hon.     Baronet     the     Member    for 
Bristol,    did    not    do    with     regard     to 
Lord    Clanricarde,    and    which  Sir    £. 
Buller  did   not   do  in    the    same    year 
with  regard  to  the  landlords  of  Kerry. 
That  is  to  say,  they  put  pressure — what 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Bristol  called  ^'  pressure  within  the  law,** 
and  we  thought  we  were  well  within  the 
law  in  putting  Trades  Union  pressure  on 
the  landlords    in    order   to    secure   that 
justice  was  done  to  tenants  in  a  year  of 
appalling  agricultural  depression.     This 
House,    when    it   was   a   Tory    House, 
declined  to  apply  that  pressure  in  a  con- 
stitutional way  when  it  was  asked  to  do 
it  by   Mr.  Parnell  in    188d.     They  re- 
jected his  proposal  with  scoffing  in  the 
autumn  of  1886^  but  they  bad   to  pass  a 
Bill,  which  was  far  more  stringent^  in  the 
summer  of  the  following  year  ;  and  what 
the   Plan  of  Campaign  did  was  simply 
to  bridge  over  the  interval  and  compel  the 
landlords  to  do  in   1887   what  they  de- 
clined to  do  in  1886.     The  exponents  of 
this  Bill  are  in  this  dilemma — either  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  was  a  necessary  com- 
bination, or  that  the  Tory  Land  Act  c^ 
1887    was   a   political   dodge ;    because 
there  is   no  getting  over   the   fact  that 
the  Tory  Land  Act  of  1887  was  practi- 
cally the  legal  enactment  of  the  Plan  of 
Campaign,    let   them   abuse   it   now   as 
much   as   they  please,  which  they  were 
compelled  to  pass  into  law  ;  and  if  we 
have  an  Evicted  Tenants  Bill  it  is  merely 
because   the   Tory  Part  most   unwisely 
determined  year  after  year  for  the  last 
six  or  eight  years  to  keep  the  country  in 
hot  water  in  order  to  take  vengeance  on 
the  men   who  beat  them.      That  yeai 
(1886)  was   a  year  of    mo^t  intolerable 
distress  to  the  Irish  farmers,  and  we  were 
right,  and  the  Government  were  wrong, 
as  all  the  world  now  knows.     Whatevei 
may  have  been  the  legal  defects  of  the 
Plan   of    Campaign — and  we   never  re 
garded  it  as   anything  but  a  rough-and 
ready  remedy — it  brought  the  landlord! 
and  the  Tory  Parliament  to  reason  ;  i 
saved  the  Irish  farmers,  and  it  preventec 
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terrible  outburst  of  crime  as  well.  We 
lye  been  charged  again  and  again  in 
lis  House  and  on  Tory  platforms  with 
aking  political  capital  out  of  the  Plan 
'  Campaign.  Our  retort  is  that  the 
orj  Party,  to  their  own  loss  and  ruin, 
ideavoured  to  extract  political  capital 
It  of  the  Campaign  by  attempting  to 
»troy  these  unfortunate  tenants  in  order 
i  prevent  any  further  combination 
gainst  the  landlords,  and  to  show  what 
jrrible  fellows  the  Tory  Party  were  as 
>ercionist8.  I  have  frequently  stated  in 
lis  House  that  the  quarrel  might  have 
3en  settled  in  48  hours,  Nothing  would 
Dive  been  easier  when  the  Act  of  1887 
as  passed  than  to  have  drawn  a  wet 
)onge  over  the  past — for  I  am  certain 
lat  up  to  that  time  not  more  than  50, 
jrtainlv  not  80,  of  these  evictions  had 
jken  place — and  to  have  ended  the  whole 
ispute.  I  and  other  Irish  Members 
jfain  and  again  in   this   House   offered 

>  abandon  the  Plan  of  Campaign  right 
way  if  these  tenants  were  admitted  to 
le  benefits  of  the  Act,  which  they 
lemselves  had  won.  But,  no  ;  the  Tory 
rovemment  did  not  want  peace  ;  they 
anted  vengeance  ;  they  wanted,  what 
le  hon.  Member  for  South  Hunts  said, 

►  make  examples  of  the  tenantry  of  Ire- 
nd  for  forcing  Lord  Salisbury  to 
vallow  in  1887  the  declaration  he  made 
I  1886,  that  he  never  would  reduce  the 
idicial  rents.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to 
ty  so;  but  I  think  I 'am  bound  to 
ty  it,  that  it  was  only  for  the  purpose  of 
reaking  vengeance  upon  these  few 
>dies  of  tenants  that  the  late  Govern- 
lent  passed  their  Coercion  Act.  It 
as  passed  for  no  other  purpose 
lan  to  crush  them.  That  Government 
igaged  in  4,000  prosecutions  ;  they  im- 
risoned  about  24  Members  of'  this 
[ouse ;  they  ^prosecuted  almost  every 
ationalist  newspaper  in  Ireland,  and 
ley  carried  on  evictions  wholesale  in 
*der  to  break  down  our  combination.  I 
»metimes  wonder  whether  some  of  the 
[embers  of  the  Tory  Party  do  not  ask 
lemselves  what  their  Government 
uned  by  all  these  years  of  violence.  I 
ill  tell  them.  They  simply  gained 
lats  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  House, 
hey  played  a  petty  political  game  for 
le  purpose  of  ruining  these  unfortunate 
en  in  order  to  serve  the  landlords  and 

\  discredit  the  leaders  of  the  movement 


— a  few  Members  of  this  House — and 
what  has  been  the  result  ?  The  evicted 
tenants  have  not  been  ruined,  but  the 
Tory  Government  are.  In  passing  from 
this  subject  I  will  only  say  further  that, 
no  matter  what  you  may  say  about  their 
crimes  or  our  crimes,  these  tenants  were 
in  substance  rifi^ht  in  the  beginning  of 
this  quarrel.  They  have  conducted  them- 
selves throughout  all  this  painful  time 
with  marvellous  patience.  They  have 
not  allowed  themselves  to  be  intimidated 
by  coercion,  or  to  be  goaded  into  crime 
by  cruelty  or  suffering.  I  say  that  the 
Irish  people  will  never  abandon  the 
evicted  tenants.  And  what  is  more,  I 
venture  to  say,  with  my  colleagues 
around  me,  that  if  the  Irish  people  were 
offered  Home  Rule  to-morrow  on  con- 
dition of  these  men  being  driven  into  the 
workhouse  they  would  repudiate  it  with 
scorn.  This  is  certain  :  that  while  we 
are  prepared  to  fight,  we  are  also 
prepared,  now  as  always,  to  put 
an  end  to  the  whole  of  this  wretched 
business  on  any  reasonable  terms 
that  will  restore  the  evicted  tenants. 
The  Irish  people  want  no  crowing  over 
the  landlords ;  they  want  no  injustice 
done  to  any  man.  They  simply  and 
honestly  want  to  put  an  end  to  this 
quarrel  once  for  all  on  reasonable  terms. 
We  have  sufficient  confidence  in  the  jus- 
tice and  honesty  of  the  case  of  the 
tenants  that  we  are  perfectly  ready  to 
allow  any  fair  judicial  tribunal  to  decide 
upon  the  equities  of  each  individual  case ; 
and  if  the  Chief  Secretary  has  been> 
fortunate  enough  to  find  such  a  tribunal 
— and  it  is  remarkable  that  up  to  tbL» 
the  fairness  of  the  tribunal  has  not  been 
impugned  by  the  other  side — I  can 
assure  him  that  the  Irish  people  will 
raise  no  difficulty  as  to  any  terms  that 
are  proposed  which  will  do  equal  justice 
between  man  and  man.  As  to  the 
ludicrous  suggestion  that  has  been, 
thrown  out  in  the  course  of  this  Debate 
that  the  Irish  Party  are  in  some  tremeu- 
dous  difficulty  about  the  evicted  tenants 
question,  and  that  the  Bill  is  intended 
to  extricate  them  from  that  difficulty,  it 
is  a  delusion  as  ridiculous  as  it  is  untrue. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  man  who  under- 
stands the  rudiments  merely  of  the  Irish 
question  believes  it  in  his  heart.  This 
evicted  tenants*  question,  instead  of  being 
our  weakness,  is  our  strength,  and  is  one 
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of  our  pri^eipal  holds  on  the  loyalty  of 
tbe  Irish  people.  I  need  only  instance 
the  fact  that  the  town  of  Tipperary — 
with  regard  to  which  some  ridiculous 
misapprehensions  prevail  in  this  House — 
has  contributed  this  year  a  larger  sum 
towards  the  Evicted  Tenants'  Fund  than 
any  other  town  in  Ireland,*  and  sent 
its  contributions  not  to  the  so- 
called  champions  of  New  Tipperar}' 
in  this  House,  but  to  the  parish 
priest,  the  Rev.  Canon  Cahill,  who 
handed  the  money  over  to  my  hon.  Friend, 
the  terribly  abused  Member  for  East 
Mayo.  I  have  been  lately  at  meetings 
of  our  so-called  dupes  upon  two  of  the 
largest  Plan  of  Campaign  estates — the 
Luggacurren  and  the  Ponsonby  estates — 
and  I  can  assure  the  representatives  of 
the  landlords  in  this  House  that  if  they 
had  been  present  they  would  have  given 
up  the  illusion  that  they  are  going  to 
damage  us  in  the  opinion  of  our  fellow- 
countrymen  by  prolonging  this  wretched 
struggle  over  the  evicted  tenants.  We 
are  told  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Armagh  that  this  Bill  will  be  thrown 
out  in  another  place.  That  may  be  so, 
for  the  other  House  has  done  as  foolish 
things  before.  They  rejected  a  certain 
Compensation  for  Disturbance  Bill  one 
year,  and  the  next  year  they  were  able 
-to  plume  themselves  on  having  been  the 
principal  organisers  of  the  Land  League, 
one  of  the  most  fearful  movements  which 
the  landlords  of  Ireland  or  of  any  other 
country  had  to  contend  against.  This  is 
;ftlraost  too  solemn  a  subject  to  prophesy 
About,  and  I  recognise  the  danger  of 
vaticination.  But  last  night  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  reminded  the 
House  that  events  have  invariably 
proved  that  when  they  have  uttered 
warnings  in  this  House  the  Irish 
Members  have  been  right  and  their 
opponents  have  been  wrong.  It  was 
so  in  1880  and  in  1886.  I  do  not 
know  how  it  may  be  in  1896  or  1896, 
but  this  I  will  say:  that  events  will 
prove  that  we  are  right  when  we 
tell  you  here  to-night  that  you 
might  as  well  expect  Englishmen 
to  sell  to  the  enemy  men  who  had 
won  some  great  battle  for  the  existence 
of  the  English  people  as  hope  that  yon 
will  ever  in  any  possible  cinmmstances 
induce  the  Irish  people  to  abandon  these 
evicted  t«iiAtit0  or  to  let  them  drift  into 

Mr.  W.  O'Brien 


the  workhouse  for  the  gratification  of  the 
landlords'  revenge.  We  lire,  perhaps, 
well  able  to  take  care  of  ourselves  when 
it  comes  to  fighting;  but  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  we  do  not  want 
a  fight ;  that  we  do  not  want  to  approach 
this  Bill  in  a  fighting  spirit,  but  its  object 
can  l)e  eflTected  by  any  reasonable  give- 
and-take  arrangement  which  will  do 
justice  between  man  and  man.  I  am 
afraid  there  is  no  ut^e  in  appealing  to 
hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  not  to 
protract  any  longer  this  discussion  at 
this  preliminary  stage  of  the  Bill  ;  but 
I  will  say  that  I  l)olicve  the  best  friends 
of  the  landlords,  as  well  as  the  friends 
of  the  tenants,  would  do  wisely  and 
well  to  hurry  on  the  Committee  stage  of 
this  Bill,  to  agree  in  Committee  to  such 
Amendments  as  may  improve  it,  and  then 
to  pass  it  into  law  with  as  little  friction 
as  possible. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  (LincolusUire,  Slen- 
ford)  :  The  hon.  Meml)er  for  Cork  has 
just  told  us  that  it  is  the  object  of  him^ 
self  and  his  friends  to  put  an  end  to  the 
quarrels  between  landlorils  and  tenants 
in  Ireland  without  infiictinf^  injustice  On 
anyone.  I  can  say  at  once,  in  reply  to 
the  hon.  Member,  with  all  tlie  convictioh 
in  the  world,  that  that  is  nn  object  ti'itti 
which,  without  exception,  every  sifagl^ 
Member  in  this  House  will  sympathise, 
no  matter  in  what  quarter  he  may  bb 
sitting.  But  whether  the  course  which 
the  hon.  Member  has  pursueil  in  the  past 
with  reference  to  this  question,  or  whe- 
ther the  Bill  now  before  the  House  is  or 
is  not  calculated  to  efiTect  that  object,  is, 
I  am  afraid,  a  very  different  question 
altogether.  With  the  permission  of  the 
House,  I  will  make  some  observations  in 
reply  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Membw* 
later  on,  but,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  do 
so,  I  will  begin  by  making  some  general 
observations  upon  the  measure  before  us, 
because  I  think  that  the  gravity  and 
importance  of  some  of  the  proposals  it 
contains  cannot  possibly  be  exaggerated. 
Sir,  what  we  are  discussing  to-nigftt  is 
really  nothing  more  bor  less  than  another 
new  Irish  Land  Act.  It  is  another 
chapter  in  the  long  series  of  measures  by 
which,  ever  since  I  came  into  this 
House,  I  am  afraid '25  years  ago,  Liberal 
Govek*nments  have  been  endcavoufing, 
and  in  my  humble  opinion,  with  almost 
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itire  failure,  to  settle  the  Irifih  land  i  learned  Friend  th^  Member  for  Dnbffin 
lesf ion.  Moreover,  I  desii*^  to  point  I  tfnivdfsitj  put  case  after  case  to  the 
It  that  in  some  of  its  provisions  this  I  Government  last  night.  He  described 
easare  goes  far  beyond  any  proposals  !  various  conditions  under  which  the  land- 
rer  submitted  to  Parliament  in  the  dif-  <  lord  might  be  called  upon  to  resign  the 
rent  measures  dealing  with  the  land  '  occupation  of  his  own  land.  He  put  half- 
lestion  which  have  preceded  it.  The  '  a-doxen  specific  ca^s  to  the  Government, 
liief  Secretary  told  us  yesterday  that  |  and  on  each  particulate' case  he  asked,  "Is 
e  Bill  contained  no  new  principles  ;  |  this  a  primA  facie  case  for  reinst&te- 
at  It  contained  no  principles  that  had  |  raent  ?  "  No  attempt  at  an  answer  has 
►t  been  already  sanctioned  by  Parlia-  been  made.  It  is  no  use  to  ride  off,  as 
ent,  and  incorporated  in  some  of  the  j  the  hon.  aod  learned  Member  for  Had- 
irious  Acts  in  reference  to  land  in  Ire-  |  dingtonshire  did  this  afternoon,  by  refer- 
od.  I  can  refute  that  statement  at  i  ring  to  old  Acts  passed  years  ago,  and 
ice  by  asking  the  right  hon.  Gen-  !  telling  us  that  all  these  things  to  which 
(man  a  single  question.  Is  it  or  is  it  i  we  object  have  been  done  before  at  one 
it  true  that  under  this  Bill  a  man  who  '  time  or  another  in  measures  that  are  now 
IS  been  farming  his  own  land  for  15  |  in  existence.  That  is  no  answer  to  us, 
ars,  and  who  has  spent  money  in  !  because  we  always  held,  and  have 
[proving  it,  can  be  evicted  from  it,  and  '  demonstrated  over  and  over  again,  that 

deprived  of  the  advantages  resulting  I  those  Acts  were,  in  many  respects,  most 
)m  the  capital  which  he  has  expended  I  iniquitous  and  mischievous,  and  have, 
on  it,  and  be  deprived,  moreover,  of  his  I  moreover,  been  aliiiost  complete  and 
siness  as  a  farmer,  in  which  he  maybe  absolute  failures.  [^Cries  of  "No  !  "] 
gaged  with  great  profit  and  advantage  I  shoulcl  like  very  much  to  know  the 
himself,  without  one  single  penny  of  '  Member  who  says  "no." 
mpensation  ?  I  ask  tlie  right  hon.  \  ^  ^  ^  RUSSELL  (.Tyrope,  S.) : 
mtleman,  is  not  that  a  true  description    j         u  iv    "  ^  v  y     r-  7      / 

some  of  the   contents   of  this   Bill  ?  |  ^*^     ^^^" 
le  right  lion.  Gentleman  cannot  deny  1      Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  Well,  1  shall  have 

and  unless  he  can  deny  it  he  must  to  say  something  of  the  history  of  those 
ow,  as  well  as  I  know,  and  everybody  Acts,  because  I  think  I  can  convince  the 
e  in  the  House  knows,  that  there  House  that  I  am  accurate  in  laying  that 
I  principles  of*  entire  novelty  in  I  they  have  entirely '  failed  in  their*  pur- 
s  Bill  for  which  there  is  absolutely  '  pose.    Great  measure  after  great  m6asu^ 

precedent  whatever  in  any  legisla-  dealing  with  the  land  qufestion  in  Ireland 
Q  of  the  past.  The  hon.  and  have  been  passed  during  the  trme  I  have 
med  Member  for  Haddington  this  '  been  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
ernoon  made  what  was  undoubtedly  nions,  and  I  maintain  that  neatly  all  of 
able  speech,  but  as  a  reply  to  the  I  them  have  been  failures.  The  hon.  and 
ech  of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  1  learned  Member  for  Haddington  says 
mbei*for  Dublin  Uni\'er8ity  last  night,  '  that  if  we  reject  this  measure  on  this 
riust  be  admitted  to  have  been  exceed-  i  occasion  the  House  of  Commons  wlH 
ly.  feeble.  The  hon.  and  leimed  i  again  be  guilty  of  thd  same  colossal 
mber  said,  ''You  are  guarded  against  l blunder  that  Parliament  made  in  reject- 
se  evils,  because  there  must  be  a  '  ing  the  Compensation  for  Disturbances 
mh  facie  case  for  the  reinstatemebt  of  I  Bill  in  1880.     Yes,  but  compensation  for 

tenant ; ''  and  he  went  on  to  point  j  disturbance  did  not  begin  in  1880.  Com- 

to  us  the  various  attempts  at  safe-  |  pensation  for  disturbance  was  embodied 
krds  that  are  contained  in  this  par-  I  in  the  Act  of  1870  as  it  left  the  House 
lat  clause  of  the  Bill.    But  what  is  a  {  of  Commons.    Does  the  hon.  and  learned 


nd  facie  case  for  reinstatement?  We 
e  asl:ed  that  question  over  and  over 
in,  and,  up  to  'the  present,  we  bave 
had  to  that  (]|uestion  a  shadow  of  an 
^er  from  anjr  Meinb'er'  of  the  Oovem- 
t  or  frbm  anyone  else  who  Ka's  int^r- 
ift"}ri'th1«  'Debate.     'My'  h6n.  fcrid 


Member  remember  the  Bill  of  1870  and 
the  fate  which  overtook  %?  It  had  not 
been  in  existence  for  many  years  when  it 
was  found  to  be  so  entirely  inefficient  and 
had -failed  so  completely  in  its  purpo8<^ 
that  fts  author  himself  appointed  a  Com 
mission  to  inquire  into  its  working  ;  with 
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the  result  that  that  ComtnisBion  reported 
in  favour  of  the  total  repeal  of  the  Act. 
A  few  mouths  later,  so  inefficient  was 
the  Act  found  to  he,  that  it  was  ignomi- 
nious! j  repealed  by  the  same  Minister 
who  had  carried  it  in  the  House  amidst 
the  plaudits  of  his  Party  as  one  of  the 
most  hiAtoric  measures  of  the  age. 
ICries  o/"Nol"]  I  say  the  Act  of 
1870  was  repealed,  and  the  Act  of  1881 
took  its  place. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  There  is  a 
Committee  sitting  upstairs  now  actually 
inquiring  into  the  working  of  the  Act  of 
1870. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
makes  that  statement  I  cannot  contradict 
him  now  ;  but  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
the  repeal  of  the  Act  was  recommended 
by  the  Commission  appointed  to  inquire 
into  it,  and  unless  I  am  assured  positively 
that  it  was  not  repealed,  I  adhere  to 
that  opinion.  It  was  followed  by  the  Act 
of  1881,  and  in  that  Act  was  carried 
everything  that  had  been  previously  de- 
nounced and  rejected  by  the  authors  of 
the  measure  of  1870.  Provisions  were 
actually  carrieil  in  that  Act  which  had 
been  previously  denounced  by  its  authors 
as  calculated  more  than  anything  in  the 
world  to  demoralise  whole  masses  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  And  demoralised 
the  Irish  people  were,  for  I  do  not  believe 
that  even  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  will  deny  that  no  people 
outside  of  a  demoralised  country  would 
be  found  supporting  a  criminal  conspiracy 
like  the  Plan  of  Campaign.  Since  the 
failure  of  the  Act  of  1881  both  Parties  in 
this  House  have  been  engaged  in  trying 
by  various  Land  Purchase  Acts  to  re- 
move the  evils  of  dual  ownership,  and 
it  is  upon  these  Acts,  great  failures  as 
they  have  been,  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  relies  for  the  justification  of  all 
the  propositions  to  which  we  object  in 
the  Bill  that  is  now  before  us.  The  ob- 
jections to  this  Bill  are  so  obvious  that 
there  must  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Go- 
vernment, some  overwhelming  reasons  in 
their  favour.  What  are  the  reasons  with 
which  they  have  endeayoiu*ed  to  support 
it  ?  We  are  told  that  the  Bill  is  abso* 
lutely  necessary  for  the  peace  and  har- 
mony of  different  classes  and  their  good 
conduct  and  order  in  Ireland.  I  admit 
that  to  be  a  werj  serious  reason.  The 
Mr,  Chaplin 


hon.  Member  for  Cork  suggested  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dover,  who  spoke  re- 
cently, had  admitted  that  there  were  evils 
in  Ireland  that  this  Bill  was  designed  to 
remedy  ;  and  if  this  Bill  were  calculated 
to  promote  the  blessings  of  peace  and 
harmony  in  L*eland  I  should  be  the  first 
to  allow  that  a  grave  responsibility 
would  lie  upon  any  Party  who  would 
take  upon  themselves  to  reject  this  mea- 
sure. But  will  it  remedy  the  evils  exist- 
ing in  Ireland  ?  That  is  a  point  upon 
which  I  venture,  with  great  respect  and 
deference,  to  differ  altogether  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  I  say  that,  in 
the  first  place,  it  is  our  duty  to  do  that 
which  has  been  studiously  ignored  by 
the  Government — namely,  to  examine  as 
carefully  as  we  can  the  causes  of  the 
evictions  with  which  we  are  asked  to 
deal  at  the  present  moment.  The  classes 
of  persons  proposed  to  be  dealt  with 
are  not  by  any  means  the  same. 
There  are,  on  the  one  hand,  those  tenants 
who  have  lost  their  farms,  it  may  be 
owing  to  causes  for  which  they  were  not 
responsible — it  may  be,  owing  to  misfor- 
tune and  real  inability  to  pay  their  rents  ; 
and  for  all  these,  and  such  as  these  I  can 
say  with  perfect  truth  that  I  have  only 
one  feeling,  and  that  is,  great  compas- 
sion and  great  sympathy  ;  and  if  it  were 
possible  to  do  anything  to  relieve  them 
no  one  would  be  more  ready  to  do  so  than 
myself.  Although  I  should  find  it  hard 
to  justify  this  exceptional  treatment  in 
their  case  any  more  than  in  the  case  of  a 
great  variety  of  persons  suffering  from 
cognate  evils  in  this  country,  I  would, 
for  the  sake  of  peace  and  order  in  Ire- 
land, go  great  lengths  to  assist  them. 
That,  however,  is  only  one  side  of  the 
picture.  I  must  draw  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  other  %ide.  There  is 
also  the  case  of  those  tenants  in  Ireland 
who  have  been  evicted  because  of  their 
wilful  and  deliberate  refusal  to  meet  their 
legal  obligations,  though  well  able  to  pay 
their  rents,  as  was  openly  avowed,  at 
the  bidding  of  their  officers,  who  took 
upon  themselves  to  dictate  to  the  tenants 
what  was  the  proper  course  to  pursue  at 
that  particular  time.  These  two  classes 
of  cases,  the  House  must  admit,  are 
totally  different,  and  to  attempt  to  deal 
with  these  two  classes  of  cases  on  the 
same  footing  appears  to  me  to  be  a  most 
unfortunate   and    disastrous  method   of 
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eating  the  subjects  The  GQvermnent 
»noot  denj  that  this  is  offering  the 
eople  of  Ireland  the  greatest  and  most 
owerful  inducements  to  repeat  their  un- 
iwful  acts  at  the  very  earliest  moment 
t  which  they  can  get  a  favourable  oppor- 
mity  for  doing  so  in  the  future.  I 
Einnot  conceive  anything  more  calculated 
>  lead  in  the  future  to  greater  breaches 
f  the  law  than  to  condone  all  their 
Sences  tn  the  past  in  the  way  proposed 
1  the  Bill.  The  Member  for  Cork, 
1  the  course  of  his  observations,  offered 
sort  of  ^ua^i-apology  for  the  Plan  of 
!ampaign.  He  said,  *^  We  did  not  know, 
t  the  time  we  instituted  the  Plan  of 
Campaign,  that  it  was  illegal.*'  I  am 
ound  to  say  that  shows,  to  my  mind,  a 
ery  small  acquaintance  on  the  part  of 
le  hon.  Member  with  the  Ten  Com- 
landments,  and  especially  with  the 
ighth.  What  was  the  Plan  of  Campaign? 
'he  House  must  remember  that  the  rents 
rhich  were  objected  to  by  those  tenants 
^ho  obeyed  the  bidding  of  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  were  not  fixed  by  the  laiid- 
>rd8,  but  by  the  Courts,  and  when  these 
mts  became  due  they  were  just  as  much 
le  property  of  the  landlords  as  the 
ratch  which  is  in  the  pocket  of  the 
on.  Member  at  the  present  moment 
I  his  property.  That  being  so,  what 
rere  the  instructions  given  to  the  tenants 
y  the  leaders  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign  ? 
'hey  were  to  offer  to  pay  to  the  land- 
)rds  not  the  rent  they  had  under- 
kken  to  pay,  and  which  in  many 
Ases  they  were  able  to  pay,  but  such 
mt  as  they  themselves  thought  wan 
iir.  If  this  rent  which  they  had 
xed  themselves  was  refused  by  the 
mdlord  they  were  to  pay  it  to  somebody 
Ise.  I  believe  that  to  be  a  fair  and  ac- 
iirate  discription  of  the  objects  and  pro- 
aedings  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign  ;  and 
et  the  hon.  Member  says  that  neither  he 
or  his  friends  were  aware  that  it  was  in 
ay  sense  illegal. 

Mr.  W.  O'BRIEN:  No  Court  in 
reland  pronounced  it  to  be  illegal. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  The  Chief  Secre- 
hiy,  on  the  first  night  he  introduced  this 
ill,  aaid  he  could  not  go  into  the  origin 
I  this  unfortunate  business  by  asking 
hether  Great  Britain  was  responsible 
»r  the  last  two  great  agrarian  risings  in 
"eland,  or  whether  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
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paign  was  justifi^  by  the  action  of  tl^is 
House  in  rejecting  the  proposals  put  for- 
ward by  Mr.  Parnell  in  the  autumn  of 
1886.  It  was  quite  impossible  that  the 
rejection  of  that  Bill  could  have  formed 
the  least  justification  for  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  I  said  I  did  not 
think  it  was  much  to  the  point. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  think  it  is  much 
to  the  point,  and  for  this  simple  reason, 
that  the  Plan  of  Campaign  was  started 
before  the  Bill  of  Mr.  Parnell  was 
rejected.  ["  No,  no  !  "]  I  am  quite 
aware  there  is  a  very  common  impression 
to  the  contrary,  and  it  has  been  sedulously 
fostered  and  encouraged  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Midlothian  himself,  who  once 
said  that  if  there  was  any  crime  and  mis- 
conduct in  coDDection  with  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  the  Tory  Government  and 
Party  were  more  responsible  for  it  than 
anyone  else.  A  greater  fiction  was  never 
invented.  [^Laughter*^  1  think,  before 
I  have  completed  my  observations,  the 
hon.  Member  from  Ireland  who  seems  to  be 
so  exceedingly  amused  will  laugh  at  the 
other  side  of  his  mouth.  What  are  the 
facts  with  regard  to  this  question  ?  Mr. 
ParnelFs  Bill  was  rejected  on  September 
21,  1886.  I  am  now  going  to  quote 
some  evidence  with  regard  to  the  origin 

i  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign  which  will  be 
found  exceedingly  interesting,  which  is,  I 
think,  new  to  the  House  ;  which  I  believe 
to  be  true,  and  which  if  not  true  can  be 
controverted.  My  information  is  taken 
from  an  Irish  paper,  the  Cork  Constitu- 
tion.   In  an  issue  of  that  paper  of  July 

^1888  there  appears  a  verbatim  report  of 
the  examination  on  oath  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  in  an  action  which  was 
brought  by  him  against  that  paper.  Ho 
was  cross-examined  by  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Q.C.,  and  the  examination  was  as 
follows : — 

"  Question.-— Is  there  any  money  comefi  from 
America  that  you  are  aware  of  for  the  support 
of  the  Plan  of  Campaign,  and  do  the  contri- 
butions come  through  the  National  League  ? — 
Mr.  W.  O'Brien  :   No  ;  not  all. 

**  Who  receives  these  that  do  not  come  through 
the  National  League  that  you  know  of  ? — ^As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  received  the  principal  portion 
myself.  I  received  a  sum  of  £6,000  on  one  oc- 
casion myself  from  the  Irish  Parliamentary 
Fund  Committee  in  America. 

«  When  was  that  contribution  ?— Oh,  it  was  a 
long  time  ago.  I  ahoald  say  it  was  three  or 
four  years  ago,*' 
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That,  therefore,  would  be  in  18S4 
or  1885.  The  cross-examination  con- 
tinues— 


"MThen  did  you  receive  the  i6 6,000  ?— When 
I  was  in  America. 

"  Was  that  devoted  to  the  Plan  of  Campaign  ? 
—So  far  as  I  know,  yes. 

"  Was  Inhere  any  other  money  devoted  to  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  except  that  money  ?  Were 
there  not  other  moneys  from  the  National 
League  and  American  money  not  from  the 
National  League  ?-— I  cannot  make  certain.  I 
should  say  there  must  have  been,  but  I  do  not 
myself  know. 

•*  Did  you  not  promise  the  people  in  your 
speech  at  Youghal  support  from  America  ?— 
Certainly." 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
the  meeting  at  Youghal  was  held  on 
August  18, 1886. 


Mr.  W.  O'BRIEN :  Perhaps  I  can 
shorten  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  if  he  will  allow  me  to  set  him 
right.  He  is  aB  much  astray  about  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  as  he  is  about  the 
Land  Act  of  1870.  The  sum  of  £5,000 
mentioned  in  my  evidence  in  Cork  was  re- 
ceived by  me  when  I  was  in  America 
almost  two  years  after  the  starting  of  the 
Plan  of  Campaign.  I  knew  all  about  the 
starting  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign,  and  I 
can  assure  this  House  that  it  was  only 
a  week  before  its  publication  in  United 
Ireland,  at  the  end  of  October  in  1886, 
that  it  fever  entered  into  the  heart  of  man 
to  conceive  it. 

Mk.  CHAPLIN  :  When  was  the  Plan 
of  Campaign  started  ? 

Mr.  W.  O'BRIEN:  Neariy  two 
mouths  after  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Par- 
neire  Bill. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  According  to  my 
information  it  was  started  just  one  month 
after  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Parnell's  Bill 

Mr.  W.  O'BRIEN  :  I  give  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  assurance,  knowing 
all  the  f^cts  of  the  case,  that  a  week  be- 
fore its  publication  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign had  never  been  dreamt  of  br  any 
Irish  politician. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  repudiate  the  evidence  I  have 
read  ? 

M«;  W.  O'BRIEN:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  wholly  astray. 

Mr.  Chaplin 


Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  There  is  no  use 
telling  me  I  am  wholly  astray.  I  have 
read  the  sworn  evidence  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  Of  course,  if  he  tells  me 
the  report  is  incorrect,  I  will  withdraw 
everything  I  have  said  and  apologise. 
But,  unless  he  is  prepared  to  repudiate 
that  sworn  evidence  of  his  own,  I  adhere 
to  the  statements  I  have  made.  I  want 
to  go  a  little  bit  further.  I  do  not  know 
on  what  other  occasions  the  hoil.  Member 
might  have  been  in  America  ;  but  I  am 
informed  credibly  that  he  was  there  in 
1886  at  the  Chicago  Convention,  and, 
according  to  the  evidence  I  have  quoted, 
it  must  either  have  been  then  or  at  an 
earlier  period  that  he  received  this 
£5,000  which,  in  my  opinion,  was  in- 
tended for  the  Plan  of  Campaign. 

Mr,  W,  O'BRIEN  ;  I  am  sorxy  to 
again  disturb  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  he  is  wholly  astray.  I  was  in 
America  in  1886.  The  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign had  not  then  been  dreamt  of.  I 
was  again  in  Amerioa  in  1888,  figl^ing 
out  our  battle  on  the  Luggacurren  estate, 
two  years  after  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
had  been  started,  and  it  was  then  that  I 
received  the  £5,000. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  The  hon.  Member, 
according  to  his  evidence,  declares  on  the 
28th  oF  July,  1888— mind,  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  repudiates  the  evidence,  I  do 
not  press  it.  If  he  says  he  did  not  give 
that  evidence,  I  will  say  no  more  about 
it.  It  is  all  very  well  to  tell  me  I  ato 
astray.  Either  he  gave  this  evidence  or  he 
did  not,  and  if  he  says  he  did  not  there  is 
an  end  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  W.  O'BRIEN  :  1  certainly  gave 
the  evidence,  and  recovered  a  verdict  for 
£100  damages. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  On  that  date  ? 

Mr.  O'BRIEN:  Yes. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  On  that  date  he 
declared  that  he  had  received  £5,000  for 
the  purposes  of  tfie  Plan  of  Campaign, 
three  or  four  years  before  1888.  That 
establishes  my  o^e. 

.Mb».W.  O'BRIEN  :  That  is  a  palpable 
mistake  in  the  report  >af  the  newspaper, 
against  whioh  I  recovered  damatfes  for 
UbeL  .. 

Mit.  CHAPLIN  J  T  do  not  cftre  whe- 
th«r  "the  hbn . '  Membiftr  i-tet^vered  dkthagto 
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lot*  There  is  the  report,  the  acenracy 
which  is  now  admitted,  and  it  abso- 
ily  proves  the  statements  I  have  made. 
B  idea  that  the  Plan  of  Campaign  was 
sed  by  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Parnell's 
I  is  6ue  of  the  greatest  fictions  tliat 
i  ever  published.  The  iniquitous 
erae,  the  Plan  of  Campaign,  failed. 
B  leaders  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
some  time  have  been  and  are  Htill 
fttjjr  di^redited  with  their  unfortunate 
►es.  And  they  are  not  likely  under 
sting  circumstances  to  trust  in  them 
in.     But  if  by  the  passing  of  this  Bill 

relieve  them  from  the  difficulties 
t  which  they  have  l)een  led  by  their 
lers  ;  if  by  this  Bill  you  come  to  the 
jue  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign,  what 
ater  inducement  is  it  possible  for  Par- 
fient  to  offer  to  these  people  to  believe 
hese  men  as  their  guides  again  and  to 
I  in  any  fresh  combinations  which 
yvnAy  desire  to  institute  in  the  future  ? 
3  other  point  I  must  refer  to.  It  has 
n  an^gestcjd  by  more  than  one  speaker 
be  course  of  the  Debate  that  one  eflfect 
h^  Bill,  and  perhaps  one  of  its  worst 
ct8,'would  be  to  lead  to  great  intimi- 
k)n<. towards'  the  planters— ^-towanls 
nous  who  had  taken  possession  of 
Dsl  from  which  tenants  have  been 
;ted.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
Haddington  dealt  with  that  question, 

then  some  evidence  upon  it,  and 
lared  that  such  an   objection   to  the 

could  not  be  regarded  as  serious  in 
degree.     It  is  quite  true  that  the  hon. 

learned  Member  was  contradicted 
that  point  by  an  Irish  Representative 
be  Member  for  East  Glare--who 
ke  almost  immediately  after ;  but  I 
nld  like  to  ask  in  all  seriousness — 
/e  we  no  knowledge  or  experience  of 
[nidation  in  Ireland  under  such  pir- 
istances  ?  Has  the  hon.  and  learned 
nber  never  heard  of  dei^unciatious  of 
l-grabbers  ?  Has  he  never  read  the 
>rt  of  the  Special  Commission  ?  Has 
read  the  verdict  of  the  Judges  upon 
1  Convmission  ?  If  he  has  given  the 
htesti  attention  to  those  questions, 
'^  is  it  possible  for  him  to  contend 
',  the  fear  off  intimidatioti  under  the 
nmstAnces  which  I  have  described  is 
a  very  serious  factdr  which  must  be 
m  into  consideration  by  any  Gbvem- 
t  or  by  uny  statesman  who  is  i^spon- 
3    for    the     govemmetit  of  Ireland. 


What  leads  to  intimidation  in  tfae^e 
cases?  It  Ms  the  possession  by  one 
man  of  the  farm  which  anotlier 
man  t-hinks  he  shoiild  have  and 
into  the  possession  of  which  he  de- 
sires to  go.  if  you  pass  this  Bill  jou 
will  have  the  situation  described  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Clare.  The  hoii. 
Member  for  East  Clare  pointed  out 
thht  One  evicted  tenant  might,  under  this 
Bill,  be  restored  to  the  farm  he  desired 
to  have  while  his  neighbour  might  he 
left  out  permanently  in  the  cold.  There 
are  circumstances  which  we  know  muM 
occur  from  time  to  time  in  Ireland  ;  and 
I  must  say  with  all  respect  to  the  hon, 
and  learned  Member  for  Haddington 
that  to  ignore  the  conditions  which  ini- 
happily  too  oftten  prevail  in  that  country 
is  a  course  I  should  not  have  expected 
from  him.  It  is  for  these  reasons, 
amongst  many  others,  that  I  for  one 
shall  give  all  the  opposition  in  my  power 
to  the  plassing  of  the  Bill.  While  I 
yield  to  no  single  Member  in  this  Houne 
my  desire  to  deal  out  full  hud  even- 
handed  justice  as  between  man  and 
man,  between  laudlord  and  tenants,  whe- 
ther in  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  or 
Wales,  I  will  never  be  a  consenting 
party,  by  voting  for  this  Bill,  to  proi>oHe 
what  I  believe  is  eminently  calculate  I 
to  lead  to  a  renewal  of  disorder  and  fur- 
ther breaches  of  the  law  in  Ireland. 

•Mr.  SMITH-BARRY  (Hunts,  S.) 
said,  that  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land,  when  introducing  the  Bill,  said 
that  he  considered  that  those  who  op- 
posed it  would  be  devoid  of  Intel ligeuce 
and  humanity.  He  intended  to  oppone 
the  Bill,  and  whether  or  no  he  was 
deficient  in  intelligence,  at  any  rate  he 
was  not  devoid  of  feelings  of  humanity. 
He  believed  he  had  never  taken  up  a 
non  possumus  attitude  in  regard  to  tbt^ 
evicted  tenants.  Certainly  he  had  doue 
all  he  could  to  avoid  evictions  on  his 
own  estates  when  it  was  at  all  possible 
to  avoid  them  ;  but  when  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  sword  to  be  drawn  he  had 
of  course  felt  bound  to  carry  the  matter 
through,  and  he  owned  he  had  been  re- 
sponsible for  a  good  many  evictions  thai 
had  taken  place  in  other  parts  of  thi^ 
country.  He  had  eneouraged  sbttlen^ente, 
and  supported  the  Idth  section  in  the 
hope  that  many  would  be  restored  under 
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it.  He  would  be  ready  to  take  the  same  I 
course  again  if  necessary.  But  this  Bill 
was  an  altogether  different  measure.  It  | 
was  a  thoroughly  impolitic  Bill,  and  one 
which  he  believed  would  be  unjust  to  i 
the  landlord  and  to  those  tenants  who 
had  paid  their  rent  steadily  up  to  the  I 
present  time.  It  was  subyersive  of ' 
the  ordinary  principles  of  law.  Who  ; 
were  the  evicted  tenants  that  the  Bill  | 
was  intended  to  benefit  ?  It  would  be 
convenient  to  divide  them  into  two 
classes — those  who  were  evicted  at  the 
time  that  the  "  No-Rent  Manifesto  "  was 
issued  on  the  18th  October,  1881,  and 
those  who  became  so  under  the  Plan  of 
Campaign.  Now,  both  those  classes  of 
evicted  tenants  rose  owing  to  distinctly 
political  movements.  And  the  persons 
who  were  responsible  for  the  evictions, 
therefore,  were  hon.  Members  who  sat 
below  the  Gangway,  among  the  chief  of 
whom  in  this  movement  was  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork.  That  hon.  Gentleman 
stated  that  he  had  never  heard  of  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  a  week  before  it  was 
brought  forward.  But  the  Plan  was 
started  by  the  hon.  Member  and  his 
colleague  in  the  conduct  of  United  Ireland^ 
and  it  was  a  remarkable  fact  that  in  the 
October  and  the  November  of  the  pre- 
vious year  the  Plan  of  Campaign  was 
distinctly  set  out  in  leading  articles 
which  appeared  in  United  Ireland  for 
that  date.  The  article  of  October  24, 
1885,  contained  the  following: — 

'*  Paragraphs  are  continuously  appearing  in 
the  Press  to  the  effect  that  tenants  of  such  and 
such  an  estate  having  waited  on  the  agent  and 
been  refused  a  reduction  left  in  a  body.  We 
therefore  wish  to  ask  the  Irish  tenants  whether 
in  another  sense  they  want  to  be  *  left  in  a  body,' 
as  they  assuredly  will  unless  they  set  to  work  in 
a  very  different  fashion.  Wheu  they  leave  in  a 
body  what  happens  ?  Do  they  take  counsel  to- 
gether, do  they  form  any  combination,  do  they 
go  and  bank  such  rent  as  they  would  pay  in  a 
common  fund  to  be  used  against  emergencies  / 
No,  they  do  not  do  anything  of  the  kind.  They 
go  home  one  by  one.  .  .  ,  We  repeat  that  the 
estates  which  dissolve  in  a  body  will  be  beaten 
in  detail ;  the  estates  that  haixien  into  stem 
combination  will  smash  the  rack-renters'  horse, 
foot,  and  dragoons.  If  parish  after  parish  '  in  a 
body '  banked  its  rent  at  the  abated  rate  in 
trustees'  names,  and  pledged  itself  to  use  this 
war  chest  to  succour  every  man  attacked  what 
would  become  of  the  exterminating  union  7 " 

Here,  then,  they  had  an  article  in 
United  Ireland^  for  the  conduct  of 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
was     responsible,    aa    article     written 

Mr.  Smith-Barry 


twelve  months  before  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign was  promulgated  in  1886,  and  yet 
the  hon.  Member  now  said  that  the  Plan 
of  Campaign  had  never  been  dreamt 
of  by  any  Irish  politician  until  a 
week  before  it  was  started.  He  would 
not  go  through  the  speeches  of  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway  to  show 
that  the  Plan  was  a  political  and  not  an 
agrarian  movement,  because  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Harbour  Division  of 
Dublin  and  other  houl  Members  for  Ire- 
land had  admitted  that  it  was  a  politi- 
cal and  nor.  an  agrarian  movement, 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo, 
in  giving  evidence  before  the  Mathew 
Commission  with  regard  to  this  move- 
ment, said  that  while  the  subject  of  the 
amount  of  abatement  of  rent  was  in  dis- 
pute they  at  the  same  time  had  in  view 
the  getting  of  further  agrarian  legislation 
from  the  Government.  That  in  itself 
was  conclusive  that  all  the  hon.  Members 
were  aware  of  its  object,  and  that  that 
was  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
once  said,  to  make  the  Government  of 
Ireland  by  England  impossible.  But  if 
the  farmers  in  Ireland  who  hail  failed  in 
their  business  were  to  be  reinstated,  as 
was  proposed  by  this  Bill,  and  by  public 
money,  he  should  like  to  know  why  the 
shopkeepers,  or  small  tradesmen,  who 
had  failed  in  the  business,  or  the  English 
farmers  in  their  eastern  counties  should 
not  have  an  equal  claim  to  be  rein- 
stated. 

Mr.  BYLES  :  No. 

Mb.  SMITH-BARRY  :  Why  not  ? 

Mr.  BYLES  :  Because  the  farm  of 
the  Irish  tenant  is  his  own  farm  ;  he  has 
created  it,  and  he  cannot  be  put  out  with- 
out his  property  being  taken  away  from 
him. 

•Mr.  SMITH-BARRY  said,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  appeared  to  think  the  Irish 
tenant  had  made  the  land,  and  was 
different  from  any  other  of  God's  crea- 
tures. Even  though  the  evicted  tenants 
were  reinstated,  and  were  to  have  £50 
given  them  with  which  to  rebuild  these 
houses,  how  were  they  to  carry  on  their 
business  ?  They  would  have  no  money 
to  buy  stock  or  to  work  the  farm.  The 
only  thing  that  would  happen  would  be 
that  in  a  few  short  years  they  would  have 
to  be  re-evicted,  and  the  confusion  and 
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bance  in  thd  country  would  be 
than  before.  The  last  state  of  all 
be  worse  than  the  first.  He  be* 
there  were  no  figures  to  show  what 
dcome  of  the  numerous  tenaots  who 
leir  arrears  paid  under  the  Arrears 
f  1883,  but  he  knew  that  on  his 
state  there  were  some  of  them  who, 
coming  back,  their  arrears  being 
never  paid  another  sixpence  until 
lad  to  be  evicted  and  their  farms 
>  be  handed  over  to  other  men,  who 
in  a  more  solvent  position  and  able 
rj  on  the  work.  On  the  Ponsonbj 
3  there  were  70  tenants  who  took 
tage  of  the  Arrears  Act ;  the  Court 

0  the  owner  £800  and  the  owner 
re  £855  of  arrears,  and  at  the  time 

1  evictions  in  1889  and  1890  these 
lants  owed  £5,116.  These  figures 
not  such  as  to  encourage  them 
ftin  try  and  prop  up  men  who  had 
J  failed  in  business  in  the  hope  that 
would  succeed  in  a  second  venture, 
svas  very  sorry  for  them,  and 
1  he  regretted  to  see  a  man  fail  in 
ind  of  business,  but  he  did  not  be* 
it  would  be  doing  them  any  perma* 
^ood  thus  to  try  and  prop  them  up. 
tainly  would  be  doing  no  good  to 
odlords,  and  it  would  simply  be  a 

of  public  money,  for  they  would 
*e  to  fail  again  if  put  back  into  their 
igs.  And  what  would  be  the  effect 
)  neighbours  of  the  evicted  tenants 
vere  to  be  restored  ?  Would  it  be 
lucement  to  these  men — who  had 
their  rents  regularly  and  who  had 
hard  struggle  to  keep  their  heads 
water — to  act  honestly  and  accord- 
law,  if  they  found  that  those  who 
>cted  illegally,  who  were  thriftless 
orthless,  were  put  back  into  their 
igs  on  better  terms  than  the  men 
bad  struggled  through.  Was  it 
that  they  would  be  satisfied  and 
hey  would  see  in  the  Bill  an  en- 
^ement  to  act  honestly  in  the 
i  ?  What  about  those  tenants  who, 
joining  this  combination,  had  come 
agreement  with  their  landlords  and 
back  to  their  lands,  paying  arrears 
losts — ^men  with  whom  peace  had 
[ladeand  who  were  now  working  oon- 
lly  on  their  farms?  How  would 
men  be  satisfied  when  they  saw 
en  who  had  refused  to  enter  into 
reement  put  back  on  better  terms 
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than  themselves  ?  Was  it  not  likely  that 
there  would  be  a  greater  and  a  far  juster 
agitation  than  any  which  Ireland  had 
ever  seen  before  ?  Then  there  were 
many  landlords  who  were  working  their 
own  lands,  and  who,  by  spending  money 
in  improving  farms  which  had  been 
allowed  to  run  down  and  in  rebuilding 
tumble-do wu  buildings,  with  the  result 
that  the  holdings  were  now  working  at  a 
profit  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the 
labourers  employed  on  them.  He  would 
give  one  case  of  several  on  his  own  estate. 
It  was  a  farm  of  500  acres  in  the  County 
of  Cork.  As  a  young  man  he  built  a 
large  house  on  that  farm  for  the  benefit 
of  the  tenant,  at  a  cost  of  from  £400  to 
£500,  and  charged  him  no  interest  on  it. 
The  tenant  got  on  from  bad  to  worse, 
though  allowances  were  made  to  him, 
and  at  last  he  left  owing  rent  to  the 
amount  of  between  £600  and  £700. 
The  house  was  left  in  a  very  delapidated 
condition,  and  it  cost  £200  or  £300  to 
repair.  He  further  spent  £300  or  £400 
on  drainage.  The  labourers^  cottages 
were  also  delapidated,  and  the  men  had 
never  been  able  to  get  their  wages.  He 
rebuilt  the  cottages  and  there  were  now 
four  families  living  in  them  in  comfort. 
But  under  this  Bill  the  successor  in  title 
might  come  forward  and  establish  a 
prima  facie  case,  which  meant  that  his 
predecessor  in  title  had  not  paid  his 
rent.  Not  only  would  he,  the  landlord, 
be  evicted  from  the  land  and  all  the 
money  he  had  spent  confiscated,  but  the 
labourers  who  were  now  so  comfortable 
would  also  suffer,  and  be  forced  back  to 
the  miserable  and  barbarous  system  under 
which  they  had  existed  before.  There 
were  other  tenants,  whose  farms  were 
not  in  the  possession  of  the  landlords, 
who  were  equally  unfitted  to  be  restored 
to  their  holdings.  There  was  a  case  in 
the  County  Kerry  of  a  man  who  bad 
been  evicted  three  times.  He  had 
19  acres  at  a  rent  of  £3  10s.,  and  he  was 
first  evicted  in  1886  for  £19  5s.  of  rent. 
There  was  a  second  ejectment  on  title  in 
1891,  when  the  Sheriff  of  the  County 
sought  to  recover  possession  of  the  land 
and  £6  16s.  due  for  costs ;  and  again  there 
was  an  execution  in  1892.  The  farm 
was  now  a  derelict  farm,  and  the 
defendant,  who  had  taken  forcible  posses- 
sion, had  been  confined  in  Tralee  Gaol  for 
cutting  and  carrying  away  hay  and  turf, 
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and  for  removing  the  door  and  window 
frames  of  the  bouse  in  order  to  prevent  the 
sheriff  from  locking  it  up,  and  he  owed 
15  years' rent.  That  was  tUe  kind  of 
gentleman  wbo  was  to  be  restored  under 
this  Bill,  and  perhaps  would  receive  some 
£50  to  repair  the  house.  The  land- 
lords of  Ireland  had  no  wish  to  be  paid 
£100,000  or  even  £2,000,000  under  this 
Bill  as  a  bribe  to  restore  such  men«  .If 
Irish  Members  would  allow  the  evicted 
tenants  to  meet  theif  landlords,  terms 
might  easily  be  made  with  them  without 
the  necessity  for  this  Bill.  It  might  be 
urged  that  one  reason  why  the  State 
should  interfere  was  that  there  was  h 
great  deal  of  laud  derelict,  and  conse- 
quently of  no  benefit  to  the  community. 
He  found  from  the  Report  of  the  Mathew 
Commission  that  there  were  701  farms 
in  Ireland  absolutely  derelict.  He  had 
only  been  able  to  get  partlcular^;  of  312 
of  these,  atid  he  found  that  of  *  that 
number  53  had  been  let  to  old  tenants 
and  47  to  new  tenants,  while  14  were 
being  used  by  the  landlord.  This  had 
taken  place  within  15  months.  ITierefore, 
notwithstanding  the  denunciations  of 
land-grabbing  and  the  promises  of 
reinstatement  made  by  the  Government, 
one-third  of  the  farms  as  to  which  he 
had  obtained  information  were  now  being 
worked.  That  showed  that  the  qliestion 
was  settling  itself  very  fast.  One  strong 
reason  why  the  question  was  not  settled 
was  that  the  Government  and  its  supporters 
held  out  to  the  evicted  tenants  the  hope  of 
being  put  back  on  their  own  terms.  If  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  get  up  and  say 
that  the  Government  could  do  nothing  in 
the  matter  the  question  would  settle 
itself.  The  time  hail  come  when  the 
landlords  and  tenants,  if  left  alone,  could 
and  woidd  settle  this  question,  so  far  as 
it  deserved  to  be  settletl.  As  to  the  Bill, 
it  would  do  more  mischief  than  had  been 
done  in  that  unfortunate  country  for 
many  years.  It  would  upset  all  the 
tenants  who  had  behaVed  honestly  and 
straightforwardly,  and  it  woidd  be  a  dis- 
tinct discouragement  to  law-abiding  and 
honest  people.  By  its  means  the  Go- 
vernment, instead  of  bringing  peace  to  the 
country,  would  simply  be  sowing  dragons* 
teeth,  and  they  would  reap  a  fresh  crop 
of  outrages. 

Mr.  Smitk'Barry 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned.'"— 
(/Vn  •/.  Chamberlain.) 

Motion  agreed  to* 

Debate  further  adjourned  till  Monday 
next. 


ELEMENTARY   EDUCATION    PRO- 
VISIONAL OJIDBRS    CONFIRMATION 
CBARRY,  &CL)BILL  [Z<>r(i*3.^(No.  310). 
Read  a  r^econd  time,  and  committed. 

STATUTE  LAW  REVISION  BILLS,  &c. 

Leave  to  the  Committee  to  make  a 
Special  Heport. 

Special  Report  brought  up,  and  read. 

Merchant  Shipping  Bill  reported  from 
the  Joint  Confimittee. 

Report  and  Special  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No.  230.] 

BUI  re*eommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  for  Monday  uexiy  and 
to  be  printed.     [Bill  321.] 

STATUTE  LAW  REVISION  BILLS,  &c., 
Leave  to  the  Committee  to    make  a 
Special  Report  in  respect  of  the — 

Copyhold  Consolidation  Bill  [Zord#]. 

Special  Report  brought  up,'  and  read  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  281.] 

BRITISH  MUSEUM  (PURCHASE  OF 

LAND)  BILL.— (No.  316.) 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

PUBLIC   INCOMJE   AND   EXPENDITURK. 
Return  [preseoAed  19th  July]  to  be 
printed.     [No.  227.] 


Paper 
printed. 


CALEDONIAN  CANAL. 
[presented    1 9th   Julj]    to  be 


[No.  228.] 


NATIONAL  EDUCATION   (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented, — of  Annual  Report  of 
the  ConuBisoioDen  for  the  year  1893 
[by  Commaiid]  ;  to  He  upon  the  Table. 

|IoD0e  adjonm^  «t  a  quarter  aft^r  Tvf^ve 
o'clock  till  Monday  next. 
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rOUSE      OF     LORDS, 
Monday^  23rd  July  1894. 


ONDON  STREETS  AND  BUILDINGS 
BILL. 
second  reading, 
["he    chairman  op    commit- 
;ES  (The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  Mj  Lords, 
[>r6  I  move  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
adon   Streets   and   Buildings  Bill,   I 
»ald,  I  think,  make  a  short  statement 
reference  to  it.     The  Bill  consolidates 

I  various  Acts  relating  to  the  streets 
London,  and  in  doing  so  it  repeals,  no 
iht,  many  public  Acts  and  some  private 
)s.  In  all  other  towns  but  London 
ise  matters  are  dealt  with  bj  Private 
t.  The  authorities  of  the  House  of 
mmons  have  admitted  the  Bill  as  a 
ivate  Bill,  and  it  has  been  examined  at 
3at  length  by  a  Committee  of  that 
>use.  I  hope,  therefore,  your  Lord- 
ips  will  approve  of  the  course  I  have 
cen  in  dealing  with  this  as  a  Private 

II  ;  but  I  did  not  like  to  move  the 
icond  Reading  without  making  a  short 
ktement  to  your  Lordships  on  the 
itter,  and  this  is  the  first  opportunity 
iiave  had  of  mentioning  it. 

Moved — 

"  That  tbe  Order  made  on  the  19th  day  of 
irch  last,  *  That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from 
3  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second 
ne  after  Tuesday  the  26th  day  of  June  next/ 
dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  read  2»." 
[The  Earl  of  Morley.) 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2^  accord- 
gly,  and  committed ;    The  Committee 
be   proposed   by   the   Committee   of 
election. 

V^IDENCE  IN   CRIMINAL  CASES  BILL. 
(No.  154.) 
SECOND   READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
g,  read. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
!erschell)  stated  that  this  Bill  was 
3Stponed. 

Lord  HALSBURY  :  If  a  Bill  of  this 
[nd,  which  comes  on  for  Second  Read- 
ig  on  the  23rd  of  July,  is  to  be  post- 
9ned,  one  does  not  see  why  it  has  been 
at  down  at  all. 
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The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Herschell)  :  My  reason  for  postponing 
it  was  that  I  wanted  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther it  was  among  those  measures  which 
were  to  be  treated  in  the  other  House  as 
non-contentious.  I  think  we  have  often 
so  dealt  with  these  Bills. 

Lord  HALSBURY  :  Very  of  ten,  and 
I  do  not  understand  why  this  should  not 
pass  a  Second  Reading.  It  is  on  the 
Orders,  and  will  not  interfere  with  what 
is  done  in  the  other  House. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Herschell)  :  I  have  not  tbe  least  ob- 
jection. It  is  a  kind  of  Bill  which  has 
often  been  passed.  I  do  not  know  why 
it  should  not  be  passed  into  law.  These 
Bills  have  been  passed  when  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend  sat  on  the  Woolsack 
as  well  as  once  or  twice  since  I  have 
occupied  it. 

Lord  HALSBURY  :  I  entirely  agree 
with  what  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
has  said.  They  were  passed  three  or 
four  times  in  those  days  ;  and  I  think 
this  really  is  a  great  object-lesson  in 
persistent  and  ridiculous  obstruction.  It 
is  a  measure  in  which  all  concur  ;  there 
is  a  general  desire  on  all  sides  that  an 
alteration  in  the  law  should  take  place 
but  by  reason  of  persistent  obstruction 
the  state  of  the  law  which  everybody 
desires  to  see  changed  remains  un- 
altered. 

Moved,"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»." 
— (  The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2^  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House. 

PREVENTION    OF    CRUELTY    TO 
CHILDREN  BILL.— (No.  169.) 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Herschell)  :  My  Lords,  this  is  merely 
for  the  consolidation  of  the  principal  and 
amending  Acts.  As  your  Lordships  are 
aware,  the  amending  Act  which  I  intro- 
duced was  passed  this  Session. 

Moved,"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»." 
—{The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Motion   agreed   to ;  Bill   read  2*  ac- 
cordingly,  and    referred    to    the    Joint 
Committee    on    Statute    Law   Revision 
Bills  and  Consolidation  Bills. 
2  F 
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MUZZLING  FOR  CANINE  RABIKS. 
QUESTION.      OBSERVATIONS. 

The  Earl  of  R0SS£  called  atten- 
tioD  to  a  letter  from  M.  Pasteur,  read  at 
a  meeting  at  the  Mansion  House,  London, 
on  1st  July,  1889  ;  and  asked  the  Go- 
rernment  whether  they  were  not  of 
opinion  that  the  conferring  upon  a  6o- 
yemment  Department  powers  for  order  • 
ing  the  muzzling  of  dogs,  which  were  at 
present  vested  in  the  Local  Authorities 
only,  was  desirable,  with  the  view  of 
stamping  out  canine  rabies  ;  and  whether 
the  simultaneous  muzzliug  of  dogs 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  re- 
commended by  that  meeting,  did  not 
appear  likely  to  be  the  most  effectual 
as  well  as  in  the  end  the  simplest 
mode  for  effecting  .that  object  ? 
He  said,  it  might  be  in  the  recollection  of 
some  of  their  Lordships  that  a  large  and 
influential  meeting  was  held  at  the  Man- 
sion  House  just  five  years  ago  for  the 
purpose  of  starting  a  movement  for  the 
establishment  of  an  Institute  of  Pre- 
ventive Medicine  on  the  lines  of  the 
Pasteur  Institute  in  Paris.  The  success 
of  Monsieur  Pasteur^s  efforts  in  com- 
batting the  disease  of  rabies  and  of  his 
method  of  treatment  had  been  recog- 
nised by  scientific  men.  To  arrive  at 
those  results  M.  Pasteur  had  worked 
patiently  for  years,  experimenting  on 
animals  and  advancing  step  by  step. 
Death  had  occurred  in  fewer  cases  under 
his  treatment  than  in  others.  Among 
other  eminent  men  in  favour  of  the  treat- 
ment were  Sir  James  Paget,  Sir  Joseph 
Leicester,  Professor  Marshall,  Professor 
Michael  Foster,  Professor  Lancaster,  and 
Professor  Victor  Foster.  The  first  reso- 
lution passed  at  that  meeting  was  iu 
favour  of  the  efficacy  of  M.  Pasteur's 
anti-rabies  treatment.  Prevention  was 
better  than  cure,  and  stopping  the  disease 
at  its  source  was  preferable  to  merely 
checking  it.  M.  Pasteur  himself  had 
stated  in  a  letter  that  rabies,  whatever 
its  original  cause,  was  known  not  to  arise 
otherwise  than  from  the  bite  of  an  animal 
suffering  from  the  disease.  In  Norway, 
Sweden,  and  other  countries  where  rabies 
did  not  exist  nothing  would  be  easier 
than  to  introduce  it  by  importing  a 
few  mad  dogs.  All  persons  bitten  by 
mad  dogs  should,  in  the  present  state  of 
science,  be  prepared  to  undergo  anti- 
rabies   treatment.      Sir    Henry   Roscoe 


fully  recognised  the  valueof  M.  Pasteur*8 
treatment.  The  second  resokition  passed 
at  the  Mansion  House  meeting  expressed 
the  opinion  that  rabies  might  be  abolished 
in  the  British  Islands,  and  invoked  the 
Government  to  at  once  pass  a  Bill  for 
muzzling  dogs  throughout  the  country, 
and  for  imposing  a  reasonable  period 
of  quarantine  for  dogs  suffering 
from  hydrophobia.  Of  course,  the 
whole  matter  depended  upon  what 
might  be  considered  a  reasonable 
period,  and  whether  the  public  would 
agree  to  a  sufficiently  lengthy  general 
muzzling  througbont  the  country.  He 
did  not  pretend  to  possess  any  special 
knowledge,  and  had  gathered  bis  facts 
from  others,  but  in  his  neighbourhood  in 
Ireland  the  disease  was  very  common. 
Panics  occurred  occasionally  and  many 
dogs  were  destroyed.  Since  be  placed 
this  notice  on  the  Paper  another  mad  dog 
had  appeared  in  the  ueighbourbood — 
about  four  miles  from  Burr — and  a  person 
bitten  had  been  sent  to  Paris  for  treat- 
ment, and  all  dogs  bitten  by  the  animal 
had  been  destroyed.  That  sort  of  thing 
happened  about  every  three  months,  and 
no  less  than  seven  cases  had  been  sent  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians  to  M.  Pasteur, 
each  case  costing  about  dt20,  though  one 
case,  that  of  an  old  man  of  87,  had  cost 
the  Union  as  much  as  £50.  That  was 
rather  an  extreme  case.  The  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  appeared  to  have  no 
statistics  from  the  Unions  in  this  matter, 
but  from  inquiries  at  10  Unions  he  found 
that  fi\Q  had  sent  cases  for  treatment. 
Muzzling  of  stray  dogs  had  been  prac- 
tised under  the  existing  Act  for  five 
years,  but  the  disease  was  still  rife,  and 
it  was  evident  that  something  more  must 
be  done.  The  steps  taken  must  be 
effectual,  for  it  would  be  useless  to  stamp 
out  the  disease  in  one  Union  if  in  those 
adjoining  nothing  was  done.  The  ques- 
tion was  whether  M.  Pasteur's  treatment 
should  not  be  adopted,  dogs  being  at  the 
same  time  muzzled  for  a  sufficient  period 
all  over  the  country.  It  was  objected 
that  by  this  course  it  would  take  a  whole 
year  to  extirpate  the  disease,  and  he  had 
great  doubts  whether  the  public  would  sub- 
mit very  cheerfully  to  that  inconvenience ; 
and  it  was  obvious  that  to  succeed  they 
must  carry  the  public  with  them,  or  the 
muzzling  regulations  would  be  evaded. 
Those  regulations  must  be  very  strict  to 
be  effectual.  A  prolonged  period  of  eon- 
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finement  of  dogs  must  cause  difficulty. 
The  sporting  world,  both  hunting  and 
shooting,  would  be  against  it.  It  might, 
however,  be  done  for  three  months 
during  the  summer^  and  minor  measures 
trusted  to  for  the  winter  months.  As 
regarded  dogs  used  for  industrial  pur- 
poses, such  as  the  sheep  dogs  used  in 
mountain  districts,  greater  difficulties  no 
doubt  might  arise.  From  statistics  ob- 
tained in  connection  with  the  Institute  of 
Preventive  Medicine,  it  appeared  that 
about  8^  per  cent,  of  dogs  affected  with 
hydrophobia  developed  it  within  three 
months.  That  would  show  how  far  the 
mUEzling  would  reduce  the  number  of 
affected  dogs.  One^thirtieth  being  the 
reduction  in  the  first  summer,  minor  mea- 
sures would  be  taken  during  the  winter, 
and  the  dogs  would  be  muzzled  again  the 
following  summer,  and,  according  to  the 
statistics,  bringdown  the  number  another 
thirtieth.  According  to  his  figures  there 
would  be  very  few  dogs  in  the  country 
affected  at  the  end  of  the  second  summer. 
He  thought  this  plan  worth  trying. 
With  regard  to  imposing  a  reasonable 
period  of  quarantine  for  the  purpose  of 
stamping  out  the  disease,  perhaps  Her 
Majesty's  Government  might  think  the 
minor  measures  if  persisted  in  would  be 
effectual .  In  that  case  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  keep  fresh  causes  of  infection 
out  of  the  country.  It  would  be  much 
easier  to  restrict  the  importation  of  dogs 
than  to  impose  muzzling  regulations  to 
get  rid  of  the  disease.  Quarantine 
regulations  would  cause  high-class 
dogs — not  mongrels — ^to  be  carefully 
looked  after.  Another  class  of  ani- 
mals— ship  dogs — would  also  require 
to  be  carefully  watched  to  see 
that  they  did  not  go  ashore.  The  opera- 
tions bf  the  Anti-vivisection  Society 
were  foreign  to  his  subject,  but  it  seemed 
that  the  mass  of  opinion  among  medical 
and  scientific  men  was  that  their 
obstruction  to  experiments  caused  great 
delay  in  arriving  at  a  result  in  this  sub- 
ject, and  that  an  Institute  on  the  plan  of 
the  Pasteur  establishment  was  much  to 
be  desired.  Of  course,  the  question  of 
preventive  medicine  went  far  beyond  his 
present  subject,  but  he  had  been  told 
that  for  diphtheria  and  other  dreadful 
diseases  information  had  been  obtained 
there  leading  to  better  results  than  any 
known  to  medical  men  here.  He  hoped 
Her  Majesty's  Government  would  give 


favourable  consideration  to  this  matt»r> 
and  would  endeavour  to  carry  out  the 
Pasteur  system  in  this  country  before 
next  Session. 
•Lord  RIBBLESDALE  said,  he  was 
sure  the  noble  Earl  would  forgive  him 
for  eschewing  physiology  and  for  not 
going  into  any  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tions of  vivisection  or  anti-vivisectioiu 
He  would  say  at  once  that  the  Returns 
now  before  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
quite  justified  the  noble  Lord  in  putting 
his  question  on  the  Paper.  These  Returns 
showed  that,  whereas  in  1889  there  were 
312  cases  of  ascertained  rabies  in  dogs, 
in  1890  the  number  fell  to  129,  in  1891 
to  79,  and  in  1892  to  38;  but  in 
1893  it  rose  to  93,  and  in  the  27 
weeks  of  the  present  year  ended  on 
the  7th  of  July  the  number  reported 
was  101.  During  this  period  the 
noble  Earl's  part  of  the  country  seemed 
to  be  an  exception  to  other  parts,  where 
there  had  been  a  reduction  of  disease. 
These  figures,  he  admitted,  gave  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  some  anxiety, 
but  it  was  that  useful  sort  of 
anxiety  which  made  them  do  some- 
thing. They  were  not  alarmed,  but 
had  tried  as  far  as  possible  to  carry  out 
M.  Pasteur's  recommendations,  and  had 
made  vigorous  efforts  to  deal  with  a  state 
of  things  which  they  did  not  like.  He 
was  sorry  that  the  G-overnment  had  been 
obliged  to  withdraw  the  Dogs  Bill — a 
measure  which  from  its  moderation  would 
have  commended  itself  to  public  opinion 
(a  very  important  factor)  and  to  Parlia- 
ment— because  of  the  mistaken  interest 
taken  in  its  passage  by  one  or  two  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons.  With 
regard  to  the  first  part  of  the  noble  Lord's 
question,  the  Board  of  Agriculture  did 
not  think  new  legislation  was  necessary. 
Under  the  3rd  section  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  Act,  1889,  power  was  given 
to  the  Board  to  prescribe  and  regulate  the 
muzzling  and  control  of  dogs,  and  also 
the  seizure,  detention,  and  disposal,  in- 
cluding slaughter,  of  stray  dogs  not 
muzzl^  and  not  under  proper  control. 
The  Board,  in  pursuance  of  •these  pro- 
visions, issued  the  Rabies  Order  of  1892, 
delegating  to  Local  Authorities  powers 
to  deal  in  the  way  prescribed  with  dogs 
suffering  from  rabies.  But  he  wished  to 
make  it  clear  to  the  noble  Lord  that 
although  the  Board  delegated  these 
powers  it  in  no  sense  abrograted  them, 
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and  the  powers  remained  inherent  in  the 
Central  Authoritj.     The  view    of  the 
Board,  however,  was  that  Local  Autho- 
rities must  be  trusted  in  these  cases  ;  and 
their  reason  was  that   if    the    Central 
Authoritj   under    the   existing    circum- 
stances   issued    verj    strong  orders    as 
to     mnxzliug,    seizure,     detention,    and 
jslaughter,  it  would  probably  find  itself  in 
the  unfortunate  position  of  not  being  able 
to  enforce  its  own  orders.     He  had  the 
honour  of  sitting  on  a  Committee  of  their 
Lordships*     House    which,    under     the 
presidency  of  Lord  Cranbrook,  inquired 
into    this    question   in    1887.     In  their 
Report  that  Committee  said  that  the  time 
might  come  when  the  public  would  call 
upon  the  Privy  Council  (now  the  Board 
of  Agriculture)  to  act  on  its    authority 
throughout  the  Kingdom,  but  that  with- 
out   that  sanction   the  initiation  of  the 
necessary  measures  must  be  left  to  Local 
Authorities.     The  Board  of  Agriculture 
entirely  agreed  with  that  view.     They 
thought  the  exigencies  of  each  particular 
locality  should  be  left  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Local  Authorities,  who  were  likely  to 
be  cognizant  with  the  facts  and  with  the 
best  method  of  dealing  with  them.     The 
recommendation  of  the  noble  Earl  that 
there  should  be  a  simultaneous  muzzling 
of  dogs  was  a  simple  and  an  attractive 
plan  in  sound,  but  he  feared  that  if  they 
attempted   to   carry   it   out   they  would 
find     that      it     bristled     with      great 
difficulties       and      complications.       To 
enable    such     a    course     to   be    taken 
there  must  be  a  great  and  general  con- 
centration   of     public     opinion    in   this 
country  in  support  of  it.       In  the  first 
decade  of  this  century,  from  1800  to  1810, 
there  were  in  Prussia  no  fewer  than  1,666 
deaths  from  hydrophobia.     If  anything  of 
this  kind  ever  occurred  in  the  United 
Kingdom  the  recommendation  of  the  noble 
Earl  might  be  put  in  force,  but  the  cir- 
cumstances must  be  altogether  different 
from  what  they  were  at  present  before 
they  could  deal  practically  with  the  evil 
in  the  way  suggested.     Whereas  with  a 
properly-fitting  muzzle  the  discomfort  to 
the  dog  was  problematic,  the  resentment 
of  the  owner   was   certain.      A   noble 
Friend   had  just  told  him  of  a  poodle 
which,  passing  from  one  part  of  Germany 
to  another,  enjoyed  six  weeks*  freedom 
from  the  muzzle.    On  returning  within  the 
muzzling  area  the  dog  came  to  his  nutster 
with   the   muzzle   in   its   mouth — a|upa 

Lord  Rihhlesdale 


rently  wanting  to  have  it  pat  on  again. 
Under  existing  circumBtaDces,  and  with 
the  facts  and  figures  the  Government 
had  before  them,  they  would  not  be 
justified  in  taking  so  ambitious  and  doubt- 
ful a  course  as  simultaneous  muzzling  all 
over  the  country.  Their  Lordships  would 
be  inclined  to  agree  in  this  the  more 
readily  when  he  told  them  that  rabies 
seemed  to  be  confined  to  certain  centres. 
He  remembered  that  before  the  Com- 
mittee he  had  mentioned  a  sort  of  ^  storm- 
centre  **  map  was  exhibited,  showing  how 
much  rabies  was  localised  then.  Now 
the  disease,  he  would  point  out, 
was  very  much  localised  in  Lan- 
cashire, Lanarkshire,  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  London,  Essex,  Kent,  Mid- 
dlesex, and  Surrey.  He  had  not  the 
figures  for  Ireland,  and  cases  that  arose  in 
other  parts  of  the  country  could  be  usually 
traced  to  one  or  other  of  these  eight  coun- 
ties. These  figures  would  give  some  idea 
of  the  extreme  localisation  of  rabies  in  this 
country.  During  the  six  and  a  half  years 
ending  June  80th,  out  of  901  cases  of 
ascertained  rabies,  669,  or  74  per  cent., 
occurred  in  the  eight  counties  he  had 
mentioned.  The  noble  Earl  had  referred 
to  the  Rabies  Order  of  1892,  which  gave 
to  Local  Authorities  statutory  powers 
to  seize  stray  dogs.  No  doubt  the 
Local  Authorities  would  ^ive  instructions 
for  carrying  out  those  orders.  At  the 
same  time,  it  was  to  be  much  regretted 
on  this  account  that  the  Bill  to  which  he 
had  alluded  had  been  lost  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  because  it  would  have 
given  more  particular  powers  to  the 
police  to  seize  stray  dogs,  which  were 
a  most  important  feature  in  this  matter  ; 
and  the  Committee  had  referred  to  their 
seizure,  detention,  and  slaughter  in  one 
of  the  paragraphs  of  the  Report.  A 
great  deal  might  be  don#  by  Local  Au- 
thorities giving  their  own  people  instruc- 
tions to  carry  out  the  existing  Acts  as 
regarded  stray  dogs.  Great  objection  wae 
taken  by  some  hon.  Members  to  the  police 
having  these  powers,  which,  however, 
would  have  been  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  community  as  well  as  of  the  dogs 
themselves  ;  for  stray  dogs  in  London 
cuuld  not  expect  to  lead  a  very  happy 
life.  It  was  very  unfortunate,  therefore, 
that  the  Bill  had  been  blocked  and  lost. 
In  conclusion,  he  feared  that  he  could 
not  give  the  noble  Earl  any  hope  of 
adopting  either  simultaneous  muzzling  or 
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nj  new  legislation  in  the  direction  indi- 
ated.  The  Board  of  Agricultare  were 
ally  aware  of  their  responsibilities,  and 
rould  not  in  any  way  shirk  their  duty 
1  attempting  to  deal  in  every  possible 
ray  with  a  terrible  and  terrifying  sconrge 
bat  had  been  more  or  less  frightening 
iie  world  since  the  days  of  Hippocrates. 

ALUATION  OF  LANDS  (SCOTLAND) 
ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  10.9.) 

COMMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
)rder). 

The  Duke  op  ARGYLL :  My 
iords,  I  ought  to  apologise  to  the  noble 
lOrd  opposite  (the  Lord  Privy  Seal)  for 
ot  having  been  present  when  he  moved  the 
econd  Reading  and  perhaps  gave  an  ex- 
lanation  of  the  object  of  the  Bill  which 
as  not  reported  in  the  newspapers,  and 
hich  I  have  not  seen.  It  seems  rather 
[1  unimportant  Bill  except  with  regard  to 
le  provision  to  which  my  attention  has 
Ben  called  by  persons  in  Scotland  who 
link  it  will  have  rather  an  unfair  effect 
[)on  other  ratepayers  in  the  counties.    It 

in  the  7th  clause,  which  gives  to  a 
reat  variety  of  companies  and  to  corpora- 
ons  the  privilege  of  having  their  cor- 
drate  property  assessed  not  by  the  county 
siluators  but  by  the  railway  and  canal 
(sessors.  I  believe  that  under  their 
Uuation  considerable  advantage  is  given 
i  those  whose  property  is  assessed,  and 
le  representation  made  to  me  is  that 
ider  the  7th  clause  a  considerable  addi- 
[>nal  burden  will  be  thrown  on  other 
.tepayers.  The  effect  of  this  clause 
)on  the  existing  law  is  not  to  me 
>ry  clear.  I  have  looked  into  the 
^tute  of  which  this  Bill  appears 
be  an  amendment,  and  from 
at    it    appears    that    all     companies 

possession  of  corporate  property  have 
»w  the  right  of  applying  to  he  assessed 
''  the  railway  and  canal  assessors.  This 
ftase  makes  it  not  only  not  optional  to 

them  to  apply  for  it,  but  enacts  that 
ey  shall  be  so  assessed.  There  is 
[Other  important  difierenoe.  The  clause, 

I  read  it,  brings  in  for  the  first  time 
operty  belonging  to  Corporations, 
irgh  Commissioners,  Trustees,  or  Local 
nthorities.  I  should  be  glad  if  the 
ble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would 
plain  what  will  be  the  effect  of  that 
on  other  rateable  property  upon  the 


register,  and  ho-w  far  it  has  been  applied 
for  by  the  Local  Authorities  in  Scotland. 
The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  and 
CHANCELLOR  op  the  DUCHY  op 
LANCASTER  (Lord  Twkei>mouth)  : 
I  think  I  can  in  two  sentences  answw 
the  question  which  the  noble  Duke  has 
put.  The  object  of  this  clause  is  really 
to  make  absolutely  clear  and  certain  the 
present  practice  which  has  been  usual  in 
this  matter  in  Scotland.  The  history  of 
this  clause  is  this  :  some  time  ago  Lord 
Stormonth  Darling  deeided  that  these 
quasi 'Fnhlie  Companies  do  not  come 
within  the  definition  of  the  word  "  Com- 
pany,*^ and  that  it  is  not  competent  to 
them  to  apply  to  the  assessors. 

The  Duke  of  ARGYLL  :  That  was 
the  Crinan  Canal  case. 

•Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  Yes ;  but 
this  decision  was  reversed  on  appeal.  This 
provision  was  introduced  into  the  Bill  in 
consequence  of  Lord  Stormonth  Darling's 
decision  in  the  Crinan  Canal  case.  It  was 
thought  well  that  in  spite  of  the  reversal 
of  Lord  Stormonth  Darling's  decision  by 
the  Court  of  Appeal  this  clause  should  still 
remain  I  in  the  Bill,  in  order  to  make  it 
quite  clear  that  these  Public  Companies 
could  apply  to  the  assessors  of  railways 
and  canals  to  make  valuations  as  in  the 
past.  It  is  not  compulsory  on  them  to  do 
so  ;  it  is ,  left  perfectly  optional,  and  the 
clause  is  only  intended  to  give  effect  to 
what  has  been  the  practice  in  Scotland  up 
to  the  present.  I  believe,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  there  are  18  Companies  in  Scotland 
at  present  who  have  their  property  valued 
by  the  assessors  in  this  manner. 

The  Duke  of  ARGYLL  :  Does  that 
apply  to  municipal  property  ? 
*LoRD  TWEEDMOUTH:  The  in- 
tention of  this  Bill  is  not  to  introduce 
any  change  in  the  law,  but  simply  to 
confirm  the  practice  which  has  been 
usual,  and  which  the  Court  of  Appeal 
decided  to  be  the  practice,  reversing  Lord 
Stormonth  Darling's  decision. 

The  Duke  of  ARGYLL  :  I  quite 
understand  that  as  to  other  Companies, 
but  a  Municipal  Corporation  is  not  a 
Company  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and  I 
very  much  doubt — I  say  it  subject  to 
the  opinion  of  noble  and  learned  Lords — 
looking  at  the  Statute  whether  the  pro- 
perty of  a  Municipal  Corporation  would 
come  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands. 

•Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :   As  I  un- 
derstand, it  is  only  With  regard  to  under- 
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^a  kings  of  a  public  character  which  are 
^ar  ried  on  by  it  in  its  corporate  character. 
It  is  onlj  in  the  case  of  their  doing  cer- 
tain  work  as  companies — ^providing  gas, 
water,  and  so  forth,  as  they  sometimes 
do.  But  if  the  noble  Duke  will  allow 
me,  I  will  make  farther  inquiry  at  the 
Scotch  Office,  and  will,  if  possible,  an- 
swer his  question  in  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee to-morrow. 

The  Eabl  of  CAMPERDOWN 
said,  Section  23  of  the  Statute  referred 
only  to  Gas  and  Water  Companies  having 
continuous  lands  or  heritages  liable 
to  be  assessed  in  more  than  one  county 
or  burgh.  It  did  not  refer  to  the  pro- 
perty of  Corporations  which  pre- 
sumably would  lie  within  their  districts, 
but  to  Companies  having  property  in 
more  than  one  county,  parish,  or  burgh. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  I  will  in- 
quire  into  the  matter. 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ; 
and  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee. 
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LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  17)  BILL.— (No.  123.) 
Read   3»   (according  to  Order),  with 
the  Amendments,  andpassed,!and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL.-.(No.  160.) 
Read  8*  (according  to  Order),  with  the 
Amendment,  and  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Commons. 

QUARRIES  BILL  [h.l.].— (No.  149.) 
Read  3*  (according  to  Order)  ;  Amend- 
ments made  ;   Bill  passed,  and  sent   to 
the  Commons. 

COAL  MINES  (CHECK  WEIGHER)  BILL. 
[H.L.].— (No.  153.) 
Read  3*  (according    to  Order)  ;    and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

INDUSTRIAL    SCHOOLS   BILL   [H.L.] 
(No.  152.) 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3»  To- 
morrow. 

BOARDS  OP  CONCILIATION  BILL  [h.l.] 
(No.  112.) 
House    in   Committee    (according    to 
Order)  :    Bill  reported  without  Amend* 

Lord  Tweedmouth 


ment ;  and  re*committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 


ZANZIBAR  INDEMNITY  BILL. 
(No.  167.) 
Read    3*  (according    to  Order), 


and 


BRITISH    MUSEUM  (PURCHASE    OF 

LAND)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ; 
and  to  be  printed.     (No.  173.) 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter-past 

Five  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 

half -past  Five  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF     COMMONS, 
Monday,  2Srd  July  1894. 


QUESTIONS 


BAMLBY-IN-THE-WILLOWS  NATIONAL 
SCHOOL. 
Mr.  GRIFFITH^BOSCAWEN 
(KentjTunbridge)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  whether  the  managers  of 
the  national  school  of  Bamlej^in-the 
Willows,  Newark,  have  been  required  by 
the  Department  to  build  a  cloakroom^ 
although  an  unuse^i  classroom  13  ft.  by 
9  ft.  has  been  transformed  into  a  cloak* 
room  in  the  present  year ;  and  whether 
the  Department  intends  to  press  this 
demand  ? 

•The  vice  PRESIDENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  Acland,  York,  W.R., 
Rotherbam)  :  The  managers  of  this 
school  were  required  last  year  to  provide 
suitable  cloakroom  accommodation.  I 
understand  that  they  have  since  fitted  up 
a  recess  in  the  schoolroom  for  this  pur* 
pose,  and  that  Her  Majesty^s  Inspector 
regards  the  arrangement  as  satisfactory* 
They  will  not,  therefore,  be  required  to 
build  a  cloakroom. 

HEVER  (EDENBRIDGE)  SCHOOLS.     ' 
Mr.  GRIFFITH-BO^CAWEN  j 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education  will 
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te  explain  whj  a  grant  of  £10  (tbe 
isual  extra  grant  under  Article  lOo  for 
mall  scbools)  has  been  refn/ied  to  Hever 
Schools,  near  Edenbridge,  Kent,  tins 
^ear;  and  whv  no  answer  has  up  to  date 
^en  sent  by  the  Education  Department 
o  a  letter  written  by  the  Reutor  of 
lever,  the  Rev.  R.  Lathom  Browne,  to 
he  Department  on  the  27th  of  Jiice 
sking  the  reason  of  the  refusal  ? 

•Mr.  AC  land  :  The  grant  in  qiies- 
ion  has  not  been  refused.  Her  Majet^ty's 
nspector  is  not  satisfied  that  the  grant 
5  claimable  on  the  ground  of  the  popu* 
ition  being  within  the  pres^ribeil  limit. 
In  answer  to  Mr.  Browiie^s  letter— which 
ras  not  too  courteous  in  its  tone — has 
ow  been  despatched  ;  and  the  grant  will 
e  paid  if  the  managers  can  satisfy  the 
>epartment  that  the  conditjon^  aa  to 
opulation  are  fulfilled. 

Mr.  G  R I F  F I T  H-BOSC  A  WEN  ; 

'hen  it  is  a  fact  that  the  gmnt  ha»  not 
et  been  paid  ? 

•Mr.  ACLAND 
aid. 


It  has  not  yet  beea 


PISHBRY  POACHERS  IN  LIMERICK. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  ;  1 
3g  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tfie 
ord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1)  Ik  he 
Bvare  that  a  water  bailiff  nanietl^  Connell 
nployed  by  the  Limerick  Confiervators 
as  charged  at  Croom,  on  11  th  June, 
ith  firing  a  revolver  at  Patrick 
ennedy,  and  that  the  case  wa*^  tf  ismissed 
I  the  ground  that  the  shot  was  merely 
•ed  to  attract  the  attention  of  anotlier 
ater  bailiff;  (2)  Was  the  Crowo 
gaily  represented  on  the  oct^asion  ;  did 
e  police  neglect  to  arrest  Conaell  for 
vera!  days  ;  and  did  they  report  to  the 
ithorities  that  so  serious' a  charge  waw 
be  tried  ;  (3)  Is  he  aware  timt  Connell 
fts  fined  previously  for  firing  a.  revolver 
hile  drunk  at  some  persons  at  An  na- 
tty, County  Limerick  ;  (4)  Will  the 
overnment  inquire  whether  porsonsi 
^ing  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Mtiigue 
e  seriously  alarmed  at  the  way  in 
liich  armed  bailiffs  use  or  threaten  to 
e  their  pistols  under  the  pretext  of 
eserving  the  river  from  {KWiLher^  ;  (5) 
ill  Conhell  be  allowed  by  the  Exeim- 
e  to  retain  his  weapon  ;  and  (6)  Who 
jre  the  Justices  who  decided  that  the 
ing  at  Kennedy  was  lawful  ? 


[23  JrLY  1B94} 

TuE    CHIEF    SECRETARY     for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.  Morley,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne)  ;    (1)    The   facta  a,ppear  to 
be  as  statetl  in  the   first  paragraph.     (2) 
The  Crown  waR   not  legally  represented 
on  the  oceaflion,  but  the  District  Inspec- 
tor of  Coimtabulary   had   charge  of  ttte 
prosecution.     The  warrant  for  Conneirs 
arrest  waii?   issued  on  the  5th  June,  but 
by  direction  of  the  Justice  who  issued  it, 
It  was  not  esceeuted  until  the  llth  June 
— the  date  of  Petty  Sessions,  where  it 
w*j.s  known  Counell  would  attend  to  give 
evidence  in  some  poaching  cases.     The 
occurrence    wa»    duly   reported    by    the 
Constabulary,  ami  the   District  luHpector 
iuitructed  to  t4ike  charge  of  the  proceed- 
ings.      (3)    Connell   was   fined   about  a 
year  ago  for  having  been  drunk  wbile  tn 
possession    of    a    revolver,    hut    not   for 
having    discharged    the    weapon,       (4) 
The  Constabulary  report   that   poaching 
is  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent  on 
the  River  Maigue,  and  that  no  respectable 
perriODS   in   the  locality  have  ever  com- 
plained   of  the   conduct  of    the  bailiffs, 
(o)   UiKjn  the  infonnation   at  pre^-^ent  be- 
fore me   there  are  no   sufficient  grounds 
for    depriving    Connell    of    hia   revolver. 
(6)  The  Justices  present  at  Croom  Petty 
Sessions  on  the  llth  instant  werj  Mr. 
DicksoHj   R,M,,  Sir   David    Rm.'he,  and 
McKsrs,    Fitzgerald    nnd    Harris.     They 
were  unanimous  in  refusing  inforniatiouB 
against  Connell* 

Mr,  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Has  a  Resident 
Magistrate  power  to  suspend  die  opera- 
tion of  the  law  ?  The  warrant  for  this 
man's  an-eat  was  not  exeeuted  until  six 
tiays  after  its  issue.  Who  signed  the 
warrant  ? 

Mr.  J,  MORLEY  :    That  I  cannot 
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DUBLIN  AND  KEW  BOTANIC  GARDENS, 
*Mr.  T,  M.  HEALY  I  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  at  what 
honr=5  are  the  Botanic  G anions  in  Dublin 
and  at  Kew  open  to  the  public  in  summer 
aatl  winter,  and  what  are  the  hour?  when 
the  hothouses  are  open  ;  and  eon  Id  ar- 
range men  ts  ]>c  made  by  wlueh  the 
Dublin  gardens  and  houfies  could  be  kept 
open  in  summer  at  hours  when  the  work- 
ing classes  could  have  access  to  them  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND  :  Perhap;^  I  may  be 
allowed  to  answer  this  question.  The 
Botanic  G aniens  in  Dulilfn  are  open  on 
week-days  from   10  a.m-  to  6  p,m.  be-  j 
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tween  the  lat  April  and  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, and  from  10  a.ro.  to  4.30  p.m.,  or 
to  sunset,  between  the  Ist  October  and 
the  3 Ist  March.  The  conservatories  are 
opened  an  hour  later,  and  closed  and  hour 
earlier  than  the  Gardens.  On  Sundays, 
both  gardens  and  conservatories  are  open 
from  2  p.m,  till  the  stated  time  for 
closing  the  Gardens.  The  Gardens  at 
Kew  are  open  on  week  days  from  12  till 
sunset,  and  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays 
from  1  till  sunset,  the  latest  time  of  sun- 
set being  taken  as  8  p.m.  in  summer,  and 
the  earliest  as  4  p.m.  in  winter!  The 
hothouses  are  open  from  1  to  6  p.m.  in 
summer,  and  from  1  to  sunset  in  winter, 
on  week-days  and  Sundays  alike.  I  will 
see  whether,  while  having  due  regard  to 
the  hours  of  the  employ iSy  arrangements 
can  be  made  for  keeping  the  Gardens  and 
houses  at  Dublin  open  somewhat  later  in 
summer  than  is  the  practice  at  the 
present  time. 

IRISH  LANDLORDS'  INDEBTEDNESS  TO 
THE   CROWN. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  what  is 
the  total  amount  of  arrears  due  by  Irish 
landlords  to  the  Crown  for  quit-rents,  and 
what  steps  are  being  taken  to  collect 
them  ;  could  a  return  be  given  of  the 
estates  on  which  quit-rent  is  owing,  and 
the  amount  in  each  case  ;  and,  where  can 
a  view  be  obtained  of  the  income  from 
Irish  quit-rents  paid  to  the  Crown,  and 
the  arrears  in  each  year  since  the 
Union  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  J.  T.  HiBBERT,  Oldham) : 
The  total  amount  of  arrears  due  to  the 
Crown  for  quit-rents  at  March  3 Ist,  1894 
(exclusive  of  a  gale-  which  accrued  due 
only  on  the  24th  of  that  month,  and  does 
not  appear  in  the  accounts  till  the 
following  year),  is  £14,275  16s.  lOd. 
Exclusive  of  a  portion  of  this  num,  which 
the  Commissioners  of  Woods  deem  irre- 
coverable, the  arrears  consist  partly  of 
those  not  more  than  one  year  in  arrear, 
which  are  being  dealt  with  by  the  local 
collectors  who  are  officers  of  Inland 
Revenue,  and  partly  of  those  in  aiTear  for 
more  than  a  year  in  respect  of  lands, 
houses  in  towns,  and  fairs  and  markets, 
which  are  being  dealt  with  at  the  Quit 
Rent  Office,  Dublin,  and  by  the  collectors. 
The  publication  of  the  information 
indicated     in     paragraph     2     of      the 

Mr.  Acland 


question  would  be  a  new  departure,  and 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  an  undesirable  one.  I  may,  how- 
ever, mention  that  since  March  31st,  1890, 
there  has  been  a  reduction  of  about 
£14,000  in  the  amount  of  arrears,  of 
which  £3,771  was  written  off.  The  quit- 
rents  were  placed  under  the  management 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  in  1827 
by  the  Act  7  &  8  George  IV.,  c.  68, 
and  from  that  period  till  now  the  accounts 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  contain 
the  income  and  arrears.  Since  1863  the 
information  has  been  given  in  the  annual 
Reports  of  the  Commissioners  of  Woods 
in  a  convenient  form. 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  the  point 
he  wanted  to  know  was  how  much  of  the 
quit-rent  annually  the  Irish  landlords  had 
refused  to  pay,  and  whether  in  the  sum 
of  £14,275  was  included  the  irrecoverable 
arrears  in  each  case  ? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  he  was  un- 
able to  answer  that  question  offhand,  but 
he  would  endeavour  to  obtain  the  infor- 
mation required.  The  sum  of  £14,275 
certainly  included  the  arrears  that  were 
irrecoverable. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Dublin  University) : 
May  I  ask  whether  these  quit-rents  will 
be  payable  in  priority  to  the  Estate  Duties? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  I  am  unable  to 
answer  that  question. 

EDUCATION    GRANTS    FOR    RURAL 
DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  it  is  in  accordance  with  the 
present  practice  of  the  Department  to 
refuse  grants  to  schools  in  rural  districts, 
under  Articles  104  and  105  of  the  Code, 
which  serve  a  population  under  500, 
when  the  population  of  the  ancient  civil 
parishes  out  of  which  those  districts  are 
taken  exceed  that  limit,  although  such 
schools  have  previously  received  such 
grants ;  and  when  this  change  of  policy 
originated  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND  :  The  school  district  in 
these  Articles  is  defined  by  the  Education 
Act  of  1870  as  the  civil  parish.  There 
has  been  no  change  of  policy  whatever  in 
this  respect.  Any  grants  which  may 
have  been  made  to  schools  where  the 
population  of  the  civil  parish  exceeded 
the  prescribed  limit  must  have  been  made 
in  error,  and  would,  of  course,  be  discoa- 
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M  800U  as  the  mistake  was  dU- 
covered.  I  Buppose  it  is  to  such  cases 
^^t  the  hoii.  Member  refers. 

f  Id  reply  to  a  further  question, 

Ms.  ACLAND  said,  the  hon.  Gentle- 

otao  would  see  from  the  Anuual  Report 

^kis  jew  in  what  cases  the  grant  had 

''^en  refused.      He  would  probably  re- 

nteoiber  that  during  the  latter  part  of  the 

period  of  Office  of  the  late  Government 

*  fietam  was  given  to  show  how  the 

gnnt  was  allotted.     In  some  cases  it  was 

seen  that  the  allotment  was  contrary  to 

the    law,    and    hence    it    was    that    it 

bad    Bince    been    refused    in    those    in- 

sraDces. 

FEGKEXHAM  NATIONAL  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  TALBOT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
OD  KdacHtion  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  case  of  Feckenhaiii 
Rational     School,    in     the    County    of 
Worcester,  where  additional   class-room 
accommodation    is   required   to   be  pro- 
vided during  the  current  year,  notwith- 
standing that  the  general  accommodation 
of  the  school  is  largely  in  excess  of  the 
average   attendance    of    the    children  ; 
and  whether  he  will  reconsider  this  re- 
quirement ? 

^^  ACLAND  :    In  the  last  Report 

^    ^his  school,   which    was   sent    last 

■^^^^Cinber,  the  attention  of  the  managers 

'^■*  Otlled  to  the  fact  that  the  two  class- 

jy'^as  were  both  undersized,  being  only 

^^et  by  12.     No  requirement,  how- 

'^^^>    was  made  to   provide  new  class- 

^^»,  and  there  has  l»een  no  further  cor- 

C^Ondence  on  the  matter  since. 

^^^  ERASMUS  SMITH  EDUCATIONAL 

ENDOWMENT. 

^MIb.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.)  :  I  beg 

T .  ^-a^k  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lonl 

o*^^tenant  of  Ireland— (1)  why  the  Draft 

P^^^me    for    the    management    of    the 

^^mus     Smith    Educational    Endow- 

°^^5^t,  which  was  published  in  1892,  and 

P"  "^licly  considered  in  October,  1892,  has 

^^    been  put  in  force  ;  (2)  when  will  the 

r^l^rt  for  1893  of  the  Educational  En- 

^T.^^'ment  (Ireland)  Commission  be  pul>- 

**^«d  ;  (3)   why  a  large  proportion  of 

v^^    income  of  the  Erasmus  Smith  En- 

—'Wment,  which  was  expressly  left  for 

^[^^  free  education  of  poor  children  on  the 

^^Hor's  Irish  estates,  and  20  other  i>oor 


children  residing  within  two  miles  of  the 
schools,  has  been  applied  for  the  benefit 
of  persons  who  do  not  come  within  these 
tenns,  notwithstanding  the  Educational 
Endowments  (Ireland)  Act  of  1885 ; 
(4)  whether  any  steps  are  to  be  taken 
under  that  Act  to  reform  the  manage- 
ment and  appliciitiou  of  the  Erasmus 
Smith  Endowment  ;  and  (5)  whether 
the  Commissioners,  under  the  Educa- 
tional Endowments  (Ireland)  Aet  of 
1855,  have  yet  dealt  with  the  Erasmus 
Smith  and  Incorporated  Societies  En- 
dowments, which  are  the  two  largest 
educational  endowments  in  Ireland,  and 
amount  to  alx)ut  £20,000  a  year  ? 

Mr.  J.  .MORLEY:  (I/No  Scheme 
can  come  into  force  under  the  Educa- 
tional Endowments  (Ireland)  Act,  1885, 
unless  it  has  l>eeri  tirst  framed  and  signed 
by  lM)th  the  Judicial  Commissioners,  and 
subsecpiently  approved  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant in  Council.  The  Draft  Scheme 
for  the  future  management  of  Eras- 
mus SniitliV  Endowment,  which  was 
prepared  by  a  majority  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  1892,  was  met  by  a  numl>er  of 
objections  raising  serious  and  diffi(*ult 
questions,  which  were  discussed  at  a 
public  sitting  of  the  Commission  held  in 
Octolier,  1892.  The  Judicial  Commis- 
sioners have  not  since  l)een  able  to  con- 
cur in  framing  a  revised  Scheme,  but  they 
intend  to  further  consider  the  nuitter 
imme<l lately  after  Mr.  Justice  O'Brien's 
return  from  circuit,  and  to  announce  the 
result  at  an  early  date.  (2)  The  final 
Report  of  the  Commission  will  Ihj  pul)- 
lished  l>efore  the  end  of  the  current  year, 
and  will  <!over  the  whole  period  from  the 
date  of  the  last  Re{)ort  to  the  completion 
of  the  business  of  the  Commission,  whose 
general  statutory  jMjwers  have  expired. 
(3,  4,  and  5).  The  endowment  referred  to 
is  now  administered  under  certain 
Charters  and  Acts  of  Parliament,  and 
this  administration  cannot  lie  affected 
under  the  Act  of  1885  otherwise  than  by 
a  Scheme  duly  framed  and  approved.  No 
such  Scheme  has,  as  pointed  (mt,  l»een  yet 
framed.  The  Educational  Endowments 
Commission  published  a  Draft  Scheme  for 
the  future  management  of  the  Endow- 
ments 1>elonging  to  the  Incorporated 
Society  on  August  14th,  1893.  The 
Scheme  was  revise<l  after  public  con- 
sideration of  the  objections  received,  and 
was  signedby  the  Judicial  Commissioners 
on   February    3rd,  1894.     Having    been 
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dulj  published  it  was  provisionally  ap- 
proved by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Coun- 
cil on  May  2l8t,  1894.  The  annual 
amount  of  Erasmus  Smith's  and  Incor- 
porated Society's  Endowments  is  believed 
to  be  much  less  than  £20,000  a  year, 
and  the  endowments  of  the  Incorporated 
Society  consist  of  a  large  numbei^  of  dis- 
tinct endowments,  many  of  which  are 
held  upon  special  trusts. 


LABOURERS'  COTTAGES  IN  THE  KIL- 
LOCjSH  DISPENSARY  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  application 
made  to  the  Dowupatrick  Board  of 
Guardians,  at  their  meeting  on  the  14th 
instant,  for  the  erection  of  two  labourers' 
cottages  in  the  Killough  Dispensary 
District ;  whether  he  is  aware  of  the 
absolute  necessity  for  having  some 
labourers'  cottages  erected  in  the  dis- 
trict ;  and  if  he  will  communicate  with 
the  Board  as  to  the  desirability  of  having 
them  erected  with  the  least  possible 
delay  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  A  representation 
has  been  made  to  the  Guardians,  as 
stated  in  the  first  paragraph,  and  should 
they  decline  to  act  upon  it,  it  will  then 
be  open  to  the  persons  who  signed  the 
representation  to  apply  direct  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  matter,  in  pursuance  of  Section  4 
of  the  Act  of  1891.  I  may  point  out 
that  the  application  now  before  the 
Guardians  can  only  be  considered  after 
the  issue  of  the  notices  required  by  the 
Labourers'  Acts,  and  tliat  at  the  present 
stage  of  the  proceedings  it  would  be 
premature  for  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  take  action. 

THE  ALLEGED  MASSAGE  SCANDALS. 
Mr.  S.  SMITH  (Flintshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  statement 
made  in  The  British  Medical  Journal 
that  "  massage  shops  "  are  in  many  cases 
used  for  improper  purposes ;  whether 
this  subject  has  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  police  ;  whether,  quite  recently,  one 
of  the  best  known  of  these  places  has 
been  raided  and  stopped  ;  and  whether 
the  Government  proposed  to  take  any 
Mr.  J,  Morley 
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steps   for 
shops  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
AsQUiTH,  Fife,  £.)  :  I  have  read  the 
article  referred  to.  Except  by  the  state- 
ments in  that  article,  the  attention  of  the 
police  has  not  been  called  to  the  subject. 
There  is  no  truth  in  the  statement  that 
the  police  have  raided  and  stopped  one 
of  tliese  places.  The  matter  has  been, 
and  is  being,  carefully  investigated, 
but  up  to  the  present  no  sufficient  evi- 
dence has  been  forthcoming  to  warrant 
police  action,  or  to  show  the  necessity  of 
an  amendment  of  the  law. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF 
RATES. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  (Lancashire,  S.E., 
Middleton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
case  of  James  Spendlove,  a  working 
man,  arrested  by  the  police  for  the  non- 
payment of  rates,  8s.  4d.,  and  Us.  costs, 
at  Cornholme,  and  conveyed  to  Tod- 
morden,  and  thence  to  Wakefield  Prison  ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  man  was 
handcuffed  and  marched  through  the 
streets  as  a  criminal,  and  kept  hand- 
cuffed until  he  reached  the  gaol ;  that 
the  man  requested  to  be  allowed  to  go  to 
his  employer's  office  to  get  his  wages  ; 
and  that  no  information  was  given  to  bin 
wife  of  what  had  become  of  him ;  whe- 
ther such  proceedings  are  justifiable  for 
the  enforcement  of  a  civil  debt ;  whether 
he  will  think  it  proper  to  convey  to  the 
police  condemnation  of  such  treatment ; 
and  whether  costs  of  lis.  are  justifiable 
for  the  collection  of  a  debt  of  Bs.  4d.  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  T  have  made  in- 
quiry into  the  case  of  James  Spendlove, 
and  I  am  informed  by  the  Clerk  to  the 
Todmorden  Justices  that  the  costs  were 
not  lis.,  but  8s.  6d.  only,  which  he  states 
is  less  in  amount  than  the  authorised 
charges.  As  to  the  handcuffing,  a  female 
and  three  male  prisoners,  Spendlove 
being  one,  were  sent  in  charge  of  two 
officers  from  Todmorden  Police  Station 
to  Wakefield  Prison.  One  officer  had 
charge  of  the  female  prisoner,  and  the 
other  constable  of  the  thr^e  male 
prisoners,  who  were  handcuffed  at  the 
police  station,  and  remained  so  until  they 
reached  the  prison.     I  have  already,  on  a 
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er  WeeasiOD,  expressed  my  opinion 
in  the  ease  of  a  person  in  custody 
ion-payment  of  civil  debt  the  use  of 
IcuiFs  can  only  be  justified  by  the 
sure  of  extreme  necessity,  of  which  I 
10  evidence  in  the  present  case,  and 
ve  so  informed  thef  authorities  of  the 
t  Riding  Police  Force.  The  allega- 
that  Spend  love  was  not  allowed  to 

0  his  employers'  offices  appears  to  be 
surate,  as  he  was  apprehended  in  the 
once  of  his  employer,  to  whom  the 
imstances  of  the  ease  were  explained 
he  police  officer,  and  Spendlove  did 
isk  for  money  from  him,  but  only  for 

to  pay,  and  he  could  ha^e  bad  his 

es  had  he  so  wished.     Spendlove's 

was  living  eight  miles  away,  and 

1  was  sent  to  her  by  Spendlove's 
loyer.  She  came  over  next  day  and 
r  her  husband's  wages,  and  promised 
ly  the  amount.  The  original  sum- 
s  was  taken  out  against  Spendlove 
le  14th  of  April,  and  the  commitment 

not  executed  until  the  present 
th,  so  Spendlove  had  ample  time 
ved  him. 

PROPOSBD  PISH  HATCHKRY  AT 

CAMPBELTOWN  LOCH. 
R.  BIRKMYRE  (Ayr,  &c.)  :  I  beg 
,sk  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whe- 

he  has  taken  any  steps  towards  the 
nination  of  Campbeltown  Loch,  with 
ew  to  the  establishment  of  a  fish 
bery  there  for  the  West  Coast  of 
;land  ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  pro- 
s  to  take  any  steps  in  the  direction 
jated  before  the  close  of  the  present 
on  ? 

HE  SECRETARY  for  SCOT- 
S^D  (Sir  G.  Trevelyan,  Glasgow, 
tgeton) :  I  am  informed  by  the 
lery  Board  that  the  subject  was 
[ght  before  them  at  their  last  meeting 
onnection  with  previous  correspon- 
{C,  and  they  decided  in  the  meantime 
slay  its  consideration.  In  these  cir- 
stances,  I  do  not  propose  to  suggest 

any  farther  steps  should  be  taken  by 
Board  at  tlft  present  time. 

THE  Liyy  OF  DEE. 
[r.  a.  MORTON  (Peterborough)  : 
g  to  ask  ihe  Secretary  for  Scotland 
ther  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
Ltement  in  The  Aberdeen  Free  Press 
be  18th  that  the  Linn  of  Dee  is 
It  to  be  destroyed   by  blasting   the 


rocks  ;  and,  if  so,  whethei"  he  will  take 
measures  to  prevent  the  projected  destruc- 
tion of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  objects 
of  interest  on  all  Deeside  ? 

Sir  G.  TREVELY an  :  My  attention 
was  first  directed  to  the  statement  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  Member,  and  I 
have  since  seen  the  newspaper  reports  on 
the  subject.  There  is  no  Public  Body,  so 
far  as  I  know,  which  has  any  power  in 
the  matter  to  whom  I  could  refer  for  in- 
formation ;  but  I  am  informed  by  the 
factor  of  the  estate  that  the  reports  are 
greatly  exaggerated,  as  what  is  contem- 
plated will  in  no  degree  affect  the  aspect 
of  the  Linn  of  Dee. 

KASSALA. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield,  EcclesaLl)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  Italians  have  cap- 
tured and  occupied  Kassala,in  the  Eastern 
Soudan  ;  and  whether  Italy  will  main- 
tain her  occupation  of  that  important 
position  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  ok 
STATE  for  foreign  AFFAIRS 
(Sir  E.  Grey,  Northumberland,  Ber- 
wick) :  The  fact  of  the  occupation  of 
Kassala  by  the  Italian  forces  has  been 
communicated  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment by  the  Italian  Government,  with 
assurances  to  the  effect  that  the  event 
will  in  no  way  affect  their  intention  to 
act  up  to  their  engagements  to  this 
country.  These  engagements  are  re- 
corded in  the  Protocol  of  April  15,  1891,^ 
which  was  laid  before  Parliament  under 
"  Italy  (No  1)  "  of  that  year. 

GYMNASTIC   INSTRUCTORS   IN   THB 
ARMY. 

Mr.  PIERPOINT  (Warrington)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  officers  who  have  beeh 
appointed  gymnastic  instructors  for  two 
years  are  seconded  ;  and,  if  not,  why 
not,  seeing  that  their  services  are  for  the 
time  being  lost  to  their  regiments  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Campbell  -  Banxerman, 
Stirling,  &c.) :  These  officers  are  not 
seconded.  The  War  Office  has  seconded, 
at  great  cost  to  the  country,  almost  every 
officer  who  is  extra  -  regimentally  em- 
ployed, and  I  am  not  prepared  to  go 
further  in  this  direction.     The  regiments 
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must  provide  the  few  officers — ^about  one 
from  every  10  battalions — who  are  re- 
quired for  gymnastic  instruction  and  who 
are  only  required  for  these  duties  for  two 
years. 

Mr.  PIERPOINT:  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  whether,  in  the  case 
of  a  captain  being  appointed  gymnastic 
instructor,  his  subaltern,  who  does  his 
duty  for  the  two  years,  gets  extra  pay  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
No,  Sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  does. 

POOR  RATE  ARREARS  IN  ROSCOMMON 
UNION. 

Mr.  bodkin  (Roscommon,  N.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1)  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  proceed- 
ings for  arrears  of  Poor  Rate  instituted 
by  the  Roscommon  Board  of  Guardians 
against  Michael  Hiuuerty,  John  Brennau, 
and  Mary  Kelly,  widow,  all  of  Bally- 
murry,  Roscommon,  who  had  purchased, 
under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  their 
holdings,  valued  respectively  under  £4 
per  annum  ;  (2)  is  he  aware  that  these 
proceedings  were  dismissed  by  the 
Magistrates  on  the  ground  that  these 
arrears  were  really  due  by  the  former 
landlord,  from  whom  the  Poor  Rate 
collector  had  neglected  to  collect  them  ; 
(3)  were  those  proceedings  sanctioned 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
Ireland  ;  and  (4)  will  he  give  the  neces- 
sary directions  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  such  proceedings  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  (1.)  Proceedings 
for  the  recovery  of  Poor  Rates  were  insti- 
tuted by  the  Poor  Rate  collector,  not  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  against  the  per- 
sons named,  whose  holdings  are  valued 
under  £4.  The  collector  states  that  in 
1891  he  applied  to  the  agent  of  the 
estate  for  the  rates  then  due  on  these 
holdings,  but  the  latter  declined  to  pay 
them  on  the  ground  that  he  received  no 
rents,  and  when  the  collector  again  made 
application  he  was  informed  that  the 
tenants,  having  entered  into  agreements 
for  the  purchase  of  their  holdings,  were 
liable  for  the  rates.  The  tenants  having 
declined  to  pay,  the  collector  applied  to 
the  Land  C6mmission  for  information, 
and  was  advised  that  the  tenants  were 
liable,  and  he  accordingly  summoned 
them  to  Petty  Sessions.  (2.)  The  Ma- 
gistrates gave  decrees  for  the  current 
rates,  but  made  no  order  as  to  arrears. 

iHr.  Campbell'Bannerman 


(3.)  No  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of 
rates  in  such  cases  require  the  sanction 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.  (4.) 
The  Local  Government  Board  cannot 
interfere  with  Boards  of  Gnardians  and 
their  officers  in  taking  such  proceedings 
as  they  may  deem  necessary  within  the 
law  to  recover  rates  due  in  their  Unions. 

Mr.  bodkin  :  Were  these  proceed- 
ings sanctioned  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  or  not  ?  I  am  informed  that 
they  were. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  am  told  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  that  no  pro- 
ceedings of  this  kind  require  their  sanc- 
tion. 

SWAZILAND. 

Mb.  CAYZER  (Barrow-in-Furness)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretar}'  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether, 
although  by  the  London  Convention  of 
1884  with  the  South  African  Republic, 
the  independence  of  the  Swazis  within 
the  boundary  line  of  Swaziland  was  fully 
recognised,  the  Government  proposes  now 
to  withdraw  from  the  joint  Protectorate 
of  Swaziland  with  the  Transvaal  Re- 
public, and  surrender  the  country  to  the 
Government  of  the  Transvaal  Rrepubiic, 
against  the  protests  of  the  Queen  Regent 
and  inhabitants  of  Swaziland,  who  are 
desirous  of  remaining  under  British  pro- 
tection ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  S. 
Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Popbir)  : 
The  question  of  the  future  government 
of  Swaziland  is  still  the  subject  of  nego- 
tiation. 

WRECKAGE  OFF  FLAMBOROUGH  HEAD. 

Mr.  MACDONA(Southwark,Rother- 
hithe)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that 
on  the  18th  instant  a  large  amount  of 
wreckage  was  reported  to  have  been  seen 
about  H  miles  off  Flamborough  Head; 
and,  if  this  be  so,  will  he  instruct  the 
Trinity  House  Board  to  send  out  a  vessel 
to  make  further  search  f(#  a  derelict  sup- 
posed to  be  afloat  in  that  locality  ? 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Bryce,  Aberdeen,  S.)  : 
On  the  17th  instant  the  Receiver  of 
Wreck  at  Newcastle  forwarded  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  a  Report  by  the  master  of 
the  ship  Ruth  that  on  the  15th  he  bad 
passed  the  quarter  deck  of  a  large  sailing 
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floating  aboat  14  miles  S.E.  i  S  of 
iborough.  A  copy  of  the  Report 
at  the  same  time  sent  by  bim  to  the 
Ity  House,  in  accordance  with  the 
ral  instructions  issued  by  the  Board 
eceivere  of  Wreck.  A  Report  was 
received  by  the  Board  on  the  17th 
nt  from  their  Deputy  Superinten- 
of  Mercantile  Marine  at  Blyth  of  a 
rlogged  vessel  passed  by  the  Con- 
ine on  the  14th  instant  15  miles 
E.  of  Flamborough.  This  informa- 
was  telegraphed  by  the  Board  of 
e  to  the  Trinity  House.  The  Trinity 
se  inform  me  that  a  thorough  search 
made  by  their  steamer  Argus  on  the 
and  19th  instant  all  round  the 
ion  reported,  but  nothing  was  seen 
e  wreckage  in  question.  If  further 
mation  should  come  to  hand  as  to 
illeged  derelict  a  further  search  will 
ade  for  her,  in  case  her  position  can 
)proximately  fixed. 

SGBD     ORANGE    OUTRAGE    ON    A 

PROTESTANT  RECTOR. 
R.  O'DRISCOLL  (Monaghan,  S.)  : 
g  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  is  he  aware 
on  the  night  of  13th  or  early  morn- 
of  14th  July  instant,  the  stable  of 
A.  B.  R.  Young,  M.A.,  the  Protes- 
Rectorof  Ballibay,  County  Mona- 
,  was  entered,  and  the  mane  of  a 
ible  horse  so  mutilated  as  to  greatly 
5e  the  selling  price  of  the  animal, 
eason  for  this  malicious  injury  being, 
supposed,  that  the  reverend  gentle- 
had  some  Orange  flags  removed 
the  tower  of  his  church  in  con- 
3nce  of  one  of  the  piUarets  to  which 
were  attached  having  been  knocked 
i  and  broken  on  the  night  of  the  7th 
nt ;  and  what,  if  any,  protection  has 
afibrded  to  Mr.  Young  against  a 
ition  of  such  outrage  ? 

R.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  am  informed 
the  facts  are  as  stated  in  the  ques- 
Some  three  or  four  inches  of  hair 
removed  from  the  horse's  mane,  but 
odily  injury  was  inflicted.  The 
end  gentleman  is  receiving  every 
sary  protection  from  the  police. 

R.  O'DRISCOLL  :  Is  the  right 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  rev. 
eman,  in  consequence  of  his  action, 
been  burnt  in  ^^gj  by  members  of 
)range   organisation  and  threatened 


with  condign  punishment  by  the  leaders 
of  that  body  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  am  not  aware. 

DENUNCIATION  OF  LAND  GRABBERS 
IN  LIMERICK. 
Mr.  CARSON  (Dublin  University)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  leading 
article  in  The  Limerich  Leader  oi  11th 
July,  which  states  that  the  evicted  farm 
of  O'Grady  has  been  taken  by  a  Mr. 
James  Valentine,  who  hails  from  Naas, 
County  Kildare  ;  that  in  Ballybroad  dis- 
trict  a  grabber  ought  not  to  have  any 
pleasant  quarters ;  and  that  the  old 
policy  of  boycotting  should  be  put  in 
force,  and  announced  that  a  public  meet- 
ing will  be  held  in  the  district  in  three 
weeks'  time  to  denounce  his  conduct ; 
whether  the  meeting  referred  to  will  be 
allowed  to  take  place  ;  and  whether  the 
incitement  to  boycotting  contained  in 
this  paper  has  been  brought  under  the 
notfce  of  the  Law  Officers,  and  with  what 
result  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  newspaper 
article  referred  to  has  been  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  Attorney  General, 
whose  opinion  is  that,  although  the 
language  in  question  may  contain  some 
evidence  of  an  offence,  yet  it  is  too 
ambiguous  to  found  a  prosecution  on  it. 
The  question  of  allowing,  or  disallowing, 
any  meeting  in  the  locality  will  be  con- 
sidered so  soon  as  the  local  responsible 
authorities  are  in  possession  of  definite 
information  pointing  to  the  fact  that  such 
a  meeting  is  intended  to  be  held.  At 
present  they  have  no  information  in  the 
matter  beyond  the  vague  announcement 
in  the  newspaper  article  mentioned. 

CHELSEA  HOSPITAL  FDNDS. 
Sir  J.  LENG  (Dundee)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  it  is  correctly  stated  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Accounts  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  Chelsea  Hospital  have  a 
capital  of  £79,000,  mainly  prize  money, 
to  which  additions  have  been  made  from 
rent  and  other  sources,  and  that  no  with- 
drawals excepting  rent  money  have  been 
made  ;  and  whether  there  is  any  objection 
to  applying  this  sum  to  cases  of  indigent 
Crimean  veterans  who  have  applied  for 
compassionate  allowances  ? 
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Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  :'- 
As  the  whole  question  of  the  employ-' 
ment  of  the  Chelsea  Hospital  property  to 
the  best  advantage  of  old  soldiers  is  at 
present  being  considered  by  a  Committee, 
I  should  prefer  not  to  make  any  state- 
ment on  the  subject  until  I  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  considering  their  Beport. 

NAVAL  ENGINEERS'  EXAMINATIONS. 
Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty on  what  date,  approximately,  the 
local  examinations  will  be  held  in  Man- 
chester and  Birmingham,  of  the  Boyal 
Naval  College,  for  Engineers  ;  and  whe- 
ther he  has  any  other  communications  to 
make  as  to  any  conditions,  <&c.,  of  these 
examinations  ? 

The  civil  LOBD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALT Y  (Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Dundee) : 
The  local  examinations  for  engineer 
students  will  be  held  at  Manchester  and 
Birmingham,  as  well  as  other  centres,  in 
April  next,  but  the  exact  date  will  not 
be  fixed  until  January,  and  may  theti  be 
ascertained  from  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
missioners, who  conduct  the  examination. 
Candidates  must  be  not  less  than  14 
nor  more  than  17  on  the  let  of 
May  next.  Successful  candidates  will 
be  entered  as  engineer  students  in  the 
Navy  on  the  Ist  of  July,  and  will  pass 
through  a  course  of  five  years  at  the  Train- 
ing School  for  Engineer  Students  at 
Keyhani.  The  cost  to  parents  is  £40 
for  each  year  of  the  course. 

THE  WAZIRI  EXPEDITION  OF  1881. 

Sir  A.  ACLAND-HOOD  (Somerset, 
Wellington)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  it  is  intended 
to  issue  the  India  Frontier  Medal  to  the 
troops  engaged  in  the  Waziri  Expedition 
of  1881  ;  and  whether  this  medal  has 
been  given  to  troops  engaged  in  ex- 
peditions of  a  less  important  character 
both  prior  to  and  since  the  Waziri  Ex- 
pedition in  1881  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler,  Wolver- 
hampton, E.)  :  My  right  hon.  Friend  has 
asked  me  to  answer  this  question.  There 
is  no  intention  of  issuing  the  India 
Medal  to  the  troops  engaged  in  the 
Waziri  Expedition  of  1881.  The  ques- 
tion of  giving  or  not  giving  a  medal  is 
decided   at  the  close   of  a  campaigiiv     I 


am  not  able  to  say  whether  th«  expedi- 
tion (^  1881  was  of  greater  or  lees  im- 
portance than  the  expeditions  before  or 
since  that  date  for  which  the  India 
Medal  has  been  given. 

Sir  a.  ACLAND-HOOD :  Is  it  not 
a  fad  that  ia  mauy  eaaeK  the  medal  has 
not  been  issued  till  16  years  after  the 
close  of  a  campaign  ? 

Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLER :  I  am  not  aware 
of  that.  I  am  informed  tlie  decision  is 
arrived  at  immediately  after  the  close  of 
a  campaign. 

THE  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  EGYPT. 

Mb.  SETON-KARR  (St.  Helens)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  it  is  correct, 
as  stated  in  an  article  by  Sir  William 
Marriott  m  The  Pall  Mall  Gazette,  of 
18th  July  last,  that  Rogers  Pasha,  the 
Director  General  of  the  Sanitary  De- 
partment in  Egypt,  had  in  1898  reported 
that  Egypt,  in  its  general  sanitary  con- 
dition, remains  as  it  was  10  years  ae^  ; 
that  not  a  town  has  been  drained,  for  the 
drainage  of  Cairo  is  only  approved  ;  and 
that  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view  the 
country  is  about  as  well  prepared  to  meet 
the  disease  of  cholera  as  it  was  in  1883  ; 
whether,  as  suggested  in  the  same  Re- 
port, the  Finance  Department  in  Egypt 
is  responsible  for  this  state  of  things ; 
whether  Sir  Elwin  Palmer  is  now  the 
Financial  Adviser  of  that  Department, 
and  holds  the  appointment  under  an 
agreement  with  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment that  he  is  to  retain  it  for  15  years 
from  the  date  of  his  appointment ;  and 
whether  such  an  agreement  is  legal,  and 
has  the  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment ? 

Sir  E.  grey  :  The  opinion  of  Rogers 
Pasha,  the  Director  General  of  the  Sani- 
tary Department  in  Egypt,  as  to  the 
general  sanitary  condition  of  Egypt, 
will  be  found  on  page  17  of  Lord  Cromer's 
Report  of  this  year  on  the  condition  of 
Egypt  (Egypt  No.  1,  1894);  It  will  be 
seen  that  a  certain  amount  of  progress 
has  been  made  in  sanitary  improvements, 
though  in  a  Mahomedan  country,  and 
one  so  hampered  as  Egypt  is  in  matters 
of  finance  and  of  administration  affecting 
foreigners,  the  progress  is  neceesarilv 
slow  and  difHcult.  It  will  be  seen  from 
Mr.  Garstin's  observations  on  page  37  of 
the  same  Repoi't  that  the  Finance  De- 
partment is  not  solely,  or  even  mainly. 
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>n8ible  for  the  delay  in  executing 
Irainage  scheme  for  Cairo,  but  that 
useless  to  take  any  steps  iu  this 
itiou  till  certaia  coraplemeutary 
lures  have  received  the  assent  of  the 
ers.  Sir  Elwin  Palmer  has  been 
ncial  Adviser  to  the  Egyptian  Go 
meut  since  August,  1889.  The 
30  was  made  by  the  Egyptian  6o- 
ment,  but  was  agreed  to  by  Her 
3Sty's  Government.  Her  Majesty^s 
Brnment  were  not  consulted  as  to  the 
s  of  the  contract  under  which  Sir 
Palmer  accepted  the  appointment, 
L  contracts  tare  usually  made  for  a 
of  years,  with  certain  conditions 
kse  of  an  earlier  termination.  It  is 
latter  within  the  discretion  of  the 
ptian  Government ;  and,  so  far  as 
Majesty's  Government  can  judge, 
practice  is  both  legal  and  convenient. 
R.  SETON-KARR  :  WUl  the  hon. 
met  kindly  state  some  of  the  par- 
ars  alleged  of  the  improvement  iu 
tary  reform  ? 

[R  E.  GREY  :  No,  Sir  ;  forallpar- 
ars  I  think  it  very  much  more  con- 
ent  that  the  hon.  Member  should 
ult  the  Report  first. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
R.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  (Manchester, 
:  I  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
tleman  what  are  the  arrangements  for 
week  ? 

:r.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  Government 
lose  to  take  the  Equalisation  of  Rates 
idon)  Bill  to-morrow  ;  on  Wedues- 
the  Report  stage  of  the  Building 
eties  (No.  2)  Bill ;  and  on  Thursday 
Committee  stage  of  the  Evicted 
ftuts  Bill. 

R.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  discus- 
of  that  Bill  will  go  on  from  day  to 
with  the  exception  of  the  time  given 
le  Vote  on  Account  ? 
:r.  J.  MORLEY :  Yes,  Sir,  with  that 
ption.  The  Vote  on  Account  will  be 
u  on  Monday. 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 

ICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND)  ABBI- 

TRATION  BILU— (No.  176.) 
)ND  READING  [adjourned  DEBATE], 

rder  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
ate  on  Amendment  proposed  to  Ques- 
[19th  July],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now 
a  second  time." 


And  which  Amendment  was,  to  leave 
out  the  word  ''  now,"  and  at  the  end  of 
the  Question  to  add  the  words  ^^upon 
this  day  three  months." — (  Colonel  Saun* 
derson.) 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  (Binning- 
ham,  W.)  :  Mr.  Speaker,  in  introducing 
this  Bill,  and  again  upon  the  Second 
Reading,  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief 
Secretary  referred  to  some  remarks  which 
were  attributed  to  me  by  a  very  energetic 
reporter,  who  caught  me,  in  the  year 
1891,  on  an  Atlantic  steamer  which  wai 
en  route  for  America.  As  my  right  hotu 
Friend  thought  the  matter  sufficiently  im- 
portant to  refer  to  it  on  two  occasions, 
I  may  say  that — although  I  do  not  think 
the  authority  a  very  good  one — I  have 
no  objection  now  to  repeat  and  adopt  the 
laixguage  which  was  so  attributed  to  me. 
I  was  reported  to  have  said  that  I  was 
iu  favour  of  a  just  and  equitable  settle- 
ment of  this  matter,  and  that  I  thought 
such  a  settlement  could  only  be  arrived 
at  by  an  arrangement  between  the  two 
sides  of  the  House  ;  and,  lastly,  that  the 
settlement  ought  to  follow  the  lines  of  the 
1 3th  clause  of  the  Act  of  1891 .  I  say  this, 
because  I  think  my  right  hon.  Friend 
makes  a  mistake  when  he  assumes  .that, 
in  voting  against  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill,  I  or  any  of  my  hon.  Friends  are 
committing  ourselves  to  a  non  possumue 
attitude.  For  myself,  at  any  rate,  I  will 
say  that,  although  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  has  been 
withdrawn,  not  only  do  I  approve  of  that 
Amendment,  but  I  stiU  adhere  to  it,  both 
in  the  letter  and  the  spirit.  Of  course, 
the  Chief  Secretary  very  fairly  admitted 
that  readiness  to  accept  a  just  and  equit- 
able settlement  did  not  necessarily  com- 
mit anybody  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill ;  and  I  think  he  would  agree  that 
the  questions  which  it  raises  are  of  such 
supreme  importance  that  the  House 
must  carefully  and — if  it  be  possible  in 
an  Irish  question — ^impartially  comjider 
the  consequences  of  the  policy  to  which 
we  are  now  asked  to  give  our  assent. 
We  have  had  considerable  experience  of 
land  legislation  in  Ireland,  and  I  think 
we  must  all  feel  that  great  dangers  be- 
set the  steps  of  the  legislator — that  such 
a  thing  as  a  final  settlement  is  almost 
impossible  ;    and  that  every  interference 
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with  the  ordinary  course  of  the  law  in- 
variably  brings  with  it  a  new  crop  of 
grievances  and  a  new  agitation.      I  saj 
that  in  the  present  case  our  caution  ought 
specially   to   be  exercised,  because  this 
is  a  Bill  containing  provisions  so  extra- 
ordinary as  to  be  justly  called  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  precedent.  I  am  perfectly 
well  aware  that  the  Chief  Secretary  and 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Haddingtonshire  contended  that  they 
had  found  in  previous  land  legislation  the 
germs  or  suggestions  of  certain  of  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill.      But  I  am  sure 
they  will  confess  that,  at  any  rate,  even 
if     a    microscopic    examination    would 
show  something  of  the  same  kind  in  pre- 
vious legislation,  it  has  been  so  extended 
and  developed  in  this  Bill  that  practi- 
cally it  is  a  novel  principle.     But,  what- 
ever may  be  said  about  the  details  of  the 
Bill,  there  is  one  principle,  as  I  am  afraid 
I  must  call  it — but  one  characteristic,  at 
all   events — for  which,  I   believe,   they 
will  be  utterly  unable  to  find  any  prece- 
dent in  any  previous  legislation.      That 
is     the      characteristic      or      principle 
that  the  State  is  to  reward  those  who 
have  deliberately  contemned  its  authority, 
and  that  it  is  to  put  the  men  who  have, 
well  knowing  the  consequences,  violated 
their  obligations,  in  a  better  position  than 
the  men  who,  often  at  very  great  sacrifice, 
have  scrupulously  fulfilled  their  obliga- 
tions.    I   think   that  in   those    circum- 
stances we  are  entitled  to  require  from 
the  Government  that  they  should  show, 
not  merely  a  prima  facie  case,  not  merely 
a  grievance,  not  merely  a  social  difficulty, 
but  an  overwhelming  case  on  which  to 
rest  such  extraordinary  legislation.    And 
now  I  want  the  House  to  note  what  I 
think  is  very  remarkable,  and  what  will 
govern  all  I  have  to  say  on  this  occasion. 
I  want  the  House  to  note  the  extremely 
narrow   basis  on  which  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  put  his  whole  case.     He  did 
not   come  to  us   and    say,   "Here  are 
tenants  whom  I  name  or  describe,  who 
are  suffering  from  some  great  grievance 
which  requires  the  instant  attention  of 
Parliament."      He    did    not  even   say, 
"  Here    are     tenants     in    whose    cases 
eviction  was  carried  out  with  extreme 
harshness  or  injustice.'*      On  the  con- 
trary, he  said  that  he  did  not  desire  to 
make  any  retrospect  affecting  the  past ; 
that  he  would  not  enter,  and  hoped  no 
one  else  would  enter,  upon  recriminations 
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which  could  not  be  of  any  advantage. 
He  based  himself  on  the  situation  which 
the  Government  found,  without  reference 
to  how  it  was  made  for  them,  whether  by 
the  fault  of  this  House  of  Parliament  or 
by  the  fault  of  the  landlords  or  of  the 
tenants  ;  and  finding  this  situation, 
which  he  thought  constituted  a  grave 
social  and  administrative  difficulty,  he 
implored  us  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
the  present  tranquillity  in  Ireland  to  en- 
deavour to  heal  the  sore  which  he  said 
was  still  running.  Very  well,  Sir  ;  but 
I  must  say,  in  passing,  that  my  right  hon. 
Friend  did  not  adhere  strictly  to  the 
principles  which  he  laid  down,  and  which 
he  desired  should  govern  the  course  of 
the  Debate.  He  did  not  himself  entirely 
abstain  from  recrimination,  and  he  made 
one  observation  which,  I  think,  he  will 
regret,  and  which  I  hope  he  will  admit 
was  unnecessary  and  ill-founded.  He 
charged  the  landlords  with  being,  as  a 
class,  an  irreconcilable  class. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  No,  Sir,  I  beg 
pardon.  What  I  said  was  this.  I  ex- 
pressed my  regret  that  this  Motion  re- 
jecting the  Bill  had  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  representative  of  an  irreconcilable 
section.  Of  course,  that  implied  that 
there  are  other  sections  which  are  not 
irreconcilable. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  If  I 
had  thought  that  my  right  hon.  Friend 
referred  only  to  some  small  and  indefinite 
minority  I  should  not  have  taken  any 
notice  of  the  statement.  But  he  went 
beyond  that,  and  said  that  he  would  not 
inquire  whether  this  minority,  I  suppose, 
was  responsible  for  the  disorder  which 
had  at  various  times  prevailed  in  Ireland  ; 
and  further,  he  said  that  there  were  only 
a  few  Irish  landlords,  and  they  were  the 
exceptions,  who  were  both  humane  and 
enlightened. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  No  ;  I  said  that 
there  were  many  who  were  humane  and 
enlightened  ;  but  that  I  was  afraid  there 
were  a  few,  and  I  hoped  they  were  a 
few,  who  were  neither  enlightened  nor 
humane. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  am  de- 
lighted to  have  that  explanation  and 
development  of  my  right  hon.  Friend's 
views.  But  what  he  said  was  that  there 
were  some  landlords  who  were  humane, 
but  not  enlightened ;  and  others  who 
were  enlightened  but  not  humane ;  and 
a    small    minority    who    were    neither 
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mane  nor  enlightened.  All  I  have  to 
r  is  that  an  observation  of  that  kind  is 
timed  ;  for  when  jou  are  asking  the 
idlords  of  Ireland  to  make  a  further 
irifice  of  what  every  civilised  nation 
3  admitted  to  be  the  rights  and  pro- 
pties  of  land-ownership  you  are  impru- 
it  if  you  accompany  your  request  with 
lat  must  be  considered  by  a  great 
•jority  of  the  class  as  a  great  insult 
i  offence.  And  I  say  further  that 
!h  an  observation  is  one-sided,  because 
we  are  to  go  into  this  matter  I  chal- 
ige  the  Chief  Secretary  to  get  up  and 
r  that  all  the  tenants  of  Ireland  are 
lightened  and  that  all  the  agitators  of 
)land  are  humane.  What  is  the  case 
it  the  Chief  Secretary  has  to  make 
t  ?  He  has  to  make  out,  in  the  first 
kce,  that  there  exists  in  Ireland  in  connec- 
n  with  the  evicted  tenants  a  social  and 
administrative  difficulty  of  suchmagni- 
lethatit  justifies  exceptional  legislation. 
)  has  to  make  out,  in  the  second  place, 
It  the  legislation  proposed  is  likely  to 
effectual,  and  is  likely  to  be  a  final 
itlement  of  the  question.  In  the  third 
ice,  he  has  to  show  that  in  endeavour- 
r  to  remedy  the  evil  he  has  described 
will  not  be  creating  still  greater  evils 
this  Bill.  Now,  Sir,  I  will  take  the 
3t  question.  What  is  the  magnitude 
this  social  and  administrative  difficulty 
th  which  we  are  called  upon  to  deal  ? 
le  right  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  that 
Lce  1879  the  total  number  of  tenants 
icted  was  5,900,  of  whom  3,893  remain 
w  to  be  dealt  with.  That  is  certainly 
nost  extraordinary  statement,  and  I  do 
t  know  upon  what  authority  it  is  given 
the  House.  I  think  that  I  can  show 
the  House  that  that  statement  requires 
rther  explanation,  because  in  the  Re- 
rt  of  the  Parnell  Commission  it  will  be 
md  that  the  number  of  evictions  from 
79  to  1886— that  ib  only  eight  out  of 
B  15  years — ^was  24,000.  Those  evic- 
»n8  have  been  going  on  ever  since  1886. 
km  told  that  during  the  period  of  Office 
the  Chief  Secretary  himself  more  than 
IrOO  evictions — "  sentences  of  death  " — 
ve  been  passed.  But  if  that  be  so  the 
^1  number  of  evictions  must  have 
*gely  exceeded  30,000,  and  yet  my 
rht  hon.  Friend  says  the  total  number 
actual  evictions  was  only  5,900.  Of 
urse,  I  am  well  aware  that  in  many 
ses  the  persons  who  were  formerly 
ieted  nmy  have  returned  as  caretakers, 
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and  may  have  redeemed  their  holdings. 
But  I  wish  to  put  this  dilemma  before 
the  Chief  Secretary.  Either  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  right  in  his  statement  that 
the  total  number  of  victims  was  only 
5,900,  or  he  Is  utterly,  entirely,  and 
hopelessly  wrong  on  the  subject,  and  the 
total  number  of  evictions  is  enormously 
greater.  In  the  latter  case  the  whole  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  calculations 
fall  to  the  ground.  It  is  perfectly 
ridiculous  to  suppose  that  under  these 
circumstances  even  the  additional  sum 
which  he  expects  to  scrape  out  of  the 
Irish  Church  Fund:will  be  of  the  slightest 
avail  to  meet  the  case,  or  will  enable  him 
to  deal  with  an  evil  of  this  magnitude. 
But  if  it  be  the  case  that  by  some  ex- 
planation or  by  some  information  which 
is  not  in  my  possession  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  convinced  himself 
that  he  is  right  in  his  original  statement, 
then  what  follows  ?  It  ought  to  make 
people  really  think  about  the  exaggera- 
tions which  attend  all  Irish  affairs.  Why, 
Sir,  we  have  been  deafened  with  cries  and 
complaints  about  the  evictions  in  Ireland, 
about  the  enormous  number  of  families 
who  have  been  turned  out  to  starve  upon 
the  hill-side  by  cruel  and  wicked  land- 
lords. And  what  is  the  fact  ?  According 
to  the  statement  of  the  right  hou.  Gentle- 
man himself,  it  is  that  during  the  last  15 
years  less  than  1  per  cent,  of  the  total 
number  of  tenants  of  Ireland  have  been 
subjected  from  any  cause  whatsoever  to 
eviction,  and  that  the  annual  rate  of  the 
evictions  has  been  actually  not  more 
than  1-1 6th  of  1  per  cent.  This  is  the 
social  and  administrative  difficulty  with 
which  we  have  to  deal.  I  will  undertake 
to  say  that  there  is  not  a  district  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales — there  is  not  a  town  in 
England  or  Scotland  in  which  the  annual 
number  of  evictions  does  not  enormously 
exceed  the  proportion  with  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  deal.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary asked  us  to  deal  with  a  social  and 
administrative  difficulty.  But  the  Bill 
goes  a  great  deal  beyond  that.  It  deals 
with  facts  that  may  require  attention, 
but  which  do  not  constitute  a  social  or 
administrative  difficulty.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  admitted  that  the  social 
and  administrative  difficulty  is  due  to  the 
presence  of  large  bodies  of  evicted 
tenants  in  close  proximity  to  their  old 
holdings.  No  doubt  that  constitutes  a 
difficulty   with   which   the  Government 
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have  to  deal.  But  the  right  hoD.  Gentle- 
man proposes  to  deal  with  evictions  from 
the  year  1879  down  to  the  present  day. 
For  the  life  of  me,  J  cannot  understand 
how  he  fixed  upon  that  period.  Why  is 
a  tenant  evicted  before  1879  less  worthy 
than  a  tenant  evicted  after  1879,  and, 
above  all,  why  is  a  tenant  evicted 
towards  the  end  of  1895  less  a  subject 
for  the  consideration  of  this  House  than 
a  tenant  evicted  at  the  beginning  of 
1895  ?  In  any  case  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  with  regard  to  the  greater  majority 
of  the  tenants  with  w^hom  this  Bill  is 
going  to  deal,  they  do  not  constitute  a 
social  or  administrative  difficulty.  There 
may  be  cases  of  liardship  among  them,  of 
harsh  eviction  of  persons  for  whose 
position  the  House  may  well  entertain 
the  greatest  sympathy,  but  they  are  not 
the  difficulty  upon  which  this  Bill  is 
based.  What  is  to  l)ecome  of  the  tenants 
evicted  in  1879  ?  Many  of  them  have 
been  absorbed  in  the  population  ;  others 
have  got  holdings  elsewhere ;  others  are 
acting  as  labourers  ;  and  what  will  be 
the  effect  of  iutroducing  them  into  this 
Bill  ?  It  will  be  that  you  will  stimulate 
them  to  create  a  difficulty  which  at 
present  does  not  exist.  [^Opposition 
cheers.']  So  far  as  the  great  majority  of 
those  who  are  dealt  with  in  this  Bill  are 
concerned,  there  is  no  difficulty  at  all ; 
and  the  difficulty  will  only  arise  if  they 
are  included  iu  this  measure ;  and  if  they 
are  led  to  believe  that,  no  matter  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  were 
evicted,  no  matter  what  may  be  their 
present  position,  they  may  have  a  chance, 
if  they  only  try  for  it,  of  their  being 
reinstated  on  their  own  ancient  holdings. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  say  let  the 
House  understand  that  the  social  and 
administrative  difficulty  exists  solely  and 
entirely  in  connection  with  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  tenants,  and  this  is  a  Bill  for 
dealing  with  the  social  and  administra- 
tive difficulty  created  by  the  Plan  of 
Campaign.  That  ought  to  have  been 
fairly  stated,  but  it  is  hardly  right  to 
attempt  to  persuade  the  House  that  it 
ha3  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the 
case  of  tenants  evicted  in  1879  and  sub- 
sequent years.  Without  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  I  am  sure  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  not  have  come  forward  to  propose 
this  legislation,  and  it  is,  therefore,  with 
those  tenants  alone  that  we  have  to  deal 
in  seeking  to  discover  whether  or  not 
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this  difficulty  is  of  sufficient  magnitude 
to  justify  legislative  interference.  Of  the 
total  numl)er  of  tenants  of  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  there  were  1,403  evicted.     Of 
those,  up  to  the  date  of  the  Mathew  Com- 
mission, 409   were   reinstated   and   994 
were  then  out.     But  since  then  a  very 
large  number  of  them  have,  in  one  form 
or   another,   been   reinstated.     My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  South  Hunts  made 
a  most  interesting  speech  on  Friday  night 
when,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  House  was 
very  thin,  and  he  spoke  not  only  with  a 
great  knowledge  of  the  subject,  but  also, 
I  think,  with  a  sympathy  for  the  evicted 
tenants  which  must  have  been  appreciate<l 
by  any  of  the  Irish  Nationalist  Members 
who  listened  to  him.     What  did  he  say  ? 
He    said    he    had    returns    of    a   large 
number  of    derelict   farms,    and   out  of 
312    cases    of    which    he    had    returns 
more     than     one-third     had     been     re- 
occupied    by    old  tenants  in  the  course 
of     12    months.       What    follows    from 
that  ?     If  the  same  rate  may  be  relieil 
upon  iu  regard  to  other  derelict  estates 
and  generally  in  regard  to  these  evictetl 
tenants,  it  is  perfectly  certain  not  only 
that  the  number  of  994  has  already  been 
very    largely  reduced,    but   I   think  we 
may  anticipate  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
things  that   it  will   be  still   further  re- 
duced, and  that  only  a  small  proportion 
will  ultimately  remain  to  be  dealt  with. 
Under  the  circumstances,  surely  there  is 
no  sufficient  case  made  out  to  induce  this 
House  to  enter  upou  a  course  of  violent 
interference  with  the  ordinary  law.     I 
am  not  denying   that   you  may  have  a 
case  for  interfering  to  increase  the  faci- 
lities   for    reinstatement    by    voluntary 
arrangement.      The     hon.    and    learned 
Member  for  Haddingtonshire  referred  iu 
very    complimentary    language     to     an 
article  which  had  been  written  by  Lord 
Monteagle,  who  is,  I  suppose,  a  landlord 
who  may  be  fairly  considered  to  be  both 
humaue  and  enlightened  ;  and  lie  quoted 
the  language  of  Lord  Monteagle  as  justi- 
fying this  Bill.  But,  with  a  most  curious 
absence   of  mind,  he  forgot   to   tell  the 
House  that   Lord   Monteagle  concluded 
with   certain   recommendations,  and    his 
recommendations     were     not     for    the 
formation  of  such  a  tribunal  as  is  contem- 
plated in  this  Bill  and  for  compnlBory 
settlement,  but  for  voluntary  settlement 
by  a  Board  of  Conciliation.     If  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  will  be  satiBfied, 
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fc  only  to  quote  the  arguments  of  Lord 
onteagle,  but  to  accept  his  conclusions, 
3u  indeed  I  think,  in  the  sense  of  the 
)rd8  which  were  attributed  to  me  by 
3  reporter,  that  we  might  be  in  sight' of 
lust  and  equitable  settlement  with  the 
mmou  consent  of  botb  sides  of  the 
3use.  But  I  say,  on  review  of  this 
anch  of  the  question,  I  deny  that  the 
overnmeut  have  shown  sufficient  cause 
r  this  compulsory  interference  with  the 
iv,  and  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion 
at  the  Bill  is  called  for  not  by  any 
cial  or  administrative  diffi<*.ulty,  but  by 
litical  and  Parliamentary  exigencies. 
It  now.  Sir,  suppose  we  pass  that ;  we 
ve  to  consider,  in  the  second  place,  whe- 
er  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  constitute 
.  effectual  and  a  final  settlement  of  such 
fficulty  as  there  is  ?  Well,  Sir,  my 
rht  hon.  Friend  has,  I  think  very  justly, 
iry  properly,  and  very  wisely  placed  in 
3  Bill  a  great  number  of  conditions  and 
ovisions,  intended,  as  I  suppose,  to  pro- 
3t  the  landlords  and  the  new  tenants 
3m  arbitrary  interference.  I  do  not 
ink  that  any  fair-minded  man  could 
»ssibly  have  introduced  a  Bill  of  this 
nd  without  such  safeguards.  Assuming, 
»wever,  that  the  safeguards  are  trust- 
Lirthy,  I  would  ask  my  right  hon.  Friend 
ho  are  the  tenants  who  are  going  to  be 
lieved  ?  The  Government  appoint  a 
ibunal  of  the  most  extraordinary  cha- 
cter,  with  the  largest  powers  and  the 
id  est  discretion.  It  is  an  arbitrary  tri- 
lual  which  is  intended  to  administer  a 
>rt  of  Oriental  justice,  and  that  is  de- 
nded,  forsooth,  by  a  great  English  law- 
)r  like  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
ember  for  Haddingtonshire.  I  should 
y  that  the  summary  justice  of  the 
riental  has  some  advantages.  It  is 
ompt,  no  doubt,  and  it  is  cheap,  because, 

it  does  not  in  the  least  depend  upon 
w,  the  parties  in  the  case  can  always 
spense  with  legal  assistance.  It  has 
3  disadvantages  also,  and  everything 
spends  upon  the  character  and  impar- 
ality  of  the  Judges.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
)8ures  the  House  that  the  three  gentle- 
en  he  has  named  are  absolutely  impartial. 

am  not  going  to  enter  upon  a  personal 
iscussion  of  gentlemen  with  whom  I 
ikve  very  small  acquaintance,  and  I  ivill 
isume  that  that  is  true,  and  that  you 
ave  found  in  Ireland  three  absolutely  im- 
Ekrtial  men.  I  thought  it  was  impossible ; 
at  I  will  assume  that  the  Chief  Secre* 


tary  has  discovered  in  Ireland  these  thr^e 
lusus  in  rmtura^  these  three  black  swans, 
and  has  been  able  to  put  them  on  his 
tribunal.  But,  then,  if  so,  does  he  believe 
that  these  three  gentlemen  are  going  to 
say,  in  the  case  of  tenants  who  haveboen 
turned  out  of  their  holdings  because  of 
their  refusal  to  pay  the  judicial  re^ts 
when  they  had  money  in  their  pockets, 
that  theirs  affords  a  prima  facie  case 
for  reinstatement  ?  And  if  not,  where 
on  earth  is  the  relief  coming  in  ? 
Is  there  any  man  who  knows  any- 
thing about  these  Plan  of  Campaign 
estates  who  would  be  prepared  to  say 
that  an  impartial  tribunal  could  hold 
that  there  was  a  primd  facie  case  for  re- 
instating the  tenants  on,  for  instance,  the 
Tipperary  estates  ?  Those  tenants,  and 
many  others  like  them,  wont  out,  having 
a  fair  and  liberal  landlord,  not  because 
they  ha«.l  not  fair  rents,  but  because  they 
resented  the  interference  of  the  landlord 
in  a  matter  in  which  they  did  not  recog- 
nise the  right  of  the  landlord  to  inter- 
fere. That  was  their  own  confession. 
Does  any  man  pretend  to  tell  me  that 
theirs  is  a  prima  facie  case  for  reinstate- 
ment P  Take  the  case  of  the  Lugga- 
curren  estate.  Anyone  who  is  not 
blinded  by  Party  malice — [^Nationalist 
cries  of  "  Oh  ! "]  Of  course,  I  ex- 
cepted hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  In  tliat 
case  the  tenants  did  not  go  out  because 
they  themselves  complained  of  the  rents 
they  were  called  on  to  pay,  but  they  were 
I  will  not  say  forced,  but  induced  to  go 
out  in  the  interests  of  a  political  organi- 
sation. I  am  only  arguing  in  this  way. 
If  your  tribunal  is  impartial  all  these 
cases  will  at  once  be  excluded  from  their 
decision,  and  where,  then,  is  your  effectual 
and  final  settlement  coming  in  if  at  one 
blow  you  strike  out  every  case  where  the 
deserts  of  the  tenants  have  not  been 
established  ?  Moreover,  if  yon  get  over 
that  fence,  there  is  another  obstacle-*- 
auother  ditch  behind  to  be  cleared  before 
advantage  can  be  taken  of  this  Bill. 
Every  tenant  applying  to  the  tribunal 
will  have  to  show  that  he  has  not  un- 
reasonably refused  an  offer  made  by  the 
landlord.  But  it  is  proved — it  was 
proved  before  the  Mathew  Commission — 
that  in  some  of  these  cases  the  tenants 
were  perfectly  willing  to  go  in  on  the 
terms  which  their  landlords  had  offered 
and  were  only  prevented  by  the  policy  of 
the  Plan  of  Campaign.       Is  that  a  case 
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in  which  it  can  be  contended  that  the 
tenants  have  not  unreasonably  refused 
an  offer  made  to  tiiem?  Then,  again,  I 
understand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  given  an  absolute  veto  to  all  pro- 
ceedings to  the  sitting  tenant  iu  all 
cases  in  which  the  planter  tenant  has 
taken  the  land.  I  understand  him  to 
provide  that  the  planter  tenants  can 
exercise  their  voluntary  wishes  iu  the 
matter.  Suppose  that  is  true,  may 
not  a  considerable  number  of  them  stick 
to  the  land  ?  They  have  spent  money  on 
the  laud.  ICries  of ''  No  !  "]  Many  of 
them  are  doing  well  on  the  land.  [Re- 
newed  cries  of  "  No  !  "]  There  is  no 
certainty  that  any  of  them  will  get  com- 
pensation for  their  loss  if  they  leave 
their  present  holdings,  and  if  they  decide 
to  leave  there  is  no  certainty  that 
they  will  find  land  elsewhere.  I 
say,  therefore,  that  if  these  men  are  really 
left  free  to  decide  for  themselves,  a  large 
number  of  them  will  retain  their  hold- 
ings, and,  in  all  such  cases,  the  Bill  pro- 
vides no  relief  of  remedy  whatever. 
There  is  another  class  of  cases — namely, 
that  of  tenants  who  left  their  holdings, 
not  because  they  would  not,  but  because 
they  could  not  pay  their  rents.  These 
are  people  for  whom,  doubtless,  one 
would  feel  sympathy.  But  is  it  at  all 
certain  that  one  would  be  conferring  a 
benefit  on  them  by  returning  them  to 
their  holdings  ?  If  they  were  insolvent 
then,  they  would  be  insolvent  now.  How 
are  they  to  be  provided  with  capital  to 
work  the  land  which  they  could  not  work 
at  a  profit  before  ?  The  CMiief  Secretary 
appreciates  the  difficulty,  but  what 
answer  did  he  make  ?  He  actually  told 
the  House  that  he  did  not  know  how  the 
thing  was  going  to  be  done,  but,  some- 
how or  other,  he  hoped  that  these  men 
would  pull  through.  What  an  extraor- 
dinary expectation  on  which  to  found 
important  legislation  !  That  is  not  states- 
manship. That  is  a  happy-go-lucky  way 
of  dealing  with  a  difficulty  which  would 
be  worthy  of  Mr.  Micawber.  I  cannot 
see  the  slightest  ground  for  exjiecting 
that  men  who — perhaps  because  they 
were  not  so  industrious,  i)erhaps  because 
they  were  not  so  clever,  or  perhaps  be- 
cause they  were  poorer  than  their  fellows 
—did  not  make  it  pay  before  thoy  were 
evicted  will,  if  again  placetl  upon  the 
land  where  they  have  already  failed,  pull 
through  and  make  a  success  of  it.     The 
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result  of  my  argument  is  that  all  this 
novel  and  complicated  machinery  is  to  be 
established  to  obtain  a  result,  when  yon 
come  to   look  at  it,  that  must,  from  the 
nature  of  the  case,  be  perfectly  insigiufi- 
cant.     Deduct  from  your  total  of  994  the 
tenants    who    will    not   prove  a  primi 
facie    case,    the    tenants    who    will  be 
shown  to  have  refuseil  reasonable  ofiers, 
and  the  tenants  refuseil  re-admission  by 
the  planter  tenants,  and  I  undertake  to 
say  that  this  Bill,  if  properly  adminis- 
tered, will  not  provide  for  250  out  of  the 
total  of  nearly  1,000  cases.      Theh,  Is 
this    going   to   l)e  a    final     settlement? 
Can   it   be    a   final    settlement  ?      Can 
a  Bill  which,  while  professing  to  settle 
the  question,  deals  only  with  the  fringe 
of  the  matter  be  expected  to  provide  t 
final  solution  ?     Only  a  small  minority 
would  be  re-established  by  law,  and  those 
who  are  not  re-established  would  have  ■ 
greater  grievance  than  ever.    They  would 
say,  "What  the  law  has  done  for  joa  it 
should  do  for  us,  and  if  it  does  not  we 
are  justified  in  continued  resistance."    U 
the  Chief  Secretary  hail  any  donbt  whtU 
ever  on  the  subject,  I  should  like  to  refer 
him   to   what   was    said    by    the    hon^ 
Mem])er  for  the   Harbour    Division   f^ 
Dublin  on  the  occasion  of  the  introdoetioi^ 
of    the    Bill,    and    to   which   the  h^>ti, 
Memlxjr  said,  on  Friday  night,  that    li^ 
adhered.      He   said   that  this  Bill  ^v-a« 
only    tinkering   legislation,  and   that      it 
would  })C  a  new  incentive  to  crime  ^lad 
disorder.     And  yet  it  is  for  a  Bill  whielm  i« 
so   described   by  the  Representatives    of 
persons  who  are  to  l)enefit  by  it  that   we 
are  kept  here  late  into  the  summer,  and   i< 
is  by  such  a  Bill  as  this  that  the  rig'*** 
hon.  Gentleman   hopes   to   deal  witli     • 
great  social  and  administrative  difficttl*^^* 
i  would  ask  another  question.     Supp<^^ 
you  were  really  able,  by  means  of  tbi^ 
Bill,  to   reinstate  every    tenant   evict^*^ 
since   1879,  would   that  close  the  qii^^ 
tion  ?     What  is  to  become  of  the  teniin^^ 
after   they   are    reinstated  ?       Suppo?^ 
after    they   have   been    reinstate<l,   th^'^ 
they  cannot  pay  their  rents,  and  are  ag»'  ^ 
evicted,  are  you  to  have  a  new  Bill  ^^ 
reinstate  them  again  ?     And  if  not,  ^}^^ 
not  ?    How  do  yon  propose  to  distingois*'' 
between  a  man  who  was  unable  or  n**' 
willing  to  pay  his  rent  before  1879  and  • 
man  who  is  unable  or  unwilling  to  p»/ 
his   rent   after    1894?      What   possihl^ 
logical  ground  can  you  lay  down,  if  ^^ 
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Bpt  this  legislation,  which  will  prevent 
from  being  pressed  to  extend  it  to 
sequent  evictioDs  ?  It  appears  to  me 
t  if  70a  accept  the  principle  of  this 
I  you  may  as  well  go  further  at  once, 
i  say,  as  the  Member  for  the  Shipley 
rision  would  say,  that  rent  in  Ireland  is 
Ily  only  a  voluntary  performance — 
t  it  is  a  matter  that  a  landlord  may 
)ect  from  the  courtesy  of  the  tenant, 

cannot  claim  from  him  as  a  right. 
3rt  of  this,  I  cannot  see  how  you  can 
.1  with  this  question  as  my  right  hon. 
end  proposes.  Will  not  this  Bill,  if 
epted,  inevitably  lead  to  greater 
Is  ?  The  first  evil  is  to  be  found 
the      condition      in      which      you 

going  to  place  the  sitting  tenants — 
semen  who  are  called  "  land-grabbers," 

I  who  are  constantly  spoken  of  as 
imies  of  the  human  race  ;  who  are 
eatened  daily  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
M)site,  and  whose  lives  would  not  be 
rth  a  moment's  purchase  but  for  the 
istance  of  the  Government  in  Ireland, 
lat  is  going  to  be  done  under  this  new 
te  of  things  ?  Do  you  want  to  know  ? 
u  have  only  to  read  the  warnings — I 

II  not  call  them  threats — of  the  Parlia- 
ntary  correspondent  of  The  Irish  Daily 
dependent^  defining  the  alternatives 
lich  lie  before  the  taker  of  an  evicted 
m.  In  the  issue  of  that  paper  of 
►ril   24   he   thus   describes  the  situa- 


Under  Mr.  Morley's  Evicted  Tenants  Bill 
only  thing  that  is  sacred  is  the  right  of  the 
bber  to  seize  on  other  men's  property,  and, 
ler  the  sanction  of  English  made  laws,  hold 
J  ransom.  The  land-grabber  in  Ireland  is  a 
ilised  brigand,  who,  under  favouring  cir- 
astanccs,  may  either  retain  the  property  of 
evicted  tenant  in  his  own  possession,  subject 
^he  argument  of  the  blunderbuss,  or  he  may 
som  it,  if  he  is  wise  enough  to  prefer  the 
d  compensation  of  a  certain  amount  of  coin 
:he  realm  to  the  possible  settlement  by  a  cer- 
1  amount  of  buckshot.  That  is  the  situation 
itedJ"  by  Mr.  Morley's  Bill,  put  into  plain 
gliage." 

s.  Sir,  I  am  afraid  that,  put  into  plain 
guage,  that  is  the  situation  to  be 
ated  by  this  Bill.  I  could  give  other 
stations  ;  but,  as  the  views  expressed 
not  depend  upon  individual  authority, 
:  upon  the  probabilities  of  the  case,  I 
not  stop  to  give  them.  The  Chief 
sretary  did  not  say  that  these  people 
uld  not  be  subject  to  terrorism  and 
d  their  lives  in  their  hands,  but  he 
ued,  will  not  thoy  be  in  a  still  worse 


position  if  nothing  is  done  ?  My  right 
hon.  Friend  professes  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  saving  them  from  a  greater  evil 
than  they  are  suffering  from  at  present. 
But  the  writer  I  have  cited  implies  that 
the  difficulty  is  created  by  the  Bill  of  the 
Chief  Secretary.  By  this  Bill  the  evicted 
tenants  are  taught  that  they  have  a  right 
to  the  land.  The  Bill  puts  the  planter 
tenant  in  the  wrong,  and  suggests 
the  pressure  that  should  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  planter  tenant,  in 
order  that  he  may  leave  the  land, 
I  think  that  no  one  who  knows  anything 
about  the  history  of  evictions  in  Ireland 
will  controvert  that  if  the  Bill  passes, 
whatever  may  be  the  danger  under  which 
these  men  lie  at  the  present  time,  it  will 
be  immediately  and  from  that  day 
enormously  increased.  I  think  that  is 
a  great  evil.  I  utterly  dissociate  mjself 
from  the  language  used  with  regard  to 
these  men.  They  are  good  citizens,  and 
I  want  to  point  out  to  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  British  taxpayers  what  it  is 
they  are  doing  when  they  sympathise 
with  the  evident  feeling  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  with  regard  to  these  men. 
The  only  fault  of  these  men  is  that  they 
are  willing  to  take  land  and  pay  rent 
which  the  previous  tenant  refused  to  pay 
for  it.  You  are  going  by  this  Bill  to 
make  their  position  intolerable  and  im- 
possible. You  are  going  indirectly  to 
justify  the  language  used  about  them  by 
hon.  Members  opposite,  and  you  are 
going  to  say  that  in  your  opinion  they 
are  legalised  brigands.  What  is  going  to 
be  the  result  ?  You  are,  as  Representa- 
tives of  the  British  Parliament,  the 
largest  landlords  in  Ireland  at  the  present 
time,  and  you  are  going  to  be  larger. 
You  have  lent  your  credit,  and  will  be 
practically  the  owners  of  the  laud  until 
that  has  been  exhausted  and  repayment 
made,  and  you  are  going  to  teach  the 
lesson  that  if  any  tenant  refuses  to  pay 
you  your  rent,  then  the  man  is  a  legalised 
brigand  who  comes  in  and  takes  the  land 
from  you  and  pays  the  rent.  Then  you 
are  going  to  do  another  thing  ;  you  are 
going  to  demoralise  the  honesty  of  the 
men,  and  what  sort  of  example  are  you 
going  to  set  to  the  men  who  happened — 
often,  no  doubt,  with  extreme  difficulty — 
to  pay  their  rents  and  fulfil  their  obliga- 
tions ?  You  are  going  absolutely  to 
place  the  man  who  refused  to  fulfil  his 
obligations,  even  when  he  was  able  to  do 
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tfo,  in  a  better  positiou  than  the  inau  who 
has  fulfilled  his  obligations.  What  sort 
of  lesson  is  this,  for  instance,  for  the  Pro- 
testant tenants  of  Luggacnrren,  Lord 
Lansdowne's  estate  ?  In  the  case  of 
those  evictions,  what  was  one  of  the  most 
Htriking  features  ?  That  not  one  single 
Protestant  tenant  went  out ;  not  one 
single  Protestant  tenant  failed  to  pay  his 
rent,  nor  has  done  so  up  to  the  present 
time.  But  now  what  are  you  going  to 
do  ?  You  are  going  to  say  to  bim, 
'^  The  man  who  refused  to  pay  his  rent, 
the  same  a&  yon  are  paying,  him  we  are 
going  to  lend  the  money  of  the  State  to, 
put  him  back  upon  the  land,  and  give 
him  a  new  fixed  rent  at  a  lower  rate  and 
under  conditions  which  will  give  him  the 
advantages  of  a  lower  rent  than  you. 
You,  as  a  reward  for  what  yon  have 
done  in  the  service  of  good  order  and  the 
State,  are  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the 
term  to  pay  the  higher  rent,  and  are  not 
to  have  any  assistance  from  the  State." 
That  justifies  the  threats  that  were  used 
to  these  tenants  in  the  heat  of  the  agita- 
tion. Here  is  what  the  Rev.  Father 
Hughes  said  of  them  at  a  meeting  on 
December  15th,  1888.     He  said — 

•'Where  are  the   Protestant  farmers  of  this 
Darish  ?    Are  thej  here  to-day  as  they  ought  to 

oe  ?     No,  they  are  not I  say  they  are 

contemptible  dastards;  and  I  say  they  are 
imbeciles  if  they  hope  that  by-and-by,  when  the 
fight  is  over  and  the  battle  won,  their  refusal 
to  help  us  shall  not  be  rememberefl ." 
I  quite  agree  with  Father  Hughes,  and 
if  really  this  Government  is  to  carry  out 
its  policy  and  place  these  men,  their 
neighbours,  who  have  failed  to  fulfil  their 
obligations,  in  a  better  condition  than  the 
Protestant  farmers,  then  I  shall  say  they 
were  imbeciles,  and  they  ought  to  have 
trusted  to  the  League  more  than  to  the 
British  Government.  There  is  one  other 
point.  I  do  not  want  to  enter  upon  a 
course  of  recrimination,  but  we  cannot 
altogether  leave  out  of  sight  the  circum- 
stances under  which  these  evictions  were 
necessary,  and  I  want  the  House  to  consider 
what  is  going  to  be  the  consequence  of 
whitewashing  the  Plan  of  Campaign. 
What  was  the  Plan  of  Campaign  ?  We 
heard  a  very  imaginative  account  given 
by  one  of  the  authors  of  the  origin  of 
that  Plan.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
follow  him,  although  I  could  not  accept 
it  as  an  accurate  statement.  But  we 
were  told  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Harbour  Division,  who,  I  think,  has  not 
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been  always  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
Plan,  and  not  committed  to  it  himself. 
[Lauphter  and  «  Oh,  oh  I"]  Well,  I  do 
not  know.  If  he  was,  I  am  very  sorry  ; 
I  was  only  anxious  to  do  him  justice. 
But,  at  all  events,  he  made  this  excuse 
for  it  on  Friday  night.     He  said — 

"  It  was  a  terrible  necessitj',  but  it  was  im- 
{)0se(l  ufK)!!  us  by  the  refusal  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  pass  Mr.  Parnell's  Bill  to  deal  with 
the  leaseholders  aud  teuauts  who  had  their 
rents  fixed  in  the  early  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings." 

Well,  Sir,  is  that  an  accurate  statement  ? 
Has  not  the  memory  of  the  hon.  Meml)er 
played  him  false  ?  I  appeal  from  him  to 
an  authority  that  I  think  he  will  be  per- 
fectly ready  to  recognise  a4>  greater  than 
himself.  I  appeal  to  Mr.  Paruell.  What 
did  Mr.  Paruell  say  about  the  Plan  ? 
lie  was  speaking  in  1891  in  Listowel, 
aud  he  said — 

*'  This  struggle  of  the  Plan  of  Cami)aign  was 
commeTice<l,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  tcuant 
farmers,  but  for  the  benefit  of  an  English 
pol  itical  Party.  That  was  one  of  the  motives. 
an<l  one  of  the  stmugest  motives,  that  pfixlucod 
this  movement,  and  I  said  it  wa:^  a  false  aud 
foolish  motive.  These  men  should  not  have  been 
urged  to  leave  their  holdings  because  certain 
English  Members  said  it  was  necoasary  to  show 
that  the  Irish  people  were  fighting  Balfour. 
Why  did  not  these  English  Members  come  over 
to  Ireland  and  fight  him  for  themselves  ?  Why 
should  our  farmers  be  evicted  in  onler  to  show 
the  English  people  that  we  were  all  to  fight 
Balfour  /  Why  should  we  be  obliged  to  fight 
Balfour  and  the  English  Tory  Party  at  the  cost 
of  sacrifices  and  sufferings  which  our  allies,  the 
English  Members,  cannot  incur  or  take  part 
in?" 

I  do  not  think  it  is  very  easy  for  any 
hon.  Member  to  get  over  that  statement 
of  Mr.  Parnell.  It  is  perfectly  well 
known  and  has  been  admitted,  at  all 
events,  by  some  of  those  who  have  been 
most  prominently  connected  with  this 
movement,  that  it  was  in  its  inception  a 
political  movement  intended  to  upset  the 
policy  of  coercion,  and  above  all  to  up- 
set the  Government  of  which  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion was  80  distinguished  a  Member. 
Under  these  circumstances  we  are  deal- 
ing with  a  Plan  which,  whatever  its 
merits  may  be,  was,  at  all  events  an 
illegal  Plan.  It  was  not  approved  of  by 
Mr.  Parnell  or  by  many  other  leaders  of 
the  movement ;  it  was  denounced  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  it  has  not 
had  the  support  in  this  House  or  else- 
where of  any  single  responsible  English 
Leader,  unless,  Sir,  I  can  make  an  ex- 
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eptioo  in  favour  of  the  Preeident  of  the 
iocal  Government  Board,  whom,  I  hope, 
ire  are  to  hear  in  the  course  of  this  De- 
late, and  w[io,  no  doubt,  will  show  his 
ense  of  responsibility  by  explaining  how 
t  was  he  promised  these  tenants  they 
hould  be  reinstated  three  months  after 
lis  Grovernroent  came  into  power,  and 
las  remained  in  power  himself  two  years 
>nd  has  ouly  just  now  begun  to  think  of 
hem.  I  say,  then,  it  is  quite  too  late  to 
»e  going  back  upon  the  opinion  which 
VM  generally  formed  as  to  the  morality 
>nd  legality  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign. 
Chat  has  been  settled  for  us,  and  if  now 
OM  are  going  to  relieve  the  tenants  alto- 
gether and  by  law  of  the  consequences 
d  their  own  acts,  if  you  are  going  to  re- 
ieve  their  advisers  of  their  own  respon- 
ibility  for  the  advice  which  they  gave, 
me  of  two  things  follows — either  at  this 
Bte  moment  you  are  going  to  justify  the 
?lan  of  Campaign,  which  you  have 
iiways  condemned  ;  either  you  are  goin<^ 
o  say  the  tenants  who  took  part  iu  it 
vere  persons  worthy  of  special  considera- 
ion  and  entitled  to  the  sympatliy  of  this 
louse  ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  you  are 
;oing  to  make  a  confession  which,  to 
ay  mind,  would  be  a  more  shameful  con- 
ession  still — that  is  to  say,  that  the  Plan 
f  Campaign  was  too  strong  for  yon,  and 
hat  the  social  and  administrative  diffi- 
ulty  which  it  has  created  must  now  be 
iisposed  of  by  a  complete  surrender  to  its 
.uthors.  I  cannot  believe  the  House  of 
]!ommous  will  consent  to  adopt  either  of 
hese  alternatives.  I  say  this  Bill  is  not 
,  just  Bill,  not  an  equitable  Bill,  and  it 
rill  not  be  a  final  settlement.  It  is  not, 
>8  I  have  shown,  a  Bill  which  is  intended 
r  calculated  to  meet  a  social  or  admiuis- 
rative  difficulty,  although  it  may  have 
leen  imposed  upon  the  Government  by 
lolitical  reasons,  and  I  think  the  House 
3  not  called  upon  to  interfere  now  to  re- 
leve  the  agitators  from  the  discredit  and 
robarrassment  into  which  they  have 
wrought  themselves  ;  and  it  is  not 
ailed  upon  to  iutefere  to  relieve 
enants  who  have  deliberately  faced 
he  consequences  from  the  resiUts  of  their 
'wn  action.  There  are,  however,  I  am 
eady  to  admit,  certain  classes  of  tenants 
rho  may  be  deserving  of  consideration, 
think  it  was  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
larbonr  Division  of  Dublin  who  spoke 
f  cases  of  harsh  and  unjust  eviction.  I 
o  not  suppose  there  are  very  many  of 


these,  but,  let  them  be  few,  or  let  them 
be  many,  by  all  means,  if  you  can  define 
what  constitutes  the  hardship  and  injus- 
tice of  these  evictions,  let  us  take  steps 
to  see  that  they  are  again  investigated 
and  a  remedy  is  found  for  the  grievance, 
if  it  be  proved  to  exist.  But  there  is  no 
necessity  for  a  compulsory  interference 
with  the  existing  law  in  order  to  secure 
that  result.  Then  I  will  admit,  and  I 
know,  that  there  have  been  a  considerable 
number  of  Plan  of  Campaign  estates  who 
have  not  willingly  followed  the  Plan  of 
Campaign,  but  who  have  been  forced 
into  it  under  fear  for  their  property  and 
fear  for  their  lives.  And  there  is  a  third 
class,  which  is,  perhaps,  not  so  deserving, 
but  which  is  still  much  to  be  pitied,  and 
that  is  the  class  of  those  who  were  duped 
by  the  encouragement  given  to  them  by 
English  Members  travelling  in  the 
country,  and  by  the  mis-statements  that 
w*ere  made  to  them  by  irishmen  in  whom 
they  placed  confidence,  and  who,  accord- 
ingly, through  ignorance,  were  led  away 
to  take  this  course  which  proved  so  dis- 
astrous to  them.  In  all  these  cases  by 
all  means  let  us  agree  to  facilitate  volun- 
tary arrangements.  If  it  be  necessary  to 
find  some  money  for  the  purpose — and  I 
believe  money  is  always  necessary  in 
Ireland — I  can  take  no  exception  to  that 
wonderful  Irish  Church  Fund,  which  is 
like  the  widow^s  cruse,|always  being  de- 
pleted and  never  empty — I  cannot  con- 
ceive a  better  course  can  be  taken  than 
to  use  it  for  this  purpose.  But  let  me 
observe  that,  when  we  are  told  that  in 
dealing  with  this  fund  we  are  dealing 
with  a  fund  which  is  exclusively  Irish, 
and  with  which  we  have  no  concern,  that 
I  do  not  altogether  agree  in  that  view. 
The  Irish  Church  Fund  has  been  appro- 
priated by  Parliament  to  public  purposes 
in  Ireland  ;  but  if  it  be  taken  now  for  a 
new  purpose,  which  was  not  contemplated 
at  the  time,  some  of  the  old  purposes 
are  likely  to  lack  encouragement,  and 
under  these  circumstances  it  will  be  very 
odd,  indeed,  if  an  appeal  is  not  once 
more  made  to  the  British  Parliament, 
and  the  British  taxpayer  is  not  called 
upon  to  meet  the  deficiency  ;  therefore,  I 
do  think  we  have  got  an  interest — it 
may  be  indirectly — iu  the  proper  appli-> 
cation  of  this  fund.  Still,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, with  the  view,  at  all  events, 
of  facilitating  the  object  which  the  Chief 
Secretary  has  in  view,  I  should  see  no 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  IC 


691 


Evieied  Tenants  {COMMONS}  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill.  692 


objection  to  the  re-enactment  and  the 
extension  of  the  13th  clause  of  the  Act 
of  1891,  and  to  supporting  and  enforcing 
the  provisions  of  that  clause  by  the 
assistance  of  such  funds  as  maj  be 
provided  for  the  purpose.  But,  Sir, 
I  may  go  further  than  that  —  it 
would  be  a  great  mistake.  If  we  go 
forward  with  this  Bill  we  shall  be  en- 
couraging resistance  to  the  law.  It  will 
be  a  fatal  lessou  to  teach  to  any  people 
— that  the  man  who  breaks  the  law  or 
takes  it  into  his  own  hands  has  only 
thereafter  to  make  himself  sufficiently 
unpleasant  to  induce  the  British  Govern- 
ment, for  the  sake  of  its  own  ease  and 
tranquillity,  to  interfere  and  protect  him 
from  the  consequences  of  his  action.  If 
we  are  to  lay  down  a  lesson  of  that  kind 
I  am  sure  it  will  be  more  fatal  and  more 
disastrous  than  anything  we  have  now  to 
deplore,  and  under  these  circumstances  I 
shall  vote  against  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill  without  the  slightest  hesitA- 
tion. 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.): 
The  career  of  the  right  bou.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  is  so  cankered 
with  inconsistency  that  the  House  may 
well  believe  it  difficult  to  convict  him  of 
anything  more  varied  than  what  we  are 
already  familiar  with  ;  but  I  will  under- 
take, under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  in  everything 
he  accuses  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  of  being  guilty 
of  he  is  tenfold  deeper  dyed  in 
guilt.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
told  us  there  is  no  precedent  in  this 
House  and  no  precedent  in  British  legis- 
lation for  such  a  Bill  as  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary has  proposed.  Yes,  Sir,  there  is  a 
precedent,  and  a  precedent  drawn  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham,  and 
I  will  contrast  the  Morley  Bill  with  the 
Chamberlain  Act,  and  ask  this  Uouse  to 
tell  me  which  is  the  more  extraordinary 
measure.  Before  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
there  was  such  a  thing  as  the  No  Rent 
Manifesto.  Before  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Bill  there  was  the  Arrears  of  Rent 
(Ireland)  Act,  1882  ;  and  I  will  show  the 
House  from  its  provisions  that,  as  com- 
pared with  the  revolutionary  proposals 
adopted,  voted  for,  drawn — I  may  say 
drafted — by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  on  the  very  morrow  of  the  Kil- 
mainham  Treaty,  that  the  present  Bill  of 
Her  Majesty's  present  Government  sinks 
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into  absolute  insignificance.  What  waa 
the  Arrears  Act  of  1882,  and  what  was  the 
position  at  the  time  ?  We  have  heard 
of  the  crimes  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign. 
The  crimes  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign  are 
eight  years  old,  but  not  eight  months  had 
elapsed  between  the  issue  of  the  No  Rent 
Manifestoof  1881— in  October,  1881— and 
the  time  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
brought  in  the  Bill  which  I  will  now 
read  to  the  House — a  Bill  not  to  take 
£100,000  or  £250,000  from  the  Irish 
Church  surplus,  but  to  take  £1,500,000^ 
not  only  from  the  Irish  Church  Fnnd^ 
but  to  take  any  contingent  liability  from 
the  Consolidated  Fund  if  the  £1,500,000 
should  prove  insufficient ;  and  there  was 
an  Amendment  by  the  Tory  Party  of 
that  day,  moved  by  Mr.  Sclater-Booth 
and  opposed  by  the  Member  for  Bir* 
mingham — 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  in- 
expedient to  proceed  with  any  Bill  to  create  a 
charge  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund  except  by 
way  of  loan." 

And  who  were  the  guilty  people  in  whose 
interest  this  Bill  was  passed,  supported 
by  the  entire  Liberal  Party,  supported 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bodmin  (Mr.  Courtney),  by  his  other 
right  hon.  next-door  neighbour  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bordesley  (Mr.  Jesse  CoUings)^ 
and  by  the  whole  retinue  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Birmingham  ? 
The  farmers  who  refused  to  pay  rent 
because  of  the  No-Rent  Manifesto.  Was 
it  a  Bill  as  moderate  as  the  Bill  of  the  pre- 
sent Government  ?  Was  it  a  Bill  that  took 
note  of  the  land-grabber?  No,  Sir  ;  it 
swept  the  land-grabber,  root  and  branch. 
Was  it  a  compulsory  Bill  ?  Yes,  Sir  ;  in 
every  respect.  It  took  no  note  of  either 
the  landlord  or  the  grabber,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  now  talks  of  the 
crimes  of  the  Irish  tenantry,  and  of  the 
disgrace  it  would  be  to  desert  the  honest 
men  who  are  in  these  evicted  farms,  and 
of  the  bad  example  it  would  give  the 
Protestant  tenants  who  had  paid  their 
reuts — I  heard  all  these  arguments  from 
the  Tories  in  1882 — ^he  then  came  for- 
ward and  supported  the  measure.  I 
wonder  does  the  right  hon.  (xentleman 
remember  the  day  before  the  Bill  was 
introduced,  and  while  Mr.  Parnell  was 
still  in  prison — does  he  remember  the 
interview  he  had  with  Captain  O^Shea 
and  another  gentleman  in  his  own  room 
on  the  subject  of  the  Arrears  of  Renfc 
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Bill?  And  jet  he  is  the  right  hon. 
Geatleman  who  comes  forwrard  to-daj, 
lucre  Tory  than  the  Tories  themselves, 
to  deooance  the  Bill  which  is  to  be  ad- 
ministered by  Mr.  Piers  White  and  Mr. 
Greer,  two  Unionists,  and  Mr.  George 
Fotf  rell,  who  generallj  is  regarded  as  a 
laudlonl  representative.  At  any  rate, 
with  regard  to  a  moderate  provision  of 
that  kind,  which  does  not  touch  the 
grabbers,  which  gives  the  landlords  the 
power  of  going  before  that  tribunal  and 
ai^aing  their  case,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man objects.  What  are  his  own  words, 
if  his  wordfe  are  now  of  any  value.  He 
aajs  that  '^  the  law  should  not  reward 
those  who  deliberately  contemn  its 
aathority."  What  did  the  No  Rent 
Ifaoifeslo  do  ?  It  ordered  the  people 
not  to  pay  any  rent  because  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  put  Mr.  Parnell  in  gaol. 
The  Plan  of  Campaign,  a  very  limited 
instrument  indeed,  said  that  upon  par- 
tiealar  estates  the  tenants  were  to  bank 
the  rent,  less  the  amount  of  reduction 
they  claimed,  until  the  landlord  was 
willing  to  take  it  less  that  reduction. 
The  tenants  under  the  first  plan  were 
evicted  wholesale.  The  right  bon. 
Gentleman,  at  any  rate,  could  not  com- 
plain that  there  were  few  evictions 
in  the  year  1881-82.  There  were  enough 
to  satiisfy  the  most  grasping  maw.  Well, 
here  is  the  provision  of  Section  2  of  the 
45th  and  46th  Victoria,  cap  47  : — 

""Any  tenant  evicted  from  his  holding  for 
non-payment  of  rent,  or  whoBe  tenancy  has 
>»enparcha8cl  for  the  landlord  at  any  sale  by 
Tirtae  of  any  writ  of  execution  obtained  by  the 
liadloid  for  arrears  of  rent  due  in  respect  of 
cncih  holding,  may,  if  his  landlord  agrees  to  re- 

iiatKte  him '' 

I  thoaght  there  would  lye  a  cheer  at  that 
poitit-- 

•Pply,  with  the  consent  of  his  landlord,  in  the 
P'^wibeil  manner  during  the  time  limited  for 
■?P|»oation  under  this  Act,  and  the  Land  Com- 


^ — «•«!,  under  this  Act,  may  make  an  oider 
5JJ^  this  Act  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  hail 
r2  *^®en  evicted  from  his  tenancy,  or  hie  tenancy 
'**''>otheen8old." 

^1^^  word  there  about  the  poor  planters 

■^tftoee  honest  and  excellent  men  who 

°*^  to  help   the   landlord  in  his  euier- 

^D<^y .    But  suppose  the  landlord  did  not 

*p^^  ;  suppose  he  was  of  the  opinion  of 

^^    Member    for   Birmingham,   that    it 

^^^^d  be  fatal  in  the  interest  of  the  Irish 

«^^Utiy  to  give  these  dishonest  ruffians 

^w^Uragement.     What  did  the  Bill,  the 


Chamberlain  Act,  do?  It  provided 
that — 

"Any  tenant  evicted  for  non-payment  of  rent» 
whom  the  landlord  does  not  agree  to  reinstate! 
may  apply  during  the  time  limitctl  for  applica- 
tion untfer  this  Act  to  the  Land  Commission  to 
make  an  order,  an<l  they  may  make  an  order 
under  the  Act  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
tenant  had  not  been  evicted/' 

That  is,  that  application  having  been 
made  to  the  Court,  the  Land  Commis- 
sioner might  deal  with  the  case  as  if  the 
tenant  had  paid  all  arrears  of  rent  up  to 
the  last  gale  iu  the  year  expiring,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  Act.  That  was  the  case 
of  the  man  whose  six  months  for  redemp- 
tion had  expired,  not  as  from  the  Ist  of 
May,  1879,  not  from  whatever  date  might 
be  named  in  the  Bill,  but  from  the  date 
he  first  took  the  farm — it  may  be  40 
years  before.  He  was  to  be  treated  as  if 
all  the  rent  had  been  paid  up  to  the  last 
gale  <lay,  because  on  paying  a  year's  rent 
the  State  would  give  another  year's  rent, 
and  the  man  would  be  reinstated. 
But  if  his  tenancy  had  expired  on 
or  before  the  1st  of  May,  1879,  what 
happened  to  him  ?  The  Chamberlain 
Act  provided  that  if  he  was  even  six  or 
eight  years,  or  even  26  or  28  years,  out  of 
possession,  he  might  apply  to  the  Land 
Commissioners,  who  might  enlarge  the 
time  for  redemption  (which  had  already 
expired),  and  thereupon  he  should  be 
put  into  the  same  position  as  if  he 
were  not  evicted  at  all.  I  only  wish  the 
Government  would  give  us  the  Chamber- 
lain Act  again.  And  why  are  we  not  to 
have  it  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Birmingham  has  quoted  for 
our  information  a  statement  of  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Harbour  Division  of  Dublin 
(Mr.  Harrington),  who  says  the  present 
Bill  is  insufficient.  I  suppose  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  some  sh'ght  casting 
back  of  his  mind  to  his  own  13111,  which 
took  no  note  whatever  of  this  provision 
about  the  grabber  which  is  in  the  Bill  of 
the  Chief  Secretary,  and  yet.  Sir,  that  is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  the 
face  to  stand  up  in  this  House  and  charge 
the  Government  with  having  brought  in 
a  revolutionary  Bill,  its  only  fault  being 
that  it  is  not  half  strong  enough  or  half 
as  revolutionary  as  his  own.  Then  we 
have  the  usual  pharisaical  attack  on 
Irish  Members  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  Will  the 
hon.   Gentleman  read  the  clause  in  the 
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the  right  hon.  Qentleman  were  ;  *  I  have  a  very 
great  objection  to  the  proposal  oontained  in  the 
Bill,  that  compensation  in  the  case  of  the  cattle 
traile  should  be  paid  out  of  an  Imperial  Fund  ; ' 
and  I  will  repeat  the  wonls  of  Sir  George  Grey, 
which,  to  my  mind,  are  conclusive.  With  re- 
gard to  the  payment  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  Sir  George  Grey  said  :  *  That  the  prin- 
ciple of  applying  the  Public  Funds  to  compen- 
sate private  loss  was  an  extremely  dangerous 
one.  Nothing  was  more  likely  to  lead  to  reck- 
less expenditure  than  to  use  the  bottomless 
purse  of  the  nation  for  such  a  purpose.'  He 
(Mr.  Gorst)  should  like  to  know  how  after  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  be  a  party  to 
this  Bill?" 


Act  to  which  he  allndes  which  cou- 
tem plates  the  turning  out  of  the  new 
tenants  ? 

Mr,  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Give  me  the 
section. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  There  is 
no  such  section. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  Act  takes 
no  note  of  the  new  tenant.  It  assumes 
he  is  like  the  snakes  in  Norway.  It 
simply  says  the  old  tenant  is  to  be  rein- 
stated. 

CoLOXEL  SAUNDERSON:  What 
about  the  new  tenant  ? 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  He  is  to  go. 
There  is  no  mystery  about  this.  It  is  an 
Act  of  Parliament.  I  would  like  to  bear 
even  the  Member  for  Bordesley  on  this. 
I  only  give  the  Statute  plainly.  There 
is  no  Birmingham  construction  appli- 
cable to  Acts  of  Parliament. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  But  will 
the  hon.  Member  read  the  clause  about 
the  new  tenants  ? 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  There  is  no 
such  clause;  but  if  I  am  to  be  chal- 
lenged, let  me  be  challenged  by  a 
lawyer,  although  I  have  no  fault  to  find 
with  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  if 
he  is  not  able  to  follow  the  drafting.  It 
was  not  our  drafting ;  it  was  the  drafting 
of  Her  Majesty^s  Government  of  the  day, 
of  which  the  Member  for  Birmingham 
was  a  Member.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  escape  taunts  altogether, 
because  there  was  a  gentleman  in  that 
House  named  Mr.  Gorst — he  believed  he 
was  not  known  as  Mr.  Gorst  now — and 
he  seeme  I  not  to  have  any  fear  of  the 
Member  for  Birmingham  before  his  eyes, 
because  he  seems  to  have  twitted  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  taken  him  to 
task.  There  is  a  brief  quotation  I  will 
make  from  this  gentleman's  statement, 
made  on  May  22nd,  1882.  It  will  be 
found  on  page  1326  of  Hansard,  He 
made  a  speech  very  much  like  that  we 
heard  just  now,  so  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  with  it,  and  he  asked — 

*'  What  right  hatl  the  Government  to  take  the 
taxes  of  the  people,  paid  with  great  difficulty 
and  self-denial,  and  make  a  present  of  them  to 
Irish  tenants  and  Irish  landlords  ?  That  was  a 
real  hardship.  When  it  was  a  question  of  grant- 
ing comiKinsation  for  cattle  slaughtered  in  con« 
nection  with  the  cattle  trade,  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  the  Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr. 
Chamberlain)  was  very  angry  at  the  suggestion 
that  money  should  be  paid  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  for  such  a  purpose.    The  words  of 
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That  was  what  Mr.  Gorst  asked  in  1882, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a 
party  to  the  Bill.  I  expected  to-night 
to  have  heard  from  the  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham some  explanation  of  the  differ- 
ence in  his  position  which  enabled  him  in 
1882,  six  months  after  that  criminal  con- 
spiracy known  as  the  No-Rent  Manifesto 
had  biospomed,  as  we  were  told  by  the 
Tory  Party,  into  murder  and  so  forth, 
how  he  could  have  supported  the  Arrears 
Bill,  with  its  £1,500,000  out  of  the 
Church  Surplus  and  an  unlimited  pull  at 
the  Consolidated  Fund  and  with  its 
absolute  expropriation  of  the  grabber, 
while  now  he  is  unable  to  support  the 
moderate  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary.  I  would 
advise  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  whose 
career  is  not  entirely  free  from  incon- 
sistency —I  would  advise  him  for  the  sake 
of  his  own  position  in  a  case  of  this  kind 
to  do  what  we  are  sure  to  do— namely, 
to  read  up  Hansard  with  regard  to  his 
own  votes  and  performances.  He  will 
then  see  how  he  lays  himself  open  to 
certain  charges.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  has  said  that  the  Bill  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  will  deal  with  a  small  propor- 
tion  of  these  evictions.  I  quite  agree 
that,  as  compared  with  the  number  of 
cases  to  be  dealt  with  after  the  No-Rent 
Manifesto  of  1881,  this  Bill  is  necessarily 
a  small  measure.  But  he  has  told  us  that 
there  are  now  fewer  evictions  than  there 
were  before,  and  that  it  was  surprising 
that  the  Irish  tenant  could  be  found  to 
be  evicted.  I  think  he  said  that  1-1 0th  or 
1-1 6th  of  1  per  cent,  were  evicted.  For 
an  explanation  of  that  perhaps  he  will 
allow  me  to  refer  him  to  the  Member  for 
South  Tyrone,  who,  in  a  speech  in  this 
House  on  the  21st  of  March,  1888,  made 
the  following  remarks  : — 

^^  Everything  that  was  done  in  the  past  for  the 
tenants  had  been  done  against  the  protests  of 
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i  Irish  landlorrls.  He  voted  for  the  7th  sec- 
Qof  the  Act  of  1887"— 

at  is  what-we  call  the  "  eviction-made- 
sy  clause  " — 

)ecaa8e  he  trusted  in  the  discretion  of  Irish 
idlords.  But  he  would  not  be  caught  trusting 
it  again.  Fire  thousauil  notices  of  eviction 
i  been  served  by  registered  letter  under  that 
ttiori.  He  did  not  believe  thai  would  result 
eviction  ;  but  the  tenancies  were  absolutely 
bermined,  the  tenant's  rights  and  interests 
>re  destroyed,  and  his  improvements  were 
afiscated."*^ 

it  me  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
jy  there  are  fewer  tenants  actually  out 
possession  to-day  than  there  were  in 
iH2.  First,  hecanse  his  own  Arrears 
et  of  1882  ended  in  the  restoration  of 
ormous  numbers  of  these  evicted 
Qants.  That  is  the  first  reason.  The 
cond  is  because,  owing  to  the  position 
ken  up  by  the  Tory  Party  under  the 
md  Act  of  1887,  the  Tory  Partj- found 
more  convenient,  because  it  was  said 
e  evictions  were  doing  great  mischief  in 
igland,  instead  of  physically  ejecting  the 
aant  with  crowbar  and  Sheriff,  to  turn 
m  into  a  caretaker  by  the  aid  of  the  7th 
ction  and  a  registered  letter,  and  that  is 
e  reason  why  there  are  not  so  many 
ople  physically  out  of  possession  to- 
y.  But  what  is  their  position  ?  The 
adlord  does  not  necessarily  want  to  get 
I  absolutely  of  his  tenants  if  he  has  any 
•pe  of  getting  some  rent ;  but  he  keeps 
m  at  his  mercy  ;  he  reduces  him  to  the 
sition  of  caretaker  ;  he  has  him  liable 
pay  whatever  rent  he  can  screw  out  of 
31,  and,  that  is  the  reason  of  the 
ference  in  his  position  which  the  right 
n.  Gentleman  found  so  difficult  to  ex- 
lin.  He  opened  his  subject  with  the 
servation  which,  I  think,  shows  the 
Ference  in  position  between  Irish  Mem- 
rs  and  English  Members  in  their  deal- 
^s  with  our  country.  He  said  you  should 
ce  warning  from  the  fact  that  inter- 
■ence  with  the  ordinary  law  in  these 
ish  Land  Acts  always  brings  a  "  fresh 
)p  of  grievances  and«a  new  agitation,** 
d  that  sentiment  was  loudly  cheered  by 
I  friends  on  the  Tory  side.  I  would 
t  the  position  in  exactly  the  opposite 
m.  What  is  our  position?  In  1881 
n  passed  a  Land  Act,  and  you  refused 
take  our  advice  and  include  the  lease- 
Iders.  Did  not  that  refusal  necessarily 
>duce  a  fresh  crop  of  grievances  and 
ish  agHation  ?  The  Tories  themselves, 
mgh  swearing  they  would  never  con- 
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sent,  brought  in  the  Bill  of  1887,  aiid  I 
heard  the  right  lion.  Member  for  Eiit*t.  Man- 
chester (Mr.  Balfour)  lavintiug  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  MidlotbiftTi  on  oneorea- 
sion  that  they,  the  ^j^eueron:*  Tory  Piirty, 
were  those  who  had  iueliulud  fhe  lease- 
holders, while  the  Member  for  Midlothiiiu 
had  not  that  much  generositv  iu  18^!. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE  :  t  did  not. 

Mr.  T.   M.   HEALY  :    I    beg   your 
pardon,  but  I  heard  vou. 

Mr.  a.    J.    BALFOUR  :    I    never 
did. 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  canrradicts  me^  and  hi*  the 
point  is  hardly  wort!*  while  1  will  not  iu- 
sist  on  it.  At  imy  rate,  the  right  hon* 
Gentleman  a^r^ked  why  the  Lliiernl  (to- 
vernmentdid  nor  inelude  the  leaseiiolders 
in  the  Act  ot  l^iBL  I  will  tell  him; 
because  the  Tory  Party  would  not  let 
them.  The  Member  for  Manchester,  at 
any  rate,  will  not  deny  that  he  it  was 
who  put  down  an  Amendment  to  omit 
the  fair  rent  j<cet:oii  of  the  Act  of  18fiL 
But  what  did  the  Tories  do  in  1887  ? 
They  admitted  the  leaseholders  who  had  a 
99  years'  lease ,  b  u  1 1  hey  ref  u  s  Cil  t  o  ml  m  i  1 1  h  e 
long  leasehohlers.  That  produced  a  "  fresii 
crop  of  grievnnees  "and  afresh  agitation. 
They  would  not.  tjike  our  advice  ;  they 
would  not  even  take  the  adviee  of  the 
Memher  for  South  Tyrone,  one  of  the 
agitators  on  thii*  question.  T  wish  the 
Member  for  BirmiTit^^ham  wan  present  at 
the  Land  Acts  Committee  upf^tairs,  for  I 
think  he  would  say  "What  a  furious 
agitator  the  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
is  I  "  After  numbers  of  the.ie  leaseholders 
had  been  evicted  what  did  you  do  ?  In 
the  year  1891  yon  hrought  m  a  Bill  to 
deal  with  those  long  leaseholdersj  and  of 
all  the  jokes  in  the  form  of  a  Statute  that 
ever  passed  this  House  the  Hedomptioti 
of  Rent  Act,  1891,  is  probably  the  fore- 
most. You  should  rend  Lord  Salisbury 
on  it  it  if  you  want  to  underi^tajid  rt. 
He  forgot  he  passed  the  measure,  and 
when  the  MeniVter  for  South  Tyrone  the 
following  yen r  1  trough t  iu  the  inevitable 
amending  Bill — you  must  always  have 
an  amending  Bill  to  an  Irish  Land 
Act,  just  a»  there  is  a  tail  1o  a 
comet  —  yon  unif*t  have  half-a-dozen 
minor  Acts — when  the  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  bronght  in  his  Bill  to  amend  a 
few  little  minor  defeeta  of  Tory  legisla- 
tion it  was  passed  through  this  House 
unanimously  ;  but   when   it  came  under 
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Lord  Salisbarj's  notice  upstairs  he  said, 
"  Bless  me  1  what  is  this  ?  "  I  am  sorry 
I  have  Dot  with  me  a  copy  of  the  obser- 
yatioDs  of  the  noble  Marquess  ;  but,  as 
well  as  I  remember,  it  was  this  :  that  a 
more  extraordinary  Bill  than  the  Re- 
demption of  Rent  Act 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  think  it  is 
only  fair  to  say  that  Lord  HerschelPs 
observations  were  as  strong  as  those  of 
Lord  Salisbury. 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HBALY  :  The  Govern- 
ment  of  Lord  Herschell  allowed  the  Bill 
to  be  read  a  second  time  in  this  House. 
Lord  HerschelPs  observations  are  not  on 
record,  but  Lord  Salisbury's  are.  Ue 
said — 

^  I  do  not  know  how  the  Act  of  1891  managed 
to  struggle  through.  It  was  not  a  Government 
measure.** 

Wbat  is  the  result  that  the  Redemption 
Act  produced  ?  To  use  the  words  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain) 
the  result  was  ''  a  fresh  crop  of  grievances 
and  fresh  agitation."  And  we  are  now 
considering  upstairs  in  a  very  lively 
Committee  what  the  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham would  no  doubt  call  materials 
for  fresh  agitation.  And  here  is  tbe 
position  12  or  13  years  after  the  Act  of 
1881  bad  passed,  when  you  rejected, 
when  you  mowed  down  by  the  regiment 
every  Amendment  proposed  by  the 
tenants'  Representatives  in  this  House, 
Amendments  which  were  calculated  to 
confer  important  benefits  on  the  tenants. 
But,  with  halting  gait  and  limping  step, 
you  bring  forward  your  Bills  of  1887,  of 
1891,  and  of  1893,  and  afterwards 
you  honour  them  by  a  Committee 
appointed  upstairs  to  consider  the 
grievances  resulting  from  the  rejec- 
tion of  Irish  advice  at  the  time.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Birmingham  asks  whether  this  Bill 
is  necessary.  I  must  say  that  the  fashion 
of  this  House  in  dealing  with  Irish  land 
legislation  almost  drives  any  man  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject  to  despair. 
For  years  we  have  been  knocking  at  the 
door  of  this  House  for  some  remedial 
measures.  Year  after  year  you  refused 
them,  and  year  after  year  these  tenants 
are  being  thrown  out  on  the  roadside  in 
consequence.  This  Bill  has  been  de- 
scribed by  the  Member  for  Birmingham 
as  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  victims  of  the 
Plan  of  Campaign.  I  deny  it.  I  say 
that  for  one  tenant  evicted  owing  to  the 
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Plan  of  Campaign  there  were  scores  of 
tenants  evicted  because  you  refused  to 
do  justice  to  fhem  in  this  House.     And 
even  the  tenants  who  were  entitled  to 
come  in  under  the  Act  of  1881,  when  did 
they  come  in,  many  of  them  ?     Were  I 
to  detain  the  House  reading  letters  on 
the  subject  I  could  produce  them  by  the 
bushel.     What    are    the    facts?     That 
some   of   the  tenants  in  whose  interest 
you  passed  the  Act  of  1881  did  not  come 
before  the  Court,  and  were  notable  to  come 
Ijefore  it  until   1886.     It  took  them  five 
years  before  they  could  get  a  fair  rent 
fixed  and  during  those  five,  years,  while 
the    Land    Courts    were    glutted     and 
blocked   by   applications,   many  of   the 
tenants  were  evicted  for  non-payment  of 
the  old  rent.     They  were  evicted  by  the 
score,  and  by  the  hundred.     You  held 
out  terms  of  relief  to  the  tenants,  as  the 
water  to  Tantalus,  but  the  tenants  were 
absolutely  unable  to  obtain  the  benefit  of 
it.      The  Member  for   Trinity   College 
(Mr.   Carson)   the  other  night  made  a 
very  able  speech  on  this  Bill.     He  gave 
a  number  of  instances  of  what  he  called 
great  hardship  to  the  landlord.     I  wonder 
does  he   remember   the   case  of  Bolton 
against  Keating  ?     It  is  now  reported  in 
the  Law  Reports,  and  it  will  give  a  very 
excellent  idea   to   the   House.      I   only 
refer  to  it  because  the  hon.  and   learned 
Member  was  counsel  in  it  himself.     It  is 
one  of  the  cases  which  I  submit  this  Bill 
is    intended    to    remedy.     The    tenant 
applied  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed.     The 
landlord  appealed,  and  the  landlord  was 
fortunate  to  have  the  assistance  of  the 
Member  for  Trinity  College.     He  asked 
the  tenant.  Miss  Keating,  if  she  had  ever 
sublet  a  portion  of  her  holding.      The 
question  had  never  been  asked   below, 
and  the  woman  had  not  her  papers  in 
Court,   not   expecting  the   point   to   be 
raised,  she  said — ^^  I  have  sublet  portion 
of  the  holding,  some  three  or  fouracres,^' 
aud  she  was  Instantly  shot  out  of  Court 
and   her    application  dismissed.     Wbat 
happened  ?     Some  weeks  after  the  case 
was   over   it  turned  out  that   this  sub- 
letting was  30  or  40  years  old,  and  in  ran- 
sacking her  boxes  in  the  County  Wexford, 
where  she  lived,  she  found  a  letter  from 
tbe  agent  recognising  the  subletting  at 
the  time  the  lease  was  made.     Accord- 
ingly,  an   appeal    was    taken     to     the 
Court  of  Appeal,  and  they  held,  by  the 
time  they  were  enabled  to  give  jadgmeni. 
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that  the  woman  had  been  wroDgfully 
dismissed  from  the  Court,  and  ordered  the 
ease  baek  so  as  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed. 
Bnt  in  the  meantime  the  landlord  had 
her  evicted.     He   had   served   her  with 
an  eviction-made-easj  notice  under  your 
beaatiful  Act  of  1887.    He  had  strangled 
ber  tenancj,  and  she  was  no  more  in  a 
position  to  go  into  Court  to  have  a  fair 
rent  fixed  than  any  person  who  was  a 
stnoger  to  the  holding,  simply  because 
of  the  point  sprung  by  the  landlord  in 
reference  to  the  subletting,  as  to  which 
he  bad  been  a   consenting  party.     She 
lost  her  fair  rent,  was  evicted,  and  her 
fvm  is  grabbed.     I  put  it  to  the  House, 
is  that  not  a  case  in  which  the  circum- 
stances mighty  with  fairness,  be  submitted 
to  a   tribunal   such   as   that   which  the 
f^t   hon.  Gentleman  (tbe  Chief  Secre- 
cy)   proposed  to   set   up  ?     There  are 
9Cores  of  such  cases.     I  remember  a  case 
in  Dublin  the  other  day  in   which  the 
i*odiord  was  Mr.  Pack-Beresford,  or  the 
County  Carlo w.     The   tenant  had  been 
evicteci  in  the  bad  years  for  non-payment 
of  rent.    The  local  priest  applied  to  the 
'•odlor'd  to  reinstate  the  tenant,  and  the 
iandlord  said  he   would   if    the    tenant 
would    pay  up  all  arrears  of  rent  and  the 
^^^  Olf  the  judgment.     That  was  not  a 
wy  g^enerous  offer,  but  the  tenant  did  so. 
The  'tenant  sent  a  cheque  to  the  landlord 
^<*  the  full  amount  of  the  arrears  and 
costs.       The  landlord  had  no  intention  of 
leins'fca.ting  the  tenant  as   a   "  present " 
tenant.     He    wanted    to   make    him    a 
"future"  tenant,  so  that  he  could  not 
obtain  the  benefit  of  the  Land  Acts,  and 
accordingly  he   took   some  point   about 
the    surrender  of   the   water   rights    on 
bis   lidding,  and   absolutely,  when   the 
tenant^s  cheque  for  the  full   amount  of 
arrears  and  costs  was  in  the  pocket  of 
Mr.  Beresford,  he  refused  to  carry  out 
tbe  obligation  he  had  entered  into  with 
this    tenant    to    reinstate     him    in    his 
holding.    For  six  or  eight  months  the 
tenant  contended  that  he  was  to  be  re- 
gw^ed  as  a  present  tenant,  with  the  right 
to  go  into  Court  and  have  a  fair  rent 
fixed,  while  the  landlord  insisted  that  he 
was  a  future   tenant.     The   result  was 
that  the  landlord  sent  back  the  cheque 
and  the  tenant  refused  to  take  it.     Then 
the  landlord  applied  to  the  Magistrates  at 
"^y  Sessions  for  an  order  of  ejectment 
under  the  seventh  section,  and  this  man 
▼w  ejected  from  the  holding  for  which 


he  had  paid  the  full  rent  and  costs.  A 
grabber  named  Rose,  who,  I  think,  would 
smell  as  sweet  by  any  other  name,  came 
along,  and  is  now  in  possession  of  the 
holding,  and  last  December  prosecuted 
the  real  tenant  for  '*  trespass,'*  and  had 
him  fined.  Do  you  think  that  is  in  the 
interest  of  the  peace  of  the  district  ?  Do 
you  think  a  tenant  who  came  forward 
and  paid — I  think  the  amount  was 
£62  10s.,  and  who  was  willing  to  go 
back  and  work  the  farm— do  you  think 
he  will  live  in  peace  and  quietness  with 
Mr.  Rose  ?  He  may  be  a  thorn  near 
that  rose.  I  will  not  use  any  language 
stronger  than  that  used  by  the  Mcml)er 
for  Trinity  College,  who,  of  course, 
would  not  say  anything  that  was  not 
strictly  legal.  This  is  what  he  said  in 
his  speech  on  Friday  night — 

*•  If  that  was  to  be  the  i)olicy  of  the  House 
and  the  view  of  the  English  Government  to- 
wards Ireland,  then  those  in  Ireland  who  were 
prepared  to  live  as  law-abiding  citizens  would 
be  justified  in  resorting  to  any  extreme." 

I  should  like  to  know,  would  the  tenant 
who  paid  his  full  rent  and  costs  be  justi- 
fied in  resorting  to  any  extreme  ?  Is 
sauce  for  the  goose  sauce  for  the  gander  ? 
The  Member  for  Trinity  College  was 
not  satisfied  with  that  declaration  made 
in  the  interest  of  law  and  order.  It 
appears  there  were  ^*  ironical  National 
cheers  from  below  the  Gangway  "  when 
be  so  spoke.  Then  the  Member  for 
Trinity  College  said — 

"  They  were  welcome  to  their  cheers.  All  he 
could  say  was  that  there  must  be  a  point,  when 
Governments  began  to  confiscate,  at  which  they 
must  exhaust  the  patience  of  those  who  were 
T^-illing  to  submit  to  the  law." 

But  the  tenant  whose  case  I  have  men- 
tioned was  willing  to  submit  to  the  law. 
He  paid  all  the  money  that  the  law  de- 
manded of  him,  and  he  is  now  out  on  tlie 
roadside.  You  talk,  and  this  House 
talks,  of  what  it  is  pleased  to  call  the 
bencBts  of  the  Land  Acts  for  Irish 
tenants,  and  you  go  on  Primrose  plat- 
forms, and  you  extol  those  extraordinary 
benefits.  Do  you  think  the  passing  of 
a  Bill  in  this  House  is  like  puttin<r 
guano  on  the  farm  of  an  Irish  tenant  ? 
Do  you  think  there  is  liquid  manure  for 
the  farms  of  the  Irish  tenants  in  any  of 
the  sections  you  pass  ?  Is  it  such  a  l)eneHt 
to  boast  about  to  try  to  prevent  a  man 
from  being  robbed  ?  I  will  just  give 
you  an  instance.  Take  from  the  Notes 
of  that  desperate  Committee  upstairs  as  to 
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what  these  beoefits  are,  aad,  I  would  ask 
you,  what  would  be  said  if  the  Irish 
teuants  took  the  advice  of  the  Member 
for  Trinity  College  ?  I  take  this  case 
uot  from  the  files  of  any  Nationalist 
newspapers ;  I  take  it  from  the  files  of 
the  Irish  Land  Commission,  produced  by 
the  head  of  that  Court,  and  I  ask  this 
House  to  say  whether  it  is  reasonable  to 
expect  Irish  teuants,  evicted  or  non- 
evicted,  to  remain  patient  under  these 
circumstances.  A  man  named  Patrick 
Moore  held  eight  acres  under  Mr.  Villiers 
Stuart,  formerly  a  Member  of  this  House 
— Member  for  Waterford.  These  were 
the  kind  of  Members  the  Irish  teuants 
elected  as  late  as  1880.  No  wonder  as 
to  the  kind  of  laws  that  were  passed  I 
Moore  held  eight  acres  on  a  mountain 
which,  according  to  the  Report,  was  550 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  ex- 
posed to  the  sea.  The  rent  he  was 
paying  was  only  6d.  altogether, 
so  barren  was  his  plot.  He  had  re- 
claimed this  holding.  He  had  built  on 
it  a  house,  cowhouse,  a  boiler  house, 
a  piggery — very  vulgar  details,  I  suppose, 
but  of  great  importance  to  those  poor 
people — and  a  stable,  and  he  had  re- 
claimed seven  acres  of  land  from  the 
original  heath  and  furze.  What  was 
Patrick  Moore's  reward?  The  landlord 
first  raised  his  rent  from  6d.  to  18s.  9d., 
although  there  is  a  clause  in  the  Irish  Land 
Act  which  says  that  no  rent  shall  be  al- 
lowed or  made  payable  on  tenants'  improve- 
ments. He  had  expended,  according  to 
the  evidence,  on  this  holding  a  sum  of 
£210.  He  and  his  predecessors  in  title 
had  been  working  the  land  since  1826, 
and  during  that  time  not  a  copper  of 
ex{)enditure  was  made  by  the  landlord. 
This  extraordinary  clause  which  says 
that  no  rent  is  to  be  allowed  or  made 
payable  on  tenants'  improvements  is 
construed  by  the  Irish  Land  Commis- 
sion as  if  the  word  "no"  was  omitted,  so 
that  it  is  made  to  read  that  rent  shall  be 
allowed  and  shall  be  made  payable  on  the 
tenants'  improvements*  Accordingly,  the 
landlord  having  raised  the  rent  to  18s.  9d., 
the  tenant  applied  for  the  benefits  of  the 
Land  Act.  He  first  went  to  the  County 
Court  Judge— I  think  this  is  the  Irish 
case  in  miniature.  There  happened  to 
be  an  honest  County  Court  Judge  in 
County  Waterford — Judge  Waters — but 
he  has  been  removed  since  by  the  Tories. 
The  tenant  served  his  originating  notice  in 
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the  Court  of  Judge  Waters  on  the  24tb 
of  February,  1892,  and  would  have  come 
before  the  County  Court  on  the  18th  of 
April,  1892.  But  what  did  the  landlord 
do  ?  He  appealed  to  transfer  the  case 
to  the  Laud  Commission.  Automatically 
it  was  transferred,  although  in  the  period 
in  which  the  case  might  come  on  for 
hearing  years  might  elapse,  and  the 
tenant  all  the  while  would  be  liable  to 
eviction  on  his  old  rent,  as  happened  iu 
many  of  these  cases.  In  1892  some  of 
the  block  in  the  Courts  had  been  got  rid 
of,  and  it  only  took  the  Land  Commis- 
sion one  and  a  half  years  to  hear  the 
case 'which,  under  the  circumstances,  was 
very  moderate.  On  the  28th  November, 
1893,  the  Sub-Commissioners  confirmed 
the  rent  of  18s.  9d.,  which  before 
the  Laud  Act  had  been  6d.  Was  the 
landlord  satisfied  with  that  ?  Nothing 
of  the  kind.  Here  is  the  Sub-Commis- 
sioners' official  Report,  and  we  all  pay 
great  respect  to  official  Reports  in  Ire- 
land— 

"  The  position  of  the  farm  is  exi)osed  to  the 
sea.  The  entire  holding  was  evidently  a  poor 
wild  mountain,  and  will  require  continuous  out- 
lay in  the  shape  of  labour  to  prevent  its  going 
back  to  its  normal  state  of  furze  an«l  heath.'* 

And  with  that  statement  before  tliem  the 
Chief  Land  Commission  on  the  landlord's 
appeal  raised  the  rent  from  18s.  9d. 
to  30s.,  and  ordered  the  tenant  to  pay 
the  costs — that  is,  the  landlord's  costs  as 
well  as  his  own.  There  are  two  other  cases 
on  the  Stuart  estate  in  which  the  facts  are 
substantially  identical,  and  if  you  take 
the  entire  mass  of  the  small  tenantry  of 
Ireland,  that  is  their  case  in  miniature. 
I  will  not  assert  that  upon  my  own  autho- 
rity. I  take  the  Report  of  Lord  Cowper, 
who  in  1887,  when  challenged  about  his 
Report  as  to  the  making  of  improve- 
ments by  the  tenants  in  Ireland,  when 
challenged  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  one 
of  the  Irish  landlords,  re-asserted  the  fact 
that  iu  Ireland,  whilst  every  single  im- 
provement was  made  by  the  tenant,  the 
landlords  never  expended  money  on 
their  estates.  But  if  you  want  one  more 
proof  of  it,  it  is  this — there  is  a  clause  iu 
the  Irish  Land  Act  which  says  that  if 
the  improvements  on  any  farm  are  made 
and  maintained  by  the  landlord,  the 
tenant  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  bene- 
fits of  the  Land  Act,  and  cannot  get  a 
fair  rent  fixed.  How  many  of  the  Irish 
landlords  have   got  the  benefit  of  that 
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leotion  ?  800,000  Irish  tenants  have 
^one  into  Court  and  got  a  fair  rent  fixed, 
ind  how  many  tenants  were  excluded  on 
;he  ground  that  the  landlord  made  and 
naintained  the  improvements  ?  Just 
me.  And  it  is  with  that  system  in 
srogue,  with  that  system  in  operation, 
that  the  Member  for  Birmingham  de- 
louncea  the  Bill  of  the  right  lion.  Gentle- 
nan  the  Chief  Secretary  as  revolutionary, 
rhose  poor  cottiers,  if  he  had  his  way, 
nrould  have  no  relief.  I  think  this  House 
mce  voted  £70,00D  for  a  picture  of  the 
Madonna  by  Raphael,  but  you  would 
•efuse  £100,000  to  reinstate  thousands  of 
poor  tenants  in  Ireland  who  have  been 
hrowu  out  on  the  roadside.  You  keep 
ip  your  ships  at  enormous  cost  to  suppress 
;he  Slave  Trade  on  the  African  coast.  I 
svish  you  would  laud  some  of  your  Marines 
n  Ireland  to  prevent  these  tenants  from 
^eing  robbed  by  their  landlords.  You 
ire  horrified  by  the  condition  of  Essex, 
rhere  are  deserted  farms  all  over 
;he  place.  The  Adjournment  of  the 
Elouse  was  moved  about  Essex  and  the 
ierelict  farms  there.  Why  do  not  you 
transfer  some  of  those  evicted  tenants 
)ver  there  and  see  what  kind  of  a  hand 
;hey  would  make  of  it  ?  Perhaps  they 
Bvould  do  better  than  the  tenants  who 
^hrew  it  up.  The  Member  for  Bristol 
^Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach)  gave  evidence 
before  a  Committee  on  English  land,  and 
le  said  that  the  average  fall  in  English 
igricultural  land  was  50  per  cent.  What 
s  the  evidence  that  we  are  taking  in  the 
Land  Acts  Committee  ?  That  the  rentals 
ixed  in  1881  and  1882  as  fair  rents 
would,  if  now  revised,  be  fixed  at  25  to 
30  per  cent,  lower  than  the  original. 
Bvery  day  these  rack-rented  tenants  are 
>eing  evicted,  and  the  Member  for  Bir- 
ningham  says  these  are  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign tenants.  He  strains  at  the  gnat  of 
:he  Plan  of  Campaign  and  he  swallows 
;he  camel  of  the  No-Bent  Manifesto. 
Since  the  Act  of  1881  was  passed  300,000 
tenants  have  gone  into  Court  and  have 
Iragged  out  of  the  vitals  of  the  Irish  land- 
ords  such  reduction  of  rent  aa  they  have 
[)een  able  to  obtain,  whilst  in  England 
the  landlords  have  voluntarily  given  reduc- 
tions. The  Income  Tax  Betums  prove  it. 
The  Tory  Party  will  support  those  Irish 
andlords,  who  have  been  the  curse  of  their 
Party  ever  since  they  have  been  connected 
with  it.  What  have  they  gained  by  it  ? 
You  are  having  a  Commission  now  under 


this  Bill,  of  which  Mr.  George  Fottreli 
is  going  to  be  one.  I  will  say  nothing 
against  him  whatever.  You  say  to*(lay 
that  the  true  solution  of  the  Irish  land 
difficulty  is  that  the  Irish  tenant  should 
become  the  owner  of  his  holding.  A  qi^es'- 
tion  was  asked  in  this  House  in  1882,  I 
think  it  was  by  the  late  Lord  Chancellor, 
about  Mr.  Fottreli,  and  he  was  dismissed 
from  the  Irish  Land  Commission,  whtre 
he  was  solicitor.  What  was  his  crhiio  ? 
That  he  wrote  a  pamphlet  entitled 
"  How  a  tenant  might  become  owner  of 
his  holding."  That  was  the  head  aud 
front  of  his  offending.  That  was  J  he 
position  of  1882.  Rents  have  fallen 
since,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  they  will 
still  fall  if  the  fall  in  the  price  of  pro- 
duce and  the  heavy  imports  continue  In 
the  way  they  have  done.  I  beg  thii* 
House  to  treat  this  Bill  not  as  a  great 
plaster  to  a  great  sore,  as  John  Bright 
spoke  of  the  Act  of  1870,  but  as  a  very 
mild  emollient  applied  to  a  very  burniug 
and  heated  ulcer.  I  have  not  said  what 
I  should  like  to  say  with  regard  to  the 
exclusion  of  those  tenants  whose  farms 
have  been  grabbed.  I  will  say  nothing 
at  present  on  that  position,  because,  no 
doubt,  the  House  will  deal  Avith  it  Jater 
on.  I  will  not  use  the  language  atid 
threats  of  the  Member  for  Trinity 
College  (Mr.  Carson)  and  say  what  would 
happen  if  this  Bill  is  rejected,  buf  I 
would  like  to  quote  to  the  House  one 
sentence  from  an  Irish  Judge,  delivered 
a  long  time  ago  to  a  Grand  Jury  of 
landlords  in  the  County  Wexford,  whffih 
I  think  is  rather  germane  to  the  question). 
What  said  Judge  Fletcher  in  Ibll  r 
Of  course,  they  would  not  listen  then  to 
anything  in  favour  of  Irish  tenant!?. 
Judge  Fletcher  said — 

"What  is  the  wretched  jjeasant  to  lU! 
Hunted  from  the  8})ot  where  he  had  first  drawn 
breath,  where  he  had  first  seen  the  hght  of 
Heaven,  incapable  of  procuring  any  other 
means  of  subsistence,  can  we  be  surprised  tluit, 
being  unenh'ghtened  and  uneducated,  he  nmy 
rush  to  the  peipetration  of  crime,  folio  wet  I  by 
the  punishment  of  the  rope  and  gibU-i  I 
Nothing  remains  to  him,  thus  harassed  and 
destitute,  but  with  the  strong  hand  to  deter  The 
stranger  from  entering  upon  his  farm,  and  to 
extort  from  the  weakness  of  his  landlord,  wbo^c 
gratitude  and  good  feelings  he  has  failed  let 
win,  a  sort  of  preference  to  his  anciuat 
tenantcy. 

Cases  of  landlord  hardship  have  l>eeii 
quoted.  W^ho  are  these  landlords  on  whoc^e 
behalf  the  hon.  Member  for  Binningbam 
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has  raised  up  his  voice  ?  Lord  Clanri- 
carde,  whom  even  the  Member  for  Man- 
chester (Mr.  Balfour),  who  has  never 
lacked  hardihood,  was  unable  to  defend, 
and  who  was  spoken  of  by  The  Times  as 
a  public  nuisance  and  a  public  danger — 
a  man  of  whom  the  Member  for  South 
Tyrone,  who  had  visited  his  estates, 
pointed  out  that  so  far  had  Lord 
Clauricarde's  ingratitude  gone  that 
even  the  tomb  of  his  own  mother 
was  allowed  to  be  desecrated.  He 
spoke  of  him,  and  said  he  would  sup- 
port a  measure  for  his  compulsory  ex- 
propriation, and  you,  by  quoting  cases  of 
hardship  which  might  well  be  argued 
before  this  very  moderate  Commission, 
forget  that  hundreds  of  instances  of  real 
hardships  to  tenants  which  you  refuse  to 
remedy  might  be  cited  on  our  side.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Trinity 
College  has  asked  if  a  '^  drunken  comer- 
boy,"  and  former  tenant  of  a  lady  he 
mentioned,  is  to  be  reinstated.  No,  I 
would  not  reinstate  such  a  man.  There 
are  cases  which  are  not  fit  for  reinstate- 
ment, and  I  believe  that  they  will  be 
fairly  dealt  with  by  the  very  moderate 
tribunal  which  is  to  be  appointed.  There 
is  Mr.  Piers  White,  the  man  who  pre- 
sented the  Conservative  Party  with  five 
seats  when  he  acted  as  Commissioner 
under  the  Bill  of  1885;  there  is  Mr. 
Greer,  the  Unionist  ;  and  Mr.  George 
Fottrell,  of  whom  I  think  it  would  be  a 
strong  thing^  to  say  that  he  was  an 
active  Nationalist.  Will  the  House  allow 
it  to  be  said  that  they  refused  to  remit  to 
such  a  tribunal  the  very  class  of  cases 
which  the  right  hon.  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  said  were  a  small  class  of 
cases,  the  fringe  of  this  great  and  burn- 
ing question  ?  Sir,  this  House  may  once 
more  reject  this  Bill,  but  I  do  not  think 
it  is  likely.  The  House  has  passed  a 
stronger  Bill,  and  so  has  the  House  of 
Lords  with  which  we  are  now  threatened 
by  the  Member  for  Armagh.  This 
House  seems  to  conduct  all  its  proceed- 
ings now  under  the  threat  of  the  House 
of  Lords.  The  House  of  Lords  seem  to 
have  a  mortgage  on  the  House  of  Com- 
mons which  appears  to  be  only  a  limited 
owner,  whose  estate  will  be  dealt  with  in 
some  other  way  when  it  reaches  another 
place.  The  Bill  of  1881— "The  Cham- 
berlain  Act" — took  only  one  day  and  a 
Morning  Sitting  to  debate,  and  this  very 
moderate  Bill  has  occupied  three  days, 
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although  it  is  said  that  the  House  of 
House  of  Lords  will  be  sure  to  give  it  its 
quietus.  I  beg  the  House  to  con- 
sider the  proportions  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  the  fact  that  at  present 
Ireland  is  absolutely  at  peace.  Do 
not  let  the  argument  be  put  into  the 
mouths  of  Irishmen  that  it  is  only  by 
crime  and  bloodshed  they  can  get  justice. 
Remember  the  past ;  for  just  as  engineers 
allow  that  for  every  £100,000  expended 
on  works  so  many  human  lives  must 
perish,  so  for  every  section  on  the  Statute 
Book  in  the  interest  of  Ireland  so  much 
blood  has  been  spilt  and  so  much  agita- 
tion has  had  to  be  conducted.  If  the 
Nationalist  Members  are  agitators,  why 
not  knock  the  ground  of  agitation  from 
under  our  feet  ?  Why  not  restore  these 
unfortunate  tenants  to  their  holdings  and 
give  them  another  chance  ?  And  then, 
having  done  Ireland  justice,  you  may 
appear,  as  is  certainly  not  now  the  case, 
at  the  bar  of  the  world's  justice  with 
clean  hands. 

•Mr.  macartney  (Antrim,  S.) 
said,  it  would  probably  be  a  matter  of 
absolute  indifference  to  the  Irish  land- 
lords in  what  class  of  humanity  or  of 
enlightenment  the  Chief  Secretary  might 
be  pleased  to  place  them.  None  of  them 
were,  at  all  events,  so  thoroughly  be- 
nighted as  not  to  understand  the  position 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  that  it 
was  from  the  hollow  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Longford^s  hand  that  he  produced  his 
policy.  The  course  pursued  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  been  unpreceilented, 
for  instead  of  justifying  his  measure  by 
reference  to  the  events  which  had  led  up 
to  it,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  re- 
fused t«  look  back  on  that  extraordi- 
nary series  of  events.  If  he  had  formerly 
declined  to  discuss  those  events,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  never  have  ap- 
pointed the  Mathew  Commission.  That 
Commission  reported  on  six  points.  With 
regard  to  the  first  five,  there  was  not  one 
on  which  the  Chief  Secretary  could  not 
havtt  obtained  the  fullest  information 
without  the  Commission  at  all.  And  as 
to  the  sixth,  a  comparison  between  the 
Bill  and  the  Report  of  the  Commission 
would  show  that  the  latter  could  have 
been  very  well  dispensed  with.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
Commission  was  appointed  to  report 
on  "  the  practical  equity  of  the  case." 
Probably   that   meant   that    he   wanted 
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le  juBtificatioii  which  equity  would 
supply  for  fche  legislation  which  had 
D  forced  on  him.  Of  necessity  some 
i  had  to  be  brought  in,  because  not 
|r  the  right  hon.  Gentleman^s  sup- 
ters,  but  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
^ford  had  held  out  hopes  to  the 
sted  tenants  that  the  triumph  of  t  the 
eral  Party  would  bring  about  their 
imphant  restoration.  It  was  idle  for 
right  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  to 
w  distinctions  between  his  private  and 

official  positions.  No  such  dis- 
stions  were  drawn  in   Ireland  when 

right  hon.  Member  visited  the 
otry.  The  leaders  of  the  agitation  id 
»perary  presented  an  address  to  the 
It  hon.  Gentleman  in  which  they 
)rred  ito  "  the  lofty  position  he  held  in 

Government  of  England,  and  the 
ce  he  filled  in  the  great  Liberal 
•ty." 

da".  SHAW-LEFEVBE  (Bradford, 
itral)  :  I  held  no  official  position 
>n. 

1r.  macartney  said  that,  at  all 
nts,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  never 
k  the  trouble  to  repudiate  any  part  of 

exalted  position  attributed  to  him. 
¥as  futile  for  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
1  to  say  that  he  had  not  a  large 
bsure  of  responsibility  for  the  Plan  of 
npaign,  and  for  the  men  who  were 
7  starving  outside  the  farms  from 
ich  they  bad  to  be  evicted  because 
ir  leaders  had  not  enough  money  to 
p  them  going.  He  felt  bound  to 
ide  to  what  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
ed  should  be  passed  over.  Possibly 
right  hon.  Gentleman  thought  the 
thew  Commission  had  found  no 
ctical  equity  to  justify  this  legisla- 
L,  and  had  therefore  asked  that  a  veil 
aid  be  drawn  over  the  past  history 
this  controversy  in  Ireland.  He 
retted  to  say  that  he  could  not 
w  it  to  remain  concealed,  and  that  he 
\t  lift  the  comer  of  that  veil  in  order 
justify  the  opposition  which  he  was 
gad  to  offer  to  the  Bill.  What  was 
litted  to  be  the  origin  of  the  whole  of 
business  ?  Its  origin  was  not  the 
itions  which  took  place  in  1879,  but 
Plan  of  Campaign.  This  Plan  of 
npaign  was  the  special  and  peculiar 
cy  of  the  hon.  Member  for  East: 
^0  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork, 
was  not  approved  by  the  whole  of 
Party  with  which  those  hon.  Mem-  i 

rOL.  XXVII.  [foubth  sbbies.] 


hers  generally  acted  ;  indeed,  it  was 
promulgated  without  the  approval  and 
against  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  most 
powerful  leaders  of  the  Irish  National 
League  at  that  time.  Unfortunately, 
however,  for  the  Irish  tenants  the  advice 
of  the  more  prudent  members  of  the 
National  League  was  not  taken,  and. the 
active  propaganda  of  that  organisation 
began.  Then  the  unfortunate  tenants 
were  urged  by,  among  others,  Mr,  Deasy, 
Mr.  Peter  McDonald,  and  Mr.  O'Kelly  to 
leave  their  farms  and  to  join  the  Plan  of 
Campaign ;  and  it  was  clear  that  the 
arguments  put  forward  to  induce  the 
Irish  tenants  to  join  the  organisation 
were  not  founded  upon  agricultural  de- 
pression but  were  calculated  rather  to 
sustain  the  political  reputation  of  the 
Irish  Leaders  in  England.  Though  the 
appeals  to  the  cupidity  of  the  tenants 
had  failed  in  some  cases,  the  educational 
policy  inaugurated  by  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign was  carried  out  vigorously,  first 
by  resolutions  and  next  by  speeches  of 
hon.  Members  ;  and  in  many  cases  de- 
cisions were  forced  on  unwilling  men  by 
overt  acts  of  intimidation.  Men  who 
would  not  join  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
had  been  denounced  as  cowards,  lepers, 
and  outcasts  ?  What  had  been  the  result  ? 
On  17  estates  examined  into  by  the 
Mathew  Commission  1,000  men  were 
practically  penniless  and  dependent  on 
the  precarious  support  doled  out  by  their 
leaders  from  day  to  day.  In  defence  of 
this  policy  it  had  been  urged  that  because 
the  House  rejected  the  Bill  of  Mr.  Par- 
nell  in  1886  the  Irish  tenants  were  justi- 
fied in  joining  the  combination.  He 
refused  to  admit  that  this  would  be  a 
justification  for  the  proposals  of  the  pre- 
sent Bill,  becanse  the  Debates  in  the 
last  Parliament  proved  either  that  Mr. 
Parneirs  Bill  would  not  have  applied  to 
the  case  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
estates,  or  in  cases  where  it  did  apply 
the  terms  offered  by  the  landlords  were 
much  better.  On  the  Ponsonby  Estate, 
for  example,  out  of  190  eviction  notices 
only  22  tenants  would  have  been  dealt 
with  by  Mr.  Parnell's  Bill.  A  similar 
proportion  would  be  found  in  the  Cool- 
grain  Estate ;  while  on  the  Olphert  and 
Yandeleur  Estates  the  terms  offered  by  the 
landlords  were  infinitely  better  than  the 
tenants  would  have  obtained  under  the 
proposed  legislation  of  Mr.  Parnell.  The 
object  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign  in  1888 
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was  clearly  iddicated  by  the  hon.  Mem* 
bier  for  Cork  in  a  letter  to  one  of  his 
colleagues,  dated  August  25th,  1888. 
He  said  : — "  It  will  be  most  uecessary  to 
show  Balfour  that  bis  troubles  in  Ireland 
are  only  beginning.^'  It  bad  also  been 
urged  that  it  was  not  only  a  question  of 
rent,  but  that  o  win  ^  to  theclaims  for  arrears 
the  tenants  in  Ireland  were  justified  in 
joining  the  Plan  of  Campaign  ;  but  that 
argument  had  been  refuted  by  the 
evidence  given  before  the  Mathew  Com- 
mission by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo.  It  was  therefore  absurd  for  hon. 
Members  to  justify  the  inauguration  of 
the  Plan  of  Campaign  either  by  the  re- 
jection of  Mr.  PamelPs  Bill  or  by  the 
legislation  of  1887.  The  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign was  nothing  less  than  a  political 
movement  started,  as  had  been  avowed, 
to  destroy  landlordism,  which  was  de- 
clared to  be  the  great  and  only  prop  of 
English  rule  in  Ireland.  It  had  been  said 
by  hon.  Members  that  the  just  demands 
of  Ireland  would  never  be  granted  until 
*'the  two  curses  of  that  country — land- 
lordism and  English  rule — were  de- 
stroyed." Those  **  two  curses,"  he  was 
happy  to  say,  were  still  existing  in  Ire- 
land, notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the 
organisers  and  supporters  of  the  Plan  of 
Campaign,  though  by  it  the  position  and 
prospects  of  many  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  had  been  greatly  altered. 
A  fresh  calamity 'had  been  added  to  the 
burden  which  Ireland  bore,  a  calamity 
which  occupied  the  attention  of  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  Irish  National  Federa- 
tion early  this  year  under  the  presidency 
of  the  Rev.  Canon  Doyle,  Parish  Priest. 
A  resolution  was  passed  unanimously  by 
the  branch  stating  that  they  would  regard 
it  as  a  blessing  for  the  country  if  Messrs. 
John  Dillon  and  William  O'Brien,  in  their 
voyage  to  Boulogne,  were  sunk  in  the 
ocean.  The  practical  equities  of  the 
situation  would  have  been  dealt  with  in 
a  much  better  way  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  introduced  the  Bill  if  he  had 
promised  some  legislation  which  would 
have  protected  the  tenants  of  Ireland  and 
those  who  had  been  duped  in  the  past  by 
the-  policy  of  those  two  hon.  Members 
from  a  similar  fate  in  the  future.  The 
hon.  Member  for  tlie  Harbour  Division 
(Mr.  Harrington)  had  placed  the  whole 
responsibility  for  this  8giiation>  upon  the 
non-rejection  by  the  House  of  Mr. 
Pamell's  Bill,  but  a  speech  made  by  Mr. 

Mr.  Macartney 


Davitt  iu  1887  showed  that  neither  he 
uor  his  colleagues  would  have  been  ready 
to  accept  any  settlement  of  the  land 
queiBtion  or  of  the  agrarian  difficulty  pro- 
pounded by  the  House  of  Commons.  Mr* 
Davitt  had  warned  the  tenants  at  Sligo 
that  they  must  be  careful  about 
accepting  any  proposal  having  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  if 
they  did  they  must  expect  to  have  their 
interests  seriously  curtailed.  Long  before 
Mr,  PameU's  Bill  had  been  brought  into 
the  House  United  Ireland  declared  that 
a  campaign  against  the  landlords  was  in- 
evitable, whilst  the  policy  of  United 
Ireland  was  at  the  time  of  the  Chicago 
Convention  laid  down  in  the  well-known 
phrase  used  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  (Mr.  J.  E.  Redmond) — namely, 
that  it  was  the  policy  of  his  Party  to 
make  the  Government  of  Ireland  by 
England  impossible.  It  was  therefore 
necessary  to  start  au  agitation,  and  to 
keep  it  going  by  hook  or  by  crook.  The 
most  convenient  form  of  agitation  was 
one  attacking  the  landlords'  property,  and 
the  carrying  out  of  the  policy  thus 
adopted  had  resulted  in  over  1,000 
tenants  being  placed  in  a  most  unenviable 
position.  These  men  would  have  made 
aiTangements  with  their  landlords  long 
ago  if  it  had  not  been  for  their  leaders. 
The  evicted  tenants  did  not  get  any 
money  unless  they  sympathised  with 
one  particular  section  of  the  Irish 
Nationalist  Party.  He  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  on  what  ground  he 
supposed  that  if  this  Bill  passed  it  would 
put  an  end  to  any  portion  of  the  difficulty. 
Two  or  three  Members  for  Ireland  who 
had  spoken  had  described  the  Bill  iu 
almost  as  strong  language  as  that  in 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
(Mr.  J.  £.  Redmond)  described  the  Bill 
of  last  year,  and  he  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  point  out  one  single  utter*- 
ance  by  an  Irish  Member  in  support  of 
the  scheme  indicating  to  the  House 
that  if  the  Bill  were  aooepted  it  would 
go  any  length  whatever  towards  settling 
the  difficulty.  Not  a  single  follower  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  a 
speech  in  which  there  was  the  slightest 
enthnstaem  about  the  Bill.  The  Bill 
settled  nothing,  but  it  would  enable  the 
Irish  agitator  in  the  future,  when  he  once 
again  raised  the  agrarian  question,  to 
hold  out  the  most  solid  and  material 
ittducementa  to  the  Irish  tenants  to  adopt 
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pkn  he  fMroposed,  no  matter  how 
Dnest  thai  plaa  might  be,  beeauBe  he 
Id  be  able  to  tell  thetntbat  sooner  or 
■  there  would  be  found  some  Chief 
etarj  wh6  woold  endow  their  dis- 
>sty  with  the  money  of  the  State, 
r  far  did  the  Chief  Secretary  think 
£85O^0(D  ha  <  proposed  to  expend 
)r  this   Bill  would  go?     It  would 

an  average  sum  of  £60  for  each 
Qt  mentiooed  by  the  right  hon« 
tleman.  Bishop  Healy,  who  lived  in 
centre  of  the  Clanrioarde  district, 
told  the  Mathew  Commission  that 
Y  tenant  would  have  to  rebaild  his 
e,  and  would  have  to  be  provided 
L  capital  ito  stock  his  farm.  The 
Lop  was  asked  whether  if  the  Govern* 
t  lent  these  tenants  money  to  start 
I  in  a  farm  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
them  for  more  security  than  other 
Dts  gave,  and  his  reply  was  that  it 
Id  be  very  difficult  for  them  to  give 
Eulditional  security,  and  that  if  they  did 

additional  security  it  would  be  only 
ir  giving  security  for  Fanl  and  Paul 
Peter.  It  was  evident  under  those 
imstances  that  the  proposals  of  the 
b  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  go  to  one 
ter  of  the  way  that  was  necessary  in 
r  to  settle  the  question.  Then  the 
»  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  go  to  the 
rch  Fund  in  order  to  find  his  financial 
irce.  No  doubt  that  was  the  usual 
oe  to  which  Chief  Secretaries  had 
I  in  the  past  when  they  wanted  to 
lie  some  indefensible  policy.  If  the 
t  hon.  Gentleman  believed  that  his 
\j  was  justifiable,  and  that  Parlia- 
t  would  say  that  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
a  tenants  were  the  pick  of  the  Irish 
le,  ought  he  not  in  justice  to  his 
y  to  place  upon  the  Estimates  the 
he  was  taking  for  this  Bill  ?  Had 
right  hon.  Gentleman  done  this, 
kbers  who  supported  the  Bill  would 

had  to  defend  their  actions  before 
constituents,  and  he  (Mr.  Macartney) 
Id  like  to  have  heard  the  hon.  Mem- 
for  Shipley  (Mr.  Byles)  or  the  hon. 
\het  iof  Northampton  (Mr.  Chan- 
)  defending  a  payment  out  of  the 
urial  Exchequer  of  £250,000  to  men 

for  years  had  been  spending  their 

in  laziness  and  in  visiting  their 
is,  and  who,  according  to  one 
>rity,  had  been  drawing  £2  or  £3  a 
:   from  the  National  League.     His 

Macartney's)  constituents  had  the 


greatest  objection  to  deetng  the  IH^ 
Church  Pand  used  for  any  put^se  whichl 
would  not  generally  benefit  every  interest* 
and  every  class  of  persons  in  Irelandi 
Members  who  thought  that  by  taking 
this  £250,000  from  the  Irish  Chiircfa' 
Fund  they  would  get  off  paying  anythitig| 
had  possibly  overlooked  the  section  ot  the 
Bill  which  provided  that  the  salaries  and 
remuneration  and  all  expenses  not  others 
wise  provided  for  under  the  Bill  were  to^ 
be  pikid  out  of  the  Imperial  Revenue.  It 
was  absolutely  certain  that  if  this  Bill 
was  not  a  sham,  if  it  was  to  work  at  all, 
it  would  swallow  up  probably  double  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  estimate,  and 
therefore  an  additional  £250,000  would 
be  placed  upon  the  shoulders  of  English^ 
Welsh,  and  Scottish  taxpayers.  H^ 
doubted  very  much  whether  the  machinery 
provided  by  Section  2  of  Clause  1 
was  ever  intended  to  work,  because, 
as  had  been  pointed  out  by  the  right  h6n« 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J, 
Chamberlain),  if  it  worked  honestly  it 
must  exclude  nine-tenths  of  the  men 
whom  the  Bill  proposed  to  benefit.  Un- 
less this  Bill  were  a  sham  from  the  Irish 
point  of  view,  it  would  be  necessary  lot 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  adopt  the  view 
expressed  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Haddingtonshire  (Mr.  HaU 
dane),  and  immediately  on  an  applicatioti ' 
being  made  by  any  tenant  admit  that  he 
had  a  prima  facie  case,  and  let  a  con-* 
ditional  order  issue.  The  Commissioner^ 
were  told  to  deal  with  the  evicted  tenants 
in  groups.  He  asked  the  Chief  Secretarj^ 
to  explain  if  he  could  on  what  ground  if 
a  similar  number  of  cases  on  one  estate 
was  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  group,  he  could 
expect  Members  to  believe  that  the  ques^- 
tion  of  reasonableness  or  mireasonable* 
nesB  would  be  entertained  by  the  tribunal. 
He  took  it  that  the  whole  of  the  tenants 
would  have  to  be  reinstated  by  means  ot 
a  single  condittional  order  on  the  Cladri- 
carde  Estate,  and  that  the  Commissioners 
would  be  compelled  to  refrain  froiij 
making  any  distinction  between  the 
leaders  and  the  dupes  amongst  the  tenants,' 
and  would  have  to  place  both  leaders  and 
dupes  back  in  their  holdings  without 
having  the  slightest  regard  either  to 
reasonableness  or  unreasonableness.  Tfa^ 
settlement  under  Clause  4,  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  suggested  it  would 
be  well  for  the  landlords  to  accept,  was 
one  infinitely  worse  than  the  settlement 
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already  arrived  at  oa  tbe  Plan  of  Cam* 
paign  estates  by  matual  agreeoient  be- 
tween tbe    evicted    tenants    and    tbeir 
former  landlords.     Tbe  bon.  Member  for 
Armagb  bad  pointed  out  tbat  tbe  settle- 
ment otn  tbe  Clanricarde  Estate  was  a 
great  di^al  better.     Tbe  settlement  on  tjbe 
Olipbant  Estate  was  made  on  tbe  basis 
of  tbree  years'  rents  and  costs,  and  two 
years*  rents  and  costs.     On  tbe  Clon- 
ourry  Estate,  22  of  tbe  former   tenants 
and  tbree  new  tenants  at  tbe  old  rents 
were  on  a  21    years*   lease.      On    tbe 
Massereene  Estate  not  one  single  rein- 
statement bad  been  made  except  in  pay* 
ment  of  tbe  full  amount  due,  and  on  tbe 
Clongorey  Estate  tbere  bad  been  no  re- 
instatements.   He  took  it  tbat  tbis  estate 
would  present  one  of  tbe  greatest  diffi- 
culties under  tbe  Bill.     Tbe  wbole  area 
bad  been  levelled,  drained  and   fenced. 
Large  sums  bad  been  spent  on  tbe  im- 
provements, and  tbe  land  was  being  bigbly 
farmed  and  was  said  to  be  paying.     He 
could  not  understand  bow  tbe  tribunal 
wbicb  would  be  set  up  under  tbe  Bill,  if 
it  did  its  work  witb  impartiality,  would 
manage  to  bring  about  tbe  reinstatement 
of  tbe  tenants.     He  did  not  deny — it  was 
impossible  to  deny — tbe  existence  of  tbis 
trouble.     Tbey  migbt  as  well  deny  tbe 
existence  of  tbieves,  or  of  any  otber  form 
*  of  social  evil  tbat  existed  in  tbe  United 
Kingdom;  but  be  did  not  see  tbat  because 
a    person    recognised  tbat   tbe    trouble 
existed  tbat  tbey  were  to  deal  witb  it  in 
tbe  manner  proposed  by  tbe  rigbt  bon. 
Gentleman.     Tbe  rigbt  bon.  Gentleman 
no  doubt  looked  on  bim  (Mr.  Macartney) 
as  one  of  tbe  irreconcilable  class.     He, 
no  doubt,  was  irreconcilable  to  dealing 
witb  a  question  of  this  sort  on  tbe  basis 
proposed.     He  would  never  consent,  nor 
would  bis  constituents  consent,  to  deal 
witb  fraud   on   tbe  same  basis  as  with 
honesty.     He  would  not  consent  to  give, 
nor  would  tbey  consent  to  bis  giving,  a 
vote     in     favour     of     taking     out    of 
a   fund  replenished    annually     by    the 
industry     and     honesty     of     a     large 
number      of      tbeir      fellow      tenants, 
who  were  purchasers  under  tbe  Church 
Act,     money     for     tbe     purpose     of 
reinstating,   on    better    terms  than  any 
other  tenant  in  Ireland  enjoyed  at  the 
present  moment,  men  who  bad  openly 
avowed   their   connection  with  tbis  dis- 
honest organisation  and  had  subsisted  in 
idleness  as  a  result  of  seizing  the  land- 
Jtfr.  Macartney 


lord's  property*  They  would  ueveir  con- 
sent to  a  settlement  on  those  terms.  But 
the  right  bon..  G:entleman  opposite  had 
no  right  to  assume  that  he  (Mr.  Macart- 
ney) and  all  his  friends  had  shut  tbe  door 
to  all  possible  eettlemoit  oh  the  ques- 
tion. He  felt  convinced  that  even  if  the 
Bill  failed  to  pass  through  Paiiiaoient— 
and  he  hoped  it  would  fail-— tbe  door 
would  not  be  closed  against  a  settlement. 
There  was  no  reason  to  doubt  that  if  the 
evicted  teoants  who  were  desirous  of  re- 
turning to  theur  landlords-*and  he  be- 
lieved many  were — tbat  was  to  say,  if  the 
influences  which  prevented  many  of  them 
from  coming  to  terms  with  their  land- 
lords were  withdrawn,  be  had  no  doubl 
that  in  a  short  time,  even  at  the  eleventh 
hour,  peaceful  settlements  would  be  ar- 
rived at.  There  was  no  reason  why 
those  who  were  still  out  on  the  Olphert 
Estate  should  not  be  replaced  on  their 
farms,  like  those  who  went  in  in  1B90. 
He  could  not  overlook  the  pressure 
brought  to  bear  on  the  right  bon.  Gen- 
tleman tbe  Chief  Secretary  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen from  Ireland,  and  he  was  unable 
to  agree  that  this  was  a  Bill  brought  for- 
ward merely  for  dealing  with  the  evicted 
tenants.  He  looked  upon  it  as  a  Bill 
promoted  to  re-establish  the  reputations 
of  the  bon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  and 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork,  which  had 
been  materially  damaged  by  the  position 
of  tbe  evicted  tenants,  and  be  certainly 
never  would  be  a  party  to  advancing  in 
this  House  a  Bill  to  re-establish  the  re- 
putations of  men  who  more  than 
any  others  were  responsible  for  crime 
and  disorder  in  large  districts  of  Ire- 
land. 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
said,  be  would  not  detain  the  House 
many  moments,  but  he  hoped  that  even 
at  tbis  late  stage  of  the  Debate  hon. 
Members  would  not  be  unwilling  that  he 
should  state  tbe  views  he  held  both  aa 
regarded  tbe  Bill  and.  as  regarded  tbe 
Amendment  by  which  it  had  been  met. 
Tbe  bon.  Member  who  bad  just  resumed 
his  seatbad  stated  distinctly  that  the  action 
now  taken  by  hirosedf  and  his  friends  must 
not.be  taken  as  closing  the  door  to  a  rea- 
sonable siettlement  of  tbe  question.  If  that 
were  so,  be  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  should 
like  to  know  why  tbe  hon.  Member  and 
bis  friends  had  insisted  on  thewithdrawal 
ot  tbat  portion  of  his  Amendment  which 
sought  to  give  the  consent  of  the  House 
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i  a  jnst,  reasoDable,  and  equitable  pro- 
[)0al.     The  hot).  Member  and  his  friefids 
Eul  declined  emphatically  to  vote  for  his 
.mendroeni  if  those  words  stood.     Thej 
ad  insisted  on   the   withdrawal  of  the 
ords,  and  be  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  b6n- 
issed  he  did  not  understand  hon.  Mem- 
ers  who  said  that  they  were  prepared 
)r  an  honourable  and  'reasonable  settle* 
lent,  and  yet  insisted  on  the  withdrawal  of 
D  Amendment  which  simply  pronounced 
1  favour  of  such  a  settlement.     A  good 
eal   had   been  said   about  the  Plan  of 
!ampaign.     He   had  never  hesitated  in 
ae  House  to  express   his  views  about 
bat  measure.     He  had  denounced  it  in 
reland  and  in  England,  both  outside  and  in- 
ide  the  House  of  Commons.  But  he  would 
)oint  out  that  the  moment  they  passed 
be  13th  section  of  the  Land  Act,  under 
^hich  80  of  the  Ponsonby  Campaigners 
^ere  restored  to  their  holdings,  they  had 
►ut  themselves   out  of  court,  practiically 
peaking,  from  using  the   Plan  of  Cam- 
>aign  as  a  reason  why  these  men  should 
ot   be  reinstated.     He    was  willing  to 
enounce  the  Plan    of  Campaign   at  all 
easonable    times.       If  they  wished   to 
>rove  that  the  policy  of  the  hon.  Member 
or  Cork  and  the  policy  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mayo  from  1886  to  1890  was  an 
Dsane  and  wicked   policy,  he  was  with 
hem.     He  thought  that  policy  was  both 
Dsane    and    wicked.      It   had   cost  the 
enants   who   had  listened  to  those  two 
ion.  Members  dearly.     But  this  would  be 
admitted  by  some  hon.  Members  even  sit- 
ing on  the  Ministerial  and  Irish  Benches, 
rhough,  as  he  said,  they  had  assented  to 
he  1 3th  section  of  the  Land  Act,  and  by 
hat  had  covered  and  endorsed  the  prin- 
ciple of '  reinstatement,  he  did    not    say 
hat  they  had  committed  themselves  to 
he  proposals  of  the  Bill.     They  had  done 
lothing  of  the  kind.     Section  1 3  covered 
he  principle  of  reinstatement,  but  as  to 
he  methods  of  reinstatement  they  con- 
itituted  an  entirely  different  matter.  One 
vas  voluntary,  and  not   only   voluntary 
—they    resisted    a  proposal  to  make  it 
jompulsory,  therefore  those  of  them  who 
tupported  that  section — and  he  had  some 
esponsibility     in    regard  to    it — simply 
leclared  that  under  the   stress  of  circum- 
itances  they  were  willing  to  consider  any 
U8t  and  reasonable  grounds  for  reinstat- 
ng  these  tenants,  but  they  certainly  did 
lot  commit  themselves,  either  to  the  pro- 
[XHMils  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
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Chief    Secretary  for  Irehind,  or  to    any 
similar  pro]>o^alseontninGd  in  any  private 
Bill  hnj  light  forward   by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opjiosiJe.     Havin^j  s^iiid  that  Tniich  al>ont 
the    Amend  tiient,  whieh   he  fmnkly  ^tdd 
he  did  Tjot  approve,  he  might  now  Bay  that 
he  also  di^iiked  the  Rill,     The  Bill  was 
really  divideil    into   two    part!*,  and    he 
would  tnkti  firjit   what  was  in  reality  the 
second  part  of  the  Bill^namely,  the  part 
denlln^'^    with    the    new    tenants.       He 
thouglit     the     Cliief     Secretary  -wottld 
admit  he  iiad  *riven  some  pains  to  this 
question,  and  he  liail  devoted  some  atton- 
tiou  to  it  \mth    in    Ireland  and  here,  and 
his    deliberate    opiiiioTi    was    that   there 
would  be  at  leMt  2j(MX>  eases  to  be  dealt 
with  mider  that  portion  of  the  measure. 
He    rec^retted    to     hear     his    ri^ht    hon. 
BViend  the   Member  for   West  Birming- 
ham use  the  word    **  planter"  in  eoniiee- 
tion    with     thof^e    tenants,    hundreds    of 
whom  had  eome  into  ocenpation  after  the 
troubles  of   ]!^79-«(K      They  took  their 
holdin^g    in    the  ordinary   way,    without 
anybody  ohjeeting  ;  they  had  led   quiet 
and    indiistrions    lives    ever    wince;    and 
these  men    were    not    to  he  confonudetl 
with    the    other    denomination    of    new 
tenants  sty  led  **  planters."  The'*  planters** 
were  brought  on  to   two  eatateB  alone — 
the  Coolgraney  and   the   Massereene  es- 
tates, in  order  that  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
might    he    fnnght  ;    and    they    did    not 
number    niom    thjin    50    tenants.       He 
wished  the  IToupe  to  draw  a  distinction 
between    the     ordinary    class    of     new 
tenants  nnd  those  called  **  planters,"  who 
were  hrought  there   simply  as  an  act  of 
war  to  Hght  the  Plan  of  Campaign,     He 
took    the    two  cases   as  they    stood,  and 
what  did   the  Chief  8e(*retary  do  ?     He 
appointt^l  iiis  Arbitrator's  Court,  and  the 
old  tenant  who  had  been  out  of  his  hold- 
ing for  10,  12,  or  14  years,  would  .serve  a 
notice   or    eialm    for  reini^tatement.     He 
might    have   been    (ished    ont  from  any 
part  of  Ireland  and  might  serve  a  claim 
for  reinstatement,  and,  nnles^  the  sitting 
tenant  went  into  Conrt  and  objected,  the 
conditional  order,  orwhatwaw  tantamount 
thereto,  would  he  made  abs^olnte,  the  old 
tenant  might  l»o  pnt  back,  and  the  new 
tenant:    who    had    been    occupying    and 
farming  the  land  for  a  number  of  years 
might  ho  evicted*     He  put  it  to  the  right 
hon,  Gentleman  what  was  the  sense  of 
causing   one  eviction    to  cure  another? 
The  Govenimeot  were  simply  lighting  m 
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fire  rowid  every  one  of  these  homesteads,  >  it  was  cxceediogly  probable,  he  Jttight> 


and  -were  causing   trouble  where  peace 

Siw  reigned.    That  was  a  very  unwise 
ing  for  any  Government  to  do.     The 
Chief  Secretary  said  that  the  new  tenants 
would,  after  this  Bill  had  been  passed, 
Ve  as  safe  as  at«  present.    That  might  be 
true  as  regarded  the  "  planters,"  but  it 
was  not  true  as  regarded  the  other  new 
tenants.     As  he  had  said,  the  new  tenant 
was  living  in  peace  in  hundreds  of  cases, 
and  to  light  this  fire  around  these  home* 
st^eads  was  a  most  serious  thing.     Now, 
let  him  come  to  the  land  that  was  either 
derelict  or  being  worked  for  or  by  the 
landlord.     This  was  really  the  first  part 
of  the  Bill,  but  he  had  kept  it  to  be  dealt 
with  secondly.     At  once  he  would  say 
that  he  approved  of  the  Court  of  Arbitra- 
tion thai  was  set  up.     He  held  that  some 
Court  of  the  kind  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary ;  if   this  matter  was  to  be  settled 
there  must  be  some  plan  of  bringing  the 
two  parties   together,  the  landlord  and 
the  ex- tenant,  and  so  far  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  set  up  that 
Court  of  Arbitration  he  agreed  with  the 
proposal.     Very    well,   the    Court    was 
constituted,  and  the  old  tenant  of  these 
derelict  lands,  or  the    lands  now  being 
worked  by  or  for  tlie  landlords,  were  en- 
titled to  serve — he  was  going  to  say  an 
originating  notice,  having  heard  so  much 
of  them  lately  upstairs — a  claim  to  be 
jieinstated.     He  was  not  going  into  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  University  of 
Dublin  (Mr.  Carson),  a  most  powerful 
argument  from  the  legal  standpoint,  but 
what  he  said  was  that  he  thought  it  was 
a  very  hard  and  severe  thing  to  allow 
the  arbitrators  to  say  to  a  landlord  who 
had  ejected  his  tenants,  perhaps   years 
before,  for  non-payment  of  rent,  "  You 
must  give  up  th«t  land  which  you  are 
farming  at  a  profit ;  you  must  take  back 
these  men  who  have  conspired  to  defraud 
you ;  and  the  old  relationships  must  be 
renewed."      He  disliked    the  Bill  very 
much  on  this  account.     It  was  not  only 
.  a  hard,  but  a  dangerous  thing  for  the  Bill 
to  say,  and  he  wished   the   House  to 
realise  what  might   result  from  it.     If 
the  landlords  were  brought  face  to  face 
with  the  fact  that  these  defaulting  tenants 
were  to  be  compulsorily  forced  back  on 
their    holdings    they   would    inevitably 
S  compel  them  to  purchase,  and  wobld  in- 
..sist  upon  haying  cash  down.  He  thought 
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say  it  was  alinost  human  nature,  that  the 
landlords,   having    the  option   to  inlist 
upon   purchase   under   the    Bill,   wo^dd 
compel  these  men  to  purchase.     What 
did  that  mean,  and  he  desired  to  fix  the 
attention  of  the  House  upon  this  point  ? 
There  were  probably  3,000  tenants  who 
would  claim  under  this   section  of   the 
Act.     There  were  6,000  altogether,  but 
his  c-alculation  was  that  probably  ^OQO 
would  claim  under  this  section    of  the 
Act.     Supposing  the.  Act  were  carried 
out  and  the  whole  of  the  .5,000  tenancies 
had   to   be   dealt   with,  and   that  these 
6,000  claimants  were  thrown  upon  the 
Purchase  Acts  by  the  action  of  the  land*- 
lords,  what  was '  likely  to  happen  ?     If 
there  had  been  one  bit  of  legislation  that 
was  a  success  iu  Ireland  it  had  been  the 
land  purchase  system  ;    under  it  nearly 
30,000  freeholders  had  been  created,  and 
the  process  of  creating  them  was  goin^ 
on  apace  every  day.     Not  only  that  but» 
what  was  more  important  still,  there  had 
been  absolutely  no  default  in  payment  of 
the    instalments  worth   mentioning ;    it 
was  the  most  successful  piece  of  Irish 
legislation  of  the  century.  It  had  worked 
well,  and  every  one  who  knew  Ireland, 
every   one  who  looked   forward  to  the 
peace  of  Ireland,  looked  to  these  Pur- 
chase  Acts   as   the  ultimate  means  by 
which  that  peace  was  to  be  secured.    He 
confessed  that   he   hesitated  about  this 
Bill  because  of  the  danger  which  iu  his 
opinion  was  likely  to  happen  to  this  pur- 
chase   system.      Should    the  .  landlords 
compel      the     tenant     to     buy,      and 
that     was    certain,    they    would    abso- 
lutely  throw   on    the  purchase    system 
5,000      men      who  —  and      he      said 
it  without  any  disrespect  to  these  men, 
who  were  iu  an  unfortunate  position-^ 
were  absolutely  paupers ;  and  they  pro- 
posed to  pled|a:e  the  credit  of  the  British 
taxpayer  for  these  men.     Where  was  the 
security  ?     When  he  sat  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House  in  the  year  1891  he 
heard   speech   after   speech    from   those 
Benches  against  the  laud  purchase  system 
because  of  the  risk  it  carried  to  the  British 
taxpayer.     But  the  state  of  things  there 
was  the  case  of  solvent  tenants  ;  they  hid 
the  tenants^  tenant-right  at  their  ba^k^ 
and  the  landlords^  interest  and  the  land- 
lords^ guarantee  deposit.     Now,  he  said, 
they  were  running  the  risk  of  throwing 
6,000  men  who  were  in  a  state  of  simple 
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i^uperiam  right  athi^art  ike  puroba^e: 
(ystem  withoiit  any  security  at  all.  The 
9kuAf  no  doubt,  was  there,  but  it 
ffM  in  a  derelict  ^tate  and  would 
ake  years  and  aiarge  amount  of  capital, 
¥hich  these  men  did  not  possess,  to 
>riQg  it  back  to  heart  and  intocultiva- 
ion.  He  said  it  was  one  of  the  most 
langierous  experiments  that  bad  ever  been 
nade  in  agrarian  legislation.  In  his 
>plnion  that  point  was  difficult  enough,  but 
he  powers  that  they  gave  to  this  temporary 
3oard  were  enormous,  and  it  would,  in 
act,  be  simply  a  new  Land  Commission 
^ppoJQted  for  political  purposes.  This  was 
mother  great  blot  on  the  Bill.  He  could 
lave  understood  it  if  tbe  Chief  Secretary 
tad  appointed  the  Land  Commission  to 
leal  with  this  matter.  But  what  would 
he  new  Court  of  Arbitration  know  about 
air  rent  ?  There  could  not  be  a  better 
President  of  the  new  court  than  Mr. 
i^iers  White,  but  what  did  he  know  about 
air  rent  ?  This  temporary  Commission 
lad  absolute  power  to  bring  the  greatest 
lifficulty  into  the  working  of  the  Land 
!])ommi8sion  itself.  That  he  regarded  as 
>  great  blot  on  the  Bill.  With  regard 
0  the  question  of  compulsion,  to  which 
11  the  opponents  of  the  Bill  objected, 
le  wished  to  point  out  that  the  so-called 
precedents  drawn  from  the  free-sale 
lauses  of  the  Land  Act  and  the 
tent  Redemption  Act  were  not 
n  all-fours  with  the  present  pro- 
osal.  Under  the  former,  if  the  land- 
>rd  objected  he  had  the  right  of  pre- 
mption,  and  in  that  way  could  prevent 
he  compulsion  being  made  operative 
pen  him  ;  and  as,  to  the  Rent  Redemp- 
ion  Act  and  the  power  given  to  the  long 
^aseholder  to  compel  his  landlord  to  elect 
etween  a  fair  rent  and  selling  the  free- 
old,  there  was  the  widest  difference  be- 
weeu  the  case  of  the  long  leaseholder 
rho  had  never  previously  had  the 
enefit  of  any  Land  Act  and  the  man 
rho  had  had  all  the  benefits  and  had 
eliberately  thrown  them  away.  The  two 
Eises  were  not  to  be  named  in  the  same 
reath.  Having  said  so  much,  he  might 
e  asked,  "  Wben  you  object  to  the  Bill 
nd  when  you  object  to  the  Amendment, 
hat  would  you  propose  yourself  ?  "  He 
Hd  he  migbt  fairly,  be  aslqed  that,  and  if 
e  were  (asked  the  q^estiQn,  he  would 
[it  the  answer  to.  it  in  a  three-fold  way. 
.8  he  had,  said^  he  .should  unhesi- 
ktingly   have    s^t    ^p    this    Qoutrd    of 


ArbttralLou,  but  he  Bhould  havem&deita 

Board  of  Conetliatioii,  and  he  should  have 
denied  to  it  a  singfe  acorn  of  eouipukory 
power, 

Mr.  T,  M,  HEALY:    What  would 
you  do  with  Lord  Claiiricwrde  ? 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said,  he  had 
thought  of  t.hatf  and  he  admitted  that  that 
noblemau  was  a  difficulty^  but  he  wiehetl 
to  say  he  in  no  way  receded  from  the 
position  he  took  up  iu  regard  in  the 
noble  Lord.  He  quite  admitted  that 
the  chief  difficulty  would  be  found  on 
the  estate  of  Lord  Clauricarde,  but,  leav- 
ing that  eatnte  out  of  the  C(uet*tioQ  for  the 
present,  he  saiii  that  coin|iulsioti  was  the 
firi?t  difficulty  that  might  have  been 
avoided  hy  making  the  Board  a  Board  of 
Conciliation.  The  second  difficaJty  was 
that  dit^iionesty  and  illegality  were  to  be 
rewarded.  How  eon  Id  that  have  been 
avoided  ?  By  gimply  drawing  the  Bill 
on  the  liuoB  of  the  13  th  section 
of  the  Act  of  I8^>l"by  making  it 
a  pni chase  Bill,  and  not  a  teimnts^ 
reinstatement  Bill.  He  saw  tbe  right 
hon,  Cxentleman  had  initicipated  Inin, 
and  wa.^  at  guce  ready  to  ask  where 
his  security  was  ?  He  had  not  foiyotteii 
that.  The  Governmeat  gave  the  Chirrcb 
surphis  away  to  the  Irieli  landlord ; 
he  would  not  do  that,  but  he?  would  have 
put  in  a  spet^Hc  sum  of  tbe  Church 
surplus  or  county  cesi*  in  lieu  of  the  land- 
lord'^ guarantee  deposit,  and  he  would 
thus  give  the  British  taN  payer  a  better 
security  for  these  men  than  the  British 
taxpayer  had  now  for  a  i^olvent  tenant. 
In  other  words,  for  the  landlord's 
guarantee  deposit,  which  was  removeJ, 
he  should  have  put  in  a  speeific  sum  of 
the  Church  surplus,  and  if  the  landlord 
was  to  get  any  arrears,  then  lie  should 
have  added  the  arrears  to  tbe  purchase 
money,  and  by  that  mean:^  prevented  the 
te n an  t  bei  n  «^'  re w a r d od  f o i ■  d  i  s h o a es  ty  and 
made  biai  jiay  for  bis  own  wrong-doing-. 
That  8  til  I  would  not  have  affected  the  new 
tenants,  anil  he  thought  they  might  have 
been  dealt  with  in  another  way  also.  He 
could  never  be  brought  to  vote  for  a 
prop<kt^al  whieh  said  to  a  man  who  had 
been  living  peaceably  oii  a  farm  for  12 
or  It  ycan^,  "Yon  must  give  up  your 
holding  Ui  the  man  who  previously  had 
it."  Bnt,  at  the  ^ame  time^  he  should 
haye  i»een  willing  to  inquire  into  the 
cirenmsttiiiceri  muJer  which  the  former 
tenant'  was  put  out,  and   be  did  not  acf 
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yfhj  in  those  cases  it  would  not  have 
been  possible  to  have  tried  the  experiment 
of  taking  land  elsewhere  for  these  people 
and  settling  them  in  other  parts  of  Ire- 
land. If  in  a  residue  of  cases  no  settle- 
ment could  be  found,  he  should  delibe- 
rately use  the  residue  of  the  Emigration 
Fund  in  order  to  give  the  deserving 
cases  a  chance  of  earning  their  livelihood 
in  other  and  more  favoured  climes. 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Before  the 
hon.  Member  sits  down  will  he  tell  us 
what  he  would  do  with  Lord  Clanricarde  ? 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said,  he  had 
already  said  that  Lord  Clanricarde  was  a 
great  diflSculty,  and  if  the  hon.  Member 
would  bring  in  a  Bill  to  expropriate  Lord 
Clanricarde,.  he  might  put  his  (Mr. 
Russell's)  name  on  the  back  of  it.  He 
did  not  think  he  could  go  much  further 
than  that  or  speak  much  more  plainly. 
But  he  greatly  regretted  having  to  con- 
demn the  Bill,  because,  after  everything 
was  said  in  denunciation  of  the  Plan  of 
Campaign,  these  poor  people  were  still 
on  the  roadside,  and  the  difficulty  was 
there.  Months  ago  he  said  in  The  Fort- 
nightly Review  that  he  desired  that  this 
sore  should  be  healed.  He  still  desired 
it,  and  it  was  a  very  regretful  fact  for 
him  that  he  was  unable  under  the  circum- 
stances to  support  the  Bill. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
R.  T.  Reid,  Dumfries,  &c.)  :  From  the 
statement  of  every  gentleman  who  has 
spoken  in  the  course  of  this  Debate,  I  think 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  there  is  a  real  social 
evil  that  requires  treatment.  There  have 
been  certain  questions  asked  which  the 
Government  should  endeavour  to  give  an 
answer  to.  There  has  been  some  criti- 
cism by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Dublin  University 
(Mr.  Carson)  as  to  which  I  have  to  say 
a  few  words,  and  then  to  pass  on  to  other 
criticisms  by  other  hon.  Gentlemen, 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  and 
others  have  said  this  Bill  is  unfair  in 
three  views — ^unfair  to  the  landlord,  unfair 
to  the  new  tenant,  and  unfair  to  the 
State.  It  is  said  to  be  unfair  to  the 
landlords  because  it  takes  the  property 
from  their  occupation  without  giving 
compensation.  That  statement  was 
made  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, and  I  was  astonished  to  hear  it, 
because  compensation  is  given.  In  the 
first  instance,  by  this  proposal  t^  years 
arrears  of  rent  are  given  which  Idther- 
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wise  would  be  absoltitely  hopeless.  In 
the  second  place,  under  this  Bill  the 
arbitrators  can  impose  any  conditions 
they  think  fit.  And,  in  the  third  place, 
the  landlord  may  protest  himself  by 
insisting  upon  purchase.  Then  it  is 
said  the  landlord  would  obtain  insolvent 
tenants.  The  answer  to  that  is  that  in 
the  first  instance  he  retains  in  his  hands 
the  holding  as  security  for  the  payment 
of  rent,  and  in  the  second  place  he  can 
insist  upon  full  payment  in  cash  for  the 
value  of  the  holding  before  he  is  com- 
pelled to  part  with  it.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell)  said  ii  was  nnfair  to  compel  a 
landlord  to  accept  an  obnoxious  tenant, 
as  he  would  be  compelled  under  this  Bill. 
What  is  the  purpose  of  the  free-sale 
clauses  of  the  Act  of  1881  ?  Any  land- 
lord may  be  compelled  by  any  tenant, 
unless  he  chooses,  to  exercise  the  powers 
which  we  have  given  him.  I  have  been 
asked  whether  the  power  of  insisting  on 
the  purchase  applies  to  those  cases  in 
which  the  old  tenant  takes  the  place  of 
the  new  tenant  as  well  as  those  cases  in 
which  the  landlord  was  himself  in  oc- 
cupation. The  answer  is  that  those  who 
framed  and  drew  this  Bill  so  believed  ; 
the  power  is  the  same  in  both  cases, 
but  if  it  turns  out  there  is  any  difficnltj 
on  that  subject  the  (matter  can  be  put 
right  in  Committee.  And,  lastly,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  asks  me 
with  regard  to  the  improvements  which 
are  made  by  the  ilandlord,  and  asks  me 
whether  those  improvements  will  be 
taken  into  consideration  ?  The  answer 
is  that  they  will,  of  course,  be  con- 
sidered in  fixing  the  fair  rent. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  under  the  Bill 
power  is  given  to  the  arbitrators  to  do 
complete  justice  in  the  case  of  ^such  im- 
provements. 1  think  I  have  endeavoured 
to  answer  all  the  points  which  have  been 
urged  as  regards  the  alleged  unfairness 
to  the  landlords.  I  come  now  to  the 
question  whether  it  is  unfair  to  the  new 
tenants.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  the  University  of  Dublin  said  it  was 
monstrous  that  a  tenant  in  occupation 
should  be  liable  to  be  disturbed,  after  15 
years  of  occupation,  at  the  will  of  an 
arbitrator.  The  answer  is,  there  is  no 
such  power  contained  in  the  Bill.  No 
person  who  is  a  tenant  bond  fide  in 
occupation  of  the  land  is  liable  to  be  dis- 
turbed   except  with  his  own  consent. 
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he  hon.  nod  leBrtied  Gentleman  hwn,  for 
le  moment,  overlooked  the  clause  in  this 
ill  dealing  ivitk  this  matter,  or  he  would 
)ver  have  given  the  sanotion  of*  hie 
ithoritj  to.  the  statement  that  any 
^nant  can  be  disturbed  under  thte  BiU. 
o  tenant  eaa  be  dieturlied  under  the 
ill  without  his  eonsent*  It  is  ex* 
ressly  staled  in  the  Bill  that  as  soon  as 
rer  the  tenant  in  occupation  expresses 
is  dibsent  to  further  proceedings,  on 
lat  objection  the  whole  proceedings  at 
Ace  bome  to  an  end.  The  hon«  and 
arned  Member  also  asked  what  com- 
ansation  was  to  be  paid  to  the  new 
^nauts  in  the  event  of  being  obliged  to 
[>  out  oi  the  holdings  ;  and  he  ap« 
urently  regarded  the  Bill  lis  most 
afective  in  the  particular  that  com* 
dusation  was  not  provided  for  the  new 
iuants.  If  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
9r  will  look  at  the  drd  section  of  the 
till  he  will  find  that  most  ample  powers 
re  given  to  the  arbitrators,  by  which 
ley  are  enabled  to  say  what  sum  is  to 
B  given  to  the  new  tenant  in  con- 
deration  of  the  reinstatement  of  the  old 
mant. 

Mr.  CARSON  said,  what  he  stated 
'as  that  the  Bill  ought  to  provide  the 
ime  compensation  to  the  new  tenant 
i  was  given  in  the  Act  of  1870  if 
le  tenant  was  being  disturbed  by  the 
bndlcHrd. 

Sir  R.  T.  R£ID  :  I  at  once  accept 
le  hon.  and  learned  Grentleman's  state- 
lent.  I  am  quoting  from  The  Times 
tport,  which  gives  him  as  saying — 

**  He  should  like  to  know  upon  what  prin- 
ple  the  compensation  to  the  new  tenant  was 
>  be  assessed  ?  Under  the  provisions  of  the 
ill,  as  he  understood  them,  the  new  tenant 
as  to  receive  some  compensation^one-half 
3wn  and  one-half  to  be  secured  by  the 
K>mi8sory  note  of  the  evicted  tenant." 

Mr.  CARSON  :  I  went  on  to  say  he 
aght  to  get  the  same  compensation  as 
nder  the  Act  of  1870. 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  (quoting)  : 

"Under  the  Act  of  1870,  the  landlord  who 
imed  out  a  tenant  was  obliged  to  compensate 
im  for  distarbance,  the  amount  ranging  from 
nee  to  seven  years'  rent  on  his  holding/' 

^hat  I  understood  the  learned  Gentle- 
tan's  argument  to  be  was  that,  in  effect, 
e  questioned  the  position  that  the 
rbitrators  were  empowered  to  deal  fairly 
1th  the  tenant  in  the  matter  of  com- 
Bnsation.  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
rentleman  will  look  at  the  drd  clause. 


Sub-section  6,  of  this  Bill  he  will  find 
that  the  discretion  of  the  arbitrators  is 
i^nf  ettered  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  the 
consideration  for  the  reinstatement  of  the 
old  tenant  that  is  to  be  awarded  to  the 
new  tenant.  But  it  is  said  that  the  new 
tenant  -will  be  exposed  to  violence  and 
intimidation,  and  that  he  will  therefore 
be  obliged  to  go  out  whether  he  likes  it 
or  not.  As  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary  has  stated,  he  will  be  as 
safe  then  as  he  is  now.  If  he  is  in  an 
unsafe  position  at  the  present  moment  it 
is  a  deplorable  thing,  and  one  which 
justifies  him  in  demanding  the  protection 
which  he  now  enjoys  of  the  executive 
authority  in  Ireland,  and  that  protection, 
of  course,  will  be  continued  to  him.  If 
he  is  in  danger  by  reason  of  the  un- 
fortunate past  history  of  the  last  14  or  15 
years  in  Ireland,  that  is  the  source  of  his 
danger,  and  it  will  not  be  by  reason  of 
this  Bill  that  he  will  find  himself  in  any 
jeopardy.  Lastly,  it  is  stated  that  this 
Bill  is  unfair  to  the  State.  If  there  is 
any  danger  in  the  case  of  these  new 
tenants,  there  is  a  like  danger  in  the 
case  of  the  old  purchase  schemes  and  for 
the  same  reasons.  It  must,  however,  be 
admitted  that  where  Parliament  has 
trusted  the  tenants  with  advances  of 
money  for  the  purchase  of  their  holdings, 
in  no  instance  has  Parliament  been  dis- 
appointed in  the  results.  It  has  unques- 
tionably been  proved  that  the  instalments 
are  repaid  punctually,  and  I  say  that 
even  if  there  were  any  risk  in  a  com- 
paratively small  matter  like  this — though 
I  believe  there  will  be  no  more  risk  than 
in  the  ordinary  transactions  under  the 
Purchase  Act — for  my  part,  I  am  per- 
fectly prepared  to  run  some  risk  for  the 
purpose  of  ending  this  deplorable  state 
of  things.  Speaking  of  Clause  1,  deal- 
ing with  a  primd  facie  case  for  reinstate- 
ment, the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
the  Dublin  University  asked  what  con- 
stituted such  a  primd  facie  case  for 
reinstatement,  and  wherein  did  it  differ 
with  the  provision  that  followed  to  the 
effect  that  the  arbitrators  are  to  be  em- 
powered to  act  where  there  has  been 
unreasonable  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
landlord  or  tenant.  Sir,  I  am  not  going 
to  discuss  minutely  the  words  in  which 
this  clause  is  framed.  I  do  not  think 
a  Second  Reading  Debate  is  the 
proper  time  for  a  verbal  —  which 
is  necessarily  a  minute-^eritioism  of  the 
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IftDgaage  of  the  BilU  But  this  ia  per* 
fecdy  Qieur :  the  iatention  ef  the.  Bill — 
and  I  heli6¥e  it  ia  fairlj  carried  out  by 
these  worda,  although  jou  might  fifiti 
other  words  equally  applicable — ^aud  the 
purpose  of  the  Bill  is  that  the  arbitrators 
should  bo  able  to  go  into  a  district,  con* 
sider  the  circuiustances  of  the  district 
and  of  the  evictioD,  and  it  is  the  essence 
of  the  matter  that  they  should  be  able 
to  say  what  is  the  proper  and  reasonable 
thing  to  be  done  in  regard  to  reinstate* 
ments  in  the  district.  They  are  intended 
to  be  the  bearers  of  amnesty  and  the  mes* 
sengers  of  reconciliation,  so  far  as  they 
could  be,  armed  with  power  to  say  what 
is  a  fair  and  reasonable  thing  to  do  for 
the  solution  of  a  difficulty  which  is  ad- 
mittedly a  very  grave  one.  Of  course, 
for  that  purpose  it  is  intended  that  their 
powers  shall  be  ekstic,  and  that  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Bill  shall  be  sufficient,  that 
these  gentlemen  who  are  to  constitute 
the  tribunal^-aiid  against  whom  nothing 
has  been,  nor,  I  believe,  can  be,  said — 
shall  have  the  authority  to  arrive  at 
settlements.  Passing  from  these  criti- 
cisms, which  I  thought  it  was  right  to 
answer,  I  come  now  to  the  questions  of 
policy  contained  in  the  Bill,  and  to  the 
observations  which  have  been  made  upon 
that  policy.  And,  in  the  first  instance, 
I  would  say  that  there  are  very  few 
gentlemen  who  will  deny  that  it  is  of  the 
highest  public  importance  to  settle  this 
question,  if  it  can  be  settled.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham in  his  speech  to-night  said  no 
case  whatever  had  been  made  out  for  any 
Bill  of  this  character,  and  that  there  was 
no  case  of  a  great  social  evil  or  adminis- 
trative difficulty.  I  should  be  surprised 
if  many  gentlemen  in  the  House  believed 
that.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said, 
in  the  first  instance,  that  the  figures  must 
be  illusory  which  had  been  supplied  by 
the  Chief  Secretary,  for  between  the 
years  1879  and  1886  there  was  something 
like  24,000  evictions  in  Ireland,  and  since 
then  there  must  have  been  more  added 
to  the  number.  The  answer  to  that  is 
this.  There  were  no  doubt,  many  evic- 
tions from  1879  to  1886,  numbering  be- 
tween 20,000  and  30,000,  or  perhaps 
more.  But  in  many  of  these  cases  the 
tenants  have  goii^e  back,  either  by  re- 
suming possession  as  tenants  or  caretakers, 
pr  their  interests  have  been  purchased  by 
others.     The  figures  given  by  the  Chief 
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Secretary  were  derived  from  the  authd- 
Fity  of  the  police,  ^and  they  comprised 
the  oases  of  eviotod  farms  unlet,  and  of 
evicted  farms  io  the  hands  of  new  tenHUta^ 
in  regttvd  to  whieh  some  claim  is  still 
advanced  on  the  part  of  the  evicted 
tenant*  That  is  the  list  with  which  the 
Chief  Secretary  alone  has  had  to  deal,  or 
has  attempted  to  deal ;  therefore  it  is 
that  the  figures  given  before  the  Fkirnell 
Commission  and  the  figures  given  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  are  perfectly  reconcilable. 
But  I  turn  again  to  the  question  whether 
it  is  true  that  a  settlement  of  this  difficulty 
is  imperative.  The  right  hon.  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  says  there  is  no 
necessity  for  anything  of  the  kind-. 
That  is  not  the  language  which  has 
been  used  by  other  gentlemen  in 
the  course  of  this  Debate.  For  in- 
stance, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Bodmin  used  language  of  a 
very  significant  character  upon  theocca** 
sion  of  the  First  Beading  <^  this  Bill. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said— « 

"  There  was  a  ragged  clonti  of  witnesses  in 
Ireland  betokening  the  existence  of  an  enl 
which  had  threatened  civil  war  in  the  past,  and 
the  continued  existence  of  wjiich  constituted  a 
threat  of  a  renewal  of  civil  war  in  the  future." 

It  must  also  be  pointed  out  that  in  the 
year  1891,  when  Clause  13  of  the  Act  of 
that  year  was  introduced,  it  was  done,  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  has 
said,  because  it  was  recognised  that  there 
was  a  real  and  grave  social  difficulty  to 
be  met  in  the  existence  of  these  evicted 
tenBnts,and  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  has  himself  again  repeated 
to-day — what,  indeed,  has  been  repeated 
by  a  good  many  gentlemen,  including  the 
late  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  in  the 
course  of  this  Debate — that  there  is  a 
condition  of  things  which  it  would  be 
most  desirable  should  be  put  an  end  to. 
That  being  so,  what  other  alternativea 
can  be  proposed  ?  This  Debate  has  not 
been  very  fertile  in  alternatives,  but  two 
or  three  suggestions  have  been  made. 
One  is  that  the  13th  section  of  the  Land 
Act  of  1891  should  be  continued,  and, 
perhaps,  slightly  enlarged.  The  history 
of  that  section  does  not  afibrd  grqund.fw 
the  belief  that  if  it  was  renewed  it  would 
be  operative  for  the  purpose,  desired. 
Under  that  clause  only  about  200  tenants 
were  [restored  to  their  holdings.  It  i« 
true  that  the  section  wa^  iu  f orc^  only  for 
for  SIX  mouths  ;  but,  it  is  also  tvue  tba$^ 
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'  tbiog  ift.i^faqolutal^-  Ab^uDi*  and  I  dq  noli 
tbinS  that  imj.  Uugunge  .tbM  ooukl  be 
uaed  would  be  too  strong  tp  express  tba 
danger  that  has  for  many  years  existed 
to  tliat  part  of  the  oouutry  by  re^sou)  of 
the  relations  of  landlord  and  tenant. upon 
the  Clanricarde  Estate.    But,  apart  from 
the  peculiarities  and  idiosyncrasies  of  ibe 
laodlord  in   that  particular  case,   there 
are,  as  the  Matbew  Commission  pointed 
out,  many  cases  outside  the  Clanricarde 
Estate  in    which   both  sides  would    be 
willing  to  agree  if  a  little  compulsion 
was  brought  to  bear.     They  do  not  Like 
to  give  in  or  to  acknowledge  themselves 
defeated,  but  there  is  ground  for  believing 
that    the     interposition    of    Parliameut 
would  be  welcomed  by  the  persons  prin^ 
cipally  concerned.     It  has   been  asked 
why  there  should  be  a  special  tribunal^ 
and  why  the  matter  should  not  have  beeo 
left  to  the  ordinary  tribunals.     One  con* 
elusive   reason   is   that    it    is    desirable 
that  these  cases  should  be  settled  with  the 
utmost  despatch,  and  that  if  a  final  sola* 
tion   can   be  found  there  should   be  n4i 
delay  in  arriving  at  it.     An  attack  has 
been  made  upon  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
upou  ethical  grounds,  and   it  has   been 
urged  that  it  is  likely  to  encourage  future 
disor  lers  by  securing  some  immunity  for 
those  who  for  their  own  purposes  have 
embarked  upou  a  policy  of  defiance  of 
the  law.      But  what  are  the  facts,  as 
was  most  fairly  admitted  by  the  Member 
for    South    Tyrone  ?       That   the  great 
bulk  of  the  persons  affected  by  the  Bill 
are  in  their  present  poor  and   miserable 
condition  not   by  their  own   fault,    but 
rather  by  their  own  misfortune*     He  has 
spoken  of  many  harsh   and  unjust  evio- 
tions,  under  which  the  teuants  still  stand 
unredressed,  aud  will  continue  to  do  hQj 
unless   they  can  obtain  redress  by  this 
Bill.     I  should  have  thought  that  any<- 
one  familiar   with  the  course    of   Irii^b 
legislation  must  have  been  struck  by  .one 
feature  of   it.     The  curse  of  the  whole 
Irish  land  legislation  of  the  last  13  years 
has  been  that  it  has  come  too  late  ;    and 
on  each  occasion  when  some  scanty  and 
tardy  instalment  of  justice  towards  the 
Irish  tenants  has   beeu  carried,   it   has 
been  found  that  a  number  of  persons  who 
have  l)een  overwhelmed  with  excessive 
rents,  or  the  arrears  cf  excessive  rents, 
have  lost  their  hold  on  their  farms  before 
the  relief  came  which  was  extended  to 
them  by  the  Act  of .  Parliament.     Xh^ 


it»  apart  from  it,  there  ia  power  under 
i  Irish  Lajad  Acta  by.  whiehy  if  they 
sire  it,  the  landlord  and  ihe  t^baat  of 
evicted  farm  can  t'e-oreate  die  tenancy 

the  purpose,  of  effecting  a  sale,  and 
3,  if  they  thought  fit,  take  advantage 
the  Land  Purchase  Acts.  If  that  is 
these  ciroumstaneea  show  that  mere 
rmissive  legislation  for  the  purpose  of 
ibling  landlords  and  tenants  to  come 
:ether  with  the  view  of  a  sale  will  not 
Hce  to  meet  the  difficulty.  It  may  be 
kt  there  ia  temper,  or  a  sense  of  wrong 
injustice,  upon  one  aide  or  both,  which 
i  keep  these  persons  too  often  apart,  but 
is  the  case  that,  notwithstanding  the 
stence  of  these  powers  to  effect  a  sale 
mutual  agreement,  only  about  200  of 
»se  cases  have  been  brought  about, 
en  it  is  said  there  ought  to  be  power 
en  to  Commissioners  or  arbitrators  to 
rchase  land  In  other  parts  of  Ireland 
order  to  re-settle  the  evicted  tenants 
>n  this  land.  I  am  speaking 
>n      this      without      any      pretence 

be  an  authority  on  the  mat- 
.  But  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the 
lit  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
position  are  uudoubtedly  authorities 
this   matter.      The   Chief   Secretary 

stated  that  the  Congested  Districts 
kuses  of  the  late  Land  Purchase  Act, 
bling  hind  to  be  purchased  and  applied 
that  way,  have  been  a  failure,  and  I 
leratood  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
intimate  some  degree  of  assent  to  the 
tement.  All  I  can  say  is  this  :  the 
lef  Secretary  has  stated  his  entire 
lingness  to  consider  any  fair  clause 
that  purpose  that  might  bo  proposed 
uld  be  introduced  into  the  Bill.  If 
clauses  of  that  kind  could  be  inserted 
luxiliary  for  the  purpose  and  example 
dealing  with  the  case  of  the  new 
ftnts  who  did  not  choose  to  vacate 
[r  farms  in  favour  of  the  old  tenants, 
oagine  that  such  cUuses  will  receive 
curable  consideration.  The  fact  of  the 
;ter  is  this :  that  ail, these  meUiods  of 
iement  aredefeotive  in  one  particular, 

that  is,  they  are  .not  compulsory. 
3  hou.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
gested  that  a  Board  of  Conciliation 
:ht  be  formed.  But.  does  anybody 
)  knows  anything  about  the  wretched, 
erable  Clanricarde  Estate — or  several 
3rs  not  much  better — believe  that  any 
i  of  permissive,  legislation  would 
le  such  a  sore  as  exists  there  ?     The  { 
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right  hbn.  Member  for  West  Birminghain 
said  that  every  amendment  of  the  Land 
Law   in  Ireland  brought  a  new  crop  of 
grievances.     Yes,  but  every  Amendment 
of  the  Land  Law  in  Ireland,  hitherto,  had 
placed  a  certain  number  of  persons  in  a 
most  unfair  position  in  comparison  with 
their  neighbours,  and  by  accident  or  mis- 
fortune they  were  deprived  of  the  benefits 
which  they  saw  conferred  at  their  very 
doors  upon  others,  and  which  were  in- 
tended  alike  for  them.      The  Land  Act 
of  1881  did  nothing  for  the  victims  of 
the   two   preceding  years  of    1879  and 
1880,   and    yet  everybody   knows  that 
that   was    a    time    of   the    direst    and 
most  extreme  distress,   and   that  there 
were  constant  evictions  for  the  non-pay- 
ment of  rents,  which  were  far  beyond 
what   were  afterwards   justified   in  the 
Land  Courts.      The   Act  of   1887   did 
nothing  for  the  victims  of  the  five  pre- 
ceding  years.      The  Act  of  1891,  it  is 
true,    made    a    well-made     attempt    at 
settlement  by  the  13th  clause,  but  unfor- 
tunately, from  the  causes  I  have  already 
referred  to,  it  was  to  a  large  extent  in- 
operative.     Therefore  the  mischief  re- 
mains to  the  present  day,  and  a  large 
number  of  these  tenants  remain  in  the 
position  in  which  they  are.     Of  course, 
there  are  the  tenants  who  went  out  under 
the  Plan    of   Campaign.     Now,    Sir,  I 
really  know  that  the  mere  mention  of  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  is  apt  to  sound  a  note 
of  discord  in  this  House,  and  I  certainly 
do  not  want  to  raise  any  discord.     I  shall 
say  nothing  at  all  in  regard  to  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign  ; 
but  I  wish  to  point  out  two  things.    The 
first  is  that  if  the  Plan  of  Campaign  was 
not  condoned  by  the  13th  clause  of  the 
Act  of  1891,  it  was  at  all  events  treated 
by  Parliament  as  being  no  bar  to  the 
benefits  that  were  to  be  derived  under  that 
Act.  Parliament  has  said,  by  the  Act  of 
1891,  that  they  will  not  inquire  whether 
these  tenants  were  parties  to  the  Plan  of 
Campaign   or   not.      The    second    con- 
sideration, and   I   think   a   very  strong 
one,  in  regard  to  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
is  this :  Suppose,  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, that  it  was  a  criminal  conspiracy, 
and  that  the  men  who  took  part  in  it 
deserved  punishment,  I  think  they  have 
been  punished  sufficiently  already.    They 
have   been   out   for   five,  six,  or   seven 
years,  living  within  sight  of  their  hold- 
ings upon  doles,  and  reduced  to  a  state 
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of    misery   and    destitution.      Do    hon. 
Gentlemen    opposite    think  tt  is  wise, 
when  Parliament  is  effecting  the  settle- 
ment  of  this  question,  to   leave  out   a 
small   fraction — something   under   1,000 
men — who  represent  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign; or  is  it  not  wiser,  in  view  of  the 
time   that   has   passed,  and  of  all  that 
these  men  have  undergone,  if  you   are 
going  to  have  a  general  amnesty,  to  in- 
clude   them    in   the  general   amnesty  ? 
There  are  many  instances  in  history  in 
which  the  most  flagrant  offences  have 
been  included  within  an  amnesty  at  the 
end  of  a  social  revolution  or  a  civil  war ; 
and  I  will  undertake  to  say  that  no  man 
can  point  to  a  single  instance  in  which 
an  act  of  policy  of  the  character  of  an 
amnesty  has  failed  to  produce  good  re- 
sults, or  has  been  productive  of  a  recru- 
descence of    the   troubles   of  thei  past. 
Does  anybody  believe  that  the  fact  that 
these  men,  after  six  or  seven  years  of 
suffering    and    privation,    should    have 
relief  extended   to    them    by   this   Bill 
would  encourage  other  men  to  undergo 
the  risk  of  similar  privation  and  suffering 
in   the   future,  with   so  little  benefit  to 
themselves  ?     Surely  it  is  not  probable. 
I   do  not  in  the  least  desire  to  shrink 
from  this  subject ;  but  I  feel  it  is  better 
to  say  as  little  as  possible  to  provoke 
controversies  with  regard  to  the  Plan  of 
Campaign,  or  any  other  of  those  miser- 
able episodes  in  the  history  of  Ireland 
during   the    last    13  or   14   years.      In 
pressing   this   Bill  on    the  attention  of 
the  House  we  may  say  for  ourselves  and 
of  ourselves  that  one  ingredient  in  the 
endeavour  to   adopt  a  generous  policy 
towards  Ireland  is  that  many  of  us,  by 
reason,  perhaps,  of  ignorance  of  the  true 
condition    of    Ireland,   or    it   might   be 
indisposition   or   unwillingness  to  learn, 
or  prejudice  of  one  kind  or  another,  have 
delayed  or  denied  that  justice  to  Ireland 
in  successive  Bills  on  which  we  have  not 
taken   the    advice  offered  to  us  by  the 
Irish   Representatives ;    and    it    is    not 
worthy  of  the  honour  of  a  great  House 
like  this  to  have  to  remember  that   on 
every  Bill  we  have  brought  forward  the 
Irish     Representatives     have     tendered 
counsel  of  one  kind  ;  that  that  counsel 
always  turned  out  to  be  right,  and  that, 
nevertheless,  successive  majorities  of  this 
House,   Liberal  in  1880,  and  Conserva- 
tive in  1886,  have  ignored  that  advice. 
We    have   not    suffered,  but    the  Irish 
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ants  have  8affemly'<aQd  the  net  result 
hat  these  evicted  tenants  now  appeal 
the  generons  instincts  of  the  House 
to  be  afraid  or  ashamed  to  redress  the 
)ng  that  has  been  done. 
iiR.  FISHBR  (Fnlham)  said,  the 
u  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
aeral  wound  up  fais  speech-^which 
J  YGry  conoiliatorj- in  tone-^by  appeal- 
to  the  Members  of  the  Opposition 
to  delay  legislation  on  this  subject^as 
Y  had  delayed'  it  in  other  matters,  on 
ount  of  the  serioas  consequences 
ich  would  inevitably  ensue.  He  (Mr. 
her)  should  have  been  more  inclined 
ittach  importance  to  this  peroration  if 
had  not  recognised  in  it  the  perennial 
oration  of  every  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Dtleman  who  addressed  the  House  on 
Ministerial  side  of  the  House  in  sup- 
t  of  Irish  legislation.  But  he  could 
help  asking  himself^fafil  a  Unionist, 
at,  after  all,  he  had  to  gain  from  this 
islation  brought  forward  by  hon. 
Dtlemen  opposite.  It  seemed  to  him 
be  useless  to  do  so  unless  he  were  pre-* 
-ed  to  support  other  legislation  brought 
wBrd  by  those  bou.  Gentlemen — unless 
were  prepared  to  assent  to  the  amnesty 
those  T^ho  were  called  political 
soners,  and  unless  be  were  prepared  to 
mt  Home  Rule  for  Ireland.  He  was 
;  prepared  to  swallow  Ministerial  pills 
ich  it  was  alleged  were  for  the  benefit 
Ireland  if  he  was-  also  to  swallow 
ck  draughts  to  obtain  peace  for  him- 
f.  Ther^ore,  he  looked  at  this 
lasure,  as  at  all  other  measures  for  the 
vernment  of  Ireland,  by  itself.  He 
:ed  himself  whether  it  was  just  or  un-* 
t,  whether  it  was  a  practixsable  and 
litable  proposal.  The  Chief  Secre- 
y  and  others  were  inclined  to  corn- 
kin  that  the  Opposition  had  de» 
-ted  from  their  first  attitude  in 
cognising  that  there  was  a  social  and 
ninistrative  difficulty  in  Ireland. 
I  did  not  think  they  had  ever  departed 
m  that  attitude.  He  was  sure  it  would 
admitted  that  every  Member  who  hild 
)ken  from  that  (the  Opposition)  side 
the  House  had  recognised  that  there 
«  such  a  difficulty  to  be  settled.  It 
iS  impossible  ta  deny  that  after  reading 
)  Report  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Com- 
Bsion.  Paragraph  58  of  that'  Report 
kted  that  the  eoonomio  faot  of  leaving 
icted  tenants  without  the  means*  of  ob- 
ining  a  livelihood  and  permitting  large 


tracts  of  country  to  remain  unproductive 
could  not  be  ignored,  aud  was  injurious 
alike  to  landlords,  tenants,  and  the  whole 
community.  They  were,  he  thought, 
almost  all  agreed  about  that,  but  the 
contention  of  the  opponents  of  the  Bill 
was  that  its  proposals  were  not  practice 
able  and  equitable,  that  they  contained 
in  themselves  a  very  bad  and  dangerous 
precedent,  and  that  they  would  involve 
injustice  towards  those  who  deserved 
well  for  defending  their  own  rights  and 
the  liberties  of  the  people.  He  had  never 
himself  been  able  to  see  why  the  hon. 
Member  for  Tyrone  should  object  so 
much  to  the  Amendmeot  moved,  for, 
after  all,  it  was  only  a  matter  of  Pariia^ 
mentary  phraseology.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber's own  Amendment  declared  that  he 
was  unable  to: proceed  further  with  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill.  Whether  that 
Amendment  had  been  adopted  or  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Memljer  for 
Armagh,  either  would  have  had  the  same 
result— either  would  have  wrecked  the 
Bill.  Personally,  be  (Mr.  Fisher)  was 
glad  the  hon.  Member  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  placing  on  record  the  views  he 
held  on  the  question  of  the  Evicted 
Tenants,  but  he  thought  the  views,  as 
expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  to-night, 
were,  after  all,  the  views  of  the  hon. 
Members  for  South  Hunts  and  the  St. 
Stephen's  Division  of  Dublin  and  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Leeds,  who  was 
once  Chi^  Secretary  for  Ireland  ;  and 
he  should  like  to  say  that  the  views  of 
those  Members  were  his  own. .  He  re- 
oognised  that  there  was  a  social  and 
administrative  difficulty,  and  that  there 
was  need  of  some  policy  to  meet  the 
difficulty,  and  he  was  a  supporter  of  the 
policy  which  had  been  advocated  by  all 
the  speakers  on  the  Unionist  side  of  the 
House — ^namely,  the  policy  of  the  re- 
enactment  of  the  13th  section  of  the  Act 
of  1891.  He  gave  credit  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  for  adopting 
even  a  more  specific  policy  and  saying 
that  £100,000  or  £250,000  would  be  well 
applied  if  it  were  given  towards  some 
scheme  for  enabling  tenants,  with  the 
consent  of  their  landieirds,  to  become  the 
purchasers  of  their  holdings.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
General  l^ad  *  said  that  the  policy 
of  the  re-enactment  of  the  13th  clause  of 
the  Act  of  1891  had  been  a  failure  ;  but 
the  Report  of  the  Commission  said  the 
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reason  tbe  uivitalion  to*  sotlle  differeneefl 
hiftd  not  been  gener^ily  responded  to  was 
that  negotiatiops  gencrrallj  Xntoke  off  on 
the  questions  of  costs  and  aiTears*  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  proposal madeto- 
night  bj  the  bon.  Meniber.  for  South 
-Tyrone  would  meet  the  very  difficulty 
which  had  occurred  In  carrying  that 
section  into  effect.  The  negotiations  were 
previously  brc^en  off  because  the  tenants 
bad  no  faith  in  the  landlords^  and  because 
tbey  were  unable  to  find  the  neoeesi^ry 
amount  to  meet  the  costs  and  arrears.  If 
^  he  were  to  propose  to  take  this  money 
from  the  Church  Fund,  he  would  rather 
take  it  for  the  purpose  suggested  by  the 
h<Hi.  Member  for  Tyrone  than  for  that 
suggested  by  the  framers  of  the  Bill.  He 
could  not  help  thinking  that  if  a  volun- 
tary policy  had  been  adopted,  if  all  com- 
pulsion had  been  eliminated,  if  a  Board 
of  Conciliation  had  been  established  to 
meet  this  difficulty,  with  this  money  at 
their  disposal,  and  had  worked  in  amity 
with  landlords,  setlements  would  have 
been  arrived  at  in  a  great  number  of  cases, 
and  these  would  have  gone  a  great  way 
towards  getting  rid  of  all  difficulties* 
Whilst  he  thought  that  at  the  same  time 
he  was  bound  to  say  that  he  did  not  treat 
lightly  the  danger  of  establishing  such  a 
precedent  by  giving  money  for  such  a 
purpose.  He  was  well  aware  it  would 
be  a  dangerous  precedent,  not  only  as  re- 
garded Ireland,  but  also  as  regarded  this 
country.  What,  after  all,  had  been  the 
contention  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  ? 
It  was  that  this  Plan  of  Campaign  in 
Ireland  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
a  kind  of  Trades  Union  dispute  in  a 
struggle  for  a  living  wage.  In  what 
position  would  he  be  as  an  English  Mem- 
ber if  he  voted  for  the  application  of  this 
money  to  this  purpose  ?  He  was  con- 
scious that  he  would  stand  in  a  danger- 
ous position.  They  had  cases  of  great 
trade  disputes  in  this  country,  and  what 
would  be  his  answer  if  it  were  proposed 
sometime  hereafter  to  apply  public  money 
for  the  settlement  of  a  great  Trade  Union 
dispute  when  disappointed  labour  leaders 
came  and  said,  *'  You  and  your  supporters, 
through  your  Home  Secretary,  have  de- 
clared that,  these  men  were  only  strug- 
gling for  a  living  wage.  You  have  given 
it  as  your  opinion;  that  these  people  were 
sorely  oppressedi  ftnd  that  they  were 
fighting  for  something  that,  after  all,  was 
right  and  justy"  and  if  he  were  asked  then, 
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foUowingithe  pnsoed^Dt  c(f  this  legislation,* 
to.  Apply-  public  moo»y  to  reinstate  the 
workmen  in  their  hmnes,  or  to  buy  new 
futnitttPe  for  that  whieh  they  had  been* 
compelled  to  part'  isvith  in  the*  straggle, 
hewQOld  find  the  precsddetxt^  v^ry  £in- 
gerOua  and  a  very  difficult  one  t6  escape 
frotai..  He  eoald  siot  make  as  light  of 
the  precedent  as  the  SolioitcHr  General' 
had  done.  If  Irishmen  were  allowed  to 
look  to  Parliaknent  to  rescue  thebi  from 
the  oonaequences  of  a  Trades  Union  dis-4 
pute  and  a  contest  with  the  law,  English** 
mttx  and  Scotchmen  and  others  would  be 
likely  to  do  the  same.  Recognising  as  he 
did  that  there  was  a  social  and  a^ninis- 
trative  difficulty  in  Ireland,  it  was 
necessary  to  have  some  policy  to 
meet  this  question ;  but  he  certainly 
should  not  go  further  than  on  voluntary 
lines.  He  should  like,  as  the  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  had  said,  to  see  a 
Board  of  Conciliation  established  to  pro« 
ceed  amicably  with  the  landlords,  and  to 
place  this  money  at  its  disposal  to  go  as 
far  as  it  would. 

Mr.  J.  MOBLEY  :  The  landlords  and 
the  tenants  ? 

Mr.  fisher  :  Yes  ;  but  the  land- 
lords were  entirely  neglected  in  the  Bill. 
It  was  the  tenants  only  who  were  con- 
sidered. The  Solicitor  General  said  that 
the  objection  to  that  policy  was  that  it 
was  not  compulsory,  and,  therefore,  that 
it  would  not  settle  the  question.  But, 
after  all,  would  the  policy  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  settle  the  question  ?  He 
(Mr.  Fisher)  fully  expected  that  when 
the  Bill  got  into  Committee  every  argu** 
ment  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle* 
man  the  Solicitor  General  urged  would 
be  brought  up  against  them.  They 
would  be  told  that  they  would  have  to 
make  this  Bill  compulsory  upon  the  new 
tenants  to  clear  out  of  their  holdings,  or 
there  would  be  no  settlement  of  the  ques«> 
tion.  If  the  policy  of  the  Opposition  was 
found  faulti  with  because  it  would  not 
settle  this  questioa»  he  said  to  Her 
Majesty^s  Government,  ^'Neither  will 
your  poliey  settle  the  question.**  No 
Member  who  had  spoken  representing  an 
Irish  or  an  English  eoastitueney  had  held 
out  any  hope  whUrteverthat  this  Bill  would 
settle  the  question.  The  hon.  Member 
for  tb#  Harbour  Division  had  said  in  his 
opinion  it^  was  totnlly  inadequate  to  settle 
the  question,  imd  tkQ'  kon.  Member  for 
East  Glttrd  had  said  thbt  they   would 
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'eihls  state'  of  tlii«gs-^^n  one  side  of 
fence  thej  would  have  a  person  re- 
aitted  to  his  boldinj^y  and  on  the  6ther 
s  an  evioled  tenant  W'ho  had  not  been 
idmitted,  and  that  there  never  ivould 
peace  unless  these  two  evicted  tenatits 
ne  placed  in  the  same  position^  The 
ioitor  General  had  objected  to  the 
uments  -used  in  the  very  powerfnl 
eoh  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
Trinity  College^  Dnblin.  He  said 
hon.  and  learned  G^entleman  had  no 
\kt  to  say  that  the  Bill  would  be  unfair 
the  landlords,  as  they  would  havi^  full 
ipensation.  Were  they  going  to  take 
e  that  all  should  have  full  oompensa- 
I  when  they  got  into  Committee  !* 
^uld  they  give  the  landlord  the  same 
[ipensation  which  was  given  under  the 
>ish  Councils  Act  for  land  compul* 
ily  taken  for  public  purposes  ?  WouW 
yigive  him  compensation  for  severance  ? 
ause  there  wouM  be  many  cases  of 
erances  if  they  sought  to  re*admit  the 
Eints  evicted  from  their  holdings. 
B  Solicitor  G-eneral  said  the  landlords 
Id  not  complain,  because  they  would 
^e  compensation.  They  would  have 
>  years'  arrears*  Would  the  right 
\,  Gentleman  take  care  that  what  was 
mised  by  the  Solicitor  General  was 
;  in  the  Bill— -that  it  would  not  be  left 
^he  mercy  of  the  arbitrator  ?  If  he  did 
t  he  would  remove  one  very  great 
sotion. 

iiR.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  landlord  will 
placed  iu  the  same  position  with  re- 
d  to  the  land  which  the  new-  tenant 
ees  to  hand  over  as  he  would  be  with 
pect  to  the  land  already  in  his  posses- 
I. 

kfn.  FISHBR  was  glad  to  hear  that 
aisslon,  but  if  the  right  hon*  Gentle- 
a  would  follow-  his  hon.  and  learned 
league  he  would  see  that  £250,000 
lid  not  at  all  cover  the  expenses 
ich  would  have  to  be  met.'  The 
ieitor  Gene^l  went  on  to  say  that  the 
V  tenants  need  not  consent  to  give  up 
^ir  land  to  the  old  t^ants  ;  but  if  they 
,  they  too  would  be  entitled  to'a  con^ 
arable  sum  of  money — to  such  a  sunn-y 
faot,  aS' the  landlords  would  h^ve 
{ive  the  tenants  they  evieted-^namely, 
en  years^  value  ol  their  holdings* 
mid  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consent 
that  in  Committee  ?  If  so>  he^  was 
B  he  would  have  to  place  large  sums 
eed  at  the  disposal  of  the  arbitrators. 


The  Solicitor  General  s^id  hd*  did  hot 
understand  why  they  should  say  thai 
there  would  be  a  risk  to  the  State.  Well, 
it  seemed  to  him  that  either  the  purchase 
must  be  made  at  such  a  low  rato  that  the 
landlord  would  be  robbed,  or  the  price 
must  be  fixed  at  such  a  high  price  that 
the  State  must  run  a  very  serious  risk. 
Certainly,  if  the  promises  of  the  hfOD.  and 
learned  G-entlenian  were  carried  out  a 
very  much  larger  sum  than  £250,000 
would  be  want^  by  the  arbitrators.  The 
Chief  Secretary  said  that  as  there  had  been 
evictions  on  6,900  holdings  between  May 
1679,  and  May  1894;  no  action  would 
be  required  with  regard  to  2,000,  as  the 
tenants  had  drifted  into  other  employ<< 
ments.  There  were,  according  to  Appen-* 
dix  G  to  the  Report  of  the  Commis-* 
sion,  1,000  lenants  evicted  since  1879, 
who  were  now  labourers  on  railways, 
carpenters,  blacksmiths,  road  contractors, 
living  in  Cork  and  other  towns.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
had  no  right  to  make  the  assumption  that 
in  2,000  cases  no  action  would  be  required. 
These  old  tenants  might,  and  probably 
would,  lodge  petitions  to  be  reinstated. 
It  would  cost  them  next  to  nothing,  and 
there  might  be  something  to  be  got  out 
of  it.  If  the  landlords  were  in  posses- 
sion of  the  holdings  of  these  people  the 
right  hon.  Gontleman  would  not  debar 
them  from  the  opportunity  of  establish- 
ing a  primk  facie  case  because  they  were 
now  engaged  in  other  occupations.  Did 
he  intend  to  give  the  rights  contained  in 
the  Bill  only  to  those  who  were  living  in 
huts  outside  their  holdings  on  funds 
supptied  to  them  ?  Why  should  not  men 
engaged  in  other  occupations  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  Bill  ?  But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  seen  fit  to  exclude  them, 
and  as  a  result  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  find  himself  face  to  face  with  con* 
siderable  difficulty.  Then,  again,  in  some 
cases  thbre  might  have  been  two  or  three 
evictions  sinoe  1879,  and  he  thought  that 
the  arbitrators  would  find  that  a  very  diffi«* 
cult  point.  He  must  say  he  thought  the 
Chief  Secretary  ought  to  have  giren  them 
more  accurate  figures.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said'that  there  would  be 
a  balance  of  some  4,00p  cases  to  deal 
with  a  rental  of  £60,000,  or  an  average 
<A  £15  eaoh<  The  right  hon*  Grentle- 
man  ought  to  have  had  the  amounts  in 
the  1,<X)0  oases  in  Appendix  G  added 
up. 
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Mb.  J.  MORLEY  said,  be  had  the 
figures  if  the  hon.  Gentlemau  desbred 
them. 

IMr.  fisher  said,  they  were  exactly 
what  he  did  want. 

Mr.  J.  MOBLEY  said,  he  woald  givd 
them  when  the  time  came. 

Mr.  fisher  asked  if  that  would  be 
to-night? 

Ms.  J.  MORLEY  said,  he  had  the 
figures  somewhere,  but  did  not  think  he 
Goujd  put  his  hands  on  them  at  the 
moment. 

Mb.  FISHER  said,  he  did  not  com- 
plain of  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  for 
not  preparing  them  himself,  as  he  knew 
the  work  he  had  to  do.  The  total  he 
(Mr.  Fisher)  believed  would  come  to 
nearer  £200,000  than  £60,000.  In  some 
of  those  cases  the  extent  of  the  holding 
was  pi'odigious.  The  matter  was  very 
important  indeed,  because  if  it  should 
turn  out  to  be  true  that  the  rental  of  the 
estate  was  more  like  £200,000  than 
£60,000  the  whole  basis  of  the  figures  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  be  badly 
shattered. 

.    Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  the  estimate 
of  £60,000  had  been  carefully  calculated* 

Mr.  FISHER  said,  that  if  he  dis- 
played any  ignorance  in  the  matter 
the  fault  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  not  placing  inll  infor- 
mation with  regard  to  those  figures 
before  the  House.  However,  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  examine 
the.  cases  in  Schedule  A  of  the 
Mathew  Commission  Report  he  would 
find  holdiogs  of  great  extent,  the 
rental  of  which  ran  from  £50  to  £300. 
Suppose  they  were  goiog  to  pUce  a 
tenant  in  possession  of  a  holding  which 
had  been  occupied  by  the  landloi^  for  10 
years,  they  must,  in  common  fairness, 
give  him  a  very  large  sum  of  money  as 
compensation  for  ithe  improvements  he 
had  effected  in  the  holding.  It  must 
also  be  remembered  that  where  a  new 
tenant  had  been  in  possession  for  10  or 
15  years  it  would  be  reasonable  to  pre- 
sume tliat  he  had  been  doing  pretty  well, 
and  that,  therefore,  he  would  justly  refuse 
to  go  except  a  considerable  sUm  of  money 
by  way  of  compensation  were  paid  him» 
If  the  new  tenants  did  not  go  out,  then 
no  advance  would  be.  made  towards, 
settling  the  case  of  the  evicted  tenants. 
He  believed  that  the  right  hoa.  Gentle- 
man bad  miscalculated  the  time  that  it 


would  take  for  the  arbitrators  to  get 
through  their  work.  The  right  hon* 
Gentleman  had  quoted  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Justice  Bewley,  sitting  as  the  Court  of 
Appeal  in  the  Land  Commission,  had 
during  three  and  a-half  years  disposed  of 
some  4,500  cases*  Yes  ;  but  in  all  those 
oases  Mr;  Justice  Bewley  had  the  advan- 
tage of  having  them  already  heard  bj 
the  Sub-Commissioners,  and  of  having 
the  evidence  as  to  valuatioo,  boundaries, 
and  improvements  already  submitted. 
But  how  were  the  arbitraliors  under  the 
Bill  to  act  in  cases  from  the  Irnggaourren 
Estate,  for  instance,  where  they  would 
find  part  of  the  land  in  possession  of  the 
kkndlord,  part  actually  purchased  by  a 
tenant-purchaser,  and  part  in  the  oecupa* 
tion  of  a  new  tenant  ?  How  would  the 
arbitrators  deal  with  such  oomplicationA, 
and  what  stafiT  would  be  placed  at  their 
service?  He  was  sure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  find  that  instead  of  the 
two  years  which  he  had  allotted  to 
the  arbitrators  they  would  take  six  or 
eight  years  to  get  through  their  work. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  by  going  so  far 
back  as  the  year  1879  the  framers  of  the 
Bill  had  increased  the  difficulties  to  be 
faced  unnecessarily,  and  would  find  them- 
selves in  an  absolutely  untenable  position. 
He  credited  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  with  the  best  inten- 
tions in  the  world ;  but  he  was  oon- 
viuced  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  by 
this  Bill  was  proposing  to  do  that  which 
would  greatly  aggravate  the  situation  in 
Ireland.  Hon.  Members  on  his  side  of 
the  House  wished  very  strongly  to  do 
something  to  alleviate  the  couidition  of 
the  evicted  peasantry,  and  they  felt  that 
that  object  coold  be  best  attained  by 
means  of  a  voluntary  system,  for  the 
carrying  out  of  which  a  oei:tain  amount  of 
public  money  should,  of  course,  be  voted. 
They  could  not,  however,  support  the 
present  proposal,  which  he  believed 
would,  if  accepted,  do  nothing  to  settle 
the  question,  but  would  set  an  evil  pre- 
cedent, and  would  work  injustice  and 
robbery  amongst  several  classes  in  Ire- 
land. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  :  In  the 
course  of  this  Debate  nothing,  to  my  mind, 
has  been  more  remarkable  than  the  dif- 
ferent spirit  in  which  the  opponents  of 
this  Bill  )iave  approaclied  its  considera- 
tion. One  section  of  ti»e  k^fu  Members 
who  have  felt  called  upoo.  to  oppose  Uie 
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lave  nndoubtedlj  and  unmistakably 
i  up  the  position  of  non  possumus, 

see  no  evil  in  Ireland,  and  thej 
I  no  remedy.  They  have  no  sym- 
'  with  the  sufferings  of  the  evicted 
ts,  and  they  desire  nothing  but 
ge.  The  Larger  number  of  the 
lents  of  the  measure  have,  I  am 
f  to  say,  admitted  the  evil.  They 
3S  a  desire  to  remedy  that  evil,  and 
bey  have  to  say  in  opposition 
le    Bill     is     that    it    is     not  the 

possible  measure  that  could 
levised  to  meet  the  evil.  Are 
lot  entitled  to  ask  those  hon. 
emen  who  admit  the  evil  and  who 
I  a  remedy   to  give  to  the  House 

inkling  at  least  of  the  lines  on 
i  their  remedy  would  proceed  ?  One 
Siiember,  in  the  course  of  a  speech 
iposition  to  the  Bill,  made  it  a 
r  of  complaint  that  for  four  years 
me  of  this  House  has  been  largely 
led  by  successive  proposals  for  the 
lying  of  this  evil  and  for  bringing 

to  the  evicted  tenants  of  Ireland. 

to  remind  that  hon.  Gentleman  and 
lose  who  agree  with  him  that  this 
ion  of  bringing  relief  to  the  evicted 
ts  of  Ireland  will  return  year  by 
to  this  House,  and  that  the  pasc 
ind  what  ought  to  be  instructive, 
y  of  Irish  grievances  will  be  re- 
i — ^namely,  that  this  question  will 

from  year  to  year  appearing  on  the 
of  the  House,  and,  no  matter  how 
rejected,  will  come  up  again  with 
^er-increasing  storm  of  public  opi- 

bitterness,  and  exasperation  in 
id  behind  it,  and  just  as  between 

and  1880  the  measures  which 
proposed  in  this  House  for  the  re- 
f  the  general  body  of  the  tenant- 
rs  of  Ireland  and  for  the  reform  of 
and  Laws  were  rejected  with  scorn 
finally  the  demand  for  the  reform 

not  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill  proposed 
9  House  by  the  Irish  Members,  but  in 
uch  more  menacing  shape  of  a  terrible 
igitation,  which  swept  all  obstacles 
3  it,  and  compelled  the  Government 
me  to  the  relief  of  the  tenants. 
,  I  think  the  first  duty  we  have  to 
rm  in  considering  this  question  is 
'  to  satisfy  ourselves  as  to  what  is 
lature  of  the  situation  in  Ireland, 
he  extent  of  the  evil  we  have  to 
with.    Some  of  us  had  hoped  that 

)L.  XXVII.  [fourth  series.] 


on  this  occasion  at  least  an  effort  might 
be  made  by  both  sides  of  the  House  to 
rescue  this  part  of  the  Irish  question  from 
the  conflict  of  Party  passion  and  strife. 
Often  have  I  heard  Unionists  say  that 
the  curse  of  Ireland  is  that  Irish  affairs 
have  been  made  the  instruments  of 
Party  warfare  in  this  House,  and  yet  here 
we  haVe  history  again  repeating  itself. 
This  question  is  approached  not  on  its 
merits,  but  simply  f^nd  solely  from  the 
point  of  view  as  to  how  much  Party 
advantage  and  political  capital  might 
be  drawn  from  it.  We  in  this 
quarter  of  the  House  have  often 
been  charged  with  starting  the  Plan 
of  Campaign  for  political  purposes. 
I  will  have  a  few  words  to  say  about  that 
before  I  sit  down,  but  many  Members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  will  feel  that  I 
am  justified  in  hurling  that  charge  at  the 
heads  of  the  Opposition  to-night,  because 
I  believe,  feeling  fully  the  gravity  of  the 
statement  I  am  about  to  make,  that 
there  are  many  Members  in  this  House 
who  will  vote  against  this  Bill  who,  if 
released  from  the  fetters  of  Party  dis- 
cipline, would  gladly  give  their  votes  for 
the  reinstatement  of  the  evicted  tenants, 
and  would  be  pleased  to  see  them  back 
again  in  their  old  homes,  but  who  oppose 
the  measure  simply  because  their  Party 
leaders  think  that  some  political  capital 
may  be  gained  by  keeping  those  unfortu- 
nate people  out  of  their  farms.  What  is 
the  state  of  things  with  regard  to  this 
question  ?  You  have  a  number  of  evicted 
tenants  claiming  reinstatement  on  grounds 
which  I  shall  presently  fully  explain  to 
the  House.  The  Chief  Secretary  put  the 
number  of  these  tenants  at  3,000,  but  I 
believe  myself  that  when  the  cases  come 
to  be  examined  by  the  arbitrators  that 
number  will  be  considerably  reduced, 
because  many  farmers  claim  to  be  re- 
instated who,  when  their  cases  come  to 
be  examined,  will  be  found  to  have  lost 
their  holdings  through  their  own  faults, 
through  negligence,  incompetence,  and 
idleness,  and,  of  course,  such  men  would 
have  no  claim  for  reinstatement.  I 
imagine  that  the  number  of  evicted 
tenants  who  would  be  considered  in  Ire- 
land to  have  equitable  claims  for  rein- 
statement would  be  about  2,600.  That 
is,  of  course,  a  rough  guess.  It  may  be 
above  or  below  the  mark.  But  suppose 
we  accept  2,500  as  a  fair  estimate  of  the 
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number  of  tenauts  who  may  bave  a  .prima 
facie  case  for  reinstatement  under  the 
Bill — wbat  does  that  represent?  It 
represents,  we  may  fairly  suppose,  10,000 
childreti  and  2,000  or  3,000  women,  who 
are  now,  and  have  been  for  years, 
badly  fed,  wretchedly  clothed,  and 
still  more  wretchedly  housed,  and,  as 
I'  have  too  great  reason  to  know, 
having  been  for  years  in  charge 
of  the  correspondence  and  business  con- 
nected with  this  movement,  exposed  to 
storm  and  rain,  with  the  water  pouring 
down  on  their  excuses  for  bedding  in  the 
winter  seasons,  and  yet  waiting  patiently, 
relying  on  the  sense  of  justice  of  this 
House  which  recent  events  have 
awakened  in  their  breasts,  which  never 
found  a  place  there  before— trusting,  I 
say,  in  the  newly-awakened  hope  in  the 
justice  of  this  House  that  they  would  be 
dealt  with  in  a  sympathetic  spirit.  The 
10,000  children  nt  least  are  innocent. 
You  accuse  these  people  alternately,  as 
the  mood  strikes  you,  in  one  breath  as 
having  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  defy  the 
law,  and  in  the  next  breath  you  accuse  them 
of  being  the  dupes  of  myself  and  my  col- 
leagues. Are  these  children  and  wives  and 
widows  conspirators  ?  And  are  you  going 
to  wreak  your  vengeance  on  them  for  our 
crime  ?  When  I  heard  it  charged  against 
us  in  this  House  that  these  men  did  not 
willingly  go  into  this  combination,  but 
were  either  duped  by  us  or  intimidated 
by  us,  I  felt  that  that  was  an  argument 
that  would  bring  conviction  .  to  every 
humane  mind  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  bring  relief  to  these  dupes  and 
victims.  If  that  be  the  true  view  of  this 
transaction,  then  it  is  on  our  heads  the 
punishment  ought  to  fall.  Do  you  think 
you  are  serving  the  ends  of  justice,  or 
that  you  are  laying  the  foundations  of 
peace  and  good  government  in  Ireland  by 
carrying  out  this  horrible  system  of 
revenge,  for  revenge  it  is  in  the  moral 
sense,  on  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  ?  If  it  be  true,  as  you  say,  that 
ipjustice  has  been  done  thede  people  by 
us,  theu  I  say  that,  from  your  own  point 
of  view,. the  punishment  should  be  on  our 
heads.  [^Opposition  cries  of  "Hear, 
hear  1"}  Then  back  up  that  cry  of  "  hear, 
hear/*  Vote  for  the  reinstatement  of  these 
people,  and  do  what  you  can  against  us. 
Perhaps  I  haVe  riBceived'  euough  of 
puoiflhment  already,' or  tiie^fly  as  much 

Mr.  DUlan  ' 


as  my  crime  deserves.  But,  at  all 
events,  if  punishment  is  to  fall  it  is  on 
me  it  shou4d  fall. 

Mb.  DISRAELI  (GLeshire,  Altrin- 
cham)  :  Hear,  hear.  - 

Mr.  DILLON  :  The  hon  and  gallant 
Tory  Member  says  "  Hear,  hear."  Does 
he  consider  that  the  pmiishment  of 
10,000  innocent  children  is  a  satisfaction 
to  him  because  he  cannot  punish  me  ? 
Does  he  think  that  condemning  2,000 
women  and  10,000  poor  children  to 
starvation  and  misery  is  a  manly  way  to 
strike  at  me  ? 

Mr.  DISRAELI:  We  object  to  the 
relief  being  given  by  the  Irish  Church 
Fund. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Have  I  now  dis- 
covered the  measure  of  the  opposition  of 
the  Conservative  Party  to  this  Bill  ?  Is 
it  that  they  object  to  the  Irish  Church 
Fund  ?  If  hon.  Members  object  to  the 
use  of  the  Irish  Church  Fi'ud  perhaps 
they  will  pay  for  this  out  of  English 
money  ;  and  remember  when  complaintit 
are  made  of  this  proposal  to  use  the  Irish 
Church  Fund  that  the  money  is  not  to 
go  into  the  pockets  of  the  evicted  tenants, 
but  hito  the  pockets  of  the  landlords  in 
order  to  induce  them  to  allow  these  un- 
fortunate people  to  go  back  to  the  shelter 
of  their  old  homes.  I  come  now  to  say 
a  few  words  on  the  able  and  adroit,  but 
not  very  humane,  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Memljer  for  Birmingham. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  has 
lately  developed  a  most  extraordinary 
fancy  for  arithmetic,  entei-ed  into  an 
elaborate  arithmetical  calculation  to  show 
that  we  were  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma 
— that  we  had  either  grossly  exaggerated 
the  number  of  evictions  during  the  last 
ten  years  or  else  that  the  Bill  is 
a  delusion,  a  fraud,  and  a  snare. 
We  are  not  in  any  such  dilemma. 
We  have  not  exaggerated  the  number  of 
evictions,  because  our  information  is 
drawn  from  the  only  source  at  our 
command — the  official  returns  of'  evie^ 
tions  collected  by  the  police,  and  issued 
by  Dnbliti  Castle  four  times  a  year.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asked,  ^'If  it  be 
true  that  so  many  thousands  of  laranera 
have  been  evict^  in  Ireland  during  these 
years,  where  are  they  ?  *'  God  knows,  I 
think  the  tigjht  hon.  G^ntlen^an  might 
have  spared  lid  that  question!  Where 
are  they  ?  '  Whyj  that^s  a'queirtfen  that 
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to  every  Irish  heart  and  arouses  its 
m  aud  indignatioii.  Is  the  right 
Gentlemau  aware  that  withia  the 
0  years  over  200,000  families  have 
evicted  in  Ireland?  Where  are 
'  Their  bones  are  scattered  over 
irth  and  over  the  floor  of  the  ocean, 
f  many  of  the  farmers  who  have 
evicted  in  Ireland  during  the  last 
Mirs  are  not  now  to  be  found  to 
to  be  reinstated  in  their  home,  why 

0  ?  It  is  because  they  have  been 
red.  They  are  gone  into  the  work- 
er in<o  pauper  graves,  or  they  have 
d  the  Atlantic,  like  millions  of  their 
afore  them,  carrying  an  undying  hate 
laws  that  drove  them  forth, a  hate  that 
blossoms  into  crime  and  dynamite 
^e;  and  it  is  because  we  wont  to  dry 
bt  horrible  source  of  hatred,  misery, 

and  ruin  that  we  desire  that  Bills 
lis  should  pass  and  bring  a  home  to 
ost  unhappy  and  persecuted  classes 
3  Irish  people,  who  believe  that  in 
Souse  and  in  the  hearts  of  the 
ih  people  there  are  some  feelings  of 
kthy  for  their  misfortunes  and 
r.  When  the  Mathew  Commission 
Bre  were  only  3,000  evicted  farmers 
claimed  reinstatement.  In  the 
ful  and  admirable  speech  of  the 
iember  for  North  Louth  he  gave 
8  why  a  number  of  these  families 
)t  now  forthcoming  to  make  their 
.  Many  have  been  reinstated  to  my 
LDOwledge  in.  consequence  of  these 
nations.  Hundreds  of  families  have 
einstated,  and  reinstated  on  favour- 
)rm8  owing  to  their  own  exertions .  I 

1  can  mention. one  case  out  of  a 
aamber  that  came  under  my  notice, 
hich  I  think  when  I  mention  the 
I  of  it  will  bring  home  to  the  minds 
tubers  of  this  House  the  strong  pre- 

which  exists  against  the  practice 
l-grabbing.  This  occurred  about 
»r  five  years  ago.  A  Protestant 
•  in  the  County  of  Tipperary  was 
1  by  his  landlord.  This  farm  lay 
i  (although  the  entire  body  of  the 
ioners  were  Catholics)  for  five  years. 
that,  three  or  four  years  ago,  I  got 
r,  being  then  in  charge  of  the  de«> 
>rgani8ation  of  the  tenants,  stating 
oor  orgAniaatlon  would  advance  the 
€  £10  that  the  landlord  would  re- 
i  the  maB  at  half  his  original  rent. 

the  advance  made,  and  the  man 


Vae  reinstated  after  being  five  years  out' 
of  his  farm.     That  is  a  very  instructive' 
answer   to   another  argument  that   has* 
been  used.     It  has  been  said,  "  What  use 
is    it    to    reinstate    Lord    Lansdowne^S' 
tenants — what  good  can  they  do  ?  "     A  i 
lot  of  good — very  often  owing  to   the 
assistance  of  their  neighbours.     In  the> 
instance  I  have  mentioned  the  man  was 
broken  down  in  health,  and  I  got  him  ren- 
ins tated  at  a  rent  of  £24,  his  former  rent  • 
being  £48%     About  20  of  the  neighbour- 
ing farmers  assembled  on  his  farm,  and 
in  one  day  they  ploughed  the  land,  laid 
out  manure  and  seeds,  and  laid  down  his 
crops  for  the  ensuing  year.     These  are 
the  means  by  which  these  farmers  would 
struggle  on  if  they  got  anything  like  fair 
play.     I  believe  if  they  were  reiostatetl 
on  anything  like  reasonable  terms  they 
would  be  better  security  to  the  landlords 
than  any  land-grabber  that  ever  lived  ij> 
Ireland.     I  have  endeavoured    to  bring 
home  to  the  minds  of  hon.  Members  the 
exact  situation  we  have  got  to  deal  with, 
and  when  speakers  allude  to  the  uncer-* 
tainty  of  the  position  and  of  the  vague* 
character  of  the  problem,  the  answer  to 
that  is   simply   contained   in   this   fact. 
The  Mathew  Commission  was  appointed' 
to   inquire   into   the  claims   of    evicted 
tenants  to  be  reinstated.  They  advertised 
its  sittings  in  all  the  Irish  newspapers  iu 
all  parts  of  Ireland,   and  the  result  of* 
these  advertisements  was  that  some  3,000t 
cases  were  listed  as  from  applicants  all 
over  Ireland. 

An   hon.    Member  :    Four    thousand 
cases. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  There  may  have  been 
4,000  applications^  but  I  have  no  doubt 
that  many  of  these  were  bogus  claims* 
Reducing  that  number  by  various  checks, 
and  allowances  you  have  3,000  or  more 
families  in  Ireland  who  claimed  that  they 
had  an  equitable  claim,  but  at  all  eventH 
it  must  be  admitted  that  their  children- 
are  innocent  and  are  deserviiig  of  some 
sympathy  and  consideration.  A  great 
deal  has  been  said  of  (he  crime  of  these 
people  and  their  guilt.  Some  of  these 
people  have  been  in  a  combination  and 
some  of  them  have  not.  I  recollect  when 
we  were  refused  Home  Rule  so  far  baek> 
ae  1886  maay  Conserva/tives  and  Union- 
ists who  voted  against  that  Bill,  speaking 
to  myself  personally^  and  saying,  ^  it 
yoB  will  only  give  up  this  agitation  for 
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Home  Rule  we  will  get  it  out  of  our  waj 
80  that  joa  can  obtain  evetjthing  you 
want  short  of  Home  Rule."  What  mes- 
sage are  you  going  to  send  to  Ireland 
now  ?  We,  the  Representatives  of  the 
Irish  people,  believe  that  these  evicted 
tenants  are  equitably  entitled  to  reinstate* 
ment.  If  you  go  behind  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  of  Ireland  and  put 
this  question  to  the  vote  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  whether  this  Bill  ought  to  pass 
or  not — have  a  pUhiscite  in  Ireland,  if 
you  like — ^you  would  get  a  vote  of 
six  to  one  in  favour  of  a  more  drastic 
measure.  How  are  you  going  to  go  behind 
them  ?  How  do  you  propose  to  govern 
the  people  by  force  ?  Force  will  ulti- 
mately have  to  be  used  if  you  do  not  do 
justice  to  the  Irish  people.  How  do  you 
propose  to  govern  them  by  force  when 
you  have  2,000  families  suffering  under 
what  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  they 
live  among  believe  to  be  absolute  in- 
justice ?  Listening  to  some  of  the 
speeches  made  here  by  men  who  know 
nothing  about  Ireland,  yon  might  be  in- 
clined to  think  it  was  not  unjust.  It  is 
not  their  belief  that  will  count,  but  it  is 
the  belief  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  if 
you  set  at  nought  the  patent  opinion  of 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  on  a  question  which 
so  vitally  affects  them — and  it  affects 
them  most  deeply  next  to  Home  Rule — 
I  want  to  know  how  you  are  going 
to  face  the  future  ?  You  cannot  defend 
it.  You  have  only  one  ground  on  which 
you  can  defend  Unionist  Government  in 
Ireland,  and  that  is  that  the  moral  opinion 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  shall  find  expres- 
sion in  the  legislation  of  this  House.  At 
the  opening  stages  of  this  Debate  we  had 
a  very  remarkable  and  very  powerful 
speech  from  the  Member  for  Dublin  Uni- 
versity. That  speech  was  characteristic 
of  the  Irish  lawyer,  and  I  may  add  of  the 
Irish  Crown  lawyer.  He  declared,  as  he 
pointed  the  finger  of  scorn  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  in  Ireland,  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  provide  the  cost  of 
preserving  the  peace  in  Ireland.  An 
Irish  Crown  lawyer  apparently  does  not 
care  for  peace  that  is  maintained  without 
cost  and  without  spending  money  on 
lawyers.  What  is  the  truth  of  this 
matter  ?  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  this  : 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  has 
been  guilty  of  an   intolerable  and  un- 
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pardonable  crime.  He  has  maintained 
the  peace  of  Ireland  without  spending 
any  money  on  it.  No  wonder  he  should 
be  anathema  to  every  Crown  lawyer  in 
Ireland.  No  wonder  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  (Mr.  Carson)  should 
have  shaken  the  dust  off  his  shoes  and 
left  the  country  that  was  no  longer 
worthy  of  his  presence.  The  Coercion 
Act  is  repealed,  and,  horrible  to  relate, 
murders  have  ceased  and  crime  and  out- 
rage are  decreasing  month  by  month,  in 
spite  of  all  the  gloomy  prophecies  of  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  has  no  future  career  open 
to  him  in  Ireland,  and  consequently  he 
has  transferred  his  services  to  the  hated 
Saxon,  where  I  thrust  he  will  take  ample 
revenge  on  the  enemies  of  his  country  by 
intercepting  large  revenues  which  would 
otherwise  find  their  way  into  the  pockets 
of  English  lawyers.  The  present  Go- 
vernment has  allowed  the  Coercion  Act 
to  drop  into  disuse— 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  :  The  Coercion 
Act  may  have  dropped  into  disuse,  but  I 
would  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
Coercion  Act  still  exists  in  my  con- 
stituency. 

Mr.  W.  O'BRIEN:  It  is  a  very 
different  thing. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  was  only  speaking 
of  the  Coercion  Act,  and  I  say  it  has 
dropped  into  disuse ;  and  the  Irish  people, 
if  they  are  treated  with  reason,  can  be 
governed  with  reason.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  in  his  speech  raised  a 
tremendous  outcry  about  the  confiscation 
of  the  landlords*  property  and  the  land- 
lords* improvements.  He  may  calm  his 
troubled  soul  about  the  landlords*  im- 
provements. You  must  first  catch  your 
hare.  It  is  very  hard  to  fix  them,  be- 
cause you  cannot  find  them.  But  he  drew 
a  most  terrible  picture  of  two  alleged 
cases  which  he  said  he  had  inves- 
tigated, and  I  noticed  that  his 
colleagues  around  him  were  affected 
almost  to  tears  by  the  grievances 
of  a  lady  whose  case  he  referred  to.  We 
have  no  desire — ^nobody  has  any  desire 
that  there  should  be  any  confiscation,  bat 
the  cases  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  cited  have  no  more  to  do  with 
this  Bill  than  house  property  in  London. 
He  used  language,  which  has  already 
been  quoted  by  my  friend  the  hoii. 
Member  for  North  Louth,  to  the  effect 
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it  if  the  action  of  the  British  Grovern- 
Dt  was  to  coofiscate  improvements 
the  landlord,  they  would  be  justified  in 
orting  to  anj  and  every  extreme, 
lat  extreme  did  he  mean  ?  Physical 
[stance.  What  else  did  he  mean,  if 
did  not  mean  that?  He  said  there 
9  a  point  at  which  the  patience  of 
se  who  wished  to  be  law-abiding  must 
e  way.  How  long  ago  was  that  point 
ched  in  the  case  of  the  Irish  tenantry? 
len  the  property  of  the  poor  tenants 
Ireland  was  confiscated,  when  they 
re  driven  out  beggars  into  a  cold  world 
ich  had  no  compassion  for  them,  when 
y  saw  their  wives  and  children  starv- 
,  and  when  they  resorted  to  every  ex- 
mity,  he  was  ready  to  prosecute  them, 
I  to  denounce  them  with  the  eloquence 
ich  I  have  so  often  listened  to  for 
[obeying  the  law.  I  have  heard  the 
1.  Gentleman  declare  that  nothing 
tified  disobedience  to  the  law ;  but 
en  the  pockets  of  his  clients  in  Ire- 
d  are  threatened  he  is  not  ashamed  to 
lare  that  in  his  judgment  they  would 
justified  in  resorting  to  any  extre* 
ies.  In  my  opinion,  the  poor  Irish 
auts  who  were  driven  to  starvation 
y  often,  and  whose  homes  were  broken 
were  far  more  justified  in  resorting  to 
remities  than  the  friends  of  the  hon. 
ntleman.  He  wound  up  by  pouring  a 
-ent  of  invective  upon  the  drafts- 
D  of  the  Bill.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be 
e,  nor  do  I  mean  to  attempt  to  enter 
lists  with  so  accomplished  a  legal 
etitioner  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
criticisms  of  the  drafting  of  the  Bill, 

it  appears  to  me  as  an  outsider  and 
a  layman  that  his  criticisms  were 
eedingly  absurd.  He  poured  out  the 
is  of  his  wrath  and  his  ridicule  on  the 
ise  which  directs  the  arbitrators  to 
e  into  account  in  giving  their  judg- 
it  all  the  circumstances  of  the  district 

of  the  tenants  and  of  the  eviction. 
:,  Sir,  what  is  the  wording  of  the 
t;  of  1881  on  the  point  which  the  hon. 
itleman  most  ridiculed  ?     It  was  that 

Commissioners  were  to  take  into 
)unt  the  circumstances  of  the  district, 
m  the  hon.  Gentleman  proceeded  to 
irge  upon  that  criticism.  By  Clause  6 
he  Act  of  1881  the  Court  is  directed 
ixing  a  fair  rent  to  have  regard  to 
interest  of  the  landlord  and  of  the 
mt  respectively,  and  to  consider  all 


the  circumstances  of  the  case  and 
the  circumstances  of  the  district. 
Those  words  are  the  very  phrase- 
ology of  this  Bill,  and  are  taken 
textually  from  the  Act  of  1881,  which 
has  been  the  law  of  Ireland  for  the 
past  12  or  H  years,  so  that  he  was 
practising  on  the  innocence  of  his  col- 
leagues in  this  House  who  do  not  under- 
stand Irish  legislation.  He  then  poured 
out  all  kinds  of  ridicule  upon  the  expres- 
sion ^^primd  facie  case*^  for  reinstating. 
He  said  that  it  was  vague,  and  he  talked 
a  great  deal  of  nonsense  about  the  degree 
of  resistance  or  non-resistance  to  the 
Sheriff,  and  as  to  the  reasonableness  or 
unreasonableness  of  landlord  and  tenant 
respectively.  Has  he  sat  in  the  Com- 
mittee upstairs  which  is  inquiring  into 
the  working  of  the  Land  Acts  ?  Has  he 
heard  the  evidence  which  has  been  given 
with  regard  to  the  directions  to  the  Court 
for  fixing  fair  rents  ?  Is  anything  more 
vague  or  indefinite  in  this  Bill,  giving  a 
wider  discretion  to  the  arbitrators,  than 
the  directions  to  the  Land  Courts  and  the 
Land  Commission  as  to  fixing  a  fair 
rent  ?  The  very  same  sneer  as  was 
levelled  at  this  expression  ''*  prima  facie 
case  ^'  for  reinstatement  has  been  levelled 
at  the  expression  ^*  fair  rent."  And  you 
will  observe  that  there  is  this  enormous 
difierence  :  that  whereas  the  powers  pro- 
posed to  be  given  to  this  Commission 
only  deals  with  an  extremely  limited 
area,  an  almost  infinitesimal  proportion 
of  property  in  Ireland,  being  confined 
within  the  limits  of  £50,000  or  £60,000 
a  year,  the  fair  rent  clause  affected  the 
property  of  every  man  in  Ireland, 
amounting  in  value  to  £4,000,000.  This 
shows  how  exceedingly  absurd  the 
criticisms  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  were. 
There  was  one  other  argument  used  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  which  appeared  to 
me  to  be  a  very  foolish  argument,  and 
one  which  it  would  have  been  better, 
from  his  point  of  view,  if  it  had  been  left 
unsaid.  Alluding  to  words  which  this 
House  would  do  well  to  pay  attention  to, 
which  fell  from  the  Chief  Secretary,  as 
regards  the  future  peace  and  good  order 
of  Ireland,  he  said  that  such  an  argument 
was  an  argument  in  favour  of  mob  law, 
and  was  equivalent  to  telling  the  people  *' 
that  if  they  would  only  commit  sufficient 
outrages  they  would  bring  the  questions 
which  they  desired  to  raise  within  the 
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Bphere  of  practical  politics.  What  ha^ 
lieen  goiug  on  in  Ireland  for  the  last  100 
y^rs,  and  what  has  been  the  rtiinoim 
lessbn  which  has  been  taug'ht  to  the  people 
of  Ireland  ?  Keep  qoiet,  obey  the  law, 
and  yoQ  will  obtain  no  money  and  no 
jnstice  !  Commit  outrage  and  turn  the 
whole  country  into  a  state  of  turmoil  and 
confusion,  and  this  country  will  imme- 
diately listen  to  you  !  I  believe  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  statement  of  the  case,  but  I 
do  not  accept  his  application  of  it.  I  say 
it  is  a  sinister,  and  cruel,  and  barbarous, 
and  demoralising  lesson  that  you  have 
taught  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  not  by 
word  of  mouth,  but  by  your  action  and 
your  policy  now  for  three  generations. 
Has  there  been  outrage  in  Ireland 
during  the  last  two  years  ?  Have  the 
people  been  peaceable  and  quiet  ?  Have 
they  abided  in  patience  and  in  trust  the 
consideration  of  their  case  by  this  House, 
looking  with  confidence,  as  we  have  told 
them  to  look — and  perhaps  we  may  yet 
suffer  for  having  told  them  so,  and  for 
having  raised  that  hope  in  their  breists — 
for  a  better  consideration  of  their  claims  ? 
Because  they  have  been  law-abiding 
people  are  we  to  be  sent  back  empty- 
handed,  after  two  years  of  patience,  to 
tell  the  people  of  Ireland  that  by  being 
patient  and  law-abiding  they  cannot 
expect  to  obtain  consideration  ?  If  any- 
body did  that,  would  you  be  surprised  if 
you  fouud  yourselves  face  to  face  in 
Ireland  with  another  Plan  of  Campaign, 
or  with  operations  such  as  those  which 
were  started  by  the  Land  League  in 
1881  ?  The  most  ignorant  person  knows 
right  well  that  if  Ireland  were  in  the 
state  of  turmoil  in  which  she  was  in 
1881  or  in  1886  this  Act  would  be  rushed 
through  ths  House.  It  is  not  £200,000 
that  you  would  higgle  over,  but  you 
would  be  willing  to  spend  £2,000,000  to 
restore  peace.  That  is  what  we  are  to 
be  compelled  to  fall  l)ack  to  after  we 
have  striven  for  the  last  ten  years  in  the 
face  of  misrepresentation  and  calumny  to 
bring  peace  to  a  country  which  you  by 
your  action  had  turned  into  a  perfect 
hell  upon  earth.  We  have  listened 
patiently  to  all  the  old  stale  nonsense 
about  the  Plan  of  Campaign.  I  have 
not  the  slightest  intention  of  entering 
into  the  merits  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign. 
I  am  not  a  bit  ashamed  of  it.  If  any 
Tory  gentleman   desires  to   discuss  the, 
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Plan  of  CarapiiigD  with  me^  I  will  jc^t 
ask  him  to  step: down  to  East  Mayo  m 
th^  anl^imn  and  discuss  it  with  me  be* 
fore  my  constituenis^  It  is  a  very  pretty 
oountry,  and  I  will  promise  him  a  fair 
hearing. 

Sir  E.  ASHMBAD-BARTLETT: 
Will  the  hon.  Member  discuss  it  iu  Shef- 
field ? 

Mk.  DILLON  :  Certainly  ;    any  day 
you   like- — in   Sheffield  or  iu  any  other 
city  in  England,  not  even  excepting  Bir- 
minghaiB.     J  will  discuss  it,  aK^ays  pro*  * 
vid^  that  the  meeting  ia  open  to  the 
publio,  and  not  a  packed  ticket  meeting. 
Any   day  the  hon.  Member  chooses  to 
name  I  will  go  down  to  Sheffield  and 
discuss  it  with  him  ;  but  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  enter   into   the   merits  of    that 
movement  now,  for  the  best  of  all  pos- 
sible    reasons,     that     I     have     always 
maintained      this      position :      that      I 
will  defend  niy  action  in  regard  to  any 
movement  to  my  own  people  at  home, 
and  when   I  find  that  the  Irish   |>eople 
are  inclined  to  blame  me  for  anything 
that  I  have  done  in  connection  with  past 
agrarian  agitation,  then  I  will  stand  upon 
my   defonce,   and   not  till   then.     I  am 
perfectly  well  aware  of  the  true  cause  of 
all  the  vindictive  animosity  which  was 
<lisplayed  by  the  Unionist  Party  against 
all  those   connected   with    the   Plan   of 
Campaign  movement.     It   is  solely  and 
simply  this  :  that  at  a  time  of  terrible 
distress  in   Ireland,  when  a  savage  out- 
burst of  crime  iu   that  unhappy  country 
would  have  checked  the  flow  of  English 
opinion    towards   Home   Rule   and   the 
Tory  Party  were  confidently  lookitig  for- 
ward to  a  renewal  of  crime  and  outrage 
in  Ireland,  the  Plan  of  Campaign  put  a 
stop  to  it.     [  Cries  of  "  Oh  !  "]     That  is 
the  simple  fact  of  the  situation.     You 
may  deny  it  if  you  like,  but  it  is  the  fact, 
and  that  is  the  reason  why  the  Tories 
and    Unionists    are   so   hot   and   strong 
against  the  Plan  of  Campaign.     As  we 
carried  the  country  through  a  time  of  greiit 
distress  without  any  serious  crime  being 
committed,  I  am  fully  prepared  to  find 
that  the  success  of  such  a  movement  is 
e'xposed  to  the  bitter  animosity  and  the 
uncompromising    hatred    of     the    Tory 
Party.     It    is   quite   natural   that    that 
should  be  so,   because  not  one  in    the 
Hou^e  can  have  failed  to  notice  the  titil- 
latk>n  and  the  pleasure  and  excitement 
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uch  hiu»  been  caused  amongst  the- 
>rj  Par^ .  when  somebody  has  been 
irdere^  ^r  maimed  if  Ireland — f  (^^^* 
^S  Ob  !  ''j-^t  is.^  strong  thing  tq.^y, 
t  it  js  a  fact— if  anything  occurs  >  in 
^nd  ir.  the  nature  of  crime.  Whereas 
this  country  murders  may  occur  by  the 
sen,  .  and  every  sort  o^  odious  and 
ominabie  crime,  and  this  House  finds 
me  more  decent  subject  to  discuss, 
ere  is  not  a  crime  in  Ireland  that  is  not 
ide  the  subject  of  disgusting  discussion 
this  House,  and  every  effort  made  to 
t  Party  capital  out  of  it.  I  say  it 
liberately.  Sir,  the  speech  of  the^hoii. 
entlemau  the  Member  for  Dublin  Uni" 
irsity  was  hailed  by  all  his  colleagues 
a  triumphant  and  destnictive  criticism 
the  clause  and  of  this  Bill.  [^Cheers.'] 
expected  that  cheer  ;  but  will  hou. 
embers  be  patient  and  listen  for  a 
oment  to  a  very  remarkable  passage 
[>m  a  speech  by  the  hou.  Member  for 
Eist  Dowu,  which  is  iu  quite  a  different 
up  ?  He  said  that  "  the  Chief  Secretary 
Eks  trying  to  do  an  impossible  tiling  in 
e  worst  possible  manner — uo  case  had 
leu     made     out    agaiust    the     clauses 

the  BilP*  ?  That  is  rather  uufortu- 
kte  for  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
e  Member  for  Dublin  University,  He 
les  uot  seem  even  to  have  impressed  his 
Lends.' 

Mr.  W,  JOHNSTON :  No ;  it  is 
ifortuuate  for  the  Member  for  East 
own. 

Mr,  DILLON  :  That  is  a  most  inter- 
ting  discovery.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Eist  Down  is  now  added  to  the  black 
it  because  he  has  ventured  to  show 
me.  feeling  of  appreciation  of  the 
;uatioD  in  Ireland  and  some  compassion 
r  these  poor  people.  The  Major-Gqueral 

the  Orange  Society  is  going  to  vow  a 
nfold  vow  against  the  hon.  Member  for 
a.st  Down.  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
ember  for  East  Down  will  be  able  to 
ve  as  good  an  account  of  himself  as  the 
^n.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin 
niversity.  But  that  is  not  the  only 
ound  on  which  he  is  attacked.  He 
id  further  that  na  case  had  been  made 
it  againet  the  discretion  with  which  the 
bitrators  were  to  be  invested,  or  against 
e  source  from  which  the  money  was  to 
I  taken,  and  his  opposition  to  the  Bill 
arrowed  itself  down  to  the  single  point 
at  1,500  tenants  would  have  to  go  out. 


and  that  tbe  Bill  wag  au  Evtrtion  Bill  110 
well  a^  a  rciitsUitemeiit  BUU  He  i^s 
plainly  nut  studieii  tbe  BllL^  Iteeiuisie 
there  h  iia  provir^iou  iti  it  for  eviciiug 
any-  hutiuiu  beiug:  whutwvur.  1  would 
point  out  to  tbe  lion.  Memli^r  for  Eaet 
Down  tliJtt  if  it  be  true  tbut  LoOO 
families  wtnilil  be  de»ltwitb  in  tlitit  woy 
by  this  Bill  that  is*  no  leadou  why  2,000 
other  farniliessiioulil  be  ke]it  out  tif  ibeir 
homes,  or  those  case^es,  at  all  aventis, 
should  not  lie  t^eltled  under  tbe  BiU. 
There  wu»  ntioilier  remarkable  passage 
iu  the  sjH^eeb  of  thti  liou.  Member  for 
East  Down,     He  isnid — 

"In  ev<T}'  [(UTt  f>f  Ireland  fi  man  who  tix>fc  n 
farm  fmir/wluoh  ♦inolhor  html  l>e(?n  renin  red 
wa8  call**tl  a  fjFnbbei\  and  the  natural  itirtlikepf 
grabbern  hi\s  }icen  ntiiuulated  by  NatinnuiisL 
speeches,'' 

The  riglit  hon.  Member  for  Binningbam 

(Mr.  J.  ('huniberlain)  hay«  tbai  the 
grabbens  ant  tbe  most  resiK'etabk^  citizens 
of  Irelaiiii,  but  tbe  him.  Member  for  East 
Down  3[>eiiks  ol  I  be  nutitial  ill  &l  ike  of 
them.  Fimiily,  the  hou*  Member  for 
East  Down  suiU— 

'*If  all  the  farii>H  were  vacate  I,  inuUf  they 
were  to  bt:  re-octmpiyil  by  those  who  t^uulil  hnTU 
paid  ami  diil  jmr,  I  tihouLt  havu  iijuuh  \iim 
objectiuti  to  rhc  Itill." 

Was  there  ever  a  more  extraordinary 
commeitT  on  tbe  spee'jhcs  we  buve  licnrd 
to-uigliL  in  wUieb  the  very  opposite  view 
was  expre^^^ed  ?  I  tbink  tbat  tbe  speecb 
of  tbe  bon.  Metnl>er  for  Eiist  Down  baa 
removed  any  effect  tlmt  migbt  have  been 
producetl  by  llie  Kpeeeb  of  tbe  lion,  tind 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  University, 
The  fact  \^^  tbe  latter  gentleniai)  would, 
if  this  Bill  were  passed,  be  like  a  fish 
out  of  water — his  o4:eupation    would  be 

fone.  Now,  u  few  words  in  conclusion, 
have  listened  with  i^ntli  astonisbmeut 
as  migbt.  be  left  to  an  Tri.sbman  wbo  \\m 
sat  in  tlu3  Honse  for  \h  years  to  the 
charges  of  robbery  and  of  spoliation 
which  bave  been  made  iu  connection 
with  this  claim  for  rein.statement.  Kow% 
what  b  tbe  ground  upon  wbtcb  wc  claim 
this  reinsiatcment  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tbe  Member  for  West  Bip- 
mingham  made  it  a  charge  against  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  that  bo  did 
not  enter  into  tbe  merits  of  tbe  ease  at 
all,  and  he  did  not.  He  simply  said*  as 
head  of  tbe  Executive,  be  found  a  certJ^in 
state  of  things  prevailingj  and  he  arrived 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


755  Etncied  Tenants  {COMMONS}    (Ireland)  ArhltraUon  Bill.  l^S 


at  the  oonclnsion  that  it  was  neceBsary  to 
produce  a  remedy.  We,  Irish  Members, 
OD  the  other  hand,  bai<e  our  claim  on  a 
question  of  equity.  What  is  our  posi- 
tion ?  It  is  this  :  that  the  tenants  in 
Ireland  for  the  most  part  who  desire  to 
be  reinstated  are  men  who  have  been 
robbed  of  property  which  they  equitably 
held,  and  which  their  fellow-tenants  now 
legally  hold,  in  the  land  by  the  laWs  of 
the  country,  they  would  have  been  able 
to  obtain  a  legal  right  to  that  property  if 
they  had  been  aMetohold  their  tenancies 
for  a  few  years  or  months  longer.  In 
everyone  of  these  cases,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, to  which  I  allude  our  claim  is 
simply  this :  that  the  men  I  have  referred 
to  should  be  dealt  with  equitably  so  as 
to  bring  them  again  into  the  same  posi- 
tion as  their  fellow- tenants  have  been 
placed  in,  and  tlms  undo  the  gross 
injustice  which  has  been  Iniiicted 
upon  them.  I  now  come  to  the  classifica- 
tion of  the  tenants  who  are  seeking  re- 
instatement. Tbey  have  been  divided 
into  three  classes  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Haddingtonshire  (Mr.  Hal- 
dane).  I  would  beg  leave  with  a  more 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  facts  to  differ 
from  that  classification.  Koughly  speak- 
ing, there  are  four  classes  of  tenants  in 
the  3,000  cases  in  question.  First  of  all, 
there  are  the  tenants  who  were  evicted 
before  the  Act  of  1881  came  into  opera- 
tion. That  is  the  smallest  class.  There 
are  a  good  many  of  them  who  have  come 
under  my  knowledge,  and  there  is  hardly 
a  man  in  this  House  who  does  not  desire 
to  see  justice  done  to  them.  Secondly, 
there  are  the  tenants  evicted  after  the 
Act  of  1881  came  into  operation,  but 
who,  owing  to  the  accumulation  of  arrears 
at  the  unreduced  rents,  have  never  been 
able  to  procure  relief  under  that  Act. 
Can  anything  be  more  cruel  than  the  in- 
justice suffered  by  these  tenants  ?  They 
were  brought  within  sight  of  the  pro- 
mised land  owing  to  the  great  movement 
in  which  they  and  the  whole  body  of 
tenants  were  involved,  and  yet  owing  to 
no  fault  of  theirs  they  have  never  been 
permitted  to  enter  it.  These  promise  a 
very  large  number.  The  third  class  are 
the  leaseholders  evicted  before  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act  of  1887,  or  in  consequence 
of  the  accumulation  of  arrears  prior  to 
the  passing  of  that  Act.  The  fourth 
class  are  the  tenants  evicted  owing  to  the 

Mr.  Dillon 


agrarian  agitation  or  to  combinations 
which  caused  the  passing  of  the  Acts  of 
1881  and  1887.  They  include  the  tenants 
evicted  in  consequence  of  the  No-Rent 
Manifesto  and  the  Land  League  and  in  con- 
sequence of  the  operations  of  the  Plan  of 
Cam]iaign.  The  hon.  Member  for  North 
Louth  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  showed  quite 
clearly  that  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
West  Birmingham,  who  has  denounced 
in  the  most  lofty  style  any  truckling  to 
a  criminal  conspiracy  sych  as  the  Plan 
of  Campaign,  did  actually,  by  means  of 
a  secret  treaty,  concluded  behind  the 
backs  of  his  colleagues,  with  men  who 
were  lying  in  gaol  at  the  time,  assent  to 
a  draft  Bill  by  which  £1,500,000  of 
public  money  was  to  be  set  aside  for  men 
who  had  got  into  difficulties  for  acting 
upon  the  No-Rent  Manifesto.  And  yet 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  the  cour- 
age to  denounce  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  for  daring  to  make  an  attempt  to 
relieve  these  men  who  have  been  de- 
scribed as  our  victims  and  dupes.  It  is 
perfectly  plain  that  the  principle  of  this 
Bill  has  been  already  recognised  by  the 
House.  The  precedent  has  been  set  of 
endeavouring  under  a  flag  of  truce,  as  it 
were,  to  relieve  the  wounded  after  a 
great  struggle  when  the  principle  for 
which  that  struggle  was  started  has 
been  recognised  by  the  House.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  some  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
tenants  who  were  evicted  could  have  paid 
their  rents,  and  they  were  evicted  owing 
to  the  attempt  they  made  to  shelter  and 
shield  their  fellow -tenants  who  cbuld  not 
pay.  I  would  ask  the  House  to  listen  to 
some  evidence  given  at  the  time  th6  Plan 
of  Campaign  was  started.  Judge 
O^Hagan,  who  was  then  head  of  the 
Land  Commission,  when  questioned  at 
the  Cowper  Commission  as  to  his  ex- 
perience in  Ireland,  said — 

"  I  wish  to  say,  Sir,  that  in  my  judicial  ex- 
l)erience,  looking  at  the  matter  as  the  judge 
administering  the  Land  Act  in  Mayo,  in  Kerry, 
and  in  Clare,  I  found  rack-renting  to  prevail  to 
au  extent  which,  I  confess,  I  thought  was  simply 
shocking." 

Sir  Redvers  Buller,  who  was  sent  over  by 
the  then  L^nionist  Government  to  put 
down  crime  in  Ireland,  and  who  might 
be  regarded  as  prejudiced  on  the  side  of 
the  landlords,  said — 

*'  My  view  of  the  country  is  this — ^that  the 
majority  of  the  tenants  mean  to  pay  their 
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rents,  and  where  they  can  pay  them  they  do  f  put  confidence  in  this  House  or  in  the 
pay  ;  bat  the  rent*  ha^  been  too  high.  I  ilo  Goveniment  of  this  country,  that  there  is 
think  they  are  too  high. '  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  j^^^.^^  ^^  y^  j^^^j  ^^^^ 

Sir    E.     ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 

(Sheffield,  Ecclesall)  said,  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  had  de- 
livered one  of  tho»e  remarkable  speeches 
with  which  the  House  had  been  familiar 
in  the  past,  and  with  which  audiences 
in  the  country  were  even  more  familiar. 
The  lion.  Gentleman  ha<i  confined  himself 
mainly  to  two  points.  He  had  repeatedly 
put  before  the  House,  in  tones  of  tragic 
pathos,  the  10,000  women  and  children 
whose  future  he  represented  as  depending 
u]»on  the  passage  of  the  Bill.  His  other 
point  was  a  personal  and  a  most  un- 
worthy attivck  upon  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  University  (Mr. 
Carson).  In  putting  before  the  House 
the  picture  of  the  women  and  children  of 
the  evicted  tenants,  the  hon.  Member  had 
reminded  him  very  much  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  those  mobs  of  violent  per- 
sons who  used  to  place  in  the  forefront  of 
their  onslaught  upon  the  emergency  men 
and  the  police  ithe  women  and  children 
of  their  locality.  After  they  had  been 
reviling  and  stoning  the  police  and  the 
emergency  men,  and  when  it  came  to  a 
real  question  of  physical  struggle,  these 
valiant  men  were  in  the  habit  of  putting 
forward  the  women  and  children  of  the 
neighbourhood  iu  order  by  their  inter- 
vention to  escape  any  just  retaliation 
which  awaited  them.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man omitte<l  to  state  that  if  there  was  a 
man  in  the  country  or  the  House  who  was 
responsihlc  for  the  sad  position  of  these 
women  and  children  to-day  it  was  the 
lion.  Member  for  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon). 
He  it  was  who,  by  his  incitement 
to  lawlessness,  caused  the  original 
troubles  which  led  to  the  evictions. 
He  was  the  man  who  told  the  country 
that  he  ^' could  show  them  men  who  could 
pay  their  rents,  but  who  would  not  pay, 
l»ecauHe  he  had  told  them  not  to  pay." 
He  was  the  man  who  told  men  who  took 
vacant  farms  that  their  **  lives  would 
notf  1)0  happy,  either  in  Ireland  or 
across  the  Atlantic."  He,  al»ove  all 
others,  was  responsible  for  any  misery 
that  at  present  existe<l  in  consequence 
of  these  evictions.  It  ill  became  the 
hon.  Member  to  come  down  to  tho 
House  and  threaten  the  Unionist  Party 
with    charges     of     the    kind     he     ha<l 


I   woold  remind  the  House  that  when 
there  was  tach  a  state  of  things  in  the 
past  an   immense  quantity  of  evictions 
occurred  and  a  terrible  outburst  of  crime. 
I    want  to  know  if  there   has   not  been 
serious  crime,  as  there  has  not,  who  are 
to  be  thanked  for  it  but  the  men  upon 
whose  heads  you  have  heaped  every  form 
of  opprobrium  and  calumny  and  insult  ? 
Anyone  who  studies  the  terrible  history 
of  agrarian  agitation  in  Ireland  must  be 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Plan  of 
Campaign    is    nothing   when   compared 
with  the  secret  societies  and  the  crimes 
which  have  invariably  marked  the  course 
of  previous  agitations  in  Ireland.     Well, 
nobody  denies  the  existence  of  the  evil 
against  which  this  Bill  is  directed.  That 
evil  involves   the   threatened  starvation 
and   min   of    these    tenants    and    their 
families.       Ten    thousand    women    and 
children  look  to  this  House  for  mercy, 
and  they  ask  for  justice  and  for  some 
sympathy.   They  at  least  have  committed 
no   crime.      Are   you    prei)arcd  then,  I 
ask,  for  purposes  of  Party  capital  and 
political  vengeance,  or,  to  use  the  words 
of  a  great  Unionist  leader,  in  order  to 
"crash  and  humiliate"* — as   you    think 
you  will — "  two  discredited  politicians," 
to  starve,  persecute,  and  drive  to  mad- 
ness 10,000  innocent  women  and  children.*^ 
I  say  if  you  do  you  will  commit  a  great 
crime  against  humanity.     The  gratifica- 
tion which  you  hope  to  draw  from   it  in 
the  fluflTering  which  I  ailmit  you  will  infiict 
on   me    will    be   unworthy  of    you   as 
^glishmen.       Try,    for    once,    if    you 
^oestly   believe   in    the    possibility   of 
™*'Dtaining  a  Unionist  Government  here 
*'»<iiii  Ireland,  todo  something  to  conciliate 
I?®  coafidence  and  the  love  of  our  people 
;!%     for  once   in  the    history   of   yoni 


the 

|j^«     for  once   in  the    history   of   your 
.^"^e,  to  do  something  for  Ireland  that 


^'    oome    home   to   the  hearts   of   her 

^Pl^  as   an  act  of  generosity.      I  do 

,^^     X^romise    that    anything    you     can 

.^ ^  ill  make  them  forget  their  national 

'^15^^  ;  but  this  I  will  say — that  if  I  were 

^  ^^glishman  and  a  Unionist  I  would 

^.^*^^  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity 

^   flitting   the   ground   from  under  the 

^^      of  Irish  agitators,  and   of  bringing 

hon\^  to  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Ire- 

lana^  who  never  have  had  any  reason  to 
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•levelled  agaiast  them.   The  hou.  Member 

-iSaid.  if  tthe.Bill  was  not  passed  there 
would  be  an  avalanche  of  crime  such  as 
that  which    overran    Ireland    in    1880, 

.1881,  and  1882,  and  he  appealed  to  the 
House  to  pa^s  the  Bill  on  the  ground 
that  Ireland  was  now  oomparativelj  free 
from  crime  and  outrage.  The  hou.  Gen- 
tlesian  had  also  made  the  astounding 
statement  that   the  Unionist  Party  had 

.produced  hell  upon  earth  in  Inland.  But, 
when  the  Unionist  Party  went  out  of 
Offioe  in  1892,  Ireland  was  in  a  state  of 
peace  and  satisfaction,  and  the  hou. 
Gentleman  must  have  been  thinking  of 
the  condition  of  the  country  when  he  and 

.his  friends  had  practical  control  of  the 
policy  of  Ireland  and  of  the  British  Go- 

.  vernment  some  10  years  before  1892.  He 
must  have  l>een  thinking  of  the  agrarian 
agitation  of  1880-1-2,  which  was  a 
disgrace  to  civilisation,  and  when  a 
hell  upon  earth  did  prevail  in  Ireland. 
There  were  10,400  agrarian  crimes  in  Ire- 
land in  the  space  of  those  three  years  in 
consequence  of  the  adoption  by  the 
Bad  teal  Party  of  the  very  policy  which 
the  hon.  Meml>er  for  Mayo  and  his 
friends  were  now  presiding  upon  the 
House.  This  was  the  policy,  the  key- 
note of  which  was  the  chapel  bell,  a 
policy  which  the  hon.  Member  wished 
to  see  re-established  again.  The  hon. 
Member  wisbed  them  to  pass  this  Bill 
in  order  that  it  might  be  told  to  every 
tenant  in  Ireland  and  every  dishonest 
conspirator  there  that  they  had  only 
to  be  lawless  enough  and  to  defy  the 
law  of  the  land  sufficiently  to  have  a 
large  sum  of  public  money  voted  for 
their  relief.  It  seemed  to  him  (Sir  E. 
Ashmead-Bartlett)  that  this  question 
had  been  discussed  too  exclusively  as 
an  Irish  question.  He  opposed  the 
Bill  because  he  believed  it  to  be  ab- 
solutely dishonest  and  wrong  in  principle ; 
because  it  wuld  be  disturbing  and  disas- 
trous in  practice  ;  and  because  it  would 
utterly  fail  to  achieve  the  results  which 
its  authors  claimed  for  it.  He  op- 
posed it  also,  because  he  believed 
(hat,  looking  at  the  policy  of  the 
Gro vernment  as  a  whole,  and  looking  at 
the  claims  of  Great  Britain  as  well  as 
those  of  Ireland,  it  was  unjust  to  the 
Britiah  people.  He  opposed  the  grant 
of  £2o0ljb00  out  of  public  money  for  tiie 
relief  of  Irish  lawbreakers.     They  had 

Sir  E.  Ashmead-Bartlett 


found  it  impossible  to  obtain  any  atten- 
tion from  the  Government  for  the  terrible 
distress,  both  industrial  and  agricultural, 
which  prevailed  in  this  country.  He  (Su* 
£.  Ashmead-Bartlett)  asserted  that  when 
the  Government  refused  all  attention  to 
the  claims  of  the  workipg  classes  of 
England  and  Scotland,  when  they  refused 
even  to  discuss  the  suffering  which  existed 
in  this  land  amongst  thousands  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  who 
were  on  the  brink  of  starvation,  there 
was  no  sufficient  ground  for  the  proposal 
of  this  measure  for  the  relief  of  a  dis- 
honest section  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
That  argument  received  very  slight  atten- 
tion from  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  but 
let  him  warn  them  that  it  would  receive 
much  more  attention  from  their  consti- 
tuencies and  the  electors  of  this  country. 
The  hou.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mayo  rashly  offered  to  come  to  Sheffield, 
the  constituency  which  l>e  (Sir  E. 
Ashmead-Bartlett)  had  the  honour  to 
represent,  ami  to  defend  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  and  this  Bill  before  an  audience 
of  people  of  that  great  city.  He  could 
tell  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  who  were  not  Irishmen, 
but  English  Kadicals,  that  they  could  not 
stand  up  in  their  constituencies,  or  in  any 
great  town  in  the  country,  and  defend  this 
Bill.  They  could  not  defend  this  great 
Vote  of  public  money  for  the  relief  of  a 
most  undeserving  section  of  Irish  people, 
while  the  claims  of  the  English  and 
Scotch  working  classes  were  totally  cast 
on  one  side.  He  invited  hon.  Members, 
when  they  visited  their  constituencies,  to 
address  themselves  to  this  question.  This 
Bill  would  fail  to  achieve  the  results  for 
which  it  was  designed.  He  (Sir  £. 
Ashmead-Bartlett)  had  listened  with  in- 
terest to  the  speech  of  the  Solicitor 
General,and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  made  the  only 
practical  attempt  that  had  been  made 
in  the  course  of  the  Del>atc  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Bill  to  defend  the  measure. 
Of  course,  he  excepted  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, who  introduced  the  measure  ;  but 
he  was  bound  to  say  that  the  Solicitor 
General  endeavoured  to  make  a  more 
practical  and  detailed  defence  of  the 
Bill  than  its  author  and  introducer 
bad  made.  He  (Sir  E.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett),   however,    affirmed    that    the 
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jasure  was  udjuBtto  nil  pArtied  wbom  it; 
ecied,  oxoepjt  possibly  to  a.ftmaU  Hection 
the  tenaotry  of  Ireland  for  whose 
teusibla  relief  it  was  introdaoed*  He 
^uld.take  first  of  all  the  class  for  whose 
ief  1  it  was  introdueeiU  The  Plan  of 
kinpaigD  tenants  were  the  class  of  all 
tiers  ID  Ireland  who  least  deserved  con- 
leratiou  from  the  House.     There  was 

special  trouble  or  distr^s  in  Ireland. 

was  comparatively  peaceful,  because 
a  Governroeut,  and  the  Irish  Party 
10  depeilded  on  the  Goverumeot,  had 

maintain  an  appearance  of  peace- 
Iness,  so  he  refrained  from  drawing 
y.arguroentfrora  that  fact.  But  the  Plan 

Campaign  tenants,  he  would  repeat, 
)re  the  chtss  of  all  others  in  Ireland 
lo  least  deserved  the  consideration  of 
s  House.  They  incurred  their  losses 
d  sufferings  deliberately.  They  went 
t  of  their  tenancies,  when  most  of  thorn 
ire  well  able  to  meet  their  liabilities, 
me  went  out  at  the  persuasion  of  their 
iders,  and  others  under  terrorism.  He 
>uld  remind  the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo 
Ett  when  the  tenants  on  several  estates 
)re  willing  to  settle  and  come  to  terms 
th  their  landlordn,  they  were  prevented 

the  operation  of  outrage  and  terrorism 
plied  under  the  direction  of  himself  and 
3  friends  from  coming  to  terms  and  so 
»m  remaining  in  their  holdings.  The 
ienbelgh  tenants  owed  some  £6,160, 
d  they  were  offered  complete  release  if 
ey  paid  £900,  which  was  to  include  the 
lole  of  their  arrears  and  law  costs.  The 
lenbeigh  tenants  were  in  favour  of  ac- 
pting  this  offer  when  they  were  prevented 
>m  doing  so  by  the  pressure  and  terrorism 
ercised  by  the  agitators  of  wbom  the  hon. 
emberforMayo  was  the  principal.  Glen- 
igh  was  a  typical  instance,  and  a 
oof  that  these  evicted  tenants  were  not! 
ecially  worthy  of  the  attention  of  this 
[)'ise.     With  regard  to  the  landowner, 

had  gross  injustice  done  to  him  under 
is  Bill.  His  right  of  ownership  was 
ken  from  him.  No  adequate  provision 
is  made  for  him  in  cases  where  he  had 
ent  large  sums  of  money  upon  the  hold- 
^,and  hemightbecompelledtoreinstate, 
ainst  his  will,  a  dishonest  or  insolvent 
lant.  .  With  respect  to  the  new  tenant, 
are  was  not  a  new  tenant  in  Ireland  who, 
be  was  courageons  enough  to  resist  the 
plication  for  reinstatement  by  the  man 
K>»  either  through  insolvency  or  dis- 


hone^tyf  might  Imveb^n  out  of  hii^  bold' 
in^  lo,  12,  H),  or  6  years,  thsit  woiilti  not 
be  made  tn  suffer  bitterly  \m  hh  person 
and  property.  His  life,  to  quote  the 
Member  for  Mayo,  **  would  not  bo  a  Itappy 
one  either  a-t  home  or  if  he  crossed  the 
Att»iutic/^  The  new  teuant  would  be 
subjet.'r  to  lerrorism,  hoyeottiag,  »ml  out- 
nkgv,  HU  family  would  betlireateiiBd^  \i\» 
pro|Ji'rry  would  be  eTidaugered,  mn\  Ww- 
poaitiou  svould  be  rendered  intolerable. 
TheuuwTiiteti  law  of  the  Leaj^ue  would  he 
applied  to  him  in  such  a  way  that  rhe 
dau^et^  ill  the  Bill  tluit  gave  him  a 
nominal  protection  would  [irove  to  be 
a  dend  letter.  He  opposed  thin  Bill  bo- 
oau!*e  it  would  set  a  bad  osampte  not 
only  to  the  pet) pic  of  Irehiud,  buu  to  the 
people  of  thirt  eouutrv*  It  war  the 
crown  lug  lipeciineu  of  a  long  (>olicy  of 
payinj»:  blackmail  to  lawlessucse,  which 
had  xvorked  »uch  iujnrv  and  ruin  to  Ire- 
lanii  ia  the  past,  it  would  tm^ettle 
every thiug  and  t?ettle  nothiug*  It  wotild 
raise  hopes  which  were  impossiNe  to  be 
fulfilled-  It  would  eueonruge  the  thrift- 
less and  the  lawless  at  the  expense  of 
the  industrious  and  law-abidi»«j-  It 
would  lie  felt  to  he  a  great  iajusifee  to 
the  people  of  Kngland  and  Scotland* 
Owing  to  ocouomical  causen^  there  was 
more  suffering,  more  want  of  employment, 
more  mis^iery  in  England  ai^d  Scotland, 
than  CDiild  be  found  in  Ireland  at  this 
time.  The  poor  of  this  eouLitry  had 
borr:e  their  sutteriug  with  a  courage  aud 
patience  which  merited  all  eommendatiou; 
they  had  not  terrorised  women  and  chil- 
dren I  they  liad  ikjI  lioycottetl  their 
neighbours,  or  mutilated  cattle.  TUey 
had  not  cominittcil  any  of  those  odious 
outniges  which  had  so  often  disgracod 
the  history  of  agmrian  revolution  in  Ire- 
land. Ileanked  Her  jMajesty's  Ministers 
what  the  feelings  of  the  suft'eriag  working 
classes  of  tins  country  w^onld  be  when 
they  foniid  that  a  deaf  ear  was  turned  to 
their  eomplnint:s,  and  that  no  sum  of 
public  money  was  voted  for  their  relief, 
artd  not  evejj  a  single  day  of  f^ym pathetic 
disenssion  >vas  atibrded  to  their  troubles* 
and  complaints.  Wlmt  w^ould  the  Bnti&h 
people  say  when  they  found  that 
£2oO,(X>0  of  public  money  at  the  outset, 
and  very  much  more  before  tliifi  question 
could  tie  settled,  was  to  be  given  to  relieve 
the  wanton  and  reckless  conspirators  ,of 
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that   crimiDal   coDspiracy^   the   Plan   of 
Campaign  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  think  it  will  be  generally  admitted  after 
the  Debate  to  -which  we  have  listened 
now  for  three  nights  that  the  Bill  of 
which  the  Second  Reading  is  now  pro- 
posed for  our  acceptance  is  one  which  is, 
from  the  nature  of  its  proTisions  and  from 
the  consequences  which  are  likely  to  flow 
from  it,  the  most  important  which  the 
Goyernment  have  laid  before  us  during 
the  whole  time  in  which  they  have  held 
Office  in  this  country.  And  yet  I  notice 
that  to  defend  their  Bill  in  the  whole 
course  of  that  three  nights*  Debate  no 
Cabinet  Minister  had  risen  to  support 
the  Chief  Secretary,  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
observe,  no  Cabinet  Minister  has  been 
marked  out,  during  the  short  time  that 
remains  to  us  before  the  Division  is 
taken,  to  defend  the  course  for  which  the 
Cabinet,  as  a  whole,  are  responsible.  On 
whom,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  the  burden  fallen 
of  defending  this  Bill  ?  Not,  at  all  events, 
up  to  the  present  moment,  on  the  Chief 
Secretary,  who  only  gave  us  at  the  very 
beginning  of  this  Debate  a  brief  speech 
of  some  20  minutes,  principally  occupied 
not  with  the  main  principles  of  the 
measure  but  with  certain  alterations 
which  he  intended  to  propose  in  Com- 
mittee when  we  came  to  discuss  the 
clauses,  and  after  he  had  sat  down, 
except  the  Solicitor  General  to-night,  an 
English  Law  Officer,  the  whole  responsir 
bility  for  defending  the  Government  pro- 
posals has  been  thrown  upon  the  shoulders 
of  two  Irish  Representatives — the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo,  who  spoke  just  now, 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Louth,  who  spoke  earlier  in  the  evening. 
I  think  the  speeches  delivered  by  these 
two  gentlemen  were  instrnctive.  They 
showed  the  exact  amount  of  argumenta- 
tive support  which  this  Bill  is  going  to 
derive  from  Irish  Members.  The  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo — I  have  to  admit 
that  I  did  not  hear  his  speech,  and 
I  therefore  shall  be  very  chary  in 
criticising  it — I  understand  devotetl  no 
small  portion  of  his  remarks  to  explaining 
to  the  House  the  reasons,  very  interesting 
personal  reasons,  no  doubt,  which  he 
attributed  to  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
near  mo  for  leaving  the  Irish  Bar.  My 
hon.  and  learne<l  Friend  was  an  ornament 
to  the  Irish  Bar,  and  is  an  ornament  to 

Sir  £,  Ash  mead' Bartlett 


the  English  Bar  ;  but  I  do  not  know  that 
his  biography  is  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion at  the  present  moment,  and 
whether  he  did  or  did  not  render  great 
services  to  the  Government  of  Ireland, 
of  which  I  was  the  responsible  Minister 
in  this  House,  may  be  a  matter  of  moment 
to  me,  and  is  indeed  a  matter  of  gratitude 
to  me,  but  is  not  a  subject  relevant  to 
the  discussion  now  before  us.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Louth, 
who,  I  think,  is  not  in  his  place, 
delivered  a  long  speech.  It  was  in- 
tended, I  imagine,  to  be  a  reply  to  the 
speech  delivered  just  before  him  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham.  The  Member  for  Louth's 
speech  was  neither  a  reply  to  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham, nor  was  it  relevant,  through 
three-quarters  of  its  length,  at  all  events, 
to  the  Bill  now  before  us.  It  was 
neither  relevant  nor  was  it  accurate.  He 
devoted  his  'time  to  giving  a  sketch  of 
the  land  legislation  for  Ireland  since  the 
year  1881,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  his 
sketch  was  neither  pertinent  to  this  Bill 
nor  was  it  accurate  in  itself.  I  do  not 
like  to  hear  these  statements  repeated 
over  and  over  again  in  this  House  about 
the  land  legislation  for  Ireland  that  we 
have  passed  without  dealing  with  them 
in  some  shape  or  another,  but  the  fictions 
and  misrepresentations  on  this  subject 
which  various  Members,  chiefly  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  to  whom  I  have 
alluded,  but  also  some  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  have  thought  proper  to  give  to 
the  House— many  of  the  Members  of 
which  probably  did  not  bear  in  mind  the 
details  of  that  legislation — this  history  is 
so  fictitious  that  I  do  not  venture  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  in  exposing 
all  the  errors  into  which  these  hon. 
and  learned  Gentlemen  have  succes- 
sively fallen.  One  statement  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  which 
was  dwelt  upon  by  him  at  great  length, 
is  such  an  admirable  specimen  of  the  kind 
of  narrative  to  which  we  are  treated  upon 
this  subject  from  gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway,  and  from  those  who  sympa- 
thise with  them  on  the  other  side,  that 
I  must,  at  all  events,  call  sufficient  atten- 
tion to  it  to  note  my  own  disagreement 
with  the  statement  of  the  learned  Gentle- 
man. His  whole  speech  was  an  indict- 
ment against  our   attempts  to  legislate 
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*  the  Irish  tenant,  and  his  principal 
ample  of  our  incapacity  was  based 
on  the  fact  that  tenants  who  had  ap- 
ed for  a  fair  rent  were,  owing  to  the 
^s  of  business  in  the  Irish  Land 
>urt8,  prevented  year  after  year  from 
bting  that  fair  rent  fixed,  and  that 
ring  all  these  years,  before  a  fair  rent 
ks  fixed,  they  were  the  helpless  victims 
landlord  tyranny,  liable  at  any  moment 
be  turned  out  on  the  hillside  with  their 
nilies,  deprived  of  their  holdings  and 
3ir  means  of  livelihood.  The  learned 
^ntleman  must  have  known,  when  he 
kde  that  statement,  that  he  was  mis- 
hding  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
ows,  no  man  in  this  House  knows  better 
ui  the  learned  Gentleman,  that  the 
lant,  after  having  applied  for  a  fair 
it,  could  not  be  turned  out  of  his  hold- 
l  without  the  leave  of  the  Court.  What 
[ly  it  is  to  tell  us  that  we  are  incapable 

legislating  for  Ireland  in  regard  to 
)se  questions  between  landlord  and 
aant.  What  folly  it  is  to  tell  us  that 
i  have  made  mistakes  when,  as  a  matter 

fact,  these  mistakes  have  not  been 
Eule,  and  when  it  stands  upon  the  face 
the  Statute  Book  that  the  very  difficulty 

which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
in  referred  has  been  amply  provided 
r—lUr.  T.  M.  Healy  :  No,  no  I] 
and  that  no  tenant  who  applied  for  a 
ir  rent  could  be  turned  out  of  his  hold- 
B^  at  the  mere  will  of  his  landlord,  but 
at  the  consent  of  the  responsible  Court 
is  to  be  required  first.  [Mr.  T.  M. 
EALY :  Nonsense.]  The  learned  Gentle- 
»n  is  civil  enough  to  describe  thatstate- 
snt  as  nonsense.  I  will  give  him  the 
portunity  of  refuting  it  at  the  present 
)ment. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  presume  the 
^ht  hon.  Gentleman  is  referring  to  the 
ction  of  the  Act  of  1887. 
Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  1881. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  1881.  The 
rht  hon.  Gentleman  refers  to  the  13th 
stion. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Certainly. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  say  the  13th 
stion  does  nothing  of  the  kind. 
Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  What  the 
th  section  does  is  to  enable  a  tenant  who 
8  applied  for  a  fair  rent  and  against 
lom  a  writ  of  ejectment  has  been  issued 
apply  to  the  Court  for  a  stay  of  evic* 
»n.     What  more  can  you  ask  for  ? 


•Mr.  T.M.  HEALY  :  IwillteJUberigUt 
hon,  GeDtlemau  that  it  haa  uot  been 
availed  of.  It  was  emight  to  1>€  availed 
of  in  one  case,  and  from  that  day  to  the 
present  it  has  proved  absolutely  iuopera- 
tive.  The  rigbt  hon,  Geatleamu  must 
estnVtliah  the  proposition  which  he  calls 
upon  me  to  deny  or  defend-  I  should  J>o 
happy  to  do  so.  But  he  has  established 
nothiug.  I  challeuge  any  gentleman  to 
show  auy  proposition  of  the  kind  he 
refers  to.  The  provision  in  hin  own 
Act  of  1887  is  ranch  more  to  the  pot  tit. 

Mr,  a,  J.  BALFOUR  i  What  I  stilted 
was  absolutely  accurate,  and  whtit  the 
learned  Gentleman  has  stated  is  ubso- 
Intel  V  with  on  t  foundation* 

Mr,  T.  M,  HEALY  :  Read  the  sec- 
tion, 

Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  t  I  have  not 
got  the  section.  But  will  any  gentle- 
man on  that  Bench  deny  that  this  13th 
section  of  the  Act  of  18*^1  did  give  the 
tenant  power,  rf  he  applied  for  a  fair 
rent,  to  prevent  the  writ  of  ejectment 
being  enforced  against  him  unless  the 
Conrt  prononnced  on  the  matter  ? 

Mr,  T,  M.  HEALY  :    I  deny  it, 

Mk,  A.  J,  BALFOUR  :  I  assert  it. 
I  assert  what  m  more,  that  innumerable 
cases — many  cases — have  been  decided 
under  that  section, 

Mu.  T,  M,  HEALY  :  One  only. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Many  cases  have 
been  decided  under  that  clausCj  and  it 
has  not  been  left  by  the  Irish  tenants,  aii 
some  other  clauses  perhaps  have  been^  a 
dead  letter.  But  that  reminds  me — Are 
we  responsible  Ijecause  the  Irish  teimnts 
do  not  take  advantage  of  our  legislation  ? 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Had- 
dingtonshire made  a  very  able  and  in- 
teresting speech  upon  this  Bill  on  Friday 
last,  and  be  admitted  that  certain  classes 
in  the  existing  Acts  of  Parliameut  would 
have  met  the  case  of  the  Irish  tenanL 
But  he  said  that  "  the  Irish  tenants  made 
it  a  point  of  honour  not  to  avail  thtiii- 
selves  of  it."  Is  our  legislation  tu  )ie 
monlded^  not  by  the  nece.ssities  of  the  case, 
bul  by  the  fancies  of  one  set  of  people  and 
the  political  necessities  of  another  set  of 
people  ?  No,  Sir,  this  Honse  ean  only 
be  Jisked  to  deal,  and  to  deal  ia  a  reason- 
able spirit,  with  the  necessities  of  the 
case  ;  and  if  we  have  provided  clauses  in 
our  Bill  a(iec|uate  to  protect  the  Irish 
tenants    it  Is  childish  to  come  down  to 
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this  House  atMl  teli  us  that  the  Irish 
tenants,  through  a  point  of  honour,  have 
refused  to  avail  themselves  of  the  pro- 
visions, and  that  therefore  a  new  land 
tribunal  must  be  added  to  the  existing 
land  tribunals  by  which  their  interests 
are  to  be  protected.  But  I  have  not 
merely  to  complain  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  for  being  inaccurate. 
I  have  also  to  complain  of  him  for  being 
irrelevant.  He  went  through,  in  his  long 
narrative  of  Irish  legislatiou,  a  great 
many  matters  which  have  nothing  to  do 
with  what  we  are  concerned  A^nth,  and 
only  one  Bill  did  he  mention  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  founding  on  it 
a  tu  quoque  argument  against  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham.  What  was  his  one  debat- 
ing point  against  that  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man ?  It  was  that  in  1882  the  Govern^ 
ment  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Midlothian,  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  a  member,  passed  an 
Arrears  Act  which  was  a  measure  far 
more  extreme  than  the  present  Bill, 
larger  in  its  scope,  and  containing  a 
greater  violation  of  known  principles. 
In  particular,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  attempted  to  make  out  that 
under  the  Arrears  Act  of  1882  there 
was  a  parallel  to  the  provision  in  the 
present  Bill  by  which  the  landlord  was 
compelled  to  take  a  tenant  of  whom  he 
did  not  approve.  Sir,  there  is  not  a 
word  of  truth  in  that  allegation.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  entirely 
in  error.  The  Arrears  Act  of  1882  was 
absolutely  voluntary.  [Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy  :  No.]  That  Act  was  voluntary 
in  the  case  of  every  tenant  whose  con- 
nection with  the  holding  has  been  finally 
severed,  which  is  the  case  of  every  tenant 
under  this  Bill.  [Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  : 
No.]  For  all  that  class  of  tenants  the 
Arrears  Act  was  absolutely  voluntary. 
[Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  :  No.]  The  hon. 
Member  has  got  one  Statute ;  let  him 
get  the  other. 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  allow  me  to  read  the 
Statute  I  have  got,  and  I  will  convince 
him  on  that  point,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  We  will 
come  to  that. 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  You  are  trying 
to  deceive  the  House.  [Ctiek  of 
"Order!"] 

Mr.  A.  J,  Balfour 


\  Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  can 
come  to  that  poipt  of  the  argmnent, 
which  I  have  now  passed,  later,  and  the 
hon.  Member  will  then  have  an  oppor<* 
tunity  of  explaining.  I  am  now  making 
a  new  statement,  and  hope  he  will 
contradict  me  before  I  have  left  this  part 
of  the  argument.  What  I  now  state  is 
that  the  Arrears  Act  of  1882  as  between 
landlord  and  tenant  was  purely  voluntary 
in  the  case  of  every  tenant  who  had 
finally  severed  all  connection  with  bis 
holding.  [Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  : 
No.]  That  is  a^jcurate,  then.  In 
what  respect  was  it  not  voluntary  ? 
Only  when  tbe  six  mouths'  redemption 
had  not  passed,  or  when  the  six  months^ 
had  been  extended  by  the  Court ;  or,  in 
other  words,  it  was  only  not  voluntary 
cases  where  the  tenant  still  had  a  lien  on 
the  holding  and  still  had  a  right  to  rein- 
statement. That  is  an  accurate  state- 
ment of  the  law.  How,  then,  could  tbe 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  have  the  face 
— have  the  courage  to  attack  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
for  having  given  a  precedent  in  the 
Arrears  Act  of  1882  for  the  powers 
sought  to  be  acquired  by  this  Bill  of 
forcibly  reinstating  an  ex-tenant,  a  man 
who  has  no  further  connection  with  the 
holding,  against  the  will. of  the  owner  of 
the  land  ?  Although  I  do  not  admire 
the  Act  of  1882,  or  think  it  was  an  Act 
which  on  the  whole  tended  to  agrarian 
settlement  in  Ireland,  still,  whatever  its 
merits  or  demerits,  it  is  no  precedent  for 
the  extraordinary  legislation  now  pro- 
posed. '  There  is  one  characteristic  com- 
mon to  the  speeches  of  the  hon.  Members 
for  Mayo  and  Louth,  and  that  is  that  they 
have  carefully  avoided  either  to  defend 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  as  it  stands  or 
to  show  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  as 
they  stand  are  likely  to  be  a  final  settle* 
ment  of  the  question.  They  have  said 
a  g^eat  deal  about  past  failures  of  Ei^g- 
laod  to  legislate  for  Ireland,  and  they 
have  attacked  both  Parties  in  this  House. 
They  have  delivered  their  invectives 
against  the  Member  for  Midlothian  and 
others,  but  have  we  not  some  right  to 
ask  them  to  *  idake  iooie  defen<te  ol  the 
Bii^^-to  make  some  attempt  to  show 
that  if  tbe  Bill  is  passed  the  agrarian 
question  in  Ireland  will  be  finally  settled  ? 
These  gentlemen,  and  espeoialiy  the 
!Member  for  Louth,  have  fought  very  shy 
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of  tbe  PLan  of  CampaigD.  The  hon. 
M^nber  for  Maf  o  said  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paigti  was  a  matter  oq  wbieb  he  oolj 
talked  to  his  constituenta.  The  hou. 
Member  for  Louth  may  or  may  not  talk 
to  his  coDstititeots  about  it,  but  he  oer- 
tainlj  does  not  talk  about  it  here,  and  it 
wibs  left  to  geutlemeu  like  the  hou.  Mem- 
ber for  Northamptonshire  to  explain  to 
the  House  that  there  might  be  a  slight 
taint  of  illegality  liugeriug  here  and 
there  about  the  folds  of  tbe  Plan  of 
Campaign,  but  that,  ou  tbe  Whole,  the 
circumstances  were  such  that  much 
ought  to  be  forgotten,  and  that  we 
should  not  visit  with  too  heavy  a 
judgment  any  slight  infractions  of 
the  criminal  law  which  the  Irish  tenant 
might  have  been  tempted  to  commit. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Cork  said,  '*  No 
one  knew  it ,  was  illegal  uqtil  seven 
weeks  after  it  was  started  " — an  example 
of  innocence  which  his  enemies  admire — 
if  he  has  enemies — and  which  his  friends 
wonder  at.  Though  I  do  not  think  it 
strictly  relevant  to  this  discussion,  I 
oaanot  allow  to  pass  the  defence  now 
repeated  for  the  thousandth  time  that  the 
Flan  of  Campaign  was  justified  by  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Parneirs  Bill  of  1886  was 
not  passed.  That  is  a  statement  which 
some  people  believe  to  be  true  because  it 
has  been  said  so  often.  It  was  originally 
invented  by  people  who  were  very  de* 
sirous  of  making  themselves  the  allies  of 
hon.  Grentlemen  below  the  Gangway,  but 
were  yet  rather  scrupulous  about  com* 
mitting  themselves  to  a  proposition  which 
would  bring  tbem  into  direct  collision 
with  a  decision  of  a  Court  of  Law. 
They  have  consequently  been  driven 
into  the  most  astounding  perversion  of 
history  which  I  remember  in  my  time, 
and  which  nobody  oould  accept  unless 
for  the  reason  that  mere  repetition  has 
made  that  which  was  originally  extra- 
vagant and  absurd  almost  plausible  and 
commonplace.  What  is  the  statement  ? 
It  Is  this-^-and  I  really  need  do  no  more 
than^  repeat  it  to  the  House.  The  Mem- 
ber fot*  Midlothian's  Government  was  in 
Offiee^daring  the  whole  firat  seven  months 
of  l'S86.  They  went  pnt  of  Offioe  in 
Jnlj.  While  they  were  io  Offioe  they 
proposed  a  Bill  for  giving  Home  Bnle  to 
It^kfld,  and  one'  of  the  propositions  in 
tfailt  9111  was  that  tbe  Irish  tenants  and 
the  Irish  landl«nU  should. have  theriglit 


to  sell  their  property  at  20  years^  pur- 
chase of  the  judicial  rent.  They  went 
out  of  Office  in  July,  and  were  succeeded 
by  the  Government  of  which  I  was  a 
Member.  In  September  of  that  year 
Mr.  Parnell  brought  forward  a  Bill  in 
which  he  asked  the  House  to  deal,  in  the 
first  place,  with  arrears,  and,  in  the  second 
place,  with  judicial  rents.  The  Bill  was 
rejected,  and  we  are  told  that  the  re- 
jection of  that  Bill  has  been  the  prolific 
mother  of  all  subsequent  land  troubles  in 
Ireland.  What  had  happened  in  the 
interval  between  the  Governmont  of  the 
Member  for  Midlothian  going  out  and 
our  coming  in  to  reverse  and  revolutionise 
the  whole  position  of  the  tenantry  ?  If 
it  was  just  to  vote  in  June  for  a  Bill 
which  enabled  the  landlord  to  sell  at  20 
years'  purchase,  what  was  it  made  it  not 
only  mistaken  and  foolish,  but  criminal, 
in  September  to  refuse  to  tamper  with 
tbe  judicial  rents  ?  The  thing  is  grotesque 
on  the  face  of  it.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
go  into  the  details  of  the  question.  The 
fact  that  you  were  in  Office,  and  held 
these  views  about  judicial  rents,  for  the 
first  seven  months  of  1886  makes  it  per- 
fectly certain  either  that  we  were  not 
criminal  in  rejecting  Mr.  ParnelPs  Bill  iu 
September,  or  that,  if  Ave  were  criminal, 
you  and  we  should  be  hanged  on  the  same 
gallows. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  How  about 
the  failure  of  the  harvest  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  thank  the 
hon.  Member  for  that  observation.  Mr. 
Parnell  never  based  his  Bill  on  the  harvest ; 
he  based  his  Bill  on  the  fall  of  prices* 
and  the  fall  of  prices  did  not  happen 
between  June  and  September  of  1886. 
The  fall  of  prices  was  a  phenomenon 
known  to  gentlemen  opposite  as  well  as 
to  us  ;  and  it  is  perfectly  preposterous  to 
try  and  make  a  distinction  between  the 
co^rpe  they  pursued  and  the  course  we 
pursued.  If  aqy  evil  resulted,  they  as 
much  as  we  are  responsible  for  it.  But, 
Sir,  in  this  connection  I  should  like  to  ask 
a  question  of  gentlemen  below  the  Gang- 
way. They,  say  the  Act  of  1887,  if  it 
had  had  the  good  fortune  to  pass  in  1886, 
would  have  prevented  al(  the  subsequent 
troubles*  A^Q  they  prepared  to  exclude 
from  the  benefits  of  this  Bill  everybody 
evicted  a^ter  1887  ?  That  is  a  very 
important  questjon,  pf  which  I  think  w^ 
may  hear  a  good .  deal,   iu  Committee. 
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Thej  are  not  so  prepared,  and  I  will  tell 
the  Hoase  why.  They  make  a  great 
pretence  of  saying  that  the  absence  of 
legislation,  like  that  of  1887,  was  the 
justification  for  the  Plan  of  Campaign. 
Now,  three  -  fourths,  I  believe  nine- 
tenths,  of  the  evictions  that  took  plaoe 
under  the  Plan  of  Campaign  took  place 
after  all  the  privileges  conferred  by  the 
Act  of  1887  were  in  possession  of  the 
tenants.  They  could  have  done  all  that 
the  Act  of  1887  enabled  them  to  do. 
They  could  have  stayed  evictions  until 
the  Court  had  pronounced  upon  them ; 
they  could  have  had  their  arrears  spread 
over  such  time  as  the  Court  thought  fit ; 
and  the  enormous  privileges  which  that 
Act  gave  to  the  tenants  were  given  to 
them  before  they  chose  to  leave  their 
holdings.     [Cries  of  "No,  no  I  "] 

Mr.  W.  O'BRIEN :  Yes.  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  deny  that  on  one  estate 
— the  Ponsonby  Estate  —  out  of  200 
tenants  who  had  sent  in  notices  under 
the  Act  of  1887,  6  J  were  served  with 
**  eviction-made-easy  **  notices,  and  had 
their  rights  destroyed  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  It  appears 
to  me  that  no  stronger  case  could  be 
given  in  support  of  my  argument  than 
the  case  which  the  hon.  Member  puts  to 
me.  I  said  that  nine-tenths  of  the 
tenants  were  evicted  after  1887  ;  and 
how  does  the  hon.  Member  meet  that  ? 
By  saying  that  on  an  estate,  which 
he  has  chosen  as  the  best  for 
his  case,  60  out  of  200  tenants  could 
not  avail  themselves  of  the  Act  of  1887  ? 
That  shows  that  140  of  the  tenants  on 
that  estate  could  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  benefits  of  the  Act  had  they 
chosen  to  do  so. 

Mr.  W.  O'BRIEN  :  U  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  allow  me,  I  will  give 
him  another  case.  On  the  Mitchelstown 
Estate,  of  500  tenants,  who  claimed 
under  the  Act,  not  one  of  them  wonld 
have  acquired  a  single  right  under  the 
Act,  if  I  had  not  gone  to  gaol  to  save 
them. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  daresay 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  may  have  saved 
the  rights  of  the  tenants  by  going  to 
gaol,  but  I  say  that  they  would  have 
been  much  more  effectually  saved  if  they 
had  taken  advantage  of  the  Act  of  1887. 
These  are  facts  of  which  the  House  oan 
easily  obtain  cognisance,  because  they  | 
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are  contained  in  the  Report  of  Mr.  Justice 
Matbew*6  Commission.  It  appears  that 
upon  the  Ponsonby  Estate  there  were 
only  nine  tenants  in  all  who  were  evicted 
before  May  27th,  1887.  That  appears 
to  me  to  lie  on  the  face  of  the  Return.  I 
have  looked  at  it  hastily  and,  of  course, 
I  hiay  be  wrong.  If  only  nine  tenants 
were  evicted  before  1888  it  is  clear  that 
the  whole  of  the  residue  must  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  Act  we  passed  in  1887. 

Mr.  W.  O'BRIEN  :  Those  nine  cases 
are  cases  of  physical  and  actual  eviction. 
I  spoke  of  at  least  60  cases  in  which 
there  had  been  originating  notices  under 
the  Act  of  1887,  and  who  were  served 
with  "  eviction-made-easy  "  notices  which 
destroyed  them. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  hon. 
Member  appears  to  base  his  statement  on 
what  the  tenants  intended  to  do.  I  am 
telling  the  House  what  actually  occurred 
at  it  appears  by  the  Parliamentary  Return 
of  the  Commission.  It  appears  that  only 
nine  tenants  were  actually  evicted  on 
that  estate  before  1888.  Certainly  we 
shall*  ask  the  House,  when  the  Bill  comes 
to  be  discussed  in  Committee,  to  confine 
its  operation  to  those  tenants  only  whom 
hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway  think 
ought  to  have  had  the  advantage  of  the 
Act  of  1887  before  it  became  law«  I 
protest  against  the  view  that  we  have  got 
not  only  to  meet  Irish  grievances  but 
Irish  fancies  in  relation  to  this  question. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Haddingtonshire  argued,  in  justifica- 
tion of  the  Bill,  that  the  Irish  tenants 
had  made  it  a  point  of  honour  not  to  take 
advantage  of  our  legislation.  The  fact, 
therefore,  is  that  when  we  get  this  tem- 
porary Board  of  Conciliation,  or  whatever 
you  like  to  call  it,  it  will  act  for  the  pur- 
pose of  meeting,  not  the  necessities  of  the 
ease,  but  the  points  of  honour  of  the  Irish 
tenants.  I  have  been  trying  to  think 
what  class  of  the  community  will  be  bene- 
fited by  the  Bill.  I  will  not  go  through 
them  all — the  time  at  my  disposal  is  too 
short — I  will  hurry  over  them,  and  will 
begin  with  that  most  injured  individual, 
the  British  taxpayer.  What  will  he 
gain  by  the  Bill  ?  He  will  gain  the  pos- 
session of  a  very  large  number  of  insol- 
vent tenants  without  the  guarantees  that 
hitherto  have  been  thought  necessary  be- 
fore he  became  a  landlord  at  all. 
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Mb.  J.  MOBLE Y  :  Before  he  became 
a  landlord  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB  :   Before  he 
became  a  mortgagee.      The    Solicitor 
General  surprised  me  very  much  in  this 
connection.      He  asked  what  there  was 
in  this  Bill  which  made  the  purchasers 
who  were  likely  to  become  debtors   to 
the   State    less  desirable  debtors  than 
those  who  purchased  under  the  existing 
Land   Purchase    or    Ashbourne    Acts. 
What,  the  hon.  Grentleman  asked,  made 
the  security  worse  ?     I  will  tell  him.  It 
lies  on  the  surface  of  the  Bill,  and  re- 
quires no  recondite  research  to  discover. 
There  is  less  outside  security  under  this 
Bill,    and     the     men    themselves     are 
beggars.       We  are    all  ready   to  have 
bankrupt  debtors  if  there  is  good  outside 
security,  and  are  prepared  to  have  debtors 
without  outside  security  if  they  are  sol- 
vent. But  this  measure  at  once  deprives 
us  of  the  security  which  the  debtor  pro- 
vides  and   of  that  which  the  Act  pro- 
vides.    These  men  are  bankrupt.  Either 
they  were  unable  to  pay  rent  when  they 
left  their  holdings,  or,  being  then  about 
to  pay,  they  must  now,  having  been  out 
of  their  holdings  for  a  number  of  years, 
have  dissipated  or  lost  by  the  processes 
of  eviction   such  capital   as   they   once 
possessed.     In  those   circumstances  the 
debtor  himself  cannot  provide  sufficient  se- 
curity. But  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts 
there  was  an  outside  security .  The  selling 
landlord   was  obliged  to  leave  one-fifth 
of  the  purchase   money  as   a   security. 
That  fifth  is  not  exacted  under  this  Bill. 
You  propose  to  saddle  the  British  tax- 
payer with  a  number  of  tenants  who  can 
neither  pay  themselves  nor  find  security 
for  their  payments      That  is  the  burden 
on  the  taxpayer  ;  but,  in  addition  to  that 
evil,  the  Bill  will  produce  the  evil  men- 
tioned by  the  hon.  Member  for  Tyrone, 
who     pointed    out    with    unanswerable 
force  that  you  destroy  by  this  procedure 
the  whole  value  of  your  Purchase  Acts, 
you  besmirch  the  whole  body  of  pur- 
chase tenants,  you  introduce  into  their 
midst  men  who  are  not  of  them,'  who 
have  not  their  qualifications,  not  their 
claims   on    our    regard,   and   not    their 
solvency.     By  so  doing  you  will  in  the 
long  run  bring  into  discredit  your  whole 
system  of  purchase,  and  thereby  imperil 
the  one  solitary   remedy  to   which   we 
can  look  for  the  settlement  of  the  agrarian 
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difficulty.  So  much  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  taxpayer.  What  will  the 
British  tenant  think  of  this  Bill  ?  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Louth  has 
drawn  attention  to-night  to  one  or  two 
cases  of  hardship  which  have  come  under 
the  notice  of  the  Committee  upstairs. 
Well,  I  daresay  there  are  cases  of  hard- 
ship. But  does  the  hon.  Member  think 
that  Ireland  is  the  only  place  where  hard- 
ship can  occur  as  between  landlord  and 
tenant  ?  Does  he  think  that  no  man  has 
ever  been  evicted  from  a  town  lodging  in 
London  or  Leeds  ? 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Has  the  man 
built  his  house  ?     [**  Hear,  hear  !  "] 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  amazed 
that  that  interruption  should  be  cheered. 
Do  hon.  Members  not  know,  'what  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  knows  per- 
fectly well,  and  what  the  occupants  of 
the  Treasury  Bench  know  perfectly  well, 
that  this  House  has  exhausted  itself  in 
taking  precautions  for  preserving  to  the 
Irish  tenant,  if  he  chooses  to  use  the 
instruments  put  into  his  hands,  every  im- 
provement that  he  has  made  ? 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  ;  Ask  RusseU 
about  that. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  thinks  that  the  Irish 
tenants'  improvements  are  not  sufficiently 
protected. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :    Certainly  not. 
Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :    That  may 
be  so,  but  I  understand  that  the  Com- 
mittee upstairs   is  considering  that  very 
question  at  this  moment,  and  before  pro- 
nouncing a  definite  judgment  upon  the 
point  we  had  better  wait  until  the  Com- 
mittee has   reported.     No,  the  English 
tenant,  with  whose  case  I  was  dealing, 
knows  perfectly  well   that    he,  like  his 
Irish  brother,  may  have  been  the  victim 
of  low  prices  and  occasionally  of  a  hard 
landlord,  and  what  will   he  think   of  a 
plan  which  is  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  public  money  for  restoring  one 
class  of  tenants  only,  and  which  leaves 
absolutely  untouched  the  cases  o£  other 
classes   of  tenants?     I   think   the  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  will  discover, 
when  they  go  before  their  constituencies, 
that  the  British  farmer,  the  artizan,  the 
British  occupier  of  a  town  holding,  will 
find  considerable  difficulty  in  seeing  why 
his,  the  loyal   subject's,   case  is   to  be 
differentiated    from    that   of    his    Irish 
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brp(;ber,  wbo,  whateyer  .he  may  have 
doge  in  Bupporl  of  tba  Liberal  Furty,  lias, 
at  all  eveotB,  iiut  shown  himself  an  aver<> 
loyal  subject  of  the  Queeu.  But,  leaviii^ 
tbe.British  tenant,  how  about  the  solvent 
Irish  tenaut  ?  The  solveot  IrisL  tenant, 
says  the  bon.  and  Jearned  Gentleman,  is 
not  protected  from  having  a  rent  fixed 
uppn  his  improvemento.  That  may  be 
true  ;  but  the  solvent  tenant,  who  paysihis 
d^bts,  and  has  some  sense  of  the  obliga^ 
tion  entailed  by  the  laws  of  his  country, 
wiU  certainly  not  regard  with  a  very 
favourable  eye  this  measure,  passed  in 
favour  of  his  erring  brother,  which  hands 
•over  public  money  to  a  particular  and  not 
very  deserving  section  of  the  community. 
Even  the  evicted  Plan  of  Campaign 
tenant  who  has  settled  with  his  landlord 
will  have  reason  to  complain  of  thb  Bill. 
He  has  gone  back  as  a  future  tenant,  but 
the  man  who  has  held  out  until  public 
money  is  voted  to  assist  him  comes  back 
with  a  promise  of  public  aid  in  rebuilding 
his  house,  and  not  as  a  future  tenant,  but 
as  a  present  tenant,  with  every  privilege 
which  he  forfeited  by  being  evicted. 
Then  how  aboqt  the  landlord  ?  .  He  will 
be  saddled  with  a  tenant  whom  he  pre- 
s.umably  dislikes,  upon  terms  far  worse 
t^ian  those  which  lie  has  already  made, 
in  all  probability,  with  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  tenants  who  have  settled  with 
i)im  before  the  B.ill  comes  into  operation. 
How  are  you  going  to  justify  such  a  state 
<xl  things  as  that  ?  Without  your  Bill 
tenants  have,  as  opportunity  arose,  settled 
with  their  landlonls.  And  are  these 
teaants  to  get  greater  privileges  than 
those  who  have  paid  their  own  way  ? 
The  whole  thing  is  intrinsically  absurd 
and  unjust.  The  next  class  I  have  to 
mention — and  I  have  almost  enumerated 
aU  the  classes  I  wish  to  speak  about — is 
the  class  that  is  politely  described  as 
^'  land-grabbers,'*  and  in  certain  cases  as 
"planters."  The  Secretary  for  Ireland 
in  the  first  instance,  and  the  Solicitor 
General  in  the  second  place,  have  said — 

^  Grant  that  yoor  so-called  land-grabber  is 
in  danger  at  the  present  time,  how  is  his  danger 
going  to  be  increased  by  this  Bill  ?" 

The  Solicitor  General  shows  his  inno- 
cence with  regard  to  this  Irish  matter, 
which,  to  do  him  justice,  he  never  dis* 
played  when  he  fought  the  Chauoelbr  of 
the  Exchequer's  battle  with  regard  to 
^nance.  I  will  explain  why  tlie  planter 
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is  in  greater  danger'  now- than  he  has 
been  before.  The  danger  will  be  in- 
creased, I  say,' b^ean^e  there  is  some- 
body who  undar  the  Bill,  if  it  becomes 
law,  will  profit  either  by  the  death  or  by 
the  expulsion  of  the  present  tenants  from 
their  holdings^  At  the  present  moment, 
if  the  polioe  do  not  prevent  him,  the 
evicted  tenant  may  shoot,  boyeott,  or 
intimidate  him,  and  drive  bim  from  his 
holding.  But  when  that  is  done  the 
evicted  tenant  is  no  nearer  to  getting 
possession  of  the  holding  than  he  was 
before.  The  landlord  will  probably  not 
be  so  mean-spirited  a  hound  as  to  give 
the  farm  to  a  man  who  has  shot  or  boy- 
cotted the  previous  tenant,  and  the  man 
who  has  been  evicted  and  wishes  to -get 
back  is  no  nearer  that  consummation 
than  he  was  before.  But  when  you  have 
passed  this  Bill  the  evicted  tenant  and 
the  evicted  tenant's  friends  will  know 
that  nothing  stands  between  them  and 
compulsory  reinstatement  except  the 
death  or  expulsion  of  this  tenant.  They 
will  have  something  more  than  the 
motive  of  bare  revenge  ;  they  will  have 
the  motive  of  direct  self-interest,  and 
human  nature  being  what  it  is,  and  the 
motives  which,  unhappily,  under  bad 
guidance,  animate  the  Irish  tenant  being 
what  they  are,  no  man  can  tell  me  that 
the  man  who  has  taken  an  evicted 
farm  has  as  good  a  chance  of  main- 
taining life  and  limb  intact  after  this  Bill 
passes  as  he  has  at  the  present  time. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  the  Solicitor 
General  will  be  able  to  see  how  it  is  that 
the  danger  to  thpse  unfortunate  persons 
will  be  enhanced  after  the  Bill  is  passed. 
There  is  yet  another,  though  a  very  small^ 
class  of  persons  to  be  mentioned — it  is  a 
small  class,  for  it  consists  only  of  three 
persons — those  three  persons,  I  mean, 
who  constitute  the  tribunal  of  unhappy 
gentlemen  whom  you  desire  to  constitute 
under  this  Bill.  How  are  they  going  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  ? 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Had- 
dingtonshire, and,  I  think,  the  Chief 
Secretary,  appeared  to  think  that  no  task 
had  been  thrown  on  these  three  gentle- 
men which  had  not  been  thrown  on  other 
Courts  in  Ireland  before  by  previous 
legislation.  I  deny  that  altogether.  Let 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  great 
lawyer  as  he  is,  put  himself  in  the  posi- 
tion of  one  of  those  unfortunate  trimn- 
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virate.  Let  him  picture  himself  Bitting 
in  a  Star  Chamber  far  from  public 
eriticfJbm,  but  with  an  earnest  desire  to 
curry  out  the  provisions  of  this  Bill. 
What  is  he  told  to  do  ?  He  is  told  to  con- 
sider the  circumstances  of  the  eviction, 
•and  the  circumstances  of  the  district,  the 
method  in  which  the  eviction  was  carried 
out,  and  the  reasonableness  of  the  conduct 
of  the  landlord  and  the  tenant.  He  sets 
to  work  ;  and  what  is  the  kind  of  case 
that  comes  before  him  ?  The  tenant  has 
joined  the  Plan  of  Campatgu.  He  has 
been  perfectly  able  to  pay  his  rent ;  he 
has  refused  to  do  so.  The  rent  was, 
perhaps,  a  reasonable  and  moderate  one. 
All  tliosefaotsare  known  to  those  Judges 
or  umpires,  and  if  they  were  to  go  on 
those  facts  alone  they  would  iibsolutely 
refuse  to  reinstate  a  case  of  this  kind. 
Here  is  a  man  who  could  have  paid  his 
rent,  who  might  have  applied  to  the 
Conns  to  stay  eviction,  who  has  refused  i 
to  pay  his  rent  or  apply  to  the  Court ; 
why  should  we  exercise  this  power  in  his 
favour  ?  All  viery  well,  so  far.  Then  he  | 
looks  to  the  circumstances  of  the  district, 
and  he  makes  inquiry  of  the  police,  and 
learns  from  them  thai  this  evicted  tenant, 
that  this  man  who  had  a  moderate  rent 
and  refused  to  pay,  who  never  applied  to 
the  Court,  is  a  very  dangerous  character, 
that  he  is  in  touch  with  the  Land  League 
of  the  district,  that  he  is  hanging  about 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  holding, 
where  probably  he  has  a  Land  League 
hut,  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  boycot- 
ting the  tenant  of  the  holding,  and  that  he  is 
in  possession  probably  of  a  blunderbuss 
and  other  means  of  Irish  persuasion. 
Then  asks  the  unfortunate  member  of  the 
tribimal  "  Whfet  am  I  to  do  ?  If  I  con- 
sider the  oircumstauces  of  the  landlord 
and  the  tenant  I  think  the  tenant  ought 
not  to  be  reinstated  ;  if  I  consider  the 
circumstances  of  the  district  I  think  he 
ought  to  be  reinstated.'^  How  is  he  to 
compare  these  incomparable  quantities  ? 
How  is  he  to  bring  together  these  im- 
measurable eutities  ?  We  know  exactly 
how  it  will  end.  It  will  end  probably  in 
his  reinstating  the  tenant,  but  suggesting 
to  the  landlord  that  the  man  should  buy, 
and  the  British  taxpSiyer  will  be  the 
ultimate  sufferer.  You  are  throwing  on 
the  tribunal  without  Idstruction,  guidance, 
or  anything  to  help  them  through  the 
difficulties  of  their  position  the  task  of 


being  umpires  in  a  cause  where  the  con- 
troversy is  not  between  two  individuals, 
but  between  two  individuals  in  the  first 
place  and  between  the  forces  of  order  and 
disorder  in  the  second  place.  You  can- 
not deal  with  these  two  forces  on  the 
same  plane,  and  I  defy  any  member  of 
the  tribunal  to  carry  out  your  measure 
with  any  prospect  of  doing  what  you 
describe  as  justice  between  man  and  man. 
I  admit,  however,  that  we  have  to  do 
more  than  to  take  into  account  the  in- 
dividual convenience  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  so  rashly  undertaken  these 
duties,  or  even  of  those  particular  classes 
whose  interest  in  this  Bill  I  have  already 
touched  upon.  You  have  to  consider 
the  general  social  bearing  of  your  Bill  ; 
and  what  is  that'sooial  bearing  ?  After 
this  Bill  passes  it  is  perfectly  certain 
every  tenant  in  Ireland  who  throws  in 
his  lot  with  hon.  Members  from  Ireland 
and  who  suffers  for  *  it  will  think 
that  he  has  thereby  earned  the  title 
to  some  share  of  public  funds,  and  has 
obtained  a  passport  to  the  legislative 
favours  of  this  House.  That  is  one  of 
the  consequences  of  your  legislation. 
Another  consequence  is  that  you  wifl 
never  see  an  evicted  farm  let  in  Ireland 
again.  I  recollect  when  I  was  Chief 
Secretary  the  present  holder  of  that 
office  and  the  late  Prime  Minister  re- 
iterated in  eloquent  terms  in  debate  their 
view  that  it  was  vain  to  talk  of  the  state 
of  Ireland  while  evicted  farms  were  not 
taken.  Evicted  farhis  were  taken  in 
those  days,  and  they  are  taken  now,  but 
will  they  be  taken  in  future  ?  If  thi»  is 
a  measure  of  agrarian  peace  in  Ireland, 
I  ask  whether  a  man  will  -ever  take  an 
evicted  farm  who  knows  that  it  merely 
turns  on  the  Parliamentary  favour  of  the 
Irish  Party  whether  a  Bill  shall  not  be 
brought  in  and  carried  through  which 
will  turn  him  and  his  family  on  to  the 
hillside  and  substitute  in  his  place  a  man 
who  very  likely  has  lost  his  holding 
through  non-payment  of  rent,  and  through 
disregarding  a  contract^  or  through  in- 
capacity to  carry  on  the  business  of  ail 
Irish  farmer  ?  I  do  not*  know  whether 
by  enumerating  the'  evil  consequences  of 
this  measure  I  have  done  anything  to 
infiuehoe  the  opinion,  I  will  not  say  the 
vote,  but  the  opinion  of  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site. But  I  will  offer  them  one  argu- 
ment  which  I  think  will*  have  greater 
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success.  I  would  ask  them  whether  they 
suppose  that  this  Bill  is  going  to  be  a 
final  settlement.  I  can  understand  the 
unhappy  English  legislator,  bothered  by 
the  multiplicity  of  Irish  Land  Acts,  and 
struggling  to  remember  what  are  the 
privileges  given  to  Irish  tenants,  saying, 
'*'  Well,  if  this  will  finish  the  business,  in 
Heaven's  name  let  us  pass  it  and  finish 
with  the  agrarian  question  in  Ireland  I  ^' 
But  is  there  any  prospect  of  that  ?  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Louth  occupied  most  of  his  speech  by 
endeavouring  to  show  that  everything 
that  has  passed  this  House  has  failed 
because  it  was  passed  too  late,  or  because 
some  defect  in  the  Bill  proposed  was  not 
remedied  at  the  appeal  of  the  Irish 
Members.  What  do  ^rou  think  of  this 
Bill  ?  Do  you  think  it  has  no  defect  iu 
the  eyes  of  Irish  Members  ?  You  have 
been  warned  by  explicit  speeches  from  at 
least  three  Nationalist  Members  below  the 
Gangway  that  this  Bill,  whatever  its 
merits,  is  but  an  instalment  on  this 
question.  The  Member  for  the  Harbour 
Division  of  Dublin,  the  Member  for 
Glare,  and  I  think  even  the  Member  for 
Louth,  indicated  that  the  Bill  as  it 
stands  is  not  a  Bill  that  satisfies  them, 
that  they  are  going  to  give  you  warning 
that  something  more  will  be  required ; 
and  depend  upon  it,  if  you  are  mad 
enough  to  pass  this  Bill,  the  time  will 
come  when  these  very  gentlemen  will 
come  down  to  the  House  and  tell  you 
that  when  the  Bill  was  brought  forward 
in  1894  they  warned  the  House  it  would 
not  be  a  settlement  of  the  question  ;  that 
other  and  supplementary  measures  would 
have  to  follow  ;  and  they  will  again  use 
this  incomplete  and  truncated  proposal 
as  a  ground  for  explaining  to  the  British 
House  of  Commons  that  the  British 
House  of  Commons  is  incapable  of  legis- 
lating for  Ireland.  [^Ministerial  cries  of 
"Time!"]  Yes,  I  must  hurry  to  an 
end  as  fast  as  I  can,  for  I  want  to  give 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  a 
trifle  of  time  to  reply.  I  will  only  say 
that  if  this  contention,  which  apparently 
commends  itself  to  the  Treasury  Bench, 
if  the  views  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  and  the  Solicitor  General  are 
accurate,  and  this  Bill  is  really  going  to 
be  an  end  of  the  matter,  I  might  shrug 
my  shoulders  and  refuse  to  look  with  too 
microscopic  an  eye  into  the  defects  of 
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this  Bill  and  say,  **  Well,  if  it  is  to  finish 
the  Irish  question,  in  Heaven's  name  let 
it  go,  with  all  its  defects  upon  it  I  "  But 
is  it  to  end  the  Irish  question  ?  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
General  told  us  before  dinner  that  he 
never  knew  an  instance  of  an  amnesty  at 
the  end  of  a  great  social  war,  a  great 
social  difficulty  which  did  not  bring  with 
it  peace.  Are  we  at  the  end  of  a  great 
social  war?  What  guarantee  have  the 
Government  of  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  is  a  Member  that 
this  is  the  last  demand  going  to  be 
made  on  behalf  of  the  Irish  tenants  to 
the  English  Parliament?  What  gua- 
rantee has  been  given  to  us  that  this  is 
really  the  end  of  the  Irish  Land  Ques- 
tion ?  What  ground  have  we  to  believe 
that  this  is  an  act  of  amnesty  ?  We  have 
no  ground  for  believing  it.  Gentlemen 
below  the  Gangway  within  the  last  few 
few  months  have  threatened  us  with  a 
renewal  of  the  war  in  which  these  Plan 
of  Campaign  tenants  were  evicted.  They 
have  told  us  that  war  will  begin  upon  a 
scale  never  yet  experienced,  and  that 
they  are  prepared,  in  order  to  destroy  the 
land-grabber,  to  put  in  operation  the 
whole  machinery  of  land  agitation  in 
Ireland.  In  these  circumstances,  is  it 
not  madness  for  us  to  pour  out  public 
money  on  those  who  are  fighting  battles 
in  which  we  are  engaged  ?  If  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mayo  and  his  friends  below  the 
Gangway  would  come  down  and  tell  us, 
with  some  evidence  in  favour  of  their 
views,  that  all  the  unhappy  past  will  be 
blotted  out  and  that  the  history  of  Ire- 
land between  1879  and  1894  was  to  be 
turned  down  and  never  again  re-opened, 
then.  Sir,  we  might  take  this  Bill,  or  any 
Bill  which  would  help  us  to  so  happy  a 
consummation.  But,  Sir,  at  the  present 
time,  with  a  threat  of  a  renewal  of  this 
agitation,  with  the  danger  staring  us  in 
the  face  that  these  very  men  and  these 
very  methods  with  whom  we  have  been 
struggling  and  whose  soldiers  you  are 
now  asked  to  pension  will  be  again 
arrayed  against  us,  how  can  you  ask  us 
to  do  anything  to  help  them  ?  Sir,  I 
object  to  this  Bill  because  it  is  opposed 
to  the  interests  of  every  single  class,  so 
far  as  I  can  discover  it,  of  the  community, 
and  I  object  to  it  above  all  because  it  is 
a  contribution  from  the  publie  f nnds  to 
that  Paris  fund  of  which  we  have  heard 
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«o  much,  and  I  do  not  see  why  we 
^Jembers  of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons should  be  made  fellow-oonspiratori 
with  hon.  Grentlemen  below  the  Gangway, 
or  why  we  should  assist  them  by  our 
endeavours  in  what,  after  all,  is  an  illegal 
and,  so  far,  a  futile  and  unsuccessful  con- 
spiracy. 

Mr.  J.  MOBLEY:    I,   for  one,  am 
not  at  all   alarmed   by  the  use  on  the 
part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  of  the 
epithet   "^mad"   to   this   House  in   the 
event  of  its  passing  this  Bill.     Because 
I  remember  so  well,   in   the  years   of 
which  he  has  just  reminded  us,  when  I 
sat  where  he  sits,  and  when  he  hold  my 
Office — ^I  remember  that  in  March,  1887, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  declared  that 
the  proposed   revision   of  judicial  rents 
would  be  madness,  and  in  August  of  the 
same   year  what  he  had   denounced  as 
madness  became  the  last  word  of  wisdom 
and   statesmanship.     That   is  a  reminis- 
cence, but  it  is  absolutely  unanswerable. 
I  say  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
Lord  Salisbury  in  the  year  1887  denounced 
as  madness  and  folly,  and  as  the  height 
of  all  that  was  immoral  and  inexpedient, 
a  measure  which  they  themselves  brought 
in  within  three  months.     And  the  right 
hoD.  Member  for  St.  Georgo^s,  Hanover 
Square,  declared  that  he,  at  all  events, 
woold  not  be  a  party  to  any  such  legis- 
lation.    Therefore,    I    am    not    at    all 
ilsnned,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
be,  when  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
dsnounces  our  present  proposals  as  mad. 
The  right  hon.  Grentleman  complained 
tint  a  sufficient  supply  of  Cabinet  Minis- 
ten  had  not  risen  from  this  Bench  to 
ftttwer    gentlemen    occupying     similar 
position  on  the  Benches  opposite.     It  is 
qnite  true  that  on  Friday  night  they  put 
np  two  Members  of  the  late  Cabinet. 
But  how  competent  one  was  to  instruct 
u^is  House  on  the   land   question   was 
«Jown     by     the     fact     that     the     late 
minister   of  the   Board  of  Agriculture  . 
told  the  House,  and  stuck  to  it,  though  | 
^^radicted   by   the  hon.   Member  for  i 
^th  Tyrone,  that  the  Land  Act  of  1870 
°^  been  repealed  a  few  months  after  it 
^  passed.     Why,  I  venture  to  say  tliat 
^here  is  not  a  single  Irish  Land  Act  on 
^^  Statute    Book    which    is    at    this 
"foment  more  vitally  active  than  the  Land 
^ct  of  1870.  And  yet  we  are  reproached 
'or  not  having  answered  gentlemen  of 


that  calibre.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  closing  said  what  was  quite  trae,  that 
we  ought  to  regard  this   Bill  from  the 
point  of  view  of  its  general  social  bear- 
ings.    That  dinpenses  me  from  theneces- 
saity  of  repeating  the  answers  which  the 
Solicitor  General  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Haddingtonshire  gave  to  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Meml)er 
for  Dublin    University — the  ability  and 
brilliance  of  whose  speech  I  am  the  last 
!  to  disparage.  He  made  a  great  number  of 
small  legal  points,  and  I  hope  he  is  not 
;  going  to  join  the  baud  of  those  who  think 
'  a  small  point  can  be  turned  into  a  great 
'  one  if  you  ouly  speak  very  loud,  but  my 
'  hon.  and  learned  Friends  have  dealt  suffi- 
j  ciently  with  the  legal  points  raised  by  the 
,  hon.   and  learned    Gentleman.      I    was 
I  sorry   to  notice  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
,  tieman     who   has   just   sat   down,   who 
might  have  better  occupied  his  ingenious 
and  informed  mind,  spent  half  an  hour  on 
I  the   history   of   the   Plan  of  Campaign. 
[Mr.  Balfour  dissented.]    Well,  it  may 
have  been  the  slowness  with  which  time 
went  with  me.     But  whether  it  was   26 
minutes  or  half  an  hour,  I  ask  the  House 
what  does  it  matter  ?     What  is  it  worth, 
if  all  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
of  the  Plan  of  Campaign  were  true  ?  His 
own  allies  do  not  take  this  view.     There 
is  the  speech  of  the  right   hon.    Member 
for  West  Birmingham,  which  was  a  very 
moderate  speech  considering.  I  recognise 
that,  and  I  recognise  willingly  the  cause. 
Perhaps  some  day,  such  are  the  chances 
and   changes  of  political   life,  my   right 
hon.  Friend  and  his  confederates  may  be 
called   to    deal    with    this    question    in 
another  form.     But  neither  he  nor  any 
man,  except  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
l>er   who   moved   the   Amendment,    has 
dwelt  at  any  length  at  all  on  the  history 
of  the   Plan  of  Campaign.     They  have 
gone,  as  I  think  the  House  ought  to  go, 
to  view  this  measure  from   the  point  of 
view   of  expediency  and   in   relation    to 
those  difficulties  which  we  have  to  face. 
I  should  like  briefly  to  notice  one  or  two 
arguments  that  have   been  used.     It  is 
asked— Who  will    be   benefited?     Will 
the   British  taxpayer  be  benefited  ?     It 
is   said  the   security   of  these  bankrupt 
men  whom  we  wish  to  make  purchasers 
will  be  a  worse  security  than  the  Land 
Commission  is  accustomed  to  accept.    In 
what  single   respect  will  the  security  of 
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a  purchaser  under  our  Bill  be  worse  than 
the  security  of  the  same  purchaser  under 
Section  13  of  the  Act  of  1891  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  There  is  the 
guarantee  of  the  deposit  under  that  Act. 

Mr.  J.  MOBLEY  :  It  is  quite  true 
we  remit  to  the  landlord  one-fifth  and 
allow  the  rest,  four-fifths,  to  remain.  I 
wonder  whether  the  landlords  who  are 
going  to  support  the  Amendment  take 
the  same  view  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  deprecating  this  sacrifice  of  one- 
fifth  of  the  guarantee  deposit.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Tyrone  is  in  favour  of  the 
expropriation  of  Lord  Clanricarde  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  To  whom  are  you  going 
to  give  his  property  ?  You  are  going  to 
sell  it  to  the  tenants,  and  will  the  secu- 
rity be  one  whit  the  worse  than  it  would 
be  under  the  13th  section,  which  gentle- 
men on  both  sides  want  to  restore  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asks — With  what 
eyes  will  a  solvent  tenant  look  at  it  ?  Is 
it  not  notorious  that  the  great  mass  of 
the  Irish  tenantry  look  with  int^est,.with 
^provai,  and  with  sympathy  upon 
the  Bill?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  the  landk)rds  will  gain  nothing. 
Would  not  the  landlords  rather  have  two 
years*  or  even  one  yearns  arrears  thao 
nothing  ?  How  does  it  profit  a  landlord 
to  have  derelict  holdings  left  on  his 
hands  ?  What  position  can  be  wone 
than  that  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  suppose  that  if  the  new  tenant 
disappeared  the  landlord  would  be  his  heir. 
Of  course,  the  landlord  would  be  in  no 
better  position  than  he  is  now,  because 
the  tenant  would  leave  his  successors  in 
title,  and  the  whole  fabric  of  argument 
raised  on  that  supposition  falls  to  the 
ground.  The  important  point  is  the 
recognition  from  so  many  quarters  of  the 
House  that  we  are  face  to  face — as  the 
Opposition  would  be  if  they  were  in 
power — with  great  and  serious  difficulties, 
social  and  administrative.  It  has  been 
recognised  by  my  predecessor  in  the 
office  of  Chief  Secretary,  by  my  hop. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Fulhams  '  ^ho 
knows  a  great  deal  about  the  state  of 
things  in  Irelandi  by  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bodmin,  and  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  the  University  of 
Dublin  ;  and  it  is  not  denied  by  the 
Lieader  of  the  Opposition.  What  is  to  be 
r^arded  as  pitiful  is  that  the  great  Party 
f^pposite  has  thrown  itself  on  this  critical 

Mr.  J»  Morley 


occasion  into  the  armd  of  those  I  called 
the  irreconcilable  sedtion  of  Irish  land- 
lords. I  have  been  charged  with  having 
attacked  the  Irish  landlord^;  I'  have 
never  denied  that  there  are  enlightened 
and  humane  Irish  landlords  that  some  are 
humane  without  being  enlightened  ;  but 
that  there  are  some  who  are  neither 
enlightened  nor  huliiaue.  I  repeat  these 
words  because  it  is  necessary  that  thej 
should  not  be  misrepresented.  In  the 
interests  of  peace,  of  both  the  Irish  land- 
lords and  the  Irish  tenants,  I  appeal  to 
the  Opposition  to  take  warning  by  the 
dissension  in  their  own  ranks  upon  this 
3ill.  This  dissension  shows  how  rotten 
is  the  ground  on  wbieh  you  are  treading; 
and  when  you  ask  us,  as  the  right  hoti. 
Gentleman  dared  us,  Sir,  to  face  our  con* 
stituencie»— we  shall  not  scruple  to  face 
our  constituencies  whatever  may  be  done 
in  another  phiee  with  this  Bill. 

Question  put. 

The  Honse  divided  : — ^Ayes  259;  Noes 
227.— (Division  List,  No.  188.)    ' 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Thursday. 

PUBLIC    LIBRARIES     (IRELAND)    ACTS 

AMENDMENT   (re-eommiUed)    BILL. 

(No.  317.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  :  1 
object. 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) : 
May  I  appeal  to  the  hon.  Member  not  to 
press  the  objection  ?  , 

Mr.  BARTLEY  ;  Our  6kurch 
Patronage  Bill,  which  does  not  concern 
the  Irish  at  all,  is  stopped  every  night  by 
the  Irish  Members. 

Mr.  CONYBEABE  (CornwaU,  Capv- 
borne)  :  I  beg  to  correct  tha  tion»  Mem* 
ber.     I  stopped  that  to-ought. 

Mrv  FIEW  (Dablin,  St.  Patrick's)  : 
A  Public  Libraries  Act  Jjas  been  passed 
for  QngUwd  and  another,  for.  Scotland^  - 1 
cannot  understand  why  th^  Irish.  BiH 
should  .be.  opposed.    It  is  noa«politicaL 
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Mr.  BARTLEY  :  Well,  I  must  ob- 1 
ject.    I  do  so  because  the  Irish  Catholics  i 
interfere    with     an     English     Church 
Patronage  Bill. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

CANAL  RATES,  TOLLS,  AND  CHARGES 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  (JOINT 
COMMITTEE.) 

Report,  with  Minutes  of  Evidenoe, 
brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  232.] 

CANAL  TOLLS  AND  CHARaES  PROVI- 
SIONAL  ORDER  (No.  1)  (CANALS  OF 
GREAT  NORTHERN  AND  OTHER 
RAILWAY  COMPANIES)  BILL.-(No. 
178.) 

Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Lords  and  Commons  on  Canal  Rates, 
Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order 
Bills  [Provisional  Order  confirmed]  ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
322.] 

CANAL   RATES,  TOLLS,   AND   CHARGES 

PROVISIONAL       ORDER       (No.       2) 

(BRIDGWATER,  &c.,    CANALS)    BILL. 

(No.  198.) 

Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of 

Lords  and    Commons    on  Canal  Rates, 

Tolls,   and   Charges   Provisional  Order 

Bills    [Provisional    Order    confirmed]  ; 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 

priuted. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
323.] 

CANAL  TOLLS  AND  CHARGES  PROVI. 
SIONAL  ORDER  (No.  3)  (ABERDARE, 
Sec,  CANALS)  BILL— (No.  215.) 

Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Lords  and  Commons  on  Canal  Bates, 
Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order 
Bills  [Provisional  Order  confirmed] ; 
Report  tp  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
324.] 


CANAL  TOLLS    AND    CHARGES    PROVL 
.  SIONAL   O^pER   (No.    4)   (BIRMING- 
HAM CANAL)  BILL.— (No.  262.) 
Reported  from  the  Joint, Committee  of 

Lords  and    Commons   oo   Canal  Bates, 

Tolls,  and    Charges    Provisional    Order. 

Bills    [Provisional    Order    confirmed]  ; 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  •  Table,  and  to  be 

printed. 

Bill,   as   amended,    to    be    considered 

upon  Thursday,  and*  to  be  printed.     [Bill 

325.] 

CANAL    TOLLS   AND    CHANGES    PROVI- 
SIONAL   ORDER   (No.  6)   (REGENT'S 
CANAL)  BILL.— (No.  263.) 
Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Lords  and   Commons   on    Canal  Rates, 
Tolls,  and    Charges    Provisional   Order 
Bills    [Provisional     Order   confirmed]  ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  -considered 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
326.] 

CANAL  TOLLS    AND    CHARGES    PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  (No.  6)  (RIVRR  LEA, 
&0.>  BILL.— (No.  264.) 
Reported  from  the  Jofnt  Committee  of 
Lords  and   Commons  on   Canal   Rates, 
Tolls,   and    Charges   Provisional    Order 
Bills    [Provisional    Order    confirmed]  ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

'  Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
327.] 

CANAL   TOLLS    AND   CHARGES    PROVI- 
SIONAL    ORDER     (No.    7)     <RIVBR 
ANCHOLME,  &c.)  BILL.- (No.  263.) 
Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Lords  and    Commons   on    Canal  Rates, 
Tolls,  and    Charges    Provisional    Order 
Bills    [Provisional    Order    confirmed]  ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed,  [Bill 
328.] 

CANAL   TOLLS   AND    CHARGES   PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  (No.  8)  (RIVER  CAM, 
&C.)  BILL.— (No.  264.) 
Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of 

Lords  and   Commons   on   Canal  Rates, 
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Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order 
Bills  [Provisional  Order  confirmed]  ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
329.] 

CANAL   BATES,   TOLLS,  AND  CHARGES 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  9)  (RIVER 
LABKE)  BILL.— (No.  266.) 
Reported  from  the*  Joint  Committee  of 
Lords   and   Commons   on  Canal   Rates, 
Tolls,  and   Charges    Provisional    Order 
Bills  [Bill    not   proceeded  with] ;    Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

CANAL  TOLLS  :AND  CHARGES  PROVI- 
SIONAL OBDEB  (No.  10)  (CANALS  OF 
THE  CALEDONIAN  AND  NOBTH 
BBITISH  BAILWAY  COMPANIES) 
BILL.— (No.  266.) 
Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of 

Lords  and   Commons   ou   Canal  Rates, 

Tolls,  and    Charges    Provisional    Order 

Bills    [Provisional    Order    confirmed]  ; 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 

printed. 

Bill,  as  amended,   to    be   considered 

upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill 

330.] 

CANAL  TOLLS  AND  CHABGBS  PBOVI. 
SIGNAL  OKDBB  (No.  H)  (LAGAN,  &c. 
CANALS)  BILL.— No.  267.) 

Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Lords  and  Commons  on  Canal  Rates, 
Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order 
Bills  [Provisional  Order  confirmed]  ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
331.] 

CANAL  RATES,  TOLLS,  AND  CHABGES 
PBOVISIONAL  OBDER  (No.  12) 
(GRAND,  &C.,CANALS)  BILL.— (No.  268.) 

Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Lords  and  Commons  on  Canal  Rates, 
Tolls,  and  Charges  Provisional  Order 
Bills  [Provisional  Order  confirmed]  ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
332.] 


MESSAGE  FBOM  THE  LOBDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to- 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  18)  Bill. 

UNIF0BM8  BILL.— (No.  909.) 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

TBOUT   FISHING  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 
[Zorifo].— (No.  279.) 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Committee    report  Progress  ;    to  sit 
again  upon  Thursday. 

HEBITABLB    SECUBITIES    (SCOTLAND) 
(r&-€ommitted)  BILL.— (No.  316.) 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Committee    report    Progress ;    to   sit 
again  To-morrow. 

PLACES    OF    WOBSHIP    (SITES)    BILL. 
(No.  90.) 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

POOB  LAW  ONION  OFFICEBS  (IRELAND) 
SUPEBANNUATION  BILL.— (No.  240.) 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 

discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

TRAMWAYS  BILL.— (No.  72.) 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

WAYS   AND   MEANS. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

BesoWed,  That  toWanifl  making  good  the 
Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  service 
of  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March 
1896,  the  sum  of  iBl  7,715,550  be'granteci  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
^Th4f  Chancellor  of  the  Exohtquer,) 

Besolntion  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
after  Twelve  o'clock- 
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CHIMNEY    SWEEPERS   BILL.— (No.  132.) 
SECOND  READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

The    Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  said, 
it  would  be  unnecessarj  to  detain  their 
Lordships  for  any  time  in  explaining  the 
object  of  this  Bill.      Its  object  was  to 
protect  the  public  from  this  work  being 
performed   improperly    and    from  what 
amounted    to  a  considerable    nuisance. 
Obviously  chimneys  must  be  swept,  and 
it  was  equally  obvious  that  they  should 
be  swept  efficiently,  and  that  the  persons 
professing  to  sweep  them  should  be  pro- 
perly qualified  for  the  work.  Accordingly, 
the  Bill  proposed  to  safeguard  the  inno- 
cent householder  (who  would  probably  be 
fast  asleep  at  the  time)  from  being  visited 
by  unqualified  persons  or  by  others  who 
merely  made  chimney-sweeping  a  pretence 
in  order  to  obtain  access  to  houses  for 
totally  difTerent  purposes.     The  Bill  had 
passed  through  the  House  of  Commons 
with  little  comment.     A  precisely  similar 
measure  was  introduced  in  1892  by  Sir 
John  Colomb,  and  afterwards,  in  1898, 
by   Mr.   Labouchere,    and    was   passed 
through  the  House  of  Commons,  though 
it  did  not  come  up  to  their  Lordships^ 
House.     That  Bill  was  backed  by  Mr. 
Labouchere,  Mr.  Jaeoby,  and  Sir  Francis 
Powell.  Its  sponsors  came  from  each  side 
of  the  House.    He  would  add  that  he 
would  have  to    move   an  Amendment 
subsequently  to  strike  out  a  portion  of 
the  clause.    He  begged  to  move  that  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»." 
^-(7%e  iJarl  of  Dunraven,) 

The  Earl  of  CHESTERFIELD 
said,  that  the  Home  Office  had  no  objec- 
tion whatever  to  the  Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

VOL.  XXVII.  [fourth  series.] 


INDCJSTMAL  schools  bill.— (No.  162.) 
THIRD  READINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Read- 
ing, read. 

*LoRD  LEIGH  said,  the  Home  Office 
had  suggested  that  Clause  1  should  be 
amended  to  read — 

**And  every  child  sent  to  an  Industrial 
School,  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  shall,  after 
the  expiration  of  the  period  of  its  detention  in 
such  school,  remain  np  to  the  age  of  18  under 
the  supervision  of  the  managers  of  the  school." 

Every  child  sent  to  an  Industrial  School 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act  would  be 
liable  to  be  detained  there  until  the  age 
of  16.  The  effect  of  that  would  be  if  it 
continued  law  that  a  child  committed 
only  up  to  the  age  of  14  would  be  obliged 
to  be  detained  until  16.  That  was  an 
oversight,  no  doubt,  which  could  be 
corrected  by  a  verbal  Amendment. 

ViscouijT  CROSS  said,  he  had  no 
objection  whatever  to  the  Amendment, 
but  thought  the  Home  Office  should  have 
submitted  it  to  the  House  in  print  that 
their  Lordships  might  have  seen  it. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Herschell)  said,  he  had  looked  care- 
fully at  the  Amendment,  which  was 
obviously  for  the  purpose  of  remedying 
an  oversight  in  the  original  clause.  That 
oversight,  he  thought,  might  be  judi- 
ciously amended. 

Amendments  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Commons. 


PAROOHUJi  ELECTORS  (REQISTRATION 
ACCBLBRATION)  BILL.-<No.  162.) 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
with  Amendments  :  The  Report  thereof 
to  be  received  on  Thursday  next ;  and 
Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended.  (No.  174.) 

BOARDS   OF   CONSOLIDATION   BILL 
[H.L.].— (No.112.) 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
with  Amendments  :  The  Report  thereof 
to  be  received  on  Thursday  next. 

VALUATION    OP     LANDS     (SCOTLAND) 

ACTS  AMBNDMBNT   BILL  [H.L.]« 

(No.  168.) 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 

without  Amendment,  and  Bill  to  be  read 

3*  on  Thursday  next. 
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.  LOQAL  GQVBBNMBNT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  15)  BILL.— (No.  126.) 
.  Houi^e  in  Cojumittee  (according  to 
Order)  :  Amendments  made :  Standing 
Committee  negatived  :  ThQ  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Thursday 
next. 

House  adjourned  at  a  qnarter  before 

Six  o'clocki  to  Thunday  next, 

a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesdayy^4ihJufy  1894. 


PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  (No.  1) 

BILL  [Lord$'], 
Lords     Amendments    to      Commons 
Amendments  considered. 

Mr.  W,  field  (Dubliq,  St.  Patrick's) 
said  he  objected,  until  some  reasonable 
arrangement  was  entered  into  by  the 
Railway  Company  with  the  traders  in 
regard  to  the  Schedule  of  Railway  Rates 
and  other  matters. 

•Mr.  SPEAKER:  a  general  objection 
does  not  hold  good.  If  the  hon.  Member 
has  any  objection  to  the  Lords  Amend- 
ments to  the  Commons  Amendments  it 
will  be  in  order,  but  a  general  objection 
to  the  Bill  cannot  be  taken  at  this 
stage — after  the  House  has  entered  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  Lords  Amend- 
tnents. 

Lorda  Amendments  to  Commons 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

QUESTIONS. 


WORKING  HOURS  ON  SCOTCH 
RAILWAYS. 
Mr.  W.  WHITELA  W  (Perth) :  I  beg  to 
ask  th«  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  the  complaints  wade  under  the 
Railway  Servants  (Hours  of  Labour) 
Act  by  Scotch  railway  servants  have 
been  yet  dealt  with  to  the  satisfaotiop  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  ? 


The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  Bryoe,  Aberdeen,  S.) : 
The  complaint  as  to  the  gatekeepers  on 
a  portion  of  the  North  British  Railway 
has  been  satisfactorily  settled,  and  the 
hours  of  labour  of  the  men  reduced.  The 
Company  has  been  ordered  to  submit  a 
revised  schedule  of  the  hours  of  some  of 
theu*  drivers,  but  it  has  not  yet  been 
received.  In  the  case  of  the  Caledonian 
drivers  and  firemen,  certain  reductions 
have  been  obtained  from  the  Company, 
but  the  Board  of  Trade  are  not  yet  satis* 
fied,  and  communications  are  still  in 
progress.  Apart  from  the  complaints 
which  were  made  by  railway  servants, 
the  Board  have,  in  consequence  of  reports 
on  accidents,  made  by  their  inspecting  offi« 
cers,  called  upon  the  North  British  and  the 
Highland  Companies  for  returns  of  the 
hours  worked  by  some  of  their  signalmen 
and  drivers.  The  Highland  Company 
have  materially  reduced  the  hours  of 
their  men,  but  the  schedule  is  not  yet 
finally  approved  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

THE  MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  when  he  proposes  to 
put  down  the  Amendment  to  the  Mines 
(Eight  Hours)  Bill  to  carry  out  the  in* 
tention  announced  by  him,  of  providing 
that  the  penalty  for  contravening  th9 
Bill  should  not  fiall  on  the  employer 
alone  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr, 
AsQuiTH,  Fife,  £.)  :  I  will  put  it  down 
shortly. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil)  :  May  I  ask  whether  the  Amend*^ 
ment  will  be  put  down  by  the  Hom6 
Secretary  in  his  individual  capacity  or  on 
behalf  of  the  Government .? 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  1%  wiH  be  put  down 
in  my  name. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  r  And  not  on 
behalf  of  the  Oovernment  ?  I  think  I 
am  fairly  entitled  to  have  a  definite 
answer  as  to  that. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  The  independent 
attitude  of  the  Government  as  a  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  Bill  has  alread3r 
been  explained  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  I  myself  very  strongly  sup- 
port the  measure,  and  I  have  put  down 
the  Amendment  because  I  think  it  will 
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make  the  Bill  a  more  practical  and  more 
workable  measure^ 

Mr.  p.  A.  THOMAS  :  May  I  take  it 
that  this  is  the  only  Amendment  the 
right  hou.  Gentleman  considers  it  neces* 
sary  to  propose  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  No,  Sir  ;  I  do  not 
pledge  myself  to  that. 

IMPORTED   SPIRITS  AND  THBIB  USE. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick's)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  ac- 
cording to  Official  Returns,  1,727,786 
proof  gallons  of  spirits  were  imported 
direct  from  Foreiga  Countries  ;  whether, 
in  the  absence  of  definite  information  as 
to  the  nses  in  which  this  vast  quantity 
of  imported  spirits  is  absorbed,  he  will, 
in  the  interests  of  taxpayers,  institute  an 
inquiry  respecting  the  conversion  of  this 
foreign  material  into  so-called  native 
mamdacture  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  The  only  ground  for 
such  an  inquiry  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
as  is  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member 
would  be  that  there  was  an  infringement 
of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act.  In  the 
absence  of  any  information  to  show  that 
the  Act  is  infringed,  I  do  not  see  that 
there  is  ground  for  such  an  inquiry.  The 
importation  of  foreign  spirits  so  far  as 
concerns  taxes  is  not  a  matter  for  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

SIR  FRANCIS  SCOTT'S  EXPEDITION. 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (Cumberland, 
Peorith)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
he  will  present  to  Parliament  any  Papers 
relating  to  the  late  expeditioa  under 
Colonel  Sir  Francis  Scott  against  the 
King  of  Kumassi  and  the  tribes  to  the 
north  of  the  Gold  Coast  Colony,  and 
showing  the  decision  of  the  Government 
in  reply  to  the  application  of  certaio 
tribes  for  an  extension  to  them  of 
British  protection  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  S. 
Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)  :  Sir 
Francis  Scott^s  expedition  was  not 
^'  against  the  King  of  Kumassi  and  the 
tribes  to  the  north  of  the  Gold  Coast 
Colony,"  but  for  the  protection  of  tribes 
within  the  protectorate  against  an  appre* 
bended  attack  by  the  Ashantis.  Tbe 
Colonial  forces  did  not  go  beyond  the 
Protectorate.      Her  Majesty^s   Govern- 


ment are  in  communication  with  th^j 
King  of  Ashanti,  through  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Gold  Coast  Colony,  and  are 
awaiting  the  King's  reply,  and  when  thia  i 
is  received  the  Secretary  of  State  will 
consider  whether  it  is  desirable  to  lay 
any  Papers.  i 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  The  hon.. 
Geutleman  has  not  answered  one  part  of 
my  question,  in  reference  to  the  decisip.n 
of  the  Government  in  reply  to  thQ 
applicatioD  of  certain  native  tribes  to  be 
allowed  to  come  ivithin  the  British  Pro- 
tectorate. 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  :  It  is  correct  that 
an  application  has  been  made  by  certain 
tribes^  and  that  it  is  being  carefully  con^ 
sidered  in  connection  with  the  communica-  • 
tion  received  from  the  King  of  Ashanti. 

THE  OTTAWA  CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid)  :    I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  what  arrangements,  if 
any,  are  being  made  for  the  prompt  cir- 
culation of  the  official  shorthand  Report, 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Ottawa  Con*^- 
ference  amongst  Members  of  the  House  i 
and  the  general  public  ;  is  the  Report 
being  printed  in  Canada  for  general  or 
local  circulation  ;  and,  in  tbe  latter  case,, 
will  he  arrange  with  the  High  Commist- 
siouer  for  Canada  for  a  certain  number 
of  copies  to  be  placed  in  the  Library  of 
the   House  for  purposes   of   immediate 
reference  ? 

Mr.  s!  BUXTON:  Whatever  the 
Conference  agree  should  be  published 
will  be  laid  on  the  Table  ;  but  it  is  not 
anticipated  that  the  official  Report  will 
be  ready  for  some  little  time. 

TAXATION  IN  FIJI. 
Mr.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  Lord  Carnarvon^ 
in  sanctioning  the  present  scheme  of' 
native  taxation  in  Fiji  on  31st  May, 
1876,  distinctly  stated  that  he  regarded 
it  in  the  light  of  an  experiment,  and  en- 
joined the  then  Governor  (Sir  Arthur 
Gordon)  to  be  particularly  careful  that 
no  hardship  or  oppression  was  inflicted 
on  any  class  of  the  native  population  in 
the  incidence  and  collection  of  the  tax  ; 
whether  any  inquiry  into  the  practical 
working  of  this  experimental  scheme  of 
taxation  has  ever  been  made  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  natives  in  some  dis- 
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tricts  are  virtually  employed  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  in  raising  the 
Government  tax  demanded  of  them,  and 
that  their  condition  in  consequence  is  but 
little  removed  from  slavery ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  recent  native  outbreak  in 
Fiji,  which  was  suppressed  by  the  Go- 
vernor in  person  with  the  loss  of  seven 
lives,  he  will  consider  the  propriety  of 
instituting  an  inquiry  into  the  results  and 
the  practical  operation  of  this  scheme  of 
taxation  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON:  The  instruc- 
tions given  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  sanctioning  the  scheme  of  native  taxa- 
tion introduced  into  Fiji  are  rightly  quoted 
by  the  hon.  Member.  It  has  not  hitherto 
been  considered  necessary  to  direct  that 
an  inquiry  should  be  held  into  the  prac- 
tical working  of  a  scheme  which  it  is 
believed  has,  on  the  whole,  worked  fairly 
well.  The  information  at  our  disposal 
does  not  confirm  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  condition  of  the 
Fijian  native  is,  Id  consequence  of  the 
Government  tax,  but  little  removed  from 
slavery.  As  regards  the  last  portion  of 
the  question,  I  can  only  repeat  what  I 
stated  on  the  13th  instant,  that  no  in- 
formation has  been  received  confirming 
the  statements  to  which  attention  is 
drawn ;  but  if  there  has  been  any  such 
occurrence,  we  shall  doubtless  hear  of  it 
by  Despatch. 

GOVERNMENT   NEWSPAPER 
PUBLICATIONS. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Begis)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  can  state  the 
total  number  of  publications  coming 
within  the  definition  of  a  newspaper, 
as  defined  by  Statute,  which  ai-e  pub- 
lished by  Government  Departments,  and 
also  the  name  of  each  newspaper  as  pub- 
lished and  the  name  of  the  persou  regis- 
tered as  its  proprietor  ;  and  whether  in 
each  case  the  same  personal  responsi- 
bility, criminal  and  civil,  attaches  to  the 
registered  proprietor  as  would  attach  to 
him  were  he  a  private  individual,  or 
whether  that  responsibility  is  by  under- 
standing and  in  practice  understood  to 
be  only  nominal,  and  to  be  covered  by 
the  Treasury  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY  (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert,  Oldham):  So 
far  as  I  know,  the  only  publications  of 
the  kind  which  appear  to  come  within 

Mr.  Hogan 


the  definition  in  the  Act  44  &  4%5  Vict., 
c.  60,  Section  1,  are  The  London  and 
Dublin  Gazeitesy  The  Police  Gazeties, 
London  and  Dublin,  The  Illustrated 
Journal  of  Patents,  The  Trade  Marhs 
JoumalyVkud  The  Customs  Bills  of  Entry. 
1  am  not  aware  whether  these  publica- 
tions are  registered  under  the  Act,  but  I 
am  making  inquiries.  The  Board  of 
Trade  Journal^  The  Labour  Gazette, 
The  Kew  Bulletin,  and  the  proposed 
Board  of  Agriculture  Journal  do  not 
appear  to  come  within  the  definition.  I 
am  afraid  that  I  am  not  competent  to 
answer  the  legal  points  raised  in  the 
question. 

THE  REGULATION  OF  CYCLING. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  is  aware  of  the 
great  danger  and  of  the  numerous  acci- 
dents caused  by  the  common  practice  of 
persons  riding  on  bicycles  and  tricycles 
of  passing  other  vehicles  on  the  near 
side  instead  of  on  the  ofiT  side  of  those 
vehicles,  and  of  the  further  danger 
caused  by  the  circumstances  that  bicycles 
and  tricycles,  moving  noiselessly  and 
often  at  great  speed,  give  no  adequate 
notice  of  their  approach ;  whether 
bicycles  and  tricycles  are  in  any  way 
exempt  from  the  ordinary  obligation  to 
conform  to  the  rule  of  the  road  ;  and 
whether  the  police  have  any  power  to 
enforce  their  adherence  to  the  rule  of  the 
road,  and  the  carrying  by  each  bicycle  or 
tricycle  of  a  continuously  sounding  bell 
which  would  give  adequate  notice  of  its 
approach  ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  will 
consider  the  propriety  of  giving  such 
powers  to  the  police,  or  of  taking  such 
other  measures  as  may  be  calculated  to 
secure,  the  carrying  into  efifect  of  these 
precautions  against  accident  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Police  that  un- 
doubtedly numerous  accidents  are  caused 
by  bicycles  and  tricycles,  but  lie  is  not 
prepared  to  say  that  they  occur  from  the 
causes  suggested.  Bicycles  and  tricycles 
are  carriages,  and  should  conform  to  the 
rule  of  the  road,  and  the  police  as  far  as 
possible  enforce  the  law  as  to  riding  to 
common  danger,  &c.  Cautionary  notices 
are  also  issued  drawing  attention  to  the 
fact  that  all  riders  of  bicycles  and 
tricycles  are  required  to  sound  a  bell  or 
whistle  in  order  to  give  audible  notice  of 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  l(^ 


797  Precautions  against  Cattle    {24  July  1894}    Disease  at  Mersey  Docks 


798 


their  approach,  but  there  is  no  power  of 
enforcing  a  continuous  bell. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  CONVENTION. 

Sir  C.  W.  DILKE  (Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether, 
when  Papers  are  laid  before  Parliament, 
with  regard  to  the  recent  Convention 
with  the  Government  of  the  South 
African  Republic,  those  Papers  will  in- 
clude a  Despatch  from  General  Cameron, 
the  acting  High  Commissioner,  to  Sir 
Petrns  Jacobus  de  Wet,  the  British 
Resident  in  the  Transvaal,  and  an 
official  letter  by  Sir  Jacobus  de  Wet  to 
the  Transvaal  GoverniQent,  which  fol- 
lowed General  Cameron's  Despatch  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  :  These  Papers  re- 
ferred to  have  not  yet  been  received,  and 
it  is  not,  therefore,  possible  at  present  to 
state  whether  they  can  be  published  or 
not. 

PARISH  AND   DISTRICT   COUNCIL 

BLBCTIONS. 
Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hants,  Basing- 
stoke) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  when  the  Local 
Government  Board  intend  to  issue  Rules 
framed  under  Section  48  of  ^'  The  Local 
Government  Act,  1894,*^  in  relation  to  the 
elections  of  Parish  and  District  Council- 
lors, according  to  Sections  3  and  23  of 
that  Act? 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Shaw- 
Lefevre,  Bradford,  Central)  :  The  pre- 
paration of  the  Rules  referred  to  is  being 
proceeded  with,  but  I  am  not  at  present 
in  a  position  to  state  how  soon  they  will 
be  ready  for  issue. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  :  When  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  think  the  Parish 
Councils  Act  will  come  into  operation  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  The  Parish 
Councils  Act  will  come  into  operation 
between  the  lOth  and  17th  of  December. 

LIVB  STOCK  TRAFFIC  IK  IRKLAND. 
Mr  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  the 
proposed  Railway  Bill  will  contain  a 
clause  to  nullify  the  existiug  system  of 
compelling  the  consignors  of  live  stock  in 
Lreland  to  sign  consignment  notes  nnder 
which  the  carrying  company  practically 
claims  to  contract  themselves  out  of  all 


liability  for  delay,  damage,  or  ill-treat- 
ment ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  The  hon.  Member  who 
has  been  kind  enough  to  be  a  party  to 
the  negotiations  now  in  progress  with 
regard  to  the  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic 
BUI  must  be  aware  that  there  is  no  such 
clause  in  the  Bill,  inasmuch  as  the  Bill  is 
confined  to  cases  in  which  rates  have 
been  raised  since  1892,  and  it  cao  hardly 
be  said  that  consignors  of  live  stock  in 
Ireland  are  compelled  to  sign  owners^ 
risk  consignment  notes.  I  trust,  how- 
ever, that  the  Bill  may  be  passed  in  a 
form  in  which  it  will  do  something  to 
meet  the  circumstances  of  which  the 
hon.  Member  complains. 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  CATTLE 

DISEASE  AT  MERSEY  DOCKS. 
Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  with 
reference  to  tbe  representation  made  to 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  on  behalf  of 
the  cattle  importers  of  Liverpool  by 
Messrs.  Simpsou,  North,  and  Johnson, 
solicitors,  that  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
tagious Diseases  (Animals)  Act  were 
not  being  carried  out  by  the  Mersey 
Docks  and  Harbour  Board,  and  to  the 
reply  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  that,  so  far  as  the  Board 
were  aware,  the  intentions  of  the  Animals 
Order  of  1886  were  being  complied  with, 
whether  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  before 
such  reply  was  made,  caused  any  inquiry 
to  be  made  in  Liverpool  with  regard  to 
the  matters  complained  of  in  Messrs. 
Simpson,  North,  and  Johnson's  letter  ; 
and,  if  so,  from  whom  such  inquiry  was 
made  ;  whether  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
caused  any  inquiry  to  be  made  from  the 
cattle  importers  in  Liverpool  ;  and  whe- 
ther any,  and  what,  steps  were  taken  to 
learn  what  facts  they  relied  on  in  support 
of  the  representations  made  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  on  their  behalf  ? 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  H.  Gaud- 
NER,  Essex,  Saffron  Walden)  :  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Messrs,  Simpson, 
North,  and  Johnson  on  the  2ud  February, 
1893,  stating  that  no  reception  lairs  for 
foreign  cattle  were  provided  by  the 
Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  as  re- 
quired by  the  Orders  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, to  which  letter  a  reply  was  sent 
in  the  term^  indicated  in  my  hon.  Friend^s 
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question.     No  special  local  inquiry  was: 
made  Id  Liverpool  before  the  letter  was; 
answered,  nor  do  I  think  that  such  in- 
.qiiiry  was  necessary,  for  the  reason  that 
•11   foreign   animals*   wharves  are  oon- 
stnutly  under  the  personal  supervision  of 
our  Inspectors,  and  those  Inspectors  are 
ib    consequence    thoroughly   conversant, 
with    the   accommodation   provided.     I 
shall  be  very  glad,  however,  to  give  my 
best  attention  to  any  further  representa- 
tions which  may  be  made  to  me. 

Mr.  field  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  receive  a  deputation  on  the 
subject  ? 

Mr.  H.  GARDNER  :  I  shall  be  happy 
to  consider  that  point. 

BBAY  HARBOUR. 
Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  the  Government  is  pre- 
pared to  advise  the  grant  of  £2,000  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  Bray  Harbour ; 
and  whether  informatiou  has  been  for- 
warded to  him  showing  that  the  Com- 
missioners have  exhausted  their  statutable 
powers  of  taxation  in  providing  funds 
for  this  work,  which  has  been  under- 
taken for  the  preservation  of  life,  con- 
venience of  the  fishermen,  and  local  ac- 
commodation ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.  Morley,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne)  :  An  application  has  been 
received  from  the  Bray  Commissioners  in 
connection  with  the  harbour  works.  A 
reply  was  sent  that  inquiries  would  be 
made  as  to  whether  the  matter  is  one  in 
which  the  Government  could  give  assist- 
ance.    These  inquiries  are  proceeding. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kerry,  S.)  :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  receive  a 
deputation  on  the  subject  from  the  Bray 
Commissioners,  who  fear  that  unless 
something  is  done  before  the  winter  sets 
in  the  £30,000  locally  invested  will  be 
lost? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  be  kind  enough  to  make  that 
application  through  the  ordinary  channels 
— indeed,  I  rather  think  one  has  been 
sent  in — I  will  give  it  the  best  considera- 
tion I  can. 

Mr.  field  :  I  should  like  to  remind 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pounds  are  being  spent  in 
England  to  save  works  of  art,  but  when 
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it  comes  to  saving  life  aY  Bray  there  i^  a 
disposition  to  close  the  purse. 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.)  : 
Take  it  out  of  the  Evicted  Tenants' 
Fund. 

INQUIRIES     INTO    MINING 
FATALITIES. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  :  I  licg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  he  has  receive  J  any  repre- 
sentations from  colliery  workmen  in 
South  Wales  in  favour  of  the  appoint- 
ment always  of  a  certain  number  of 
practical  miners  on  such  coroner's  juries 
as  have  to  deal  with  fatalities  that  have 
occurred  in  mines  ;  and  whether  he  is 
empowered  to  give  instructions  to  that 
effect  to  those  who  have  the  calling  of 
such  juries  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  have  received  the 
representation  referred  to,  but  I  have  no 
power  to  give  any  instructions  in  the 
matter.  I  may,  however,  mention  that  of 
the  17  jurymen  summoned  for  the  jury 
in  the  Albion  Colliery  oaae,  I  am  informed 
that  nine  are  practical  colliers. 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  MINES. 
Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been 
taken  to  carry  out  the  eleventh  reeom- 
mendation  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Mining  Royalties  in  favour  of  the  re- 
organisation of  the  Department  of  Mines 
in  the  Home  Office  ;  and  whether  he 
proposes  asking  for  additional  statutory 
powers  to  enable  the  Department  to  collect 
and  publish  accurate  information  with 
regard  to  mines  and  minerals  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  The  staff  of  Mines 
Inspectors  under  the  Home  Office  has 
been  strengthened  since  the  Report  of 
the  Commission  on  Mining  Royalties 
by  the  addition  of  an  Assistant  Inspector 
of  Coal  Mines  for  duty  in  South  Wales  ; 
and  the  appointment  of  three  additional 
Inspectors  under  the  Metalliferous  Mines 
Regulation  Act  is  on  the  point  of  com- 
pletion. The  question  whether  any  and 
what  further  steps  should  be  taken  for 
the  re-organisation  recommended  by  the 
Commission  is  engaging  my  attention.  A 
Committee  to '  consider  what  statistics 
relating  to  minerals  should  be  collected 
and  published  is  at  present  sitting,  and 
until  it  reports  I  am  unable  to  say  whe- 
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ther  it  will  be  necessary  to  ask  for  addi- 
tioual  statutory  powers  or  not. 

THE  BIRR  MILITARY  SCANDAL. 

Mr.  BROOKFIELD  (Sussex,  Rye)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  defendaots  iu  a  recent 
police  case,  described  by  the  Press  as  a 
Military  Scandal  at  Birr,  belong  to  the 
Regular  Army  or  to  the  Irish  Militia ; 
and  what  inquiry  is  being  held  by  the 
Military  Authorities  into  the  allegations 
made  against  these  officers  ? 

The  secretary  ov  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Campbell  -  Bannerman 
(Stirling,  &c.)  :  The  defendants  iu  the 
case  at  Birr  are  officers  belonging  to  the 
3rd  (Militia)  Battalion  Leinster  Regi- 
ment. The  Field  Marshal  Commanding 
in  Ireland  was  called  upon  for  a  Report, 
and  replied  giving  certain  details,  and 
promising  further  information  so  soon  as 
the  matter  had  been  before  the  Magis- 
trates at  Birr  ;  but  this  further  Report 
has  not  yet  been  received. 

IRISH  FRANCHISE  ASSIMILATION. 

Dr.  D.  AMBROSE  (Louth,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  has 
received  a  communication  from  the 
Drogheda  and  vicinity  Trades  Council 
with  reference  to  the  assimiUtion  of  the 
Parliamentary,  Municipal,  and  Poor  Law 
franchise  ;  and  can  he  hold  out  any  hope 
in  the  near  future  of  introducing  such 
legislation  as  will  remedy  the  existing 
grievances  relating  thereto  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  have  received 
the  communication  referred  to,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  points  to  a  much-needed 
reform  ;  but  in  the  present  state  of 
public  business  it  would  be  impossible 
for  me  to  give  any  undertaking  as  sug- 
gested iu  the  question. 

PERTH  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  W.  WHITELAW  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster  General  whether  any,  and 
if  any  what,  decision  has  been  come  to 
with  regard  to  the  site  of  the  new  post 
office  in  Perth  ;  and  whether,  if  the  new 
office  is  built  in  a  different  part  of  the 
city  from  where  the  present  office  is,  a 
sub-office  will  be  established  on  the  site 
of  the  present  head  office,  in  order  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  almost  all  the 
bankers,   solicitors,   and   other  business 


men  of  the  city  who  petitioned  originally 
against  the  removal  of  the  head  office 
from  its  present  position  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Mr.  A.  MoRLEY,  Nottingham,  E.)  : 
It  has  been  decided  to  provide  a  new 
head  Post  Office  at  Perth  on  a  site, 
offered  by  the  Town  Council,  at  the 
junction  of  the  proposed  new  street  with 
High  Street,  and  arrangements  for 
obtaining  the  site  are  in  progress.  It  is 
proposed,  on  the  opening  of  the  new 
office,  to  establish  a  sub-office  *  near  the 
site  of  the  present  Head  Office. 

THE  KETTERING  CHARITIES. 
Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Parliamentary 
Charity  Commissioner  why  no  reply  has 
been  given  by  the  Charity  Commission 
to  repeated  inquiries  from  the  Trades 
Council  of  Kettering  and  other  interested 
parties  as  to  the  decision  taken  by  the 
Commissioners  on  the  Report  of  the  in- 
quiry into  the  Kettering  Charities  ; 
whether  any  decision  as  to  the  said 
charities  has  yet  been  come  to ;  and 
whether  the  Charity  Commissioners  will 
give  sufficient  notice  to  the  several 
parties  interested  before  taking  final 
action  as  to  the  future  application  of  any 
of  the  funds  in  question,  or  as  to  the 
appointment  of  new  trustees  ? 

The  parliamentary 
CHARITY  COMMISSIONER  (BIr. 
F.  S.  Stevenson,  Suffolk,  Eye)  : 
The  Commissioners,  after  the  local  in- 
quiry held  by  their  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner, found  it  necessary  to  make  further 
investigations  and  inquiries  respecting 
some  of  the  charities  proposed  to  he 
dealt  with  in  order  to  ascertain  the  exact 
nature  of  their  powers,  and  tlie  Trades 
Council  were  so  informed.  Considerable 
delay  ensued  in  the  supply  of  further  in- 
formation, and  the  Commissioners  are 
not  yet  in  a  position  to  proceed  with  the 
establishment  of  a  scheme.  The  matter  is, 
however,  under  immediate  consideration, 
and  tke  Commissioners  hope  to  come  to  a 
decision  very  shortly.  Full  notice  will 
be  published  of  any  proposed  scheme  or 
appointment  of  trustees. 

FARM  ASSESSMENTS  IN  SUFFOLK. 

Mr. EVERETT  (Suffolk,  Lowestoft)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  his  attention 
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has  been  called  to  an  appeal  made  by  a 
farmer  of  Sterofield,  Suffolk,  against  the 
assessment  of  his  farm,  be  being  assessed 
for  the  gross  at  double  his  rent,  a  rent 
fixed  in  open  competition  ;  whether  he 
has  observed  that  the  appeal  to  Quarter 
Sessions  was  unsuccessfuli;  whether  a  man 
can  legally  be  assessed  at  double  his 
competition  rent;  whether  when  the 
landlord  pays  the  tithe,  the  tenant  is 
entitled  to  have  it  deducted  from  his  rent 
in  fixing  the  gross  assessment  of  the 
holding  ;  and  what  remedy  has  a  tenant 
whose  tissessment  in  above  its  legal 
limit  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  I  have  no 
information  as  to  the  facts  connected  with 
the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  in  the  case  mentioned,  except 
those  given  in  the  newspaper  report 
which  I  have  received  from  my  hon. 
Friend.  I  cannot,  of  course,  express  any 
opinion  as  to  the  decision  of  the  Court  in 
that  case.  As  regards  the  general  ques- 
tion, gross  estimated  rental  is  the  rent  at 
which  the  property  assessed  might  reason- 
ably be  expected  to  let  from  year  to  year, 
free  of  all  usual  tenants^  rates  and  taxes 
and  tithe  commutation  rent-charge,  if 
any.  The  rent  actually  paid  is  not  con- 
clusive evidence  as  to  the  value.  When 
the  tithe  rent-charge  is  paid  directly  by 
the  owner,  it  should,  I  think,  for  the 
purpose  of  arriving  at  the  gross  esti- 
mated rental  of  a  hereditament  be 
deducted  from  the  sum  at  which  the 
premises  might  reasonably  be  expected 
to  let  from  year  to  year.  There  is  an 
appeal  against  a  poor  rate  to  Quarter 
Sessions,  but  there  is  no  appeal  from 
Quarter  Sessions,  except  that  a  case  may 
be  stated  for  the  opinion  of  the  High 
Court. 

MILITARY  SERVICE  ABROAD. 

Mr.  W.  WHITELAW  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
there  is  any  recognised  limit  to  the  amount 
of  foreign  service  which  a  regiment  has  to 
perform  without  any  intervening  home 
service  ;  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  limit  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
There  is  not,  and  there  cannot  be,  any 
specified  limit.  Battalions  are  sent 
abroad  according  to  a  roster,  and  they 
return  home,  as  far  as  possible,  in  the 
same  order.  The  usual  practice  is  to 
relieve  four  battalions  yearly,  and  there 
are  70  abroad  ;  fco  that  the  tour  of  foreign 
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service  would  be,  as  regards  the  head- 
quarters of  the  battalion,  about  17  years. 
The  service  abroad  of  an  individual  is. 
of  course,  much  shorter.  The  formation 
of  territorial  regiments  somewhat  dis- 
turbed the  roster  ;  but  it  is  gradually  re- 
covering its  proper  order. 

WALES  AND  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
BILL. 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  (Flint,  &c.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  liocal 
Government  Board  how  soon  the  Local 
Government  Act  will  be  ofBcially  pub- 
lished in  the  Welsh  language  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  The  trans- 
lation has  been  made,  and  the  proofs  are 
now  being  revised.  Copies  will  be  ready 
at  an  early  date. 

THE  RIGHT  OF  PUBLIC  MEETING  IN 
THE  TRANSVAAL. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  :  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Ecclesali  Divi- 
sion of  Sheffield,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Undor 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whe- 
ther the  Transvaal  Volksraad  have 
passed  a  Bill  gravely  restricting  the 
right  of  public  meeting,  forbidding  all 
outdoor  meetings,  and  giving  the  police 
power  to  attend  and  disperse  by  force  of 
arms,  on  their  own  responsibility,  out-of- 
door  meetings,  and  any  other  meeting  of 
more  than  five  persons ;  whether  the 
severe  penalty  of  two  years'  imprison- 
ment and  £500  fine  is  fixed  for  a  breach 
of  this  law  ;  and  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  propose  to  protest  against 
this  grave  infringement  of  the  libiarties 
of  British  subjects  resident  in  the 
Transvaal  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  :  We  are  now  in 
telegraphic  possession  of  the  purport  of 
the  law  passed  by  the  Volksraad  of  the 
South  African  Kepablic  on  the  17th 
July.  The  right  of  the  inhabitants  to 
unite  in  meetings  is  acknowledged,  but 
the  exercise  of  the  right  can,  in  the  in- 
terests of  public  peace,  be  restricted  ; 
meetings  are  prohibited  which  are  in 
conflict  with  public  peace,  having  for 
their  objects  disobedience  or  contraven- 
tion of  laws  and  regulations,  hindrance  to 
persons  in  execution  of  their  duty,  or 
advocating  measures  of  force  or  violence  ; 
also  meetings  of  an  indecent  nature. 
Public  meetings  or  unions  of  persons  who 
meet  in  conference   are  not  allowed  in 
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the  open  air,  nor  public  addresses  of  any 
kind  in  the  open  air,  nor  processions  of 
whatever  nature,  except  with  the  consent 
of  the  Government  or  the  Local  Authority ; 
the  right  is  given  to  the  police  or  detec- 
tives to  enter  public  meetings,  by  force 
if  necessary.  The  Local  Authority  is 
given  power  of  forbidding  under  certain 
conditions  an  assembly  of  more  than  six 
persons  in  open  places  or  streets.  What- 
ever may  be  its  merits  or  demerits,  the 
South  African  Republic  appear  to  be 
acting  within  their  rights  in  passing 
Buch  a  law. 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON  :  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  say  whether  this  is  not  the 
state  of  things  which  the  Protestants  of 
Ireland  were  delivered  from  by  William 
of  Orange  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  had  better  ask  that  question  of 
the  Chief  Secretary. 

Mr.  T.   M.   HEALY   (Louth,   N.)  : 
Were  they  Dutchmen  ? 
•Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  I 

THE  TOWBR  bridge. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  will  grant  a  Return 
of  the  accidents,  fatal  or  otherwise, 
which  occurred  during  the  construction 
of  the  Tower  Bridge,  together  with  the 
cause  of  the  accidents  and  names  of  the 
injured  ? 

Mr.  BBYCE  :  The  Board  of  Trade 
have  not  the  materials  to  enable  them  to 
grant  such  a  Return.  Under  the  Notice  of 
Accidents  Act  which  has  recently  be- 
come law  they  will,  in  future,  be  pos- 
sessed of  such  materials,  but  the  Act  is 
not  retrospective.  I  have,  however,  asked 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Loudon 
to  furnish  the  Board  with  the  information 
required,  and*a  copy  of  their  reply  shall 
be  laid  on  tbe  Table  of  the  House. 

GOVERNMENT  LIABILITY  FOR  LIBEL. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Attorney  General  whether  any 
immunities  from  the'  ordinary  law  attach 
to  any  Government  Department  in  regard 
to  the  publication  of  newspapers  by  that 
Department ;  and,  if  so,  whether  ho  can 
Inform  the  House  what  those  immunities 
are? 

•The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
J.  RiGBT,  Forfar) :  This  is  a  purely 
hypothetical  question  on  an  abstract  point 


of  law,  and  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 
not  consider  me  to  be  guilty  of  dis* 
courtesy  if  I  decline  to  answer  it.  Ihave 
no  authority  to  state  the  law  and  no  duty 
to  give  an  expression  of  opinion  on  such 
a  subject. 

IRISH  PROBATE   REGISTRY  OFFICIALS. 

Mr.  THOMAS  HEALY  (Wexford, 
N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  the  duties  of  the 
clerks  in  the  District  Registry  Offices  of 
the  Probate  Court,  Ireland,  will  be  largely 
increased  by  the  operation  of  Clause  13 
of  the  Finance  Bill,  extending  the  juris- 
diction of  Inland  Revenue  officers  in 
probate  matters ;  and  whether,  seeing 
that  these  clerks  are  in  receipt  of  small 
fixed  salaries  ^ith  no  annual  increase, 
any  addition  will  be  made  in  their  salaries 
proportionate  to  the  extra  work  thrown 
on  them  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (SirW.  Harcourt,  Derby): 
The  remuneration  of  th3se  clerks  will  be 
considered  if  it  is  found  on  experience 
that  the  existing  rates  of  pay  are  not 
sufficient. 

THE  INCIDENCE  OF  TAXATION. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Corn- 
wall,  Launceston)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he 
can  hold  out  any  hope  that  an  inquiry 
as  to  the  real  incidence  of  local  taxation, 
and  how  that  taxation  should  be  borne 
by  the  two  descriptions  of  property, 
realty  and  personalty,  may  be  held  during 
the  Recess,  with  a  view  to  legislation  on 
the  subject  next  Session  ? 

Sir  W.  harcourt  :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  say  any  such  inquiry  will  be 
undertaken  in — I  was  going  to  call  it  the 
present  Recess— but,  at  any  rate,  in  the 
Recess  which  I  hope  we  shall  have  at  an 
early  date. 

THE  MINES   (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Northumberland, 
Tyneside)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  at  least  a 
week's  notice  will  be  given  the  House,  in 
the  event  of  facilities  being  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Government  for  the  House 
pronouncing  a  judgment  on  the  Mines 
(Eight  Hours)  Bill  ? 

Sir  W.  harcourt  :  I  will  endea- 
vour  to  give  the  best  notice  I  can,  but  I 
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cannot  bind  myself  to  any  particular 
time. 

Mh.  J.  A.  PEASE  :  I  hope  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  spring  the 
Bill  on  the  House  in  view  of  the  number 
of  pairs  that  are  absent.  Many  hon. 
Members  now  paired  wish  to  take  part  in 
the  discussion  of  this  Bill,  which  is  of  a 
non-political  character. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  It  is  not 
within  my  province  to  meddle  with  the 
delicate  question  of  pairs.  I  agree  that 
it  would  be  most  improper  to  take  the 
Bill  without  notice,  and  I  will  take  care 
to  see  that  notice  is  given. 

Mr.  PAULTON  (Durham,  Bishops 
Auckland)  :  Is  it  intended  to  take  the 
Bill  before  or  after  Supply  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  Before 
Supply. 

TOBAGO. 
-  Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield,  Central)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
if  it  has  yet  been  settled  how  the  revenue 
of  the  Island  of  Tobago  is  to  be  recouped 
the  loss  of  the  fiscal  duties  levied  before 
its  incorporation  with  Trinidad  ;  and  if 
any  steps  are  contemplated  to  arrest  the 
present  downward  movement,  and  to 
assist  Her  Majesty's  Commissioner  in 
restoring  the  former  prosperity  of  the 
island,  due  to  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and 
benignance  of  the  climate  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  :  The  Secretary  of 
,  State  has  satisfied  himself  that  the  loss 
of  revenue  to  Tobago  due  to  the  abolition 
of  Import  Duties  between  that  island  and 
Trinidad  is  inconsiderable,  and  that  it  is 
compensated  by  the  advantage  to  the 
Tobago  community  of  freedom  of  trade 
between  the  islands.  The  recent  falling* 
off  of  the  revenue  of  Tobago  was  mainly 
due  to  diminished  production,  caused,  to 
a  great  extent,  by  disputes  between 
planters  and  metayers,  which  has  now 
been  happily  adjusted.  Production 
appears  to  be  now  improving. 

COTTIER  TENEMENTS  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  resolution 
unanimously  adoped  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Ballymena  Board  of  Guardians, 
whereby  they  called  upon  the  Govern- 
ment to  pass  a   law    providing  that  no 

Sir  JV.  Harcourt 


letting  of  a  cottier  lenement  or  sub- 
letting prior  to  the  Land  Act  of  1881 
shall  debar  a  tenant  from  having  a  fair  rent 
fixed  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Guardians,  as  a  Sanitary  Authority,  pro- 
tested in  their  resolution  against  the 
recent  legal  decisions  on  sub-letting  as 
opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  Labourers 
Acts  and  welfare  of  the  linen  weavers 
and  tenant  farmers  ;  and  whether,  con- 
sidering that  the  Board  consists  of  both 
landlords  and  tenants,  he  will  have  regard 
to  this  unanimous  expression  of  opinion 
when  dealing  with  the  amendment  of  the 
Irish  Land  Laws  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  resolution  in  question. 
As  my  hon.  Friend  is  aware,  the  Select 
Committee  inquiring  into  the  working  of 
the  Laud  Acts  is  at  present  considering 
the  whole  quest iou  of  sub-letting,  and, 
pending  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  it 
would  be  premature  for  me  to  express  an 
opinion  in  the  mutter  referred  to. 

RIGHTS  OF  POLICE  SEARCH. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  on  the  13th  of  May  and  on 
the  2nd  July  1894,  Sergeant  Thomas 
Gillick,  of  Crusheen  Police  Station, 
stopped  and  searched  Michael  Tiemey 
on  the  public  roads,  near  bis  own  house, 
near  Crusheen  ;  and  whether  the  police 
have  any  authority  to  stop  and  search 
people  in  this  way  ;  and,  if  not,  whether 
the  practice  will  be  put  an  end  to  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  It  is  a  fact  that 
on  the  night  of  the  13th  of  May  last 
Michael  Tiemey  was  met  on  the  public 
road  by  Sergeant  Gillick,  and  that  the 
latter,  suspecting  Tierney  might  be 
carrying  firearms  in  contravention  of  the 
Peace  Preservation  Act,  asked  his  per- 
mission to  search  him,  and  did  so  with 
his  permission.  The  sergeant  did  not 
meet  Tierney  on  the  2nd  July.  The 
|K)lice  have  power  under  the  Peace 
Preservation  Act  to  arrest  and  convey 
before  a  Magistrate  any  person  reasonably 
suspected  of  having  unlicensed  arms  in  a 
proclaimed  district,  but  they  do  not  resort 
to  this  power  except  in  cases  where  the 
suspected  person  declines  to  allow  him- 
self to  be  examined. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  :  Then  am  I  to 
gather  that  unless  the  person  so  stopped 
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^iv08  his  consent  the  police  have  do 
power  to  search  him  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  am  not  rare  that 
that  is  so. 

PHOBNIX  PARK  REGULATIONS. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Trr^asury  have  the 
Board  of  Works,  while  eztcDding  the 
privileges  for  equestrians  who  plaj  polo 
iu  the  Phoenix  Park,  issued  new  roles 

>  restricting  privileges  formerly  enjoyed  by 
bicyclists  in   the  use  of  the  park  roads  ; 

•  under  what  statute  do  they  propose  to  en- 
force this  rnle,  and  what  are  the  penal- 
ties for  disobedience  ;  is  it  the  fact  that 
the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  was  obliged, 
ten  years  ago,  to  quash  a  conviction  for 
furious  driving  in  the  park  made  in  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Court ;  have  the 
Board  of  Works  acquired  any  fresh  statu- 
tory powers  since  that  date ;  and  have 
the  market  gardeners  and  others  at  the 
Strawberry  Beds  had  their  old  rights  to 
use  the  park  roads  restored  to  them  ? 

•Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  I  am  informed 
that  the  privileges  of  equestrians  who 
play  polo  in  the  Phoenix  Park  have  not 
been  extended,  nor  have  any  rules  been 
issued  limiting  the  privileges  of  ordinary 
cyclists.  For  some  years  cycle  clubs 
have  been  allowed  to  hold  races  on  the 
park  roads,  application  for  special  per- 
mission for  the  particular  day  and  hour 
being  made  in  each  case  by  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  clubs.  There  wera  at  first 
few  races  and  few  competitors  ;  recently 
the  enormous  increase  in  lioth  races  and 
competitors,  accompanied  by  the  attend- 
ance of  professional  bookmakers,  has 
created  such  a  condition  of  affairs  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Police  has  called 
the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Works  to 
the  public  nuisance  and  danger  thereby 
constituted.  As  the  permission  to  hold 
the  races  given  by  the  Board  of  Works 
somewhat  hampered  the  discretion  of  the 
police  in  dealing  with  the  matter,  the 
Board  Im&vc  decided  to  limit  the  races 
this  year  to  a  particular  course,  and  not 
to  issue  permissions  to  race  in  the  next 
season.  The  passes  to  the  market  gar- 
deners have  been  extended  to  3 1st 
March,  1895,  to  enable  the  question  of 
the  County  Roads  to  be  brought  before 
the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  Dublin  at 
their  next  meeting  for  fiscal  business. 
The  conviction  referred  to  in  the  3rd  para- 
graph was  allowed  td  be  qiwshed,  as  the 


summons  was  informal  i  the  question  of 
law  was  not  before  the  Court.  The 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works  have  not 
acquired  any  fresh  statutory  powers  since 
that  date. 

Mr-  T.  M.  HEALY  :  When  the  con- 
viction  was  allowed  to  be  quashed  be- 
cause it  was  informal,  was  the  Crown 
represented  at  the  hearing  ? 

•Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  No,  Sir  ;.  the 
Crown  did  not  appear. 

RICHMOND  PRISON. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  it  is  under  Section  31 
of  "  The  Prisons  Act,  1877,"  that  the  Irish 
Prisons  Board  handed  over  Richmond 
Prison  to  the  War  Department ;  if  so,  in 
whom  is  the  property  now  vested,  and 
under  what  conditions  ;  was  there  a  deed 
of  grant  or  assignment ;  and,  if  so,  where 
can  it  be  inspected ;  was  the  Dublin 
Corporation,  which  expended  £1)0,000 
on  the  prison,  consulted ;  and  would  it 
be  possible  to  present  to  Parliament  any 
Papers  or  correspondence  exhibiting  a 
view  of  the  transaction  between  the 
Prisons  Board  and  the  War  Depart- 
ment ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  It  was  under  Sec- 
tion 31  of  the  Prisons  Act,  1877,  that 
the  Irish  Prisons  Board  handed  over 
Richmond  Prison  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, in  whom  it  is  now  vested,  subject 
to  the  payment  4y  that  Department  of 
an  annual  ground  rent  of  £137  4s.  4d.  for 
such  period  as  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  may  deem  expedient.  There  is  no 
deed  or  grant  of  assignment  as  suggested 
in  the  question,  nor  was  the  Dublin 
Corporation  consulted  in  the  matter — no 
such  step  having  been  required  either  in 
England  or  Ireland  on  the  closing  of 
a  prison  under  the  Act  of  1877.  With 
regard  to  the  final  paragraph,  I  would 
draw  my  bon.  and  learned  Friend's  atten- 
tion to  the  Parliamentary  Return  No.  343 
of  1892,  containing  a  statement  of  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  closing 
of  the  Richmond  Prison,  and  Return 
No.  1 4,  Session  3  of  same  year,  prepared 
at  the  War  Office,  relative  to  expenditure 
on  the  prison. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  .  If  there  was  no 
deed  of  assignment  the  War  Office  are 
tenants  at  will,  and  can  be  ejected  at  any 
time  by  the  Prisons  Board. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  do  not  know. 
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Mk.  T.  U,  HEALY  :  I  will  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  to-morrow, 
and  see  what  he  says. 

CUSTOMS  DUTIES  AT  THE  CAPS. 
Sib  J.  LUBBOCK  (London  Uni- 
versity) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether, 
in  regard  to  the  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Rhodes  and  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment as  affecting  Customs  Duties,  any 
proposition  was  made  by  the  former  to 
allow  a  general  preferential  treatment  of 
British  goods  at  the  Cape ;  and,  in 
that  case,  what  answer,  if  any,  has  been 
sent? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  :  No  proposal  was 
made  by  Mr.  Rhodes  to  the  Imperial 
Government  to  allow  a  general  pre- 
ferential treatment  of  British  goods  at 
the  Cape.  The  only  proposal  made 
referred  simply  to  Matabeleland  and 
Mashonaland,  and  information  regarding 
it  will  be  found  in  Blue  Book  No.  177. 

THE  OTTAWA  CONFERENCE 
Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  if,  now  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  learnt  from  the  Earf  of 
Jersey,  Her  Majesty's  Commissioner  at 
the  Empire  Conference  at  Ottawa,  the 
earnestness  of  the  desire  of  the  great 
self-governing  Colonies  for  the  removal 
of  all  Treaty  obstacles  to  the  development 
of  trade  within  the  British  Empire,  and 
the  cultivation  and  extension  of  the 
mutual  and  profitable  interchange  of 
British  products  upon  a  more  favourable 
footing  than  that  on  which  trade  is 
carried  on  with  other  countries,  even  at 
the  sacrifice  of  Colonial  revenue,  prompt 
steps  will  be  takeu  towards  this  end, 
and,  as  a  commencement,  the  despatch 
to  the  British  South  Africa  Company  of 
11th  June,  1894,  peremptorily  refusing 
the  spontaneous  offer  of  better  terms  for 
ever  for  British  over  foreign  goods  in 
Matabeleland  and  Mashonaland  will  be 
withdrawn  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON:  When  Lord 
Jersey  reports  on  what  passed  at  the 
Conferenc^e  his  Report  will  be  considered. 
Naturally,  until  then,  no  action  will  be 
taken.  It  is  not  proposed  to  withdraw 
the  Despatch  referred  to,  the  purport  of 
which  tbe  hon.  Member  has  mis-described 
in  his  question. 


Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT  :  I 
beg  to  give  notice  that  on  the  Colonial 
Estimates  I  shall  call  attention  to  the 
action  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  this 
matter. 

BEHAR  CADASTRAL  SURVEY. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Deputy  Magistrate  of  Gra^ialgunge,  Behar, 
in  the  case  of  the  ''  Empress  v,  Jageswar 
Rai  and  others,'*  tried  on  15th  January, 
1894,  in  which  a  Government  Surveyor, 
under  the  Behar  Cadastral  Survey,  and 
another  person  officially  described  as 
^Hhe  hanger-on  of  the  Surveyor,'*  charged 
a  number  of  ryots  with  beating  them  ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Magistrate 
found  that  the  complaint  of  the  Surveyor 
and  his  hanger*on  had  only  been  lodged 
10  hours  after  one  of  the  ryots  had  com- 
plained to  the  police  of  having  been 
beaten  by  the  Survey  party  for  refusing, 
as  he  alleged,  to  give  them  rations  ;  also 
that  the  story  of  the  Surveyor  and  his 
hanger-on  was  absurd  and  improbable  ; 
that  it  certainly  was  not  the  truth,  and 
had  apparently  been  concocted ;  and  that 
they  had  been  simply  seeking  to  intimi- 
date the  ryot,  while  the  story  of  the  ryot 
was  found  to  be  a  more  probable  narra- 
tive, and  fined  the  ryot,  the  hanger-on, 
and  the  Inspector  of  the  Behar  Cadastral 
Survey  20  rupees  apiece  ;  and  that  the 
judgment  stated  that  the  police  had 
taken  no  action  on  receiving  the  com- 
plaint of  the  ryot,  except  to  send  him  to 
hospital  for  his  wound,  but  that  on 
receiving  the  Surveyor's  complaint,  10 
hours  afterwards,  they  had  taken  imme- 
diate action  on  the  latter  complaint,  the 
hanger-on  being  also  sent  to  hospital  the 
next  day  with  a  wound  similar  to  the 
ryot's  ;  and  whether  the  Papers  in  this 
case  can  be  laid  before  Parliament  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbr,  Wolver- 
hampton, E.) :  I  have  received  no  Report 
on  this  matter,  but  I  will  make  inquiries 
as  to  it. 

EVICTED  TENANTS  IN  IRELAND. 

M?i.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  if  any 
progress  has  been  made  with  the  Return 
promised  as  to  the  number  of  evicted 
farms   taken   by  new  tenants  since  the 
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sittings  of  the  Mathew  CommissioD,  in 
continuation  of  the  Return  up  to  that 
date? 

Mr.  J.  MOBLEY :  I  have  directed 
the  Return  to  be  proceeded  with  as  ex- 
peditiously as  possible.  I  will  inquire 
how  far  it  has  gone. 

Mr.  W.  KENNY  (DubUn,  College 
Green)  :  Will  the  Return  distinguish  be- 
tween the  farms  let  to  old  tenants  and 
those  to  new  tenants  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  should  think 
so.  It  will  be  a  continuation,  in  form,  of 
the  first  Return,  at  all  events. 

OOMMANDBBRING  IN  THB  TRANSVAAL. 
Mr.  MACDONA  (South  wark,  Rother- 
hithe)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  to  whom  I  have 
given  private  notice  of  the  question,  whe- 
ther he  knows  anything  of  the  statements 
made  in  a  telegram  in  The  Standard^ 
dated  ^  Johannesburg,  Monday,"  to  the 
effect  that  General  Joubert  has  impressed 
a  number  of  British  subjects  at  Zout- 
spansberg  into  the  Boer  Army,  and  that 
among  the  conscripts  is  an  English 
journalist  who  had  given  offence  by  his 
criticism  of  the  Boer  campaign  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  :  I  know  nothing  of 
this  telegram,  and  as  the  South  African 
Republic  has  released  those  British  sub- 
jects whom  it  had  impressed,  by  reason 
of  the  Convention  we  hope  to  conclude 
with  the  Republic,  if  any  others  have 
been  impressed  it  must  have  been  done 
under  a  misapprehension,  and  no  doubt 
they  will  be  released  also. 

Mr.  MACDONA :  Will  Her  Majesty's 
Government  take  measures  to  secure  the 
safety  of  British  subjects  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  :  They  have  been 
doing  so. 

ORDERS   OF   THE  DAY. 


EQUALISATION  OF  RATES  (LONDON) 

BILL.— (No.  124.) 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

•The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Shaw- 
Lefey&e,  Bradford,  Central)  :  The  Bill 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  move  the 


Second  Beading  of  is  for  the  pnrpose  of 
giving  effect  to  a  ResolutioUf  carried 
unanimously  in  February  of  last  year, 
that  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
further  equalisation  of  rates  throughout 
the  Metropolis.  That  Motion  ivas 
debated  through  the  best  part  of  th» 
night ;  and  with  the  single  exception  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  London, 
there  was  no  opponent  to  the  Motion. 
It  was  universally  admitted  that  the 
state  of  things  with  regard  to  th» 
inequality  of  rating  which  prevailed  in 
the  Metropolis  was  such  as  urgently 
needed  reform  ;  and  it  was  shown,  in  the 
course  of  the  Debate  to  which  I  have 
referred,  how  unequally  the  rates  pressed 
on  the  poorer  districts.  It  may  be 
said  that,  as  a  rule,  the  rates  of  the 
Metropolis  vary  inversely  with  the 
wealth  of  the  districts.  The  rich 
districts  are  lightly  rated  in  proportion  to 
their  wealth,  and  the  poor  districts  are 
heavily  rated  in  proportion  to  their 
poverty,  and  no  one  who  looks  at  that 
state  of  things  can  doubt  that  it  requires 
some  remedy  at  the  hands  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. I  need  not  remind  the  House  that 
this  state  of  things  arises  from  the  circum- 
stance that  London,  unlike  other  towns, 
is  divided  into  a  number  of  separate 
districts,  with  separate  management  and 
separate  rating  powers  as  regards  local 
matters,  and  from  the  fact  that  the 
people  of  wealth  are  aggregated 
together  in  a  few  districts  in  the 
Centre  and  West,  while  the  poor  are 
collected  together  in  separate  districts 
in  the  East,  North,  and  South.  This 
fact  is  very  clearly  brought  out  by 
the  very  remarkable  difference  in  the 
valuation  assessment  per  head  of  the 
population  in  different  parts  of  London. 
In  the  East  the  assessment  of  valuation 
per  head  of  the  population  is  small; 
in  the  Centre  and  West  it  is  yqtj 
high.  In  Bethnal  Green  the  valua- 
tion is  £3  6s.  per  head  of  the 
population ;  in  Mile  End  Old  Town, 
£3  10s.;  in  Flumstead,,  £3  9s.; 
and  in  St.  -  George's  -  in  -  the  -  East, 
£4  48.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the 
wealthy  parishes  the  ease  is  very 
different.  In  St.  George^s,  Hanover 
Square,  the  valuation  is  £23  12s.  per 
head  of  the  population  ;  in  St.  James's, 
Westminater,  £29  16s. ;  and  in  the  City 
of  London  the  valuation  reaches  the  enor- 
mous amount  of  £110  per  head  of  popu- 
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lation.  It  follows  tlmt  a  rate  of  Id. 
in  the  £1  per  head  of  the  populatiou 
prodoces  in  the  City  of  London  about  30 
times  as  much  as  in  St.  George*8>Tn-t!^e- 
East ;  and'  a  rate  of  Id.  in  the  £1  per 
head  of  the  population  produces,  id 
St.  George^B,  Hanover  Square,  nearly 
seven  times  as  much  as  in  St.  GeorgeVin* 
the-East.  The  House  will  easily  see 
how  serious  a  matter  any  additional  ex- 
penditure, such  as  the  appointment  of  a 
Sanitary  Inspector,  must  be  to  the 
poorer  parishes  as  compared  with  the 
favoured  parishes  in  the  West  End.  In 
spite  of  the  efforts  which  Parliament  has 
made  from  time  to  time  to  equalise  the 
rates  as  between  the  rich  and  poor  dis- 
trict.s,  there  is  still  a  very  great  difference 
in  the  rates  levied.  Thus  in  Bermondsey^ 
the  rates  in  1893  reached  the  crushing 
amount  of  7s.  6d.  in  the  £1  ;  in  Bow, 
7s.  lid.;  in  Rotherhithe,  7s.  5d. ;  in 
Camberwell,  6s.  6d.  ;  in  Bethnal  Green, 
Gs.  lOd.  ;  in  St.  George^s-in-the-East, 
68.  Id.  ;  and  in  Mile  End,  6s.  8d.  In  the 
wealthy  districts  the  reverse  is  the  case. 
In  the  City  of  London,  which  is  divided  into 
over  100  parishes,  each  scsparatefy  rated 
for  certain  purposes,  the  rates  amounted  on 
an  average  to  4s.  lOd.  ;  in  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  to  4s.  8d. ;  in  St. 
James's,  Westminster,  to  4s.  Id. ;  in 
St.  Martin's,  to  5s.  Id.  ;  and  in  St.  Mar< 
garet's  to  4s.  1  Id.  It  will  be  seen,  there- 
fore, that  at  the  present  moment  the  rates 
in  the  poorer  portions  of  the  Metropolis 
are  50  per  cent.,  and  in  some  cases  as 
much  as  90  per  cent,  higher  than  the 
rates  in  the  wealthier  districts.  But  the 
difference  between  rich  and  pooi*  districts 
in  this  matter  becomes  more  glaring  when 
we  subtract  that  portion  of  the  rates 
which  represents  the  common  expenditure 
levied  on  the  whole  of  the  Metropolis — 
namely,  the  expenditure  of  the  County 
Council,  the  School  Board,  the  Metro- 
politan Asylums  Board,  and  the  equalised 
Poor  Law  expenditure,  which  amounts  in 
all  to  about  ds.  8d.  in  the  £1.  Subtract- 
ing that  ds.  3d.  from  the  total  rate,  it 
appears  that  the  unequalised  part  of 
the  rate  is  equivalent  to  48.  3d.  in 
Bermondsey,  Ss.  7d.  in  Bethnal  Green, 
48.  2d.  in  Rotherhithe,  and  38.  3d.  in 
Camberwell ;  while  in  the  City  it  ta  only 
Is.  7d.,  in  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square, 
Is.  5d.,  in  St.  Martin's  Is.  lOd.,  while 
in  St.  James's,  Westminster,  \i  is  only 
lOd.     It  appears,  therefore,  that  in  re- 

Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre 


speet  of  the  unequalised  parts  of  the 
rates,  the  poor  parishes  pay  three,  four, 
or  five  times  as  much  as  the  richer 
parishes.  But  that  is  not  the  only  dis- 
advantage of  the  poor  parishes.  It  is 
notorious  that  the  valuation  of  bouses  is 
on  a  much  higher  scale  in  the  poor 
parishes  than  in  the  rich  parishes.  In 
order  to  make  the  rate  in  the  £1  appear 
as  light  as  possible,  the  valuation  in 
poor  parishes  is  screwed  up  as  high  as 
possible,  while  in  the  rich  districts  the 
inducement  is  to  keep  the  valuations  low  in 
order  to  conceal  invidious  comparisons  as 
to  the  great  difflerence  in  the  rate  in  the 
£  1  as  compared  with  poor  districts.  This 
disparity  between  rich  and  poor  districts 
is  continually  growing,  and  the  difference 
would  have  been  far  greater  if  Par- 
liameut  had  not  ahready  interfered  to 
equalise  the  rates.  Three  efforts  have 
been  made  in  this  direction  in  respect  of 
the  Poor  Law.  In  1867  Mr.  Gathorne 
Hardy,  now  Lord  Cran brook,  threw  the 
cost  of  the  Poor  Law  establishment  on  a 
common  fund  to  be  supported  out  of  a 
rate  levied  over  the  whole  of  London. 
In  1870  this  was  carried  a  step  further 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  who 
charged  to  the  common  fund  the  sum  of 
5d.  per  head  per  diem  in  respect  of 
indoor  paupers.  By  these  two  operations 
equalisation  has  been  effected  to  an  ex- 
tent of  what  now  represents  £1,200,000. 
In  1888  this  principle  was  carried  a 
little  further  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  who  distribu- 
ted the  Indoor  Pauper  Grant,  amounting 
to  £320,000,  among  the  ratepayers  of 
London,  not  in  proportion  to  the  rateable 
value  of  the  parishes,  but  at  the  rate  of 
4d.  per  head  per  diem  in  respect  of  indoor 
paupers.  That  principle  is  a  very  sound 
one,  but  I  do  not  thiuk  it  was  happily 
carried  out  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  because  that 
particular  distribution  of  the  Indoor 
Pauper  Grant  has  been  stereotyped  for 
all  time,  and,  therefore,  parishes  which 
may  increase  in  population  will  not  get 
the  benefit  of  an  increased  grant. 

Mr.  W.  long  (Liverpool,  West 
Derby):  Even  though  they  may  have 
more  indoor  paupers. 

•Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  The  hon. 
Member  will  see  by  the  Act  that  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  Indoor  Pauper  Grant  ha» 
beeb  stereotyped  according  to  the  pro- 
portion   of    paupers   existing    in    1888^ 
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The  result  of  these  three  operatioos  in 
the  direction  of  equalising  the  rates  is 
that  the  wealthy  parishes  have  been 
called  upon  to  pay  considerably  to  the 
harden  of  maintaining  the  poor  in  the 
poorer  districts.  The  City  of  London 
contributes  7^.  in  the  £1,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  5d.,  Westminster  3d., 
Kensiugton  3jd.,  Paddington  4|d., 
Hampstead  6Jd.,  while  the  poorer 
districts  receive  a  large  benefit. 
St.  6eorge*8-in<the-£ast  is  relieved 
to  the  extent  of  2s.  7d.  in  the  £1, 
Bethnal  Green  Is.  6d.,  Mile  End  Old 
Town  lid.,  Whitechapel  S^d.,  Stepney 
8id.,  Poplar  6Jd.,  Shoreditcb  6d. 
In  all  19'  unions  and  parishes  receive 
a  benefit  from  these  operation^,  and 
11  have  to  contribute  out  of  their 
rates  for  the  relief  of  the  others. 
I  should  here  state  that  the  object 
of  the  operations  in  1867  and  1870 
was  not  merely  to  relieve  the  ^ratepayers 
of  the  poorer  districts  of  an  intolerable 
burden,  but  to  enable  the  authorities  in 
such  districts  better  to  perform  their 
duties  to  the  poor.  I  find  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  St. 
George*s,  Hanover  Square,  speaking  in 
1870  of  the  scheme  of  his  predecesssor, 
Mr.  Gathorne  Hardy,  in  1867  said — 

"Before  the  equalisation  of  rates  parishes 
which  were  overburdened  with  rates  frankly 
confessed  the  necessity  for  an  increased  number 
of  relieving  oflScers  and  paid  nurses,  bat  were 
unable  to  support  further  expenditure  for  the 
purpose  ;  but  as  soon  as  the  burden  of  taxation 
became  more  evenly  distributed,  they  then  re- 
cognised the  necessity  for  increasing  their  staff 
and  not  without  good  results.  I  hail  the  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  relieving  officers  ^s  one 
of  the  very  greatest  advantages  which  has  re« 
salted  from  the  new  system." 

I  oonfirm  these  remarks.  I  desire  to  oall 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square^  to  the  proposal  contained  in  this 
Bill,  for  I  shall  presently  show  that  pre- 
cisely the  same  argument  is  applicable  to. 
the  present  scheme.  There  is  another 
important  point  to  vhich  I  wish  to  call 
the  particular  attention  of  the  House.  In 
spite  of  these  efforts  in  relief  of  the 
poorer  parishes,  the  disparity  which 
exists  between  them  and  the  rich  .parishes 
is  even  greater  than  it  was  in  1867  and 
1870,  for  the  burden  of  rates  of  the  poorer 
parishes  is  greater,  and  is  ever  increasing. 
I  have  here  a  very  remarkable  Return, 


which  shows  how  rapidly  the  rates 
have'  been  growing  in  the  poor 
parishes  as  compared  with  the  wealthy 
parishes  of  the  Metropolis.  I  own  I  was 
greatly  startled  at  the  increase  of  the 
rates  ih  the  poor  parishes  even  since  last 
year  ;  and  I  beg  to  say  that,  strong  as  the 
case  was  for  this  measure  last  year,  it  id' 
infinitely  stronger  at  the  present  moment, 
because  of  this  enormous  growth  of  the 
rates  in  the  poorer  parts  of  the  Metropolis. 
I  find  that  in  the  rates  levied  in  1893  as. 
compared  with  the  rates  of  the  previous 
year  there  was  an  increase  in  Poplar  of 
Is.  2^.;  in  Lambeth  of  Ud.  ;  in 
Bow,  8d. ;  in  Camberwell,  6d.,  and  so  on  ; 
whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  when  I  come 
to  the  rich  parishes  I  find  that  in  St. 
Jameses.  Westminster,  there  was  an  in- 
crease of  Id. ;  in  St.  Mary^s,  Strand,  a 
decrease  of  Id.,  and  in  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  an  increase  of  ^d. 
Therefore,  the  argument  in  favour  of  a 
measure  such  as  I  am  now  proposing  has 
become  greatly  strengthened  year  by 
year,  and  if  the  Bill  be  not  adopted  it 
will  become  still  stronger  and  more 
urgent  in  the  years  to  come.  The  dis- 
parity as  regards  the  increase  of  rates 
between  the  rich  parishes  and  the  poor 
parishes  is  due  to  three  main  causes.  In 
the  first  place;,  there  is  an  uuequalised 
portion  of  the  Poor  Law  expenditure— 
the  total  of  which  is  £820,000  a 
year  on  the  average ;  and  it  may 
be  said,  roughly,  that  the  poor  rate 
in  the  poor  parishes  is  50  per  cent, 
higher  than  in  the  wealthy  parishes.  The 
second  cause  of  inequality  is  that  the 
rates  for  common  expenditure  are  not 
levied  by  an  equal  rate  over  the  whole 
Metropolis,  but  the  contribution  for  each 
parish  is  calculated  and  a  demand  is  made 
on  the  parish,  and  as  the  leakage  of 
rates  from  empties  and  the  difficulties  of 
collection  are  far  greater  in  the  poor 
parishes  than  in  the  rich  parishes  this 
has  to  be  provided  for  by  an  additional  rate 
in  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
County  Council.  The  leakage  in  the 
difibrent  parts  of  London  is  shown  by  a 
Return  which  has  been  laid  on  the  Tabl^. 
I  think  it  a  vefy  interesting  hud  signifi)* 
cant  Return.  Vt  shows  that  the  leakage 
in  the  City  of  London  is  3  per  cent., 
equal  to  2d.  upon  a  rate  of  4s.  lOd'.^ 
while  in  the  poorer  parishes,  such  as 
Bermondsey  and  Bethnal  Green,  th6 
leakage  amounts  to  15  per  cent.,  which 
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in  their  cases  is  equivalent  to  13^.  It 
is  obvious  from  this  that  the  difficulty  of 
collecting  the  rates  through  the  house- 
holders being  unable  to  pay  amounts,  in 
the  case  of  the  City  of  London,  to  only 
2d.  in  the  £1,  whereas  in  Bethnal 
Green  it  amounts  to  as  much  as  Is.  l^d. 
in  the  £1. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  (St.  George's,  Han- 
over  Square)  :  Does  that  include  com- 
pounding ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  It  does; 
but  compounding  counts  for  a  very  small 
part  of  it — in  the  case  of  Bermondsey, 
only  one-fourth  of  this  Is.  l^d. 

Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  (St.  Fancras, 
E.)  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not 
aware  that  13,815  out  of  16,000  in 
Bethnal  Green  are  compounding  ? 

•Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  I  have  not 
made  an  estimate  as  to  Bethnal  Green, 
but  I  have  made  it  in  the  case  of  Ber- 
mondsey, and  as  the  result  I  find  that  it 
is  only  one-fourth.  The  other  three- 
fourths  relate  to  the  difficulty  in  collec- 
tion in  respect  of  other  property.  The 
poor  parishes  suffer  greatly  in  regard  to 
difficulty  of  collecting  the  rates  in  com- 
parison with  the  richer  districts  of 
London.  The  third  cause  of  inequality 
is  even  more  important,  in  that  no 
equalisation  has  been  attempted  in  re- 
spect of  the  general  and  sanitary  rate— the 
expenditure  on  this  head  amounts  to  over 
£2,000,000  a  year — and,  roughly  speak- 
ing, it  may  be  said  that  the  poor  parishes 
pay  double  the  amount  that  the  rich  ones 
do,  though  the  necessities  of  the  poorer 
parishes  in  respect  of  sanitary  purposes  is 
at  least  as  great,  if  not  greater,  than  in 
the  richer  parishes.  I  find  that  in  St. 
George^s,  Hanover  Square,  the  rate  is 
9^. ;  in  St.  James's,  Westminster,  6^.; 
in  St.  Martin's,  ll^d. ;  while  in  Ber- 
mondsey it  is  Is.  8^. ;  in  Bethnal  Green, 
1b.  8d. ;  in  Mile  End  Old  Town,  Is.  8d.; 
Newington,  Is.  9d. ;  and  in  other  poorer 
parishes  somewhat  less,  but,  at  any  rate, 
far  greater  than  it  is  in  the  richer 
parishes.  It  will  perhap3  be  said  that 
this  excess  of  expenditure  in  the  poor 
parishes  is  due  to  extravagant  and  bad 
management.  I  can  only  say  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  very  best  authorities  at 
the  Local  Government  Board  there  is  no 
general  ground  for  a  charge  of  this,  kind, 
but  rather  the  reverse.     If  any  charge 
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of  that  kind  is  to  be  made  against 
any  of  the  Local  Authorities — and  I  am 
far  from  making  any — I  should  say  that 
the  extravagance,  if  any,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  rich  parishes  and  not  in  the  poor. 
I  do  not  complain  of  any  of  them.  I  do 
not  think  that  St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square,  pays  more  than  it  should  do  for 
sanitary  purposes.  There  is,  of  course, 
a  difference  in  the  management  of  some 
as  compared  with  others.  But,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  best  authorities,  the  poor 
parishes  do  not  expend  what  they  ought 
to  do  on  sanitary  matters — they  are,  in 
fact,  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the 
heavy  burden  of  their  rates.  As  a  gene- 
ral rule,  expenditure  on  such  matters  is 
more  neceissary  in  thickly  populated 
districts  than  in  the  thinly  populated 
parishes  ;  and  it  is  necessary  not  merely 
for  the  health  of  the  people  of  the 
district,  but  for  the  sanitary  well-being 
of  the  whole  of  London.  But  the  burden 
of  such  expenditure  falls  ten  times  more 
heavily  on  the  rates  of  the  poor  districts 
than  on  the  rich.  I  will  give  give  one 
illustration  of  this  by  the  item  of  remov- 
ing dust  and  refuse,  which  costs  for  the 
whole  of  the  Metropolis  £250,000  a  year. 
This  service  is  of  great  importance  to 
the  health  of  London,  and  it  is  even 
more  necessary  in  poor  districts  than  in 
richer  ones.  It  is  also  more  costly  in  the 
poorer  districts,  inasmuch  as  the  collection 
from  a  large  number  of  small  houses  is 
more  expensive  than  from  a  small 
number  of  large  houses.  I  find  that  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square,  expends 
£4,800  a  year  in  this  service,  involving 
a  rate  of  ^d.  in  the  £1.  In  Bethnal 
Green,  with  a  population  more  than 
double  that  of  St.  George's,  t^e  service 
costs  only  £^300  a  year,  which  involves 
a  rate  of  2d.  in  the  £1.  If  the  service 
were  performed  as  well  and  at  the  same 
relative  cost  as  at  St.  George's,  the 
charge  in  Bethnal  Green  would  be  6d.  in 
the  £1,  or  12  times  as  much  as  that  in 
St.  George's.  Again,  the  roads  in  St. 
George's,  Hanpver  Square,  cost  £855  per 
mile,  involving  a  rate  of  4:|d.  ;  the  roads 
in  Mile  End  cost  £530  per  mile,  and 
the  rate  there  is  lOd.  in  the  £1. 

Sir  J.  BLUNDELL  MAPLE  (Cam- 
berweli,  Dulwich)  :  Are  not  the  streets 
wider  in  St.  George's  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  Not 
all.     Some  of  the  streets  in  the  east  of 
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London,  especially  those  in  Whitechapel, 
are  extremelj  wide. 

Mb,  R.  G.  WEBSTER  :  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  take  into  con- 
sideration the  traffic  ? 

•Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  The  traffic 
converging  upon  these  poor  districts 
is  as  great  as  anywhere  in  London. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  much  to  be  got 
out  of  that.  The  fact  is,  that  every- 
thing tells  against  the  poor  parishes  and 
in  favour  of  the  rich  parishes  ;  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  authorities  of 
the  poor  districts  are  deterred  by  the  ex- 
treme burden  of  the  rates  from  under- 
taking many  services  which  are  neces- 
sary for  the  health  of  their  people,  and, 
indeed,  for  the  health  of  all  London.  It 
was  in  view  of  all  these  facts  that  Parlia- 
ment in  February  last  year  unanimously 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  something 
more  must  be  done  to  afford  relief  to  the 
poor  districts  at  the  expense  of  the  rich, 
and  to  carry  the  process  of  1867,  1870, 
and  1888  somewhat  further.  The  Local 
Government  Board,  which  is  quite  im- 
partial in  the  matter,  has  considered  the 
various  schemes  suggested.  My  right 
lion.  Friend,  who  last  year  occupied  the 
position  of  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler), 
gave  great  attention  to  the  whole  subject, 
and  came  at  last  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  were  only  two  alternatives  within 
reasonable  possibility.  One  is  the  pro- 
posal before  the  House,  and  the  other  to 
levy  a  rate  on  the  whole  of  the  Metro- 
polis and  to  distribute  it  again  in  propor- 
tion to  the  expenditure  of  the  several 
districts.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that 
this  would  act  as  an  inducement  to 
extravagance,  not  merely  in  the  poor 
parishes,  but  in  the  rich — the  poor  parishes 
would  spend  more  in  order  to  get  a  larger 
subvention  ;  the  rich  parishes  would 
spend  more  in  order  to  avoid  a  contribu- 
tion. My  right  hon.  Friend  showed,  I 
think,  great  wisdom  in  declining  alto- 
gether to  have  anything  to  do  with  that 
plan.  If  it  has  commended  itself  to  some 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  I  am  sure  that 
on  consideration  they  will  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  impossible.  Besides, 
even  if  the  objection  I  have  referred  to 
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did  not  exist  the  plan  would  create  greater 
anomalies  than  these  we  have  at  present. 
The  City  of  London  would  contribute 
hardly  anything  to  the  common  fund,  and 
the  whole  object  in  view  is  to 
make  the  City  and  the  richer  parishes 
in  which  the  rates  are  low,  provide 
more  adequately  out  of  their  larger 
means  for  the  burdens  of  the  Metropolis. 
Any  scheme  which  would  not  effect  that 
object  would  be  useless,  and  might  as 
well  be  thrown  into  the  waste  paper 
basket.  The  only  practicable  alteration  in 
the  law  is  that  contained  in  the  present 
Bill — namely,  to  levy  a  general  rate  over 
the  Metropolis  and  to  distribute  it  in  aid 
of  sanitation  in  proportion  to  the  popula- 
tion. It  is  proposed  to  levy  a  rate  of  6d. 
in  the  £1  on  the  poor  rate  valuation,  and 
to  distribute  it  in  the  parishes  and  dis- 
tricts in  aid  of  the  sanitary  rate  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population.  The  effect 
will  be  that  the  rich  parishes  will  con- 
tribute more  than  they  will  receive,  and 
the  poor  will  receive  more  than  they  will 
contribute.  Of  the  43  parishes  and  dis- 
tricts, 14  will  pay  to  the  fund  and  29 
will  receive.  This  may,  however,  appear 
an  over-statement,  for,  in  some  cases, 
the  results  will  be  small  either  way. 
There  will  be  22  parishes  which  will  re- 
ceive amounts  over  2d.  in  the  £1,  and  10 
which  will  have  to  contribute  over  that 
amount.  This  proportion  works  out 
very  much  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
schemes,  and  particularly  in  that  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  in  1870.  I  think, 
however,  that  the  distribution  of  the 
fund  under  the  present  Bill  will 
be  more  equitable  than  under  that 
scheme.  The  relief  received  by  poor 
parishes  will  be  much  greater  propor- 
tionally than  the  burden  imposed  on 
the  rich  parishes.  Thus  the  City  of 
London  will  contribute  o^d.  in  the  £1, 
or  £96,000;  St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square,  4d.  in  the£l;  Westminster,  4id.; 
and  Kensington,  2d.  On  the  other  hand, 
Bethnal  Green  will  have  a  relief  of  8^d.; 
Mile  End  Old  Town,7|d.;  St.  George's- 
in-the-£ast,  5d.  ;  and  Poplar,  4d. 
I  need  hardly  say  that,  although 
this  proposal  will  do  much  to  lessen 
the  burden  of  the  poor  parishes  and 
will  reduce  the  disparities  between 
them  and  the  rich  parishes,  it  will  not 
effect  a  comple^^e  equalisation.  The 
scheme  also  will  not  remove  ■  all 
the   anomalies    which    now   exist,   but, 
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lookiug  at  it  broadlj,  it  greatly 
reduces  tliem,  and  will  result  in  a  much 
greater  general  approach  to  equality.  I 
do  not  believe  it  is  possible  to  go  further 
at  the  present  time,  unless  we  are  pre- 
pared to  centralise  the  management  of 
the  Metropolis.  Complete  equalisation 
cannot  be  effected  by  spreading  an  equal 
rate  over  the  whole  Metropolis  without 
centralising  the  administration  and  doing 
away  with  local  management  and  local 
rating.  It  will  be  said  that  the  scheme 
will  leave  many  anomalies  undealt  with, 
and  that  it  affords  relief  in  an  unequal 
manner.  I  think  that  where  these 
anomalies  are  examined  in  detail  it  will 
be  found  that  they  do  not  result  from  the 
present  scheme,  but  from  some  pecu- 
liarities of  the  districts  independent 
altogether  of  the  proposal.  Let 
me  take  the  case  of  St.  Luke^s. 
The  parish  clerk  of  that  district  has 
l)een  particularly  active  in  rousing 
opposition  to  this  BilL  He  has  filled  the 
air  with  objections  and  lamentations  as  to 
the  way  his  parish  is  treated.  It  appears 
that  the  rates  in  St.  Luke^s  are  os.  lid. 
in  the  £1,  and  it  will  receive  a  merely 
nominal  contribution  —  a  halfpenny. 
[Voices  :  "  A  farthing  !  "]  When  we 
look  into  the  facts,  we  find  that  St. 
Luke's  is  burdened  with  a  very  heavy 
debt  of  Is.  in  the  £1,  or  lOd.  more 
than  the  average  of  local  debts.  This 
<lebt  was  incurred  for  a  very  expensive 
scheme  of  reconstruction  of  its  streets, 
which  it  undertook  against  the  advice  of 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works.  lam 
sorry  to  say  that  it  was  plundered  of  a 
great  deal  of  money  by  one  of  its  officers, 
who  bought  up  property  on  the  sites  it 
was  proposed  to  improve  after  having 
ascertained  in  his  official  capacity  where 
those  improvements  were  to  take  place. 
This  man  afterwards  became  a  member 
of  the  Metroi)olitan  Board  of  Works, 
but  w^as  turned  out  when  it  came  to 
light  that  he  had  made  a  great  deal  of 
plunder  in  this  way.  St.  Luke's  has  no 
claim  whatever  for  relief  in  respect  of 
this  debt.  ["  Oh  !  "]  If  we  subtract  the 
lOd.  of  excess  interest  on  this  debt  we 
find  that  the  rates  will  be  os.  Id. 
ill  the  £1,  or  below  the  average, 
and  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  it  is 
entitled  to  exceptional  relief  as  compared 
with  all  the  poor  parishes.  Other  smaller 
anomalies,  I  believe,  can  be  explained  as 

J/r.  ShaW'Lefevre 


resulting    from    existing    local    circum- 
stances, and  are  not  due  to  the  principle 
of  the  scheme.     But,  in  fact,  if  we  were 
to   wait    for    a    scheme     which    would 
remove  all  anomalies,  we  might  wait  for 
the    Greek   Kalends.     No    one  of    the 
critics  has  ventured  to  produce  any  other 
scheme    which    would    work   out  more 
fairly.     I  defy  anyone  to  produce  such 
a  scheme.     One   of  the  merits   of  this 
scheme  is   that   it   will   not  rednce  the 
inducements  in  favour  of  economy  and 
good    management.       Extravagance   or 
bad  management  must  be   followed  by 
higher    rates.     On   the   other   hand,  it 
will   remove   some   of   the   pressure  on 
the  poorer  districts,  and  will  enable  these 
authorities  better  to  perform  their  duties 
to  the  people  in  providing  sanitary  work*. 
It  is  said   they  ought  to  wait  for  the 
reform  of  the  Vestries  and  the  re-arrange- 
ment of  their  boundaries.     This  is  only 
another     way    of     opposing    the    Bill. 
Nothing   was   said   in   the   Debate  last 
year  of  the  expediency  of  deferring  any 
attempt  till  we  reform  the  Corporation 
of  London  and  amend  the  constitution  of 
the   London   Vestries.     But  it  must  be 
obvious    to   anyone    that    the    gr^test 
difficulty    in   the   way  of   alteration  of 
boundaries  is  and  will  be  the  disparity  of 
rating,  and  the  objections  of  persons  to 
being    removed    from    a    lightly -rated 
district  to  a  heavily-rated  one.  The  more 
the  rates  are  equalised,  the  more  easy  ii 
will  be  to  undertake  any  such  reform.    I 
do  not  think  that  the  House  will  be  in- 
duced by  the  hon.  Member  for  ChelBea 
to  reject  this  Bill  on  any  such  ground. 
Neither  do  I  think  the  eloquence  of  the 
Members  for  the  City  and  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  will  persuade  the  House 
that  these  districts  will  'jc  too  heavily 
rated.     The  very  object  of  the  Bill  is  to 
levy    a    contribution    from    these    rich 
parishes  in  favour  of  the   poor  districts, 
and  any  scheme  which  will  not  have  the 
effect  of  making  the  City  or  St.  George's, 
Hanover    Square,  contribute    largely  to 
the  fund  will  be  perfectly  useless  for  the 
purpose  aimed  at.     What  we  desire  is  to 
levy  a  contribution  on  the  wealthy  parts 
of  London,  which  are   now  most  lightly 
rated,    in   favour  of  the    poor  districtSf 
which    are   heavily    rated,    in   order  to 
enable  the  authorities  l>etter  to  perform 
their  duties,  and  to  lessen  the  burden  on 
the  poor.      It  is  in  furtherance  of  the 
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poliojT  of  treating  LondoD,  not  as  a 
congeriea  of  separate  and  independent 
items,  but  as  one  great  community,  with 
common  interests,  common  duties,  and 
equal  burdens,  as  far  as  is  compatible 
with  the  maintenance  of  local  manage- 
ment, that  I  move  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Mr,  Shaw-Lefevre.) 

•Mb.  ALBAN  GIBBS  (London)  :  In 
rising  to  move  the  rejection  of  this  Bill 
I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  supposed  that 
eitiier  I  or  other  gentlemen  ou  this  side 
of  the  House  who  will,  I  hope,  support 
me  to-day,  are  opposed  to  any  system  of 
equalisation,  or  that  we  at  all  wish  to 
prevent  every  parish  from  bearing  its 
fair  share  of  the  burdens  of  the  Metro- 
polis. What  we  do  feel  is  that  this  Bill 
does  not  equalise  rates,  but  it  in  many 
cases  makes  them  more  unequal  tban  they 
were,  while  it  proceeds  on  no  rational 
principle  as  former  attempts  at  equalisa- 
tion have  done,  but  rather  makes  confu- 
sion worse  confounded.  We  fear  that 
without  altering  every  line  in  the  Bill  it 
will  be  impossible  to  amend  it,  or,  I  con- 
fess, that  some  of  us  would  prefer  to 
have  treated  it  in  that  way  ;  but  I  can 
assure  the  House  that  if  the  Bill  should 
pass  the  Second  Reading,  we  will  do  our 
best  in  Committee,  if  not  to  make  it  a 
fairly  workable  measure,  at  all  events  to 
make  it  a  better  measure  than  it  is  at 
present.  When  the  hon.  Member  for 
Southwark  moved  the  Resolution  last 
year  on  which  this  Bill  was  founded,  he 
told  us  that  the  rates  already  equalised 
amounted  ito  3s.  3d.  per  £1,  and  that 
amounts  to  nearly  two-thirds  of  the 
average  rate,  so  that  we  have  already, 
with  the  cordial  consent  of  all  parties, 
gone  a  long  way,  and  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  consider  well  before  we  pro- 
ceed further,  especially  upon  an  entirely 
new  principle.  We  have,  as  the  House 
knows,  equalised  the  education  rate  and 
the  police  rate  by  putting  them  each 
under  one  central  authority,  which  levies 
an  equal  rate  for  them.  Again,  we  have 
equalised  the  poor  rate  by  the  Common 
Poor  Fund,  in  which  an  equal  rate  is 
levied,  and  the  money  distributed  among 
the  various  parishes  according  to  the 
ntwiber  of  their  poor  in  asylums,  hospitals. 


and  workhouses,  and  according  to  their 
needs  as  prescribed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  Now  this  system  has 
worked  satisfactorily,  and  I  think  it 
is  much  to  be  regretted  that  you  did 
not  base  your  new  equalisation,  if  an 
equalisation  was  wanted,  on  some  modi- 
fication of  that  system  instead  of  on  the 
most  unscientific  and  haphazard  method 
of  counting  noses  instead  of  consider- 
ing needs.  Indeed,  Sir,  it  seeems  to  me 
that  the  Government  must  have  refleeted 
that  the  parishes  of  the  Metropolis  were 
deprived  of  the  intellectual  treat  of  a 
Parish  Council,  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  other  entertainment  for  them  they 
decided  to  set  up  a  lottery,  which,  though, 
as  far  as  I  can  understand  it  is  only 
drawn  once  in  five  years,  may  be  ex- 
pected to  foster  a  healthy  excitement 
among  them.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  much 
of  a  sporting  man,  but  I  have  been 
credibly  informed  by  people  who  go  in 
for  lotteries  that  the  prizes  generally  fall 
to  rich  and  economical  people  who  have' 
no  particular  need  of  them.  In  this  case, 
Sir,  the  great  prize  has  fallen  to  Isling- 
ton. Now,  I  do  not  pretend,  Sir,  to  be 
very  sorry  for  that.  I  believe  Islington 
to  be  a  thoroughly  well-managed  parish  ; 
its  rates  are  low,  its  poor  are  very  few  in 
proportion  to  its  population,  and  it  returns 
three  Conservative  Members,  whom  I  trust 
I  may  call  my  very  good  friends,  and,  in 
short,  has  everything  respectable  and  nice 
about  it.  But  when  the  Government 
propose  to  present  it  with  £21,320  under 
the  name  of  equalisation,  we  must  be 
forgiven  if  we  find  it  difiicult  to  treat  the 
subject  with  gravity.  Now,  Sir,  the 
incidence  of  the  Common  Poor  Fund, 
which  is  administered  on  a  reasonable 
basis,  is  no  bad  test  of  the  poverty  and 
riches  of  a  parish ;  and  what  does  the 
House  suppose  Islington  receives  from 
that  ?  Why,  Sir,  on  balance  it  does  not 
receive  at  all,  but,  on  the  contrary,  pays 
£13,903,  which  sum,  with  a  50  per  cent, 
bonus,  it  is  to  get  back  again  under  this 
grotesque  Bill.  Again,  Wandsworth  Union 
pays  £16,281  to  the  Common  Poor  Fund, 
and  is  to  receive  £13,761.  Marylebone 
receives  £3,243,  and  is  to  pay  £9,658. 
Many  other  instances  could  be  given. 
Well,  Sir,  these  results  come  from  taking 
the  basis  of  the  population  instead  of  the 
needs  of  different  parishes,  and  this  basis 
has  another  absurd  aspect,  in  that  it  abso* 
lutely  pays  a  parish  to  overcrowd.    The 
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hoD.  Member  for  Southwark  said,  in  the 
Debate  on  the  Resolution  which  gave 
rise  to  this  Bill,  that 

"  High  rates  meant  high  rents,  and  high  rents 
led  to  oTercrowding  of  tenants,  and  that  meant 
unhealthy  surroundings,  disorderly  conduct, 
poverty,  disease,  immorality,  and  crime." 

I  am  sure,  Sir,  after  these  sentiments  it 
must  have  been  a  terrible  shock  lor  him 
to  have  a  Bill  founded  on  his  own  resolu- 
tion, which  offers  a  premium  to  over- 
crowding. Of  course,  the  purposes  to 
which  the  money  is  to  be  applied,  as  far 
as  they  relate  to  the  Public  Health  Act, 
may  certainly  be  considered  to  be  more 
than  of  local  importance;  but  I  really 
do  not  see  why  parishes  should  not 
attend  to  their  own  lighting  and  roads. 
It  would  almost  seem  that  the  Government 
see  that  some  parishes  will  get  more  than 
they  want  for  sanitary  purposes,  and 
they,  therefore,  introduce  paving  and 
lighting  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  money. 
Sanitary  purposes,  however,  are  national 
as  much  as  municipal,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  a  much  wider  departure  from 
precedent  if  you  were  to  put  the  charges 
for  such  purposes  on  a  national  fund  than 
it  is  for  you  to  pay  for  them  under  the 
head  of  population.  It  has  been  said, 
and  said  very  often,  that  we  ought  not  to 
grudge  what  is  done  for  the  sake  of  the 
poor.  But  are  you  sure  that  the  poor 
will  get  so  much  benefit  from  this  ?  In 
the  parts  of  London  described  as  the 
richer  parts,  where  most  property  is  held 
on  leases,  we  are  told  that  the  ground 
landlords  hold  most  of  London,  and  when 
we  took  our  houses  we  reckoned  on  pay- 
ing so  much  rent  and  so  much  rates. 
Now,  when  the  rates  are  increased  we 
have  no  power  of  going  to  the  landlord 
and  saying,  "  This  house  is  not  worth 
so  much  ;  make  my  rent  less."  ''  No/*  he 
says,  *^  you  have  your  lease  ;  go  on.*'  But 
it  is  very  different  in  the  poor  parishes. 
There  the  inhabitants  do  not,  as  a  rule, 
hold  on  leases  at  all,  and  as  soon  as  the 
landlord  finds  the  rates  are  reduced  he 
can  go  and  say — "  Your  house  is  worth 
more  now  the  rates  are  down,  and  if  you 
won't  pay  an  increased  rate  there  are 
plenty  who  will.*'  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  result  will  be,  in  effect,  thai  rate- 
payers in  one  district  will  have  to  pay 
for  ground  landlords  in  another.  More- 
over, though  there  are  cases  where 
rich  parishes  have  lesser  rates  than  poor, 
in  many  cases  the  reverse  is  the  case. 

Mr.  Alhan  Gihhs 


Fulham  pays  Gs.  3d.,  and  surely  that  is 
a  far  richer  district  than  Mile  End,  which 
pays  6s.  9d.  Again,  why  are  the  rates 
so  high  in  some  parishes  and  low  in 
others  ?  Has  administration  nothing  to 
do  with  this — not  only  the  proper 
economy  practised  by  some  and  neglected 
by  others,  but  the  habit  of  taking  things  in 
time  and  not  letting  necessary  repairs 
stand  over  until  too  late  to  repair  at  all, 
and  the  leakage  alluded  to  by  the 
President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  produced  by  indiscrimi- 
nately allowing  compounding  ?  Is  it 
not  a  grave  injustice  that  parishes 
who  have  reduced  their  rates  in  this  way 
should  have  them  raised  because  others 
have  been  less  thrifty  ?  Well  then,  Sir, 
if  we  must  have  the  basis  of  population 
might  we  not  have  had  it  taken  on  a 
fairer  system  than  a  night  census  once  in 
five  years  ?  I  fear  I  shall  not  be  able 
to  convince  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  of 
the  soundness  of  what  I  am  going  to  say, 
as  he  has  been  good  enough  to  tell  us, 
with  tbe  greatest  frankness  and 
courtesy,  that  the  whole  object  of 
this  Bill  is  to  get  money  out  of  the 
City.  Many  parishes  derive  their 
rating  value  entirely  from  people  who 
live  there  in  the  day  but  go  elsewhere  to 
sleep.  The  City  is,  of  course,  the  greatest 
sufferer  from  neglecting  this  fact.  Its 
population  by  the  night  Census  is  37,694, 
wbile  the  day  population  by  the  Corpora- 
tion Census  taken  some  time  ago  was 
301,384,  or  more  than  eight  times  as 
much.  It  has  been  already  recognised 
that  the  City  is  entitled  to  exceptional 
treatment  in  this  respect.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  when  bringing 
in  the  London  Government  Bill  in  1884, 
in  which  representation  was  given  to  dis- 
tricts on  the  basis  of  population  and  rate- 
able value  taken  jointly,  said  it  was — 

"  In  reffard  to  the  City  of  London  having  xe- 
spect  to  the  smallest  of  its  resident  population 
and  the  greatness  of  its  rateable  value,  we  do 
think  it  would  be  fair  to  deal  with  it  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  other  districts,  and  we  have 
given  it  a  proportion  ol  representation  upon  the 
l^sis  of  rateable  value  alone." 

The  City,  ef  course,  is  not  the  only  dis- 
trict injuriously  affected.  Southwark 
and  other  similar  places  suffer,  though 
none  perhaps  to  the  same  extent.  The 
City  lUready  contribntes  very  largely  to 
outside  improvements  in  addition  to  pay- 
ing for  its  own  poor  and  the  eduoation 
of  its  own  children,  and  since  the  County 
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ConncfFs  time  it  has  received  no  coDtri- 
bution  to  improvetnents  within  the  City, 
though  it  has  contribated  £900,000  to 
improvements  outside.  I  do  not  wish 
to  dilate,  however,  on  this  matter,  but  I 
would  just  say  one  word  in  conclusion. 
The  right  hon.  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  said,  referring  to  my  speech  on  the 
former  occasion — 

"  I  do  not  accept  the  view  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  at  alL  The  view  he  has  laid  down 
is  in  direct  antagoniem  to  the  principle  which 
baa  prevailed  in  every  other  Municipalitv  in  the 
world,  the  principle  that  a  Municipality  has  one 
common  interest, 

and  so  on.  I  cannot  trace  in  the  report 
of  my  speech  what  it  was  I  said  which 
offended  against  the  principle  that  a 
Municipality  is  one  and  has  common 
interests.  Now,  Sir,  representing  as  I 
do  the  oldest  Corporation  in  England — 
one  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer spoke  of  in  the  same  speech  as 
having  been  a  real  Corporation  with  a 
real  municipal  life,  it  is  not  likely  that 
I  should  wish  to  belittle  municipal  feel- 
ing. We  were  reminded  a  few  days  ago 
that  Poeta  nasciiur  non  Jit,  and  I  think 
we  may  well  say  Municipium  crescit 
non  Jit,  I  do  not  think  that  the  fact 
that  you  have  a  mass  of  heterogeneous 
parishes  congregated  about  London, 
which  have  been  by  a  recent  Act  of 
Parliament  allowed  to  assume  the  name 
of  the  "  County  "  of  London,  will  at  once 
lead  to  the  creation  of  municipal  feeling 
amongst  them,  or  make  the  different 
parishes  feel  that  their  interests  are  com- 
mon. I  am  told  that  in  the  case  of  a  great 
public  calamity  animals,  and  men  too,  give 
up  their  ordinary  instincts,  and  though 
accustomed  to  prey  upon  one  another,  yet 
co-operate  with  one  another  to  get  over 
that  calamity.  And  though  I  do  not 
suppose  I  shall  be  accused  of  thinking 
too  highly  of  the  London  County  Council, 
I  do  not  think  that  it  can  be  considered 
to  be  such  a  public  calamity  as  to 
have  forced  all  these  different  parishes 
to  regard  their  interests  as  one,  nor  do 
I  suppose  it  has  made  Hampstead  feel 
any  great  desire  to  put  down  a  wood 
pavement  in  Lewisham.  I  beg  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this 
day  three  months. 

•Mr.  BOULNOIS  (Marylebone,  E.) 
seconded  the  Motion  for  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill  with  great  pleasure,  because  he 
thought  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  the  City 


should  not  be  required  to  stand  alone, 
although  he  admitted  that  this  Bill 
affected  the  City  much  more  than  it  did 
atiy  other  district  of  London.  This 
Bill  was  described  as  a  Bill  to  n.ake 
better  provision  for  the  equalisation  of 
London  rates  as  between  the  different 
parts  of  London.  He  should  have  de- 
scribed the  Bill  as  a  Bill  to  continue  and 
aggravate  the  present  inequalities  in 
rating  which  existed  in  different  parts  of 
London.  The  Bill  had  also  been  de- 
scribed, and  was  considered,  he  believed, 
by  a  great  many  persons  as  a  Govern- 
ment Bill,  and  it  was  so  described  in  the 
Orders  of  the  Day.  But,  for  himself, 
reading  through  the  lines,  he  could  not 
fail  to  trace  the  handwriting  of  the 
London  County  Council.  He  shrewdly 
surmised  that  his  hon.  colleague  the  Mem- 
ber for  Shoreditch  had  had  a  hand  in 
drafting  and  preparing  the  Bill,  and  had,  no 
doubt,  been  ably  abetted  and  aided  by  some 
well-known  Progressive  members  of  the 
London  County  Council,  and  they  knew 
that  the  present  Government  were  the 
most  obedient  servants  of  the  London 
County  Council.  They  were  willing  on 
on  all  occasions  when  it  suited  them  to 
assist  the  London  County  Council  in 
every  possible  way,  even  when  the 
London  County  Council  proposed  to 
reject  some  very  useful  water  supply, 
because  the  members  of  the  London 
County  Council  made  it  known  to  the 
Government  that  unless  the  Government 
caiAe  forward  to  help  them,  they  on  their 
part  would  not  give  their  support  to  the 
Government.  Everything  was  political 
at  the  London  County  Council,  and  he 
could  see  pretty  plainly  that  it  was 
thought  this  was  a  good  opportunity  of 
doing  something  which  would  win  them 
popularity  in  certain  districts.  He  could 
only  describe  this  Bill  as  a  most  barefaced 
bribe  to  certain  constituencies.  He  had 
not  the  least  doubt  the  London  County 
Council  thought  that  it  was  a  very  good 
opportunity  of  hitting  some  of  the  con- 
stituencies which  were  believed  to  be  not 
altogether  favourable  to  the  present  Go- 
vernment— some  of  the  constituencies 
which  were  practically  impregnable,  such 
as  the  City  of  London,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  the  Strand,  and  even 
the  constituency  of  Marylebone,  for 
which  he  spoke  in  a  very  humble  manner. 
They  thought  it  was  a  good  opportunity  to 
punish  those  constituencies  which  affected 
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Tory  principles,  and  to  endeavour  to  do 
something  for  those  which  might  be  a 
little  more  doubtful  with  a  view  to  trying 
to  draw  to  their  side  constituencies  which 
were  now  represented  by  Conservatives, 
such  as  certain  parts  of  Camberwell,  parts 
of  Islington,  and  probably  parts  of  Hack- 
ney. This  Bill  was  introduced  with  the 
very  specious  title  of  the  Equalisation  of 
Rates  (London)  Bill.  On  the  first  blush  it 
was  believed  to  be  an  equitable  Bill,  and  it 
was  thought  that  it  would  receive  general 
approbation  from  both  sides  of  the 
House,  and  generally  from  the  districts 
throughout  London.  The  Bill  had  been 
spoken  of  from  the  Front  Bench  oppo- 
site several  times  as  a  non-contentious 
Bill,  and  quite  lately  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  alluded  to  it  in  that  sense, 
and  said  there  were  several  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  sat  on  t^e  Opposition  side  who 
were  in  favour  of  the  measure,  and 
therefore  there  ought  to  be  no  difficulty 
in  passing  it.  While  he  believed  there 
were  some  gentlemen  on  his  own  side 
who  did  not  look  upon  this  Bill  with 
great  disfavour,  he  was  extremely  sorry 
that  so  unjust  a  principle  as  was 
enunciated  in  the  measure  should  find 
favour  on  his  side  of  the  House, 
because  hon.  Members*  constituencies 
happened  to  be  the  recipients  under  it 
of  what  he  thought  he  might,  without 
ofience,  describe  as  the  ofiiciai  spoliation 
which  was  contemplated  in  the  Bill. 
When  the  Bill  was  printed  and  read  and 
thought  over,  it  assumed  a  very  different 
aspect,  and  a  perfect  chorus  of  dis- 
approbation proceeded  from  the  parishes 
that  were  more  particularly  interested, 
and  he  thought  it  could  not  be  denied  by 
anyone  that  if  the  Bill  should  become 
law  it  would  create  in  some  districts  of 
London  tlie  y^y  greatest  dissatisfaction. 
The  Bill  established  an  entirely  new 
principle  in  taxation  which  had  never 
been  tried  before — namely,  of  making  a 
rate  upon  the  valuation  of  property  and 
distributing  it  according  to  population. 
He  believed  there  was  no  other  instance 
of  that  kind,  and  it  would  lead  to  very 
serious  anomalies,  some  of  which  had 
already  been  described.  St.  Giles, 
which  everybody  would  concede  was  a 

Kor  parish,  now  paid  a  rate  of  5s.  8d. 
ington,  which  could  not  be  described 
as  a  poor  parish,  now  paid  a<  rate  of 
58.  2d. 

Mr.  BoulnotM 


Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.)  :  The 
rate  this  year  is  5s.  6d. 

Mr.  b'aBTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  :  It 

is  08. 

Mr.  BOULNOIS  said,  the  return  he 
had  with  him  gave  the  rate  as  5s.  2d. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  said,  his  authority 
was  a  paper  issued  by  the  London  County 
Council  on  the  3 1st  March,  1894,  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  the  average  for 
the  ^ve  years  from  1889  to  1893  was  58. 

Mr.  LOUGH  said,  that  this  year  the 
Islington  Vestry  had  presented  a  petition 
to  the  House  in  which  they  stated  that 
the  rates  had  been  steadily  increasing 
from  4s.  Id.  in  the  £1  in  1887  to  58.  6d. 
in  the  £1,  which  was  the  present  rale. 

*Mr.  BOULNOIS  said,  the  return  he 
held  in  his  hand  gave  the  rate  at  /^s,  2;^d. 
What  he  said  was  that,  according  to  his 
idea  of  justice  and  equity,  Islington  being 
a  fairly  rich  parish  ought  to  contribute  to 
St.  Giles's,  which  was  a  poor  parish  ; 
whereas,  as  the  Bill  stood,  St.  Gileses 
would  have  to  pay  5s.  9d.,  whilst  Isling- 
ton would  only  have  to  pay  4s.  lid. 
That  was  a  great  anomaly.  One  of  the 
best  tests  as  to  whether  a  parish  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind  should  pay  or  receive 
was  that  of  the  number  of  paupers  in  the 
workhouses,  because  people  did  not  go 
into  the  workhouses  unless  they  were 
actually  driven  there.  He  had  a  return 
which  gave  the  population  of  the  indoor 
poor  at  the  ratio  of  per  thousand,  and  the 
amount  that  would  have  to  be  paid  or 
received  in  some  parishes.  He  took,  first, 
three  parishes  in  the  north  district  which 
were  grouped  together  in  the  returns  pre- 
sented from  time  to  time  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Maryleboue,  with  a 
population  of  142,000,  had  3,000  indoor 
poor,  or  a  ratio  of  rather  more  than  21 
per  thousand.  Marylebone  under  the 
Bill  would  have  to  pay  something  like 
£10.000  a  year.  Islington,  with  a 
population  of  31 9,000,  had  2,600  indoor 
poor,  or  a  fraction  of  over  8  per  thou- 
sand ;  but  Islington  under  the  Bill  would 
receive  £21,000  a  year.  Hackney,  with 
a  population  of  over  198,000,  had  2,464 
indoor  poor,  or  a  ratio  of  rather  more 
12  per  thousand,  and  Hackney  would 
receive  £15,000  a  year.  Passing  to 
Poplar  in  the  East  of  London,  he  found 
the  population  was  over  166,000i,  the 
indoor  poor  2,694,  or  a  ratio  of  rather 
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more  than  16  per  thoa8aud,  and 
Poplar  would  receive  £16,000  a  year. 
Lambeth,  with  a  population  of  270^000 
and  3,096  indoor  paupers,  would  receive 
£16,0(D0  a  year  ;  and  Camber  well,  with 
a  population  of  235,000  and  2,587  in- 
door paupers,  would  receive  nearly 
£21,000  a  year.  The  most  shocking 
dase  that  could  be  cited  was  that  of 
Islington.  He  was  sorry  to  have  to 
make  allusion  to  it  in  those  terms, 
because,  of  course,  they  all  knew  that 
it  was  a  good  parish,  but  no  one  would 
contend  that  it  wai*  a  poor  parish,  or 
that  it  did  not  carry  out  its  sanitation 
and  lighting  in  the  best  possible  way. 
Yet  it  was  to  receive  £21,000  out  of  the 
common  fund,  to  which  Marylebone  was 
to  pay  £10,000.  In  Islington  the  total 
poor  were  6,261  and  in  Marylebone 
3,281  ;  but  the  ratio  per  thousand  in  the 
former  case  was  a  little  more  than  19, 
.  and  in  the  latter  case  a  little  more  than  23. 
He  did  not  contest  the  principle  that  the 
rich  parishes  should  help  the  poor 
parishes.  That  was  right  and  proper ; 
but  it  should  be  done  on  equitable  and 
just  principles.  He  knew  of  no  fairer 
method  of  dealing  with  this  question 
than  that  which  had  been  referred  to  by 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board^^the  system  which  had  been  iii 
vogue  for  several  years,  and  which  ha<l 
stood  the  test  of  experience — the  Com- 
mon Poor  Fund.  Under  this  system  the 
Local  Government  Board  prevented 
waste  and  extravagance ;  but  under  the 
Bill  there  would  be  no  control  of  the 
extravagance  or  fancies  of  the  receiving 
parishes.  Those  familiar  with  London 
parochial  affairs  must  recognise  that 
there  was  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  Local 
Authorities  to  recklessness  and  indif- 
ference whenever  they  could  dip  into  a 
common  purse.  Islington  would  pUy  with 
this  £21,000  which  it  was  to  receive. 
Under  the  Bill  the  contributions  would  be 
'received  and  distributed  by  the  London 
Goumy  Council.  That  meant  adding  to 
the  dolies  and  powers  of  the  Council,  a 
thmg  that  body  d^rly  likodyand  the 
creation  of  a  large  additional  staff,  bnd  it 
would  mean  more'  extravagance.  There 
had  been  no  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the 
Local  GoverhaMnt  Board  into  the  ad- 
miniatration  ind  expenditure  of  the 
seveiml  parishes ;  atid  it  seemed  likely 
that- the  parish  which  had  been  econo- 
■mioal  woald  tiow  have  to*  pay  for  the 


extravagance  of  others.  The  figures 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
given  as  to  the  disparity  of  rates  were 
startling,  perhaps  ;  but  it  was  notorious 
that  in  the  parishes  where  these  very 
high  rates  existed  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  mismanagement  and  waste.  That 
must  be  the  experience  of  most  hon. 
Members  of  the  House.  The  very  tables 
issued  by  the  Government  showed  how 
unequally  this  tax  would  fall,  and  how 
little  thonght  had  been  given  to  the 
whole  question  by  the  Government.  The 
Government  ought  first  to  have  dealt 
with  a  Bill  creating  separate  Munici- 
palities in  London  ;  and  they  ought  also 
to  have  introduced  a  valuation  Bill.  The 
present  measure  was  unjust  and  immoral 
— unjust  because  it  did  not  relieve  suffi- 
ciently the  poorer  parishes,  but  gave  to 
those  which  were  not  at  all  in  want  of 
help,  and  immoral  because  it  offered'  a 
bribe  to  the  constituencies  either  to  con- 
tinue their  support  or  transfer  their  sup- 
port to  the  followers  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment. He  heartily  seconded  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this 
day  three  months." — (Mr,  Alhan  Gibbs.} 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  J.  STUART  said,  it  was  rather  re- 
markable that  the  Amendment  moved  was 
not  that  put  down  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Chelsea,  but  simply  a  direct  negative  to 
the  Second  Reading.  The  arguments 
adduced  in  favour  of  the  Amendment 
led  him  to  believe  that  there  was  na 
intention  to  divide  the  House.  The 
broad  lines  of  this  question  were  these. 
The  rates  of  London  were  very  heavy 
in  the  poor  districts  and  light  in  the 
rich  districts.  At  one  extremity  was 
St.  James's,  Westminster,  with  a  rate  of 
4s.  Id.,  and  at  the  other  was  Bow,  with 
a  rate  of  78.  lid.  In  the  last  few  years 
the  rate  in  St.  James's  had  risen  about 
2d.  and  the  rate  at  Bow  had  risen  about 
Is.  6d.  London  being  an  organized 
whole,  with  one  part  dependent  on 
another,  he  appealed  to  the  representa- 
tives of  Liverpool  and  other  large  towns 
where  there  bad  been  a  considerable 
equalisation  of  rates  to  support  this  Bill. 
By  the  changes  that'  had  already  been 
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effected  there  had  been  to  some  extent  an 
equalisation  of  the  rates  carried  into 
effect,  but  not  altogether  in  the  sense  of 
relieving  the  poorer  districts,  because 
under  the  Common  Poor  Law  system 
Marjlebone,  which  was  a  well-to-do 
parish,  had  obtained  considerable  relief 
at  the  expense  of  the  general  rates.  No 
doubt  in  anj  case  the  Local  Government 
Board  had  power  to  check  extravagance 
on  the  part  of  any  particular  district. 
He  should  like  to  ask  the  House  whether 
it  was  possible  to  carry  out  any  scheme 
for  the  equalization  of  rates  without 
providing  for  a  strong  central  control 
over  the  expenditure  such  as  was  pro- 
posed by  this  Bill.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  measure  offered  no  inducement 
to  economy,  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  it 
offered  every  inducement  to  extrava- 
gance. But  he  thought  that  its  effect 
would  be  exactly  the  contrary.  If  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  London 
would  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  Bill 
he  would  see  that  the  measure  provided 
that  the  rates  levied  under  it  were  to  be 
set  out  upon  the  ratepayer,  so  that  the 
ratepayers  might  see  for  themselves 
whether  the  rates  were  being  increased 
or  diminished,  and  in  this  way  would 
be  able  to  exercise  an  intelligent 
control  over  the  expenditure.  The 
right  hoD.  Gentleman,  in  introducing  the 
Bill,  said  that  the  object  of  the  measure 
was  not  only  to  equalise  the  rates,  but 
also  to  enable  the  Local  Bodies  to  perform 
their  duties  with  greater  efficienoy  with- 
out raising  the  general  rate.  To  show 
how  unfairly  the  present  system  worked, 
he  might  point  out  that  the  parish  of 
Marylebone  spent  nearly  four  times  as 
much  upon  sanitation  and  road  cleansing 
as  the  parish  of  Bethnal  Green  spent. 

Mr.  BOULNOIS  :  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  is 
jspeaking  from  any  Return  ? 

Mr.  J.  STUART  said,  he  was  speaking 
from  the  Returns  which  were  made  by 
the  Vestries  to  the  London  County 
Council.  It  had  been  said  that  this  Bill 
was  introduced  not  for  th(e  purpose  of 
equalising  the  rates,  but  f^r  a  political 
object.  But  if  hon.  Members  would 
look  at  the  long  list  of  parishes  which 
were  benefited  by  the  Bill  \^  would  see 
that  quite  as  many  Tory  as  ^dical  dis- 
tricts were  benefited  under  the  pioDvisions 
of  the  measure.    In  such  circum^ances 

Mr.  J.  Stuart 


it  was  unfair  to  brand  this  Bill  as  a 
political  measure.  He  did  not  think  that 
any  hon.  Member  would  deny  that  the 
equalization  of  the  rates  was  in  itself  a 
good  thing.  It  was  true  that  in  one  or 
two  instances  complaint  had  been  made 
as  to  the  probable  unjust  working  of  this 
Bill.  In  the  case  of  St.  Luke^  for  in- 
stance, it  was  said  that  the  Bill  would 
work  unfairly  ;  but,  in  reality,  St.  Luke's 
was  burdened  by  a  debt  that  no  Equaliza- 
tion of  Rates  Bill  would  be  able  to  meet. 
Under  the  Bill  London  would  be  divided 
into  two  sections  ;  in  one  of  these,  which 
contained  3,000,000  of  the  poorer  in- 
habitants, the  rates  were  above  the 
average ;  and  in  the  other,  which  con- 
tained 1,000,000  of  the  richer  inhabitants, 
the  rates  were  below  the  the  average.  By 
the  scheme  for  the  equalization  of  rates 
proposed  by  the  Bill  no  parish  whose 
rates  were  above  the  average  would  have 
its  rates  increased,  while,  on  the  contrary, 
no  parish  in  which  the  rates  were  below 
the  average  would  find  its  rates  diminished. 
The  principle  of  the  Bill  was  that  the 
richer  districts  should  contribute  towards 
the  rates  of  the  parishes  that  were  poorer. 
It  would  be  seen  that  in  Islington 
there  was  very  little  compounding  and 
very  little  loss  in  the  collection. 
As  to  the  question  of  compounding,  the 
hon.  Member  for  St.  Pancras  (Mr.  R.  G. 
Webster)  by  a  question  he  interjected 
had  seemed  to  raise  a  suspicion  that 
13-60ths  of  Bethnal  Green  were  paying 
25  per  cent,  less  than  the  rates  that 
ought  to  be  paid.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
one-half  of  this  25  per  cent,  was  an  in- 
surance against  the  empties,  and  the  10  or 
15  per  cent.  left  was  allowed  to  landlords 
in  lieu  of  the  expenses  of  collection.  He 
had  gone  very  closely  into  this  matter  in 
connection  with  Shoreditch,  and  he  was 
assured  by  a  gentleman  who  had  been 
for  14  years  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  that  the  method  of  compound- 
ing adopted  there  was  a  cheaper  method 
for  the  parish  than  that  of  raising  the 
rates  directly,  so  that  if  the  principle  of 
compounding  were  not  adopted  the  rate 
for  the  parish  would  be  even  higher  than 
it  was  at  present.  In  Bethnal  Green 
the  whole  of  the  compounding,  including 
the  allowance  of  the  landlords,  amounted 
to  S  per  oent.  from  a  Id.  in  the  Is. 
Therefore,  if  in  Bethnal  Green  the  rates 
stood  at  6s.  lOd.,  and  the  whole  of  this  sum 
were  left  at  a  calculation,  the  rates  would 
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still  stand  at  oa.   lOd.,  or   much  above 
those  of  the  contributorj  parishes  which 
were  to  be  called  upon  to  assist  Bethoal 
Greeu.      He    must,    however;    entirely 
dissent  from  this  comparison,  inasmuch 
as   the    system    of     compounding    was 
valuable  to  the  parish.     He  had  only  one 
more  anomaly  to  refer  to,  and  that  was 
the  anomaly  of  Kensington.     The  case 
of  Kensington  gave    him    an  excellent 
opportunity  of   showing  exactly  where 
the  advantages   of    this   Bill   came   in. 
Kensington  had  made  considerable  com- 
plaint because  its  rates  were  to  be  raised 
slightly  under  this  Bill.     At  present  its 
rates  were   below    the   average    of    the 
rates  of  London,  being  5s.  6d.,  and  they 
were  to  be  raised  to  os.  8d.     Consider- 
able complaint  had  been  made  because 
the  poorer  district  included  in  the  parish 
— ^namely,  North  Kensington — was  not 
going  to  get   any  allowance   under  the 
Bill,  but   was   going    to   have   its  rates 
raised.     Kensington    might    be   divided 
into  two  exactly  equal  portions  of  North 
Kensington  and  South  Kensington.     In 
North  Kensington  the  rateable  value  per 
head  of  the  population  was  rather  less 
than  £6,  whilst  in  South  Kensington  the 
rateable  value  was  £16.     Therefore,  the 
poorer  portion  of  Kensington  was  getting 
the   benefit   of  the  expenditure  of    the 
richer  portion.      Kensington  spent   per 
head  of  the  population  nearly  four  times 
as  much  in  its  sanitary  arrangements  as 
was  spent  by  Bethnal  Green,  and,    of 
course.  North  Kensington  got  the  benefit 
of  this  extra  expenditure.     If  the  rates 
were  divided    equally    between    North 
Kensington    and    South  Kensington   in 
proportion    to    the   work   done,    North 
Kensington,  in  order  to  obtain  the  benefits 
it  now  enjoyed,  would  have  to  pay  no 
less  than  10s,  in  the  £1,  whilst  South 
Kensington  would  only  pay  4s.     By  the 
accidental  association   of  these  two  dis- 
tricts, sanitary  afiTairs  were  properly  at- 
tended to  in  the  poorer  districts,  owing 
to  its  conjunction  with  the  richer  dis- 
tricts.     This  was    exactly    what    was 
sought  to  be  done  for  the  rest  of  London, 
and  the  Government  had  endeavoured  to 
produce  a  measure  which   would   steer 
clear  of  the  difficulties  necessarily  inci- 
dental to  such  an  operation.     The  mea- 
sure would  give  the  reasonable  amount 
of  relief ;    it  was  well  guarded,  and  it 
would  enable  the  poorer  and  insanitary 
districts  of  London  to  place  themselves 


more  in  the  future  in  the  position  which 
North  Kensington  now  occupies,  owing 
to  its  union  with  South  Kensington. 

Sir  J.  LUBBOCK  (London  Uni-. 
versity) :  Whatever  difiPerences  of  opinion 
there  may  be  as  to  this  Bill,  I  think  we 
shall  all  be  agreed  that  it  is  a  measure  of 
very  great  importance  and  complexity. 
My  bou.  Friend  who  has  just  sat  down 
says  it  will  give  a  small  measure  of  relief . 
Well,  but  it  transfers  a  sum  of  over 
£220,000  a  year  from  one  set  of  persons 
to  another,  and  that  sum  capitalized 
would  amount  to  over  £4,000,000,  and, 
probably,  to  £5,000,000.  It  will  be  ad- 
mitted on  all  sides  that  this  is  a  proposal 
of  very  great  importance,  and  for  which 
good  and  conclusive  reasons  ought  to  be 
given.  The  City  already  contributes 
very  largely — I  am  told  as  much  as 
£600,000 — to  the  expenditure  of  London 
generally,  and  there  ought  surely  to  have 
been  some  inquiry  before  additional  bur- 
dens were  imposed.  Moreover,  it  is  very 
unjust  that  in  such  a  case  as  the  City, 
which  is  mainly  occupied  by  offices  and 
warehouses,  the  night  population  only 
should  be  considered  ;  but  I  will  leave  the 
special  case  of  the  City  to  be  dealt  with 
by  others.  No  doubt  the  title  of  the 
Bill  is  attractive,  but  I  shall  hope  to 
show  that  it  is  very  misleading.  The 
Bill  is,  moreover,  a  very  crude  measure, 
and  omits  many  considerations  which 
should  be  taken  into  account  in  any 
proposal  to  deal  with  the  adjustment  of 
local  taxation.  The  difficulty  of  dealing 
with  London  questions  is  not  their  mag- 
nitude, but  their  complexity,  and  this 
Bill  will  make  them  even  more 
confused  and  complex  than  ever. 
The  equalisation  of  rates  is  a  problem  of 
much  difficulty.  Why  do  we  keep  rates 
separate  from  national  expenditure  ?  Be- 
cause it  is  desirable  to  leave  Local 
Authorities  the  power  of  regulating  their 
local  expenditure.  But  if  you  leave 
them  the  power  they  must  take  the  re- 
sponsibility. If  we  leave  them  to  settle 
the  expenditure  and  then  call  upon  others 
to  pay  the  bill  it  is  easy  to  see  that  we 
should  open  the  door  to  great  extrava- 
gance. The  old  principle  of  the  Liberal 
Party  was  that  taxation  and  representa- 
tion should  go  together.  But  in  this 
Bill,  as  in  others,  the  present  Govern- 
ment propose  that  one  set  of  persons 
should  spend  the  money  and  another  set 
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should  pay  the  bill.     1  have  heard  this 
Bill  supported  on  the  ground  that  London- 
as  a  whole  should  pay  for  the  poor.    But 
this  Bill  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Poor 
Law ;  that  is  dealt  with  bj  the  Metro- 
politan Common  Poor  Fund.     The  funds 
under  this  Bill  are  for  totally  different 
purposes.    In  considering  any  question 
for   the  equalisation  of  rates,  then,  we 
must  do  so  on  its  merits.     But  I  main- 
tain that  the  title  of  this  Bill  is  mis- 
leading.      We    have    been     told     that 
it     is     a     Bill     to    equalise    rates    in 
London  to  relieve  the  ratepayers  in  the 
poorer  districts   by  a   contribution  from 
the  richer  districts.     Now,  is  this  so  ?     I 
think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  it 
effects  neither  of  these  objects,  while  it 
would  tend  to  remove  the  inducements 
to  economy,  and  in  the  long  run  increase 
the  rates  all  round.    As  the  Parish  Clerk 
of  St.  Saviour*s,  Southwark,  has  justly 
observed,    '^many     rich     parishes    will 
benefit     at    the     expense     of     poorer 
parishes/*     I  am    sorry  to  trouble    the 
House   with   figures,   but   in   discussing 
such  a  Bill  it  cannot  be  avoided.     Now, 
what  are  the  facts  ?     Fulbam  will  still 
pay  6s.  6d.  ;  Rotberhithe,  6s.  8d. ;  Ber- 
mondsey,  7s.  4d.     On  the  other   hand, 
Islington'b  rate  of  5s.  Id.  is  to  be  reduced 
to  4s.  lOd.    Islington,  indeed,  with  a  rate 
of   5b.    Id.,    will   receive   no   less   than 
£21,000  a  year  under  the  Bill,  while  20 
parishes   with  higher  rates  will  have  to 
pay.     Kensington  with  a  present  higher 
rate   will  pay   £18,000.     Indeed,  while 
Islington  receives,  some  20  other  districts 
with  higher  rates  will  have  to  contribute. 
It  is  called  an  Equalisation  of  Rates  Bill, 
but  whereas  at  present  Kc^nsington  pays 
1^.  more  than  Islington,  under  the  Bill 
it  will    pay   7^.    more.     So   far  from 
equalising  the  rates,  it  makes  the  differ- 
ence  much  greater   than   it   is   at  pre- 
sent.      Moreover,    whereas    the     rates 
of     Islington     are     1^.     below    those 
of     Kensington,      Kensington     is      to 
pay,    while    Islington  -receives   no   less 
than  £21,000  a   year.     At   present  St. 
6eorge*8-in-the-£a8t  pays  58. 4d. ;  under 
the   Bill  it  will  pay    4s.  lOd.        While 
St.  Martin-in-tlve*Fields  now  pays  4b.  lOd., 
it  will  pay  os.  3d.  The  difference  is  almost 
the  same,  but  the  position  is  reversed. 
I  have  shown  then,  I  think,  that  the  BUI 
iloes  not  equalise  ralest  but  in  many  cases 
actually  increases  the  exieting  differences. 
Mr.  Locb,  the  f>eoretary  of  the  Charity 
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Organisation  Society,  has  written  to  me. 
on  the  subject  of  this  Bill,  and  sums  up  by 
saying,    ^^This   Bill   does    not  equalise 
rates."     Several  parishes   which   ought 
under  the  ostensible  principle  of  the  Bill 
to  contribute  to  the  fund  will  not  only 
not  do  so,  but  will  actually  receive  grants, 
because  they  happen  to  have  been  com- 
bined  with  a   larger  district.     On  the 
other  hand,  some  parishes,  because  they 
are  included  in  a  sanitary  district,  will 
receive  less  than  they  would  have  done 
if  they  stood  alone.     The  Bill  assumes 
throughout  that   the  nominal   rates    in 
different  districts  are  equivalent  to  one 
another  and  can  be  fairly  compared.    But 
this  is  not  so.  Thus  in  Bethnal  Green  the 
rate   is   stated  to  be  68.  7d.,  but  as  a 
matter  of  fact  this  only  applies  to  a  small 
minority  of  the  houses  and  to  the  lai^r 
ones   only.     Out  of  a  total    of  16,500 
houses,   the   rates   are   in  no  less   than 
14,000  paid,  not  by  the  tenant  but  by  the 
landlord,  and  an  allowance  is  made  of  25 
per  cent.,  so  while  the  rate  levied  is  nomi- 
nally 6s.  7d.,  the  rate  actually  paid  is  only 
5s.  This  important  consideration  affects  all 
the  poorer  districts,  and  the  fact  is  that, 
as  regards  the  vast  majority  of  houses  in 
the  poorer  districts,  the  rates  are  practi- 
cally the  same  as  those  in  the  City — 
namely,  os.,  and  the  result  of  the  Bill 
will  be  that,  whereas  they  are  now  about 
the  same,  you  will  make  the  City  pay 
5d.  in  the  £1  more.     The  better  class  of 
houses  in  the  poorer  districts  do  not,  of 
course,  receive  the  allowance,  but  tben 
the  rate  has  been  allowed  for  in  the  rent. 
Now,    let    me    say    a    word   as  to  the 
incidence  of  rates.      If  it  is  the  custom 
to  let  land  below  its  exact  value,  then  the 
rate  will  fall  on  the  tenant.     If  land  or 
houses  are  rented  at  full  value,  then  on 
the  expiration  of  the  lease,  the  rates  will 
fall  on  tlie  landlord.     We  are  told  that 
the  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  relieve  poor 
parishes.     But  what  do  we  mean  by  a 
poor  parish  ?     I  presume  that  the  Go- 
vernment wish  U8  to  understand  by  the 
term  a  parish  in  which  the  inhabitants 
are  poor — not  all,  of  course,  but  a  large 
proportion.     I  doubt  whether  the  Home 
has      any     idea     of     the    extent    to 
which   compounding   has    been  carried. 
If  we  take  some  of  the  poor  parishes— 
Bethnal    Green,   Bromley,   Poplar,    St. 
George\    Southwark,    Woolwich,   and 
Bermondsey — there   are  45,000   houses, 
and  of  these  the  rates  are  paid  in  no  less 
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than  391,000  by  the  landlord.  I  have  not 
the  figures  in  detail  for  the  other  poor 
districts,  or,  as  it  would  be  more  correct 
to  call  them,  districts  of  small  houses, 
but  the  figures  would  be  about  the  same. 
Taking  the  Metropolis  as  a  whole,  out  of 
some  050,000  houses  the  rates  in  200,000 
are  paid  not  by  the  tenants,  but  by  the 
landlord.  The  result,  therefore,  is  that 
the  benefit  of  the  Bill  will  go  not  to 
the  tenants,  but  to  the  landlords.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Shaw- 
Lefevre)  will  hardly  question  this,  be- 
cause in  the  Debate  on  the  Budget  he 
quoted  with  approval  the  authority  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Midlothian  as  having  ''established 
the  fact  that  rates  were  ultimately  paid 
by  the  owner  of  the  land."  This  is,  of 
course,  immediately  the  case  as  regards 
tenements  occupied  by  compound  house- 
holders. In  the  long  run,  then,  the 
effect  of  this  Bill  will  be  to  take  money 
from  the  landowners  in  certain  parts  of 
London,  and  increase  the  value  of  the 
property  of  landowners  in  other  parts. 
Is  there  the  least  reason  to  suppose  that 
one  set  of  landowners  are  poorer  than  the 
other  ?  We  have  absolutely  no  evidence 
CD  the  subject.  A  great  deal  of  poor 
property  is  owned  by  very  rich  men.  I 
am  told  that  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  land  in  the  City  is  more  subdivided 
than  elsewhere.  A  great  deal  of  it  is 
held  by  Companies — ^not  City  Companies 
in  the  ordinary  sense — but  Insurance 
Offices,  Trust  Companies,  and  other  con- 
cerns, the  shares  of  which  are  very  much 
divided,  and  many  of  them  in  the  hands 
of  women  and  children.  You  are  going 
to  lower  the  value  of  their  property  to 
raise  that  of  other  landowners.  But 
we  have  absolu-tely  no  evidence  that 
those  persons  whom  yon  are  going  to  de- 
prive of  a  part  of  their  property  are  any 
richer  than  those  to  whom  you  are  going 
to  make  this  gigantic  gift.  In  many  poor 
districts  there  are  large  blocks  of  property 
owned  by  very  wealthy  men.  You  are 
going  to  endow  them  with  an  enormous 
gift,  without  reason  and  without  inquiry. 
There  is,  I  think,  a  very  erroneous  im- 
pression as  to  the  amount  contributed  by 
the  Cit^  toward  London  expenditure. 
I  will  take  Lambeth  as  typical  of 
what  is  called  a  pour  parish.  The 
value  of  property  per  head  is  £5  13s., 
aud'the  oontribution  to  rates  is  £1  10s. 
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Now,  how  does  the  City  stand  ?  The 
valuation  of  the  City  per  head  is  £1 10,  or, 
speaking  roughly,  about  20  times  as  much 
as  that  of  Lambeth.  Now,  what  is  the 
contribution  ?  The  City  contribution  is 
£25,  against  £1  10s.,  or,  again,  about  20 
times  as  great,  so  that  the  proportion  of 
contribution  is  about  the  same  as  that  of 
rateable  value.  But  there  is  this  dififer- 
ence  :  that  the  contribution  of  £1  10s. 
paid  by  Lambeth  is  for  the  benefit  of 
Lambeth,  while  a  very  large  part  of  the 
£25  contributed  by  the  City  is  spent  not 
for  its  own  advantage,  but  for  the  benefit 
of  other  districts.  Sir,  let  me  ask  the 
House  whether  the  City  does  not  bear  a 
fair  proportion  when  it  is  paying  in 
rates  no  less  than  £25  per  head  ?  And 
yet  under  this  Bill  we  are  called  upon  ko 
contribute  £100,000  a  year  more.  The 
City  is  the  unfortunate  ''  predominant 
partner,"  and,  like  another  predomina«it 
partner,  is  to  be  content  with  less  repre- 
sentation and  more  taxation  than  its 
share.  We  have  paid,  and  are  paying, 
enormous  sums  for  schools,  parks,  and 
other  objects,  excelleut  in  themselves,  but 
for  the  advantage  of  other  districts.  But 
now  let  me  ask  the  House  to  consider  the 
uncertainty  which  this  Bill  will  introduce 
into  all  business  transactions.  When  it 
passes,  if  you  buy  a  property  you  cannot 
tell  what  you  are  buying  ;  if  you  rent  a 
house  you  cannot  tell  what  liabilities  you 
are  incurring.  At  any  moment  the 
Government  may  swoop  down  and 
transfer  part  of  your  property  to  some- 
one else,  or  confer  part  of  someone  else's 
property  upon  you.  Take  the  case  of  two 
men  about  to  rent  business  premises* 
They  look  at  two  offices  and  compare  the 
advantages,  and  what  rent  they  will  have 
to  pay.  As  sensible  men  they  naturally 
consider  the  rates.  After  doing  so  one 
takes  an  office  in  Kensington,  the  other 
in  Islington.  Then  comes  the  Govern- 
ment and  introduces  their  Bill.  The 
unfortunate  man  who  has  taken  his  office 
in  Kensington  has  to  pay  6d.  more  in  the 
£1  than  he  calculated  for  the  benefit  of 
the  other.  Is  this  justice  ?  Moreover,  it 
is  a  curious  thing  that  in  several  eases 
this  Bill  neutralises  the  effect  of  the 
Common  Poor  Fund.  For  instance, 
Holborn  receives  under  the  Commfn 
Poor  Fund  ;  it  has  to  pay  under  this  Bill ; 
Marylebone  also  receives,  but  under  this 
Bill  will  have  to  pay  ;  and  the  same  is  the 
case  with  Whitechapel.    Islington  pays 
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to  the  Common  Poor  Fund,  bnt  under 
tbid  IHU  will  receive  £21,000  a  year.  As 
Mr.  Ac  worth  justlj  says,  this  Bill 

''should  be  called  not  a  Bill  for  equalisation, 
but  a  Bill  for  the  perpetuation  of  anomalies, 
and  the  introduction  of  confnsion  into  the 
finances  of  London." 

Now,  Sir,  what  has  been  the  effect 
of  the  Common  Poor  Fund  ?  The 
figures  are  very  remarkable.  The 
fund  was  started  in  1867.  Now,  the 
number  of  outdoor  poor  have,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  greatly  diminished  from 
89  per  1,000  in  1865  to  19  per  1,000  in 
1893.  In  London  also  the  proportion  has 
fallen  from  24  per  1,000  in  1865  to  1 1  in 
1893 .  But  how  about  the  indoor  paupers  ? 
In  the  country  they  are  stationary  ;  they 
were  6*3  per  1,000  in  1865,  and  they  are 
6*5  now.  In  London  they  were  10  per 
1,000  in  1865.  Then  came  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Common  Poor  Fund,  under 
which  localities  are  added  in  proportion 
to  the  indoor  poor.  In  1870  they  had 
risen  to  11*5  per  1,000;  in  1880  to  14; 
in  1893  to  15  per  1,000;  so  that  they 
have  increased  no  less  than  50  per  cent. 
In  The  Charity  Organisation  Review  the 
writer  of  an  able  article  justly  says — 

*'  Is  there  anything  remarkable  in  the  fact 
that  the  Unions  ha^  adhered  to  a  policy  under 
which  a  large  portion  of  their  expenditure  is 
repaid  to  them  by  the  richer  parishes  of  London  7 
In  1891,  by  the  operation  of  the  Metropolitan 
Common  Poor  Fund,  Bethnal  Oreen  was  thos 
vepaid  £21,679,  of  a  total  expenditure  on  relief 
of   £69,309;  Whitechapel,  £11,368,  of  an  ex- 

emditure  of  £47,351  ;  and  St.  GeorgeVin-the- 
ast,  £19,429,  of  an  expenditure  of  £42,714. 
Is  it  remarkable  that  none  of  theee  Unions 
should  have  ventured  to  try  a  system  of  relief 
the  cost  of  which,  whether  or  not  it  might  of 
itself  be  economical,  would  fall  entirely  on  any 
Unions  which  embarked  on  it  7  Out-relief  has 
never  of  late  years  had  fair  play  in  any  of  the 
poor  parishes  of  London." 

And  he  condemns  what  he  calls 

'  '*  the  revolution  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
scale  of  our  Poor  Law  estnbliflhments,  and  the 
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letter  from  which  I  have  already  quoted, 

says — 

^  The  principle  of  the  Metropolitan  Common 
Poor  Fund  is  adopted  hi  the  Bill,  but  without 
even  its  safegoanJs.  It  is  generally  acknow* 
lodged  that  the  Guardians  are  alwayii  more 
ready  to  spend  freely  when   the  expenditure 

Sroposed  to  be  incurred  is  chargeable  to  the 
[etropolitan  Common  Poor  Fund.  .  .  .  Bat 
these  sums  are  expended  for  purposes  clearly 
specified  under  various  Acts  and  in  aoooidanoe 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  subject  to  the  supervision  of  their 
InspectoTB-'Comiitions  which  will  not  bold  good 
in  regard  to  the  expenditure  to  be  undertakoa 
under  the  Equalisation  Bill  ....  Con- 
sequently we  may  expect  that  it  will  lead  to 
extravagance  even  more  than  has  the  Metro- 
politan   Common     Poor    Fund It 

would  be  a  pity,  I  believe,  to  add  one  more  to 

our  London  anomalies And  some 

better  basis  for  dintribution  should  be  found.** 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  charge 
of  the  Bill  referred  somewhat  severely  to 
the  Vestry  Clerk  of  St.  Luke's,  but^  having 
read  the  document  issued  by  that  gentle- 
man, I  must  say  it  seemed  to  me  to  be 
characterised  by  great  knowledge  of  the 
subject.  I  did  not  understand  him  to 
make  particular  objection  to  the  claim 
stated  by  the  right  hon.  Grentleman,  and, 
as  I  understand  the  matter  will  be  re- 
ferred to  by  an  hon.  Member  behind  me, 
I  will  not  go  into  it.  I  would,  however, 
just  quote  a  few  seutences  from  the 
Clerk  of  St.  Luke^s.  Taking  a  wide  and 
statesmanlike  view  of  the  question,  he 
has  condemned  the  Bill  in  no  measured 
terms — 

"It  is,"  he  says,  "  little  short  of  iniquitous  to 
hand  over  to  Looil  Authorities  very  large  sums  of 
money,  and  leave  them  to  dispose  of  this  monev 
at  their  own  unfettered  discretion  as  the  Bill 
does.  This  prospect  of  independent  action  with 
regard  to  funds  provided  by  others,  must  have  a 
fascinating  but  most  unhappy  influence  upon  the 
recipients.  The  Bill  proviaed  no  control  what- 
ever over  the  expemlitnre  of  the  grants  from  the 
Bqnalisation  Fund,  either  similM*  in  character 
to  the  check  which  is  placed  upon  Boards  of 
Guardians  receiving  contributions  from  the 
Metropolitan  Common  Poor  Fund,  or  otherwise: 
in   my  judgment,  a  most  unprecedented  pro- 


wholesale    extravagance    encouraged    by   the  '  posal  and  a"vital  omission  from  the  Bill" 
MetropoUtan  Common  Poor  Fund.**  \  Qne  effect  of  this  Bill  will   be    that   the 

Mr.  Acworth,  who  is,  I  need  not  say,  a  j  total  expenditure  for  local  purposes  will 
great  authority  on  London  government,  |  be  largely  increased,  and,  in  districts 
••y —  where  the   rates  are  relieved,  the  rmtee 

"  The  central  grant  system  is  a  great  premium  ;  will    go    Up.     Now,  Sir,   if   the   House 
on  local  extravagance."  j  passes  this  Bill,   you   cannot  stop    her«. 

This  Bill  would  not  only  have  the  same  Why  should  yon  ?  Why  should  you  not 
effect,  but  in  an  exaggerated  form,  be-  !  rate  all  lightly*rated  districts  for  the 
cause  the  provisions  for  control  are  \  benefit  of  others  which  are  more  heavily 
absent.  Mr.  Loch,  the  Secretary  of  the  rated,  and  as  you  allocate  the  money  on 
Charity    Organisation    Society,    in    LNs    the  basis  of  population  yon  must  rate  all 
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rural  districts  for  the  benefit  of  the  urban 
population.  Is  this  fair?  Is  it  likely 
to  conduce  to  economical  administration  ? 
I  have  shown  that,  so  far  from  equalising 
the  rates,  it  in  certain  eases  increases  the 
difference  —  turns,  for  instance,  the 
present  difference  of  l^d.  between  Ken- 
sington and  Islington  into  one  of  7^d. 
At  the  same  time,  it  weakens  terribly  the 
inducement  to  economy.  Districts  will 
8&y  to  themselves,  ^' We  may  as  well 
spend  money  liberally  ;  no  doubt  for  a 
time  we  shall  have  to  pay,  but  soon  we 
shall  have  a  generous  Liberal  Govern- 
ment, who  will  rate  our  neighbours  for  our 
benefit.**  As  the  other  districts,  however, 
will  take  the  same  course,  the  rates  will 
rise  all  round,  and  everyone  will  suffer. 
Sir,  I  think  I  have  shown  that  the  Bill 
does  not  equalise  rates,  but  in  many 
cases  increases  the  differences  ;  that  it 
would  not  affect  poor  tenants,  but  in  the 
main  would  benefit  one  set  of  landlords 
at  the  expense  of  another  ;  that  it  would 
introduce  fresh  complexities  and  anoma- 
lies ;  that  it  contains  no  safeguards  and 
would  tend  to  encourage  extravagance  ; 
and  that  it  is  essentially  unjust.  In  its 
present  form,  then,  it  is  open  to  very 
grave  objections,  and  if  it  is  to  effect  the 
avowed  intentions  of  Government,  will 
require  careful  and  numerous  alterations 
in  Committee. 

•Mr.  hartley  (Islington,  N.) 
thought  the  great  mistake  which  under- 
lay the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  introduced  the  Bill  was  that 
the  rating  seemed  to  vary  adversely  with 
the  poverty  of  the  ratepayers,  and  that 
all  the  rich  lived  together,  and  all 
the  poor  lived  together.  That  was 
really  the  basis  of  his  argument,  and  was 
a  great  fallacy.  This  question  could  not 
be  treated  as  if  all  the  members  of  par- 
ticular classes  lived  together.  The  fact 
was,  that  the  various  classes  were  more 
mixed  up  than  people  usually  supposed. 
Westminster,  the  parish  in  which  they 
were  then  assembled,  would  have  to  pay 
very  heavily  under  this  Bill ;  but  it 
contained  abject  poverty  as  well  as 
great  wealth,  and  the  same  measure 
will  be  meted  out  to  the  poor  of  the 
slums  as  to  the  rich  residents  of  the 
parish.  Those  Members  wh9  had  lis- 
tened to  the  sermons  of  the  Rector  needed 
not  to  be  reminded  of  the  close  associa- 
tion of  great  poverty  and  great  wealth. 
In  altering  the  rates  as  proposed  they 


would  be  really  adding  to  the  taxation 
.of  some  of  the  poorest  in  many 
parishes.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said  this  Bill  was  intended 
not  so  much  for  the  equalisation  of 
rates  as  to  enable  money  to  be  spent 
for  necessary  purposes  in  certain  places. 
He  agreed  in  the  absolute  necessity  for 
expenditure  upon  sanitary  objects,  though 
to  base  equalisation  of  rates  upon  ex- 
penditure would  be  fatal.  It  would  lead 
to  extravagance,  and  he  would  oppose 
any  such  system.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman*s  statement  that  the  object  of  the 
Bill  was  to  make  London  pay  was 
amusing. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
The  City. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  said,  he  took  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  statement  and 
that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Shoreditch 
(who  talked  about  "  our  Bill  ")  together, 
and  they  were  rather  suggestive.  The 
statement  was  certainly  that  the  object 
was  to  make  the  City  pay,  and  he  had 
no  objection  to  its  paying  a  fair  share. 
No  doubt  some  fairer  system,  some  kind 
of  equalisation,  was  absolutely  necessary, 
and  he  had  always  advocated  it.  All 
were  agreed  that  the  poorest  districts 
should  be  as  far  as  possible  relieved,  and 
that  the  wealthier  should  pay  more  ;  but 
looking  at  jthese  figures,  it  could  not  be 
right  that  Battersea  should  pay  os.  9d. 
and  Bermondsey  7s.  4d.  Did  the  Bill 
set  these  anomalies  right,  for  that  was 
what  it  professed  to  do  all  through 
London  ?  Representing  Islington  he 
was  in  a  peculiar  position,  for  that 
parish  was  to  get  the  largest  part  of  the 
money — more  than  10  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  sum  raised.  But  one  ought  to  be 
fair  whatever  might  happen,  and  with 
opponents  all  round ,  him  he  would 
endeavour  to  put  the  matter,  as  it  seemed 
to  him,  fairly.  At  present  the  rate  in 
Islington  was  low.  The  parish  was 
well  managed  and  was  nearly  as 
large  as  Birmingham.  Standing  alone, 
and  not  regarded  as  part  of  London, 
it  would  be  one  of  the  largest 
cities  of  this  great  Empire.  He 
would,  in  all  his  references,  take  his 
figures  from  the  London  County 
Council  Returns,  as  the  fairest  and 
most  accurate,  and  they  were  based 
on  an  average  of  the  last  five  years. 
The  rate  for   Islington,  at  present  5s., 
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would  become  48.  9d. — lower  than  that 
in  anj-  parish  receiving  benefit  under  the 
Bill.  Though  Islington  had  its  poorer 
quarters,  nobody  could  say  it  was  poorer 
than  Bow,  Poplar,  or  Limehouse.  In 
Bow  the  rate  was  7s.,  and  would  under 
the  Bill  be  6s.  5d.  ;  in  Poplar  6s.  6d. 
would  be  reduced  to  68.  2d.,  and  in 
Limehouse  58.  lid.  would  become  58.  7d. 
Were  those  figures  for  far  poorer  parishes 
fair  in  comparison  with  Islington  ?  He 
was  speaking  of  this  as  a  matter  of  strict 
equity.  Again,  RatclifF  and  Wapping, 
contiguous  pfkdshes,  were  for  all  practical 
purposes  in  precisely  the  same  circum- 
stances. At  present  their  rates  were  equal 
— 58.  4d. ;  and  why  did  the  Bill  relieve 
Batclifi*  to  the  extent  of  3*8 Id.  and 
Wapping  only  '67  ?  For  a  reason  the 
fact  was  given  that  one  of  them  contained 
Dock  property  ;  but  the  same  class  of 
people  lived  in  both,  and  yet  the  Bill 
was  going  to  make  this  great  difference, 
and  destroy  the  present  equality  between 
them.  That  showed  there  was  some- 
thing wrong  in  the  way  the  Bill  was 
framed.  The  great  difficulty  in  the 
Bill  was  that  it  was  based  on  a  danger- 
ous system  of  averages,  than  which  there 
was  no  more  difficult  subject  to  deal 
with.  The  rich  Hanover  Square  district 
was  much  lower  rated  than  the  poorer 
Bethnal  Green  :  at  present  4s.  6d,  and 
6s.  2d.  respectively,  they  would  become 
under  the  Bill  4s.  lOd.  and  5s.  5]^d. 
Why  should  the  smaller  sum  .be  paid  in 
the  rich,  and  the  larger  in  the  poor 
parish  ?  But  the  House  must  remember 
that  in  taking  these  averages  they  were 
mixing  up  the  rich  and  poor  in  the  dif» 
ferent  parishes.  Hon.  Members  ac- 
quainted with  Marylebone  would  know 
that  that  parish  contained  some  of  the 
very  poorest  class  of  ratepayers — for  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  each  individual 
ratepayer  living  in  a  rich  parish  would 
have  to  pay  the  rate  whether  he  was 
rich  or  poor.  He  had  taken  considerable 
trouble  to  work  out  the  position  and 
rates  of  every  parish  referred  to  in  the 
London  County  Councirs  tables,  and  had 
taken  the  average  per  householder  as  a 
better  plan  than  taking  the  average  pay- 
ment per  head.  The  average  holding 
worked  out  at  £48  for  London.  Taking 
that  as  the  unit,  the  rich  districts  would 
average  above,  and  the  poorer  below 
that  figure.  These  figures  were  taken 
from  the  new  Census  Returns,  Vol.  2,  pre- 
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pared  at  the  request  of  the  London 
County  Council,  and  he  would  accept 
them  as  absoiutely  correct.  They 
showed  the  most  flagrant  injustice.  Hon. 
Members  ought  not  to  be  led  away  by 
the  title  of  this  Bill,  b^t  should  endea- 
vour to  see  how  it  would  work.  The 
matter  wtts  very  compticated,  and  as  he 
had  stated,  he  had  endeavoured  to  work 
out  the  rating  and  position  of  every  parish 
referred  to  in  the  table,  taking  the  average 
householder's  assessment  as  a  better  way 
of  obtaining  an  average  than  payment 
per  head,  and  in  that  way  he  had 
arrived  at  his  figure  of  £48  as  the 
average  rateable  value  of  a  holding  in 
London,  the  rich  districts  being  above, 
and  the  poor  below  that  sum.  To  show 
what  flagrant  injustice  would  be  done  by 
this  Bill  he  would  call  attention  to  the 
four  following  parishes : — St.  Katherine's- 
by-the-Tower,  a  small  parish  ;  St.  Paul's, 
Co  vent  Garden,  a  large  parish  ;  Wapping; 
and  the  Minories.  In  St.  Katherine's- 
by-the-Tower  the  rates  were  at  present 
6s.  7d.,'  and  this  Bill  would  simply  take 
off  one  farthing,  making  the  rate  6s.  6|d. 
It  seemed  monstrous  that  the  few  people 
inhabiting  that  parish  should  be  left  at 
that  very  excessive  rate.  In  St.  PauPs, 
Covent  Garden,  the  rates  were  5s.  Id. — 
rather  below  the  average  ;  they  were  to 
be  increased  to  5s.  6d.,  although  the  dis- 
trict was  a  poor  one  and  in  some  parts  its 
property  miserable  and  even  squalid  in 
the  extreme.  In  Wapping  the  rates 
were  5s.  4d.  at  present,  and  they  were  to 
be  5s.  3^.  In  the  Minories  the  rates 
were  very  high,  68.  4d.,  and  under  this 
Bill  they  were  to  be  reduced  by  one- 
halfpenny  only — ^to  68.  3^d.  Could  it  be 
said  that  a  measure  containing  those 
anomalies  could  be  called  in  any  sense  a 
measure  for  the  equalisation  of  rates  ? 
These  results  might  be  gratifying  to  per- 
sons in  districts  with  large  docks, 
factories,  and  workshops  in  their  midst 
to  have  these  rates  fixed ;  but  that  was 
not  the  way  the  po<krer  people  would 
look  at  the  matter.  They  would  ask, 
"  Why  have  our  rates  been  left  so  high 
in  this  system  of  equaiisation  ?"  Take 
such  places  as  Islington,  Norton  Folgate, 
Whitechapel,  St.  Luke's,  Holborn,  Stoke 
Newington,  and  Shoreditch,  varyinfi^ 
very  muoh*-from  58.  to  6s.  Id. 
They  were  all  to  be  raised  or  lowered 
without  any  spectal  ronton  assigned.  Hol- 
born,  which  happened  to  be  rated  very 
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low  at  present,  os.  Id.,  was  to  be  raised 
by  a  small  sum,  though  it  contained  a  very 
poor  district  and  a  large  number  of  poor 
people,  the  amount  of  rating  being  rather 
increased  owing  to  low  rents  and 
other  circumstances.  Then  take  Stoke 
Newington,  a  parish  Ijin^  along- 
side  and  haying  identical  features 
with  those  of  North  Islington.  It  had  at 
present  a  higher  rate  than  North  Isling- 
ton— OS.  2dt  as  against  5s. — and  yet 
under  this  Bill  Islington  was  to  be  given 
3d.  and  Stoke  Newington  was  only  to  have 
l^d.  The  result  would  be  that  Islington 
would  stand  at  4b.  9d.  and  Stoke  New* 
ington  at  5s.  That  was  most  unreason- 
able. Such  anomalies  ought  not  to  exist, 
yet  this  Bill  was  supposed  to  equalise. 
The  rates  of  many  parishes,  such  as  St. 
Olave's  and  St.  Thomas's,  Southwark, 
Covent  Garden,  St.  Mary's-le-Strand, 
Kensington,  Hampstead,  &c.,  were 
higher  than  the  rates  in  Islington,  yet 
their  rates  were  to  be  raised  whilst  those 
of  Islington  were  to  be  lowered.  Why 
should  those  parishes,  where  the  rates 
were  already  higher  than  in  Isling- 
ton, be  still  further  increased  ?  Was 
that  fair  ?  Then  taking  the  poorer  end 
of  the  scale,  Plnmstead,  now  6s.  2d. 
would  become  os.  2d.  Camberwell,  now 
68.,  would  be 5s.  T^d. ;  Limehouse  5s.  lid. 
would  be  5b.  6^,  Those  parishes, 
though  poorer  than  Islington,  were  rated 
far  higher.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Islington  wished  to  have 
their  rates  reduced  at  the  expense  of 
poorer  districts,  but  of  course  if  Parlia- 
ment insisted  on  giving  £21,000  a  year 
to  Islington  they  would  be  glad  to  take 
the  money.  It  was  the  dnty  of  the 
House  to  consider  whether  a  Bill  which 
sanctioned  such  extraordinary  anomalies 
ought  not  to  be  revised.  If  measures 
were  taken  to  reduce  the  rates  perma- 
nently in  cert-ain  districts,  on  a  basis 
of  population,  he  feared  the  effect 
would  be  to  encourage  an  increase 
of  inhabitants  in  places  already  too 
densely  populated.  If  the  rates  were 
very  much  higher  in  one  of  two  con- 
tiguous districts  than  in  a  neighbouring 
parish  a  poor  man  in  search  of  a  shop  or 
lodging  would  naturally  go  to  the 
latter.  There  were  Islington  and  St. 
Pancras,  for  example.  The  rates  in  the 
former  place  under  this  Bill  would  be 
48.  9d.,  and  in  the  latter  5s.  dd.  He 
would  venture  to  ask  was  it  not  certain 


that  a  poor  man  would  elect  to  reside  in 
Islington,  where  the  rates  were  lower  ? 
Supposing  that  the  population  of  Isling- 
ton were  to  increase  largely  ;  supposing, 
for  the  sake  of  illustration,  that  it  should 
double  itself,  then,  instead  of  £21,000  a 
year  the  parish  would  get  a  very  much 
larger  sum,  probably  about  £80,000 
a  year,  for  the  denser  the  population 
of  a  district  became  the  more  would  they 
be  given  under  this  system.  It  must  be  re- 
cognised by  all  as  a  great  evil  that  density 
of  population  should  thus  be  encouraged. 
All  these  anomalies  would  aggravate 
themselves  as  time  went  on,  and  in  each 
district  would  become  greater,  and  the 
very  fact  of  giving  a  premium  to  those 
dense  districts  would  encourage  the  very 
evil  so  much  deplored.  It  was  not  de- 
sirable that  these  densely  populated  places 
should  become  still  more  thickly  inhabited, 
One  of  the  great  causes  of  difference  in  the 
rating  was  that  one  parish  was  poorer  than 
another  ;  but  there  were  other  things  that 
affected  the  rates,  such  as  bad  manage- 
ment of  one  area  as  compared  with  the 
good  management  of  another.  Islington 
has  been  referred  to,  and  the  reason  Is- 
lington had  a  lower  rate  as  compared  with 
other  districts  was  partly  because  it  had 
been  excellently  managed  for  many  years, 
being  properly  looked  a^er  by  the  Vestry. 
Then  as  to  the  loss  in  collection  the 
average  was  6*6,  but  there  were  some  of 
the  Metropolitan  districts  where  it  was 
as  low  as  1*8,  whilst  in  others  it  was  as 
high  as  15*8.  The  collection  of  the  rate 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  The 
most  eflScient  system  was  a  quarterly 
collection,  and  where  that  system  was 
adopted  the  loss  was  considerably  less 
than  where  the  collection  was  made  at 
longer  intervals.  He  need  not  refer  at 
any  length  to  the  question  of  efficiency, 
whether  efficiency  and  economy  would  be 
found  under  this  measure.  They  must 
remember  that  these  parishes  would  have 
the  handling  of  money  that  they  did  not 
feel  the  collection  of,  and  everyone  knew 
that  money  drawn  from  the  Treasury  or 
a  common  fund  was  not  watched  with 
that  jealousy  and  care  that  money  was 
that  was  drawn  from  the  ratepayers 
themselves,  and,  therefore,  there  was 
great  danger  that  these  subventions  in 
aid  led  to  extravagance  in  the  locality. 
The  danger  was  that  these  funds  that 
came  from  a  concealed  source  would  not 
be  felt  l>y  the  localities  for  some  time, 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ  iC 


851       Equalisation  of  Rates        {COMMONS} 


(London)  BUI. 


852 


and  haying  the  money  in  a  lump  sum  it 
would  look  as   if  thej   were  spending 
money  they  did  not  have  to  pay  for,  and 
before  long  the  6d.   rate   would    have 
become  a  Is.  rate.     He  did  not  object  to 
an  increase  of  these  rates  if  it  was  to  do 
the  good  work  of  the  district  that  was 
anticipated,  as  he  thought  they  got  more 
than  the  value  of  the  rate  by  having  an 
efficient  sanitary  system,  very  often  it  was 
an  absolute  economy,  even  for  the  very 
poor,  to  pay  rates  rather  than  run  the  risk 
of  ill-health  which  a  scarcity  of  rate  often 
involved.    The  conclusion  he  came  to  was 
that,  though  they  had  in  Islington  an 
enormous  bribe  given  by  this  Bill,  the 
Bill  did  not  give  equalisation  of  rates, 
and  did  not  do  what  they  were  all  striv- 
ing to  do — namely,  relieve  those  who 
ought  to  be  relieved,  and  put  an  extra 
burden  upon  those  who  might  well  be 
required  to  pay  a  little  more.      He  felt 
also  that  the  Bill  would  tend  to  increase 
the    density   of   the   population.     They 
had   the  case  before  their  eyes   of   the 
abolition  of  the  Coal  Dues.     At  the  time 
it  was  not  popular  to  oppose  the  abolition, 
but  at  the  present  they  were  all  agreed 
that  it  was  a  great  mistake    that  was 
made.     ["  No,  no  I "]     He  did  not  sup- 
pose the  hon.  Member  who  came  from 
the  Forest  of  Dean  desired  them,  as  he 
had  another  inter&t,  but  the  inhabitants 
of  London  did,  and  he  was  sure  that  if 
the  London   County  Council  could  get 
them  back  without  anyone  knowing  it 
they  would  get  them  very  soon.     It  was 
the  same  with  such  a  measure  as  this. 
For  the  moment  it  might  be  popular,  but 
it  would  be  found  to  work  injustice  and 
unfairness  upon  the  localities.     Before 
sitting  down  he  would  like  to  say  what 
his  own  view  of  the  matter  was.     He 
knew  that  some  hon.  Gentlemen  thought 
it  was  only  a  political  matter,  but  he  did 
say  that  this  measure  might  possibly  be 
altered    into   a    fairly    reasonable    one, 
and  one  way  he   could  see  to  do    that 
was  to  make  some  better  arrangement 
for  the  raising  of  this  fund.     This  extra 
sixpenny  rate  should  be  levied  on  those 
who  were  rated  at  the  higher  rate.     He 
should  not  object  to  that  if  he  had  all  the 
information  before  him,  but  they  had  not 
got  that  information.     As  he  had  said, 
he  had  tried  to  get  it,  and,  personally, 
he  should    not   object  to    what  was  a 
somewhat  differential  rate,  as  he  thought 
there  was  a  good    deal  to    be  said   of 
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some  such  rate  as  that  if  fairly  ad- 
justed and  properly  extended.  He  was 
quite  candid  about  that.  He  wanted  to 
relieve  the  smdU  struggling  ratepayer. 
To  his  mind,  no  man  paid  more  in  taxa- 
tion, both  local  and  Imperial,  than  the 
small  man  who  was  trying  to  push  him- 
self up.  This  Bill  relieved  a  few  in  some 
parts,  but  it  did  not  relieve  them  in  other 
parts,  and  if  a  small  tradesman  lived  in 
what  was  thought  to  be  a  fashionable 
district  he  had  a  greater  struggle  to  get 
on  than  those  who  lived  in  the  poorer 
parts,  and  sometimes  was  not  able  to  get 
on  at  all.  But,  as  he  had  said,  they  had 
not  the  necessary  information  beforo  them 
to  do  that.  Hon.  Members  opposite  knew 
he  did  not  think  much  of  the  County 
Council ;  but  he  would  infinitely  rather 
leave  the  adjustment  of  this  fund  to  the 
County  Council,  if  the  principle  in  which 
they  were  to  distribute  it  were  carefully 
defined  in  the  Bill,  than  to  the  haphazard 
system  proposed  in  the  Bill.  There 
would  be  objections,  but  he  thought  it 
possible  that  such  a  body  as  the  County 
Council,  which  would  work  in  the  light 
of  day,  would  carry  out  the  system 
fairly,  and  that  the  fund  worked  on  those 
lines  would  be  better  than  the  way  pro- 
posed by  the  Bill.  This  was  a  matter  in 
which  he  had  taken  great  interest.  The 
local  burdens  of  the  people  were  of  far 
more  importance  than  many  of  the  so- 
called  great  political  questions  which 
were  discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
find  he  had  always  made  it  his  study  to 
relieve  those  burdens  as  far  as  possible. 
Of  course,  the  advantages  of  civilisation 
must  be  paid  for,  but  the  payment  ought 
to  be  arranged  in  a  fair  way.  The 
burden  ought  to  be  adjusted  fairly  on  the 
shoulders  of  each  person.  He  believed 
that  this  was  an  opportunity  of  equalis- 
ing the  rates  in  a  fair  manner,  and  he  re- 
gretted very  much  that  the  Bill  was 
drafted  in  the  way  it  was. 

•Mr.  barrow  (Southwark,  Ber- 
mondsey)  said,  there  were  reasons  that 
might  justify  his  intervention  in  this 
Debate.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  his 
honour  and  satisfaction  to  move  the 
Resolution ;  in  the  second  place,  it  was 
seldom  he  intruded  on  the  House  ;  and, 
in  the  third  place,  his  own  constituents 
were  very  much  interested  in  this  ques- 
tion. He  had  been  listening  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Islington  for  the  major  part 
of  his  speech,  and  he  had  been  wonder- 
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ing  with  what  object  he  had  risen .  He 
must  confess  that  in  the  last  few  sentences 
thej  had  rather  a  novel  suggestion,  and 
he  thought  thej  might  dismiss  all  that 
went  before  as  simply  an  essay. 
He  was  interested  in  hearing  the 
arguments  of  the  Member  for  the 
City  of  London  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment. The  hoQ.  Member  adn^itted  that 
he  was  in  favour  of  the  equalisation  of 
rates,  bat  objected  to  this  Bill  because  he 
said  it  was  not  an  equalisation  of  rates. 
They  must  all  admit  that  there  was  qo 
reason  to  contend  longer  about  that,  as 
it  was  a  patent  fact ;  but  it  was  un- 
doubtedly an  eifort  in  the  direction  of 
equalisation,  and  if  they  could  not  get 
all  they  would  wish  they  would  be  much 
remiss  in  their  representative  character 
to  their  constituents  if  they  did  not  get 
as  much  as  they  could.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  London,  while  he 
honestly  admitted  he  was  favourable  to  the 
Bill,  objected  because  it  was  not  an  Equal- 
isation Bill,  and  called  it  a  counting  of 
noses  instead  of  a  consideration  of  needs. 
In  the  light  of  that  figure  of  speech  he 
wished  to  present  the  case  for  which  he 
was  claiming  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a  few  minutes.  The  district  of  Ber- 
mondsey  had  been  referred  to  frequently. 
A  Id.  in  the  £l  in  Bermondsey  repre- 
sented £1,750,  whilst  in  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  it  represented  £7,674. 
The  local  charges  for  Bermondsey,  in 
addition  to  the  general  charges,  amounted 
to  4s.  in  the  £1  ;  in  St.  George's,  Han- 
over Square,  they  came  to  Is.  3d.,  and  in 
St.  James's  they  came  to  Is.  Ojd.  If 
this  question  were  to  be  dealt  with 
according  to  local  needs,  he  wished  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  take  notice  of  the  facts. 
Under  the  Bill  Bermondsey  wonld  get  a 
rebate  of  something  like  £6,000,  which 
would  mean  3j^d.  in  the  £1  on  rates  at 
present  amounting  to  76.  3d.  in  the  £1., 
thus  reducing  the  rate  to  6s.  11^.  Did 
the  Member  for  the  City  of  London  con- 
sider that  this  was  still  a  case  of  need  ? 
Under  the  Bill  the  rate  in  St.  James's, 
Westminster,  would  be  increased  4d.  in 
the  £1,  And  that  parish  would  then  only 
be  paying  a  rate  of  4s.  4d.  in  the  £1, 
against  the  reduced  rate  of  6s.  ll^d.  in 
Bermondsey.  The  hon.  Member  for  Is- 
lington referred  to  Westminster,  and 
wanted  to  establish  another  anomaly,  as 
though  they  had  not  enough  to  deal  with. 

VOL.  XXVIL  [foueth  sbribs.] 


The  hon.  Member  said  that  around 
this  House  there  were  many  wealthy 
people,  and  there  was  a  proportion  of 
the  squalid  and  poor  population.  They 
would  grant  him  that  as  he  thought  it 
was  generally  the  fact  that  the  rich  and 
the  poor  went  together,  but  the  question 
was  one  of  proportion.  Supposing  West- 
minster were  to  exist  as  a  rich  district, 
without  any  squalor,  it  would  pay  less 
than  the  4s.  that  it  paid  to-day.  -What 
they  wonld  like  would  be  to  discriminate 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  poor  should 
be  entirely  relieved,  and,  perhaps  the 
hon.  Member  would  help  them  to  do 
that  in  Committee.  They  had  recently 
passed  the  principle  of  graduation  m 
regard  to  the  Death  Duties  on  the  basis 
that  the  rich  should  pay  at  a  higher  rate 
than  the  poor.  But  in  regard  to  local 
taxation  in  London  the  basis  seemed  to 
be  that  the  poorer  the  district  the  higher 
was  the  rate  of  taxation,  for  it  was  a 
fact  that  the  poorer  districts  of  London, 
which  were  really  the  industrial  districts, 
were  at  present  the  most  heavily  rated  of 
all.  As  long  as  things  remained  in  this 
state  they  were  not  likely  to  have  peace 
and  contentment.  The  large  leakage  of 
Is.  Id.  in  the  £1  in  Bermondsey  to  which 
reference  had  been  made  by  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  showed 
the  poverty  and  inability  of  the  tenants 
in  that  district  to  pay  their  rates  and 
rents,  and  a  man  who  left  his  rates  un- 
paid only  aggravated  the  condition  of 
his  neighbours.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Maryleboue  placed  the  Bill  under  discus- 
sion on  false  grounds.  He  said  it  was  a 
political  move,  but  that  had  been  abso- 
lutely answered  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Islington,  who  sat  on  the  same  side  of 
the  House  with  the  hon.  Member.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Islington  would  not 
have  this  as  a  political  movement  at  all, 
and  why  he  made  his  speech,  considering 
that  he  represented  the  most  favoured 
district  of  London,  he  (Mr.  Barrow) 
could  not  understand,  because  the  rates 
of  his  constituents  would  be  reduced  to 
4s.  9d.  in  the  £L  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman  the  Member  for  the  London 
University  (Sir  J.  Lubbock)  referred  to 
the  City  of  London  contributing  half-a- 
million  of  money  to  relief  objects  gene- 
rally. If  they  had  not  got  the  money 
they  could  not  contribute  it.  But  what 
remained  behind  ?    After  all  their  deeds 
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of  charity  they  were  taxed  at  only 
48.  lOd.  io  the  £l,  aad  that  repregented 
the  wealth  of  the  City  of  London.  A 
point  was  made  by  the  Meml>er  for  the 
City  that  a  proposal  to  tax  the  City  on 
a  night  population  was  very  unfair. 
["Hear,  hear  ! "]  Very  well ;  let  them 
examine  that  question.  He  could  not 
follow  the  hon.  Member^s  figures, 
but  he  made  a  statement  something  like 
this  :  that  there  were  about  37,000  night 
residents,  and  between  300,000  and 
400,000  persons  visited  the  city  during 
the  day,  and  he  therefore  claimed  a  relief 
per  head  on  the  day  population.  But 
these  people  did  not  live  there  except  in 
the  sense  that  they  went  there  to  labour 
and  went  back  to  Bermondsey  by  shoals 
to  rest  and  sleep.  These  people  in  Ber- 
mondsey, if  this  Bill  passed,  would  get 
the  relief  at  the  rate  of  3^d.  in  the  £1  ; 
but  if  the  view  of  the  hon.  Member  were 
carried  out,  they  would  get  it  twice. 
London  was  crowded  throughout  the  day 
by  those  who  lived  outside  and  who 
were  entitled  to  claim  some  relief  from 
their  heavy  taxation,  but  what  claim  had 
the  merchants  of  London  to  any  relief  of 
this  kind  ?  It  was  true  that  merchants 
did  not  sleep  in  London  ;  when  they  shut 
up  their  warehouses,  their  banks,  or 
their  offices  they  went  out  of  their  front 
doors  whilst  the  employes  went  out  at 
the  back  door,  but  let  the  House  mark 
that  those  who  went  out  at  the  back  door 
were  paying  7s.  in  the  £1,  whilst  those 
who  went  out  of  the  front  door  were 
paying  4s.  lOd.  What  was  wanted  was 
that  the  people  should  get  the  relief  in 
the  district  in  which  they  lived  and  paid 
their  rates.  That,  be  thought,  was  an 
answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Dulwioh 
(Sir  J.  Blundell  Maple),  who  inter- 
jected a  question  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman when  he  spoke  about  the  cost  of 
the  roads.  The  question  ought  to  have 
been  answered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  he  presumed  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  at  the  time  fully 
appreciate  its  importance.  The  hon. 
Member  wanted  to  know  whether  the 
difference  in  the  cost  of  roads  in  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square,  where  it 
was  £850  per  mile,  and  Bermondsey, 
where  it  was  £311  per  mile,  arose  from  the 
extra  width  of  the  roads  in  St.  George's. 
Sir  J.  BLUNDELL  MAPLE :  Whe^ 
ther  it  was  lineal  or  square  mile. 

Mr.  Barrow 


Mr.  barrow  said,  he  would  answer 
the  question ;  it  was  a  mile  in  length. 
St.  George's  had  these  fine  wide  roads 
which  cost  £850  per  mile,  at  a  charge  of 
4|d,  in  the  £1  on  the  rates,  whereas  the 
cost  of  the  roads  in  Bermondsey  was  a 
charge  on  their  resources  of  5|d.  in  the 
£1. 

Sir  J.  BLUNDELL  MAPLE  said, 
the  hon.  Member  did  not  nndefstand  on 
what  his  remarks  were  based.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  saying  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  extravagance  in  the 
making  of  roads  in  St.  George^s  as 
compared  with  the  East  End,  and  he  (Sir 
J.  Blundell  Maple)  pointed  out  that  the 
roads  being  so  much  wider  in  St.  George's 
there  was  not  that  extravagance  that 
was  supposed. 

*Mr.  barrow  said,  that  admitting 
that  St.  George's  could  have  better  roads 
at  a  less  cost,  he  thought  that  the  in- 
equalities of  rating  were  thoroughly 
established.  But  one  subject  not  yet 
touched  upon  was  the  principle  of  assess- 
ment. There  was  room  for  reformation 
there.  It  had  been  hinted  at  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  in  poor  dis- 
tricts it  was  necessary  for  the  valuers  to 
put  the  highest  possible  value  they  could 
on  the  property  so  as  not  to  make  the 
rating  conspicuously  high  or  higher  than 
other  districts.  They  ought  to  have  one 
common  rating  body,  one  body  who  would 
assess  the  property  in  common  for  a 
general  purpose.  He  was  glad  the  hon. 
Member  for  Islington  had  announced 
himself  as  a  friend  of  the  London 
County  Council  to  the  extent  of  advo- 
cating that  the  management  of  the  Bill 
should  be  placed  in  their  hands. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  :  I  did  not  say  that 
at  all.  I  said  another  scheme  ;  not  that 
in  this  Bill. 

•Mr.  barrow  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber did  suggest  such  a  theory  to  their 
mind.  He  hoped  they  should  see  one 
common  Governing  Body,  thoroughly 
equipped  with  all  the  machinery  neces- 
sary for  the  government  of  London,  and 
then  they  would  have  this  matter  ad- 
justed on  equitable  lines. 

Mr.  BANBURY  (CamberweU,  Peck- 
ham)  said,  the  hon.  Member  had  indicated 
that  he  could  not  understand  the  Member 
for  a  district  like  Islington,  which    re- 
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eeived  the  large&l  sum  under  this  BiU, 
opposing  thisiBilL     He  (Mr.  Banburj) 
was  in  the  same   position   as  the   hon. 
Member  for  Islington  (Mr.  Bartlej).  He 
represented  the  district  which  received 
tbe  second  lai^est  sum  under  the  Bill, 
and  he  was  going  to  oppose  it*     He  and 
his  hon.  Friend  did  not  regulate  their 
condoet  by  the  amount  of  the  money  they 
wore    going  to  receive,  but  by  asking 
tbemselyes  whether  a  Bill  Was  just  and 
fair  to  everybody  in  the  country.     The 
President  of  the  Local  Governnient  Board 
ia  introducing  this  measure  said  it  had 
been  lately  the  aim  and  desire  of  every- 
body that  London  should  be  treated  as  a 
whole,  aad  that  the  responsible  govern- 
ment of  London  should  be  spread  over 
the  inhabitants  in  London.      He  .quite 
agreed,  and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentlen^an 
had  said  the  expenses  of  the  Sai^iary 
Authorities  should  be  borne  by  a  ydentral 
authority,  a  rate  being   levied  ./bver  the 
whole  of  London,  by  which  ev/^rybody  in 
London  should  pay  the  expense  of  that 
central  authority,    he  shoujlU   have  con- 
sidered   the    right  hon   Gfentleman  had 
brought  in  a  good  Bill,  a^nd  one  which 
deserved  the   support  of  every  Member 
of  the    House.     They    jnad    at   present 
three  funds    which   had    that  object — 
oamely,  the   Police  Fu/fad,  the  Common 
Poor    Law     Fund,  ^nd     the     School 
Board    Fund.     Th$/Police   and   School 
Board     Funds     y^ere     both     managed 
by     one     centra*     authority,     and     the 
expenditure  of  /the  Poor  Law  Fund  was 
controlled  also /by  one  central  authority, 
the  chief  object,  he  supposed,  being  that 
those  people  A^rho  paid  the  money  should 
have  some  rf)ntrol  over  the  expenditure. 
It  could   not  be  denied  that  these  were 
three  very  J^ood  objects,  and  he  considered 
the   right/  hon.  Gentleman  should  have 
proceeded^  on  the  same  lines.     He  could 
not  al toother  approve  the  line  of  action 
of    the  r  London  County   Council,    but, 
after  alfi   they  had  created  the  County 
Councllkg   the  central  authority  of  Lon- 
don,  ati4    if,   as   he  contended,   it  was 
necessaH     that    everybody    in    London 
should  ^ar  a  fair  share  of  the  exipenses 
of  the  Silaitary  Authority,  why  was  not 
the  San^ary  Authority  to  be  entirely  in 
of  the  County  Council  with  a 
over  the  whoitt  of  the  Metro- 
^h  he  was  afraid  the  County 
be  rather  extravagant  if 


the  hand 
rate  levii 
polis  ?  Tj 
Council 


further  powers  were  put  into  their  handa, 
he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  put  tbe 
matter  on  that  basis  rather  than  that  the 
basis  of  population  should  be  taken. 
With  regard  to  the  City  of  London,  tbe 
hon.  Member  opposite  had  said  soiiiM- 
thing  as  to  the  merchants  going  out  |kt 
the  front  door  and  the  clerks  at  thebaek. 
He  did  not  think  that  was  very  $  propds 
to  the  question,  bjit  he  would,  just  ta^y 
that  he  had  been  for  a  good  many  years 
in  the  City  of  London,  and  he  had  never 
observed  any  such  custom.*  He  alwiays 
found  that  both  merchant^  and  clerks 
wenft  out  at  the  same  door.  The  Mem- 
ber for  Bermondsey  stated  that  if  the3Ul 
was  not  based  on  population  the  City 
people  would  be  relieved  twice  over, 
because  these  people  who  paid  rated :  in 
the  City  of  London  might  be  relieved, 
and  then  when  they  went  to  their  places 
of  residence  in  Bermondsey  they  would 
be  relieved  afterwards.  The  people  who 
lived  in  Bermondsey  were  those  employed 
by  the  people  who  paid  tbe  rates  in  the 
City  of  London.  The  merchants  paid 
the  rates,  which  were  added  tO'  in  the 
City,  and  when  they  went  to  the  place 
where  they  lived  they  found  the  rates 
were  added  to  these  also,  so  that  they 
paid  twice  over.  The  right  hou.  Gentle- 
man alluded  to  the  case  of  St.  Luke's, 
which  he  said  was  not  to  be  treated  witK 
great  consideration  because  at  one  ttme 
its  Local  Authorities  made  a  bad  debti 
But  if  the  population  ot  8t.  Luke^s  in- 
creased, the  right  hon.  Gentleman^s  argu- 
ment disappeared,  and  they  would  be 
benefited  notwithstanding  that  they  made 
a  bad  debt  some  years  ago.  Certain 
statements  had  been  made  as  to  the  effisct 
of  economy  in  this  matter.  He  thought 
it  must  be  admitted  by  everybody  that  if 
they  handed  over  money  to  certain  people 
with  authority  to  spend  it  and  they  had 
not  to  put  their  hands  into  their  own 
pockets  to  provide  this  money,  human 
nature  being  what  it  was^  in  all  pr<>ba- 
bility  they  would  not  encourage  economy 
but  extravagance.  In  the  district  of 
South  London  which  he  represented,  and 
in  the  neighbouring  district  of  Lambeth, 
there  was  no  doubt  a  very  high  rate  in 
the  £1.  There  had  been,  certainly  in 
Lambeth,  a  considerable  amount  of  ex- 
travagance* They  wanted  to  go  in  lor 
a  system  of  electric  lighting,  which,  lie 
believed,  they  had  now  given  up.  But 
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nnder  this  Bill  was  it  not  likely  thiey 
would  resuscitate  that  scheme,  and  the 
money   which   the     ratepayers    thought 
was  going  to  be  pnt  into  their  pockets 
wbuld  be  spent  in  providing  the  electric 
light,   and    things   of    that   sort?     The 
Veetry  would  say,  "  We  are  not  going 
to  increase  the  rates  of  the  people  in  the 
dtBtrict.     We  are   going  to  spend  the 
money  which  comes  from  somebody  who 
has  no  control  over  us.     We  will  spend 
it  on  some  of  the  numerous  fads  we  have 
taken  up,  and  the  people  cannot  complain, 
because   they  will   receive    the   benefit 
accruing  from  the  expenditure,  and  will 
have  nothing  further  to  pay."     It  was 
possible  that  the  people  of  Camberweil, 
if  the  Bill  passed  in  its  present  shape, 
might  find  their  streets  were  better  kept 
and    that    they    were    furnished    with 
electric    lighting,   but    they   would  not 
have  what  they  hoped  to  find  and  what 
they  most  desired — ^namely,  a  reduction 
in  the  rates  of  the  parish.     One  other 
point  which  ought  not  to  be  left  out  of 
consideration  was  the  effect  of  the  rate- 
able value.    In  St.  George^s,  Hanover 
Square,    a     rate    of    Id.    in     the    £1 
was   sufiicient   to    provide  the  sum   of 
£860    per  mile  for  roads,   whereas   in 
some   other    parish   a    rate  very  much 
higher   in   the  £1  would   only  provide 
a  much  smaller  sum.     That  was  because 
the  rateable  value  of  the  one  district  was 
very  much  higher  than  the  other,  and 
they  would    never  alter    that  rateable 
yalue  and  equalise  the  rates  unless  they 
established    one    central    administrative 
authority  over    the   whole    of   London 
which  was  enabled  to  levy  a  rate  over 
the  whole  of  London.     Assuming  that  a 
boundary  were  fixed  to   the  limits   of 
the  Metropolis,  he  believed  it  would  be 
better  from  this  point  of  view  that  all 
London  should  be  administered  by  one 
authority ;    but    of    course    that   would 
involve  the  destruction  of  all  local  muni- 
cipal life,  which,  he  had  always  under- 
stood, it  was  the  desire  of  the  Liberal 
Party  to  preserve.   On  the  other  hand,  if 
they  desired  to  carry  out  the  equalisation 
of  rates  and  to  make  every  district  pay 
exactly  the  same  amount  in  the  £1,  he 
could  not  see  how  it  was  to  be  done 
unless  all  local  administration  were  con- 
trolled by  one  central  authority.     The 
Bill  had  been  so  badly  drawn  that  he 
was  afraid  it  could  not  be  satisfactorily 

Mr,  Banbury 
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altered  in  Committee.  He  certainlj 
thought  that  suloh  an  equalisation  of 
Sanitary  Authorities  over  the  whole  of 
London  would  be  advantageous,  and 
ought  to  be  carried  out.  This  Bill,  how- 
ever, would  not  efibct  sneh  a  desirable 
change,  and,  unless  it  were  considerably- 
amended  in  Committee,  notwithstanding 
that  his  constituents  received  consider- 
able benefit  from  it,  he  should  be  obliged 
to  oppose  it,  because  in  the  long  fob  he 
believed  the  people  would  not  receive 
what  they  had  been  led  to  believe  they 
would  receive,  and  because  it  was  an 
unjust  and  inequitable  measure*  The 
President  of  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board  said  that  the  main  object  of  this 
Bill  was  to  make  the  City  of  London 
Npay.  That  seemed  to  him  a  most  extra- 
ordinary admission  to  come  from  the 
G^Vyemment  Bench.  It  appeared  to  be 
another  departure  into  Oriental  finance. 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAI^ 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Sh-  W. 
Foster,  D^erby,  Ilkeston) :  The  rfght 
hon.  Gentleman  said  nothing  of  the 
kind.  He  did  not  say  that  the  mam 
object  was  to  make  the  City  of  London 
pay. 

Several  hon j^  Members  :  He  did. 

Sir  W.  foster  :  In  a  jocular  mood 
he  referred  to  thai^  as  one  of  the  results 
of  the  Bill.  It  is  iH>t  right  in  my  right 
hon.  Friend's  absenc^i  to  accuse  him  of  a 
statement  he  did  not  i^ake. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  mentioned  that  he 
took  the  words  down  at  the  moment,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that 
this  was  the  very  object  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  liANBURY  said,  *)ie  asked  his 
hon.  Friend  to  take  down  tbe  words  at 
the  moment,  because  they  stiuck  him  as 
so  remarkable.  This,  ther^ore,  was 
another  departure  into  Orien^l  finance, 
worthy  of  the  headman  of  a -village  of 
Morocco,  who  looked  round  1  and  saw 
some  villagers  who  had  got  sckse  money 
and  thereupon  said,  '*We  wnt  some 
money  for  taxes,  let  us  have  yipurs/'  As 
far  as  he  was  aware,  no  |  House  of 
Commons  in  England  had  e^er  carried 
out  taxation  on  such  iv  principle*  The 
object  of  taxation  had  been  to  find  out 
hovf  a  tax  could  be  imposed  yhich  would 
not  press  unduly  upon  anymdy.  The 
question  of  the  night  population  appeared 
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to  be  verj  strong.    The  rateable  .value 
of  the  Citj  was  so  high,  not  from  the 
caretakers,  porters,  and  shop-boys  who 
formed  the  night  population  of  the  City, 
but  from  the  efforts  of  the  people  who 
during  the  day    occupied   their  places 
there,  spent  the  best  hours  of  their  lives 
there,  bnt  slept  elsewhere.     It  was  from 
their  labours  that  the  very  wealth  of  the 
City  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
going  to  tax  was  created,  and  yet  these 
were  the  very  people  who  would  be  ex- 
olnded  from  any  benefit  that  might  be 
conferred  by  the  measure.    Another  re- 
markable argument  was  based  upon  the 
case  of  North  and   South   Kensington. 
Because  the  rich  people  in  South  Ken- 
sington already  paid  for  the  poor  people 
in  North  Kensington,   therefore  it  was 
eaid  they  were  to  pay  still  more  for  the 
poor  people  in  some  other  place.     He  re- 
gretted that  the  Government,  having  the 
opportunity,  had  not  brought  in  a  Bill 
which  would  have  equalised  rates  in  a 
just  and   equitable  manner,   instead    of 
bringing  in  a  Bill  which  was  not  just 
and  which  did  not  equalise  the  rates. 

*Mr.    lough     said,    the     principle 

adopted   in   every   other  city  was   that 

every    £Vb  worth  of   property   should 

contribute  equally  towards  any  municipal 

taxes  of  the  city.     That  was  a  principle 

which   was   very  unequally   adopted  in 

London,   and    the    object   of   the    Bill 

was    to    secure    a   more   equal  system. 

This  proposal  of  equalisation  had  been 

adopted  to  a  certain  extent  in  London 

already,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Common 

Poor  Fund  and  the  School  Board  rate,  and 

so  far  all  parties  were  agreed  that  its 

operation  had  been  good.     He  believed 

Parliament  would  be  justified  in  going  a 

«tep  further  in  the  same  direction.     He 

represented  part  of  the  parish  of  Islington, 

to    which  so   much  allusion   had    been 

made.     His  hon.  Friend  on  the  other  side 

had  given  his  views  on  this  matter,  and 

nearly  every  speaker  appeared  to  admit 

there    was   something    anomalous    with 

regard   to  Islington.     If   the  principle 

^Mrere  examined   more  closely,  however, 

it  would  be  found  to  operate  with  perfect 

fairness  in  the  case  of  Islington,  whilst 

it  did  no  injustice  to  anybody.    The  true 

test  of  wealth  or  poverty  was  the  average 

rateab&e  value  per  head  of  the  popula- 


tion of  a  parish.  It  would  be  found 
that  every  parish  which  paid  under  this 
Bill  had  an  average  rateable  value  per 
head  of  £7  88.  or  upwards,  and  every 
parish  which  received  had  an  average 
rateable  value  under  that  figure.  If  it 
was  found  that  the  Bill  operated  in  the 
way  he  had  said  nobody  could  contend 
that  it  was  not  a  fair  Bill.  There  had 
been  a  little  contradiction  about  the 
amount  of  the  rate  in  Islington,  and  to 
put  the  matter  right  he  would  mention 
that  the  Vestry  of  that  parish  sent  a 
Petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  in 
which  they  stated  that  the  rates  had 

"  been  steadily  increasing  for  seven  years  from 
48.  Id.  in  the  £1  to  59.  6d.  in  the  £1,  and 
would  doubtless  be  much  higher  but  for  the 
fact  that  the  several  properties  in  the  parish 
are  assessed  at  their  full  value.  The  parish  is 
essentially  a  residential  one,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  population  consists  of  clerks,  artizans, 
and  labourers." 

They  thus  saw  that  in  Islington  the 
rates  had  been  steadily  rising  for  the 
last  eight  years  from  4s.  Id.  to  5s.  6d., 
which  was  the  amount  at  which  they 
stood  this  year.  If  the  Bill  had  passed 
last  year  the  rates  would  only  have  been 
OS.  3d.  It  was  admitted  that  the  parish 
of  Islington  was  well  and  economically 
managed,  and  the  reason  for  the  increase 
of  the  rates  was  because  the  Local 
Authorities  had  tried  to  give  their  in- 
habitants the  benefit  of  recent  sanitary 
legislation.  Ag&in,  it  was  said  that  be- 
cause Islington  under  the  Common  Poor 
Fund  had  to  pay  £12,000  a  year  the  Bill 
must  be  unfair  under  which  they  re- 
ceived £20,000.  Could  any  argument 
be  more  foolish  ?  This  showed  the 
absolute  fairness  of  the  measure.  Under 
one  priuciple  of  equalisation  Islington 
had  to  contribute  something,  and  surely 
under  the  next  system  it  was  fair  she 
should  receive  something.  The  principle 
of  the  last  Equalisation  Bill  was  that  a 
certain  allowance  should  be  made  to 
each  parish  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  indoor  paupers.  Islington  had  pre- 
ferred to  try  another  system,  to  a  large 
extent,  than  that  of  keeping  paupers  in 
the  workhouse,  and  the  parish  gave  a 
large  amount  of  outdoor  relief,  and  con- 
sequently got  a  small  sum  under  the  Bill 
to  which  he  referred.  That  was  an  im- 
portant matter  to  take  into  account.  He 
said  that  no  point    was  made   against 
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Islington,  and  no  point  was  made  against 
the  Bill.  The  hon.  Member  for  Maryle* 
bone  asked,  why  should  Marylebone  pay 
and  Islington  receire  ?  Marylebone 
must  pay  because  the  average  rateable 
value  per  head  of  the  population  in  Mary- 
lebone was  £10  138.  lOd.,  and  Islington 
must  receive  because  the  average  rate- 
able value  per  head  in  Islington  was 
£5  OS.  lOd. ;  and  so  all  these  puzzles 
which  had  been  put  by  hon.  Members 
opposite  would  be  easily  answered  if 
they  adopted  that  simple  principle.  He 
would  point  out  further  that  the  rate  in 
Islington,  if  the  Bill  passed,  would  be 
.5s.  dd.,  and  not  4s.  9d.,  as  stated  by  the 
hon.  Member  opposite,  and  os.  3d.  would 
be  the  average  rate  all  over  the  Metro- 
politan area  if  the  rates  were  equalised. 
What,  he  asked,  was  the  basis  on  which 
the  Bill  rested  ?  It  was  that  the  rate 
should  be  collected  on  property,  and  that 
it  should  be  distributed  according  to 
population.  Could  a  single  word  be  said 
against  that  principle  ?  What  was 
going  to  pay  rates  but  property,  and 
tehat  were  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  rates  would  be  wanted  but  the 
demands  of  an  abounding  population  ? 
The  hon.  Member  for  North  Islington, 
in  that  casual  way  in  which  he  usually 
addressed  the  House  at  great  length, 
mentioned  the  Minories  as  a  poor 
parish.  Why,  the  average  value  of 
property  per  head  of  the  population 
in  the  Minories  was  £27,  or  five  times 
as  much  as  it  was  in  Islington. 
The  hon.  Member  also  instanced  the  case 
of  Wapping.  The  average  value  per  head 
in  Wapping  was  £25,  as  against  £5 
in  Islington.  If  they  took  the  rule  he 
laid  down,  everyone  would  see  that  the 
Bill  was  perfectly  sound.  Were  not  the 
rates  at  present  levied  on  property  ?  He 
could  not  see  how  they  could  adopt  any 
other  way  of  raising  this  new  rate  except 
that  of  levying  it  equally  on  property 
wherever  it  might  be  found.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Marylebone  stated  that  the 
Bill — instead  of  being  an  honest  Bill  and 
a  perfectly  fair  Bill,  and  just  in  its 
application  to  every  parish  in  London — 
was  a  Bill  by  which  the  Government 
hoped  to  gerrymander  the  constitnencies. 
How  could  the  Government  achieve  that 
object  under  the  Bill  ?  In  the  City  a 
very  heavy  rate  was  levied,  and  the  City 
returned  Members  opposed  to  the  Govern  - 

Mr,  Lough 


ment.  In  Islington  a  large  amount  of 
money  was  paid,  and  Islington  returned 
three  Members  opposed  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Were  the  Government  going  to 
bribe  constituencies,  by  the  mode  of 
distributing  the  rate,  to  send  their 
supporters  to  the  House  of  Commons  ? 
But  the  Bill  distributed  the  rate  fairly 
and  equally  amongst  all  parishes,  and 
there  could  be  no  ground  for  such  a 
charge.  The  parishes  which  would 
receive  the  greatest  benefit  uiider  the  Bill 
sent  as  many  Conservative  as  Liberals  to 
the  House  ;  and  when  the  Division  came 
a  good  many  Conservatives  would  be 
found  in  the  Lobby  in  support  of  the 
Bill.  Every  speaker  against  the  Bill 
had  said  he  was  in  favour  of  its 
principle.  He  had  only  been  in  the 
House  about  two  years,  and  he  always 
found  that  when  a  measure  was  going 
to  be  opposed  in  the  hottest  way  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  said  they  were  in 
favour  of  its  principle.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  chief  distinction  between 
Conservatives  and  Liberals  was  not  really 
principle,  for  they  were  both  agreed  as 
to  principle,  but  the  difference  lay  in  this 
— ^that  the  Conservatives  were  not  will- 
ing to  put  their  principles  into  practice, 
while  the  Liberals  were.  He  ap- 
pealed to  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  who  represented  London  con- 
stituencies to  try  to  depart  on  this 
occasion  from  the  traditions  of 
their  Party,  and  to  give  the  Bill  a  fair 
consideration.  The  only  point  that  bad 
been  made  against  the  Bill  was  that  it 
would  diminish  local  control,  and  there- 
fore tend  to  extmvagance  in  the  localities. 
But  the  Bill  only  dealt  with  one-fourth 
of  the  rates  throughout  London.  There 
would  still  be  rates  levied  in  the  district 
to  the  amount  of  Is.  6d.  in  the  £1  on  the 
average — ^^in  some  cases  it  would  be  3s., 
and  in  others  Is.  in  the  £1 — and  he 
thought,  therefore,  that  the  disposition 
of  the  localities  to  keep  down  the  rates 
might  safely  be  trusted. 

•Mr.  WHITMORE  (Chelsea)  said,  the 
opponents  of  the  Bill  must  have  noticed 
with  some  satisfaction  the  admission 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ber- 
mondsey  that  this  was  not  in  reality  an 
equalisation  Bill.  The  hon.  Member  had 
said  that  this  was  merely  an  effort  in  that 
direction.     Well^  in  the  opinion  of  those 
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vfao  did  not  approve  of  tbe  meBsure^  it 
#88,  if  an  effort  Id  that  direction,  an  un-> 
sttooeBsfid  and  ineffective  effort.    Having 
listened  to  the  speeches  made  in   the 
coarse  of  the  evening  bj  the  sapport^s 
of  the  Bill,  he  must  saj  it  was  uoneoes* 
saiy  for  the  opponents  to  dwell    anj 
further  upon  the  fiscal  inequalities  which 
the  Bill  would  produce,  as  it  was  useless 
for  the  supporters  to  pretend  that   the 
fiscal  results  would  be  anything  like  a 
jost  equalisation  of  rates  throughout  the 
parishes  in  London.     That  was  perfectly 
ohviotts.     It  was  not  disputed  that  this 
Bill,    while    it    might    destroy    certain 
anomalies  and  inequalities,  would  produce 
others.     But  he  did  not  wish  to  dwell  on 
the  fiscal  operation  of  the  Bill.     He  had 
pat  down  upon  the  Paper  an  Amend- 
ment which  he  did  not  propose  to  move, 
because  he  thought  it  would,  perhaps,  be 
better  that  all  who  disliked  the  measure 
should  state  their  objections  on  a  direct 
native  to  the  Second  Reading.     At  the 
8une  time,  he  would  not  withdraw  any 
of  the  considerations  and  arguments  he 
bad  in  his  mind  when  he  put  the  Amend- 
ment on   the   Paper.      He  would   now 
state  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  real 
objections  to  the  Bill,  apart  from  the  fiscal 
obiection.     In  the  first  place,  he  did  not 
thtnk  it  couid  be  denied  that  the  Bill,  if 
it  came  into  law,  would  lead  to  extrava- 
gant and  inefficient  local  administration. 
How  could  they  expect  that  any  repre- 
sentative   Local    Authority    would    be 
careful  and  economical  in  its  local  ad- 
ministration when  it  did  not  matter  in 
the  least  whether  it  was  so  or  not?    Why 
shoald  a  Vestry,  which  was  going  to  have 
a  fixed  sum  allotted  to  it  by  the  capri- 
cious operation  of  the  Bill,  care  whether 
it  was  economical  or  extravagant — whe- 
ther it  simply  spent  the  ratepayers^  money 
on  what  was  absolutely  required  by  the 
necessities  of  the  locality,  or  whether  it 
spent  up   to  the  hilt   the   money  that 
would  be  doled  out  to  it  in  future  ?   The 
temptation  would  be  too   great  to  the 
best  body  of  administrators  in  the  world. 
They   would  not  be-  able  to.  resisi  the. 
temptation  >of  lavishing  money  on  works 
which  probably  were  not  required,  know- 
ing thatihe  money  would  not  come  out 
of  the  pockets  of /their-  constituents.   Did 
the  right Iionj Gentleman  whointroduoed 
the  Bill  Teidly  think  thht  it  wasAJudi- 
coas  tUi|ig>  toigfye  to  the  Lociil  Anthori^ 
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ties  in  London  or  any  other  great  town 
in  the  country  that  kind  of  capacity  for. 
reckless  and  extravagant  expenditure  ?^ 
He  should  have  thought  not.     Now  let, 
him  come  to  the  second  objection.  With- 
out doubt,  one  of  the  tendencies  of  the  • 
Bill  would  be  to  make  it  more  difficult 
for  poor  people  to  go  on  living  in  com-, 
paratively  rich  districts  of  London.     At 
the    present   time  it  was  still  possible 
for  poor  working  men  to  go  on  living 
near  their  work  in  Kensington,  in  West- 
minster, in   all   the   central   districts   of 
the  Metropolis.      Why  was  that  ?     For 
one  reason,  owing  to  tlie  light  assessment 
for  rates,  rents  were  comparatively  low, 
and  they  could  afford  to  pay  those  rates. 
It  was  convenient  for  those  poor  people 
to  live  near  their  work,  and  it  was  most 
important,      politically     and      socially, 
that    they   should   be    enabled    to  live 
in    the    central     parts    and    in     com- 
paratively   wealthy   districts.      He  did 
not    see    how    the     right    hon.    Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre)  could  doubt 
that  one  of  the  effects  of  the  Bill  would 
be  to  make  it  more  difficult  for  poor 
people  to  go  on  living  in  these  rich  and 
central  portions  of  London.     And  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  that  ?     He  would 
not  dwell  on  the  evil  so  clearly  pointed 
out  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Islington — 
that  it  would  lead   to  overcrowding  in 
already  congested  districts.     He  rather 
thought   the  hon.  Member  for  Battersea 
would  agree  with   him  when  he  asserted 
it  was  a  good  thing  there  should  not  be 
a  rigid  geographical  distinction  in  London 
between  rich  and  poor  quarters,  and  that 
in  the  central  districts  there  should  be  an 
intermixture  of  all  classes  of  society.   Ta 
drive  the  poor  to  the  suburbs  or  the  out- 
skirts of    the  Metropolis  would   be  to 
aggravate  the  present  social  difficulties 
with,  which  they  had  to  deal  in  London, 
and  which  they  would  ail  desire  not  to 
see  accentuated.      And  how   could  the  t 
President    of    the    Local    Government 
Board  and  those  who  supported  the  Bill 
doubt  that  that  would  be  the  result  more  ; 
.Qiiless  directly  ?  beyond  this,  he  wi^shed 
to  go  rather  on  the  lines  of  the  Amend- 
ment he  had  placed  upon  the  Pa>per.    It 
waa  impossible,  he  thought,  to.dteal  with 
this  very  difficult  ijuestion  except  as  a 
portion  of  the  reconstruction  of  the  whole  . 
system,  of  local  goverBi):ieat  in  London.  .. 
He  .wai$  afraid,  that  here  A^aiu  the  Go-    ^ 
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vernmeDt  were  attempting  to  deal  in  a 
very  piecemeal   fashion   with   the  local 
government  of  London.      He  certainly 
was  not  saying  this  in  any  Party  spirit, 
because  he  was  sure  it  was  too  much  the 
tendency  of  statesmen  of  both  Parties  to 
try  to  get  London  Bills  quickly  through 
Parliament.      Here,  again,  was  another 
attempt  to  raise  questions  which  ought 
to  be  dealt  with  calmly  and  deliberately  and 
not  in  a  perfunctory  and  casual  way.    The 
London  County  Council,  though  favour- 
able to  the  Bill,  in  a  miemorandum  prepared 
on  the  occasion  of  a  deputation  waiting 
upon  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  damned  the  Bill  by  its 
criticism,  and  had  declared  that  it  was 
^'  not  a  final  solution  of  the  question,  but 
an  endeavour  to  meet  provisionally  some 
of  the  hardships  caused  by  the  localities 
having  to  bear  the  whole  of  their  muni- 
cipal expenditure."     This  Memorandum 
also  declared — ^^  It  is  perfectly  true  that 
the  proper  basis   of    a   true   system  of 
equalisation  should  be  the  charge  for  the 
services  to  be  equalised,"  but  that  this 
could  not  be  arrived  at  "in  the  absence 
of  a  central  control,"  and  "  until  it  has 
been  determined  what  relation  the  District 
Council  shall  bear  to  the  County  Coun- 
cil."    He  appealed  to  the  House  whe- 
ther that  did  not  bear  out  his  contention 
that  they  could  not  touch  this  question 
of  the  equalisation  of  rates  without  rais- 
ing the  whole  question  of  local  govern- 
ment in  London,  and  that  it  was  a  waste 
of  time*  at  this  period  of  the  Session  to 
ask  the  House  to  discuss  the  provisions 
of  a  Bill  which,  in  the  opinion  of  those 
who  were  more  or  less  its  authors,  was 
but  a  provisional  measure,  and  not  in  any 
sense  final  ?     He  put  it  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  followers,  do  let  them, 
as  Londoners,  take  rather  a  larger  view 
of  this  question  than  they  were  apt  to  do. 
He  admitted  that  it  was  incumbent  upon 
those  of  them  who   criticised   the   Bill, 
and  thought  it  was  a  bad  one,  which  did 
not  carry  out  its  objects,  to  sketch   out 
their   views    of   the    extent    to    which 
equalisation  should  go  in  London.     For 
his  own  part,  as  regarded  sanitary  adminis- 
tration, he  thought  there  should  be  one 
uniform  rate  throughout  London.      He 
could  not  see  how  it  could  be  contended 
that  the   interests  of  the  wealthy  west 
were  different  in  that  matter  from  the  in- 
terests of  the  poor  east  and  south.     To 
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that  extent  they  should  regard  the 
whole  Metropolis  as  one  area.  But 
he  did  not  see  why  the  principle 
should  be  indefinitely  extended  to  subjects 
which  were  not  of  general  concern  to  the 
whole  of  the  population  of  the  Metro- 
polis. Matters  which  affected  the 
comfort  of  certain  districts  only, 
such  as  electric  lighting,  ought  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  view  of  the  local  ratepayers, 
and  the  expenses  should  be  borne  entirely 
by  them.  But  he  quite  agreed  that  in 
other  matters,  such  as  health,  there 
ought  to  be  one  common  fund  and  a 
central  authority,  but  that  central  autho- 
rity must  have  the  control  over  the  ex- 
penditure. He  could  not  understand  how  • 
any  democrat  in  the  House  could  support 
the  absolutely  casual  system  proposed  to 
be  set  up  by  the  Bill.  How,  for  instance, 
could  the  hon.  Member  for  Battersea 
think  it  right  that  a  Local  Authority 
should  have  money  coming  in  for  certain 
work  whether  it  was  necessary  that  that 
work  should  be  done  or  not  ?  The  hon. 
Member  must  know  that  it  would  be  a 
right  thing  for  some  central  authority  to 
have  a  check  and  control  in  the  matter. 
While  he  thought  that  in  most  matters 
the  District  Councils  or  the  Municipal 
Councils  of  the  future  should  have  the 
sole  control  of  the  expenditure,  he  ad- 
mitted that  there  were  other  matters  that 
must  be  dealt  with  by  a  central  authority 
and  paid  for  out  of  a  common  fund,  and  in 
respect  of  which  the  central  authority 
should  have  power  to  control  the  expen- 
diture. But  such  control  was  absent 
from  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  As  to 
the  general  London  question,  when 
the  Act  of  1888  was  before  the 
House  the  Unionist  Members  were 
very  modest.  Many  of  them  were 
newly  elected  and  had  had  very 
little  practical  experience  in  London 
local  administration,  and  the  Local  Go- 
vernment measure,  as  a  result,  had  passed 
without  much  thought.  And  he  doubted 
whether  they  quite  appreciated  how  this 
particiUar  Bill,  which  pretended  to  deal 
only  with  rating,  vitally  affected  the 
future  destinies  of  London  with 
regard  to  local  government.  They 
should  not  forget  that  they  might  be 
doing  things  now  which  would  bind  the 
future  government  of  London.  The  go- 
vernment of  London  was  such  an  im- 
portant problem  that  everyone  oaght  to 
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try  to  take  the  most  anxious  care  in  its 
treatment.      Tbey  should  remember  that 
in  voting  on  this  Bill  it  was  not  merely 
a  Bill  dealing   with   rates,  but  that  it 
touched  all  the  big  problems   as  .to  how 
this  great  population  of  nearly  5,000,000 
should  be  governed   in  the  future.      He 
was  afraid  that  if  the  Bill  were  passed  in 
its  present  shape  it  would   make  every- 
thing  like    decentralisation    impossible. 
At    any   rate,   it  went  dead  against  it. 
What  was  the  scheme  of  the  Local    Go* 
vemment  Act  of  1888,  to  which  all  parties 
were  assenting  in  theory  ?      It  was  that 
there  should  be  one.  popular  central  body 
in  the  county.     It  was  also  proposed  in 
the  Bill   that  there   should  be   District 
Councils  established,  popularly   elected, 
dignified  bodies  with  large  powers.  That 
portion  of  the  Bill  was  not  carried  out, 
although  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  were  in  favour  of  it.    In  1889  the 
right   hon.  Gentleman   the  Member  for 
Halifax  moved  an  Amendment   to    the 
Addrese  in  reply  to  the  Queen's  Speech 
on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  mention 
in  the  Speech  of  a  measure  for    District 
Councils,  not  only  in  the  counties  but  also 
in  London.     Every  Gladstonian  Member 
joined  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  that 
occasion  in  condemning  the  Government 
of  the  day  for  not  proceeding  with  that 
legislation.       They     argued     that    the 
system  of  Local  Government  in  London 
was    incomplete   without   these   trained 
bodies     of     skilled     administrators      in 
the  .  districts  —  dignified     bodies    that 
would  attract  to  themselves  all  that  was 
best  amongst  the  public  men  of  the  dis- 
trict. That  was  some  years  ago.  Nothing 
had  been   done,    but    the  argument  re- 
mained  good  ;  and  what  he  was  afraid 
of   was  this — ^that  by  this  Bill  the  in- 
terest in  the  increasing    growth  of  the 
responsibility   of    Local   Authorities    in 
London   would  diminish,  and  that  they 
would  be  condemned  to  inutility  and  be 
unattractive  to    men   of    position.     Let 
them    give    up    the    hypocritical    pre- 
tence df    being   in  favour  of  dignified 
Local  Authorities   if    they  passed    this 
Bill.    If  they  were  in  favour  of  those 
authorities  they  could  not  be  in  favour  of 
this  Bill.    If  carried  it  would  discourage 
efficient   local  administration,  and  even 
drive  oat  of  the  existing  local  bodies  the 
best  of  the  men  who  now  served  on  them. 
He  hoped  he  had  not  been  presumptuous 


in  what  he  had  said,  but  he  deeply  and 
honestly  fek  the  importance  of  every 
measure  such  as  this,  which  touched  the 
question  of  London  local  government. 
He,  at  any  rate,  would  oppose  the  Bill 
to  the  best  of  his  ability,  because  he 
thought  that  it  lightly  and  foolishly 
raised  questions  of  London  government 
which  it  made  no  attempt  to  settle,  and 
because  if  carried  it  would  prevent  any- 
thing like  a  satisfactory,  complete,  and 
logiciBd  measure  decentralising  the  ad« 
ministration  of  London  in  the  future. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal 
Green,  S.W.)  said,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  London  Univer- 
sity had  especially  referred  to  Bethnal 
Green  in  connection  with  the  question  of 
compounding.  He  would  ask,  Why  did 
the  practice  of  compounding  obtain  in 
that  parish  as  well  as  in  other  districts  ? 
The  answer  was  simply  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  collect  the  rates  directly. 
He  did  not  know  when  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  imbibed  the  heresy  of  Lord 
Salisbury,  who  desired  that  the  rates 
should  be  collected  directly  from  each 
householder,  but  they  did  know  that  the 
plan  had  been  tried.  The  experiment 
was  made  immediately  after  the  passing 
of  Mr.  Disraeli's  Reform  Bill  of  1867, 
and  it  proved  a  disastrous  failure.  The 
fact  was  that  the  commission  allowed  to 
owners  of  property  was  in  the  nature  of 
a  charge  for  rate  collection.  He  would 
not  at  that  moment  go  into  the  question 
whether  or  not  it  was  excessive  ;  if  it 
were,  by  all  means  let  it  be  adjusted,  but 
they  must  not  ignore  services  which  the 
compounder  rendered.  Let  them  not 
blame  a  poor  district  for  a  practice  which 
its  own  unfortunate  condition  necessarily 
imposed  upon  it.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Islington  had  used  an  argument  against  the 
Bill  which,  while  it  was  plausible,  was 
not  very  candid,  and  it  had  been  urged 
by  a  higher  authority,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  St.  George^s, 
Hanover  Square.  It  was  that  the  Bill 
would  add  to  the  rates  of  poor  per- 
sons living  in  rich  districts.  Now, 
that  was  an  objection  not  to  the  particular 
plan  proposed  by  the  Bill,  but  to  equalisa- 
tion altogether.  No  one  denied  that  poor 
people  lived  in  rich  districts.  The  rates 
would  certainly  be  raised  in  some  of 
those  districts,   such,  for    example,   as 
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that  of  8t.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  but 
he  denied  that  the  few  poor  ratepayers 
that  lived  in  those  fashionable  quarters 
would  have  just  cause  to  complain  that 
the  Bill,  while  conferring  a  benefit  on 
their  brethren  who  lived  in  Bethnal  Green 
for  instance,  would  have  the  effect  of  in- 
creasing their  own  rates.  The  rates  now 
paiid  by  them  were  considerably  below  the 
average  ;  equalisation  would  necessitate 
raising  thein,  but  the  poorer  residents  in 
St.  George's  had  no  greater  claim  on 
their  sympathy  than  had  the  poor  rate^ 
payers  of  Bethnal  Green.  He  thought 
that  that  fact  was  an  argument  that 
could  be  used  in  favour  of  the  principle 
of  gradation  being  applied  to  rates,  and 
he  was  surprised  that  the  Member  for 
North  Islington,  who  had  made  the  sug* 
gestion  that  gradation  could  be  well  ap- 
plied in  the  present  instance,  did  not  sup- 
port that  principle  in  relation  to  the 
Finance  Bill.  He  supposed  the  bon. 
Member  put  the  suggestion  forward  in 
good  faith. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  :  I  did,  and  I  also  ex- 
plained that  the  reason  I  did  not  dilate 
upon  it  at  greater  length  was  that  I  bad 
not  with  me  the  particulars  I  wished  to 
quote  in  support  of  it.  I  also  said  I 
would  support  any  reasonable  proposal  of 
that  sort. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  :  Then  why  did 
not  the  hon.  Member  support  the 
principle  in  regard  to  the  Finance  Bill? 

Mr.BASTLEY:  I  did. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  said,  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  St,  George's,  who 
adopted  the  same  argument,  certainly 
was  not  in  favour  of  the  principle 
of  gradation,  and  the  objection  in  his 
case  would  apply  to  any  scheme  of 
equalisation  which  could  be  produced. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Peokham  said  that 
all  sanitary  purposes  should  be  under  the 
direct  control  of.  |i  Central  Authority. 
Had  the  hon.  Member  considered  how 
far  that  would  carry  them  ?  .  '^He  would 
find,  when  he  came  to  subtract  from  the 
present  functione  discharged  by  Local 
Authorities  all  which  had  any  eounectioc 
with  sanitary  measures,  the  work  left  to 
be  done  by  the  Local  Authorities  Vf^ould 
be  very  small  indeed.'  Therefore,  the 
hon.  Member^s  iargument  was  one  in 
favour  of  centralisation,  and  centraliMu- 
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tton  in  exeesB.  The  bon.  Member  for 
Marylebooe  had  assured  the  House  that 
i a  some  distriots  the  Bill  would  give  rise 
to  the  greatest  dissatisfaction.  No  doubt 
that  would  be  the  case  in  the  City  and 
in  the  district  fA  St.  Geoi^'s,  because  it 
was  a  common  experience  that  people 
who,  up  to  the  present,  had  not  contri- 
buted their  fair  share  did  not  receive 
with  any  too  much  •  favour  a  measure 
that  would  compel  them  in  future  to  do 
so.  The  hon.  Member  staged  that  the 
proper  test  for  estimating  what  propor- 
tion of  the  central  gvant  should  be 
applied  to  each  particular  district  was 
not  the  basis  of  population  as  proposed 
by  the  Bill,  but  a  comparison  of  the 
number  of  indoor  poor  in  the  different 
Unions  respectively.  That,  he  submitted, 
would  not  be  a  safe  test  to  apply  at  all. 
He  noted  particularly  that  the  hon. 
Member,  when  he  made  tbat  statement, 
did  not  apply  it  to  the  City  of  London. 
If  he  had  done  so  the  result  would  have 
been  that  the  City  would  have  come  out 
as  the  poorest  of  all.  Of  course,  a  prin*- 
ciple  which  landed  them  in  such  a 
reductio  ad  absurdum  could  not  be  enter- 
I  tained  for  one  moment.  The  proposed 
basis  upon  which  the  calculation  was  to 
be  made  might  be  open  to  comment,  but 
he  ventured  to  say  that  far  more 
grotesque  and  anomalous  absurdities 
would  arise  under  any  of  the  other 
methods  that  had  been  proposed. 
Throughout  the  Debate  he  had  been  in- 
terested to  note  how  curiously  it  followed 
the  line  of  arguments  adopted  by  hon. 
Members  when  the  Metropolitan  Relief 
Acts  of  1867  and  1870  were  being  dis- 
cussed. Even  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  practically  based  his  whole  case 
on  quotations  from  speeches  delivered  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  St.  George's  on  that  occasion,  and 
the  objections  to  the  present  Bill  ran  on 
precisely  parallel  Hues  with  those  raised 
in  1867  and  1870.  One  of  the  objections 
taken  weis  that  it  would  lead  to  extrava*- 
gance  on  the  part  of  the  Local  Authori** 
ties.  He  did  not  belie  vie  it  would.  They 
had  the  same  safeguani  against  |;hat  as 
was  provided  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle*- 
man  the  Member  for  StJ  George*s  in  his 
Bill  in  1870,  when  he  said  he  proposed 
to  place  the  cluurges  for  indoov  pauperism 
on  the  common  iumd,  lesdalnaargin  which  1 
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would  act  as  a  stimuins  to  the  Giiardians 
in  the  directtoa  of  economte  adoiiDistra- 
tioD.     He  matntaiued  tliat  the  objection 
brought  forward  by  the  hoo.  M^nberfor 
Chelsea  that  a  fair-  margin  for  necessary 
local  expenditure  had  not  been  allowed 
for  was  unfounded.     Complaint  had  been 
made   that    only  £850,000   was   to   be 
raised  under  the  Bill,  whereas  the  total 
expenditure  in  London  on  sanitation  was 
at  least  £1,250,000.     But  let  them  look 
at  the  matter  in  detail.     The  highest 
grant  under  the  Bill  was  8^d.,  whereas 
the  lowest    lighting  and   general   rate, 
which  practically  represented  the   pur- 
poses on  which  the  grant  was  to  be  ex- 
pended, was  llfd.     Islington  would  re- 
ceive under  the  Bill  £21,000,  and  an  hon. 
Member  asked  what  in  the  world  it  could 
do  with  the  money,  without  launching 
into  extravagant  expenditure.     But  the 
£21,000  was  only  equivalent  to  a  three- 
penny    rate,    and     inasmuch     as     the 
lighting  and  general  rate  was  Is.  dd.  in 
the     £1,     there     was     a    most    ample 
margin  for  necessary  local  expenditure. 
Again,  it  had  been  urged  that  the  Bill 
provided  no  check  or   control  over  the 
Local    Authority,    but    the  right    hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  St.  George's 
had    forgotten    the    provisions    of    the 
Public   Health  Act,  1891,   which  gave 
power  to  the  Central  Authority  to  see  that 
necessary  work  was  carried  out,  and  in 
the  event  of  the  Local  Authority  failing 
to  do  what  was  required  authorised  the 
Central  Authority  not  only  to   have  the 
work  done,  but  to  recover  the  jost  of  the 
same  from  the  Local  Authority.     The 
hon.   Member  for   North  Islington  had 
suggested  that  some  »uch  powers  should 
be  conferred   on    the    Loudon    County 
Council    in    this    case  ;  and  while    he 
sympathised  with  the  suggestion  he  con- 
fessed he  was  surprised  to  hear  it  from 
one   who   had   hitherto   so   consistently 
opposed  the  Loudon  County  Council  and 
all   its  works.     At    any   rate,  the   Bill 
might  be  modelled  on  the  same  lines  as 
the  Metropolitan  Common    Poor   Fnnd 
Act  of  1870,  which  provided  that  a  Board 
of  Guardians  which  failed  to  perform  its 
duty     in     certain      respects    might    be 
punished  by  the  loss  of  its  grant  from  the 
Common  Poor  F'und.     Speaking  for. him- 
self, he  tnight  say  he  would  be  willing 
that  a  clause  should  be  inserted  in  the 
KU  providing  that  a  Sanitary  Authority 


in  de&ult  within  the  meaning  of  the 
PubMo  Health  Act,  1891,  might  be 
mulcted  in  the  whole  or  in  part  of  the 
grant  to  which  it  might  be  entitled.  The 
urgent  necessity  of  the  case  now  with 
regard  to  sanitary  administration  was 
similar  to  that  which  Mr.  Gathorne- 
Hardy  in  1867  and  the  piglet  hon^  Mem- 
ber for  St.-  George's,  Hanover  Square,  in 
1870  had  to  face  with  regard  to  Poor 
Law  Administration.  In  1867  and  in 
1870  it  was  imperative  to  raise  the  stan- 
dard of  Poor  Law  Administration  ;  now 
it  was  imperative  to  raise  the  standard  of 
sanitary  Miministration,  and  the  condition 
precedent  was  to  give  financial  relief  to 
the  overburdened  districts  of  London. 
The  general  health  of  London  was  the 
common  interest  of  the  community,  for 
although  epidemics  were  most  likely  to 
crop  up  in  the  squalid  and  overcrowded 
districts,  everyone  knew  that  the  mis- 
chief did  not  stop  there,  and  it  was^ 
therefore,  the  interest  of  every  citizen 
that  Loudon  should  be  made  healthy. 
That  was  the  prhiciple  of  the  Bill.  He 
trusted  that  the  effect  of  this  Bill  on  the 
sanitary  administration  of  Londou  would 
be  as  immediate  and  as  beneficent  as  was 
the  effect  of  the  Acts  of  1867  and  1870 
on  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law« 
and  for  one  of  which  the  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  was  responsible.  He 
therefore  appealed  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman by  the  experience  gained  from 
the  working  of  that  great  Act,  which 
refiected  so  much  credit  and  honour  on 
him,  not  to  recede  from  the  principles 
which  he  put  before  the  House  in  1870^ 
but  to  give  a  candid  and  loyal  support  to 
the  Bill  of  the  Government. 

Mh.  W.  F.  D.  SMITH  (Strand,We8t- 
minster)  said,  that  as  this  Bill  very  largely 
affected  his  constituency,  he  wished  to 
explain  his  position  in  regard  to  it.  The 
principle  of  equalisation  had  been  and 
was  recognised  at  the  present  day.  He 
did  not  consider  himself  bound,  liow- 
ever,  to  vote  for  a  Bill  embodying 
that  principle  which  by  its  methods 
caused  great  unfairness  to  many  parishes 
in  London.  As  far  as  the  sanitary  rate 
was  concerned,  he  should  be  inclined  to 
agree  with  the  last  speaker ;  bnt  this 
Bill  contained  an  extension  of  the  prin- 
ciple, and,  in  his  opinion,  increased  the 
anomalies  which  already  existed,  while- 
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it  created  fresh  anomalies.  The  liglitin^ 
aod  paving  of  streets  did  not  come  within 
the  same  category,  and  the  constituency 
which  he  represented  incnrred  very  heavy 
expenditure!  in  those  departments  of 
local  administration.  The  average  rate 
per  head  in  the  Strand  district  was  £13 
a  year,  and  property  on  the  whole  was 
assessed  exceedingly  high.  The  popu- 
lation in  the  Strand  district  was  very 
much  in  the  same  position  as  in  the  City 
of  London — that  was  to  say,  there  was 
a  large  day  population  and  a  compara- 
tively small  night  population.  But  the  ex- 
penses for  sanitation,  paving,  and  lighting 
were  incurred  as  much  in  the  interests  of 
the  day  population  as  of  the  night  popu- 
lation. The  rate  of  the  Strand  District 
Board  was  4d.  or  4^d.  higher  than  the 
rate  of  Islington.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  poor  districts  of  the  Metropolis  could 
be  judged  by  their  population,  because 
rates  in  the  poorer  districts  of  London 
were  paid  to  a  large  extent  by  the  land- 
lords and  not  by  the  occupiers.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  London  had  told  them 
that  there  were  200,000  tenements  the 
owners  of  which  compounded  for  their 
rates.  No  doubt,  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bethnal  Green  had  said,  it  was  a 
very  convenient  practice ;  but  it  was 
a  curious  fact  that  in  the  districts 
in  which  the  power  was  not  ex- 
ercised the  leakage  of  rates  had 
been  very  much  smaller.  He  must 
allude  to  one  or  two  instances  in 
respect  of  the  way  in  which  the  Bill 
affected  the  Strand.  The  rate  was 
6s.  6^d.,  and  there  was  a  payment  of 
£8,914  to  the  Equalisation  Fund,  and  in 
the  Strand  there  was  the  parish  of  St. 
Clement  Dane,  which  paid  £3,417  to  the 
Equalisation  Fund.  The  average  rate  of 
the  Strand  Board  would  be  raised  to 
5s.  lOd.  under  the  Bill — a  rate  which 
was,  at  the  least,  4d.  higher  than 
that  which  had  that  night  been  mentioned 
in  regard  to  Islington.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Strand  Board  had  to  incur  large 
expenses  for  lighting  and  paving.  He 
thought  he  should  be  able  to  show  that 
those  parishes  which  most  needed  relief 
would  get  no  relief  under  this  Bill.  He 
had  gone  into  the  figures  to  some  extent, 
and  he  found  there  were,  under  the 
measure,  10  parishes  which  received 
more  than  a  half  of  the  whole  Equalisa- 
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I  tion  Fund.  It  might  be  supposed  that 
these  parishes  were  those  that  most 
wanted  help,  but  it  was  a  curious  thing 
that  these  10  parishes  had  a  rate  below 
the  average  rate  of  London.  With  an 
average  rate  of  5s.  8d.  they  would  re- 
ceive £122,000,  while  26  parishes,  with 
an  ayerage  rate  of  6b.  6^d.,  would  only 

I  receive  £  1 0 1 ,000.  He  did  not  think  that 
there  would  be  any  check  on  the  expen- 
diture of  the  money  put  to  the  credit  of 
each  parish.  These  aids  would  have 
very  small  effect  upon  the  rates,  which 
would  remain  much  as  they  were,  the 
money  being  spent  on  what  was  not  ab- 
solutely necessary.  The  constituency 
which  he  represented  had  not  been 
treated  fairly.  It  had  a  rate  as  high  as 
many  of  the  parishes  receiving  help 
under  the  Bill,  and  it  would  have  a  rate 
equal  to  the  average.  He  objected  to 
the  population  basis,  because  it  did  not 
in  all  cases  give  a  fair  idea  of  the  poverty 
or  richness  of  the  various  parishes.  Many 
anomalies  would  remain  under  the  Bill, 
and  other  new  ones  would  be  created. 
Those  parishes  which  most  required  help 
would  not  receive  it.  The  Bill  did  not 
carry  out  the  object  for  which  it  was 
designed,  and  it  would  not  promote  the 
cause  of  Local  Government. 

Mr.  BENN  said,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  said  that  those 
parishes  which  most  required  it  did  not 
receive  any  help  under  this  Bill.  He 
'  had  made  a  list  on  the  one  side  of  all  the 
paying  parishes  under  the  Bill,  and  on 
the  other  side  of  all  the  receiving 
parishes.  The  average  rate  of  the  paying 
parishes  was  5s.  6d.  in  the  £1,  and  of 
the  receiving  parishes  6s.  3d.  in  the 
£1.  In  the  face  of  those  figures  he 
could  not  understand  the  contention  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Strand  that 
the  parishes  most  needing  help  would  not 
get  it. 

Mr.  W.  long  :  Is  the  hon.  Gentleman 
quoting   from    his   own  figures  or  from 
I  some  Return  ? 

!      Mr.  BENN  :  These  figures  are  easily 
I  arrived  at.     I  have  taken  the  14  paying 
parishes  and  the   22  receiving  parishes 
I  and  struck  the  average  of  their  rates. 

j  Mr.  W.  F.  D.  SMITH  :  I  do  not 
I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  understands 
I  my  contention.     What  I  mean  is  that  of 
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the  parishes  which  get  help  those  which 
are  least  highly  rated  receive  the  most, 
and  those  which  are  most  highly  rated 
receive  the  least. 

Mr.  BENN  said,  that  that  was  no 
attack  on  the  Bill  ;  because  it  was  per- 
fectly clear  that  the  Bill  at  least  ap- 
proached equalisation.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Chelsea  had  quoted  from  a 
document  issued  by  the  London  County 
Council.  He  refrained,  however,  from 
quoting  one  important  observation,  which 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  objections 
stated  to  the  Bill  would  apply  to  any 
system  of  equalisation  which  could  be 
devised,  and  that  the  needs  of  a  locality 
were  roughly  proportionate  to  its  residen- 
tial population.  He  took  the  four  dis- 
tricts which  would  pay  most  under  the 
Bill — St.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  St. 
James's,  Westminster,  Marylebone,  and 
the  City ;  and  he  found  that  between 
1881  and  1891  these  districts  bad  pushed 
out  40,000  of  their  population.  That 
meant  that  these  highly-favoured  dis- 
tricts had  succeeded  in  getting  rid  of 
their  slums,  and  now  they  declined  to 
pay  for  the  convenience. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  give  the  numbers  for  each 
district  ? 

Mr.  BENN  :  Yes.  In  the  constitu- 
ency of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square — there  have 
been  pushed  out  11,000  in  10  years ;  St. 
James's,  Westminster,  5,000;  Maryle- 
bone, 12,000;  and  the  City,  13,000. 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  continuing,  said  he 
thought  it  likely  that  something  would 
be  said  in  the  course  of  the  Debate  about 
the  unfairness  done  to  the  City  by  merely 
regarding  its  night  population.  He  had, 
therefore,  gone  to  the  electoral  register 
of  the  first  11  wards  in  the  City  and 
traced  the  double  addresses  of  those  who 
lived  outside  the  City.  Out  of  2,000 
electors  only  170  were  found  to  reside  in 
the  City.  What,  then,  became  of  the 
rest  ?  Of  the  rest,  no  less  than  two- 
thirds  lived  in  the  County  of  London, 
and  in  parishes  which  would  get  relief 
under  the  Bill.  He  thought  that  was  a 
significant  fact,  and  one  that  deprived 
the  City  of  a  great  deal  of  its  grievance. 
Again,  in  one  parish  of  the  Strand  dis- 
trict, out  of  69  persons  living  outside 
the  parish  46  resided  in  parishes  which 


would  get  relief  under  the  Bill.  The 
attack  on  the  Bill  had  been  mainly 
founded  on  its  anomalies  ;  but  he  had 
listeued  in  vain  for  the  details  of  any 
scheme  which  was  more  free  from  ano- 
malies. There  was  the  alternative  of 
taking  the  actual  expenditure  as  a  basis. 
But  by  that  scheme  the  same  parishes 
which  received  under  the  Bill  would  only 
receive  more,  and  the  paying  parishes 
would  consequently  pay  more.  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square,  for  instance, 
would  then  pay  9^.  in  the  £1  instead  of 
4d.  There  was  another  suggestion  which 
had  fallen  from  some  speaker,  which  was 
that  the  money  shoukl  be  divided  accord- 
ing to  services  rendered.  Under  the 
four  heads  mentioned  in  the  Bill — ^sanita- 
tion, paving,  lighting,  and  roads — he 
found  that  the  paying  parishes  spent  14s. 
per  head  of  the  population  per  annum, 
and  the  receiving  parishes  only  5$. 
Therefore,  those  parishes  that  now  spent 
14s.  on  sanitation  would  have  to  assist 
those  poorer  districts  which  could  only 
afford  to  spend  5s.  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER :  Is  the  hon. 
Member  now  referring  to  works  done  for 
the  public  good,  or  to  all  classes  of  work  ? 

Mr.  BENN  said,  his  refereace  was  to 
the  objects  mentioned  in  the  Act.  Those 
hon.  Members  who  sat  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  House  were  very  justly  proud 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  but  it  was 
only  a  mockery  of  the  poorer  districts  of 
the  Metropolis  to  send  such  an  Act  down 
to  them  without  providing  the  funds  for 
carrying  out  its  provisions.  As  he  be- 
lieved that  this  Bill  would  coufer  a  great 
boon  upon  the  poorer  districts  of  the 
Metropolis,  he  should  give  it  bis  cordial 
support. 

•Sir  J.  GOLDSMID  said,  he  wished 
to  refer  to  some  of  the  observations  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
moved  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
devoted  most  of  his  argument  to  proving 
the  desirability  of  the  equalisation  of 
rates  in  the  Metropolis,  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  apparently  altogether 
forgotten  the  unanimous  Resolution  of  the 
House  that  had  been  passed  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
have  given  the  House  more  information 
than  he  had  done  upon  two  or  three 
other    points.     The    new    fund,    which 
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was  to  be  called  the  EquaHsation  Fuod, 
was  to    be    raised    by    a    levy   of    6d. 
in   the  £1   upon  the  rateable   yalne  of 
the  Metropolis,  and  it  was  to  be  distri- 
buted according  to  the  population  of  the 
various   Metropolitan   districts.      There 
could  not  be  a  more  fallacious  test  of  the 
wealth  or  the  poverty  of  a  district  than 
that  of  population.     Many  of  the  richest 
cities  in  America,  in  France,  and  in  Oer- 
many  were  also  the  most  populous,  whilst 
the  smaller  towns  were  often  the  poorest. 
It  was  the  same  thing  ia  different  parts 
of  London.      The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  not  informed  the  House  why  he  had 
been  led  to  abandon  all  forms  of  distri- 
bution  other    than    those    based    upon 
population.     In  no  case  ought  the  money 
to   be  distributed   without    the    central 
authority  retaining  some  control  over  the 
expenditure.    Under  the  Bill  the  moment 
the  money  was    distributed  the  control 
over  the  expenditure  passed  entirely  into 
the  hands  of  the  Local  Authority.     He 
did  not  think  that  the  hon.  Member  who 
had  just  spoken  had  in  any  way  replied  to 
the  arguments  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Strand  Division.      True,  they  had  heard 
some  figures,  but  they  did  not  appear  to 
him    to    have  anything  to  do  with  the 
argument  advanced  by  the  hon.  Member. 
What  had  been  done  already  in  the  way 
of  equalisation  ?     The   County   Council 
was  supported  by  means  of  a  Metropo- 
litan rate  ;  so  were  the  School  Board  and 
the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board,  while 
a  portion  of  the  poor  rate  was  a  common 
rate,  the  total  amount  of  the   equalised 
rates  being  3s.  3d.  in  the  £1.    He  was  in 
favour  of  further  equalisation,  especially 
for  sanitary  purposes,  but  he  should  like 
to   have  it  clearly   laid  down    that   the 
money  would  be  spent  for  sanitary  pur- 
poses only.   He  objected  to  the  method  of 
distribution  proposed  by  the  Government. 
It  was  proposed  that  the  grant  was  to  be 
used, first,  for  sanitary  purposes;  secondly, 
for  lighting,  and  that  the  balance,  if  any, 
was  to  be  devoted   to   scavenging.     He 
supposed  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knew  that  there  would  be  ro  balance. 
With  regard  to  the  first  purpose  proposed, 
he  thonght  everybody  was  agreed  about 
it,  but  to    the    second   he    had   a   very 
strong  objection.     In  St.  Pancras  a  great 
deal    of    money     had    been    spent    on 
electric    lighting.     Why    in   the   world 
other  parishes  should  contribute  towards 
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this  expenditure  he  could  not  conceive. 
If  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Pancras  wanted 
the  electric  light  there  was  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  have  it,  but  he  did 
not  see  why  any  other  parish  should  con- 
tribute towards  the  cost.  He  did  not 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
be  doing  fairly  by  those  who  would  re- 
ceive, any  more  than  by  those  who  would 
pay  under  this  Bill,  if  he  did  not  establish 
some  control  over  the  methods  of  ex,- 
penditure.  Personally,  he  would  not 
object  to  a  larger  contribution  than  was 
proposed  being  made  by  the  richer 
parishes,  provided  that  the  money  was 
properly  controlled.  The  principle  of 
equalisation  had  been  adopted  practically 
unanimously  by  the  House,  but  he  could 
not  agree  that  the  test  of  population  was 
the  right  test  by  which  the  distribution 
of  the  money  was  to  be  governed,  nor 
could  he  approve  of  the  details  of  the 
Bill. 

•Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.)  said,  he 
did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill.  He  supposed  he  ought  to 
apologise  for  his  attitude  to  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Boulnois),  who  had  expressed 
bis  surprise  that  anybody  on  that  (the 
Opposition)  side  of  the  House  should  be 
willing  to  support  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill.  He  knew  his  hon.  Friend  so 
well,  that  he  was  sure  he  would  not  mind 
if  he  (Mr.  Cohen)  returned  the  compli- 
ment, and  said  he  was  not  at  all  surprised 
to  find  a  Member  who,  like  his  hon. 
Friend,  represented  a  parish  that  was 
called  upon  to  contribute  to  this  fund, 
opposing  the  Secopd  Reading.  In  the 
Debate  of  last  year,  he  (Mr.  Cohen)  said, 
and  he  still* -thought,  that  the  principle  of 
the  equalisation  of  rates  was  a  right  and 
a  just  principle  as  far  as  it  could  be 
equitably  carried  out.  He  had  decided 
to  support  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill,  because  he  understood,  as  they  had 
constantly  been  told,  that  such  a  course 
did  not  pledge  those  who  followed  it  to 
anything  more  than  the  principle  of  the 
equalisation  of  rates.  It  did  not, 
however,  seem  to  him  any  the  less 
legitimate  or  the  less  obligatory  to 
inquire  how  far  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  on  the  one  hand  tended  to 
accomplish  the  object  they  had  in  view, 
or  how  far  on  the  other  hand  they  tended 
to  stimulate  extravagance,  and  to  dimin- 
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large  suin  of  £840,000.  Some  central 
authoritjy  however,  tbere  oertainlj  must 
be,  and  the  Bill  provided  for  no  such  autbo- 
rily.  [At  this  point  the  hon.  Member  said 
he'  did  not  feel  at  all  well,  and  did  not 
think  he  could  go  on.  The  boa.  Gentle- 
man then  fell  back  in  his  seat^  leaving  bis 
speech  unfinished,  and  had  to  be  assisted 
from  the  House.]  * 


Lsh  the  inducements  to  economy.  Tber 
principle  of  equalisation  had  alreadji 
been  sanctioned  by  Parliament,  and  wafil 
to  a  great  extent  the  law  of  the  land.> 
He  did  not  propose  to  go  over  the  ground* 
that  had  been  so  ably  traversed  by  many 
speakers,  and  notably  he  might  say, 
almost  as  a  matter  of  hereditary  talent,- 
by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  Strand  Division  (Mr.  W.  F.  D. 
Smith).  He  wished,  however,  to  point 
out  that  the  common  rate  amounted  to 
about  3S(.  dd  in  the  £1.,  whilst  the 
balance  of  the  rates  was  unequalised; 
It  was  important  to.  examine  the  pur- 
poses to  which  the  common  rate  wasi 
applied,  and  alsothosein  respect  of  which 
the  unequalised  portion  was  levied.  The 
equalised  rates  consisted  of  the  Common 
Poor  Fund,  the  County  Council  Bate, 
the  School  Board  Bate,  the  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board  Bate^  and  the  Police 
Bate.  There  was  also  a  payment  by 
the  County  Council  of  4d.  per  day 
per  head  for  in-door  paupers  under  the 
Local.  Government  Act  of  1888.  The 
expenditure  under  each  of  these  heads 
was  not  only  outside  the  province  of  the 
Local  Authorities,  but  they  had  absolutely 
no  control  whatever  over  the  expendi- 
ture. As  regarded  the  Common  Poor 
Fund,  there  was  a  very  valuable  check 
supplied  by  the  intervention  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  whilst  as  to  the 
payment  by  the  London  County  Council, 
although  he  tkgreed  that  it  would  be 
better  if  that  payment  were  to  vary 
automatically  according  as  the  number 
of  indoor  patients  was  increased  or 
diminished,  there  was  a  very  consid^- 
able  check  and  control  exercised  over  the 
Local  Authorities.  The  Bill,  very 
wisely,  he  thought,  did  not  allow  the 
equalisation  rate  of  6d.  to  be  applied  to 
all  the  purposes  of  Local  Authorities, 
but  it  was  still  absolutely  necessary,  in 
his  opinion,  that  there  should  be  some 
efficient  control  of  those  authorities  if 
great  iogustice  was  not  to  be  done  totho 
ratepayers  of  those  districts  which  con- 
tributed towards  the  equalisation  fund. 
It  had  been,  suggested  that  this  control 
should  be  supplied  by  the  London  County 
Council.  He  had  the  honour  to  be  a 
member  of  the  London.  County  Council, 
and  he  certainly  did  not  think  it  was  ,a 
body  to  which  it  would  be  wis»  of  pru-* 
dent  t9  confide  the  appropriation  of  the 


Mr.  J.  BOWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E,) 
said,  he  deeply  regretted  the  indisposition 
which  had  prevented  the  hon.  Member 
for  Islington  (Mr.  Cohen)  from  oon- 
elading.hia  speech. .  He  (Mr.  Rowlandft) 
had  beea  delighted  to  hear  the  hon.  Meii»- 
ber  for  Chelsea  (Mr.  Whitmore)  insist 
upon  the  necessity  of  the  Grovernment 
dealing  with  the  question  of  the  comple- 
tion of  the  government  of  the  Metropolis, 
and  he  most  heartily  endorsed  the  whole  of 
the  hon.  Member's  observations  on  that 
point.  He  believed,  however,  that  in 
forcing  forward  London  questions  in  the 
way  in  whieh  they  were  forcing  them 
forward  the  London  Liberal  Members 
would  make  it  necessary  for  the  Govem- 
memt  to  complete  the  system  of  Govern- 
ment of  the  Metropolis.  He  did  not 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Chelsea 
in  thinking  that  the  London  clauses  of 
the  Local  Government  Act  of  1888  were 
not  duly  cotnidered  by  the  London  Mem- 
bers* The  reason  why  those  clauses  got 
through  the  House  so  rapidly  was  that 
the  then  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  (Mr.  Bitchie)  met  the 
London  Members  in  a  very  fair  and  con- 
siderate spirit,  and  had  a  conference  with 
them  before  the  clauses  were  threshed 
out  in  the  House.  Personally,  he  did  not 
think  the  Bill  was  all  that  was  required 
in  the  way  of  equalisation.  The  measure 
brought  the  House  to  the  fringe  of  the 
great  question  as  to  where  the  nkoney 
was  to. come  from  for  carrying  on  the 
Government  of  London  adequately  with- 
out overburdening  the  ratepayers.  He 
believed  that  before  very  long  the  ques- 
tion of  an  alteration  of  the  burdens  of 
the  Metropolis  nmst  engage  the  attention 
of  the  House.  He  particularly  desired 
to  deal  with  the  position  of  the  Parish  of 
St.  Luke's^  which  had  been  referred  to  by 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  who  he  was  sorry  was  not  present 
to  hear  his  remarks*  The  questk>n  of  a 
more  comprehensive    treatment   of   the 
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burdens  of  the  Metropolis  mnst  engage 
the  attention  of  the  House  before  long, 
and  the  question  would  be  accelerated  by 
the  passing  of  this  Bill,  because  parishes 
which  would  bear  a  heavy  burden  under 
the  present  Bill  would  awake  to  the  great 
question  of  how  they  could  get  relief  for 
themselves.  The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  dealt  cursorily 
with  the  schemes  put  forward  by  the 
Vestry  Clerk  of  St.  Luke's,  one  of  the 
most  capable  gentlemen  occupying 
similar  positions  in  London,  and  as  well 
versed  in  these  questions  as  anybody. 
Those  schemes  deserved  more  than  the  few 
cursory  remarks  made  about  them  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  views  put 
forward  as  to  a  municipal  poor  fund, 
managed  by  a  central  body,  were  by  no 
means  ridiculous  as  they  had  been  treated. 
It  had  been  recognised  that  the  great 
question  involved  would  be  better  dealt 
with  under  a  common  fund  for  the 
Metropolis.  With  regard  to  the  position 
of  St.  Luke's,  which  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  said  ought  not 
to  complain,  he  was  not  speaking  like 
some  hon.  Members  that  evening,  because 
his  constituents  had  not  either  to  receive 
a  large  sum  out  of  the  fund  or  to  pay  a 
larger  amount.  They  were  on  the  border 
line.  He  must  defend  the  Vestry  of  St. 
Luke's  against  the  reflections  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  re- 
gard to  its  costly  administration,  and 
pointed  out  for  one  thing  that  the  parish 
made  a  street  improvement  out  of  local 
charges  which  ought  to  have  been  borne 
by  the  Metropolis,  and  that  the  electors 
promptly  swept  the  Vestry  out  of  exist- 
ence when  the  scandal  was  discovered. 
In  other  directions  also  the  parish  was 
placed  at  a  disadvantage.  They  had 
had  to  bear  for  many  years  the  burden 
of  a  heavy  loan  in  connection  with 
those  street  improvements.  Then  in 
addition  they  had  a  railway  scheme  for 
which  the  promoters  did  not  get  the 
-capital  required,  and  the  land  lay  vacant 
in  the  parish  at  heavy  interest.  That 
burden  also  was  thrown  upon  the  rate- 
payers of  St.  Luke's.  It  would  be  well 
for  the  House  in  future  to  bind  down 
promoters  to  carry  out  their  under- 
takings within  a  certain  time.  Among 
the  anomalies  to  be  removed  were  t^e 
exemptions  from  rating ;  premises  should 
be  properly  rated  throughout  the  Metro- 
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polls.  St.  Luke's  was  handicapped  by 
its  unfortunate  position  in  that  respect. 
Government  did  not  pay,  as  was  well 
known,  the  full  assessment  on  property 
which  would  have  to  be  paid  if  it  were 
in  the  hands  of  private  owners.  He  would 
urge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  to 
cast  further  slurs  upon  the  Vestry. 
What  was  the  standard  of  distribution 
adopted  ?  In  Clerkenwell,  with  a  den- 
sity of  population,  174*5  per  acre,  the 
relief  was  2^d. ;  in  Shoreditch  density 
194-8 1,  and  relief  2jd.;  while  in  St.  Luke's, 
¥nth  a  density  of  192*9  per  acre,  the 
relief  was  only  |d.  under  the  distribution 
on  a  basis  of  population  alone.  The 
Local  Government  Board  ought  to  take 
this  matter  into  consideration  when  the 
Bill  was  disccrssed  in  Committee  where 
population  was  so  dense  owing  to  small- 
ness  of  area,  people  living  packed  on  top 
of  each  other  in  huge  blocks.  The  parish 
of  St.  Luke's  had  endeavoured  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  and  had  spent  more  in  inspection  and 
sanitation  than  other  parishes.  Having 
a  purely  industrial  population  they 
required  to  be  continually  on  the  alert  to 
see  that  the  people  were  properly  looked 
after.  He  hoped  in  Committee  Amend- 
ments would  be  moved  for  extending  the 
scope  of  the  Bill,  and  that  Government 
would  ensure  that  Local  Authorities 
must  expend  money  out  of  the  fund 
absolutely  for  the  purposes  contemplated 
by  the  Bill.  At  present  there  was 
nothing  in  it  to  compel  Local  Authori- 
ties to  spend  money  out  of  the  fund  in 
the  way  intended.  This  Bill  dealt  only 
with  the  fringe  of  a  great  question,  and 
the  Government  would  have  to  come  for- 
ward with  a  larger  measure  dealing  with 
that  question  for  the  good  government  and 
well-being  of  London. 

General  GOLDSWORTHY  (Ham- 
mersmith)  said,  the  object  of  the  Bill  to 
benefit  certain  parishes  should  be  carried 
out  without  doing  injustice  to  others,  but 
he  thought  the  City  and  other 
localities  were  unfiairly  dealt  with  by 
the  Bill  as  now  drawn.  The  14 
parishes  mentioned  were  the  most  highly 
assessed  in  the  Metropolis.  It  was  all 
very  well  to  say  that  Bermondsey  was 
rated  at  76.  2d.  in  the  £1,  but  what  if  it 
was  ?  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square, 
also  had  a  very  high  valuation.   The  Bill 
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was  one  simply  for  transferring  the 
property  of  owners  in  14  important 
parishes  to  the  owners  in  22  other 
parishes.  With  regard  to  himself,  living 
in  that  highly-assessed  parish,  if  the  Bill 
became  law  he  should  apply  for  a  re^ 
valuation  to  cover  this  extra  sum.  That 
parish,  it  should  be  remembered,  received 
no  advantage,  but,  on  the  contrary,  had 
to  pay,  and  should,  therefore,  have  the 
power  of  spending  its  own  money,  not 
leaving  it  to  other  people  to  do  so.  He 
considered  that  the  rates  were  already 
very  high  in  his  parish,  and  that  they 
paid  more  than  they  ought  to  pay. 

Mr.  MOULTON  (Hackney,  S.)  said, 
it   was  right  that  people   should  know 
what  the  rates  were  going  to  be,  and  that 
the  principle  of  rating  should  be  settled. 
The  Bill  was  one  which  did  not  deserve 
to  be  described  as  a  little  Bill.     The 
fundamental  justification  for  the  Bill  was 
the  difficulty  that  had  arisen  in  our  large 
towns  by  the  segregation  of  the  different 
classes  of  the  population,  so  that  instead 
of  the  rich  and  the  poor  being  mixed 
together  they  were  getting  further  and 
further  apart  from  one  another.      Conse- 
quently, if  there   was   to    be    any    fair 
bearing  of  public  burdens  by  both  classes 
it  was  impossible  to  let  each  parish  stand 
by  itself  and  selfishly  look  after  its  own 
interests  alone.       The  poorer    districts 
must  be  assisted  by  the  funds  from  the 
wealthier  districts.     The   first    case   in 
which  that  was  made  apparent  was  in 
regard    to   the  indoor  poor,   which  was 
really  a  State  burden,  and  not  a  local 
charge,  and  it  was  soon  seen  that  that 
burden     must    be    supported    from    a 
common  fund.    By  the  Bill  the  House 
was  now  going  further,  and  extending  the 
principle  to  sanitation.   How,  then,  were 
they      to      apply     this     proposal     in 
dealing  with  sanitation  ?  One  thing  they 
were   not    prepared  to  give  up.      The 
administration  of  sanitation  must  be  local. 
It  could  not  be  central  with  advantage, 
and  if  it  were  to  remain  local  the  whole 
of  the  responsibility  and  consequences 
of     the     extravagance    must     be    left 
on     the     shoulders     of    the   local    ad- 
ministrators.     Otherwise    there    would 
inevitably  be  extfavagance.    The  contri- 
bution  of  the  rich  districts  to  the  ex* 
VOL.  XXVII.  [fourth  series.] 


penses  of  sanitation  in  the  poor  ones 
must  be  made  in  such  a  way  that  every 
check  against  extravagance  should  re- 
main, and  that  where  there  was  extrava- 
gance every  penny  of  it  should  be  made 
to  fall  on  the  local  ratepayers.  The 
great  point  of  the  Bill,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
that  which  was  an  answer  to  four-fifths 
of  the  arguments  that  had  been  urged 
against  it,  was  that  the  contribution  to  be 
made  depended  on  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
trict to  which  it  was  to  be  paid,  and  that 
the  responsibility  of  that  district  would 
be  in  no  way  diminished.  The  conse- 
quences of  its  behaviour  must  rest  on  its 
own  head.  Upon  what  considerations 
did  the  behaviour  of  a  district  depend  ? 
They  knew  that  the  denser  the  popula- 
tion of  a  district  compared  with  the 
value  of  the  property  in  it  the  more  would 
sanitation  be  necessary,  and  so  much 
heavier  would  be  the  charges  necessary 
for  that  work  as  compared  with  the 
power  of  the  property  to  bear  those 
charges.  Therefore,  the  consequences 
was  that  the  Bill  had  taken  this  central 
line — it  provided  that  a  fund  should  be 
constituted  according  to  the  rateable 
value  of  property,  and  that  that  fund, 
which  was  meant  to  bear  the  cost  of 
sanitation,  should  be  distributed  accord- 
ing to  population,  for,  broadly  speaking, 
population  would  measure  the  weight  of 
the  sanitation  charges  to  be  borne.  By 
that  simple  device  a  contribution  would 
be  obtained  from  the  richer  and  less 
populous  districts,  and  it  would  be  spent 
in  the  poorer  districts  where  population 
was  by  comparison  more  numerous.  The 
rest  of  the  money  necessary  for  the  work 
of  sanitation  the  district  must  itself  pro- 
vide, and  if  there  was  extravagance  the 
people  in  the  district  would  have  to  bear 
the  burden  of  it  themselves.  One 
of  the  arguments  used  against  the 
Bill,  in  the  course  of  the  Debate,, 
was  the  wickedness  of  compounding 
— he  would  say  the  wastefulness  of  com- 
pounding. What  had  compounding  to  do 
with  the  matter  ?  If  a  district  were  to 
compound  in  the  most  lavish  manner  it 
would  not  get  a  penny  more  or  a  penny 
less,  and  if  it  declined  to  compound  it 
would  get  exactly  the  same  sum  as  it 
would  if  it  were  to  compound.  The 
amount  of  the  contribution  depended  upon 
the  nature  of  the  district  receiving  it,' 
and  was  not  affected  by  the  question  of 
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compounding.  Another  argument  used 
was  the  argument  of  extravagance,  and, 
the  hon.  Member  for  St.  Pancras,  in  a 
fit  of  self-abnegation,  asked  why  other 
districts  sh6nld  pay  for  the  fad  of  his 
constituents  in  installing  the  electric 
light.  The  answer  was  that  other  dis- 
tricts would  not  pay  one  farthing  towards 
the  cost.  The  contribution  would  be  neither 
larger  nor  smaller  because  St.  Pancras 
chose  to  indulge  in  electric  light.  What 
the  Bill  did  was  to  put  certain  districts 
Jn  possession"  of  an  endowment  derived 
from  richer  parishes,  which  endowment 
the^' merited  because  they  had  the  extra 
burden  of  &  lar^e  ndrhber  of  poor,  to 
whose  sanitary  needs  they  had  to  attend. 
It  was  said  that  this  Bill  did  not  make 
the  rates  equal  \  but  it  was  never  meant 
to  make  them  equal,  and  it  would  be  a 
most  unfair  thing  without  examination 
to  make  the  rates  equal  in  the  sense  that 
the  amount  per'£l  would  be  the  same  in 
6very  district.  That  could,  of  course,  be 
done  easily  by  a  very  small  Bill,  by 
making  the  whole  of  the  rates  go 
to  one  common  fuud  and  providing 
that  all  payibents  sliould  come  out 
of  that  fund.  Btit  where,  then,  would 
be  the  check  on  locril  extravagance  ? 
It  would  be  a  stimulus  to  each  distHct  to 
spend  as  much  as  it  could.  This  Would 
iiot  be  to  equalise  in  any  fair  sense,  be- 
cstuse  districts  that  were  prudent  would 
haVe  to  bear'the  cost  of  the  extravagance 
of  others.  The  Bill '-was  intended  to 
equalise  rate^  in  a  far  better  way.  It  pro- 
plosed  to  give  a  contribution  to  the  more 
populous  dirrtricts,  Which  were  at  present 
handicapped  by  the  nature  of  their  popu- 
lAtion,  in  order  that  they  might  start 
fair.  T76  one  had  said  that  the  amount 
which  was  to  'be  provided  by  the  richer 
parlshesand  distributed  among  the  poorer 
was  extravagant.  What  alternative 
scherneV  had  been  proposed  ?  The  hon. 
Member  for'  Islington  had  suggested 
fhtit  the  London  County  Council  should 
Hkve  the  distribution  of  a  fund  which  it 
should  ajiportion  as  it  liked  attiong  the 
Various  parishes  of  '  Londbn.  In  his 
opinion,  no  plan  was  likely  to  have  more 
disA^rous  Vesults.  The  hon.  Member 
for  IsHngtoti  sftid  that  there  should  be 
a  graduated  '  tate.  '  Graduation  appa- 
rtsbtly  was  catching.  There  was  a  great 
deal  of  opposition  to  the  pi^nci[jle  when 
it'  was    introduced   with  i^egaVd   to'  the 
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DeaUi  Duties  ;  but  now  it  was  to  be  ap- 
plied to  local  rates.  If  the  hon.  Member 
would  sketch  out  a  plan  of  graduated 
rates  it  was  possible  that  it  might  meet 
with  some  amount  of  support  from  the 
Grovernment  side  of  the  House,  though 
he  doubted  very  much  whether  it  would 
receive  much  support  from  the  Benches 
where  the  author  of  the  scheme  sat.  He 
quite  agreed  that  thete  was  one  defect  in 
the  Bill,  but  it  was  a  defect  due  to  the 
autiquated  divisions  to  which  they  still 
clung.  It  would  be  better  if  they  could 
divide  London  into  homogeneous  districts, 
and  not  to  have  districte  which  were 
partly  rich  and  partly  poor.  But  until 
this  end  could  be  attained  they  got  a 
very  long  stride  towards  what  the  con- 
sequences would  bo  of  a  perfect  partition 
of  London  in  the  application  of  the  just 
principle  of  this  Bill.  Why  should  they 
not  take  the  stride  ?  There  was  one 
advantage  in  this  scheme.  It  intro<luced 
no  new  machinery  ;  it  could  be  applied  in 
the  existing  state  of  things  without  any 
preparation  at  all ;  and  if  the  House 
could  take  a  step  in  the  direction  of 
justice  without  providing  new  machinery 
and  withotit  causing  delay  he  would  like 
to  know  what  reason  existed  why  the 
House  should  not  take  that  step  ? 

Mr.  W.  long  said,  he  had  listened  to 
the  Debate  with  great  care,  and  very  little 
had  b^n  said  In  defence  of  the  plan  of 
the  Government  with  the  exception, 
perhaps,  of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member.  He  believed  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  represented  a 
constituency  which,  under  the  Bill, 
would  receive  about  £20,000. 

Mr.  MOULTON  :  I  wish  it  did.  It 
only  receives  3d.  in  the  £1,  or  about 
£5,000. 

Mr.  W.  long  baid,'he  did  not  suggest 
that  th^  hon.  Member's  great  admiration 
for  the  Bill  tvtis  based  on  the  fact  that 
the  borough  h6  represeutetl  would  be 
benefited  by  its  prdvisfons.  But  it  was 
clbar  from  the  course  of  the  Debate  that 
thei^e  had  bdeit  a  considerable  struggle  in 
the  minds  of  hon.  Members  representing 
Lotidon  constitttehcifes  between  what  they 
felt  with  regard  to  the  Bill  and  What 
they  looked  tipou  ais  tiieir  duty  to  those 
w'hom  they'  repiresented .  All'  the 
speakers  had  agreed  that  thi^  was  a  very 
dtfflctilt  and  complicated  subject  ;  and  he 
thought  the  House  hUd  some  rea8()n  to 
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complain  that  the  GoverDmeot  had  not 
found  time  to  bring  the  Biii  forward 
for  Second  Reading  until  the  end 
of  a  weary  and  tedioae  Session. 
The  Government  might  even,  at  an 
earlier  period,  have  referred  the  question 
to  the  consideration  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, who  sliottld  have  been  empowered 
to  consider  the  whole  of  the  difficulties 
surrounding  the  question.  If  that  course 
had  been  followed  it  was  more  than 
likely  that  a  Bill  brought  forward  based 
on  the  results  of  that  inquiry  would  have 
passed  more  easily  through  the  House 
than  was  likely  to  be  the  case  with  the 
present  measure.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman in  charge  of  the  Bill  had  referred 
to  the  local  taxation  proposals  of  1888, 
aud  to  the  stereotyping  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment of  the  grant  on  the  number  of 
paupers.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
forgot  to  mention  that  the  object  at  that 
time  was  not  to  distribute  money  through- 
out the  different  districts  of  London  in 
relief  of  the  burdens  between  different 
districts,  but  in  relief  of  burdens  as  be- 
tween real  and  personal  property.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  remember 
that  they  had  eventually  to  adopt  a  sort 
of  compromise  between  the  views  held 
on  the  different  sides  of  the  House.  But 
if  it  came  to  stereotyping,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  doing  something  very 
much  like  it.  He  had  listened  wiUi 
amazement  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's statement  that  the  parish  of  St. 
Luke's  did  not  deserve  assistance  be- 
cause some  portion  of  its  expenditure 
had  been  improperly  or  unwisely  in- 
curred. In  the  whole  course  of  his 
experience  he  had  never  heard  it  ad- 
vanced that  because  a  Local  Authority 
had  foolishly  burdened  the  rates  the  local 
ratepayers  were  not  entitled  to  as  much 
consideration  as  those  whose  money  had 
been  wisely  spent.  He  regretted  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
had  not  been  in  his  place  during 
the  earlier  part  of  the  Debate. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
delivered  a  speech,  one-half  of  which 
was  devoted  to  grants  in  aid  pure  and 
simple,  but  there  was  nothing  to  which 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  was 
more  strongly  opposed  than  the  system 
of  grants  in  aid.  In  this  Bill  they  were 
saying  that  areas  in  London  which  were 
presumed  to  be  rich  should  have  a  charge 


levied  upon  them  for  the  benefit  of 
poorer  areas.  Th»re  was  only  one  other 
thing  that  it  could  be,  and  thftt  was  a 
charitable  dole.  He  never  expected  to 
find  a  BUI  introduced  aud  supported  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  which  contained 
provisions  which,  if  they  were  not  grants 
in  aid,  were  certainly  first  cousins.  He 
confessed  that  he  did  not  altogether  like 
this  Bill  ;  he  did  not  think  it  was  as 
practical  and  fair  a  measure  as  couid 
have  been  drawn.  The  figures,  he 
thought,  showed  that,  however  anxious 
the  Government  might  be  to  levy  the 
charge  and  distribute  the  money  fairly, 
the  result  had  been  that  many  parishes 
would  not  receive  in  proportion  to  their 
needs,  while  in  some  cases  parishes  would 
be  called  upon  to  pay  out  of  proportion 
to  their  ability.  He  did  not  object  to 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but  he  was  not 
prepared  to  admit  that  they  were  entitled 
to  carry  out  that  principle  in  a  way  that 
inflicted  injustice  on  any  existing  area. 
He  had  not  the  slightest  objection  to 
grants  in  aid.  He  had  spent  much  time 
in  endeavouring  to  induce  the  House  to 
extend  the  system  of  grants  in  aid,  and 
he  should  be  happy  to  do  his  best  with 
the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  induce  him  to  give  still  further  grants 
in  aid  of  local  rates.  He  was  hopeful 
that  after  this  measure  of  justice  had  been 
extended  to  London  he  should  find  a  soft 
place  in  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer's heart,  and  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  having  regard  to  the  good 
time  before  him,  would  be  willing  to  aid, 
by  means  of  special  grants,  other  dis- 
tricts besides  those  of  the  Metropolis,  and 
that  they  should  find  him  ready  to  listen 
to  them  with  regard  to  equalising  local 
burdens  in  other  parts  of  the  country  be- 
sides the  Metropolis.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Bethnal  Green  told  them  that  there 
was  no  control  over  this  local  expenditure 
on  the  part  of  the  London  County 
Council,  and  he  pointed  to  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  1891,  and  told  them  that 
under  that  Act  they  had  conferred  upon 
the  London  County  Council  direct  re- 
sponsibility with  regard  to  expenditure 
on  the  part  of  the  Local  Authorities. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  I  did  not. 
I  said  that  Act  imposed  upon  the 
London  County  Council  the  duty  of 
supervision  over  the  manner  in  which 
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Local  Authorities  adminietered  the  sani- 
tary laws. 

Mr.  W.  long  said,  that  all  the  Act 
did  was  to  give  the  power  of  appeal  to 
the  County  Council  and  leave  the  County 
Council  to  act  in  default  of  the  Local 
Authority  doing  eo.  Rut  there  was  all  the 
difference  in  the  world  between  that  power 
— which  was  a  very  old  one,  and  not  created 
by  that  Act  at  all — and  giving  the  Central 
Authority  the  actual  control  over  the  ex- 
penditure on  the  part  of  the  Local 
Authorities.  What  he  meant  by  control 
was  that  there  should  be  some  superior 
authority — he  should  prefer  it  should  be 
a  central  department  of  the  State — that 
should  haTe  the  power  of  exercising  con- 
trol over  the  expenditure  of  money,  and 
in  sanitary  administration  particularly. 
It  was  perfectly  well  known  that  there 
was  no  class  of  local  work  in  which 
greater  and  more  costly  mistakes  were 
liable  to  be  made,  or  in  which  the  advice 
of  a  competent  and  powerful  Central 
Authority  could  be  more  useful  and  bene- 
ficial to  the  Local  Authorities.  At  the 
present  time,  if  a  Local  Authority  re- 
quired a  loan  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  work  of  this  character,  they  had  to 
go  and  obtain  the  assent  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  They  had  the 
enormous  advantage  that  there  would  be 
a  careful  examination  into  the  character 
of  the  work  to  be  done,  the  probable 
efficiency  of  that  work,  and  consequently 
they  got  assistance  which,  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  proved  of  the  utmost 
value  to  the  Local  Authorities,  and 
resulted  in  the  work  undertaken  being 
more  satisfactory,  and  of  a  thoroughly 
permanent  character.  That  was  the 
class  of  control  they  had  been  referring  to, 
and  not  the  control  which  meant  that  after 
a  Local  Authority  had  failed  to  do  its 
duty  then  the  County  Council  was  to 
act.  That  meant  an  enormous  delay 
before  this  appeal  clause  could  be  put 
into  effect  so  as  to  relieve  the  Local 
Authority  of  the  difficulties  under 
which  they  were  suffering.  He 
granted  that,  so  far  as  unwise  ex- 
penditure went,  to  some  small  degree 
this  power  was  a  check.  It  was, 
however,  rather  a  cure  than  pre- 
vention, and  he  would  prefer  to  see  the 
check  in  a  form  in  which  it  might  be 
used  as  a  prevention  of  unwise  expendi- 
ture ;  not  because  he  wanted  to  put  the 
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Local  Authorities  in  leading  strings,  or  to 
place  them  in  such  a  position  as  would 
make  them  absolutely  dependent  upon  a 
Central  Authority,  because  one  knew  per- 
fectly well,  with  regard  particularly  to 
sanitary  work,  there  was  an  enormous 
temptation  sometimes  to  experiment,  the 
result  of  which  led  to  expenditure  which 
might  have  been  avoided,  or  which  did 
not  prove  effectual.  To  obviate  this,  they 
should  have  the  intervention  of  some 
strong  Central  Authority,  and, personally, 
he  should  prefer  that  it  should  be  the 
Local  Government  Board,  which  had  its 
staff  of  well-trained  and  efficient  officers. 
He  thought  that  the  Government;  had 
done  wrong  in  accepting  the  present 
scheme  before  they  had  tried  other  and 
more  practical  measures  which  had  been 
suggested.  The  Bill  in  its  present  form 
would  mot,  he  believed,  secure  a  wider 
administration  of  the  public  money  nor 
guarantee  that  a  better  control  should  be 
kept  over  needless  expenditure.  For 
these  reasons  he  could  not  support  the 
Bill  in  its  present  form,  although  he 
approved  of  the  principle.  He  regretted 
that  the  Government  should  have  thought 
fit  to  bring  forward  so  important  a 
measure  at  such  a  late  period  of  the 
Session,  when  it  was  impossible  that  it 
could  receive  that  attention  in  the  Com- 
mittee stage  which  its  complicated  details 
would  necessitate.  He  had  not  attempted 
to  deal  with  the  more  complicated  financial 
questions  raised  in  the  Bill,  for,  in  the 
first  place,  he  did  not  profess  to  be  a 
financial  authority,  and,  in  the  second 
place,  he  had  a  complete  contempt  f<M* 
figures.  He  had  invariably  been  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  figures  could  be 
made  to  prove  anything  in  the  world,  and 
so  many  figures  had  hardly  ever  been 
produced  in  any  Debate.  He  had  en- 
deavoured to  address  himself  to  some 
other  views  of  the  question,  and  he  had 
done  so,  although  he  was  not  a  London 
Member,  because,  he  ventured  to  say, 
this  question  of  the  equalisation  of  rates 
in  London  when  dealt  with  satisfactorily 
would  be  a  benefit  not  only  to  London, 
but  to  the  whole  country,  and  the  whole 
country  would  be  interested  in  the 
solution  of  the  question. 

•Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON  (St.  Pancras^ 
N.)  commented  on  the  fact  that  the  Bill 
had  received  so  little  hearty  and  thorough 
support.     The  only  Member  who  spoke 
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earnestly  in  favour  of  the  Bill  and  its 
proposals  was  the  hon.  Member  for  St. 
GeorgeVin-the^East.      Even  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  who  was  the  father  of 
the  Bill  and   who  proposed   it   to   the 
House,  admitted  that  it  was  attended  with 
the  greatest   possible   difficulties — [Mr. 
Shaw-Lefevbe  :  No,  no  I] — and  in  effect 
intimated  that  if  he  could  see  his  way 
to  any  other  mode  of  dealing  with  the 
matter   he  would  be  disposed  to  adopt 
it.    Then  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Hackney   said    distinctly,  so  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  this  was  not  a  Bill 
for  the  equalisation  of  rates  in  London, 
but  to  do  something  which  they  thought 
ought  to  be  done  to  try  and  adjust  the 
rates  as  between  the  various  localities  in 
London.      They  would  be   told   by  the 
Government,  and  especially  by  their  sup- 
porters in  London,  that  this  Bill  was  for 
the  equalisation  of  rates  in  London  ;  but 
it  was  not  a  Bill  to  equalise  the  rates  in 
London,  because  it  did  not  equalise  them. 
The  inequality  of  rates  was  not  so  grciHt 
in  many  cases  as  it  appeared.    Under  the 
system  of  compounding  there  were  many 
parishes  in  which  the  rates  appeared  to 
be  very    heavy,   but    where   in    reality 
they    were    not    so    heavy.     In    many 
parishes,  and  Bethnal  Green  particularly, 
there  were    a  large   number  of  houses 
compounded  for  and  an  allowance  of  25 
per  cent,  was  made  in  some  cases.     If 
they  took  this  into  account  they  would 
see  that  the  rates  in  the  £1  in  Bethnal 
Green  were  very  much  increased  in  conse- 
quence   of   this   compounding.     Out  of 
16,542  inhabited  houses  the  owners  of  no 
fewer  than  13,850  compounded,  and  got 
the  allowance  of  25  per  cent.     This  was 
one  of  the  parishes  which  had  a  heavy 
rate  in  the  £1,  and  which  was  to  get  a 
very  large  relief  under  this  Bill.     In  the 
parish  of  Bromley,  which  was  referred  to 
by  the   right  hon.  Gentleman  as   being 
the  parish  which  was  perhaps  the  heaviest 
rated,  oat  of  about  9,000  houses  the  owners 
of  7,937  received  an  abatement  of  30  per 
cent.     Where  there  were  allowances  of 
that  large  amount    the   rate  in  the  £1 
which  was  made  did  not  represent  the  real 
rate.     The  rate  in  the  £1  in  Bromley  for 
1892-3  was  7s.  5d.     If  they  took  off  that 
something  like  20  per  cent,  in  respect  of 
compounding  they  would  reduce  the  rate 
to  a  little  over  6s.,  which  was  really  the 
amount  of  the  rate,  and  not  7s.  5d.     He 
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admitted  that  even  6s.  was  a  heavy  rate, 
but  he  said  that  under  the  system  of  com- 
pounding the  inequality  with  regard  to 
some  parishes  was  not  so  great  as  it 
appeared.  In  the  parish  of  Poplar  there 
were  about  7,500  houses,  the  owners  of 
6,509  receiving  an  abatement  of  15  per 
cent.  In  Bermondsey,  out  of  about  1 1 ,000 
houses,  the  owners  of  7,558  received  an 
abatement  of  from  15  to  25  per  cent. 
Compounding  largely  prevailed  in  many 
other  parishes.  No  doubt  there  were 
considerable  inequalities  which  bore  very 
hardly  on  particular  districts  of  London, 
and  it  was  desirable  that  there  should 
be  some  legislation  in  the  direction  of 
substantial  equalisation  of  rates.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  oppose  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  proper  and  judicious  advance 
in  the  direction  of  an  equalisation  of 
rates.*  On  the  contrary,  he  believed  in 
such  a  principle,  but  he  was  not  prepared 
to  accept  this  Bill  without  very  large 
amendments,  as  in  any  sense  capable  of 
giving  practical  effect  to  the  principle  of 
equalising  the  rates  in  London.  There 
were  great  difficulties  in  dealing  with 
this  question,  one  of  which  arose  from 
the  system  of  compounding.  The  effect  of 
the  Bill  would  be  to  relieve  owners  of  pro- 
perty in  the  East  of  London  at  the  expense 
of  the  large  class  of  tradespeople  and  in- 
habitants in  the  West  End  and  other  dis- 
tricts who  paid  their  rates  directly.  It  was 
not,  therefore,  to  be  supposed  that  this  was 
a  relief  of  one  class  of  ratepayers  at  the 
expense  of  another  class.  To  say  that 
the  artisan  in  the  East  of  London  would 
in  any  direct  way  benefit  by  this  Bill 
was  absard,  for  he  would  pay  all  the 
same  a  rack-rent,  and  the  relief  would  go 
into  tlie  pockets  of  the  East  End  landlords. 
Another  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  an 
efficient  Bill  for  the  equalisation  of  rates 
was  the  absence  of  any  satisfactory  prin- 
ciple and  practice  in  the  valuation  of  the 
property  of  London.  A  large  measure 
for  this  purpose  was  required.  Another 
difficulty  was  the  absence  of  any  broad 
principle  by  which  the  rates  levied  for 
the  common  purposes  of  London  could  be 
distinguished  from  the  money  raised  for 
local  purposes.  That  was  one  of  the 
most  important  questions  that  had  to  be 
considered  in  a  measure  of  this  kind. 
The  taxation  raised  for  the  whole  of 
London  should  be  under  the  control  of 
the    representatives    of    the    whole    of 
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LondoD,  and  that  levied  for  the  districts 
should  be  controlled  by  the  District 
Authority.  Each  would  then  be  spending 
its  own  money,  and  the  fact  that  each 
district  both  raised  and  spent  its  own 
money  was  the  only  guarantee  that  there 
would  be  not  merely  efficient,  but  econo- 
mical, management  and  effective  financial 
control .  As  the  Bill,  however,  stood,  Local 
Authorities  in  one  district  would  spend  the 
money  raised  in  another.  It  was  altogether 
^>Tong  in  principle  that  the  authority  for 
one  set  of  people  should  spend  other 
people's  money.  The  authority  that  raised 
the  fund  should  have  the  control  of  it, 
otherwise  there  must  inevitably  be  ex- 
travagance. He  knew  very  well  that 
even  in  the  case  of  the  Common  Poor 
Law  Fund,  limited  as  it  was  to  particular 
objects,  largely  controlled  as  it  was,  sub- 
ject to  efficient  audit,  it  was  difficult  to 
prevent  the  extravagance  which  authori- 
ties were  apt  to  indulge  in  if  they 
thought  they  were  not  spending  their 
own  money. 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood 
adjourned. 

,   Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — 

Zanzibar  Indemnity  Bill, 

Local  Government '  Provisional  Order 
(No.  17)  Bill, 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  14)  Bill. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
**  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  quarries."  [Quarries  Bill 
ILards.'] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  ^'  An  Act 
to  amend  the  provisions  of  The  Coal 
Mines  Regulation  Act,  1887,  with 
respect  to  check  weighers."  [Coal 
Mines  (Check  Weigher)  Bill  ^Lords.'] 

NAUTICAL  ASSESSORS  (SCOTLAND) 

BILL.--(No.  312.) 
Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without  Amendment;      read   the    third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Bolton 


PUBLIC     LIBRARIES    (IRELAND)  ACTS 

AMENDMENT  (rtHsoVimUted:)  BILL. 

(No.  317.) 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 

without  Amendment ;     read    the   third 

time,  and  passed. 

WAYS     AND      MEANS. — CONSOLIDATED 

FUND   (no.   3)    BILL. 
Resolution  [23rd  July]  reported  ; 

"That  towards  making   good    the    Supply 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  Serrioe  of  the 
year  ending  on  the  3  let  day  of  March  1895,  \. 
the  sum  of  £17,715,550  be  granted  out  of  then^ 
Consolidated  Fun<l  of  the  United  Kingdom." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Mellor, 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Sir  J.T. 
Hibbert. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time. 

RAILWAY  RKTURNS. 
Return  presented, — aa  to  the  Capital, 
Traffic  Receipts,  and  Working  Expendi- 
ture, &e.,  of  the  Railway  Companies  of 
the  United  Kingdom  for  1893  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

COLONIAL  PROBATES  ACT,  1892. 
Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council, 
dated  18th  July,  1894,  applying  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  to  the  Island  of 
Jamaica  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1890. 

Copy  presented,— of  Order  in  Council, 
dated  18th  July,  1894,  entitled,  The 
Matabeleland  Order  in  Council,  1894 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

WINTER  ASSIZES  ACTS,  1876  AND  1877. 
Copies  presented, — of  eight  Orders  in 
Council,  dated  18th  July,  1894,  relating 
to  the  forthcoming  Winter  Assizes  [by 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MARRIAGE  LAWS  (UNITED  KINGDOM). 
Address  for  "Return  giving  (1)  a 
Copy  of  the  Report,  dated  July  1868, 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Laws  of 
Marriage;  and  (2)  a  Summary  of  the 
Enactments  relating  to  Marriage  which 
have  been  passed  since  the  Ist  day  of 
July  1868."— (;ifr.  George  Russell.) 

House  adjourned  at  fire  minutes 
after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 


EQUALISATION    OF    RATES    (LONDON) 
BILL.— (No.  124.) 

SECOND   BEADING.      [ADJOURNED 
DEBATE.] 

Order  read,  for  resaming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  proposed  to  Ques- 
tion [24th  July],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time.** 

And  which  Amendment  was,  to  leave 
out  the  word  "  now,"  and,  at  the  end  of 
the  Question,  to  add  the  words ''  upon  this 
day  three  months," — {Mr.  Alhan  Gihhs.) 

Question  again  proposed,  '^  That  the 
word  *  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Debate  resumed. 

Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON  (continuing  his 
speech  which  had  been  interrupted  under 
the  Standing  Order  of  the  House  on  the 
previous  night)  said,  he  was  endeavour- 
ing to  point  out  that  this  Bill  was  not 
really  what  it  professed  to  be.     It  was 
not  a  measure   for   the   equalisation   of 
rates  in  London,  but  a  Bill  rather  for  the 
purpose   of   taking  a  contribution  from 
some  parishes  towards  the  rates  of  other 
parishes,  and  instead  of  alleviating  the 
unfair  incidence  of  taxation,  it  would,  if 
anything,    increase    the   difficulties   and 
inequalities.      He    also   endeavoured    to 
point   out   that  this  was  a   Bill   which 
ought  to  come  after,  instead  of  before, 
other  large  reforms  in  connection  with 
local    government,   and    the   difficulties 
which   were   involved  in  attempting  to 
deal  with  these  questions  in  this  piece- 
meal and  unsatisfactory  wary.  He  wished 
it  to  be  understood  that  he  did  not  object 
to  a  Bill  which  would  further  equalise 
the  rates  in  London,  provided  that  such 
a  measure  proceeded  upon  satisfactory 
lines,  for  he  believed  there  was  room  for 
a  considerable  equalisation  of  the  rates 
in  London.     He  altogether  differed  with 
the  Government  as  to  the  mode  of  and 
time  at  which  they  were  endeavouring  to 
carry    out    this    professed    object.     He 
knew  it  would  be  said  that  he  and  the 
bon.   Members  who  thought  with   him 
were  opposing  a  Bill  for  the  equalisation 
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of  rates  in  London,  and  that  they  would 
suffer  some  disadvantage  from  the  mis- 
representations of  their  opponents.  But 
whatever  was  done  in  that  regard,  he  re- 
peate^l  that  their  opposition  to  the  Bill 
did  not  mean  that  they  were  opposed  to 
equalisation,  the  necessity  for  which 
they  all  admitted,  but  to  the  provisions 
of  this  particular  measure.  It  was  a 
strange  thing  that  thehon.  Gentlemen  who 
advocated  the  Bill  had  had  become  less 
and  less  enamoured  with  it  as  the  Debate 
proceeded.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  introduced  it  introduced  it  as  a  Bill 
to  equalise  the  rates,  but  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  had  had  more  to  do 
with  thi^  matter  than  anybody  else  had 
almost  in  terms  thrown  over  the  Bill  as 
brought  in,  because  the  hon.  Member  fpr 
Hackney  said  the  Bill  did  not  make  the 
rates  equal,  and  that  it  would  be  an  un- 
fair thing,  without  examination,  to  make 
them  equal  in  the  sense  that  the  amount 
per  £1  should  be  the  same  iu 
every  district.  He  did  not  know 
what  equalisation  of  rates  meant  unless 
it  endeavoured  to  do  what  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  said  it  was  never  in- 
tended to  do.  If  it  was  not  intended  to 
make  the  rates  equal  he  really  did  not 
know  what  its  object  was.  He  wanted 
to  emphasise  that  declaration  of  the  hou. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  who,  as  he  said, 
was  more  the  father  of  this  Bill  than  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  introduced  it. 
What  did  the  hon.  Member  who  repre- 
sented Shored  itch  say  ?  He  said  that 
the  principle  was  that  the  richer  dis- 
tricts should  contribute  to  the  poorer. 
That  would  be  a  reasonable  principle  if 
it  were  justly  applied,  but  might  come 
to  be  not  only  unreasonable,  but  a  hard- 
ship if  capriciously  applied.  Surely  it 
was  a  capricious  thing  to  take  a  certain 
class  of  ratepayers  and  arbitrarily  place 
upon  them  a  heavy  burdeu  for  the  sake 
of  handing  over  the  money  extracted  to 
be  spent  by  other  ratepayers  in  another 
part  of  London.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  advocates  of  this  Bill  did  not  under- 
stand what  its  principles  were.  It  pro- 
fessed to  be  a  Bill  to  equalise  rates  and 
redress  inequalities.  In  fact,  it  created 
as  many  inequalities  as  it  redressed,  and 
such  as  were  redressed  were  redressed  in 
a  capricious,  unsatisfactory,  and  partial 
way.  The  difficulties  connected  with  this 
Bill  were  such  that  he  could  not  help 
thinking  the  House  would  hesitate  before 
it  was  passed  through  its  final  stages. 
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Before  such  a  Bill  was  placed  before  the 
House  tbej  ought  to  have  a  large  re- 
adjustment of  the  governing  authorities 
of  London.  At  the  present  time  thej 
had  a  number  of  Vestries  and  District 
Boards  dealing  with  sanitary  and  other 
local  matters,  while  the  Count j  Council 
was  dealing  with  otiier  matters  common 
to  the  whole  of  London,  but  there  was 
no  broad  distinction  between  matters 
that  were  local  and  which  should  be 
dealt  with  bv  the  District  Councils  and 
those  which  were  general,  and  should  be 
dealt  with  by  the  London  County 
Council.  The  time  had  come,  he  thought, 
when  there  should  be  a  very  considerable 
readjustment  and  rearrangement  of  the 
Local  Authorities  of  London.  What  did 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Hackney  say  in  regard  to 
this  argument  ?  He  said  it  would  be 
better  if  they  could  divide  London  into 
homogeneous  districts,  so  as  not  to  have 
districts  which  were  partly  rich  and 
partly  poor.  He  did  not  understand 
what  he  meant  by  that  or  how  the  sug- 
gestion could  be  carried  out.  But  there 
was  a  rotundity  of  oratorical  expression 
about  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemau\s 
statements,  and  a  mystery  about  them, 
showing  that  he  had  no  clear  conception 
in  his  mind  as  to  what  the  situation  was. 
He  understood  the  hon.  Gentleman  ad- 
mitted there  was  a  great  defect  in  the 
Bill  owing  to  the  antiquated  divisions  to 
which  they  clung.  He  agreed  to  that, 
and  that  this  Bill  could  not  be  satisfactorily 
worked,  and  that  before  any  Bill  on  these 
lines  should  be  carried  there  ought  to  be 
a  readjustment  of  the  areas  of  London  and  a 
rearrangement  of  the  duties  and  powers  of 
the  various  authorities,  local  and  metro- 
politan, and  of  the  proportion  of  the  rates. 
This  was  a  very  diflScult  subject,  which 
could  not  properly  be  dealt  with  without 
the  gravest  consideration  and  full  inquiry. 
The  fact  was,  that  this  was  a  short  Act 
to  deal  with  a  very  important  subject, 
and,  like  all  short  Acts,  it  was  calculated 
to  make  matters  worse  rather  than  better. 
He  did  not  know  why  the  Bill  should  be 
pressed  forward  at  this  particular  moment. 
He  heard  an  hon.  Member  say  that 
London  was  waiting.  London  had,  how- 
ever, waited  for  several  Bills,  and  London 
could  not  have  everything  at  once.  He 
believed  that  gentlemen  from  Ireland 
were  complaining  of  waiting,  and  there 
were  other  sections  of  Members  who  also 
had  to  wait.      At  that  very  moment  an 
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important  Commission,  appointed  by  the 
Government,  was  sitting  to  consider  the 
large  question  of  the  unification  of  London. 
In  a  few  days  that  Commission  would 
make  its  Report,  and  that  Report  would 
probably  recommend  very  large  changes 
in  connection  with  the  municipal  go- 
vernment of  London,  changes  which 
would  lie  at  the  root  of  any  readjustment 
on  which  a  sound  alteration  of  taxation 
could  take  place.  Surely  it  would  be 
reasonable  not  to  press  forward  this  Bill 
until  the  Report  of  the  Commission  had 
been  presented.  This  Bill  was  based 
upon  the  principle  of  grants  in  aid.  It 
was,  therefore,  a  little  inconsistent  with 
declarations  that  bad  proceeded  over  and 
over  again  from  the  Treasury  Bench. 
Two  of  the  leading  Members  of  the 
Government  had  in  season  and  out 
of  season  denounced  the  impolicy 
of  handing  over  money  as  a  gift  to  be 
spent  by  Local  Authorities.  As  far  as 
the  question  of  policy  was  concerned,  it 
did  not  matter  whether  the  money  came 
from  Imperial  or  from  local  funds.  When 
grants  in  aid  were  made  it  was  impor- 
tant that  they  should  be  appropriated  to 
specific  purposes,  and  that  the  Local 
Authorities  to  which  they  were  made 
should  have  to  spend  an  equal  amount 
derived  from  local  sources  upon  those 
purposes.  When  this  system  was  adopted 
it  imposed  a  certain  amount  of  responsi- 
bility on  the  Local  Authority.  He  cer- 
tainly thought  that  the  giants  in  aid  to 
be  made  under  this  Bill  should  be  dis- 
tinctly ear-marked,  and  that  there  should 
be  a  provision  that  an  equivalent  amount 
should  in  every  case  be  provided  for  the 
same  purpose  by  the  Local  Authorities. 
In  some  parishes  where  sanitary  matters^ 
lighting,  and  street  improvements  were 
already  well  attended  to,  the  authorities 
might  not  care  to  spend  anything  more 
upon  those  purposes,  and  the  handing 
over  tf  this  extra  money  would,  there- 
fore, encourage  experiments  and  extrava- 
gances. At  the  present  time,  taking  the 
average  rate  as  from  58.  to  os.  6d.,  more 
than  3-5tbs  of  that  rate  was,  he  believed, 
already  equalised.  There  was  another 
matter  which  bore  to  a  certain  extent 
upon  the  question  of  equalisation.  Under 
the  Local  Government  Act  of  1888  the 
County  Council  had  power  to  declare 
certain  roads  to  be  main  roads.  If  the 
London  County  Council  had  declared 
some  of  the  large  arterial  roads  in 
London  to  be  main  roads  they  would  have 
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equalised  some  of  the  very  burdens  which 
it  was  proposed  to  equalise  under  this 
Bill.  The  Vestrj  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Luke^s  had  called  special  attention  to  the 
matter  bj  presenting  to  the  House  a 
Petition,  in  which  they  said  that  they 
were  under  great  pecuniary  disadvantages 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  their  parish 
was  intercepted  by  great  trunk  roads, 
which  they  had  to  keep  up,  although 
such  roads  were  not  so  largely  used  by 
the  inhabitant^  of  the  parish  as  they  were 
by  the  general  public  of  London.  The 
roads  they  mentioned  were  the  City 
Road,  the  60s  well  Road,  and  Old  Street. 
If  the  London  County  Council  had 
maintained  such  roads  as  those,  and  either 
undertaken  the  management  of  them  or 
contributed  to  the  expense  of  maintain- 
ing them,  they  would  have  practically 
effected  equalisation.  This,  however, 
was  not  altogether  in  accordance  with 
the  policy  of  the  London  County  Council 
or  of  the  Government.  Their  policy 
seemed  to  be  to  make  as  much  noise 
about  equalisation  as  possible,  and  to  get 
as  much  credit  out  of  that  attempt  to  deal 
with  it  as  possible,  whether  that  attempt 
was  wise  or  not,  instead  of  usefully  and 
sensibly  applying  the  powers  they  at 
present  possessed,  and  thus  in  a  practical 
way  alleviating  the  burdens  of  London. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  it  was 
desirable  to  attempt  to  do  by  means  of  a 
short  Act  that  which  ought  only  to  be 
done  by  a  large  and  comprehensive  mea- 
sure ?  Was  it  desirable  to  embark  upon  ex- 
periments in  equalisation  when  there  were 
means  of  equalisation  already  available 
which,  if  used,  would  benefit  poor  parishes 
quite  as  largely  as  probably  this  Bill 
would  do  ?  Nothing,  in  his  opinion,  could 
be  more  fallacious  than  the  principle  of 
distributing  this  money  according  to 
population.  The  fact  that  there  was  a 
large  population  in  a  particular  parish 
did  not  necessarily  involve  greater  needs 
either  as  to  sanitary  matters  or  as  to 
lighting.  Probably  there  was  something 
to  be  said  on  the  subject  with  regard  to 
sanitation ;  but  as  far  as  lighting  was 
concerned,  where  the  population  was 
aggregated  in  barrack-like  buildings,  as  it 
was  becoming  more  and  more  aggregated 
under  the  new  system,  an  increase  of 
population  did  not  necessarily  mean  an 
increase  of  expenditure  upon  lighting. 
It  had  been  shown  by  statistics  that 
the  result  of  distributing  the  money 
according     to     population     would      be 
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most  capricious  and  unfair.  It  would 
produce  alleviation  of  burdens  where  it 
was  not  much  wanted,  and  would  not  give 
assistance  where  alleviation  was  neces- 
sary. It  meant  the  taxation  of  aU  rate- 
paying  occupiers  for  the  benefit  of  a  cer- 
tain class  of  property  owners  in  the 
crowded  districts  of  London.  If  such  a 
proposal  had  been  made  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House  he  did  not  know  what 
language  would  have  been  too  strong  for 
some  supporters  of  the  Government  to 
have  used  in  denunciation  of  this  subsi- 
dising property  owners  at  the  expense 
oi  the  rates. 

Mr.  BENN  (Tower  Hamlets,  St. 
George's)  :  How  about  the  small  shop- 
keeper ? 

•Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON  said,  he  had  been 
pleased  to  see  that  two  hon.  Members 
opposite  had  had  the  courage  to  say  that 
although  their  districts  would  derive  a 
large  pecuniary  benefit  from  the  passage 
of  the  Bill  they  thought  it  so  unfair 
and  unreasonable  that  they  could  not 
support  it.  The  small  shopkeeper  gene- 
rally paid  his  rates  himself,  and  certainly 
in  such  parishes  as  that  of  St.  George^s, 
Hanover  Square,  the  small  shopkeeper 
would  get  no  benefit  from  this  Bill.  No 
doubt  the  ratepayer  in  the  district  which.- 
the  hon.  Member  below  him  (Mr.  Betm) 
represented  would  get  some  benefit  from 
the  Bill.  But  was  it  the  policy  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  andUthe^  London  County 
Council  to  counj^  noses  and  see  how  a 
particular  incr^se  of  rates  would  benefit 
a  certain  cl^k^s  of  persons  whose  votes 
they  wanted,  regardless  of  how  that  in- 
crease ^ould  affect  other  persons  ? 

Mr^.  BENN  :  I  am  sorry  to  interrupt, 
but  r^would  point  out  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
be^hat  my  shopkeeper  already  pays  a 
grjbat  deal  more  than  the  shopkeeper  in 
So.  George's,  Hanover  Square. 

•Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON  said,  he  did  not 
thjink  that  was  the  case,  but  he  would  not 
g<i  into  that  point  now.  The  mistake  made 
injthe  Bill  was  that  of  supposing  that  the 
p<ior  of  London  were  all  lumped  together 
ijL  particular  districts.  One  hon.  and 
learned  Member  had  argued  that  the  poor 
<^ught  to  be  collected  in  particular  dis- 
tricts, although  he  had  not  been  able  to 
shch^  how  such  a  proposal  could  be  carried 
out.  '-  If  such  a  proposal  could  be  carried 
out  it  would  be  one  of  the  worst  things 
thPit  could  happen.  As  it  was,  the 
p&ior  of  London  were  distributed  over 
♦4ie  whole  of  the  Metropolis,  and  there 
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were  districts  mainlj  iDhabited  bj  well- 
.|o-do  people  which  contained  persons 
quite  as  poor  as  those  who  lived  in  what 
were  called  the  poor  districts.  Mr. 
Booth,  in  his  Labour  and  Life  of  the 
People^  said  upon  this  very  point  that  in 
the  West  End  there  were  six  separate 
districts  each  containing  much  poverty 
which  was  not  apparent  from  the  figures 
given  in  the  statistical  tables,  because 
well-to-do  and  wealthy  streets  were  lying 
contiguous  to  the  streets  occupied  by  the 
poor  and  were  inchided  in  the  same  dis- 
trict. He  had  looked  through  the  Re- 
turn with  regard  to  the  Bill  recently  pre- 
sented to  the  House  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  whether  there  would  be  any 
difference  in  the  operation  of  the  Common 
Poor  Fund  and  thi^  proposed  equalisa- 
tionfuud  ;  whether  there  were  any  cases  in 
which  the  Common  Poor  Fund  inflicted 
charges  whilst  the  equalisation  fund 
would  give  relief,  or  in  which  the  Common 
Poor  Fund  gave  relief,  while  the  equalisa- 
tion fund  would  create  charges.  He  would 
contrast  the  effect  of  the  two  funds.  It 
was  very  difficult  to  get  at  the  exact  figures; 
but  as  far  as  he  could  understand,  in  Chel- 
sea the  Common  Poor  Fund  gave  a  benefit 
oi  about  l^d.  in  the  £1,  while  the  Bill 
would  give  a  relief  of  only  about  Jd.  in 
£1.  In  Clerkenwell  the  Common 
Fund  gave  a  relief   of  about  od., 

til..    .T^n    ^   j,^j^gf    Qf    4^^       jj^       g^ 

George  s-in-the-x^^fc  the  Common  Poor 
iund  gave  a  relief  o^  ^^out  2s.,  and  this 
Bill  of  only  about  oid.  .  j^  Whitechapel 
the  Common  Poor  fund  fe.^^^  ^  relief  of 
about  6d.,  and  this  Bill  gavcc,  relief  vary- 
ing from  about  ^d.  to  about  5ui  jj^  g^ 
Luke's  the  Common  Poor  FunJ  ^^^^  ^ 
relief  of  only  about  od.,  and  the  Bill  («^  Q^\y 
about:|<l.  In  St.  Pancras  the  Common  iPo^^ 
Fund  gave  a  relief  of  about  2d.,  and  i^\^\^ 
Bill  about  Id.  He  wished  to  kn«)j^ 
why  there  should  be  these  discrepanc^j^g 
,when  the  underlying  principle  of  h(^i\^ 
the  Common  Poor  Fund,  and  this  B^ju 
was  equalisation  of  rates  and  adjustm^,^^ 
as  between  the  well-to-do  ratepayers  a^jj^j 
the  ratepayers  who  could  not  afford  u^ 
pay  heavy  rates  ?  In  the  case  *V^ 
Battersea  the  Common  Poor  Fund  mad\^ 
a  charge  of  about  l^d.  in  the  £l,  on  tl^j^ 
ground  that  Battersea  could  afford  to  qj^^. 
tribute  to  the  relief  of  other  pari  g^j^g 
but  this  Bill  would  gW^  a  relief  oif.  3j' 
In  Islington  the  Common  Poor  Ft^^^j 
made  a  charge  of  nearly  2d.i  where^.^s 
thisBillgavea  relief  of  about  3d.  InLewis^. 
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ham  the  Common  Poor  Fund  imposed  a 
charge  of  about  l^d.,  whilst  this  Bill 
would  give  a  relief  of  about  |d.  lu 
Wandsworth  the  Common  Poor  Fund 
made  a  charge  of  rather  more  than  l^d., 
whilst  this  Bill  would  give  a  relief  vary- 
ing from  ^d.  to  Id.  In  view  of  these 
discrepancies,  if  the  principle  on  which 
the  Common  Poor  Fund  was  based  was 
right  the  principle  on  which  this  Bill 
was  based  must  be  wrong.  The  whole 
thing  was  monstrously  absurd.  Two 
funds  were  to  be  set  up  in  London,  the 
one  charging  parishes  with  a  contribution 
to  the  Common  Poor  Fund  upon  the 
ground  that  they  were  well  able  to  con- 
tribute to  the  relief  of  poorer  parishes  ; 
the  other  giving  relief  to  the  very  parishes 
so  charged.  Then  came  the  cases  where 
the  common  fund  gave  relief,  and  this  Bill 
would  impose  charge.  Let  them  take  the 
case  of  Marylebone,  which  was  relieved 
under  the  Common  Poor  Fund  to  the  extent 
of  about  j^d.  in  the  £1,  but  this  Bill  would 
charge  Marylebone  with  about  1^^  in 
the  £1  ;  the  Holborn  Union  was  relieved 
to  the  extent  of  od.,  whereas  under  the 
Bill  parishes  within  the  Holborn  district — 
not  the  whole  district — ^were  to  be  relieved 
to  the  amount  of  from  about  ^.  to  4d.  in 
£1  ;  St.  Giles's,  under  the  Common 
Poor  Fund,  got  relief  amounting  to  about 
2d.  in  the  £1,  but  under  the  Bill  that 
parish  was  to  be  charged  to  the  extent  of 
l^d.,  thus  cutting  down  the  relief  obtained 
to  about  one  ^. ;  St.  Olave's,  South wark, 
was  now  relieved  to  the  extent  of  about 
2d.  in  the£l,  but  would  be  charged  under 
the  Bill  from  -09  of  a  Id.  to  about 
5d.,  according  to  the  population  of  parishes 
in  that  district.  St.  Saviour's,  Southwark, 
was  an  extraordinary  case.  It  now 
obtained  relief  amounting  to  as  much  as 
6d.  in  the  £1,  but  would  be  charged  under 
the  Bill  with  a  contribution  of  from  |d.  to 
dd.,  according  to  the  population  of  parishes 
within  the  district.  The  parishes  which 
were  so  unfairly  treated  were  those 
specially  deserving  consideration.  The 
professed  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  have 
sanitary  improvements  provided  in  the 
poor  districts  where  such  improvements 
were  specially  required.  The  district  of 
St.  Saviours  was  recently  in  such  an 
unsatisfactory  condition  that  the  Mansion 
House  Committee  for  the  Housing  of  the 
Poor  called  the  attention  of  the  County 
Council  to  the  subject,  and  the  medical 
officer  of  the  County  Council,  Dr.  Shirley 
Murphy,  was  sent  down,  and    reported 
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that,  **•  compared  with  the  rest  of  the 
population  of  London,  the  population  of 
St.  Saviour's,  Southwark,  is  poor.''  Yet 
that  poor  district  was  to  be  charged  under 
the  Bill  in  the  way  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  The  rates 
of  St.  Saviour's,  Southwark,  last  year 
were  only  48.  lid. 

Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON  said,  that  showed 
the  fallacious  character  of  this  particular 
Bill.  The  parish  also  contained  ware- 
houses in  certain  portions,  bringing  down 
the  rate  over  the  whole  district  to  about 
the  figure  named  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman. 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  Perhaps  I 
may  point  out  that  St.  Saviour's  benefit 
from  the  tolls  of  the  market,  and,  there- 
fore, the  actual  rate  is  only  about  what  I 
stated. 

Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON  said,  that  re- 
cently a  large  expenditure  had  been  in- 
curred and  there  was  a  heavy  debt,  and 
the  tolls  of  the  market  were  thus  largely 
absorbed.  There  was  practically  at  pre- 
sent (so  he  was  informed)  no  benefit  from 
these  tolls.  This  only  showed  how  little 
the  Groveroment,  in  dealing  with  this 
question,  had  looked  into  the  details. 
In  part  of  the  district  of  St.  Saviour's, 
Southwark,  the  rate  was  much  heavier 
than  that  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. In  regard  to  his  own  borough  the 
Bill  was  most  unfair.  Looking  at  the 
matter  simply  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  below  him  (Mr. 
Benn),  why  should  Islington,  which  was 
certainly  no  poorer  than  St.  Pancras,  re- 
ceive something  like  3d.  under  the  Bill, 
while  St.  Pancras  would  only  get  Id.  ? 
Mr.  Booth,  in  his  well-known  work 
Labour  and  Life  of  the  People,  had 
reported  that  St.  Pancras  was  the 
poorer.  It  would  no  doubt  be  said — 
**  If  you  will  not  accept  this  alloca- 
tion of  the  money,  what  have  you  to 
propose  instead?"  His  answer  was 
that,  the  County  Council  being  over- 
loaded with  work  which  it  could  not 
properly  attend  lo,  he  hoped  they  would 
get  a  readjustment  of  the  local  govern- 
ment of  London.  A  rearrangement  of 
Local  Authorities  must  lead  to  a  re- 
arrangement of  lopal  taxation,  und  that 
would  be  a  more  satisfactory  way  of 
dealing  with  the  question  than  that 
proposed  by  the  Bill.  But  there  was 
another  line  on  which  they  might  proceed. 
Where  was  the  difficulty  of  carrying 
oat    a    ^rther    reform    in     connection 


with  the  Poor  Law  in  London  ? 
Why  not  equalise  the  poor  rate  for 
London,  and  create  a  central  Poftr  Law 
Council  with  District  Committees  under 
that  Council  ?  The  complete  equalisa- 
tion of  the  poor  rate  would  be  an 
enormous  relief  to  many  parishes. 
It  was  said  that  this  would  destroy 
the  independence  of  Local  Authorities. 
He  did  not  know  that  there  was  any 
great  amount  of  independence  pos- 
sessed by  local  Poor  Law  Guardians. 
He  had  been  a  Guardian  of  two  of  the 
largest  parishes  in  London,  and  he 
always  felt  that  perhaps  five-sixths  of 
the  work  they  had  to  do  was  routine 
work  concerning  which  they  had  very 
little  discretion.  If,  however,  they  de- 
termined to  give  relief  to  sanitary 
expenditure,  he  thought  there  might 
be  a  sanitary  rate  devoted  to  specific 
purposes,  the  contributions  in  aid  to 
amount  to  no  more  than  one-half  th^ 
local  expenditure  on  the  specified  objects. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  Bill 
was  brought  forward  much  more  with  the 
object  of  making  political  capital  rather 
than  with  an  earnest  desire  to  give 
satisfactory  financial  relief  to  overbur- 
dened ratepayers.  He  could  not  imagine 
that  the  Bill  was  brought  forward  with 
any  serious  intention  that  it  should  pass. 
It  had  been  subjected,  to  his  mind,  to 
most  destructive  criticism.  The  criti- 
cism spent  upon  it  last  night  would  have 
killed  any  ordinary  Bill  ;  and  if  there 
were  only  time  to  make  known  the  ob- 
jections to  it,  he  believed  the  pressure 
that  would  come  upon  the  Government 
from  all  quarters  would  be  such  as  to 
drive  them  to  find  some  excuse  for  drop- 
ping it  altogether — for  this  year,  at  all 
events — and  then,  in  the  light  of  ex- 
perience, and  after  further  inquiry,  a  satis- 
factory measure  might  be  submitted  next 
Session. 

•Mr.  H.  L.  W.  LAWSON  (Gloucester, 
Cirencester)  said,  he  felt  no  call  to 
apologise  to  the  House  for  intervening  in 
the  Debate,  for  though  he  had  ceased  to 
be  a  London  Member  he  had  not  ceased 
to  be  a  London  citizen.  He  would  not 
try  to  rival  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  sat  down  in  the  portentous  length  of 
his  oration,  which  had  recalled  th^ 
achievements  of  the  late  Mr.  Biggar  iii 
the  height  of  his  career,  when,  in  order 
to  occupy  time,  he  read  long  extracts 
from  the  Blue  Books.  Without  resorting 
to  that  expedient^the  hoi^^gif^ad 
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spent  an  hour  and  a-half  in  dealing  with 
a  Bill  of  three  clauses.  Personally,  he 
gained  *  something  in  being  detached 
from  local  interests  and  local  tempta- 
tions, because  the  question  to  be 
decided  was  whether  this  Bill,  in  its 
application,  would  do  justice  to  London 
as  a  whole.  So  far  the  Debate  had 
turned  too  much  upon  details — upon  the 
amounts  in  the  £1  which  would  be 
received  or  paid  by  this  or  that  parish. 
It  was  overloaded  with  fractions  of  Id. 
The  rejection  of  the  Bill  had  been  moved 
by  an  hon.  Member  for  the  City,  which 
was  more  lightly  taxed  than  any  other 
part  of  the  Metropolis,  and  it  had  been 
seconded  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Marylebone,  who  grounded  his  whole 
case  on  the  effect  the  Bill  would  have 
upon  that  borough.  But  was  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill  going  to  be  pushed  to  a 
Division  ?  It  was  said  that  this  was  an 
attempt  to  do  something  with  a  rush. 
Yes  ;  but  London  had  to  wait  for  every- 
thing half  a  century  longer  than  the  rest 
of  the  country.  It  was  not  until  1888  that 
London  received  free  and  representative 
local  government,  and  yet  the  hon.  Member 
thought  that  the  fiscal  reform  of  London 
could  afford  to  wait.  He  left  the  hon. 
Member  to  settle  that  matter  with  his 
constituents.  It  was  said  that  the  central 
authority  should  take  over  the  main 
roads  of  the  Metropolis  ;  but  the  defini- 
tion of  the  main  road  in  the  Act  of  1888 
would  make  a  main  road  of  almost  every 
road  in  London.  It  was  generally  ad- 
mitted that  in  practice  it  was  impossible 
to  apply  to  London  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  1888,  which  were  meant  primarily 
for  provincial  counties.  Then  it  was  said 
that  the  application  of  the  Common  Poor 
Fund  must  be  extended,  but  he  would  be 
a  bold  man  who  would  advocate  that  the 
principle  should  be  applied  to  the  extent 
of  allowing  unlimited  outdoor  relief  in 
every  Union  in  London.  Some  Unions 
were  set  against  outdoor  relief,  and  in 
Whitechapel  there  was  none  ;  and  differ- 
ences in  the  conduct  of  Boards  of 
Guardians  affected  the  distribution  of  the 
Common  Poor  Fund.  The  principle  of 
the  Bill  was  perfectly  plain  ;  it  was  to 
establish  a  Common  Sanitary  Fund 
throughout  the  Metropolis.  Could  it  be 
denied  that  the  arguments  which  justified 
the  existence  of  the  Common  Poor  Fund 
applied  with  tenfold  more  force  to  the 
sanitary  conditi<Hi  of  the  Metropolis  ?  If 
they  were  good  in   the  one  case  they 
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were  good  in  the  other,  and  he  begged 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  to  his  own  speech 
on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Poor 
Law  Amendment  Act  of  1869,  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  took  higli  grounds 
in  this  House,  declined  to  go  into 
an  addition  to  the  rates  there  or  sub- 
traction from  the  rates  there,  and  said 
that  it  was  really  of  national  importance 
that  the  charges  should  be  spread  over 
the  Metropolis,  subject  to  control,  and 
said  he  thought  the  House  would  not 
consider  Metropolitan  pauperism  was  a 
mere  matter  of  local  interest.  If  Metro- 
politan pauperism  was  not  a  mere  matter 
of  local  interest  Metropolitan  sanitation 
was  not,  and  all  the  arguments  used  then 
would  apply  to  the  question  now.  On 
the  occasion  to  which  he  referred,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  men  were  driven  into 
London  who  were  not  indigenous  to  the 
soil.  Of  course,  if  they  had  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  if  it  was  necessary  for  the 
State  to  step  in  and  prevent  them  ab- 
solutely starving  on  the  streets,  surely  it 
was  equally  important  to  the  Metropolis 
generally  to  see  that  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  houses  in  which  they  lived 
and  of  the  parishes  in  which  the  houses 
were  situated  was  satisfactory.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  House  realised  the 
difference  in  sanitary  expenditure  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  London.  He  would  take 
two  typical  cases  ;  one  being  the  parish 
in  which  he  lived.  So  far  from  gaining 
under  this  Bill,  he  believed  that  parish 
was  mulcted  to  the  extent  of  od.,  and  he 
I  supposed  he  should  have,  pro  ratOj  to 
'  pay  his  share.  He  took  the  cases  of 
Bethnal  Green  and  St.  Gcorge^s,  Han- 
over Square.  Bethnal  Green  had  a 
population  of  139,000  and  St.  George^s, 
Hanover  Square,  about  80,000.  Now,  in 
scavenging  and  watering  Bethnal  Green 
spent  only  £17,000  and  St.  George's 
£28,000;  in  public  lighting  Bethnal 
Green  spent  £3,500  and  St.  George's 
£9,000,  and  in  dust  removal,  while  St. 
George's  spent  £4,000,  Bethnal  Green 
spent  so  small  a  sum  that  it  was  included 
in  the  general  rate  for  roads.  Was 
there  anything  in  the  nature  of  things 
which  should  make  it  desirable  that  the 
scavenging  of  streets  and  the  supervision 
of  the  local  sewers  should  be  better 
attended  to  in  St.  George's  than  in 
Bethnal  Green  ?  It  was  of  at  least  as 
much  importance,  considering  the  danger 
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of  contagious  disease,  that  money  should 
be  spent  in  the  sanitation  of  the  poorer  dis- 
tricts. He  should  like  to  know  whether  thej 
were  to  condemn  this  Bill  simplj  because 
of  a  few  anomalies,  which  could  be  easily 
accounted  for>  and  a  few  holes  they  could 
pick  in  it  ?  He  did  not  believe  any  more 
satisfactory  test  could  be  found  than  the 
one  which  had  been  adopted,  and  he  be- 
lieved the  tiill  would  ^ive  more  general 
fiatisfaction  than  the  Common  Poor  l^und. 
It  would  lead  to  sanitary  reform  and  to 
better  administration  '  throughout  the 
parishes  and  districts  of  London,  and  he 
was  not  to  be  deterred  from  supporting  it 
by  the  fact  that  a  few  isolated  cases 
might  be  found  in  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  Metropolis  where  it  might  work 
with  some  hardship.  To  apply  an  old 
couplet — 
•*  Whoever  hopes  a  faultless  tax  to  see, 

Hopes  what  never  was,  nor  is,  nor  e'er  w^ill  be." 
In  regard  to  a  London  rate,  it  was  im- 
possible that  they  could  make  it  abso- 
lutely just,  and  what  they  wanted  to  do 
was  to  make  it  practically  equitable  in 
its  incidence.  He  believed  that  in  a 
common  sanitary  rate  as  proposed  in  the 
Bill  the  best  step  was  taken  with  a  view 
to  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary  state 
of  the  Metropolis. 

Mb.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras, 
E.)  said,  that  he  was  in  favour  of  the 
equalisation  of  rates,  and  when  the  ques- 
tion was  discussed  in  this  House  no  Con- 
servative Member  opposed  it.  This 
Bill,  however,  dealt  with  the  question 
entirely  on  the  basis  of  population.  In  a 
part  of  the  borough  he  represented — 
namely,  that  portion  known  as  Somers- 
town,  fVom  the  fact  that  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  bad  greatly  encroached 
upon  it,  the  population  had  materally  de- 
creased and  shopkeepers  experienced 
^eat  difficulty  in  earning  a  living. 
What  would  be  the  result  of  this  pro- 
posal of  the  Government  ?  Why  that 
these  very  shopkeepers  from  the  fact  that 
the  population  had  decreased  would  not 
receive  the  equitable  treatment  to  which 
they  would  have  been  entitled  if  they 
had  remained  in  the  district.  In  Isling- 
ton and  other  parts  where  this 
population  might  have  gone  to, 
and  which  would  not  be  poorer,  but  per- 
haps better  off  than  St.  Pancras,  they 
would  receive  3d.  in  the  £1,  whilst  St. 
Pancras  would  only  receive  Id.  in  the 
£1.  If  the  Government  had  wished  to 
draft  a  Bill  for  the  fair  equalisation  of 


rates  in  London  they  wbuld  not  have 
considered  solely  and  absolutely  the 
question  of  population.  They  had  had 
comparisons  in  regard  to  the  expenditure 
on  roads  in  Bethual  Green  and  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square  ;  but  nobody 
had  considered  the  width  of  the  roads  in 
St.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  or 
Bethnal  Green,  or  the  amount  of  the 
traffic  over  the  roads.  Again,  as  to  the 
'  cost  of  dust  removal,  a  great  deal  de- 
pended upon  the  facilities  for  this  work, 
which  varied  very  much  in  different  dis- 
tricts. He  contended  that  the  equalisa- 
tion of  rates,  to  be  just,  should  be  based 
not  solely  on  population,  but  on  the 
amount  of  work  which  each  district 
ought  properly  to  answer  for  in  regard 
to  lighting,  cleansing,  and  other  sanitary 
matters.  If  a  system  of  that  sort  were 
devised  it  would  meet  with  approval  on 
both  sides.  Regarding  the  rating  of 
various  districts  of  London,  he  did  not 
think  enough  had  been  made  of  the  fact 
that  people  who  took  houses  of  a  certain 
description,  say,  in  St.  George's,  Han- 
over Square,  knew  that  they  would  have 
to  pay  from  £50  to  £65  per  year  for  it, 
whereas  in  a  poorer  district  they  would 
only  have  to  pay  £40  for  the  same  class 
of  house.  Assuming  the  rates  in  the 
latter  district  were  6s.  in  the  £l  on  £40, 
that  would  only  cause  the  ratepayer  to 
have  to  pay  £12  a  year,  whereas  if  he 
had  to  pay  for  a  similar  house  in  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square,  only  5s.  in 
the  £1,  that  individual  would  have  to 
pay  in  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  a 
sum  of  no  less  than  £15.  He  would, 
again,  like  to  point  out  that  the  leak- 
ages in  the  poorer  districts  were 
not  so  great  as  the  leakages  in  the 
wealthier  districts.  In  a  great  number 
of  the  wealthier  districts  of  London 
houses  were  very  difficult  to  let  at  the 
present  time,  whereas  in  the  poorer  dis- 
tricts there  was  no  such  difficulty  experi- 
enced in  the  letting  of  small  tenements.  A 
system  had  grown  up  in  the  poorer  dis- 
tricts of  a  sort  of  tenant  right.  That 
was  to  say,  a  tenant  not  wishing  to  re- 
main in  a  house  any  longer,  so  to  speak, 
sold  his  key  to  another  tenant,  and  if 
the  owner  found  the  newcomer  was  a 
respectable  man  hevery  willingly  accepted 
him  as  the  new  tenant.  One  of  the 
greatest  sources  of  leakage  was  the 
system  of  compounding.  As  a  result  of 
such  system  in  some  of  the  poorer  dis- 
tricts of  London  where  the  rate*  were 
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nominallj  high,  owners  received  an  abate- 
ment of  25,  and  in  some  cases  30,  per 
cent,  in  respect  of  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  houses  rated  in  the  district.  In 
Bethnal  Green  there  were  16,542  in- 
habited houses,  and  no  fewer  than 
13,850,  of  which  the  rateable  value  did 
not  exceed  £20,  received  an  abatement 
of  25  per  cent.  In  Bromley,  out  of 
9,000  houses  and  shops  of  all  values,  the 
owners  of  7,937  received  an  abatement 
of  do  per  cent.,  or  a  sum  of  very  nearly 
£12,000.  He  could  not  understand  for 
one  moment  why  the  Government  hM 
brought  in  this  Bill  at  th^  present  time* 
They  knew  that  when  the  members  of 
the  London  County  Council  put  up  for 
election  they  had  various  proposals  to 
submit  to  the  ratepayers.  They  were 
for  rating  all  owners,  for  the 
taxation  of  ground  values  and  various 
other  matters,  but  there  was  no  proposal 
for  the  equalisation  of  rates  then  brought 
before  the  Metropolis  by  the  candidates 
for  the  County  Council,  and  he  ventured 
to  say  if  this  scheme  now  put  forward 
by  the  Government  was  that  of  the 
County  Council  it  was  not  one  which 
would  tend  to  increase  their  popularity. 
It  was  not  by  shifting  the  burdens  from 
one  class  of  ratepayers  to  another  that 
they  could  relieve  the  ratepayers  of 
Loudon.  There  were  poor  people  in  all 
parts  of  London,  even  in  St.  George^s, 
Hanover  Square,  and  the  real  way  to  aid 
the  ratepayers  was  by  devising  some  tax 
by  which  they  should  receive  a  large 
sum  of  money  without  adding  to  the 
burdens  either  of  themselves  or  any  other 
ratepayers.  By  the  action  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite,  and  also,  he  regretted  to 
say,  of  some  hon.  Members  who  sat  on 
his  own  side  of  the  House,  the  Londoners 
lost  £500,000  a  year  by  their  recklessly 
and  foolishly  doing  away  with  the  Coal 
and  Wine  Dues,  that  sum  of  money  being, 
practically,  absolutely  thrown  away. 
The  scheme  of  the  Government  to  take 
off  one  set  of  ratepayers  the  sum  of 
£250,000  and  put  it  on  the  shoulders  of 
another  set  was  only  like  taking  money 
from  one  pocket  and  placing  it  in  another. 
The  net  result  of  the  Bill  was  to  take 
£223,000  from  the  City  and  eight 
Vestries  and  to  give  it  to  27  Vestries  and 
District  Boards.  He  maintained  that  the 
principle  adopted  in  the  Common  Poor 
Fund  with  regard  to  the  relief  of  the  poor 
should  be  applied  in  this  Bill  with  regard 
to  road  making  and  sanitary  arrange* 
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ments,  and  observed  it  was  a  remarkable 
fact  that  several  districts  that  now  had 
to  pay  under  the  Metropolitan  Common 
Poor  Fund  would  receive  under  the 
scheme  of  the  Bill.  For  instance,  Is- 
lington, which  now  paid  £14,000  in  aid 
of  this  Common  Poor  Fund»  was,  under 
the  scheme  of  the  Government,  to 
receive  £21,000  in  aid  of  local  taxa- 
tion. It  was  obvious,  therefore,  that 
this  proposal  of  the  Government 
could  not  be  described  as  an  extension 
of  the  Common  Poor  Fund,  because  it  went 
in  many  districts  totally  against  it. 
Some  of  the  poorer  districts  in  London 
had  institutions  which  were  not  in  their 
own,  but  in  other  districts.  Take  the 
parish  of  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  great  portion  of 
their  paupers  were  in  the  parish  of 
Chelsea. 

♦Sir  C.  W.  DILKE  (Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean)  :  The  workhouse  is  in  the 
parish  of  St.  George's  ;  it  is  under  their 
own  control. 

Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  expressed 
the  opinion  that  his  statement  would  be 
found  to  be  correct,  and,  if  so,  could 
there  be  a  greater  anomaly  than  that 
the  parish  of  St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square,  having  to  pay  for  their  paupers 
residing  in  the  parish  of  Chelsea,  that 
these  paupers  should  be  counted  in  the 
population  of  Chelsea,  and  the  parish  of 
St.  George's  should  not  only  have  to 
maintain  the  paupers  in  their  particular 
buildings,  but  should  then  have  to  pay 
the  parish  of  Chelsea  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  paupers  being  in  their  district  ?  There 
seemed  to  him  a  subtle  element  of  irony 
in  the  suggestion,  which  only  those  who 
had  thought  the  question  over  could 
thoroughly  appreciate.  He  would  like 
to  point  out  that  there  were  several 
parishes  in  London — such  as  St.  James's 
— which  had  to  spend  large  sums  in  the 
maintenance  of  roads,  because  these 
roads,  owing  to  their  situation,  were  used 
not  only  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district 
but  by  the  people  of  Loudon  generally  ; 
and  it  was  manifestly  unfair  that  if  their 
rating  was  low  these  very  ratepayers  in 
these  districts  should  have  to  pay  in  aid 
of  outside  parishes  who  had  no  such  ex- 
penditure with  regard  to  roads.  There 
were  certain  parishes  in  London,  snch  as 
the  riverside  parishes,  where  the  day 
population  was  much  larger  than  the 
night  population.  He  contended  that 
the  day  population   had   much  greater 
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Tequiremeots  than  the  night  population.  [ 
The  day  population  required  the  cleausiug  • 
of  the  8treeta»  the  maiuteuance  of  the  ! 
roads,  and  ah^olute  sanitation,  and  as  they  I 
did  not  return  to  their  homes  till  8 
or  9  o'clock  at  night  they  required, 
especially  during  the  winter  months, 
efficient  lighting  of  the  streets.  There- 
fore, hy  dealing  with  this  question  solely 
on  the  hasis  of  population,  it  would  not 
only  hit  the  City  very  badly,  but  also 
a  vast  number  of  poorer  parishes,  espe- 
cially in  the  East  Eqd  of  London,  where 
a  large  nupaber  of  workmen  were  em*- 
ployed  during  the  day,  but  slept  elsewhere 
at  night.  His  greatest  objection  to  the 
Bill  was  that  it  provided  for  no  control 
whatever  over  the  expenditure  of  the 
grants  from  the  equalisation  fund  similar 
to  the  check  wbich  was  placed  on  Boards 
of  Guardians  receiving  contributions  from 
the  Metropolitan  Common  Poor  Fund  or 
otherwise.  For  years  past  the  Local 
Authorities  in  London  had  been  obliged 
to  send  in  to  the  Local  Government,  Board 
Taxation  Heturus  in  which  was  given 
from  time  to  time  the  amount  of 
their  average  expenditure.  He  ven- 
tured to  say  that  if  these  Returns 
were  carefully  investigated  by  a 
strong  Parliamentary  Committee  a 
standard  might  be  devised  by  which  each 
area  would  receive  an  adequate  amount 
from  the  common  fund  for  sanitary  pur* 
poses.  In  the  case  of  Local  Authorities 
in  London,  the  County  Council,  no  doubf, 
had  some  authority ;  they  could,  for 
instance,  examine  all  the  loans  proposed 
by  them ;  but  when  the  argument  was 
adduced  that  one  district  had  spent  Gs. 
or  7s.  in  the  £1  and  another  only  4si.  or  os., 
he  thought  they  ought  to  examine  bow 
much  public  work  had  been  done  in 
the  one  district  and  in  the  other,  for 
very  likely  in  the  latter  district  the  rate- 
payers had  not  expended  large  amounts 
in  the  luxury  of  a  new  town  hall,  electric 
lighting,  and  other  things  that  the  other 
districts  had  indulged  in.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  under  the  proposed  scheme  the 
district  that  had  been  economieal,  and 
had  done  its  best  to  keep  its  rates  down, 
would  be  made  to  pay  for  the  extrava- 
gance of  another  part  of  the  Metropolis, 
They  did  not  know  exactly  in  this 
matter  whether  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  take  into  consideration  at  some 
future  stage  of  the  Bill  the  actual  work 
that  had  been  done  in  the  district  or 
whether  they  did  not.     The  Government 


based  their  proposals  mainly  on  the 
question  of  population,  and  what  would 
be  the  result  of  that  ?  He  feared  that  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  causing  people 
to  crowd  into  districts  like  Islington, 
which  was  already  overcrowded,  where 
the  rates  were  lower  than  elsewhere  in 
the  Metropolie,  with  the  result  that  over- 
crowding would  be  intensified,  and  this, 
of  course,  would  1x5  contrary  to  the  true 
principles  of  sanitation.  They  had 
recently  had  some  knowledge  of  a  fearful 
plague  id  Hong  Kong — a  place  he  had 
visited  more  than  once.  That  scourge 
was  due  simply  to  the  population  being 
too  crowded  together.  The  streets  were 
too  narrow  and  the  people  were  herded 
together  in  such  a  way  that  no  proper 
sanitary  work  could  be  done.  If  they 
based  the  Bill  upon  population  they  ran 
the  risk  of  making  some  of  the  districts 
of  London  more  overcrowded  than  they 
were  at  present.  He  had  ventured  to 
prepare  some  Amendments  which  he 
would  move  if  the  Bill  passed  the  Second 
Reading.  He  would  suggest  that  the 
lines  upon  which  they  should  proceed  in 
this  matter  should  be  that  an  equal  charge 
should  be  put  upon  all  ratepayers  in  Lou- 
don for  similar  services  rendered  by  the 
Local  Authority,  taking  into  account  the 
work  they  had  done  and  the  work  they 
ought  to  do  in  connection  with  the 
removal  of  dust,  scavenging,  painting, 
lighting,  and  the  supervision  of  thi» 
work  of  sanitation.  This  Bill,  though 
it  professed  to  be  a  Bill  to  take 
money  away  from  the  wealthy  part, 
of  London  and  give  it  to  the  poorer, 
did  not  altogether  do  that.  He  would  ask 
tha  right  lion.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
maiutained  that  Islington  was  a  poorer 
district  than  Bermondsey  or  Fulham  or 
Rotherhithe  ?  What  would  happen  after 
the  Bill  became  law  ?  Why,  Isliu^ton 
would  only  have  to  pay  46.  11^4^ 
whereas  Bermondsey  would  have  to  pay 
Ts.,  or  2s.  more.  Fulham — in  which  there 
were  a  large  number  of  poor — would 
have  to  pay  t)s.  6d.,  and  Rotherhithe 
6s.  8d.  He  maintained  that  Bermoudsey^ 
Fulham,  and  Rotherhithe  needed  a  greater 
measure  of  relief  than  the,  comparatively, 
speaking,  wealthy  district  of  Islington* 
He  had  asked  the  question,  and  he  had 
been  unable  to  solve  it  in  his  mind,  why 
the  Government  had  brought  in  a  BilL 
Could  it  be  that  they  simply  desired  to 
put  it  before  Members,  to  have  it  discussed 
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in  a  perfunctory  way,  and  then  to  drop  it 
after  the  Second  Reading,  as  they  had 
dropped' other  measures?  Their  object 
in  that  case  could  only  be  to  secure  votes 
in  some  of  the  districts  of  London.  The 
system  the  Government  proposed  would 
be  so  little  under  the  control  of  a  Central 
Authority  that  he  believed,  if  it  were 
adopted,  it  would  cause  extravagance  all 
over  London.  He  could  scarcely  believe 
that  the  Government  had  brought  in  the 
Bill  as  a  bribe  to  certain  districts  in  the 
Metropolis  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
Party  support ;  but  he  could  not  help  per- 
ceiving that  they  were  very  willing  to 
transfer  money  from  one  class  of  people 
to  another,  as  was  shown  not  only  by  this 
Bill,  but  by  the  Evicted  Tenants'  Bill. 
Although  his  constituents  would  be 
benefited  nominally  by  the  Bill — and  the 
benefit  would  only  be  nominal,  for  though 
St.  Pancras  would  gain  Id.  in  the  £1 
after  the  first  year,  it  would  lose  2d.  or 
3d.  on  the  general  aggregation  of  rates — 
yet  he  could  not  see  his  way  to  accept 
that  benefit  unless  it  was  given  in  a  fair 
and  equitable  way.  If  such  an  equalisation 
scheme  as  he  had  ventured  to  suggest — 
a  scheme  by  which  the  actual  work  done 
in  the  district  and  the  actual  requirements 
were  taken  into  consideration  —  were 
adopted,  he  thought  that  much  better 
results  would  be  attained.  He  looked  at 
the  matter  not  from  a  local,  but  from  a 
Metropolitan  point  of  view,  and  he  con- 
tended that  the  present  scheme,  based  as 
it  was  solely  on  population,  was  in- 
equitable and  unjust,  and  would  prove 
completely  unworkable. 

•Mr.  W.  SAUNDERS  (Newington, 
Walworth)  said,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  introduced  the  Bill  had  in- 
formed them  that  he  did  so  in  consequene 
of  the  Resolution  passed  by  the  House 
in  February  last  year  proposing  or  urging 
on  the  House  the  necessity  of  making 
provision  for  the  equalisation  of  rates  in 
London.  This  Bill  did  not  give  effect 
to  that  Resolution.  Only  in  a  small 
degree  would  it  operate,  and  in  no  degree 
did  it  recognise  those  important  causes 
which  brought  about  an  inequality  of 
rating  from  which  so  much  injustice  and 
suffering  arose  to  the  industrial  classes 
of  London.  The  action  of  the  Bill  was 
limited  to  areas  and  amounts,  and 
it  did  not  apply  to  those  more 
important  inequalities  Vhich  arose 
from  various  causes,  one  of^"  which  was 
inequality  in  the  method  of  assessment. 

Mr.  B.  G.  Webster 
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The  method  of  assessment  varied  in  dif- 
ferent localities,  and  inquiries  that  had 
been  made  by  the  County  Council  showed 
that  throughout  the  Metropolitan  area 
there  was  a  great  tendency  to  undervalue 
large  properties.  These  large  properties 
were  under  valued  to  the  extent  of  at  least 
£2,000,000,  and  the  ratepayers  of  London 
lost  £500,000  per  annum  from  that  cir- 
cumstance alone.  Surely  a  Bill  which  did 
not  take  such  an  important  circumstance 
into  account  could  scarcely  be  regarded 
as  carrying  out  the  Resolution  of  the 
House.  The  inequalities  applied  to  all 
areas,  and  the  mere  shifting  of  the  rate  from 
one  area  to  another  would  not  in  any  way 
lead  to  an  adjustment  of  the  most  serious 
inequalities.  If  the  House  had  resolved 
that  it  was  necessary  to  make  provision 
for  the  purification  of  the  Thames  it 
would  not  have  been  suflBcent  merely  to 
introduce  a  Bill  which  would  provide  for 
the  taking  up  of  a  spoonful  of  mud  from 
the  lower  part  of  the  Thames,  and  carry- 
ing it  to  the  upper  part.  Such,  how- 
ever, was  practically  what  this  Bill  did. 
In  the  district  in  which  he  lived  the  in- 
equalities of  assessment  were  amazing. 
Where  a  mansion  wUs  surrounded  by  10 
acres  of  land,  those  10  acres  would  be 
rated  at  £4  an  acre,  but  the  land  adjoin- 
ing the  house  of  a  tradesman,  surrounded 
by  one  acre  only,  would  be  rated  at  £80. 
When  these  large  properties  came  into 
the  market  and  artizans'  dwellings  were 
built  upon  them  the  rating  immediately 
went  up  from  £4  to  £80  an  acre.  These 
were  the  inequalities  to  which  he  wished 
the  Government  had  addressed  themselves. 
The  present  method  of  taxation  not  only 
imposed  upon  the  ratepayers  the  whole 
burden  of  the  cost  of  improvements,  but 
compelled  them  to  pay  in  rent  of  land  the 
value  which  these  improvements  created. 
Some  time  ago  the  County  Council  es- 
tablished a  free  ferry  at  Woolwich  ;  that 
ferry  was  maintained  at  the  expense  of 
the  ratepayers,  and  the  result  of  its 
establishment  was  a  large  increase  in  the 
value  of  the  neighbouring  land.  The 
County  Council  afterwards  required  II 
acres  of  land  near  the  ferry  for  the  pur- 
pose of  an  open  space,  and  they  had 
to  pay  £5,500  more  for  that  land,  because 
they  had  established  the  free  ferry.  The 
ratepayers  of  London,  therefore,  had  first 
of  all  to  pay  the  full  cost  of  improve- 
ments to  the  rate  collector,  and  then  they 
had  to  pay  to  the  rent  collector  the  value 
which   they  added  to  land.    The  rates 
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in  London  amounted  to  something  like 
£8,000,000  per  annnm.  Without  the 
expenditure  of  those  rates  for  the  pur- 
pose of  improvements  and  maintenance 
there  would  be  no  value  in  the  land  of 
London ;  and  jet,  in  addition  to  paying 
£8,000,000  in  rates  which  created  the 
value  of  the  land,  the  ratepayers  had  to 
pay  £18,000,000  annually  in  land  rent. 
Surely  it  was  inadequate  to  present  to 
the  House  a  Bill  which  merely  trans- 
ferred from  one  district  to  another  a  few 
pounds  annually  of  the  large  amount 
paid,  and  left  the  incidence  of  taxa- 
tion precisely  as  it  was  now.  The 
County  Council  had  urged  upon  the 
Government  the  absolute  necessity  oi 
taxing  the  value  of  land,  which  was 
of  far  greater  importance  than  the 
mere  distribution  of  rates  according  to 
populatiou.  The  Government  had 
pledged  themselves — and  he  thought 
that  without  that  pledge  they  certainly 
would  never  have  attained  power — to 
the  taxation  of  those  values  which  were 
created  and  improved  by  the  expenditure 
of  the  rates.  Until  this  was  done  there 
could  be  no  pretence  that  there  was  any« 
thing  like  equalisation  of  rates  through- 
out Loudon.  If  a  park  were  opened  and 
people  wished  to  live  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  park,  although  they  had 
already  fully  paid  the  cost  of  providing  it, 
they  found  they  had  to  pay  an  additional 
£5  or  £10  a  year  for  a  small  house  or 
perhaps  £20  or  £30  a  year  for  a  larger 
house  because  of  the  outlay  they,  as 
ratepayers,  had  made  upon  the  park.  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  Midlothian  (Mr. 
W.  E.  Gladstone)  said  in  reference  to 
the  Thames  Embankment  that  the 
tradesmen  and  working  men  of  London 
had  paid  for  that  improvement,  but  that 
the  landlords  of  London  had  benefited 
by  it,  and  that  the  landlords  of  London 
ought  to  have  paid  for  it.  He  extremely  re- 
gretted that  he  had  not  had  the  full  oppor- 
tunity afforded  to  him  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment his  cordial  support  in  reference  to 
taxation.  He  thought  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  Bill  was  intended  to  give  the 
idea  that  something  had  been  done  to- 
wards the  fulfilment  of  the  Government 
promises  of  the  adjustment  of  taxation. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Bill  did  not 
make  the  slightest  approach  towards  the 
fulfilment  of  those  promises,  as  it  did  not 
alter  the  incidence  of  taxation  in  the 
slightest  degree.  The  Bill  altered  the 
distribution  of  taxation  in  an  iuifinitesimal 


degree,  but  this  did  not  in  any  way 
fulfil  the  promises  of  the  Government. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  a  further  opportunity 
of  fulfilling  their  pledges.  They  .had 
already  had  unlimited  opportunities  of 
doing  so. ,  No  one  oould  deny  that  the 
equalisation  of  rates  throughout  London 
and  the  adjustment  of  taxation  were  the 
topics  that  occupied  the  minds  of  the 
electors  during  the  last  election,  and  he 
felt  certain  that  the  present  Government 
would  never  have  been  placed  in  power 
if  it  had  not  been  for  these  pledges.  This 
Bill  did  not  in  the  slightest  degree  ap- 
proach that.  The  claim  they  had  always 
had  on  the  Government  for  an  adjust- 
ment of  taxation  and  an  equalisation  of 
rates  would  be  the  same  after  the  Bill 
was  passed  as  it  was  now.  Unless  the 
House  kept  that  in  mind  this  Bill  would 
prove  an  injury  to  London  rather  than  a 
benefit.  He  trusted  that  the  electors 
and  the  Government  would  see  that  the 
fulfilment  of  Ministerial  pledges  in  refer- 
ence to  taxation  was  a  matter  of  absolute 
necessity,  as  far  as  the  ratepayers  of 
London  were  concerned.  He  hoped  that 
the  Government  would  give  him  and 
others  who  desired  to  do  so  an  oppor- 
tunity of  supporting  them  in  an  attempt 
to  carry  out  their  promises. 

•Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  (West- 
minster) said,  he  hoped  he  would  not  be 
accused  of  arguing  this  matter  upon  any 
local  or  individual  basis  if  he  made  one  or 
two  references  to  the  constituency  which 
be  represented,  and  which  he  might  be  par- 
doned for  considering  the  most  intelligent 
and  enlightened  in  the  Metropolis.  At 
any  rate,  it  was  one  towards  which,  he 
believed.  Members  of  the  House  might 
entertain  some  tender  feelings,  as  they 
spent  so  many  happy  hours  within  its 
precincts.  He  only  desired  to  refer  to 
the  district  of  Westminster  as  entirely 
destroying  any  idea  that  the  basis  of  the 
Bill,  or  the  result  of  it,  was  to  make  a 
rich  district  contribute  in  aid  of  poor 
districts.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  brought  in  the  Bill  included  West- 
minster amongst  the  rich  districts,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Burdett-Coutts)  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  knowledge 
of  the  constituency  must  have  been  con- 
fined to  walking  down  Victoria  Street. 
If  he  had  extended  his  peregrinations 
between  that  thoroughfare  and  the  river 
he  would  have  found  a  great  number 
of    very  poor    people  with  whom  the 
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strnggle  for  existence  was  iae  keen  as  in 
any  part  of  the  Metropolis^  and  who  would  i 
not  be  able  to  get  over  the  cardinal  I 
feature  of  the  Bill,  which  he  himself  | 
(Mr.  Burdett-Coutts)  could  not  get  over  i 
— namely,  that  each  one  of  these  poor  | 
and  struggling  people  would  have  to  paj 


2^d. 


m 


the    £1    extra    rating,   which 


would  go  to  relieve  better^to-do  people  j 
in  Islington,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  ! 
Metropolis.       He    opposed     this     Bill,  | 
because   he   considered   it   a  verj   bad,  . 
unfair,  and  unjust  Bill,  and  he  believed  I 
sufficient    criticism     had     been    passed  ; 
in    the     House,    since    the     Bill     was 
introduced   yesterday,   to    establish  this 
proposition  very  amply  and  fully.     He 
did  not  pi-opose  to  go  over  the  various 
poiutsof  weakuess  or  injustice  which  had 
been  made  very  apparent  in  the  course 
of  debate.     It  wasl-extremely  difficult  at ! 
this  period  of   the  Debate  to  say  any-  | 
thing  that  had  not  already  been  said  ;  ; 
but  there  were  one  or  two  points  which,  he  j 
believed,  had  not  been  brought  before  the 
attention  of  the  House.     The  Bill  was, 
of  course,  founded  on  the  hypothesis  that  ' 
there  were  in^ecjualities  in  the  local  rates.  I 
It  seemed  to  him  that  before  that  propo-  | 
sition  could  be  properly  established  they  I 
required   a   re-valuatiou  of  property   in  | 
London.     Taking  the  existing  state  of  i 
things      in      regard      to     valuation,     it  ' 
was     unfortunate     to     have     this    Bill  | 
brought      iu      a      year      before,      and  I 
not   after,   the   quinqtennial    valuation. 
But  apart  from  that,  it  seemed  to  him  a 
more   complete,  a  more  uniform,  system 
of     assessment     was    urgently     needed 
throughout   London,  and  until  they  ob- 
tained some  such  system  it  was  impos- 
sible to  find  out  what  the  real  burden  of 
taxation  upon  any  particular  district  was. 
He  (Mr.  Burdett-Coutts)  would  favour 
an  Amendment  (which  he  was  quite  sure 
the  right  hou.  Gentleman  who  brought  iu 
the    Bill    would   not   accept)    that   the 
operation'  of  the  Bill  should  be  postponed 
until  some  such  uniform  system  of  assess- 
ment in    London    had  been  established. 
Moreover,  iu  any  measure  of  equalisation 
the  amount  of  ^the  local  rate  and  especially 
of  the  local  det^t  shoikld  be  taken  into 
consideration.'    IH^  welik  point  in   the 
present   Bill   was  that  neither  of  these 
were  considered.      A  parish  might  have 
a  rate  of  ^Os.  in  the  £%  and  a  debt  of 
£1,000,000  sterling ;  but  unless  its  popular 
tion  was  greater  ahd  moreoense  than  the"^, 
papulation  of 'neighbouring  Nparishes,  it 

Mr.  BurdeU-Coutis  \ 


would  receive  no  relief.  If  financial 
relief  was  to  be  given  to  any  parishes  it 
should  be  given  to  those  where  the 
expenditure  was  large,  the  rate  high,  and 
the  debt  considerable,  and  not  to  those  in 
which  one  could  count  most  heads. 
There  was  another  point  of  great  import* 
ance  with  regard  to  the  Census  if  the 
basis  of  population,  which  was  the  worst 
conceivable,  was  to  be  taken.  In  com- 
mon fairness  there  should  be  a  special 
census  for  London  for  the  purposes  of 
dealing  with  this  question,  and  it  should 
not  be  a  night  census,  at  least  iii  tho 
ceutral  parishes.  The  last  Census  was 
taken  upon  a  holiday,  and  was  altogether 
misleading  so  far  as  the  West  End  was 
concerned.  For  instance,  the  parishes  of 
St.  Margaret  and  St.  John  had  a  popu- 
lation nominally  of  o5,<XX)  to  provide 
sanitation  and  roads  for.  The  real 
population  for  which  they  had  to  provide 
was  more  than  100,000.  These  figures 
had  been  carefully  computed,  and  it  seined 
to  him  (Mr.  Burdett-Coutts)  very  unfair 
that  the  provision  for  relief  in  this  Bill 
should  rest  upon  such  an  unsound  basis. 
Of  course,  the  City  supplied  a  still  more 
glaring  instance  of  this  unfair  computation. 
There  was  another  point  in  connection 
with  this  question  of  population.  The 
Census  took  place  every  10  years.  The 
rating  was,  of  course,  altered  every  year. 
Now,  it  was  quite  possible  that  a  parish 
which  was  now  overcrowded  might  greatly 
alter  and  decrease  in  population,  and  yet 
the  fact  would  not  be  established,  as  4>ear- 
ing  upon  the  relief  given  by  this  Bill, 
uutil  eight  or  uine  years  had  passed  over. 
He  did  not  want  to  trouble  the  House  with 
mere  theories.  He  would  state  a  fact. 
In  Westminster,  the  site  of  Millbank  was 
to  be  devoted  to  the  erection  of  model 
lodging-houses,  barracks,  &c.  This 
would  mean  an  increase  to  the  population 
of  Westminster  of  from  4,000  to  5,000 
souls.  This  increase  would  not  be  taken 
into  account  until  the  year  1901  ;  but 
every  year  the  rateable  value  in  West- 
minister increased  by  £20,000  a  year. 
Therefore,  while  Westminster  (which  he 
only  mentioned  for  the  purpose  of  illus* 
tration)  was  deprived  of  the  aids  to  which 
it  would  be  entitled  by  reason  of  the 
increase  of  population,  it  would  be 
mulcted  on  its  increased  rating  mdre  and 
more  every  year  in  sums  which  would  be 
given  to  parishes  whose  populatioas 
might  be  decreltsiug,  and  whci^e  the  need 
ight  be  much  less  than  in  the  ptorish  <^ 
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district  from  which  the  money  came.  He 
thought  that,  for  the  purposes  of  this  Bill| 
a  Census  should  be  taken  evety  year. 
He  believed  the  whole  principle  of  the 
Bill  was  a    bad    pne.       It  seemed  to 
him   local    government    was  only   con- 
ducted with    economy,     because  those 
who  spent  the,  money  were  responsible 
to   those    who    found    it.       This     Bill 
violated  this  cardinal  principal  of  local 
government.     He  (Mr,  Burdett-Coutts) 
could  suggest  to  the  right  hPQ*  Gentle- 
man who  introduced  this  Bill  one  or  two 
ways  in  whjch  the  Governmdnt  might 
have  rendered  good  service  to  the  rate- 
payers without  introducing  a  scheme  so 
full  of  unfairness  and  injustice*     They 
might  have  given  to  London  the  £166,000 
on  account    of  Probate,  Customs,   ^nd 
Excise  Duties,  and  £6,0Q0  on  account  of 
criminal  jurisdiction,  which  Mr.  Gomme, 
the  statistician  of  the  London  County 
Council,  had  estimated  London  was  en- 
titled to  receive.     This  would  have  gone 
far  toward  raising  the  sum  of  £200,000 
provided  by  this  august  Bill.     He  (Mr.. 
Burdett-Coutts)  would  venture  to  si^gest 
another  method.     It  might  possibly  be 
said    this    method    wpuld     bear    more 
favourably  toward  the  district  he  repre- 
sented than  to  war  .1  any  other.      But  it 
might  be  news  to  some  hon.   Members 
that  Government  property  was  rated  in 
an  entirely   different  manner  from  pro- 
perty   in    the    occupation    of    ordinary 
tenants.     For   instance,  the  value  upon 
which  the  Government  contributed  to  the 
rates  of  Westminster  was  £53,000,  but 
the  value  of    their    property    was  over 
£200,000.      He   would   give   a  special 
illustration   of    this   under-valuation   of 
Government  property.     On  one  side  of 
Bridge  Street   (the   Government  side), 
Goyernment    property    was    valued    at 
£300    an     acre,    and   private    property 
on    the    other    side    at    tho     rate     of 
£17,000  an  acre.       That  was    an    ex- 
traordinary  difference.      The    Treasury 
buildings  in  Whitehall  were  paying  on  a 
value  of  £4,600,   whereas   the   County 
Council  valuer  had  estimated  the  value 
of  the  site  alone,  as  distinct  from  the 
buildings,  at  more  than  double  that  sum. 
Surely  the  Government  might  turn  their 
attention  to  the  need  of  some  readjust- 
ment of  the  principle  on  which  they  paid 
rates  on  their  own  property.     The  whole 
principle     of     the     Bill,    he     repeated, 
appeared  to   him   to  be   destrnctive   of 
the  real  principle  of  local  government. 


Loc^l  government,  so  far  as  he  under- 
stood it,  implied  the  raising  of  money 
from  a  certain  set  of  individuals  to  be  ex- 
pended   for  the  benefit  of  those  indi- 
viduals, and  by  representatives  who  were 
responsible  to  those  individuals.     If,  on 
the  one  hand,  they  took  money  which 
was  contributed  by  certain  people  out  of 
the  contrpl  of  those  people,  and  if,  on  the 
other  baud,  they  placed  in  the  hands  of 
a  Local  Authority  money  which  had  been 
contributed  from  a  source  to  which  they 
were  not  responsible,  they  seemed  to  be 
violating  the  cardinal  principle  of  local  go* 
vernment.    He  (Mr^  Burdett-Coutts)  en- 
vied^ hon.  Members  who,  representing  con- 
stituencies and  district3  which  would  re- 
ceive a  benefit  under  this  Bill,  had  been 
able   tQ  get  up  and   oppose   the    Bill. 
These  oppor|;unities  of  heroic  self-sacrifice 
betfore  ^n  appreciative  audience  were  so 
rare  and  so  attractive   that  he   would 
gladly  h^ve  supported  the  BUI — although 
he    represented,  a    district    which    was 
heavily  mulcted  by  it — if  it  had  been  a 
fair  and  just  Bill.     But  hp  was  strongly 
opposed  to  it,  because  he  considered  it 
unfair  and  unjust,  and  a  Bill,  he  could 
not  help  thinking,  that  had  been  brought 
forward  for  other  purposes  than  those  of 
the  relief  of  the  ratepayers  of  London. 
•Sir  J.  BLUNDELL  MAPLE  (Cam- 
berwell,     Dulwicb)     said,     he     agreed 
entirely  with  the  last  speaker  that  this 
was  a  useless  BiU  in  dealing  with  the 
taxation  of  London.     Though  his  con- 
stituency  would    receive     one    of     the 
largest  sums  of  money  under  the  pro- 
posal,  the    scheme  was,  in  his  opinion, 
altogether  wrong,  and  the  gauge  to  be 
used  for  estimating  the  proportion  of  the 
grant  tp  be  made  to  the  different  districts 
was  one  that  ought  never  to  have  been 
adopted.     What  had  the  number  of  the 
population   of  a  district  to  do  with  the 
question    of    the    maintenance    of    the 
streets,  and  such  matters  as  lighting  and 
paving*     They  were  told  that  there  was 
no  other  gauge  by  which   to  arrive   at 
the   proper  amounts  to  be  received   by 
each  district*     It  was  certainly  time  that 
they  should  have  a  better  equalisation  of 
rates,  and  he  had  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
posal that     a  common   fund  should  be 
formed    out    of    which    to    defray  the 
sanitary,  lighting,  and  paving  expenses 
of  the  Metropolis.   .  The  proposed  rate  of 
6d.  in  the  £1.  was  not  unreasonable,  nor 
wpuld  the  fund  thus  formed  be  any  too 
large  fpr  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  to 
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be  applied.  There  were  other  means  by 
which  the  desired  object  of  the  Bill  could 
have  been  carried  out.  A  very  simple 
way  of  arriving  at  the  amount  to  be 
received  by  the  different  parishes  would 
be  to  take  the  returns  of  each  parish  of 
the  amount  expended  respectively  on 
sanitary  work  during  the  last  12 
months.  The  figures  so  obtained  could 
be  treated  as  the  basis  upon  which  grants 
should  be  made.  A  sum  could  then 
fairly  be  allotted  from  the  main  fund  to 
the  districts  thus  shown  as  needing 
the  grant,  and  any  adjustment  that 
might  afterwards  be  necessary  could 
be  made  at  the  quinquennial  valua- 
tion. The  Bill  was  evidently  brought 
forward  to  help  some  parishes  which 
were  suffering  a  good  deal  from 
the  rapid  increase  in  their  rates,  and  no 
doubt  a  more  equal  distribution  of  the 
burdens  of  London  was  necessary.  No 
reason,  however,  had  been  brought  for- 
ward by  the  Government  to  show  the 
necessity  of  at  once  proceeding  to 
equalise  the  rates,  and  it  would  best  per- 
form its  duty  byre-organising  the  taxation 
of  London.  This  was  clearly  a  ^* haste" 
Bill.  If  the  plan  he  had  suggested  was 
adopted,  an  Instruction  could  be  given  to 
the  Committee  to  distribute  the  fund  in 
proportion  to  the  cost  for  sanitary  work 
that  had  been  incurred  by  each  parish 
that  could  claim  it  for  the  year  ending 
April  6,  1894.  No  extra  cost  would  be 
incurred  under  that  plan,  and  a  far  more 
just  distribution  would  really  be  made 
than  could  be  the  case  if  the  distribution 
were  made  on  the  proposed  population 
basis.  A  readjustment  could  be  made 
every  five  years.  There  would  be  more 
sense  in  that  arrangement  than  in  the 
proposal  of  the  Bill,  which  did  not  pro- 
vide for  a  census  being  taken  for  the 
purposes  of  estimating  the  grant,  and 
therefore  it  would  have  to  be  calculated 
on  tlie  out-of-date  returns  of  the  Census 
of  1891.  Nothing  improved  the  value 
of  property  in  a  neighbourhood  more 
than  a  peifect  system  of  lighting  and 
paving,  and  whatever  sum  was  spent  in 
that  way  by  the  Local  Authorities  was  got 
back  again  by  the  increase  in  the  rates 
which  the  enhanced  value  of  the  pro- 
perty gave.  In  1881  the  number  of 
persons  who  slept  in  th^  City  of  London 
was  returned  at  50,000;  in  1891  that 
number  had  fallen  to  37,()00.  Surely  no 
one  could  argue  for  a  moment  that  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  streets  of  London 
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was  less  now  than  it  was  10  years  ago, 
and  yet  the  City  was  to  receive  a  quarter 
less.  Therefore,  it  seemed  to  him  that 
to  base  the  proportion  of  the  fund  on  the 
returns  of  the  persons  who  slept  in  a 
particular  district  was  absurd.  That 
fallacy  was  equally  obvious  when  the 
test  was  applied  to  outlying  parishes, 
where  the  major  part  of  the  working 
population  left  in  the  day  to  attend  to 
their  business,  for  it  certainly  could  not 
be  said  that  their  return  home  in  the 
evening  materially  increased  the  cost  of 
maintaining  the  streets.  If  the  test  he 
had  suggested  was  substituted  for  that  of 
population,  then  he  thought  that  not 
only  would  the  Bill  be  a  useful  one  to 
Londoners,  but  that  the  scope  of  the 
Bill  should  be  extended  so  as  to  deal 
directly  with  the  whole  expenditure  of 
the  rates.  Members  on  that  side  of  the 
House  hoped  that  when  the  Government 
brought  in  a  Bill  dealing  with  the 
question,  it  would  have  been  a  practical 
measure  that  they  could  have  supported 
on  its  merits,  instead  of  the  present 
absurd  proposal,  which  seemed  to  have 
been  framed  solely  to  please  certain 
members  of  the  London  County  Council, 
whose  constituencies  would  considerably 
benefit  by  this  particular  method  of  cal- 
culation. The  idea  of  equalisation  of 
rates  had  been  accepted  on  that  side  of 
the  House,  and  he  had  not  heard  of 
a  single  Member  of  the  Party  to  which 
he  belonged  who  did  not  acknowledge 
that  something  should  be  done  in  that 
direction  ;  but  all  were  agreed  that  the 
subject  was  one  that  should  be  carefully 
considered,  and  those  who  had  spoken 
against  the  Bill  had  done  so  because 
they  felt  that  the  measure  would  in  no 
way  meet  the  difficulty.  It  would,  in 
fact,  make  things  wor6e  than  they  were 
at  present.  He  was  surprised  that  a  Go- 
vernment that  boasted  so  much  about 
being  trusted  by  the  people  did  not  dare, 
in  return,  to  trust  the  expenditure  of  the 
fund  to  the  London  County  Council,  or 
some  other  important  body,  and  leave  it 
with  them  to  see  that  it  was  honestly 
and  properly  expended.  Unless  an 
assurance  were  given  that  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  alter  some  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill,  he  should  certainly 
vote  against  the  Second  Reading,  because^ 
as  he  had  said,  he  believed  that  the  Bill 
would  do  more  harm  than  good,  and 
would  delay  rather  than  advance  the 
reform  in  the  present  system  of  London 
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rates  which  thej  desired  bo  siacerely 
should  be  carried  out.  He  trusted  that 
the  Partj  to  which  he  belonged  would 
make  it  thoroughly  understood  that  they 
accepted  the  idea  of  the  equalisation  of 
rates,  though  tbej  did  not  believe  in  the 
question  being  properly  dealt  with  by 
such  a  Bill,  which  was  founded  on  a  bad 
gauge  and  an  improper  division  of  the 
money  to  be  devoted  to  these  purpose?. 

Mr,  GOSCHEN  (St.  George's,  Han- 
over Square)  :  A  good  many  references 
have  been  made  to  myself  in  the  course 
of  this  Debate — references  of  a  double 
character.     Allusions  have    been  made 
to  my  being  the  Representative  of  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square,  a  parish  that 
will  have  to  contribute  £30,000  to  the 
proposed  fund,  of  which  £20,000  is  going 
to  be  handed  over  to  Islington  ;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  references   have   been 
made  to  me   as  one  who   has  dealt  in 
former  times   with   the   equalisation  of 
rates^  and  as  one  who  has  claimed   to 
have   been — ^and  who  ventures  to  claim 
that  he  is  still — a  reformer  with  regard  to 
municipal    finance.      If    hon.    Members 
think  that   my  double  capacity  as  Ex- 
President  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  and 
Representative  of  St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square,  places  me  in  a  position  of  difficulty, 
I  can  assure  them  that  that  is  not  the  case. 
To  deal  first  with  the  personal  reference, 
I  may  say  that  I  had  the  honour,  to  pass 
the  Act  of  1869,   which   I   am  glad   to 
think  has  relieved  the  parish  of   Bethnal 
Green  by  2s.  7d.     At  that  time  I  was  a 
Member  for  the  City  of  London,  which 
contributed  a   very   considerable  portion 
of  the  amount  which  was  then  distributed 
among  the  poorer  parishes  in  the  Metro- 
polis.    As  at   the  time  when  I  was   a 
Member  for  the  City  I  was  able  to  view 
the   situation  with  an   open  mind,  so  I 
trust,  as  Member  for  St.  George's,  Han- 
over Square,  I   shall  be  able   to  take  a 
broad  and  open  view  of  this  or  any  at- 
tempt to  reform  municipal  finance.     We 
have  had  in  the  last  two  days   a   novel 
and,  I  think,  a  refreshing  experience.  We 
have  had  a  real  Debate  on  the  question. 
It  has  not  been  a  Debate,  like; too  many 
we  have  had  of  late,  where  the  discus- 
sion has  b^en  mainly  confined  to  one  side. 
But    Members    from    all   parts    of   the 
Metropolis    have    felt  that  here  was   a 
question    in    which  their  constituencies 
were  interested,  and  in  which  their  duty  to 
their  constituents  required  them  to  inter- 
pose.   I  congratulate  the  House  on  that 


fact,  and  on  the  further  fact  that,  though 
in  this  Debate   it   may   have   been   said 
that  wealth  and  poverty  are  opposed  in 
the  consideration  of  the  question,  we  have 
had  no  reproaches  flung  to  and  fro  with 
regard  to  the  selfishness  of  the  one  or  the 
greediness    of   the   other.     Though  we 
have  argued  the  matter  with  reference  to 
the  particular  gain  or  loss  of  particular 
constituencies,  nevertheless  the  question 
of  administration  has   been  kept  to  the 
front   in  the  bulk   of   the  speeches.     I 
hope,  however,  hon.  Members   will   turn 
their  attention    to    this  point — ^that  the 
gain  to  these  constituencies  will  be  a  loss 
to  the  Metropolis,  and  ultimately  to  those 
constituencies  themselves,  unless  the  Bill 
so    hedges    round    the    expenditure    of 
the  further  funds  placed  at  their  disposal 
as    to    secure    increased    efficiency  and 
the     proper    disposal     of     the    money. 
There  is  no  point  in  the  Bill  to  which 
wise   criticism   can   be   more   profitably 
directed.     No  security  whatever  is  taken 
in  the  Bill  to  secure  increased  efficiency 
or  even  to  secure  that  the  money  which 
is   intended   for   purposes   of   sanitation 
should   increase   the   efficiency    of    that 
sanitation.     That  is  a  great  defect  in  the 
Bill.    Now,   Sir,   the  Debates  of  1869 
have  been   referred    to.      In    1869   the 
extension  of  the  principle  of  a  common 
burden  imposed  for  the  metropolitan  poor 
was  carried  out.     It  was   said   that   in 
those  Debates  exactly  the  same  things 
were  said   as  were  being  said   to-day  ; 
but  as  the  responsible  Minister  of  that 
day  I  used  different  language  from  that 
which  is  used  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite.     The  hon.  Member  for  the 
Cirencester  Division  of  Gloucestershire, 
who   made  an  able  speech,  quoted  the 
actual  words  which  I  then  used,  and  the 
word  "  control  "  is  in  the  passage.     The 
word  "  control  "  was  prominent  in  those 
Debates,  because  in  imposing  additional 
burdens    on    the    richer    parts    of    the 
Metropolis     it     was    the     aim    of    the 
Administration   of  the  day — an  aim  in 
which  they  have  been  successful — that 
the  further  burden  placed  on  the  wealthier 
parishes  should  have  the  effect  of  raising 
the   Poor  Law  administration.     I  shall 
have  to  examine  the  Bill  from  that  point 
of  view,  and  to  ask  what  securities  we 
have  in  this  respect  in  the  measures  be- 
fore us.  I  think  it  is  satisfactory  that  there 
has  been  a  general  agreement  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  that  farther  equalisa- 
tion,  properly  carried  out,  is  desirable. 
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There  has  been  no  oppositiou  to  this 
principle  from  any  hon.  Member  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  and  I  am  far  from 
being  an  exception.  I  admit  the  fdct 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  further  equaii- 
sation ;  I  admit  the  fact  that  the  passing 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  imposing 
higher  requirements  as  to  sanitary  affairs, 
has  placed  a  burden  upon  the  poorer 
parishes  of  the  East  End  with  regard  to 
which  they  may  fairly  look  for  some 
assistance.  I  acknowledge  that,  and  I 
acknowledge,  with  other  Members,  that 
the  question  of  the  sanitation  of  London 
is  not  a  local  one  for  any  particular 
district.  Disease  in  any  part  of  the 
Metropolis — in  the  East  End  or  in  the 
poor  parts  of  the  south  side  of  the 
river — is  a  matter  of  Metropolitan  concern; 
therefore,  ab  regards  the  general  objects 
of  further  equalisation  with  regard  to 
sanitation,  I  say,  as  representing  one  of 
the  wealthiest  parishes  of  the  Metropolis, 
that  I  am  with  the  House  in  general  ; 
and  I  am  glad  that  hon.  Members  whose 
constituencies  will  be  hit  by  this  scheme 
have  not  shrunk  from  declaring  that 
they,  too,  will  be  prepared  to  advance  in 
the  direction  indicated-^^f  assisting  the 
poorer  portions  of  the  Metropolis  in 
carrying  out  sanitation,  if  all  such 
securities  are  taken  as  can  be  taken  with 
regard  to  the  case  of  the  Poor  Law.  The 
House  will  see  that  I  have  insisted  on 
control.  It  is  essential  that  we  should 
look  at  the  Bill  from  that  point  of  view, 
and  it  will  be  seen  that  from  that  point 
of  view  it  is  thoroughly  defective.  I 
pass  now  from  the  general  question  to 
the  consideration  of  some  points  raised  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill.  He  devoted  a  considerable  portion 
of  his  speech  to  bringing  before  the  notice 
of  the  House  those  inequalities  in  ratine 
with  which  we  are  all  familiar.  It  is  a<f 
mitted  that  those  inequalities  exist.  In 
86me  parishes  the  rates  reach  beyond  7s., 
and  in  others  they  sink  to  4s.  In  explain- 
ing the  reasons  of  those  inequalities,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  a  point 
which  has  excited  some  interest  in  the 
course  of  the  Debate,  and  that  is  the  un- 
equal valuation  which  he  believes  to 
exist  in  different  parts  of  the  Metropolis. 
Hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
seem  to  h^ve  admitted  that  the  present 
tjystem  of  valuation  is  not  fair,  I  regret 
it  is  pot  perfect,  but  I  can  assure  hon. 
Members  that  the  present  system  of  valua- 
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tion  is  now  perfection  when  it  is  com- 
pared with  the  state  of  things  20  or  25 
years  ago,  when  the  Government  of 
which  I  was  a  Member  passed  a  measure 
affecting  the  valuation  <^  the  Metropolis. 
That  was  an  honest  and,  on  the  whole,  a 
fairly  successful  attempt  to  secure  a 
generally  fair  valuation  of  the  Metropo- 
lis. There  was  one  point  in  the  measure 
which  was  criticised  at  that  tihra ;  the 
surveyor  of  tnxes  was  brought  in,  and  he 
was  to  have  a  voice,  so  that  he  might  be  snre 
that  there  would  be  no  undue  exemption 
with  regard  to  valuation  in  any  parish. 
I  should  have  thought,  considering  that 
surveyors  of  taxes  are  men  of  consider- 
able ability  and  severity,  they  would 
have  seen  that  in  every  parish  the  valua- 
tion had  been  raised  to  the  proper 
height,  and  I  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  holds 
that  so  much  requires  to  be  done. 
But  if  much  has  to  be  done,  then  the 
proposals  for  further  equalisation  of  rates 
should  be  accompanied  by  provisions 
introduced  not  by  the  County  Council  or 
by  a  private  Member,  but  on  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Government,  dealing  with 
valuation  and  securing  that  uniformity 
which  is  essential  if  we  are  to  make  pro- 
gress in  the  direction  of  equalising  the 
rates  in  the  Metropolis.  If  you  wish  to 
do  this,  while  at  the  same  time  holding 
out  the  differences  of  rates  as  they  affect 
the  poor,  you  are  bound  to  remove  all 
imperfections  which  decrease  confidence 
in  the  figure  of  that  rate  per  £1.  If 
valuations  are  imperfect,  of  coiirse  com- 
parisons as  to  the  rates  in  the  £1  are 
useless.  The  second  point  is  this,  How 
far  is  the  apparent  inequality  in  rating 
due  to  the  system  of  compounding  ? 
There,  again,  I  say,  if  there  is  to  be 
further  progress  in  the  direction  of 
equalising  the  rates,  it  will  become  a 
question  for  Metropolitan  Members  to 
consider  whether  that  system  of  com- 
pounding^ should  not  be  so  revised  as  to 
secure  much  greater  uniformity  than  at 
present  exists  in  the  different  parishes. 
I  think  it  is  essential  in  London  to  con- 
tinue the  system  of  compounding  ;  but 
it  cannot  be  right  that  in  two  parishes 
contiguous  to  each  other  allowances  of  a 
totally  different  character  should  be 
granted  to  the  owners  of  property.  Is  it 
not  time,  locking  at  the  periqd  which  has 
passed  since  the  Compounding  Acts  were 
"passed,  to  consider  in  the  interests  of  the 
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parishes  and  of  the  ratepayers  themselres 
whether  the  gam  giren  to  the  owners  is 
not  larger  than  the  risks  which  they  have 
taken  on  their  shoulders  in  the  parishes  ? 
I  do  iK>t  know  whether  the  matter  has 
ever  been   inrestigated  With  regard  to 
the  30  per  cent,  which  has  been  men- 
tioned,  bat  it  would  be  interesting  to 
ascertain  whether  it  is,  in  practice,  worth 
the  while  of  the  parish  to  give  the  pre- 
sent percentage  to    the    landlord  who 
compoands  for  his  rates.     That  is  a  point 
which  deserves    the    attention  of    this 
House.     I  am  bound  to  saj  that  I  am 
astonished  at  the  information  that  has 
reached  rae  upon  this  subject.     Mj  in- 
formation is  to  the  effect  that  in  a  dis- 
trict like  Bethnal  Green  out  of   some 
15,000   houses   13,850  are  compounded 
for,  and  that  in  consequence  the  land- 
lords of  those  compounding  houses  pay 
26  per  oent.  less  rates  than  the  nominal 
amoQut   of  the  rates.     Thus  the  total 
amount  of  the  rates  actually  received  is 
less  by   nearly  one-quarter  than    their 
nominal  amount.     Therefore,  I  want  to 
ask  whether,  in  the  districts  where  com- 
pounding prevails,  will  not  the  owner 
and  not  the  occupier  profit  by  any  relief 
that  is  given  to  the  rates  ?     In  Bromley, 
for  instance,  where  8,000  out  of  9,000 
hoases  receive  an  abatement,  the  actual 
rates  paid  represent  58.  lOd.  in  the  £1, 
instead  of  the  nominal  7s.  in  the  £1    at 
which  the  parish  is  assessed.     Again,  in 
Poplar,  th^  rates  paid  are  less  by  15  per 
cent,  than  the  amount  of  the  assessment. 
I  say  that  to  contrast  the  nominal  amounts 
of  the  rates  of  such  parishes  with  those 
of  the  parishes  in  which  compounding 
does  not  exist  is  to  compare  like  with 
unlike,  and  is  misleading  this   House. 
In    approaching    the    question    of    the 
equalisation    of    the    rates    we     ought 
to  be  careful    to    see  that   both   valua- 
tion and   compounding  are  taken  into 
accoimt.       I      do      not      think      that 
there  can  be  any  difference  of  opinion 
among    hon.    Members    who    represent 
Metropolitan  constituencies  with  regard 
to  the  two  subjects    of    valuation  and 
compounding.     I  now  come  to  another 
question,  which  has  been  suggested  to 
my  mind  bj^  the   consideration  of   the 
principle  of  compounding — it  is  an  old 
question,  which  has  often  been  discussed 
in  this  House — ^I  mean  the  question  of 
who  pays  the  rates.    That  Is  a  question 
wfatcR,  tn  considering  the  subject  of  the 
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equalisation  Of  rates,  cannot  be  put  out 
of  sight.  It  has  been  admitted  by  every 
speaker,  with  one  exception,  that  this  is 
a  Bill  intended  to  relieve  the  ratepayers 
and  not  owners.  But  it  has  been  stated 
generally  on  both  sides  of  the  House  that 
it  is  occupiers  and  not  owners  who  are 
interested  in  the  amount  of  the  rates.  It 
is  now  some  20  years  since  I  contended 
in  this  House  that,  in  parishes  where 
there  is  a  demand  for  house  property,  the 
owner,  even  where  compounding  exists, 
is  able  to  get  from  the  occupier  the  main 
portion  of  any  increase  which  may  be 
made  in  the  jates.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "  ]  I 
hope  when  I  come  to  another  view  of 
this  sabject  by-and*bye  none  of  the 
hon.  Members  who  say  '•  Hear, 
hear**  to  that  proposition  will  en- 
deavour to  slip  away  from  it,  because, 
if  it  be  true  that  the  occupier  pays 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  rates,  it 
is  the  occupier  and  not  the  owner  who 
will  have  to  pay  any  increase  in  the 
rates.  In  that  case  it  is  the  occupier, 
and  not  the  owner,  who  will  have  to  con- 
tribute towards  any  increase  in  the  local 
burdens  of  the  Metn^lis.  This  is  a 
very  serious  matter.  It  is  a  very  poor 
consolation  to  an  occupier  who  is  asked 
to  pay  increased  rates  that,  inasmuch  as 
bis  owner  is  exacting  a  high  rent  from 
him,  he  is  living  in  a  wealthy  parish.  I 
hope  I  have  made  my  point  clear.  It  is 
because  his  rent  is  so  high  that  he  is 
asked  to  pay  higher  rates  in  order  to  re- 
lieve those  whose  rents  are  lower  and 
whose  rates  are,  therefore,  lower.  In 
seeking  to  equalise  rates,  therefore,  if 
great  caution  is  not  exercised  great  in- 
justice may  be  done,  because  those  who 
are  compelled  to  pay  high  rents  may  also 
be  compelled  to  pay  increased  rates,  which 
will  go  to  relieve  those  who  for  the  same 
amount  of  accommodation  pay  lower 
rents  and,  therefore,  lower  rates.  This 
shows  the  difficulty  inherent  in  the  whole 
case.  If  the  principle  of  this  Bill  were 
pressed  too  far  all  the  occupants  of  the 
smaller  class  of  houses  in  the  so-called 
richer  districts  of  the  Metropolis  would 
be  penalised.  In  the  case  of  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square — the  House 
will,  perhaps,  pardon  me  for  introducing 
in  this  discussion  the  case  of  my  own 
constitu«ncy-^there  are  occupiers  who 
are  in  a  worse  position  than  a'  similar  ' 
class  in  any  other  part  of  the  Metro- 
polis.   Out  of  a  total  of   12,300  houses  ' 
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iq  tbftt  district  5,800  i2a,v6  ar^QtiU  below 
£oO  a  jearw  In  Kensinfcton,  out  of 
23,000  teaants,  13,000  ar^  below  £20  in 
value.  A  struggling  tradesmau  who  bi^B 
difficulty  ia  eai:niag«  biis  iiveliliood  pays 
£60  a  year  rent  for  a  house  and  shop  iu 
St.  George^s,  Hanover  Square,  which  he 
would  only  have  to  pay  £46  a  year  for 
ii|  another  part  of  LoE^don.  Although 
Ills  rates  are  nominally  less  thaq  in  othor 
Metropolitan,  dl^trletf^  he  will,  taking 
that  rate  ^t  5s.  in  the  £1,  have^  to  pay 
£15  a  year  in  rates,  whereas  in  another 
district  the  man  whose  rates  are,  si^,  6s* 
iq  the'£l,  and  who  pays  only  £45  a  yeei- 
rent  for  the  same  accommodation,  will 
only  pi^  £12  a  year  for  rates.  £very  hon. 
Member  who  represents  a  Motrppolitau 
constituency  ought  to  bear  thaif aot  in  mind* 
Every  artiasan  or  small  tradesman  who 
lives  in  St.  George's,  Hanaver  Square, 
or  in  Kensington,  will  have  to  pay  heavier 
mtes  under  tbis  Bill  than  similar  olasses 
will  have  to  pay  in  happy  Islington, 
while  they  have  the  disadvaqtiige  of 
paying  a  higher  rent  to  their  owners* 
See  how  that  must  come  home  to  the 
struggling  tradesman  when  he  has  hLs 
rates  raised  4d.  or  5d.  in  the£l,  especially 
when  the  tradesman  in  Islington  gets  a 
reduction  of  3d.  in  his  rates,  and  at  the 
same  time  pays  a  much  lower  rent.  I 
have  ventured  to  call  attention  to  this 
point  not  merely  as  the  Representative  of 
St.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  but  in  the 
general  interest  of  the  Metropolis.  It  is 
our  duty,  while  endeavouring  to  do 
justice,  to  be  extremely  careful  that  we 
do  not  perpetrate  a  new  injustice  in  seek- 
ing to  bring  about  equalisation.  I  now 
turn  to  a  different  point.  We  have  in 
the  past  generally  proceeded  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  equalisation  where  there  was  the 
double  condition  of  a  common  purpose 
and  a  common  necdssity,  and  on  the  other 
side  the  possibility,  of  control  and  security 
against  extravagance.  We  have  gone  iu 
the  direction  of  a  cOouxion  poor  fund, 
or  of  a  common  fund  by  which  the 
poorer  districts  oouldibe  relieved  ;  we  have 
centralised  in  deMing  with  such  matters 
a9  luniKsy,  education,  police,  and  fire 
brigades  ;  but  in  all  those  cases  you  have 
either  got  the  control  of  a  central  autho- 
rity like  the  Local  Governinent  Board, 
or  you  have  a  central  authority  like  the 
Gpuuty  Couneil ;  at  you  have  taken 
preciiKtiotts  that  there  should  be  no  ex- 
cess'by  limitiug'  the  assistanee  of  .the 

Mr.  Goscken 


Poor  Law.  There  is  no  preoedent-^and 
liere  I  tak^  exception  to  the  Bill — where 
there  haS)  been  a  grant  in  aid  unaccom- 
panied by  any  precantions  in  the  Bill  for 
the  scale  of  expenditure,  for  efficimicy,  or, 
in  fact,  for  any  expenditure  at  all. 
Therefore,  I  say  that  I  hesitate  very 
much  to  accept  a  precedent  of  ibis  kind. 
I  now  pass. from  Poor  Law  purposes  to 
municipal  purposes,  and  here  I  fii^d  that 
there  are  three  points  to  cousider  in  con- 
nection with  the.  Bill — the  mode  of  dis- 
tribution, the  purposes  to  which  the 
n^oney  is  to  be  applied,  and  the  authori- 
ties who  administer  it.  All  these  are, 
as  hou.  Members  will  see,  extremely  im- 
portant points.  A  matter  which  has 
been  very  fully  discussed,  and  which 
requires  discussion,  is  whether  the  test 
of  the  population  is  a  fair  test.  The  right 
hoii.  Gentleman  the  Psesideut  ol  the 
Local  Government  Bofu^  has  been  driven 
to  the  population  test  by  his  inability  to 
find  any  other.  I  frankly  admit  that  it 
is  an  extremely  difficult  thitig  to  find  a 
method  of  distribution,  at  once  just,  safe, 
and  wise.  The  late  Government,  when 
they  had  occasion  to  look  into  the  matter, 
examined  the  test  of  population,  and 
were  oouviuqed,with  the  best  means  at 
their  disposal  to  assist  them)  that  the 
test  of  population  would  land  us  in  every 
kind  of  anomaly.  We  did  not,  therefore, 
accept  the  population  test.  This  Debate 
has,  moreover,  proved  conclusively  that, 
whatever  kind  of  test  might  be  applied, 
the  population  test,  taken  by  itself,  n^ust 
break  down.  So  much  has  been  said  on 
the  subject  that  I  will  not  dwell  long  on 
the  question  of  population.  The  hon* 
Member  for  St.  George's-iu-the-£ast 
spoke  of  the  numbers  of  people  who  Jiad 
been  ''thrust  forth  ^'  from  oertaiu. parishes, 
and  he  said  that  my  own  parish  had 
thrust  forth  its  population  to  the  extent 
of  10,000,  while  the  City  had  ''.thrust 
forth'*  13|000;  and  the  ban.  Member 
urged  that. those  districts  which  had  so 
thrust  forth  large  numbers  of  their  popu- 
lation ought  to  be  penaliaed,  I  should 
like  the  House  to  hear  the  state  of  my 
owM  constituency.  The  .Census  ol 
1891',  I  would  remind  the  .House* 
was  taken  on  the  first.  Swdfiy  after 
Daster.  You  could  not  have  had  a  worse 
day  |M  a  test  ,  Many  residents,  were 
away  from  Londo%  not  having  returned 
frpm  their  holidayfi.  Moreoven,  the  larger 
bouses    in  my  district  are  otceufNied  by 
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persotifl  whose  resMence  in  London  is 
chiefljT  confined  to  the  London  season. 
To  base  a  test  updb  that  Census  would 
be  extremely  unjust  to  the  poorer  parish- 
ioners. In  1871  the  population  of  St. 
Greorge's,  Hanover  Square,  was  89,000, 
and  between  that  time  and  1881  it  was 
practically  stationary.  But  in  1891  the 
iignre  was  only  78,000 — an  apparent  de- 
crease of  11,000.  The  medical  officer 
for  the  parish'  states,  however,  that  he 
knows  no  reason  for  believing  that  such 
a  decrease  in  population  has  really  taken 
place.  A  large  number  of  persons  are 
out  of  town  on  a  Sunday,  and,  the  day 
chosen  being  the  Sunday  after  Easter, 
many  of  the  inhabitants  had  not  returned 
from  their  holidays. .  This  shows  the 
danger  of  acceptiiig  the  Census  taken  on 
that  particular  day  as  the  standard  for 
distribution.  There  had,  no  doubt,  been 
large  clearances,  but  there  are  now  large 
constructions  going  on,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Duke  of  Westminster,  where 
thousands  of  the  working"  classes  will 
come  in  a  year  or  so — some  have  already 
returned — and  these  poor  people  will 
find  that  they  will  have  to  pay  a  higher 
rate  thaii  before  owing  to  the  passing  of 
this  Bill,  aud  simply  because  the  Census 
was  taken  before  the  dwellings  were 
erected.  The  Member  for  St.  George's- 
in-the-East  also  spoke  of  the  City  having 
"thrust  out"  a  great  many  persons. 
What  is  the  cause  there  F  The  language 
used  by  the  hon.  Member  and  others 
jarred  upon  me  considerably.  They 
spoke  of  magnificent  buildings  displacing 
the  artizans  and  the  working  classes. 
Why  are  those  buildings  magnificent  ? 
It  is  in  order  that  the  employh 
who  work  in  them  should  be  enabled 
to  enjoy,  in  a  greatly  increased 
degree,  the  comforts  of  civilisation.  It 
is  to  the  public  spirit  of  their  employers 
that  the  construction  of  these  better 
buildings  is  due.  Great  clearances  hat^e 
been  made  in  the  City  for  a  great  railway 
station.  Do  hon.  Members  opposite 
represent  that  if  a  Railway  Company  is 
obliged  to  make  a  clearance  in  order  to 
obtain  facilities  to  bring  into  London 
large  numbers  of  artizans  and  others, 
and  to  enable  the  workers  tn  the  Metro- 
polis to  pass  to  and  fro  freely  to  their 
work  and  to  their  homes,  that  then  the 
richer  toilers  are  "  thrusting  forth  *'  their 
poorer  fellow-labourers  ?  All  this  is  to 
the  advantage  of   commerce ;   and   the 


advantage  of  commerce  is  the  advantage 
of  the  poorer  population.  It  is  to  the 
advantage  of  everyone  in  the  City  that 
that  there  should  be  proximity  and  acces- 
sibility to  all  the  .various  centres  of 
activity.  I  have  thought  it  right  to 
animadvert  on  this  line  of  argument, 
because  1  do  wish  that  the  County 
Councillors  would  not  act  and  speak  in 
the  interest  of  any  particular  class,  but 
would  remember  that  they  represent  the 
Metropolis  as  a  whole.  I  wish  that  they 
would  rise  to  a  more  general  conception 
of  what  is  in  the  interest  of  that  great 
Metropolis  which  they  represent.  II!  is 
said  that  the  night  population  is  suffi- 
cient for  the  purposes  of  calculation,  and 
very  curious  arguments  have  been  ad- 
dressed to  the  House  to-day  on  the  sub- 
ject. Do  you  accept  the  principle  of  the 
population  test  for  all  purposes  ?  No. 
In  some  cases  you  do  not,  because  in 
some  cases  that  test  would  not  give  you 
money  euough — if  you  were  to']take  the 
day  popnlation  of  the  City,  for  instance. 
I  really  think  that  the  instruction  given 
by  the  Government  to  the  draftsmen 
of  this  measure  was  to  prepare  a  Bill 
so  that  the  City  should  have  to  pay 
£100,000,  and  St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square,  a  proportionately  large  amount. 
You  talk  of  sanitation.  Do  hon.  Mem*> 
bers  opposite  rtdrait  that  the  persons  who 
frequent  the  City  by  day  require  sanita^ 
tion  ?  I  presume  that  you  would  admit 
that  bad  drains  and  smells  would  kill  the 
day  population  just  as  much  as  it  would 
kill  the  night  population.  Then  you 
ought  to  regard  the  matter  from  the 
point  of  view  of  what  is  the  necessary 
sanitation  for  a  great  city,  looking  to  the 
vast  population  of  that  city.  The  paving 
of  the  City  and  the  lighting  of  the  City 
are  of  great  interest  to  the  day  popula- 
tion. It  is  not  for  the  sake  of  the  care* 
takers  and  night  population  alone  that 
these  things  are  necessary.  I  am  taking 
the  broader  grotiridi  Is  the  principle  6f 
population  generally  to  be  adopted  ?  On 
what  ground  is  it  to  be  adopted  ?  And, 
if  it  is  to  be  taken  as  the  test,  will  you 
not  have  this  difficulty  :  that  you  will 
find  that  the  most  overcrowded  districts 
will  be  the  lowest  rated  ?  and  it  is  just  to 
those  districts  that  people  will  flock. 
There  are  two  kinds  of  poverty  in  the 
Metropolis.  There  are  two  kinds  of  poor 
districts  to  be  considered ;  the  first  are 
the  districts  which  receive  all  the  waifs 
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and  strays  of  the  Metropolis,  the  districts 
to  which  the  decayed  members  of  the 
population  flock  from  all  parts,  and  which 
are  undoubtedly  overcrowded  ;  and  the 
other  parts  of  London,  which  also  deserve 
your  consideration,  are  those  where  the 
population  is  falling  off  owing  to  want  of 
prosperity,  and  where  the  tradesmen  see 
that  there  are  no  customers  who  flock  to 
their  shops,  and  that  the  streets  are  com- 
paratively deserted,  because  their  indus- 
tries have  passed  away  from  them.  Yet 
the  streets  have  to  be  lighted  and  paved 
as  before.  It  is  just  the^^e  districts  that 
will  be  badly  treated  under  this  Bill. 
I  hope  the  House  will  admit  with  me 
that  in  arguing  the  matter  on  the  grounds 
that  I  have  chosen  I  have  not  brought 
myself  within  the  complaint  made  against 
some  hon.  Members,  that  they  have 
argued  the  question  in  too  much  detail. 
So  far  as  I  go  I  have  not  attempted  to 
go  into  the  matter  as  a  question  between 
one  constituency  and  another ;  but  I  have 
attempted  to  show  that  the  principle  of 
population  is  a  dangerous  one  to  intro- 
duce for  the  first  time,  because,  if  you 
accept  a  principle  of  this  kind  in  an 
emergency  and  with  a  desire  to  meet  a 
temporary  demand  for  relief  for  poorer 
districts,  it  is  then  made  a  precedent  for 
the  future,  and  you  are  told  that  the 
House  has  already  accepted  the  principle. 
Against  that  principle  we  shall  protest 
to  the  last,  and  we  shall  continue  to  do 
so  in  Committee,  if  this  Bill  reaches 
Committee.  It  is  a  matter  of  tlie  deepest 
importance.  It  need  not  involve  Party 
strife  or  contention  between  diflerent 
parts  of  the  Metropolis,  but  still  the 
principle  is  a  dangerous  one  to  introduce. 
Considering  the  number  of  examples  that 
have  been  given  by  other  speakers,  I 
will  spare  the  House  more  than  one 
illustration.  Fulham  now  has  a  rate  of 
6s.  9d. ;  it  gains  3^d.,  and  that  will  re- 
duce the  rate  to  6s.  5|d.  Camberwell 
is  less  highly  rated  ;  its  rate  is  6s. 

Mk.  E.  H.  BAYLEY  :  No ;  7s.  at 
the  present  time,  and  it  is  still  rising. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Possibly  ;  I  can- 
not say  for  certain  ;  and  Fulham  may  be 
risincr  too ;  but  for  purposes  of  comparison 
we  must  take  the  same  year  for  all.  The 
House  must  deal  with  the  figures  placed 
before  it 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRP  :  I  used  in 
all  cases  the  figures  for  last  year,  and  the 
rate  for  Camberwell  was  theux  68.  6d, 

Mr,  Goschen 


Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  If  it  were  68, 6d.,  it 
was  still  3d.  below  Fulham  ;  and  it  gains 
4|d.  as  against  3^d.  gained  by  Fulham. 
Camberwell  ranks  second  with  Islington 
in  the  successful*  raid  upon  the  other 
parishes  of  the  Metropolis.  Somehow, 
it  is  not  conveyed  to  me  that  Camberwell 
is  so  poor  as  Bethnal  Green  ;  but  Camber- 
well, by  some  fortunate  circumstance,  is 
a  parish  which,  like  Islington,  will 
draw  largely  from  others.  I  have 
other  instances,  but  the  case  of  the 
anomalies  has  been  so  fully  stated  that  I 
will  not  trouble  the  House  with  any  more 
remarks  upon  them«  I  pass  from  the 
test  of  population,  and  the  curious 
results  of  the  application  of  the  Bill,  to 
the  objects  for  which  the  money  in 
required — sanitation,  lighting, and  paving. 
We  are  quite  prepared  to  admit  that 
those  are  very  desirable  objects  to  promote. 
The  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  quoted  the  language  I  used  in 
1869,  to  the  effect  that  not  only  should 
there  be  relief  of  burdens,  but  that  there 
should  also  be  better  administration. 
Well,  I  want  to  know  what  security  is 
taken  by  the  Bill  that  there  shall  be 
better  sanitation,  lighting,  and  paving. 
There  is  no  protection  in  the  Bill  for  the 
proper  expenditure  of  the  money.  It  is 
simply  handed  over  to  the  Local  Au- 
thorities to  reduce  their  rates  ;  that 
is  admitted  to  be  the  primary  object. 
H  there  is  to  be  better  sanitation, 
you  ought  to  take  some  security 
for  the  spending  of  the  money, 
as  you  have  done  in  almost  every  an- 
alogous case.  This  is  the  first  time  it 
has  been  proposed  to  hand  money  over 
without  any  inquiry  as  to  how  it  is  to  be 
spent.  No  power  is  given  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  ;  and  the  Local 
Authorities  may  simply  receive  the 
money  and  allow  everything  in  sanita- 
tion, lighting,  and  paving  to  remain  just 
as  it  is.  We  are  not  content  with  that. 
I  have  another  complaint  against  the 
Government,  and  it  is  that  they  have  not 
told  us  how  much  is  spent  upon  these 
objects  by  the  Local  Authorities.  I  be- 
lieve the  members  of  the  County  Council 
have  some  figures  on  this  point ;  but 
other  members  have  not.  There  is  one 
Return  in  which  the  County  Council 
show  how  much  in  the  £1  on  the 
rateable  value  is  spent  by  the  Local 
Authorities  ;  but  that  \b  not  to  the  point. 
It  strikes  the  imagination,  but  it  does  not 
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inform  ns  of  the  amouut4) ;  and  I  bopo 
the  Government  will  give  us  k  Returu 
of  the  amounts   speut  by  the   »liflferent 
part  of  the  Metropolis.     If  this  money 
18    to   be  given,    it   will   be    absolutely 
necessary,  by  Amendments  in  Committee, 
to  devise  means  to  secure  that  the  objects 
avowedly    aimed   at   shall   be   attained. 
We  cannot  leave  the   Bill  as  it  is,  and 
■     hand  over  money  without  any  security 
whatever.     I  admit  to  the  full  the  ex- 
:■    treme  difficulty  of  devising  a  satisfactory 
j~     Mbeme,  but  that   difficulty  is  cnhauced 
:-"    by  the  fact  that  we  have  not  the  ncces- 
•ry  information  before  us  on  which  to 
bond  our  Amendments.     If   we    knew 
what    was   the   expenditure    u[>on    the 
objects  stated  we  might  see  what  arrange- 
ment  can    be    made   to   carry   out  the 
general  object  of  the  Bill.     So  far  as  I 
•a  coccerued,  I  should  prefer  that  the 
metropolitan  Common  Poor  Fund  should 
*^  taken  as  a  precedent.     We  have  to 
««*  over  the  difficulty  of  retaining  local 
management  in  conjunction  with  the  con- 
trol of  some  centnil  body.     I  would  lay 
^t  (loTrn  as  an  absolute  proposition,  with 
wiiicb     I    think   the    President    of   the 
^^^  Grovernment  Board  will  ngree,  that 
'^e  must   concentrate   our    contributions 
^POD  tbe  objects  stated.     I  cannot  agree 
^th  tlio  hon.  Member  for  Islington  that 
Jhe  mouey  should  l)e  distributed  accord- 
|Q9  to  t^Iae  best  discretion  of  the  County 
CooDcil.     If  it  were,  I  would  not  wish 
to  be  a   Tnem1>er  of  the  County  Council  ; 
It  18  too  delicate  a  matter  to  confide  to 
»ny  elected  body. 

Mb.  BARTLEY  :  I  safeguarded  the 
8uggest.ion  by  saying  that  the  principles 
on  which  the  money  was  to  be  distributed 
ahoold  \>e  laid  down  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GOSCHEX  :  As  to  laying  down 
distinct  principles  in  the  Bill,  that  is  » 
point  to  be  argued  ;  I  should  not  reject 
the  proposal,  but  I  would  examine  it 
narrowly.  What  is  essential  is  that  we 
should  know  on  what  the  money  is  to  be 
expended.  We  should  examine  how  far 
the  expenditure  in  some  parishes  is  on 
*"^  same  basis  as  the  expenditure  in 
^^^t%.  Where,  as  in  St.  George's,  Hau- 
^^6r  Square,  the  expenditure  is  so  much 
^'^herthan  in  other  neighbourhoods,  I 
^'^^'ild  iuquire  whether  that  is  due  to 
J^'^^ething  like  extravagance  or  niuni- 
^^ce,  or  to  the  necessity  of  the  case  ; 
f^J*  in  the  case  of  Bethnal  Green,  where 
^^  alleged  they  spend  too  little,  I  would 


examine  how  far  they  cannot  afford  t^ 
spend  more,  or  whether  it  is  on  account 
of  the  uec<l  not  existing.  Just  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Poor  Law  we  had  all  the 
facts  before  us,  so  here  we  ought  to  know 
what  is  the  expenditure  in  each  locality, 
and  then  we  should  see  how  far  it  could 
be  equitably  apportioned.  I  would  bring 
my  remarks  to  a  conclusion  by  a  sug- 
gestion which  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  might  see  my  observa- 
tions lead  up  to.  It  is  that  wu  have  not 
sufficient  information  to  enable  us  to 
legislate  clearly  upon  the  subject.  It  is 
extremely  late  to  ask  us  to  undertake  to 
legislate  at  all.  We  are  not  against  the 
principle  of  equalisation,  but  it  would  be 
necessary  for  us  to  endeavour  to  recon- 
struct almost  every  clause  of  the  Bill. 
This  is  a  task  which  I  think  is  a  very 
difficult  one,  and  what  I  think  would  be 
a  fair  compromise  on  the  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  that,  if  this 
Bill  is  reml  a  second  time,  we  should  have 
a  Select  Committee  at  the  very  beginning 
of  next  Session  to  examine  into  all  the 
points  i  n  vol  veil - 

*SiK  C.  W.  DILKE  (Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean)  said,  thatithe  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  one  of  extreme  in- 
terest and  also  one  of  great  value,  as  all 
his  speeches  on  rating  questions  were. 
What  the  discussion,  however,  had  failed 
to  proiluce  had  been  an  alternative  plan. 
The  criticisms  which  had  been  showered 
on  the  Government  proposal  had,  he  ad- 
mitted, been  somewhat  damaging  on  points 
of  detail,  but  they  had  yet  to  hear  that  any 
plan  could  be  produced  to  which  equal 
objections  could  not  be  raised.  He  ventured 
to  say,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  Com- 
mon Poor  Fund,  that  if  it  had  been 
debated  with  the  same  minuteness  when 
it  was  first  brought  in,  even  greater  holes 
might  have  been  picked  in  the  principle 
on  which  that  fund  was  established.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  insisted  on  more 
information  in  regard  to  expenditure, 
parish  by  parish,  on  lighting  and 
cleaning,  and  so  on.  The  Return,  how- 
ever, annually  laid  before  this  Hou^e  of 
Vestry  expenditure  showed  everything 
that  could  be  shown  in  that  connection, 
and  everything  that  could  be  got.  Some 
rather  wild  schemes  had  been  thrown  out 
in  the  course  of  the  Debate.  One  hon. 
Member  suggested  a  graduated  rate  ac- 
cording to  the  extent  of  valuation  of  pro- 
perty— a  system  which  prevailed  in  the 
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great  towns  of  France,  but  had  never  been 
attempted  in  this  country.  But  in 
London  there  was  a  hardship  which 
would  be  produced  by  anything  like 
graduation  of  rates  on  poor  districts,  and 
that  was  that  the  pnblicans  already  paid, 
as  he  thought,  an  undue  proportion  of  the 
rates  in  London,  and  graduation  of  rates 
in  the  poorer  districts  would  throw  almost 
the  whole  increase  of  rates  on  the  back 
of  that  one  class  of  the  community.  One 
would  find  streets  of  houses  with  a 
general  rating  value  of  £36  and  £38, 
and  suddenly  come  to  a  figure  of 
£400  or  £500  —  the  latter  being 
a  public-house,  rated  on  its  value  not 
as  a  house,  but  as  a  business.  It 
was  suggested  that  the  whole  sanitary 
rate  of  the  Metropolis  should  be  one  and 
uniform,  and  that  the  County  Council 
should  be  absolutely  despotic  as  the  Sani- 
tary Authority  of  London.  That  was  a 
startling  suggestion  to  come  from  the 
Conservative  side  of  the  House,  and  I 
cannot  imagine  that  any  such  proposal 
has  the  least  chance  of  being  adopted. 
And  it  is  curious  that  such  a  suggestion 
should  be  thrown  out  at  a  time  when  a 
Royal  Commission  is  proposing  to  chop 
London  up  into  eight  new  districts.  1 
believe  both  proposals  will  be  rejected 
when  they  come  to  be  fairly  considered, 
and,  therefore,  what  we  have  to  do  is  to 
make  the  best  of  the  existing  districts. 
The  great  majority  of  the  speakers  have 
suggested  that  the  money  should  be  paid 
to  the  different  districts  for  services  ren- 
dered, but  the  most  extraordinary  anom- 
alies would  result  from  the  application  of 
that  principle. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  said  that  every  one  of  these 
cases  would  have  to  be  examined  to  see 
what  the  anomalies  were  in  order  to 
reduce  them  to  a  common  denominator. 
I  said  that  it  was  only  a  common  denomi- 
nator that  should  be  treated  as  a  central 
expense.  1  only  threw  out  a  suggestion. 
•Sir  C.  W.  DILKE  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  commit  himself,  but 
so  many  speakers  have  laid  it  down  that 
we  should  be  safe  in  paying  for  services 
rendered,  that  I  venture  to  point  out  the 
extraordinary  result  of  that  proposal.  The 
City  of  London,  for  example,  would 
receive  under  that  system,  while 
St.  George's-in-the-East  would  pay. 
Hampstead,  which  is  a  rich  district, 
would  receive ;    St.  JamesV,  Westmin- 

Sir  C.  W.  Dilke 


ster,  would  pay  heavily ;  and  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square,  would  pay 
more  heavily  than  under  the  present 
Bill.  Therefore,  you  would  not  be  able 
to  say  that  under  that  system  you  would 
be  giving  to  those  who  have  most 
— though  that  would  be  the  case  in  some 
districts.  Great  anomalies  would  be 
created  all  over  London.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  to- 
wards the  close  of  his  speech,  examined 
certain  individual  cases,  and  took  the 
case  of  Fulham  and  compared  it  with 
Camberwell.  The  principle  of  this  Bill 
is  that  of  a  ratio  per  head  of  the  amount 
of  the  assessment  to  the  population.  That 
is  the  test,  and  taken  by  that  we  find 
that  Fulham  having  a  higher  valuation 
per  head  of  the  population  than  Camber- 
well  certainly  is  not  in  so  favourable  a 
position  as  Camberwell  under  the  Bill, 
though  they  are  both  receiving.  That  is 
the  natural  explanation.  The  case  of 
Islington  has  been  dealt  with  in  every 
speech  made  against  the  Bill.  I  think 
we  must  admit  that  under  the  Bill  the 
case  of  Islington  is  to  some  extent  an 
anomaly,  and  it  is  possible  that  in  Com- 
mittee some  suggestion  may  be  thrown 
out  for  dealing  with  it  as  an  extreme 
case.  The  broad  ground  upon  which  I 
think  the  proposal  of  the  Bill  can  be  sup- 
ported is  that  all  the  poorest  parishes  will 
receive  and  all  the  richest  parishes  will 
pay.  Of  the  rich  parishes  that  will  pay 
not  one  will  by  its  payment  be  raised 
above  the  average  rate  of  London,  while 
of  the  poor  parishes  that  will  receive 
hardly  one  will  be  reduced  below  that 
average  rate  on  the  figures  of  this  year. 
That  is  a  great  removal  of  anomalies  as 
far  as  it  goes,  and  it  seems  to  me  as 
nearly  perfect  as  any  system  likely 
to  be  devised.  As  to  one  or  two 
poor  parishes,  we  shall  find  that 
their  rates  will  be  lower  than  the 
general  average.  I  may  express  a 
hope  as  to  those  parishes  that  as  theur 
sanitary  expenditure  at  the  present  time 
is  not  high  they  may  be  induced  to  spend 
a  little  more  in  the  fut'are.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  doubts  whether,  in  the 
absence  of  control,  the  poor  parishes 
that  will  be  aided  will  spend  more  on 
sanitary  purposes  in  the  future.  But  a 
certain  measure,  not  of  control,  but  of 
publicity,  has  been  introduced  by  the 
system  under  which  the  County  Council^ 
on  condition  of  receiving  a  full  report. 
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p^js  hftlf  the  salary  of  the  medical  offi- 
cers itk  the  diiSereDl  diatrieu*  This  pub* 
licitj  gives  a  certaiu  control-^a  news* 
paper  or  Parliamentarj  eontrol,  if  you 
like.  The  right  hoD.  Member  for  St. 
6eorge*8,  Hanover  Square,  iuolinesto*- 
waids  the  extension  of  tbe  principle  of 
the  common  poor  f  and,  I  have  had  some- 
thing to  dp  with  the  administration  of 
that  fund,  and  would  like  to  give  the 
House  some  reasons  for  pauaing  before 
extending,  that  principle.  .  The  Common 
Poor  Fund  involves  a  very  large  amount 
of  central  control.  It  is  obvious  that 
you  must  have  it,  otherwise  it  would 
be  to  the  interest  of  every  parish  to 
plunge  its  hands  into  the  pockets  of  its 
neighbours  and  spend  as  much  money  as 
possible.  If  you  have  a  oonuuon  fund 
you  must  have  a  large  centi*al  controL 
That  control  is  carried  to  a  point  that  is 
almost  ridiculous.  The  smallest  possible 
increase  of  salary  must  receive  the  con* 
sent  of  tbe  Local  Government  Board. 
Indeed  the  control  is  so  close  that  it  is 
somewhat-  obnoxious  to  the  self-respect 
of  those  who  serve  the  Boards  of  Guar* 
dians,  and  now  that  these  bodies  are  to 
be  elected  on  a  wide  suiSrage,  that  con* 
trol  will  be  bitterly  resented  and  will 
lead  to  sharp  conflicts  with  the  Local 
Government  Board.  But  although  that 
control  is  so  severe  it  is  often  an  illusory 
control.  Many  officers  of  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians spent  a  great  deal  of  their  time  in 
considering  the  best  means  of  evading  it. 
Constantly  Boards  of  Guardians,  sitting 
with  closed  doors,  discuss  amoug  them- 
selves Id  the  most  open  manner  means  of 
evading  the  control  which,  in  tbe  interest 
of  the  Common  Poor  Fund,  the  Local 
Government  Board  is  obliged  to  exercise. 
When  there  is  a  question  of  raising  a  salary 
this  is  invariably  the  kind  of  conversation 
that  takes  place :  Someonesays — this  being 
a  salarj  coming  out  of  the  Common  Poor 
Fund — '*  We  could  get  a  man  for  £250  a 
year.''  Someone  says,  ^^  Such  and  such 
a  pariah  pays  £400."  At  once  some- 
one saySi  ^^Let  us  pay  £400  ;  we 
QttJ  get  a  better  man  than  we  cqnM  get 
for  £2o0,  and  as  we  only  pay  one-for- 
tieth ourselves  of  the  difference  between 
the  two  amouAte  we  wjU  take  tbe  higher 
figure."  That  is  to  say,  that.every  parish 
pays  the  highest  sum  it  oesi  by  any 
means  per8U$de  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  allow  it  to  pay..  I  admit  that 
the  Common  Poor  Fundhaii  contributed  to 


efficiency,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  has 
contributed  enormously  to  extravagance, 
!and  to  the  breaking  down  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  self-governmeutf  aud  I  hope  the 
House  will  pause  before  extending  the 
system.  The  scheme  of  the  Bill  is,  in 
view  of  the  great  difficulties  of  the  case, 
the  most  excellent  that  can  be  devised, 
and  I  shall  give  it  my  hearty  support. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX* 
CHEQUER  (Sir  W.  Haucourt,  Derby)  : 
I  rise  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  House 
now  tQ  eo|ne  to  a  decision  upon  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill.  Everybody  feels 
that  there  has  been  a  very  full,  aud  cer- 
tainly quite  an  adequate,  discussion  of 
this  subject.  The  announcement  of  the 
right  hou.  Gentleman  opposite,  who 
speaks  on  this  subject  with  well-deserved 
authority,  that  he  does  uot  desire  that  a 
Division  should  be  taken  on  this  Bill,  in- 
dicates that  the  time  has  come  when  the 
Second  Reading  should  be  allowed*  to  pass 
in  order  that  it  may  go  into  Committee, 
when  the  Amendments  that  he  has  indi- 
cated may  be  considered.  I  make  this 
suggestion  at  this  moment  because  there 
is  on  the  Paper  a  notice  to  refer  the 
Bill  to  a  Select  Committee.  Of  course, 
the  Government  could  not  assent  to  that, 
but  I  am  sure  I  shall  speak  with  the 
assent  of  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  when  I  say  that  if  that  Motion 
is  to  be  made  it  ought  to  be  disposed  of 
this  afternoon.  When  the  Second  Read* 
ing  is  disposed  of  the  field  will  be  clear 
for  proceeding  with  that  matter.  Every- 
body seems  to  agree  that  the  Bill  should 
be  dealt  with  in  Committee  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Mr.  BouaFiELD   and   Mr.  \,  Gibbts  * 
rose  to  continue  the  Debate,  when 

Mr.  Shaw  -  Lefevre  rose  in  his 
place,  and  claimed  to  move  ^^  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question,  **  That  the  Question  be  now 
put,*^  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question,  ^'  That  the  word  ^  now '  stand 
part  of  the  Question,"  put  accordingly, 
and.  agreed  to*       . 

Mam  Question  put,  Mid  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mention  n^e,  «nd  Question  proposed,. 
^^  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Coip.- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House." 

•&iU  J.   G0LD6M1D    (St.  Pancms,- 
S.)  said,  he  wished  to  ikkove-*- 
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«'That  the  Bill  be  oommitted  to  a  Select 
Committee  composed  of  all  the  Members  who 
represent  London  constituencies,  together  with 
Fifteen  other  Members  to  be  mominatedi  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  and  thatthe  Committee 
be  subject  to  the  proyisions  of  Standing  Order 
No.  47  so  jEar  as  they  are  applicable  :  that  the 
Chairmen^s  Panel  nominated  under  Standing 
Order  No.  49  do  appoint  one  of  their  Members 
to  be  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  that 
the  provisions  of  Standing  Order  No.  50  do 
apply  to  the  Bill  when  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee." 

This  proposal  was  founded  on  the 
course  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Government  in  the  case  of  the  Scotch 
Local  Grovernment  Bill.  What  was  good 
in  such  a  case  for  Scotland,  the  popula- 
tion of  which  was  less  than  that  of  the 
Metropolis,  could  not  be  bad  for  London, 
which  was  reaJly  the  most  important  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  centre  of 
its  Government.  The  proposal  in  the 
case  of  the  Scotch  measure  was  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Scotland  in  a  speech  which 
he  (Sir  J.  Goldsmid)  had  in  his  hand, 
and  which  it  might  be  possible  in  many 
respeicts  to  parody  in  order  to  support 
the  present  proposal.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said  that  in  Scotch 
questions  in  the  House  when  decisions 
were  taken  Members  came  in  and  voted 
without  having  heard  the  Debate  and 
knowing  nothing  of  the  subject.  Well, 
the  same  thing  happened  on  London 
questions.  The  House  had  seen  what 
a  small  attendance  there  had  been  to-day 
whilst  the  Bill  was  under  discussion,  and 
how,  when  a  Division  was  expected. 
Members  thronged  in  from  other  parts  of 
the  building.  Then,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  proceeded  to  point  out 
that  the  time  employed  by  the  Committee 
upstairs  would  be  time  gained  by  the 
House  of  Commons  for  other  matters, 
and  he  had  said  that  there  would  be  a 
number  of  outside  English  and  Irish 
Members  on  the  Committee  who  would 
be  competent  to  advise,  though  not  to 
control  the  Scotch  Members.  Of  course, 
that  was  so  in  regard  to  this  London 
Bill — though  probably  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  would  not  be  so  warm 
a  supporter  of  the  principle  he 
had  advocated  in  the  present  Bill 
as  he  had  been  on  the  Scotch  Bill.  They 
could  not  help  noticing  that  there  was  a 
difference  between  the  composition  ^f  the 
Sooteh  Members  and  the  London  •Mem 
bers.     He  was  told  that  there  was« 

Sir  J,  Goldsmid 


siderable  majority  supporting  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  amongst  the  Scotch 
Membere,  and  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  calculated  on  the  hearty 
support  of  that  majority  in  carrying  his 
Bill.  If  rumour  spoke  truly  that 
hearty  support  had  hardly  been  given. 
He  could  not  say  whether  that  was  the 
case  or  not.  But,  at  any  rate,  as  he  had 
heard  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee himself,  an  enormous  amount  of 
work  had  been  done  and  a  very  large 
amount  of  discussion  had  taken  place,  so 
that  to  that  extent  the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the 
saving  of  time  had  been  verified.  Whe- 
ther it  had  tended  to  expedite  the  busi- 
ness in  hand  remained  to  be  seen  when 
the  Scotch  Bill  came  up  on  Report.  So 
far  as  it  went  the  principle  laid  down  by 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  seemed  to 
him  to  apply  more  strongly  to  the  ease 
of  London.  As  an  hon.  Member  had 
said  last  night,  with  great  truth,  the 
House  of  Commons  as  a  whole  was  not 
fond  of  London  questions.  It  always 
tried  to  get  out  of  them,  but  there  was 
no  doubt  of  this  :  that  London  questions 
to  Londoners  were  at  least  as  important 
as  Scotch  questions  to  Scotchmen.  He 
proposed  on  this  occasion  that  the  whole 
of  the  London  Members  should  constitute 
a  Select  Committee,  together  with  15  other 
Members.  It  would  be  admitted,  he 
thought,  that  among  the  London  Members 
there  was  great  variety  of  information,  of 
opinion,  of  experience,  and  of  know- 
ledge, and  those  Members  alone  would 
not  form  an  inadequate  or  incapable 
Committee,  but  under  his  proposal  some 
of  the  ablest  men  in  the  House  might  be 
appointed  to  the  Committee  in  addition; 
Thus  a  Committee  might  be  formed  who 
would  carefully  and  adequately  consider 
the  whole  matter  and  the  various  sug- 
gestions that  had  been  made  in  the 
course  of  the  Debate.  Moreover,  if  such 
a  Committee  was  appointed,  an  oppor- 
tunity would  be  given  for  the  oonsidera- 
tion  of  those  other  plans  which  the 
President  of  the  Loc^  Government 
Board  said  be  had  dismissed  as  not  being 
a»  good  as  the  plan  which  the  Govem- 
moDt  had  adopted.  For  his  own  part, 
he  was  not  satisfied  that  the  best  plan 
had  been  adopted,  and  he  should  not  be 
convinced  on  that  point  until  he  had  had 
au  opportunity  of  comparing  it  with  the 
other  proposals.    At  present  the  material 
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for  forming  an   opinion   was    wanting. 
Mach  of  the  disenssion   had  depended 
upon     information     with    reference    to 
sanitary   expenditure.     The  "right    hon. 
Baronet  who  had  just  spoken  had  said 
that  he  and  one  or  two  others  had  had 
access  to  some  fignres.     Certainly,    he 
(Sir  J.  Goldsmid)  and  other  Members  he 
could  name  had  not  seen  them,  and  it 
was  not  fair  that  conclusions  should  be 
arrived  at  depending  on  figures  which  were 
not  accessible  to  the  great  majority  of  the 
Members  of  the  House.     Figures  were 
better  examined  in   Committee  upstairs 
than  they  were  in  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.     Having   seen   a  good   deal   of 
Grand  Committees,  be  was  bound  to  say 
that  the  manner   in   which   they   dealt 
with   thede   things   had   impressed   him 
very  much.     They  had   applied   them- 
selves to  the  work  in  hand  from  time  to 
time  with  ability  and  zeal  and  without 
the  least  waste  of  time.     Looking  to  the 
state  of   Public   Business,    he    thought 
there  would  be  little  chance  of  dealing 
satisfactorily  with  the  Bill  in  Committee 
of  the  whole  House.     The  Notice  Paper 
showed    that  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill 
would  occupy  considerable  time  in  Com- 
mittee.    He  was  informed  that  already 
several  pages  of  Amendments  had  been 
handed  in,  and  he  ventured  to  predict 
that  they   would   be  a   long  way   into 
August  before  that  stage  of  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Bill  was  completed.    After  that 
there    were    several   other  Bills   to   be 
brought  forward  and  Supply  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  so  that  if  this  programme  of 
busioesB  was  to  be  gone  through,  apart 
altogether    from    the    present   Bill,   an 
early  adjournment  would  be  impossible. 
It  had  occurred  to  him,  therefore,  that  the 
plan  he  proposed  would  facilitate  business. 
He  had  heard  it  said,  and  he  was  sure  it 
was  true,  that  in  all  previous  experience 
there  had  been  a  slaughter  of   innocents 
at  one   period  of  the  Sess'on,  and   that 
later  on  there  was  a  second  slaughter. 
They  had  only  so  far  had  the  first.     As 
he  had  said,  he  thought  the  best  course, 
on  the  whole,  would  be  to  refer  this  Bill 
to  a  Select  Committee.     He  wanted  to 
meet  the  desires  of  the  Government  as 
far  as  possible,  and  to  reconcile  them  to 
the  possibilities    of    the  case,   and    he 
begged  to  move  the  Motion  that  stood  in 
his  name. 
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Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
words  **  Committee  of  the  whole  House," 
and  add  the  words 

VOL.    XXVII.    [fourth    8EB1E8.] 


**  Select  Gommittee  composed  of  all  the  Mem* 
here  who  represent  liondon  oonstitaeacieB, 
together  with  Fifteen  other  Members  to  be 
nominated  by  the  Committee  of  Selection,  and 
that  the  Committee  be  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  Standing  Onler  Na  47  as  fiir  as  they  are 
applicable  : 

That  the  Chairmen's  Panel  nominated  under 
Standing  Order  No.  49  do  appoint  one  of  their 
Members  to  be  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
and  that  the  provisions  of  Standing  Order  No. 
50  do  apply  to  the  Bill  when  reported  by  the 
Committee."— (^tr  J,  (ioldsmid,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

•The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Shaw- 
Lefeyrb,  Bradford,  Central)  said,  that 
the  Government  could  not  assent  to  his 
hon.  Friend's  proposal.  The  Bill  consisted 
practically  of  one  clause.     His  right  hon. 
Friend  opposite  had  announced  that  very 
important  questioufi  were  to  be  raised  on 
that  clause,  and   in  the  opinion   of  the 
Government  those  questions  had  better 
be  discussed  in  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.     It  would  be  recollected  that  the 
proposal  to  send  the  Scotch  Local  Go- 
vernment Bill  to  the  Scotch  Grand  Com* 
mi  t tee  gave   rise   to   a  discussion   that 
lasted  several  days.     That,  no  doubt,  was 
a  novel  proposal,  but  the  proposal  now 
before  them  to  relegate  London  matters  to 
a  Grand  Committee  composed  of  London 
Members   was   still   more   novel,  and  if 
it  were  supported  by  the  Government  it 
would  probably  give  rise  to  a  protracted 
discussion  and  thus  occupy  much  valuable 
time.     It   appeared    to  be  thought  that 
if  the  course  recommended  by  bis  hon. 
Friend  were  taken,  he  would  feel  himself 
justified  in  referring  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee all  the  other  schemes  whiph  the 
Government  had  considered  and  rejected; 
but  that  was  an  erroneous  view.    He  had 
no   intention  of  submitting  either   to  a 
Committee  or  to  that  House  a  number  of 
worthless  schemes  which  the  Government 
did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  entertain. 
Not  one  of  those  schemes  appeared  to  be 
of  the  smallest  possible  advantage,  and, 
under  these  circumstances,  he   must  say 
that  the   Government  could  not  assent 
to  the  proposal. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said,  that  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  wished  to  make  a 
speech  calculated  to  prolong  these  pro- 
ceedings he  did  not  think  he  could  have 
made  a  better  one  than  the  one  he  haJ 
made.      At   the   last  moment  the  right 
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hon.  Gentleman  spoke  oontemptnonsly  of 
other  plans  as  "worthless,"  bat  he  wonld 
do  well  not  to  overlook  the  fact  that  his 
own  plan  had  been  shown  to  be  very  itn* 
perfect.     The  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman,  as 
an  excuse  for  refusing  to  refer  this  Bill 
to  a  Grand    Committee,   pointed  to  the 
circumstance  that  at  present  it  consisted 
df  only  one  or  two  clauses.     But  Amend- 
ments were  to  be  moved,  and   the  Bill 
might  really  necessitate  as  much  discus- 
sion as  a  Bill  of  nine  or  ten  clauses.     He 
was  surprised  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  not  jumped  at  the  proposal 
now  before  them.     A  minute  or  two  ago 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  was  sitting 
next  the  right  hoii.  Gentleman,  and  he 
thought  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
probably  come  in   to  report  the   great 
success    which    had    attended   the  pro- 
ceedings    of    the   Scotch    Grand   Com- 
mittee.    Those  proceedings  had  enabled 
the   Government   to    persevere    with   a 
Bill    upon    which    they    were   defeated 
by   their  own   supporters.      After    that 
defeat  they  neither  withdrew  the  Bill  nor 
resigntsd.      Were   hon.   Members   aware 
that  the  voice  of  Scotland  was  sometimes 
silenced  in  that  Committee  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
with  the  assistance  of  Saxons  ?    [Sir  D. 
Macfarlaxe  :  On  what  occasion  ?]  On 
aii'  occasion  so  grave  that  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  seemed  to  have  been  very 
doubtful  for  some  time  whether  he  would 
proceed  further  with  the  Bill.     Did  hon. 
Members  opposite  think  that  the  Scotch 
Grand  Committee  constituted  a  success- 
ful experiment  ?     If  the    Secretary  for 
Scotland    had    not    discreetly    left    the 
House  they  might  have  appealed  to  him 
lo  say  how  much  success  had  attended 
the  experiment.     Where  was  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  ?     If  the  proposal  had 
been  so  successful  in  the  case  of  Scot- 
land they  wanted  to  test  its  application 
to  London.     His  hon.  Friend  invited  the 
House  to  refer  this  Equalisation  of  Rates 
Bill  to  a  Select  Committee   of   Metro- 
politan Members  formed  on  the  analog/^ 
of  the  Scotch  Grand  Committee.     If  the 
plan  was  good  for  Scotland,  why  was  it 
not  good    for   London  ?     It  wonld   un- 
doubtedly relieve  the  House  from  some 
of  the  pressure  of  business  at  a  time  when 
the  Session  was  very  far  advanced.  How- 
ever, it  appeared  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Government^  what  was  suitable  for 
Scotland,   where   there   was   a    Radical 
majority^  was  not  suitable  for  London^ 
Mr.  Goschen 


where  there  was  a  Conservative  majority. 
That  was  the  real  explanation  of  the 
opposition  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  this  proposal.  But  what  did  the 
Radical  Members  for  London  think  of 
that  opposition  ?  Would  it  not  be 
pleasant  for  all  the  London  Representa- 
tives to  be  gathered  together  ?  [An  hon. 
Member  :  Absurd  !  ]  Why  should  it  be 
more  absunl  for  the  London  Members  to 
be  gathered  together  than  for  the  Scotch 
Members  ?  Here  was  a  distinct  Metro- 
politan question,  and  why  should  the 
Government  desire  in  connection  with 
it  that  the  voice  of  London  should  be 
silenced  by  Scotch  and  Irish  votes  ? 
The  attitude  of  the  Government  and  their 
supporters  was  inconsistent.  That  of  the 
Opposition,  on  the  other  hand,  was  per- 
fectly consistent ;  they  «ould  not  support 
the  proposal  before  the  House  because 
they  disapproved  of  all  plans  for  dividing 
the  House  up  according  to  nationalities 
and  localities.  But  after  their  action  on 
this  occasion  the  Government  could  not 
logically  ask  the  House  next  year  to 
appoint  a  Grand  Committee  of  Scotch, 
Welsh,  or  Irish  Members.  The  Govern- 
ment, it  was  plain,  were  only  in  favour 
of  I  of  erring  Bills  to  Committees  like  the 
Scotch  Grand  Committee  when  such  a 
course  answered  their  own  purpose  and 
when  the  Committee  was  so  constituted 
that  the  Liberals  were  in  a  majority. 
London  had  just  as  great  a  population  as 
Scotland.  [An  hon.  Member  :  Greater.] 
Yes,  greater  ;  but  it  was  so  represented 
that  it  did  not  suit  the  Government,  as 
they  were  doubtful  whether  with  the 
assistance  of  15  added  Members  they 
would  be  able  to  outvote  the  London 
Members.  However,  the  Grovernment 
refused  this  Committee,  and  the  Opposi-* 
tion  noted  it.  The  Metropolitan  Mem- 
bra^ were  content  with  the  House  of 
Commons  as  the  best  tribunal  for  the 
discussion  Qf  aU  Bills,  and  by  the  verdict 
of  that  tribunal  they  wonld  be  prepared 
to  stand. 

Sut  J.  LUBBOCK  said,  thai  the 
principal  reason  given  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentlmnan  in  charge  of  the  Bill  against 
the  proposal  was  that  the  discussion  on 
the  Scotch  Grand  Committee  took  five 
days  ;  but  if  the  Government  would 
entertain  this  Motion  it  might  be  accepted 
at  once.  If  they  opposed  it,  surely  it 
was  unreasonable  after  a  Debate  of  20 
minutes  to  refuse  to  London  what  had 
been  given  to  Scotland.     He  could  not 
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help  thiukiDg  that  the  reason  was  that  in 
ti^'DeWt^  a  large  majority  of  the  London 
Members  had  spoken  against  the  Bill. 
tie"  sAppoHed^the  proposal  of  the.  hon. 
Baronet  f dr  two  reasons-^first,  b6Qause  if 
it  were  candied  tliede  importitnt  questions 
would,  bo  determined  bj  the  votes  of 
those  who  had  heard  the  Debate ;  and, 
secondly,  because  if  it  were  carried  this 
London  Bill  would  be  determined  by  the 
Yote^  df  London  Members. 

Mr,  John  Burns  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put ; "  but  Mr.  Speaker  withheld 
his  assent,  and  declined  then  to  put  that 
Question. 

Debate  isesumed. 

Mr.  B.  G.WEBSTER  (St.Pancras,  E .) 
said,  he  did  not  see  why  London  should 
not  have  a  Select  Committee  to  consider 
this  important  question.  It  was  not  a 
general,  but  a  purely  local  question — 
such  a  question  as  the  Public  Health 
(Loudon)  Bill,  which  was  discussed  in 
the  last  Parliament.  That  Bill  was  re- 
ferred to'theOommittee  on  Law,  and  15 
LondODf  Members  were  added.  Nearly 
the  whdle  of  the  discussion  on  that  Bill 
took  place  between  those  15  hon.  Mem- 
bers. The  London  Members  had  been  in 
the  House  during  the  discussion  on  this 
Bill  during  the  last  few  years,  but  how 
many  hon.  Members  who  did  not  repre- 
sent London  had  been  in  the  House  ?  He 
strongly  protested  as  a  London  Member 
against  the  action  of  the  Government. 
The  Bill  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee strongly  posted  up  in  the  question, 
and  he  thought  the  hon.  Member  had 
shown  wisdom  in  bringing  forward  his 
Motion. 
•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
said,  he  mast  confess  he  could  not  under- 
stand the  position  of  the  Government. 
Early  this  Session  they  fought  for  and  ob- 
tained the  Scotch  Grand  Committee.  He 
had  been  on  that  Committee  for  some 
time,  add  the  chief  votes  he  had  given 
had  been  votes  to  rescue  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  from  the  hands  of  his 
friende.;  He  had  generally  found  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  opposing  the  bulk 
of  his  friendft^  and  the  main  function  of 
the  15  added  Members  had  been  to  save 
him  from  his  friends.  He  could  not  see 
why  the  Government  should  object  to 
sending  Uiis  Bill  to  a  London  Committee, 
and  he  thought  they  would  wind  up  the 


Session  "Vtrj  well  by  sending  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Bill  to  an  Irish  Committee. 

•Sir  J.  GOLDSMID  said,  that  as  the 
Motion  was  opposed  by  the  two  Front 
Benched,  he  wonld  ask  leave  to  with- 
drtvw  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  for  Monday  next. 

MERCHANT   SHIPPING  (re^eommitted:) 
BILL--<No.  132.) 
COMMITTEE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OK  TRADE  rMr.  Bryce,  Aberdeen,  S.) 
said,  this  Bill  was  a  very  large  consoli- 
dation Bill  which  had  been  read  a  second 
time,  and  considered  during  this  Session 
and  last  Session  by  a  very  strong  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  presided  over 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor.  It  was  a  Bill 
of  great  importance  to  the  merchant 
shipping  community,  and  it  was  very  de- 
sirable that  it  should  pass  this  Session. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  Is  it  purely 
a  consolidation  Bill  ? 

Mr.  bryce  :  Yes. 
.  Mr.  GOSCHEN  said,  he  did  not  think 
anybody  expected  the  Bill  to  come  on. 
He,  however,  did  not  oppose  it  in  any 
way..  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
got  the  Chairman  in  the  Chair,  and  he 
thought  he  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  that. 
There  would  be  no  gain  in  proceeding 
further  during  the  next  two  minutes. 

Mr.  bryce  said,  he  was  quite  will- 
ing to  accept  that  course. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

PRIZE  COURTS  BILL    ILordt^-^^o.  311.) 
SECOND    READIK6. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time.'' 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  said,  the  Opposition 
had  done  their  best  to  facilitate  the  dis- 
posal of  the  remaining  questions  on  the 
Paper*     He  did  not  wish  to  introduce 
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objections,  but  he  thought  that  they 
ought  not  DOW  to  proceed  with  other 
Bills  which  were  at  bU  open  to  dis- 
cussion. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr. 
S.  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar) 
said,  there  was  no  intention  of  pressing 
the  Bill  unduly.  ,It  had  been  on  the 
Paper  for  some  days.  It  had  come  down 
from  the  Lords,  and  was  practically 
agreed  to  by  both  sides,  but  he  would 
not  press  it  now. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  To- 
morrow. 

CHARITABLE  TRUSTS  ACTS  AMBND- 

MENT  BILL  [iorrf*].— (No.  296.) 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.COZENS'HARDY  (Norfolk,  N.) 
moved  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill. 
It  was  introduced  by  Lord  Halsbury, 
was  approved  by  the  present  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, and  was  intended  to  correct  what 
had  proved  to  be  a  blunder  in  the  present 
Act.  There  was  nothing  controversial 
or  contentious  in  the  Bill,  and  the  hon. 
Member  who  objected  on  the  last  occa* 
sion  it  was  before  the  House  was  now 
satisfied  that  there  was  no  ground  for 
objection. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoeed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (^Mr.  Cozens* Hardy,) 

Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan):  I  am 
quite  satisfied  now. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Wednesday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL.-(No.  286.) 
Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  17)  BILL.— (No.  248.) 
Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

TRAMWAYS   ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [Zor*?*].— (No.  306.) 
Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed]  ;    Report   to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Bill  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 
Mr.  Goschen 


TRAMWAYS   ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  2)  BILL  [iwif*].-<No.  307.) 
Reported,  with  Amendments  [Provi- 
sional Orders  confirmed]  ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To- 
morrow. 


VALUATION  (METROPOLIS)  BILL. 

(No.  ISO.) 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 


BOROUGH     FUNDS    ACT    (1872)     AMEND- 

MBNT     BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Albert  RoUit,  Bill  to  amend 

The  Borough  Funds  Act,  1872,  ordered  to  be 

brought  in  by  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  and  Sir  Thomas 

Roe. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  833.] 

PATENT  AGBNTS  BILL.-.(No.  18.) 
.  Special  Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Patent  Agents  Bill  brought 
up,  and  read. 

PATENT  AGBNTS  BILL. 
Reported  without  Amendment. 

PATENT  AGBNTS  REGISTRATION  BILL. 
(No.  143.) 
Reported  with  Minutes  of  Evidence 
and  an  Appendix. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
334]  ;  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  for  Monday  next. 

Special  Report  and  other  Reports  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  235.] 

STATUTE   LAW  REVISION  BILLS,  &C. 

Report  from  the  Joint  Committee,  in 
respect  of  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children  Bill  [^Lords"],  brought  up,  and 
read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.  [No.  236.] 

House  adjourned  attwenty.fire 
minutes  before  Six /o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF      LORDS, 
Thursday^  26ih  July  1894. 


BBPRB8BNTATIVB    PBBR8    FOR 

SCOTLAND. 

The  Lord  ChaDcellor  acquainted  the 

Houfte  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 

had  received   (by  poet)  from   the  Lord 

Clerk  Register  of  Scotland, 

Minntes  of  the  election  of  the  Viscount 
Falkland  and  the  Lord  Torphichen  as 
two  of  the  sixteen  Peers  of  Scotland, 
18th  instant,  in  room  of  James  David 
Viscount  Strathallan,  and  John  Trotter 
Earl  of  Lindsay,  deceased  ;  and 

Separate  Retiun  by  the  Lord  Clerk 
Register  of  certain  Titles  of  Peerage 
called  at  the  said  election,  in  right  of 
which  respectively  no  vote  had  been 
received  and  counted  at  any  election  for 
fifty  years  then  last  past  (pursuant  to 
Act  1 4th  and  15th  Vict.,'  chap.  87.)  ; 

Ordered  that  the  said  Minutes  of 
Election,  &c.  be  printed.     (No.  176.) 

FINANCE  BILL.— CNo.  168.) 
SECOND   READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»." 
— (rAc  Earl  of  Rosebery.) 

The  Earl  op  FEVERSHAM  said, 
the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment the  other  night,  on  the  introduction 
of  the  Bill,  seemed  to  demur  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Bill  by  their  Lordships. 
Did  the  noble  Earl  really  suppose  that  a 
measure  fraught  with  so  much  injustice 
to  the  landed  interest  in  this  country 
could  be  so  passed  ?  Their  Lordships' 
House  had  reason  to  complain  of  the 
change  made  of  late  in  the  former  prac- 
tice. Formerly  the  Budget  was  included 
in  several  Bills ;  it  was  now  introduced 
as  a  single  measure.  The  result  had  been 
that  that  House  was  precluded  from  ob- 
jecting to  one  portion  unless  they  rejected 
the  whole.     In  his  own  recollection,  up  to 

VOL.  XXVII.    [fourth  series.] 


the  year  1860  the  Budget  was  introduced 
in  several  Bills.  In  1853  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
introduced  a  Budget  providing  that  the 
Income  Tax  should  be  gradually  reduced, 
and  should  be  altogether  extinguished  in 
1860.  But  when  that  time  arrived,  Mr. 
Gladstone,  again  Chancellor  of  theExohe* 
quer,  so  far  from  extinguishing  the  Income 
Tax  actually  doubled  it.  That  Bill  was 
brought  up  to  their  Lordships'  House  at 
the  same  time  as  the  Bill  for  the  Repeal  of 
the  Paper  Duty,  and  they  accepted  the 
augmentation  of  the  Income  Tax  but 
rejected  the  repeal  of  the  Paper  Duty— 
with  very  salutary  results — for  Mr.  Glad- 
stone was  enabled  in  the  following  year 
to  remit  a  portion  of  the  Income  Tax, 
and  the  Paper  Duty  Repeal  Bill  was  sent 
up  to  their  Lordships'  House  and  passed. 
This  Budget  was  founded  upon  a  fallacy 
propounded  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer when  he  introduced  the  Bill  into 
the  other  House,  that  the  State  had  the 
right  to  share  in  the  property  of  a 
deceased  person.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman never  adduced  any  authority  in 
support  of  that  statement,  either  financial 
or  politico-economical.  He  had  always 
held  the  belief  that  the  State  had  a  right 
t4>  expect  that  every  property  should 
contribute  to  the  support  of  the  State, 
but  he  had  never  heard  before  that  the 
State  was  entitled  to  share  in  a  man's 
property.  That  was  simply  a  gospel  of 
plunder  ;  the  foundation  of  this  confisca- 
tory Bill.  The  measure  would  do  great 
injury  to  the  landed  interest  of  the 
country.  Though  the  landowners  would 
be  the  first  to  feel  the  injury  it  would 
tell  through  them  upon  all  classes 
dependent  upon  the  land.  The 
landowner  would  no  longer  be  able 
to  give  his  tenantry  the  assistance 
he  had  been  accustomed  to  render  them  ; 
he  would  not  be  able  to  spend  money  on 
improvements  necessary  for  their  welfare 
and  in  the  agricultural  interest ;  he 
would  not  be  able  to  employ  the  labour- 
ing classes.  The  labourers  would  be 
thrown  out  of  employ.  Having  touched 
the  three  classes  mainly  dependent  on 
the  laud — the  owners,  the  occupiers,  aud 
the  labourers — the  trade  of  the  country 
was  next  affected  ;  and  local  tradesmen 
and  the  rural  districts  of  the  country 
would  be  materially  injured  by  the  Bill 
now   before  the   House.     It  had  teen 
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said    that    the    measure   would   benefit 
people  who  inherited  small  legacies  ;  but 
even  they  would  have   to  pay  the  Death 
Duty,  not  in  accordance  with  the  amount 
of  legacies  they  received,  but  ia  regard  to 
the  amount  of  property  left  by  those  who 
bequeathed  it.  That  was  a  distinct  injustice 
to  small  legatees.    Again,  this  measure 
proposed  to  equalise  taxation  on  realty 
and  personalty.    It  might  do  so  in  regard 
to  Imperial  taxation,  but  it  left  unre- 
dressed the    great   inequality    in    local 
rating.     While  the  burden  on  personalty 
was  slight,  after   this   Bill   was   passed 
the  main  burden  would  have  to  be  borne 
by  realty  ;  and,  therefore,  so  far  from  the 
inequality  being  removed  it  was  increased 
by  a  still  greater  burden  being  imposed 
on  real  property.     Then  it  had  been  said 
that  the  Bill  would  be  of  advantage  to 
the  general  interests  of  the  country  in 
other  ways.     He   begged  altogether  to 
dissent  from   that  view.      It   was  also 
urged  that  people  would  get  into  diffi- 
culties, and   would   sell   their  property. 
Well,  what  sort  of  Bill  must  it  be  which 
increased  the  sale  of  estates  which  had 
been  in  the  hands  of  particular  families 
for  generations  ?     The  late  Lord  Cairns 
once   spoke   in   that  House   with  great 
effect     of     "  the   love    which     people 
had    for    the    land."       That   sentiment 
never      seemed      to      enter    into      the 
minds  of   Her   Majesty^s     Government. 
There  was  a  great  amount  of  sentiment 
among  those  who  had  inherited  landed 
property  from  generation  to  generation. 
They  not  only  loved  the  land,  but  the 
people  on  the  land,  and  they  loved  to  do 
what  they  could  to  promote  the  welfare 
and   interests    of    people    there    among 
whom  they  lived.     This  Bill  ignored  all 
the    associations    which    had    gathered 
round  the  landed  interest  of  this  country. 
One  proposal  made  in  the  other  House 
of    Parliament   was   that   possessors   of 
land   might  take  out  insurance  policies 
for  the  purpose  of  lessening  the  oppres- 
sion  of  this   Bill.     That  proposal   had 
been  rejected.     It  was  difficult  to    see 
why,  for  by  that  means  the  collection  of 
the  Revenue  would  have  been  facilitated, 
and  the  proposal  was  made  as  much  in 
the    interests  of    the  Exchequer  as   of 
those    who    had    to   pay.     Yet  for   no 
reason   that  he  had  heard  or  could  dis- 
cover the  Government  would  not  agree 
even  to  that  moderate  suggestion.    From 

The  Earl  of  Feversham         i    .. 


'  all  he  could  gather  in  this  extraordinary 
procedure  of  Her  Majesty^s  Government 
they  liad  declined  every  proposal  which 
would  have  tended  to  relieve  the  weight 
of  this,  heavy  burden  in  future  upon  the 
possessors  of  landed  property.  It  really 
seemed,  though  he  did  not  like  to  impute 
motives,  as  if  the  design  was  to  injure  the 
landed  interest.  He  would  not  go  into 
the  details  of  the  Bill,  which  were  pro- 
bably familiar  to  their  Lordships  at  all 
events  in  outline.  With  its  general 
features  they  were  no  doubt  acquainted, 
and  he  would  only  say  in  conclusion  that 
he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  raise  his  voice 
in  protest  against  a  measure  which  he 
believed  to  be  fraught  with  injury  and 
danger  to  the  best  interests  of  this 
country  ;  and  he  hoped  that  under  an- 
other Government  by  some  future  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  its  severity 
would  be  mitigated  and  its  injustice 
removed. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE: 
My  Lords,  I  need  hardly  say  that  I  do 
not  rise  to  offer  any  {opposition  to  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  nor  with  the 
intention  of  suggesting  any  Amendments 
which  might  be  made  in  the  measure.  I 
admit  that  some  Amendments  have  been 
accepted  by  the  Government  in  the  other 
House  which  have  removed  to  a  partial 
extent  some  of  the  apprehensions  which 
we  entertained  of  the  measure  when  it 
was  first  introduced,  and  which  so  far 
are  improvements  in  the  Bill.  But  I 
believe  that  it  would  be  impossible,  even 
if  it  were  within  your  Lordships'  power 
constitutionally  to  amend  this  Bill,  to  in- 
troduce such  Amendments  as  would,  con- 
sistently with  the  main  principles  on 
which  the  Bill  is  founded,  deprive  it  of 
those  dangers  and  unfortunate  conse- 
quences which  some  of  us  apprehend  will 
result  from  it.  Nor,  my  Lords,  do  I  in- 
tend to  enter  on  this  occasion  into  any 
discussion  of  the  constitutional  question 
which  was  raised  by  the  Prime  Minister 
when  he  told  us  the  other  night  that  the 
House  of  Lords, had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  this  Bill.  That  is  a  point 
which  I  daresay  may  be  touched  upon  by 
others,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will 
be  generally  admitted  by  the  great 
majority  of  your  Lordships  that,  what- 
ever may  be  the  constitutional  rights  of 
this    House,   those  constitutional  rights 
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have  not,  in  recent  years,  at  all  events, 
been  acted  upon,  and  that,  short  of  taking 
the  enormous  responsibilitj  of  rejecting 
the  fiuanctal  proposals  made  by  the  re- 
dpoDSible  Grovernment  for  the  wants  of  the 
phblic  service  in  the  current  year,  it  is 
almost  impossible  for  your  Lordships  to 
amend  a  measure  of  this  description. 
Nor  do  I  desire  to  say  much  on  -any  of 
the  principles  which  are  contained  in  this 
Bill.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  principle  of 
graduation  has  been  adopted  with  verylittle 
and  certainly  with  inadequate  considera- 
tion. It  appears  to  me  that  that  principle 
is  fraught  with  very  considerable  danger, 
and  I  believe  that  in  the  opinion  of  many 
of  the  most  eminent  political  economists 
the  introduction  of  the  principle  of 
graduation  into  the  taxation  either  of 
income  or  of  capital  must  have  a  ten- 
dency to  diminish  the  inducement  for 
the  accumulation  or  saving  of  wealth, 
must  tend  to  reduce  the  capital  of  the 
country,  and,  therefore,  must  exercise  a 
prejudicial  influence  upon  all  classes,  and 
most  of  all  upon  the  working  classes.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  a  great  many  much 
more  serious  and  much  more  grave  in- 
stances might  be  adduced,  but  one  example 
occurs  to  me  which  illustrates  how  it  is 
possible  that  the  principle  of  graduated 
taxation  as  introduced  into  this  Bill  may 
tend,  to  use  a  familiar  expression,  to  kill 
the  goose  which  lays  the  golden  eggs. 
Take  the  case  of  collections  of  works  of 
art  or  large  libraries  belonging  to  a  great 
estate.  This  measure,  in  such  cases, 
would  double  the  heavy  taxation  already 
imposed  upon  them.  It  may,  in  many 
instances,  become  a  question  whether  it 
will  be  possible  to  retain  these  collec- 
tions. It  may  be  necessary  to  sell  them. 
They  will  be  sold  either  in  this  country 
or  to  go  abroad.  If  they  are  sold  in  this 
country  and  pass  into  estates  of  smaller 
amount,  the  State  will  lose  any  benefit 
which  it  expects  to  derive  from  the 
principle  of  graduation.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  are  sold,  and,  as  is  not 
improbable,  they  pass  by  sale  out  of  the 
country  altogether,  then  these  properties, 
which  at  the  present  time  at  periodical 
intervals  are  yielding  a  certain  income  to 
the  State,  will  cease  to  yield  that  income 
altogether,  and  the  State  will  be  a  loser, 
and  not  a  gainer,  by  the  transaction. 
Again,  another  new  principle  of  very 
great  importance  has   been    introduced 


into  this  measure.  It  is  proposed  for  the 
first  time '  to  levy  these  graduated  duties 
in  favour  of  the  Crown,  not  on  the  pro- 
perty which  is  inherited  by  the  successor, 
but  on  the  amount  which  was  possessed 
by  the  deceased  person.  That  is  a  pro- 
posal which  appears  to  be  founded  on  the 
principle  deferred  to  by  the  noble  Lord 
who  has  just  sat  down,  that  the  property 
of  the  deceased  person  reverts  abso- 
lutely to  the  State,  and  that  no  one  has  a 
right  to  dispose  of  his  property  after 
death  until  it  has  paid  such  toll  as  the 
State  may  demand.  My  Lords,  this  appears 
to  be  a  principle  which  may  be  carried  very 
far. .  It  is  only  at  the  good  pleasure  and 
by  the  moderation  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  that  this  toll  is  at  present 
limited  to  4,  or  5,  or  6,  or  7,  and  in  no 
case  more  that  8  per  cent.  But  when 
once  the  principle  is  admitted  that  the 
State  has  the  first  claim  upon  property 
which  passes  by  death,  and  that  no  one 
inherits  except  on  condition  of  the  pay- 
ment of  such  toll  as  the  State  may  arbi- 
trarily demand,  it  is  difficult  to  see  why 
those  limits  are  not  capable  of  indefinitie 
extension  until  they  reach  absolute  con- 
fiscation ;  and  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
hear  from  some  Member  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  what  natural  point  does,  in 
their  opinion,  exist  which  will  impose  any 
reasonable  limit  to  the  taxation  which, 
upon  this  principle,  may  be  levied  upon 
the  property  of  a  deceased  person.  But,  as 
I  have  said,  I  do  not  desire  to  enter  at  any 
length  into  the  discussion  of  this  principle. 
I  do  not  profess  to  possess  either  the 
financial  or  economical  knowledge  which 
would  enable  me  to  do  so  with  advantage. 
My  only  object  in  rising  on  this  occasion 
is  to  endeavour,  if  I  can,  to  obtain  from 
Members  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
who  are  responsible  for  this  Bill  some 
further  explanation  and  information  as  to 
the  probable  practical  results  which  they 
anticipate  will  arise  from  it,  and  I  think 
even  after  the  long  and  protracted  dis- 
cussion in  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
there  is  some  room  for  further  informa- 
tion upon  these  points.  Now,  my  Lords, 
it  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the  first  and 
most  important  points  on  which  we  and 
the  country  ought  to  be  able  to  form  some 
clear  idea  is  as  to  the  class  of  persons  who 
are  to  be  mainly  affected  by  this  measure. 
It  seems  to  me  rather  remarkable,  and  I 
do  not  think  the  point  has  been  much 
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brought  out  or  discussed  in  the  House  of 
CommoDSy  that  a  great  many,  perhaps 
the  majority,  of  the  persons  who  will  be 
most  seriously  affected  by  this  measure 
will    not    be    those    who    are    directly 
affected,  but  those  who  are    indirectly 
affected.    The  case  has  generally  been 
argued,  up  to  the  present  time,  as  if  the 
measure  affected  only  very  rich  men  or 
men,  less  rich,  but  still  possessed  of  a 
considerable   amount   of   property.      It 
has    been    defended   upon    the    ground 
that     it      will      bring      actual     relief 
to     a      large     and      deserving      class 
of  persons  of  very  small  incomes,  persons 
belonging  to  the  class  just  superior  in 
point  of   income  to  the  working  class, 
which  has  been  described  by  some  one  as 
the  class  ''  which  has  begun  to  wear  a 
black  coat."     Now,  however  desirable  it 
may  be  that  relief  should  be  given  to 
this  large  and  most  deserving  class,  there 
is  a  still  larger  class  of  persons  in  a  posi- 
tion of  greater  poverty  than  that  class, 
to  whom  the  consequences  of  this  measure 
may  be,  not  relief  of  their  actual  position, 
nor  even  some  diminution  of  their  present 
incomes,  but  to  whom   it    may  be  the 
actual  deprivation  of  their  entire  means 
of  subsistence.     That  will  be  the  case  if 
this   measure    should    have    the   conse- 
quences some  of  us  anticipate  from  it. 
Our  contention  is  that  this  Bill  will  im- 
pose upon  rich  men,  and  upon  some  men 
who  are  not  rich,  new  burdens,  which  we 
do  not  say  will  ruin  them,  but  which  will 
necessarily  impose  on  them  the  necessity 
of  making  some  very  considerable  changes 
in  the  objects  upon  which  their  income 
has  hitherto  been  spent,  which  will  cause 
some   great   change    in    their   mode  of 
living,  which  will  force  them  to  resort  to 
economies   and  retrenchments   in  many 
directions.     And  if  your  Lordships  con- 
sider what  are  the  objects  upon  which 
the  incomes  of  most  rich  men  are  spent 
it  will  be  clear  that  a  large  part  of  those 
incomes  are  spent  directly  in  the  payment 
of  wages  and  of  labour,  and  a  still  larger 
part  is  indirectly  spent  for  the  same  pur- 
poses.    A  large  portion  of  the  expendi- 
ture   of    rich    men    consists    in    wages 
directly   paid    for    labour,   and   another 
portion  in  the  purchase  of  commodities 
produced  by  labour  for  which  wages  are 
paid,  and  if  we  are  right  in  our  anticipa- 
tions the  immediate  and  direct  effect  of 
this  measure  will  be  to  produce  a  neces- 
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sity  for  great  retrenchment  and  economies 
in  many  directions  on  the  part  of  rich 
men.  It  seems  to  me  to  follow,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  that  the  immediate 
effect  of  the  Bill  will  be  a  great  direct, 
and  perhaps  a  still  greater  indirect, 
cessation  of  the  employment  of  labour, 
and  certainly  a  great  dislocation  of 
labour.  Thus,  the  persons  who  will  be 
most  affected  by  the  Bill  will  not  be  the 
rich,  who  will  have  actually  to  pay  the 
tax,  and  to  whom  these  changes  may 
meau  nothing  but  some  alteration,  more 
or  less  complete,  in  their  present  mode 
of  life,  and  some  deprivation  of  luxuries 
or  means  of  enjoyment,  but  those  who, 
owing  to  the  operation  of  the'  mea- 
sure, are  deprived  of  their  means 
of  subsistence.  While  the  wealthy 
classes,  and  especially  the  landowners, 
have  been  attacked  and  sneered  at  for 
their  unwillingness  to  bear  a  fair  share 
of  the  public  burdens — ^for  purposes  of 
national  defence  and  the  maintenance  of 
our  Navy-^nothing  has  been  heard  of 
the  case  of  these  men  who  are  really  far 
more  directly  affected  by  the  proposed 
increases  of  taxation  than  those  on  whom 
they  will  directly  fall.  Two  answers 
have  been  given  to  these  contentions. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  said  that  we  greatly 
exaggerate  the  effect  which  will  be  pro- 
duced, and  in  the  next  place  we  are  told 
that  even  if  our  apprehensions  are  well 
founded  it  only  shows  that  some  classes 
of  property  have  hitherto  escaped  their 
fair  share  of  taxation,  and  that  be  the 
consequences  what  they  may  that  injus- 
tice must  be  redressed.  As  to  the  first 
point,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difference 
even  among  the  authors  of  this  measure. 
Mr.  Fowler  dismisses  lightly  the  case  of 
the  very  rich  men.  He  says  when  he  is 
told  that  this  is  a  measure  that  would 
scatter  works  of  art  abroad,  and  reduce 
the  stately  splendour  of  great  houses^ 
that  he  does  not  believe  a  word  of  it,  but 
he  admits  that  it  will  press  very  heavily 
upon  landowners  with  moderate  rentals. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  has 
never  admitted  that  this  taxation  will 
press  heavily  on  anyone  at  all.  These 
allegations,  my  Lords,  cannot  in  my 
opinion  be  dismissed  by  a  summary  de* 
claratlon  that  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
does  not  believe  a  word  of  them.  What 
Mr.  Fowler  and  Sir  W.  Harcourt  do  not 
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appear  to  me  to  see  is  that  this  largely 
increased  taxation  is  going  to  be  levied 
on  a  great  amount  of  property  which 
brings   in    no   income  at  all,  and   on  a 
farther  amount  of  property  which  brings 
in  a  very  small   income.     When  Sir  W, 
Harcourt  speaks  of  a  millionaire  or  of  a 
man    wifch  £100,000    or    £200,000    he 
appears  always  to  assume  that  his  capital 
is  invested  in  the  Funds,  or  some  other 
security  which  produces  an  income  of  3 
or  4  per  cent,  on  the  total  value  of  the 
capital.       The   Chancellor   of   the   Ex- 
chequer actually  spoke  the  other  day  of 
a   man   inheriting   £100,000  as   coming 
into    an   income   of  £4,000    or   £5,000 
a   year.     There    may    be     such    cases, 
and  of  such  men  it  may  bo   said    that 
the    tax     is    no   very    serious    matter, 
and    that,    as    Sir    William    Harcourt 
said,  the    amount    that    would    be    re- 
quired to  insure  the   estate  of  the  suc- 
cessor against  the  incidence  of  the  tax 
would  not  be  more  than  he  may  lose  on 
a  racecourse   in    an    afternoon,  or  than 
the   cost    of  a   moderate   two-year-old. 
Such  cases,  however,  are  extremely  rare. 
In  most  cases  the  estate   will  probably 
include   a  house  which  brings  in  no  in- 
come, but,  on  the  contrary,  is  an  expense, 
and  it  will  include  furniture,  plate,  works 
of  art,  and  other  things,  which  produce 
no  income.     A  very  large  proportion  of 
assets  which  consists    of  personal   pro- 
perty does  not  bring  in  anything.     It  is 
absolutely  impossible  to  say  what  in  such 
cases  may  be  the  income  expected  to  be 
derived   from   such   an  estate,  but  it  is 
quite  certain  that  in  all  ordinary  cases  it 
will  be  very  much  less  than  3  or  4  per 
cent.     I  am  not  attempting  to  argue  that 
it  is  unfair  that  such  estates  should  be 
subject  to  taxation  ;  all  I  contend  is  that 
it  is  absurd  to  say  that  in  the  case  of 
an  ordinary  inheritance,  even  if  it  con- 
sists  chiefly   of  personal   property,  the 
exaction  by  the  State  of  two,  or  three, 
or  four  years'  income  will  not  produce 
any  change   in  the   mode  of  life  of   the 
possessor.      It  must  be  remembered  that 
Sir  William  Harcourt's   millionnaire   is 
not  a  person  who  lives  in  a  lodging  and 
accumulates  his  income.     He  is  a  person 
who,  according  to  Sir  William  Harcourt's 
simile,  lives  in  palaces  and  who  frequents 
racecourses.       This  tax  will  necessitate 
a  great  change  in  the  mode  of  life  of  such 
a  man,  and  the  amount  of  labour  he  can 


employ  and  the  amount  he  can  spend  in 
his  immediate  neighbourhood.       If  that 
is   the   effect   in  the  case  of  an  estate 
mainly  consisting  of  personal  property, 
of  course  the  effect  of  the  measure  will 
be  immensely  greater  in  the  case  of  an 
estate  which  consists  chiefly  of  real  pro* 
perty.     In  that  case  the  successor  will 
not  only  have  to  pay  the  increased  duties 
upon  a  large  amount  of  property  which 
does  not  bring  him  in  any  income  at  all, 
he  will  also  have  to  pay  enormously  in- 
creased duties  upon  that  portion  of  his 
capital  which  does  produce  an  income,  but 
in  the  case  of  land  not  more  than  2  per 
cent.,  if  it  ever  reaches  that.      ^^  com* 
menting  upon  the  estimate  which  on  one 
occasion  I  attempted  to  form  of  the  sur- 
plus income  which  the  owner  of  a  landed 
estate,  with  a  residence  upon  it,  may  be 
expected  to  receive,   Sir   William  Har- 
court said  that  I  appeared  to  have  in  my 
mind  something  that  might  be  described 
as  "  male  pin-money."  How  did  I  arrive 
at  the  amount  ?     I  deducted  the  interest 
on  mortgages  and  other  debts,  the  cost  of 
management,  the  amount  of  expenditure 
on  the  estate,  including  the  cost  of  new 
buildings   and  repairs,    allowances    and 
remissions     of     rent     to    tenants,    the 
maintenance   of  roads    and  fences,  the 
cost    of  keeping     up    places     of    resi- 
dence, and  also  local  subscriptions  and 
pensions.  That  which  remains,  and  which 
is  described  by  Sir  W.  Harcourt  as  "  male 
pin-money,"  has  to  provide  the  household 
and  establishment  expenses  of  the  owner, 
the  maintenance  of  himself  and  his  family, 
the    provision    he    may    make   for    his 
younger   children,  his   private  subscript 
tions,  and,  in  fact,  the  whole  of  his  per- 
sonal expenditure.     It  is   no   exaggera- 
tion to  say  that  in  the  case   of  almost 
Qvery  landed  estate  with  a  residence  upon 
it  the  new  Estate  Duties  which  are  to  be 
levied  will  amount  to  at  least  five  years, 
and  in  a  great  many  cases  to  much  more 
than  five  years,  of  any  surplus  income 
for  fulfilling  the   functions  to   which  I  . 
have   referred.      Human    nature    being 
what  it  is,  is  it  likely  that  a  man  who  is 
forced  to  reduce  his  expenditure  largely  and 
make  great  retrenchments  will  continue 
to  pay  his  local  subscriptions  and  to  keep 
up  a  large  house  and  an  extensive  place 
when  perhaps  nothing  might  be  left  for 
his  familv  and  himself  to  live  on  ?     In- 
evitably in  99  cases  out  of  100  he  will 
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select  for  retrenchment  that  branch  of  his 
expenditure  which  least  affects  himself 
and  those  who  belong  to  him«  and  in  a 
great  many  cases  it  would  not  even  be  a 
matter  of  choice,  but  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity to  him.  He  will  be  compelled  to 
stop  all  that  outlay  to  which  I  have 
alluded  and  altogether  to  change  his  mode 
of  life.  This  is  not  a  matter  of  specula- 
tion, but  of  absolute  certainty.  Every 
one  who  has  the  smallest  acquaintance 
with  the  country  knows  that  in  recent 
years,  without  the  pressure  of  this  new 
taxation  and  owing  solely  t  j  the  pressure 
of  bad  times,  large  numbers  of  persons 
have  been  compelled  to  close  their  country 
houses,  to  diminish  their  outlay  upon 
their  estates  to  the  utmost  possible  extent, 
and  to  live  either  in  Loudon  or  abroad. 
It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  speculation  but  of  absolute 
certainty  that  the  imposition  of  this  new 
and  certainly  heavy  burden  must  have 
the  effect  of  greatly  accelerating  that 
process  which  has  been  going  on  in 
recent  years.  Some  may  say  that  these 
duties  will  lead  to  a  greater  dis- 
tribution of  the  land,  and  that  that  will 
be  an  advantage.  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  this  will  be  the  effect.  No 
doubt  this  change  will  greatly  increase 
the  inducements  to  sell  land,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  will  greatly  diminish  the  in- 
dncements  to  acquire  land.  However, 
whatever  may  be  the  effect  in  that  respect, 
that  is  not  the  ground  upon  which  the 
question  has  been  argued.  We  are  told 
that  this  measure  is  not  going  to  have 
the  effect  of  closing  or  accelerating  the 
closing  of  country  houses,  and  that  our 
fears  and  apprehensions  are  groundless  ; 
bnt  that  assertion  is  not  supported  bv  a 
particle  of  proof  as  against  the  undoubted 
common-seuse,  I  think,  of  the  view  1  have 
presented  to  your  Lordships.  Mr.  Morley, 
in  a  recent  speech  of  his,  said  that  if 
people  were  going  to  shut  up  their  places 
beoanse  they  would  now  have  to  bear 
their  fair  share  of  Imperial  taxation  it 
followed  that  in  the  past  other  people  bad 
been  paying  their  subscriptions  for  them 
and  aiding  to  keep  up  their  places.  Well, 
I  do  not  admit  that  this  measure  is  going 
to  bring  about  equality  of  taxation  as 
between  land  and  personal  property. 
Upon  this  point  again  there  luis  been 
great  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
authors  of  this  measure.  Sir  W,  Har- 
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court  as  far  as  I  know  has  never  ad- 
mitted that  land  has  anything  to  complain 
of  in  respect  of  the  pressure  of  local 
taxation,  but  Mr.  Fowler  admitted  the 
other  day  that  land  has  borne  and  stiU 
bears  an  undue  share  of  local  burdens,  and 
he  explicitly  promised  an  inquiry  with  a 
view  ^  redressing  grievances  at  some 
future  time.  This  does  not  appear  to  be  a 
very  statesmanlike  or  just  mode  of  pro- 
cedure, but  we  have  got  now  something 
in  the  nature  of  a  promise.  Theopinion, 
then,  appears  to  be  that  land  does  not  pay 
enough  Imperial  taxation,  but  more  than 
its  fair  share  of  local  burdens,  and  you 
are  going  to  establish  equality  by  placing 
a  full  or  excessive  share  of  Imperial 
burdens  upon  land,  and  postponing  for 
an  indefinite  time  the  redress  of  the 
grievance  under  which  land  suffers  in 
respect  of  local  taxation.  I  do  not  con- 
sider that  a  just  or  statesmanlike  way  of 
dealing  with  the  question.  But  if  yoa 
could  prove — if  it  was  possible  to  prove, 
which  I  do  not  think  it  is — that  land 
does  not  bear  its  fair  share  of  Imperial 
and  local  taxation,  taking  them  together, 
still  I  think  some  way  might  have  been 
discovered  less  oppressive,  more  gradual, 
more  just  than  that  which  has  been 
adopted.  Let  me  for  a  moment  examine 
what  is  the  difference  between  the  posi- 
tion of  owners  of  personalty  and  owners 
of  real  property.  Speaking  generally,  it 
may  be  said  that  the  possessor  of  per- 
sonalty is  bound  by  no  ties  to  any  special 
locality  or  to  any  special  mode  of  life. 
If  you  increase  taxation  upon  the  owner 
of  personal  property  and  reduce  his  in- 
come it  is  probably  not  very  difficult 
for  him  to  change  in  some  degree  his 
mode  of  life,  to  live  in  a  smaller  house, 
to  maintain  a  smaller  establishment,  to 
effect  economies  in  a  great  many  direc- 
tions without  experiencing  any  great 
wrench  in  either  his  own  existence  or 
that  of  the  i>eople  dependent  upon  him. 
The  case  of  the  owner  of  a  landed 
estate  is  entirely  different.  He  is  bound 
to  the  estate,  and  to  a  certain  scale  of  ex- 
penditure upon  it,  as  long  as  he  remain^ 
there.  For  him  it  is  no  question  of  cer- 
tain minor  economies  ;  for  him  the  ques- 
tion is  whether  he  shall  go  or  stay,  whe- 
ther he  will  stay  as  a  pauper,  unable  to 
discharge  the  duties  which  he  has 
hitherto  fulfilled,  or  whether  he  will  go 
and  abandon  altogether  the  occupationa 
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to  which  he  has  been  accustomed  and 
the  obligations  which  he  has  undertaken. 
That  is  the  qtiiestion  for  a  person  who  is 
affected  directly,  and  there  is  the  same 
distinction  among  the  persons  indirectly 
affected.     If  a  man  has  to  reduce  his  ex- 
penditure he  will  keep  fewer  servants  and 
horses,  and  will  dimihish  his  tradesmen's 
bills,  the  servants  having  to  find  other 
places,  the  tradesmen    other  customers. 
In  the  case  of  a  man  who  is  compelled 
by  the  operation  of  this  measure  to  close 
his  country  place  and  to  reduce  his   ex- 
penditure  upon   the  estate,   the   imme- 
diate effect  will  be  the  absolute  cessation 
of  the  employment  of  a  large  number  of 
people  who  probably  will  not  readily  find 
employment    anywhere    else,    and     the 
deprivation  for  hundreds  of  families  of,  at 
all  events,  their  present   means  of  sub- 
sistence.     My   Lords,  there  is   another 
point   to    which  I  desire   to    call   your 
attention.     The  other  day  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  laid  great  stress  upon 
the  power  of  life  assurance '-as  affording 
sufficient  and  adequate   protection  to  the 
owner  of  an  estate   and    his    successor 
against  the   effect  of  these  duties.     Sir 
W.  Harcourt,  however,  did  not   explain 
how  tbe  man  in  the  unfortunate  position 
of  being  over  50  or  60  years  of  age  can 
protect  himself  satisfactorily  by  assur- 
ance, and  he  did  not  tell  us  what  would 
be    the    position    of    an    estate    which 
happened    to    pass     by    two    or    three 
successions     to    persons    of    a     certain 
age  who  were  not  able  to  insure.     But, 
whatever  this  argument  may  be  worth,  it 
seems  to  point  to  the  fact  that  the  power 
to  protect  an  estate  against  the  effect  of 
these  duties  depends  very  much  upon  the 
age  of  the  possessor  at  the  time  when  he 
comes  into  possession  ;  in  other  words,  it 
IS  a  question  of  his  life  interest  in  the 
estate,  and  the  deduction  which  seems  to 
follow  is  that  it  would  be  more  just  to 
levy  these  duties  as  they  are  levied  now  in 
the  case  of  land,  upon  the  life  interest  of 
the  owners,  and  not  upon  the  capital  value 
of  the  estate.    Justice  and  equity  suggest 
that  this  principle  should  be  applied  to 
the  case  of  personal  property  as  well  as 
real,  rather  than  that  the  principle  which 
now  applies  to  personal  property  should 
be  unjustly  applied  to  land.     No  doubt 
I   shall    be   told   that,   if    this   method 
of  levying  duty  werw  adopted,  the  ueces* 
sary   provision   for  the    public    service 


would  not  be  obtained,  and  that  is  pro- 
bably quite  true  ;  but  what  then  becomeAs 
of  the  declarations  as  to  the  justice  and 
equity  of  this  readjustment,  which  was 
to  be  the  final  settlement  of  a  difficult 
and  complicated  question  ?  It  falls  from 
that  lofty  position  to  a  mere  expedient 
for  meeting  the  pecuniary  necessities  of 
the  moment.  It  becomes  nothing  bnt 
a  mere  temporary  makeshift,  which  will 
have  at  some  future  time  to  be  redressed 
and  put  on  a  more  equitable  basis.  My 
Lords,  I  think  it  might  be  possible  to 
have  adopteii  some  mode  of  making  this 
transition  more  gradual.  Would  it  not 
have  been  possible  to  equalise  taxation 
under  the  old  conditions  without  adding 
to  equalisation  the  accumulated  horrors 
of  aggregation  and  graduation  ?  If  this 
is  an  act  of  justice,  I  confess  it  seems  to 
me  in  many  respects  much  more  an  act  of 
injustice.  It  has  been  done  in  a  manner 
most  oppressive  and  most  unstatesman- 
like,  and  with  the  smallest  possible 
amount  of  regard  to  the  interests  of  any 
of  those  either  directly  or  indirectly 
concerned.  I  know,  my  Lords,  that  in 
making  these  observations,  and  those  I 
have  made  in  other  places  on  the  same 
subject,  I  am  exposing  myself  to  a 
certain  amount  of  misconception  and 
misrepresentation.  It  is  said  that  I 
and  others  who  speak  in  this  sense 
are  thinking  only  of  our  own  interest.  I 
attempted  in  those  observations  to  show 
that,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  not  the 
owners  of  property  on  whom  this  taxation 
will  fall  who  will  be  the  only,  or  even 
the  chief,  sufferers.  I  do  not  know 
whether  changes  which  will  be  forced 
upon  many  owners  of  property  will  be  in 
all  cases  distasteful  to  them.  I  am  noli 
at  all  sure  that  anyone  is  necessarily 
much  happier  for  having  a  great  manv 
places  to  look  after  and  keep  up  than  if 
be  only  had  one,  or  perhaps  none.  I  am 
not  at  all  sure  that  to  a  great  many 
coontry  squires,  especially  young  ones, 
the  exchange  of  tbe  routine  of  country 
life  and  the  duties  of  country  life  for  re- 
sidence in  London,  even  in  a  lodging, 
with  all  the  attractions  of  the  London 
clubs  and  London  places  of  entertain- 
ment, and  all  the  other  attractions  of 
London  life,  or  even  the  change  to  a 
residence  abroad  and  foreign  travel, 
would  be  in  all  cases  a  distasteful  change. 
It  is  not  on  those  who  will  be  durectly 
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a£fected  that  the  chief  burden  will  fall. 
It  will  be  borne  by  those  who  will  have 
,  no  such  option,  for  whom  it  will  not 
merely  mean  a  change  in  their  former 
manner  of  existence,  but  perhaps,  for  the 
present  at  all  events,  the  absolute  de- 
privation of  the  means  that  have  hitherto 
been  their  support.  I  do  not  believe 
that  this  measure  is  going  to  be  in  any 
sense  a  final  settlement  of  the  question. 
I  believe  that  the  hardships  both  direct 
and  indirect  which  it  will  entail  will 
make  it  odious  to  many  who  may  view  it 
with  approval  or  with  indifference.  I 
believe  that  its  oppressive  character  will 
necessarily  lead  to  attempts,  and  probably 
successful  attempts,  at  evasion,  and  I 
believe  the  Eovenue  will  not  reap  the 
benefit  expected  from  it,  and  that  at  no 
distant  time  both  those  who  are  the 
subjects  and  those  who  are  the  recipients 
of  this  taxation  will  have  to  recognise 
the  necessity  of  revising  it  again  from 
its  very  foundation  and  placing  it  on  a 
more  equitable  and  a  fairer  basis. 

•Lord  FARRER  said  he  felt  un- 
willing, not  having  been  long  a 
Member. of  the  House,  to  address  their 
Lordships  on  so  extremely  important  a 
subject.  He  had,  however,  devoted 
some  attention  to  it,  and  he  would  like 
to  say  a  few  words  upon  one  or  two 
points  in  the  speech  of  the  noble  Duke, 
to  whom  he  always  listened  with  almost 
more  attention  and  respect  than  any 
other  Member  of  the  House.  The 
noble  Duke  cast  some  contempt  on 
the  notion  of  treating  such  a  subject 
as  a  matter  of  expediency  in  raising 
money.  But  the  fact  that  a  large  sum 
had  to  be  raised  for  the  public  expendi- 
ture really  lay  at  the  bottom  of 
the  whole  question.  A  larger  sum  was 
now  demanded  for  naval  purposes  than 
hitherto,  and  the  question  was,  how  was 
that  demand  to  be  met  ?  It  was  not  a 
question  of  expediency,  but  of  absolute 
necessity.  He  would  not  go  into  Sir 
William  Harcourt's  difficulties.  They 
had  been  very  great.  He  had  succeeded 
to  four  very  lean  years  after  four  very 
fat  years.  He  had'vhad  to  meet  a  new 
demand  for  navnl  expenditure,  and  in 
addition  to  pay  off  a  de^t  of  £6,000,000 
charged  upon  him  by  tbe  late  Govern- 
ment. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
The  Duke  ofDevonthii 


met  those  difficulties  by  varions  expe- 
dients, which  had  not  been  mentioned  in 
this  Debate,  and  had  taken  the  oppor- 
tunity of  revising  our  whole  system  of 
taxation  and  of  making  certain  changes 
in  answer  to  loud  complaints  which  had 
been  made  with  reiterated  force  from 
time  to  time.  The  most  important 
feature  in  the  whole  scheme  was  the 
acceptance  and  acknowledgment  once  for 
all  of  the  system  of  graduated  taxation. 
It  was  not  a  new  thing.  It  had  been  in- 
troduced by  Sir  StaffordNorthcote  in  con- 
nection with  the  Income  Tax,  and  had  been 
extended  by  Mr.Goschen  in  various  ways. 
The  principle  that  accumulated  wealth 
should  pay  not  only  in  arithmetical  pro- 
portion to  its  amount,  but  in  greater  pro- 
portion as  it  became  larger,  was,  he 
believed,  a  just  principle,  because  the 
sacrifice  was  less  to  the  rich  man  than 
to  the  poor  man.  The  noble  Duke  said 
it  would  prevent  saving,  but  would  it 
prevent  saving  more  than  an  Income 
Ta]c  or  taxes  on  articles  of  consump- 
tion ?  The  taxes  on  the  luxuries  of 
the  poor  man — ^tobacco  and  alcohol — 
were  already  as  high  as  they  could 
be,  and  therefore,  if  the  taxation  of 
articles  of  consumption  was  to  be  carried 
any  further,  it  would  have  to  be  ex- 
tended to  the  food  of  the  poor  and  the 
raw  material  used  in  our  industries.  We 
had  no  other  resource8.  Why  was  a  tax 
upon  the  rich  man^s  accumulated  wealth  a 
greater  hindrance  to  saving  and  industry 
than  a  tax  upon  articles  of  consump- 
tion or  upon  income  ?  The  noble  Duke 
gave  some  instances  to  show  how  it  would 
work — among  others,  in  the  dispersion  of 
art  collections.  But,  if  so,  the  money 
would  not  be  lost  to  the  State  for  the 
purposes  of  taxation,  because  the  works 
of  art  would  not  be  sold  for  nothing,  and 
it  would  only  be  the  form  in  which  the 
property  was  held  that  would  be  changed. 
The  noble  Duke  said  that  if  this  principle 
were  once  begun  there  would  be  no  end 
to  it.  That  was  their  old  friend  ^'  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge  '*  again,  and  that 
argument  might  be  applied  to  almost 
everything.  What  was  the  answer  to 
it  ?  That  Englishmen  possessed  a  certain 
amount  of  common  sense  and  were  not 
going  to  commit  suicide.  Then  the  noble 
Duke  said  that  by  taxing  the  very  rich 
man  they  would  prevent  him  from 
giving  employment  to    others.      There 
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might  be  a  diversioD  of  money  in  such  a 
case,  but  the  monej  would  »till  be  spent 
on  labour,  and  there  would  be  just  as 
much  labour  employed,  whether  in  dock- 
yards or  in  other  fields  of  industry.  Ii 
would  not  be  lost  to  industry  at  all,  but 
would  be  merely  an  alteration  from  the 
spending  of  the  money  on  country  resi- 
dences, gardens,  race-horses,  and  other 
pleasures  perhaps  innocent  enough.  For 
his  own  part,  he  was  not  sure  that  such 
expenditure  was  not  preferable  to  building 
ironclads.  The  noble  Duke  expatiated  on 
the  hardships  which  would  be  inflicted  on 
owners  of  land  by  the  alteration  in  their 
habits  and  by  the  difficulties  in  main- 
taining their  country  places  which  would 
follow  additional  taxation  on  land. 
The  noble  Duke  said  that  landed  estates 
produced  scarcely  any  income  after 
making  all  deductions.  No  doubt  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  land  in  the  country 
that  was  producing  nothing  at  all,  be- 
cause It  was  occupied  for  pleasure  and 
as  a  luxury  ;  but  its  selling  value  was 
enormous.  Was  the  fact  that  it  was  not 
producing  income  any  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  taxed  ?  The  rent  or 
income  derived  from  land  was  no  test 
of  its  real  value.  It  was  one  of  the  great 
complaints  outside  that  ground  values 
were  not  taxed  according  to  their  real 
worth.  He  deeply  sympathised  with  an 
heir  who  came  into  an  estate  with  nothing 
but  his  rents  to  depend  upon,  and  ad- 
mitted that  it  would  have  been  well  if 
the  change  in  taxation  could  have  been 
proposed  at  a  time  when  the  landed  in- 
terest suffered  less  than  at  present.  But 
were  there  no  other  persons  suffering 
too— persons  whose  incomes  were  dimi- 
nishing through  the  shrinkage  in  the 
value  of  investments?  The  answer  to 
the  complaint  of  the  landowners  was 
this  :  '^  You  ara  in  a  peculiar  situation. 
Your  property  is  exempt  from  taxation 
to  which  other  property  is  subject. 
At  the  same  time,  you  have  given  a 
vote  to  every  householder  and  work- 
man. Do  you  think  these  men  will 
look  quietly  upon  large  accumulations 
of  property  which  remain  untaxed  ?  ** 
Socialistic  doctrines  were  abroad,  and, 
although  the  good  sense  of  our  fellow- 
countrymen  would  reject  them,  they 
acquired  considerable  strength  from  their 
alliance  with  the  cause  of  labour.  Was 
this  a  time  at  which  'landowners  could  ^ 


afford  to  maintain  exemptions  from 
general  taxation  which  had  been  long 
and  bitterly  complained  of  ?  Was  it  not 
a  matter  of  extreme  danger  that  these 
complaints  should  continue  ?  Was  it  not 
unwise,  on  the  part  of  landowners,  to 
give  the  people  power  and  not  take  upon 
themselves  a  full  share  of  the  burdens  of 
the  people  ?  Was  it  not  wiser  to  meet 
the  people  half-way  ?  He  felt  strongly 
upon  this  subject  because  of  what  he  had 
heard  in  another  place,  where  he  had  wit- 
nessed the  result  of  these  new  modes  of 
thought.  In  the  London  County  Council 
you  could  not  mention  the  subject  of  taxing 
ground  values  without  raising  a  cheer, 
which  was  very  significant  indeed,  and 
he  did  not  believe  there  was  any  way  in 
which  you  could  meet  those  manifesta- 
tions of  a  possible  danger  so  safely  as  by 
accepting  willingly  and  loyally  alterations 
in  taxation  which  were  just  in  them- 
83lvea. 

The  Earl  of  DUNR AVEN  dealt  with 
an  aspect  of  the  Bill  not  yet  touched  upon. 
However  strongly  he  might  feel  upon 
the  question  of  the  effect  the  Bill  would 
have  upon  the  landed  interests  and  the 
milliqps  of  people  dependent  upon  them 
he  would  not  refer  to  it,  that  question 
having  been  exhaustively  de<ilt  with  by 
the  noble  Duke,  beyond  asking  one  ques- 
tion. The  noble  Lord  who  had  just  sat 
down  appeared  to  think  that  it  mattered 
comparatively  little  that  a  number  of 
agricultural  labourers  were  thrown  out 
of  employment  because  money  would  be 
spent  in  other  occupations ;  but  what 
was  to  become  of  the  agricultural  la- 
bourers before  they  were  converted  into 
artizans  or  dockyard  workmen  ?  If  the 
noble  Lord  had  explained  that,  his  argu- 
ments would  have  had  greater  force. 
He  wished  to  obtain  from  the  Govern- 
ment a  little  information  as  to  the  effect 
the  Bill  would  have  upon  the  liberties 
of  Her  Majesty^s  subjects  in  the  self- 
governing  colonies,  and  upon  the  relations 
existing  between  the  Colonies  and  the 
Mother  Country.  It  would  probably  not 
be  disputed  that  although  the  Imperial 
Parliament  could  in  its  wisdom  or  un- 
wisdom impose  any  taxation  it  pleased, 
and  to  any  amount,  upon  property  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  whose  Representatives 
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sat  iu  the  Hoa«e  of  CommoDfi,  Imperiar 
Parliament  had  no  right  to  tax  property 
in  the  self-governing  colonies  not  repre- 
sented there,  but  which  had  Legislatures 
of  their  own.  The  Bill  as  it  stood  must 
practically  have  the  effect  of  determining 
and  dictating  the  character  and  extent  of 
taxation  in  the  colonies.  Beyond  q iiestion, 
as  it  was  introduced  it  would  have  had 
the  effect  of  interfering  with  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  self-governing  colonies, 
and  a  very  powerful  and  dignified  protest 
was  made  by  the  High  Commissioner 
of  Canada,  and  by  the  Agents  General  of 
all  the  Colonies.  In  doing  so  they  asked 
the  very  pertinent  question — how  was  it 
possible  that  such  an  interference  as  was 
contemplated  in  this  Bill  could  be  made 
by  the  Imperial  Parliament  without  first 
suspending  the  respective  Constitutions 
of  the  various  colonies  ?  That  question 
was  answered  by  certain  modifications 
being  made  in  the  Bill.  Those  modifi* 
cations  were,  however,  insuflScient,  and 
as  they  were  somewhat  difficult  to  under- 
stand, perhaps  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  give  some  further  infor- 
mation about  them.  As  regarded  the 
effect  of  the  Bill  in  the  British  Posses- 
sions, Section  20  of  the  Bill  provided 
against  the  duty  being  paid  twice  over  : 
that  where  the  Death  Duty  was  charged 
upon  property  situate  in  a  colony,  Estate 
Duty  should  not  be  charged  also  upon  it — 
that  the  amount  of  the  Death  Duty 
levied  there  should  be  deducted  from  the 
amount  of  the  Estate  Duty.  But  what 
must  be  the  inevitable  effect  of  that  ?  It 
was  idle  to  suppose  that  any  colony  was 
going  to  allow  its  taxation  to  go  into  our 
Exchequer  ;  and  it  was  obvious  that  that 
would  force  the  colonies,  in  self-defence, 
to  adjust  their  Death  Duties  to  the 
amount  of  our  Estate  Duty,  whatever  it 
might  be.  Wo  were  thus  dictating  to 
the  colonies  the  character  of  their  taxa- 
tion whereby  they  were  to  raise  revenue, 
and  not  only  its  character  but  its  amount. 
He  doubted  very  much  whether  that 
would  tend  to  increase  the  feelings  of 
affection  with  which  the  colonies  re- 
garded the  Mother  Country.  The  Minister 
in  charge  of  the  finances  of  the  colony 
would  be  compelled  to  proceed  upon  the 
action  taken  by  the  Imperial  Parliament 
in  regard  to  the  Death  Duties  imposed  in 
the  colony.  Sub-section  2  of  Clause  20 
provided  that-* 
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••  Nothing:  in  this  Act  shall  be  held  to  create  a 
choii^  for  Estate  Duty  on  any  property 
situate  in  a  British  possession,  while  so  situate, 
or  to  authorise  the  CommisdonerB  to  take  any 
proceedings  in  a  British  possession  for  the 
recovery  of  any  Estate  Duty." 

At  first  sight  that  seemed  perfectly 
sufficient,  but  it  was  clear  the  Estate 
Duty  would  be  assessed  over  the  wholeof 
the  property  situate  in  the  colony,  and 
would  be  recoverable  upon  any  property 
possessed  by  the  deceased  person  in  this 
country.  The  Estate  Duty  was  to  be 
assessed  upon  all  a  man^s  property 
wherever  situate,  and  could  be  levied  on 
his  property  in  this  country.  He  failed 
to  see  a  concession  of  any  kind  in  that 
— it  was  a  mere  subterfuge.  Did  it 
appear  a  wise  thing  to  their  Lordships 
or  a  just  thing  to  so  levy  duties  on  pro- 
perty situated  iu  the  colonies  ?  Take  the 
case  of  Australian,  Canadian,  or  other 
colonists  coming  over  to  this  country, 
residing  and  becoming  domiciled  here. 
Though  deriving  large  incomes  from 
property  mainly  situate  in  the 
colonies,  it  was  absurd  to  suppose  they 
would  not  acquire  a  certain  amount  of 
property  in  this  country,  and  their  pro- 
perty here  would  be  attachable  for  the 
payment  of  the  Estate  Duty.  A  colonist 
might  live  for  a  great  number  of  years 
nere.  Domiciled  in  this  country,  his 
whole  property  had  been  made  in  the 
colony,  and  was  situated  there ;  his  heirs 
were  born  and  domiciled  in  the  colony, 
and  probably  never  left  the  colony,  and 
yet  in  such  a  case  they  would  have  to 
pay  the  Estate  Duty,  and  it  would  come 
into  the  Exchequer  of  this  country. 
That  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
be  just.  And  was  it  a  wise  thing 
to  discourage,  as  the  Bill  must, 
colonial  gentlemen,  native-born  iu  the 
colonies,  who  had  amassed  fortunes, 
coming  to  spend  the  autum  of  their  days 
in  this  country  ?  Of  course,  there  were 
many  other  inconveniences  incidental  to 
this  portion  of  the  Bill.  There  was  the 
immense  amount  of  litigation  which  was 
almost  certain  to  take  place  in  deter- 
mining whether  a  man  was  or  was  not 
domiciled  iu  this  country,  because  im* 
mense  issues  would  depend  upon  that, 
and  then  it  would  be  exoeediugly  difficult 
to  get  men  to  act  as  executors  in  such 
icomplicated  oases.     But  these  were  all 
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comparatively  8mall  matters.  -Wliat  he 
protested  against,  and  objected  to  in  the 
Bill,  was  the  introdaction  of  a  principle 
which,  however  it  might  be  viewed  in 
theory,  in  practice  limited  the  rights  of 
the  self-governing  colonies  to  use  the 
whole  field  of  taxation  open  to  them 
for  the  purposes  of  their  own  revenue. 
He  objected  to  that,  and  he  objected 
to  the  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom  dictating  in  practice — as  bj 
this  Bill  it  did — to  the  self-governing 
colonies  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
to  raise  the  taxation  and  the  amount  of 
that  taxation.  The  principle  was  a 
thoroughly  bad  one.  It  w-as  through  the 
adoption  of  a  similar  principle  that  Great 
Britain  lost  the  vast  Empire  which  had 
now  developed  into  the  United  States. 
We  lost  that  by  an  act  of  the  most 
culpable  imbecility,  and  it  would  be  a 
most  lamentable  thing  if  anything  of  the 
same  kind  should  in  any  degree  weaken 
the  ties  which  bound  the  Mother  Country 
and  the  colonies  together.  He  had 
always  held — and  whenever  he  had  had 
the  opportunity  he  had  always  stated — 
that  in  his  humble  opinion  the  whole 
future  of  the  country  and  the  welfare  and 
very  existence  of  the  teeming  millions  of 
our  industrial  population  depended  on  the 
maintenance  of  the  Empire,  of  the  unity 
of  the  Empire,  and  upon  its  growth  and 
development.  Whatever  might  happen 
in  the  future,  whatever  might  be  done  in 
the  way  of  closer  fiscal  arrangement  or 
of  legislative  union — whatever  might  be 
done  in  those  ways,  one  thing  was  quite 
certain  :  that  the  one  binding  tie  which 
would  hold  the  Colonies  to  the  Mother 
Country  and  the  Mother  Country 
to  them  was  the  sentimental  tie 
of  absolute  confidence  in  each  other,  and 
of  affection  and  trust.  He  deprecated  as 
strongly  as  be  could  anything  which 
would  have  a  tendency  to  weaken  that 
tie.  The  effect  of  the  Bill,  or  of 
the  part  of  it  of  which  he  was 
speaking,  might  not  be  immediately 
very  large.  That,  to  his  mind, 
made  very  little  difference.  It  certainly 
had  caused  a  feeling  of  uneasiness ;  it 
oertainly  was  creating  a  feeling  of  dis- 
trust, and  he  did  not  think  he  should 
exaggerate  if  he  said  that  it  had  en- 
gendered some  feeling  of  indignation. 
Whether  it  had  a  large  effect  or  whether 
it  had   a  small  effect  was  a  matter  of 


comparatively  small  importance.  What  he 
objected  to  and  what  he  protested  against 
was  what  he  should  have  thought  impos- 
sible, and  what  he  did  not  believe  any 
sane  man  a  few  months  ago  would  have 
thought  possible  had  happened — that  the 
Government  of  this  country  had  intro- 
duced into  a  Bill  the  principle  that  Par- 
liament here  had  the  power  to  interfere 
in  any  way,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the 
absolute  rights  and  privileges  of  the  self- 
governing  colonies  to  arrange  the  amount 
and  nature  of  their  taxation  themselves. 

•The  Duke  of  RUTLAND  said, 
seeing  that  no  Member  of  Her  Majesty^s 
Government  was  prepared  to  take  part 
in  the  Debate  at  this  moment,  he  ven- 
tured to  intrude  himself  for  a  fe^ 
moments  on  the  part  of  the  subject 
which  had  not  yet  been  discussed.  The 
speech  of  the  noble  Duke  who  spoke 
second  in  the  Debate  (the  Duke  of 
Devonshire)  ^  presented  so  clear  and 
cogent  and  crushing  a  criticism  of  the 
principles  and  main  provisions  of  the 
measure  that  he  did  not  think  it  in  the 
least  degree  necessary  to  deal  with  that 
part  of  the  question.  Budgets  might 
come  and  Budgets  might  go,  but  Chan- 
cellors  of  the  Exchequer  were  not  neces- 
sarily permanently  fixed  in  their  seats^  of 
office,  and  doubtless  there  would  be 
opportunities  in  the  future  to  mitigate,  If 
not  altogether  to  remove,  the  iniquities 
and  injustice  of  the  present  measure* 
The  principles,  however,  which  underlay 
their  Lordships^  action,  and  the  tradi* 
tions  which  they  represented,  had  a 
permanent  interest,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  not  be  subjected  to  any  kind  oSt 
derogation  in  the  course  of  these  di8«> 
cussions.  Now,  in  the  opening  of  these 
Debates  he  must  say  he  took  exception 
to  the  language  in  which  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  House  of  Lonls  in  this 
mattef  were  spoken  of  by  the  Prime 
Minister,the  official  guardian  of  them,  and 
by  the  noble  Earl  the  Foreign  Secretary. 
He  knew  not  whether  it  was  the  inten* 
tion  of  either  of  the  noble  Earls  to  speak 
in  the  course  of  the  Debute.  If  so,  per- 
haps they  would  give  some  explanation 
of  the  language  they  used,  which,  it 
seemed  to  him,  was  open  to  criticiRm  and 
hostile  comment.  The  Prime  Minister 
had  said — 
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*"!  do  not  think  that  it  is  neoeisary,  for  the 
purpoie  of  poasiDg  the  Bill,  that  your  Lordahipfl 
should  make  yourselves  masters  of  it ;  because 
I  deprecate  the  idea  that  the  House  of  Lords 
has  aDjthiDg  to  do  with  Money  Bills.'* 

Taken  strictly,  that  would  imply  that 
their  Lordships  ought  not  to  assent  to 
this  measure,  because  it  was  impossible 
to  conceive  passiug  a  Bill  to  mean  having 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  They,  however, 
uuderstood  what  the  noble  Lord  meant. 
He  wished,  no  doubt,  to  close  the  mouth 
of  the  noble  Duke  and  of  every  other 
Peer  in  the  House  who  might  wish  to  ex- 
press a  hostile  opinion  of  the  principles 
and  provisions  of  the  Bill.  But  the 
noble  Earl  the  Foreign  Secretary  went 
further.  The  noble  Earl  the  Prime 
Minister  simply  deprecated  discussion. 
The  noble  Earl  the  Foreign  Secretary 
was  kiud  enough  to  tell  them  what  rights 
the  House  of  Lords  had  with  respect  to 
these  Bills.     He  said — 

**  I  should  like  to  know  whether  it  Is  in- 
tended by  the  noble  Marquess  to  affirm  that 
this  House  has  exercised  the  privilege  of  amend- 
ing any  Money  Bills.  I  have  always  heard  that 
this  House  could  exercise  the  power  of  rejecting 
a  Money  Bill  as  a  whole ;  but  I  have  also 
always  heard  that  amendment  of  a  Money  Bill, 
whatever  may  be  the  abstract  right  of  this 
House,  has  long  been  refrained  from.  If  it  is 
about  to  be  introduced  on  this  occasion,  I  only 
hope  that  the  noble  Marquess  will  give  us  notice 
of  any  Amendment  before  he  moves  it." 

Now,  he  wished  to  answer  such  doctrine, 
not  in  any  language  of  his  own  or  in  the 
language  of  any  Tory  Peer,  but  in  the 
language  of  Mr.  Gladstone.  It  was  a 
ourious  fact  that  the  Foreign  Secretary's 
statement,  already  referred  to,  reproduced 
almost  literally  a  statement  made  in  1861 
by  Mr.  Newdigate.  Mr.  Newdigate  was 
the  authority  for  the  statement  that  the 
House  of  Lords  had  the  power  to  reject 
but  not  to  amend  a  Money  Bill.  And 
here  was  the  language  in  which  Mr. 
Gladstone,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  Leader  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  answered  Mr.  Newdigate — 

**  The  hon.  Member  has  again  fallen  into  an 
error  which  I  hoped  would  have  been  avoided 
after  the  discussions  we  have  had.  He  said 
that  the  House  of  Lords  may  not  alter  a  Money 
Bill,  but  mav  reject  it.  I  should  like  to  know 
where  it  is  that  the  hon.  Member  has  learned 
that  the  House  of  Lortls  are  possessed  of  a 
power  of  rejecting  in  any  sense  in  which  they 
are  not  poeseaBed  of  a  power  of  alteration.  No 
doubt  you  may  quote  the  dicta  of  important 
persons  in  the  House  of  Lords ;  but  the  dictum 
a  Member  of  the  House   of  Lords  does  not 

The  Duke  of  Rutland 


bind  the  House  of  Lords ;  and  by  no  proceed- 
ing has  that  House  ever  surrendered,  as  far  as 
I  know,  the  right  of  altering  a  Bill,  even  though 
it  touch  a  matter  of  finance.  If  I  might  aay^for 
my  own  part,  though  anxious  to  vindicate  the 
privileges  of  this  House  against  the  House  of 
Lords  where  need  may  arise,  yet  I  think  that 
the  House  of  Lords  is  right  and  wise  in  avoid- 
ing any  formal  surrender  of  the  power  even  of 
amendment  in  cases  where  it  might  think 
it  justifiable  even  to  amend  a  Bill  relating  to 
finance." 

Now,  people  had  expressed   some  sur- 
prise that  Mr.  Gladstone  in  1861,  during 
his  great  conflict  with  the  House  of  Lords 
on  the  subject  of  the  Paper  Duty  Repeal 
Bill,  should  have  thus  gone  out  of  his  way 
to  vindicate  the  right  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  not  only  to  reject,  but  to  ameud  a 
Money  Bill.     He  (the  Duke  of  Rutland) 
was  not  so  much  surprised  himself,  be- 
cause he  could  remember  the  year  1853, 
when  Mr.  Gladstone  was  Chancellor  of 
the   Exchequer  and  played  a  very  dis- 
tiDgnished  part  in  the  Coalition  Goveru- 
ment.     If  he  remembered  rightly,  it  was 
called    ^Hhe     Government    of    all    the 
talents,"  and  it  did,  certainly,  combine  a 
very   unusual   amount   of    political  and 
statesmanlike  wisdom.  In  1853  Mr.  Glad- 
stone for  the   first   time  sent  a  Money 
Bill     up     to     the     House      of     Lords 
imposing  a  Succession  Duty.     The  Bill 
was  contested.     Lord  Derby  moved  an 
Amendment    in    Committee,  and    Lord 
Aberdeen,  then  Prime  Minister,  replying 
to  him  in  his  courtly  and  stately  way, 
uttered  some  words  of  warning  to  the 
efiTect  that  the  Hpuse  of  Lords  had  better 
not  put  itself  into  conflict  with  the  House 
of  Commons  on   such   a   subject.     The 
Debate  went  on.     Strong  speeches  were 
made  protesting  against  the  line  which 
it   was   supposed   Lord    Aberdeen    had 
taken  in  derogation   of  the   rights  and 
privileges  of  the  House  of  Lords.    What 
happened  ?     A  very  distinguished  Mem- 
ber of  the  House,  the  late  Earl  Granville, 
after  quoting  the  opinion  of  Lord  Chatham 
*^  that  gift  and  grant  is  of  the  Commons 
alone,"  said — 

*'  He  believed  he  stated  the  opinion  of  all  his 
colleagues  when  he  said  that  they  did  not  agree 
with  the  doctrine  there  laid  down — that  they 
did  not  agree  with  the  doctrine  of  non-inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  their  Lordships'  House, 
nor  did  they  deny  the  right  of  their  Lordships 
if  they  thought  proper  to  interfere  with  or  make 
alterations  in  a  Money  Bill/' 

In  making  that  statement.  Earl  Gran- 
ville was  speaking,  not  for  himself  only, 
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but    the    Governmenty  indudiog    Lord 
Palmerston^    Lord    John    Russell^    Sir 
James  Graham,  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  he 
knew  not  how  many  more  of  the  most 
distinguished  men  of  the  daj.     The  De- 
bate went  on.    The  Government  debated 
the  question  exactij  as  it  would  debate 
any  other  question  in  the  House  of  JLiords. 
A  Division  was  taken,  and  the  Coalition 
Government  having  then  a  majority  in  the 
House  of  Lords  defeated  the  Amendment 
of  the  Earl  of  Derbj,  but  there  was'  no 
attempt  after  that  speech  of  Earl  Gran* 
ville  to  suggest  that  the  House  of  Lords 
was  debarred  from  debating  and  dividing 
on  that  or  any  other  Amendment  to  the 
Bill  for  the  imposition  of  a  Succession 
Duty.     He  had  said  so  much  because  he 
wished,   if    he   could,    to   extract   from 
some  Member  of  Her  Majesty^s  Govern- 
ment  an    expression   of    opinion  as   to 
the  old  constitutional  doctrines  to  which 
he  had  referred.     It  might  be  said  that, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Amendment 
moved  by  Lord  Derby  in  1853,  there  had 
been  n6  case  in  which  the  House  of  Lords 
had  amended  a  Money  Bill  in  anything 
like  recent  times.     That  was  not  so.     In 
the  course    of  that    very   Debate  Lord 
Derby  quoted  a  case  that  had  been  men- 
tioned to  him  by  Lord  Monteagle — who 
had  been  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
as  Mr.  Spring  Rice — in  which  the  House 
of  Lords,  in  the  case  of  the  Stamps  Bill, 
amended  it  and  sent  it  down  to  the  House 
of  Commons.     Mr.  Spring  Rice  gave  an 
account  of  what  happened.  The  old  form 
was  had  recourse  to.     The  Commons  laid 
aside   the    Bill,    and    then  immediately 
afterwards  introduced  a  new  Bill  incor- 
porating the  Amendment  of  the  House  of 
Lords.      That  Bill  was  sent  back  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  it  became  the  law  of 
the  land.     That   was   the    practice,  no 
doubt,  in  the  old  days,  and  it  was  adopted 
as  he  now  mentioned  during  the  Chan- 
cellor   of    the    Exchequership    of    Mr. 
Spring    Rice,    not   so    very    long  ago. 
Many  of  their    Lordships    remembered 
Mr.  Spring  Rice.     He  did.     Mr.  Spring 
Rice  was  an  extremely  able  and  ingenious 
man,  and  if  he  had  seen  his  way  to  re- 
jecting the  Amendment  of  the  House  of 
Lords  to  the  Stamps  Bill,  he  would  have 
done    so.     But  he  accepted  it,  and  the 
Bill  became  law  as  amended  in  the  House 
of  Lords.     He  had   quoted  these  facts 
because  he  felt  that  it  was  of  importance 


that  their  Lordships  should  take  a  firm 
stand  against  the  attempt  which  had 
been  made,  perhaps  unconsciously,  by  the 
two  noble  Lords  opposite  to  minimise, 
discredit,  and  possibly  destroy  their  Lord* 
ships^  undoubted  privileges.  He  would 
conclude  by  reminding  the  House  of  the 
Resolution  which  it  passed  in  1671  to  the 
effect  that  the  right  to  reject  or  to  alter  and 
amend  a  Money  Bill  was  an  inherent  and 
fundamental  element  of  their  Lordships* 
House, 

The  Dcke  of  ARGYLL  :  I  confess 
that  I  did  not  take  so  seriously  as  the 
noble  Duke  behind  me  the  off-hand  state- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister,  the  other 
night,  that  this  House  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Finance  Bill.  I  interpreted  it, 
and  I  think  that  later  circumstances  have 
confirmed  the  interpretation,  that  the 
Prime  Minister  and  bis  colleagues  in  this 
House  are  as  little  anxious  to  speak  on 
the  Bill  and  defend  it  as  some  of  us  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  and  wish  to  main- 
tain a  discreet  silence.  That  is  all  I 
understand  him  to  mean.  But,  my 
Lords,  I  believe  that  I  am  the  only 
Member  of  the  House  now  living  who 
was  a  Member  of  the  *'  Paper  Duty 
Cabinet"  of  1860 — unless  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Kimberley) 
was  a  Member — was  he  ? 

The  Earl  or  KIMBERLEY :  No. 
I  was  a  Member  of  the  Government,  but 
not  in  the  Cabinet. 

The  Duke  of  ARGYLL :  Yes ;  I 
believe  I  am  the  only  Member  of  the 
House  now  surviving  who  was  a  Member 
of  that  Cabinet,  and  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  matter  which  I  believe  to 
be  of  some  importance  to  the  honour, 
credit,  and  historical  truth  of  the  records 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  House. 
The  present  Bill  may  be  called  an 
omnibus  Bill,  embracing  the  whole  of  the 
financial  arrangements  of  the  year,  and 
not  merely  a  Bill  for  the  establishment  of 
the  Estate  Duty  or  the  alteration  of  the 
Income  Tax,  and  so  on,  but  embracing 
the  whole  field  of  the  Budget  of  the  Go* 
vernment.  That  form  is  due  to  the  course 
which  your  Lordships*  House  took  in  1 860» 
I  am  very  reluctant  to  say  anything  at 
the  present  moment  which  may  seem  to 
revive  personal  discussions  with  my  right 
hon.  Friend  who  was  lately  at  the  head 
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ol  the  Governnient,  aod  has  now  retired 
practically,  I  am  sorry  to  saj,  nnder  per- 
sonal suffering  into  private  life.  At  the 
same  time,  it  is  my  duty  to  state  the  facts 
to  this  House,  because  not  very  long  ago 
at  Glasgow  he  made  a  considerable 
attack  on  this  House,  and  he  said  that 
the  House  of  Lords  had  in  a  very  off- 
hand and  assoming  manner  rejected  a 
Money  Bill ;  that  as  a  punishment  he  had 
determined  that  in  future  all  the  financial 
arrangements  of  the  year  should  be  em- 
bodied in  one  measure,  so  that  there 
should  be  uo  opportunity  of  amending, 
and  their  Lordships  would  have  no  alter- 
native but  total  rejection  or  total  accept- 
ance. Now  I  wish  the  House  and  the 
country  to  understand  what  the  facts  of 
that  case  were.  In  1860  Mr.  Gladstone 
proposed  one  of  his  great  Budgets,  and' 
I  look  back  with  pleasure  and  pride  to 
the  fact  that,  both  in  the  Cabinet  and.out 
of  the  Cabinet,  I  was  a  warm  supporter 
of  ail  Mr.  Gladstone's  great  Budgets. 
That  Budget,  part  of  which  was  the 
repeal  of  the  Paper  Duty,  was  carried  in 
the  month  of  April  by  a  large  majority 
— the  full  majority  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  at  the  time,  and  that  was  no 
inconsiderable  one.  It  was  not  a 
majority  of  2,  such  as  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  says  he  would  be  satisfied  with, 
nor  20,  nor  even  40  ;  but,  if  I  remember 
aright,  it  was  50  at  least.  Very  soon 
afterwards  the  China  War  broke  out,  and 
before  many  months  had  passed  Parlia- 
ment and  the  country  became  aware  that 
very  heavy  charges  had  been  incurred 
and  that  new  taxes  would  be  required  to 
meet  the  expenditure  of  the  war.  In 
these  circumstances  a  reaction  of  feeling, 
with  regard  to  the  Paper  Duties,  took 
place,  not  only  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
but  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Lord 
Palmerston,  I  think,  made  no  secret  of 
his  dislike  of  the  repeal  of  the  Paper 
Duty,  not  on  its  merits  but  as  sacrificing 
a  large  amount  of  Revenue  at  a  dangerous 
moment,  and  when  the  public  did  not 
know  what  might  be  the  substituted 
taxation.  Under  these  circumstances, 
when  Mr.  Gladstone  brought  in  his  Bill 
his  majority  dwindled  from  50  to  8.  This 
showed  a  great  reaction  in  the  opinion  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  Bill  was 
carried  notoriously  against  the  feeling  of 
the  House  by  a  majority  which  did  not 
cover  the  actual  official  Members  of  the 
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Government,  It  was  in  \  these  circum- 
stances that  the  Bill  came  to  your  Lord- 
ships* House.  I  was  a  Member  of  the 
House  then,  and  I  spoke  strongly  against 
the  course  your  Lordships  took.  I  did 
not  think  it  was  a  wise  or  prudent 
exercise  of  power,  but  no  one  doubted  for 
a  moment  that  it  was  in  the  right  of  the 
House  ot  Lords  to  give  effect  to  that 
opinion.  What  I  want  to  point  out  is 
this  :  that  that  was  the  last  occasion^  so 
far  as  I  know,  on  which  the  House  of 
Lords  has  ever  exercised  the  power 
either  pf  amending  or  rejecting.  Reject- 
ing has  never  been  disputed.  We  have 
a  right  to  reject.  But  the  House  of 
Commons  has  said  ''If  you  amend  we 
throw  out."  That  is  how  it  came  about. 
It  is  not  that  we  have  ever  acknowledged 
the  limitation  of  our  right.  It  is  that  if 
we  amend,  the  House  of  Commons 
rejects,  or  will  not  go  on  with  a  Bill,  and, 
therefore,  there  is  no  alternative  between 
total  rejection  and  total  acceptance. 
What  I  complain  of  in  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Gladstone  at  Glasgow  is  that  the 
House  of  Lords  acted  in  a  defiant  manner 
towards  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  action  of  the 
House  of  Lords  was  due  to  reaction  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  Commons 
repented  of  its  earlier  vote,  and  un- 
doubtedly, and  it  was  quite  clear  that  in 
its  vote  on  that  occasion  this  House  was 
under  the  impression  that  it  was  giving 
effect  to  the  opinion  that  then  prevailed 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  I  now  come 
to  the  events  of  1861,  for  which  I  no 
doubt  was  fairly  responsible,  and  I  did 
not  like  them  at  the  time.  I  have  had 
the  curiosity  to  look  back  at  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's speech  on  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill  of  1861,  and  there  I  find  he 
distinctly  admits  that  there  were  serious 
objections  in  the  previous  year,  but  those 
objections  had  disappeared,  and  his  words 
implied  that  the  House  of  Lords  could 
not  be  seriously  blamed.     He  said — 

'*  This  is  the  important  fact :  that  the  repeal 
of  this  duty  received  the  sanction  of  a  large 
majority  of  this  Honse  last  year,  and  that  the 
majority  dwindled  on  the  sabeequent  oocasion 
in  face  of  the  £act  that  new  demands  for 
public  purposes  had  come  into  view,  and  because 
it  had  become  obvious  that  some  new  fiscal 
measure  must  be  passed  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Sxchequer.  Such  being  the  case,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  we  are  now  under  altered  and 
happier  ciroumstanoes,  and  are  making  pro- 
posals    that     will      not    only     receive   the 
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acquiescence  but  the  approval  of  the  House  of 
Commons." 

These  words  implied  uot  great  censure 
on  what  was  done  by  the  Hous&of  Lords, 
but  rather  an  admission  that  the  House 
of  Lords  had  merely  acquiesced  in  the 
course  taken  before,  and  that  now  they 
would  approve  of  the  Bill.  Mr.  Glad- 
stone then  took  the  course,  which  he  has 
since  boasted  of  as  an  invention  of  his 
own,  of  putting  all  the  financial  arrange- 
ments of  the  year  into  one  Bill, 
so  that  the  House  of  Lords  would  not 
have  an  opportunity  of  considering  the 
different  items  of  the  Budget,  even  with 
the  view  of  slight  alteration  or  objection. 
I  wish  now  to  say  that  I  repent,  and 
have  always  repented,  of  having  been  a 
party  to  that  course.  I  do  not  think  it  a 
right  or  statesmanlike  course  to  dodge  or 
trick  either  House  of  Parliament  out  of 
its  undoubted  rights  and  privileges.  I 
did  not  think  it  at  the  time  I  was  a 
party  to  it,  but  I  think  now,  and  have 
long  thought,  that  the  course  then  taken 
was  unworthy  of  the  Government  of  the 
day.  That,  then,  is  the  reason  of  this 
omnibus  Bill.  After  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Duke  lopposite,  in  which  I  almost 
entirely  concur — indeed  X  do  entirely 
concur  with  it,  though,  of  course,  in  a 
Bill  of  this  immense  importance  there 
are,  naturally,  points  of  detail  on  which 
our  criticisms  would  vary — it  is  not  my 
intention  to  enter  into  any  elaborate 
argument  against  the  Bill,  and  I  will 
only  say  that  it  is  a  Bill  which  taxes 
capital  as  opposed  to  income.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  existing  law  does 
not  tax  capital,  or  that  the  principle  of 
taxing  capital  within  moderate  limits  is 
not  in  itself  a  legitimate  thing ;  but 
everyone  who  has  read  anything  of 
political  economy  knows  that  the  masters 
of  political  economy  have  dwelt  upon  the 
danger  that  such  a  policy  involves,  be- 
cause capital  is  the  great  source  of  em- 
ployment of  the  poorer  classes.  This 
Bill  attacks  and  taxes  capital  to  an  ex- 
travagant degree,  and  especially  the 
capital  in  connection  with  land,  although 
agriculture  in  this  country  is  now  in  the 
greatest  distress  and  requires  a  large 
outlay  to  cope  with  its  difficulties.  My 
noble  Friend  the  noble  Duke  said  that 
the  new  tax  will,  in  many  cases,  amount 
to  four  or  five  years*  rent,  but  I  think  ray 
Doble  Friend  has  really  understated  the 


case.  I, have  no  doubt  about  it.  I  do 
not  think  the  public  generally — ^I  do  not 
think  those  Members  of  your  Lordships* 
Hou^^,  who  are  not  yourselves  land- 
owners oq  a  considerable  scale — ^under- 
stand the  enormous  outlays  i^ecessary  in 
the  management  of  landed  property.  X 
am  not  speaking  of  those  charitable  and 
public-spirited  obligation^  to.  which  my 
noble  Friend  alluded  in  his  speech  at 
Buxtofi  and  again  this  evening.  They 
are  theoretically  more  or  less  optional, 
although  practically  they  are  obligatory. 
I  apeak  of  the  outlay  necessary  in  the 
management  of  property  to  maintain  the 
rents  and  improve  the  habitations  of  the 
labouring  classes  and  the  tenantry.  On 
an  estate  of  my  own  on  which  there  is 
no  residence  or  luxurious  expenditure  of 
any  kind,  but  which  is  purely  an 
agricultural  estate,  I  find  that  in  the 
last  20  years  the  absolutely  necessary 
outlay  has  amounted  to  33  per  cent. 
It  is  a  gross  fallacy  to  say  that  you  are 
treating  the  two  classes  of  property — 
realty  and  personalty — with  equality, 
when  you  levy  the  same  tax  on  a  man 
who  has  £  1 00,000  in  the  funds  and  one  who 
has  £100,000  invested  in  land,  subject  to 
all  these  burdens.  It  is  not  equalisation ; 
it  is  throwing  an  unjust  and  especial 
burden  on  a  particular  class  of  property. 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  Bill  admits  a 
difierence  between  realty  and  personalty. 
A  concession  was  made  to  realty.  It 
allows,  I  think,  5  per  cent,  for  manage* 
ment,  but  so  far  as  I  can  make  out  it 
allov\rs  nothing  for  repairs  or  improve- 
ments. In  the  clauses  affecting  the 
the  Income  Tax  it  allows  a  reduction  of 
^,  or  12  per  cent.,  bnt  that  is  utterly  in- 
adequate to  meet  the  expenditure  on 
landed  property  at  the  present  time, 
remembering  what  must  be  the  enormous 
amount  of  rural  labour  represented  by 
anything  like  33  per  cent,  on  the  land  in 
this  country.  Schedule  A  of  the  Income 
Tax  represents  £197,000,000  according  to 
the  last  Eeturn,  and  if  we  calculate  33  per 
cent,  of  that  great  sum  we  shall  see  what 
an  enormous  amount  of  employment  we 
are  touching,  and  touching  to  a  dangerous 
extent.  Now,  I  am  not  very  fond  of 
abstract  principles  which  have  been  laid 
down  by  political  economists  about  taxa- 
tion ;  they  all  seem  to  me  to  be  plausible 
in  expression,  but  untranslatable  into 
practice.       There   is,  for  instance,   the 
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service  rendered  by  the  State.    It  is  said, 
and  very  plausibly,  that  the  State  renders 
larger  services  to  the  man  whose  succes- 
sion is  £500y000  as  compared  with  the 
man  whose  succession  is  only  £10,000. 
My  Lords,  I  am  not  sure  of  that  doctrine. 
I  hold  that  the  service  the  State  renders 
to  the  working  classes  in  securing  them 
peace  and  liberty  and  security  of  property 
is  even  greater  than  that  which  it  renders 
to  the  rich.     The  rich  and  powerful  can 
often  defend  themselves,  but    the  poor 
cannot.    And  if  you  touch  capital,  which 
is  the  source  of  employment,  and  above 
all  if  you  touch  the  spirit  of  enterprise, 
which  commands  capital  and  lays  it  out, 
you  withdraw  a  great  service  that  the 
State  ought  to  render  to   the   working 
classes.      Then  the  doctrine  of  ^  equal 
sacrifice  *'  I     How  to  you  translate  that  ? 
As  far  as  I  can  see,  it  means  that  you  are 
to  take  away  from  the  rich  everything 
but  a  small  modicum  of  income.      That 
is  the  outcome  of  the  principle  and  is 
what  many  are  aiming  at.      Could  there 
be  a  greater  folly  committed  ?     Is  it  not 
certain  that  the  increase  of  wealth  and 
the     multiplicity    of    human    desires — 
the   ambition   of  men   to    live    in    fine 
houses,  to  have  fine  furniture,  and  fine 
gardens,  and  fine  flowers — is  it  not  true 
that  all  these  desires  are  the  sources  of 
employment  to  the  people  ?     Is  it  not 
your  object  to  increase  wealth  in  order 
that  you  may  increase  and  multiply  the 
desires  of  men  ?     That  is  the  object  of 
all  civilised  Governments.     To  direct  the 
attention  of  the  people,  as  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  has  done  to-night,  in  an  indi- 
vidious  sense,  to  large  pieces  of  land  that 
are  kept  for  luxury  is  to  misdirect  their 
attention  altogether  as  regards  the  real 
question.     A  good  course  of  taxation  is 
that  nobody  shall  be  oppressed,  and  that, 
if  possible,  the  taxation  of  the  country 
shall  be  so  levied  that  nobody  shall  be 
conscious  of  an  exceedingly  heavy  and 
oppressive  burden.     That  would  be  the 
ne  plus  ultra  to  be  desired  in  taxation. 
One  of  the  sub-sections  of  the  Bill  fully 
admits  that  there  is  danger  of  oppressive 
taxation  or   oppressive  results  from  the 
Bill — the  9th  sub-section  of  Clause   8. 
It  says — 

**  Where  the  Commissioners  are  satisfied  that 
the  Estate  Duty  leviable  in  respect  of  any 
property  cannot  without  excessive  security  be 
raised  at  once,  they  may  allow  payment  to  be 

The  Duke  of  Argyll 


postponed  for  snch  period  and  to  such  extent  as 
the  Commissioners  may  think  fit*' 

What  does  '^excessive  security"  there 
mean  ?  It  does  not  mean  the  amount  of 
the  tax,  but  something  is  to  be  the  loss 
of  the  person  assessed.  That  is  to  say, 
that  the  subject  who  pays  the  tax  is  to 
pay  more  than  the  estate  gives.  That  is 
the  worst  description  you  can  give  of 
your  tax.  Reli^  is  in  the  discretion  of 
the  Commissioners.  That  is,  if  they  are 
hard-hearted  they  may  refuse  a  remedy. 
Those  who  are  assessed  may  go  to  the 
Commissioners  and  say,  ^'I  cannot  sell 
my  property  without  great  loss,"  and 
the  Commissioners  then  have  power  to 
give  some  relief.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
tax  will  always  act  oppressively,  but  it  is 
liable  to  do  so;  and  that  is  a  strong 
argument  against  it.  But  I  look  at  the 
whole  spirit  of  the  Bill  more  than  at  its 
details.  It  is  intended,  I  think,  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  people  to  the  in- 
creasing taxation  upon  capital — in  my 
opinion  a  most  mischievous  thing  in 
regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  world. 
What  are  we  suffering  from  now  ? 
Universal  depression.  I  will  not  go  into 
the  question  whether  currency  has  any- 
thing to  do  with  it — ^I  do  not  believe  it  is 
the  principal  cause — but  everyone  attri- 
butes it  to  want  of  enterprise,  due  to 
want  of  confidence  in  the  remuneration  of 
employment  and  in  all  the  conditions  of 
society.  Every  measure,  however  little 
in  its  scope,  which  adopts  new  and 
violent  principles,  tends  still  more  to 
unsettle  opinion  and  to  discourage  the 
industry  of  the  world.  That  is  ray  great 
objection  to  the  Bill,  though  I  feel  that 
in  the  position  in  which  we  are  placed  we 
can  do  no  more  than  protest  against  the 
dangers  of  this  class  of  legislation. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Herschell)  :  I  can  assure  the  noble 
Duke  that  it  is  from  no  doubt  or  hesita- 
tion as  to  the  principles  on  which  this 
measure  is  founded,  and  from  no  unreadi- 
ness to  defend  it,  that  no  Member  of  the 
Government  has  up  to  the  present  mo- 
ment intervened  in  this  Debate.  In  fact^ 
I  myself  was  on  the  point  of  intervening 
in  answer  to  the  noble  Duke  (the  Duke 
of  Rutland)  when  my  noble  Friend  the 
noble  Duke  who  has  just  spoken  was 
beforehand  with  me.  I  have  not  now  to 
express  my  views  without  having  heard 
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his,  as  I  otherwise  should  have  beea 
obliged  to  do.  I  will  first  deal,  in  only 
a  word  or  two,  witih  the  two  questions 
that  have  been  raised  that  do  not  affect 
the  main  principles  of  the  Bill.  The 
first  is  the  constitutional  question  of  the 
position  of  the  House  of  Lords  with  re~ 
gard  to  Monej  Bills.  I  do  not  suppose 
it  can  be  doubted  that  this  House  coald 
reject  a  Money  Bill,  or  could  refuse  to 
read  it  a  third  time.  Whether,  having 
regard  to  a  practice  which  has  prevailed 
now  for  a  couple  of  centuries,  it  would 
be  a  constitutional  or  proper  thing  to  do, 
and  whether  the  consequences  might  not 
be  more  serious  to  the  House  itself  than 
to  the  Bill  rejected,  is  a  matter  for  con- 
sideration ;  but  as  to  the  abstract  right  to 
reject  the  Bill  there  cannot  be  a  doubt. 
As  regards  the  amending  of  a  Money 
Bill,  the  case  is  as  stated  by  the  noble 
Dake.  The  House  of  Commons  does  not 
recognise  the  right  of  this  House  to 
amend  a  Money  Bill,  and  if  this  House 
amends  a  Bill  of  that  kind  the  other 
House  sets  the  AmendmcDt  aside  as  an 
encroachment  upon  its  own  privileges, 
and  the  Bill  drops,  so  that  the  insertion 
of  the  Amendment  is  equivalent  to  a  re* 
jection  of  the  measure— -that  is  to  say, 
the  rejection  of  the  Bill  is  brought  about 
by  the  action  of  thi^  House.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  amendment  of  a  Money  Bill 
was  considered  a  few  years  ago  by  a 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Couacil,  at 
which  Members  of  the  Judicial  Com- 
mittee were  present.  The  question  was 
submitted  in  connection  with  the  action 
of  the  two  Houses  forming  the  Legisla- 
ture of  one  of  our  Australian  Colonies. 
The  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  was 
asked  whether  it  was  the  constitutional 
right  of  the  Upper  of  the  two  Chambers 
to  amend  a  Money  Bill,  and  the  answer 
was  that,  as  the  two  Houses  appeared  to 
have  been  established  upon  the  same 
basis  as  regards  their  mutual  relations 
as  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of 
Commons,  it  woaid  be  unconstitutional 
in  the  Upper  Chamber  to  amend  a  Money 
Bill.  I  now  must  refer  to  the  speech 
of  Lord  Dunraven,  who  seems  to  be  under 
the  strange  misapprehension  that  this  Bill 
contains  an  assertion  of  the  right  to  tax  the 
colonies.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Bill 
that  can  be  viewed  as  a  provision  for  tax- 
ing the  colonies  in  any  way.  If  this  be 
taxing  the  colonies,  they  have  been 
taxed  for  I  do  not  know  how  long  in  pre* 
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oisely  the  same  way.  Just  as  this 
Estate  Duty  will  now  be  charged  upon 
the  property  in  the  colonies  of  persons 
domiciled  here,  so  have  Legacy  Duty  and 
Succession  Duty  always  been  charged 
upon  such  property  since  their  creation* 
If  the  property  in  the  colonies  of  persons 
domiciled  here  were  exempted  from  this 
taxation,  anyone  who  wished  to  escape 
the  Estate  Duty  would  only  have  to  in- 
vest his  money  in  the  colonies.  To  speak 
of  this  Bill  being  a  taxation  of  the 
colonies  because  you  tax  all  men 
domiciled  here  in  the  same  way,  wherever 
they  invest  their  money,  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  delusion.  Regard  cannot  be  paid 
to  the  particular  form  in  which  a  man 
has  chosen  to  invest  his  property.  But 
to  meet  the  complaint  that  people  might 
be  unwilling  to  invest  in  certain  colonial 
securities,  and  in  order  not  to  discourage 
such  investments,  a  provision  has  been 
inserted  in  the  Bill  to  the  effect  that 
when  there  is  a  similar  tax  in  the  colony 
an  allowance  in  respect  of  that  tax  shall 
be  made  in  this  country  to  the  successor 
to  the  property.  A  man,  therefore,  has 
just  as  much  inducement  to  invest  his 
money  in  the  colonies  as  he  ever  had, 
and  it  is  very  wide  of  the  mark  to  call 
everything  in  this  Bill  a  taxation  of  the 
colonies.  I  now  pass  to  other  parts  of 
the  Bill.  Taxation,  of  course,  is  never 
pleasant  to  the  subject  of  the  tax.  We 
none  of  us  like  to  be  taxed.  We  all  of 
us  would  be  glad  to  be  rid  of  the  burden, 
and  when  any  addition  to  taxation  is 
proposed  it  is  not  an  agreeable  topic  to 
any  one  of  us,  and  it  is  impossible  to  make 
any  addition  to  taxation  without  causing 
here  and  there,  and  possibly  in  many 
directions,  not  a  little  hardship.  If  a 
tax  is  to  be  pronounced  a  bad  or  unjust 
one  because  a  number  of  cases  can  be 
pointed  out  where  it  would  operate 
hardly  and  severely,  no  tax  has  been  in- 
vented, or  ever  could  be  invented,  which 
would  not  come  under  condemnation.  In 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Duke  (the  Duke 
of  Devonshire)  one  fact  was  ignored 
throughout — namely,  that  if  the  burden 
of  taxation  upon  those  whose  views  he 
expressed  had  been  made  lighter,  the^^ 
burden  of  taxation  upon  some  other  class 
of  persons  must  have  been  heavier.  That 
would  have  been  absolutely  inevitable. 
Nobody  doubts  that  a  large  sum  of 
money  had  to  be  raised,  and  had  to  be 
raised  by  taxation,  and  it  is  not  enough 
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to  show  thdt,  88  rogardg  partieiilar 
pereous  who  •  irould  be  made  sobject 
to  these  duties,  hardship  wouid  re- 
EJcilf,  nnlesB  you  can  show  that  if  the 
burden  had  been  shunted  on  to  other 
shoulders  there  would  be  less  hardship 
and  more  justice^  Unless  jou  show  that, 
it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  jou  have 
taken  a  single  step  towards  proving  jour 
case.  What  is  the  first  principle  that 
underlies  this  measure  ?  It  is  that  real 
property  and  personal  property  should  be 
taxed  alike.  I  know  it  is  said  that  there 
are  reasons  why  the  distinction  should 
be  made  which  is  now  made.  I  think  I 
oan  show  that  if  such  cases  exist  they 
are  exceptional ;  but  let  me  put  to  your 
Lordships  a  case  which  is  typical  of  the 
great  bulk  of  real  property  which  will  be 
affected  by  the  Bill.  Let  me  remind  you 
of  this  :  that  agricultural  property  forms 
less  than  half  the  property  that  will  be 
taxed,  and  that  urban  property  forms 
considerably  more  than  half.  Take  the 
ease  of  London.  There  are  in  London  a 
vast  number  of  leaseholders  who  have, 
many  of  them,  paid  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  for  their  leases,  and  when  one 
of  them  dies  his  successor  is  taxed  sub- 
stantially in  respect  of  his  succession  to 
the  lease ;  but  when  the  freeholder  dies 
only  1  per  cent,  is  paid  in  respect  of  the 
property,  and  in  the  ease  of  the  freehold 
the  property  increases  in  value,  while  in 
the  other  case  the  value  is  vanishing. 
•Why  should  there  be  this  distinction  ?  It 
is  manifestly  unjust.  As  regards  urban 
property  such  as  this,  the  change  effected 
by  this  Bill  ih  undoubtedly  right,  for  it 
readjusts  a  burden  which  fell  unfairly 
and  improperly  upon  one  person  instead 
of  anotlier.  Let  me  give  another  illus- 
tration. In  maiiy  parts  of  the  country, 
particularly  in  Lancashire,  there  are  con- 
siderable portions  of  land  held  on  leases 
for  999  years.  Between  this  tenure  and 
freehold  tenure  there  is  practically  no 
difference,  yet  these  leaseholds  are  in  the 
eye  of  the  law  personalty,  and  Probate 
Duty  has  to  be  paid  upon  them,  whilst 
freehold  land  is  not  subject  to  that  duty, 
^hy  should  there  be  this  distinction 
between  cases  only  differentiated  by  the 
accideni  of  tenure  ?  You  might  have 
two  properties  equal  in  value,  the  one 

E lying  many  pounds  in  the  form  of  Death 
uties  and  the  other  paying  nothing. 
Now  I  oome  to  the  question  of  reai 
property.     It  is  said  that  it  is  unjust  to 
The  Lord  Chancellor         *    ~ 


deal  with  real  property  in  the  Mme  way 
as  personal  property  because  of  the  local 
rates  real  property  has  to  bear.  Now, 
my  Lords,  let  me  put  this  case  :  A  man 
leaves  to  his  two  sons  an  equal  amount 
of  money.  The  one  invests  his  money 
in  Consols,  and  the  other  in  the  purchase 
of  an  estate.  The  one  who  puts  his  money 
into  Consols  is  heavily  taxed  ;  but  the 
one  who  puts  his  money  into  an  estate 
escapes  taxation  —  not  altogether,  of 
course,  for  there  is  1  per  cent.  Estate 
Duty.  I  am  speaking  now  only  of  the 
Probate  Duty,  which,  of  course,  is  a 
great  deal  more.  On  what  principle, 
nnder  these  circumstances,  should  one 
pay  a  large  contributiou  to  taxation  and 
the  other  pay  nothing  at  all  ?  I  think  it 
would  be  impossible  to  justify  it.  I 
know  to  the  intelligent  foreigner  it  would 
be  impossible  to  understand  it  without 
a  considerable  dive  into  the  history  of 
the  past.  Let  me  invite  your  Lordships* 
consideration  to  this  point  when  the 
burden  of  rates  is  spoken  of.  Suppose 
the  person  on  whose  death  the  taxation 
is  to  be  imposed  had  purchased  the 
property.  He  would  have  given  so 
much  less  for  tlie  property  on  account  of 
his  having  to  bear  the  burden  of  the 
rates,  and  to  treat  it  as  property  to  be 
subjected  to  less  taxation  because  it  is 
rated,  when  he  got  it  for  less  money 
because  it  was  rated,  obviously  would  be 
unjust  and,  I  should  almost  say,  absurd. 
If  he  succeeded  to  the  property,  and  did 
not  purchase  it,  he  succeeded  to  it  sub- 
ject to  the  burden  of  the  rates,  and 
therefore,  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other, 
you  are  not  taxing  the  owner  of  the  real 
property  in  any  way  unfairly  as  comparod 
with  the  owner  of  personal  property  if 
you  tax  them  alike.  It  may  be  said  that 
the  taxation  borne  by  agricultural  pro- 
perty is  much  greater  than  it  was,  and 
consequently  that  the  kind  is  bearing  an 
increased  burden  in  that  way.  But  I 
believe  that,  as  regards  agricultural  land^ 
the  facts  show  that  there  has  been  no 
such  increase  of  burden.  The  subven- 
tions which  hare  been  made  in  aid  of 
local  taxation  have  resulted  in  thta-^hat 
there  is  now  no  greater  burden  on  agri- 
cultural land  than  there  was  40  years 
ago.  Of  course,  there  may  be  exceptional 
cases ;  but  the  statistics  show,  if  you  take 
tho  country  generally,  that  that  is  so. 
Therefore,  the  very  foundation  for 
an     exemption     to     some     extent    in 
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favour  of  agncnltural  property  as 
compared  with  personalty  Is  taken  away  ; 
and  ]f  we  are  to  take  the  taxation  ofF 
realty  and  put  heavier  burdens  upon  per- 
sonalty, it  seems  to  me  that  we  shall  only 
be  adding  to  the  injustice  which,  I  think, 
has  in  many  directions  been  committed  in 
the  past.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  new 
taxation  will  fall  in  certain  cases  hardly 
upon  the  successors  to  owners  of  land, 
and  no  one  could  desire  less  than  myself 
that  any  such  hardship  should  be  felt  by 
anyone.  I  do  not  view  this  Bill  with 
any  greater  enthusiasm  if  it  be  the  fact, 
as  the  noble  Duke  has  said,  that  the  re- 
sults of  it  will  be  those  which  he  de- 
scribed ;  but  what  we  have  to  consider 
is  this — if  this  burden  is  not  to  be  borne 
by  owners  of  real  estate,  who  are  to  bear 
it  ?  Somebody  must  bear  it.  Where  is 
the  money  to  come  from  ?  The  noble 
Duke  has  pointed  out  objections  to  in- 
creased taxation  on  capital.  But  what 
is  the  alternative  ?  More  indirect  taxa- 
tion ?  If  so,  iu  what  direction  will  you 
go  for  it  ?  In  this  Bill  there  is  an  addi- 
tional tax  put  upon  the  only  source  of 
revenue  which  it  is  apparently  easy  to 
tax — or  rather,  which  it  Was  thought 
easy  to  tax  nowadays  —  but  experience 
has  shown  that  it  is  not  so  easy  to  tax 
it,  for  there  seems  to  be  an  objection  to 
further  taxation  on  alcoholic  liquors  in 
any  forn^.  If,  then,  you  are  not  to  tax 
alcohol,  where  are  you  going  to  find 
your  indirect  taxation  to  fill  up  the  gap 
which  will  arise  if  you  tax  real  property 
less  heavily  ?  No  suggestion  has  been 
made  as  to  where  it  is  to  be  found  ;  and 
I  cannot  but  express  the  fear  that  the 
last  course  which  has  been  taken  with 
regard  to  the  imposition  of  duties  on 
alcohol  will  render  it  extremely  difficult 
to  find  any  sort  of  property  to  tax  but 
accumulated  capital  or  iucome.  Then,  if 
it  is  impossible  to  have  any  further  in- 
direct taxation,  where  is  the  money  to 
come  from  ?  Would  you  put  a  further 
tax  upon  income,  or  an  additional  tax 
upon  personalty  .''  As  far  as  I  can  see, 
there  is  only  the  one  or  the  other  of  these 
alternatives.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
on  many  the  Income  Tax  presses  very 
hardly  and  will  press  hardly,  even  with 
the  changes  that  have  been  made  in  this 
Bill ;  and  I  would  remind  your  Lordships 
that  there  is  a  cry,  which  many  admit 
the  justice  of— even  though  they  see  the 
difficulty  of  giving  effect  to  it — that  the 


Income  Tax  at  present  operates  very 
hardly  on  those  whose  incomes  are  de- 
rived from  personal  exertions  and  per- 
sonal efforts  as  compared  with  incomes 
derived  from  accumulated  property.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  possible  for  anybody 
to  doubt  that  the  weight  of  the 
burden  is  more  severely  felt  in 
the  one  case  than  in  the  other, 
and  I  think  your  Lordships  will  hesitate 
before  insisting  that  realty  ought  to  be 
relieved  at  the  expense  of  a  further 
burden  upon  incomes.  The  man  who  is 
struggling  to  earn  for  himself  and  his 
family  support  by  the  exercise  of  his 
faculties  is,  after  all,  earning  a  very  pre- 
carious income.  His  health  may  give 
way  and  the  income  cease  ;  while  the 
man  whose  income  is  derived  from 
accumulations  of  the  past  is  subject  to 
no  si]ch  precariousness.  Therefore,  there 
would  be  very  grave  objections  to  shift- 
ing the  incidence  of  taxation  from  real 
property  to  income.  Then  ought  the 
extra  burden  to  be  made  to  fall  on 
personalty  ?  We  have  heard  to-night 
rather  the  views  of  those  who  are 
possessed  of  realty  ;  but  I  fancy  if  we 
were  to  listen  to  the  views  of  the  owners 
of  personalty,  if  it  was  suggested  to  shift 
these  burdens  on  to  their  shoulders,  we 
should  hear  a  pretty  strong  case  made 
out  of  hardship.  The  truth  is,  that 
taxation  of  this  kind  without  inflicting 
hardships  here  and  there  is  absolutely 
impossible.  The  noble  Duke  who  spoke 
early  iu  the  Debate  pointed  out — and  no 
doubt  it  may  be  true — that  the  result  of 
passing  a  measure  of  this  sort  may  in 
particular  cases  lead  to  a  cessation  of 
employment  of  those  who  have  hitherto 
been  employed.  But  if  the  burdens  are 
shifted  on  to  other  shoulders,  these  per- 
sons who  would  have  to  pay  would  have 
so  much  less  to  spend  upon  labour  of 
every  kind.  The  truth  is,  the  result 
would  be  precisely  the  same  in  either 
case — though  it  is  an  open  question  as  to 
which  class  would  spend  the  money 
more  advantageously  for  labour — ^and  to 
say  that  you  get  rid  of  a  source  of  pay- 
ment for  labour  by  taxation  of  this  de- 
scription appears  to  me  a  complete  fallacy. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that,  in  spite  of 
what  the  noble  Duke  has  said,  the  effect 
of  this  measure  on  the  amount  likely  to 
be  payable  by  owners  of  real  property 
has  been  considerably  over-estimated.  I 
quite    agree    that    where    there    are  a 
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number  of  places  to  be  kept  ap,  it-  maj  be 
difficult  to  say  preciaelj  what  will  be  the 
effect  of  the  Bill ;  but  even  in  those  cases 
I  think  the  results  have  been  greatly  over- 
estimated. As  regards  agricultural  laudi 
we  can  form  a  very  tolerable  estimate 
because  the  method  of  calculation  is 
plainly  laid  down  in  the  Bill.  You  are 
to  take  the  assessment  of  the  Income 
Tax,  you  are  to  deduct  5  per  cent,  for 
management,  you  are  to  deduct  all  the 
outgoings  which  are  allowed  to  be  de- 
ducted under  the  Succession  Duty  Acts, 
and  then,  when  you  have  arrived  at  that 
net  result,  it  is  to  be  no  more  than  25 
years^  purchase.  I  have  calculated  what 
that  would  be  in  the  case  of  the  highest 
tax  of  8  per  cent.,  supposing  an  agricul- 
tural property  to  be  over  £1,000,000  in 
value,  and  I  find  that  the  calculation  I 
have  made  precisely  agrees  with  that  of 
others.  It  would  amount  to  something 
like  two  years'  income.  Now,  with  re- 
gard to  graduation,  allusion  has  l)een 
made  to  the  question  whether  it  is  a  just 
and  sound  principle.  No  doubt  any 
principle  of  graduation  at  all,  when  once 
it  is  admitted,  carries  with  it  a  certain 
danger.  No  one  can  deny  that,  because 
when  once  you  begin  a  system  of  gradu- 
ation there  are  perils  to  be  encountered. 
But  this  Bill  does  not  introduce  for  the 
first  time  the  principle  of  graduation.  It 
has  been  admitted  and  has  become  part 
of  our  fiscal  system  prior  to  this  Bill 
being  introduced.  In  this  Bill,  it  is  true, 
graduation  is  made  more  systematic,  but 
cannot  be  said  to  be  a  new  departure  in 
point  of  principle,  when  you  have  had 
graduation  already  as  regards  Income 
Tax,  Inhabited  House  Duty,  and  Estate 
Duty.  The  only  question,  then,  is — ^Is 
it  excessively  applied,  or  unreasonably 
applied  in  this  Bill  ?  That  is  a  matter 
on  which  I  can  well  understand  different 
views  being  taken.  I  daresay  there  are 
many  of  us  who  would  rather  not  have 
increased  taxation  imposed  in  the  form 
of  graduation.  After  all,  we  must  bear 
in  mind  the  situation  in  which  we  are 
placed.  I  thoroughly  concur  with  Lord 
Farrer,  that  if  you  do  not  reasonably  ad- 
just our  fiscal  burdens  in  some  such 
fashion  as  this  Bill  proposes  to  do,  yon 
may  reach  a  point  at  which  you  will  be 
driven  to  unjust  and  unfair  legislation. 
Of  course,  I  am  not  saying  that  yon 
should  admit  a  principle  that  you  see  is 
leading  to  an  evil  end ;   but  when  once 
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the  principle  of  graduation  has  been  ad- 
mitted, it  seems  to  me  that  a  reasonable 
use  and  adaptation  of  it  is  a  wise  thing, 
a  judicious  thing,  and  a  conservative 
thing,  and  is  not  really  a  source  of 
danger.  It  is  of  no  use  shutting  our 
eyes  and  turning  deaf  ears  to  what  we 
luiow  is  going  on  around  us.  There  are 
put  before  the  people  many  theories  of 
taxation,  which,  I  believe,  would  lead  to 
disastrous  results.  It  is  proved  by  ex- 
perience that  it  is  far  safer  to  take 
timely  steps  in  the  direction  desired,  so 
far  as  it  can  be  done  justly,  than  to  bide 
one's  time,  and  take  no  step  until  you 
have  to  take  a  step  far  longer  than  is 
agreeable.  I  have  heard  no  argument  to 
show  that  this  taxation,  graduated  up  to 
8  per  cent.,  is  either  unfair  or  likely  to 
be  oppressive.  All  the  arguments  we 
have  heard  have  had  relation  to  the 
effects  the  taxation  would  have  upon  the 
owners  of  real  property.  I  believe  very 
little  has  been  heard  from  the  owners  of 
accumulated  wealth  when  it  takes  the 
form  of  personalty ;  though,  no 
doubt,  the  taxation  is  not  agree- 
able, yet  no  unwillingness  to  bear  the 
burden  has  been  displayed.  I  admit  that 
in  some  respectS|  owing  to  social  condi- 
tions, the  Bill  will  press  more  hardly  in  the 
case  of  realty  than  in  that  of  personalty  ; 
but  this  is  one  of  those  accidents  which 
it  is  impossible  to  avoid  when  you  are 
dealing  with  questions  of  taxation  ;  and 
it  appears  to  me  that  every  effort  has 
been  made  in  the  Bill  to  mitigate  the 
effects  of  this  pressure.  Noble  Lords  have 
said  that  the  danger  of  this  taxation  is 
that  it  will  prevent  the  accumulation  of 
capital.  But  in  that  argument  there  lurks 
a  great  fallacy.  The  accumulation  of 
capital  in  this  country  does  not  consist  in 
the  fortunes  of  a  few  wealthy  men ;  it 
consists,  in  the  main,  of  the  savings  of  men 
of  limited  wealth  and  men  but  moderately 
well-to-do.  The  aggregation  of  the  small 
amounts  of  wealth  possessed  by  these 
classes  is  enormous  when  compared  with 
the  capital  which  is  possessed  by  or 
attributed  to  the  millionaires  or  the 
semi-millionaires.  This  is  shown  by 
returns  relating  to  the  Death  Duties,  which 
indicate  how  accumulations  diminish 
when  you  get  above  the  line  of  £300,000. 
The  true  inference  is  that  taxation  of  this 
description  is  n3t  likely  to  lead  men  to 
accumulate  less  than  they  did  before. 
Some,  I  daresay,  will  do  so  ;  but^if  by 
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accumulating  less  thej  spend  n^ore,  the 
result  will  be  that  other  men  will  receive 
more,  spend  more,  and  accumulate  more 
than  they  did  before,  and  bj  that  means  if 
accumulations  diminish  in  one  direction 
thej  will  grow  in  another  direction.  Of 
course,  individuals  differ.  It  is  not  every 
one  who  might  do  so  who  accumulates 
now  ;  whilst  there  are  men,  with  no  one 
to  accumulate  for,  who  nevertheless  ac- 
cumulate very  largely.  Others  accumu- 
late from  habit  or  for  the  sake  of  their 
children  ;  and  this  desire  and  this  habit 
will  not  cease  on  the  passing  of  this  Bill. 
I  do  not  believe  that  its  operation  will 
touch  the  accumulation  of  capital.  I  do 
not  believe  that  it  will  injuriously  affect 
the  industries  of  the  country.  Of  course, 
there  may  be  some  displacements  in  the 
employment  of  labour ;  btit  it  will  not 
lead  to  a  single  man  less  being  employed, 
or  a  penny  less  being  paid  in  wages. 
Whilst  I  regret,  and  all  must  regret,  that 
any  hardship  should  be  inflict^  by  the 
Bill ;  whilst  I  cannot  help  feeling  sym- 
pathy with  any  who  may  suffer  owing  to 
the  passing  of  the  Bill ;  yet  I  think  that, 
if  it  be  judged,  not  by  individual  classes 
but  as  a  whole  ;  if  it  be  judged,  not  ac- 
cording to  the  views  of  those  who  may 
be  interested  this  way  or  that,  but  ac- 
cording to  the  impartial  judgment  which 
posterity  will  pass  upon  it,  its  provisions 
will  be  found  impregnably  just. 

Lord  HALSBUBY  :  At  last  the 
silence  of  the  Ministerial  Benches  has 
been  broken,  and  a  Minister  has  explained 
to  some  extent  the  defence  of  this 
measure.  And  what  is  the  defence  of 
this  measure  ?  It  comes  to  two  proposi- 
tions :  The  first  proposition  advanced  in 
support  of  the  Bill  is  that  we  must  have 
money,  and  we  do  not  know  where  else 
it  is  to  be  had  ;  and,  secondly,  it  is 
assumed — and  this,  in  principle,  is  the 
whole  question  of  the  Debate — that 
realty  has  not  been  taxed  in  the  same 
proportion  and  to  the  same  extent  as  per- 
sonalty. That  proposition  has  been 
assumed  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Debate  ;  but  it  is  a  proposition  in  dis- 
pute, and  upon  that  subject  I  have  not 
heard  much  from  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack.  Upon  the  preliminary  ques- 
tion, I  do  not  think  that  it  is  very  impor- 
tant to  address  your  Lordships.  I  can- 
not agree  that  we  have  no  power  to  re- 
ject or  to  amend  this  Bill,  and  that,  therie- 
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fore,  it  is  to  be  assumed  we  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  We  are  not  yet  completely 
accustomed  to  government  by  machinery  ; 
we  do  not  assume  that,  because  there  is  a 
certain  majority  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons or  in  the  House  of  Lords,  we  have 
got  rid  of  discussion  altogether.  There 
is  something  in  intelligently  appealing  to 
the  common  sense  of  the  country,  even  if 
you  cannot  alter  the  judgment  of  one 
House  or  the  other  ;  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  it  would  be  an  abnegation  of  one  of  the 
great  functions  of  Parliament — whence 
its  name — if  we  were  to  abandon  the 
notion  of  discussing  a  matter  because  we 
rightly  or  wrongly  assumed  that  we  have 
no  power  to  do  what  is  so  practically 
manifest  at  the  end  of  July — napaely,  to 
reject  a  Bill  intended  to  provide  for  the 
finance  of  the  year.  It  may  be  quite  true 
that  you  must  have  an  income  and  that 
it  must  be  got  in  some  way  ;  but  one 
would  have  expected  8omethin«r  to  be 
said  in  defence  of  the  particular  manner 
in  which  the  Bill  proposes  to  raise  it, 
some  argument  that  a  special  form  of 
levying  a  tax  is  just  and  will  operate 
fairly  as  between  different  classes  of  the 
community.  If  you  want  us  to  accept 
your  financial  proposals,  it  is  not  enough 
to  say  boldly — "  We  must  have  the 
money,  and  we  can't  get  it  anywhere  else." 
Something  has  been  said  about  the 
danger  of  refusing  to  pass  this  measure 
because  Socialism  is  abroad.  That  argu- 
ment is  a  very  old  friend  ;  we  have 
heard  it  on  almost  every  subject  upon 
which  this  House  was  likely  to  take  a 
different  view  from  that  of  the  other 
House.  Surely  it  is  a  desirable  thing  we 
should  know  whether  it  is  true  that  land 
does  not  bear  its  fair  proportion  of  taxa- 
tion at  pfesent.  I  understood  that  a 
Member  of  the  Government  had  pro- 
mised an  inquiry  upon  this  subject,  and 
it  was  said  that  if  it  should  turn  out  that 
land  was  unduly  taxed  theinjustice  should 
be  remedied.  But  I  am  afraid  from  the 
language  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  it 
is  a  pr^etermined  issue,  and  that  we  are 
going  into  this  inquiry  fettered  by  the 
declaration  of  a  Minister  that  land  is  not 
unjustly  taxed.  Are  not  local  improve- 
ments paid  for  out  of  rates,  and  are  not 
rates  levied  on  the  land  ?  It  may  be  true, 
as  Lord  Farrer  said,  that  the  occupier 
pays  ;  but  is  it  always  true  that  the  land 
that  pays  finds  the  money  ?  I  wish  the 
noble  Lord  had  heard  a  speech  I  recently 
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heard  hj  a  teaaut  fanner  who,  speaking  < 
upon  this  measure  to  his  own  clasSy  said — 
^^  You  know  what  it  is  to  have  a  successor 
to  au  estate  who  has  uot  got  much  monej. 
You  kuow  the  difference  between  a  land- 
lord who  is  able  to  help  you  and  an  im- 
pecunious landlord."  He  added  that  the 
effect  of  this  Bill  would  be  to  make  nine- 
tenths  of  the  landlords  impecunious  for 
three  or  four  years  after  their  succession, 
the  very  time  when  they  most  wanted 
money  to  spend  on  their  estates.  This 
Bill  is  supposed  to  be  a  bid  for  the 
agricultural  vote  ;  it  is  supposed  that 
the  cry  ^*  Tax  the  rich  and  let  go 
the  poor "  is  a  popular  cry ;  but 
I  suspect  the  friends  of  the  Bill  will 
themselves  be  very  much  disappointed 
by  the  result.  The  question  has  been 
debated  by  the  noble  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
sack whether  land  does  or  does  not  pay 
more  in  proportion  than  personalty.  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  Midlothian  stated 
the  reason  why  land  was  exempted  from 
taxation  in  this  form,  and  it  was  because 
land  has  burdens  to  bear  which  person- 
alty has  uot  in  the  way  of  rates  and 
charges.  Now,  I  have  always  under- 
stood that  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Midlothian  was  one  of  the  great  autho- 
rities on  finance.  What  has  happened 
since  he  made  that  statement  ?  Has 
anything  been  taken  off  the  land  ?  The 
noble  Lord  says  there  have  been  subven- 
tions. Yes,  there  have ;  but  ask  any 
person  who  is  acquainted  with  agriculture 
and  with  the  incidence  of  rating  and  the 
pressure  of  rates,  whether  these  subven- 
tions have  supplied  the  means  for  carry- 
ing on  the  agricultural  industry  to  any 
profitable  extent,  and  you  will  get  but 
one  answer,  and  that  in  the  negative. 
The  truth  is,  this  Bill  is  intended  to 
satisfy  a  cry  raised  by  the  London  County 
Council,  and  caught  up  in  other  parts  of 
the  country,  and  supposed  to  be  a  popular 
cry.  That  appears  to  be  the  defence,  if 
defence  it  can  be  called,  of  this  measure. 
There  are  a  variety  of  things  in  this  Bill 
which  really  are  not  things  applicable  to 
the  Budget  at  all,  and  it  is  impossible 
not  to  see  that  you  are  endeavouring  in 
this  Bill  not  merely  to  impose  a  tem- 
porary charge  on  land,  but  that  you  are 
endeavouring  to  alter  the  law  for  all 
time.  I  observed  that  once  or  twice  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack 
referred  to  the  Bill  as  if  it  were  a  thing 
of  a  year.     In  one  sense  that  is  true ;  but 
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do  not  noble  Lords  contemplate  that  this 
is  to  be  the  relation  between  personalty 
and  reialty  hereafter  in  all  Budget  Bills  ? 
Or  is  it  true  that  there  is  to  be  an  en- 
hancement of  those  duties — ^a  further 
driving  in  of  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  ? 
My  Lords,  I  congratulate  the  noble  Lord 
that  he  has  not  done  that  which  was  done 
elsewhere — namely,  bring  out  the  fanciful 
theory  that  the  State  has  a  right  to  take 
anything  it  pleases  upon  the  succession 
to  property.  That  appears  to  have  been 
an  argument  that  was  treated  with  great 
respect  in  the  House  of  Commons.  I  am 
glad  we  have  not  heard  that  argument 
here.  I  do  not  know  distinctly  what  it 
means.  I  suppose  that  as  a  mere  plati- 
tude it  is  true,  because  the  law  permits 
it.  But  our  system  of  law  is  founded  on 
our  constitutional  system;  you  have  no 
more  right  to  prevent  the  disposition  of 
a  man^s  property  after  his  deatli  than 
during  his  life.  Admitting  that  all  are 
to  be  taxed  equally,  ypu  have  no  right 
to  demand  more  from  one  man  than 
another,  and  it  seems  to  me  that,  because 
property  is  turned  from  money  into  land, 
you  have  no  more  right  to  tax  it  exces- 
sively in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other. 
It  seems  to  me  the  Bill  is  to  be  a  hostile 
demonstration  against  the  owners  of  laud. 
Let  me  take  one  clause  which  is  grossly 
unjust,  but  it  is  rather  as  indicating  the 
spirit  which  has  dictated  the  Bill  than 
that  the  thing  is  of  cardinal  importance. 
You  have  objects  of  art,  family  portraits 
which  are  of  value  because  they  are  por- 
traits of  the  ancestors.  Some  of  them 
are  of  great  commercial  value.  They  are 
to  be  part  of  the  property  liable  for  taxa- 
tion, and  although  they  go  as  heirlooms, 
and  are  settled,  you  may  sell  them  if  you 
cannot  otherwise  pay  the  duties.  They 
may,  therefore,  be  scattered.  The  noble 
Lord  says  the  things  will  remain  in 
England,  although  they  are  sold.  Will 
they  ?  Are  you  sure  that  the  best 
market  for  family  pictures  by  some  of 
the  great  artists  of  the  last  century  is  in 
£ugland  ?  I  should  have  thought  the 
experience  of  everybody  would  have  told 
him  that  the, exact  contrary  is  the  fact. 
That  is  an  illustration  of  the  hostile 
spirit  towards  the  lauded  aristocracy 
which  runs  through  the  Bill.  It  is  sup- 
posed to  be  a  popular  cry.  I  believe  the 
supposition  to  be  a  mistake.  It  is  not  a 
^popular  cry  ;  but  whether  it  'be  or  nut, 
those  who  want  to  defend  this  Budget 
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must  not  Mtame  as  a  fact  the  question  in 
debate-^namely,  whether  there  is  an 
eqnal  taxation  of  realty  and  personalty. 
The  question  which  we  contend  and 
which  you  have  not  even  affected  to  dis- 
prove is  that  land  at  this  moment,  under 
the  present  law,  and.  without  reference 
to  this  Bill  at  all,  bears  a  taxation  dis- 
proportionate to  its  value,  and  that  yoi\ 
have  no  right  to  increase  it. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2^  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  To-moi;row. 

LOCAL    GOVBRNMBNT    PROVISIOITAL 
ORDERS  (No,  14)  BILL.— (No.  150.) 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  17)  BILL.-<No.  123.) 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

LAND    REGISTRY. 
Report  respecting ;  presented  (by  com- 
mand)   on    the    1/ th    instant ;     to    be 
printed.     (No.  177.) 

PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL  [hx.].-(No.  1«9.) 
Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Statute  Law  Revision  Bills  and  Consoli- 
dation Bills  with  Amendments,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow ;  and  to  be  printed 
as  amended.     (No.  178.) 

LOCAL      GOVERNMENT     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  16)  BILL*-*-(No.  126.) 
Amendments  reported   (according    to 

Order)  ;  and   Bill    i^  be  read    3»   To- 

morrow. 

COPYHOLD  CONSOLIDATION  BILL  [H.L.] 
(No.  171.) 
Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  now  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee,  and  that  the 
Lord  Privy  Seal  (L.  Tweedmouth)  do 
take  the  Chair  in  the  said  Committee  in 
the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees :  ^  agre^  to :  House  in  Com- 
taittee  accordingly  :  The  Amendments 
proposed  by  the  Joint  Committee  made  : 
Standing  Committee  negatived :  The 
Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received 
Tormorrow. 


PAROCHIAL  ELECTORS  (REGISTRATION 
ACCELERATION)  BILL.— (No.  174.) 
Amendments  reported   (according    to 

Onler),  and    Bill   to    be  read    3»    TV)- 

morrow. 

BOARDS  OF  CONCILIATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 
(No.  112.) 
Amendments  reported    (according   to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3»  on  Monday 
next. 

VALUATION     OF    LANDS     (SCOTLAND) 
ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL  [H.t.]. 
(No.  lea) 
Read  3»  (according  to  Order) ;  Amend- 
ments made;   Bill  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Commons. 

NAUTICAL  ASSESSORS  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read 
1»  ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2»  To- 
morrow (The  Lord  Privy  Seal  [Z^. 
Tweedmouth. "]     (No.  179.) 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  GRBLAND)  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read 
!•  ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2»  To- 
morrow (The  Lord  Privy  Seal  [Z, 
Tweedmouth,^     (No.  180.) 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Eight 

o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  a  quarter 

past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF     COMMONS, 
Thursday,  26th  July  1894. 


PRIVATE     BUSINESS. 


BRISTOL   TRAMWAYS   BILL   [Lords'] 
(by   Order). 

CONSIDERATIOir. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

Mr.  a,  C.  MORTON  (Peter- 
borough) begged  to  move  the  following 
clause  :— 
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**  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Ck>mpany  to 
take  or  demand  on  Sunday  or  any  bank  or  other 
public  holiday  any  higher  rates  or  charges  than 
those  levied  by  them  on  ordinary  w«ek-days." 

He  said  he  was  pleased  to  say  the  Bristol 
Tramways  CompaDy  had  met  him,  and 
had  agre^  to  accept  the  clause,  with  the 
addition  of  the  words  ''  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Corporation  "  after  the  word 
'^  lawful.*^  The  Company  had  met  him 
in  a  very  friendly  way.  Tramways  had 
proved  to  be  of  great  use  in  this  country, 
but  he  thought  these  extra  fares  on 
Sundays  and  holidays  ought  not  to  he 
allowed.  He  did  not  think  the  addition 
which  he  had  accepted  would  injure  his 
object,  which  he  had  always  pursued 
with  regard  to  other  Tramway  Companies. 
He  was  only  following  out  a  course 
which  affected  ail  the  tramways  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  He  was  pleased  to 
say  that  at  the  present  moment  he  had 
got  this  clause  inserted  in  all  the  Tram- 
way Bills  which  had  come  before  the 
House,  and  he  thought  the  Tramway 
Companies  had  been  wise  in  meeting  his 
Tiews.  He  would  now  simply  move  the 
clause,  with  the  addition  of  the  words  he 
had  mentioned. 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
.^That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  TOWNSEND  (Bristol,  N.)8aid, 
he  believed  the  clause  would  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  citizens  of  Bristol. 
The  clause  in  its  amended  form  was 
necessary  so  as  to  enable  the  Company  to 
obtain  the  consent  of  the  Corporation  to 
charge  higher  fares  on  occasions  when 
large  agricultural  or  other  shows  were 
held  in  the  city,  when  there  would  be 
many  thousands  of  people,  and  when  the 
imposition  of  the  extra  fares  would  be 
for  the  public  interest  and  convenience. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COM- 
MITTEES (Mr.  Mellor,  York,  W.R., 
Sowerby)  said,  he  had  only  to  say  that  if 
the  clause,  as  amended,  had  been  pro- 
posed to  the  Committee  on  Unopposed 
Bills  it  would  have  been  accepted.  He 
had  now  no  objection  to  the  clause. 

Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH  (Bristol, 
-W.)  said,  he  understood  that  the  Com- 
pany had  no  desire  to  exercise  these 
powers ;  but  he  agreed  with  hishon.  col- 

Mr,  A,  C,  Morion 


leafi^e  (Mr.  Townsend),  Uiat  there  might 
be  exceptional  ocoasions  when  the  Cor* 
pontion  should  have  this  Buspensory 
power,  such  as,  for  iustanoe,  as  he  had 
said,  during  the  holding  of  agricultural 
shows 

Thb  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Bryoe,  Aberdeen,  S.): 
Under  the  circumstances,  the  Board  of 
Trade  are  entirely  in  favour  of  the 
arrangement  arrived  at,  which,  I  think, 
is  one  that  the  House  might  fairly 
sanction  for  the  convenience  of  all 
concerned. 

Chiuse  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

QUESTIONS. 


TRAINING  BOYS  FOR  SKA. 

Sir  a.  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  repre- 
sentations recently  made  to  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  it  is  intended  to 
take  any  steps  to  secure  a  more  practical 
training  for  boys  entering  the  sea  service  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  or  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Bryce,  Aberdeen,  S.) : 
My  right  hon.  Friend  has  asked  me  to 
answer  this  question,  which  concerns  the 
training  of  boys  for  the  Mercantile 
Marine  more  directly  than  it  afi^ects  the 
Royal  Navy.  I  oan  assure  the  hon. 
Member  that  the  representations  referred 
to  in  the  question  have  not  been  lost 
sight  of,  but  the  matter  is  surrounded 
with  difficulties,  and,  desirous  as  I  am  to 
take  any  steps  that  can  tend  to  secure  a 
full  supply  of  well-trained  boys  for  the 
Merchant  Service,  I  cannot  venture  to 
say  more  at  present  than  that  the  matter 
will  continue  to  engage  my  earnest 
consideration. 

SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION  IN 
WESTMINSTER. 
Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
E.)  i  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
is  he  aware  that,  as  the  result  of  a  Peti- 
tion demanding  free  schooling,  the  Edu- 
cation Department  wrote  to  the  London 
School  Board  on  15th  May,  1898,  say- 
ing that  the  Board  should  at  once  begin 
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to  build  for  600  jplftces  on  the  St. 
George*8  Row  site  ^Weatrainster,  XI); 
that  on  Ist  Augast,  1893,  they  repeated 
this  recommendation,  adding  that  the  cir- 
cumfltances  call  for  the  immediate  provi- 
sion of  the  school,  and  refasing  to 
sanction  the  abandonment  of  the  site  on 
the  ground  of  the  delay  that  would  be 
involved  ;  and  that  the  Board  in  reply  to 
this  suggestion  wrote  on  the  19th  April, 
1894,  saying  that,  if  their  Lordships  so 
desire,  they  will  erect  a  temporary 
school,  while  refusing  to  build  a  perma- 
nent one ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
nothing  has  been  done  towards  the  pro- 
vision of  this  school ;  ani  whether,  see- 
ing that  more  than  a  year  has  elapsed 
since  Her  Majesty's  Inspector  reported 
that  -the  free  places  were  needed  and  the 
Department  wrote  that  the  provision  of 
the  school  was  immediately  required,  he 
will  take  steps  to  secure  to  the  parents 
their  statutory  rights  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  Acland,  York, 
W.R.,  Rotherham)  :  The  facts  are  sub- 
stantially as  stated  in  the  question.  I 
believe  that  nothing  has  yet  been  done 
by  the  Board  towards  providing  a  school 
upon  the  site  referred  to.  I  have  now 
directed  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  Board, 
stating  that  they  should  at  once  proceed 
with  the  erection  of  a  temporary  school, 
and  I  will  consider  what  further  steps  it 
may  be  necessary  to  take,  if  they  do  not 
at  once  proceed  to  provide  it. 

SCHOOL    ACCOMMODATION    IN 
LAMBBTH. 

Mr.  CHANNING  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education,  with  reference  to 
the  letter  from  the  Education  Depart- 
ment to  the  London  School  Board  on 
17th  of  February  last  stating  that  it  was 
necessary,  in  order  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency, that  the  Board  should  baild  for  not 
less  than  650  in  Block  H  of  West  Lam- 
beth, whether  the  Board  are  making  this 
provision  or  have  undertaken  to  do  so  ; 
if  not,  what  steps  he  will  take  to  enforce 
compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  De- 
partment and  to  secure  the  provision  of 
this  accommodation,  which  was  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Department  in  August, 
1889  ? 

Mh.  ACLAND:  The  facts  are  as 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member.  The  Depart- 
ment, no  doubt,  has  very  large  powers  in 


dealing  with  School  Boards  on  matters 
of  this  kind,  but  I  have  not  yet  decided 
what  further  steps  to  take. 

THB  DEFENCE  OF  SIERRA  LEONE. 

Sir  C.  W.  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  the  de- 
tachment of  garrison  artillery,  shown  by 
the  distribution  lists  of  the  Royal  Regi- 
ment of  Artillery  for  June,  1894,  to  be 
the  Sierra  Leone  detachment,  and  sta- 
tioned at  Devonport,  is  the  detachment 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  Sierra  Leone 
in  the  event  of  war,  and  commonly 
known  as  the  Sierra  Leone  emergency 
detachment :  whether  the  intention  is 
that  that  detachment,  with  or  without  a 
theoretic  increase  on  mobilisation  in  the 
event  of  war,  is  afterwards  to  be  des- 
patched to  Sierra  Leone ;  whether  the 
existing  garrison  on  the  spot  consists 
only  of  the  headquarters  and  two  or  three 
companies  of  a  battalion  of  the  West 
India  Regiment,  of  a  company  of  native 
sappers,  and  of  a  detachment  of  native 
gunners  ;  and  whether  inquiry  has  ever 
been  made  into  the  possibility  of  increas- 
ing the  coloured  force,  capable  of  sup- 
porting the  climate,  for  the  defence  of 
this  coaling  station  and  anchorage,  which 
have  been  officially  declared  to  be  neces- 
sary to  the  Navy  for  the  security  of  the 
Cape  route  in  time  of  war  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Campbell-Bankerman, 
Stirling,  &c.)  :  It  is  not  usaal  to  state 
publicly  the  detailed  provision  made  for 
defence  of  coal  stations,  but  I  shall  be 
glad  to  furnish  privately  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  an  answer  to  his  inquiries. 

THE  LINN  OF  DEE. 

Mr.  a.  C.  MORTON  (Peterborough): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
whether  he  would  communicate  with  the 
County  Council,  or  other  Local  Autho- 
rity, so  that  steps  might  be  taken  for  the 
proper  protection  and  preservation  of  the 
Linn  of  Dee  ? 

The  secretary  for  SCOT- 
LAND  (Sir  G.  Treveltan,  Glasgow, 
Bridgeton)  :  Having  regard  to  the  in- 
formation which  I  have  already  received 
and  communicated  to  the  hon.  Member, 
I  do  not  see  what  further  steps  I  can 
take,  or  should  take,  in  the  matter.  None 
of  the  local  bodies  have  approached  me 
on  the  subject. 
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BOROUGH  MAYORS  AND  THE  COUNTY 
BKNCH. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  (Worcester,  Bewd- 
lej)  :  I  beg  to  adk  the  President  of  the 
Local  GoverDmept  Board  whether,  under 
The  Local  Governmeat  Act,  1894,  the 
Major  of  a  borough  (other  than  a  county 
borough)  will,  as  Chairman  of  a  Diatriot 
Council,  be  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
the  county  in  which  the  borough  is 
situated,  as  well  as  an  ex  officio  Borough 
Justice  ? 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVER>^MENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Shaw- 
Lefbvue,  Bradford,  Central)  :  I  am 
advised  that  under  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  1894,  the  Mayor  of  a  borough 
other  than  a  county  borough  will  be  en- 
titled to  act  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
the  county  in  which  the  borough  is 
situate. 

Mb.  BALDWIN  :  I  presume  he  would 
Jhave  to  qualify  twice,  both  as  a  borough 
and  as  a  county  Justice  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  I  presume 
i30,  but  I  cannot  say. 

POLICE  PROSECUTIONS  AT  ATHY. 
Mr.  MINCH  (Kildare,  S.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Constabulary  at  Atby, 
County  Kildare,  frame  their  summons 
under  the  Towns  Improvemept  Act  for 
offences  committ^  in  the*  town  in  their 
own  names  in  a  large  number  of  cases, 
and  not  in  the  name  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners ;  whether  the  fines  thus  in- 
flicted are  diverted  from  being  wholly 
applied  in  relief  of  the  town  rate,  as  only 
a  small  portion  of  them  are  so  applied 
when  the  cafles  are  brought  forward  in 
that  way ;  and  whether  he  will  oom- 
municate  with  the  Inspector  General 
with  a  view  of  having  this  irregularity 
rectified  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.  Morlkv,  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne) :  The  facts  are  as  stated 
in  the  first  and  second  paragraphs.  The 
prosecution  by  the  police  in  such  cases 
was  irregular  and  contrary  to  rule,  unless 
of  course  the  Town  Commissioners  re- 
fused to  take  proceedings  ;  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  Commissioners  did  so 
refuse,  and  directions  have  been  issued 
with  a  view  to  the  avoidance  of  any 
similar  mistake  in  future. 


THE  GODLEY  ESTATE  TENANTRY. 
Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  ^rd 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Land 
Commission  are  aware  that  numerous 
complaints  have  been  made  by  the  tenants 
on  the  Grodley  Estate,  South  Leitrtro,  as 
to  the  serious  delay  and  obstacles  placed 
in  the  way  of  tlie  purchase  of  their  hold- 
ings by  the  landlord's  solicitor;  that 
Bernard  Rourke^  of  Toome,  Carrigallen, 
was  one  of  60  tenants  who  signed 
agreements  to  purchase  their  holdings 
under  the  Ashbourne  Act  in  April,  1890  ; 
that  the  Land  Commission  Inspector  and 
Surveyor  examined  his  farm  at  the  same 
time  as  that  of  the  other  tenants,  and 
tboQgb  he  paid  three  half-yearly  instal- 
ments of  interest  to  the  solicitor,  his 
agreement  to  purchase  was  nilled  ;  that 
in  December,  1892|  the  landlord's  solicitor 
asked  this  tenant  to  pay  up  the  interest, 
and  that  he  could  buy  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Act  of  189U  ^^^  t^at  after  the 
tenant  bad  been  threatened  to  be  sued  for 
old  arrears  of  rent,  he  was  sent  for  signa- 
ture an  agreement  to  purchase  which 
omitted  a  bog  in  his  possession  for  40 
years;  and  whether  the  Land  Commis- 
sion will  order  an  inquiry  into  this  case, 
and  the  general  treatment  of  the  tenant 
purchasers  on  this  estate  by  the  vendor's 
solicitor  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  Land  Com- 
mission  are  aware  that  complaints  have 
been  made  by  the  tenants  on  the  Godlej 
Estate,  County  Leitrim,  as  to  the  non- 
lodgment  of  agreements  for  purchase 
which  are  alleged  to  have  been  exe- 
cuted by  the  tenants  during  the  year 
1890.  As  to  the  case  of  Bernard  Rourke, 
no  application  for  a  loan  to  enable  him  to 
purchase  his  holding  was  ever  filed,  either 
under  the  Ashbourne  Acts  or  the  Par- 
chase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1891.  The 
holding  was  inspected  in  November, 
1890,  at  the  request  of  the  solicitor  for 
the  vendor,  in  view  of  an  agreement  being 
entered  into.  The  Commissioners  have 
no  knowledge  of  any  further  proceedings 
as  to  this  case.  Almost  all  the  applica- 
tions lodged  on  this  estate  under  the 
Ashbourne  Acts  and  the  Act  of  1891 
have  been  closed,  and  the  Commissioners 
state  that  they  have  no  power  to  order  an 
inquiry  either  into  the  case  of  Bernard 
Rourke  or  with  reference  as  to  the  general 
treatment  of  the  tenants  by  the  vendor's 
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•olicitor.     This   is  a  matter  altogether 
between  the  teoants  aud  the  vendor. 

TRBA6URV  APPRECIATION  OF 
BRAVERY. 

Mb.  W.  WHITELAW  (Perth): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Seeretarj  for 
Scotland  whether  he  recently  recom- 
mended the  Treasury  to  grant  a  gratuity 
to  Mr.  Siool  McNicoll  for  saving  from 
drowning  at  great  risk  to  his  own  life 
and  handing  over  to  the  police  an 
escaped  convict  ;  and,  if  so,  on  what 
grounds  the  Treasury  refused  to  bestow 
the  gratuity  ? 

Sir  G.  TREVELYAN  :  Yes,  Sir;  I 
pat  forward  the  claim  referred  to  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Prison  Com- 
missioners, but  the  Treasury  did  not  con- 
sider that  the  merits  of  the  case  justified 
the  payment  of  a  gratuity  out  of  the 
public  Exchequer. 

LOUGH  KEY  FLOODS. 

Mr.  TULLY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether  he  can  state 
if  the  Board  of  Works  are  aware  that 
600  acres  of  low -lying  lands  surrounding 
Lough  Key  are  annually  flooded  owing 
to  the  locks  on  the  portion  of  the  river 
leading  to  the  Shannon  at  Knock  vicar 
being  maintained  at  a  certain  level  for 
the  purpose  of  boat  traffic  ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  traffic  by  trading  boats  on 
this  portion  of  the  river  has  ceased  for 
years  past ;  aud  whether,  as  on  other 
portions  of  the  Shannon  and  its  tributaries, 
measures  have  been  taken  in  recent  years 
to  regulate  the  level  of  the  water  so  as 
to  prevent  flooding  of  the  low-lying  lands, 
be  is  prepared  to  recommend  that  the 
Board  of  Works  proceed  to  have  the 
locks  at  Knock  vicar  lowered  so  as  to  put 
in  end  to  the  inundations  complained  of 
n  the  ueigh)>ourh(>od  of  Lough  Key  ? 

The  secretary  to  thb  TREA- 
iJURY  (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert,  Oldham)  : 
[  am  informed  that  the  statutable  depth 
>f  water  at  Knock  vicar,  which  is  the  out- 
et  for  Lough  Key,  must  be  maintained  as 
-orming  portion  of  the  Shannon  Naviga- 
ion,  aud  the  Board  of  Works  have  no 
-ecord  of  flooding  being  caused  by  the 
ock  in  qvestion.  It  is  not  a  fact  that 
he  tniffb  through  this  branch  of  tho 
$hanBor  Navigation  hai*  ceased  for  years 
mat,  tb^igh  no  doubt  it  is  not  important. 
The  wotkof  regulation  in  other  parts  of 


the  Shannon  has  not  extended  to  this 
portion  of  the  navigation,  nor  is  such  in 
any  way  necessary. 

LUNACY  BKPORTS. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Dnblin,  College  Green) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
when  the  ani\ual  Report  of  the  Scotch 
Lunacy  Board  will  be  presented  to 
Parliament  ? 

Sir  G.  TREVELYAN  :  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  General  Board  of  Lunacy 
for  Scotland  that  their  annual  Report 
will  be  transmitted  to  me  on  Monday 
next,  when  I  shall  present  it  to  Par- 
liament. 

Or.  KENNY :  What  is  the  cause  of 
the  delay  in  forwarding  the  Report  ? 

Sib  G.  TREVELYAN  ;  This  is  the 
usual  time  when  it  has  been  brought  for- 
ward. I  called  for  a  special  Report  from 
the  Lunacy  Board  as  to  their  opinion 
upon  the  cause  of  the  increase  of  lunacy 
in  Scotland.  I  also  hurried  the  Board 
to-day,  and  I  hope  to  get  a  Report  soou. 
My  hon.  Friend  will  remember  that  it 
took  some  time  to  get  the  Irish  Report, 
and  that  these  special  Reports  cannot  be 
expected  quite  yet,  but  I  will  sec  that  it 
is  presented  as  soon  aa  possible. 

Dr.  KENNY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  when  the  annual  Report  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Lunatics  will  be  laid  upon 
the  Table  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  As  I  stated  in 
reply  to  a  similar  question  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  20th  instaut,  the  In- 
spectors hope  to  have  the  Report  ready 
for  presentation  before  the  1st  of 
August. 

Dr.  KENNY  :  What  is  the  cause  for 
the  delay  in  presenting  Reports  of  this 
kind  ?  Formerly  they  were  laid  on  the 
Table  during  the  first  three  months  of 
the  Session. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  Report  will 
1)0  laid  in  good  time.  I  do  not  think  there 
has  been  any  unreasonable  delay. 

PKRTH  (UTV  POLICE. 

Mr.  W.  WHITELAW  :  I  \>eg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  he 
has  received  a  Petition  from  the  Perth 
City  Police  relative  to  their  services  and 
pensions  ;  and,  if  so,  what  action  he  pro- 
poses to  take  thereon  ? 

ViscorxT  WOLMER  (Edinburgh, 
W.)  :  What  does  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
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man  propose  to  do  in  reference  to  a 
timilar  Petition  from  Edinbargh  ? 

Sir  G.  TREVELYAN  :  I  have  re- 
celved  the  Memorial  in  question,  but  for 
the  reasons  stated  by  me  in  mj  reply  on 
the  12th  instant  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  South  Division  of  Edinburgh,  I  am 
unable  to  hold  out  any  present  prospect 
of  legislation  on  the  subject.  I  hope  hon. 
Members  will  not  think  me  discourteous 
in  referring  them  to  that  answer. 

Mr.  hunter  (Abeideen,  N.)  :  Is 
not  the  payment  of  police  pensions  en- 
tirely a  matter  for  Local  Authorities  ? 

Sir  G.  TREVELYAN  :  I  dealt  with 
that  point  in  the  answer.  I  have  not 
received  any  expressions  of  dissatisfac- 
tion from  any  Local  Authority  with 
regard  to  the  present  system. 

PRB8T0N  BARRACKS,  BRIGHTON. 

Mr.  LODER  (Brighton) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  can  now  state  how  soon 
arrangements  will  be  made  for  sending  a 
regiment  to  the  Preston  Barracks,  Brigh- 
ton, which  have  been  vacant  for  several 
months  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
There  is  still  no  cavalry  regiment  avail- 
able for  stationing  at  Brighton,  and  it 
cannot  be  stated  when  arrangements 
will  be  made  for  sending  one  there. 

COAL  DOST  EXPLOSIONS. 

Mr.  woods  (Lancaahire,  S.E., 
Ince) :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  In- 
spectors to  still  further  prosecute  the  ex- 
periments in  regard  to  the  alleged  dan- 
gerous nature  of  coal  dust  In  initiating 
and  intensifying  explosions  in  coal 
mines  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  would 
recommend  that  in  any  future  experi- 
ments tests  should  be  made  in  the  under- 
ground workings  as  well  as  in  the 
shafts  ? 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydfil)  :  At  the  same  time  I  will  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if,  in  view  of  the 
doubt  still  existing  in  the  minds  of  many 
persons  engaged  in  eolliery  operations  as 
to  the  effect  of  coal  dust  in  producing 
and  intensifying  explosions  in  mines,  he 
will  cause  experiments  similar  to  those 
made  by  Mr.  Hall  at  Ormskirk,  and  at 
the  Southport  and  Big  Lady  pits,  to  be 
made  in  other  mining  districts,  especialiy 
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in  South  Wales,  so  as  to  give  to  those 
resident  in  the  various  districts  an  oppor- 
tunity of  witnessing  them. 

Thb  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
AsQUiTH,  Fife,  E.)  :  I  will  answer  the 
two  questions  together.  Mr.  HalPs  ex- 
periments show  that  a  coal  dust  explo- 
sion may  be  initiated  without  fire-damp, 
and  throw  valuable  light  upon  the  de- 
grees of  dangerousness  of  different  dusts 
and  different  explosives.  The  Com- 
missioners have  expressed  a  decided 
opinion  that  no  more  experiments  are 
required,  and  that  the  matter  is  ripe  for 
legislation,  and  in  that  opinion  I  concur. 

Mr.  WOODS  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  experiments  carried  out  by  Mr.  Hall 
are  made  by  him  in  the  shafts,  which 
would  produce  very  different  results  to 
experiments  made  in  the  underground 
workings,  where  alone  the  ordinary  con- 
ditions of  mining  will  be  found  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  That,  of  course,  is 
a  matter  on  which  I  must  defer  to  those 
who  possess  particular  knowledge  of 
such  questions,  such  as  my  hon.  Friend 
himself  possesses ;  but  I  think  I  may 
fortify  myself  on  the  findings  of  the 
Royal  Commission  as  to  the  danger  of 
explosion  from  this  cause,  and  I  think 
that  legislation  may  be  safely  entered 
upon  in  our  present  state  of  knowledge, 
and  that  I  may  add  is  a  view  which,  I 
think,  the  House  and  the  Government 
will  adopt. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  :  But  cannot 
the  experiments  be  made  in  South  Wales 
so  that  people  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  judging  for  themselves  ?  That  is  the 
object  of  my  question. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  believe  that  many 
of  tbe  experiments  have  been  made  with 
coal  dust  taken  from  the  South  Wales 
collieries.  I  think  that  the  evidence  of 
the  witnesses  given  before  the  Royal 
Commission  in  reference  to  the  experi- 
ments would  justify  steps  being  taken  In 
the  matter,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
people  of  South  Wales  will  very  willingly 
adopt  that  view. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS :  From  how 
many  South  Wales  collieries  was  coal 
dust  obtained  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  That  I  cannot  say- 

^     BIOHMOND  PRISON,  DUBLIN. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of   State  for 
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War  on  what  tenure  the  War  Depart- 
ment held  Richmond  Prison,  Dublin  ; 
what  is  the  instrument  of  letting  ;  and 
who  signs  the  receipts  for  rent  ? 

Mb.  CAMFBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
The  first  two  questions  have  already  been 
answered  hj  mj  right  bon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  The  persons 
who  sign  the  receipts  for  rent  are  James 
Sanderman  Winter,  Henry  Hayes,  Ed- 
mund W.  Eyre,  and  John  Doyle. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  It  is  because  I 
eonld  not  get  any  reply  from  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  that 
I  pat  this  question  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  I  could  not  get  from  bim 
any  statement  as  to  what  was  the  tenure 
on  which  the  Prisons  Board  allowed  the 
War  Office  to  occupy  this  prison. 

Mb.  CAMFBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Under  the  clause  of  the  statute  dealing 
with  this  matter  the  prison  is  handed 
over  to  the  War  Office  for  use  for  a 
public  purpose— namely,  as  a  barrack, 
and  so  long  as  it  is  employed  for  that 
purpose  it  remains  in  the  possession  and 
occapation  of  the  public  department  so 
using  it,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the 
ground  rent.  When  the  user  ceases  it 
will  revert,  after  a  brief  interval,  to  the 
original  authorities  who  held  it  before 
the  legislation  came  into  effect. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  wish  to  ask 
tha  right  hon.  Gentleman  what  is  to 
prevent  the  Prisons  Board  from  exacting 
£1,000  a  year  or  £10,000  a  year  from 
the  War  Office,  or  serving  them  with  a 
notice  to  quit  if  they  do  not  pay  it  ? 

Mb.  CAMFBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  hope  they  will  not  do  it.  The  statute 
lays  down  that  the  building  may  be  used 
for  any  public  purpose,  although  we  pay 
no  rent  to  the  Prisons  Board  ;  and  the 
option,  so  far  as  the  option  exists,  is  our 
option,  not  theirs. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  will  call 
attention  to  this  matter,  which  is  a  grave 
matter  so  far  as  the  citizens  of  Dublin 
are  concerned,  on  the  first  opportunity. 

Db.  KENNY:  I  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  the  War 
Office  Authorities  in  their  controversy 
with  the  Dublin  Corporation  over  the 
main  drainage  scheme  take  into  con- 
aideration  the  fact  that  they  enjoy  this 
building  without  rent  as  a  reason  for  not 
demanding  an  exorbitant  sum  from  the 
Main  Drainage  Committee  ? 
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Mb.  CAMFBELL-BANNERMAN  : 

It  is  quite  true  that  a  public  department 
gets  the  use  of  this  building  without  pay- 
ing any  rent,  and  that  this  is  put  forward 
as  a  grievance  by  the  Dublin  Corporation. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Dublin  Corpora- 
tion under  the  same  statute  have  been 
relieved  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
prisons  within  their  borders. 

Db.  KENNY  :  With  all  respect,  that 
is  no  answer  to  my  question.  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  take  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  the  Dublin 
Corporation  gets  no  rent  for  this 
building  when  he  comes  to  deal  with 
them  over  the  main  drainage  question 
in  which  the  War  Office  Authorities  are 
endeavouring  to  extract  £100,000  from 
the  citizens  of  Dublin  ? 

Mr.  CAMFBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  do  not  think  it  is  quite  fair  that  that 
statement  should  be  made.  I  do  not  think 
the  two  things  have  anything  to  do  with 
each  other,  nor  do  I  think  that  under  any 
circumstances  the  War  Office,  being  a 
public  Department,  should  pay  rent  for 
this  building  to  the  Dublin  Corporation. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  How  many 
disused  prisons  in  England  were  handed 
over  to  the  War  Office  for  barracks,  and 
how  many  were  turned  into  playgrounds 
and  0^)00  sites  ? 

Mr.  CAMFBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  cannot  say. 

Dr.  KENNY :  I  beg  also  to  give 
notice  that  on  Monday  next  I  shall  call 
attention  to  this  matter  on  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply. 

CLASSIFICATION  IN  THE  POST  OFFICE 
Viscount  WOLMER  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster  General  whether,  in  view 
of  the  approaching  discussion  on  the 
Post  Office  Estimates,  he  is  able  to 
inform  the  House  of  the  grounds  on 
which  he  stated  to  the  telegraph  clerks 
in  the  Memorandum  of  25th  June,  1894, 
that  the  abolition  of  classificatiou,  as 
unanimously  desired  by  that  body,  would 
be  detrimental  to  its  interests  ? 

Thb  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Mr.  A.  MoRLEY,  Nottingham,  E.)  : 
The  noble  Lord  will,  of  course,  under- 
stand that  it  is  impossible  in  answer  to  a 
question  to  deal  adequately  with  a  sub- 
ject of  this  importance,  but  I  may  any 
that  I  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
.existence  of  classificatiou  was  advan- 
tageous to  the  interests  of  the  staff  after 
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aJBcertaiuiDg  that  iu  every  case  in  London, 
and  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  in  the 
Provinces,  the  men  promoted  from  the 
Second  to  the  First  Class  had  not  attained 
the  maximum  of  their  class,  and  there- 
fore obtained  a  distinct  pecuniary  benefit 
from  their  promotion.  But  I  must  point 
out  to  the  noble  Lord  that  1  defended 
classification  not  only  in  the  interests  of 
the  staff  as  a  whole,  but  in  the  interests 
of  its  more  able  members  and  of  the 
Public  Service.  Its  abolition  would,  in 
my  opinion,  place  all  the  telegraphists  on 
a  common  plane,  while  its  existence 
enables  the  beads  of  the  Department  to 
advance  men  of  conspicuous  ability  and 
merit,  and  thus  supply  the  incentive  to 
exertion  which  is  at  the  root  of  ail 
progress. 

THE  BIRKENHEAD  LAIRAGES. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick's)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  whether  the  additional  room 
provided  by  the  Mersey  Dock  Board  at 
Birkenhead  lairages  was  from  '^  un- 
scheduled "to  "  scheduled  "  lairs,  and 
the  cattle  also  being  transferred  at  same 
time  actually  reduced  rather  than  in- 
creased former  accommodation  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  scheme  of  extension 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  lairage 
proper  was  carried  out  by  the  Dock 
Board  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  caution 
of  the  trade  ;  whether  the  trade  is  ever 
consulted  directly  or  indirectly  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  Inspectors  ;  and 
whether  the  Dock  Board  wharves  are 
used  indiscriminately  as  reception  lair- 
ages contrary  to  the  Order  in  Council  ? 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  H.  Gardner, 
Essex,  Saffron  Walden)  :  The  additional 
accommodation  provided  by  the  Mersey 
Docks  and  Harbour  Board  at  the  Foreign 
Animals  Wharf  at  Wallasey  during  the 
year  1893  was  in  part  obtained  by  the 
absorption  of  a  portion  of  the  space  pre- 
viously used  as  a  landing  place  for  cattle 
not  subject  to  the  requirement  of 
slaughter ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  could 
be  said  until  quite  recently  that  the 
alteration  in  the  arrangements  \jitli  re- 
gard to  Canadian  cattle  rendered  the 
accommodation  at  the  wharf  less  adequate 
than  before,  inasmuch  as  the  falling  off 
in  the  trade  last  year  more  than  eqnalM 
the  total  number  of  cattle  landed  at 
Liverpool  from  Canada.     With  regard  to 

Mr,  A.  Morley 


the  changes  made  last  year,  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  trade  were  consulted  by 
the  Dock  Board  at  the  time,  but  that  the 
Board  found  it  impracticable  to  adopt 
the  only  alternative  suggested.  It  it 
certainly  my  wish  that  the  Inspectors  of 
the  Board  should  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  the  views  of  the  trade 
upon  matters  with  which  we  have  to 
deal.  With  regard  to  the  character  of 
the  arrangements  at  Liverpool  we  have  no 
complaint  to  make.  They  afford  adequate 
security  against  the  introduction  of 
disease,  and  satisfactorily  carry  out 
the  objects  and  intentions  of  our  Order. 

THE  GENERAL  REGISTER  OFFICE. 

Sir  R.  TEMPLE  (Surrey,  Kingston)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury whether  he  can  state  why,  in  the 
case  of  any  index  compiler  and  statistical 
abstractor  recently  appointed  to  the 
General  Register  Office,  the  ordipary 
practice  of  the  service  has  been  departed 
from  ;  and  why  his  earnings  of  98.  9d. 
per  day  during  the  last  12  months*  ser- 
vice as  a  temporary  registered  copyist 
were  not  allowed  to  him  instead  of  a 
commencing  salary  of  8s.  per  day,  see- 
ing that  no  part  of  such  service  was 
rendered  in  the  Census  Office  during  the 
Census  of  1891  ? 

•Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  departure  from  the  ordinary  prac- 
tice in  the  matter  referred  to.  The  pay 
of  9s.  9d.  a  day  quoted  by  my  hon. 
Friend  included  payment  for  temporary 
work  connected  with  the  Census,  and  is 
not  an  element  in  the  calculation  of  the 
initial  salary  of  an  abstractor. 

THE  STATE  OF  WEXFORD. 
Mr.  T.  J.  HEALY  (Wexford,  N.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
at  the  Summer  Assizes  in  the  County  of 
Wexford  just  concluded  there  was  no 
criminal  case  for  trial ;  that  at  the  Spring 
Assizes  of  this  year  there  was  only  one 
trifling  case  of  theft  for  trial  from  the 
county  ;  that  at  the  last  Winter  Assizes 
there  was  no  criminal  case  from  the 
county  ;  that  at  the  Hilary  and  Easter 
Quarter  Sessions  in  both  divisions  of  the 
county  the  County  Court  Jndge  was 
presented  with  white  gloves  ;  and  that 
notwithstanding  this  crimeless  condition 
of  the  county  the  people  of  VIT^xford  are 
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this  jear  called  on  to  pay  the  large 
sum  of  £784  for  extra  police;  and 
whether  he  will  take  imtncfdiate  Bteps  to 
relieve  the  people  of  the  coantj  from 
such  a  heavy  tax  by  giving  orders  for 
the  removal  of  the  extra  police  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORL£Y  :  Mj  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  very  gratifying  facts 
referred  to  by  my  hon.  Friend  as  to  the 
general  state*of  the  County  Wexford.  The 
charge  for  extra  police  for  the  past  year 
is  correctly  stated  at  £784,  and  has  been 
solely  necessitated  by  tbe  peculiar  circum- 
stances which  exist  on  one  particular  pro- 
perty in  the  county.  The  strength  of 
the  extra  force,  which  numbered  25  men 
when  the  present  Government  acceded  to 
Office,  has  been  reduced  to  15  men,  its 
present  strength,  and  the  question  of 
making  a  still  further  reduction  is  now 
under  consideration. 

Me.  THOMAS  HEALY  :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  stated  on  Saturday  last  that  there 
was  no  person  in  the  county  under  police 
protection  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  He  may  have 
made  that  statement,  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  extra  police  are  not  required. 

.NEW  ROSS  POSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Mr.  FFRENCH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  is  he  aware  that 
letters  from  Wexford  are  allowed  to  lie 
in  the  New  Ross  Post  Office  23  hours 
before  being  sent  out  to  the  country  sub- 
offices  ;  and  that  a  letter  posted  in  New- 
bawn,  a  sub-office  of  tbe  New  Ross 
District,  takes  over  three  days  to  go  to 
Nasb,  an  office  only  three  miles  distant ; 
and  if  be  will  look  into  the  matter  and 
see  if  it  would  be  possible  to  remedy  this 
state  of  things  by  detaining  tbe  rural 
postman  in  New  Ross  from  8  a.m.  to  1 1 
a.m.,  when  he  would  have  not  only  the 
Wexford  and  Waterford  mails,  but  also 
the  Dublin  mail,  due  at.  10.30  a.m.  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY:  Wexford  and 
New  Ross  are  served  from  different  lines 
of  railway,  but  a  local  commjunication  is 
maintained  between  them  by  mail  car.  It 
is  only  letters  posted  at  Wexford  too  late 
for  a  despatch  at  6  pan.  that  miss  the 
rural  posts  from  New  Ross  next  morning. 
Some  misapprehension  seems  to  exist 
with  regard  to  the  communication 
between  Newbawn  and  Nash^  for  a 
letter  lor  Nash  posted  at  Newbawn 
before  8.15  a.m.  would  be  delivered  next 


morning.  The  detention  of  the  rural 
postmen  in  New  Ross  for  the  arrival  of 
the  Dublin  day  mail,  as  suggested  by  the 
hon.  Member^  would  be  a  serious  matter^ 
and  I  could  only  assent  to  such  an  altera* 
tion  at  the  request  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  residents  in  the  rural  district. 

THE  HOLM  FARM  PIT  FATALITY. 

Mr.. CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  has  yet 
received  the  report  of  the  circumstances 
attending  the  accident  at  Holm  Farm 
Pit,  Lanarkshire,  on  27th  June  last, 
whereby  three  men,  Edward  Brannan, 
William  Stevenson,  and  Matthew  Corbett, 
were  killed  ;  and  whether  he  will  order  a 
public  inquiry  into  the  matter  of  the 
accident  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  The  matter  has 
been  inquired  into,  and  as  the  causes  of 
this  inquiry  are  sufficiently  clear  from  the 
Inspector's  Report,  I  do  not  think  a 
public  inquiry  necessary.  I  am  informed 
that  the  structure  of  the  crane  which 
caused  the  accident  is  being  altered.  If 
my  hon.  Friend  will  bring  privately  to 
my  notice  any  facts  which  seem  to  him 
to  render  a  public  inquiry  necessary,  I 
will  give  them  careful  attention. 

ST0NEH0U8B   NAVAL  ORDNANCE 
£MPLOr£s, 

Mr.  E.  J.  C.  MORTON  (Devon- 
port)  r  I  beg  to  ask  the  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  will  he  explain  why  the  48 
hours'  week  has  not  yet  been  applied  to 
the  employes  of  the  Naval  Ordnance  at 
Stonehouse  and  Bull  Point ;  and  when 
will  the  system  be  brought  into  operation 
among  these  employes  ? 

The  civil  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Dundee): 
There  has  been  some  delay  caused  by  the 
necessity  of  adapting  the  working  hours 
to  the  Powder  Stations,  where  they  musl; 
be  strictly  governed  by  tbe  daylight,  and 
it  has  also  been  necessary  to  confer  with 
the  War  Office,  so  as  to  secure  uniformity 
of  practice  between  the  two  Departments. 
The  scheme  has  been  approved,  and  will 
be  promulgated  shortly. 

PROMOTION    IN    THE   CENTRAL   TELE- 

GBAPS  .OFJICfe. 

Mb.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  Sc)  ;  I  beg 

to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  will  he 

explain  why* a' clerk  named  Fenton  was 
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recently  passed  over  the  heads  of  a 
number  of  others  at  the  Central  Tele- 
graph Office  for  promotion  who  were 
years  his  senior,  although  the  latter  were 
informed  on  inquiry  that  there  was 
nothing  against  them ;  whether  they 
have  been  for  years  and  still  are  engaged 
on  supervising  duties  which  appertain  to 
the  position  to  which  Mr.  Fenton  has 
been  promoted ;  and  why  they  are 
refused  promotion  when  vacancies  occur 
on  the  class  above  while  satisfactorily 
performing  duties  properly  attached  to 
the  higher  class  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  The  position  to 
which  Mr.  Fenton  was  promoted  is  one 
which  is  filled  by  selection  ;  and  Mr. 
Fenton  was  selected  for  it  because,  in  the 
opinion  of  his  superior  officers,  he  was 
the  best  fitted  for  the  post. 

SUNDAY  FISHING  AT  LOCH  FVNB. 

Sir  D.  MACFARLANE  (Argyll)  :  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if 
the  Fishery  Board  has  power  to  prevent 
Sunday  and  daylight  fishing  in  the 
Sound  of  Kilbrennau  and  Loch  Fyne 
waters,  and  if  he  is  aware  that  such 
fishing  is  now  carried  on  ? 

Sir  G.  TREVELYAN  :  The  Fishery 
Board  are  invested  with  power  to  prevent 
Sunday  and  daylight  fishing  in  the 
Sound  of  Kilbrennan  and  Loch  Fyne  by 
the  Herring  Fishery  (Scotland)  Act, 
1889,  Section  5.  I  am  informed  by  the 
Fishery  Board  that,  in  consequence  of 
representations  made  recently  by  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Tai  bert  and  Ardrishaig 
sections  of  the  Argyll  and  Bute  Fisher- 
men^s  Association,  instructions  were 
issued  to  the  officer  in  command  of  Her 
Majesty's  cutter  Daisy  to  visit  the 
waters  referred  to,  and  to  see  that  the  law 
regarding  Sunday  and  daylight  fishing 
was  strictly  observed.  '1,'he  officer 
visited  the  localities  mentioned,  but  was 
unable  to  detect  any  breaches  of  the  law. 
Should  definite  information  be  lodged 
with  the  Board  of  an  infringement  of  the 
Act,  the  Procurator  Fiscal  will  be  at  once 
communicated  with,  with  a  view  to  legal 
proceedings  being  instituted  against  the 
offenders. 

THE  STBAITS  BBTTLEMENTS. 
Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
8tate  for  War  if  he  can  state  when  a 
decision  will  be  arrived  at  with  regard  to 

Mr.  M'Cartan 


the  Military  contribution  to  be  exacted 
in  future  from  the  Straits  Settlements. 

Mb.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  understand  that  the  Colonial  Office  are 
prepared  to  reply  to  a  similar  question 
which  has  for  some  time  been  on  the 
Paper  for  to-morrow,  and  I  would  ask 
my  hon.  Friend  to  wait  for  that  answer. 

THE  SCOTCH  COAL  STRIKE. 

Mb.  WASON  (Ayrshire,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether,  in  view  of  the  large 
amount  of  suffering  and  privation 
amongst  the  miners  and  others  in  Ayr- 
shire consequent  upon  the  coal  strike, 
he  will  endeavour  to  bring  about  a  re- 
conciliation between  masters  and  men  ? 

Mb.  BRYCE  :  The  Government  have 
noted  with  profound  regret  the  sufferings 
and  privations  caused  by  the  present  coal 
strike  both  in  Ayrshire  and  in  other 
parts  of  Scotland,  sufferings  which  have 
affected  persons  engaged  in  other  em- 
ployments as  well  as  the  miners  them- 
selves. The  Board  of  Trade  have  been 
watching  the  progress  of  events  with  the 
hope  of  being  able  to  intervene  should  a 
favourable  moment  arrive.  They  have 
at  present  no  power  to  intervene  against 
the  wishes  of  either  party,  and  regret 
that  their  powers  have  not  been  enlarged 
by  the  passing  of  the  Conciliation  Bill 
now  before  the  House.  Had  I  any  rea- 
son to  believe  that  any  effort  which  the 
Board  could  make  to  bring  about  an 
amicable  arrangement  would  have  a  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  success,  the  Board 
would  gladly  place  their  good  offices  at 
the  disposal  of  the  parties  ;  but  so  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  the  circum- 
stances do  not  as  yet  justify  the  attempt. 

Mr.  STUART.  WORT  ley 
(Sheffield,  Hallam) :  In  what  respect 
would  the  passing  of  the  Conciliation 
Bill  have  enabled  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  intervene  ? 

Mb.  BRYCE  :  The  passing  of  the 
Conciliation  Bill  would  have  thrown  a 
statutory  duty  on  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
intervening  and  offering  its  good  offices 
in  a  case  of  this  kind,  and  it  would  have 
made  it  much  easier  to  intervene  than  it 
is  now.  / 

Mb,  STlffART-WORTLEY :  Does 
the  BiU  sa/ "  may  ''  or  «  shall "  ? 

Mb.  BHYCE  :  The  Bill  gives  powo^ 
and  duties  to  the  Board  of  Trade  which 
it  does  not  now  possess. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1017      Lord  WaUingham's        {26.JuLr  1894)  Cottage  Tenantry, 


1018 


Mb.  J.  WILSON  (Lanark,  Govan)  : 
Is  it  not  possible  to  do  anything  in  regard 
to  what  is  nothing  less  than  a  national 
calamity  ? 

Mb.  BRYCE  :  My  lion.  Friend  has 
not  overstated  the  misfortunes  and  dis- 
tress which  exist  at  present  as  being  of 
the  nature  of  a  national  calamity  ;  but  I 
am  obliged  to  consider  intervention  with 
the  probability  of  success.  An  attempt 
which  is  premature  would  probably  do 
more  harm  than  good,  and  if  there  is  to 
be  intervention  it  should  be  made  at  a 
moment  when  the  prospect  of  success  is 
greater. 

Mb.  harry  smith  (Falkirk,  &c.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether,  in  view 
of  the  disastrous  strike  of  the  miners  of 
Lanarkshire  and  other  mining  districts 
in  Scotland,  and  the  consequent  priva- 
tions and  sufferings  of  many  thousands 
of  people,  he  will  take  steps  to  bring 
about  a  reconciliation  between  masters 
and  men  ;  and  whether  he  will  consider 
the  expediency  of  the  appointment  of  a 
Royal  Commission  to  investigate  the 
numerous  vexed  questions  connected 
with  the  mining  industry  in  Scotland,  in 
order  to  prevent  similar  strikes  in  the 
future. 

Mb.  ASQUITH  :  The  Government 
have  no  power,  as  already  stated  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  answer  to  the  previous 
question,  to  intervene  against  the  wishes 
of  either  party  ;  but  if  they  had  reason 
to  believe  that  any  efforts  of  theirs  tend- 
ing to  prevent  the  continuance  of  this 
unfortunate  dispute  would  have  a  reason- 
able prospect  of  success,  they  would  be 
happy  to  place  their  good  offices  at  the 
disposal  of  the  parties.  With  regard  to 
the  second  paragraph,  I  propose  to  in- 
troduce a  Bill  to  amend  the  Coal  Mines 
Regulation  Act  next .  Session,  and  hope 
that  it  may  tend  to  prevent  strikes,  so 
far  as  that  can  be  done  by  legislation. 

SCHOOL  BOOKS  IN  IRELAND. 
Mb.  BODKIN  (Roscommon,  N.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if.  he  will 
inquire  why  '^The  National  Education 
in  Ireland,  School  Books,'*  Return,  which 
was  ordered  bj  tbi»  House  on  ,9th 
Janqarj,  {M^ented  op ,  7th  May,  ,and 
directe4  tpoe  printed  on  1st  June,  is  ,not 
j^t  in  tk^  hands  of  hop. .  Members  ;  and 
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if  he  will  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  to  expedite  the  printing  of  this 
Return  ? 

Mr.  J.  MO  RLE  Y  :  A  proof  of  the 
Return  was  only  recently  received  from 
the  printers,  and  has  been  forwarded  to 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Educa- 
tion for  revision.  I  hope  the  Return 
will  be  ready  for  circulation  within  a 
few  days. 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IRELAND) - 
MONITORIAL  SYSTEM. 
Mr.  BODKIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  is  he  aware  that  school  chil- 
dren and  monitors  in  Ireland  under  the 
National  Bofird  are  examined  in  the  con- 
tents of  three  reading  books,  extending 
in  some  cases  to  nearly  2,000  pages  of 
miscellaneous  information  ;  and  whe- 
ther any  such  system  prevails  in  Eng- 
land ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  take 
steps  to  abolish  the  system  existing  in 
Ireland  and  substitute  the  system  pre- 
vailing in  the  English  Board  schools  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  This  question 
was  placed  on  the  Paper  for  the  first 
time  this  morning,  and  as  there  has  not 
been  sufficient  time  to  obtain  a  Report, 
I  must  ask  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
to  defer  the  question  till  to-morrow. 

LORD    WALSINGHAM»S    COTTAGE 
TENANTRY. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  (Newington,  Wal- 
worth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  notice  re- 
cently issued  by  Lord  Walsingham,  in 
which  he  announces  to  his  cottage  ten&nts 
that,  in  the  event  of  any  further  increase 
in  the  parish  rates,  such  increase  cannot 
be  borne  by  his  estate  account,  but  will 
be  added  in  due  proportion  to  the  rents 
charged  for  the  cottages  ;  and  also  to  a 
notice  from  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  to  his 
tenants,  in  which  he  states  that  he  will 
only  withdraw  the  notices  to  quit  recently 
issued  to  them  on  cqndition  that  Admiral 
Close  resigns  his  church wardenship,  or, 
if  he  cannot  legally  do  so,  that  he  ap- 
points a  deputy  or  sidesman,  and  that  he 
gives  in  writing  his  promise  not  In  any 
way  to  interfere  with  the  repairs,  &c.,  of 
the  parish  church,  and  not  to  attend  acgr 
parish  meetings  called  in  reference  to  any- 
thing' lo  do  with  the  church  ;    and  whe- 
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ther,  in  view  of  the  receot  passiDg  of  the 
Parish  Councils  Act,  and  the  duties  of 
churchwardens  in  reference  to  parish 
cliurches,  landlords  are  entitled  to  issue 
such  notices  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  have  no  know- 
ledge of  the  facts,  hut  assuming  them  to 
be  as  stated,  I  am  advised  that  they  do 
not  involve  any  breach  of  the  law. 

THE  RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC 
BILL. 

Mr.  DODD  (Essex,  Maldon)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  when  he  will  place  on  the  Paper 
the  Amendments  to  the  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Bill  which  the  Government 
intend  to  propose  or  accept ;  and  whether 
he  would  give  a  couple  of  days'  notice  to 
this  House  before  taking  the  Committee 
stage  of  the  Bill  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  The  conferences  which 
have  taken  place  as  regards  the  Railway 
and  Canal  Traffic  Bill  during  the  last 
few  days  between  hon.  Members  repre- 
senting the  traders  and  representatives 
of  the  Railway  Companies  have  been 
so  far  satisfactory  that  I  am  not  without 
hope  that  Amendments  may  be  drafted  to 
which  both  parties  will  agree.  If  this 
result  is  attained  it  will  probably  be  con- 
venient that  those  Amendments  should  be 
put  upon  the  Paper  in  ray  name,  and  I  will 
endeavour  that  they  shall  appear  upon  it 
not  later  than  the  day  preceding  that 
upon  which  the  House  would  be  asked  to 
take  the  Committee  stage  of  the  Bill. 

SirM.  hicks-beach  (Bristol, W.): 
How  long  will  it  be  before  we  shall  know 
whether  these  negotiations  are  successful 
or  not  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  hope  it  will  be  settled 
one  way  or  the  other  within  a  few  days  ; 
but  I  do  not  wish  to  be  over-sanguine. 
No  efforts  on  my  part  will  be  wanting  if 
my  mediation  between  the  parties  can 
bring  the  matter  to  a  successful  con- 
clusion. 

Sir  a.  ROLLIT  :  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  during  the  delay  the  Companies  are 
pressing  for  claims  Itbove  the  old  rates  of 
1892,  and  that  the  North -Eastern  is 
actually  in  one  case  suing  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  have  heard  so,  but  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  is  the  fact, 

PUBLIC  MKKTIN08  IN  THK  TRANSVAAL. 

Sir   E.   ASHMEAD-BAItTLETT 

(Sheffield,  Ecclesall)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Mr.  Saunders 


Pnder  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
intend  to  protest  against  the  new  law^ 
just  passed  by  the  Transvaal  Volksraad, 
which  forbids  all  right  of  outdoor  meeting 
to  British  residents  in  the  Transvaal,  and 
which  forbids  all  meetings  indoors  of 
more  than  six  persons  without  special 
permission  from  the  Boer  authorities  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THK  COLONIES  (Mr. 
S.  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar): 
The  law  in  question  applies  as  we  under- 
stand to  all  inhabitants  of  the  South 
African  Republic*  ;  but  we  bave  not  yet 
received  the  full  text  of  the  law,  and  J 
must  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my 
answer  of  Tuesday. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  : 
What  I  asked  was  whether  Her  Majesty^s 
Government  intended  to  protest  against 
this  law.  Is  the  hon.  Member  aware  that 
there  are  70,000  British  residents  in  the 
Transvaal,  that  they  pay  nine-tenths  of 
the  revenue  of  the  country,  and  that  by 
this  law  they  are  deprived  of  the  right  of 
expressing  their  grievances  by  public 
meeting  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  :  The  Government 
have  not  yet  received  the  full  text  of  the 
law,  and  until  it  is  received  they  are  not 
in  a  position  to  make  any  statement. 

INDIAN  FINANCE. 

Sir  W.  HOULDSWORTH  (Man- 
Chester,  N.W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  can 
now  state  when  he  proposes  to  fulfil  his 
promise  to  give  a  day  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  Indian  Finance  ;  whether  it 
is  understood  that  the  day  promised  is  in 
addition  to  the  day  devoted  to  the  Indian 
Budget ;  and  whether  a  few  days*  notice 
of  the  date  fixed  will  be  given  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Derby) : 
I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  fix  a  day,  I 
will,  however,  take  care  that  due  notice 
is  given. 

Sir  W.  HOULDSWORTH  :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  Answer  the  s^ond 
part  of  the  question  ? 

Sir  W.  harcourt  :  That  depends 
on  the  number  of  days  at  our  disposal. 

MILITARY  KXPKNDITDRK  IN  INDIA. 
Sir  D.  MACPARLANE  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  Stote  for  India  on 
what  grounds  the  expenditure  dl  the  Oo* 
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to  Rx.  1,654,000,  or  an  increase  oi 
Rx.  317,000),  has  been  left  out  of  the 
Return  entitled  East  India  (Military 
Expenditure),  and  dated  India  Office, 
8th  June,  1894  ;  why  that  Return  deals 
with  gross  expenditure  instead  of  net 
expenditure,  seeing  that,  owing  to  a 
diminution  it>  Army  receipts,  net  expendi- 
ture during  the  18  years  covered  by  the 
Return  has  increased  by  nearly 
Rx.  200,000  more  than  gross  expendi- 
ture has  increased  ;  and  on  what  principle 
the  various  sums  spent  on  military  ex- 
pedition? and  classed  in  the  Return  as 
exceptional  payments  are  also  included 
under  the  ordinary  headings  of  eiFective 
Army  expenditure  in  India,  except  those 
spent  on  the  Afghan  and  Egyptian  Wars  ? 

•The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler,  Wolver- 
hampton,  E.) :  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member's  first  question,  "Military 
Expenditure  "  is  in  the  Indian  Accounts 
understood  to  mean  expenditure  on 
"  Army  Services,"  military  works  being 
classed  under  buildings  and  roads  and 
special  defence  works  forming  a  separate 
head.  In  reply  to  the  second  question, 
the  Return  deals  wiUi  gross  instead 
of  net  expenditure,  because  the  former 
figures  show  the  true  increase  of  ex- 
penditure more  clearly  than  the  latter, 
which  are  affected  by  the  casual  sales  of 
surplus  stores,  &c.  Ab  regards  the  third 
question,  the  sums  spent  on  military  ex- 
peditions are  included  in  the  Return 
under  the  head  '*  Miscellaneoue  Services," 
but  it  was  thought  that  it  would  be  con- 
venient to  the  House  to  have  a  supple- 
mentary approximate  statement  of  the 
exceptional  payments  to  enable  it  to 
appreciate  more  clearly  how  far  the 
nonnal  military  expenditure  has  in- 
creased. I  may  add  that  the  Return 
of  the  net  income  and  expenditure  of 
British  India,  dated  13th  July  last,  sup- 
plies the  information  referred  to  in  the 
first  two  questions  from  the  year  1 883-4 
onwards. 

SiK  D.  MACFARLANE:  Why  is 
not  expenditure  on  railways  to  the 
frootiers  and  fortifications  included  in 
the  Return  of  military  expenditure  in 
India  ? 

•Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLER :  Because  they 
do  not  form  part  M  the  '^  Army  Services." 


Mr.  HOWARD  (Middlesex,  Totten- 
ham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  an  in- 
quiry, held  on  the  19th  instant,  at  the 
Greenwich  Workhouse,  respecting  the 
death  of  Mary  M^Mahon,  aged  20,  wbu 
died  in  the  infirmary  from  lead  poison- 
ing, after  being  seen  by  as  many  as  10 
doctors,  at  which  it  was  stated  by  five 
other  young  women  who,  were  at  work 
in  the  same  factory  that  they  had  suf- 
fered from  the  effects  of  lead  colic,  one 
being  at  present  in  the  infirmary,  and 
that,  to  counteract  the  poison,  they  were 
in  the  habit  of  wearing  respirators  and 
overalls,  and  drank  acid  three  times  a 
day  ;  and  it  was  also  stated  by  Mr.  Seal, 
the  Government  Inspector  of  Factories, 
that  the  business  was  one  of  the  most 
deadly  in  existence ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  there  is  now  being  manufac- 
tured at  the  Possilpark  Works,  Glasgow, 
by  the  White  Lead  Company,  Limited^ 
a  pure  sulphate  of  lead,  which  is  cheaper 
than  the  carbonate,  and  quite  as  efiicient 
as  a  pigment,  and  non-poisonous  both  to 
those  who  manufacture  and  those  who 
use  it ;  and  whether,  under  these  circum- 
stances, he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  making  the  rules  in  force  in  manu- 
factories of  carbonate  of  lead  more 
stringent  ? 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  :  At  the  same 
time,  I  will  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  an  inquiry  at  the  Greenwich  Work- 
house, on  the  19th  instant,  respecting  the 
death  of  a  young  woman  named  Marj 
M^Mahon,  who  died  in  the  infirmary  ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  it  was  stated  at 
the  inquiry  that  the  young  woman  was 
employed  at  Messrs.  Pontifex  and  Woods 
factory  at  Millwall,  but  left  in  bad  health 
after  a  short  time,  and  that  the  doctor 
stated  that  the  girl  died  from  the  effects 
of  lead  poisoning  ;  and  what  steps,  if 
any,  are  being  taken  by  the  Government 
to  supervise  the  employment  of  women 
and  girls  in  dangerous  or  unhealthy  oecu- 
pations  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  The  first  paragraph 
of  the  hon.  Member^s  question  states 
accurately  the  facts  given  at  the  inquest, 
but  it  should  be  added  that  it  was  so 
long  ago  as  December,  1892,  that  the 
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girl  had  to  leave  the  factorj,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  infirmary  sufferiDg  from 
the  effects  of  lead  poisoning  ;  also  that 
she  had  consamptive  tendencies  before 
she  took  employment  in  this  factory. 
As  regards  the  second  paragraph,  I  am 
aware  that  sulphate  of  lead  is  cheaper 
and  less  dangerous  than  carbonate  of 
lead  ;  but  the  Committee  which  recently 
reported  on  the  lead  industries  state  that 
they  *•  are  compelled  to  admit  the  supe- 
riority of  the  carbonate  as  a  pigment, 
both  in  colour  and  in  covering  power." 
On  the  Report  of  that  Committee  special 
Rules  for  the  regulation  of  whitelead 
works  were  framed  and  put  in  force,  and 
they  are  now  strictly  enforced  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Factory  Inspectors. 
These  Rules  have,  howeveri  been  in  force 
for  only  a  few  months,  while  the  lead- 
poisoning  in  this  case  occurred  more 
than  18  months  ago,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  hope  that  they  will  prove 
effective.  I  may  add  that  the  employ- 
ment of  women  in  this  factory  is  being 
gradually  discontinued,  and  that  the 
numbers  have  been  reduced  from  50  to  17. 

Mb.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea)  : 
Arising  out  of  that,  may  I  ask  whether, 
considering  the  extraordinary  suscepti- 
bility of  girls  and  women  to  complaints 
arising  out  of  this  occupation,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  considered  the  ad- 
visability of  carrying  out  the  recom- 
mendations of  some  of  his  Inspectors  and 
medical  experts,  and  excluding  girls  and 
women  from  this  particular  employment  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  Yes,  Sir,  but  I 
have  not  statutory  power  to  do  so  ;  and  I 
shall  not  have  till  the  Factory  Bill  now 
before  the  House  is  passed. 


difficulty  at  any  time  be  removed,  the 
question  of  providhig  the  wire  will  again 
be  considered. 

LABOURERS'  COTTAGES   IN  THE   DUN- 
8HATJOLIN  UNION. 
Mr.  HATDEN  (Roscommon,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is 
cause  of  the  delay  in  carrying  out 
scheme  under  the  Labourers*  Act  in 
Dunshaughlin  Union  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  On  the  19th  of 
June,  when  replying  to  a  question  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Dublin  on  the 
same  subject,  I  stated  that  the  Pro- 
visional Order  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  authorising  the  erection  of  5o 
cottages  in  this  Union  would  be  issued  as 
soon  as  certain  necessary  documents, 
which  had  been  called  for,  were  supplied 
by  the  Guardians.  These  documents 
were  not  received  until  the  6th  instant, 
and  on  the  following  day  the  Provisional 
Order  was  made. 


COAST      COMMUNICATION      BETWEEN 
START    BAY    AND    DARTMOUTH. 

Mr.  MILDMAY  (Devon,  Totnes)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether,  with  a  view  to  completing  the 
coast  communication  between  Start  Bay 
and  Dartmouth  (the  nearest  port  for  tug- 
power  and  lifeboat  service),  he  has  any 
intention  of  continuing  the  telegraph 
wire  from  Torcross  to  Strete  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  It  is  part  of  the 
scheme  of  coast  communication  that  a 
telephone  wire  should  be  constructed 
between  the  Coastguard  Stations  at 
Dartmouth  and  Torcross  ;  but  it  cannot, 
be  carried  out  because  of  the  refusal  of 
wayleave  on  Slapton  Sands.  Should  this 
Mr.  Asquith 


SCHOOL  TEACHERS'  PENSIONS  IN 
IRELAND. 

Mb.  HAYDEN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  (1)  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  case  of  Mr.  P.  Murren, 
late  National  teacher,  Fairymount, 
County  Roscommon,  who  had  completed 
(within  three  months)  40  years^  service 
under  the  Board  of  National  Education, 
which  would  have  entitled  him  to  the 
full  retiring  pension  of  £46  ;  (2)  whe- 
ther the  reason  the  full  pension  could  not 
be  granted  was  because  of  the  existence 
of  a  rule  requiring  that  the  term  of  ser- 
vice for  pension  can  only  count  from  the 
time  the  teacher  has  attained  the  age  of 
21  years  ;  (3)  whether  he  is  aware  that 
iin  additional  three  mouths^  service  would 
have  entitled  him  to  an  allowance  of  £32 
instead  of  £29,  which  he  is  now  receiv- 
ing ;  and  that  Murren  has  always  denied 
the  truth  of  the  charges  brought  against 
him,  and  in  consequence  of  which  he  was 
compelled  to  resign  ;  (4)  andT  whether 
the  Board  of  Education  will  be  asked  to 
reconsider  the  matter  with  the  view,  in 
consideration  of  the  very  long  services 
rendered,  of  having  the  pension  in- 
creased ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY 

that  the   service  of 


(I)  lam  informed 
Mr.    Murren  as   a 
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National  school  teacher  amounted  to  38 
years  and  eight  months,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  statement  that  he  had  com- 
pleted within  three  months  of  40  years 
service  is  incorrect.  Moreover,  he  would 
not  have  been  entitled  to  a  pension  of 
£46  per  annum  unless  he  had  completed 
40  years*  service  after  the  age  of  21 
years.  (2)  One  of  the  rules  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Teachers*  Pension 
Fund,  made  pursuant  to  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, expressly  states  that  service  shall 
not  count  if  given  by  a  male  teacher 
before  the  age  of  21  years.  (3)  As  two 
years  and  11  months  of  Mr.  Murren's 
service  was  given  before  that  age,  it 
could  uot  be  taken  into  account  when 
calculating  the  amount  of  his  pension. 
His  pensionable  service  was  35  com- 
pleted years,  and  tiie  pension  for  that 
service  is  £29  per  annum.  (4)  Had  he 
been  allowed  to  serve  for  three  months 
longer  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  a 
pension  of  £32  per  annum.  His  case, 
however,  was  carefully  considered  by  the 
National  Board,  and  they  were  unable, 
having  regard  to  his  unsatisfactory 
record,  to  permit  him  to  continue  longer 
in  the  service.  The  Commissioners  have 
no  power  under  the  Rules  to  allow  him  an 
extension  of  his  service. 

^ALCOMBK  FERRY. 

Mk.  MILDMAY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  the  ferry- 
man at  Salcombe  is  compelled  to  carry 
postmen  and  mails  across  the  ferry  be- 
tween Salcombe  and  Porilemouth  toll 
free ;  whether  there  is  any  assignable 
limit  to  the  exaction  of  such  services  ; 
whether  payment  was  formerly  made  for 
the  services  rendered  to  the  Post  Office 
by  the  ferryman  ;  and  whether  it  is  com- 
petent to  the  Postmaster  General  to 
allow  to  the  ferryman  adequate  remunera- 
tion for  his  services  at  the  present  time  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  All  ferrymen  are 
bound  without  demanding  toll  to  carry 
across  ferries  persons  employed  in  con- 
veying post  letters  and  telegrams.  The 
enactment  on  the  subject  is  contained  in 
Section  9  of  the  Post  Office  (Offences) 
Act,  1837,  1  Vict.,  c.  36.  This  section 
only  gives  effect  to  the  general  law 
which  exempts  the  Crown  from  payment 
of  tolls.  Toll  was  some  years  ago  paid 
under  a  misapprehension  for  the  passage 
of  a  postman  across  the  Salcombe  and 
Portlemouth  Ferry,  but  the  ferry   has 


been  used  free  of  toll  for  the  last  five 
years.  I  am  advised  that  the  law,  as  it 
stands,  does  not  justify  me  in  paying 
tolls  for  the  use  of  ferries,  but  I  have  in 
some  cases  made  a  payment  for  excep- 
tional services  rendered  by  ferrymen. 
No  such  exceptional  services  are  ren- 
dered in  this  case. 

INDUN  PUBLIC  SBRVICB  COMMISSION. 
Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN  (Banff- 
shire)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  the  Correspond- 
ence dealing  with  the  recommendations 
of  tbe  Indian  Public  Service  Commission 
of  1886,  regarding  the  special,  depart- 
ments of  the  Indian  administration  re- 
ferred to  by  Lord  Cross  in  the  last  para- 
graph (37)  of  his  Despatch,  No.  Public 
104,  dated  London,  12th  September, 
1 889,  is  yet  complete  ;  and  whether  this 
Correspondence  with  the  Orders  (if  any) 
passed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  con- 
nection therewith  will  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  ? 

•Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  :  Tbe  correspon- 
dence is  not  yet  complete.  As  I  informed 
my  hon.  Friend  on  the  loth  of  March 
last,  there  will  be  no  objection  to  laying 
it  on  the  Table  of  the  House  when  it  is 
complete,  if  he  will  move  for  it. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  KINB  IN  INDIA. 
Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN  :  I  beg  to 
asjk  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  can  now  state  what  answer 
has  been  given  by  the  Government  of 
India  to  the  Behar  planters'  Memorial, 
dated  28th  January  last,  on  the  subject 
of  the  slaughter  of  kiue  ;  and  whether 
Mr.  Roger's  scheme  in  this  connection 
has  come  before  the  Government  of 
India,  and  what  is  their  opinion  upon  it? 
•Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  :  I  have  not 
as  yet  received  from  the  Government  of 
India  a  reply  to  my  Despatch  of  the  31st 
of  May  last,  in  which  I  asked  what  reply 
had  been  returned  to  the  Memorial  of  the 
Behar  Indigo  Planters'  Association,  and 
also  whether  Mr.  Roger's  scheme  has 
been  under  their  consideration,  and,  if  so, 
what  opinion  they  had  formed  with  re- 
gard to  it. 

THE  BIRR  MILITARY  CASE. 
Mr.   MOLLOY   (King's  Co.,  Birr)  : 
I   beg  to  ask   the  Chief   Secretary   for 
Ireland  what  has  been  the  result  of  the 
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inquirj  into  the  Birr  militarj  case,  and 
what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  ? 

Mr.  J.  MOBLEY  :  This  case  has 
received  investigation,  and  directions 
liave  heen  issued  for  further  proceedings 
against  the  gentlemen  concerned. 

CHINA  AND  JAPAN. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  can  give  the 
Government  anj  information  abont  the 
present  relations  between  China  and 
•>.     Japan  ? 

^  •The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Sir  E.  Grey,  Northumberland,  Ber- 
wick) :  A  Convention  between  China  and 
Japan  dated  April  18,  1885,  recognised 
that  in  cas^  of  any  distiirlmnce  of  a  grave 
nature  occurring  in  Corea,  the  two 
Powers  shall  be  at  liberty  to  send  troops 
thither  for  the  restoration  of  order.  A 
rebellion  having  recently  broken  out  in 
that  country,  both  Powers  sent  troops  to 
repress  it,  and  the  relations  between 
them  having  subsequently  become  cri- 
tical. Her  Majesty^s  Government,  on  the 
19th  instant,  telegraphed  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Resident  Representatives  at  Ber- 
lin, St.  Petersburg,  Paris,  and  Rome,  to 
invite  the  Governments  to  which  they 
were  accredited  to  send  instructions  to 
Resident  Representatives  at  Peking  and 
Tokio  to  co-operate  with  Her  Majesty's 
Resident  Representatives  at  those  places 
in  their  endeavours  to  avert  a  war.  These 
Governments  have  now  sent  instructions 
to  their  Resident  Representatives  accord- 
ingly. We  have  no  information  as  to 
hostilities  having  taken  place  between 
Japan  and  China,  though  it  has  been 
reported  that  shots  were  exchanged  a 
short  time  ago  between  the  Japanese 
troops  and  some  Corean  guards. 

MO  TIO  N. 


HOUSING  OF   THE    WORKING    CLASSES 

(BORROWING  POWERS)  BILL. 

MOTION   FOR   LEAVE. 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  explain  the 
provisions  of  Part  II.  of  The  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  with  re- 
spect to  powers  of  borrowing.  He  said 
he  did  not  think    it  was  a  contentious 


measure,  hot  if  it  turned  out  to  be  oon- 
tious  he  would  not  go  on  with  it. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

''That  leave  be  f^Yen  to  bring  in  a  BiU  to 

explain  th^  provisions  of  Part  II.  of  The  Hoasing^ 

of  the  Working  Claasfls  Act,  189U,  with  respect 

to  powers  of  borrowing." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  bj  Mr. 
Shaw-Lefevre  and  Sir  Walter  Foster. 

Bill   presented,   and    read    first   time. 
[Bill  33a] 

ORDERS     OF    THE    DAW 


Mr.  Mollay 


KVICTED    TKNANTS    (IKELAND) 

ARBITRATION  BILL.— (No.  176.) 

COMMITTKE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

•Mr.  speaker  :  The  Instruction 
which  stands  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Mid  Armagh 
(Mr.  Barton)  for  the  division  of  the  Bill 
into  two  is  not  in  Order  ft>r  the  reasons  I 
propose  to  give  to  the  House.  Jt  is 
quite  true  that  an  Instruction  is  neces- 
sary before  a  Bill  can  be  divided  into 
two  or  more  parts,  but  of  course  the 
question  whether  such  an  Instruction 
can  1)0  moved  depends  U|  on  tbe  nature 
of  the  Bill  and  whether  the  Instruction 
can  properly  perform  the  operation  or  not. 
I  have  looked  through  all  fhe  precedents 
of  Bills  which  have  been  divided  by  In- 
structions into  two  or  more  parts,  and  I 
find  that  they  have  all  been  Bills  which 
naturally  lent  themselves  to  division.  It 
will  be  found  that  there  is  no  natnral 
line  of  division  in  this  Bill,  and  that  a 
division  of  the  Bill  with  the  object  of  omit- 
ting a  particularclause  would  be  applicable 
to  other  Bills  from  which  any  Member 
wished  to  omit  a  particular  clause.  More 
than  that,  what  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman seeks  to  obtain  could  be  done  in 
Committee  by  the  omission  of  Clause  3. 
The  framework  of  the  whole  Bill  applies 
both  to  cases  of  holdings  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  landlords  and  to  cases  of 
holdings  in  the  occupation  of  the  new 
tenant,  and,  therefore,  if  I  were  to  admit 
this  Instruction,  the  framework  of  the 
Bill  would  have  to  be  totally  re-con- 
structed for  the  purpose  of  making  it 
apply  only  to  that  part  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  wishes  alone  to 
pass.     The  hon.  Member  will  not  be  at 
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»1I  iqjured  by  the  course  I  am  taking; 
but,  on  groundfl  oif  Order  alone,  it  is  quite 
sufficient  to  say  that  the  Instruction  is 
out  of  Order,  and  cannot  be  moved. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

The  chairman  :  The  first  Amend- 
ment, standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Preston  ^Mr,  Hanbury),  is 
out  of  Order. 

Mb.  hanbury  (Preston):  My 
first  Amendment,  Sir,  is  to  leave  out 
"  tenancy,*^  and  insert  "  tenant." 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  second 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  must 
be  taken  in  connection  with  the  first; 
otherivise,  the  Amendment  would  not 
read.    The  Amendment  is  out  of  Order. 

Me.  hanbury  said  tha^  if  he 
might  respectfully  say  so,  he  thought 
the  Chairman  had  misunderstood  the 
Amendment.  To  put  himself  straight, 
however,  he  would  alter  the  Amendment. 
He  would  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
*^  tenancy  of,"  and  to  insert ''  the  tenant 
has  been  evicted  from  the  holding." 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  think  that  will 
be  in  Order. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.), 
rising  to  Order,  pointed  out  that  if  the 
Amendment  were  moved  in  the  form 
proposed  it  would  not  make  sense. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  understand 
that  the  hon.  Member  proposes  to  bring 
up  consequential  words. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said,  that  was  his 
intention.  The  hon.  and  learned  Mem* 
ber  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  must  know  that 
this  was  the  usual  course  of  procedure  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  He  had  put 
down  the  Amendment  for  two  reasons. 
The  first  was  that  he  did  not  know  that 
any  definition  had  yet  been  given  as  to 
what  was  a  determination  of  a  tenancy 
in  Ireland.  It  was  absolutely  pecessary 
that  no  vague  words  should  be  left  in  the 
Bill.  He  had  been  entirely  unable  to 
understand  the  words  of  the  clause.  In 
England  people  knew  what  a  determina- 
tion of  a  tenancy  was,  because  in  England 
when  a  man's  notice  had  expired  he  left 
the  farm,  and  there  the  matter  ended.  In 
Ireh&nd,  however,  things  were  entirely 
different.  The  laws  dealing  with  land 
in  Ireland  were  so  complicated,  confused, 
And  innumerable,  that  it  was  difficult  to 
find  out  what  the  exact  meaning  of  the 


words  **  determination  of  the  tenancy  " 
was.  As  there  were  no  Irish  Law 
Officers  in  the  House,  he  would  ask  the 
Solicitor  General  (Mr.  R.  T.Reid)  whe- 
ther in  his  opinion  a  tenancy  was  deter- 
mined when  a  tenant  was  evicted,  or 
whether  it  was  not  determined  until  the 
six  months  had  expired  during  which  it 
was  possible  for  him  to  obtain  reinstate- 
ment  ?  The  claims  put  forward  on  behalf 
of  the  tenants  showed  that  in  the  opinion 
of  those  who  made  them  these  tenancies 
had  been  determined. 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy,  rising  to  Order, 
asked  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  must 
not  show  some  difference  between  the 
words  in  the  Bill  and  those  he  was  pro- 
posing to  substitute  for  them  instead  o^ 
merely  saying  that  he  did  not  understand 
the  Bill  ? 

The  chairman  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  in  Order. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said,  the  difference 
between  his  Amendment  and  the  words 
of  the  Bill  was  that  one  spoke  of  the 
determination  of  the  tenancy,  and  the 
other  referred  to  the  eviction  of  the 
tenant.  Everybody  knew  exactly  when 
the  eviction  took  place,  but  everybody 
did  not  know  when  the  tenancy  was 
determined.  The  Nationalist  Members 
for  Ireland  themselves,  by  the  language 
they  used  with  regard  to  evicted  tenants, 
showed  that  they  did  not  consider  that 
the  tenants^  rights  had  been  determined 
by  the  eviction.  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  in  his  speech  on  the  First 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  raised  the  point  that 
the  Irish  tenant  ought  to  be  called  not  a 
tenant,  but  a  partner.  The  question  was 
whether  the  so-called  partnership  with 
the  landlord  had  been  determined.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  in  a 
speech  made  on  the  3rd  of  January, 
1887,  showed  that  at  any  rate,  in  his 
opinion,  the  claims  of  the  Irish  tenants 
who  had  been  evicted  had  not  been  put 
an  end  to  by  the  eviction.  The  hon. 
Member  said — 

'^  The  soil  of  Ireland  was  the  property  of  the 
children  of  Ireland,  and  not  the  property  of  the 
contemptible,  rack-renting,  intolerant  ascen- 
dency landlords." 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Really  this  is 
not  in  Order. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said,  of  course,  if  it 
was  not  in  Order  he  would  not  dwell 
further  on  that  point,  but  his  object  in 
quoting  the  passage  was  to  show  that  in 
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Amendmedt  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
5,  to  leave  out  the  word  •*  tenancy,"  in 
order  to  insert  the  word  "tenant." — 
(Mr.  Hanbury,) 

Question  proposed,  ^*  That  the  word 
^  tenancy  ^  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
R.  T.  Retd,  Dumfries,  &e.)  said,  that 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  wanted  to  say 
was  that,  instead  of  dealing  with  tenancieft 
that  had  heen  determined  in  the  language 
of  the  first  clause,  they  should  practically 
state  that  they  were  dealing  with 
tenancies  in  respect  to  which  there  had 
been  eviction.  The  hon.  Member  asked 
what  was  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  de- 
termined *'  as  it  appeared  in  the  clause. 
The  first  thing  he  had  to  say  about  the 
word  •*  determined  "  was  this  :  This  and 
other  words  which  had  been  subjected  to 
criticism  were  taken  verbatim  from  the 
13th  clause  of  the  Act  of  1891,  which 
was  passed  by  the  general  acclamation  of 
the  House.  Section  13  of  the  Act  of 
1891  did  differ  from  this  in  the  sense  that 
it  was  permissive  and  not  compulsory. 
It  defined  certain  circumstances  under 
which  it  became  operative,  the  word» 
being  as  follows  : — 

"  Where  the  tenancy  of  a  holding  has  been 
determined  since  the  Ist  May,  1879,  and  the 
former  landlord  or  his  sncoessor  in  title  is  in 
occupation  of  the  holding," 

it  should  be  lawful  to  make  the  arrange- 
ments there  provided.  Whether  it  was 
permissive  or  compulsory  in  its  form 
the  circumstances  to  which  the 
clause  applied  were  really  oommou 
to  both.  They  both  wished  to 
deal  substantially  with  the  same  class  of 
cases ;  they  differed  as  to  the  method, 
inasmuch  as  the  present  Government 
said  it  should  be  a  compulsory  process^ 
and  the  late  Government  said  it  should 
be  permissive.  The  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  if  the  word  "evicted"  or  "eviction" 
was  put  in,  or  some  words  to  the  same 
effect,  all  the  cases  with  which  it  waa 
intended  to  deal  would  be  covered.  That 
did  not  necessarily  follow.  Suppose,  for 
example,  that  the  landlord  were  to  obtain 
a  judgment  for  £100  against  a  tenant  for 
rent,  and  were  then  to  sell  by  H.fa^y  and 
somebody  else  purchased  the  tenant's 
Interest,  that  would  not  be  an  eviction  ; 
and  yet  this  was  a  case  in  which  they 
would  desire  to  grant  relief.  The  use  of 
the  word  "  eviction  "  would  not  be  satis- 


the  opinion   of  the  Irish  Members  the 
tenancy    of    the    evicted    tenants    was 
not    determined,    but   that    the    tenant 
had     still     a   right   to    the    land.     He 
would   go  to  another  point,  which  was 
this  :  The  whole  object  of  the  Bill  was 
not  to  deal  with  tenancies  which    had 
been  determined  in  any  way  whatever, 
but    simply    tenancies    determined     bv 
eviction.     That  was  clear  from  the  Bill 
itself,  which  purported  to  be  a  Bill  to 
facilitate    and   make   provision   for   the 
restoration  of  evicted  tenants  in  Ireland. 
That  being  so,  why  could  the  Govern- 
ment not  say  so  plainly  and  in  the  first 
line  ?      Instead  of  introducing  the  ex- 
pression   as    to     the    determination    of 
tenancies,  and  which  would  include  cases 
where  there  had  been  no  eviction,  the 
Crovemment  ought  to  limit  it  to  what  was 
the  object  of  the  Bill — namely,  to  the 
determination  of  tenancies  by  eviction. 
If  the   right   hon.   Gentleman   did   not 
mean  to  extend  the  scope  of  the  Bill  by 
making   it  apply  to  all    tenancies — not 
only  those  determined  by  eviction,  but 
determined   in   any   way   whatever — he 
ought  to  accept  the  Amendment.    In  the 
three  cases  mentioned  specially  in  Sub- 
section 2,  two  of  them  had  no  reference 
necessarily  to  eviction  at  all,  and  there 
was  only  one  which  had  such  reference. 
It  appeared   to   him,   therefore,  it  was 
quite  clear  that  unless  the  words  he  pro- 
posed were  inserted   it  would  be  possible 
for  the  arbitrators  not  only  to  deal  with 
tenancies   determined    by   eviction,   but 
with  tenancies  determined  in  any  way 
whatever.     He  only  desired  to  bring  the 
Bill  into  accord  with  what  purported  to 
be  its  object,  and  he  did  not  think  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  could   have  any 
objection  to  definitely  defining  the  matter, 
s<>   that   it  should    he   known   that   the 
tenancies  dealt  with  were  those  deter- 
mined by  eviction.     He  begged  to  move 
his  Amendment. 

The  chairman  asked  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  bring  up  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  HANBURY  proceeded  to  the 
Table  for  this  purpose  ? 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  wish  to 
know.  Sir,  whether  the  hon.  Member 
should  not  bring  up  his  Amendment,  and 
not  point  it  out  to  you  ? 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order  I 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  This  is  not  a 
school. 

Mr.  Hanbury 


Digitized  by  V^OOQ  VC 


108d  Evkteri  TenanU         {2&  Jvuv  1894}  (Ireland)  AnhHratMnBilL  10S4 


factory,  and  he  thought  that  the  best 
course  was  to  adhere  to  tbe  wording  of 
the  13th  section  of  the  Act  of  1891.  In 
tbisy  as  in  other  cases,  they  must  neeessarily 
rely  upon  the  judgment  and  discretion  of 
the  arbitrators  in  dealing  with  the  matter, 
and  the  Bill  showed  whiEtt  circumstances 
the  arbitrators  would  have  to  consider  in 
coming  to  a  decision  as  to  whether  the 
case  was  one  for  reinstatement.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  Government 
preferred  the  language  used  in  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  W.  KENNY  (Dublin,  St. 
Stephen's  Green)  said,  that  the  Solicitor 
General  had  referred  to  the  13  th  section 
of  the  Act  of  1891  as  justifying  the 
language  used  in  the  Bill.  The  language 
of  the  Act  of  1891  was,  however,  per- 
fectly permissive,  and  left  it  open  to  the 
landlord  to  select  what  class  of  tenants 
were  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  Idth  clause 
of  the  Act.  The  Solicitor  General  said 
that  the  circumstances  would  be  the  same 
under  that  clause  and  the  clause  they 
were  now  discussing.  Possibly  that 
might  be  so ;  but  the  Solicitor  General 
had  not  told  them  what  were  the  par* 
ticular  circumstances  which  would  justify 
a  tenant  in  coming  in  under  the  particular 
clause  now  l)eing  discussed.  The  Soli- 
citor General  referred  to  the  case  of^./a. 
against  the  tenant.  Take  the  case  in 
which  judgment  had  been  recovered  for 
rent  against  the  tenant,  a  Ji,  fa.  was 
issued  upon  it  directed  to  the  Sheriff, 
who  accordingly  sold.  The  Sheriff 
might  sell  to  either  of  two  persons.  If 
he  sold  to  an  outsider,  the  Solicitor 
General  was  perfectly  right,  and  the 
tenancy  was  not  determined.  But  the 
Sheriff  might  sell  to  the  landlord,  and  the 
landlord  might  then  go  into  possession,  or 
try  to  do  so.  The  tenant  might  resist, 
and  might  have  to  be  evicted  in  a  wholly 
different  way — nanr.ely,  as  a  trespasser 
and  not  as  a  tenant.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Bill  was  intended  to  apply 
to  this  class  of  cases  ?  They  had  already 
had  a  definition  of  what  the  meaning  of 
the  word  "  determined  "  was.  If  the 
Solicitor  General  would  refer  to  Section 
20  <^  the  Act  of  1881  he  would  find  that 
the  tenancy  to  which  the  Act  applied  was 
to  be  deemed  to  have  determined  whenever 
the  landlord  should  ha v^  resumed  posses- 
sion, either  on  the  occasion  of  the  purchase 


by  hftm  of  the  tenancy,  or  in  default  of  the 
tenant,  or  by  the  operation  of  the  law,  and 
80  on.  He  desired  to  be  informed  whether 
the  present  Bill  was  intended  to  apply  to 
tenants  who  had  been  evicted  otherwise 
than  for  nou-pavment  of  rent.  The  title 
of  the  Bill  was  ''A  Bill  to  Facilitate  and 
Make  Provision  for  the  Restoration  of 
Evicted  Tenants  to  their  Holdings  in  Ire- 
land.'* In  the  case  of  a  purchase  by 
the  landlord  under  fi.fa,^  and  when  the 
landlord  had  to  evict  the  individual  who 
was  the  occupier  afterwards,  he  did  not 
evict  the  tenant,  but  a  person  who  was  iu 
the  position  of  apurchaser.  The  Appendix 
to  the  Report  of  the  Mathew  Commission 
showed  what  class  of  tenants  were  con- 
templated by  that  Report.  It  showed 
clearly  that  the  person  contemplated  by 
the  Mathew  Commission  was  a  tenant 
evicted  for  non-payment  of  rent.  A 
number  of  evictions  had  taken  place 
against  tenants  who  were  actually  in  the 
position  of  purchasers.  The  landlord  had 
bought  under  ^.yb.,  the  Sheriff  had  con- 
veyed the  holding  to  the  landlord, 
and  the  tenant  had  absolutely  gone 
out.  The  landlord  had  brought  an 
ejectment  against  the  tenant,  but 
that  was  a  different  class  of  eviction  to 
that  consequent  on  a  judgment  for  non- 
payment of  rent ;  and  what  they  wanted 
to  know  was,  would  the  Bill  apply  to  the 
case  in  which  the  landlord  had  bought  or 
gone  into  possession,  or  the  case  in  which 
the  tenant  had  volnntailly  surrendered 
his  holding  to  the  landlord  ?  because  that 
would  also  be  a  determination  of  the 
tenancy  under  the  20th  section  of  the 
Act  of  1881.  He  would, ask  were  there 
any  other  cases  to  which  the  word 
"  determined  "  would  apply  ? 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  rose  to  Order. 
Was  it  in  Order  for  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  on  this  Amendment  to  dis- 
cuss his  own  Amendment,  which  was 
down  later  on  the  Paper  in  the  following 
terms : — 

Clause  1,  pftge  1.  line  6,  after  "  determined," 
insert  **  by  eviction  consequent  on  a  jadgment  or 
decree  for  possession  on  account  of  non-pay- 
ment of  rent." 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  is  qnite  in  Order. 

Mr.  W.  KENNY  said,  he  was  per- 
fectly  prepared  to  move  his  own  Amend- 
ment when  it  was  reached.  The  title  of 
the.  Bill  showed  the  tenants  alone  in 
favour  of  whom  this  first  section  was  in« 
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tended,  and  onoe  tbej  got  the  case  of  an 
eviotion  against  a  trespasser,  whioh  was 
not  an  eviction  of  a  tenant,  tbej  would 
draw  the  net  of  the  first  section  so  as  to 
inolnde  not  only  tenants  evicted  for  non* 
payment  of  rent  hot  the  former  occupier 
as  well,  whose  holding  the  landlord 
might  have  bought  and  given  a  considera* 
tion  for,  and  former  tenants  who  had 
surrendered  to  the  landlord.  It  was  clear 
that  unless  some  Amendment  of  this 
character  were  inserted  the  Bill  would 
involve  a  number  of  other  cases  beyond 
those  to  which  it  was  directed. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Dublin  University) 
said,  he  considered  that  the  points  put  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the 
Stepl)en*8  Green  Division  required 
an  answer.  It  was  most  essential  that 
at  the  very  outset  of  the  Committee  stage 
they  should  know  what  class  of  tenants 
they  were  going  to  deal  with  in  Ireland 
and  what  cases  of  evictions.  The 
Solicitor  General  had  made  the  startling 
statement  that  the  word  **  determined," 
instead  of  the  expression  "evicted  for 
non-payment  of  rent,'*  bad  been  used  so 
as  to  include  something  else  besides  evic- 
tions for  non-payment  of  rent,  and  he 
gave  the  Committee  a  most  extraordinary 
case  in  which  this  compulsory  power  was 
to  be  exercised — namely,  that  where  the 
interest  of  a  tenant  had  been  purchased  in 
open  market  by  another  person,  not- 
withstanding such  purchase,  the  former 
tenant  was  to  go  l)ack  as  if  his  interest 
was  still  in  existence. 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  observed,  that  what 
he  had  said  was  that  there  might  be  a 
case  of  sale^.  /a.  in  which  it  would  be 
desirable  the  arbitrators  should  have  the 
power  given  under  this  Bill.  A  case 
might  occur,  for  instance,  in  which  the 
tenant's  interest  was  put  up  by  the  Sheriff 
and  purchased  by  the  landlord  for  half-a- 
crown. 

Mr.  CARSON  wanted  to  know  whe- 
ther the  Bill  as  it  stood  enabled  the 
arbitrators  to  put  back  into  his  holding  a 
tenant  the  interest  of  whose  holding 
was  sold  in  the  public  market  ?  Did  it 
or  did  it  not  ?  Surely  they  had  a  right 
to  know  that. 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  :  I  gave  an  illustra- 
tion  in  which  I  thought  that  miglit  l)e 
done  which  ought  to  be  done. 

Mr.  CARSON  asked  the  Solicitor 
General  to  indicate  what  was  to  be  the 
limit  of    the  amount  of    the   purchase 

Mr.  fV.  Kenny 


money  up  to  which  this  power  was  to  be 
exercisable,  and  contended  that  it  would 
be  extremely  difficult  to  lay  down  such  a 
limit.  The  determination  of  a  tenancy  in 
the  20th  section  of  the  Act  of  1881 
covered  cases  of  purchase,  and  also  those 
in  which  the  tenant  bad  voluntarily 
surrendered,  or  where  the  tenancy  had 
been  determined  by  the  operation  of  the 
law.  Was  the  Bilfto  apply  to  such  cases? 
If  so,  it  would  inflict  serious  injustice. 
Again,  the  Land  Act  of  1881  allowed  a 
fair  rent  to  be  fixed  subject  to  statutory 
conditions.  If  the  tenant  broke  one  of 
the  statutory  conditions,  the  landlord  had 
a  right  to  turn  him  out  and  d<'termine  the 
tenancy.  He  should  like  to  know  if  that 
case  would  come  within  the  Bill  and  the 
tenant  be  put  back?  It  would  be  an 
extraordinary  thing  if  breaches  of  the 
statutory  conditions  of  the  Act  of  1881 
were  to  be  forgiven  by  Parliament,  and 
the  tenants  who  had  committed  these 
breaches  were  to  be  reinstated  in  their 
holdings.  He  pointed  out  that  the  1 3th 
section  of  the  Act  of  1891  was  permis- 
sive, whilst  this  section  was  compulsory, 
and  so  long  as  they  retained  the  words 
"  determination  of  a  tenancy,*'  and  at  the 
same  time  had  a  compulsory  section,  they 
were  raising  a  number  of  cases  which 
were  entirely  outside  the  scope  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  that  if  they 
were  to  take  the  general  discussion  on 
this  particular  Amendment  it  would 
necessarily  rule  out  all  other  Amend- 
ments on  this  particular  point.  He  sub- 
mitted that  on  this  Amendment  the  only 
thing  relevant  would  be  a  discussion  as 
to  whether  the  eviction  should  be  phy- 
sical or  within  the  meaning  of  the  law  ; 
but  the  Members  for  Dublin  University 
and  for  the  Stephen's  Green  Division 
had  proceeded  to  discuss  the  further 
qnestion  of  the  nature  and  class  of  the 
tenants,  the  latter  hon.  Member  antici- 
pating the  discussion  on  his  own  Amend- 
ment later  on.  If  they  were  to  discuss 
the  larger  branch  of  the  question  now, 
he  submitted  they  could  not  also  discuss 
it  subsequently.  As  to  the  word  "  deter- 
mined," he  would  like  to  point  out  that 
it  came  from  the  eviction-made-easy 
clause  of  the  Tory  Act  of  1887.  The 
point  of  the  objection  to  the  Government 
clause  was  that  they  had  copied  Section 
7  of  the  Tory  %A.ct  of  Parliament  of 
1887. 
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Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  (Birming^ 
ham,  W.)  thought  the  hon.  and  learned 
Memher  for  Louth  had  misapprehended 
the  object  of  this  Amendment.  What 
they  were  raiung  waa  the  question 
whether  there  was  any  difference  between 
the  ^  determination  of  a  tenancy  **•  and 
the  •*  eviction  of  a  tenant/*  and  if  it  was 
decided  that  the  former  words  were  to 
stand  it  wonld  be  perfectly  in  Order  for 
any  hon;  Member  hereafter  to  seek  to 
limit  the  causes  for  which  that  deter* 
mination  should  take  place.  The  deter- 
mination of  a  tenancy  in  the  Act  of  1887 
was  to  be  for  non-payment  of  rent,  so 
that  it  was  not  relevant  to  the  discussion 
which     they    were    now    engaged. 


m 

Surely  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  ft 
was  desirable  to  limit  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  as  far  as  possible  to  the  eases  in 
which  interrention  was  considered  to  be 
absolutely  necessary.  It  could  not  be  to 
the  interest  of  the  Government  that  the 
Bill  should  deal  with  any  cases  other 
than  those  which  gave  rise  to  the  social 
and  administrative  difficulty  against 
which  they  were  legislating,  neither  was 
it  desirable  that  the  new  tribunal  to  be 
set  up  should  be  occupied  in  the  con- 
sideration of  oases  which  the  Government 
did  not  intend  should  come  under  the 
Bill.  The  Solicitor  General  said  that 
they  must  trust  a  great  deal  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  tribunal ;  but  surely  cases 
which  were  outside  the  scope  of  the  Bill 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  go  before  that 
tribunal  merely  in  order  that  this  dis- 
cretion might  be  exercised.  Think  of 
the  loss  of  patience  on  the  part  of  the 
tribunal  called  on  through  the  laxity  of 
Parliament  to  consider  cases  which  it 
never  ought  to  have  been  called  on  to 
consider  I  Take  the  case  of  a  tenant  who 
in  the  vear  1879,  wishing  to  emigrate  to 
America,  voluntarily  went  out  and  sur- 
rendered his  tenancy.  In  that  case  the 
tenantry  was  determined  in  the  words  of 
the  clause.  Now,  did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  mean  that  the  man  could 
come  back  and  claim  to  be  reinstated  in 
bis  holding  ?  He  was  sure  he  had  only 
to  put  the  case  to  ensure  a  negative  an- 
swer. That  dearlj  could  not  be  his  in- 
tention. He  appealed  to  the  Chief  Secre* 
tary,  if  he  could  not  accept  these  words, 
to  state'  how  far  be  would  go  in  limiting 
the  cases  which  were  to  be  brought 
before  the  tribunal. 


Mr.  SEXTON  (Kerry,  N)  said,  it 
must  be  evident  in*  the  case  just  quoted 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  Chamberlain) 
that  the  tenant  who  had  surrendered  his 
tenancy  of  his  own  free  will  and  gone  to 
America,  and  then  returned  and  desired 
against  the  will  of  the  landlord  to  get 
back  into  his  holding,  would  not  be  per> 
mitted  to  do  so.  The  arbitrators  under 
the  Bill  would  clearly  hold  that  there  waA 
no  primh  facte  case  for  reinstatement. 
[^Opposition  laughter.']  Hon.  Gentlemen 
appeared  to  forget  that  the  tribunal  pro- 
posed by  this  Bill  was  to  be  an  official 
tribunal,  and  not  one  composed  of 
agitators  or  tenants.  The  laughter  the 
House  bad  just  listened  to  was  a  dis- 
respect to  the  three  eminent  gentlemen 
whom  it  was  proposed  to  appoint  as 
arbitrators.  One  of  them  was  tbe 
leader  of  the  Equity  Bar  in  Ireland  ;  the 
second  was  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in 
the  City  of  Dublin,  and  the  third  was  the 
senior  Adjudicator  in  fixing  fair  rents 
under  the  Land  Act  of  1881.  These 
gentlemen  were  surely  to  be  entrusted 
with  the  making  of  an  Order  which  would 
be  consistent  with  justice  when  the  ques- 
tion arose.  Would  it  be  seriously  con- 
tended by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  or  anyone 
else  that  if  a  tenant  voluntarily  left  his 
holding  and  went  to  America,  and  then 
returned  and  sought  to  be  reinstated,  that 
his  case  would  be  listened  to  by  these 
gentlemen  ?  It  wonld  not  receive 
serious  attention  either  from  them  or 
from  any  other  body  of  arbitrators.  He 
had  pointed  out  the  character  of  the 
tribunal,  and  the  confidence  that  ought 
to  be  reposed  in  it,  and  now  he  wonld 
ask  what  was  the  object  of  the  Bill  ? 
He  submitted  to  Members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  that  it  was  to  cover  the 
case  of  tenants,  who  since  1879,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  agrarian  struggle  which 
had  taken  place  in  Ireland,  had  lost  cheir 
stAtns  as  tenants,  and  all  their  legal  rights 
adhering  to  that  status.  This  was 
specially  so  in  the  case  of  the  present 
tenants.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to 
put  it  in  the  discretion  of  the 
arbitrators  to  restore  tenants  of  this 
description  to  the  same  position  as  if 
their  tenancies  had  never  been  deter- 
mined .  Tbe  Amendment  before  the  Com- 
mittee proposed  to  omit  the  word 
"tenancy  "  and  insert  "tenant,"  so  as  to 
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provide  that  the  cliMise  eboulil  oplj  corer 
oitaes  ''where  the  tenant  had  beea 
evicted/*  Were  they  tjo  limit  themselves 
to  cases  of  absolute  physical  eyjctiou  ? — 
and  not  being  a  lawyer  he  would  not 
presume  to  discuss  whether  certain  evic- 
tions were  physical  evictions  or  technicad 
legal  evictions.  If  they  were  to  alter 
the  clause  as  now  suggested,  only  physi- 
cal evictions  would  be  n^eant.  If  the 
words  he  had  referred  to  were  put  in  they 
would  exclude  two  large  classes  of  cases 
in  which  assistance  might  be  absolutely 
required.  The  hou.  and  learned  Member 
for  St.  Stephen's  Green  (Mr.  Kenny)  had 
made  that  clear,  for  he  spoke  of  a  case 
where  the  tenancy  might  be  determined, 
not  by  eviction,  but  by  the  fact  that  the 
landlord,  instead  of  bringing  an  action  for 
the  recovery  of  possession  of  the  land, 
brought  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  the 
rent,  obtained  judgment  against  the 
tenant,  and  proceeded  to  sell  the  tenant^s 
interest  iu  the  holding.  The  landlord 
himself  ))ought  the  interest  of  th^  tenant, 
and  the  hou.  and  learned  Gentleman  held 
that  the  eviction  of  the  tenant  consequent 
upon  that  proceeding  was  not  the  evic- 
tion of  a  tenant,  but  of  a  trespasser.  If 
that  were  so,  then  the  case  of  the  tres- 
passer should  be  provided  for  in  the  BilL 
In  the  early  years  of  the  agrarian 
struggle,  and  especially  on  the  estate  of 
Lord  Cloncurry,  although  it  was  the  case 
on  other  estates  as  well,  the  landlord,  in- 
stead of  proceeding  for  the  land,  pro- 
ceeded for  the  rent,  and  obtained  a  writ 
of^./a.,  and  sold  the  tenant's  interest  in 
the  land.  The  landlord  bought  it  for 
2s.  6d.,  or  £1,  or  £6  as  the  case  might 
be,  for  the  reason  that  on  estates  of 
this  kind  in  the  then  state  of  public  feel- 
ing in  Ireland  no  one  would  take  part  in 
the  bidding,  and  the  land  would  go  for 
any  price  that  was  offered^  The  tenant 
in  these  cases  was  deprived  of  bis  status 
as  tenant  because  he  owed  one  or  two 
years'  rent,  and  he  suffered  as  much 
as  if  he  had  been  physically  evicted. 
The  Irish  Members  could  not,  therefore, 
for  one  moment  entertain  the  idea  that 
the  Bill  was  to  be  limited  only  to  cases 
of  physical  eviction.  The  other  class  of 
cases  to  which  he  referred  was  one  with 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Eusseli)  was  very 
familiar — namely,  the  case  of  those  who 
under  the  Act  of  1887,  passed  by  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  the  Member  for 

Mr.  Sexton 


Manchester  (IJr,  A.  J-Palf^iv*)— weraaot 
physically  evicted,  but  had  been  served 
with  registered  letters  of  eviction 
through  the  post.  Upon  the  receipt  of 
that  registered  letter,  delivered  to  whom  it 
might  be  by  the  postman  or  anybody 
else,  the  tenancy  was  determined,  the 
tenant  ceased  to  be  tlie  tenant,  and  lost 
all  his  rights  and  all  he  had  in  the  world — 
his  improvements,  his  right  to  compen- 
sation foe  disturbance,  and  everything. 
He  was  turned  into  a  caretaker,  not  by 
physical  expulsion  or  eviction  such  as 
was  now  under  discussion.  The  moment 
the  tenant  became  a  caretaker  the  land- 
land  came  into  occupation  of  the  land. 
There  were  thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  such  cases  in  Ireland.  Many  of 
these  tenants  were  prevented  from  coming 
into  the  Land  .  Court  by  reason  of  that 
process,  and  it  must  be  obvious  that  if 
there  was  to  be  any  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  things  in  Ireland,  anything 
to  contribute  to  the  healing  of  the  social 
sorct  the  claims  of  these  people  must  be 
equally  within  the  sphere  of  arbitration 
as  the  claims  of  other  evicted  tenants.  He 
need  say  no  more  than  that  the  insertion 
of  the  words  ''  that  where  the  tenant  has 
been  evicted  "  would  be  fatal  to  the  whole 
Bill. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER  (Kent,  Thanet) 
said,  that  the  questions  which  had  been 
addressed  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  and  which  were  no  doubt  very 
difficult  to  re|>ly  to,  opened  up  a  very 
serious  problem.  This  Bill,  as  its  title 
showed,  was  introduced  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  deal  exclusively 
with  what  were  known  as  ^^  evicted 
tenants."  As  he  (Mr.  Lowther)  under- 
stood some  of  the  arguments  addressed 
to  the  Committee,  there  was  a  wish  on  the 
part  of  some  hon.  Members  to  very 
materially  enlarge  the  scope  of  the 
measure.  They  were  now  told  that  the 
term  '^  evicted  tenants "  did  not 
adequately  describe  those  persons  for 
w^iom  public  money  was  to  be  obtained.  It 
was  said  that  the  proper  time  for  taking 
exception  to  this  Bill  being  confined  to 
bond  fide  evicted  tenants  was  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  moved  for 
leave  to  introduce  the  Bill.  Now  the 
right  hou.  Gentleman  was,  he  (Mr. 
Lowther)  admitted,  at  some  disadvantage 
in  expounding  Irish  law,  assisted  only  by 
no  doubt  very  eminent  legal  advisers,  but 
gentlemen  who  were   Scotch  representa- 
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tives,  and  who  wonid  be  the  first  to  ad- 
mit that,  so  far  as  the  interpretation  of 
Irish  law  was  concerned,  they  were  ad  hoc 
lajmen  and  could  not  claim  to  speak  as 
experts.  If  he  (Mr.  Lowther)  were  to 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
fortified  by  the  legal  advice  he  had  re- 
ferred to^  he  would  ask  him  what  he  in- 
tended by  the  Bill  ?  Did  he  intend  it  to 
apply  solely  to  evicted  tenants,  or 
did  he  not  ?  If  he  (Mr.  Lowther)  cor- 
rectly interpreted  the  words  of  the  clause, 
any  person  who  happened  at  any  period 
of  time  since  1879  to  occupy  a  holding 
in  Ireland  and  to  have  been  evicted  on 
any  grounds  whatsoever,  or  to  have  given 
up  a  farm  as  a  voluntary  act,  receiving 
hard  cash  for  doing  so,  would  under  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Bill  be  able  to  come — 
although  he  ha4  never  been  evicted  in 
the  whole  course  of  his  life — and  ask  for 
a  share  of  this  public  plunder  which  was 
being  distributed  among  certain  of  these 
excellent  classes  in  Ireland.  Did  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mean  that?  He 
(Mr.  Lowther)  was  not  going  to  touch 
on  the  morality  of  the  Bill.  This  was 
not  the  part  of  the  measure  upon  which 
that  question  properly  arose.  He  was 
not  laying  down  that  those  who  had 
been  evicted  had  any  more  claim  (if  so 
great  a  claim)  to  public  money  as  those 
who  had  voluntarily  given  up  their  hold- 
ings for  causes  which  commended  them- 
selves to  their  judgment.  If  he  were  to 
discriminate  he  should  say  that  those 
who  had  given  up  their  holdings  accord- 
ing to  due  process  of  law,  and  had  not 
associated  themselves  with  criminal  con- 
spiracies, had  a  far  greater  claim  to  a 
share  of  the  public  fund  than  those  who 
had  been  connected  with  such  dis- 
creditable and  illegal  transactions 
as  those  which  had  specially,  appa- 
rently, enlisted  the  sympathies  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland.  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  clearly  ex- 
plain to  the  House  what  he  meant  by  his 
Bill — ^whether  or  not  he  intended  to 
shower  this  public  money  recklessly  on 
every  person  who  chose  to  apply  for  it  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  asked  him  whether  he 
intended  to  confine  the  Bill  within  the 
«eope  of  the  measure  the  House  gave  him 
leave  to  introduce.  But  the  Bill  had 
been  read  a  second  time,  and  theV  must 
start  from  that  point.    The  principle  of 


the  Bill  was  to  appoint  a  tribunal  to 
which  certain  cases  of  dispute  could  be 
referred.  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  used  the  very  expres- 
sion that  he  himself  would  have  used  to 
have  expressed  these  special  cases  when 
he  said  that  the  cases  that  should  be 
brought  under  the  Bill  were  those  ^*  that 
gave  rise  to  social  administrative  difficul- 
ties.'* That  was  perfectly  true  ;  and  in 
order  to  carry  out  that  policy  it  was 
necessary  that  the  words  adopted  in  the 
Bill  should  be  of  a  very  general  character. 
If  that  were  not  so — if  the  words  were 
narrowed — it  would  be  impossible  for 
them  to  cover  every  kind  of  "case  that 
might  arise,  and  they  would  be  doing 
their  best  to  baffle  the  object  they  had  in 
view.  That  was  his  answer  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  question.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  J.  Lowther)  put  the 
case  of  the  tenant  who  surrendered  his 
holding  in  1879  receiving  money 
for  it  and  going  to  America,  and  who 
subsequently  returned  and  sought 
to  be  reinstated.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man asked  whether  it  was  intended  to  give 
relief  to  such  a  man  as  that.  Clearly 
nothing  of  the  kind  was  intended.  No 
doubt,  if  such  monstrous  cases  as  had 
been  suggested  were  brought  before 
the  arbitrators,  they  would  not  entertain 
them.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  had  spoken 
of  the  laxity  of  Parliament  and  had  said 
that  they  ought  not,  through  the  laxity 
of  Parliament,  to  throw  a  burden  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  arbitrators  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  asked  to  bear.  But  '^  the 
laxity  of  Parliament "  was,  after  all,  only 
one  way  of  describing  what  they  really  in- 
tended. The  Government  wished  to  leave 
these  arbitrators  as  wide  a  discretion  as 
they  possibly  could.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Dublin  University  had  exercised  his  in- 
genuity in  placing  before  the  Committee 
a  number  of  hypothetical  cases  that 
might  arise,  and  had  said  what  a  moc- 
strous  thing  it  would  be  if  in  such  cases 
as  he  had  suggested  any  relief  were 
given  under  the  BUI.  Of  course,  it  would 
be  a  monstrous  thing  that  in  such  cases 
relief  should  be  given,  and  it  was  just  for 
that  reason  that  the  Government  felt 
they  could  safely  allow  the  claims  of  such 
tenants  to  go  befbre  the  tribunal.  The 
arbitrators  would  at  once  say  that  they 
were  modstrotus  eases,  and  would  refuse 
to  accede'  to  the  applications.     It   was 
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desirable  to  maiDtaiD  general  words  in 
the  clause.  Tkej  desired  to  leave  the 
tribunal  tbe  widest  discretionary  powers, 
and  to  shut  as  few  doors  as  possible  to 
their  arbitration  in  cases  which  they 
thought  it  desirable  in  the  interests  of 
peace  and  order  to  entertain.  Therefore, 
they  had  used  the  general  words  con 
tained  in  the  Act  of  1891,  because  they 
wished,  as  the  framers  of  the  Act  did, 
to  cover  as  large  an  area  of  these  unfor- 
tunate cases  as  they  could.  He  could  not 
see  that  the  propriety  of  the  words  used 
had  been  shaken. 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said,  he  should 
have  preferred  to  see  this  question  dealt 
with  by  another  Amendment  lower  down 
on  the  Paper.  It  was  unreasonable 
for  the  Government  to  go  back,  he  con- 
tended, to  tbe  1 3th  clause  of  the  Land 
Act  of  1891  as  a  ju^tificatiou  for  the 
words  used  and  as  a  proof  tlmt  no  harm 
was  likely  to  befall  the  landlord.  That 
clause  had  a  purely  voluntary  action,  and 
lormed  the  machinery  alone  by  which 
the  landlord  and  the  tenant  could  be 
brought  together  for  negotiations  for  pur- 
chasing the  holding  ;  but  here.in  this  Bill 
there  was  a  special  inducement  for  every 
person  whose  tenancy  had  been  deter- 
mined since  1879  to  come  forward  and 
argue  his  case  before  the  arbitrators,  to 
whose  decision  everything  was  left.  This 
was  a  very  different  procedure  to  that 
under  the  13th  clause  of  the  Laud  Act 
of  1891,  and  therefore  that  clause,  he 
maintained,  could  not  justly  be  quoted 
as  a  precedent.  Besides,  the  13th  sec- 
tion of  the  Act  of  1891  had  reference  to 
purchase  and  not  reinstatemenU  Take 
the  case  of  a  tenant  against  whom  a 
landlord  had  proceeded  for  rent.  The 
Sheriff  came  upon  the  land,  seized  every- 
thing, and  sold  the  interest  of  the  farm. 
Supposing  that  after  everything  had 
been  sold  up  the  tenant  still  continued  on 
the  farm.  In  that  case,  so  far  as  he 
knew,  the  tenancy  was  not  legally  deter- 
mined— [cries  of  "  No,  no  I  "j — and  the 
landlord  would  have  to  proceed  to  eject 
the  tenant  by  physioal  force.  [''No, 
no! "]  Then  how  was  the  landlord  to 
get  him  out  ? 

Mb.  DILLON  :  The  tenant's  interest; 
being  sold,  the  landlord  would  be  tbe 
occupier,  and  the  tenant  would  at  once 
become  a  mere  trespasser  on  the  land. 

•Mb.  T.  W.  EUSSELL  :  That  is  the 
case  of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  and 
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tihis  Bill,  therefore,  ris  ;»  Bill  to  deal  not 
alope  with  tenants,  but  with  trespassers. 
I  am  not  to  be  taken  as  opposing  that. 
You  would  And  in  a  large  number  of 
cases  that.that  would  represeat  the  actual 
fact ;  and  while  admitting  only  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
that  such  men  wpuld  be  trespassers,  I 
think  that  it  should  be  stated,  if  thej 
really  regard  them  as  such. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  ;  I  would  point 
out  thai  the  amount  of  money  is  onlj 
£250,000,  and  it  is  therefore  obvious  that 
the  Government  intend  to  apply  the 
fund  only  to  the  most  deserving  cases. 
If  the  arbitrators  entertained  such  cases 
as  some  lion,  Member^  have  suggested — 
even  if  they  were  foolish  and  culpable 
enough  to  do  that — the  money  would  not 
be  enough  to  go  round. 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FOKSTER  (Belfast, 
W.)  said,  that  as  a  layman,  and  one  re- 
presenting a  constituency  that  was  not 
agricultural,  he  desired  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  Amendment.  It  seemed  to 
him  most  unfortunate  that  tbe  first 
operative  line  of  the  Bill  was  not  to  be 
relied  on.  The  title  of  the  measure  said 
it  was  a  Bill  for  the  relief  of  evicted 
tenants  ;  but  on  the  first  line  they  came 
to  discuss,  they  were  told  that  so  far 
from  that  being  the  case  they  were  pro- 
hibited from  inserting  the  title  in  that 
place,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  intended 
to  make  a  class  of  people  who  were  not 
evicted  tenants  beneficiaries  under  the  Bill . 
It  should  be  remembered  that  there  were 
many  business  men  in  the  North  of 
Ireland  who  of  late  years  had  had  trans- 
actions with  new  tenants  in  tbe  South, 
who,  if  that  class  of  farmers  were 
obliged  by  tbe  Bill  to  surrender  their 
holdings  in  order  that  some  evicted  tenant 
should  be  reinstated  in  his  old  farm, 
would  lose  their  security.  It  was  not, 
he  submitted,  an  impossible  case  tbat  a 
tenant  who  voluntarily  gave  up  his  hold- 
ing some  six  or  seven  years  ago  should 
subsequeutly^onbis  return  from  America, 
claim  to  be  reinstated.  Such  a  case 
actually  occurred  within  his  own  know- 
ledge. A  meeting  was  called  to  con- 
sider the  platter,  ajid  ihe  ourious  thing 
was  tbat^  the  question  raised  was  not 
whether  or  qo  the  claim  was  a  valid 
one,  but  ,  splely  bow  much  com- 
pensation ^hofud  be  paid,  not  by 
the  ei^-tenant,  but  bj  the  sitting 
tenant      for     ^the      right    to.  remain. 
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So  for  from  thie  beiog  ai)  oat-Qf-the-^waj 
case,  it  wa8  reported  in  the  looai  papers, 
and  it  was  decided  to  bold  a  meetiog, 
should  the  tenant  prove  recalcitrant,  in 
order  to  compel  him  to  allow  the  tenant 
in  America  to  resume  possession.  He 
did  not  think  such  a  case  was  unlikely 
to  occur  again.  He  would  like  to  know 
further  if  thej  were  clearly  to  understand 
that,  although  the  circumstances  by 
which  the  tenancy  had  been  determined 
came  within  the  purview  of  the  Bill,  the 
repreaentatiyes  of  a  tenant ,  who  had 
since  died  would  be  entitled  to  take 
possession. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  (Manchester, 
£.)  said,  it  would  not  be  denied  that 
even  if  the  Amendment  were  carried  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  would  still  cover  a 
good  many  cases  which  in  the  judgment 
of  the  House  ought  not  to  benefit  under 
it.  That  was  practically  admitted  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Kerry,  as  well 
as  by  the  Chief  Secretary  himself.  Two 
argnmetits  had  been  addressed  to  the 
Committee  by  which  it  was  sought  to 
show  that  the  superfluous  width  given 
by  these  words  would  be  practically 
kept  in  check.  The  first  argument 
adduced  was  the  extraordinary  one  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Louth  with 
refereDce  to  the  amount  of  money  being 
£250,000,  and  therefore  that  for  mere 
lack  of  cash  the  cases  that  they  did  not 
mean  to  include  could  not  be  dealt  with. 
If  the  argument  was  to  have  any  weight 
at  all  it  would  cause  the  new  tribunal 
not  to  decide  any  single  case  until  it  had 
every  case  before  it — that  was  to  say, 
the  whole  body  of  tenantry  or  ex-teqimtry 
to  be  relieved  by  the  Bill  must 
be  before  Uie  tribunal  before  it 
decided  the  allocation  of  the  funds. 
The  second  argument  was  that  on  which 
the  Chief  Secretary  tetied.  It  was  to 
the  effect  that  the  Government  were 
appointing  a  number  of  gentlemen  to  form 
a  Commission,  and  that  their  discretion 
might  be  absolutely  trusted  to  exclude 
from  the  operation  of  the  Bill  every  case 
whioh  ought  not  to  be  inoloded  in  it.  He 
did  not  wish  to  say  a  word  against  the 
exceUent  gentlemen  who  were  to  form 
this  Commission^  though  if  hon^-Members 
were  to  go  on  covering  every  defect  in 
the  Bill  by  applauding  the  virtues  of 
these  genlAemen  it  would  in  all  proba- 
bility be  necessary  for  someone. to  say  of 
these  gentleisen  that- whutever  might  be 


their  merits  they  did  not  inspire  that 
abnormal  amount  of  confidence  which 
appeared  to  be  reposed  in  them.  It  was 
sufficient  for  him  to  point  out  also  that 
these  gentlemen  were  distinctly  required 
by  the  Bill  to  take  into  consideration  the 
circumstances  of  the  district.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  if  a  tenant  came  back  in  the 
circumstances  which  had  just  been  men- 
tioned by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast,  and  if  he  contrived  to  make  him- 
self sufficiently  dangerous  to  the  peace  of 
the  neighbourhood,  and  sufficiently  dis- 
agreeable to  the  powers  that  be,  this 
tribunal  would  be  obliged,  from  the 
very  nature  of  their  mandate,  to  consider 
whether  he  ought  not  to  be  reinstated  in 
his  holding.  But  even  if  that  should  not 
be  the  case,  he  put  it  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary whether  it  was  fair  to  put  the  land- 
lord to  the  cost  of  proving  to  the  tribunal 
that  there  was  not  a  primA  facie  case  for 
consideration  ?  This  would  involve  the 
landlord  going  to  his  solicitor  to  have  a 
case  made  out  and  the  necessary  affidavits 
drawn,  and  such  work  would  involve  all 
the  initial  expenses  which  the  Legal  Pro- 
fession knew  so  well  how  to  accumulate. 
Granting  that  the  tribunal  would  do 
justice,  he  urged  that  it  was  an  unfair 
burden  to  put  on  the  landlord  to  require 
him  to  prove  by  costly  process  that  such- 
and-such  a  tenant  left  his  holding  in  cir- 
cumstances which  did  not  properly  bring 
him  within  the  intention  of  the  Bill.  Let 
the  Committee  define  its  intentions  in 
the  Bill,  and  then  none  of  those  difficulties 
would  arise.  In  that  event  the  Com- 
mittee would  have  done  its  best  to  guide 
the  tribunal,  and  if  it  went  wrong  the 
blame  would  rest  on  the  Commissioners, 
and  not  on  the  legislative  work  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  pointed  out  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to 
have  misapprehended  the  operation  of 
the  sub-section.  No  costs  could  fall  on 
the  landlord  until  the  arbitrators  had 
made  the  conditional  order.  The  prima 
facie  case  had  to  operate  on  the  minds  of 
the  arbitrators  before  they  made  the  con- 
ditional order. 

Qnestion  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  '213  ; 
Noes  169.-;-(Divi8ion  List,  No.  189.) 

Mr.  BBODRJCK  (Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) said,  he  had  to  move  to  qualify  ^he 
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word  "  holding  "  by  iDserting  the  words 

"which  is  valued  under  the  Acta  relating  to 
the  valuation  of  rateable  property  In  Ireland  at 
not  more  than  thirty  poilnds  a  year." 

This  was  by  do  means  an  unfair  Amend- 
ment, and  it  introduced  no  novel  prin- 
ciple. On  the  contrary,  the  exceptional 
feature  of  the  Bill  was  that  it  left  out  this 
limitation,  which  was  included  in  almost 
all  previous  measures  of  a  similar  kind. 
He  looked  back  to  the  Acts  which  had 
been  brought  in  from  time  to  time  to 
relieve  either  temporarily  or  permanently 
the  tenants  of  Ireland  from  disaster  and 
trouble  due  sometimes  to  their  own 
action,  and  sometimes  to  causes  beyond 
their  control,  and  he  found  this  pro- 
vision occurred  in  almost  every  Act  and 
in  that  for  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  himself  responsible  in 
1880.  The  Compensation  for  Disturb- 
ance Bill  of  1880,  which  had  been  so 
often  quoted  as  the  beginning  of  all  the 
trouble  in  Ireland,  the  Land  Act  of  1881 
(with  respect  to  arrears),  the  Arrears  Act 
of  1882,  and  the  Arrears  Bill  introduced 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford,  all 
were  confined  to  holdings  of  under  £30 
valuation.  He  well  remembered  the 
arguments  advanced  for  treating  these 
tenants  in  an  exceptional  manner.  They 
were  alleged  to  be  a  class  whose  poverty 
and  whose  ignorance  had  prevented  them 
from  benefiting  by  free  contract.  It  was 
important,  too,  to  bear  in  mind  that  these 
holdings  vvere  85  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
tenancies  in  Ireland,  and,  therefore,  the 
Amendment  would  not  exclude  the  men 
who  ought  not  to  be  excluded.  The  small 
tenants  were  precisely  those  who  had 
lost  most  by  eviction.  The  tenant  of  a 
holding  of  300  or  400  acres  would  not 
bd  appreciably  benefited  by  the  grant  of 
JE50  proposed  to  be  made  under  the  Bill, 
whereas  the  tenant  of  a  farm  of  £30 
valuation  would  benefit  from  a  grant 
which  represented  nearly  two  years'  rent. 
The  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  in  1886 
made  a  speech  in  which  he  laid  down  a 
programme  specially  directed  to  the  case 
of  this  poor  class  of  tenants.  He  said, 
on  the  14th  of  October  in  that  year — 
^*  Would  they  not  be  better  off  with  308. 
or  £2  a  week  and  their  hands  in  their 
pockets,  instead " 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order  I 
I  do 'not  think  that  that  iis  relevant  fo  the 
Amendment. 

Mr,  Brodrick 


Mr.  BRODRICK  said,  be  thought  he 
would  be  able  to  show  that  it  was 
absolutely  germane  to  the* Amendment, 
ibecanse  special  inducements  were  held 
out  to  these  smaller  tenants  to  join  the 
Plan  of  Campaign.  But  if  they 
took  the  case  of  a  man  who  paid 
£40  a  year  in  rent,  and  offered  him 
£100  a  year  to  come  oat  and  sit  idly, 
surely  they  offered  such  a  man  a  strong 
inducement  to  quit  his  holding. 

Th£  CHAIRMAN :  That  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Amendment,  I  must  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  keep  in  Order. 

Mr.  brodrick  said,  he  bowed  to 
the  ruling  of  the  Chairman,  and  would 
address  himself  to  other  arguments  in 
supporting  his  point  that  evicted  tenants 
of  larger  status  should  have  the  least 
right  to  look  to  the  indalgence  of  the 
House.  He  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  position  of  the 
tenants  on  the  Giensharold  estete,  and 
more  especially  to  a  letter  written  by  the 
Bishop  of  Limerick  on  the  IdthMliy,  1890, 
about  those  tenants — [^Cries  of  "Order, 
order  I  "  from  Nationalist  Members.'] 
He  knew  that  that  letter  was  a  most  in- 
convenient citation  to  hon.  Grentlemen 
below  the  Gangway,  but,  all  the  same, 
he  proposed  to  read  it.  There  were  43 
tenants  on  the  Giensharold  estate.  The 
old  rent  they  paid  was  £738  ;  the  judicial 
rent  was  £542,  and  the  new  rent  pro- 
posed was  £384.  They  owed  five  years' 
rent,  or  £2,611,  and  yet  the  landloid  was 
willing  to  accept  one  year's  rent  at  the 
new  figure — ^namely,  £384,  and  allow 
them  back  again  to  their  holdings.  The 
Bishop  of  Limerick  was  anxious  that  the 
tenants  should  accept  those  terms,  and 
in  his  letter  he  made  an  appeal  to  one  of 
the  larger  tenants  not  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  a  settlement— 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Member  has.  not  appreciated 
what  I  said  just  now.  My  ruling  was 
that  the  mode  in  which  the  tenants  may 
have  lost  their  holdings  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  must  ventims 
with  great  respect  to  say,  Mr.  Mellor, 
that  you  cannot  have  understood  the 
poitit  I  was  offsring  to  the  Committee. 
It  is  this — ^that  tho^  large  tenants  have 
no  claim  on  the  indulgeQce  of  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  confines  himself  to  that  he 
will  be  quhd  in  Order.    But  he  must  not 
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go  into  the  question  of  the  way  the 
tenants  lost  their  holdings. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  :  On  a  point  of 
Order,  Mr.  Mellor 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  point  of 
Order  has  been  settled. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND :  It  is  another 
point  of  Order,  Sir.  I  wish  to  ask  you 
whether,  when  you  have  given  your 
decision  as  to  a  matter  being  in  Order  or 
not,  it  is  in  Order  for  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  possession  of  the  House  to  argue 
the  matter  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order  ! 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said,  he  desired  to 
show  that  one  of  the  tenants  who  had  a 
large  holding  on  the  Glensharold  estate 
was  appealed  to  by  the  Bishop  of 
Limerick  to  give  way,  and  that  if  that 
large  tenant  had  given  way  the  other 
tenants  would  have  followed  suit.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  if  the  larger  tenants 
on  ail  those  Plan  of  Campaign  estates 
had  set  the  example  of  giving  way,  the 
smaller  tenants  would  have  been  only  too 
glad  to  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
terms  offered  by  the  landlord  ;  and  that 
was  why  he  urged  that  the  relief  pro- 
posed by  the  Bill  should  be  confined  to 
the  smaller  tenants.  He  would  give  the 
Committee  an  example  of  the  larger 
tenants  whom  he  sought  to  exclude  from 
the  benefits  of  the  Bill.  He  knew  the 
case  extremely  well.  It  was  that  of  a 
man  who  had  been  farming  between  four 
and  five  hundred  acres  of  land  and  paying 
£450  a  year  rent.  The  tenant  got  into 
arrear,  and  was  evicted  in  1881,  13 
years  ago.  The  landlord  took  up  the 
farm,  and  spent  between  £4,000  and 
£5,000  on  it,  one-third  of  which  amount 
was  sunk  in  permanent  buildings.  The 
tenant,  after  spending  10  or  12  years  in 
America,  came  back  last  year,  settled 
himself  down  at  the  landlord's  gate,  and 
now  expected  to  get  back  to  the  farm  under 
this  Bill  without  paying  a  farthing. 
Surely,  it  was  preposterous  and  absurd  to 
reinstate  such  a  man.  The  arbitrators 
would  have  no  power  to  order  the  land- 
lord more  than  one  year's  rent,  £400,  and 
out  of  the  farm  he  would  have  to  go, 
after  spending  £4,000  in  improving  it. 
Would  it  be  surprising  if  the  landlord  in 
such  a  case — having  lost  all  his  capital 
and  having  a  worthless  and  bankrupt 
tenant  forced  on  him — laboured  under  a 
deep  injustice  ?  Surely,  such  a  man 
would  have  the  sympathy  and  support  of 
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every  honest  man  in  Great  Britain,  if  he 
fought  to  the  last,  by  every  legal  means, 
in  order  to  preserve  his  property.  The 
Committee  could  hardly  be  aware  of  the 
large  number  of  men  of  substance  and 
means  who,  unless  his  Amendment  were 
accepted,  would  be  reinstated  under  the 
Bill.  He  paid  recently  a  visit  to  the 
Fonsonby  estate,  and  while  he  regretted 
to  see  many  small  houses  dilapidated  and 
fallen  in,  he  saw  a  few  houses  which  did 
not  arouse  his  sympathy  or  regret  at  all. 
He  saw  one  excellent  house,  the  lands  of 
which  were  at  present  stocked  by  the 
owners  of  the  estate.  He  found  out  that 
this  place  had  belonged  to  a  man  who 
carried  on  the  trade  of  a  butcher  in 
Youghal.  That  man  was  not  a  farmer 
in  the  ordinary  sense ;  he  was  not  de- 
pending on  the  land  for  a  livelihood  ;  and 
was  it  not  monstrous  to  propose  that  in 
such  a  case  the  landlord  should  be  turned 
out  of  the  farm  and  the  Youghal  butcher 
allowed  to  come  back  like  a  conquering 
hero  ?  He  asked  the  Committee  to  ex- 
clude such  men  from  the  benefits  of  the 
Bill.  If  his  Amendment  were  accepted 
it  would  relieve  from  the  Bill  some  of  the 
more  objectionable  and  ridiculous  features 
of  the  Bill  ;  it  would  make  the  Bill 
less  demoralising  ;  and  more  just,  so  far 
as  justice  could  at  all  enter  in  its  pro- 
posals. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  I,  line 
5,  after  the  word  "holding,"  to  insert 
the  words 

'*  which  is  valued  under  the  Acts  relating  to  the 
valuatioD  of  rateable  property  in  Ireland  at  not 
more  than  thirty  ^x^unds  a  year."  —  (A/r. 
Brodrick,) 

Question  proposed ,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  hon.  Member 
has  really  brought  forward  a  Second 
Reading  set  of  objections  to  the  Bill. 
The  Amendment  would  exclude  farms 
the  valuation  of  which  is  over  £30  a 
year  from  the  operation  of  the  Bill.  There 
were  1,483  holdings  inquired  into  by  the 
Mathew  Commission,  and  of  these  226 
were  holdings  over  £30  a  year  rent,  which 
though  not  quite  the  same  thing  as  the 
valuation  is  about  the  same,  so  that  if 
the  Amendment  were  carried  it  would 
exclude  something  like  14  or  15  percent, 
of  the  cases  inquired  into  by  the  Mathew 
Commission.  I  cannot  say  that  my  hon. 
Friend  has  made  out  any  particular  case 
for  excluding  large  holdings  and  allowing 
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small  ones  to  come  in  under  the  Bill  ;  bat 
in  any  event  I  do  not  desire  to  lay  down  a 
hard  and  fast  rule  like  this  for  the  arbi- 
trators. The  arbitrators  must  have  a 
wide  discretion ;  they  will  be  an  arbitrating 
tribunal ;  and  if  the  circumstances  of  the 
district,  and  the  circumstances  of  the 
holding — whether  it  be  a  large  holding 
or  whether  it  be  a  small  holding — ^justify 
the  issue  of  a  conditional  order,  and  after- 
wards the  making  of  the  conditional  order 
absolute,  in  view  of  the  policy  of  the 
Bill,  the  size  of  the  holding  has  no 
bearing  on  the  question  the  arbitrators 
will  have  to  settle.  The  question  of  the 
landlord's  improvements,  which  is  the 
question  really  raised  by  the  Amendment, 
is  dealt  with  in  another  part  of  the  Bill, 
and  as  there  are  Amendments  down  to  it, 
I  will  deal  with  the  question  when  we 
«ome  to  them.  But  I  must  resist  this 
Amendment. 

Mr.  SMITH-BARRY  (Hunts,  S.) 
said,  that  the  Chief  Secretary  said  that 
the  tribunal  was  going  to  be  an  arbi- 
trating Bill.  But  the  arbitrators  would 
be  bound  by  the  terms  of  this  Act,  and 
therefore  they  would  be  bound  to  deal 
with  all  cases  that  came  before  them 
under  the  Bill.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Louth  said  just  now  that  there  was  only 
£250,000  to  deal  with  under  the  Bill, 
therefore  in  his  opinion  they  ought  to 
confine  the  money  to  the  most  deserving 
cases  ;  and  he  thought  his  hon.  Friend 
was  perfectly  right  in  bringing  in  an 
Amendment  to  limit  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  to  the  most  deserving  cases,  or,  as 
he  would  put  it,  to  the  least  undeserving 
cases.  He  thought  the  large  men  were 
able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  The 
principle  that  the  large  men  were  able  to 
take  care  of  themselves  ran  through  all 
the  land  legislation  of  the  House.  The 
large  men  were  excluded  from  the  Arrears 
Act  of  1882,  introduced  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Midlothian,  and  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  Friend  ran  on  the  lines 
of  that  Act.  Again,  when  the  Purchase 
Act  of  1891  was  introduced,  Mr.  Parnell 
moved  an  Amendment  to  limit  it  to  hold- 
ings valued  under  £50. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  :  He 
was  not  dealing  with  the  evicted  tenants. 

Mr.  SMITH-BARRY  said,  that  was 
so,  but  Mr.  Parnell,  in  makidg  that  pro- 
posal, admitted  that  the  large  men  were 
well  able  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
He  maintained,  indeed,  with   i'egard  to 
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these  evicted  tenants,  that  they  were 
capable  of  taking  care  of  themselves,  but 
certliinly  the  bigger  men  could  make 
terms  with  their  landlords  if  they  pleased 
to  do  so.  The  amount  of  money  to  be 
advanced  was  not  a  large  sum.  If 
there  were  any  deserving  cases  at  all 
among  the  evicted  tenants  they  were  to 
be  found  among  the  small  men,  and  he 
cordially  supported  the  Amendment  pro- 
posed by  his  hon.  Friend. 
•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
said,  he  was  not  able  to  support  the 
Amendment.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
quoted  Mr.  ParneH's  Amendment  to  the 
Land  Purchase  Act  of  1891.  He  did 
not  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  supported 
Mr.  Parnell  on  that  occasion ;  he  (Mr. 
Russell)  i^rtainly  did  not,  and  he  knew 
that  in  another  place  Lord  Londonderry 
carried  a  clause  which  practically  made  an 
end  of  Mr.  ParneH's  proposal.  But  he  had 
a  more  apt  illustration  for  the  Committee. 
The  late  Government  proposed  to  rein- 
state evicted  tenants  under  Clause  13 
of  the  Act  of  1891,  and  they  did  not 
limit  the  operation  of  that  section  in  the 
way  the  Amendment  proposed.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  most  of  the  evicted  tenants 
who  had  been  reinstated  under  that  sec- 
tion were  in  the  possession  of  holdings 
valued  above  £30  a  year.  Therefore,  he 
was  not  going  to  be  drivpu  from  the  13th 
section  of  the  Land  Act  of  1891  ;  he 
stood  by  it,  and  if  the  Unionist  Go- 
vernment put  no  limitation  on  that  section 
he  was  not  going  to  adopt  a  limitation 
now.  Besides,  there  were  other  grounds 
for  rejecting  the  Amendment.  They 
must  face  this  Bill,  having  passed  its 
Second  Reading,  as  a  Bill  that  might 
become  law  ;  and  he  was  not  prepared  to 
leave  15  per  cent,  of  the  evicted  tenants 
behind,  like  an  open  sore  festering  and 
breeding  corruption.  With  regard  to 
the  Youghal  butcher  to  whom  the  hon. 
Gentleman  referred,  if  he  had  chosen  he 
could  have  gone  back  to  the  farm  under 
the  13th  section  ;  but  he  should  say,  in 
reference  to  the  returned  American,  who 
had  settled  down  at  the  landlord's  gate 
waiting  to  get  possession  of  his  holding, 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  get  the  Bill  until  he  provided 
directions  excluding  the  arbitrators  from 
dealing  with  such  a  case  as  that. 

Mr.  macartney  (Antrim,  S.) 
said,  he  agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  that  the  Bill 
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might  poBsibij  beoome  law ;  but  he 
ooaU  not  understaDd  that  that  was  any 
ground  for  refusing  a  perfectly .  reason- 
able Amendment,  It  was  perfectly  true^ 
as  bis  hon,  Friendhad  pointed  oat,  that  the 
13th  section  of  tho  1891  Act  drew  no  such 
limitation.  But  it  must  be  remembered 
that  this  Bill  proposed  to  devote  the 
limit  sum  of  £250,000  to  the  reinstate- 
ment of  eyicted  tenants,  which  numbered 
4,000.  It  was  obvious  that  that  sum 
was  absolutely  inadequate  to  carry  out 
such  a  purpose;  and,  therefore,  even 
from  the  Grovernment^s  point  of  view,  it 
was  highly  desirable  that  the  money 
should  he  put  to  the  best  possible  advan- 
tage. Tenants  over  £30  a  year  valuation 
would  be  well  able  to  provide  the  re- 
sources for  reinstatement  themselves; 
and  it  was  the  poor  m^n  that  should 
have  the  first  pull  at  .th6. limited  sum 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  arbitrators. 
He  believed  the  Amendment  would 
strengthen  the  Bill  rather  than  weaken  it. 
If  there  was  to  be  any  favour  shown  to 
any  class  of  tenants  it  should  be  shown 
to  the  smaller  class,  very  few  of  whom, 
he  believed,  would  have  gone  out  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  coercion  put  upon 
them  by  others  who  could  pay  their 
rents,  but  did  not  chose  to  do  so.  If  the 
Amendments  which  were  proposed  to 
this  Bill  were  to  be  met  by  simply  re- 
ferring to  the  discretion  which  was  to  be 
ezercieed  by  the  tribunal,  and  if  no 
attempt  were  made  to  show  some  reason 
against  them,  the  arguments  of  the 
Treasury  Bench  would  become  ridiculous. 
He  hoped  before  the  discussion  con- 
cluded some  wiser  reason  would  be 
shown  for  rejecting  this  Amendment 
than  had  yet  been  given.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  the  Amendment  would  be 
one  for  which  the  arbitrators  themselves 
would  be  thankful. 

CoJLONEX  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
N.)  was  rather  surprised  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  saw  any  diffi- 
culty in  supporting  the  Amendment. 
The  hon.  Member  appeared  to  see  such 
difficulty  altogether  because  of  the  fact 
that  he  was  a  supporter  of  the  13  th 
clause— >he  believed  he  was  partly  the 
author  of  it. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  was  not 
the  author.    I  moved  it. 

CoLONBL  SAUNDERSON:  We 
may  be  led  to  suppose,  then,  that  he 
approved  of  it  ? 


Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  do  now. 

CoLONW.  SAUNDERSON  said,  his 
hon.  Friend  would  see  tdat  there  was  an 
immense  difference  between  the  arrange- 
ment made  under  Clause   13*  and  the 
proposal  under  this  Bill,  and  indeed  the 
hon.  Member  had  alluded  to  it  himself. 
Under  the  Bill  of  1891,  the  arrangemeat 
between  the  landlord  and  tenant   was   ' 
entirely  compulsory,  whereas  under  the 
present  Bill  it  was  a  matter  of  forcing 
the  evicted  tenant  back  upon  the  land. 
He  did  not,  therefore,  see    any  logical 
grounds    upon    which  his  hon.  Friend 
could  refuse  to  support  what  he  regarded 
as  a  reasonable  proposal.     He  thought 
in  this  discussion  they  had  arrived  at  the 
guiding  principle  which  would  influence 
right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  in  meeting  the  various 
arguments    that    were    addressed    from 
that  side  of    the    House.      They  had 
heard    the    Chief    Secretary    and    the 
Solicitor  General,  and  both  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  evidently    realised   that  the 
proposals  in  this  Bill  were  proposals  such 
as  had  never  yet  been  submitted  to  any 
L^islative  Assembly  in  the  world,  and 
proposals  which,  he  imagined,  even  their 
ingenuity  was  not  sufficient  adequately 
to  grapple  with.     Therefore,  as  far  as  he 
could  make  out  from  the  speeches  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  and  the  Solicitor  General, 
they  appeared  to  agree  on  this  point: 
that  all  these  difficulties  and  objections, 
which  they  must  have  already  discerned, 
could  only  be  overcome  in  one  way,  and 
one  alone.     They  appeared  to  agree  that 
all  these    difficulties  would    be  solved 
because  they  had,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history    of     Ireland,    discovered     three 
upright    and    unbiased    Irishmen    who, 
when  this  difficult  point  was  submitted 
to  them,  would  give  a  righteous,  upright, 
and  logical  decision.     There  was   one 
remark  which  the  Chief  Secretary  made 
to  the  proposal  of  his  hon.  Friend  which 
threw  some  light  on  the  course  the  Go« 
vernment  had   taken.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  if    they  accepted   the 
Amendment  it  would  strike  at  the  very 
principle   of    the   Bill.      The  principle 
of  the  Bill  was  certainly  very  clear.    It 
was  a  Bill  to  reinstate  a  certain  class  of 
evicted  tenants — ^namely,  the  Flan    of 
Campaign  tenants.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  North  Louth  indicated  this 
fact  when  he  said  that  the  arbitrators 
would  have  little  difficulty,  because  as 
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the  dum  '  ih^j    had    to    deal  wfth  was 
limited   it   could  •  only  be  applied   to  a 
limited  number  of  tenants.     The  natural 
inference,  therefore,  was  that  when  these 
three   upright,    intelligent,    and    logical 
gentlemen  met  to  examine  this  Bill  thej 
Would  say  it  was  brought  into  the  House 
a'nd  carried  through  Parliament  with  a 
certain  object,  and  that  was  to  reinstate 
a  certain  class  of  tenants — namely,  that 
class   which  was  a  public  danger — the 
Plan  of  Campaign  tenants.     As  this  sum 
of  money  was  barely  sufficient  to  deal 
with  them,  the  money  must  be  allocated 
in  that  direction,  and,  therefore,  on  these 
grounds,  the  proposal  of  his  hon.  Friend 
was   a   reasonable  proposal.      The  Bill 
would  be   just  as  objectionable  to  him 
even  if  this  Amendment  passed  ;  but  he 
supported  it  because  he  wanted  to  limit 
the  scope  of  these  upright  and  just  gen- 
tlemen.    As  the  Bill  was  drawn  there 
was  absolutely  no  limit  to   the  scope  of 
these  gentlemen  when  they  met  together 
in  solemn  conclave,  and  he  supported  the 
Amendment,  not   because  he  thought  it 
would  make  the  Bill  a  good  one — for  no 
Amendment   could    do  that   except  the 
Amendment  he  moved  that  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months — 
but  because  it  would  define  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent the  scope  of  the  operations  of  these 
three  just  Judges  who  were  to  meet  in 
Ireland  and  decide  the  fate  of  landlord 
and  tenant. 

Viscount  WOLMER  (Edinburgh, 
W.)  said,  the  Solicitor  General  had  stated 
that  the  policy  of  the  Government  was 
to  make,  through  this  Bill,  a  final  settle- 
ment of  the  difficulty.  It  Was  impossible, 
from  the  nature  of  the  case,  that  it 
could  do  that.  It  would,  however, 
awaken  hopes  among  the  evicted  tenants 
which  it  would  be  impossible  to  fulfil 
because  of  the  limited  amount  of  the 
funds.  If  the  Government  were  not  pre- 
pared to  face  the  problem  as  it  really 
Existed,  and  ask  for  more  money,  surely 
they  ought  to  accept  an  Amendment  to 
narrow  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  and  thus 
enable  some  of  the  hopes  that  had  been 
awakened  to  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  (Kent,  Thanet) 
said,  that  when  he  first  heard  the  Amend* 
ment  proposed  he  felt  a  doubt  as  to  bow 
far  he  Could  consistently  support  a  policy 
which  proposed  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  the  larger  and  smaller  tenants, 
because  he  had  always  contended  that 
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the  sub-division  of  the  land  into  small 
holdings  was  one  of  the  curses  of  Ire- 
land.    He  regarded  with  great  jealousy 
any  premium   put   upon    the    indefinite 
sub-division  of  holdings  and  any    dis- 
couragement offered  to  the  aggregation  of 
land  in  holdings  of  a  reasonable  size,  and 
therefore  if  his  hon.  Friend's  Amendment 
had  to  be  considered  apart  from  wider 
considerations    he    certainly    could    not 
support   it.     He   held  that  the  fund  nJt 
the  disposal    of  the    Government   was 
miserably  inadequate  to  acoomplish  the 
object  for  which  the  Bill  had  ostensibly 
to  be  passed,  and  it  would  not  deal  with 
more   than   the  fringe  of    the    subject. 
Any  proposal,  therefore,  which  suggested 
the  withdrawal  of  a  material  percentage 
of    the  claimants   on   that   limited  aUKi 
inadequate  fund  was  deserving  of  oarefnl 
consideration.     The  financial   provision 
was   benea.th  contempt  as  a  settlement 
of  what  was  called  a  great  question,  though 
he  might   say   in   passing    he   did    not 
admit  that  there  was  any  question  to  be 
settled  at  all.     These  people,  who  were 
to  be  treated   with  consideration — both 
those  his  hon.  Friend  proposed  to  exempt 
and  those  who  came  within  the  provisions 
of  the   Bill  —  were  discharging  a  very 
useful  object-lesson  on  the  high  road  by 
demonstrating  that  dishonesty  did   not 
always  pay  in  this  world,  and  the  longer 
they  remained  to  illustrate  this  valuable 
object-lesson  the  better  it  would  be  for 
the  community  at  large.     The  proposal 
of   his   hon.   Friend   would   relieve   the 
fund  from  a  very  substantial  number  of 
claimants,  but  even  if  the  Amendment 
were  adopted,  the  Bill  would  still  remain 
one  which  he  hoped  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  would  refrain 
from  passing  into  law. 

•Sir  T.  LEA  (Londonderry,  S.)  said, 
that  whilst  he  agreed  that  the  Bill  as  it 
stood  was  a  bad  Bill,  it  had,  after  all, 
passed  the  Second  Reading,  and  if  there 
was  any  administrative  difficulty  th^ 
ought  to  do  what  they  could  to  lessen  or 
avoid  it.  Having  on  the  various  Land 
Bills  endeavoured  to  give  them  the 
widest  scope,  so  that  tenants  might 
obtain  the  utmost  privileges  they  could 
by  legislative  enactments,  he  thought 
they  ought  not  to  limit  the  operation  of 
this  clause.  In  the  case  of  the  Land 
Pnrchase  Bill  of  1891  the  Government 
desired  to  limit  its  benefits  to  tenants 
under  £30  valuation,  but  he  moved  to 
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extend  the  limit  to  £«>0,  whick  was 
ultimately  agreed  to.  The  policy  of  aU 
parties  in  Ireland  up  to  the  present  time 
had  been  to  extend  these  Acts  without 
restrictioQs  of  any  kind,  and  they  who 
disapproved  and  disliked  the  principle  of 
this  Billy  now  that  it  had  passed  the 
Second  Reading,  should,  if .  there  was 
any  chance  of  its  doing  away  with  this 
administrative  difficulty,  be  willing  to  see 
it  extended  to  all  farms  on  an  estate. 

*Mb.  fisher  (Fulham)  had  no  diffi- 
culty whatever  in  supporting  this 
Amendment,  for  the  very  reasons  ad- 
duced by  the  hou.  Members  for  South 
Tyrone  and  South  Londonderry  for 
opposing  it.  They  said  that,  in  their 
opinion,  there  was  a  social  and  adminis- 
trative difficulty  and  a  question  to  be 
settled,  and  if  the  Bill  was  to  become 
law  they  asked  the  House  to  extend  the 
Bill  with  a  view  to  settling  the  question 
as  much  as  it  was  possible.  He  also 
desired  to  see  as  much  as  was  possible  of 
the  question  settled »  and  foi  that  reason 
he  should  support  an  Amendment  which 
would  limit  the  application  of  this 
£250,000  in  the  first  place  to  estates  with 
holdings  under  £30.  This  £2dO«000 
would  not  adequately  settle  the  question. 
They  had,  on  the  Chief  Secretary's  own 
showing,  to  provide  certain  sums  of 
under  £50  for  tenants  whose  bouses  had 
been  destroyed.  Out  of  that  £250,000 
they  would  also  have  to  provide  other 
large  sums  of  money  unless  they  were 
going  to  do  a  great  act  of  injustice  to  the 
landlords  who,  for  many  years  past,  had 
been  in  possession  of  large*  holdings 
which  they  had  themselves  improved  in 
many  ways  and  made  profitable ;  and,  in 
the  third  place,  they  would  have  to 
provide  one  year's  arrears.  The  right 
hon.  Grentleman  made  an  altogether  in- 
accurate and  misleading  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  money  that  would  have  to  be 
provided  for  arrears.  He  told  them  that 
the  estimate  ought  to  be  formed  on  the 
basis  of  holdings  having  an  average 
value  of  £15,  similar  to  the  holdings 
inquired  into  by  the  Evicted  Tenants' 
Commission,  and  in  that  case  the  total 
which  would  be  required  for  the  whole  of 
the  holdings  which  would  be  inquired 
into  by  the  three  arbitrators  would  amount 
to  £60,000  for  the  one  year's  arrears 
of  rent.  But,  taking  the  total  number  of 
oases  which  were  embraced  in  Appendix  G  I 
of  the  Report  of  the  Mathew  Commis- 


sion, in  which  tlie  tenants  claimed  zein- 
statement,    the   amount   the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  require  would  be  nearer 
£130,000  than  £160,000.  That  shattered 
the    whole    fabric    of    the    right,  hon. 
Gentleman's  figures,  and  would  make  an 
enormous  inroad  into  the  £60,000  quite 
outside  any  calculations  be  made  to  this 
House,  and  the  £25u,000,  therefore,  was 
totally    inadequate    to  deal    with  these 
cases.     That  being  so,  and  following  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone,  he  said  that  the  application  of 
this    money    should   be   limited    to    the 
smaller   estates.      In   the   case    of    the 
Olphert  estate,  there   was  not  a   single 
tenant  evicted  whose  tenancy  was  above 
£30 ;     therefore,    if   some    Amendment 
were  carried  limiting  the  application  of 
the  money  to  estates  under  the  value  of 
£30,  they  would  be  sure,  if  the  Bill  were 
carried  into  law,  that,  at  any  rate,  they 
would  have    enough    to    go  and  settle 
the   question    on    such  estates.     If    no 
limitation  was  made,  and  the  amount  of 
money  at  the  disposal  of  the  arbitrators 
were   not  increased,  the   bigger  tenants 
would  exhaust   the  funds,   the   smaller 
tenants  would  find,  when  they  cf^me  there, 
that  the  cupboard   was   bare,  and  they 
would  thus  defeat  the  very  object  of  this 
Bill  by  being  able  to  heal  only  very  few 
instead  of  a  great  number  of  these  sores. 
It  was  not  only  the  amount  of  arrears  of 
rent  they  ha<l  to  consider,  but  also  the 
fact  that  the  larger  tenants  required  very 
much  more  capital  than  the  others  before 
they  could  enter  upon  the  farms  with  any 
prospect  of  success.     Again,  in  dealing 
with   these  estates,  they  must  have  an 
enormous  sum  for  compensation  to  the 
landlord  to  go  out  of  the  farms  which  he 
had  held  and  worked  with  profit  for   12 
or  14  years  past.      Outside  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  estates,  there  were  scores  of 
cases  of  farms  where  the  rental  was  over 
£200,  and  hundreds  where  it  was  over 
£100,  where  evictions  took  place  many 
years  ago,  and  which  had  for  years  been 
in  the  occupation  of  the  landlord.     On 
these    grounds    he   should   support   the 
Amendment.     He  should  have  preferred 
that  it  should  have  stated  that  estates 
of  £30  should  first  be  dealt  with,    and 
the  money  afterwards  applied  to  estates 
of  greater  value  than  £30,  but  in  order 
to  secure  some  limitation  in  the  applica- 
tion of  this  money  he  should  support  his 
hon..  Friend. if  he  went  to  a  pi vision.     , 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  (Dover)  said,  the 
Amendment  before  the  Honse  was  not  to 
limit  thiB  section  to  estates  under  £30, 
bat  to  holdings  nnder  that  amount.  If 
the  Bill  was  to  go  through  in  its  present 
form  he  might  perhaps  vote  against  the 
Amendment;  but  why  should  they 
abandon  all  hope  of  converting  the 
Government  to  their  own  view,  that  a 
voluntary  clause  was  preferable  to  a 
compulsory  one?  Let  them  give  the 
Oovernment  the  benefit  of  the  doubt ; 
and  until  they  had  shown  they  would 
not  adopt  the  view  that  was  held  by  the 
Opposition,  he  could  not  support  an 
Amendment  which  would,  in  his  mind, 
damage  the  principle  of  voluntary  pur- 
chase. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  that,  of  course,  if 
the  Government  were  prepared  to  give 
an  undertaking  that  they  would  reduce 
their  Bill  to  the  purely  voluntary  prin- 
ciple he  should  agree  with  the  views  of 
the  hon.  Member  behind  him.  There 
was  not,  however,  the  slightest  hopes  of 
the  Government  doing  any  such  thing, 
and,  at  all  events,  until  they  did  he 
thought  sufficient  reason  was  shown  for 
limiting  the  number  of  persons  who  were 
to  come  under  this  Bill,  and  to  receive 
this  small  sum  of  £250,000.  He  had 
been  looking  through  the  Report  of  the 
Mathew  Commission,  and  he  would 
quote  one  case  on  the  Luggacurren 
estate,  owned  by  the  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe,  which  would  serve  to  show  how 
fimall  the  amount  of  money  was  which 
was  provided  for  carrying  out  the  oh* 
jects  of  this  mill  in  relation  to  the  large 
number  of  tenants  who  would  have  to 
come  in  if  this  Amendment  or  a  similar 
one  were  not  adopted.  On  the  Lugga- 
curren estate  there  was  one  holding  be- 
longing to  a  Mr.  Dunne.  He  held 
something  like  1 ,300  acres  at  a  rent  of 
£1,300  a  year.  Mr.  Dunne  was  one  of 
the  ringleaders  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign, 
and  was  evicted  from  his  holding.  Was 
this  House  going  to  allow  a  gentleman 
like  that,  who  held  1,300  acres  at  £1,300 
a  year,  to  come  in  and  claim  to  be  rein- 
stated in  his  holding?  Look  at  the 
great  injustice  which  anything  like  that 
would  inflict  I  In  the  first  place,  it  would 
allow  one  man,  at  the  cost  of  the  State, 
to  reap  a  large  amount  of  money  out  of 
all  proportion  to  the  money  which 
would  be  distributed  among  the  other 
evicted  tenants.     In  the  seoond  place, 


a  much  greater  amount  of  money 
970uld  be  required  by  the  State. 
It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  such  a 
tenant  could  be  put  back  against  the  Wish 
of  the  landlord,  and  therefore  that  the 
landlord  was  entitled  to  compensation. 
Had  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  considered 
the  amount  of  money  that  the  landlord 
must  have  expended  in  keeping  up  the 
farm  during  the  six  years  it  was  upon 
his  hands  ?  Such  a  case  as  that  might 
be  comparatively  rare,  but  there  were  a 
number  of  farms  that  had  been  let  at  a 
rental  of  from  £300  to  £400.  To  all  the 
questions  that  had  been  asked  by  hon. 
Members  on  his  side  of  the  House  the 
Government  had  apparently  but  one 
answer  to  make,  and  that  was  that  it 
would  be  a  matter  for  the  discretion  of 
the  tribunal.  That  seemed  to  him  a 
preposterous  answer  to  make.  If  the 
Grovernment  were  willing  to  pass  one  Act 
of  Parliament  which  was  to  be  construed 
according  to  the  discretion  of  a  limited 
tribunal,  why  should  they  hesitate  to 
adopt  that  course  in  other  cases  ?  For 
example,  why  should  they  not  pass  a 
Land  Act  that  would  be  applied  in  the 
same  discretionary  way  ? 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  133  ; 
Noes  198.— (Division  List,  No.  190.) 

Mr.  HANBURY  moved,  in  page 
1,  line  5,  after  *' Ireland,**  to  insert 
'*  situate  on  any  estate  mentioned  in  the 
First  Schedule  to  this  Act.**  He  explained 
that  his  object  in  moving  this  Amend- 
ment was  to  make  the  Bill  a  practicable 
measure.  In  the  first  place,  if  they  were 
to  extend  the  scope  of  the  Bill  indefinitely 
so  as  to  take  in  tenants  of  all  descrip- 
tions who  had  been  evicted,  or  whose 
tenancy  had  terminated  between  1879 
and  November  Ist,  1894,  it  was  clear  that 
the  number  of  tenants  would  be  so  large 
that  the  small  sum  of  money  available 
for  this  purpose  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  It 
was  also  clear  that  they  were  tied  by  the 
limitation  of  time,  because  the  arbitrators 
were  only  appointed  for  two  years,  and 
if  they  did  not  strictly  limit  the  number 
of  tenants  who  could  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  arbitration,  two  years  would 
be  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  number  of 
cases  that  would  come  before  them. 
But,  assuming  that  there  was  this  large 
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number  of  teuante,  were  they  going  to 
be  dealt  with  on  the  principle  of  first 
come  first  served  ?  That  would  be  an 
unfair  principle  to  adopt.  Or  were  they 
to  refuse  to  deal  with  any  of  them  until 
all  the  tenants  had  sent  in  their  claims  ? 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  desired  to  call 
attention,  as  a  point  of  Order,  to  a  ruling 
made  in  the  Arrears  Act  of  1882,  with 
regard  to  a  schedule  made  by  Mr.  Flay- 
fair,  who  was  then  Chairman.  Mr.  Gib- 
son (the  late  Irish  Lord  Chancellor)  had 
made  a  Motion,  and  the  Chairman  stated 
that  no  Amendment  could  be  moved  in 
reference  to  a  schedule  which  was  not 
before  the  Committee,  and  that  this 
should  be  done  on  Report. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  pointed  out  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Preston  that  it  was 
out  of  Order  to  move  an  Amendment  to 
a  schedule  which  had  not  been  brought 
up,  but  ^ince  then  he  has  brought  up  a 
schedule 

Mr.  f.  M.  HEALY  :  I  submit  that, 
according  to  Mr.  Playfair*s  ruling  of  that 
day,  it  is  not  competent  for  any  hon. 
Member  to  move  a  schedule  which  did 
not  exist,  and  that  it  goes  the  length  of 
saying  that  it  cannot  even  be  brought  up. 

The  chairman  :  I  do  not  think 
the  ruling  went  so  far  as  that.  An  hon. 
Member  is  always  at  liberty  to  move  an 
Amendment  with  a  schedule.  As  the 
original  Amendment  was  ruled  out  of 
Order,  the  hon.  Member  has  brought  up 
an  Amendment  and  a  new  sche<lule,  so 
that  he  has  practically  put  himself  in 
Order. 

Mr.  H anbury  remarked  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
Louth  had  raised  a  good  number  of 
points  of  Order  without  success.  When 
he  was  interrupted  by  the  hon.  Member 
he  was  about  to  state  the  reasons  which 
induced  him  to  put  down  the  Amend- 
ment with  reference  to  the  time.  One 
year  only  would  be  allowed  wherein  to 
lodge  claims.  The  result  would,  there- 
fore, be  that  one  year  only  would  be 
available  to  deal  with  the  enormous  mass 
of  claims  sent  in,  and  this  period  was  far 
too  short.  With  the  view,  therefore, 
of  making  the  Bill  a  practical  one,  he 
moved  this  Amendment,  because  it  was 
necessary  that  the  Committee  should  act 
in  this  matter  in  the  full  light  of  day,  and 
should  know  exactly  with  what  tenants 
they  were  dealing.  A  great  number  of  evic- 
tipns  had  taken  place  since  1879,  and 


opinions  differed  largely  as  to  the  num- 
ber. The  right  hon.  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  put  the  number  at  30,000, 
and  the  evictions  were  going  on  even 
now  under  the  rule  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary. The  Chief  Secretary  said  that  the 
number  was  only  about  3,900 ;  but  he 
should  like  to  know  where  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  got  that  information  ?  Some 
definite  information  was  needed  as  to  the 
number  of  tenants  and  as  to  what  tenants 
were  likely  to  apply.  About  1,403 
tenants  on  the  Plan  of  Campaign  estates 
had  the  opportunity  of  sending  in  their 
claims  under  the  Mathew  Commission, 
and  there  were  2,755  more.  He  proposed, 
therefore,  that  these  men  should  be  the 
tenants  dealt  with  under  the  Bill,  and 
this  number  was  sufficient  to  occupy  the 
whole  time  of  the  arbitrators.  They 
were  the  most  important  class  of  tenants, 
and  they  were  those  in  whom  the  Irish 
Members  had  taken  most  interest  and 
knew  most  about.  If  they  were  the  most 
dangerous  tenants  and  those  with  whom 
they  ought  to  deal  first,  then  let  them  be 
put  in  the  forefront.  If  any  class  of 
evicted  tenants  were  to  be  singled  out, 
surely  it  was  those  who  had  already  sent 
in  claims.  Their  number  was  quite  as 
great  as  the  arbitrators  would  be  able  to 
deal  with  in  a  single,  year,  and  for  that 
reason  he  begged  to  move  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  5, 
after  the  word  "  Ireland,*'  to  insert  the 
words  "  situate  on  any  estate  mentioned 
in  the  First  Schedule  to  this  Act." — {Mr. 
Ifanbury.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  remarked  that 
it  seemed  to  him  that  the  Amendment 
hinged  on  the  Schedule,  and  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  Committee  to  discuss  an 
Amendment  which  referred  to  the  Sche- 
dule if  they  did  not  know  what  the 
Schedule  was. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said,  the  Schetlule 
had  reference  to  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
tenants,  and  was  the  Schedule  of  the 
Mathew  Commission. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  wrong.  The  Schedule  in  ques- 
tion was  not  confined  to  Plan  of  CampaigUt 
estates,  but  included  Lord  Cloncurry's  and 
another  estate  where  evictions  took  place 
ii^l882. 
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The  chairman  said,  he  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  this  method  of 
moving  the  Amendment  was  a  most  in- 
convenient coarse  to  adopt. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  that  to 
show  what  mature  consideration  the 
hon.  Member  for  Preston  had  given  to 
this  important  matter  of  the  Schedule  he 
might  mention  that  the  hon.  Member  had 
simply  taken  the  list  given  on  page  10 
of  the  Mathew  Commission  Report  with 
the  exception  of  the  estate  of  tlie  hon. 
Member  for  South  Hunts.  What  weight 
could  the  Committee  attach  to  an 
Amendment  and  a  schedule  defining  the 
area  over  which  the  Bill  was  to  extend 
when  the  schedule  of  the  hon.  Member 
was  taken  at  random  from  the  pages  of 
that  Report,  and  of  which  he  knew  so 
little  as  to  say  they  were  all  Plan  of 
Campaign  estates,  when  there  were  two 
which  were  not  Plan  of  Campaign  estates 
on  which  evictions  took  place  in  1882  ? 
He  thought  that  he  might  be  dispensed 
from  the  necessity  of  arguing  upon  a  case 
presented  to  the  Committee  in  that  way. 
In  selecting  these  estates  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  doing  that  which  hon.  Members 
who  sat  around  him  had  declared  they 
would  not  do — that  was  to  say,  give 
special  favour  to  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
tenants. 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said,  if  he  was 
compelled  to  choose  between  the  evictions 
that  took  place  between  1879  and  1886, 
and  those  which  took  place  after  1886 
on  the  Plan  of  Campaign  estates,!  he 
should  vote  for  the  former,  and  for  this 
reason  :  If  they  were  going  to  consider 
the  question  at  all,  there  was  something 
to  be  said  against  the  evictions  which  took 
place  after  1879  and  up  to  1882,  for  the 
House  of  Lords  threw  out  the  Compensa- 
tion for  Disturbance  Bill,  which  might 
have  saved  these  evictions.  But  when 
they  came  to  consider  the  evictions 
which  took  place  after  1886— that  was 
the  Plan  of  Campaign  evictions,  he 
was  absolutely  clear  in  his  own  mind 
that  there  was  nothing  to  be  said  for 
them  on  the  merits  at  all.  What  was 
the  hon.  Member  for  Preston  doing  ? 
He  was  compelling  them  to  elect  be- 
tween the  evictions  from  1879  to  1886, 
and  from  1886  to  1890,  and  was  asking 
them  to  deify  the  Plan  of  Campaign. 
He  should  have  nothing  to  do  with 
any  such  policy,  and  he  could  not  conceive 
that  it  could  receive  any  support  from  hon. 


Gentlemen  opposite  who  had  declared 
over  and  over  again  that  they  would  hold 
no  terms  whatever  with  the  Plan  of 
Campaigners.  He  considered  the  Amend- 
ment ought  not  to  be  persisted  in. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said,  there  was, 
undoubtedly,  some  force  in  the  objection 
raised  by  the  hon.  Xrentleman  opposite 
that  in  extending  this  Amendment  they 
were  extending  the  favours  of  this  Bill 
to  a  list  which  if  it  was  not  the  same  as 
the  list  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign  estates, 
broadly  speaking,  coincided  with  it.  He 
did  not  think  that  was  what  his  hon. 
Friend  intended  by  his  Amendment. 
He  said  the  speech  of  his  hon.  Friend 
who  introduced  the  Amendment  was 
largely  based  upon  the  very  sound  con- 
sideration that  they  ought  to  legislate  for 
estates  about  which  they  knew  some- 
thing and  for  tenants  as  to  whom  they 
had  made  inquiry  rather  than(^^r  estates 
and  tenants  of  w^hich  they  knew  nothing 
and  as  to  whom  there  had  been  no 
inquiry.  They  had  all  felt  that  they 
were  asked  to  legislate  for  all  Ireland  and 
for  15  years  on  a  Report  which  did  not 
deal  with  all  Ireland  and  which  only  re- 
ferred to  four  or  five  years.  The 
Amendment  exposed  what  was  the  real 
purpose  of  the  Bill — namely,  to  give 
relief  to  the  promoters  and  the  victims 
of  the  Plan  of  Campaign,  and  it  showed 
it  in  its  true  light  as  an  expedient  to 
relieve  certain  Irishmen  of  obligations 
which  they  had  undertaken.  Having 
served  its  purpose  be  would  suggest  to 
his  hon.  Friend  that  it  would  not  be  wise 
to  insist  on  a  Division.  They  had  had  a 
not  uuinstructive  discussion  and  had 
practically  gained  their  object. 

Mr.  mac  NEILL  :  Yes,  wasting 
time. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said,  the  time 
had,  in  their  opinion',  'been  by  no  means 
wasted. 

Mr.  CARSON  said,  he  wished  only 
to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  point  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member  as  to  why  the  estate 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Hunts 
should  be  excluded  from  the  operation  of 
the  Bill.  The  Mathew  Commission 
actually  found  that  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
was  started  on  that  estate  not  because  of 
anything  that  had  occurred  between  the 
owner  and  his  tenantry,  but  becaase  the 
former  had  ventured  to  interfere  in  a 
dispute  on  a  wholly  different  property. 
Surely   it    would   not  be  suggested  the 
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arbfUiitors  were  bonnd  io  a  case  like  that 
to  interfere  in  order  to  restore  these 
tenants  to  their  holdings. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  KENNY  (Dublin,  St. 
Stepben^s  Green)  said,  the  object  of  the 
next  Amendment  which  stood  in  his 
name  was  to  give  a  specific  and  definite 
meaning  to  the  word  ^*  holding  '*  in  the 
first  sub-section.  There  was  some  dis- 
CQSsion  on  the  point  in  the  course  of  the 
Debate  on  the  Second  Reading,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  not  now  have  aiidressed 
to  them  the  argument  already  put 
forward  by  the  Government  that  night, 
that  they  had  no  wish  to  specify  any 
category.  The  57th  section  of  the  Act, 
1881,  provided  that  a  holding  should 
mean  a  parcel  of  land,  and  his  hon.  Friend 
had  pointed  out  that  unless  they  had  in 
this  Bill  some  definition  the  word 
might  be  taken  to  include  demesne  lands 
and  town  parks,  and  would  not  neces- 
sarily be  confined  to  agricultural  or 
pastUT&l  laud.  Surely  the  Government 
did  not  intend  to  bring  such  holdings  as 
those  within  the  purview  of  the  Bill  ?  He 
thought  the  Amendment  was  essential, 
and  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
accept  it. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
5,  after  the  word  *'  Ireland,"  to  insert  the 
words — 

*'  to  which  before  its  determination  Tlie  Land 
Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881,  as  amende<{  by  The 
Laml  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  •  1887,  applied  or 
would  have  api^ied  had  such  tenancy  been 
existing  at  the  passing  of  the  said  Act  of  1881*" 
-^Afr.   W,  Kenny,-) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  he  thought  a 
very  few  sentences  would  suffice  to 
describe  the  attitude  of  the  Government 
towards  the  Amendment.  They  thought 
the  proper  place  in  which  to  settle  the 
point  would  be  in  the  Definition  Clause. 
It  was  fair  that  they  should  be  asked 
whether  they  did  mean  or  not  to  retain 
the  various  categories  of  exclusion 
enumerated  in  the  58th  section  of  the  Act 
of  188).  They  did  propose  to  maintain 
those  categories  of  exclusion,  and  he 
hoped  this  would  be  satisfactory  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  that  if  the 
Amendment  were  inserted  as  it  stood 
functions     would    be    imposed    on    the 


arbitrators  which  it  would  be  impossible 
for  them  to  discharge.  Let  them  take 
the  case  of  tenants  evicted  in  1879  or 
1880.  Surely  the  only  thing  to  be  done 
in  that  case  was  to  enable  them,  in  the 
first  instance  if  they  desired  to  have  a 
fair  rent  fixed,  to  go  before  the  regular 
tribunal. 

Mr.  CARSON  said,  that  he  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  undertaking  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  he  under- 
stood it — namely,  that  an  Amendment 
would  be  inserted  in  the  Definition  Clause 
which  would  exclude  from  the  operation 
of  the  Bill  all  tenants  who  could  not 
have  come  into  Court  to  have  a  fair  rent 
fixed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
1881  as  amended  by  the  Act  of  1887. 
Therefore,  no  one  would  have  a  right  to 
apply  under  this  Act  who  held  a  purely 
pastural  farm,  or  any  such  holdings  as 
were  detailed  in  Section  58  of  the  Act 
referred  to.  If  that  were  the  meaning  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  he  should 
advise  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
opposite  to  withdraw  his  present  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  could  not 
accept  any  such  understanding,  and  he 
for  one  would  not  wish  to  be  bound  by  it. 
He  hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  bind  himself  by  any  pledge 
that  would  exclude  from  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  the  tenants  who  could  not  take 
advantage  of  the  Act  of  1881  because 
they  were  evicted  before  it  was  passed. 
If  these  tenants  were  entitled  to  have  a 
fair  rent  fixed  they  could  go  before  the 
Sub-Commissioners  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  But,  sup- 
posing the  Bill  stands  as  it  is  framed  and 
the  tenant  is  admitted,  the  arbitrators 
would  be  forced  to  fix  the  rent. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  If  the  landlord 
agrees. 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  pointed  out 
that  the  Land  Commission  might  sub- 
sequently decide  that  the  particular 
tenant  did  not  come  within  ihe  operation 
of  the  Act  of  1881,  and  the  result  would 
be,  as  he  had  gone  back  into  possession, 
that  it  might  be  troublesome  to  get  him 
out  again. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  mistake  upon  this  point. 
They  intended  that  the  holdings  dealt 
with  under  the  Bill  should  be  those 
specified  in  the  Act  of  1881,  agricultural 
and  pastural  holdings,  and  they  intended 
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to  exclude  from  the  operation  of  the  Act 
those  holdingt  which  were  precluded  by 
Section  56  of  the  Act  of  188 1  from  having 
a  fair  rent  fixed.  That  was  the  policj  of 
the  Bill.  Speaking  broadly,  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  wish  and  had  no  intention 
of  putting  a  reinstated  tenant  in  a  better 
position  than  he  would  have  occupied  if 
he  had  not  been  evicted.  The  desire 
and  intention  was  to  place  him  in  the 
exact  position  he  occupied  before  he  was 
displaced,  and  no  tenants  who  were 
excluded  from  the  provisions  of  the  Acts 
of  1881  and  1887  will  come  within  the 
operation  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  S£XT0N  asked  as  to  the  case  of 
tenants  from  year  to  year  evicted  by  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1881,  and  lease- 
holders evicted  by  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1887.  Would  they  come  within 
the  purview  of  the  Bill  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  I  ought  to  have 
said  the  Land  Act  of  1881  and  the  Acts 
amending  it. 

Mr.  SEXTON  hoped  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  proposal  would  not 
have  the  effect  of  excluding  from  the 
Bill  the  tenants  who  ought  to  come 
within  the  provisions  of  tbe  Actof  1881 . 
The  right  of  a  tenant  to  come  in  ought 
not  to  be  left  to  tbe  decision  of  tbe 
arbitrators.  Surely,  before  they  finally 
determined  so  difficult  and  delicate  a  legal 
point,  the  tenants  ought  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  going  before  the  Land 
Commission  and  getting  a  legal  decision 
in  the  ordinary  way. 

Mr.  W.  KENNY  thought  that 
the  object  of  the  Chief  Secretary  was  to 
have  clearly  specified  in  the  Act  the 
class  of  tenants  which  would  not  come 
within  its  purview.  As  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  given  an  undertaking  to 
deal  with  the  point  in  the  Definition 
Clause,  and  had  indicated  that  holdings 
mentioned  in  the  68th  section  of  the  Act 
of  1881  were  to  be  excluded,  he  asked 
leave  to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  that  he  agreetl 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Kerry 
that  the  decision  of  the  arbitrators  as  to 
the  right  of  a  tenant  to  come  in  under  the 
Bill  should  not  finally  exclude  the  tenant 
from  the  Bill. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  thought  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kerry  hiMl  raised 
a  very  important  question,  which  he 
trusted  would  receive  due  consideration 
when  the  subject  again  came  on  for  dis- 

Mr,  J,  Morley 


cuseioD.  There  was  an  Amendment 
further  down  on  the  Paper  which  raised 
the  same  pointy  and  he  hoped  it  would 
have  the  support  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said,  he  could  not  view 
with  very  much  favour  the  suggestion  of 
tbe  Chief  Secretary.  He  did  not  think 
there  should  be  any  such  exclusion  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  referred  to. 
These  tenants  ought  to  be  allowed  to  go 
before  the  arbitrators,  and  to  apply  also  to 
the  Land  Commission  to  have  a  fair  rent 
fixed. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  Unless  he  agrees 
with  the  landlord. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  Yes,  but  if  he  is  not 
entitled  under  the  Act  of  1881,  then  you 
exclude  him  from  the  benefits  of  this 
Bill.  I,  for  my  part«  cannot  accept  their 
absolute  exclusion. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  barton,  in  the  absence  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Islington, 
moved  an  Amendment  to  exclude  from 
the  operation  of  tbe  Bill  all  tenancies  of 
holdings  '*  upon  which  a  judicial  rent  had 
not  been  fixed  before  the  date  of  the 
determination  thereof/'  These  tenants 
who  had  had  a  presumably  fair  rent 
fixed,  and  had  yet  not  paid  their  rent, 
would  come  back  and  say — **  You  must 
reinstate  us,  although  you  have  fixed 
our  rents  as  fair."  He  ventured  to 
submit  his  Amendment  on  these  grounds 
— namely,  that  the  Bill  should  apply 
to  the  cases  in  which  the  Legislature 
had  not  come  forward  to  help,  and  should 
not  apply  to  the  cases  in  which  an  actual 
fair  rent  had  been  fixed  by  Act  of 
Parliament. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  o, 
after  the  word  **  Ireland,**  to  insert  the 
words 

"upon  which  a  judicial  rent  had  not  been 
flxerl  before  tbe  date  of  the  determination 
thereof."— ('Vr.  Barton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  The  hon. 
and  learned  Grentleman  forgets  that  the 
Relief  Act  of  1887  never  dreamt  of  ex- 
cluding tenants  who  had  had  judicial 
rents  fixed.  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
exactly  those  tenants  who  were  entitled 
to  the  relief  extended  by  tbe  Act.  There 
is  another  smaller  point  which  I  should 
like  to  take  against  the  hon.  and  learned 
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Member's  AmendmeDt.  There  are,' 
amoDg  those  oontemplated  in  this  Bill, 
tenants  who  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
Land  Act  of  1881  had  rents  fixed  which 
are  now  admitted  to  be  higher  in  their 
scale  than  they  have  been  since.  If  we 
were  to  accept  the  Amendment  these 
would  be  excluded. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  Act  of 
1887  did  not  apply  the  scale  to  a  present 
rent  fixed  in  Court,  if  my  memory  serves 
me  rightly.  It  only  dealt  with  rents 
fixed  before  a  certain  period;  not,  I  think, 
up  to  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Very  nearly.  It 
applied  to  rents  fixed  from  1881  to  1886. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  Up  to  the 
November  gale  of  1886. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  did  not 
think  the  argument  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary very  conclusive.  The  tenants  to  be 
relieved  under  this  Bill  had  a  perfectly 
fair  rentr— [Cric*  of  "Oh!"]— which 
they  did  not  pay,  otherwise  they 
could  not  have  been  evicted.  Tenants 
who,  had  not  had  fair  rents  fixed 
might  say  their  rents  were  too  high, 
and,  in  that  case,  there  was  a  case  for 
giving  them  relief  ;  but  the  tenants  who 
had  a  fair  rent  fixed  ought  to  have  paid 
that  fair  rent,  and  ought  to  receive  no 
relief.  The  Amendment  was  a  very 
sound  one,  and  ought  to  be  supported  by 
the  House. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  UANBURY  moved,  in  page 
1,  line  6,  after  "determined,"  to  in- 
sert "once  only."  He  said  his  motive 
for  the  Amendment  was  this  :  that  in  the 
course  of  the  15  years  a  tenancy  might 
have  been  determined  several  times,  and 
what,  he  asked,  was  to  be  done  in  that 
case  ?  Was  it  to  be  left  to  the 
arbitrators  to  say  which  of  four  or  five 
tenants  was  to  have  the  best  claim,  or 
was  it  to  be  the  last  tenant  ?  There  was 
no  provision  in  the  Bill  to  meet  such  a 
case.  It  would  be  very  hard  on  the 
tenant  whose  tenancy  had  last  deter- 
mined that  he  should  be  supplanted  by  a 
man  who  might  have  left  that  part  of  the 
country  for  four  or  five  years.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  onght  to  have  a  definite 
rule  on  this  point.  Undoubtedly  there 
had  been  such  cases.  He  saw  in  the 
evidenoe  of  the  Mathew*  Commission,  on 
page  20,  that  the  difference  between  the 
aambfr    of  Plan    of  Campaign  tenants 


evicted  and  the  number  of  evicted  farms 
was  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that,  in  a 
number  of  cases,  two  evictions  took  place 
on  the  same  farm. 

Several  Irish  Mbmbers  :  Sub-tenants. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said,  he  did  not  care 
whether  they  were  sub-tenants  or  not, 
but  he  did  not  think  they  were  sub- 
tenants. The  number  of  farms  was  1,350, 
and  the  number  of  tenants  evicted  was 
1,403.  Sub-tenants  were  in  a  different 
column.  Therefore,  they  might  have 
1,403  tenants  applying  for  1,350  farms, 
showing,  on  the  face  of  the  Return,  53 
eases  of  double  tenancy,  and  there  was 
no  mention  of  their  being  joint  tenants. 
He  thought  they  ought  to  have  some  in- 
formation from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
as  to  how  he  intended  to  deal  with  cases 
of  this  kind. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
6,  after  the  word  "  determined,"  to  insert 
the  words  "once  only." — (Mr.  Han" 
bury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted. 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  was  of  opinion  that 
it  might  be  left  to  the  arbitrators  to  select 
the  more  meritorious  cases. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  According  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  the  man 
who  has  been  evicted  once  is  not  so  de- 
serving of  the  sympathy  of  this  House 
as  the  man  who  has  been  evicted  twice, 
although  the  probability  is  that  the  man 
who  had  already  been  evicted  twice,  when 
compulsorily  reinstated,  will  shortly  re- 
quire to  be  evicted  again.  Are  we  to  be 
asked  to  pass  another  Bill  for  again 
reinstating  him  ?  I  hope  this  arbitra- 
tion Commission  will  not  be  particularly 
anxious  to  exercise  their  delicate  func- 
tions in  again  putting  on  a  farm  a  man 
who  has  twice  shown  himself  incapable 
of  working  it  at  a  profit.  I  leave  that 
case  which  has  so  touched  the  sympathetic 
soul  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
and  I  turn  to  the  case  where  two  men 
have  been  evicted  from  the  same  farm. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  thought 
these  cases  would  give  the  Commission 
an  opportunity  of  showing  what  excel- 
lent stuff  it  was  made  of*  But  how  on 
earth  are  these  three  gentlemen  going  to 
decide  ?  I  liave  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  only  possible  way  of  determining 
the  merits  of  the  rival  claimants  is  to 
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consider  who  is  the  most  dangerous — 
who  is  the  greatest  menace  to  the  safety 
and  the  peace  of  the  neighbourhood. 
That  is  the  man  entitled  to  consideration, 
or  to  be  put  back,  and  his  more  peaceable 
and  quiescent  rival  has  no  chance  in  this 
struggle.  I  do  not  know  that  my  hon. 
Friend  has  raised  his  Amendment  in  the 
very  best  way,  but  certainly  the  point 
he  has  raised  is  a  substantial  one. 

Mr.  E.  J.  C.  MORTON  said,  the 
case  of  the  Bodyke  tenants  bore  exactly 
on  the  point.  They  were  evicted  in  1887, 
because  they  simply  could  not  pay  their 
rents,  and  then  a  settlement  was  made  with 
the  landlord,  by  which  they  were  to  pay 
33s.  an  acre  rent,  while  on  the  adjoining 
estate  of  Lord  Leconfield  land  of  a  pre- 
cisely similar  character  was  let  for  lis. 
an  acre.  In  the  autumn  of  1892  Colonel 
O^Callaghan  sought  to  raise  the  rents 
from  33s.  to  44s.  an  acre,  and  some  of 
these  tenants  had  been  evicted  since.  No 
one  who  had  the  slightest  knowledge  of 
the  facts  could  say  that  these  Bodyke 
tenants  were  to  blame  for  their  eviction. 
He  believed  he  was  right  in  saying  that 
the  Plan  of  Campaign  was  never  adopted 
on  the  Bodyke  estate.  Here  was  a  set  of 
tenants  paying  four  times  the  value  of  the 
land  as  estimated  by  Lord  Leconfield,  and 
they  had  been  twice  evicted  ;  and  if  the 
words  of  this  Amendment  were  adopted 
they  would  not  receive  the  benefit  of  the 
Bill. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present. 

Sir  R.  TEMPLE  (Surrey,  Kingston) 
said,  his  reason  for  rising  was  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Devonport  (Mr.  E.  J.  C. 
Morton)  had  attacked  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Preston  (Mr.  Hanbury), 
and  it  was  desirable  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber should  be  answered  by  an  English 
Member.  The  hon.  Member  for  Devon- 
port  had  adduced  the  case  of  Bodyke  as 
one  that  would  be  very  seriously  affected 
by  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  E.  J.  C.  MORTON  said,  his 
point  was  that  Bodyke  was  a  place  where 
the  same  set  of  people  had  been  evicted 
twice  over,  and  the  second  eviction  could 
not  have  been  investigated  by  the  Mathew 
Commission. 

Sir  R.  temple  said,  the  reply  was 
that  it  was  impossible  for  Members  to 
enter  into  the  merits  of  this  particular 
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case,  or  to  accept  it  as  being  truly  rele- 
vant to  the  question.  The  hon.  Member 
seemed  to  considm*  that  if  a  man  had 
been  evicted  twice  within  the  last  few 
years  his  case  was  peculiarly  hard. 

Mr.  E.  J.  C.  MORTON  said,  his 
argrument  was  that  the  Amendment 
would  exclude  that  case. 

Sir  R.  temple  said,  the  question 
whether  a  man  who  had  been  evicted 
twice  within  the  last  15  years  could  be 
a  fit  object  for  the  merciful  arrangements 
contemplated  by  the  Bill  was  one  for 
the  Committee  to  consider.  He  con- 
tended that  he  was  not  a  fit  object. 
Within  that  period  of  time  there  had 
been  passed  an  Act  for  the  reduction  of 
rents,  and  then  an  Act  for  a  revision  of 
judicial  rents.  If  there  had  been  two 
evictions  within  the  period  there  might, 
as  his  hon.  Friebd  had  pointed  out,  have 
been  two  claimants  for  the  same  farm. 
In  such  a  case  what  in  the  world  were 
the  arbitrators  to  do  ?  Were  they  to  sit 
like  King  Solomon  giving  judgment  be- 
tween the  rival  mothers  ?  If  on^  man 
was  comparatively  deserving  and  the 
other  was  wholly  undeserving  they  might 
have  no  difficulty,  but  this  was  not 
likely  to  be  the  case.  The  two  men 
would  probably  be  either  equally  de- 
serving or  equally  nndeserviiig,  and  the 
Commissioners  would  be  unable  to 
satisfy  both.  If  it  should  be  impossible 
for  the  arbitrators  to  arrive  at  a  just 
decision  it  would  be  better  to  exclude  the 
matter  from  their  consideration  alto- 
gether. Let  them  not  be  given  juris- 
diction in  a  class  of  cases  where  they 
could  not  exercise  it  satisfactorily. 
He  desired  to  impress  upon  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary, if  they  appointed  arbitrators,  that 
there  should  be  some  clear  terms  of 
reference  in  order  that  the  arbitrators 
might  understand  the  limits  of  their 
duties.  It  would  not  do  to  give  them  a 
roving  commission  over  an  unknown 
class  of  cases,  without  any  instructions 
whatever  and  without  any  terms  of 
reference  being  laid  down.  He  earnestly 
hoped  that  the  Government  wonld  give 
this  matter  their  consideration  before  it 
was  too  late.  If  his  hon.  Friend  went  to 
a  Division  he  would  be  glad  to  support 
him. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said,  he 
had  some  misapprehension  as  to  the  scope 
of  the    Amendment    which    had    been 
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moved.  He  took  it,  boweyer,  tiiat  it  con* 
fined  the  cases  to  such  as  those  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Baroaet  who  had  just  sat 
down — those  of  separate  eviotions  on  the 
same  estate.  He  did  not  see  why  par- 
ticular arraagements  should  be  made  in 
the  case  of  persons  who  had  been 
twice  evicted  from  the  same  estate. 
What  they  had  to  consider  was  a  matter 
which  he  did  not  think  had  been  properly 
brought  before  the  Committee.  The 
question  was,  whether  the  arbitrators 
shoald  be  instructed  how  to  proceed  in 
dealing  with  the  two  cases  of  claimants 
for  one  farm  ?  These  were  not  hypo- 
thetical cases,  they  were  actual  oases, 
because  they  knew  as  a  matter  of  fact 
that  two  men  had  frequently  been  evicted 
from  the  same  holding  witlun  the  period 
of  14  or  15  years  which  this  Bill  em- 
braced. Hon.  Members  would  remember 
that  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill  it  was  proposed  to  set 
aside  the  Statute  of  Limitations,  and  it  was 
necessary  that  the  arbitrators  should  have 
some  definite  instructions  what  they 
should  do  in  the  case  of  two  rival  tenants 
who  had  been  evicted  from  the  same 
farm.  According  to  the  Bill,  the  claimant 
had  simply  to  give  notice  to  the  present 
occupier  to  determine  the  tenancy,  and 
yet  this  man  might  have  paid  to  the  out- 
going tenant  a  sum  of  money  for  his 
right  to  enter.  Snch  payments  had  been 
made  over  and  over  again,  even  before 
the  tenant  had  a  tenant  right  in  the 
estate  to  his  improvements.  The  hon. 
Baronet  who  had  last  spoken  bad 
talked  of  the  questions  raised  under 
the  Bill  as  subjects  for  the  wisdom 
of  Solomon,  but  he  would  go  further,  and 
assert  that  this  Bill  would  constitute  a 
problem  for  Solomon.  The  question  was, 
how  were  the  arbitrators  to  decide  be- 
tween the  two  rival  claimants  ?  If  they 
should  determine  to  cut  a  holding  in  two 
and  give  one-half  to  each  claimant,  would 
they  go  further  and  cut  the  dwelling- 
house  in  two  also  ?  If  they  did  not  do 
so  the  Government  would  have  substi- 
tuted one  grievance  for  another,  and  the 
tenant  who  was.  put  in  possession  under 
the  Bill  would  have  an  armed  watch-dog 
to  harass  him.  Then,  in  the  case  of  two 
claimants  to  the  title  of  an  estate^  sup- 
pose one  should  forego  his  right,  what 
would  the  arbitrators  do  ?  He. thought 
the  only  way  in  the  case  of  two  claimants 
would  be  to  proceed  by  interpleader,  so 


that  it  might  be  determined  which  of 
them  had  the  best  claim.  The  Bill,  how- 
ever, contained  no  such  provision,  but  left 
to  the  three  arbitrators  the  power  of  dis- 
pensing justice  like  so  many  cadis  sitting 
under  a  tree.  He  thought  it  was  right 
that  they  should  press  the  Amendment, 
inasmuch  as  they  were  asked  to  rely 
absolately  on  the  discretion  of  the  arbi- 
trators. It  was  impossible  for  them 
without  some  guidance  to  arrive  at 
any  oertain  line  of  conduct  with 
regard  to  oases  of  this  kind.  The  Go- 
vernment would  be  face  to  face  with  a 
vast  amount  of  discontent  if  they  allowed 
this  ambiguity  to  remain  on  the  face  of 
the  Bill.  He  considered  that  the  Amend- 
ment was  a  perfectly  reasonable  pro- 
posal, and,  as  snch,  he  was  prepared  to 
support  it,  and  hoped  it  would  be  given 
effect  to. 

Sir  R.  TEMPLE  asked  for  an  answer 
to  the  question  whether  it  would  be  pos- 
sible for  the  arbitrators  to  divide  the 
holding  between  two  rival  claimants  who 
had  both  been  evicted  from  the  same 
holding  since  1879  ? 

Mr.  J.  MOELEY  said,  that  he  took 
it  that  the  arbitrators,  if  they  became,  as 
he  hoped  and  assumed  they  would  be- 
come, the  tribunal  for  dealing  with  these 
matters,  would  have  regard  to  all  the 
equities  of  the  case.  He  could  not  say 
anything  more  precise  than  that. 

Mr.  BARTON  said,  he  thought  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  given  a  very 
unsatisfactory  reply  to  thb  hon.  Baronet, 
and  it  showed  the  extraordinary  upset 
which  would  be  made  in  ordinary  busi« 
ness.  There  were  two  cases,  at  least, 
which  would  have  to  come  before  the 
arbitrators.  The  Chief  Secretary  pro- 
posed to  allow  to  be  put  in  the  claims  of  per- 
sons twice  evicted  from  the  same  holding. 
The  question  arose  whether  those  persons 
ought  to  be  put  back  at  all,  having  been 
twice  evicted  for  non-payment  of  rent. 
Was  it  fair  to  assume  that  a  man  who  had 
been  twice  evicted  should  be  put  back  ? 
Either  he  must  be  a  very  unlucky  man 
or  a  "good-for-nothing."  Then  they 
came  to  the  case  of  the  two  different 
tenants  who  might  have  held  the  same 
holding.  The  one  might  have  held  up 
to  1880,  and  the  second  tenant  evicted 
might  have  held  up  to  1888.  In  the 
first  case  the  man  might  have  had  a 
graat  deal  of  difficulty  in  paying  his  rent, 
but  in  the  second  case  the  tenant  might 
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have  had  a  better  chaneev  because  he  had 
a  more  valuable  consideration  iu  his 
holding,  having  reaped  the  benefit  6f  his 
▼Mredecessor.  How  was  the  ease  to  be 
decided  between  these  two  ?  Were  they 
to  fight  it  out  or  to  toss  up  ?  The 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  had  suggested 
to  the  Government  that  probably  the 
man  who  had  taken  the  more  active  part 
in  the  Plan  of  Campaign  would  be  the 
person  most  entitled  to  the  farm.  They 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
mind  of  the  Government  was  most  un« 
settled  with  regard  to  their  Bill.  It  was 
not  too  much  to  ask  that  these  holdings 
should  be  excluded  from  the  Bill.  As 
to  the  second  aspect  of  the  case-^that  of 
a  man  who  during  fourteen  years  had 
been  twice  evicted-^id  the  Chief  Secre* 
tary  not  consider  that  it  was  impossible 
to  reinstate  him  in  that  event  ?  That 
was  the  question  which  they  had  to  con- 
sider in  connection  with  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said,  the  Committee 
had  heard  such  a  strange  explanation 
from  the  Chief  Secretary  with  regard  to 
the  course  the  arbitrators  might  take 
that  he  was  the  more  inclined  to  press 
the  Amendment.  The  question  which 
had  been  put  to  the  Chief  Secretary  was 
whether,  in  the  case  of  two  ex-tenants 
competing  for  a  farm,  it  would  be  within 
the  power  of  the  arbitrators  to  divide  it 
between  them  ?  Were  they  to  under- 
stand from  the  answer  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  that  that  would  be  left  to 
them  ?  He  contended  that  it  should  not 
be.  Unless  they  received  a  more  satis- 
factory answer  he  was  afraid  they  would 
have  to  introduce  other  Amendments  on 
the  subject. 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said,  he 
thought  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
do  well  to  give  his  attention  to  this 
matter.  His  own  view  was  that  the  fact 
of  two  tenants  having  been  evicted  from 
the  same  holding  in  fourteen  years  was 
a  very  good  reason  for  reinstating 
neither.  But  that  was  not  the  point 
immediately  before  them.  The  Chief 
Secretary  threw  the  responsibility  of 
deciding  back  on  the  arbitrators  as  to 
which  of  the  two  tenants  should  go  back. 
The  Solicitor  General  and  the  Chief 
Secretary  seemed  to  take  the  same  view, 
that  the  arbitrators  should  decide  the 
point.  He  knew  of  his  own  knowledge 
that  there  had  been  double  evictions  in 

Mr,  Barton 


Ireland  during  the  last  fourteen  years. 
The  arbitrators  would  have  to  decide 
which  of  the  two  tenants  evicted  ought 
to  be  reinstated.  This  was  not  a  matter 
which  they  should  leave  to  the  arbitra- 
tors  alone;  the  House  ou^ht  to  give 
them  some  guidance  as  to  which  of  the 
two  men  ought  to  be  reinstated,  if 
either  ought,  and  he  thought  they 
would  be  shirking  their  own  functions  if 
they  failed  to  give  these  instructions  to 
the  arbitrators. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY  said,  they  had 
been  considering  upstairs  for  some  con- 
siderable time  the  manner  in  whioh  the 
Land  Acts  had  been  carried  out,  and  they 
had  found  that  the  great  difficulty  in 
giving  effect  to  those  Acts  had  been  the 
fact  that  no  direetions  had  been  given  to 
the  Sub-Commissioners  as  to  how  they 
should  adjust  the  rents  that  came  before 
them.  Now  the  Gt>vernment  proposed 
to  set  up  another  tribunal,  a  semi-jiklicial 
tribunal,  which  would  be  more  in- 
capacitated than  the  one  preceding  it,  to 
give  full  effect  to  the  Land  Acts  which 
had  been  passed  during  the  last  14  years. 
They  should  not  leave  these  matters  to 
the  responsibility  of  the  arbitrators.  The 
Solicitor  General  said  that  in  the  case 
where  a  tenant  had  failed,  the  arbitrators 
would  decide  between  the  one  who  was 
industrious  and  the  other  who  had  been 
conneeted  with  the  Plan  of  Campaign. 
He  did  not  see  how  it  was  possible  for 
the  new  tribunal  to  decide  between  the 
merits  of  the  two.  He  was  rather 
inclined  to  think  that  it  would  be  very 
awkward  for  them^^if  they  decided  against 
the  tenant  who  had  come  out  on  the 
principle  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign.  The 
only  way,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  to  solve 
the  difftculty  between  the  two  rival 
tenants  would  be  for  the  arbitrators  to 
make  a  conditional  order  in  favour 
of  one  tenant,  and  then  that 
the  other  should  take  steps  to 
have  that  conditional  order  set  aside. 
The  tribunal  was  to  make  a  conditional 
order  in  favour  of  one  or  other  of  the 
applicants,  but  if  the  clause  was  left  in 
the  way  the  Chief  Secretary  proposed  to 
leave  it,  it  would  be  a  direct  incitement  to 
a  disappointed  man  to  use  every  engine 
in  his  power  to  remove  the  eiuccessfal 
man  from  the  farm  he  thought  he  ought 
to  have. 

Mr.  W.  KENNY  thought  this  was  a 
case  m  whioh  tbey  were  entitled  to  get 
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an  answer  from  the  Gorernment.  Under 
every  Amendment  tbey  were  told  thej 
must  not  interfere  with  these  vagne  and 
general  powers  conferred  by  this  clause. 
The  period  that  had  been  contemplated 
in  this  section  of  the  Bill  was  the  period 
of  15  years,  and  any  tenant  evicted  within 
that  period  could  apply  to  this  Council 
to  be  reinstated.  It  t«ras  not  impossible 
that  they  might  have  the  ease,  contem- 
plated by  the  Amendment,  of  two  tenants 
having  been  evicted  within  the  period 
where  there  was  a  primd  facte  case  for 
remstatement ;  in  the  district  they  might 
have  all  the  circumstances  that  would 
justify  a  reinstatement ;  they  might  have 
it  there  were  circumstances  under  which 
the  eviction  took  place  in  each  case,  and 
if  they  had  not  got  either  of  these  they 
might  have  other  general  sweeping  words 
contained  in  other  sub-sections  given  to 
this  tribunal  of  three  to  justify  them. 
But  how  were  they  to  come  to  a  conclu- 
sion as  between  the  two  petitions  ?  As 
to  the  notion  of  splitting  up  the  holding 
between  the  two,  he  thought  that  was 
perfectly  idle,  but  he  maintained  they 
were  entitled  to  some  answer  as  to  which 
tenant  was  entitled  to  get  the  holding. 

•Mr.  HAYES  FISHER  said,  the  diffi- 
culty would  arise  in  cases  where  there 
were  two  or  more  tenants  who  had  been 
evicted  between  1879  and  1894.  Was  he 
to  understand  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
arbitrators  to  decide  whether  the  whole  of 
the  holding  should  be  given  to  one  tenant  or 
whether  it  should  be  divided  between  two 
tenants  ;  was  that  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  meant  ?  He  could  not  help 
thinking  that  in  any  case  they  were 
placing  both  the  arbitrators  and  the 
tenants  in  a  very  difficult  position,  and 
that  both  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the 
learned  Solicitor  Greneral  were  playing 
into  the  hands  of  the  lawyers,  for  it 
was  to  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  arbi- 
trators to  say  which  of  two  tenants,  A 
evicted  in  1879  or  B  evicted  in  1884, 
should  be  entitled  to  petition  and  have  a 
conditional  order  made.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  say  in  his  Bill  which 
of  the  two  should  be  entitled  to  the 
holding,  it  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  Fisher) 
that  both  of  these  tenants,  or  if  there 
were  three  any  one  of  them,  would  be  able 
to  bring  an  action  in  the  ordinary  course 
to  have  it  declared  which  was  the  former 
tenant.  This  would  result  in  a  fruitful 
crop  of  litigation,  very    much    to    the 


benefit  of  the  lawyers,  with  whom,  he 
was  told,  just  now  trade  was  somewhat 
bad.  He  would  invite  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  attention  to  this,  and  ask 
him  to  say  if  he  intended  that  the  arbi- 
trators should  absolutely  decide,  without 
any  power  of  appeal,  as  to  whom  was 
the  foraier  tenant  ?  That  would  meet 
the  difficulty,  and  though  no  doubt  the 
tenant  who  failed  to  obtain  the  conditional 
order  would  feel  aggrieved,  it  would  stop 
him  from  bringing  an  action  to  establish 
what  he  might  consider  his  right. 

Mr.  BBODRICK  hoped  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  finally  settle  which  of 
the  two  tenants  was  to  be  entitled  to  the 
holding.  It  was  absurd  to  suppose  the 
arbitrators  should  decide  to  what  extent 
a  landlord  was  justified  in  evicting  one 
tenant  as  compared  with  another.  If 
they  were  to  pass  a  general  amnesty,  he 
would  point  out  that  the  landlord,  who 
was  the  primary  person  interested,  would 
have  no  appearance  before  these  arbi- 
trators at  all  ;  he  would  not  be  able  to 
give  any  evidence,  and  he  (Mr.  Brodrick) 
wished  to  know  whether  this  Star 
Chamber  was  to  sit  In  secret  and  to  decide 
without  hearing  the  parties,  at  all  events, 
without  hearing  the  landlord,  whether  a 
tenant  who  might  only  have  had  the 
holding  for  a  year  was  to  have  the  pre- 
ference over  a  tenant  who  might  have 
held  the  holding  for  a  generation  ?  From 
what  they  had  heard  upstairs — to  which 
he  would  only  allude  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  half  the  difficulties  they 
had  to  deal  with  there  were  due  to  the 
fact  that  no  sort  of  guidance  was  given 
to  the  Commissioners  how  they  were  to 
set  about  th'eir  work — the  Chief  Secre* 
tary  was  throwing  on  the  arbitrators  a 
new  duty,  which  none  of  them  knew 
until  this  evening  was  thrown  upon 
them  ;  and  from  that  it  would  seem  that 
he  had  learned  little  from  his  experience 
in  the  Conmiittee  Room  upstairs  during 
the  many  days  they  had  sat  there.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  undoubtedly 
learned  one  thing,  that  a  majority  was 
everything,  and  that  with  the  force  of  a 
majority  he  could  do  what  he  chose. 
Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  would 
favour  the  Committee  with  some  sta- 
tistics as  to  the  number  of  holdings  upon 
which  there  had  been  two  evictions  since 
1879?  Without  the  Amendment  he 
feared  the  Bill  would  only  lead  to  future 
trouble  in  Ireland. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1079  Evict*  d  Tenants  {COMMONS}  (Ireland)  Arbitration  BUI.  1080 


Mb.  HALDANE  (HaddiDgton)  said, 
there  was  some  misconception  in  the 
mind  of  the  hon.  Member  opposite  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  powers  which  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  most  confer  upon  the  arbitrators. 
It  was  not  the  practice  to  fetter  arbi* 
trators  in  this  countrj,  or«  so  far  as  he 
knew  in  Ireland,  with  directions  and  re- 
strictions on  law.  In  this  country,  if 
they  referred  a  matter  to  arbitration, 
they  referred  it  even  in  a  wider  manner 
than  to  the  Law  Courts,  because  they 
made  him  absolute  judge  of  the  law,  and 
no  matter  what  mistake  he  might  make 
so  long  as  it  did  not  appear  on  the  face 
of  the  award — and  he  took  care  that  it 
should  not — there  was  no  appeal. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Under  what  Act 
of  Parliament  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  said,  that  statutory 
arbitrations  and  all  kinds  of  arbitrators 
were  the  same  ;  after  the  reference  to  the 
arbitrator  there  was  no  appeal  and  no 
redress,  and  one  did  not  wish,  in  a  Bill 
of  this  kind,  that  it  should  be  presented 
in  a  form  that  would  make  it  difficult 
and  obnoxious.  The  essence  of  the  Bill 
was  that  they  had  chosen  three  men 
whom  they  were  proposing  to  trust,  and 
they  had  left  to  them  a  very  Urge  discre- 
tion as  to  the  way  in  which  they  would 
carry  it  out.  If  that  was  so,  he  asked 
why  should  they  withdraw  from  them 
the  choice  between  two  tenants  ?  That 
seemed  to  him  one  of  the  very  matters 
it  was  most  important  to  leave  to  the 
discretion  of  these  gentlemen ;  they 
would  know  the  facts  and  would  come 
to  the  matter  with  an  unfettered  discre- 
tion, looking  into  all  the  circumstances, 
so  that  they  could  do  justice  between 
man  and  man. 
•Mr.  BUCKNILL  (Surrey,  Epsom) 
said,  that  as  he  practised  in  the  Common 
Law  Division,  he  might  say  he  knew 
something  about  arbitration  cases,  and  it 
was  absolutely  incorrect  to  say  that  arbi- 
trators were  not  fettered  in  this  country. 
A  person  going  to  arbitration  in  this 
country  under  the  Arbitration  Act  passed 
a  few  years  ago  was,  as  the  learned 
Solicitor  General  knew  perfectly  well, 
entitled  to  ask  of  an  arbitrator  that  he 
should  state  a  special  case  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Court,  and  if  the  arbi- 
trator was  in  daoga*  of  going  wrong  in 
law  he  might  be  taken  to  the .  Court  on 
such  a  case  ;  it  was  only  on  questions 
of  fact,  where  he  acted  as  a  jury  and  took 


evidence  as  a  juryman,  that  his  decisioo 
was  always  held  to  be  final.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  shook  his  head, 
but  would  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
look  at  the  Act,  because  he  (Mr.  Buck- 
nill)  said  fearlessly  it  was  so,  and  he 
said  it  feelingly,  because  at  the  present 
moment,  there  was  a  case  of  his  going 
to  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and 
he  knew  exactly  the  machinery  by 
which  it  was  done.  It  was 
stated  the  arbitrators  were  to  have 
no  greater  power  than  arbitrators 
in  any  other  branch  of  the  law,  but  he 
affirmed,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  if  the  first  cUuse  was  to  stand  as  it 
did  now  as  to  their  discretion,  as  to  a 
primd  facie  case,  without  the  Committee 
giving  some  instructions  as  to  what  the 
arbitrators  were  to  do  and  what  they 
were  not  to  do,  there  would  be  nothing 
but  confusion  and  enormous  loss  of  time. 
Could  there  be  any  harm  in  the  sug- 
gestion that  they  should  let  the  arbi- 
trators know  if  they  were  to  deal  with 
cases  where  there  had  been  more  than 
one  eviction  from  one  holding,  and  that 
they  might  or  should  direct  in  certain 
cases  the  holding  was  to  be  divided  ? 
He  had  heard  within  the  last  half-hour 
that  those  who  lived  in  Ireland  knew 
there  might  be  two  evictions  upon  one 
estate 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  Upon  one 
holding. 

•Mr.  BUCKNILL  said,  this  was  a 
matter  which  Englishmen  as  well  as 
Irishmen  had  taken  some  trouble  to  try 
and  settle.  He  had  read  through  the 
Report  of  the  Mathew  Commission,  and 
found  there  were  many  cases  where  there 
had  been  evictions  and  re-evictions  on 
one  holding.  He  had  no  wish  to  ob- 
struct, and  had  not  done  so,  but  he  did 
wish  to  take  such  a  part  in  the  matter, 
the  Bill  having  passed  the  Second 
Reading,  as  should  enable  justice  to  be 
done  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  CARSON  said,  he  only  rose  to 
make  a  few  observations  on  this  Amend- 
ment, for  the  reason  that  he  happened 
to  know  of  a  particular  case  in  which 
the  exact  point  might  arise.  He 
knew  of  a  holding  from  which  a  Plan 
of  Campaign  tenant  was  evicted, 
which  was  then  taken  by  a  so-called 
planter,  and  from  which  the  planter  had 
been  evicted,  and  what  he  wished  to 
know  waS)  if  the  planter  and  the  previous 
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tenant  came  before  the  arbitrators,  who 
was  to  get  the  holding  ?  Would  the 
matter  be  decided  according  to  who  gave 
the  most  trouble  in  the  neighbourhood, 
or  who  gave  the  most  trouble  at  the 
eviction,  because  he  saw  no  other  alter- 
native put  forward  in  the  Bill,  and  when 
they  were  laying  down  this  matter  it  was 
worthy  of  consideration  whether  they 
should  provide  that  the  person  first 
evicted  or  the  person  who  was  the  second 
evicted  should  be  entitled  to  this  so- 
called  equity  to  be  restored  to  the  hold- 
ing ?  Every  argument  had  been  pressed 
upon  the  Front  Bench  opposite  as  to  this 
question  of  discretion,  and  he  supposed 
that  before  the  Bill  was  over  they  would 
be  saturated  with  the  question  of  the 
discretion  of  these  three  gentlemen, 
though  he  was  not  so  sure,  when  it 
came  to  be  a  question  of  deciding  the 
description  of  what  tenants  fell  within 
the  o8th  section,  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Kerry  would  be  so  well  satisfied,  and 
he  would  remind  the  Committee  that 
when  the  hon.  Member  for  Haddington 
(Mr.  Haldane)  and  others  talked  about 
arbitrators,  these  gentlemen  were  not 
arbitrators  at  all.  They  could  not  make 
them  arbitrators  by  calling  them  arbitra- 
tors, and  they  were  really  being  set  up 
as  Judges  with  power  to  administer  some- 
thing quite  diiferent  to  any  law  that  ever 
existed  before  in  this  country.  These 
gentlemen  were  not  to  arbitrate  as  to  legal 
rights  but  to  establish  legal  rights,  there- 
fore how  could  they  be  arbitrators  ?  As 
had  been  said  before,  they  were  nothing 
more  than  legalised  confiscators,  but 
whether  they  were  arbitrators  or  not, 
why  should  not  the  arbitrary  jurisdiction 
of  these  gentlemen  be  determined  and 
guided  by  rules  laid  down  by  the 
House  ?  He  thought  they  should 
see  what  they  were  going  to  do 
by  this  Bill,  and  should  lay 
down  proper  rules  and  regulations  of 
procedure  as  had  been  done  with  respect 
to  other  Courts.  He  thought,  however, 
it  was  time  they  brought  this  question 
as  to  the  discretion  of  the  arbitrators  to 
an  end* 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  he  quite 
agreed  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber that  it  was  time  they  brought  this 
argument  as  to  the  discretion  of  the 
arbitrators  to  a  close.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Grentleman  talked  as  if  there  had 

VOL.  XXVII.     [fourth  series.] 


been  no  Land  Act  of  1881,  for  he  said 
they  must  lay  down  rules  for  the 
guidance  of  the  arbitrators.  What  was 
this  Court,  and  the  powers  they  were 
going  to  set  up,  compared  with  the 
Land  Commission  and  the  powers  given 
to  the  Commissioners  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  Subject  to 
appeal. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  they  were 
subject  to  a  kind  of  appeal.  .  The 
intention  of  Parliament  was  perfectly 
distinct  in  the  Act  of  1881,  and 
no  one  knew  it  better  thbn  the 
hon.  Member  who  interrupted  him  ;  it 
was  entirely  distinct,  and  there  were  no 
guiding  words,  though  their  decisions 
were  of  a  much  more  important  de- 
scription. With  all  respect  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member,  it  was  ridiculoas 
to  say  they  had  no  right  to  set  up  an 
Arbitration  Board  without  giving  rules 
for  their  guidance. 

Mr.  CARSON  said,  the  powers  of 
the  Land  Commissioners  had  reference 
to  legal  rights. 

Mr.     J.     MORLEY  :     What    legKP 
rights  ?      He  did  not  understand  what' 
legal   rights  were  at  stake.      When  a* 
couple  of  sub-Commissioners  went  on  to  a' 
farm,  and  valued    the   rent^  the  discrcH 
tion  was  in. the  value  of'  the   rent,  and 
legal  right  had  very  little,  to  do  with* 
it,   and  no   one   knew  that  better,  than' 
the   hon.  and   learned   Gentlemap.    As 
to  thQ  particular  Amendment  before  the 
Committee,  he  would   take  one  cas^  to . 
show  the  weight  of  the  argument  now , 
pressed  upon  the  Committee.     The  hon. 
and   learned  Member  for  Armagh  (Mr,i 
Barton)  said  that  a  man  who  had  been 
evicted  twice  must  be  a  bad  and  worthless 
fellow.    ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]    Someone  said 
'^  Hear,  hear  1 "  but  he  would  put  it  in 
another    way.     If    a   man   after   being 
evicted  was  deliberately  re-admitted  by 
the  landlord,  surely  that  was  rather  an 
argument  that  he  had  not  been  a  bad  . 
tenant.      But   this  was   a   most  trivial 
point>,  and  they  had  no  more  to  say  upon 
this  subject.     He  thought  it  was  time 
the  discussion   should  close,  and  if  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  thought  it 
right  to  take  a  Division  on  this  not  very 
substantial    Amendment    he    hoped   he 
would  do  so  at  once. 
•Mr.   T.    W.    RUSSELL    said,    the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  reply  had 
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dealt  with  the  case  of  a  double  eviction 
of  the  same  people,  and  he  admitted 
that  he  had  dealt  efiPectaallj  with  that, 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  never 
once  referred  to  the  double  eviction  where 
th6  persons  were  different. 

Mr.  Cm^not  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 


Question  put,  **  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ajes  162  ; 
Noes  94.— (Division  List,  No.  191.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  ''  That  the 
words  *  once  only  '  be  there  inserted." 

.  The  Committee  divided  : — ^Ayes  107  ; 
Noes  18d.^Division  List,  No.  192.) 

Mb.  BABTON  moved,  in  page  1,  line 
6,  after  '*  determined,*'  insert  '*  by  legal 
process  by  reason  of  the  non-payment  of 
rent  thereof." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  rose  to  a  point  of 
Order.  He  submitted  that  the  Amend- 
ment was  exactly  the  same  in  effect  as 
one  whioh  had  been  already  passed  over 
and  which  stood  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr,  W.  Kenny.) 
*Thk  deputy  CHAIBMAN  (Sir  J. 
Goldshid)  :  The  Amendment  is  in 
Order. 

Mb.  BABTON  said,  what  they  asked 
was  that  they  should  know  who  were  the 
tenants  and  what  were  the  evictions  that 
this  Bill  were  concerned  in,  and  their 
contention  was  that  they  should  be  re- 
fused to  cases  of  eviction  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rent.  Supposing  it  happened 
that  tenants  had  voluntarily  surrendered 
their  holdings  to  the  landlord,  and  their 
tenancy  had  been  determined.  Without 
his  Amendment  these  tenants  would  be 
able  to  come  back  under  the  Bill.  Under 
the  Land  Act  of  1881  tenants  might  be 
evicted  for  breach  of  statutory  conditions, 
such  as  persistent  waste  by  dilapidation 
of  buildings.  Such  tenants,  again,  with- 
out his  Amendment  would  be  able  to 
come  in  under  the  Bill,  and  would  then 
get  £50  to  repair  their  dilapidated  build- 
ings. If  a  tenant  had  been  evicted  be- 
cause be  was  bankrupt,  or  because  he 
had  opened  a  house  for  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  or  for  a  shop  debt  by  a 
mortgagee,  he  would  be  able  to  apply  to 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 


the  arbitrator  and  demand  to  be  rein- 
stated at  the  expense  of  the  State. 
These  cases  would  show  that  it  was 
perfectly  absurd  to  introduce  a  measure 
of  this  kind  giving  carte  blanche  to  the 
arbitrators  to  reinstate  when  such  absurd 
things  took  place.  He  was  told  there 
were  cases  of  tenants  whose  tenancies 
were  terminated  by  legal  process  and 
sale  by  the  Sheriff,  of  public  auction 
under  a  writ  of  fieri  facias^  and  that 
such  cases  ought  to  be  included ;  and, 
although  he  thought  they  onght  not  to 
be,  yet  if  the  Government  thought 
differently  they  could  include  them  by 
special  provision.  The  answer  to  all 
this  was,  "Trust  the  arbitrators,"  but, 
although  one  of  them  was  his  private 
friend,  he  would  not  trust  that  friend  in 
a  matter  of  property,  while  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  arbitrators  were  subject  to 
criticism  from  day  to  day  in  flaming 
articles  in  The  Freeman's  Journal 
every  morning  after  every  one  of  the 
day's  proceedings,  and  it  was  not  a  fair 
argument  to  introduce.  There  was  no 
man  so  angelic,  ino  Christian  gentleman 
so  perfect  that  they  were  entitled  to  trust 
the  property  of  others  on  the  large  dis- 
cretion proposed  to  be  given  in  these 
cases.  The  Member  for  Haddington 
came  in  like  a  Daniel  come  to  judgment, 
and  he  claimed  him  for  his  side.  He  had 
said  this  was  entirely  misconceived,  and 
that  these  were  powers  that  all  arbitrators 
had.  He  (Mr.  Barton)  would  remind 
him  that  in  the  case  of  ordinary  arbitra- 
tions it  was  one  specific  matter  that  was 
referred  to  them.  But  here  they  were  to 
use  their  discretion  in  thousands  of 
matters.  They  had  referred  to  them  the 
property  of  3,700  people,  and  that  was  a 
very  different  thing.  He  thought  there 
ought  to  be  a  right  of  appeal  for  the 
arbitrators.  Under  the  19th  section  of 
the  Arbitration  Act  of  1889  an  arbitrator 
might  be  required  to  state  a  case  for  the 
opinion  of  a  Court  on  any  question  of 
law  arising  in  course  of  the  reference. 
•The  deputy  CHAIBMAN  said, 
the  hon.  Member  would  see  that  he  was 
now  dealing  with  a  question  which  hardly 
arose  on  the  Amendment. 

Mk.  BABTON  said,  that  as  he 
believed  the  only  answer  that  could  be 
given  was  that  they  must  trust  the 
arbitrators,  he  declined  upon  this  great 
question  of  how  many  tenants  were  to  be 
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brought  up  in  this  Bill  to  agree  to  that 
argument,  and  he  thought  the  least  they 
could  do  was  to  not  allow  these  unfor- 
tunate men  to  be  led  into  temptation. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
6,  after  the  word  "  determined/*  to  insert 
th^  Words  **  by  legal  process  by  reason  of 
the  non-payment  of  reni  thereof."— *(ilfr. 
BarUm.) 

Question  proposed,*'^  That  those  words 
be  %here  ins/erted/* 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  the  Govern- 
ment before  they  replied  to  read  the  Rule 
against  tedious  and  irrelevant  repetition. 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  said,  whether  it  were 
relevant  or  not,  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
he  was  sure  recollect  that  it  had  beeu 
pointed  out  that  there  were  other  reasons 
for  which  a  man  might  have  been  evicted 
than  failure  to  pay  rent,  aud  that  there 
might  be  ways  of  determining  a  tenancy 
other  than  by  eviction,  aud  he  thought 
he  himself  would  see  that  it  woald  be 
improper  and  really  a  waste  of  time  on 
his  part  if  he  were  to  repeat  a  second 
time  the  arguments  he  submitted  to  the 
Committee  some  time  ago. 

Mr.  WTNDHAM  (Dover)  said,  that 
they  had  a  right  to  ask  the  Governitient 
why  they  were  to  give  public  funds  at 
all  if  they  objected  to  the  words  **  for  non- 
payment of  rent.**  It  was  because  the 
whole  of  their  case  rested  on  this,  that  a 
certain  sentiment  attached  to  the  difficul- 
ties which  had  arisen  in  Ireland  owing 
to  the  non-payment  of  rent.  It  was  idle 
to  ask  the  House  to  vote  these  large 
sums  of  money  in  order  to  rescue  men 
who  had  lost  their  holdings  from  any  other 
g^und  than  these  :  that  they  had  either 
been  unable  to  pay  their  rent  owing  to 
hard  circumstances  in  Ireland,  or  that 
they  had  been  unwilling  to  pay  their 
rent  owing  to  political  views  which  they 
did  not  share.  These  were  the  only  pos- 
sible grounds  for  exceptional  legislation, 
and  unless  the  Government  would  limit 
their  Reference  to  these  cases  he  did  not 
think  they  could  ask  the  House  to  vote 
that  money. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  wished 
to  point  out  that  a  person  who  had 
been  turned  out  of  his  holding  by 
judicial  process  had  been  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  evicted,  and  was  exactly  in 
the  same  position  as  an  evicted  tenant. 


He  thought  they  should  be  told  whether 
there  was  to  be  this  differentiation  made 
in  respect  of  tenants  put  out  of  theii* 
holdings,  when  the  tenancy  had  been 
ended,  either  by  the  auetioneet  or  the 
instruction  of  the  tenant  to  the  iaadlord. 
Sir  R.  T.  REID  exphiinod  that  the 
Bill  'would  only  apply  to  oases  where 
tenancies  hud  been  determined.-  Caseft 
in  .which  tenanoiea  had  only  been  transn 
ferred  would  be  excluded. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Dublin  University) 
said,  th<»  fad  that  his  hon.  and  learnt 
Friend  would  not  argue  the  question 
was  no  reason  why  this  Amendment 
should  not  be  pressed.  Those  who  sup* 
ported  its  principles  had  a  right  to  put 
their  case  before  the  Committee  and  the 
country.  What  he  wanted  to  know  wa$ 
this  :  Was  this  Bill  to  apply  to  any 
persons  besides  those  who  had  lost  their 
holdings  by  process  of  law  ?  Where  the 
tenancy  had  been  determined  by  the. 
voluntary  act  of  a  tenant  who  found 
himself  unable  to  pay  his  rent,  would  he 
have  the  right  to  appeal  to  this  tribunal 
of  confiscators  to  restore  him  to  his. 
holding?  Theu  supposing  a  man  had 
had  a  fair  rent  fixed  subject  to  statutory 
conditions,  and  supposing  he  had  been 
turned  out  of  his  holding  for  a  breach  of 
those  conditions,  wa9  he  to  be  jallowed 
to  make  a  claim,  under  this  measure  ? 
They  ought  to  know  dearly  with  what 
class  of  tenants  they  were  dealing.  If 
the  matter  was  not  cleared  up  landlords 
might  be  overwhelmed  with  costs  in«- 
curred  in  resisting  claims  which  ought 
never  to  have  been  made. 

Mr.  W.  KENNY  (Dublin,  St. 
Stephen's  Green)  wished  to  draw  atten-* 
tion  to  the  point  which  was  raised  by. 
the  Amendment  which  he  had  placed  ou 
the  Paper.  He  contended  that  the  only 
cases  contemplated  in  the  terms  of  Refer- 
ence to  the  Matbew  Commission  wer/d 
cases  of  tenants  evicted  for  non-payment 
of  rent.  Supposing  a  predecessor  of  the 
man  now  in  actual  possession  of  a  holding 
had  had  to  purchase  the  farm,  ahd  had 
paid  money  for  it,  was  it  contemplated 
that  the  person  who  had  been  out  of 
possession  for  1 0  years,  and  the  landlord 
had  become  the  transferee,  was  to  have 
the  right  to  go  back  into  possession  ? 
Was  a  trespasser  to  have  the  right  to  go 
to  the  landlord  at  the  end  of  10  years  aud 
say — You   must  reinstate   me.     If    the 
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Bill  was  to  apply  to  caseH  of  the  sort 
mentioned,  this  was  not  an  Evicted 
Tenants  Bill,  but  a  Bill  for  the  reinstate- 
ment of  trespassers. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (Manchester, 
£.)  :  I  do  not  rise  to  ask  the  Govern* 
ment  to  defend  their  Bill,  because  it  is 
dear  they  do  not  mean  to  do  so.  I  rise 
to  ask  them  what  they  want  to  happen 
under  the  Bill.  Now  we  know  that,  in 
the  first  place,  they  want  to  enable  tenants 
who  have  been  evicted  for  non-payment 
of  rent  to  be  reinstated.  I  can  under- 
stand that,  in  addition,  they  may  desire 
to  reinstate  a  tenant  who  has  not  been 
evicted  for  non-payment,  bnt  who  has 
been  sold  up  for  non-payment.  If  they 
want  these  two  things,  what  more 
do  they  want  ?  If  the  words  in  the 
second  sub-section  mean  anything,  they 
mean  that  those  who  drafted  the  Bill  and 
are  responsible  for  it  had  in  their  minds 
eviction,  and  eviction  alone.  Do  the  Go- 
vernment mean  under  the  term  ''  eviction  '* 
processes  which  are  not  commonly  called 
.eviction  at  all  ?  Do  they  include  such  a 
case  as  that  mentioned  by  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  ?  Do  they  include  the 
case  of  the  tenant  who  set  up  a  public- 
house  for  the  illicit  sale  of  spirituous 
liquors  and  was  evicted  for  that  breach  of 
statutory  conditions  ?  If  they  mean  that, 
whatever  be  the  circumstances,  the 
reasons,  or  the  conditions  under 
which  a  tenancy  has  been  deter- 
mined, the  tenant  is  to  have  the  right 
to  go  back  subject  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  arbitrators,  then  we  should  know 
what  they  do  mean,  and  I  should  admit 
that  the  clause  carries  out  their  meaning. 
But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are 
certain  classes  of  reasons  which  in  their 
judgment  should  exclude  from  the  benefits 
of  the  Act,  let  them  tell  us  so  in  plain 
words,  even  if  they  refuse  to  insert 
Amendments  which  would  carry  out  their 
avowed  meaning. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J,  Morley,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne)  :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
taxes  us  with  not  wanting  to  defend  our 
Bill.  I  will  admit  that  we  do  not  want 
to  defend  our  Bill  20  times  over  on  the 
same  point.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  St.  Stephen's  Green  has 
succeede4l  on  this  Amendment  in  getting 
off  a  speech  which   was  suppressed  by 

Mr,  ff\  Kenny 


a  ruling  of  the  Chairman  on  a  previous 
Amendment. 

•The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see 
that  as  that  Amendment  was  not  moved 
it  will  not  be  in  Order  to  refer  to  it. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  quite  concur  in 
what  you  say,  Sir,  but  the  ruling  of  the 
Chairman  was  that  the  decision  we  had 
come  to  on  an  earlier  Amendment  had 
rendered  the  subsequent  Amendment  un- 
necessary. 

•The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  :  The 
Chairman  and  I  conferred  together  abont 
all  these  Amendments. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  talks 
about  a  public-house.  He  forgets  we 
have  already  had  that  public-house. 
How  many  times  are  we  to  deal  with 
that  public-house  ?  With  every  desire 
to  answer  all  arguments  brought  forward 
and  to  meet  all  Amendments  with  which 
we  may  be  confronted,  I  really  cannot 
see  that  any  new  point  whatever  has  been 
raised  by  this  Amendment  which  was  not 
met  by  my  hon.  aud  learned  Friend  at  an 
earlier  stage  of  the  evening.  I  think  I 
should  be  setting  a  very  bad  example, 
in  view  of  the  270  or  more  Amend- 
ments already  put  down,  if  I  were  to 
reiterate  arguments  already  put  forward 
from  this  Bench. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  did  not 
ask  for  arguments.  I  asked  for  a  plaiu 
statement.  I  gave  up  the  arguments — I 
could  not  get  blood  out  of  a  stone.  I 
could  not  wring  from  the  Treasury  Bench 
opposite  a  single  argument,  but  I  thought 
we  might  get  an  answer.  I  am  not  to  be 
counted  among  the  gentlemen  who  were 
said  to  be  absent  earlier  in  the  evening. 
There  is  not  a  man  in  this  House,  outside 
the  Government,  who  knows  at  this 
present  moment  whetl)er  they  do  or  do 
not  mean  to  include  in  the  purview  of 
their  Bill  classes  of  tenants  who  have 
been  evicted  for  reasons  other  than  non- 
payment of  rent.  If  they  do  mean  to 
include  other  classes  of  tenants  let  them 
tell  us  so.  I  venture  to  think  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  is  not  carrying  out  his 
object  by  not  answering  a  plain  and  re- 
spectful question  in  as  concise  and  brief 
terms  as  we  demand. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
R,  T.  Reid,  Dumfries,  &c.)  :  I  will 
answer  the  question.     The  intention  and 
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purpose  of  the  Bill  is  that  it  may,  if 
the  tribunal  thinks  fit,  impress  every  ease 
of  a  tenancy  of  a  holding  in  Ireland 
^faich  has  been  determined  since  May 
Ist,  1879.  That  is  an  explicit  answer. 
I  may  add  that  I  made  that  very  state- 
ment in  the  opening  sentences  uttered  by 
me  on  the  first  Amendment. 


•Mr,  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  : 
The  answer  of  the  Solicitor  General  is 
certainly  explicit.  Now,  after  an  hour^s 
discussion,  the  Government  come  forward 
and  tell  us  that  they  are  prepared  to 
leave  to  the  discretion  of  the  arbitrators 
cases  of  eviction  which  are  not  at  all 
founded  on  non-payment  of  rent.  That, 
Sir,  is  going  altogether  beyond  the  scope 
of  the  Bill,  and  until  the  Solicitor 
General  had  it  dragged  out  of  him  there 
was  not  a  man  in  the  House  who  under* 
stood  that  the  Bill  covered  any  such  pro- 
posal. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER  (Kent,  Thanet) 
said,  that  the  announcement  made  by  the 
Solicitor  General  raised  a  very  important 
question.  The  proceedings  were  ap- 
proaching the  disorderly.  The  Bill  was 
introduced  to  make  provision  for  the 
restoration  of  evicted  tenants  to  their 
holdings  in  Ireland,  and  now  the  hon.and 
learned  Solicitor  General  had  risen  and 
told  the  Committee  that  the  Bill  was  to 
go  very  much  further.  He  was  sure  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
hardly  have  had  his  attention  drawn  to 
this  subject,  and,  now  that  the  right  hou. 
Gentleman  was  in  his  place,  he  desired 
to  ask  him  how  he  intended  to  proceed.  The 
House  of  Commons  gave  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  for  a  special  purpose,  which 
could  not  be  exceeded  or  departed  from 
except  by  the  leave  of  the  House  being 
again  obtained.  He  would  ask  the  Chair- 
man, as  a  point  of  Order,  whether  the 
intention  and  action  of  the  Government 
in  this  matter  were  within  the  Orders  of 
the  House? 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said, 
there  were  18  words  to  which  the  Tory 
Party  had  down  14  Amendments,  and 
yet  those  Words  were  the  very  words 
passed  under  Section  13  of  the  Act  of 
1891. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  :  I 
thought  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  rose 
to  the  point  of  Order.  That  must  be  first 
settletL 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  (Birming- 
ham, W.)  :  I  rise  to  the  point  of  Order. 
This  purports  to  be  a  Bill  to  facili^te 
and  make  provision  for  the  restoration  of 
evicted  tenants  to  their  holdings  in  Ire- 
land. It  is  laid  down  in  Sir  Erskine 
May's  book  that  a  Bill  must  not  go 
beyond  the  order  of  leave,  and  the  order 
of  leave  follows  the  title  of  the  Bill.  In 
this  case  the  order  of  leave  was  to  in- 
troduce a  Bill  to  facilitate  and  make  pro- 
vision for  the  restoration  of  evicted 
tenants  to  their  holdings  in  Ireland.  It 
is  now  evident,  from  the  statement  of  the 
Solicito]"  General,  that  the  Bill  goes 
altogether  beyond  the  title  and  the  order 
of  leave.  But  Sir  Erskine  May's  book 
goes  on  to  say  that  an  objection  of  this 
kind,  which  would  be  fatal  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  the  Bill,  would  not  be  treated 
in  exactly  the  same  way  after  the  House 
had  passed  the  Second  Reading.  We 
are  in  the  position  of  having  passed  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  and  may« 
therefore,  under  Sir  Erskine  May's  state- 
ment, be  debarred  from  urging  this 
irregularity.  But  in  a  note  Sir  Erskine 
May  gives  a  case  in  which,  after  a  Second 
Reading,  notice  was  taken  of  an  irregu- 
larity, it  being  stated  that  the  irregularity 
was  passed  over  by  the  House  oh  the 
Second  Reading,  under  a  misapprehension 
as  to  what  was  included  in  the  Bill. 
Now,  Sir,  I  say  that  that  is  precisely 
the  case  now.  It  was  absolutely  impos* 
sible  for  anyone  but  a  Member  of  the 
Government  to  know  that  a  Bill  for  the 
restoration  of  evicted  tenants  to  their 
holdings  was  going  to  include  provision 
for  the  restoration  of  persons  who  were 
not  tenants  and  who  had  not  been  evicted. 
I  say  that  the  point  was  not  raised  on 
the  Second  Reading,  and  it  did  not  enter 
into  the  mind  of  any  hon.  Member  of 
this  House,  and,  therefore,  it  was  un- 
doubtedly a  case  of  misapprehension. 
I  think.  Sir,  you  will  find,  on  reference 
to  Sir  Erskine  May's  book,  that  on  the 
occasion  to  which  I  refer  the  Bill  was 
thereupon  withdrawn.  I  do  not  know 
whether  a  new  Bill  was  Introduced,  but 
at  any  rate  the  objection  was  allowed  on 
the  ground  of  misapprehension  at  the 
time  when  the  Second  Reading  was  taken 
and  the  Bill  was  withdrawn.  I  must  say 
I  think  this  pei-haps  in  some  sense  a  new 
point ;  but  it  is  one  of  such  enormous 
importanc^e,  both  to  the  Government  and 
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the  prooedare  of  the  House,  that  I  almost 
think  the  occasion  is  one  ou  which  to 
invite  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  On  the  point  of 
Order  I  have  to  point  out  that  these 
words  we  are  now  considering  occur  in  a 
prior  Act  of  Parliament.  The  title  of 
the  Act  is  **  Purchase  of  Laud  (Ireland) 
Act,  1891,"  and  the  words  are  ''An  Act 
to  provide  further  funds  for  the  purchase 
of  land  in  Ireland,  to  make  permanent 
the  Land  Commission,  and  to  provide  for 
the  improvement  of  the  congested  dis- 
tricts in  Ireland."  On  a  title  of  that 
kind  it  was  considered  relevant  to  intro- 
duce a  dau&^e  affecting  evicted  tenants. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  :  It  is 
clear  that  that  case  does  uot  apply. 
Upon  the  other  point  it  is  ohvious  that 
if  the  House  had  been  aware  of  the  inten- 
tiooa  of  the  Government  on  the  Second 
Beading  attention  would  have  been 
called  to  the  point  bj  some  hon.  or  right 
boa.  Member,  and  then  the  ordinary  pro- 
cess would  have  had  to  be  followed  which 
is  well  known  to  the  House.  But,  as  I 
understand  it,  from  wantof  knowledge  the 
Bill  was  read  a  second  time  containing  a 
clause  which  is  uot  entirely  in  accordance 
with  the  title  of  tbe  Bill.  Of  course,  if 
the  Governvqent  think  themselves  bound 
by  the  information  conveyed  in  the  title,, 
they  will  so  alter  the  clause  as  to  make  it' 
oonsistent  with  the  tiUe,  but  the  thing  has' 
gone  too  far  for  me  to  decide  now  that 
they  cannot  proceed  with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  understand. 
Sir,  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  matter 
b<is  gone  too  far  for  you,  as  Chairman,  to 
give  a  decision  on  the  poiut.  May  I  ask 
whether  we  can  appeal  to  Mr.  Speaker 
on  a  point  which  you  have  indicated  that 
you  are  incompetent  to  deal  with  at  the 
present  time  ? 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  :  I  do 
not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
quite  conveyed  the  opinion  I  expressed. 
I  said  that,  of  course,  if  the  intention 
had  been  known  on  the  Second  Read- 
ing, then  either  a  fresh  Bill  would 
have  had  to  be  drawn  or  this  Bill  would 
have  had  to  be  practically  altered  in  Com- 
mittee so  as  to  make  it  correspond  with 
the  title.  But  attention  was  uot  called 
to  the  point,  not  through  the  fault  of  any 
hon.  Member,  but  simply  from  want  of 
knowledge*  I  said  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment thought  it  right  the  most  r^gula^ 

Mr,  J.  Chamberlain 


course  would  be  that  they  should  with- 
draw those  parts  of  the  Bill  which  are 
not  in  accordance  with  the  title,  owing  to 
the  unfortunate  circumstance  that  the 
House  was  not  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  on  the  Second 
Reading.  But  it  was  too  late  for  me,  as 
Chairman,  to  say  that  they  cannot  pro- 
ceed with  the  clause  in  question  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  not  consistent  with  the 
title  of  the  Bill.  I  trust  the  Committee 
thoroughly  unde)*8tands  the  view  I  take. 
Of  course,  it  is  a  responsibility  for  me 
to  give  a  decision,  but  I  believe  that  is 
the  right  decision  to  give. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  do  not 
know  whether,  after  your  ruling,  any 
Member  of  I  he  Government  would  wish 
to  make  a  statement  on  the  present  situa- 
tion. It  is  evident  that  we  have  been  led 
into  an  irregularity.  I  understand  yon 
to  state  that  if  this  matter  had  come 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  House  it 
would  have  lieen  within  the  power  of  any 
hon.  Member  to  call  attention  to  it,  and 
that  in  that  case  an  alteration  must  have 
been  made.  Unfortunately  we  were  not 
in  possession  of  this  information,  and 
therefore  it  was  not  open  to  any  of  us 
to  call  attention  to  the  point  at  that 
time. 

♦The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN  :  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
quite  catch  what  I  said.  In  the  ordinary 
course  the  Bill  would  have  been  'wilb- 
drawn  unless  the  Government  were  pre- 
pared to  make  the  clause  consistent  with 
the  title.  If  they  wished  to  extend  it 
they  would  have  had  to  withdraw  the 
Bill  and  bring  in  a  fresh  one. 

Mn.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  under- 
8t.ood  your  statement  to  be  to  this  efieet : 
that  if,  at  the  proper  time,  notice  had 
been  called  to  this  irregularity,  one  of 
two  courses  would  have  been  taken : 
either  the  Bill  wouM  have  had  to  be 
withdrawn  or  the  Government  would 
have  had  to  alter  it  in  accordance  with 
the  title.  We  have  lost  that  opportunity 
owing  to  our  ignorance  of  the  intention 
of  the  Government  with  reference  to  this 
matter.  I  think,  perhaps,  the  Govern- 
ment would  desire  to  make  some  state- 
ment on  the  existing  situation,  and  to 
say  whether  they  are  prepared  to  make 
au  alteratiou.  If  they  are  prepared  to 
recognise  the  fact  that  the  House 
has  proceeded  under  a  misappreheusiou 
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and  to  deal  with  tbe  matter,  I  do  not 
suppose  the  Committee  would  offer  any 
objectioD.  On  the  other  hand,  if  thej 
are  not  prepared  to  correct  the  misappre- 
hension, I  think  the  proper  course  will  be, 
as  70U,  Sir,  have  said  that,  as  Chairman, 
you  cannot  rule  further  on  the  matter,  to 
move  to  report  Progress  in  order  that 
Mr.  Speaker  may  be  appealed  to. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  understand 
jotxr  mling,  Sir,  to  be  that  you  have  not 
power  or  disposition  to  stop  the  progress 
of  the  Bill  to-night.  We  do  not  admit 
the  question  of  misapprehension,  and 
therefore,  under  the  oircumstances,  there 
is  nothing  for  the  Committee  to  do  but 
to  go  on  with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Then, 
Sir  Julian  Goldsmid,  under  these  circum- 
stances, I  beg  to  move  that  you  do  now 
report  Progress  in  order  that  we  may 
have  the  advantage  of  Mr.  Speaker^s 
opinion  upon  the  case  which  has  arisen. 
Although  the  Government  desire  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  Bill,  I  cannot  believe  that 
they  will  in  any  way  oppose  this  Motion, 
made  with  the  direct  purpose  and  in- 
tention of  having  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Speaker  upon  what  is  acknowledged  to 
be  a  very  important  issue. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^'  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  eit  again." — (Mr,  J. 
Chamberlain,) 

Mr.  T.  M.  he  ALY  :  I  venture  to  say 
that  in  the  whole  course  of  the  history  of 
this  House  a  grosser  imposition  was 
never  perpetrated  upon  a  Committee  than 
the  performance  which  we  have  just  wit- 
nessed. Here  is  a  Bill,  as  I  understand, 
to  restore  evicted  tenants  in  Ireland  to 
their  holdings.  An  hon.  Gentleman  says, 
"  Oh,  but  its  going  to  restore  somebody 
else,"  and  upon  that  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain)  <;ots  up  with  a  solemn  face 
and  says — **  Wo  have  heard  some  extra- 
ordinary pieces  of  information,  and  there- 
fore we  must  move  to  report  Progress." 
We  have  on  various  Bills  in  this  House 
witnessed  some  extraordinary  perform* 
ances,  but  certainly  this  is  about  the 
flimsiest  proceeding  we  have  ever  wit- 
nessed from  the  other  side.  The  title  of 
the  Bill  is  to  restore  the  evicted  tenants, 
and  the  Amendment  is  that  only  a  certain 


class  of  evicted  tenanti3-*-name)y,  those 
evicted  for  non-payment  of  rent — shall  be 
restored.  The  Government  say  that 
other  evicted  tenants — ^for  instance,  those 
whose  farms  have  been  sold — shall  be 
restored,  and  upon  that  this  mare's  nest  is 
discovered,  and  a  Parliamentary  crisis  of 
the  first  magnitude  is  given  birth  to  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham. This  Amendment  has  been 
debated  all  the  evening  long,  and  the 
words  are  taken  from  words  passed  three 
years  ago  on  the  proposition  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W- 
Russell),  and  assented  to  by  the  then 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  Those 
words  are  that, 

"Where  a  tenancy  of  a  holding  has  been  de- 
termined since  the  Ist  of  May,  1879  " 

•The  deputy  CHAIRMAN : 
Order,  order  !  I  should  like  to  explain 
to  the  Committee  that  there  is  really  no 
question  to  submit  to  Mr.  Speaker  even 
if  the  Debate  were  adjourned.  The 
Speaker  has  no  control  over  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Committee.  I  have  decided 
that  I  have  no  right  to  stop  the  work  of 
the  Committee,  because  the  question 
ought  to  have  been  raised  on  the  Seoond 
Reading.  Of  course,  the  right  hon« 
Gentleman  has  a  perfect  right  to  proceed 
with  his  Motion  for  reporting  Progresii, 
but  not  for  the  purpose  of  sobmitting  |;he 
case  to  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Louth  has 
finished  hie  observations — which  did  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  strictly  relevant  to 
the  question — may  I  ask  the  Government 
to  consider  whether,  now  that  it  has  been 
pointed  out  that  they  have  been  pressing 
their  Bill  under  a  misconception,  and  as 
they  are  asking  to  do  by  the  first  section 
of  this  clause  something  which  is  incon- 
sistent both  with  the  title  and  the  second 
section,  they  will  so  modify  the  first 
section  of  this  clause  as  to  bring  it  into 
accord  with  the  rest  of  the  Bill  ? 
;»Thb  deputy  chairman  :  We 
had  better  dispose  of  the  Motion  one 
way  or  other  first.  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain) 
persevere  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  suppose 
upon  that  Motion  it  is  relevant  for  the 
Government  to  give  us  their  observations 
on  the  situation  ?  They  have  not  yet 
condescended  to  do  so. 
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Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  The  Committee 
ought  not  to  forget  that  the  statement 
which  has  created  what  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  calls  an  extraordinary 
Parliamentary  crisis — namely,  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Solicitor  General — 
was  made  several  hours  ago.  It  was 
made  before  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Dublin  University)  : 
No,  no. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  University 
may  contradict  me  in  that  discourteous 
manner  if  he  thinks  fit,  but  the  fact  is 
that  the  statement  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  as  to  our  intention  in  using  the 
word  '^  determined  *'  in  this  clause  was 
made  three  hours  ago.  That  being  the 
case,  no  new  conditions  have  arisen.  The 
vight  hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
was  perfectly  aware  of  the  construction 
whicli  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  placed 
upon  the  words  and  the  intentions  of  the 
Government.  No  ohange  has  taken  place 
since  then,  and  as  the  Chairmab  has 
ruled  that  the  time  has  passed  for  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  question,  I 
hope  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  will,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  all  this  was  known 
three'  or  four  hours  ago,  withdraw  his 
Motion. 

•The    deputy     CHAIRMAN:   I 

should  like  to  read  the  passage  in  Sir 
Erskine  May's  book  on  which  I  base  my 
ruling,  and  which  the  Clerk  has  now 
found.  It  will  be  seen  that  it  is  as  clear 
as  possible.     It  runs  as  follows  : — 

"In  preparing  Bills  care  must  be  taken  that 
they  do  not  contain  proTistons  which  are  not 
authorised  by  the  order  of  leave,  that  the  pre- 
fatory paragraph  prefixed  to  the  Bill  which 
defines  the  object  thereof,  known  as  the  title 
of  the  Bill,  corresponds  with  the  order  of  leave, 
and  that  the  Biil  itself  is  prepared  pursuant  to 
the  order  of  leave  and  in  proper  form  ;  for,  if  it 
should  appear  that  these  rules  have  not  been 
observed,  the  House  will  order  it  to  be  with- 
drawn. 8uch  objections,  however,  should  be 
taken  before  the  Second  Reading ;  for  it  Is  not 
the  practice  to  order  BHU  to  be  withdrawn 
alter  they  tare  committed  on  account  of  any 
irregularity  which  can  be  cured  while  the  Bill 
is  in  Committee  or  on  recommitment.  (Sir 
Brskine  May's  Parliamentary  Praetiee,  10th 
edition,  page  440.) 

Consequently  the  point  is  perfectly  plain. 
Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  May  I,  Sir 
Julian  Goldsmid,  ask  you,  on  the  point  of 
Order,  whether  that  rule  does  not  carry 
with  it  the  obligation  on  the  part  of  the 


Government  either  to  withdraw  the  Bill 
or  to  cure  the  irregularity  ? 
♦The    deputy    CHAIRMAN :  It 
may  be  cured  by  an  amendment  in  the 
title,  as  well  as  in  other  ways. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  wish, 
in  the  first  place,  to  take  notice  of  what 
was  said  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary.  It  is  perfectly  true  my 
attention  was  called  to  this  irregularity 
three  hours  ago,  and  I  brought  it  on  that 
occasion  to  the  notice  of  the  Chairmaa 
and  the  Government.  I  was  met,  Sir, 
with  the  reply  you  have  given — namely, 
that  the  time  to  take  that  objection  was 
before  the  Second  Reading.  You  will 
allow.  Sir,  that  to  the  statement  which 
you  have  read  there  is  appended  a  note 
to  this  effect — 

*'  Objection  being  taken  after  Report " 
that  is,  at  a  much  later  stage  than  now — 

**and  recommitment  of  the  Income  Tax  and 
Inhabited  House  Duties  Bill,  1871,  that  the 
Bill  comprised  provisions  beyond  the  order  of 
leave,  and  that  the  second  reading  had  been 
a^rccil  to  under  a  misapprehension  of  its  con- 
tents, the  Bill  was  withdrawn.** 

That  was  the  case  on  which  I  confessed 
I  wished  to  have  the  decision  of  the 
Chair.  I  understand  that  you  think.  Sir, 
in  your  discretion,  that,  although  in  this 
case  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  are  beyond 
the  order  of  leave,  and  although  the 
Second  Reading  baa  passed  under  a  mis* 
apprehension  of  that  fact,  you  are  still 
not  entitled  to  interfere.  I  accept  your 
decision,  and  under  these  circumstances 
I  shall  beg  leave  to  withdraw  the  Motion 
I  have  made,  but  I  do,  on  sitting  down, 
make  a  further  appeal  to  the  Government 
to  reconsider  their  decision. 

•The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN  :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  better  with- 
draw the  Motion  first. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted.'' 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  On  that 
Question  I  would  make  an  appeal  to  the 
Government.  We  are  indebted  to  the 
Chair  for  a  very  distinct  statement — 
namely,  that  the  Bill  is  irregular.  We 
are  not  talking  now  about  the  rights  or 
the  position  of  the  Chair ;  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  Bill  is  irregular,  and 
goes  beyond  the  order  of  leave.     It  was 
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in  the,  power  of  the  Opposition  to  pre- 
vent that,  and  that  power  was  only  not 
exercised  owing  to  a  misapprehension. 
I  a»k  the  Government — almost  as  a  matter 
of  bononr,  I  was  going  to  say  ;  at  anj 
rate,  as  a  matter  of  consideration  to  the 
Opposition — whether  they  do  not  think 
they  ought  to  put  the  thing  back  into  the 
position  in  which  it  would  have  been  if 
there  had  been  no  misapprehension  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  My  right  hon. 
Friend  has  made  a  good  many  assump- 
tions in  his  remarks.  L  am  not  sure  that 
you,  Sir  Julian  Goldsmid,  did  lay  down, 
or,  indeed — if  I  may  say  so  with  perfect 
respect — had  the  power  to  lay.  down,  all 
those  propositions  which  my  right  hon. 
Friend  impntes  to  you.  But  you  have 
said  that  if  there  has  been  an  irregularity 
it  may  well  be  amended  by  some  altera- 
tion in  the  title  of  the  B'ill.  The  Go- 
vernment will  consider  what  weight  there 
is  in  the  various  propositions  which  have 
been  advanced  in  connection  with  this 
point,  and  if  it  should  be  found  on  con- 
sideration— which  1  am  not  at  all  pre- 
pared to  assume — that  some  alteration  in 
the  title  of  the  Bill  is  necessary,  then, 
whether  from  the  point  of  view  of  honour 
or  of  consideration  for  the  Opposition, 
we  shall  be  prepared  to  make  an  an- 
nouncement to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  LO  WTHER  (Kent,  Thanet) : 
I  take  it  that  one  of  two  things 

•The  deputy  CHAIRMAN :  Order, 
•order  !  I  think  that  this  question  of 
Order  has  been  sufficiently  decided.  The 
further  discnssion  must  be  confined  to 
the  Amendment  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  (Dover)  said,  the 
Opposition  were  encouraged  to  again 
urge  the  Amendment  on  the  House  after 
what  had  taken  place.  It  was  no  answer 
for  the  Government  to  say  that  they 
would  make  a  change  in  the  title  of  the 
Bill.  The  objection  of  the  Opposition 
wa«  not  one  of  form  but  one  of  substance. 
The  Bill  as  it  stood  not  only  did  not 
agree  with  the  title  but  disagreed  with 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  as 
enunciated  on  the  First  Reading  and  the 
Second  Reading.  The  Government  were 
endeavouring  to  ride  off  upon  a  mere 
question  of  law.  There  was  some 
strangeness  in  the  comparison  made  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Louth 
(Mr.  T.  M.'Healy)  between  this  Bill  and 
the  Purchase  Act  of  1891. 

VOL.  XXVIL  [fourth  series.] 


•The   deputy    CHAIRMAN:     I 

have  decided  that  that  has  no  reference 
to  this  question. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  the  point 
before  the  Committee  was  whether  by  a . 
further  Amendment  they  could  not  bring 
the  Bill  into  harmony  with  the  order  of 
leave.  If  the  Amendment  of  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Barton)  were  accepted,  the 
most  captions  critic  of  the  drafting  of 
Bills  could  hardly  say  that  it  would  not 
bring  the  clause  into  accordance  with 
the  order  of  leave.  The  Amendment 
would  confine  the  operation  of  the  Bill 
to  cases  where  the  tenants  had  been  bend 
fide  evicted  on  acconnt  of  the  non-pay- 
ment of  rent,  and  would  enable  the  Go- 
vernment to  get  out  of  all  their  difficulties. 
He  thought  that  on  its  merits  the  Amend- 
ment deserved  very  careful  consideration 
on  the  part  of  the  Committee.  The 
Government  did  not  propose  to  admit 
among  those  wlio  were  to  receive  the 
benefits  of  the  Bill  persons  who  might 
have  received  full  value  for  their  interest 
in  the  holdings  from  which  they  were 
evicted  ;  the  position  indicated  was  not 
one  which  was  contemplated  by  the 
House  when  leave  was  given  to  introduce 
the  Bill,  and  therefore  he  hoped  that  the 
Amendment  would  be  accepted. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  We  are 
reduced  now  to  a  consideration  of  the 
Amendment  upon  its  merits,  and  I  will 
ask  the  Committee  to  consider  very  care- 
fully the  position  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment is  placed.  I  am  merely  going  to 
speak  in  the  interests  of  peace ;  but  I 
must  just  make  my  case  clear  by  referring 
to  some  of  the  examples  of  persons  who 
are  not  evicted  tenants  in  any  ordinary 
acceptation  of  the  term,  but  who,  never- 
theless, by  the  determination  and  decision 
of  the  Government  are  to  be  included 
within  the  operation  of  the  Bill.  I  re- 
ferred earlier  in  our  discussion  to  the 
case  of  a  tenant  who  had  relinquished  his 
tenancy,  voluntarily  surrendered  his 
holding'  and  had  gone  away,  and  yet 
coming  back  might  seek  to  establish  a 
claim  under  the  Act  to  be  reinstated  in 
his  holding,  the  holding  he  once  occu- 
pied, but  which,  after  all,  would  not  be 
the  same  holding,  because  in  the  interval 
of  ten  or  fifteen  years  past  the  condition 
of  the  holding  may  have  been  altogether 
altered.  But  the  tenant  may  make  the 
claim  to  be  re-established  at  the  old  rate 
on   the  holding,  though  practically  the 
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holding  may  not  be  the  same  thing. 
Again,  there  is  the  class  of  tenants  who 
maj  have  agreed  to  give  up  their  hold- 
ings, their  interests  having  been  pur- 
chased, notwithstanding  which  thej — 
possibly  refusing  to  be  bound  by  this  or 
any  other  contract — have  had  to  be 
evicted.  These,  und^r  this  new  arrange- 
ment, would  have  the  right '  to  make 
claims  for  reinstatement,  with  all  the 
rights  for  which  they  had  received  ample 
purchase  value.  Then  there  is  a  third 
class.  The  Act  of  1881 — I  do  not  know 
whether  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Louth  will  call  that  Chamberlain^s  Act  ? 
He  was  good  enough  to  attribute  to  mean 
Act  of  Parliament  in  which  I  had  no 
responsibility  or  honour  beyond  the  rest 
of  my  colleagues  in  the  Government. 
He  might  as  well  call  the  Act  of  1881 
*' Ghamberlain^s  Act,'*  as  the  Arrears 
Act.  This,  however,  by  the  way. 
Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Hear,  hear  I 
M».  J.  CHAMBEBIiAlN  :  Yes,  I 
only  answer  by  the  way,  for  I  do  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  reply  otherwise. 
The  Act  of  1881  contains  a  number  of 
statutory  conditions,  the  breach  of  which 
involves  forfeiture  of  his  holdlAg  by  the 
tenant*  Now,  suppose  a  tenant  has  de- 
liberately forfeited  his  rights  by  breach 
of  statutory  conditions  proposed  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid- 
lothian, and  accepted  by  the  House  •f 
Commons  in  1881  ;  of  course^  having 
forfeited  his  holding,  he  goes  out,  his 
tenancy  is  determined  <  Is  he  a  man  you 
are  going  to  reinstate  ?  Are  you  going 
to  bring  all  these  cases  before  your  new 
tribunal,  loading  it  with  a  number  of 
fictitious  claims  ?  It  seems  to  me  the 
greatest  absurdity  in  the  world.  Look 
at  the  injustice  of  this.  Owing  to  any 
of  these  circumstances,  let  us  suppose  a 
tenant  has  ceased  to  be  such,  thai  his 
tenancy  is  determined,  that  the  landlord 
has  entered  into  possession  and  sold  his 
land  to  somebody  else,  obtaining  a  higher 
price  because  of  the  full  property  in  the 
land  which  he  had  to  dispose  of.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances,  a  landlord  is  only 
a  partner  in  the  proprietorship.  He  is 
only  part  owner,  and  can  only  dispose  of 
his  partnership  rights.  Let  us  suppose 
that  a  tenant  has  half  the  rights  in  the 
property,  the  landlord  the  other  half ; 
then  if  one  partner  sells  his  rights  he, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  gets  the 
value  of  half  the  ownership,  but  if  the 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain 


rights  of  the  tenant  have  been  cleared 
out  either  by  surrender,  purchase,  or 
forfeiture,  owing  to  breach  of  statutory 
conditions,  then  the  landlord  would  pos* 
sess  the  whole  rights*  Very  well.  Now, 
suppose  that  the  landlord  has  sold  hia 
rights  to  a  second  occupier,  who 
has  paid  for  the  whole.  Are  you 
under  this  Bill  going  to  allow  any  num- 
ber of  persons  to  raise  claima  arising 
over  a  period  of  15  years  against  these 
new  owners  ?  I  say  it  would  be  a  mon- 
strous injustice..  That  is  not  all.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary 
did  not  say  a  single  word  about  these 
tenants  either  on  the  introduction  of  the 
Bill  or  the  Second  Reading.  He  laid 
before  the  House  certain  calculations,  and 
on  the  introductory  stage  he  expressed 
his  opinion  in  regard  to  the  sum  he  then 
had  at  his  disposal,  and  again  on  the 
Second  Beading  in  regard  to  the  much 
larger  sum  at  his  disposal,  which  he  said 
would  be  ample  for  the  purposes  intended. 
The  sum  may  be  ample — I  do  not  contest 
that  at  the  moment — rto  provide  for  the 
evicted  tenants ;  but  is  it  considered 
ample  to  provide  for  all  these  other 
tenants  ?  Why,  even  the  .  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Louth  made  an  ad- 
mission by  way  of  answer  to  my  hon. 
Friend  near  me.  He  said  the  sum  of 
money  was  not  large  enough  to  permit 
the  tribunal  to  deal  with  all  the  cases 
that  might  be  brought  before  it,  and 
appamndy  he  tbibks  thai  this  wonderful 
tribunal,  with  a  discretion  unknown  to 
English  law,  is  not  only  to  look  into  the 
merits  of  all  these  oases,  bvt  is  to  have 
somehow  or  other  and  continually  a  view 
of  the  money  behind  it  at  its  disposal)  so 
that  it  may  say,  '^  Here  is  a  case  we 
should  like  to  deal  with,  but  if  we  do 
deal  with  it  we,,  having  only  a  total  sum 
of  £260,000  at  our  disposal,  shall  have 
so  much  less  ior  other  cases.'*  Couse- 
quently,  they  are  to  exclude  certain  cases, 
not  on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  prima 
facie  case,  not  only  because  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  eviction  and  the  other 
matters  detailed  in  the  Bill,  but  because 
there  are  not  sufficient  funds  to  allow  of 
such  cases  being  dealt  with*  Now,  I 
should  like  to  ask  my  right  hon.  Friend, 
are  those  the  "  other  circumstances  **  the 
tribunal  must  take  into  consideration  ? 
Why,  Sir,  up  to  the  present  time  we  have 
never  been  able  to  get  frouji  the  Govern- 
ment Bench  the  slightest  idea  of  what 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  IC^ 


1101  £9ieied  Tenants        |26  Jux.r  1894}  (Ireland)  ArbitraHon  Bill.  1102 


these  other  oircamstances  are.  Now  we 
know  il  is  the  limit  of  £250,000  whioh 
is  a  coDtroiliog  circa  mstatice,  and  apon 
that  ground,  I  suppose,  the  tribanal  is  to 
decide  whether  or  not  a  person  making 
applioation  is  a  proper  person  to  be  re- 
instated on  a  holding.  Now,  what  is 
f^otng  to  be  the  result  of  all  this  ? 
The  result  of  all  this  is  we  are 
to  be  engaged  in  discussing  this 
point  when  hon.  Members  opposite, 
at  whose  dictation  this  Bill  has  been 
brought  in  —  because  anybody  who 
believes  that  this  is  a  Government  Bill  in 
the  sense  that  the  Government  are  going 
heartily  with  it  must  have  an  extra- 
ordinary amount  of  credulity — we  are  to 
be  engaged  in  discussing  this  point  in  the 
Bill  when  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  opposite  say  that  none  of  these 
cases  will  be  included  by  the  tribunal. 
Well,  then,  why  not  exclude  them  by  the 
ikct  ?  What  is  the  good  of  leaving  to 
the  tribunal  a  discretion  in  a  vast  number 
of  oases  which  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
themselves  decUre  ought  not  to  be 
included  ?  There  is,  so  far  as  I  under- 
stand, general  agreement  on  this  point. 
Nobody  will  get  up  and  say  1;hat  cases 
such  as  we  have  put  ought  to  be  included 
in  the  reference  to  the  tribunal ;  why  on 
earth  should  the  Grovernment  persbt  in 
their  irregularity ;  why  should  they 
determine  to  refer  these  cases  to  the 
tribunal  when  they  hold  the  opinion  that 
no  just  or  impartial  tribunal  could  declare 
there  was  a  prima  fade  case  to  proceed 
upon  ?  r  cannot  conceive  a  more  obstruc- 
tive proceeding. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  141  ; 
Noes  198.— (Division  List,  No.  198.) 

Mk.  barton  :  I  have  submitted 
the  terms  of  an  Amendment  which  I  pro- 
pose to  insert  after  the  word  *'  deter- 
mined.** I  think  it  is  very  important 
that  we  should  clearly  understand  those 
general  propositions  which  have  taken 
us  so  much  by  surprise.  I  propose, 
therefore,  to  insert  after  the  word  "  deter-^ 
mined  "  the  words — "otherwise  than  by 
way  of  breach  of  statutory  conditions.** 
In  other  words  I  propose,  if  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  consent  to  confine  the  cases 
under  the  Bill  to  those  of  eviction  for 
non-payment  of  rent,  to  ask  them  to 
consent  to  exclude  the  cases  of  tenants 


whose  evictions  have  resulted  from  breach 
of  statutory  conditions.  I  will  not 
repeat  arguments  used  in  support  of  the 
previous  Amendment ;  but  I  will  give  one 
or  two  illustrations,  and  I  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Chief  Secretary  to  considera- 
tions that  may  affect  his  opinion  of  my 
proposal.  I  venture  to  say  that  to- 
morrow, when  in  Ireland  it  becomes 
known  that  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  may  extend  beyond  those 
cases  to  which  we  have  endeavoured  to 
confine  it,  tfiere  will  be  alarm  in  the  house- 
hold of  any  tenant  who  has  taken  a 
farm  from  which  a  previous  tenant  has 
been  evicted  for  breach  of  statutory  con- 
ditions, and  in  the  mind  of  every  land- 
lord who  has  resumed  possession,  for  this 
reason  :  A  feeling  of  uncertainty  as  to 
title  will  arise  among  the  various  persons 
in  Ireland  who  under  the  operation  of 
the  law  have  entered  into  possession  of 
land  under  circumstances  to  which  no- 
body raised  objection.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary, I  am  sure,  will  recognise  this. 
Further,  let  me  point  out  that  nobody  has 
ever  found  fault  with  these  statutory 
conditions.  During  the  inquiry  upstairs 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Land  Acts  I 
do  not  believe  that  any  objection  was 
urged,  and  neither  in  the  amending  Act 
of  1887  or  in  any  of  the  Bills  introduced 
by  Irish  Members  has  there  been  any  at- 
tempt made  to  alter  the  law  as  to  these 
statutory  conditions.  My  present  Amend- 
ment declares  that  if  a  man  has  been 
evicted  from  his  holding  for  breach  of 
the  statutory  conditions  upon  which  he 
held  his  tenure  under  the  Act  of  188 1 
that  that  man  shall  not  come  under  the 
operation  of  this  Bill.  I  am  quite  sure 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Loutji 
will  find  it  difficult  to  question  the 
reasonable  character  of  this  proposal. 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  will 
correct  me  if  I  am  wrong,  but  I  think  I 
am  within  the  fact  when  I  say  that  no 
tenant  has  ever  in  any  public  way  maile 
objection  to  the  law  as  regards  breach  of 
statutory  conditions  ;  it  has  always  been 
recognised  that  these  conditions  are  such 
as  ought  to  apply  to  a  holding,  and  that 
a  tenant  should  be  evicted  for  breach  of 
them.  During  the  past  1 1  years  there 
have  been  many  cases  of  eviction  from 
this  cause,  but  evQry  man  so  evicted  can 
make  a  claim  under  this  Bill. 

Mr.    T.  M.    HEALY  :  One  of    the 
statutory  conditions  is  that  a  tenant  shall 
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paj  rent  at  the  appointed  times.  Look 
at  Section  5  of  the  Land  Act. 

Mn.  BARTON  :  I  am  not  referring  to 
that,  the  bon,  and  learned  Gentleman 
knows  very  well  what  the  statutory  con- 
ditions are. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  But  there  is 
your  Amendment. 

Mr.  BARTON  :  Broach  of  conditions 
is  committed  by  dilapidation  of  buildinga, 
deterioration  of  soil,  refusal  of  the  right 
of  the  landlord  to  enter,  building  a 
public-house  on  the  land  without  consent 
of  the  landlord — these  are  examples  of 
the  conditions  which  this  House  has  said 
should  attach  to  the  occupation  of  a 
farm,  and  which,  if  a  man  breaks,  out  he 
must  go.  No  tenant  has  ever  objected  to 
accept  the  conditions,  they  are  admitted 
to  be  fair,  and  yet  a  man  evicted  for 
breach  of  these  will,  under  this  Bill,  have 
a  claim  to  be  brought  back.  I  can  tell 
the  Chief  Secretarj^  that  this  will  come 
with  the  utmost  surprise  upon  the  great 
body  of  tenants  in  Ireland  who  neither 
wish  or  expect  anything  of  the  kind,  it 
will  disturb  titles  and  add  to  existing 
land  difficulties. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
6,  after  the  word  "  determined,"  to  insert 
the  words  "  otherwise  than  by  way  of 
breach  of  statutory  conditions.** — {Mr. 
Barton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.** 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  Order.  The  Committee  have  already 
negatived  a  proposition  in  respect  to  non- 

?ayment  of  rent  in  the  last  Amendment, 
n  Section  5  of  the  Act  of  1881,  which 
defittes  the  statutory  conditions,  the  very 
first  condition  is  that  the  tenant  shall 
pay  rent  at  the  appointed  time  ;  accord- 
ingly, it  appears  to  me  that  we  have 
already  dealt  with  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member. 

•The  chairman  (Mr.  Mellor)  : 
Then,  on  that  particular  point,  the 
Amendment  is  out  of  Order;  that  is 
to  say,  if  the  payment  of  rent  is  in- 
cluded among  the  statutory  conditions, 
I  was  not  aware  of  that,  but  if  that  is  so 
then  the  point  upon  which  the  Committee 
have  already  come  to  a  decision  must  not 
again  be  included  in  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  BARTON  :  Then,  Sir,  I  propose 
to  amend  my  Amendment  so  that  it  shall 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 


read — ^  otherwise    than   for    breach    of 
statutory  conditions  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6.** 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  On  a  point  of 
Order,  Sir,  may  I  ask,  is  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  allowed  to  move  an 
Amendment  to  an  Amendment  which  has 
not  been  dealt  with  ? 

•The  CHAIRMAN :  The  Amendment 
18  out  of  Order ;  but  the  hon.  Member  is 
entitled  to  move  it  in  its  altered  form. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  after  the  word  **  condi- 
tions,'* to  insert  "2  to  6." — {Mr.  barton,^ 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amend* 
ment.** 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  am  going 
to  make  an  appeal  which  I  do  not  expect 
the  Government  will  be  able  to  resist. 
One  of  the  statutory  conditions  is  that 
a  public-house  shall  not  be  oi>ened  on 
the  property  without  the  consent  of  the 
landlord.  You  assume  that  a  man  has 
done  this  and  has  been  evicted  for  this 
breach  of  the  conditions.  The  leader  of 
the  Temperance  Party  is  not  here,  but  I 
appeal  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. He  has  bad  to  drop  the  Veto 
Bill,  but  if  he  will  not  give  us  anything 
by  way  of  restriction  on  the  opening  of 
public-houses,  surely  he  will  not  be  a 
party  to  forcing  back  into  possession  a 
man  who  was  put  out — ^because  he  opened 
a  publio-house  in  defiance  of  an  express 
oMtgation  against  such  conduct  ?  That 
wonid  be  a  very  anomalous  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  an  advocate  of  the  Tem- 
perance movement.  I  thought  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  ''  had  nailed  his 
colours  to  the  mast.**  The  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Cockermouth  is  not  here, 
but  here  is  another  leader  of  the  Temper- 
ance movement  in  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Monaghan  (Mr.  Diamond),  who  is 
heard  on  Temperance  platforms  all  over 
England. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  rose  in  his  place, 
and  claimed  to  move,  *^  That  the  Question 
be  now  put  ;**  but  the  Chairman  with- 
held his  anscnt,  and  declined  then  to  put 
that  Question, 

Debate  resumed. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  Here  now  is 
the  perfectly  plain  question  I  will  put  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  This 
is  one  of  the  statutory  conditions  laid 
down  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  in   1881, 
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do  80  as  a  protest  against  the  conduct  of 
the  Government  to-night. 

The  solicitor  GENEKAL  (Sir 
R.  T.  Reip,  Dumfries,  &c.)  :  Perhaps  a 
brief  explanation  may  remove  the  noble 
Lord^s  objection.  Prize  Courts  are  neces- 
sary in  a  state  of  war,  and  they  are  esta- 
blished in  the  colonies  now  by  Commis- 
sion of  Her  Majesty  when  war  16  declared. 
The  only  object  of  the  Bill  Is  this  :  as 
you  send  Commission  by  telegraph  to 
naval  officers  to  commence  operations,  so 
it  is  desirable  in  the  same  way  to  have 
Prize  Courts  ready  to  proceed. 

Further  Objection  being  taken,  Second 
Reading  deferred  till  To-morrow. 

HERITABLE    SECURITIES    (SCOTLAND) 
{recommitted)  BILL.— (No.  316.) 
COMMITTEE.  [^Progress^  2Srd  July.'] 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 


|>as8ed  by  a  Government  of  which  he  was 
a  Member,  and  suppose  this  statutory 
condition  broken,  does  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  or  the  House  of  Com- 
mons mean  to  say  that  a  man  who  broke 
this  statutory  condition  is  to  be  forced 
back 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left 
the  Chair  to  make  his  report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit  again 
To-morrow. 

EVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND)  ARBI. 
TBATION  [GUARANTEE  AND  EX- 
PENSES]. 

COMMITTEE. 

Considered  in  Committee, 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  it  is  eipedient  to  authorise  the  Trea- 
sury to  guarantee  adrances,  not  exceeding 
£250,000,  charged  on  the  Irish  Church  Tempo- 
ralities Fund,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the 
present  Session  to  make  provision  for  the 
restoration  of  Evicted  Tenants  in  Ireland,  and 
to  charge  the  sums  required  to  meet  such 
guarantee  on  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the 
United  Kingdom  : 

And  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys 
to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any  salaries, 
remuneration,  and  expenses  which  may  become 
payable  under  the  said  Act."— (i$»r  J,  T. 
Hibhcit.) 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  beg  to 
move  that  Progress  be  reported,  on  the 
ground  that  we  really  do  not  know  what 
the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill  proposes  to  do. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  ''That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
aak  leave  to  sit  again,'* — {Mr.  T.  W, 
Russell), — ^put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

PRIZE  COURTS  BILL   [£(>r^#].— (No.  311.) 
SECOND  READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Obiection  being  taken, 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOB  THE  COLONIES  (Mr. 
S.  BuxTOK,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)  : 
I  hope  this  Bill  may  be  allowed  to  go 
through.  It  has  the  assent  of  both 
Parties  ;  it  was  drawn  np  by  a  previous 
Secretary  of  StAte,  and  is  adopted  by  the 
present  Secretary  of  State,  and  I  believe 
there  is  no  objection  to  it. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  (Roches- 
ter)  :  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  object,  but  I 
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(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed' 
^'  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress' 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Mr.  Ban- 
bury.) 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid): 
This  is  a  Bill  which  has  the  unanimous 
assent  of  Law  Officers  on  both  sides,  and 
has  the  approval  of  all  Scottish  Members. 
It  was  introduced  by  a  Unionist  Member, 
on  whose  behalf  I  now  move  it.  The 
only  objection  comes  from  an  English 
Member,  who  has  no  interest  in  it  what- 
ever. The  Bill  has  the  unanimous 
assent  of  the  Scottish  people,  and  I  only 
say  that  «the  action  now  taken  will 
further  increase  the  desire  for  Home  Rule 
in  Scotland,  for  it  will  show  the  people 
how  impossible  it  is  to  pass  unoppc^ed 
Bills  through  this  House.  I  shall  set  it 
down  for  to-morrow,  and  day  by  day  I 
shall  move  to  proceed  with  it,  thus  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  people  oi  Scot- 
land to  the  matter. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

CANAL  TOLLS  AND  CHARGES  PROVI- 
SIGNAL  ORDER  (No.  1)  (CANALS  OF 
GREAT  NORTHERN  AND  OTHER  RAIL- 
WAY COMPANIES)  BILL.— (No.  178.) 

As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 
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CANAL  RATES,  TOLLS,  AND  CHARGES 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  2.)  (BRIDG- 
WATER, &c.  CANALS)  BILL.— (No.  1»8.) 
As  amended,  considered ;   to  be  read 

the  third  time  To-morrow. 

CANAL  TOLLS  AND    CHARGES    PROVI- 
SIGNAL  ORDER  (No.  8)  (ABBRDARE, 
&o.  CANALS)  BILL.— (No.  216.) 
Ab  amended,  considered  ;    to  be  read 

the  third  time  To-morrow. 

CANAL  TOLLS  AND    CHARGES    PROVI* 
SIONAL  ORDER  (No.  5)    (REGENTS 
CANAL)  BILL.— (No.  253.) 
As  amended,  considered  ;    to  be  read 

the  third  time  To-morrow. 

CANAL  TOLLS   AND    CHARGES    PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  (No.  7)   (RIVER  AN- 
CHOLMB,&C.)  BILL.— (No.  2«8.) 
As  amended,  considered ;    to  be  read 

the  third  time  To-morrow. 

CANAL  TOLLS   AND    CHAROBS   PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  (No.  8)  (RIVER  CAM, 
.  &c.)  BILL.— (No.  264,) 
^4—        As  amended,  considered  ;    to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

CANAL  TOLLS  AND  CHARGES  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  (No.  10)  (CANALS  OF 
THE  CALEDONIAN  AND  NORTH 
BRITISH  RAILWAY  COMPANIES) 
BILL.— (No.  266.) 
As  amended,  considered  :   to  be  read 

the  third  time  To-morrow. 

CANAL    RATES,   TOLLS,  AND  CHARGES 

PROVISIONAL      ORDER       (No.       12) 

(GRAND,  &C.CANALS)  BILL.— (No.  268.) 

As  amended,  considered ;    to  be  read 

the  third  time  To-morrow. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled, 
'*  An  Act  to  further  amend  The  Indus- 
trial  Schools  Act,  1866.*'     [Induslarial 
Schools  Bill  lLords\.'\ 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  BILL  [H.L.I. 

Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  335.] 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  3)  BILL. 
Read  a  second   time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 


MARKET  G.A.RDfiNERS'  COMPENSATION 
BILL.— (No.  305.) 
Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended 
by  the  Standing  Committee,  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 


HERITABLE    SECURITIES    (SCOTLAND) 
(re-committed)  BILL.— (No.  316.) 
Considered  in  Committee  ;  Committee 
report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

FEUS    AND    BUILDING     LEASES 
(SCOTLAND). 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Appendix, 
brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  238.] 

SELECT   COMMITTEES. 

Return  ordered.  **of  the  number  of  Select 
Committees  appointed  in  the  Session  of  1894,  in- 
cluding the  Standioff  Committees  and  the  Court 
of  Referees ;  the  subjects  of  inquiry  ;«the  names 
of  the  Members  appointed  to  senre  on  each  and 
the  Chairman  of  each  ;  the  number  of  days  each 
Committee  met,  and  the  number  of  days  each 
Member  attended ;  the  total  expense  of  the  at* 
tendance  of  Witnesses  at  each  Select  Committee, 
and  the  name  of  the  Member  who  moved  for 
such  Select  Committee  ;  also  the  total  number 
of  Members  who  served  on  Select  Committees 
(in  the  same  form  as,  and  in  contimuition  of, 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  0.175,  of  Seision 
1893-4)."- (Jfr.  /.  £,  EllU,) 


ADJOITRNMENT  MOTIONS  rNDER  STAND- 
ING ORDER  17. 
Return  orderel,  **  of  Motions  for  Adjourn* 
ment  under  Standing  Order  No.  17,  showing 
the  date  of  such  Motion,  the  name  of  the  Mem- 
ber proposing  the  definite  matter  of  urgent 
public  importance,  and  the  result  of  any  divi- 
sion taken  thereon  in  the  Session  1894  (in  the 
same  form  as,  and  in  continuation  of,  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  No.  99,  of  Session  1894)."— (jTr. 
J,  JS.  JSllU.) 


CIX>8URE     OF     DtCBATE     (STANDING 
ORDER    25). 

Return  ordered,  **  respecting  application  of 
Standing  Order  No.  26  (Closure  of  Debate)  during 
Session  1894  (in  the  same  form  as,  and  in  oon* 
tinuation  of,  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  57,  of 
Session  1894).— (JIfr.  J,  E.  JSUU,) 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
after  Twelve  6'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Friday,  27th  July  1894. 


FINANCE  BILL.— (No.  168.) 
COMMITTEE. 

HouRe  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

The  Duke  of  RUTLAND :  My 
LordSf  before  this  Motion  is  agreed  to  I 
wish  to  call  jour  Lordships*  attention  to 
a  statement  which  I  understood  was  maje 
by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack  yesterday  evening.  I  under- 
stood the  noble  and  learned  Lord  to  say 
— perhaps  I  was  wrong — that  it  was  ob- 
vious your  Lordships  had  no  right  to  in- 
terfere with  or  to  amend  a  Money  Bill, 
inasmuch  as  a  case  had  been  decided  in 
reference  to  the  powers  of  a  Second 
Chamber  in  one  of  the  colonies.  It 
strikes  me  that  any  Court  of  Law  which 
should  presume  to  lay  down  what  are  the 
privileges  and  what  are  not  the  privileges 
of  your  Lordships*  House  with  regard  to 
Money  Bills  would  be  incurring  a  very 
great  responsibility,  and  a  responsibility, 
as  far  as  I  know,  never  yet  assumed  by 
any  Court  of  Justice  in  this  Kingdom. 
1  trust,  therefore,  that  either  I  misunder- 
stood the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  or  that 
his  memory  was  not  quite  accurate  in 
supposing  that  the  privileges  of  your 
Lordships*  House  could  be  controlled  or 
determined  by  the  decision  of  any  Court 
of  Justice  in  this  Kingdom. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Herschell)  :  My  Lords,  the  decision 
or  expression  of  opinion  by  the  Privy 
Council  to  which  the  noble  Duke  has  re- 
ferred is  not  one  which  could  bind  any- 
one with  reference  to  the  rights,  what- 
ever they  may  be,  of  your  Lordships* 
House,  nor  did  it  purport  so  to  do.  It 
was  upon  a  point  on  which  Her  Majesty 
had  to  be  advised  by  the  Privy  Council, 
and  it  became  necessary  to  determine 
what,  in  the  view  of  the  Judicial  Com- 
mittee, in  a  case  from  one  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies,  were  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  Upper  Chamber  in  the 
colony.  A  question  arose  whether  it 
was  within  the  province  of  the  Upper 
Chamber  there  to  amend  a  Money  Bill. 
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That  depended  upon  the  opinion  of  the 
Judicial  Committee  as  to  whether  it 
was  within  the  constitutional  right  of 
this  House  to  do  so.  Inasmuch  as 
they  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  two  Houses  in  the  colony 
were  in  the  same  position  as  the  two 
Houses  here,  it  became  absolut^y 
necessary  to  form  an  opinion  upon  that 
point  for  the  purpose  of  the  decision. 
Their  opinion  was  that  it  was  not  within 
the  constitutional  right  of  this  House; 
and,  therefore,  not  within  the  constitu- 
tional right  of  the  Upper  Chamber  of  the 
colony,  to  amend  a  Money  Bill,  the  Upper 
Chamber,  as  I  have  said,  being  intended 
to  bear  the  same  relation  to  the  Lower 
Chamber  as  the  House  of  Lords  doea  to 
the  House  of  Commons.  Of  course,  it 
was  the  province  of  the  Privy  Council  to 
give  an  answer  to  the  question  by  ex-* 
pressing  that  opinion  ;  but  that  decision 
is  not  binding  in  any  way  upon  this 
House,  which  is  as  free  to  act  within  its 
rights  as  before.  I  only  cite  the  ease  as 
a  conclusion  come  to  after  coosideration 
by  high  judicial  personages  in  a  non- 
political  matter.  That  was  their  de- 
cision ;  it  may  be  right  or  it  may  be 
wrong  ;  but  whether  right  or  wrong,  it, 
of  course,  does  not  bind  this  House  in 
the  slightest  degree. 

Bill  reported  without  amendment  ; 
Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  anil 
Bill  to  be  read  3^  on  Monday  next, 

LICENSING    BILL. 
BILL  presented. 

•Lord  NORTON  drew  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  existing  law  with 
regard  to  the  forfeiture  of  licences  to  sell 
spirituous  liquors ;  and  presented  an 
amending  Bill.  He  said,  the  Bill  was  on 
a  subject  which  had  been  on  many  occa- 
sions mooted  in  the  House— the  excess 
of  licences  to  public-houses.  He  only 
proposed  to  ask  for  a  First  Reading,  as  it 
would  be  useless  to  expect  to  pass  the 
Bill  this  Session  through  Parliament.  A 
useful  purpose  would,  however,  be 
served  by  its  being  discussed  during  the 
Recess  with  a  view  to  legislation  next 
Session.  Nobody  would  dispute  that  the 
number  of  public-houses  was  excessive 
throughout  the  Kingdom.  Temptation 
was  thereby  ofTered  for  drunkenness,  and 
a  vicious  competition  resulted,  leading  to 
adulteration   of   the   drink   sold   to    tiie 
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pnblio .  The  oaase  of  the  excess  was  that 
liceDces  had  been  granted  arbitrarily  iipou 
no  principley  and  without  any  self- 
acting  control  of  the  relation  between 
supply  and  demand.  The  Bills  which 
had  been  presented  on  the  subject 
were  faulty  in  that  respect^  and, 
therefore,  did  not  deal  with  the  cause 
of  the  mischief.  Two  of  them  had 
emanated  from  the  Episcopal  Bench, 
greatly  to  its  credit.  The  Bishop  of 
London^s  Bill  proposed  to  suppress  arbi- 
trarily the  excess  of  licences  by  a 
reduction  of  one-fifth,  with  an  assumed 
proportion  of  population  in  each  locality, 
and  that  the  owners  of  the  suppressed 
houses  should  be  compensated  by 
those  remaining  unsuppressed.  That 
principle  your  Lordships  decided  could 
not  be  admitted.  The  Bishop  of  Chester^s 
Bill  was  based  on  the  Gothenburg 
plan  of  Government  supervision  over 
the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  —  the 
sale  being  undertaken  by  the  Go- 
vernment itself.  Their  Lordships  again 
decided  against  that  proposal,  con- 
sidering thatsueh  a  plan  would  be  wholly 
unsttited  to  this  country.  In  fact,  its 
success  was  much  disputed  even  in  Nor- 
way, and  there  was  very  little  encourage- 
ment for  its  adoption  elsewhere.  The  Go- 
vernment had  proposed  a  plan  of  Local 
Option,  for  which  principle  they 
seemed  to  have  a  great  predilection 
as  a  general  panacea  for  all  evils, 
though  it  was  difficult  to  imagine 
anything  more  likely  to  result  than 
a  battle  royal  over  the  question  which 
houses  were  to  be  suppressed  and  which 
were  not.  This  Bill  which  he  was  asking 
their  Lordships  to  read  a  first  time  simply 
proposed  that  the  existing  law  with  regard 
to  forfeiting  licences  persistently  abused 
should  be  more  fairly  carried  out.  It 
sought  to  make  effective  the  only  true 
check  to  excess  of  licensed  public  houses — 
which  was  the  existing  law — that  repeated 
obnvictioDS  of  abuses  should  forfeit  the 
licence  to  sell,  and  disqualify  the  premises 
so  abused.  Why  was  not  the  existing  law 
carried  out  ?  Simply  because  the  Magis- 
trates refrained  from  inflicting  the 
penalty  when  telling  severely  on  often  very 
costly  premises  which  they  had  licensed. 
The  Bill  he  was  submitting  to  the  House 
would  remove  that  scruple  and  miti- 
gating severity.  It  gave  an  alternative 
to  absolute  disqualification,  by  way 
of    a    fine,   not    exceeding    £100,   and 

Lard  Norton 


taking  sureties  for  better  conduct  in 
future.  The  rich  owners  of  tied  houses 
would  feel  this  a  moderate  penalty  for 
their  employment  of  persistently  offending 
servants,  and  they  would  easily  be  able 
to  give  surety  for  better  service.  Some 
of  the  lowest  pothouses,  making  a 
wretched  trade  out  of  great  national 
mischief,  would  rightly  succumb,  being 
unable  to  pay  even  a  moderate  fine, 
or  find  sureties  for  better  conduct.  In 
that  way,  and  in  that  way  only,  an 
illegitimate  supply  would  be  suppressed, 
without  any  claim  for  compensation. 
The  proposed  fine  was  not  to  exceed 
£100,  leaving  it  to  be  proportioned  to 
the  gravity  of.  the  conviction.  The 
Bishop  of  London  heartily  agreed  to 
support  the  Bill,  and  he  asked  that  their 
Lordships  should  allow  it  to  be  read  a 
first  time  in  order  that  it  might  be  dis- 
cussed throughout  the  country  during 
the  Recess,  and,  subject  to  the  views 
which  might  be  expressed,  introduced 
early  next  Session. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Licensing  Act,  1872 
— Was  presented  by  The  Lord  Norton. 

The   lord   CHANCELLOR  :  My 

Lords,  the  subject  to  which  the  noble 
Lord  has  called  attention  is  admitted  by 
all  to  be  of  great  importance.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  any  suggestion 
which  would  secure  that  licensed  houses 
should  be  better  kept,  and  that  more 
strenuous  efforts  should  be  made  to  pre- 
vent drunkenness  and  breaches  of  the 
law  certainly  well  deserve  attention  and 
support.  Personally,  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  there  has  not  been  sufficient 
use — not  the  use  which  the  Legislature 
intended— of  the  power  of  endorsing 
licences  in  cases  where  there  have  been 
convictions  and  consequent  disqualifica- 
tion of  the  holders  of  the  licences. 
There  has  been,  I  think,  too  great 
a  tendency  to  renew  the  licences  of 
houses  that  have  been  ill-conducted. 
That  arises  from  the  very  natural 
indisposition  of  any  tribunal  to  be  seem- 
ingly too  hard.  Magistrates  do  not  like 
to  endorse  a  licence  from  a  feeling, 
which  it  is  impossible  not  to  respect,  that 
the  result  of  so  doing  may  be  to  deprive 
a  person  whose  licence  is  endorsed  of  the 
opportunity  of  earning  his  livelihood. 
But  I  fear  that  the  interest  which  the 
public  have  in  securing  that  a  licensed 
house  is   properly   conducted  has   been 
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somewhat  kept  out  of  view  in  exteudiog 
this  consideration  to  the  licence-holder. 
There  is  a  further  evil  which  has  become 
intensified  of  late  years.  lu  former  times 
the  licence- holder  was  the  owner  of  the 
public-house,  and  there  was  in  that  fact  a 
great  security  that  the  house  would  be 
properly  conducted.  But  now  these 
houses  are  largely  managed  by  mere 
servants,  who  have  not  the  strong  in- 
ducement of  personal  interest  to  keep 
them  within  the  law.  And,  when  ftu 
offeBoe  is  committed,  the  tendenoy  is  not 
to  refuse  a  renewal  of  the  licence,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hard  that  the  brewer 
who  owns  the  house  •  should  have  his 
property  reduced  in  value  owing  to  the 
irregularities  or  misconduct  of  a  manager 
or  servant.  The  result  must  be,  and  has 
been,  that  the  public  have  not  the  same 
security  now  for  the  proper  conduct  of 
the  house  that  existed  formerly.  There- 
fore, I  think  any  measure  that  will  have 
the  result  of  more  strenuously  enforcing 
the  law,  and  making  the  owners  of 
public-houses  feel  that  the  proper  con- 
duct of  the  house  by  their  servants  or 
managers  is  quite  as  important  in  their 
interest  as  if  they  were  carrying  on  the 
business  themselves,  would  be  a  very 
desirable  amendment  of  the  law.  With- 
out expressing  any  opinion  on  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Bill,  I  am  heartily  in 
sympathy  with  the  object  which  the 
noble  Lord  has  in  view. 

Bill  read  1^  ;  and  to  be  printed.  (No. 
181.) 

CHIMNEY  SWBEPBBS  BILL.— (No.    132.) 
COMMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Clause  1. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN 
asked  the  noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  whether  it  was  intended  altogether 
to  prevent  chimney  sweepers  from  giving 
their  well-known  cry  in  the  streets  in 
pursuit  of  their  calling,  as  they  were  not 
prohibited  from  making  themselves  heard 
when  they  reached  houses  to  which  they 
had  been  summoned.  Was  the  prohibi- 
tion directed  against  their  soliciting  em- 
ployment ? 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  said, 
the  wording  of  the  clause  explained  its 
objects.     Sweeps  were  not  to  use  noisy 


instruments  to  the  annoyanoe  of  the 
public,  or  to  cause  anyone  else  to  do  the 
said  acts 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN 
said,  with  regard  to  '^  ringing  f^  bell,^*  he 
had  heard  that  done  by.mu0\nrQlfo«jbut 
never  by  sweeps.  They  appeared,,  /it 
any  rate,  to  be  prohibited  from  niotttit)g 
in  the  streets;  *  ^ " 

The  Earl  of  DUN^VEN  wM»  }he 
clause  meant  tliat  they  wei;^  no(t  tfi  ripg  , 
door  bells  to  the  annoyauciq.of  t^9,  iq,-} 
habitants  of  houses. 

Clause  agreed  to.  * 

Clause  2. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  moved 
to  leave  out,  in  line  16,  all  the  words  after 
'^  issue,**  to  the  end  of  the  clause.  It 
was  a  drafting  Amendment  rendered 
necessary  by  what  had  been  done  in  the 
other  House. 

Amendment  moved,  in  line  16,  to 
leave  out  all  the  words  after  "  issue,'*  to 
the  erid  of  the  clause. — (The  Earl  of 
Dnnraven.) 

LoRp  ASHBOURNE  ask^.  what 
wQuld  be  the  result  of  leaving,  oat  the 
words  as  regarded  Ireland  ?  Tfaqtfe.was. 
no  provision  for  that*  -    < 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  said,. 
the  words  might  be  found  to  be  unneces* 
sary. 

Lord  MONKSWELL  said,  ithe  sitate 
of  the  case  was  that  it  was  not  intended 
that  the  law  should  be  interfered  with, 
and  it  was  undesirable  to  use  words  in 
the  Bill  which  would  lead  to  the  siif>- 
position  that  the  law  was  altered. 

Amendnient  negatived.  .     ' 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to.. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee ;  and  to*  be  printed  as  amende. 
(No.  182.) 

NAOTICAL  ASSBS80RS  (SCOTLAND^ 
BILL.— (No.  179,) 

second  reading. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Beadr 
ing,  read. 

The  LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  fLord 
Tweedmouth)  said,  the  object  oi  this 
Bill  was  to  extend  to  the  Scotch  Courts  the 
same  advantages  which  English  Courts 
already    possessed    of    having   nautical 
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assessors  to  advise  them  in  maritime 
cases.  The  Bill  had  been  submitted  to 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
sack, and  had  his  approval.  It  would 
be  of  great  advantage  to  the  Scotch 
Courts  to  have  this  privilege. 

Moved, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
—{The  Lord  Tweedmouih.) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Mondaj  next. 

PUBLIC    LIBRARIES    (IRELAND)    ACTS 

AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.   180.) 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  said,  he 
moved  the  Second  Beading  of  this  Bill 
in  no  official  capacity,  but  simply  at  the 
request  of  Members  of  the  other  House 
who  had  promoted  it  there.  Its  object 
was  to  extend  to  Irish  towns  and  town- 
ships having  Commissioners  the  same 
privilege  of  establishing  public  libraries 
as  was  enjoyed  in  England.  By  the  Act 
of  1886  applying  to  public  libraries  in 
Ireland,  the  limit  of  popnlatiou  in  towns 
to  which  the  Act  applied  was  5,000. 
This  Bill  would  enable  118  towns  in- 
stead of  46  to  have  public  libraries.  Its 
provisions  differed  in  no  way  from  those 
at  present  in  foree  in  England  except 
that  an  alternative  was  given  to  the 
Urban  Authorities  of  bringing  the  Act 
into  force,  and  a  petition  of  10  ratepayers 
would  enable  the  Commissioners  to  take 
a  poll  of  the  inhabitants.  In  the  other 
House  the  Bill  was  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee,  by  whom  it  was  carefully 
considered/  It  was  approved  by  the 
Irish  Office,  and  was  backed  by  the 
names  of  Members  representing  such 
various  sections  of  the  House  of  Commons 
as  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Carson,  Mr.  J.  Red- 
mond, Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  Mr.  W. 
Johnston,  Sir  J.  Lubbock,  and  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»." 
{The  Lord  Tweedmouth.) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said,  in  face  of 
the  startling  list  of  names  given  by  the 
noble  Lord,  it  would  require  a  very 
daring  man  to  get  up  in  their  Lordships' 
House  and  oppose  the  Second  ReadiugN. 
of  a  Bill  so  backed.  He  certainly  was  V 
Lord  Tweedmouth 


not  that  man.  An  Irishman  himself  he 
fully  recognised  the  significance  of  the 
union  of  names  sometimes  strongly  op- 
posed. The  Bill  had  been  introduced 
lately,  and  he  had  not  yet  been  able  to 
give  it  more  than  a  cursory  reading  ; 
but  he  hoped  to  read  it  in  more  detail 
later  on,  and  trusted  it  would  pass  their 
Lordships'  House  without  the  enunciation 
of  any  serious  difficulty. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  15)  BILL.— (No.  126.) 

Read  3^  (according  to  Order),  with 
the  Amendment,  and  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

STATUTE  LAW  REVISION  BILLS  AND 
CONSOLIDATION  BILLS. 
The  Lord  Welby  added  to  the  Joint 
Committee  :  And  a  Message  ordered  to 
be  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  to 
acquaint  them  therewith,  and  to  request 
them  to  add  one  of  their  Members  to  the 
said  Joint  Committee. 

PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL  [H.L.].-(No  166.) 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order)  :  The  Amendments  proposed  by 
the  Joint  Committee  made  :  Standing 
Committee  negatived :  The  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Monday 
next. 

COPYHOLD  (CONSOLIDATION)  BILL 
[H.L.]— (No.  171.) 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3^  on  Monday 
next. 

PAROCHIAL  ELECTORS  (REGISTRATION 
ACCELERATION)  BILL.-(No.  174.) 
Read   3*  (according  to   Order),  with 
the   Amebdments,  and  passed,   and   re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  to  be 
considered  on  Monday  next,  in  order  to 
its  being  dispensed  with  for  that  day's 
Sitting. 


\ 


\ 


House  acljouroed  at  Fire  o'clock, 

to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 

before  Eleven  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  27th  July  1894. 


Q  U  E  S  TIO  KS. 


NEWTON  ABBOT  WORKHOUSE. 

Sm  S.  NORTHCOTE  (Exeter) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Governmeut  Board  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Newton  Abbot  WcM-khouse  Guardians,  as 
reported  in  The  Western  Morning  News 
and  Western  Daily  Mercury  of  5th 
ffjulj  ;  and  if  he  can  now  state  what  de- 
cision the  Local  Government  Board  have 
arrived  at  with  regard  to  the  confirmation 
of  the  appointments  of  the  new  master, 
matron,  and  principal  nurse  in  this 
establishment  ? 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Shaw- 
Lefevre,  Bradford,  Central)  :  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  communicated 
to  the  Guardians  of  the  Newton  Abbot 
Union  their  decision  with  reference  to  the 
re-appoiutmeut  of  the  master  of  the 
Workhouse  ;  but  the  Board's  letter  has 
not  yet  been  submitted  at  a  meeting  pf 
the  Guardians,  and  I  think  it  right  that 
the  Guardians  should  be  made  aware  of 
the  decision  of  the  Board  before  the  effect 
of  it  is  stated  bj  me  in  the  House. 
With  respect  to  the  office  of  principal 
nurse,  the  Board  urged  upon  the  Guar- 
dians that  thej  should  obtain  the  services 
of  a  person  holding  a  certificate  as  a 
trained  nurse  and  also  a  certificate  in 
midwiferj,  and  I  am  informed  bj  the 
Guardians  that  thej  have  now  appointed 
as  head  nurse  a  person  who  has  been 
reox)mmended  by  the  Workhouse  Nursing 
Association. 

THE  STRAITS  SKTTLBMBNT8. 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  any 
decision  has  been  arrived  at  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  military  contribution  to 
be  paid  annually  by  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments ;  and  if  he  will  state  the  amount  ? 

Mr,  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbttry)  :  At  the  safpe  time,  I  will  ask 


if  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  can 
state  when  a  decision  will  be  arrived  at 
with  regard  to  the  military  contribution 
to  be  exacted  in  future  from  the  Straits 
Settlements  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOE  the  colonies  (Mr.  S. 
Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)  :  I 
extremely  regret  that  I  am  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  give  any  definite  reply  on  the 
matter.  I  understand  that  the  matter  is 
under  the  special  consideration  of  the 
Treasury  to-day,  and  I  have  every 
reason,  therefore,  to  hope  that  a  speedy 
conclusion  will  be  come  to  on  tbe 
matter. 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON  :  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  be  able  to  give  me  an  answer 
on  Monday  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON :  I  should  like  a 
few  days  longer. 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON :  Then  1  will 
put  it  down  for  Thursday. 

LONDONDBRRY  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  (Galway)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  strong  feeling  in  the  County 
of  Londonderry  in  favour  of  having  the 
new  asylum  erected  in  a  central  part  of 
that  county  ;  whether  any  decision  as  to 
the  site  has  been  arrived  at ;  and  whe- 
ther he  will  suggest  to  the  Board  of 
Control  the  desirability  of  selecting  a  site 
in  a  central  district  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.Morlby,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne)  :  I  am  aware  that  several 
communications  have  been  received  in 
favour  of  various  sites — situate  indiffei^nt 
parts  of  the  County  Londonderry— for 
the  new  asylum.  The  question  of  select- 
ing a  site  is  at  present  under  considera- 
tion, and  no  decision  has  beeu  come  to, 
or  will  be  arrived  at,  without  full  con- 
sultation between  the  Board  of  Control 
and  the  Board  of  Governors. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  Corporation 
of  Derry  are  bringing  undue  pressure  to 
bear  on  the  Board  of  Control  to  influence 
the  decision  of  that  body  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  Boani  of 
Control  have  not  made  any  complaint  to 
that  effect. 

Sir  T.  Lea  also  asked  a  question  as 
to  the  sites  inspected  by  the  Visiting  Com- 
mittee ;  but  Mr.  J.  Morley  intimated  that 
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he  could  not  answer  offhand,  and  the 
hon.  Baronet  therenpon  gave  notice  that 
he  would  put  a  question  on  the  Piiper 
f6r  Monday. 


•ROYAL  LIVKR  FRIENDLY  SOCIETY. 
.'  Mlt.  JACKS  (Stirlingshire)  :  I  beg  to 
ksk  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  any 
«t»pd  have  been  taken  to  prevent  a  repe- 
titiocr  of  tile  cases  of  the  Royal  Liver 
FfSeudly  Society  recently  brought  under 
his  notice ;  if  his  attention  has  been 
culled  to  a  report  in  the  Darwin  paper  of 
the  1 4th  instant,  where  similar  acts  seem 
to  have  been  committed  by  the  York- 
shire Provident  Life  Assurance  Com- 
•pany  ;  if  he  is  aware  that  such  experi- 
ences are  having  a  very  bad  influence  on 
the  niore  thrifty  of  the  working  commu- 
nity i  and  if  Ae  will  have  such  steps 
taken  as  will  put  an  end  to  such  illegal 
courses  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert,  Oldham)  :  I 
have  been    in   communication  with   the 
Chi<if  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies  on 
thifi^  question,  and   I   am  informed  that 
the  managers  of  the  Royal  Liver  Friendly 
So^ifety  have  undertaken  to  do  all  they 
cata  to  discourage  misrepresentation  by 
their  agents.     The  case  to   which  my 
hon.  Ftiend  now  calls  attention  appears 
to  be  etoentially  different   from  that  of 
the  Royal  Livor,  being  apparently  a  case 
of'  illegal  assurance   made  void  by  the 
Gambling  Act,  14  Geo.  3,  c.  58  ;  but  as 
AVioQTtkB  tbat  the  decision  of  the  Magis- 
trates Is  to  be  appealed  against,  it  would 
sdarcely  be  proper  to  comment  upon  it. 
No  doubt  such  experiences  might   ulti- 
'th&tely  have  a  bad  influence  on  the  more 
thrifty  of  the  wt)rkiug  community,  but, 
so  far  as   they  tend  to  discourage  the 
effi^tin^  of  Illegal   insurauces,  to  that 
^:itt^nt  the  effect  #oilld  not  be  prejudicial. 
Uiifdir  the  existing   law   no   offence    is 
committed  by  a  company  which  grants 
an  illegal  policy  on  the  life  of  an  adult ; 
no  steps  can,  therefore,  be  taken  to  put 
an  end  to  such  illegal  courses  without 
further  legislation,  though  such  legisla- 
tion would,  I  think,  be  highly  desirable. 

STRANDRLAR  AND  BTRABANB 
RAILWAY. 
Mr.   MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whe- 
ther his  attention  hns  been  directed  to  the 
fwk  that,  although  thfe  Donegal  Railway 


Company  have,  since  the  narrow  gauging 
of  their  lino  from  StraooWar  to  Strabdne, 
re-arranged  their  train  service,  so  that  a 
train  leaves  Killybegs  at  11.15  a.m. 
instead  of  9.15  a.m.,  and  Donegal  at 
12.35  p.m.  instead  of  11  a.m.,  to  catch 
the  limited  mail  train  to  Dublin  at  Stra- 
bane,  the  postal  authorities  continue  to 
despatch  the  malls  froni  Killybegs  at 
7.30  ^.m.,  and  from  Donegal  at  10.30 
a.m.,  though  the  later  train  is  available 
without  any  extra  cost,  thus  depriving 
the  public  of  several  hours  for  writing 
letters  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  all 
the  mails  for  the  district  west  of  Done- 
gal Town  are  carried  by  a  train  arriving 
at  Killybegs  several  hours  later  than  the 
mails  were  formerly  delivered  by  car  ; 
whether  this  inconvenience  arises  from 
the  refusal  of  the  Treasury  to  approve  of 
an  offer  of  the  Railway  Company,  for  a 
very  small  additional  cost,  to  run  a 
special  train  conveying  the  mails  several 
hours  earlier  than  they  had  formerly 
been  delivered  by  car ;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  grave  inconvenience 
entailed  on  business  men  by  the  present 
system,  steps  will  be  taken  for  the 
acceleration  of  the  delivery  of  the  mails 
in  this  district  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Mr.  A.  MoRLEY,  Nottingham,  E.)  :  I 
And  that  the  alteration  of  train  service 
referred  to  came  into  eflTect  on  the  16th 
instaut,  but  the  Railway  Company  have 
intimated  that  they  will  revert  to  the 
former  arrangement  on  the  Ist  proximo. 
It  is  true  that  the  night  mails  now  arrive 
by  railway  at  some  places  on  the  Killy- 
begs line  later  than  they  used  to  arrive 
by  car.  There  is  compensation  for  this, 
however,  in  the  late'  despatch  from  those 
places  ;  and  longer  intervals  for  reply 
are  now  afforded.  There  has  been  no 
refusal  of  terms  offered  by  the  Company 
for  an  improved  service,  and  negotiations 
to  that  end  are  pending  which  I  hope 
may  be  brought  to  a  successful  issue. 

COLDBATH  FIELDS  MONEY  ORDER 
OFFICE. 

Mr.  HALSEY  (Herts,  Watford) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whe- 
ther, in  view  of  the  Reports  of  Lord 
Play  fair  and  Mr.  Corfield  as  to  the  very 
defective  state  of  the  ventilation  of  the 
Money  Order  Office,  late  Coldbath  Fields 
Prison,  he  will  take  immediate  measures 
to  carry  out  the  recommendations  con-- 
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tained  in  their  Reports,  and  in  the  mean- 
time, in  the  interest  of  the  health  of 
those  employed,  discontine  the  use  of  the 
building  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  Measures  are 
being  taken  for  carrying  out  forthwith 
the  improvements  in  the  ventilation 
which  have  been  recommended,  and  it  is 
found  that  the  work  can  be  done  without 
interruption  to  the  use  of  the  building. 
I  may  add  that  at  this  period  of  the  year, 
when  many  of  the  staff  are  absent  on 
their  annual  holiday,  and  the  windows 
can  be  kept  open,  the  defective  state  of 
the  ventilation,  which  was  noticed  in  the 
polder  months,  is  not  apparent. 

SiK  A.  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.)  :  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  the  Report  does  not  state 
that  a  thorough  system  of  ventilation  is 
impossible  owing  to  the  construction  of 
the  building  ?  Does  he  think  ventilation 
by  one  window  is  a  safe  course  to  persist 
in,  and  is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  promise  was 
given  by  the  Government  in  August, 
1 888,  that  the  occupation  of  the  building 
should  only  be  temporary  ? 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  :  Is 
is  not  a  fact  that  several  of  the  clerks 
have  been  away  at  different  times  from 
serious  illnesses  caused  from  the  bad  con- 
dition of  the  building  ? 

•Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  I  am  unable  to 
answer  that  question  definitely ;  but,  so  far 
as  I  know,  no  undue  amount  of  sickness 
of  a  serious  character  has  been  reported. 
No  doubt  the  state  of  the  ventilation  has 
been  productive  of  some  sickness. 

Sir  a.  ROLLIT:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  my  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  or  no  a  pledge  was 
given  by  the  Government  in  1888  that 
the  occupation  of  the  building  should  be 
temporary. 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  At  the  time  men- 
tioned no  donbt  the  Government  intended 
that  the  occupation  of  the  premises  should 
be  temporary  only,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  any  pledge  to  that  effect  was  given 
by  them. 

BRENTWOOD  SCHOOL  SCANDALS. 
Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  he  has  observed  that 
in  the  evidence  given  at  the  Government 
inquiry  into  the  cruelty  to  children  caste 
at  Brentwood,  Essex,  it  was  stated  that 
the  visit  of  each  member  of  the  School 


Committee  cost  the  ratepayers  98. — 
namely,  5s.  first-class  fare  and  4s.  re- 
freshments ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
comments  of  the  learned  Judge  at  the 
recent  Essex  Assize  on  the  way  these 
duties  had  been  neglected  with  reference 
to  the  children,  he  would  order  these  per- 
sons to  be  surcharged  for  their  refresh- 
ments and  first-class  fares  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  An  inquiry 
with  reference  to  the  Brentwood  School, 
which  extended  to  the  question  of  the 
visitation  of  the  school  by  the  Visiting 
Committee,  has  just  been  concluded,  but 
I  have  not  yet  received  the  Report  on 
the  inquiry.  I  have  no  authority  to 
order  members  of  the  Committee  to  be 
surcharged,  as  suggested,  with  the  amount 
of  their  expenses  in  visiting  the  school. 

Major  RASCH  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  aware  that  the  clerk  to 
the  Guardians  stated  in  his  evidence  that 
an  allowance  was  made  to  the  members 
of  the  Visiting  Committee  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  :  I  have  no 
information  on  that  matter. 

LABOURERS'  C0TTA0B8  IN  THE 
DUNGANNON  UNION. 

Mr.  W.  O'BRIEN  (Cork) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lientenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  conduct  of 
the  majority  of  the  Dungannon,  County 
Tyrone,  Board  of  Guardians  in  per- 
sistently declining  to  put  the  Labourers' 
Act  in  force  in  the  Annamoe  division, 
notwithstanding  a  duly  sighed  requisition 
from  the  ratepayers,  and  to  the  chair- 
man's statement  that  he  was  opposed  to 
this  Act  being  introduced  into  the  Union, 
and  wanted  to  prevent  it  really  being  in- 
troduced there;  and  whether  he  will 
advise  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
send  down  an  Inspector  at  once  to  in- 
quire into  the  Guardians'  neglect  of  their 
legal  duty? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  The  matter  has 
been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  who  have  al- 
already  asked  the  Guardians  to  furnish 
copy  of  the  representation  received  from 
the  ratepayers,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  sanitary  officer's  certificate  in  relation 
thereto,  and  particulars  as  to  the  vacant 
houses  which  the  Guardians  alleged  to 
be  available  for  the  acconnnodation  of 
labourers.  A  complaint  on  the  sub- 
ject was   received    from  a  man   named 
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Francis  McAleer  (on  whose  behalf  the 
represeotatioa  was  apparently  made),  and 
the  Board  have  informed  him  that  auj 
application  for  an  inquiry  into  the  matter 
should,  under  Section  4  of  the  Act  of 
1891,  be  signed  by  the  persons  who 
signed  the  representation. 

EXEMPTION  FROM  THE  FACTORY 
ACTS. 

Sift  H.  MAXWELL  (Wigton)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  £(ome  Department  whether  he 
has  power  to  make  order  exempting  cer- 
tain industries  from  some  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Factory  Acts  ;  whether  such 
an  exemption  has  been  made  affecting 
the  necessary  Sunday  labour  of  women 
and  boys  dealing  with  fruit  at  factories 
during  the  months  of  June,  July,  August, 
and  Septeml»er ;  whether  he  will  consider 
if  a  similar  exemption  may  be  extended 
to  creameries  during  the  summer  months, 
seeing  that  in  them  a  commodity  more 
perishable  than  fruit  has  to  be  handled  ; 
and  if  this  proposal  commends  itself  to 
his  judgment,  if  he  will  direct  the  sus- 
sponsion  of  the  prosecutions  now  pend- 
ing against  the  managers  of  certain 
creameries  in  Scotland  ? 

Thu;  secretary  of  STATE  kor 
THJB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
AsQuiTH,  Fife,  E,)  ;  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  no  power  to  grant  such  an 
exemptipn  as  is  suggested  in  the  ijuestioo. 
The  process  of  cleaning  and  preparing 
fruit  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  prevent  the 
spoiling  of  the  fruit  on  its  arrival  at  a 
factory  or  workshop  during  the  months  of 
June,  July,  August,  and  September,  was 
exempted  by  the  Factory  Act,  1891,  and 
not  by  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  discontinue  the  pro- 
secutions to  which  the  hon.  Baronet 
refers.  I  am,  however,  making  inquiries 
as  to  the  arrangements  in  respect  of  Sun- 
day labKour  in  all  the  creameries  in  the 
Kingdom,  and  I  will  see  whether  legis- 
lation on  the  question  is  required. 

INFANT  INSURANCE  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  observations 
of  Mr.  Justice  Gibson  on  the  insurance 
of  the  life  of  an  infant  whose  parents, 
Eliza  and  Andrew  Bell,  were  charged  at 
the  County  Antrim  Summer  Assizes  last 
Mr,  J,  flforiey 


week  with  having  wilfully  neglected  their 
child,  who  died  in  the  Belfast  Union 
Hospital  on  the  19th  instant ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  Judge  described  the 
facilities  given  by  the  insurance  office 
as  a  fatal  inducement  to  parents  to  carry 
the  insurance  to  such  offices ;  and  whe- 
ther, considering  the  recent  disclosures  at 
the  Coroner's  Court,  Belfast,  as  to  the 
temptation  and  danger  of  insuring  the 
lives  of  children,  he  will  make  inquiry  into 
the  matter  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  The  facts  are  as 
stated  by  my  hon.  Friend.  Legislation 
would  be  necessary,  however,  to  check 
the  evils  to  which  the  learned  Judge 
referred,  and  in  whose  observations  I 
quite  concur ;  but,  as  'my  hon.  Friend  is 
aware,  there  is  no  possibility  of  taking 
action  in  this  direction  just  at  present. 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  consider  the  propriety 
of  introducing  a  Bill  on  this  important 
subject  early  next  Session  ? 

Mr,  J.  MORLEY  :  This  is  a  BiU 
which  would  affect  England  as  well  as 
Ireland — it  would  affect  the  United 
Kingdom  in  fact — and  I  am  not  sure  it 
would  fall  within  my  province  to  intro- 
duce it.  It  certainly  is  a  matter  which 
ought  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  M*CARTAN  :  Cannot  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  induce  the  Government 
to  afford  facilities  for  passing  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House  ?  We  are  agreed 
on  that. 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON :  No,  we  are 
are  not  agreed. 

[The  question  was  not  answered.] 

COUNTY  CESS;  UATHLIN  ISLAND. 

Mr.  M*CARTAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loi3  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
poor  farmers  of  Rathlin  Island  are  now 
obliged  to  contribute  towards  the  county 
cess  for  the  making  and  maintenance  of 
the  county  roads  in  the  barony  of  Cary, 
in  County  Antrim,  notwithstanding  that 
these  Islanders  derive  no  advantage  what- 
ever from  the  expenditure  ;  and  whether 
he  will  consider  the  desirability  of  taking 
steps  to  relieve  them  from  this  imposi^ 
tion  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  Rathlin  Island 
forms  part  of  the  Barony  of  Cary  and 
contributes,  in  proportion  to  its  valua- 
tion, to  the  cess  levied  on  the  barony^ 
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The  County  Surveyor  states  it  is  not 
correct  to  suggest  that  the  Islanders 
(leriTe  no  advantage  whatever  from  the 
expenditure.  The  roads  on  the  Island, 
which  are  numerous,  are  made  and  main- 
tained out  of  the  county  cess  in  common 
with  the  other  roads  in  the  barony  on 
the  mainland.  The  matter  is  one  that  is 
regulated  by  the  Grand  Jury  Acts,  and 
the  Government  have  no  power  to  inter- 
fere. 

RATHLIN  ISLAND  VOTERS. 

Mr.  M'CARTAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuteuaut 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  there 
is  no  polling  station  on  the  Island  of 
Bathlin,  which  is  situated  so  far  from 
the  County  Antrim  coast  that  the  electors 
of  the  Island  are  practically  disfranchised; 
and  whether  he  will  make  inquiry  to  see 
if  anything  can  be  done  to  enable  them 
to  record  their  votes  at  Parliamentary 
elections  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  It  is  the  case  that 
there  is  no  polling  station  on  this  Island. 
The  nearest  polling  station  is  at  Bally- 
castle,  which  is  nine  miles  distant  on  the 
mainland.  I  am  afraid  it  is  not  practi- 
cable to  take  any  effective  stef  s  in  the 
direction  suggested.  However,  I  shall 
make  inquiry  in  the  matter. 

POOR  RATE  COLLECTIONS  IN  SOUTH 
LEITRIM. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  are  aware  that  Mr. 
Matthew  Creegan,  of  Clooncoose,  South 
Leitrim,  whose  valuation  is  £3  Ids.,  has 
been  obliged  twice  to  pay  the  poor  rates 
with  costs  by  the  rate  collector,  Mr. 
Charles  Pope  ;  and  whether,  as  the  land- 
lord, Colonel  French,  is  liable  to  pay  the 
poor  rates  for  all  tenants  under  £4  valua- 
tion, the  Local  Government  Board  will 
direct  that  these  rates  be  collected 
in  future  from  the  landlord  of  this 
estate  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  are  informed  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Mohill  Union  that  the 
Magistrates  in  Petty  Sessions  decided 
that  the  landlord  was  not  liable  for  the 
rates  in  this  case,  Creegan  being  rated  in 
common  with  another  person  at  £5  os., 
and  the  landlord  only  recognising  one 
tenant,  The  question  having  been  deter- 


mined by  a  legal  tribunal,  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  have  no  power  to  inter- 
fere in  the  matter. 

MALICIOUS  BURNING  IN  OALWAY. 

Mr.,T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  house  and  shop  of  a  man 
named  Kinton  were  maliciously  burned 
and  everything  destroyed  on  Sunday 
night  last,  at  Moyrus,  County  Galway, 
and  that  the  police  found  paraffin  and 
matches  near  the  ruins  ;  and  if,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  state  of  feeling  in 
Moyrus,  he  will  consider  the  propriety  of 
establishing  a  police  station  there  for  the 
protection  of  life  and  property  ? 

Mr.  bodkin  (Roscommon,  S.)  :  Is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  a 
bad  case  of  this  nature  occurred  on  the 
De  Freyne  estate  lately,  and  that  for  it 
no  one  was  amenable  ?  Seeing  that  this 
offence  is  so  often  practised  with  im- 
punity by  the  Irish  landlords,  will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  take  steps  to  secure 
its  impartial  repression. 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  There  is  no 
question  of  landlord  and  tenant  in  this 
case. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  must  confess  I 
do  not  think  the  cases  cited  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  are  very  apt.  It  is 
a  fact  that  the  house  and  shop  of  Mr. 
Kinton,  together  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  property,  were  destroyed  by 
fire  on  Monday  morning,  and  that  paraffin 
oil  and  matches  were  fouud  near  the 
scene.  The  Divisional  Commissioner 
and  County  Inspector  have  personally 
investigated  the  case  on  the  spot,  and 
both  of  these  officers  inform  me  that  the 
motive  of  the  occurrence  is  at  present  in- 
volved in  some  doubt.  Kinton  is  most 
popular  with  his  Roman  Catholic  neigh- 
bours, with  whom  he  did  a  very  flourish- 
ing trade,  and  he  did  not  in  any  way  mix 
himself  up  with  the  mission  work  in  the 
locality.  He  was  always  a  Protestant, 
and  there  is  nothing  sectarian  in  the  case. 
The  matter  of  placing  a  police  barrack 
at  Moyrus  has  been  for  some  time  under 
consideration,  but  the  Divisional  Commis- 
sioner sees  no  reason  for  concluding  that 
the  occurrence  of  this  outrage  renders  the 
establishment  of  a  police-station  neces- 
sary. As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  police  patrol 
had  passed  Kin  ton's  house  shortly  before 
the  fire  was  observed,  and  they  had  only 
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got  about  half  a  mile  from  the  house 
when  the  flames  were  observed,  and  they 
hastened  to  the  scene.  The  police  could' 
not  have  been  more  promptly  on  the  spot 
even  had  there  been  a  barrack  at  Moyrus 
at  the  time. 

•Mk.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that  on  the  Estimates  I  shall  raise 
the  question  of  police  protection  at 
Moyrus. 

HYDE  PARK. 

Mr.  SPICER  (Monmouth,  &c.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether  he  will  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  throwing  open  to  the  general 
public  the  various  roads  intersecting 
Hyde  Park,  the  cost  of  maintaining  which 
is  borne  by  the  nation,  instead  of  mainly 
reserving  these  roads,  as  is  now  the  case, 
for  the  use  of  private  carriages  ? 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  H.  Gladstone,  Leeds, 
W.)  :  I  would  invite  the  attention  of  my. 
hon.  Friend  to  the  reply  which  I  gave  in 
the  House  on  the  15th  ult.  to  a  very 
similar  question  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Northampton.  I  then  said 
that  no  representations  had  up  to  that 
time  been  made  to  the  Office  of  Works  in 
favour  of  the  change,  which  was  so  con- 
siderable a  one  that  I  did  not  think  it 
could  be  made  without  some  expression 
of  opinion  by  the  House. 

LETTER  BOXES  ON  TRAINS. 
Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  :  I  beg 

•to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether 
he  is  aware  that  there  exists  a  general 
feeling  of  surprise  and  dissatisfaction  at 
the  delay  in  attaching  letter  boT^es  to  all 
through  trains  ;  whether  the  Post  Office 
Department  has  considered  the  question, 
and  made  the  necessary  arningements 
with  the  Railway  Companies  ;  and,  if  not, 
what  objections  have  been  rair^ed,  and  by 
whom,  to  the  institution  of  this  reform ; 
and  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  through 
trains  in  the  leading  foreign  conntries 
and  in  the  colonies  are  provided  with 
letter  boxes  ? 

Mr.  A.  MORLEY:  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  such  feeling  exists.  It  has  been 
found  practicable  in  some  few  cases  to 
afford  the  accommodation  by  ordinary 
trains  in  accordance  with  requests  made 
to  the  Department,  but  applications  on 
the  subject  are  rare.  Wherever  a  sorting 
carriage  is  run  in  a  train  the  public  can 
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hand  their  letters  in  >for  post,  provided 
they  bear  a  late-fee  stamp  of  ^d. ;  but 
there  are  many  practical  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  the  use  of  letter  boxes  by  all 
through  trains,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to 
adopt  the  system  generally.  Special 
provision  has,  however,  been  made  for 
sending  letters  on  an  emergency  by  rail- 
way for  a  fee  of  2d.  in  addition  to  the 
postage,  and  much  success  has  attended 
this  arrangement.  I  have  no  recent 
knowledge  of  the  Continental  or  Colonial 
practice  ;  but  I  understand  that  io  France 
and  Germany  the  rule  is  to  attach  letter 
boxes  to  mail  trains  only,  though  ordinary 
trains  sometimes  carry  them ;  but  even  in 
these  countries,  so  far  as  my  information 
goes,  the  system  has  not  been  attended 
with  much  advantage,  and  it  is  said  that 
of  late  years  it  has  not  been  extended. 

ENNISKILLBN  ROYAL  SCHOOL  ESTATB 
TENANTRY. 

Mr.M'GILLIGAN  (Fermanagh,  S.)  : 
I  bog  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1)  whether 
he  is  aWare  that  the  tenants  on  the 
Enniskillen  Royal  School  Estate  are 
anxious  to  purchase  their  holdings,  and 
have  offered  16  years*  purchase  for  them 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Education  in 
December  last,  and  as  yet  have  received 
no  definite  reply ;  that  the  Enniskillen 
Board  is  favourable  to  the  sale  ;  and 
that  the  condition  of  these  tenants  is  such 
that  they  will  be  unable  to  pay  their  rents 
in  the  future  unless  they  obtain  relief 
either  by  purchase  or  abatement;  (2) 
have  the  managers  of  this  estate,  who  in 
1893  received  the  sum  of  £576  8e.  5d. 
for  their  services,  a  voice  in  opposing 
the  sale  to  the  tenants  ;  (3)  and  will 
inquiries  be  made  with  a  view  of  meeting 
the  requirements  of  the  tenants  on  this 
estate  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  (1)  The  facts  are 
generally  as  stated  in  the  first  paragraph, 
except  as  I  am  informed,  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Education  have  no  information 
as  to  the  statement  at  the  end  of  the  first 
paragraph.  They  have,  however,  directed 
their  agent  to  report  to  them  any  oases 
whore  the  circnmstances  would  appear 
to  call  for  special  consideration.  (2) 
The  cost  of  management  of  the  estate  in 
1893  was  as  stated  in  the  second  para- 
graph. Of  this  sum  the  agent  received 
£103,  and  the  remainder  went  to  pay  the 
usual  outgoings  for  rates,  taxes,  labour, 
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&c.  on  the  estate.  (3)  The  agent  has 
not  been  consnlted  with  reference  to  the 
question  of  sale. 

ASHPERTON  AND  CANON  FFROMB 
NATIONAL  SCHOOLS. 

Mb.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Here- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Council  on  Education  is  bo  aware 
that  the  Asbperton  and  Canon  Ffrome 
National  Schools  in  the  County  of 
Hereford  were  built  in  1855'  on  plans 
sanctioued  by  the  Education  Department, 
and  enlarged  in  1874  in  accordance  with 
plans  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the 
Department,  and  altered  and  repaired  at 
considerable  cost  in  1890  and  1892  ;  that 
the  main  school-room,  without  the  class- 
room, is  large  enough  to  accommodate  30 
more  children  than  are  in  average  atten- 
dance ;  and,  that  for  20  years  past  the 
school  has  not  received  the  good  or 
excellent  grant ;  and  will  he  explain 
why  the  managers  have  been  ordered  to 
enlarge  their  class-room  in  order  to  secure 
the  better  training  of  infants  although 
an  infant  class  does  not  exist  (the 
average  of  infants  being  under  20),  and 
there  is  ample  space  for  such  training  in 
the  main  school-room,  in  view  of  his 
utterance  to  the  effect  that  be  did  not 
wish  to  unduly  press  existing  schools  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  Acland,  York,  W.R.,; 
Rotherham)  :  This  school  was  built  iuj 
1855  with  the  aid  of  a  Parliamentary 
gtaal,  and  a  class-room  was  added  in 
1874,  a  sketch  of  which  was  approved 
by  the  Department  at  the  time.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Returns  made  by  the  managers 
there  were  no  alterations  made  in  1890, 
but  in  1892  a  new  floor  and  window 
were  put  in.  The  school  is  a  mixed  and 
infanta^  school,  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  100  children,  and  119  on  the 
hooks,  of  25  are  infants.  The  school- 
room is  large  enough  to  hold  the  whole 
of  the  children,  but  it  is  obviously  im-- 
possible  that  upwards  of  100  children  of 
all  ages  should  be  efficiently  taught  in  a 
single  room.  The  managers  have,  there- 
fore, l»een  informed  that  the  class-room 
(which  in  only  ten  feet  wide)  must  be 
enlarged  so  as  to  make  it  suitable  for  the 
iustriictiou  of  infants.  I  Avill,  however, 
consider  the  rjuestjon  further, 
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"NO  BILLS"  AT  ENNISKILLEN 
ASSIZES. 

Mr.  M'GILLIGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  at  the  recent  Assizes  held  in  Ennis- 
killen  no  bill  was  returned  against 
Robert  M*Gabey,  a  Unionist  registration 
agent,  although  the  prosecution  was 
made  at  the  instance  of  County  Court 
Judge  Orr,  who  stated  that  the  accused 
had  committed  deliberate  wilful  perjury  ; 
also  that  at  the  same  Assizes  no  bill  was 
returned  against  Robert  Dane  Lissen, 
who  was  returned  for  trial  on  a  charge 
of  shooting  at  Robert  W.  Beacom  of  the 
same  place,  at  a  special  Petty  Sessions 
Court  presided  over  by  E.  F.  Hicksou, 
R.M.,  at  Euniskilleu ;  and  whether  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  will  insti- 
t\ite  a  fresh  prosecution  of  these  parties  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  It  is  a  fact  that 
the  County  Fermanagh  jury  threw  out 
the  bill  in  each  of  the  two  cases  referred 
to.  I  have  caused  the  papers  to  be  laid 
before  the  Attorney  General,  and  he 
advises  that  in  the  first  case  the  evidence 
of  wilful  perjury  was  weak  and  unsatis- 
factory, and  that  in  the  second  case  the 
Grand  Jury  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  shot  was  fired,  not  at  Mr.  Beacom, 
but  at  a  dog  that  accompanied  him.  The 
Attorney  General  does  not  consider  that 
the  facts  would  warrant  him  in  directyj^f-^ 
fresh    bills  to  be  sent   up  at^-rf^iro 

A.  8S 1 7  flS  .^^ 

Mr.  W.JOHNSTOJfT  What  became 
of  the  dog  ?         *y^ 

[The  questioh  was  not  answered.] 

THE^OPIUM  QUESTION. 

Mr.  WEbB  (Waterfonl,  W.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
if  he  will  place  in  the  Library  the  Reports 
on  the  ^ministration  of  the  Opium 
Department  for  1890-91,  1891-2,  and 
1892-3  ? 

The  SjiJCRETARY  op  STATE  kor 
INDIA  (Ii$r.H.H.FowLER,Wolverhamp- 
ton,  E.)  :  /  find  there  are  no  spare  copies 
of  these  Reports  in  the  India  Office ;  but 
copies  sjKall  be  procured  from  India,  and 
placedy^D  the  Library  as  soon  us  possible. 

?fADING  BOOKS  IJf  IRISH  SCHOOLS. 
BODKIN:    I   beg    to   ask   the 
jief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
(oi  Ireland  is  he  aware  that  school  chil- 
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dren  and  moiiitors  in  Ireland  under  the    school  and    the  character   of  the   staff 

were  said  to  be  mainly  responsible ; 
whether  the  accommodation  of  the  school 
is  reckoned  by  the  Department  at  297 


National  Board  are  examined  in  the  con- 
tents of  their  reading  books,  extending  in 
some  cases  to  nearly  2,000  pages  of  mis- 
cellaneous information,  and  consisting  of 
totally  disconnected  pieces  of  prose  and 
poetry  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that,  inas- 
much as  the  preparation  for  this  examina- 
tion involves  cramming  the  result  is 
necessarily  uncertain, as  complete  mastery 
of  the  subject-matter  is  impossible,  and 
that  the  examination  is  viewed  with  dis- 
satisfaction by  the  teachers,  monitors, 
and  pupils  ;  and  whether  any  such 
system  prevails  in  England  ;  if  not,  whe- 
ther he  will  take  steps  to  abolish  the 
system  existing  in  Ireland  and  substitute 
the  system  prevailing  in  the  English 
Board  schools  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  series  of 
reading  books  is  graduated  for  pupils  ac- 
cording to  their  classes,  but  none  of  these 
books  extends,  so  I  am  informed,  to 
2,000  pages.  The  number  of  pages  varies 
from  64  to  484.  Monitors  at  their  final 
examination,  which  takes  place  at  the 
close  of  their  five  years'  monitorial  course, 
are  examined  in  the  series  of  lesson  books 
which,  as  pupils  and  mouitorb,  they  have 
already  passed  through.  I  have  no 
information  that  the  examination  is 
viewed  with  dissatisfaction  by  either 
monitors  or  pupils.  It  was  stated  in  a 
reply  to  a  question  by  my  hou.  Friend 
on*  November  30th  last  that  the  English 
and  IfiWi?  i^purses  do  not  correspond  and 
cannot  be  conrfiared. 

CHRIST  CHURCH  IFJ^FANT  SCHOOL, 
LOWKBTOKT. 
Mr.  II.  FOSTER  (S^uffolk,  Lowes- 
toft)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vioe  President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
if  his  attention  has  been  difilled  to  the 
recent  correspondence  between  the  De- 
partment and  the  Rev.  D.  Ddckson,  on 
behalf  of  the  managers  of  Christ  Church 
Infant  School,  Lowestoft,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  last  two  Reports  of  Her 
Majasty's  Inspector,  and  particnlarly 
to  a  letter  from  the  DepartAnent,  dated 
14th  June  last,  in  which  they  support 
the  statement  of  Her  Majesty^s  Inspector, 
that,  as  regards  staff  and  space  the 
minimum  of  requirement  is  approached, 
while  the  maximum  of  grant  is  expected 
and  even  claimed  ;  whether  the  Report  of 
the  Inspector  also  complained  of  defects 
for   which    the    crowded    state    of   thcj 

Mr,  Bodhin 


places  ;  or,  if  not,  then  at  what  number ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  average 
attendance  for  1892  was  221,  and  for 
1893,  248;  and  that  the  school  was 
staffed,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
Department,  for  an  average  attendance 
of  260  ;  whether  the  letter  of  the  Depart^ 
ment  of  the  14th  June  last  proceeded 
to  refer  to  the  indulgent  treatment  ex- 
tended to  the  school  in  previous  years, 
the  faults  of  teaching,  and  the  incon- 
venience of  accommodation  ;  and,  if  so, 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  indulgence 
extended  and  when,  what  the  faults  of 
teaching,  and  the  inconvenience  of  ac- 
commodation, and  when  were  any  of 
these  matters  first  mentioned  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Inspector ;  whether  the  school  has, 
for  many  years  past,  borne  a  high  reput«, 
earning  the  excellent  merit  grant  annually 
since  l88o,  whether  the  staff  has  been 
repeatedly  praised  by  Her  Majesty^s 
Inspector,  and  whether  in  particular  by 
the  Inspector's  Report  in  1891  ;  whether, 
in  December,  1892,  Her  Majesty's  In- 
spector for  the  first  time  made  serious 
complaints,  and  particularly  in  conse- 
quence of  the  erection  of  a  parish  room  ; 
whether  the  managers,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Department  of  16th  January,  1893,  com- 
plained of  the  sudden  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  attitudeof  the  Inspector 
towards  the  school  and  themselves  ;  and 
whether  they  informed  the  Department  in 
the  said  letter  of  an  observation  reported 
to  them  as  having  been  used  by  the  In- 
spector to  the  head  teacher,  to  the  effect 
that  he  was  disgusted  with  the  managers ; 
whether,  on  the  14th  April  last,  the 
managers  addressed  a  written  protest  to 
the  Department  against  the  strictures  of 
the  Inspector,  and  requested  that  a  special 
investigation  bo  instituted  by  the  De- 
partment tbrough  an  unbiased  Inspector  ; 
whether  such  request  was  repeated  on 
2ud  May,  whether  it  has  been  refused  by 
the  Department,  and  for  what  reason ; 
whether  any,  and  if  so  what,  portion  of 
the  grant  has  been  withheld  since  the 
appointment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man as  Vice  President ;  and,  if  so,  for 
what  period,  and  for  what  reason  ;  and 
whether  he  will  direct  that  an  indepen- 
dent inquiry  shall  be  made  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  ? 
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Mr.  ACLAND  :  I  think  I  should  be 
wasting  the  time  of  the  House  if  I  at- 
tempted to  follow  all  the  details  of  these 
questions,  which  were  onlj  put  down 
last  night,  in  nij  reply.  No  grant  has 
been  withheld  from  the  school  while  I 
have  been  in  office.  The  matters  re- 
ferred to  in  the  question  have  already 
formed  the  subject  of  inquiry  by  the  De- 
partment)  and  I  do  not  exactly  understand 
what  the  hon.  Member  means  by  suggest- 
ing that  an  independent  inquiry  should 
be  made. 

Mr.  .  H.  FOSTER  :  Have  not  the 
managers  asked  for  an  independent  in- 
quiry with  reference  to  the  Report  of  the 
Inspector  as  to  lighting  and  other 
matters  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND  ':  It  may  be  so,  but  I 
do  not  understand  what  an  independent 
inquiry  in  a  matter  of  this  sort  is. 

Mr.  H.  foster  :  Cannot  the  De- 
partment  send  someone  down  to  inquire  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND:  I  was  under  the 
impression  the  hon.  Member  wanted  an 
inquiry  by  someone  outside  the  Depart- 
ment. We  are  not  accustomed  to  send 
anybody  but  Inspectors.  I  will  consider 
if  we  can  send  the  Chief  Inspector  down. 

Mr.  mac  NEILL  :  Perhaps  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  entrust  the 
matters  to  a  Board  of  Promoters  with 
the  hon.  Member  as  Chairman. 

Mr.  H.  foster  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  whether,  if  the 
managers  of  Christ  Church  Infant  School, 
Lowestoft,  should  refuse  to  admit 
children  up  to  the  limit  of  accommoda- 
tion recognised  by  the  Department,  they 
will  endanger  their  whole  grant  from 
the  Department,  while  if  they  admit 
children  up  to  the  recognised  limit,  or 
even  up  to  last  year's  average  only,  they 
are  liable  to  r^uction  of  the  grant  for 
crowded  accommodation ;  and  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  school  in  question  is 
one  of  the  brightest,  best  lighted,  and 
healthiest  schools  in  Lowestoft  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND  :  I  intended  my 
answer  to  the  last  question  to  cover 
this. 

BILLIN08GATB  TOLLS. 
Mr.  H.  foster  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  is 
aware  that  the  Corporation  of  London 
have  recently  agreed  to  reduce  by  one- 
half    the    toll  on  all  water-borne   fish 


brought  to  Billingsgate  Market,  but  that 
no  redaction  has  been  authorised  in 
respect  of  land-borne  fish  ;  whether  the 
proposed  alteration  has  been  submitted  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  in  pursuance  of 
Section  13  of  9  &  10  Vic.  c.  346,  for 
the  approval  and  sanction  of  his  Depart- 
ment ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
large  amount  of  land-borne  fish  sent  to 
Billingsgate  Market  from  Lowestoft, 
Yarmouth,  Plymouth,  and  other  ports, 
he  willf  before  giving  such  sanction  and 
approval,  suggest,  as  specially  provideil 
by  the  aforesaid  section,  that  the  reduc- 
tion of  toll  shall  apply  equally  to  land- 
borne  fish  ? 

The  president  of  the 
BOARD  OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Bryce, 
Aberdeen,  S.)  :  I  have  not  received  any 
application  from  the  Corporation  of 
London  for  the  approval  and  sanction  of 
an  alteration  in  the  amount  of  tolls  to  be 
paid  in  Billingsgate.  I  do  not  find  that 
the  13th  section  of  9  &  10  Vic,  c.  346, 
has  any  bearing  on  the  particular  point 
mentioned  in  the  question. 

Mr.  H.  FOSTER:  But  is  it  not 
necessary  that  any  alteration  of  the  bye- 
laws  or  regulations  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Department  for  approval  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  This  section  applies 
to  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  any  reduction  of  tolls  has  to 
be  submitted  for  sanction.  Section  9 
fixes  the  maximum  tolls,  and  Section  13 
requires  any  alteration  in  the  bye-laws  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Trade ;  but 
inasmuch  as  the  reduced  tolls  fixed  by 
the  Corporation  are  much  below  the 
maximum,  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  submit  them  for  the  sanction  of 
the  Department. 

THE  NATIONAL  TELEPHONE  COMPANY. 
Mr.  H.  FOSTER :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  National  Telephone  Company, 
Limited,  at  the  annual  general  meeting  of 
that  Company,  held  upon  the  2dth  in- 
stant, stated  that  they  had  come  to  an 
agreement  with  the  Post  Office,  which 
can  now  be  submitted  to  the  House  of 
Commons  for  confirmation  ;  whether  Huch 
agreement  has  been  entered  into  ;  and,  if 
so,  on  what  date,  and  when  it  will  be 
submitted  to  the  House  for  confirmation ; 
and  whether  he  will  be  able  ta  state  what 
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opportuuity  will  be  afforded  to  tbe  House 
for  consideriug  the  agreement  ? 

•Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  1  tbiuk  it  may  be 
said  that  an  agreement  has  at  last  been 
arrived  at  between  the  National  Tele- 
phone Company  and  the  Post  Office; 
but  until  the  approval  of  the  Company 
has  been  formally  conveyed  to  me,  and 
the  sanction  of  the  Treasury  obtained,  I 
shall  not  be  in  a  position  to  lay  the  draft 
agreement  on  the  Table  of  the  House.  I 
think  it  right  to  add  that  some  questions 
connected  with  the  Companies  controlled 
by  the  National  Company  must  first  be 
settled,  but  I  have  no  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  this  will  involve  serious  diffi- 
culty or  delay.  In  answer  to  the  last 
paragraph,  I  would  point  out  that  the 
agreement  does  not  require  the  confirma- 
tion of  Parliament,  and  I  am  therefore 
not  aware  that  any  special  opportunity 
for  its  consideration  will  be  necessary, 
but  the  subject  is  one  which  can  in  due 
course  be  raised  on  the  Telegraph  Esti- 
mates. 

MR.LABOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  did  not  promise 
that  the  agreement  should  be  laid  on  the 
Table  before  it  was  signed,  and  whether 
that  does  not  involve  some  sort  of  dis- 
cussion ? 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON:  Before 
that  question  is  answered,  may  I  ask 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
undertake  that  the  question  phall  not 
be  finally  settled  before  the  House  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  its 
opinion  upon  it,  and  whether  he  will  also 
give  us  an  undertaking  that  if  this  matter 
comes  on  at  the  end  of  the  Session  he 
will  give  us  a  promise  that  the  carrying 
out  of  the  agreemeut  shall  be  postponed 
till  next  Session  ? 
•Mb-  a.  MORLEY  :  I  cannot  give  any 
such  undertaking.  I  have  already  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  the  agreement  will  be 
laid  on  the  Table  before  being  signed* 
But  I  may  say  that  this  agreement  is 
merely  the  formal  embodiment  in  a  legal 
document  of  an  agreement  signed  by  the 
late  Government  cairying  out  a  policy 
which  in  the  Telegr.ph  Act  of  1892  had 
been  approved  by  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  Do  I  under- 
stand  there  is  no  alteration  at  all  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  I  think  practi- 
cally there  is  no  alteration ;  there  has 
been,  of  course,  a  great  amount  of  work 

Mr.  H.  Foster 


iu  deciding  ou  the  areas,  bat  the  agree- 
ment is  practically  on  the  same  lines  as 
that  which  has  already  been  sanctioaed 
by  Parliament. 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston):  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  say 
that  the  fact  of  laying  the  agreement 
before  the  last  Parliament  binds  the 
present  one  ?  Will  he  lay  the  agreement 
before  Parliament  before  it  is  signed,  so 
that  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing it  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY:  I  have  stated 
over  and  over  again  that  the  agreement 
will  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
before  it  is  signed.  Proper  time  will  be 
given  to  hon.  Members  to  consider  it. 

THE  DENBIGHSHIRE  INTEBMEDIATB 
EDUCATION  SCHEME. 
Mr.  H.  ROBERTS  (Denbighshire, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  he  will  state  what  is  the  present 
position  of  the  Denbighshire  Intermediate 
Education  Scheme  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  two  material  alterations  have  been 
recently  made  by  the  House  of  Lords  in 
the  scheme — namely,  the  omission  of 
Clause  87,  Sub-section  (b),  providing 
that  the  formularies  of  no  particular  de- 
nomination should  be  used  in  the  board- 
ing houses  of  the  county  schools,  and  the 
exclusion  of  that  portion  of  the  scheme 
which  related  to  Ruthin  Grammar 
School ;  whether  a  scheme,  dealing  with 
this  school  under  the  Endowed  Schools 
Acts,  was  framed  and  passed  in  1886  by 
the  Charity  Commissioners,  and  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  circular 
issued  by  the  Governors  in  1888,  de- 
claring that  the  school  was  undenomina- 
tional, and  that  the  pupils  were  not 
subject  to  any  religious  test ;  whether 
any  Petition  was  lodged  to  test  the 
legality  of  any  provision  in  the  scheme 
dealing  with  the  Ruthin  School  before  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council ; 
whether  in  the  case  of  the  Denbighshire 
scheme  the  requirements  of  the  Welsh 
Intermediate  Education  Act,  1889,  were 
complied  with  by  the  authorities  res- 
ponsible for  framing  the  scheme  ;  and 
whether  he  can  state  the  best  course  to 
pursue  iu  order  to  secure,  without  reli- 
gious restrictions,  secondary  and  technical 
education  for  girls  as  well  as  boys  in  the 
Ruthin  Intermediate  School  district  ? 
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Mr.  ACLAND  2  The  period  of  two 
months  during  which  this  scheme  has  to 
lie  before  Ptiriiameut  expire  to-day.  The 
scheme  has  been  altered  in  another  place, 
as  stated  in  Paragraph  2  of  the  question. 
The  Ruthin  Grammar  School  is,  under 
a  scheme  framed  under  the  Endowed 
Schools  Acts  and  approved  by  Her 
Majesty  in  1881,  an  undenominational 
school.  I  have  seen  a  circular  issued  by 
the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  Mr.  Cornwallis 
West,  Sir  John  Puleston,  and  others, 
stating  that  the  school  is  undenomina- 
tional. The  Charity  Commissioners  are 
of  opinion  that  the  requirements  of  the 
Act  were  complied  with  in  framing  the 
scheme,  and  no  Petition  has  been  lodged  to 
have  the  legality  of  any  part  of  the  scheme 
tried  before  the  Judicial  Comn^ittee. 
I  think  the  best  course  to  pursue  will  be 
that,  after  the  scheme  has  received  Her 
Majesty *s  approval,  the  Joint  Education 
Committee  should  confer  with  the  County 
Governing  Body  to  be  established  under 
the  scheme,  with  the  view  of  consider- 
ing what,  if  any,  further  proposals 
they  should  make  to  the  Charity  Com- 
missioners. 

SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION  IN 
CLECKHEATON. 
Viscount  CRANBORNE  (Roches- 
ter)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  establish  a 
School  Board  in  Cleckheaton  owing  to 
the  closing  of  the  Westgate  School  ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  large  part  of 
the  accommodation  thus  required  could 
be  furnished  by  the  St.  Luke^s  School 
close  by,  and  that  the  National  School 
and  British  School,  which  could  fur- 
nish accommodation  for  the  remainder, 
are  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from 
the  Westgate  School,  and  an  even  less 
distance  from  the  homes  of  all  the  chil- 
dren for  whom  accommodation  not  fur- 
nished by  St.  Luke^s  will  be  required  ; 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
special  reason  for  rejecting  this  arrange- 
ment has  been  stated  by  the  Department 
to  be  the  distance  of  these  two  schools 
from  the  mills  at  which  the  half-timers 
work,  he  is  aware  that  there  are  only  41 
half-timers  at  Westgate  School,  and  that 
half-timers  always  go  home  before  going 
to  school ;  whether  before  coming  to  a 
decision  the  Department  iield  a  public 
inquiry  ;  and,  if  not,  what  means  they 


took  to  get  information  ;  and  whether  he 
is  aware  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
people  are  opposed  to  the  establishment 
of  a  School  Board  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND  :  A  final  notice .  is 
about  to  be  issued  in  respect  of  the  addi- 
tional school  provision  required  at  Cleck- 
heaton. The  noble  Lord  is  doubtless 
aware  that,  after  the  publication  of  the 
first  notice  in  March  last,  a  public  inquiry 
might  have  been  demanded  by  the 
managers  of  any  elementary  school  in  the 
district,  or  by  any  10  ratepayers.  No 
such  demand,  however,  was  made,  and  no 
public  inquiry  has  been  held.  The 
places  available  at  St.  Luke's  School 
were  taken  into  account  in  estimating 
the  deficiency  ;  but  the  Department  were 
)  satisfied  from  the  Reports  made  by  Her 
Majesty's  Inspector  that  none  of  the 
other  schools  in  the  town  were  near 
enough  the  Westgate  School  to  supply 
the  deficiency  caused  by  its  closure,  es- 
pecially in  view  of  the  half-time  children, 
in  whose  case  it  is  important  that  their 
!  school  should  be  near  both  their  homes 
>ud  the  mills  at  which  they*  work.  I  do 
tnot  know  whether  a  majority  of  the 
people  are  opposed  to  the  establishment 
of  a  School  Board  ;  but,  if  so,  it  will  be  still 
open  to  them  after  the  publication  of  the 
final  notice  to  avoid  one  by  submitting 
plans  for  supplying  the  deficiency  by 
voluntary  effort. 

THE  GRANT  TO  PUBLIC  ELKMENTARY 
SCHOOLS. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice  President  of  the  Committee, 
of  Council  on  Education  whether  the 
•absence  of  any  mention  of  Wales  in  the 
second  and  third  parts  of  the  Quarterly 
Return  of  Public  Elementary  Schools 
Warned  means  that  there  have  been  no 
schools  in  Wales  from  which  the  Depart- 
ment have  'threatened  to  withhold  or 
postpone  the  grant  for  defective  premises 
during  the  last  quarter  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND  :  It  is  so  obvious  on 
the  face  of  the  Return  alluded  to  that  no 
Welsh  school  is  mentioned  that  I  am 
obliged  to  suppose  that  the  question  has 
some  further  meaning.  The  facts  are 
these :  The  Return  is  only  for  three 
months,  from  April  1st  to  June  30th.  Out 
of  20,000  schools  in  England  and  Wales 
only  28  schools  or  parts  of  schools  have 
been  warned  without  suspension  of  grant, 
and   only    three   have    had   their  grant 
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snspeDded.  It  happens,  as  would  be  ex- 
pected, that  a  large  uumber  of  English 
counties  do  not  appear  in  this  Return, 
nor  do  any  Welsh  counties.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  suppose  that  the  noble  Lord 
has  anj  object  in  this  question,  unless  he 
imputes  unfair  partiality  to  Inspectors  of 
officers  of  the  Department,  with  reference 
to  schools  in  Wales  during  these  three 
months.  I  must,  not  for  the  first  time, 
tell  the  noble  Lord  that  such  insinuations 
against  the  Department  are  most  objec- 
tionable, and  most  strongly  to  be  depre- 
cated in  the  interest  of  the  Public 
Service. 

Viscount  CR  ANBOR^'E :  It  appears 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  entirely 
unable  to  appreciate  that  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber of  this  House— [Cnc*  o/"  Order  !  '* 
and  ^*  Question  I  '*]  I  think  I  am  entitled 
to  make  an  explanation  after  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said.  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  put  down  this  question  in 
order  to  obtain  information  which,  I 
imagine,  is  the  usual  reason  for  which 
hon.  Members  ask  questions. 

Mr.  ACLAND  :  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say  that  the  information  is  so  patent  on 
the  face  of  the  Return  that  it  is  impos- 
sible the  question  could  be  asked  for  that 
purpose. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  :  I  can 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
such  was  the  case,  and  he  has  no  reason 
whatever  to  impute  motives  to  hon. 
Members. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  :  On 
this  question  I  beg  to  give  notice  that 
on  the  Vote  on  Account  I  shall  draw 
attention  to  the  enormous  increase  of 
Church  and  other  denominational  schools 
warned  by  the  Department. 

CONTRACTS  FOR  WORKS   IN    IRELAND. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Dublin,  CoUege Green) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Board  of  Works,  Ireland,  have  recently 
issued  specifications  for  contracts  for 
works  in  which  English  cement  is  speci- 
fically mentioned  as  that  to  be  used  in 
the  execution  of  the  said  works  ;  and,  if 
this  be  so,  whether  he  will  direct  that  in 
future  all  specifications  for  contracts  for 
works  shall  simply  state  that  the  cement 
to  be  used  shall  be  of  first-class  quality, 
as  approved  by  the  Board  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Sir  J.  T.   Hibbert,  Oldham) 

Mr.  Aciand 


(who  replied)  said  :  I  am  informed  that 
it  has  been  the  usual,  though  not  in- 
variable practice,  of  the  Board  of  Works 
to  name  in  its  specifications  a  particular 
cement  of  known  quality,  and  to  add  the 
alternative  words  "or  other  approved 
cement  of  equal  quality."  Directions 
were  given  last  month  that  this  form  of 
specification  should  be  used  in  all  cases 
without  exception. 

Dr.  KENNY  :  I  am  aware  that  the 
alternative  words  "or  other  approved 
cement  of  equal  quality  "  were  formerly 
adopted  ;  but  is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  within  the  last  few  days 
specifications  were  issued  for  works  in 
which  these  words  were  omitted,  and  in 
consequence  of  that  the  contractors  say 
they  are  bound  to  use  nothing  but  Eng- 
lish cement,  to  the  great  detriment  of  that 
made  in  Ireland  ? 

*SiR  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  that  he  was 
not  aware  of  it. 

THE  PICTURES  IN   THE   NATIONAL 

GALLERY. 
Dr.  KENNY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he 
will  grant  a  Return  showing  the  number 
of  pictures  acquired  by  purchase  by  the 
National  Gallery  from  1874  to  the  pre- 
sent date,  giving  title  of  painting,  name 
of  artist  where  ascertained,  and  the  price 
paid  in  each  case  ? 

•Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  The  informa- 
tion asked  for  is  given  for  the  period 
from  the  establishment  of  the  Gallery  up 
to  1869  in  House  of  Lords  Paper,  No. 
198,  of  1868-69,  and  for  the  follow- 
ing period  up  to  1884,  inclusive,  in 
House  of  Commons  Papers,  Nos.  190, 
of  1870,  and  50,  of  1884-5.  The  in- 
formation for  each  year  since  1884  is 
given  in  the  Director  s  Annual  Reports, 
printed  year  by  year,  and  laid  before 
Parliament,  but  a  separate  Return  for 
the  period  from  1885  to  1894  could  be 
prepared  if  considered  necessary. 

THE  LEIOHLINBRIDOE  FEMALE 
NATIONAL  SCHOOL. 

Dr.  KENNY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  will  grant  the  Return 
asked  for  in  Notice  of  Motion  thb  day, 
in  reference  to  the  Leighlinbridge  (County 
Carlow)  Female  National  School  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  This  Notice  of 
Motion   was  only  placed  on  the  Paper 
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this  morning,  and  I  have  not  had  suffi- 
cient time  to  obtain  the  observations  of 
the  National  Board  on  it.  Perhaps  th'e 
bou.  Gentleman  will  be  good  enough  to 
repeat  the  Notice  on  Monday. 

IN^DIAN  IMPORT  DUTIES  ON  COTTON 
GOODS. 

Sir  W.  HOULDSWORTH  (Man- 
cheater,  N.W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  whether,  in  view 
of  the  Resohition  passed  by  this  House 
on  10th  July,  1877,  with  reference  to  the 
Indian  Import  Duties  on  cotton  goods, 
he  can  give  an  assurance  that  such  duties 
shall  not  be  re-imposed  without  an  op- 
portunity being  given  to  the  House  to 
express  its  opinion  ? 

Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  :  The  Resolu- 
tion  of  the  House  of  July  10,  1877,  with 
reference  to  the  Indian  Import  Duties  on 
cotton  goods  was  to  the  following 
effect : — 

**  Tliat,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
duties  now  levied  upon  cotton  manufactures 
imi)ortcd  into  India,  being  protective  in  their 
nature,  are  contrary  to  sound  commercial 
policy,  and  ought  to  be  repealed  without  delay, 
so  aeon  as  the  financial  condition  of  India  will 
permit." 

The  Resolution  deals  with  duties  that 
are  protective  in  their  nature,  and  I  have 
already  stated  to  the  House  that,  in  my 
opinion,  the  Executive  Government 
ought  not  to  sanction  steps  which 
would  reverse  that  decision  without 
giving  au  opportunity  for  discussion  in 
this  House.  The  imposition  of  duties 
which  would  not  be  protective  in  their 
character  are  not  affected  by  the  Reso- 
lution. 

THE  COLLECTION  OF  RATES  IN 
DUBLIN. 
De.  KENNY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  that  portion  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  North  Dublin  Union  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, at  their  weekly  meeting  on  the  25th 
instant,  which  dealt  with  a  communica- 
tion to  the  Board  from  the  Collector 
General  of  Rates,  Dublin,  in  which  the 
latter  stated  that  he  had  deducted 
£1,000  from  the  poor  rate  collected  by 
him,  which  he  stated  he  was  empowered 
to  do  under  Order  of  the  Privy  Council  ; 
whether  there  is  any  legal  authority  for 
this  Order  ;  and,  if  so,  under  what  Act 
of  Parliament ;  whether  the  charges  of 
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the  Collector  General  of  Rates  amount  to 
7^  per  cent,  of  the  rates  collected  ;  whe- 
ther the  seventh  section  of  the  Collection 
of  Rates  (Dublin)  Act  limits  the  re- 
muneration of  the  Collector  General  of 
Rates  to  2\  per  cent,  of  amount  collected  ; 
and  whether  the  Corporation  of  Dublin 
have  their  rates  collected  for  1|  per 
cent.  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  communica- 
tion referred  to  in  the  first  paragraph  was 
the  usual  one,  transferring  £1,000  on  ac- 
count of  the  Collector  GeneraPs  salary 
and  pension  from  all  rates  proportionately 
to  the  Office  Account  in  the  Bank  of  Ire- 
land, and  not  from  poor  rate  only  as 
stated.  No  reference  was  made  to  any 
Privy  Council  Order.  This  has  been  the 
course  pursued  since  1858  under  the 
opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown. 
The  charge  for  management  of  the  Col- 
lector General's  Office  for  1893  was  3| 
per  cent,  on  the  rates  collected.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  there  are  the  charges  for 
Collector  GeneraPs  salary,  law  costs,  and 
pension,  which,  under  the  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  are  not  charge- 
able to  the  2^  per  cent,  fund  ;  with  these 
included  the  cost  would  be  6|^  per  cent. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  fund 
available  now  from  which  to  deduct  the 
expenses  of  the  officers  has  been  reduced 
by  two-thirds  in  consequence  of  the  sub- 
division of  the  collection  of  rates ;  con- 
sequently, the  percentage  must  be  higher. 
The  27th  section  of  the  Collection  of 
Rates  Act  limits  the  expense  of  manage- 
ment to  2\  per  cent.,  but  the  73rd  sec- 
tion of  the  Dubliu  Corporation  Act,  1890, 
gives  the  Lord  Lieutenant  power  to  in- 
crease such  percentage.  I  have  no 
information  on  the  point  referred  to  in 
the  concluding  paragraph. 

Dr.  KENNY  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  inquire  into  this  matter,  in- 
asmuch as  the  citizens  of  Dublin  are 
being  mulcted  to  the  extent  of  5  per 
cent,  over  and  above  what  the  Corpora- 
tion collect  the  rates  for  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  am  constantly 
inquiring  into  this  particular  matter,  but 
I  will  inquire  again. 

LONDON  POLICE  MAGISTRATES. 
Mr.  POWELL  WILLIAMS  (Bir- 
mingham,  8.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney 
General  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  case  of  Elizabeth  Saunders, 
convicted  on  the  23rd  instant,  at  West- 
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minster  Police  Court,  of  cruelty  to  three 
children,  and  sentenced  by  Mr.  do  Butxen 
to  a  term  of  three  months*  imprisonment 
for  each  offence,  or  nine  months  in  all  ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  provincial 
Justices,  sitting  in  Petty  Sessions,  are 
advised  by  the  Magistrates*  clerks  that 
under  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts 
they  cannot  sentence  any  prisoner  to  a 
punishment  exceeding  a  term  of  six 
months  with  hard  labour,  except  in  cases 
of  failure  to  find  security  for  good 
behaviour  at  the  end  of  that  term ;  and 
whether  the  London  Police  Magistrates 
have  larger  powers  of  punishment  than 
provincial  Magistrates  sitting  in  Petty 
Sessions  possess  ;  or  whether  it  is  to  be 
understood  that  Courts  of  Summary  Juris- 
diction both  in  the  Metropolis  and  in  the 
provinces  have  powers  to  inflict  cumula- 
tive sentences  which  may  extend  beyond 
six  months'  hard  labour  ? 

'  The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
J.  RiGBY,  Forfar)  :  Questions  of  this 
kind  ought  more  regularly  to  be  addressed 
to  the  Home  Department.  No  doubt,  if 
that  were  done  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  would  cause 
the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  and  com- 
municate with  the  Police  Magistrate 
about  this  case. 

Mr.  POWELL  WILLIAMS  :  I  am 
not  at  all  calling  in  question  the  exercise 
of  the  Magistrate's  judgment ;  I  am  only 
asking  as  to  his  powers. 

Sir  J.  RIGtBY  :  If  that  is  an  abstract 
question  of  law,  I  must  decline  to 
answer. 

Mr.  POWELL  WILLIAMS  :  It  is 
not  an  abstract  question.  It  is  a  concrete 
question.  I  will  put  it  down  again  for 
Monday. 

COMPOUNDING  FOR  STAMP  DUTY. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer on  what  date  the  Inland 
Revenue  arrived  at  the  conclusion  not  to 
exercise  their  statutable  discretion  to 
allow  limited  companies  to  compound  for 
Stamp  Duty  ;  was  any  Minute  drawn  up  ; 
and  could  the  case  of  any  companies  who 
applied  prior  to  this  Minute  be  recon- 
sidered on  the  basis  of  prior  procedure  .'* 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Derby); 
I  am  inquiring  into  this  matter. 

Mr,  Powell  Williams 


SCOTTISH   LOCAL    GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  graham  MURRAY  (Bute- 
shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  he  proposes 
to  take  the  Report  of  the  Scotch 
Local  Government  Bill  before  or  after  the 
Committee  stage  of  the  Equalisation  of 
Rates  Bill ;  and  whether  in  any  case  he 
will  give  24  hours'  notice  of  his  intention 
to  take  the  Scotch  Bill,  in  order  to  allow 
time  for  communication  to  those  Mem- 
bers who  may  happen  to  be  temporarily 
absent  in  Scotland  ?  In  putting  this 
question,  I  have  to  say  that  several  hou. 
Members  have  suggested  that  48  ought 
to  be  substituted  for  24. 

Sir  W.  harcourt  :  Our  intention 
is  to  take  the  Scotch  Local  Government 
Bill  after  the  Equalisation  of  Rates  Bill. 
I  will  endeavour — and  no  doubt  I  shall 
be  able — to  give  adequate  notice  to 
Scotch  Members,  in  order  to  save  them 
any  inconvenience. 

Mr.  HOZIER  (Lanarkshire,  S.)  :  Will 
the  Bill  be  taken  between  the  Committee 
stage  and  Report  of  the  Rates  Bill,  or 
after  the  Rates  Bill  altogether  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  After  the 
Equalisation  of  Rates  Bill  altogether, 
according  to  our  present  intention. 

THE  EVICTED  TENANTS  BILL. 

Sir  D.  MACFARLANE  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if 
he  will  follow  the  precedent  established 
by  the  late  Mr.  Smith,  and  name  a  date 
when  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill  and  the 
Equalisation  of  Rates  Bill  shall  be 
reported  to  the  House  ?  I  wish  further 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  is  aware  that  when  the 
House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Bill 
yesterday  the  number  of  Amendments  to 
the  first  clause  upon  the  Paper  was  222, 
and  that,  after  eight  hours'  discussion, 
there  still  remained  214  Amendments  to 
be  disposed  of  ? 

Mr.  J.  REDMOND  (Waterford)  : 
Before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answers 
that  question,  I  would  ask  permission  to 
put  an  additional  one.  It  is,  whether  be 
will  take  into  consideration  the  advis- 
ability of  proposing  a  Resolution  that  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Bill  be  reported  on  a 
particular  date ;  also  providing  in  the 
same  Resolution  a  definite  space  of  time 
for  the  discussion  of  each  of  the  five  or 
six  contentious  clauses  in  the  Bill  ? 
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Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  At  present 
the  answer  tliat  I  have  to  give  is  that, 
when  the  time  arrives,  the  Government 
will  announce  to  th'e  House  tlie  measures 
which  they  think  necessary  to  enable  the 
House  of  Commons  to  transact  the 
business  of  the  country. 

Sir  D.  MACFARLANE  :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  state  approximately 
when  that  announcement  will  be  made  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  have  said 
that  the  announcement  would  be  made 
when  the  proper  time  arrives. 


CHINA  AND  JAPAN. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield,  Ecclesall)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  he  has  any  information  regard- 
ing the  reported  hostilities  between  China 
and  Japan  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  (who  replied)  said  : 
I  have  been  asked  to  give  the  following 
answer  to  this  question  :  Telegrams  have 
been  received  from  Her  Majesty's  Repre 
senlatives  at  Pekin  and  Tokio,  both  dated 
last  night,  relative  to  negotiations  for  the 
preservation  of  peace,  so  that  it  is  evident 
that  there  had  been  no  declaration  of  war 
by  either  side  up  to  that  time. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mu.  BARTLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he 
is  aware  that  a  great  number  of  questions 
will  be  raised  on  the  Votes  in  Supply, 
and  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  take  the  Report  stage  of  the  Vote  on 
Account  on  Tuesday  as  the  first  Order,  so 
as  to  give  two  days  for  discussion,  as 
otherwise  it  will  not  be  possible  to  get 
through  the  Vote  on  Account  on  Mon- 
day evening  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  The  Vote  on 
Account  will  be  taken  on  Monday.  The 
Report  stage  cannot  come  on  till  Tues- 
day. I  would  suggest  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, an<l  to  the  House,  that  as  we  are 
within  a  week  or  two  of  Supply,  when 
we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing all  the  questions  on  the  Votes,  no 
long  discussion  on  the  Vote  on  Account 
18  either  necessary  or  justifiable  to  the 
same  extent  as  when  we  are  taking  the 
Vote  on  Account  at  a  considerable  period 
before  Supply  is  raised.  As  to  whether 
the  Report  stage  will  be  taken  on  Tues- 
day, I  would  rather  reserve  my  state- 
ment on  that  subject  till  Monday. 


Mr.  BARTLEY  :  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  we  are  not  likely  to  take  any  sub- 
stantial Supply  until  about  September ; 
and,  in  that  case,  is  it  not  reasonable  that 
we  should  have  some  time  to  discuss  the 
Vote  on  Account  ?  .       . 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  Thatiiiay  be 
the  hon.  Member's  opinion,  but  it  is  i^ot 
mine.  •' 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
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COMMITTEE.      [^Proffress,  26th  July.*\ 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  .1,  line  6, 
after  the  word  "determined,'*  to  insert 
the  words  "  otherwise  than  for  breach 
of  statutory  conditions  2  to  6." — (*Vr. 
Barton.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  thoQe 
words  be  there  inserted." 
Debate  resumed. 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
said,  whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of 
some  hon.  Members  as  to  the  Amendments 
upon  this  Bill,  he  believed  that  when  the 
House  came  to  consider  this  Amendmctit 
they  would  find  it  one  of  substance,  and 
he  confessed  he  was  not  able  to  under- 
stand why  it  was  that  the  Government 
resisted  it.  The  only  reason  he  had 
heard  advanced  against  this  Amendment 
by  the  supporters  of  the  Bill  was  that 
the  exact  words  of  the  Bill  were  taken 
bodily  from  the  13th  section  of  the  Act 
of  1891.  He  submitted  that  that  was 
not  a  sufficient  reason  for  the  rejection  of 
the  Amendment.  Section  13  of  the  Ati 
of  1881  was  undoubtedly  passed  in 
respect  of  tenants  who  had  been  evicted 
for  non-payment  of  rent.  He  said  that 
was  beyond  all  question.  Nobody  con- 
templated when  that  measure  passed  any 
other  eviction  save  that  which  followetl 
from  non-payment  of  rent.  Another 
important  fact  to  be  borne  in  mind  was 
that  every  line  of  the  13th  section  was 
liable  to  be  construed  by  the  Courts  of 
Law ;  but  so  far  as  he  understood  the  par- 
ticular section  of  the  Bill  now  before 
them,  not  a  line  of  it  could  come  before 
any  tribunal  except  that  of  which  Mr. 
Piers  White  was  to  be  the  bead.     That 
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made  a  great  difference  between  the  two 
clauseH,  Again,  the  Government  ex- 
pressly declared  that  they  meant  the 
arbitrators  to  have  power  to  include  other 
evictions.  That  was  to  say,  they  might 
include  every  other  eviction  than  those 
for  QOQ*payment  of  rent.  That  com- 
pletely differentiated  the  two  sections. 
What  were  the  statutory  conditions  to 
which  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  who 
moved  the  Amendment  referred?  The 
first  was  as  to  the  payment  of  rent,  and, 
of  course,  that  was  set  aside  by  the  Bill 
itself.  The  other  statutory  conditions  for 
breach  of  which  a  tenant  might  be 
evicted  were  waste,  sub-letting  or  sub- 
division of  holding,  bankruptcy,  interfer- 
ence with  the  landlord's  right  of  re-entry, 
and  erecting  a  public-house  upon  'the 
holding.  Surely  it  was  not  contended 
that  if  tenants  were  put  out  of  their  hold- 
ings for  breach  of  any  of  these  statutory 
conditions  that  then  Mr.  Piers  White, 
Mr.  George  Fottrell,  and  Mr.  Greer 
should  have  the  power  to  reinstate  them  ? 
He  could  not  see  any  ground  for  that, 
and  he  had  been  trying  to  find  out  what 
it  was  that  influenced  the  Govern- 
ment in  opposing  an  Amendment  like 
this.  The  only  reason  he  could  find 
was  in  the  second  statutory  condi- 
tion. A  state  of  circumstances  such  as 
these  would  be  possible  under  the  second 
statutory  condition.  lie  took  a  farmer 
on  any  Plan  of  Campaign  estate  who 
had  not  been  evicted — and  there  were 
certain  farmers  allowed  to  pay  their  rents 
because  of  certain  conditions.  Suppose 
that  farmer  allowed  his  farm  to  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  Laud  League  huts 
being  erected  upon  it — which  had  hap- 
pened on  five  or  six  different  estates — he 
could  be  evicted  for  breach  of  the  second 
statutory  condition  entitled  "  persistent 
waste.*'  In  that  case,  of  course,  the 
owners  of  the  land  who  had  allowed 
farms  to  be  used  in  this  way  would  be 
entitled  to  get  the  benefit  of  this  Bill. 
Apart  from  that  one  question  be  could 
not  find  a  single  reason  for  the  Chief 
Secretary  refusing  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend.  He 
said  that  this  Bill  first  of  all  contemplated 
evictions  that  were  due  to  the  non-pay- 
ment of  rent.  That  was  the  whole  scope 
of  the  Bill  when  it  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  it  was  those  evictions  that  had 
caused  the  administrative  and  social 
difficulty  upon  which   the  Chief   Secre- 

Mr.  T.  fF.  Russell 


tary  had  dwelt  all  through.  Surely  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  mean  to 
say  that  tenants  put  out  of  occupation 
because  of  breaches  ef  any  of  the  statu- 
tory conditions  laid  down  in  the  Act  of 
1881  were  the  tenants  he  had  in  his  mind 
when  he  entered  upon  the  consideration 
of  this  question  ?  It  never  once 
occurred  to  the  Mathew  Commission  ; 
it  never  once  occurred  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary ;  and  he  could  not  understand  why 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  resist 
an  Amendment  of  substance  like  this, 
and  which  was  reasonable  in  character. 

Mn.  CARSON  (Dublin  University) 
said,  as  they  had  passed  from  the  original 
tenants  who  were  evicted  for  non-payment 
of  rent  into  those  other  cases  of  title 
affecting  the  landlord's  property,  he 
thought  it  would  be  well  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  understand  what  were  the  safe- 
guards enacted  by  the  Act  of  1881,  so 
as  to  prevent  any  injustice  resulting  to 
the  tenant  by  reason  of  a  breach  of  the 
statutory  conditions  which  would  entitle 
the  landlord  to  evict.  As  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tyrone  had  just  said,  one 
of  the  statutory  conditions  was  that  if 
the  tenant  should  not  commit  persistent 
waste  by  the  dilapidation  of  build- 
ings, or  such  waste  as  led  to 
the  detorioration  of  the  soil.  What 
the  Committee  were  asked  to  do 
was  to  say  that  where  a  tenant  had  com- 
mitted persistent  waste,  or  where,  after 
notice  to  desist  from  the  particular  waste 
which  was  deteriorating  the  soil  had 
been  given  to  him,  he  had  still  gone  od 
and  persisted  in  deteriorating  the  soil, 
and  had  in  consequence  been  evicted,  he 
should  be  put  back.  That  was  only  one 
matter.  Let  him  point  out  other  pro- 
tection which  was  given  to  the  tenant  so 
as  to  prevent  injustice  being  done  in 
exercising  this  right  and  putting  him  oat 
for  breach  of  the  statutory  conditions. 
The  landlord,  before  he  could  give  effect 
to  his  right  at  all,  had  to  serve  12  months* 
notice  of  eviction  on  the  tenant,  and 
during  that  year  the  tenant  had  a  right  to 
apply  to  the  Land  Commission  Court  to 
restrain  all  proceedings  if  he  could  show 
to  the  Court  that  he  had  not  done  any 
injury  to  the  holding,  or  if  he  was 
willing  to  pay  compensation  for  any 
injury  which  he  was  shown  to  have  done. 
On  payment  of  such  a  sum  as  would 
repair  the  damage  which  was  proved  to 
have  been  donci  all  proceedings  to  put 
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him   out  were  at  au  end.     They  had, 
therefore,   had  a    Court   to   which   the 
t«naut  was  enabled  to  apply  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  rid  of  his  own  default  in 
relation  to  the  statutory  conditions,  and 
they  must  assume  that  where  the  tenants 
had   any  case  they  had  applied  to  the 
Court,  that   the  Court  had    laid    down 
special  terms  on  which  they  might  stay 
in  the  holdings,  and  these  terms  bad  been 
disregarded  by  the  tenants.      The  Com- 
mittee were  now  asked  by  this  temporary 
Commission,  of  which  Mr.  Piers  White 
was  to  bePresident,  to  overrule  these  terms 
which  had  been  laid  down  by  the  Land 
Court,  and — whether  the  terms  had  been 
carried  out  by  the  tenant  or  not,  or  where 
the  tenant  had  persisted  in  committing 
waste,  deteriorating  the  soil,  that  he  was 
unable  to  go  to  the  Court  to  ask  to  be 
relieved  of  his  default — to  say  that  that 
was  a  case  in  which  the  landlord,  after 
some  eight  or  ten  years,  ought  to  take 
him  back  to  his  holding.     If  cases  of  that 
kind  were  to  be  allowed  for  one  moment 
to  be  raised  in  Ireland  they  would  have 
innumerable  tenants  in  future  disregard- 
ing these  statutory  conditions,  and  rely- 
ing upon  the  House  of  Commons  itself, 
by  ex  post  facto  legislation,  giving  them 
relief  from  what  was  practically  their  own 
default.     The   hon.   Member  for  South 
Tyrone  said  that  cases  would  arise  where 
a  tenant   had    built   huts  for  sheltering 
evicted  tenants.     Of  course,  such  cases 
would  arise.  He  knew  of  a  cose  where  not 
only  were  houses  builton  the  property,  but 
the  houses  that  were  already  there  for  the 
purpose  of   working  the  holdings  were 
converted  into  separate  huts  for  evicted 
tenants,  and  the  whole  structure  of  the 
houses  changed.     In  this  case  the  land- 
lord exercised  his  right  under  the  section 
of  the  Act  of  1881,  and  the  tenants  had 
DO  ground  whatsoever  to  go  before  the 
Land  Commission  to  get  relief,  it  being 
an  act  of  the  most  persistent  waste  in 
relation  to  the  dilapidation  of  buildings. 
The  sole  reason  for   which    they   were 
a^ked  to  over-ride  the  section  of  the  Act 
of  1881  was  to  allow  any  tenants  who, 
through  their  own  wilful  default,    had 
taken  away  all  the  powers  practically  of 
the  Latid  Commission,  to  get  rid  of  the 
breaches  of  the  statutory  conditions.  One 
of  the  inducements  to  Parliament  to  pass 
the  Act  of  1881,  enabling  tenants  to  get 
fair  rents  fixed,  was  that  these  statutory 
conditions  shf mid  be  regarded  ;  but  if  th 


Government  did  not  accept  this  Amend- 
ment, the  result  would  be  that  in  future 
the  tenants  would  completely  disregard 
them. 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY    said,  both  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  and  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member 
for    Dublin    University   had   said  that 
there   were  innumerable  cases  where  a 
tenancy  was  determined  for  a  breach  of 
statutory  conditions.     He  would  ask  him 
to  cite  just  one  little  one.     One  case  was 
tried  against  a  parish  priest  on  the  Lans- 
downe  Estate,  and,  speaking  from  recol- 
lection, he  thought  that  Lord  Lansdowne 
failed  in  his  ejectment  proceedings,  and 
then  had  to  take  proceedings  in  Chan- 
cery ;    but  neither  the  tenancy   of  the 
parish  priest  or  of  any  tenant  in  Ireland 
had  been  touched  for   a  breach  of  the 
statutory    conditions.      He  pointed   out 
that   the   Amendment    dealt  only  with 
tenancies  from  year  to  year,  and,  there- 
fore, leaseholders  were  to  be  put  under 
superior  conditions  to  tenants  from  year 
to  year,  with  regard  to  these  statutory 
conditions.     Personally,  he  should  have 
no   objection  to  the  acceptance  of  this 
Amendment  but  for  one  reason — namely, 
that  if   they    accepted   this   they   must 
accept  any  other  Amendment  pointed  to 
real  or  supposed  possibilities,  and  thus 
they   would  sever  themselves  from   the 
safe  anchorage  of  saying  that  they  would 
let  all  these  cases  of  hardship  or  griev- 
ance, right  or  wrong,  be  tried  by  this 
tribunal.       The   Government    had    ap- 
pointed  a    Commission  which  they  re- 
garded as  a  safe  tribunal,  and  to   this 
Commission   the   matter   should  be  left. 
Under  these  circumstances,  if  any  other 
course  were  adopted  by  the  Government 
than  that  of  opposing  the  Amendment,  they 
would  find  themselves  getting  back  into 
the  Home  Rule  Debates  of  last  year,  when 
it  was  proposed  to  debar  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment from  committing  all  the  sins  in  the  De- 
calogue. Members  of  the  Tory  Party  might 
propose  that  the  Bill  should  not  apply  in 
the  case  of  a  tenant  with  red  hair,  or  a 
lame  leg,  or  of  a  tenant  who  had  been  in 
America  or  Australia.     He  did  not  con- 
sider Amendments  like  this  were  aimed 
at  the  removal  of  any  just  grievance,  but 
only   proposed  with  the  object  of  pro- 
ducing  a   result   which   they   saw    last 
night   when  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham  sat  down  and,  rubbing  him- 
self with  evident  enjoyment,  after  having 
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wasted  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  turued 
rouud  to  receive  the  congratuIatioDs  of 
his  frieuds.  Under  these  cinturastances, 
he  could  not  advise  the  Government  to 
accept  any  Amendment  which  would  give 
that  right  hon.  Gentleman  au  opportunity 
of  again  turning  round  to  receive  the 
congratulations  of  his  frieuds. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  (Birming- 
ham,W.)  :  Last  night  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Louth  said  the  House  of 
Commons  was  not  a  school.  Perhaps, 
Sir,  that  is  the  re^ison  why  he  has  no 
manners.  Sir,  ho  has  just  made  a  very 
important  admission  upon  which  I  wish 
to  bapo  an  appeal  to  the  Government. 
We  have  been  discussing  this  question 
for  some  hours,  and  may  contiime  to  dis- 
cuss it  for  some  hours  more,  because  it  is 
undoubtedly  a  very  important  question 
of  principle.  In  the  course  of  these 
discussions  the  principal  opponent  we 
have  met  with  is  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Louth,  and  he  has  just  told 
the  Committee  that  all  this  opposition  to 
our  proposal  is  only  for  the  reasons 
which  he  has  given,  and  that,  upon  the 
merits  of  the  Amendment,  he  sees  no 
possible  objection  to  it.  I  put  that  to 
the  Government.  We  propose  an 
Amendment  to  whicii  the  strongest  advo- 
cate that  can  be  found  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  in  Committee  sees  no  o]>jec- 
tion.  Does  not  the  Chief  Secretary  see 
that,  at  any  rate,  in  sucii  cases  as  this, 
he  would  be  shortening  the  proceedings 
by  giving  way.  Neither  lie  nor  anyone 
else  can  suggest  that  the  acceptance  of 
the  Amendment  woulil  do  the  slightest 
harm  to  any  living  person.  We  have 
pointed  out  a  nunil)er  of  cases  in  which 
the  refusal  to  accept  the  Amendment 
would  do  harm,  [An  hon.  Member  : 
You  pointed  out  no  case.]  That  is  a 
contradiction,  but  it  is  not  an  argument. 
There  are  a  numl)er  of  cases  in  wiiich 
you  might  do  injustice.  Not  a  single 
case  has  been  referred  to  on  the  other 
side,  and  it  is  perfectly  evident  from  the 
last  statement  of  the  hon.  and  learuetl 
Gentleman  tiiat  such  cases  cannot  be 
found.  What  is  to  Ire  thecondnct  of  the 
Government  on  the  rest  of  this  disijus- 
sion  ?  The  hon.  and  learned  Mcniyber 
for  Louth,  who  seems  to  direct  ihr*  p}^o- 
ceedings — hcdirccts  tiie  Chair  ;  hciliriH 
tiie  GovernnuMit,  and  he  would  like  very 
much  to  direct  us 

Mr.  T.  J/.  Ilcaif/ 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :    The  day  hu 

gone  by  when  I  used  to. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  1  can  re- 
member  the  time  when  the  hon.  ami 
learned  Gentleman  was  in  very  differeot 
relations,  and  when  he  was  a  suppliaot 
for  favours.  But  I  do  not  see  that  thtt 
is  relevant  to  the  Amendment.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  suggests  to 
the  Government  that  they  should  refiue 
any  Amendment  which  we  propose — 
however  reasonable  it  is,  and  however 
impossible  it  may  l>e  to  find  any  objectioi 
to  it — on  the  ground  that  if  they  accept 
our  Amendments  we  shall  devote  oar* 
selves  to  proposing  a  perfectly  idiotic 
series  of  Amendments  such  as  the  boo. 
and  learned  Meral)er  suggested.  We  are 
not  going  to  do  anything  of  the  sort,  and 
we  are  not  going  to  take  his  advice.  Bat 
I  do  ask  the  Government,  if  they  wish 
to  help  us  to  bring  this  discussion  to  a 
close,  at  all  events  to  accept  an  Amend- 
ment to  which  their  own  side  sees  no 
objection,  and  which  we  have  seriooslj 
pressed  upon  them. 

Mr.  sexton  (Kerry,  N.)  said,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  not  suppose 
they  had  such  short  mcmoriee  as  to 
believe  that  the  acceptance  of  Ameiid- 
meut^s  would  help  to  bring  the  diseiusioii 
to  a  close.  They  knew,  on  the  coDtrarj, 
that  the  acceptance  of  Amendments  last 
year  was  used  by  the  Opposition  as  a 
justification  for  obstruction  and  a  reason 
for  moving  further  Amendments.  He 
therefore  warned  the  Government  to  be 
very  careful  how  they  accepted  any 
Amendment,  because  undoubtedly  it 
would  iunncdiately  be  used — no  matter 
how  devoid  of  merits  the  Amendment 
might  be — by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  those  who  followed  him  as  an  argu- 
ment for  justifying  prolonged  Debate 
and  indulging  in  fnrtlier  obstruction. 
The  only  right  the  tenant  would  have 
under  the  paragraph  of  the  clause  to 
which  exception  was  taken  by  the  Oppo- 
sition was  to  petition  the  arbitrators,  ami 
the  powers  of  determining  what  shouM 
be  done  remained  with  the  arbitratons 
and  it  was  a  dangerous  thing  to  insert 
words  which  might  afterwards  have  llie 
rt!ect  of  inflicting  hardship  by  exclusioD. 
The  right  hon.  Geutleman  bad  stated 
that  ca^^(^s  had  been  cited  in  wiiijii  the 
refusal  of  this  Amendment  would  inflift 
hardship  on  the  landlords,  but  he  did  not 
Nremcuiber   a  solitary    case    )>eing   citeJ. 
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had  already  stated  their  views  in  regard 
to  the  Amendment,  so  that  it  was 
unnecessary  to  repeat  them.  It 
had  been  stated  that  the  Amendment 
conld  do  no  harm,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  could  do  no  good.  That 
being  so,  the  G-overnment  were  happy 
to  have  a  rock  upon  which  to  build 
themselves  in  the  concluding  words  of 
the  13th  section  of  the  Land  Act  of 
1891,  which  were  derived  from  the 
highest  authority,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
that  it  would  be  unwise  if  they  were 
to  depart  from  a  precedent  of  that 
kind,  especially  when  fortified  by  the 
good  reasons  given  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Kerry. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (Manchester, 
E.)  failed  to  see  how  the  arguments  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kerry  had  fortified  the 
case  of  the  Go  vernmen  t .  The  hon .  Member 
had  told  the  Committee  there  were  certain 
breaches  of  the  statutory  conditions,  such 
as  sheltering  a  homeless  family  in  an 
outhouse  or  cutting  turf  from  a  bog, 
which  would  justify  the  landlord  in  ex- 
pelling a  tenant,  and  that  a  tenant  so  ex- 
pelled clearly  belonged  to  that  class 
whom  this  Bill  was  intended  to  benefit. 
As  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  University  had  pointed 
out,  the  existing  land  legislation  in  Ire- 
land had  made  ample  provision  against 
any  technical  abuse  of  these  statutory 
conditions  by  the  landlord,  and  such  cases 
as  had  been  suggested  could  not  possibly 
arise.  By  their  own  confession  the  Go- 
vernment' had  said  that  they  did  not 
mean  the  Bill  to  extend  to  that  class  of 
tenants  who  had  committed  such  breaches 
of  the  statutory  conditions  as  to  cause 
the  landlord  to  expel  them.  If  that  was 
their  intention  it  should  be  expressed  on 
the  face  of  the  Bill.  The  Government, 
they  had  always  known,  trusted  to  the 
votes  of  the  Irish  Members  below  the 
Gangway  for  carrying  through  their 
Parliamentary  programme.  It  now  ap- 
peared they  not  only  trusted  to  their 
votes,  but  to  their  arguments,  leaving  the 
whole  burden  of  supporting  the  Bill  to 
the  gentlemen  from  Ireland,  not  only  in 
the  Lobby,  but  in  debate.  No  one 
recognised  more  genuinely  than  he  the 
great  ability  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kerry,  but  lie  did  not  think  that  hon. 
Gentleman  succeeded  in  dsaliiig  with  this 
question,  and  he  would  express  the  hope 
even  now  that  they  might  have  from  the 


Although  it  was  true  that  breaches  of 
the  statutory  conditions  of  the  Act  of 
1881  had  been  rare,  there  were  cases  in 
which  the  insertion  of  the  words  of  the 
Amendment  might  inflict  serious  hard- 
ship on  the  tenant.  His  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  (Mr.  Healy),  in  opposing  the 
Amendment,  had  spoken  not  merely  for 
himself,  but,  as  far  as  he  was  aware, 
the  opinion  of  all  the  Irish  Members. 
The  third  of  the  statutory  conditions  of 
the  Act  of  1881  stated  that  a  tenant 
should 

"  not  erect  on  his  holding  any  dwelling-house 
othermse  than  in  substitutiou  for  those  already 
on  the  holding  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of 
this  Act " 

Would  the  Committee  observe  that  under 
this  statutory  condition,  if  a  tenant 
had  at  any  time  during  the  late  struggle 
allowed  an  outhouse  to  be  used 
as  a  shelter  for  his  homeless 
neighbour,  or  allowed  a  hut  of 
any  kind  to  be  erected  on  his  farm  to 
shelter  men,  women,  and  children  who 
Iiad  been  evicted,  that  man  would  have 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  statutory 
conditions,  and  for  that  breach  could  be 
evicted  ?  Would  the  Committee  say — 
would  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  say  that  that  man  should  be 
denied  the  right  to  petition  the  arbi- 
trators .''  He  respectfully  submitted  that 
if  that  man  were  evicted  for  such  an 
act  he  should  not  be  shut  out  from  the 
benefits  of  this  Bill.  There  was  also 
anotber  case.  It  was  a  breach  of  the 
statutory  conditions  to  cut  turf  except 
what  was  required  for  the  use  of  the 
holding,  and  on  such  a  trumpery  ques- 
tion as  that  a  tenant  might  be  evicted 
for  a  breach  of  the  statutory  conditions. 
Would  anyone  contend  that  he  ought  to 
be  shut  out?  A  tenant  evicted  for  a 
breach  of  the  statutory  conditions  lost 
bis  right  to  compensation  for  disturb- 
ance, and  the  sale  of  his  tenancy  was 
not  of  any  u^e  to  him.  Such  a  man 
would  have  suffered  a  grievous  hardship, 
and  he  thought  he  had  made  it  clear  that 
in  such  a  case  a  tenant  should  be  entitled 
to  the  benefits  of  the  Bill. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
R.  T.  Reid,  Dumfries,  &c.)  said,  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  VVest  Birmingham 
had  very  justly  observed  that  they  had 
been  discussing  this  matter  for  several 
hours.  Under  these  circumstances,  it 
would  be  admitted  that  the  Government 
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of  that  sort  to  say  that  at  the  end  of  12 
or  13  years  the  old  tenant  was  to  be 
allowed  to  return  and  say  to  the  landlord, 
"  I  have  a  right  to  be  reinstated."  Another 
class  of  case  was  that  of  the  middleman, 
who,  under  the  eighth  section  of  the  Act 
of  1887,  had  the  right  to  surrender  his 
holding  when  the  rent  he  paid  the  land- 
lord was  greater  than  the  rent  paid  by 
the  tenants  to  him.  This  was  a  case 
which  had  occurred  more  than  once.  In 
such  a  case  where  the  middleman  had 
actually  given  up  the  land  to  the  landlord 
and  the  landlord  had  resumed  possession 
should  the  middleman  be  allowed  the 
benefit  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  ? 
Thu-dly,  there  was  the  case  where  the 
tenant's  house  being  burnt,  or  "  rendered 
incapable  of  beneficial  enjoyment,"  he 
could,  under  the  Act  of  1860,  surrender 
the  holding.  He  wished  to  know  whether 
the  Government  intended  that  these 
cases,  or  any  of  them,  should  come  within 
the  purview  of  the  Rill,  bearing  in  mind 
that  in  each  instance  the  landlord  might 
have  been  in  possession  for  many  years 
and  might  have  incurred  considerable 
expense  ?  He  thought  this  point  ought 
to  be  raised  and  decided  at  the  very  out- 
set, not  only  for  the  guidance  of  the 
arbitrators,  but  that  unnecessary  costs 
to  the  landlord  hereafter  might  be 
avoided. 


Government    some    argument    of    their 
own. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER  rose, 
when 

Mr.  J.  MoRLEY  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

Question  put,  '*  That  the  Question  "be 
now  put." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  175  ; 
Noes  119.— (Division  List,  No.  194.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That 
those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  131  ; 
Noes  177. — (Division  List,  No.  195.) 

Mr.  W.  KENNY  (Dublin,  St. 
Stephen^s  Green)  said,  he  would  move 
to  insert  aft^r  "  determined,"  in  the  first 
sub-section  of  the  clause,  the  words 
"otherwise  than  by  voluntary  surrender," 
so  that  the  first  part  of  the  clause  would 
read  "  where  the  tenancy  of  a  holding  in 
Ireland  has  been  determined  otherwise 
than  by  voluntary  surrender."  He 
trusted  that  the  Government  would  not 
consider  the  warning  thrown  out  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kerry  on  the  last 
Amendment,  and  would  see  no  reason  for 
objecting  to  this  Amendment.  In  the 
discussion  of  that  Amendment  it  was 
said  that  there  would  be  cases  of  hard- 
ship if  the  proposal  were  accepted  ;  but 
it  would  be  impossible  for  cases  of  hard- 
ship to  arise  under  his  Amendment,  which 
would  raise  the  question  whether  the 
case  \>f  a  man  who  had  voluntarily  sur- 
rendered his  holding  to  the  landlord 
should  come  within  the  sub-section  and 
have  the  right  of  reinstatement.  Cases 
in  which  tenancy  had  been  determined 
by  voluntary  agreement  ought,  he 
thought,  to  be  excluded  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bill,  and  no  injustice  would 
be  done  by  such  exclusion.  There  were 
three  classes  of  cases  in  which  there  had 
been  voluntary  surrender.  First,  the 
^ost  ordinary  case,  in  1880  or  1881,  in 
^hich  the  tenant  found  his  holding  bur- 
densome— ^found  that  even  after  he  had 
got  a  fair  rent  fixed  it  did  not  pay  to  re- 
main on  it.  The  tenant  in  this  class  of 
case  had  gone  to  the  landlord  for  reasons 
other  than  high  rent  and  had  said,  "  For 
a  certain  sum,"  or  "  If  you  will  forgive 
me  the  arrears  of  rent  I  will  surrender 
the  holding  to  you,"  and  the  land  had 
accordingly  been  surrendered^     In  a  case 

Mr?  4»  J*  Balfour 


Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  6, 
after  the  word  "determined,"  to  insert 
the  words  "  otherwise  than  by  voluntary 
surrender." — {Mr,  W,  Kenny.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  J.  RIGBY  said,  it  was  obviously 
important  that  cases  of  hardship  should 
not  be  shut  out  where  the  equity  was  in 
favour  of  the  tenant  who  had  ceased  to 
hold  rather  than  that  they  should  exclude 
possible  cases  which  the  arbitrators  might 
deal  with  themselves.  There  must  be 
many  cases  of  great  hardship  in  which 
tenancies  had  been  voluntarily  sur- 
rendered. Let  them  take  the  case  in 
which  a  man  had  for  years  struggled 
against  the  burden  of  an  exorbitant  and 
unjust  rent,  and  at  last  found  it  im- 
possible to  go  on.  No  doubt  it  was  a 
very  awkward  predicament  that  he  was 
in  having  either  to  continue  to  his  ruin 
to  keep  up  his  tenancy — his  only  means 
of  livelihood — or  to  give  it  up,  and  no 
doubt  many  people  in  that  position  Tnade 
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what  the  Jaw  would  call  a  "  voluntary  " 

sfirrendor,   but  what,  in   fact,   was    the 

giving  np  of   the  last  plank  of  safety 

because  it  could  no  longer  be  retained. 

Doubtless  many  of  these  tenants  would 

say,  "  I  have  struggled  to  pay  this  unjust 

reut,  and  the  Legislature  has  not  come 

to  my  assistance.     I   am   bound  to  go 

because  my  means  of   raising   the  rent 

are  altogether  exhausted."     There  must 

be  many  such  cases,  and  he  thought  they 

were  eminently  of  a  character  that  ought 

to  be  brought  within   the  purview  of  a 

Bill  of  this    kind.      The  lion.  Member 

had  referred  to  the  case  of  the  middleman 

—-not  a  common  one — the  case  of   the 

nan  who  availed  himself  of  the  means 

afforded  by  the  Act  of  1860  to  get  rid 

of  what  was  to  him  a  damnosa  hfereditas^ 

from  the  fact  that  he  was  paying  a  larger 

rent  to  the  landlord  than  he  received  from 

Ik     tboseactually  occupying  the  land.  There 

B    might  be  cases  of  the  kind,  but  could  the 

I    Committee  imagine  such  a  man  desiring 

T.'     to  get   the  land  back  again  ?     At  any 

'     rate,  the  introduction  of  the  words  of  the 

Amendment    into    the    Bill    would    of 

Dece«8ity    exclude    numerous    cases    in 

^hicb    no   one,   considering    the    actual 

circumstances,   would   wish    to    exclude 

"je  claimants.      That  would  be  against 

^hat  tlie  Government  had  already  said, 

*nd  there  were  special  reasons  why  the 

-AinenJiiieut  could  not  be  accepted. 

Mr.      macartney    (Antrim,    S.) 
®"'d,  the  Attorney   General   had   practi- 
cally stated  that  a  tenant  who  had  sur- 
'^nder©<l  his  holding  years  ago  on  account 
of  what  was  presumed  to   be  exorbitant 
i^nt  Would  come  within  the  purview  of 
"®   Bill,    and    he   had    assumed  that  it 
**^ouId    be   the  task  of  the  arbitrators  to 
nqmre     into  all  the    various   difficulties 
inder  ^w-hj^ij  ^he  tenant  laboured  and  was 
luable  to    pay  his  rent.      The  hon.  aiul 
sarneu   Gentleman  seemed  to  have  for- 
gotten  tVxy^i  the  Chief  Secretary   had  told 
liem  thj^|.  the  labours  of  the  arbitration 
ll'ould  bo    comparatively  short,  and  that 
I^^^rvr^^^'*^  deal  with  the  cases  in  groups. 
vAXi»^  ^Macartney)  could   not  imagine 
iow    tbe    case   set  up  by  the  hon.  and 
earue^l  Oentleman  to  the  Committee  as 
a  reaBon   for  opposing  the   Amendment 
'was    to    be    sustained,   because    it    was 
<iyu\ev\t  tliat  if  the  tribunal  were  to  con- 
sider   the  case  of   the   tenant  who    had 
ftWTTOu^^jrg^  by  reason  of  any  exorbitant 
TCT\t,  It  would  hftve  tD  go  into  an  Inquiry, 


compared  to  which  the  function  of  the 
Land  Commission  would  be  a  trifle.  Ho 
observed  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman— indeed,  everybody  on  the  Front 
Bench — arrogated  to  themselves  the  right 
of  setting  up  any  number  of  supposititious 
cases  agaiust  every  Amendment  ;  but  if 
a  possible  case  were  mentioned  by  their 
opponents  they  objected.  As  to  the 
case  suggested  by  the  Attorney  General, 
no  one  had  imagined  during  the  First  or 
Second  Reading  that  such  a  case  would 
come  under  the  Bill. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  said,  the 
effect  of  the  Amendment  would  be  to 
exclude  from  the  benefits  of  the  Bill  a 
class  of  deserving  tenants  to  whom  the 
sympathy  of  tbe  Committee  ought  to  be 
extended. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  he  thought 
some  fresh  light  would  be  thrown  upon 
this  matter.  It  now  appeared,  from  the 
statement  of  the  Attorney  General,  that 
the  Government  meant  to  benefit  tenants 
who  had  voluntarily  surrendered  their 
holdings,  perhaps  many  years  ago.  That 
announcement  was  calculated  to  make 
the  Committee  pause.  The  Bill  was 
introduced  with  the  object  of  removing 
what  was  alleged  to  be  a  social  difficulty 
in  Ireland,  and  that  object  was  to  be 
effected  by  facilitating  the  reinstatement 
of  evicted  tenants  in  the  holdings  they 
formerly  occupied.  He  disapproved 
strongly  of  any  such  plan,  and  thought 
that  persons  who  had  been  evicted, 
especially  those  who  had  been  evicted 
for  causes  within  their  own  control, 
ought  not  to  receive  boons  under 
Acts  of  Parliament.  Their  position 
would  then  serve  as  a  useful  object- 
lesson  to  other  tenants.  This  plan,  of 
which  he  disapproved,  but  which  had 
l>een  sanctioned  by  the  House  by  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  it  was  now 
proposed  to  extend,  and  other  than 
evicted  tenants  were  to  be  benefited. 
The  financial  provision  made  in  the  Bill 
must  be  insufficient  to  meet  the  addi- 
tional demands  that  would  be  made  upon 
the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  arbi- 
trators. He  acquitted  the  Government 
of  having  sought  to  deceive,  nevertheless 
tbe  Bill,  in  the  circumstances  which  had 
now  developed,  was  a  frauil  upon  Parlia- 
ment. He  feared  that  unless  this 
Amendment  were  agreed  to  demands 
would  be  made  before;  long  upon  the 
British    taxpayer   for   additional    funds. 
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Against  any  such  domands  he  should 
protest  iu  the  name  of  his  eontstitueuts. 
lie  should  not  be  deterred  from  fulfilling 
what  he  beh'eved  to  be  his  duty  to  his 
constituents  by  the  interruptions  of  any 
gentleman  who  combined  disorder  with 
discourtesy. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  144  ; 
Noes  190.— (Division  List,  No.  196.) 

Viscount  WOLMER  moved  an 
Amendment  which  he  said  had  the  object 
of  excluding  from  the  scope  of  the  Bill 
cases  in  which  the.  tenant^s  interest  had 
been  purchased  by  the  landlord.  That 
class  of  cases  would  include  the  case  of  a 
tenant  who,  having  no  dispute  with  his 
landlord,  got  into  difficulties  with  a 
creditor.  In  such  a  case  the  landlord 
might  purchase  the  tenant's  interest. 
Again,  a  tenant  might  choose  to  vacate 
his  holding,  and  put  his  tenant-right  up 
to  auction,  when  it  might  be  bought  by 
the  landlord.  He  could  not  see  how  it 
could  be  said  to  be  justice  to  reinstate  a 
man  in  such  circumstances. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
6,  after  the  word  "  determined,''  to  insert 
the  words  "otherwise  than  on  a  pur- 
chase by  the  landlord  of  the  tenant's 
interest." — (  llscount  JVolmcr,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
bo  there  inserted." 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  said,  his  noble  Friend 
wished  to  provide  that  wherever  there 
was  a  purcliJi.se  by  the  landlord  of  the 
tenant's  interest  no  relief  shouhl  be 
given.  In  answer  to  that,  he  would  only 
refer  to  the  case  of  a  landlord  proceeding 
by^*../tf.,  and  putting  the  tenaucy  up  to 
auction  and  buying  it  for  an  old  song.  It 
was  quite  impossible  to  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Mf{.  a.  ,J.  HALFOUR  said,  the  lion, 
and  learned  G<Mitlenian  took  the  case  of 
a  tenancy  sold  for  a  nominal  sum  under  a 
Ji^f(t.  Why  was  it  sold  for  a  nominal 
sum  ? 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  :  Because  there  is 
no  competition. 

Mr.  A.J.  BALFOUR  :  Why  is  there 
no  competition  r 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  made  an  observation 
which  did  not  reach  the  Reporters' 
Gallery. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  An  admira- 
ble  answer  !  A  tradesman  sells  up  a 
Mr,  J,  Lotpthcr 
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tenant's  interest,  and  because  the  tenant 
has  combined  with  otliers   in  what  hon. 
Gentlemen    below    the    Gangway    c«ll 
disapproval   of   the   landlord's    conduct, 
and  has  therefore  deprived  himself  of  his 
interest   in   the  farm,    he   is    to  obtaiQ 
relief  under  this  Bill.      If  the  teoant's 
interest  is  sold  for  a  nominal  sum,  do 
human  being  is  to  be  blamed  except  the 
leaders  of  the  agitation  in  Ireland.    On 
their  heads  lies  the  blame,  and  oat  <^ 
their  pocket  should  come  the  money.  Tbej 
should  not  come  for  relief  to  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment and   to  the  British  taxpajtf, 
who  is  the  person  who  stands  behind  tbe 
Irish  Government.  If  they  choose  to  take 
this  course  in  the  exercise  of  what  thej 
conceive  to  be  their  public  duty,  let  theo 
bear   the  cost  and   let   them   not  come 
down  to  this  House  and  ask  us  to  heir 
the  cost.      We  have  been  engaged  for 
some  time  in  trying  to  make  this  Bill 
consistent  with  the  Orders  of  the  Home. 
It  was  laid  down  by  the  ChairmaD,  and 
I  think  he  has  not  been  contradicted  bj 
any  other  authority,  that  at  the  present 
moment  the  Bill  is  not  in  Order,  and  thtt 
either  by  altering  the  title  or   altering 
the    Bill    it   is   absolutely    necessary  it 
should  be  brought  into  Order.     WebaTO 
been  trying  to  make  the  substance  of  the 
Bill  conform  to  the  title.     I  believe  the 
Government   prefer   to   make    the  title 
conform   to  the  Bill.     I   am  curious  to 
know  what  the  new  title  of  the  Bill  is  to 
be,  and  I  ask  the  Government  to  tell  Oft, 
before  we  proceed  with  these   Amend- 
ments, how  they  propose  to   make  tbe 
title  accord  with  the  Bill  ?     They  have 
deliberately  refused  to  accept  our  Amend- 
ments, excluding   voluntary    surrenders, 
and  excluding  purchase  and  all  the  rest 
of  it,  and  I  wish  to  know   what   form  of 
words  they  propose  to  introduce  into  the 
title  so  as  to  bring  the  measure  into  con- 
formity with  the  Standing  Orders  of  the 
House  ?     They  have  had  a  whole  night 
and  a  whole  day  to  think  of  it,  and  they 
might  possibly  shorten  the  discussion  by 
making  an  announcement.    At  all  events, 
we  have  a  right  to  know  what  is  the  title 
their  ingenuity  suggests  for  adequately 
covering    the    provisions    of    their    own 
measure. 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said,  he  qnite 
understood  why  the  Governnjent  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment,  and  if  be 
held  their  views  he  should  resist  it 
The  Solicitor  General  hatl  talked  alK)Ut 
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Members  introducing  all  sorts  of  absurd 
exemptions.  He  would  advise  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  not  to  lose  his  temper 
so  early,  and  not  to  indulge  in  language 
of  that  kind,  because,  after  all,  what 
Members  of  the  Opposition  had  been 
doing  since  the  Debate  commenced  had 
been  trying  to  keep  the  Bill  within  the 
lines  of  its  title.  Of  course,  if  this 
Amendment  were  carried  one-half  of  the 
evicted  tenants  in  Ireland  would  not 
have  aoy  ground  whatever  for  going 
into  the  Court,  and  this  was  the  real 
reason  why  the  Government  ought  to 
oppose  the  Amendment.  Nearly  all 
tticse  men  were  trespassers,  and  therefore 
if  the  Amendment  were  carried  they  would 
be  put  out  of  court.  As  to  the  value  of 
tenant-right,  the  real  reason  why  the  land- 
lord was  able  to  buy  the  tenant's  interest  for 
an  old  song  was  that  the  authors  of  the 
Plan  of  Campaign,  who  had  brought 
about  these  evictions  for  political  pur- 
poses, would  not  allow  the  competitive 
value  of  the  interest  to  be  obtained  in 
the  open  market.  The  proof  of  this 
was  that,  whenever  tenant-right  was 
sold  outside  the  area  of  the  agitation  it 
fetched  a  fancy  price.  In  the  province  of 
Ulster  as  much  as  £20  an  acre  was 
sometimes  obtained  for  tenant-right,  and 
it  had  been  given  in  evidence  upstairs 
that  £40  an  acre  had  been  obtained  for  it. 
Gentlemen  opposite  having  rendered 
nugatory  the  free  sale  clauses  of  the 
Land  Act,  and  having  thus  robbed  the 
tenants  of  their  interest,  asked  Parlia- 
ment to  end  their  work  and  to  put  the 
tenants  in  the  same  position  as  that  which 
they  occupied  before  those  hou.  Members 
interferetl. 

Mr.  sexton  (Kerry,  N.)  said,  that 
no  one  could  listen  to  any  speech  de- 
livered by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  without  being  convinced 
that  the  boo.  Member  was  not  able  to 
give  the  Solicitor  General  any  lessons  in 
the  art  of  keeping  one's  temper.  As  to 
the  inquiry  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  respecting  the  title  of  the  Bill, 
he  (Mr  Sexton)  had  never  yet  heard 
that  a  discussion  in  Committee  on  the 
clauses  of  a  Bill  conhl  be  interrupted  for 
the  purpose  of  amending  the  title.  The 
time  to  amend  the  title  would  not  be 
reached  until  the  completion  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee.  The  right 
hon.    Gentleman    (Mr.   A.  J.   Balfour) 


was  six  years  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  and  in  that  time  he  might 
have  learnt  that  tradesmen  in  Ireland 
did  not  pursue  the  tenants  by  means 
of  writs  of  ^fieri  facias.  The 
cases  in  which  they  did  so  were  ex- 
tremely rare.  A  man  in  Ireland  had  to 
arrange  with  his  creditors  as  he  had  to 
do  with  his  landlord,  the  only  dif- 
ference being  that  while  the  creditor 
was  willing  to  accept  fa?r  terms  the 
landlord  was  not.  As  to  the  question 
why  landlords  were  able  to  buy  tenants' 
interests  for  a  small  price,  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell) 
thought  he  improved  his  argument  by 
proving  the  high  value  of  the  tenant- 
right.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  high 
value  of  the  tenant-right  proved  the 
universality  of  the  detestation  in  which 
the. landlord's  conduct  was  held  by  the 
community.  It  was  because  the  com- 
munity was  convinced  that  the  landlord's 
conduct  had  been  cruel  and  exacting  that 
people  refused  to  enter  into  competition 
with  him.  These  cases  had  arisen  before 
the  Plan  of  Campaign  came  into  ex- 
istence, and  people  so  execrated  the  land- 
lords who  sold  the  tenant-right  that 
nobody  would  have  any  part  in  the  sale 
except  the  landlord.  The  tenant,  there- 
fore, suffered  as  great  a  hardship  as  if  he 
had  been  evicted. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  Government  are  going 
to  take  the  hon.  Member  for  Kerry  (Mr. 
Sexton)  as  their  universal  provider  of 
answers.  I  put  to  them  a  question,  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kerry  has  decided 
that  this  is  not  the  proper  time  to  answer  it. 
I  cannot  agree  with  him  in  that  respect. 
We  had  a  promise  from  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  J.  Morley)  last  night  that  we 
should  have  an  announcement,  not  to- 
day, but  soon,  on  a  subject  which  is  of 
some  interest.  With  regard  to  the  argu- 
ment the  hon.  Gentleman  has  just  ad- 
dressed to  us,  he  has,  after  all,  confirmed 
all  I  said  to  the  Committee  except 
that  we  still  differ  on  the  question  whe- 
ther tradesmen  proceed  by  writ  of  fi.fa. 
or  not.  I  say  that  such  cases  are  not  so 
few  in  number  as  to  be  unworthy  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  at  all  denied  that  the 
absence  of  value  in  tenant-right  in  other 
parts  of  Ireland  than  Ulster  is  due  to 
what  amounts  to  the  general  conspiracy 
which  prevails  in  other  parts  of  Ireland. 
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I  accept  that  statement  from  so  high  an 
authority.  I  should  like  to  point  out  that 
a  more  extraordinary  way  of  showing 
disapproval  of  the  landlord's  conduct  than 
that  of  allowing  him  to  purchase  the 
tenant's  interest  for  almost  nothing  and 
refusing  to  let  the  tenant  sell  his  interest 
for  what  it  is  worth  I  u'^ver  heard  of. 
Nothing  equals  it  except  the  burning  of 
the  Irish  banker's  notes  in  order  to 
show  disapproval  of  the  Irish  banker's 
politics. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  appear  to  see  that  if 
people  had  competed  with  the  landlord 
for  the  purchase  of  the  tenant-right  they 
would  have  allowed  him  to  receive  an 
unjust  rent. 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  :  I  rose  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kerry,  but  gave  way  to 
him.  I  will  communicate  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  just  said.  I  think  he  will  be  in  the 
House  before  long.  Probably,  under 
these  circumstances,  we  shall  now  be 
allowed  to  go  to  a  Division. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  143  ; 
Noes  198. — (Division  List,  No.  197.) 

Mr.  barton  said,  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  accept  the  Amend- 
ment he  had  now  to  move,  and  he  did 
not  see  on  what  ground  they  could  reject 
it.  It  was  after  the  word  "  determined," 
to  insert  the  words — 

"  otherwise  than  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  a 
Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  where  a 
Receiver  has  been  appointed." 

In  the  case  of  an  estate  managed 
by  the  Land  Judge  in  the  interests 
of  mortgages  the  Judge  would  have 
to  consider  before  making  an  order 
of  ejectment  whether  it  was  right  and 
proper  to  do  so.  It  was  a  distinct  rule 
in  the  Land  Judge's  Court  that  a  receiver 
might  not  bring  an  action  of  ejectment 
except  practically  in  open  court.  lie  put 
it  to  th3  Committee  whether  a  man  ejected 
under  these  circumstances  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  claim  the  right  of  reinstate- 
ment and  thus  override  the  judgment  of 
the  Court.  Such  a  case  could  not  be  a 
c^ase  of  unjust  rent  or  a  case  in  which  a 
landlord  had  exercised  a  discretion  im- 
prudently or  unreasonably,  because  in- 
justice could  be  prevented  in  more  ways 
than  one.  Was  the  Committee  prepared 
to  bring  about  a  conflict  of  jurisdiction, 

Mr,  A.  J,  Balfour 


as  it  might  do  if  it  refused  to  adopt  this 
Amendment,  between  the  High  Court  and 
the  new  tribunal  to  be  set  up  under  this 
Bill  ?  This  was  amatter  which  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  take  into  consideration. 
He  would  ask  them  to  consider  the 
case  of  an  infant,  say,  a  girl  of  eight 
or  10  years,  whose  estate  was  being 
administered  and  in  which  the  Lord 
Chancellor  would  have  full  discretion. 
If  that  was  so,  was  it  fair  or  reasonable 
in  such  cases  as  these  to  override  the 
orders  of  Judges  of  the  High  Court  ? 
He  asked  the  Government  to  consider  the 
interests  of  persons  who  were  well 
deserving  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
Surely  the  Committee  was  not  going  to 
raise  up  this  conflict  of  jurisdiction,  and 
he  appealed  to  the  Government  to  give 
their  serious  consideration  to  this  impor- 
tant point  of  the  arbitrators  overriding 
the  High  Court. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
6,  after  the  word  "  determined,"  to  insert 
the  w^ords — 

"otherwise  than  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of 
a  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  where  a 
Receiver  has  been  appointed  by  the  High  Court.' 
— (Jtf/'.  Jiarton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  whether 
Mr.  Justice  Monroe,  of  the  Land  Court, 
who  had  charge  of  1,400  estates,  includ- 
ing a  large  number  of  tenants,  was  to 
have  his  decisions  set  aside  by  Mr. 
Fottrell  and  Mr.  Greer  ?  He  invited 
the  Committee  to  take  in  illustration 
the  case  of  a  tenant  who,  in  spite  of 
the  reduction  of  rent  and  the  forgiving 
and  wi ping-out  of  arrears,  had  been 
turned  out  by  the  Judge's  order. 
That  occurred  very  frequently  indeed. 
What  did  the  Bill  propose  ?  It  proposed 
that  these  arbitrators  should  override  Mr. 
Justice  Monroe.  Surely  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  in  earnest  in  making  so 
monstrous  a  proposal.  Where  would 
they,  after  this,  get  new  tenants  to  take 
these  farms  if  the  arbitrators  were  to 
override  the  orders  of  the  Judges  armed 
with  authority  by  Parliament  ?  He  be- 
lieved they  would  bring  the  whole 
machinery  of  the  Land  Judges  Court  to  a 
standstill.  Surely  the  Government,  even 
in  their  enthusiasm  for  reinstating  evicted 
tenants,  could  not  propose  to  override 
the   decision   of   a  Judge   of   the  High 
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Court.  It  was  one  thing  to  deal  with 
Lord  Clauricarde ;  it  was  another  thing 
to  deal  with  Mr.  Justice  Monroe  and  in- 
terfere with  his  work  as  a  Judge, 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Mr. 
Mel  I  or,  I  see  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Louth  in  bis  place,  and  I  desire 
Xjo  make  a  personal  explanation  of  some 
words  which  I  used  with  regard  to  him 
at  an  earlier  period  of  the  evening.  In 
answer  lo  an  interruption  on  the  part  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  I  said 
that  the  time  was  past  when  he  was  a 
suppliant  for  favours,  or  something  to 
that  effect.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman is  of  opinion  that  these  words  of 
mine  may  be  misconstrue^,  and  that  a 
meaning  may  be  attached  to  them  which 
I  certainly  did  not  intend  to  convey. 
Therefore,  I  ask  the  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  say  that  I  did  not  intend  to 
impute  to  him  that  he  would  have 
accepted  favours  which  it  would  be  dis- 
honourable for  him  to  accept.  I  will 
only  add  that,  although  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  and  myself  have  been 
bitterly  opposed  to  each  other,  I  never 
thought  of  attributing  to  him  anything 
of  a  dishonourable  character. 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  am  obliged  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  admit  my 
remark  was  of  a  provocative  character, 
and  I  also  desire  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  CARSON,  in  supporting  the 
Amendment,  asked  whether  it  was  pro- 
posed by  Government  to  give  these  tem- 
porary confiscators  practical  power  to 
turn  a  Judge  of  the  High  Court  out  of 
property  he  was  administering  either  for 
the  benefit  of  creditors,  minors,  or  other 
persons  whose  interests  he  was  bound 
to  protect  ?  That  was  practically  what 
they  were  going  to  do,  and  it  would 
create  serious  conflict  between  the  arbi- 
trators and  the  Judges  of  the  High 
Court.  Where  tenants  had  been  turned 
out  for  non-payment  of  rent,  and  the 
property  was  sold,  the  Land  Court  Act 
gave  a  guarantee  to  the  purchaser  that 
the  land  was  only  subject  to  the  particu- 
lar tenancies  mentioned.  That  was  pro- 
vided by  the  6l8t  section.  The  tribunal 
which  it  was  now  proposed  to  override 
gave  what  was  known  in  Ireland  as  the 
guarantee  of  a  Parliamentary  title.  The 
unfortunate  purchaser  of  12  or  13  years 
ago,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  facts, 
would  now,  under  this  Bill,  be  turned 
oat  in  favour  of  a  tenant  who  might  have 


been  evicted  two  or  three  years  before  he 
purchased  the  property  through  the  En- 
cumbered Estates  Court.  Such  a  thing 
was  absolutely  ridiculous.  It  would  turn 
topsy-turvy  all  the  rights  of  property  in 
Ireland,  and  would  be  practically  repeal- 
ing all  the  guarantees  which  had  been 
given. 

Sir  J.  RIGBY  said,  he  agreed  that 
it  was  ridiculous.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  took  a  case  which  no 
rational  being  would  entertain,  an  ex- 
treme which  he  himself  said  was 
ridiculous.  They  should  consider  what 
they  were  coming  to.  They  were  ex- 
hausting themselves  in  finding  these 
ridiculous  cases.  Let  them  take  care 
they  did  not  lay  down  rules  for  the  arbi- 
trators which  would  be  supremely  ridi- 
culous. There  must  be  a  prima  facie 
case  for  reinstatement  shown. 

Mr.  CARSON  :  I  do  not  know  what 
a  prima  facie  case  is. 

Sir  J.  RIGBY  said,  there  were  Mem- 
bers present  in  the  House  who  did,  and 
it  scarcely  mattered  whether  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  understood 
what  a  prima  facie  case  was  or  not.  In 
all  arbitrations  there  was  risk  of  error. 
The  Amendment  would  lead  to  no  satis- 
factory result,  and  it  was  merely  an 
attempt  to  insult  the  arbitrators  before- 
hand. If  they  were  going  to  have  a 
Second  Reading  Debate  upon  every 
Amendment  that  was  moved  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite,  it  would  be  impossible 
ever  to  get  through  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  confessed 
that  he  was  lost  in  admiration  at  the 
number  of  new  and  extraordinary  prin- 
ciples which  had  been  laid  down  for  the 
Committee  by  the  great  luminary  at  the 
nead  of  the  English  Bar.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  now  said  that 
they  were  going  to  set  up  a  most  extra- 
ordinary tribunal,  something  between  an 
Inquisition  and  a  Vehmgerichte,  which 
was  to  sit  in  secret  and  deal  with  the 
property  of  the  landlords  in  Ireland,  and 
indirectly  with  the  lives  and  interests  of 
a  great  number  of  the  tenants.  Because 
it  had  these  extraordinary  powers,  the 
Attorney  General  said  that  was  a  reason 
why  the  Committee  ought  to  trust  it  en- 
tirely. Then  why  on  earth  should  they 
give  the  arbitrators  any  instructions  at 
all  ?  To  do  so  was  a  most  unreasonable 
interference  with  the  liberty  that  ought 
to  l^e  accorded  to  the  most  extraordinary 
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tribunal  ever  created  by  an  English  Go- 
vernment. Not  one  single  Amendment 
which  had  been  proposed  had  been 
objected  to  on  its  merits,  neither  had  it 
been  shown  that  any  evil  would  have 
resulted  from  assenting  to  it,  and  the 
Government  had  gone  as  far  as  to  admit 
that  in  some  cases  injustice  or  mistakes 
might  possibly  be  prevented  by  accept- 
ing them.  Why,  then,  did  the  Govern- 
ment refuse  to  improve  the  Bill,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  conciliate  the  Opposition 
by  adopting  Amendments  which  they 
admitted  could  by  no  possibility  do 
harm  ?  It  must  be  because  in  this  matter 
the  Government  were  not  their  own 
masters,  and  they  had  in  all  these  cases 
to  look  to  the  other  side  of  the  House  for 
reasons  why  an  English  Government 
should  refuse  to  accept  Amendments  of 
this  character.  All  he  could  say  was 
that  this  certainly  was  not  a  usual  or  a 
fair  way  of  discussing  the  details  of  so 
important  a  measure  as  this. 

Mu.  J.  MORLEY  said,  that  he  did 
not  understand  his  right  hon.  Friend^s 
reference  to  the  position  of  the  English 
Government. 

Mu.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  mean  the 
predominant  partner. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  that  if  the 
predominant  partner  had  done  its  duty  by 
Ireland  years  and  generations  ago  this 
Bill  would  not  have  been  necessary.  He 
made  no  concealment  upon  that  point ; 
he  was  always  delighted  when  Irish 
Members  below  the  Gangway  favoured 
the  House  with  their  views  and  opinions 
on  these  questions.  The  faults  in  the 
Land  Act  of  1881  vvere  due  to  the  House 
taking  the  very  course  which  the  Com- 
mittee were  now  invited  to  take.  His 
right  hon.  Friend  asked  why  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  attempt  to  conciliate  the 
Opposition  ;  but  the  House  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  amount  of  concilia- 
tion that  existed  on  the  part  of  the 
Opposition  in  moving  Amendments  to 
this  Bill.  He  quite  agreed  with  his  right 
hon.  Friend  as  to  the  inexpediency  of 
having  a  Second  Reading  on  every  clause 
and  section  in  the  Bill.  Would  any 
Member  of  the  Opposition  get  up  and 
say  that  any  of  the  Ameudt^ents  dis- 
cussed that  night  had  been  designed  to 
improve  the  Bill  ?  There  would,  be  no 
end  to  the  discussion  if  the  Co^^nittee 
were  going  to  impose  on  the  arbitWtors 
every  kind  of  restriction  in  cases  wljich 

Mr,  J.  Chamberlain  \ 


it  was  absolutely  certain  they  would 
never  have  to  deal  with  it.  It  could  not 
be  done,  and,  moreover,  the  Government 
did  not  intend  to  try. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said,  it  was 
evident  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  intend  to  answer  the  arguments 
that  had  been  adduced  in  support  of  the 
Amendment,  and,  therefore,  be  could  not 
help  thinking  that  in  making  personal 
recriminations  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  endeavouring  to  occupy  the  time  of 
the  Committee  unnecessarily.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  had,  how- 
ever, attempted  to  answer  the  argu- 
ments which  had  been  put  forward  in 
support  of  the  Amendment,  and  he  would 
do  his  best  as  briefly  as  he  could  to  deal 
with  the  extraordinary  assertions  which 
lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  contention.  The 
arbitrators  by  the  Bill  were  to  take  into 
consideration  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  evictions  took  place.  If  cir- 
cumstances of  the  district  pointed,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  three  gentlemen,  to  the 
advisability  of  reinstating  the  tenant 
evicted  hy  the  Landed  Estates  Court, 
what  was  there  to  prevent  them  acting 
upon  the  prima  facie  case  put  forward  ? 
Why  should  they  not  consider  the  reasons 
the  Land  Court  Judge  had  for  ordering 
evictions  ?  While  the  Bill  said  that  the 
arbitrators  were  to  consider  k  prima  facie 
case,  it  compelled  them  to  leave  out  of 
account  considerations  which  the  Go- 
vernment told  the  Committee  in  debate 
ought  to  govern  them.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  arbitrators  would  be 
obliged,  by  the  very  title  under  which 
they  held  office,  to  do  'what  they  might 
think  was  a  gross  injustice  upon  in- 
dividuals and  a  great  violation  of  the 
practice  to  which  Parliament  had  in  the 
most  deliberate  manner  given  its  sanction. 
If  the  Government  rejected  this  Amend- 
ment without  further  debate  it  would 
prove  that  they  regarded  all  debate  as 
intrinsically  evil,  and  that  the  sooner  they 
brought  it  to  an  end  by  legitimate  or 
illegitimate  means  the  better  for  them 
and  for  their  Bill. 

Mr.  HALDANE  (Haddington)  said, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had 
brought  forward  two  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  Amendments,  first  upon  cases  in 
which  the  Lord  Chancellor  could  ex- 
ercise his  jurisdiction,  and  secondly  with 
regard  to  the  circumstances  under  which 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  iC 


\ 


1169 


Evicted  Tenants         {27  July  1894}  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill.  1170 


the  arbitrators  might  think  it  advisable  to 
tiiko    action.     He  tthonUl  like  to  ask  why 
OD(ler  this  Bill  the  Judge  of  the  Landed 
Est^Lt/M  Court  should  be  put  in  an  ex- 
cep Clonal  position  as  compared  with  any 
Juil^e  who  exercised  his  functions  with 
regard  to  any  other  Act  he  had  to  ad- 
mitiister  ?  This  Bill  was  brought  forward 
for  f^  temporary  purpose  only  ;  it  was  to 
be  i  n  operation  for  a  period  of  three  years 
frocKi  the  date  of  its  coming  into  openition, 
and.    -was  introduced  in  respect  of  a  view 
of  t:liiDg8  that  was  not  within  the  pur- 
view of  existing  legislation.     If  it  was 
intoiided   to   amend    the  |K)wers  of   the 
;iacl^e  of  the  Landed  Estates  Court  that 
iroiild  have  been  done,  but  this  Bill  con- 
tiempiated  something  different,  and  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  right  that  its  powers 
ibould   be  extended.       The    right  hou. 
Gentleman    said    the    wording   of    the 
clause  was    such    that    the    arbitrators 
J        ^uld  be  bound  to  take  into  considera- 
^  the  circumstances  of  the  district,  and, 
^  he  understood  the  right  hon.  Gentlo- 
Huiu'b  argument,  the  circumstances  of  the 
district  were  sufficient  to  exclude  it  from 
eonsideration.     As    he  read  the  section 
there  were  three  things  the  arbitrator 
were  to  look  to.     First,  whether  tiie  cir- 
cumstances of  the  district  was  sufficient 
to  warrant  a  re-instatement ;    secondly, 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  evic- 
tion  took  place  ;    and  thirdly,  whether 
there  was  any  other  circumstances  to  be 
eoosidered.     The  arbitrators  might  look 
at  one  or  all  of  these.    The  general  prin- 
ciple was  laid  down  that  it  was  not  de- 
sirable to  narrow  the  class  of  cases  the 
arbitrators  had  to  consider,  and  that  it 
ixras  better  to  leave  them  with  unfettered 
discretion.     When  that  principle  was  ac- 
(septed^  and  the  Opposition  still  attempted 
to  get  in  particular  exceptiorts,  how  was 
it  possible  to  meet  those  attempt  except 
by    repeating   what   had    been   said    al- 
ready ?    Strong  epithets  had  been  hurled 
against  this  tribunal ;  it  had  been  called 
a  tribunal  of  coufiscutors,  and  his  right 
hon.  Friend  behind  him  preferred  to  call 
it  the  Inquisition,  and,  not  satisfied  with 
that,  called  it  the  Vehmgcricbt.       But 
when  they  came  to  consider  the  argu- 
ments what  did  they  amount  to  ?       One 
lion.  Meml>er  said  it  was  a  Bill  to  evict 
the  Land  Commissioners,  and  other  said 
it  was  a  Bill  to  go  back  on  the  provisions 
of  the  Settled  Estates  Court  Act  of  1858. 
True,  the  Act  of  1858  guaranteed  titles  ; 


but  they  were  interfere<l  with  by  the 
Act  of  1881  aiul  by  the  Act  of  1887, 
passeil  by  the  Conservative  Government. 
In  the  face  of  these  facts  it  was  unreason- 
able to  a<lvance  the  arguments  now  used. 

Mr.  barton  thought  the  speech 
they  had  just  heard  the  most  remarkable 
they  had  yet  had  in  the  Debate.  The 
Attorney  General  said  the  arguments 
brought  forward  were  ridiculous  because 
no  tribunal,  and  especially  this  ])articular 
tribunal,  would  think  of  mlmittiug  these 
cases,  but  now  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  showeil  they  were  the  most 
reasonable  cases,  and  the  very  ones  that 
the  tril)uual  ought  to  admit.  This 
showed  the  value  of  the  answers  they 
had  receiveil  from  the  Govennnent,  anil 
he  would  ask  on  whom  they  were  to 
rely  ;  whether  they  were  to  rely 
upon  the  leading  equity  lawyer  of 
Ireland  or  the  leading  equity  lawyer  of 
England  ?  The  leading  equity  lawyer  in 
Ireland  was  of  opinion  these  cases  ought 
to  be  re-instated  by  Mr.  Piers^Wiiite, 
and  the  Attorney  General  said  tliey  were 
too  ridiculous  to  be  entertained  by  the 
arbitrators. 

Mh.  WYNDIIAM  (Dover)  said,  the 
absurdity  of  the  argument  against  the 
Amendment  could  be  shown  in  a 
single  sentence.  The  hon.  Memljer  for 
Haddington  (Mr.  Hahlane)  had  asked 
them  why  they  should  put  the  Judge  of 
the  Landed  Estates  Court  in  an  excep- 
tional position,  and  in  his  turn  he  would 
ask  the  hon.  and  leanied  Gentleman 
why  they  should  put  the  head  of  the 
Court  in  an  exceptional  positioti,  and 
treat  him  with  less  respect  than  they 
treated  every  new  tenant  ?  Under  the 
Bill  every  new  tenant,  though  he  might 
pay  a  merely  nominal  rent,  though  the 
faet  of  his  occupying  the  holding  might 
produce  in  the  district  almost  civil  war, 
every  tenant  of  that  character  had  a 
right  to  override  the  decision  of  the  head 
of  this  Court. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said,  the  Landed 
Estates  Court  could  put  the  tenant  in 
exactly  the  same  posisiou  as  any  other 
Court. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said,  the  argument 
that  it  was  better  to  leave  unfettered 
discretion  could  only  be  used  when  they 
allowed  them  no  discretion  in  the  case  of 
the  1,5()0  tenants.  They  adopted  a 
graduatCil  scale,  having  the  new  tenant 
at   the   top,   with    the    Landed    Estates 
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couflict  between  the  Judge  who  made  the 
order  for  the  eviction  aud  the  arbitrator. 
The  case  they  were  uow  setting  up  was 
that  against  Mr.  Justice  Monroe  aud  hi^ 
Court  they  were  setting  up  an  appellate 
tribunal  without  any  appeal,  because  the 
Bill  proposed  to  give  no  appeal  from  this 
Council  of  three.  Possibly,  at  a  later 
stage,  it  might  be  proposed  that  all  three 
of  the  arbitrators  were  uot  to  sit  together, 
and  that  the  order  of  any  two  might  be 
sufficient.  If  that  was  so,  were  they 
coming  to  this  :  that  an  order  signed  by 
Mr.  George  Fottrell  and  Mr.  Greer,  who 
knew  as  little  about  the  law  as  any 
solicitor  he  ever  met — Mr.  White  was 
the  only  lawyer  of  the  three.  [Crtc«  of 
"  Oh,  oh  !  "]  Probably  these  two  gen- 
tlemen, Mr.  Fottrell  and  Mr.  Greer, 
might  know  something  about  the  practice 
and  procedure,  but  they  knew  nothing 
about  the  law,  and  they  might  have  Mr. 
Fottrell  and  Mr.  Greer  signing  an  order 
which  would  override  an  order  of  the 
Judge  of  the  Landed  Estates  Court.  He 
therefore  objected  to  including  within  the 
scope  of  the  Bill  the  class  of  cases  which 
came  within  the  category  to  which  the 
Amendment  referred. 


Court     and     the      arbitrators     at     the 
bottom, 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said, 
the  Landed  Estates  Court  never  ordered 
these  ejectments  ;  they  were  brought  by 
the  Receiver  without  the  Judge — at  least 
in  civil  bill  ejectments — investigating 
them.  This  was  not  the  judicial  decision 
of  the  Judge  in  any  way.  If  the  Receiver 
thought  there  was  too  much  rent  due  he 
took  proceedings,  and  if  the  Judge  sanc- 
tioned those  proceedings  he  concurred  as 
a  matter  of  course  ex  parte.  Yet  in  this 
House  it  was  suggested  that  a  Judge  of 
the  land  had  thoroughly  investigated  all 
these  matters  ;  that  he  had  satisfied  him- 
self judicially — first,  that  the  rent  was 
fair ;  and,  next,  that  it  was  due.  He 
said  that  the  entire  suggestion  on  which 
the  Amendment  was  founded  was  wrong ; 
it  was  a  mere  office  transaction,  without 
the  judicial  mind  of  the  Judge  being 
brought  to  bear  upon  it. 

Mr.  W.  KENNY  (Dublin,  St. 
Stephen's  Green)  said,  the  speeches 
they  heard  just  now  from  the  Attorney 
General  and  the  Chief  Secretary  showed 
what  they  were  coming  to.  These  gen- 
tlemen, after  listening  to  the  case  made 
by  the  supporters  of  the  Amendment, 
stfid  that  no  rational  being  would  make 
an  order  in  such  cases  as  those  brought 
forward.  If  that  were  so,  if  they  were 
cases  in  which  no  Judge  exercising  a 
judicial  mind  would  make  an  order,  then 
why  not  include  them  ?  He  supported 
the  Bill  as  it  stood,  upon  the  ground  that 
the  Bill  as  it  stood  would  set  up  an 
appellate  jurisdiction  in  respect  of  the 
orders  made  by  the  Judge  of  the  Landed 
Estates  Court ;  there  would  be  a  direct 
conflict  of  jurisdiction  in  cases  in  which 
the  Judge  of  the  Lauded  Estates  Court 
had  made  an  order  for  the  eviction  of  a 
tenant.  The  hon.  Member  for  Haddington 
(Mr.  Haldane)  had  fallen  into  a  complete 
error.  The  case  referred  to  by  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  had  reference  to  the 
orders  of  two  Judges — first,  the  order  of 
Mr.  Justice  Monroe,  as  President  of  the 
Landed  Estates  Court,  or  the  chief 
receiver,  Mr.  Murphy,  giving  leave  to 
bring  the  ejectment ;  and,  secondly,  after 
ejectment  brought,  the  formal  order  of 
the  Judge  of  the  Common  Law  Division. 
That  was  a  wholly  different  state  of 
things  from  that  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Haddington,  who  thought  it  waSvOnly  a 
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Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  113  ; 
Noes  171.— (Division  List,  No.  198.) 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  next 
Amendment  in  Order  stands  in  the  name 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Preston. 

Sir  R,  TEMPLE  (Surrey,  Kingston): 
I  have  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  is  not  in 
Order. 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston)  said,  his 
Amendment  was  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  the  first  day  of  May  1879,"  aud  insert 
"the  3l8t  day  of  October  1882."  It 
would  be  seen  that  this  Bill  as  it  stood 
dealt  with  the  case  of  a  tenant  who  had 
been  absent  from  the  farm  for  so  long  a 
period  as  15  years,  and  yet  it  enabled 
that  tenant  with  the  consent  of  the  arbi- 
trators to  go  back.  It  was  a  distinct 
contravention  of  the  existing  law  of  the 
land.  The  Statute  of  Limitations  at  the 
present  moment  distinctly  laid  down  that 
the  right  of  recovery  should  not  extend 
over  a  period  of  12  years,  yet  in  spite  of 
that  Statute  of  Limitations  the  Bill  ex- 
tended the  iperiod  to  15  years,  and  by 
doing  that  the  Government  were  adopt- 
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inga  retrograde   step.      In    Stephen^s 
Commentaries  on  the  Tmws  of  England 
it  was  stated  that  the  Statute  of  Limita- 
tions under  the  old  law  was  a  period  of 
60  years.     About   60    years    ago    that 
period  was  reduced  to  20  years  ;  and  it 
had  since  been  considered  that  12  years, 
which  was  the   present  period,  was  the 
proper   period    of    limitation.     It    was 
therefore   plain  that  every  time  Parlia- 
ment had  dealt  with  this  period  of  limita- 
tion  it   had  curtailed  it.     But  now  the 
Government    proposed    to    extend    the 
period  in  the  matter  of  evicted  farms  in 
Ireland;  and  if  the  Statute  of  Limitations 
— which  was  the  basis  of  all  property — 
was  to  be  tampered  with  in  Ireland,  what 
guarantee     had     they    that    It     \^ould 
not    be   done   generally  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom  ?    His  object,  therefore, 
was  to  bring  the  Bill  in  this  particular 
into  harmony  with  the  ordinary  law  of 
the  land.     No  doubt  they  would  be  told, 
on   behalf  of  the  Government,  that  the 
date,  Ist  of  May,   1879,  was  the  date 
mentioned   in   the  Land  Act   of   1891. 
But  it  should  be  noticed  that  that  date 
was  only  12  years  back  from  the  time 
the  Act  was  passed  in  1879  ;  and  that,  as 
that    Act  was    voluntary,   the   circum- 
stances of  the  two  measures  were  entirely 
different.     If  the  Act   were   voluntary, 
and  the  landlord  and  tenant  could  agree 
as  to   terms  between  themselves,   there 
was  no  reason  in  the  world   why   they 
should  not  go  back  20  years,  or  50  years 
if  they  liked.     It  might  be  said  that  this 
was  not  a  legal  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
evicted  tenants,  but  that  it  was  an  act  of 
grace  given  them  by  Parliament.     If  it 
were  a  legal  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
tenants,  then  clearly  the  Statute  of  Limita- 
tions ought  not  to  be  done  away  with ; 
but  as  it  was  an  act  of  grace,  was    it 
not  a  monstrous  proceeding  to  give  the 
evicted   tenants  more   than  they   would 
have  if  they  had  a  legal  claim  ?     Then,  if 
they  were  doing  away  with  the  Statute  of 
Limitations  with  regard  to  real  property, 
they  wore  doing  away  with  it  with  re- 
gard to  personalty  as  well.     He  regarded 
the  claim  of  the  landlords  for  arrears  of 
rent   as  personalty,  and   the  Statute  of 
Limitations     prescribed     a     period     of 
six  years    instead   of    12    years   in   the 
case  of  personalty.     But  while  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  case  of  the  tenant  ex- 
tended the  period  from  12  to   15  years, 
in    dealing   with   the   landlord   and    his 
arrears  of  rent,  they  actually  reduced  the 
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period  from  six  years  to  two.  Surely  the 
same  principle  ought  to  be  applied  to 
both  landlords  and  tenants  alike.  This 
was  only  one  of  the  many  injustices  to 
the  landlords  which  the  Bill  contained, 
but  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  one  of  the 
most  glaring ;  and,  with  a  view  to 
remedying  It,  he  would  certainly  press 
his  Amendment  to  a  Division. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  6,^ 
to  leave  out  the  words  ^^  the  first  day  of 
May  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,"  in  order  to  insert  the  words 
'^  the  thirty-first  day  of  October  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighty-two.'* — 
(Jl/r.  Hanhury.) 

Question  proposed,  ♦*  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Sir  R.  T.  BEID  said,  the  hon- 
Member  had  framed  his  argument  on  a 
fanciful  analogy — an  analogy  which  did 
not  exist  in  form,  and  did  not  at  all  exist 
in  substance.  The  Statute  of  Limitations 
said  to  a  man — "  You  have  been  so 
sluggish  in  exercising  your  right ;  the 
Courts  have  been  open  to  you  so  many 
years ;  and  as  you  have  not  availed  of 
them,  it  is  time  to  prevent  you  from 
making  up  an  old  story  by  closing  their 
doors."  But  the  ground  on  which  the 
Bill  was  based  was  that  the  evicted 
tenants  could  not  get  into  the  Courts.  He 
thought  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  see 
that  there  was  a  distinction.  The  hon. 
Member  did  not  appear  to  be  satisfied 
with  that,  but  it  really  turned  upside 
down  the  *  argument  on  which  he  had 
founded  his  Amendment.  The  date,  the 
1st  of  May,  1879,  was  taken  from  the 
13th  section  of  the  Act  of  1891.  The 
Government  believed  it  was  a  satisfactory 
date,  for  it  was  the  commencement  of  the 
disturbed  period,  within  which '  matters 
had  taken  place  in  Ireland  which  it  was 
their  policy  to  put  an  end  to  reasonably 
and  fairly,  if  they  could  do  so.  They 
could  not,  therefore,  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CARSON  said,  the  argument  of 
the  Solicitor  General,  if  briefly  examined, 
would  show  a  most  curious  state  of 
affairs  under  the  Bill.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  contended  that  the 
Statute  of  Limitations  said  to  a  man — 
"  You  have  been  so  sluggish  in  the 
assertion  of  your  rights  that  we  will  not 
allow  you  to  assert  them  after  12  years." 
In  other  words,  if  the  tenants  had  rights 
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aud  did  not  assert  them,  they  would  be 
barred  in  12  years  ;  but  because  the 
tenants  had  no  rights,  the  Bill  said  they 
would  not  be  barred  until  after  the  lapse 
of  15  years.  A  more  extraordinary  argu- 
ment to  put  before  an  assembly  which 
was  supposed  to  have  some  remnant  of 
understanding  left,  even  in  the  middle  of 
July — and  after  a  long  and  arduous 
Session-^he  had  never  heard.  Bat  it 
did  not  end  there.  The  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral had  said  that  even  if  a  trespasser — a 
man  with  no  rights — got  into  a  holding 
12  years  ago  the  evicted  tenant  under 
the  Bill  would  not  be  able  to  put  him 
out ;  but  because  the  person  in  possession 
happened  to  be  the  landlord  who  owned 
the  pkce,  and  got  into  possession  14  years 
ago,  the  evicted  tenant  could  put  him 
out  under  the  Bill.  The  proposal  was 
to  go  back  to  1879.  The  present  Go- 
vernment were  in  Office  from  1880  down 
to  1885 — that  was  in  the  time  when 
those,  evictions  were  fresh — and  why  did 
they  not  bring  in  a  Bill  to  suggest  even 
that  the  evicted  tenants  ought  to  be 
restored  to  their  holdings  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  said  in  1886  that  it  was  about 
time  that  there  was  a  Bill  to  prevent  the 
tenants  from  robbing  the  landlords  of  their 
land. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  never  said  any- 
thing about  bringing  in  a  Bill.  I  said 
it  was  a  proper  object  of  policy. 

Mr.  CABSON  said,  he  did  not  know 
how  the  proper  object  of  policy  could  be 
carried  out  except  by  a  Bill,  for  cer- 
tainly there  was  no  law  to  prevent  the 
confiscation  at  the  present  moment. 
The  words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
were — 

"  The  late  Government,  to  their  credit,  had 
passed  an  Act  to  prevent  the  landlords  from 
confiscating  the  property  of  the  tenants.  He 
did  not  think  they  would  be  able  to  deal  satis- 
factorily with  Ireland  until  they  had  passed 
some  l^slation  to  prevent  the  tenants  from 
confiscating  the  property  of  the  landlords." 

And  the  method  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman now  proposed  for  preventing  the 
tenants  from  confiscating  the  property  of 
the  landlords  was  to  throw  aside  the 
Statute  of  Limitations  and  say,  14  years 
after  the  tenants  had  lost  all  legal  claim 
to  bo  restored  to  their  holdings,  that  the 
landlord  is  to  be  turned  out  of  his  own 
property  aud  the  tenant  is  to  be  put 
back.  The  Solicitor  General  had  said 
that  the  Statute  of  Limitations  was  in- 
tended to  penalise  the  sluggishness  of 
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creditors  in  asserting  their  claims.  Bat 
if  there  was  sluggishness  in  this  instance 
where  did  it  lie  ?  It  lay  amongst  the 
right  hoD.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
and  his  colleagues,  who  had  sat  for  years 
on  the  Treasury  Bench  whilst  these 
evictions  were  going  on,  and  never 
thought  of  introducing  such  a  Bill  as  this 
until  they  became  dependent  upon  the 
support  of  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway,  which  showed  that  the  policy 
of  the  Government  was  not  due  to  the 
pressure  of  agrarian  distress  in  Ireland, 
but  was  due  to  mere  political  and  Party 
considerations.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Solicitor  General  was 
perfectly  well  aware — astute  lawyer  that 
he  was — that  in  replying  to  the  Amend- 
ment he  was  putting  forward  a  most 
preposterous  argument  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  Statute  of  Limitations ;  and  he 
therefore  fell  back  on  the  old  argument 
that  the  date  was  taken  from  the  13th 
section  of  the  Act  of  1891.  But  he 
asked  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
did  he  really  think  there  was  any  analogy 
in  saying, as  the  13th  section  of  the  Act 
of  1891  said  to  the  landlord  who  had 
evicted  a  tenant  14  years  ago,  "  You  may 
if  you  like  put  the  tenant  back  in  pos- 
session again  *' ;  and  saying,  as  the  Bill 
said,  "  Whether  you  like  it  or  not,  you 
must  restore  the  evicted  tenant  to  his  old 
position  as  tenant  ?  *^  The  arguments 
that  had  been  put  forward  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  were  merely  intended 
to  make  a  show  of  replying  to  the 
Amendment,  for  they  did  not  give  any 
sound  reason  whatever  why  the  Amend- 
ment should  not  be  accepted. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  (Leeds, 
Central)  said,  the  absurdity  to  which  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
Dublin  University  had  reduced  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Solicitor  General  was  so 
complete  that  he  noticed  that  not  even 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  himself 
could  refrain  from  a  kindly  langh  at  his 
own  discomfiture.  But  the  argument  of 
the  Solicitor  General  was  open  to  another 
answer.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man had  treated  the  Statute  of  Limitations 
as  if  it  were  a  penalty  against  the  slug- 
gishness of  persons  who  might  have 
made  a  claim,  but  did  not  do  so.  He 
held  that  the  Statute  of  Limitations  was 
not  intended  in  any  way  to  be  penal,  but 
was  intended  to  preserve  the  stability  of 
property.  It  was  not  desirable  that 
events  which  occurred  so  many  years  ago 
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M  the  starting-point  for  the  present  Bill. 
That  would  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  about 
the  Statute  of  Limitations.  With  regard 
to  the  statement  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Louth  that  he  had  assailed 
the  Land  Commissioners,  he  admitted  that 
he  hJEid  held  strong  feelings  with  regard 
to  the  Land  Commissioners,  or  rather  with 
regard  to  the  Sab-Commissioners ;  and  all 
he  had  heard  of  the  proceedings  of  th« 
various  Sub-Commissioners,  and  their  di- 
vergence of  opinion,  justified  him  in  saying 
— if  he  did  say  it — ^that  some  of  them 
were  ignorant  of  law  and  facts  ;  but  he 
did  not  believe  he  described  th^m  as  ^*a 
low  body/*  He  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  using  that  style  of  argument;  and, 
indeed,  the  language  was  more  like  the 
language  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Loath  than  of  any  other  Member 
in  the  House. 

•Mb.  T.  W,  RUSSELL  (Tyrone^  S-) 
said,  he  thought  the  legal  argument  was 
eutirely  with  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Preston.  But  he  would  point 
out  that  the  date  of  1879  was  fixed 
upon  in  the  13th  section  of  the  Act  of 
1891,  because  that  was  the  period  at 
which  the  agricultural  depression  com- 
menced to  be  felt  in  Ireland.  That  date 
was  adopted  without  protest  by  the 
House,  and  he  saw  no  reason  for  de- 
parting from  it  now.  Indeed,  if  they 
were  to  deal  with  evictions  in  this  way 
at  all,  he  thought  the  tenants  who  were 
evicted  because  the  House  of  Lords 
rejected  the  Compensation  for  Dis- 
turbance Bill  had  a  greater  claim  on  the 
House  than  those  who  had  been  put 
out  since  1866 ;  and,  therefore,  if  there 
was  a  Division  on  the  Amendment,  he 
should  support  the  Government. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said,  that  for 
the  second  time  in  the  course  of  these 
Debates  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Louth  had  contested  his  interpretation 
of  the  Arrears  Act  of  1882.  He  denied 
that  the  Arrears  Act  was  compulsory  at 
all  in  the  sense  that  this  Bill  was  eom- 
palsory.  Under  the  Arrears  Act  a  tenant 
who  had  no  right  of  redemption  in  his 
holding  could  only  get  back  to  his  hold- 
ing with  the  consent  of  the  landlord ;  but 
during  the  six  months  in  which  a  tenant 
had  the  right  of  redemption  or  any 
prolongation  of  the  time  by  the 
Court,  he  could  get  back  compulsorily. 
He  was,  therefore,  curious  to  know 
whether  the  efaallenge  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  fftTgk^JyKJSl^lt^Opposi. 

3  £  2  ^ 


as  those  mentioned  in  the  clause  should 
be  revived  for  the  purpose  of  transferring 
property  from  one  person  to  another. 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  that  if  it 
was  a  very  lame  argument  to  say,  in 
defence  of  the  clause,  that  the  Ist  of 
May,  1879,  was  the  date  fixed  in  the 
Land  Act  of  1891,  he  would  like  to  know 
what  about  the  Arrears  Act  of  1882, 
under  which  a  tenant  evicted  might 
apply  for  reinstatement  and  insist  upon 
it  compulsorily  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  No,  no. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  was  glad 
to  have  that  denial  from  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  for  it  enabled  him  to  put 
a  question  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
The  clause  in  the  Arrears  Act  was  either 
compulsory  or  non-compulsory.  If  it 
were  non-compulsory,  he  asked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  he  now  consent 
to  its  re-enactment,  with  necessary  modi- 
fications in  matters  of  detail,  in  this 
Bill  ?  He  remembered  that  the  Land 
Commission,  who  had  to  administer  the 
Arrears  Act,  were  called  **  confiscators  ** 
at  the  time ;  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Guildford  said  they  knew  neither  law 
nor  facts,  and  were  ^  a  low  body.*^  He, 
therefore,  took  it  that  not  much  import- 
ance was  to  be  attached  to  the  attacks 
which  the  Opposition  were  indulging  in 
now  against  the  members  of  the  present 
tribunal. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  (Surrey,  Guildford) 
said,  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Louth  had  mixed  up  two  irrelevant 
matters 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  always  do. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  taken  the  Arrears 
Act  of  1882,  which  was  a  compulsory 
Act,  bat  did  not  extend  back  15  years, 
and  had  mixed  it  up  with  the  Voluntary 
Act  of  1892,  which  only  extended  back 
12  years.  He  ventured  to  submit  that 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  a  tendency  against  the 
proposal  they  were  now  asked  to  adopt 
— ^namely,  to  go  back  15  years  and  re- 
instate all  the  tenants  evicted  since  then, 
and  do  it  compulsorily.  The  proposal  to 
go  back  15  years  was  really  the  most 
ridiculous  part  of  the  Bill.  It  was  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  turn  out  men  who 
had  been  15  years  in  possession  of  their 
holdings,  and  it  would  be  more  in 
accordance  with  the  legislation  that  had 
taken  place  if  the  Arrears  Act,  which 
reinstated  tenants  compulsorily,  was  taken 
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tiou  to  agree  to  the  ineertioD  in  this  Bill 
of  the  reiDBtatemeat  clause  of  the  Arrears 
Aot  was  a  cbaDce  expression  or  deliberate 
policy  on  the  part  of  himself  and  his 
friends? 
*Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  had 
as^ed  the  question  of  the  Opposition 
entirely  on  his  own  initiative.  For  his 
part)  he  considered  the  insertion  in  the 
Bill  of  this  particular  clause  from  the 
Arrears  Act  with  the  necessary  modi- 
fications .  would  be  extremely  valu- 
able, as  the  recognition  of  the  com- 
pulsory principle  would  mark  a  con- 
siderable difference  in  the  attitude  of  the 
Opposition  towards  the  Bill.  With 
regard  to  the  challenge  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Guildford  as  to  his  use  of  the 
phrase  ^Mow  class"  as  applied  to  the 
Land  Commissioners,  Hansard  of  July 
17th,  1882,  recorded  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  a  majority  of  the  Sub-Commis- 
sioners neither  knew  law  nor  had  regard  for 
facts.    He  added-t— 

"  It  wag  said  that  they  had  already  got  down 
to  a  low  class  of  persons,  and  it  was  undesir- 
able tQ  go  lower  down.  If  it  was  il6t  possible 
to  find  persons  in  Ireland  to  carry  out  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  Bill  they  ought  to  send  over 
Bnglisbmen  to  do  the  work." 

Sir  R.'  temple  (Surrey,  Kingston) 
said,  the  Solicitor  General  had  told  the 
Committee  tJiat  the  principle,  if  not  the 
sole  object  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations, 
was  to  penalise  those  who  bad  neglected 
to  bring  forward  their  claims  in  time. 
That  was  the  principle,  so  far  as  it  went, 
but  it  was  not  the  object  of  the  Statute 
of  Limitations.  Its  main  principle  and 
object  was  to  secure  the  safety  of  pro- 
perty;  and  it  was  properly  and  justly 
applicable  to  the  present  case. 
*SiB  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  said, 
the  clause,  in  going  back  to  the  remote 
period  of  1879,  would  work  great  in- 
justice. It  would  weaken  the  tenure  in 
their  property  of  the  tnost  deserving 
persons  in  Ireland  through  no  fault  of 
their  own.  Sometimes  the  landlords 
would  be  injured  and  sometimes  thi^ 
tenants  would  be  iujured,  whether  they 
were  to  blame  or  not ;  and  therefore  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  take 
such  opportunities  as  might  present 
themselves  to  limit  the  time  of  the 
operation  of  the  clause. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  137  ; 
Noes  72.— (Division  List,  No.  199.) 
Mr.  A,  J.  Balfour       \^ 


Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and 
40  Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  barton  said,  he  desired  to 
move  an  Amendment  standing  in  the 
name  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Dublin  University, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  limit  the 
operation  of  the  Bill  to  evictions 
that  had  taken  place  before  the  Act 
of  1887.  This  was  in  some  respects 
a  most  important  Amendment.  He  would 
put  it  to  the  Government — and  espe- 
cially to  the  Solicitor  General — was  there 
to  be  any  finality  on  this  question  ?  If 
all  tenants  evicted  up  to  the  date  of  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  were  to  be  reinstated, 
there  could  be.  no  reason  why  tenants 
evicted  after  the  passing  of  the  Bill 
should  not  be  reinstated  also.  Suppose 
the  Bill  passed  by  the  1st  November — a 
sanguine  estimate— could  anyone  suggest 
a  reason  why  a  man  evicted  after  that 
date  should  not  be  reinstated  ?  The 
scheme  of  the  Bill  was  that  anyone 
evicted  up  to  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  at 
whatever  date  it  passed,  should  be 
eligible  for  reinstatement.  After  that 
date  there  was  to  be  no  reinstatement 
unless  by  new  legislation.  That  was 
most  unjust  and  impolitic,  because  it 
must  inevitably  mean  that,  triennially  or 
quinquennially  or  decimally,  they  would 
have  tphaveareinstatemQiut  Bill,  becajise 
those  tenants  evicted  after  the  passing  of 
th^  Bill  would  have  as  good  a  claim  for 
reinstatement  as  those  evicted  before. 
The  Solicitor  General,  would,  not  say  the 
present  Government  was  not  a  just  one. 
He  would  not  argne  that  since  they  had 
come  into  Office  they  had  allowed  harsh 
evictions  to  take  place,  but  that  they 
were  not  likely  to  occur  in  future. 
Therefore,  they  should  find  a  terminus 
— a  point  at  which  reinstatement  should 
cease.  In  the  Amendment  the  period  of 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1887  had  been 
chosen.  He  submitted  to  the  Committee, 
and  hoped  to  convince  the  Solicitor 
General,  that  the  tenant  who  had  been 
evicted  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of 
1887  had  no  right  to  reinstatement  under 
the  Bill.  The  Act  of  1887  met  a  grievance 
that  many  tenants  complained  of — 
namely,  that  the  rents  fixed  in  1882  and 
1883  and  1884  were  too  high,  by  order- 
ing a  complete  readjustment  of  rents. 
That  was  not  the  only  benefit  conferi^ 
by  that  Act.    Under  it  every  tenant  who 
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was  in  posaessioQ  at  the  time  of  the 
paBBiDg  of  the  Act  ooald  obtain  a  stay  of 
execution  to  prevent  an  ejectment,  and 
was  allowed  to  pay  up  his  arrears  by 
instalments.  And  that  Act  remedied 
another  grievance.  Hon.  Grentlemen 
below  the  Grangway  said  that  lease- 
holders were  excluded  prior  to  that  from 
the  benefit  of  the  land  legislation.  In 
the  Act  of  1887,  therefore,  they  were 
inclnded.  Therefore,  he  pnt  it  to  the 
Solicitor  General  whether  the  Bill  did 
not  meet  every  grievance  which  had  been 
suggested  during  the  Debate  ?  It  would 
be  most  interesting  if  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  would  tell  the  Com- 
mittee the  grievances  that  had  been 
suffered  since  the  passing  of  that  Act, 
Was  the  Chief  Secretary  going  to  at- 
tempt to  carry  on  that  just  administration 
which  he  had  hitherto  advocated  ?  Was 
he  going  to  reinstate  the  men  who  had 
been  evicted  since  he  came  into  Office  ? 
If  so,  why  ?  He  well  knew  that  these 
men  had  no  grievance  ;  therefore,  let  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  accept  the  Amend- 
ment and  exclude  from  the  benefits  of 
the  Bill  tenants  evicted  under  the  Act  of 
1887. 


Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
7,  after  the  words  "  seventy-nine,"  to  in- 
sert the  words  *'  and  before  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  May  .one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,"  —  {Mr, 
Barton^ 

Question  proposed,  '<  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  DILLON  said,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  had  made  an  appeal  to 
the  Nationalist  Members,  and  to  that 
appeal  he  proposed  to  give  an  answer. 
He  was  asked  on  what  ground  it  was 
claimed  that  tenants  evicted  under  th^ 
Act  of  1887  should  have  a  right  to  re- 
instatement. The  h'on.  and  learned 
Member  was  not  in  the  House  when  the 
Act  of  1887  was  passed,  but  be  had  had 
an  opportunity  of  reading  the  Debates 
upon  it.  Did  he  forget  t^at  the  Act  was 
avowedly  Introduced  by  the  Government 
of  the  day  for  preventing  evictions  in 
Ireland  ;  did  he  forget  that  the  machinery 
which  for  the  first  time  appeared  in  an 
Act  of  that  kind — machinery  known  as 
the  bankruptt^y  clauses — was  inserted  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  a  number  of 
harsh  evictions  which  were  pending  at 
that  time  ?  And  was  he  aware  that 
those  bankruptcy    clauses  were    struck  I 


out  largely  owing  to  the  protests  of 
Liberal  Unionist  Members  who  met  at 
Devonshire  House  ?  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
>ham,  who  was  responsible  for  that 

Mr.  a.  CHAMBERLAIN  (Woroes- 
tershire,  E.) :  You  stopped  the  whole 
arrangement. 

Mr.   DILLON  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  at  college  in  those  days.     What 
happened  ?     A  meetiog  was  held  of  the 
Liberal   Unionist  Party   at    Devonshire 
House,   and    thereat   a    strong    protest 
was  drawn   up  against   the  bankruptcy 
clauses.    It  was  perfectly  true  that  they 
were  objected  to  by  nearly  every  Member 
for  Ireland,  but  they  were  also  objected 
to  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  and  by 
the  hon.  Member*s  father,  and  the  Liberal 
Unionists  drew  up  a  rival  programme  of 
their  own.     The  result  was,  that  after  a 
long  Debate  in  the  House  the  whole  of 
that  machinery  was  dropped  out  of  the 
Bill,  and  nothing  was  substituted  to  pre- 
vent   harsh    evictions.      No  one   who 
took  part  in  or  had  studied  those  Debates 
could     doubt     that     the     Tory     and 
Liberal  Unionist  Government  of  the  day 
were  well  aware  that    those    evictions 
were    likely    to    take    place,    and    the 
duty  was  imposed  upon  it  to  prevent 
them ;  but  instead  of  fulfilling  that  duty 
they  allowed  the  opportunity  to  x^^s, 
and  nothing  was  done.     The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Armagh  asked  on    what 
ground  the  Irish  Members  held  that  men 
were  unjustly  evicted  since  the  Act  of 
1887  was  passed.     The  Irish  Members 
showed  at  the  time  that  that  Act  was 
passed  that  there  was  a  large  number  of 
meu  in  Ireland  who  owed  arrears  of  rent, 
and  the  fact  of  their  having  been  pro- 
ceeded against  for  excessive  rents  proved 
that  they  were  in  danger  of  harsh  and 
unjust  eviction.     The  evictions  had  be^n 
carried  out,  and  Members  of  the  Irish 
Party,  speaking  in  that  House,  had  re- 
peatedly told  Members  that  thdse  difficul- 
ties would  arise  and  that  they   would 
have  to  be  dealt  with.      Those   evic- 
tions   had   been    going   on   ever   sinee. 
Did  the   hon.  Member  know  how  slow 
these  Land  Acts  were  to  bring  relief  to 
the  tenants  ?     Did  he  not  know  at  the 
time  the  Act  was  passed   there  were 
many  leaseholders  who  were  in  arrear  ? 
What  provision  was  made  to  bring  relief 
to  those  men  ?     What  about  the  men 
whose  rents  would  have  been  reduced  or 
were  reduced  ra'^'S^ilfl*'^  cases  by  40  per 
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cent.,  and  who  were  afterwards  evicted 
for  non-payment  of  rent  ?  What  about 
the  number  of  cases  of  persons  proceeded 
against  and  decreed  for  arrears  before  the 
Act  passed  ?  They  all  knew  tiiese  men 
were  unable  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  this 
Act.  The  primd  facie  case  for  a  rein- 
statement in  the  case  of  all  those  tenants 
wOnld  be  this  :  that  owing  to  delays  in 
legislation  in  that  House,  owing  to  the 
want  of  proper  provisions  in  these  various 
Acts,  including  the  Acts  of  1881  and 
1887,  to  secure  that  all  tenants  would 
have  the  power  of  availing  themselves  of 
the  benefit  of  those  Acts  a  large  number 
of  men  had  been  unjustly,  harshly,  and 
cruelly  debarred  from  the  benefits  which 
the  great  body  of  tenants  had  obtained. 
The  claim  of  the  Irish  Members  was  an 
equitable  claim,  that  these  men  were  en- 
titled to  be  put  in  the  same  position  as 
the  general  body  of  the  Irish  tenants. 
They  claimed,  further,  that  these  tenants 
had  been  robbed  of  a  large  property  ; 
that  it  should  be  restored  to  them  as  they 
were  equitably  entitled  to  it,  and  as  it 
had  been  taken  from  them  owing  to  a 
defect  in  the  law. 

Sib  E.  ASHMEAD-BABTLETT 
said,  the  hon.  Member  had  spoken  of 
'*  robbery,"  but  he  himself  was  mainly 
responsible  for  the  sufiTerings  of  the 
tenants  who  had  been  evicted  since  1887. 
He  himself  was  the  principal  author  of 
what  was  known  as  the  Plan  of  Campaign. 
The  House  was  perfectly  well  aware 
that  very  large  sums  of  money  were  paid 
by  the  tenants  evicted  under  it  into 
what  was  called  the  War  Chest,  for 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo  and 
his  friends  were  responsible.  No  account 
had  ever  been  rendered  of  the  expenditure 
of  that  money,  and  he  thought  they  were 
entitled  to  ask  for  an  account  before 
thej  allowed  the  tenants  who  were 
evicted  under  the  Plan  to  share  the 
benefits  of  this  Act. 

ViscountCRANBORNE  invited  the 
Government  to  reply  to  the  observa- 
tions of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Armagh,  and  not  to  trust  to  the  defence 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo,  who 
had  given  a  history  of  Irish  land  legis- 
lation which  must  have  amazed  all  who 
listened  to  it.  As  he  ventured  to  say  on 
the  previous  evening,  in  his  opinion  the 
Act  of  1887  went  a  great  deal  too  far, 
and  be  was  quite  at  a  loss  to  see  where 
the  hardships  complained  of  came  in. 
The  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo,  w|ien 

Mr,  Dillon 


he  made  his  speech,  must  have  thouKht 
he  was  talking  to  Members  who  entered 
Parliament  for  the  first  time  at  the  last 
General  Election.  It  was  all  very  well 
to  say  that  the  bankruptcy  clauses  were 
withdrawn  at  the  dictation  of  the 
Liberal  Unionist  Party,  but  he  and  his 
friends  never  suggested  anything  in  their 
place.  One  of  the  chief  objects  for 
which  that  Act  was  passed  was  in  order 
that  the  rents  fixed  under  the  Land  Act 
of  1881  might  be  reduced,  as  many 
people  considered  they  were  too  high, 
having  regard  to  the  depressed  condition 
of  agriculture.  Since  that  date,  at  any 
rate,  no  rents  had  been  fixed  by  any  Act 
of  Parh'ament,  and,  therefore,  every 
tenant  evicted  since  that  date  had  been 
evicted  solely  because  he  could  not  or 
would  not  pay  a  fair  rent.  He  ventured 
to  say  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
these  tenants  were  not  entitled  to  receive 
any  benefit  under  this  Bill.  He  would 
make  an  appeal  to  the  Government. 
They  had  left  the  defence  of  their  policy 
in  the  hands  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo,  who  had  given  them  a  per- 
fectly erroneous  history  of  the  land 
legifflation  of  the  last  few  years.  Surely 
it  was  only  reasonable  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  have  from  some  Member  of 
the  Government  some  more  reasonable 
explanation. 

Mr.  a.  chamberlain  said,  he 
did  not  think  that  the  Committee  had 
got  at  the  truth  about  the  bankruptcy 
clauses.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  had  given  them  a  mere  fanciful 
sketch  of  the  subject,  and  had  attacked 
him  personally  for  his  inexperience  and 
youthfulness.  That  he  did  not  mind, 
but  he  did  think  he  had  a  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  attack  made  on  the  conduct 
of  his  father  in  the  last  Parliament. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  made  no  attack  on 
the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham ;  I 
merely  said  he  was  present  at  the  meet- 
ing at  Devonshire  House  which  protested 
against  the  bankruptcy  cUusea. 

Mr,  a.  chamberlain  said,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  the  hon. 
Member  said  the  Liberal  Unionists  had 
secured  the  rejection  of  these  clauses. 
He  challenged  the  hon.  Member  to  deny 
that  the  whole  of  the  Irish  Members 
took  the  same  view.  Although  he  might 
plead  guilty  to  youthfulness  aud  inex- 
perience, he  would  point  out  that  some 
Members  <reVD§liJbyX!^»m^r^'»« 
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wiser.  Although  he  was  not  present  at 
the  Debates  in  the  House  he  had  read 
the  Beports  of  them,  and  he  thought  he 
could  supply  the  defects  in  the  hon. 
Member's  history.  The  bankruptcy 
clauses  were  in  the  Bill  as  originally  in- 
troduced ;  exception  was  taken  to  them 
by  almost  all  the  Irish  Members,  and 
they  were  dropped  in  deference  to  the 
generally  expressed  wish  of  the  House. 
Then  came  a  very  interesting  chapter  in 
the  history  which  seemed  to  have  escaped 
the  memory  of  the  hon.  Member.  After 
the  clauses  had  been  withdrawn  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham  made 
a  suggestion  that  it  would  be  desirable 
that  the  insolvent  tenant  should  have  the 
opportunity  of  having  all  his  debts — 
even  those  due  to  his  tradesmen  and  to 
the  gombeen  man — dealt  with  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  arrears  of  rent.  This 
view  was  approved  by  the  present  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  the  then 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  ;  the  present 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  expressed  his 
willingness  to  accept  it,  if  the  Irish 
Members  would  approve.  But  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  would  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it.  If, 
therefore,  any  blame  attached  to  anyone 
because  this  question  was  not  dealt  with 
as  far  back  as  1887,  it  was  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo,  who  now  took 
advantage  of  the  difficulties  he  had  him- 
self caused  to  make  a  further  demand  on 
the  generosity  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Sib  R.  T«  REID  said,  anyone  who 
had  heard  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Rochester  would  conclude 
that  tenants  existed  on  this  earth  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  making  rent  for  their 
landlords.  If  so,  why  were  the  three 
Acts  of  1881,  1887,  and  1891  passed, 
the  express  object  of  which  was  to  re- 
lieve the  tenant  ?  If  it  was  fair  to 
blame  the  Conservative  Party  for  passing 
the  Acts  of  1887  and  1891,  possibly  it 
would  be  equally  fair  to  blame  the  pre- 
sent Government  for  having  passed  the 
Act  of  1892.  The  noble  Lord  seemed 
to  think  that  these  tenants  evicted  after 
1887  were  solely  to  blame  for  their  pre- 
sent unfortunate  condition.  He  thought, 
however,  the  blame  was  to  be  found 
elsewhere,  for  up  to  the  year  1891  mauv 
of  tliem  were  in  such  It  position  that  no 
one  could  well  go  to  their  assistaqce  and 
relief. 


Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  (Leeds, 
Central)  congratulated  the  Government 
on  having  attempted  at  last  to  give  some 
satisfactory  reply  to  the  arguments  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend.  The 
Solicitor  General  had  commented  on  the 
remark  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Rochester,  and  had  suggested  that  he  had 
spoken  of  the  tenant  as  merely  a  rent- 
paying  machine.  He  could  tell  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  there  was  not  a 
more  humane  man  in  this  House. 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  :  If  I  said  anything 
personally  offensive,  I  withdraw  it.  It 
was  far  from  my  intention. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said,  he 
readily  accepted  that  explanation.  As 
had  been  pointed  out  for  the  last  14 
years.  Acts  of  Parliament  had  been 
passed  in  order  to  assist  the  Irish  tenant 
in  these  times  of  agricultural  depression. 
But  that  depression  had  equally  affected 
England  and  Scotland.  In  those  coun- 
tries, however,  it  had  been  met  by  means 
of  voluntary  arrangements  between  land- 
lords and  tenants,  and  it  might  have  been 
the  same  in  Ireland  had  it  not  been  for 
compulsory  legislation.  What  chance 
was  there  under  the  present  Bill  of  end- 
ing the  difficulties  of  the  question? 
After  the  Act  of  1887  no  such  Bill  as 
the  present  one  should  ever  have  been 
brought  forward,  for  the  Irish  tenants 
had  no  legitimate  grievances  that  called 
for  State  intervention.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo  had,  indeed,  men- 
tioned two— one  of  which,  he  suggested, 
would  have  been  provided  against  had 
not  the  bankruptcy  clauses  in  the  Bill  of 
1881  been  rejected. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  What  I  said  was  that 
in  1887  the  Government  recognised  that 
there  was  a  grievance  for  which  a  remedy 
was  required.  They  only  provided  a 
bad  remedy,  and  when  that  was  with- 
drawn they  produced  no  other. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  And  the 
hon.  Member  also  proposed  no  other  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  did  certainly. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  venture 
to  say  that  this  is  an  imaginary  grievance. 

Mr.  DILLON  explained  that  the 
difficulties  he  had  alluded  to  would  not 
have  been  removed  even  if  the  bank- 
ruptcy clauses  had  been  adopted.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  he  was  never  in  favour  of 
those  clauses  ;  but  he  thought  they  were 
fully  entitled  to  assume  that,  as  the  then 
Government  considered  those  grievances 
sufficiently  serious^iPi J]j^i;^^gft  to 


1187  Evicted  Tenants         {COMMONS}  (Ireland)  ArhUratwn  BUI.  1188 


require  them  to  introduoe  the  bankruptcy 
clauses  into  the  Bill,  and  those  clauses 
were  not  adopted,  then  the  Government 
ought  to  have  provided  some  other 
means  of  meeting  the  hardship  that 
thej  bj  their  conduct  allowed  existed. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  (Leeds, 
Central)  said,  that  the  Act  of  1887  pro- 
vided for  any  legitimate  grievance  of  the 
tenant  on  the  score  of  execution  brought 
against  him  in  respect  of  anj  debt. 
Was  it  to  be  maintained  also  that  tenants 
who  were  evicted  in  1887  were  to  be 
brought  within  the  scope  of  the  Bill 
because  it  gave  relief  to  leaseholders 
under  £50  a  year  ?  He  could  not 
imagine  that  it  was  the  serious  intention 
of  the  Gi>vernment  to  put  forward  such 
a  contention  as  that.  This  was  a  serious 
and  important  question,  and  unless  the 
Government  could  show  that  this  Bill  was 
likely  to  be  final,  he  thought  the  strongest 
possible  argument  was  afforded  in  favour 
of  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  that  with 
regard  to  the  bankruptcy  clauses  of 
the  Act  of  1887,  they  never  could  have 
been  accepted,  because  they  proposed  to 
put  the  ordinary  creditor  on  fundamen- 
tally the  same  terms  as  the  landlord. 
The  case,  of  course,  was  that  the  or- 
dinary creditor  had  sold  his  goods  at 
market  value  and  was  paid  for  them,  and 
was  entitled  to  be  paid  for  them.  That 
was  not  the  case  of  the  landlord,  and  it 
would  have  been  scandalously  unjust  to 
compel  an  ordinary  creditor  who  had  sold 
his  goods  to  take  the  same  dividend  as 
a  landlord  would  have  to  take  by  reason 
of  the  decreased  value  of  the  land.  He 
saw  in  that  House  English  landlords  who 
had  for  years  past  been  giving  reductions 
to  their  tenants  amounting  to  40  per 
cent,  without  any  pressure,  and  without 
any  inducement  beyond  their  own  sense 
of  justice.  If  they  had  resisted  the 
claims  of  justice,  and  if  it  had  been 
necessary  to  take  steps  for  the  relief  of 
English  tenants,  would  anybody  in  that 
House  suggest  that  Englishmen,  in 
order  to  obtain  abatements,  would 
have  to  declare  themselves  bankrupts  ? 
If  anyone  had  made  such  a  proposition 
in  regard  to  Englishmen  public  opinion 
would  have  scouted  it  out.  He  should 
have  thought  that  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  would 
have  been  more  valuable  if  he  had  had 
some  knowledge  of  the  letter  of  the  law 
And  the  system  of  admiqistration.  Did 
Mr.  Dillon 


the  hon.  Member  know  that  where  Sec- 
tion 30  was  applied  it  became  a  matter  of 
bankruptcy,  and  that  County  Court 
Judges  in  Ireland  were  in  the  habit  of 
getting  the  tenant  to  file  an  affidavit  of 
his  debts  and  assets,  and  to  show  who 
his  creditors  were.  Did  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman think  that  procedure  of  that  kind, 
which  put  the  tenant  to  expense  and 
humiliation,  and  tended  to  utterly  despoil 
and  shatter  his  credit,  was  a  mode  of  ad- 
ministration likely  to  bring  relief.  Could 
he  deny  that  Section  30  did  not  bring  relief 
\o  the  tenant  ?  and  it  had  been  adminis- 
tered in  such  a  way  by  the  County  Court 
Judges  in  Ireland  that  the  tenants  could 
not  take  advantage  of  it.  They  had 
heard  a  good  deal  about  the  beauties  of 
the  Act  of  1887.  The  first  adjustment 
of  rents  under  the  Act  of  1887  lasted  for 
only  three  years.  After  1889  the  tenants 
were  left  in  the  lurch  because  of  the 
increase  of  prices  ;  and  their  condition 
had  been  just  as  bad  since  that  time  as  it 
was  before.  Why  had  nothing  been  said 
about  Section  7  ?  Why  had  not  the  hon. 
Gentleman  said  anything  about  the  clause 
introduced  by  his  distinguished  brother  ? 
Until  the  Act  of  1887  was  passed  a  tenant 
could  not  be  evicted  from  his  holding 
except  by  physical  force.  A  tenant  so 
evicted  knew  exactly  the  position  in 
which  he  was  placed — that  he  had  six 
months  in  which  to  redeem,  and 
that  if  he  did  not  do  so  then 
his  tenancy  had  determined ;  but 
by  the  Act  of  1887  a  policy  of  stealth 
and  surprise  was  substituted.-  He  lost 
his  tenancy  merely  through  the  service 
of  a  registered  letter,  and  up  to  this 
very  hour  there  were  tenants  in  Ireland 
who  did  not  fully  appreciate  the  legal 
effect  of  the  service  of  a  registered  letter. 
The  tradition  of  centuries  was  in  their 
blood,  and  they  still  thought  that  unless 
the  Sheriff  came  and  put  them  out  they 
had  every  right  in  their  homes.  The 
most  painful  function  that  could  fall 
upon  a  Judge  of  the  Rent  Courts  was  to 
endeavour  to  make  the  peasants  of  the 
West  of  Ireland  understand,  when  they 
came  into  Court  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed, 
that  by  reason  of  the  service  of  the 
registered  letter  under  the  Act  of  1887 
they  had  long  ago  ceased  to  be  tenants. 
There  were  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
tenants  in  Ireland  who  had  lost  their 
tenancies  since  1887  by  reason  of  this 
process  of  service  by  registered  letter, 
and  who  had  been  injured  as  seriously  as 
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any    tenants    who    had    been     forcibly 
evicted. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
N.)  said,  he  must  express  his  amazement 
at  hearing  the  hon.  Member  advocate  the 
system  of  eviction  by  Sheriffs.  Never 
in  his  wildest  moments  had  he  antici- 
pated such  a  thing.  It  appeared  that 
this  was  another  injustice  to  Ireland. 
The  Irish  tenant  had  during  long  cen- 
turies acquired  such  an  affection  for 
Sheriffs  and  evictions  that  the  great 
defect  of  the  Act  of  1887  was  that  it  did 
away  with  those  interesting  visitations 
which  were  so  much  missed  and  deplored 
by  the  infatuated  Irish  tenant.  What 
Ireland  wanted  was  finality  in  this 
legislation.  Over  and  over  again  he 
had  heard  statesmen  declare,  as  the 
merit  of  a  particular  scheme  of 
Irish  legislation,  that  it  was  to  be 
a  fioal  one  ;  but  it  would  now  appear 
that  there  was  to  be  a  final  settlement  of 
the  Irish  question  about  every  two  years. 
Last  year  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
East  Cork  said  that  the  man  of  all  others 
who  was  hated  by  the  Irish  peasantry 
was  the  landlord.  He  knew  something 
about  Ireland,  and  he  declared  that  the 
gombeen  man  was  hated  more  than  the 
landlord  ;  and  because  the  bankruptcy 
clauses  would  inflict  an  injury  on  the  shop- 
keeper and  the  gombeen  man  they  were 
rejected  as  an  injury  rather  than  a  benefit. 
Heacknowledged  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
had  put  himself  to  much  trouble  to  gain 
a  personal  knowledge  of  Ireland.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  last  year  undertook 
a  journey  to  the  West  of  Ireland  to  see 
for  himself  what  the  condition  of  affairs 
was.  Accompanied  by  a  County  Inspector 
he  went  on  a  tour  of  inspection.  The 
fir8t  thing  he  saw  was  a  man  working  in 
a  field,  with  some  policemen  sitting  on  a 
bank  with  rifles,  and  on  asking  who  the 
man  was,  he  was  informed  it  was  a 
gentleman  working  on  an  evicted  farm. 
Further  on  he  saw  another  gentleman 
aUo  protected  by  policemen,  and,  on  in- 
quiry, was  told  it  was  a  Mr.  Blood. 
Having  had  an  interview  with  Mr,  Blood, 
the  right  hon,  Grentleman  passed  on,  and 
then  he  met  a  carriage  and  pair,  and 
asked  who  the  occupant  of  the  carriage 
was.  **  Oh,"  was  the  reply,  "  that  is  one 
of  the  evicted  tenants."  This  informa- 
tion had  such  an  effect  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  mind  that  he  immediately 
returned  to  Dublin.  Now,  the  only 
virtue  of  this   Amendment  was  that  it 


I  had  some  flavour  of  finality  about  it.  No- 
\  thing  would  make  the  Bill  a  good  Bill, 
I  but  the  Amendment  would  make  it  a  less 
bad  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  there  was 
only  one  remark  in  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member's  speech  which  bore  in  the  least 
upon  the  subject  they  were  discussing. 
He  admitted  that  he  had  not  studied  the 
Amendment. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  My 
right  hon.  Friend  misunderstood  me. 
What  I  said  was  that  I  thought  if  the 
Amendment  were  accepted  it  would  be  a 
less  bad  one. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  talked  about 
finality,  and  seemed  to  think  that  this 
Bill  was  introduced  to  settle  the  Irish 
question.  He  could  not  conceive  how 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  could  im- 
'puteto  him  so  ridiculous  a  notion  as  that 
the  Bill  was  intended  as  a  settlement  of 
the  Irish  question.  There  was  an  old 
historian  named  Giraldus  Cambrensis, 
who  said  he  thought  the  Irish  question 
would  be  settled  a  short  while  before  the 
Day  of  Judgment.  Personally,  he  did  not 
take  so  despondent  a  view  ;  but  still  he 
did  not  believe  the  Irish  question  would 
be  settled  so  long  as  this  House,  and 
more  especially  this  Parliament,  which 
comprised  another  House  far  more  igno- 
rant and  prejudiced  on  Irish  questions— 
\^Loud Nationalist  cheers^  which  drowned 
the  conclusion  of  the  sentence.']  With 
regard  to  the  particular  Amendment,  if 
the  promoters  of  the  13th  section  of 
the  Act  of  1891  thought  it  desirable  to 
include  in  the  relief  extended  by  that 
section  a  certain  class  of  evicted  tenants, 
why  should  not  the  same  class  of  persons 
be  included  in  the  present  measure  of  relief  ? 
•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said,  he  was 
not  going  to  vote  for  this  Amendment, 
but  he  wished  to  know  where  this  thing 
was  to  end  ?  Did  the  Chief  Secretary 
propose  to  abolish  ejectment  for  non- 
payment of  rent  altogether  ?  That  was 
the  logical  outcome  of  the  matter.  He 
saw  no  reason  why  the  evictions  he  (Mr. 
Russell)  had  described  should  not  be 
taken  into  consideration  as  well  as 
previous  evictions. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  The  hon.  Member 
might  just  as  well  ask  me  how  long  I  am 
going  to  be  Chief  Secretary.  If  he  will 
answer  that  question,  I  will  answer  his. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Fulham)  said,  he  had 
heard  no  speech  re[^v^an|^t^^^pnd. 
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ment.  They  had  beea  trying  to  bring 
the  scope  of  the  Bill  within  itg  title,  and 
they  were  trying  by  the  Amendment  to 
bring  the  Bill  within  the  Report  of  the 
Commission  on  which  this  legislation  was 
founded. 
Mr.  CARSON  rose,  when 

Mr.  Kilbride  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  *'That  the  Question  be 
now  put";  but  the  Chairman  withheld 
his  assent,  and  declined  then  to  pat  that 
Question. 

Debate  resumed. 


Mr.  CARSON  said,  that  ho  had  put 
the  Amendment  on  the  Paper  in  order  to 
test  the  sincerity  of  the  statement  that 
if  the  late  Government  had  brought  in 
the  Act  of  1887  at  the  time  suggested 
by  Mr.  Parnell,  then  the  necessity 
for  this  Bill  would  never  have  arisen. 
Prior  to  the  Act  of  1887  there  were  a 
large  number  of  tenants  who  did  not 
come  under  the  Act  of  1881,  and  there 
was  a  special  grievance  in  relation  to 
those  holdings  which  had  not  been  dealt 
with  by  the  Legislature.  What  did  the 
Act  of  1887  do  ?  [Cries  of  "  Divide  I "] 
He  did  not  think  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  Gangway  would  gain  much  by  crying 
"  Divide."  The  Act  of  1887  not  only 
provided  that  leaseholders  should  come 
in  and  claim  the  benefits  of  the  Act  of 
1881,  but  it  provided  a  most  important 
and  material  clause.  The  ISth  section 
provided  that  where  proceedings  were 
taken  for  the  recovery  of  holdings  for 
non-payment  of  rent  the  Court  had  power, 
if  non-payment  was  not  through  the 
conduct,  act,  or  default  of  the  tenant,  to 
stay  proceedings  or  order  the  arrears  to 
be  paid  by  instalments,  so  that  by  going 
beyond  that  Act  the  Committee  were 
asked  to  enact  that  the  tenant  had  a 
right  to  be  restored  to  his  holding,  even 
where  eviction  had  taken  place  from  his 
own  "  conduct,  act,  or  default."  He  saw 
very  little  use  in  passing  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament to  give  relief  of  this  character, 
and  which  gave  the  fullest  power  for 
granting  relief,  if  immediately  afterwards 
they  were  to  say — as  they  were  trying  to 
say  by  this  Bill — that  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  such  conduct  had  arisen 
through  tho  tenant's  own  conduct,  act,  or 
default,  he  should  be  reinstated  in  his 
holding.  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  had  asked  where  was  this  to 
stop,  and  the  Chief  Secretary  had  said|^ 

Mr,  Fisher  V 


"After  all,  this  is  only  a  temporary 
phase  of  the  Irish  question  ? "  How 
did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  kn9w 
that  it  was  a  temporary  phase  of 
the  Irish  question?  Had  he  read 
a  recent  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo,  in  which  that  hoa. 
Gentleman  had  declared  that  whenever 
the  Tory  Party  again  came  into  Office 
there  would  be  a  worse  land  agitation  in 
Ireland  than  had  ever  been  known  be- 
fore ?  In  the  face  of  that  threat  were 
they  to  be  told  that  this  Bill  was  merely 
to  deal  with  a  temporary  phase  of  the  Irish 
question  ?  All  he  could  say  was  perhaps 
it  would  be  necessary  for  hon.  Members 
opposite,  when  they  regained  power  after 
such  agitation  as  was  predicted,  to  bring 
in  another  Bill  of  the  same  character  as 
the  present.  But,  above  all,  the  argu- 
ments that  had  not  been  answered  in  this 
case  were  made  over  and  over  again  in 
the  Debate — namely,  that  they  were  not 
proposing  any  new  land  legislation  that 
would  in  the  future  prevent  these  evic- 
tions, and  if  it  was  admitted  that  by  not 
so  doing  no  new  land  agitation  and  pro- 
tection for  the  tenants  was  necessary, 
they  would  be  fixing  a  proper  limit  to 
the  measure  by  applying  it  to  cases  prior 
to  the  Act  of  1887. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  rose, 
amidst  cries  of  "  Divide  I  " 

Mr.  Fltnn  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  ''That  the  Question 
be  now  put ;"  but  the  Chairman  with- 
held his  assent,  and  deolined  then  to  put 
that  Question. 

Debate  resumed. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  con- 
stantly observe,  without  being  quite  able 
to  explain,  the  anxiety  of  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  opposite  to  divide 
just  on  the  stroke  of  10  when  the  pairs 
are  due.  Notwithstanding  the  impatience 
of  hon.  Members  there  is  still  a  word  or 
two  to  be  said  upon  this  Amendment 
before  the  Committee  goes  to  a  Division 
upon  it.  I  wish  very  much  to  impress 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  the  difference  between  the  13th 
clause  of  the  Act  of  1881  and  the  pre- 
sent Bill.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  he  is  fully  entitled  to  say  that  that 
clause  dealt  with  all  the  classes  of 
tenants,  even  with  those  whom  we  seek 
to  exclude  from  the  Bill.  But,  then,  he 
will  leave  out  of  sight  the  fact  that  inas- 
much  as  that  .clause  i^  i^JV^Sft^^T  P^r- 
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miBsiFe  no  diffioalty  whatever  could  arise 
in    anj   of    these  extreme  cases.     Oar 
answer,  if  we  had  been  attacked  by  an 
Amendment  similar  to  this  now  prpposed, 
would  have  been  that  no  snoh  case  could 
by  any  possibility  have  arisen,  because 
all  the  persons  interested  in  preventing  it 
would    have    had    the   p<9wer  of   veto. 
The    landlord,   the  sitting  tenant,   and 
everybody  else  had  to  agree  before  any- 
thing whatever  oonld  happen.     But  in 
this  case  it  is  a  totally  different  thii^. 
The  only  persons  who  can  pronounce  a 
veto  on  the  reinstatement  of  the  tenant 
under  the  Bill  are  the  arbitrators  who  will 
be  established  under  the  Bill.     An  hon. 
Member  says,  ''And  the  sitting  tenant." 
We  will  discuss  the  sitting  tenant  here- 
after.    I  do  not  ffant  to  take  up  time 
prematurely  by  discussing  that  important 
matter.     But    I    would  say    that    the 
position  as  to  the  sitting  tenants  or  as  to 
the  heir  having  the  right  of  veto  given 
to  them   is  perfectly  illusory.    It  is  a 
right,  as  I  have  been  told  by  the  organ 
of  a  considerable  Party  in  Ireland,  which 
is  tempered  by  the  blunderbuss*    It  does 
not  seem  to  me  that  there  is  any  value 
in  a  right  which   is  tempered  .  by  tl^e 
blundjorbuss  by  exasperated  competitors. 
Therefore,  there  is,  as   I  say,  a  great 
difference  in  principle  betw^n  Clause  13 
of    the    old    Act,   which    was    purely 
voluntary — which  allowed   everyone  to 
object,  and  to  establish   proceedings  ah 
iniUo — and  this  clause  which  does  npt 
allow  the  parties  interested  to  interfere 
and  leaves  the  final  decision  absolutely,  in 
the  hands  of  the  tribunal  it  is  proposed 
to  appoint.    It  is  not  fair  to  expect  the 
House  of  Commons  or  the  Irish  people 
'  to  have  unlimited  confidence  ip  a  tri- 
bunal of  three  persons,  who,  although 
they  may  be  very  respectable  gentlemen, 
are  certainly  not  archangels.    It   is  a 
little  too  much  to  expect  that  we  should 
have  absolute  and  unlimited  confidence 
in  them  when  they  are  called  upon  to 
deal  with  extremely  complicated  matters 
bearmg    upon    the     interests    and    the 
property  of  a  large  section;  of  the  Irish 
P^ple.    I  think  the  absurdity  of  asking 
the  House  to  trust  these  gentlemen  in  the 
'  matters  we  have  been  discussing  is  clearly 
shown  by   the    divergence    of    opinion 
amongst  the  supporters  of  the  Bill.     We 
have  had  in  the  course  of  the  Debate 


statements  made  by  .supporters  of  the 
Sill  in  absolute  contradiction  to  the 
views  taken  by   the  Government,  and 


even  in  absolute  contradiction  to  the 
views  of  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  opposite.  Well,  Sir,  when 
lawyers  disagree,  how  are  we  to  expect 
that  these  three  gentlemen — these  three 
black  swans,  as  I  have  before  called 
them — will  always  be  able  to  come  to  a 
decision  if  they  differ  ?  It  is  certain  that 
cases  will  be  brought  before  them,  and 
will  be  decided  by  them,  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
has  admitted  ought  to  be  excluded  from 
consideration.  So  much  in  regard  to  the 
comparison  which  my  right  hon.  Friend 
has  made  between  the  clause  of  the  Act 
of  1891  and  the  present  Bill.  Then  I 
go  on  to  say  that  I  go  further  than  my 
Hon.  Friend  behind  me.  I  intend  to 
support  the  Amendment,  because  I  do 
think  it  is  desirable  to  have  some  kind 
of  test  by  which  this  constant  inter- 
ference is  to  be  determined*  My  right 
hon.  Friend  proposes  that  we  should 
deal  with  all  cases  of  eviction  which 
occur  down  to  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 
Well,  what  reason  is  there  for  taking  that 
particular  period  ?  What  possible  gronml 
of  distinction  can  there  be  between  a 
person  evicted  before. the  end  of  1894  and 
a  person  evicted  at  the  beginning  of 
1895  ?  You  have  absolutely  no  finality 
whatever,  supposing  you  take  the  Act  of 
1887.  I  do  not  want  in  particular  to 
defend  that  Act,  but  if  you  should  take 
it  you  would  have  a  logical  resting  place. 
Yon  could  say,  '*  We  have  taken  that 
period,  because,  until  that  Act  was  passed, 
redress  was  not  given  to  certain  classes  of 
grievance.  After  that  redress  was  given, 
we  admit  there  ought  to  be  some  finality 
in  this  legislation.**  And  here  we  take 
our  stand  ;  but  just  think  what  this 
House  is  asked  to  do.  I  will  not  say 
this  Government,  but  I  will  say  that  this 
Legislature  has  again  and  again,  for  a 
considerable  period,  l>een  asked  to  pass 
Acts  as  messages  of  peace  to  the  Irish 
people.  No  sooner  have  we  passed  an 
Act  than  we  have  been  asked  to  pass 
another.  When  that  is  pointed  out,  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  reply  —  "  That  is 
because  you  did  not  take  our  advice." 
Remember,  those  hon.  Gentlemen  have 
always  supported  these  Acts,  but  they 
have  always  reserved  to  themselves — 
what  shall  I  call  it,  not  exactly  a  locus 
penitentiiB^  but  a  place,  or  opportunity — 
for  urging  a  further  claim.  Even  with 
the  Home  Rule  Bill  that  is  the  case,  and 
that  will  be  the  case  to  the  ei}(],^q{^|xie. 
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I  do  not  care  if  you  were  to  pass  a  new 
Bill  providing  that  rents  should  not  be 
claimed  at  all  in  Ireland.  That  would 
not  satisf  J  hon.  Gen  tinmen  opposite.  They 
would  still  say  that  there  was  something 
reserved  for  a  future  opportunity.  That 
may  be  all  very  well  for  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  It  may  assist  them  to  pose 
before  their  countrymen  as  going  beyond 
British  Representatives;  but  it  is  not  a 
position  to  be  taken  up  by  any  Govern- 
ment that  they  should  attempt  to  cure 
social  and  administrative  difficulties  by 
raising  up  a  new  crop  of  difficulties  ;  and 
when  .they  had  the  franlc  admission  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that  this  Bill 
is  not  to  be  a  final  Bill,  I  say  the  time 
has  gone  by  when  they  can  come  forward 
and  pretend  that  they  are  consulting  and 
taking  Irish  opinion,  for  the  fact  is  that 
they  themselves  do  not  go  as  far  as  Irish 
opinion.  They  ought  to  form  their  own 
opinion  and  stick  to  it.  As  it  is,  we  have 
had  it  clearly  shown  to  us  in  the  course  of 
these  Debates  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Government  and  that  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  is  that  a  certain  class  of  cases 
ought  to  be  excluded  by  the  arbitrators, 
and  the  only  reason  for  not  excluding 
them  by  the  Bill  is  that  Irish  Members 
will  not  consent,  and  say  it  is  no  use 
making  these  constant  concessions  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  when  even  then  you 
cannot  claim  that  you  have  arrived  at  a 
position  of  finality.  If  the  Government 
would  have  the  courage'  of  their  convic- 
tions, and  in  this  matter  tell  us  what  it  is 
they  are  dealing  with — with  social  and 
administrative  difficulties  brought  about 
by  the  Plan  of  Campaign,  and  that  even 
though  they  did  not  approve  of  the  Plan 
of  Campaign,  thev  are  anxious  in  the 
interest  of  Ireland  to  do  something  to 
prevent  the  evil  effects  of  that  conspiracy 
— then  I  think  on  grounds  of  national 
interest  and  in  the  interest  of  Ireland  we 
should  go  a  certain  way  with  them. 
When,  however,  they  yield  to  pressure 
and  introduce  a  Bill  which  everyone  in 
the  House  knows — ^and  everybody,  even 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  know — is  only 
the  beginning  of  further  agitation,  then 
I  do  think  it  is  time  for  us  to  make  some 
sort  of  protest. 

Mr.  J.  MORLET :  I  do  think  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who,  as  every- 
one knows,  is  one  of  the  most  clear  and 
able  and  lucid  speakers,  has  seldom  made 
a  speech  in  this  House  which  has  shown 
a  greater  departure  from  those  qualities. 
Mr,  J,  Chamberlain 


He  has  made  what  is,  in  fact,  a  Second 
Reading  speech.  A  few  sentences,  it  is 
true,  he  devoted  to  the  Amendment  before 
the  House,  but  the  larger  part  of  his 
observationis  had  no  more  bearing  upon 
the  particular  proposal  before  us  than 
It  had  on  any  other  of  the  279 
Amendments*  on  the  Paper.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  admits  that  if  this  were 
a  social  and  administrative  difficultj 
which  w^  ask  the  House  to  give  as 
special  powers  to  deal  with,  he  and  hon. 
Gentlemen  like  him  wonld  bd  inclined  to 
go  a  considerable  way  with  us.  The 
point  we  are  now  upon  is  the  area  of  the 
social  iind  administrative  difficnlty.  Mj 
contention  is  that  the  at-ea  of  the  difficulty 
appealed  to  gentlemen  opposite  when 
they  were  in  power  to  come  down  to 
tenants  evicted  as  late  as  1891.  Two  or 
three  years  have  since  passed  by,  and  we 
bring  the  area  down  to  the  present  daj, 
but  both  gentlemen  opposite  and  gut- 
selves  QATTy  it  beyond  1887,  which  is  the 
limit  fixed  by  the  Amendment.  I  will 
not  say  anything  more  about  the  Amend- 
ment, but  I  will  venture  to  call  attention 
to  the  proceedings  on  the  Amendment. 
The  Amendment  was  put  down  in  the 
name  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  the  University  of  Dublin  (Mr. 
Carson).  He  chanced  not  to  be  present, 
and  it  was  moved  in  apfet'ty  full,  elaborate, 
and  learned  speech  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Armagh  (Mr.  Barton). 
Various  gentlemen  have  discussed  it. 
My  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor 
General  (Mr.  R.  1".  Reid)  answered  the 
Mover  of  the  Amendment  in  a  speech 
more  full,  more  elaborate,  and  quite  as 
learned.  I'hen  comes  down  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Carson)  who 
ought  to  have  moved  the  Amendment 
himself.  I  make  no  complaint  of  his 
absence  ;  to  use  a  memorable  phrase  of 
his  Leader  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  he  was 
probably  "more  agreeably  employed." 
He  oomes  down,  and  after  we  are  all 
satisfied  with  the  discussion  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  endeavours  to  revive  our  languid 
interest.  Then  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain)  enters  into  a  more  f  ^11  and 
copious  discussion  than  anybody  else, 
and  roams — I  do  not  like  to  say  rambles 
—over  the  whole  field  of  the  Bill.  That 
is  the  method  in  which  the  discussion  of 
this  Bill  is  being  conducted,  and  probably 
it'  will  necessitate  some  ^teps  being  taken 
by  the  Governmenled  by  V^OOQ  1(^ 
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are  the  arguments  mainly  relied  od  in 
support  of  this  Bill.  I  do  not  by  my 
Amendment  require  that  the  tenants 
shall  be  living  near  their  holdings ;  I 
only  follow  the  words  of  the  Commission's 
Reference  and  say  '*  resident  in  Ireland.** 
I  do  not  want  men  to  come  from  America, 
Canada,  or  the  Colonies,  and  claim  to  be 
restored  to  farms  they  may  have  left 
15  years  ago.  I  would  limit  the  operation 
of  the  Bill  to  evicted  tenants  actually 
resident  in  Ireland.  It  has  been  pleaded 
that  families  of  evicted  tenants  are  in  a 
condition  not  far  removed  from  starvation, 
and  I  fear  this  must  be  so  ;  and  it  is  to 
the  relief  of  such  the  resources  under  the 
Bill  should  be  devoted  rather  than  to 
those  who  have  found  employment  in  the 
United  States  or  the  Colonies.  These 
last  are  in  a  totally  different  position,  and 
OD  their  behalf  the  plea  of  pity  does  not 
operate.  Surely  it  is  not  good  policy  to 
tempt  these  men  to  give  up  such  em- 
ployment as  they  may  have  been  able  to 
obtain  elsewhere  by  an  offer  to  reinstate 
them  in  their  more  or  leas  miserable 
holdings  in  Ireland.  I  am  not  sure  but  that 
it  might  give  rise  to  very  serious  compli- 
cations with  the  Government,  of  the 
United  States,  and  certainly  it  would  be 
well  to  avoid  all  questions  of  domicile 
and  naturalisation  ;  but  such  questions 
might  arise  if  we  allowed  domiciled 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  come 
back  and  claim,  with  State  assistance, 
the  right  of  reinstatement  on  the  soil  of 
Ireland.  One  great  objection  to  this  Bill 
is  the  fact  that  owing  to  the  great 
number  of  tenants  who  may  apply  for 
reinstatement  it  cannot  be  seen  how  the 
Commission  can  make  any  of  their  orders 
absolute  until  all  the  petitions  have  beev 
sent  in  and  until  years  have  elapsed  ; 
but  I  do  see  tbat  if  we  limit 
the  applications  to  residents  in  Ireland 
then  the  year  might  be  considerably 
shortened,  and  the  greater  part  of  two 
years  would  remain  for  the  arbitrators  to 
deal  with  the  cases  before  them.  From 
every  point  of  view  the  Amendment  is 
desirable,  unless  it  is  the  fact  that  the 
Bill  is  designed  to  bring  back  what  I 
will  venture  to  call  a  very  turbulent  and 
dangerous  element  of  the  population 
which  left  Ireland  for  the  United  States 
many  years  ago.  A  very  different  thing 
this  to  assisting  to  return  to  their  farms 
those  unfortunate  men  who  since  their 
eviction  have,  to  their  credit,  lived  peace- 
ably in  Irelaudt  .  rAr^oir^ 
•^                                   Digitized  by  VjOOQIc- 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  (Dover)  said,  he 
oould  not  8up|K>rt  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  "  That  those  words  be 
there  inserted." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes  103 ; 
Noes  158.— (Division  List,  No.  200.) 

Mr.  HANBU&Y:  The  Amendment 
I  have  upon  the  Paper  is.  in  line  7,  to  in- 
sert lifter  the  words  ^  sevetity-nine,'*  the 
words  *'  and  the  former  tenant  thereof  is 
now  resident  in  Ireland."  There  are  three 
very  good  reasons  wnich  will,  I  hope, 
commend  themselves  to  the  common-' 
sense  of  the  Government  for  introducing 
these  wbrds.  In  the  first  place,  these 
words  are  adopted  from  the  Reference  to 
the  Mkthew  Commission.  It  was  into 
the  facts  in  reference  to  tenants  of  this 
class  that  the  Commissioners  were 
directed  to  inquire.  The  Reference  runs 
in  these  terms  : — 

^  Where^  we  haye  deemed  it  expedient  that 
a  ComiDissioQ  shoald  forthwith  issue  to  inquire 
into  and  report  upon  estates  in  Ireland  where 
the  tenanciesof  a  nolding  or  holdings  haVe  been 
determioed  since  Isti  Hay»  1679,  and  in  respect 
to  which  claims  to  be  reinstated  have  been 
made  by  tenants  evicted  therefrom  and  non- 
resident In  Ireland,  kc^ 

Surely  the  inquiry  by  the  Commission  is 
the  whole  basis  of  this  Bill,  and  I  think 
we  shall  be  on  mnch  safer  ground  if 
we  really  fpUow  the  Reference  to  that 
Commission*  Undoubtedly  the  Commis- 
sioners were  directed  to  deal  with  evicted 
tenants  now  resident  in  Ireland.  These 
were  the  exact  words  of  Refwence,  and 
where  we  have  so  little  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  the  Bill  we  ought  at  least  to 
keep  as  much  as  possible  to  those  cases 
which  formed  the  subject  of  evidence. 
In  addition  to  this  reason  for  the  limita- 
tion, .  I  aak  the.  Committee  te  remember 
that  the  plea  of  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  Gangway  in  support  of  this  Bill,  and 
strong  X  have  thought  it  to  be,  is  the 
plea  of  pity.  We  are  told  that  these  un- 
fortunate tenants  live  within  a  few  miles, 
and  often  within  sight,  of  their  old  hold' 
lags,  and  that  it  is  very  hard,  and  adds 
to  the  bitterness  of  their  lot  to  live 
year  after  year  close  to  the  homes 
from  which  they  have  been  evicted, 
A  touching  plea,  I  admit ;  and,  further, 
it  has  been  strongly  urged  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mayo  that  there  are 
9,000  or  10,000.  women,  children,  and 
rebtives  of  these  evicted  sufferers.  These 
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Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1, 
line  7,  after  the  words  "  seventy- 
nine,^*  to  insert  the  words  "and  the 
former  tenant  thereof  is  now  resident  in 
Ireland.** — {Mr,  Hanbury.) 

Question  proposedi  "  That  those  words 
he  there  inserted." 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  :  The  hon.  Member  has 
founded  his  Amendment  od  the  Reference 
to  the  Mathew  Commission,  but  he  has 
not  touched  upon  the  recommendations  of 
that  body  after  they  had  heard  and  con- 
sidered the  evidence.  I  think  that  if, 
instead  of  attaching  so  much  importtince 
to  the  tei'ms  of  Reference,  he  paid  more 
attention  to  the  findings  of  the  Mathew 
Commission,  he  (the  hon.  Gentleman) 
would  see  that  they  cover  most  of  the 
ground  occupied  by  the  Bill. 

Mr.  hanbury  :  The  Mathew 
Commission  were  limited  to  tenancies  of 
ihis  kind.  The  claims  of  evicted  tenants 
liow  resident  in  Ireland  was  the  entire 
limit  of  their  Commission. 

Sir  R.  T.  REID :  That  does  not  seem  to 
me  to  conclude  the  matter  or  to  offer  any 
very  special  argument  in  support  of  what 
the  hon.  Member  wants  to  do.  He  wants 
to  draw  a  line  whereby  no  person  not 
now,  at  the  passing  of  the  Act,  resident 
in  Ireland  shall  receive  any  benefit  under 
the  Act.  That  line  of  demarcation 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  consistent 
with  justice  or  expediency.  I  can 
imagine  many  cases  in  which  such 
exclusion  would  operate  unjustly.  An 
evicted  tenant  may  have  died,  but  he  may 
have  a  representative  whose  right  and 
title  ought  not  to  be  affected  by  the  fact 
thiit  he  resides,  for  example,  in  En^rland. 
The  hon.  Member  has  recognised  that 
natural  sympathy  we  all  must  feel  for  the 
man  who  in  wretched  circumstances  sees 
dav  by  day  others  in  occupation  of  his 
old  home,  but  there  may  be  other  cases 
quite  as  meritorious.  A  man  having 
suffered  an  unfair  or  inconsiderate  evic- 
tion may  have  been  constrained  by 
necessity,  instead  of  settling  down  neaf 
his  holding,  to  come  to  England  seeking 
a  means  of  livelihooil.  I  do  not  see  why 
this  praiseworthy  effort  should  not  com- 
mand onr  sympathy  or  disentitle  him  to 
any  benefit  this  Act  would  give.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  case  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  put,  that  of  a  man  cbining 
back  from  America,  is  one  that  could  be 
readily  dealt  with  by  any  sensible  person, 
and  such  cases  may  well  be  left  to  the 


judgment  of  the  sensible  and  dis- 
tinguished men  who  are  to  be  made 
arbitrators  by  this  Bill.  But  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  must  have  been  driven  to 
the  last  extremity  for  argument  when  he 
suggested  that  diflSottltiea  might  arise  out 
of  the  qneatbn  of  domicile.  I  do  not 
desire  to  be  dogmatic  upon  any  point  of 
Internationiii  Law,  and  the  more  one 
knows  of  that  subject  the  less  will  be  the 
ioolidation  to  dogmatine,  but  I  think  1  can 
assure  the  hon.  Member  that  by  no 
possibility  can  any  unpleasantness  such  as 
he  suggests  arise  under  the  clauses  of  this 
Bill. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  The 
hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  has,  I  thinks 
proved  one  thing  at  any  rate — ^that 
however  able  a  lawyer  he  may  be 
he  does  not  know  much  about  Ire- 
land. Now,  I  wish  to  point  out,  in 
regard  to  the  Amendment  proposed  by 
my  hon.  Friend,  that  you  have  already 
decided  that  in  cases  where  two  claimants 
appear  on  the  scene  of  action,  then  these 
distinguished  and  amiable  gentlemen, 
these  ^* sensible  persons"  who  are  to 
determine  the  fate  of  Irish  tenants  and 
landlords  in  the  future,  are  to  have  the 
power  of  dividing  the  farm  into  two,  by 
way  of  establishing  peace  in  Ireland. 
That  has  already  been  done.  Now,  I 
have  s6me  acquaintance  with  the  origin 
of  Irish  fights  and  disagreements  that 
must  occasionally  occur,  and  I  venture  to 
mention  a  fact  of  which  you.  Sir  (Mr. 
A.  O^Connor  in  the  Chair),  are  no  doubt 
perfectly  aware,  that  most  of  the  crimes 
in  Ireland,  apart  from  what  we  call 
agtarian  crimes,  arise  out  of  claims  set 
up  for  some  piece  of  property.  Now 
you  have  determined  that — just  by  way 
of  establishing  peace — ^rival  claims  may 
be  settled  by  division. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N) :  On  a  point 
of  Order,  I  submit  that  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the 
Amendment  but  to  a  former  Amendment 
about  two  tenants. 

The  chairman  desired  Colonel 
Saunderson  to  proceed. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  I  am 
absolutely  in  Order,  and  this  is  to  the 
point.  We  are  now  discussing  whether 
the  representative  of  an  Irish  tenant  may 
come  back  from  America  and  claim  a 
farm.  There  may  be  two  claimants, 
possibly  three,  but  I  take  two.     Of  these 


two,  one  may  be  an  Irish  tenant  who 


^as  evicted  say  five 
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claimaot  from  America  may  represent  a 
tenant  evicted  14  years  ago,  and 
these  two  would-be  Irish  tenants  have  to 
set  up  their  claims  before  this  remark- 
able tribaual  for  the  division  of  a 
farm  on  which  probably  there  will  be 
only  one  house.  Whether  the  happy 
families  are  to  live  in  one  house  or  not 
we  are  not  told,  but  I  ask  the  Committee 
to  consider  for  a  moment  whether  an 
arrangement  of  this  kind  will  tend  to  the 
peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  Ire- 
land ?'  It  would  be  a  much  more  sensible 
thing,  viewing  the  peculiarities  of  the 
country,  if  you  were  to  introduce  into  the 
Bill  a  clause  providing  that  the  survivor 
shall  have  the  farm.  You  allow  the 
claim  of  a  representative  who  need  not 
be  son  or  even  daughter  of  the  former 
tenant — it  may  be  widow,  nephew,  cousin, 
or  distant  relative — who  may  come  over 
to  Ireland  after  the  lapse  of  many  years 
and  put  in  a  claim  to  divide  a  farm  in 
Clare,  or  some  other  peaceful  county ; 
and  these  three  gentlemen  are  to  decide 
whether  the  tenant  who  was  turned  out 
many  years  ago,  or  perhaps  his  widow, 
coming  back  from  America,  shall  divide 
the  farm  and  live  in  the  same  house  with 
another.  Is  not  making  a  proposal  of 
that  kind  trifling  with  the  House  ?  Can 
anything  be  conceived  more  ridiculous  or 
absurd  ?  And  then  we  hear  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  in  eminently 
Parliamentary  and  legal  phraseology, 
speak  on  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
Ireland  of  which  he  absolutely  knows 
nothing  I  My  hon.  Friend  proposes  that 
claims  shall  come  only  from  men  resident 
in  Ireland  who  are  known,  and  whose 
relationship  to  the  former  occupant  of  the 
farm  may  be  established  ;  but  here  you 
propose  to  allow  a  representative  to  come 
from  America,  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
and  the  uttermost  pa(rts  of  the  earth  and, 
I  presume,  upon  his^  ipse  dixit^  to  repre- 
sent a  former  tenant  who  resided  on  the 
farm  14  years  ag^,  and  to  claim  the 
attention  and  decision  of  this  wonderful 
tribunal  you  are  letting  up.  I  should 
like  to  hear  soi^hon.  Member  below  the 
Gangway  acquM  ted  with  the  affairs  of  Ire- 
land prove  hoynL  proposal  of  this  kind  will 
tend  to  the  pfcification  of  my  country. 
I  venture  to  my  that  nobody  who  knows 
anything  of  jVelarid  can  defend  the  pro- 
posal of  alp  wing  representatives  of 
tenants  to  Cbtqe  from  nobody  knows 
where,  and  put  H^  these  claims  which  it 
will  be  impossiblelto  refuse,  otherwise,  I 


/ 


suppose,  you  will  have  to  establish 
Commissions  in  America  and  elsewhere 
to  determine  who  is  the  representative  of 
the  original  Irish  tenant.  My  hon. 
Friend  makes  a  very  sensible  proposal, 
which  I  do  not  see  how  the  Government 
can  refuse.  Of  course,  we  know  they 
will  refuse  it,  for  they  have  practically 
announced  that  they  do  not  intend  to 
accept  from  us  any  Amendment  what- 
ever, and  their  reasoning  is  very  simple. 
They  say,  ^*  You  have  passed  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill ;  yon  have  swallowed 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  any  Amend* 
ments  you  propose  to  us  we  look  upon 
as  antagonistic  to  that  principle  you 
accepted  on  the  Second  Reading.**  I 
never  before  heard  such  an  argument 
addressed  to  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  by  any  Government.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  imagines  we  have 
wasted  the  time  of  the  House  ;  but  allow 
me  to  point  out  that  if  we  have  been 
unduly  long,  and  if  our  speeches  have 
seemed  to  bo  too  frequent 

The  CHAIRMAN  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor)  :  I  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  the 
fact  that  the  Question  before  the  Com* 
mittee  is  the  insertion  of  certain  words, 
and  he  must  deal  with  that. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  j  To  the 
best  of  my  ability  I  have  dealt  with 
those  words,  but  I  bow  to  your  decision. 
Sir,  and  pass  on  to  say  this:  This 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend  has  not 
\)een  met  by  argument,  and  it  is  a 
proposal  to.  which  I  cannot  see 
why  hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway 
should  object.  It  will  not  be  popular  in 
their  constituencies  to  provide  that  a 
nephew,  cousin,  uncle,  aunt  of  a  former 
tenant  may  appear  on  the  scene  from 
America  after  14  years  have  elapsed, 
and  claim  reinstatement.  My  hon. 
Friend  would  prevent  what  undoubtedly 
would  become  the  source  of  an  addition 
to  the  social  confusion  in  Ireland,  and  I 
am  sure  that  without  such  Amendment 
the  clause  will  be  one  of  the  most  un- 
popular things  this  House  could  effect  by 
legislation.  To  avoid  further  increase  of 
social  confusion  in  Ireland  and  possibly 
bloodshed,  I  support  this  proposal  of  my 
hon.  Friend,  and  it  ought  to  have  the 
support  of  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway,  for  I  am  certain  it  would  be 
popular  among  their  constituents.  I  feel 
convinced  that  when  the  Government 
reaUse  not  only  th^.8Jmj)|e^4(ijr^g^^f 
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this  Amendineut,  and  the  extent  to  which 
it  will  prevent  confusion  in  Ireland,  thej 
will  overcome  their  scruples  and  accept 
this  as  an  improvement  of  their  Bill. 

Mb.  macartney  :  The  Solicitor 
General  has  complained  that  my  hon. 
Friend,  in  founding  his  Amendment  on 
the  Beference  to  the  Mathew  Commission, 
left  out  of  view,  the  recommendations  of 
that  Commission,  and  that  this  was  his 
main  or  only  argument.  But  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  cannot  have  read, 
or  if  he  has  read  ho  must  have  forgotten, 
paragraph  16  apd  17  of  the  Eeport,  in 
which  the  Commissioners  say  that  evicted 
tenants  live  in  the  vicinity  of  the  estate 
su  pported  hy  the  assistance  of  friends  or 
associations,  and,  having  no  occupation, 
hang  ahout  the  farms,  never  relin- 
quishing the  hope  of  returning,  and 
^at  it  is  not  surprising  that  au- 
thorities have  considered  additions  to 
the  local  police  force  necessary.  Now, 
the  Bill,  we  understand,  has  heen  intro- 
duced to  remove  an  adminstrative  and 
social  trouble,  and  it  is  evident  from  their 
Seport  that  the  Commissioners  consider 
these  social  and  administrative  troubles 
have  arisen  from  the  fact  that  evicted 
tenants  remain  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  evicted  farms,  and  there  is  not  a 
word  in  the  Beport,  not  an  expression 
in  their  recommendations  to  show  that 
the  Commissioners  ever  had  the  slightest 
idea  of  extending  their  recommendations 
to  any  tenant  not  resident  in  the  country, 
and  not,  therefore,  in  their  opinion  one 
of  the  chief  causes  of  that  social  trouble 
to  remove  which  the  Bill  has  been 
brought  in.  We  have  heard  various 
arguments  from  the  Front  Bench,  but  I 
think  not  one  with  less  foundation  than 
this  last.  The  Amendment  is  founded 
on  the  Reference  to  the  Commission  ;  but 
when  we  come  to  read  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Conunissioners,  comparing 
the  language  in  the  Report  with  the  facts 
in  evidence,  I  think  it  is  perfectly  evident 
that  my  hon.  Friend  can  find  ample 
justification  for  his  Amendment. 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  Anybody 
who  knows  anything  of  the  tenants 
evicted  under  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
knows  that  many  of  them  have  left  the 
country,  have  gone  abroad,  or  have  found 
in  England  or  Scotland  means  of  earning 
a  living.  If  that  is  true  of  tenants 
evicted  since  1886  much  more  is  it  true 
of  tenants  evicted  between  1879  and 
1886  ;  if  one  class  has  scattered  the  other 

Colonel  Saunderson 


has  much  more  scattered.  Now  I  put  it 
to  the  Government,  Do  they  think  that 
by  putting  temptation  in  the  way  of  these 
people  to  come  back  and  claim  these 
farms  out  of  which  they  could  not  get 
enough  to  live  upon  they  are  doing  these 
people  good  service  ?  They  are  doing 
nothing  of  the  kind.  Many  of  these  ex- 
tenants  are  earning  their  living  in  other 
ways,  and,  I  am  glad  to  think,  in  far 
more  comfortable  circumstances  than 
when  they  were  in  occupation  of  their 
holdings,  and  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me 
see  why  the  Government  should  offer 
encouragement  to  these  people  to  return 
to  Ireland  where  they  cannot  live.  This 
is  a  substantia]  and  useful  Amendment, 
and  I  shall  support  it. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  entirely 
agree  with  my  hon.  Friend  who  moved 
this  Amendment  and  with  my  hon. 
Friends  who  have  supported  it.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
must  have  been  rather  surprised  at  the 
line  of  defence  taken  up  by  the  Solicitor 
General.  My  hon.  Friend  based  his 
Amendment  to  a  considerable  extent  on 
the  Reference  to  the  Mathew  Commission, 
and  pointed  out  that  that  Reference  dis- 
tinctly confined  the  investigations  of  the 
Commission  to  the  case  of  tenants  resi- 
dent in  Ireland.  The  Solicitor  General 
expressed  a  wish  that  my  hon.  Friend 
had  thought  more  of  the  Report  of 
the  Commission  and  less  of  the  Refer- 
ence. On  that  Report  I  do  not  make 
any  attack,  nor  against  the  excellent 
gentlemen  who  formed  the  Commission 
do  I  say  a  single  word.  They  were  a 
body  of  gentlemen,  however  "  sensible,^* 
with  whom  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man has  had  nothing  to  do,  except  that 
he  is  now  a  Member  of  the  Government 
who  at  the  time  made  the  appointments. 
But  who  is  responsible  for  that  Refer- 
ence ?  The  very  gentleman  who  ought 
to  have  got  up  and  given  expression  to 
the  views  of  the  Government  on  this 
occasion,  who  did  not  do  so,  but  left  that 
duty  to  his  lieutenant.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland — ^he  alone,  or  I  presume 
with  the  assent  of  his  Cqlleagues — is  the 
person  responsible  originaUy  for  confining 
the  investigation  of  this  Commission,  on 
whose  labours  this  Bill  Js  founded,  to 
tenants  living  in  Ireland.  Clearly  his 
own  opinion  must  have  beey  at  that  time 
that  the  Bill  should  be  c^fined  to  these 
tenants,  and  at  least  we  bave  a  right  to 
ask  why  his  opinion  [changed  between 
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the  time  when  the  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed and  the  time  wlien  this  Bill  was 
iDtroduoed.  We  have  the  gravest  rea- 
son to  complain  that  there  has  been 
no  explanation  of  the  cbango.  Tlio 
iDvestigation  of  the  Committee  was 
directed  to  a  few  estatee,  not  to  tbe  whole 
of  Ireland  ;  but  the  finding  of  tbe  Com- 
mission was  the  main  reason  put  forward 
af^inst  the  Amendment.  As  tbe  bon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  has  said,  to 
oflfor  temptation  to  people  wbo,  whether  in 
America,  in  England,  or  Scotland,  have 
now  settled  down  to  otber  modes  of  life 
and  means  of  livelihood  to  return  to 
Ireland  and  put  in  claims,is  doing  no  good 
service  to  them  and  is  a  cruel  wrong  to 
Irish  tenants.  My  bon.  and  gallant 
Friend  (Colonel  Saunderson)  appeared  to 
think  that  tbe  representative  of  an  Irish 
tenant  must  necessarily  be  a  relative ;  but 
that  need  not  be  so ;  he  may  be,  for  any- 
thing I  know,  anybody  wbo  takes  out 
letters  of  administration. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  :  There  is  another 
Amendment  on  that  point. 

Mr.   a.  J.   BALFOUR  :  And  will 
the  Government  accept  it  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  intimated  a  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.    a.    J.    BALFOUR:    Then   I 

mnat  take  the  Bill  as  I  find  it.     Ho  noeil 

ROC  be  a  reUtion  of  tbe  person  wbo  held 

Ifce  tenancy  ;  he  may  be  nuconnected  by 

Wood  or  friendship,  and  his  only  connec- 

thm  may  be  the  fact  that  be  has  a  debt, 

fayment  of  which  can  only  be  obtained 

■y  taking  out  letters  of  ailministration, 

J*d  he   may  come  from  America  and, 

■•fore  the  arbitrators,  put  in  a  claim  to  all 

«•    privileges     of    this    Bill.      It    is 

'Wj^'u'oas.      We  have  often  discussed— 

ff  ^«y  recently  in  tbe   otber  House, 

■■"J^  I  have  no  right  to  refer  to  a  Bill 

r^ — the    means    of    preventing     the 

2JJ"j8''?*^^®"  of  pauper   aliens,    but  this 

^J*'^  it  is  leftunamended  will  encourage 

y°^  immigration  ;  and  when  wo  arc  all 

Jp^«    that  the  immigration  of  pauper 

f"^*     is  a  thing  to  l>e  discouraged  in 

iW     ^u*  ^^^f®^  *"^  Manchester,  I  fail  to 

j^.  ^•'**y   it   shoald    bo   encouraged    in 

►   with  J^'      ^®  ought  to  have  to  tleal  only 

(  thm^t        **^™®°  living  in  Ireland,  and  1  base 

.of   |.|J^*^tention  on  the  deliberate  opinion 

Olj|    -?    Government  and  of  the  i)re3ent 

/ihe    ^     Secretary    when   he  framed  with 

Jl^|.^*«*iast  care   the  Reference    to  the 

Cor^j  ^?^      Commission.       I      ask      the 

^ittee      to    endorse    that    opinion 

^I*.  XXVII.    [fOUKTH  SKR1K3.] 


by  supporting  the  Amendment  of 
my  bon.  Friend,  wbo  desires  to  con- 
fine tbe  advantages  of  tbe  Bill,  as  the 
Chief  Secretary  originally  desired  to 
conHno  them,  to  tenants  living  in  Ireland, 
not  extending  them  to  those  who  many 
years  ago  may  have  sought  in  foreign 
countries  and  in  foreign  citizenship 
means  of  livelilioo<l  wholly  different  from 
their  old  occupation.  Of  course,  the 
Government  may  refuse  this  and 
every  Amendment,  but  as  yet  no 
reason  has  l>een  given  for  depart- 
ing from  their  original  position  when 
dniwing  up  the  Reference  to  the  Com- 
mission and  now  substantially  embodied 
in  the  Amendment  of  my  bon.  Friend. 

•Mk.  BUCKNILL  (Surrey,  Epsom) : 
One  word  may  be  added  with  a  quotation 
of  language  used  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
ill  support  of  the  not  improper  demand 
for  an  explanation.  Before  the  Com- 
mission issue<l,  which  was,  I  think,  in 
October,  1 892 — I  speak  from  recollection 
— the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  a<i- 
dressed  a  letter,  dateii  26th  September,  to 
the  bon.  Member  for  Longford  which  was 
published  in  The  Times  of  September  28, 
at  page  7,  in  which  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  notified  to  the  bon.  Member 
for  Longford  tbe  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  issue  a  Commission,  which 
is  known  now  by  the  name  of  tbe 
Mathew  Commission.  In  that  letter  tbe 
Chief  Secretary  drew  the  attention  of  the 
hon.  Meml>er  for  Longford  in  terms  to  tbe 
nature  of  the  Commission,  which  appear 
to  me  now  to  require  some  explanation. 
I  will  read  the  whole  sentence  as  it 
ap]>ears  in  The  Times — 

•'  Wc  (meaninp  the  Government)  intend 
that  the  area  of  the  inquiry  shall  patticularly 
cover  estates  within  the  8CO|)e  of  Section  13, 
where  disputes  still  exist  between  landlords 
aud  evicted  tenants,  but  excluding  ail  cases 
where  the  evictwl  tenants  have  left  the 
country." 

These  are  the  exact  words  as  they 
appear  in  The  Times.  The  answer  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Longford  has  not 
yet  been  published ;  but  I  feel  some 
curiosity  to  know  how  that  hon.  Member 
met  this  particular  part  of  the  sentence, 
what  were  his  views  and  those  of  other 
Irish  MomlKjrs  of  the  proposed  exclusion 
of  that  jMirticular  class  of  tenants  from  the 
scope  of  that  iiKpiiry  and  this  Bill.  All 
else  that  1  hail  to  say  has  been  better 
said  by  others,  and  I  waited  until  the 
Chief  Secretiiry  was  present  before 
cjuoting  from  Ins^Jg^^r^by^OOQie 
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Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  have  do  right 
whatever  to  complain  either  of  the  right 
hoD.  Gentleman  or  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  reminding  the  Committee  of 
the  language  that  was  used  bj  me  in 
announcing  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  issue  the  Mathew  Commission, 
and  the  words  I  introduced  into  the  Order 
of  Bef  erence  to  that  Commission.  To  the 
views  which  I  then  expressed  more 
specifically  and  personally  in  the  letter 
from  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
has  read  an  extract,  explaining  the  object 
which  ]  had  in  my  mind  at  the  time  and 
still  have  in  my  mind — to  those  views  I 
still  adhere  ;  that  is  to  say,  I  do  not  ex- 
pect or  contemplate  that  the  operation  of 
this  Bill  will  be  to  invite  back  to  Ireland 
a  number  of  men  from  Chicago,  Phila- 
delphia, New  York,  and  elsewhere,  in 
order  to  make  claims  for  reinstatement  in 
holdings  from  which  they  had  been 
evicted  10  or  15  years  ago.  That  ex- 
clusion was  my  policy  then,  and  it  is  the 
policy  which  I  do  not  conceive  to  be 
shut  out  or  negatived  by  the  machinery 
which  it  is  proposed  to  set  up  in  this 
Bill.  But  I  am  not  willing  to  exclude 
from  the  consideration  of  the  arbitrators 
cases  of  emigrant  tenants  who  may  have 
a  fair  claim,  and  whom  it  may  be  desir- 
able, in  the  interests  of  the  social  peace 
of  the  district,  to  restore.  Anybody  who 
knows  Ireland — and  no  one  knows  it 
better  than  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  North  Armagh — ^knows  that  there 
may  be  cases  where  land  is  at  this  moment 
unoccupied,  and  where  it  might  be  very 
desirable,  if  a  returned  emigrant  set  up 
a  claim  for  reinstatement  upon  it,  thi^t 
the  arbitrators  should  have  power  to 
recognise  that  claim  and  put  the 
man  into  the  holding.  I  do  not  think, 
however,  that  such  cases  would  be  fre- 
quent. This  is  my  apology,  if  you  like 
to  use  that  word,  for  any  apparent  incon- 
sistency in  the  language  I  used  in  the 
document  quoted  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  opposite,  and  my  refusal  or  un- 
willingness to  assent  to  this  Amendment. 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  politic  to 
invite  men  to  come  back  from  America 
or  other  parts  of  the  world  to  put  forward 
claims  under  this  Bill.  I  do  not  think 
the  inducement  is  sufficient,  and  even  if 
some  of  them  were  to  return  to  Ireland 
for  that  purpose  I  do  not  suppose  that 
the  welcome  they  would  receive  from  the 
arbitrators  would  be  such  as  would 
operate  as  an  encouragement  to  others  to 


do  the  same.  I  adhere  to  the  policy 
upon  this  matter  that  I  have  always 
held,  but  I  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to 
shut  out  of  view  the  fact  that  there  may 
be  circumstances  which  make  it  desirable 
to  give  the  power  to  reinstate  tenants 
who  at  the  moment  that  the  Bill  becomes 
law  do  not  happen  to  be  resident  in 
Ireland. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  is  a  very  important  one, 
because  it  certainly  shows  that  a  com- 
plete change  has  taken  place  in  the 
policy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  since 
he  wrote  that  letter  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Longford  in  1892.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  now  says  that  he  does  not 
desire  to  invite  persons  over  from  Ame- 
rica to  make  claims  under  this  Bill,  but 
in  1892  he  said  he  desired  to  exclude 
such  persons,  which  is  a  totally  different 
thing.  The  explanation  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  show  why  he 
desired  to  exclude  these  men  in  1892  and 
why  he  desires  to  include  them  in  1894. 
I  venture  to  say  the  change  was  made 
much  later  than  might  be  supposed  from 
the  interval  which  elapsed  between  the 
date  of  the  letter  and  the  introduction  of 
this  Bill,  because  upon  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  the  Bill  the  Chief  Secretary  spoke 
of  the  limited  number  of  evicted  tenants 
who  would  come  under  the  operation  of 
the  Bill.  He  said  that  there  were  alto- 
gether 5,900  evicted  tenants,  of  whom 
some  2,000  had  gone  abroad  or  were 
otherwise  disposed  of,  and  that  that 
would  leave  only  3,900  to  be  dealt  with 
under  this  Bill,  and  when  I  reminded  him 
that  it  appeared  from  the  Report  of  the 
Parnell  Commission  that  in  eight  only 
out  of  the  15  years  since  the  passing  of 
the  Act  of  1879  there  had  been  24,000 
evictions,  he  met  that  statement  by 
asserting  that  all  the  remaining  evicted 
tenants  had  been  disposed  of,  and  that 
they  would  only  have  to  deal  with  8,900 
under  this  Bill,  because  the  rest  had  gone 
to  America  or  had  been  otherwise  dis- 
posed of.  Undoubtedly  this  Bill  will  be 
a  call  to  those  tenants  who  have  gone  to 
America  to  come  back,  raising  social 
difficulties  that  do  not  now  exist.  Let 
us  speak  plainly.  The  Government  has 
shown  to-night  a  determination,  which  I 
think  is  very  deplorable,  not  to  accept 
any  Amendment  whatever  to  the  Bill. 
Here  is  an  Amendment  which  will  have 
the  effect  of  carrying  out  the  right  hon. 
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Gentieman^B  own  declared  policy,  but 
new  pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear 
upon  him,  and  he  consequently  goes 
away  from  his  own  opinion  and  convic- 
tion, though  he  still  thinks  it  is  not 
desirable  that  these  men  should  be  ex- 
cluded, and  now  seeks  to  throw  the  whole 
responsibility  in  the  matter  upon  the 
arbitrators.  We  have  had  no  answer  to 
the  Amendment,  and  we  are  justified  in 
repeating  our  argument  again  and  again 
that  the  only  justification  for  the  Bill  is 
that  it  may  remove  social  and  adminis- 
trative difficulties.  How  are  you  going 
to  deal  with  the  social  and  administrative 
difficulties  in  Ireland  if  you  bring  back  to 
that  country  a  number  of  men  who  have 
become  absorbed  into  the  populations  of 
other  countries,  and  who  are  perhaps 
contentedly  living  there  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  spoken  of  the  advantages 
that  may  accrue  to  those  persons  who 
may  return,  but  there  are  a  great 
number  of  those  persons  whose  return 
may  be  far  from  an  advantage  to 
ourselves.  In  1882  there  was  a  great 
flight  of  Irishmen  to  America  and  other 
parts  of  the  world,  and  some  of  those 
gentlemen  who  have  not  been  successful 
abroad,  and  who  have  not  obtained  in- 
fluential positions  in  Tammany  Hall,  may 
find  it  convenient  to  return  to  Ireland. 
Is  the  Government  going  to  say  to  them, 
"  Well,  we  cannot  make  you  all  city 
marshals,  but  at  least  we  can  offer  you 
the  next  best  thing — we  can  make  you 
evicted  tenants  ?  ** 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Such  speeches  as 
that  we  have  heard  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  offer  full  explanation  why 
British  law  and  British  administration 
have  become  detestable  to  the  Irish 
people,  speeches  inspired  by  the  spirit  of 
mockery  and  taunt.  Let  me  submit 
specific  reasons  against  this  Amendment. 
If  these  words  are  inserted  no  man  who 
is  out  of  Ireland  at  the  passing  of  this 
Act  can  make  a  claim.  There  are 
hundreds  of  poor  tenants  who,  by  reason 
of  their  eviction,  go  to  England  or 
Scotland  to  take  part  in  such  work  as 
they  can  find  in  the  summer  and  autumn 
and  do  not  return  until  November. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  They  are  resident. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  What  does  "resident" 
mean  ?  Has  not  absence  from  Ireland — 
occasional  absence— debarred  a  man  from 
the  exercise  of  the  franchise  ?  Ingenuous 
Tory    gentlemeli     know    little    of     the 


subtleties  of  the  legal  mind  when  applied 
to  the  construction  of  the  law  in  Ireland 
if  they  do  not  realise  that  a  few  months* 
absence  in  England  may  be  held  to  ex- 
clude a  man  from  a  claim  under  the  Act. 
I  am  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does 
not  intend  that  temporary  absence  should 
operate  as  exclusion. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN:  Hear,hear. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Should  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  tenant  who  has  died  be 
excluded  ?  Surely  it  is  not  intended 
that  the  property  of  an  Irish  tenant, 
which  has  some  value,  should,  at  his 
death,  necessarily  come  into  the 
possession  of  the  landlord  ?  By 
right  of  law  and  equity  such  pro- 
perty passes  to  the  representative  of 
the  deceased,  but  by  these  words  that 
repiesentative  would  be  ousted.  In  the 
case  of  an  evicted  tenant  in  America  it  is 
contended  that  no  matter  under  what 
circumstances  he  has  emigrated  he  ought 
to  be  excluded.  We  have  known  of 
many  men  who  have  gone  to  America 
simply  because  they  were  unable  to  get  a 
living  nearer  home,  but  they  have  wives 
and  children  at  home;  they  have  still 
home  interests  in  Ireland  near  the  old 
home,  they  working  in  America  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  subsistence.  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  contend  that  a 
man  who  has  been  driven  for  a  time  to 
America  to  secure  the  means  of  life 
should  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of 
this  Act  ?  I  am  sorry  that  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh,  the 
only  Irish  landlord  who  has  taken  part 
in  this  discussion,  should  have  seen  fit  to 
treat  the  subject  of  this  Bill  and  the 
sufferings  of  men,  women,  and  children, 
under  the  tyranny  of  eviction,  in  a  spirit 
of  broad  farce.  Let  me  remind  the  Com- 
mittee of  what  took  place  in  relation  to 
evictions  on  Lord  Clanricarde^s  estate. 
Evicted  tenants  found  shelter  on  a  plot 
of  ground  on  the  property  of  the  parish 
priest.  Through  a  Court  of  Law  Lord 
Clanricarde  obliged  the  priest  to  expel 
the  tenants  from  that  plot  of  ground,  but 
the  tenants  found  shelter  in  huts  and  out- 
houses of  other  tenants,  and  then  Lord 
Clanricarde  set  his  agents  to  work  to 
hunt  out  these  poor  creatures,  and  by 
threats  to  prevent  any  assistance  or  shelter 
being  given  to  them.  The  Times 
alluded  to  these  proceedings  as  "  devil's 
work,"  and  am  I  to  be  told  that 
people  driven  from  the  country  by 
such  tyrannv  «fSg||y^bf(5T(!R:^l(^®°^«d 


1211  Evicted  Tenants  {COMMONS}  (Ireland)  Arhitraiion  Bill.  1212 

participation  in  this  act  of  mercy 
passed  by  a  British  Parliament  ?  I  put 
the  question  with  some  confidence  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  invite  his 
answer. 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  Certainly, 
I  accept  the  invitatioD,  and  I  can  assure 
the  hoD.  Geotleman  that  to  such  an 
anrgament  I  have  no  inclination  to  reply 
in  a  spirit  of  mockery.  It  is  the  first 
alignment  that  has  been  offered  in  support 
of  the  Bill  as  it  stands.  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  has  made  out  a  case  for  amend- 
ment of  the  Amendment,  for  I  believe 
that  none  of  us  desire  to  exclude  from  the 
purview  of  the  Bill  the  personal  repre- 
sentative of  a  former  tenant.  Therefore, 
I  venture  to  move  at  once  the  addition 
after  **  former  tenant  thereof,"  of  the 
words  *<  or  his  personal  representative." 
But  in  regard  to  the  matters  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member,  though  I  defer  to 
the  opinion  of  others  upon  the  legal  point, 
I  do  not  think  it  can  be  held  that  tem- 
porary abeence  in  England  or  Scotland 
establishes  a  man  as  non-resident  in  Ire- 
land any  more  than  it  can  be  maintained 
that  I  am  not  a  resident  in  Birmingham 
because  the  Grovernment  keep  me  18 
months  in  London.  I  really  do  not  think 
that  such  a  man  could  legally  be  held  to 
be  non-resident.  Then  the  hon.  Member 
puts  another  case,  that  of  a  man  who  has 
gone  over  to  America  to  find  work,  leav- 
iipg  wife  and  children  behind.  Such 
cases  are,  I  suppose,  exceptional. 
'  Mr.  sexton  :  We  know  of  many. 

Mil.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  do  not 
deny  their  existence,  and  am  endeavour- 
ing to  deal  with  such  cases.  Surely  a 
man  who  has  left  his  faifilly  domiciled  at 
home  cannot  be  said  to  have  lost  residence 
or  domicile  in  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  sexton  :  He  may  really  have 
no  residence — wife  and  children  may 
have  merely  the  shelter  of  a  miserable 
hut. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  wish 
frankly  to  acknowledge  there  may  be 
exceptional  cases  to  meet  which  we 
invite  assistance  to  amend  our  Amend- 
ment. These  are  not  reasons  for  reject- 
ing the  Amendment,  though  it  may 
require  alteration.  If  the  Government 
will  say  they  are  willing  to  accept  the 
principle  of  the  Amendment  we  are  quite 
willing  that  exceptional  cases  should  be 
provided  for.  Meanwhile,  to  meet  one 
of  the  objections,  I  propose  the  addition 

^r,  Sexton 


of  the  words  ^'  or  his  personal  representa- 
tive." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  after  the  word  "thereof," 
to  insert  the  words  "or  his  personal 
representative." — {Mr,  J.  Chamberlain^ 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  invite  the 
Committee  to  pause  in  dealing  with  the 
question  of  absenteeism.  That  is  a  very 
large  question,  and  it  affects  landlords  as 
well  as  tenants.  What  would  become  of 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire  if  he  were  to 
get  the  law  as  it  is  proposed  to  be  ad- 
ministered by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  ?  He 
rarely  goes  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  He  was 
there  last  year; 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Once  in  10 
years  has  he  visited  Ireland. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  He  had 
not  been  there  since  his  brother  was 
murdered. 

*Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Has  Lord  Chin- 
ricarde  lost  a  brother  in  Ireland  ?  He 
was  there  in  1872,  22  years  ago.  Has 
anything  happened  to  him?  So  I 
might  go  on  with  nine-tenths  of 
these  gentlemen.  There  is  Mr. 
Henry  Arthur  Herbert,  of  Mucross ; 
he  has  not  been  in  Ireland  since  1874, 
when  he  ceased  to  be  a  Member  of  this 
House.  Is  the  Conservative  Party  going 
to  invent  a  new  doctrine  in  regard  to 
absentee  tenants  which  is  not  to  apply 
to  landlords  ?     Let  me  give  another. 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  I  rise  t<i 
Order.  There  is  no  proposal  in  the  Bill 
to  reinstate  evicted  landlords. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  Question 
before  the  Committee  is  the  Amendment 
to  the  Amendment. 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  was  going  to 
deal  with  this  question  of  residence. 
Some  three  years  ago  the  Court  of  Appeal 
in  Ireland  admitted  to  the  franchise  a 
tenant  in  Tyrone  who  lived  in  Glasgow, 
and  only  came  to  Ireland  for  the  loth 
August,  a  Catholic  holiday,  and  at 
Christmas,  some  two  or  three  times  in 
the  year.  He  paid  rent  and  taxes  for 
the  whole  time.  But  thefollowiug  year 
the  very  same  man,  paying  the  same 
rates  and  taxes  and  the  same  rent,  was 
disqualified  by  tlj^e  .^aijig^^nrj^gpeftl 
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under  the  very  same  conditions.  Nobody 
who  knows  the  cooflicting  decisions,  on 
the  question  of  residence  in  relation  to 
the  franchise,  can  doubt  that  the  greatest 
confusion  will  arise  if  such  questions  are 
imported  into  the  decisions  of  the  tribunal 
Buch  as  Is  contemplated  in  the  Bill.  A 
man  can  now  be  conveyed  from  Queen s- 
town  to  New  York  for  388,  This  I 
know  is  only  a  recent  reduction  of  the 
rate,  but  years  ago  the  fare  to  Boston 
was  only  £3,  and  it  was  a  constant  thing 
throughout  County  Donegal  for  large 
squads  of  poor  men  to  cross  the  Atlantic 
after  the  harvest  to  earn  enough  to  pay 
their  rent  on  return.  What  was  the  case 
with  the  evicted  Olphert  tenants  ?  They 
lived  in  wretched,  miserable  shielings, 
places  such  as  no  humane  Englishman 
would  put  his  dogs  or  even  his  pigs 
into.  I  have  seen  a  woman  and  three 
children  issue  from  a  den  not  two  yards 
square,  into  which  the  rain  dripped 
through  the  sods  that  formed  the  rou^h 
roof.  The  House  was  dealing  with  matters 
which  touched  the  very  heart-strings  of 
the  Irish  people.  The  whole  question 
of  exile  as  well  as  of  eviction  was  in- 
volved in  those  cases,  and  yet  in  regard 
to  them  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Birmingham  had  nothing  but  jibes  about 
Tamanny  Hall  and  the  City  Marshalship 
of  Dublin.  He  would  invite  English 
gentlemen  to  consider  this  matter  care- 
fully. It  was  simply  because  long  ago 
your  fathers  had  suits  of  mail  and 
muskets,  and  our  fathers  only  skiens 
and  saffron  shirts,  that  you  were  now 
the  landlords  and  we  the  tenants.  The 
English  had  no  better  title  to  Ireland 
than  that  they  were  better  armed 
some  hundreds  of  years  ago.  The  men 
who  had  been  cleared  out  of  their  farms 
had  gone  to  the  only  country  which  gave 
them  food  and  freedom  and  blessing,  as 
John  Bright  had  said.  To-day  Birming- 
ham cast  back  the  blessings  of  John 
Bright ;  and  when  Parliament  for  the 
first  time  oifered  to  Irishmen  decent  con- 
sideration and  a  decent  tribunal  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
would  shut  out  the  exiles  whom  their 
laws  had  driven  from  their  native  soil. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  think 
that  anyone  could  have  listened  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member^s  speech  with- 
out feeling  that  every  word  he  said  re- 
presented long-cherished  emotions  and 
bitterness  of  spirit  which  afforded  some 
l^ey   to  the  difl^culties  of   the    present 


situation  in  Ireland.  That  speech  waf 
not  altogether  relevant  to  the  Amend- 
ment, but  nevertheless  it  was  a  most 
suggestive  speech  and  raised  questions 
that  must  be  taken  into  consideration.  I 
would  point  out  to  the  Government  that  the 
Bill  goes  to  the  root  of  the  Irish  question, 
and  raises  all  the  slumbering  contro* 
versies  of  a  decade  of  agrarian  agitation. 
It  is  perfectly  clear  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member's  speech  that  this  Bill 
will  require  time  for  its  discussion.  It  is 
not  tolerable  that  we  should  be  accused 
of  obstruction  when  such  speeches  Sire 
delivered.  I  do  not  blame  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  I  have  no  right  to 
blame  him.  But  if  he  has  the  right,  as 
he  unquestionably  has,  to  make  such 
speeches  in  the  House,  it  is  grotesque 
and  absurd  to  pretend  that  the  Bill  is  one 
to  be  disposed  of  in  a  week.  The  hon . 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  spoken  the 
echo  of  centuries  of  passion. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  recognise 
that.  I  recognise  that  the  speech  oame 
from  his  heart.  But  are  those  who, 
though  understanding  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  do  not  agree  with 
him,  to  be  silenced  while  he  is  allowed  to 
speak  ?  Is  that  tolerable  or  possible  ? 
I  say  it  is  grotesque  and  absurd  to 
suppose  that  this  Bill,  which  touches 
every  phase  of  the  Irish  question,  and 
which  is  introduced  at  the  end  of  July,  is 
going  to  be  passed  under  such  novel  con- 
ditions, under  conditions  which  you  never 
asked  us  to  undergo  when  doling  with 
questions  of  the  kind  before.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  spoke  the  sentiments 
of  a  vast  body  of  opinion  in  Ireland  and 
out  of  it.  And  on  what  views  are  those 
opinions  based  ?  That  the  Bill  is  not  deal- 
ing by  a  process  of  amnesty  with  a  social 
difficulty,  but  is  restoring  rights  which 
have  been  taken  away.  The  Govern- 
ment, on  the  other  hand,  call  the  Bill  an 
amnesty  and  privilege  to  the  Irish 
tenants.  The  question  of  which  view  is 
to  be  taken  goes  to  the  root  of  the  Bill. 
It  is  evidently  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  one  spirit  and  accepted  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway  in  a 
different  spirit ;  and  until  it  is  decided  on 
which  of  these  two  principles  the  Bill  is 
to  be  discussed,  it  will  not  be  discussed 
reasonably  and  in  a  businesslike  way.  As 
to  the  point  of  the  Amendment  now 
before  the  Committee,  I  agree  with  the 
general  vicTfs  of  the  right  hon,  Member 
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for  West  Birmiugham,  and  will  vote 
for  the  Amendment  to  the  Amendment. 
But  it  must  be  on  the  understanding  that 
when  the  question  f)f  personal  representa- 
tion is  subsequently  raised  we  can  express 
our  views  on  it,  and  that  the  words  "  per- 
sonal representatives  "  should  be  altered, 
seeing  that  the  phrase  does  not  neces- 
sarilj  mean,  legally,  any  relative  or  even 
connection  of  the  remotest  kind.  As  to 
what  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Louth  has  said  about  people  going  to 
America,  he  is  quite  right.  It  has  come 
to  my  knowledge  that  many  Irishmen 
from  Achill  go  to  America  and  return 
annually. 

Mr.    J.    MORLEY  :  You    mean    to 
England  or  Scotland  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  In  addition 
to  those  who  go  from  the  West  of  Ireland 
to  England  and  Scotland,  I  came  across 
cases  of  persons  who  actually  went  to 
America  every  year  and  came  back  to 
Achill  in  the  winter.  The  knowledge 
came  to  me  with  a  shock  of  surprise.  I 
believe  that  if  the  word  '*  domicile  *'  is 
inserted  in  the  Amendment  all  these  ob- 
jections will  be  successfully  met.  It  is 
said  again  and  again  that  these  three 
gentlemen  who  are  to  form  the  tribunal 
are  to  use  a  wise  discretion,  and  I  see  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  left  to  them 
.  to  discriminate  whether  the  person  ap- 
plying for  the  benefit  of  the  Act  is  a 
band  fide  resident  in  Ireland  or  whether 
his  domicile  is  in  some  other  country. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  barton  moved  to  insert  after 
the  word  ''resident,"  in  the  proposed 
Amendment,  the  words  ^  or  domiciled.*' 
The  object  of  this  Amendment  to  the 
proposed  Amendment  was  to  cover  the 
cases  of  persons  who  went  to  America, 
England,  or  Scotland  for  the  purposes  of 
temporary  business  occupation,  and  with 
the  intention  of  returning  to  Ireland 
again. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  after  the  word  "  resident," 
-  \—     to   insert  the   words  "  or  domiciled." — 
{Mr.  Barton.) 

Question  proposed, ''  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:   The   speech  of 

the    Leader    of     the    Opposition     was, 

JL  neither  in  tone  nor  in  language,  unworthy 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


of  the  occasion  which  has  produced  it ; 
but  one  may  regret  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    did   not   allow   the   insight 
which  he   possesses  into   what  he  has 
called  the  bitterness  of  spirit  that  under- 
lay deep  Irish  memories  to  guide  him 
more  in  the  policy  he  recommends.    If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman   had  applied 
his  mind  to  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  light  of  those  emotions  and 
feelings  the  depth  and  strength  of  which 
he  recognised  in  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
and   learned    Member  for   Louth,  they 
might  now  have  been  in  a  very  different 
position,  for  Members   would  have  felt 
that  they  had  at  least  been  employing 
the  time  spent  on  the  Bill  upon  topics 
worthy  of  a  great  Assembly.     That  is  my 
answer  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.     If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  only  dealt 
with  our  proposals  in  the  spirit  evinced 
in  his  speech,  Ireland  might  have  felt 
— whether  the  Bill  is  carried  or  not — ^tbai 
the  House  had  at  last  awakened  to  some 
sense  of  sympathy  with  her,  and  with  the 
dominant   passions   and  emotions  of  her 
people.  The  speech  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  Louth,  moving 
the  House  as  it  did,  and  calling  for  the 
recognition  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  gave 
it,  must  assuredly  make  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  reflect  whether  it  is  not  better 
and  worth   while  to  approach  this  Bill 
even   now   with   a   desire   to   see  these 
things  in  Ireland  at  an  end.     If  gentle- 
men opposite  would   only    try   and   see 
these  things  as  Irishmen  see  them,  in- 
stead of  opposing  our  proposals  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  a  little  paltry.  Party 
Rght,  we  would  not  have  brought  the  Bill 
in  in  vain,  even  if  it  were  necessary  to 
effect  some  transformation   in    it.       So 
far   as   this    particular    Amendment    is 
concerned,  all  I  can  say  is  that,  with  the 
recollection    of    the   traps   and    pitfalls 
offered  to  us  in  the  shape  of  Amendments 
to  the  Home  Rule  Bill  before  me,  I  can- 
not say  whether  I  will  accept  this  word. 
At  the  proper  time,  however,  I  will  con- 
sider the  matter,  but  for  the  present  I 
can  only  say  I  see  no  reason  for  depart- 
ing from   the   attitude   I   have   already 
taken  up. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  rise  in 
response  to  the  appeal  which  has  been 
made  by  the  Chief  Secretary.  I  think 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  has  recog- 
nised before  now  that  I  have  not  been 
irreconcilable  towards  this  BilLl(^ 
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Mr.  J.  MORLEY  ;  Hear,  hear  I 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  When  I 
heard  the  right  hoD.  Gentleman  say  now 
that  it  would  be  something  if  this  Bill 
should  not  be  brought  in  in  vain,  even 
though  it  had  to  submit  to  some  trans- 
formation, I  thought  it  was  a  hopeful  ex- 
pression of  opinion,  and  one  which  I  gladly 
recognise.  I  ask  the  Committee  to 
take  advantage  of  the  higher  mood  to 
which  it  has  been  raised  by  the  eloquent 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Louth,  and  to  see  whether  even  now,  at 
this  last  moment,  we  may  not  do  some- 
thing at  all  events  towards  settling  this 
controversy  raised  between  the  two  sides  of 
the  House.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief 
Secretary  went  too  far  when  he  accused 
hon.  Members  opposite  of  a  want  of 
sympathy  with  Ireland.  Ireland  includes 
something  more  than  the  people — even 
though  they  are  the  majority — who  are 
represented  by  hon.  Members  opposite. 
We  are  not  so  inhuman  as  not  to  feel 
sympathy  with  those  who,  through  their 
own  fault  or  the  fault  of  others,  have 
been  brought  into  a  condition  of  great 
distress  and  suffering,  but  we  also  feel 
sympathy  with  those  who  will  be  brought 
into  distress  and  suffering  by  the  passing 
of  such  a  Bill  as  this.  We  feel  sympathy 
for  the  new  tenants — ^those  who  are 
called  "  land-grabbers  "  and  ''  legalised 
brigands" — men  who  carry  their  lives 
in  their  hand.9,  but  who  have  been  guilty 
of  no  greater  offence  than  that  of  trying 
to  earn  their  livings  honestly.  When 
we  are  told  that  it  is  baneful  that 
these  controversies  should  be  allowed 
to  continue,  let  it  be  remembered  that 
the  real  difference  between  the  two  sides 
of  the  House  is  whether  this  Bill  should 
be  voluntary  or  compulsory.  By  a 
voluntary  Bill  we  would  provide  for  a 
vast  number  of  persons  for  whom  our 
sympathy  is  claimed,  but  by  a  compul- 
sory scheme  injustice  would  be  caused  to 
a  great  number  of  persons  we  wish  to 
protect.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that 
the  appeal  of  the  Chief  Secretary  should 
be  received  without  hope,  and  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Louth  had  said  earlier 
in  the  evening  that  he  would  accept  the 
principle  of  the  Arrears  Act,  and  as  the 
principle  of  that  Act  is  that  of  voluntary 
agreement,  I  still  hope  that  there  may 
be  between  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Louth  and  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  some  possible 
modus  Vivendi, 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  words  ^  and 
the  former  tenant  thweof,  or  his  personal 
representative,  is  now  resident  or  domi- 
ciled in  Ireland  '  be  there  inserted.'* 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  110  ; 
Noes  165.— (Division  List,  No.  201.) 

It  being  after  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

PAROCHIAL  BLBCTORS  BBGISTRATION 
(ACCELBRATION)  BILL.-(No.  282.) 

Lords'  Amendments  considered. 

Mr.  LEGH  (Lancashire,  S.W.,  New- 
ton) said,  the  proposal  in  the  Bill  was 
that  the  Revising  Barristers  should  be 
appointed  by  the  Judges  on  Circuit. 
What  was  to  be  done  in  the  cases  of 
Judges  who  bad  completed  their  Circuit  ? 
It  was  perfectly  clear  that  those  Judges 
would  not  be  able  to  make  the  appoint- 
ments ;  and  who,  then,  would  make 
them  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVRE  said,  there 
was  power  given  to  the  Judges  to  make 
the  appointments  even  after  they  had 
concluded  Circuit. 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

CANAL    TOLLS    AND     CHARGES     PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  1)  (CANALS  OP       / 
GREAT  NORTHERN  AND  OTHER  RAIL-     / 
WAY  COMPANIES)  BILL.— (No.  178.) 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CANAL   RATES,   TOLLS,   AND  CHARGES 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  2)  (BRIDG- 
WATER,  &C.  CANALS)  BILL.— (No.  198.) 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


CANAL    TOLLS    AND    CHARGES      PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  3)  (ABERDARE, 
&c.  CANALS)  BILL.-(No.  216.) 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


CANAL    TOLLS    AND    CHARGES      PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  6)  (REGENT'S 
CANAL)  BILL.— (No.  253.) 
Read  the  third  time,  an 
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CANAL   TOLLS    AND   CHARGES    PROVI- 
SIONAL    ORDER     (No.    7)     (RIVER 
ANCHOLME,  lea)  BILL.- (No.  263.) 
Itead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CANAL   TOLLS   AND    CHARGES  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  (No.  8)  (RIVER  CAM» 
Ac.)  BILL.— (No.  264.) 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CANAL  TOLLS  AND  CHARGES  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  10)  (CANALS 
OF  THE  CALEDONIAN  AND  NORTH 
BRITISH  RAILWAY  COMPANIES) 
BILL.— (No.  266.) 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CANAL  RATES,  TOLLS,  AND  CHARGES 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  12) 
(GRAND,  &c.,  CANALS)  BILL.— (No.  268.) 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION   PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS    CONFIRMATION 
(BARRY,  &c.)  BILL  [Xor<l*].— (No.  310.) 
Reported,   with    Amendments     [Pro- 
visional Orders  coniirmedj  ;  as  amended, 
to  be  considered  upon  Mondaj  next. 

EDUCATION  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  CON- 
FIRMATION (LONDON)  BILL  [Lords], 

(No.  300.) 
Reported,    with    Amendments    [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed]  ;  as  amended, 
to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 

BILL.— (No.  202.) 
Reported  from    the    Standing    Com- 
mittee (Scotland). 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  243.] 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed. 
[No.  243.] 

Bill,  as  amended  in  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, to  be  taken  into  consideration 
upon  Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  337.] 

PETROLEUM  [INQUIRY  NOT 
COMPLETED.] 
Report  from   the    Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up, 
and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.  [No.  244.] 


LARCENY  ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL 
[Lords}. 

Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.     [BiU  338.] 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  thej  have  agreed  to, — 

Parochial  Electors  (Registration 
Acceleration)  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  thej  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
''An  Act  to  amend  the  Valuation  of 
Lands  (Scotland)  Acts  in  regard  to  the 
duties  of  the  Assessor  of  Railways  and 
Canals.'*  [Valuation  of  Lands  (Scot- 
land) Acts  Amendment  Bill  [Lords.] 

CONVENTION  OF  ROYAL  BUHGHS  (SCOT- 
LAND) ACT  (1879)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Parker  Smith,  Bill  to 
amend  The  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1879,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Parker  Smith,  Dr.  Clark,  Mr.  Cochrane, 
Mr.  Donald  Crawford^and  Mr.  Renshaw. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  339.] 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  3.)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported* 
without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the 
third  time  upon  Monday  next. 


•^ 


BVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND)  AR- 
BITRATION  [GUARANTEE  AND  EX- 
PENSBS]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee*) 

Question  again  proposed, 

'*  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  Trea- 
sury to  guarantee  adTances,  not  exceeding 
£250,000,  charged  on  the  Irish  Church  Tem- 
poralities Fund,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of 
the  present  Session  to  make  provision  for  the 
restoration  of  Evicted  Tenants  in  Ireland,  and 
to  charge  the  sums  required  to  meet  such  gua- 
rantee on  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United 
Kingdom  : 

And  to  authorise  the  payment^  out  of  moneys 
to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any  salaries, 
remuneration,  and  expenses  which  may  become 
payable  under  the  said  Act."— (^r  J,  T,  Nib- 
berQ 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clock  till  Honilay  next. 
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Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  con- 
sidered (according  to  Order),  and  dis- 
pensed with  for  this  day's  sitting. 


I 

<^  Bill  read  3*  (according  to  Order). 


BOARDS  OF  CONCILIATION  BILL. 
[H.L.].— (No.  112.) 
THIRB    READING. 


LiORD  PLAYFAIR  desh-ed  to  explain 
before  this  Bill  went  to  another  place  the 
attitude  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
it.  As  he  had  stated  on  Second  Read- 
ing, there  were  three  Bills  before  the 
House  of  Commons  with  this  important 
object — one  introduced  by  Government, 
another  which  was  now  introduced  before 
their  Lordships  by  Lord  Onslow,  but 
known  in  the  other  House  as  Sir  John 
Lubbock's  Bill,  and  the  third  by  Mr. 
Butcher  and  Sir  John  Gorst.  The  Go- 
vernment approving  entirely  of  the  object 
of  this  Bill  had,  therefore,  offered  no  op- 
position to  it,  and  it  went  down  to  the 
House  of  Commons  in  exactly  the  same 
state  as  it  left  that  House,  without  a 
single  line  or  word  of  it  altered.  But 
although  the  Government  could  not  op- 
pose the  Bill,  approving  of  its  object,  they 
did  not  consider  it  equal  to  the  Govern- 
ment measure  in  the  other  House.  It  was 
more  stringent  and  less  elastic.  Therefore, 
although  it  had  received  their  Lordships' 
approbation,  the  Government  did  not 
consider  it  their  duty  to  give  it  priority 
in  the  other  House.  It  was  proposed 
that  all  three  Bills  should  be  referred  to 
the  Grand  Committee  for  the  purpose  of 
selecting  the  best  parts  of  each  in  order 
to  make  a  practicable  working  measure. 

The  Earl  of  ONSLOW  said,  he 
quite  understood  the  attitude  of  the 
Government  on  this  important  subject. 
A  deputation  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  a  short  time  ago, 
and  the  answer  then  given  practically 
explained  the  attitude  of  the  Govern- 
ment. They  had  placed  a  block  against 
the  other  two  Bills  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  not  objecting  to  the  principle 
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involved  in  them,  but  desiring  to  act  as 
starters  in  a  race,  and  to  allow  no  Bill  to 
get  a  start  of  the  others ;  but  if  the 
Government,  with  the  command  of  time 
in  the  other  House,  did  not  choose  to 
give  priority  either  to  their  own  Bill  or 
to  this  Bill,  the  responsibility  for  the 
failure  to  pass  any  Bill  would  rest  upon 
them.  He  moved  an  Amendment  to 
carry  out  the  views  expressed  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  Standing  Committee, 
by  providing  that  a  certain  proceeding 
should  be  taken 

"on  the  applicatioa  of  either  of  the  parties, 
if  the  High  Court  or  a  Judge  shall  in  their  or 
his  discretion  think  fit," 

instead  of  on  the  order  of  the  High 
Court  or  of  a  Judge. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

FINANCE  BILL.— (No.  168.) 
THIRD   READIKG. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Read- 
ing, read. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3»." 
—{The  Earl  of  Bosebery.) 

•The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  : 
My  Lords,  I  wish  to  ask  a  question  of 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
sack. I  regret  very  much  that  I  was 
prevented  from  being  in  my  place  on 
Friday  when  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
made  a  statement  which  appears  to  me 
to  be  so  interesting  and  important  that  I 
wish  to  ask  for  further  information  on 
the  subject.  I  gather  from  the  noble 
Lord^s  statement  that  the  Judicial  Com- 
mittee of  the  Privy  Council  has  on  some 
occasion  decided  that  this  House  has  no 
constitutional  power  to  amend  Money  Bills. 
If  they  have  so  decided,  I  believe  they  are 
entirely  wrong  ;  but  that  is  not  the  point. 
They  have  no  power  of  binding  us.  But 
I  am  rather  disturbed  that  they  should 
have  entered  upon  the  subject  at  all.  It 
appears  to  me  to  be  an  extreme  exercise 
of  their  power.  To  decide  on  matters 
which  are  in  conflict  between  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  is  not  within  their 
jurisdiction  at  all.  T[f  they  were  de- 
ciding upon  the  construction  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament,  of  course  I  at  once  admit 
that  they  would  be  within  their  rights  ; 
but  I  can  hardly  imagine  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament passed,  dealing  with  the  position 
of  the  two  Houses  in   respect  of  this 
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matter,  without  its  having  been  carefully 
watched  in   this  House.       I,  therefcre, 
wish  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  whether  he 
will  give  me  a  Reference  to  the  decision 
the    Privy    Council  has   come   to,   and 
whether     he     will     also    produce    the 
Judgment   to   which  he  referred  ?      It 
appears  to  me  to  )ye  a  matter  of  consider- 
able importance,  because  I  do  not  think 
that  in  the  present  state  of  things  the 
legal  power  of  this  House  ought  to  be 
diminished  in  the  very  slightest  degree 
by  any  action  of  this  House  or  conces- 
sion which  this  House  can  make.     And 
though  I  quite  admit  that  a  decision  of 
the  Privy  Council  cannot  bind  this  House, 
still  it  comes  perilously  near  to  limiting  the 
legal  powers  of  this  House  when  the  Privy 
Council  comes  to  a  decision  of  that  kind. 
My  Lords,   I   drdw   a  very   strong  dis- 
tinction-^^s   strong  as  it  is  possible  to 
draw — between  the  legal  powers  of  this 
House    and    the   House    of    Commons 
and  the   practice    which   considerations 
of  obvious   convenience  in  the  interest 
■of    the    public     welfare     may     indube 
the    two     Houses     to     adopt.       It     is 
perfectly    obvious    that  this    House   in 
point  of  fact    has  not  for  many   years 
past    interfered    by    Amendment    with 
the  finance  of  the  year.'    The  reason  why 
this  House  cannot  do  so  is  that  it  has 
not  the  power  of  changing  the  Executive 
Government;    and  to  reject   a  Finance 
Bill     and    leave   '  the     same     Execu- 
tive   Government'  in   its    place    means 
to    create     a    deadlock      from     which 
;there  is  no  escape.      If  the   House  of 
Oommons  had  rejected  this  Finance  Bill 
during  the  present  month,  there  would, 
no  doubt,  have  been  considerable  incon- 
venience, but  at  least  another  Executive 
Government  would  have  been  provided 
whose  duty  it  would  have  been  to  have 
suggested  an  alternative  for  making  fresh 
provision  for  the  year.  But  if  this  House 
were  to  reject  a  Finance  Bill,  or  to  amend 
it  so  that  the  House  of  Commons  would 
reject  it,  as  the  same  Executive  Govern- 
ment would  remain  rn  Office,  there  would 
have  been  obviously  the  greatest  incon- 
venience  in    dealing    with    the    public 
finance.     I  do  not^  therefore,  in  the  least 
degree,  dispute  the  necessity  of  the  ac- 
cepted practice  that  this   House  should 
not,    as    a    rule,    interfere    with    the 
finance      of      the      year  ;       but      at 
the    same    time    I  '  think  it  very    im- 
portant, in  view  of  the*  changes  which 
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have   come   over   the   Constitution,   the 
proceedings,  and,  I  must  add,the  authority 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  we  should 
rigidly  adhere  to  our  legal  powers,  what- 
ever they  may  be.   It  is  necessary  to  call 
iatteution  to  the  fact  that  the  difierences 
between  the  legal  rights  of  the  House  of 
Commons  and  its  moral  authority  are  of 
the  widest  possible  cliaraoter.    The  legal 
rights  of  the   House  of  Commons  are 
equally  strong  and  powerful  if  they  a^e 
exercised  by  a  majority  of  a  single  vote. 
They  are  in  all  circumstances  the  same  ; 
but  the  moral  authority  of  the  House  of 
Commons  varies  infinitely  with  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case.  The  legal  power 
of  the  House  of  Commons  is  the  same  as  the 
legal  power  of  the  House  of  Lords,  neither 
more  nor  less.     It  is  sometimes  claimed 
that  the  moral  authority  of  the  House  of 
Commons  is  greater ;    and  undoubtedly 
under   certain   circumstances    it  is  very 
much    greater ;    and  there  are  circum- 
stances   under   which  it    may  be  over- 
whelmingly irresistible.     These  circum- 
stances are  when  the  House  of  Commons 
not  only    theoretically    but    practically 
represents  a  distinct   expression  of  the 
will  of  the  people  of  these  Three  Coun- 
tries.    There  is  no  resisting  the  national 
will.     But  when  the  House  of  Commons 
does  not  represent  that  national  will  then 
its  authority  diminishes,  and  may  diminish 
to   any   extent  you  please,  until  it  has 
ceased  to  exist.     It  occurred  to  me,  after 
reading    the   speech  of   the    noble    and 
learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack,  to  consider 
what  was  the  legal  and  moral  authority 
of  the  House  of  Commons  in  reference  to 
this  Finance  Bill.  It  was  passed,  as  your 
Lordships  are     aware,    by    a    majority 
of  14.     That    is  to  say,  eight  Members 
voting  in  another  direction  would  have 
thrown  out  the  Bill.     What  is  the  moral 
authority  of  these  eight  Members?     It 
depends  upon  the  amount  of  the  popular 
and  national  support  which  they  repre- 
sent. It  depends,  according  to  our  modem 
theories  and   views,   upon  the   numbers 
they   represent.      If  they   represent    an 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  people,  the 
authority  of  the  House  of  Commons  is 
overwhelming ;    but  not    in    any    other 
case.     It   is    worth  while  to  call   your 
Lordships*  attention  to  the  moral  autho- 
rity actually  represented  by    these  eight 
Members  who  passed  this  Finance  Bill 
and    introduced    this    revolution  in  our 
finance.     What  is  the  amount  of  moral 
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authoritj  which  they  actually  represent  ? 
I  hare  taken  out^— not  their  names,  of 
course;  I  woald  not  do  that,  but  the 
names  of  eight  eouHtituencies-^-namely, 
Central  Finsbury^  Ayr,  North  Somerset, 
North-West  Ham,  South  Northampton, 
Inverness^  Boston,  and  the  Exchange 
Division  of  Liverpool — ^all  of  which  were 
represented  iu  the  Division;  which  gave 
the  Grovernmen.t  a  majority  of  14.  The 
Members  for  these  constituencies  were 
returned  by  exceedingly  small  majorities, 
so  small  thaty  if  150  voters  had  voted  the 
other  way,  the  results  of  the  elections 
would  have  entirely  changed  tbe  majority 
of  the  House  of  Commons  for  this  pur- 
pose and  would  have  thrown  out  this 
Finance  Bill  which  has  made  such  an 
extraordinary  change  iu  the  finance  of 
England.  Therefore,  the  moral  authority 
of  the  House  of  Commons  for  this  pur* 
pose  is  the  moral  authority  you  choose  to 
attach  to  160  householders  or  lodgers 
living  in  those  eight  constituencies  I  have 
named.  I  lieed  hardly  point  out  to  your 
Lordships  that  when  it  comes  to  a  ques** 
tlon  of  160  men,  we  could  find  160  non-* 
voters  in  the  House  of  Lords  who  would 
condemn  the  Bill  quite  as  heartily  as  any 
160  voters  in  those  constituencies  would 
support  it.  Without  claiming  anything 
for  aristocratic  descent  or  for  privileges 
belonging  to  the  House  of  Lords,  I  sup- 
pose those  160  non-voters  are  as  good  as 
any  160  lodgers  or  householders  who 
are  to  be  found  in  those  eight  con- 
stituencies. I  dwell  on  this  matter,  be- 
cause there  seems  to  me  to  be  a  constant 
tendency  in  the  public  mind  to  confuse 
the  moral  authority  and  the  legal 
authority,  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
I  repeat  that  the  legal  authority  is  good 
if  it  ia  exercised  by  a  majority  of  a 
single  vote,  but  the  moral  authority  of  the 
House  of  Commons  depends  on  the 
popular  strength  which  it  represents,  and 
whioh  lies  behind  it.  This  particular 
measure  undoubtedly  has  been  passed  by 
moral  authority  of  the  very  weakest  kind 
-^by  160  hoiweholders  and  lodgers,  not 
befcter  men  than  160  Peers.  My  Lords, 
on  these  grounds  I  attach  very  great  im- 
portance to  the  preservation  intact  of  the 
legftl  •  prerogatives  and  rights  of  this 
Hoase,  because  we  do  not  know  when 
it  may  be  expedient  to  insist  upon  and 
to  exercise  Ihem.  I  quite  understand  the 
duty  and  necesbity  of  exercising  any  of 
those  powers  tvSth  ^reat  reserve  and  cir- 


cumspection ;  but  I  confess  I  heard 
with  great  disquietude  the  language 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
on  the  Woolsack,  which  seemed  to  m:e 
rather  like  an  attack.  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord,  basing  himself  upon  some 
extraordinary  proceeding  of  the  Judicial 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  attacked 
the  legal  powers  of  the  House  of  Lords. 
We  know  not  when  they  may  be  wanted, 
and  I  earnestly  protest  against  any 
attempt  to  diminish  them.  While  I  am 
on  my  legs  I  wish  to  contradict,  with  all 
courtesy  and  deference,  a  statement  of 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wbol- 
sackf  which  will  not  bear  scrutiny*  Hd 
informed  the  House  that  there  was  no« 
thing  new  in  this  principle  of  graduation  s 
tliat  it  had  been  adopted  by  Mr.  Groechen 
and  Sir  S.  Northcote,  aud  was  merely 
extended  now.  While  anxiously  desirous 
to  avoid  anything  like  uncivil  language, 
I  must  say  that  appears  to  be  a  mere 
juggle  of  words.  Thero  is  no  real  simi- 
larity between  what  is  called  graduation 
in  the  proposals  of  Mr.  Goschen  and  Sir 
S.  Northcote  and  the  graduation  put  into 
this  Bill.  Of  course,  I  am  anxions  about 
it,  because  I  myself  am  responsible  for 
what  both  Mr.  Goschen  and  Sir  S. 
Northcote  did.  What  they  did  was  to 
render  more  easy  the  burden  of  the  In-» 
eom6  Tax  in  the  first  place,  and  to  some 
extent  the  Death  Duty  in  the  second  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  scale,  whore  they 
pressed  very  hard  on  persons  of  small 
means,  who  Ixad  great  difficulty  in  making 
their  living.  It  was  an  action  of  sym-* 
pathy  and  compassion— K)f  consideration  ; 
I  do  not  think  it  can  be  in  the  least  de- 
gree blamed  or  attacked  or  for  a  moment 
compared '  to  the  scheme  of  the  present 
Bill.  The  transition  from  indirect  to 
direct  taxation  is  so  harsh,  and  the  In- 
come Tax  is  so  severe  upon  men  who 
are  struggling  at  the  extreme  end  of  the* 
social  scale,  for  the  supply  of  their 
ordinerry  wants,  that  I  am  not  only  wk 
surprised  Parliament  shoald  have  inter*« 
fered,  but  it  was  highly  necessary  and 
laudable  Parliament  should  do  it.  Burt 
let  not  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  say 
this  principle  began  with  Sir  S.  North-> 
cote  or  Mr.  Gosohen.  When  Sir  Robert 
Peel  limited  the  Income  Taxi  tn  £150  he 
did  exactly  the  same.  He  rei^ognised 
that  graduation,  if  you  ohbose  to  use  the? 
word,  at  that  end  is  necessaiy ;  but  this' 
gradiiation  for  the'  benefit  of  the  poof ' 
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has  no  similarity  or  analogy  or  connec- 
tion with  the  graduation  now  introduced 
at  the  other  end,  which  is  introduced  for 
the  purpose  of  enahling  people  with 
small  fortunes  to  put  their  ordinary 
burdens  on  people  who  are  richer  than 
themselves.  Of  course,  you  may  say  it 
is  just  to  graduate  and  make  people  of 
large  fortunes  pay  at  a  greater  rate  than 
those  with  small  ones.  Justice  in  poll* 
tical  matters  is  to  a  large  extent  a  ques- 
tion of  conventional  tradition.  But  this 
is  absolutely  new.  It  has  been  done  in 
no  country  before.  It  was  never  done 
in  this  country  before  the  present  time. 
If  the  usual  practice  had  been  followed 
I  suppose  there  would  have  been  a  Death 
Puty  of  about  4  per  cent.,  or  a  little 
more  all  round,  and  the  people  of  small 
fortunes  would  have  paid  their  propor- 
tion as  the  people  of  large  fortunes  do 
upon  the  old  principle.  The  effect  of 
this  operation  has  been  constantly  de- 
scribed as  a  contest  between  rich  and 
poor.  It  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  Tbe 
poor  people  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
It  is  a  fight  between  people  of  small  for- 
tunes and  those  of  large  fortunes  ;  and 
the  people  of  small  fortunes  are  to  be. 
enabled  to  place  their  burdens,  contrary 
to  principles  of  taxation  accepted  from 
time  immemorial,  upon  the  shoulders  of 
people  with  large  fortunes.  Now,  I  am 
not  going  to  represent  that  as  a  serious 
public  calamity,  or  anything  which  need 
alarm  us,  as  legislators.  It  is  very  dis- 
agreeable to  people  with  large  fortunes, 
and  very  pleasant  to  the  people  with 
small  fortunes.  It  is  a  very  clever  de- 
vice ingeniously  carried  out.  But  what 
I  wish  to  point  out  is  the  danger  which 
it  involves  in  the  future.  You  have 
parted  with  any  standard.  Up  till  now 
everybody  paid  a  fixed  proportion  of 
taxation  upon  a  well-defined  standard 
on  income  or  capital.  There  was  no 
doubt  what  you  had  to  do.  But  now 
the  proportion  depends  upon  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  of  the  day.  You 
may  say  of  it  as  used  to  be  said  of 
chancery  in  the  old  times — the  measure 
of  it  *'  depends  upon  the  length  of  the 
Chancellor's  foot."  There  is  no  reason 
why  8  per  cent,  should  be  selected  more 
thaft  10,  or  10  more  than  20,  or  20  more 
than  50.  There  is  nothing, in  the 
nature  of  the  case,  no  pidnciple 
whatever  to  guide  you  or  to  re* 
strain  people  in  the  future  from 
The  Marquess  of  Salisbury 


carrying  so  very  convenient  a  principle 
into  practical  application.  I  think  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Farrer)  told 
us  the  other  night  there  is  no  danger, 
because  people  will  not  commit  suicide. 
But  it  is  not  committing  suicide  when 
people  with  small  fortunes  put  their 
burdens  upon  people  with  large  fortunes. 
It  is  for  them  a  pleasant  operation 
enough.  There  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  repeated  indefinitely,  and  it 
will  be  repeated  indefinitely  unless  some- 
thing else  should  happen.  I  have 
noticed,  in  the  Debates  on  this  subject,  it 
has  been  more  than  once  said  that  the 
process  ought  to  be  extended  till  you  come 
to  the  point  of  evasion.  I  do  not  admit 
the  won!  "evasion."  To  withdraw  yourself 
from  the  operation  of  this  tax  is  no  more 
evasion  than  refusing  to  build  a  house  is 
evading  the  House  Duty  ;  but  I  quite 
believe  that  the  effect  of  what  has  been 
done  will  be  to  stimulate  people  to  con- 
sider how  they  can  withdraw  from  its 
operation,  even  at  the  risk  of  its  exposing 
themselves  to  much  inconvenience.  And 
in  doing  so  they  will  not  act  only  on  the 
ordinary  motives  for  withdrawing  from 
the  operation  of  this  tax  ;  they  will  not 
only  be  saving  their  own  money,  but 
they  will  know  that  they  are  protecting 
their  own  pecuniary  class  from  further 
and  even  less  defensible  encroachments 
of  the  same  kind.  If  the  tax  is  success- 
ful in  raising  the  Revenue,  this  principle 
of  graduation,  which  has  no  natural  or 
ascertainable  limits  whatever,  will  be 
carried  further  ;  if  the  tax  fails  to  do  so, 
the  probability  is  it  will  not  be  carried 
further.  You  have,  therefore,  announced 
to  people  that  in  withdrawing  themselves 
from  the  operation  of  tbe  tax  they  are 
not  only  saving  themselves,  but  all  who 
are  in  positions  like  to  them,  from  its 
further  and  less  defensible  application. 
That  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  very  wise 
or  skilful  finance.  A  great  deal  is  to  be 
said,  no  doubt,  and  a  great  deal  was  said, 
which  I  shall  not  deal  with  now,  on 
the  Second  Reading  against  this  Bill. 
There  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  against 
the  oppression  of  this  new  application  of 
the  Death  Duty,  which,  instead  of  levy- 
ing what  contributions  are  thought 
necessary  for  the  constant  and  jrearly 
increase  of  Revenue  as  it  arises,  cuta 
down  at  an  uncertain  time  and  for  an 
unascertained  period  and  levies  a  huge 
sum  for  the  Executive.    That  is  a  very 
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objectionable  proceeding  in  the  public 
interest,  because  of  its  violent  and  un- 
explained character,  and  because  it 
interferes  with  all  the  ordinarj  opera- 
tions bj  which  monej  is  disbursed  in  the 
commuttitj.  Again,  there  are  great 
objections  to  this  plan,  because  placing 
a  very  heavj  penalty  on  the  possession 
of  works  of  art  must  inevitably  drive 
them  from  this  country.  These  are  very 
great  evils,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  me 
to  be  anything  like  the  evils,  or  to  involve 
anything  like  the  severe  condemnation 
deserved  by  a  plan  which,  from  its  very 
nature,  encourages  and  stimulates  what 
you  call  evasion  to  an  extraordinary 
degree,  and  which  will,  therefore,  pro- 
bably not  only  lose  the  objects  at  which 
it  aims,  but  will  weaken  and  diminish  the 
yield  of  other  former  taxes — analogous 
taxes — which  already  exist,  and  which, 
«o  long  as  they  were  not  treated  in  any 
exaggerated  spirit,  were  not  resisted  by 
those  on  whom  they  were  levied.  I  have 
«poken  of  this  principle  of  graduation, 
because  I  repudiate  with  all  the  energy 
that  Parliamentary  Forms  will  permit  me 
to  employ,  the  suggestion  that  either 
Mr.  Goschen  or  Sir  Stafford  Northcote 
are  responsible  for  instituting  the  prin- 
ciple of  graduation.  There  is  no  possible 
ground  for  laying  it  upon  them.  I  agree 
that  it  will  introduce  great  confusion  in 
our  finance.  I  believe  it  will  work  great 
injustice,  and  possibly  it  will  produce 
great  aocial  evil ;  but  whatever  the  evils 
that  come  from  it  may  be,  the  responsi- 
bility for  this  violent  revolutionary 
departure  from  foYmer  principles  of 
finance  lies  with  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  with  the  present  Go- 
vernment, and  with  nobody  else. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Hsrsohbll)  :  My  Lords,  I  thought  in 
answer  to  the  noble  Duke  on  Friday 
evening,  I  had  made  clear  the  action  of 
the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council  in  the  case  to  which  the  noble 
Marquess  has  referred.  Unfortunately, 
I  seem  to  have  failed  in  my  endeavour  to 
do  BO.  I  pointed  out  on  that  occasion 
that  the  Repoft  then  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  He^Majesty  could,  of  course, 
not  control  pr  aflTect  any  privileges  of 
thb  House-4that  it  could  have  no  legal 
operation  ofjthat  kind.  But  I  think  the 
noble  Marqoass  must  be  aware  that  there 
are  many  casts  in  which,  although  a 
tribunal  has  no  \power  whatever  to  ex- 


press or  give  a  decision  which  will  bind 
in  a  particular  matter,  it  may  neverthe- 
less, for  the  purpose  of  a  point  it  has  to 
decide,  and  over  which  it  has  jurisdiction, 
be  absolutely  necessary  to  pronounce  an 
opinion  upon  it.     That  opinion  may  be 
the  very  basis  of  the  decision  at  whidh 
it  arrives,   though   not  necessarily,  al- 
though necessary  for  the  purpose  of  that 
decision,  binding  in  itself.     Now  what 
happened  was  this  :   At  the  instance  of 
the  two  Chambers  in  one  of  our  colonies 
it  was  referred   to  a  Committee  of  the 
Privy  Council,  on  which  judicial  mem- 
bers sat,  to  determine  whether  the  Upper 
Chamber   bad  a  constitutional  right  to 
amend  a  Money  BiU.     The  conclusion 
arrived  at  by  the  Committee  was  that  the 
intention   of   the   Legislature  in  consti- 
tnting  these  two  Chambers  had  been  that 
their  relation  to  one  another,  as  regarded 
Money     Hills,    should     be     the     same 
as  the  relations   of  these  two   Houses 
of       Parliament       to      one       another. 
There  were  provisions   with   regard  to 
the  introduction  of  Money  Bills,  and  so 
on,  which  were  obviously   copied  from 
parts  of  our  Constitution.    Whether  right 
or  wrong,  the  conclusion  arrived  at  was 
that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature.    If  that  be  so  the  question  arises 
as  to  the  power  of  the  Upper  House  to 
amend  a  Money  Bill.     It  was  impossible 
to  give  an  answer  to  the  question  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee   without  first 
answering  the  question.   Has  this  Upper 
House  a  constitutional  right  to  amend  a 
Money  Bill  ?      Because  once  you   find 
that  the  relation  is  the  same  as  between 
these  two  Houses,  you  must  first  determine 
the  relation  of  these  two  Houses  to  each 
other.  The  conclusion  arrived  at  was  that  it 
was    not  a  constitutional  right  of    the 
Upper  House  to  amend  a  Money  Bill, 
and  that  then  it  followed  that  it  was  not 
within    the  constitutional  right  of   the 
Upper  Chamber  as  between  these  two 
branches  of  the  Coloninl  Legislature.     It 
became  absolutely  indispensable  and  un- 
avoidable that  we  should  form  an  opinion 
on   the  point,  and,  although  the  noble 
Marquess  has  called  it  monstrous,  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand  how  he  or  any- 
body else  could  avoid  it.     That  opinion 
does  not  and  could  not  bind  this  House  ; 
but  none  the  less  it  was  the  conclusion 
arrived  at  by  those  who  were  considering 
the  matter,  not  at  all  from  a  political 
point  of  view  or  in  a  Party  spirit,  but 
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inerelj  for  the  purpose  of  answeriDg  a 
constitntioBal  question  submitted  to 
them  at  the  instance  of  the  two  Colonial 
Chambers.  That  is  the  real  explanation, 
and  I  hope  the  noble  Marquess  will  find 
it  satisfactory,  because  it  appears  to  me 
I  have  shown  that  it  was  not  only  within 
the  right  of  the  Privy  Council  to  form 
such  an  opinion,  but  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely impossible  for  them  to  answer  the 
question  submitted  to  them  by  Her 
Majesty  with  regard  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  Australian  Chamber  without  first 
forming  an  opinion  upon  it.  Beyond  that 
we  did  not  go.  With  regard  to' the  noble 
Marquess's  suggestion  that  Papers  should 
be  laid  on  the  Table,  the  Report  could 
be  presented,  but  it  contains  only  a 
simple  answer  to  the  question  submitted 
to  the  Committee,  because  in  these  cases 
it  is  not  customary  to  give  at  length  the 
reasons  for  the  conclusion  arrived  at.  As 
to  the  noble  Marquesses  question  in  refer- 
ence to  graduation,  I  was  not  intending  to 
cast  blame  on  anyone  for  introducing  the 
principle  which  I  was  maintaining  was  a 
sound  principle.  The  noble  Marquess 
says  that  to  represent  that  graduation 
was  ever  introduced  before  was  a  juggle 
of  words.  That  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 
I  maintain  that  it  has  been  intro- 
duced before,  although  it  may  be 
somewhat  extended  and  elaborated 
now.  Unless  I  am  much  mistaken,  the 
Inhabited  House  Duty  differs  according 
to  the  rental  at  three  stages.  I  call  that 
graduation,  and  I  cannot  call  it  any- 
thing else.  There  are  three  steps  in  the 
case  of  the  Inhabited  House  Duty,  and 
there  are  eight  steps  in  the  present  case ; 
but  whether  the  steps  are  three  or  eight, 
it  is  equally  graduation.  As  regards  the 
£state  Duty,  the  noble  Marquess  says  it 
was  only  a  provision  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  from  the  pressure  of  taxation.  But 
I  cannot  see,  if  it  is  right  that  those  who 
have  over  £10,000  should  pay  more  than 
those  who  have  under  £10,000,  why,  on 
the  same  principle,  those  who  have 
£40,000  should  not  pay  more  than  those 
who  have  £20,000.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  same  principle  precisely  is  involved, 
and  both  of  them  go  upon  this :  that  you 
ought  to  temper  your  taxation  to  the 
means  of  those  who  have  to  bear  it,  and 
that  just  the  same  reasoning  which  justi- 
fies diminution  in  the  one  case  justifies 
this  graduation  in  the  other.  The  boble 
Marquess  has  dwelt,  in  connection  with 

Lord  Herichell 


what  he  calls  the  legal  powers  of  this 
and  the  other  House,  upon  the  moral 
authority  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
He  says  that,  whatever  the  legal  authority 
of  the  House  of  Commons  may  be,  its 
moral  authority  depends  upon  the  weight 
of  public  opinion  which  lies  behind  it. 
In  a  sense  that  is  true ;  but  I  think  it 
would  be  very  difficult  to  draw  the  line 
and  say  where  a  House  could  be  said  to 
have  moral  authority  or  not  according  to 
its  constitution.  Of  course,  it  must  have 
a  majority  in  order  to  carry  measures  at 
all.  What  majority  of  the  House  is 
supposed  to  have  the  moral  authority 
of  the  nation  behind  it  ?  That 
seems  to  me  a  question  very  diffi- 
cult to  answer.  The  noble  Marquess 
has  been  connected  with  Governments 
that  have  not  had  the  moral  authority 
of  the  nation  \eTj  strongly  behind  them, 
because  they  certainly  have  not  had  a 
very  overpowering  majority.  But  if  yon 
come  to  look,  not  merely  at  the  majority 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  bnt  to  the 
number  of  votes  by  whieb  the  Members 
of  that  majority  won  their  seats,  I  have 
understood  that  the  noble  Marquess  had 
a  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons 
which  had  been  elected  by  a  minority  of 
the  voters  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and» 
therefore,  the  House  lacked  all  moral 
authority  during  an  entire  Parliament. 
The  noble  Marquess  asks  what  is  the 
constitution  of  the  majority  by  which 
this  Bill  was  carried.  He  puts  the 
majority  at  14,  and  says  that  eight 
Members  would  have  turned  it  the  other 
way.  That«  I  believe,  is  a  mistake,  for 
on  the  Third  Reading  the  majority,  I 
think,  was  23. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
I  referred  to  the  Second  Reading. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR :  The 
House  thought  better  of  the  Bill  when 
the  Third  Reading  came  ;  and  when  they 
saw  it  in  all  its  final  glory,  with  its 
amendments,  and  in  its  ultimate  shape, 
they  acquired  wisdom,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  a  desirable  measure 
to  pass.  Therefore,  it  needs  12  Members 
and  not  eight  to  turn  the  decision  the 
other  way.  But  let  us  take  eight.  The  noble 
Marquess  chooses  eight  particular  Mem- 
bers who  were  in  the  majority,  and  he  says 
•— "  Look  at  the  very  small  majority  by 
which  they  were  returned^*!  50  votes  in 
eight  places  would  have  turned  the  scale.'* 
I     have     not     had    time    to    make    a 
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correspoDiling  analysis  of  Members  of  the 
minority,  but  I  venture  to  say  I  will  find 
eight  Members  of  the  minority  returned 
by  smaller  majorities,  than  the  eight 
Members  to  whom  the  noble  Marquess 
has  alluded.  Therefore,  we  may  fairly 
set  the  one  against  the  other,  and  that  is 
an  end  of  the  argument  as  to  the  small 
moral  authority  of  those  who  carried  this 
measure  by  reason  of  the  number  of 
votes  supposed  to  be  behind  them.  After 
all,  according  to  the  Constitution  of  this 
country,  a  majority  is  a  majority,  and  a 
majority  of  the  House  of  Commons  is, 
whether  large  or  small,  competent  to 
carry  a  Bill.  If  the  noble  Marquess  says 
that  a  small  majority  gives  this  House  a 
greater  right  to  disregard  the  action  of 
the  other  House,  that  is,  of  course,  a 
matter  which  this  House  will  have  to 
settle  with  the  other  House,  and  with  the 
country,  according  as  the  country  is  or  is 
not  at  the  back  of  the  House  of  Com* 
mons.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  of 
advantage  to  enter  on  the  present  occa- 
sion into  a  further  discussion,  and  longer 
detain  your  Lordships  with  a  repetition 
to  a  great  extent  of  what  took  place  on 
the  previous  occasion. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said^  it  was 
beyond  dispute  that  never  before  was  a 
Bill  making  such  vast  changes  and 
causing  such  intense  uneasiness  and 
.heartburning  all  over  the  country, 
carried  through  the  House  of  Commons 
by  so  trivial  a  majority.  With  regard  to 
the  colonial  case  to  which  the  Lord 
Chancellor  had  referred,  that  was  not  a 
case  calling  for  the  decision  of  the  Privy 
Council  as  a  judicial  tribunal.  It  was 
a  case  referred  by  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary not  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of 
the  Privy  Council, but  to  a  general  Com- 
mittee of  that  body ;  and  he  would  like  to 
know  how  that  Committee  was  constituted  ? 
Also,  it  would  be  desirable  for  their 
Lordships  to  know  what  actually  took 
place  ;  and  he  would,  therefore,  ask  the 
Government  to  lay  on  the  Table  not  only 
the  Report  of  that  Committee,  but  an 
additional  statement  showing  how  many 
meetings  the  Committee  held,  who  were 
the  witnesses,  if  any,  called  before  it, 
whether  precedents  were  examined, 
whether  any  evidence  was  taken,  or 
whether  the  very  able  officers  of  their 
Lordships'  House  were  consulted  and  the 
Journals  of  the  House  referred  to  as  to 
the  practice  and  procedure  of  their  Lord- 
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ships'  House  in  reference  to  the  discus- 
sion, amendment,  or  rejection  of  Money 
Bills.  He  would  like  to  know  whether 
counsel  were  present  to  assist  the  Com- 
mittee by  argument  on  any  precedents 
that  existed  ?  Or  was  the  whole  thing  as 
he  had  suggested — a  mere  reference  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary  to  the  Committee  for 
his  own  guidance  ?  That  obviously  was 
a  question  of  great  importance.  It  was 
obvious  that  a  bare  Return,  giving 
merely  the  answer  of  the  Committee  in 
a  few  lines,  would  be  insufficient.  They 
were  aware,  from  the  speeches  of  the 
Duke  of  Argyll  and  the  Duke  of  Rutland 
on  the  Second  Reading,  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  learning  upon  this  question, 
and  a  bald  Return  would  be  of  little  use. 
Therefore,  he  trusted  that  when  the 
Return  was  made  it  would  be  found  to 
contain  some  real  and  valuable  informa- 
tion, so  that  their  Lordships  might  judge 
of  the  character  of  the  decision  referred 
to.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack  evidently  attached  great 
weight  to  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  a  matter  of  constitutional 
importance.  The  Inquiry,  therefore, 
was  one  not  to  be  lightly  entered 
upon,  but  ought  to  be  conducted  with 
great  caution  and  prudence.  It  might 
be  suggested  that  this  was  a  matter  ultra 
vires  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council. 
It  was  an  immense  constitutional  ques- 
tion not  to  be  hastily  decided  up<m  an 
opinion  given  indirectly  in  deciding 
another  case. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  3^  accord* 
ingly,  and  passed. 

•The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY 
gave  notice  that  he  should  move  for  a 
copy  of  the  decision  referred  to  by  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack. 
He  would  insert  the  Reference  if  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  would  give  it 
him. 

PUBLIC    LIBRARIES    (IRELAND)    ACTS- 

AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  180.) 

COMMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  drew  attention 
to  the  marvellous  and  exceptional 
rapidity  with  which  this  Bill  was  pushed 
through  the  House.  He  was  not  un- 
friendly to  the  Bill,  as  he  had  shown  on 
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the  Second  Reading,  when,  although  it 
had  not  been  circulated,  he  took  no  ob- 
jection to  it.  Neither  would  he  offer 
obiection  now  in  Committee,  for  it  was 
supported  hy  many  sections  in  Ireland. 
He  did  not  wish  it,  however,  to  suffer 
from  any  carelessness  in  drafting.  It 
had  been  nobodj*s  child  in  particular, 
and  possibly  some  carelessDess  might 
have  been  shown  in  the  drafting.  He 
would  not  discuss  its  iperits,  but  had 
noticed  that  it  placed  strict  lim'ts  with 
regard  to  rating  for  public  libraries  in 
Ireland.  A  limit  of  Id.  was  to  be  fixed ; 
then  in  certain  cases  it  was  to  be  ^d.  or 
|d.  carefully  worked  out.  But  now  the 
limit  was  gone  altogether,  as  the  Bill 
was  introduced  into  their  Lordships^ 
House  from  the  Commons,  for  power  was 
given  to  the  Local  Authority  to  alter  the 
maximum  and  entirely  take  it  away. 
Under  the  circumstances,  be  would  not 
oppose  the  Bill  going  before  the  Standing 
Committee  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment ;  but  he  would  invite  the  noble 
Lord,  when  it  did  so,  to  ask  whoever  was 
responsible  for  the  details  of  the  Bill,  to 
look  up  the  matter  and  furnish  the 
necessary  information  on  that  point.  It 
might  be  there  was  a  perfectly  good  ex- 
planation, but  on  the  face  of  it  the  matter 
required  examination.  An  explanation 
satisfactory  to  the  noble  Lord  himself 
would  be  sufficient,  no  doubt,  for  the  other 
Members  of  the  Committee,  and  on  the 
understanding  that  that  explanation 
would  be  given  he  would  not  oppose  the 
Bill  going  at  once  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee. 

The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (Lord 
Tweedmouth)  said,  the  passage  of  the 
Bill  through  the  House  of  Commons 
was  so  extraordinary  an  instance  of 
absolute  unanimity  among  Irish  Members 
that  when  he  was  asked  to  take  charge  of 
it  he  could  but  endeavour  to  press  it 
through  as  rapidly  as  possible.  With 
regard  to  the  drafting  of  the  Bill  and  the 
consideration  it  received  in  the  Commons, 
he  would  remind  the  House  that  it  was 
there  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  by 
whom  it  was  most  carefully  considered. 
Consequently  the  drafting  now  differed 
considerably,  but  he  would  be  happy  to 
assist  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  in 
making  the  Bill  as  perfect  as  possible, 
and,  should  he  be  unable  to  give  the 
desired  information,  would  consent  to 
postpone  the  Committee  stage  for  a  week. 

Lord  Ashbourne 


Lord  ASHBOURNE  said,  he  would 
be  absolutely  satisfied  if  the  noble  Lord 
would  get  a  Memorandum  from  those  re- 
sponsible for  the  financial  details  of  the 
Bill,  saying  that  this  was  reasonable  and 
right.  An  explanation  satisfabtory  to 
the  noble  Lord  would  satisfy  everybody 
interested  in  the  matter. 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ; 
and  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee. 

THE  NEW  ZEALAND  LKGISLATUBE. 

The  Earl  of  ONSLOW  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whe- 
ther the  Government  of  New  Zealand 
had  applied  for  any  further  instructions 
as  to  the  action  he  should  take  on  the  ad- 
vice of  his  Ministers  to  continue  to  add 
to  the  number  of  their  supporters  in  the 
Upper  House  of  that  colony  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  would  lay  the  Correspondence 
on  the  Table  of  the  House  in  continua- 
tion of  House  of  Lords  Parliamentary 
Paper  No.  76,  of  Session  1893-94  ? 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  The 
answer  I  have  to  give  the  noble  Earl  is 
that  no  such  application  has  been  made 
by  the  Government  of  New  Zealand  to 
the  Colonial  Office. 

PAROCHIAL  ELECTORS  (REGISTRATION 
ACCELERATION)  BILL.— (No.  174.) 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the . 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY  TO 
CHILDREN    BILL    [h.l.].— (No.    178.) 
Amendments  reported    (according    to 

Order)  ;  further  Amendments  made  ;  and 

Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

COPYHOLD  (CONSOLIDATION)  BILL 
[H.L.].— (No.  171.) 

Read  3»  (according  to  Order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

NAUTICAL  ASSESSORS  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL.— (No.  179.) 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order)  :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  and  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  8)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  *,  read  1*  : 
Then  (Standing  Order  Nc/T  XXXIX. 
having    been   dispensed   w'lth    for    this 
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day's  sitting)  read  2»  :  Committee  nega- 
tived ;  Bill  read  3%  and  passed. 

CANAL  TOLLS  AND  CHARGES  PROVI- 
SIONAL  ORDER  (No.  1)  (CANALS  OF 
THE  GREAT  NORTHERN  AND  CER- 
TAIN  OTHER  RAILWAY  COMPANIES) 
BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1*  ; 

to    be    printed ;    and    referred    to    the 

Examiners.     (No.  184.) 

CANAL   RATES,  TOLLS,   AND   CHARGES 

PROVISIONAL       ORDER       (No.       2) 

(BRIDGWATER,  &c.,    CANALS)    BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1*  ; 

to    be    printed ;    and    referred    to    the 

Examiners.     (No.  185.) 

CANAL  TOLLS    AND    CHARGES    PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  (No.  3)  (ABERDARE, 
&C.,  CANALS)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1*  ; 
to    be    printed ;     and    referred    to    the 
Examiners.     (No.  186.) 

CANAL    TOLLS  AND   CHARGES    PROVI- 
SIONAL   ORDER   (No.  5)    (REGENrS 
CANAL)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1<^ ; 

to    be    printed ;    and    referred    to    the 

Examiners.     (No.  187.) 

CANAL   TOLLS    AND    CHARGES   PROVI- 
SIONAL     ORDER      (No.    7)     RIVER 
ANCHOLME,  &c.)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1*  ; 

to    be    printed  ;    and    referred    to    the 

Examiners.     (No.  188.) 

CANAL  TOLLS  AND  CHARGES  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  (No.  8)  (RIVER  CAM, 
&C.)  BILL. 

Brought'^rom  the  Commons  ;  read  1"  ; 
to  be  printed  ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners.     (No.  189.) 

CANAL    TOLLS    AND   CHARGES   PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  (No.  10) (CANALS  OF 
CALEDONIAN  AND  NORTH  BRITISH 
RAILWAY  COMPANIES)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1*  ; 

to    be    printed ;    and    referred    to    the 

Examiners.    {No.  190.) 


CANAL   RATES,  TOLLS,  AND  CHARGES 
PROVISIONAL       ORDER      (No.      12) 
(GRAND,  &C.,  CANALS)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1*^ ; 

to    be    printed ;    and    referred    to    the 

Examiners.     (No.  191.) 

House  adjourned  at  half -past  Five  o'clock, 
till  To-morrow,  a  quarter- 
past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF    COMMONS, 
Monday y  30th  July  1894. 


PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 

WEST   RIDING   RIVERS    CONSERVANCY 

BILL. 

LORDS    AMENDMENTS. 

♦Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  said,  that 
this  Bill  contained  some  very  important 
Amendments  made  in  the  other  House, 
which  it  was  desirable  that  this  House 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering. He,  therefore,  proposed  that 
the  Lords'  Amendments  should  be  con- 
sidered on  Friday. 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
upon  Friday. 

QUE  S  TIONS. 

COLONIAL  FISCAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 
Sir  a.  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  -of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Com- 
mercial Treaties  with  Belgium  and 
Germany  prevent,  or  not,  differential, 
fiscal  treatment  by  Great  Britain  in 
favour  of  its  colonies,  by  the  colonies  in 
favour  of  Great  Britain,  or  by  the 
colonies  in  favour  of  each  other  ? 

•The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Sir  E.  Grey,  Northumberland,  Ber- 
wick) :  Article  15  of  the  Treaty  of  July 
23,  1862,  between  Great  Britain  and 
Belgium  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Articles  the  produce  and  manufactures  of 
Belgium  shall  not  be  subject  in  British  Colonies 
to  other  or  higher  duties  than  those  which  are 
or  may  be  impOHed  on  similar  articles  of  British 
origin." 
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Article  7  of  the  Treaty  between  Great 
Britaiaaad  the  Zollverein  of  May,  30, 
1865,  is  as  follows  :*— 

«  The  fltipolation  of  the  preceding  Articles  1 
to  6  (they  contain  the  whole  of  the  Treaty) 
shall  also  be  applied  to  the  Colonies  and 
foreign  Possessions  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty. 
In  those  Colonies  and  Possessions  the  produce  of 
the  States  o*  the  Zollvepein  shall  not  be  subject 
to  any  higher  or  other  Import  Duties  than  the 
produce  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  of  any  other  country,  of 
the  like  kind  ;  nor  shall  the  exportation  from 
those  Colonies  or  Possessions  to  the  Zollverein 
be  subject  to  any  higher  or  other  duties  than 
the  exportation  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.'* 

The  general  effect  of  these  stipulations 
in  regard  to  Import  Duties,  on  the  points 
mentioned  in  the  question,  are  understood 
to  be  as  follows  :  (1)  They  do  not  pre- 
vent differential  treatment  by  the  United 
Kingdom  in  favour  of  British  Colonies. 
(2)  They  do  prevent  differential  treat- 
ment by  British  Colonies  in  favour  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  (3)  They  do  not  pre- 
vent differential  treatment  by  British 
Colonies  in  favour  of  each  other. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT: 
Win  the  Under  Secretary  say  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  decided 
to  give  notice  to  terminate  the  clause  in 
those  two  Treaties,  which  thus  limits  the 
extension  of  Inter-British  trade  ? 
^  Sir  E.  grey  :  That  is  a  large  ques- 
tion of  general  policy,  and  I  cannot  make 
any  statement. 

Mr,  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis)  :  Is  the  view  just  stated  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  identical  with  that  held  by 
the  other  Governments  concerned  ?  Has 
there  been  any  divergence  of  opinion  ? 

•Sir  E.  GREY  :  There  is  no  necessity 
on  our  part  for  denouncing  the  Treaties  for 
any  purpose. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  was  not 
speaking  of  denouncing  the  Treaty.  I 
want  to  know  has  the  hon.  Baronet  ex- 
pounded the  view  of  the  effect  of  the 
Treaties  held  by  the  other  Governments 
concerned  ? 

Sir  E.  grey  :  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  doubt  that  the  explanation  is 
founded  on  what  the  Treaties  say,  but 
that  particular  interpretation  has  not 
been  discussed. 

PAUPER    CHILDRBN. 
Mr.  S.   SMITH   (Flintshire)  :  I  beg 
io    ask    the    President    of    the    Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  can  state 
Sir  E.  Grey 


the  total  number  of  pauper  children  in 
this  country,  the  number  of  pauper 
children  emigrated  to  the  colonies  during 
the  last  12  months,  and  the  number  of 
pauper  children  who  have  been  boarded 
out  during  the  same  period  ? 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Shaw - 
Lefevre,  Bradford,  Central)  :  The  total 
number  of  pauper  children  in  this  country 
on  the  1st  of  January  last  was  249,000, 
of  whom  60,800  were  receiving  indoor 
relief.  The  number  whose  emigration 
was  authorised  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  during  the  year  1893  was  360. 
The  number  boarded  out  on  the  1st  of 
January  last  was  5,466. 

FOREIGN  PRISON-MADB  BRUSHES  IN 
GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield,  Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he 
has  received  a  resolution  from  the  brush- 
makers  of  Dalkeith,  N.B.,  as  to  the  hard- 
ships caused  to  their  trade  by  the  free 
importation  of  foreign*made  prison  brush- 
ware,  and  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  by  the  importation  of  criminal-made 
goods  many  respectable  men  and  women 
are  being  driven  into  the  ranks  of  the 
unemployed ;  and  if  he  will  use  his 
influence  with  the  Government  either  to 
bring  forward  legislation  upon  this 
subject  or  to  give  time  for  the  discussion 
of  the  Importation  of  Prison-Made 
Goods  Bill  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Brtce,  Aberdeen,  S.)  : 
I  have  seen  the  resolution  referred  to  by 
my  hon.  Friend.  No' information  is  given, 
however,  tending  to  establish  the 
accuracy  of  the  statements  which  it 
contains.  As  I  have  previously  informed 
the  House,  inquiries  are  being  conducted 
through  the  Foreign  Office  on  this 
subject.  So  far  as  those  inquiries  have 
gone,  they  lead  me  to  believe  that  the 
quantity  of '  prison-made  brushware  im- 
ported is  infinitosimally  small  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  goods  of  this 
kind  placed  on  the  home  market,  and 
cannot  substantially  affect  British  brush- 
makers.  Under  these  circumstances, 
there  seems  to  b0  no  reason  for  asking 
the  House  to  devote  a  part  of  its  scanty 
time  to  the  hon.  Member's  'Bill. 
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the  day  of  Petty  Sesgions;  whether  iii  the 
Birr  military  case  no  warrant  was  issned 
by  the  Resident  Magistrate  against  the 
officers  charged  with  assaulting  females, 
but  issued  a  summons  ;  is  there  any  re- 
gulation to  secure  uniformity  of  practice 
in  these  cases  ;  and  do  the  Government 
intend  to  take  any  notice  of  the  Resident 
Magistrate's  action  in  Mr.  O'Dwyer's 
case,  whereby  a  young  man,  who  was 
ultimately  only  put  under  a  rule  of  bail, 
and  that  against  the  protest  of  some  of 
the  Local  Justices,  was  taken  from  his 
harvesting  and  subjected  to  inconve- 
nience ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.  Morley,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne)  :  The  facts  are  stated  with 
substantial  accuracy  in  the  question.  It 
is  desirable,  but  difficult,  to  secure  uni- 
formity of  action,  as  it  is  in  the  discretion 
of  the  Judges  to  whom  a  complaint  of  an 
indictable  offence  is  made  to  issue  a 
warrant  on  sworn  information,  or  a 
summons.  That  discretion  would  be 
more  wisely  exercised  by  issuing  a  sum- 
mons where  there  is  no  apprehension  of 
the  accused  absconding.  In  the  case 
referred  to  in  the  last  paragraph  it  seems 
clear  that  the  proceeding  by  warrant  and 
arrest  inflicted  unnecessary  hardship, 
though  I  am  informed  the  only  local 
Justice  present  neither  protested  nor 
dissented  as  alleged.  The  matter  will 
receive  my  attention. 


Coi^ONBL  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I 
must  ask  my  right  hon*  Friend  when  the 
Report  from  the  British  Ambassador  in 
Berlin  on  this  subject  is  to  be  laid  before 
Parliament ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that 
according  to  the  skilled  calculations  of 
Mr.  Byers,  the  well-known  brush  manu- 
facturer in  Dumfriesshire,  a  brush  which 
eosts  the  British  manufacturer  7s.  d^d. 
per  dozen  to  produce  is  made  in  German 
prisons  and  sold  at  the  doors  of  English 
and  Scotch  brush  factories  for  3s.  6d. 
per  dozen  ? 

Mr.  BRYGE  said,  he  could  not  state 
when  the  Report  would  be  ready.  In- 
quiries were  being  made  in  different 
foreign  conntries,  but  he  trusted  that  it 
would  be  laid  on  the  Table  before  long. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT: 
May  I  have  cognizance  of  the  Report 
received  from  the  British  Embassy  at 
Berlin  ?  It  was  promised  me  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  predecessor. 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  No  ;  I  made  no  such  promise.  I 
said  that  inquiries  were  being  made,  and 
as  soon  as  we  obtained  the  result  I  would 
communicate  it  to  the  House. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT: 
If  the  Report  is  being  kept  back,  will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  allow  me  to 
have  cognizance  of  it  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  It  is  not  being  kept 
back  from  the  House,  but  it  has  been 
thought  undesirable  to  present  only  par- 
tial facts. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT  :  I 
will  communicate  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman. 

ISSUK  OF  WARRANTS  AND  SUMMONSES 
IN  IRELAND. 
Mr,  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  fact  that,  in 
consequence  of  an  alleged  assault  about  the 
ownership  of  land,  a  warrant  was  issued 
by  the  Resident  Magistrate  in  Tulla, 
County  Clare,  for  the  instant  arrest  of  a 
young  man  of  respectable  family  named 
O'Dwyer,  who  was  brought  three  miles 
from  his  home  and  harvest  work  to  give 
bail  for  his  appearance  ;  whether  in  the 
County  Limerick  revolver-firing  case  the 
Resident  Magistrate  suspended  the 
warrant  of  arrest  against  a  bailiff  until 


THE  INSPECTORSHIP  OF  METALLI- 
FEROUS    MINES      IN      CUMBERLAND. 

Mk.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (Cumber- 
land, Penrith)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secrer 
tary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 

(1)  whether  Mr.  William  Leek,  Post- 
master at  Cleator  Moor,  has  been 
appointed  Assistant  Inspector  of  Metalli- 
ferous Mines  in  the  Cumberland  district; 

(2)  whether  the  same  qualifications  are 
necessary  for  an  Assistant  Inspectorship 
of  Mines  as  are  required  for  Inspector- 
ships ;  and,  if  so,  whether  in  respect  of 
the  limitation  of  age  and  of  previous 
employment  underground,  Mr.  Leek 
possesses   the  necessary  qualifications  ; 

(3)  and  whether  this  is  the  same  gentle- 
man with  respect  to  whom  a  coroner's 
jury,  in  1888,  found  a  verdict  that  there 
had  been  great,  but  not  criminal,  neglect 
on  his  part,  in  the  matter  of  the  deaths 
by  suffocation  of  three  men  in  the  pits  of 
the  Cleator  Iron  Ore  Company  ? 
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The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
AsQUiTH,  Fife,  E.)  ;  (1)  The  answer  to 
the  first  paragraph  is,  yes.  (2)  The  in- 
spection of  metalliferous  mines  is  in  most 
districts  performed  by  the  Inspectors  and 
Assistant  Inspectors  of  Coal  Mines  as  a 
subsidiary  part  of  their  duties  ;  but  for 
the  appointment  of  Inspector  of  Metalli- 
ferous Mines  per  sCy  no  limit  of  age 
or  qualification  as  to  previous  employ- 
ment underground  has  as  yet  been  pre- 
scribed, the  few  appointments  of  the  kind 
having  been  conferred  on  gentlemen  who, 
on  account  of  their  training  and  ex- 
perience, have  been  considered  qualified 
to  hold  them.  (3.)  Mr.  Leek  is  one  of 
the  three  gentlemen  who,  as  officials  of 
the  Cleator  Ore  Mines,  were  concerned  in 
the  case  referred  to  in  the  third  para- 
graph. I  was  aware  of  this  case  when  I 
appointed  Mr.  Leek,  and,  after  carefully 
considering  it,  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  circumstances  were  not  such  as 
to  disqualify  him.  These  circumstances 
were  within  the  knowledge  of  the  large 
number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  mining 
industry  in  the  district  as  employers  and 
employed,  who  urged  me  to  appoint  Mr. 
Leek. 

SOUTH  MEATH  VOTING  LIST. 
Mr.  JORDAN  (Meath,  S.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  four  persons,  appearing  on  the 
voters'  list  for  South  Meath  Division, 
Summerhill  Polling  District  for  1893, 
were  objected  to  at  Revision  Sessions, 
and  their  names  struck  out — namely. 
No.  57,  Owen  Brennan  ;  Nq.  424,  Peter 
Kiernan ;  No.  177,  Thomas  Darby; 
No.  669,  Laurence  Weir ;  and  that,  not- 
withstanding the  decision  of  the  Re- 
vising Barrister  disallowing  their  votes, 
these  persons  appear  on  the  voters'  list 
for  1894,  numbered  respectively,  No.  48, 
No.  372,  No.  155,  No.  746  ;  who  is  re- 
sponsible for  this  transaction ;  is  he 
aware  that  two  persons  in  the  same  poll- 
ing district — namely,  Michael  Gogerty 
and  Peter  Kennedy,  appeared  on  the 
Register  for  1893,  numbered  304  and 
421  ;  and,  although  they  were  not  ob- 
jected to  nor  struck  off  by  the  Revising 
Barrister,  their  names  do  not  appear  on 
the  list  for  1894;  whether  he  will  ascer- 
tain if  the  four  wrongly  allowed  on  and 
the  two  wrongly  struck  off  the  list  belong 


to  different  political  Parties  ;  and  whe- 
ther, as  the  majority  in  this  division 
was  narrow,  striot  inquiry  into  the  cir- 
cumstances will  be  ordered  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  and  Peace  informs  me  that  none 
of  the  names  mentioned  in  the  first  para- 
graph were  struck  off  at  the  Revision 
Sessions  held  in  1893,  nor  did  Laurence 
Weir  appear  on  the  Register  for  that 
year  as  No.  669.  All  the  names  appear 
on  the  Register  for  1894.  The  reply  to 
the  third  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative, 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Peace 
states  that  the  omission  of  the  two 
names  from  the  Register  for  1894  could 
only  have  occurred  through  a  printer^s 
error,  as  he  prepared  the  Register  from 
the  revised  lists  very  carefully.  When 
the  omission  of  these  two  names  was 
pointed  out  to  him  he  wrote  to  the 
printer  for  the  original  copy  furnished 
from  his  office,  but  received  no  reply  to 
his  communication.  He  is  not  aware  to 
what  political  Party  any  of  the  persons 
last  named  belong. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  :  I 
should  like  to  explain  it  was  not  intended 
by  putting  this  question  to  cast  any  re- 
flection on  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for 
Meath.  Although  he  is  a  strong  Con- 
servative we  think  him  quite  incapable 
of  anything  of  the  kind.  But  I  have  a 
list  of  10  cases  in  another  district,  as  to 
which  I  shall  have  to  put  a  question  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

TORPEDO  CATCHER  FLUBS. 
Mr.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  it  is  intended  to  alter  the  flnes 
of  the  torpedo  catchers  Hornet  and 
Havoek  so  as  to  prevent  the  emission  of 
such  dense  masses  of  smoke  and  flame  as 
was  witnessed  at  the  manoeuvres  in 
Stokes  Bay  on  Saturday  the  14th  Jaly  ; 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  on  board  the 
Hornet  men  were  continually  em- 
ployed in  throwing  water  over  the 
boats  hong  in  davits  near  the  funnels,  to 
prevent  them  from  being  destroyed  by 
the  flames  ;  and  will  he  state  the  descrip- 
tion of  coal  used,  and  also  if  he  is  aware 
that  vessels  have  been  offered  to  the 
Admiralty  constructed  with  smoke-con- 
suming apparatus  ;  if  so,  why  this  sys- 
tem has  not  been  adopted  ? 
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The  secretary  to  the  AD- 
MIRALTY  (Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttle- 
WORTH,  Lancashire,  Clitheroe) :  The 
following  information  has  been  received 
from  Commander  Torlesse,  late  of  the 
Havock  and  now  of  the  Hornet^  in  rela- 
tion to  the  question  of  mj  hon.  Friend. 
He  says — 

"I  presmne  the  Jfavock  is  meant.  The 
Hornet  has  never  uaed  water  for  the  purpose 
indicated,  nor  was  she  troubled  with  flame  (m>m 
her  funnels).  No  trouble  has  been  esperienced 
in  the  Hornet  from  flame  (from  the  funnels), 
but  in  the  Havock  at  full  speed  a  good  deal  of 
flame  has  been  produced  at  times.  No  special 
Beport  has  been  made,  as  it  was  considered  that 
more  experience  in  stoking  would  reduce  the 
flame.  I  have  seen  Commander  Farquhar  of  the 
Havock,  who  states  that  his  object  in  having 
water  thrown  over  the  boat  (on  July  14)  was 
to  prevent  cinders  from  the  funnels  from  burn- 
ing small  holes  in  the  canvas  cover  of  the  boat." 

Commander  Torlesse  adds — 

<*  I  had  never  regarded  the  boat  as  in  danger 
of  catching  fire,  but  merely  used  the  water  as 
a  precaution  against  damage." 

Farther  practice  and  experience  will  pro- 
bably show  whether  it  will  be  necessary 
to  make  a  small  alteration  in  the  funnels 
of  the  Havock^  in  order  to  prevent  any 
undue  smoke  or  flame.  The  best  hand- 
picked  Welsh  coal  is  used.  No  smoke- 
consuming  apparatus  has  hitherto  been 
submitted  to  the  Admiralty  which  is 
considered  suitable  for  naval  purposes. 

BRITISH  RBPRBSENTATION  AT  RABAT 
Mk.  GOURLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  is  aware  that  at  the 
City  of  Rabat,  in  Morocco,  Great  Britain 
is  only  represented  by  a  Vice  Consul, 
whilst  the  same  Vice  Consul  holds  for 
and  represents  Germany  with  the  rank  of 
Consul ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  Rabat 
is  one  of  the  leading  commercial  ports 
of  Morocco,  the  Government  will  place 
the  British  Representative  upon  a  par 
with  that  of  the  German  Empire  ? 

Sir  £.  GREY  :  The  fact  is  as  stated. 
It  would  not  be  possible,  however,  to 
alter  the  status  of  the  Vice  Consul  at 
Rabat  without  further  changes  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  service  at  Morocco, 
which  has  just  been  carefully  organised. 
The  hon.  Member  will,  therefore,  I  hope, 
understand  that  the  refusal  to  make  the 
change  which  he  asks  does  not  arise 
from  any  tendency  to  underrate  the  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Frost,  the  value  of  which  I 
am  very  glad  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
admitting. 


GUNNERS'  PAY  IN  THE  NAVY. 
Mr,  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  whether  he  can  state  what 
the  qualification  is  respectively  for  a  sea- 
man gunner,  for  a  captain  of  a  gun,  and 
for  a  captain  of  a  turret,  and  what  pay  is 
attached  to  each  of  these  ratings  ;  whe- 
ther any  steps  are  taken  to  ensure  that 
men  who  have  once  qualified  for  these 
ratings  retain  their  efficiency  ;  whether 
they  are  put  through  any  kind  of  daily 
aiming  practice,  and  a  record  kept  of  the 
results;  and,  if  not^  what  tests  of 
efficiency  are  applied  to  them,  and  at 
what  intervals  ;  whether  the  Admiralty 
will  consider  the  desirability  of  increasing 
the  efficiency  of  men  of  these  ratings,  as 
marksmen,  by  increased  practice,  either 
of  aiming,  or  of  practice  with  Morris 
tubes,  or  both,  accompanied  by  a  system 
of  increased  pay  according  to  the  results 
attained  ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  very  great  importance,  as  regards  the 
fighting  power  of  the  ship,  of  the  duties 
devolving  on  a  captain  of  a  turret,  the 
Admiralty  will  reconsider,  with  a  view 
to  its  increase,  either  in  the  manner  sug- 
gested or  otherwise,  the  pay  attached  to 
that  rating  ? 

Sib  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH  : 
The  information  asked  for  in  the  first 
paragraph  is  given  at  pages  916  and  917 
of  the  Queen^s  Regulations,  and  Admi- 
ralty Instructions.  The  reply  to  para- 
graph 2  is  in  the  affirmative.  Men  are 
frequently  exercised  at  aiming  practice^ 
which  sufficiently  tests  their  efficiency, 
A  record  of  results  obtained  at  target 
practice  is  kept.  The  various  target 
practices  prescribed  by  the  Regulations, 
both  from  guns  and  Morris  gun  tubes, 
are  carried  out  continuously  throughout 
the  year  ;  and  it  is  not  practicable  to  add 
to  them  without  interfering  with  other 
important  duties.  It  is  not  intended  to 
establish  a  system  of  increased  pay  by 
results,  nor  to  make  any  increase  in  the 
additional  pay  already  given  to  men 
holding  tho  rating  of  '*  captain  of  a 
turret." 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Is  it  a  fact 
that  every  shot  fired  by  a  captain  of  a 
turret  is  worth  £164,  and  yet  he  only  get» 
3d.  per  day  ? 

Sir  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH  t 
In  addition  to  what  he  gets  as  instructor  ? 
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Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Iq  addi- 
tion to  his  ratings  ? 

Sir  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH  : 
I  must  ask  for  notice  of  the  qaestion  as 
to  the  cost  of  the  shots  fired, 

PBOSBCUTIONS      OF    ANTI-VAOOINA- 
TIONISTS. 

Mb.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
£.)  :  I  heg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  repeated 
prosecutions  of  Mr.  H.  Binder  before  the 
Ottndle  Bench  of  Magistrates  for  non* 
compliance  wHh  Orders  to  vaccinate  the 
same  child ;  whether  it  appears  that  H. 
Binder  was  conyicted  and  fined  on  31st 
Jnlj,  1690,  28th  August,  1890,  22nd 
March,  1894,  and  14th  June,  1894,  in 
respect  of  Orders  to  vaccinate  the  same 
child  ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  conrse  adopted  in  these  cases,  he  will 
du*ect  the  fines  to  be  repaid  ? 

Mb.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  Informed  that 
two  Orders  have  been  made  (in  July, 
1890,  and  March,  1894)  for  the  vaccina- 
tion of  Mr.  Binder^s  child,  the  defendant 
in  each  case  being  required  to  paj  costs, 
and  that  he  has  been  eonvioted  and  fined 
(in  August,  1890,  and  June,  1894)  for 
non-compliance  with  each  Order.  As  I 
have  frequently  stated,  I  regret  these 
repeated  prosecutions  in  respect  of  the 
same  child,  but  in  the  present  state  of  the 
law  I  have  no  power  to  interfere. 

Mr.  CHANNING :  Am  I,  then,  mis- 
informed as  to  the  statement  made,  that 
the  right  hou.  Gentleman  has  ordered 
'the  remission  of  fines  in  cases  where  they 
'have  been  inflicted  for  the  same  child  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  So  far  as  my  infor- 
mation goes,  I  have  never  ordered  the 
remission  of  fines  except  where  there  has 
l)oen  subsequent  evidence  of  the  vacci- 
nation of  the  child.  I  do  not  feel  that  I 
am  entitled  in  the  present  state  of  the 
law  to  order  such  remission,  although  I 
much  regret  their  infliction. 

EDUCATIONAL   ENDOWMENTS   IN 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland:  why  the  Annoal  Report  of 
the  Proeeediiigs  of  the  Educational 
Endowmeuts  (Ireland)  Commission, 
which  has  been  published  every  year 
siooe  188$,  at  the  ead  of  the  current  year 
or  beginning  of  the  .next,  was  noiiap 
Sir  U.  Kay'Shuttlevforth 


published  in  1892-3 ;  why  ha<t  the 
Erasmus  Smith  Endowment,  wordi 
£10,014  a  year,  been  left  for  nine  years 
unsettled ;  is  he  aware  that  Erasmus 
Smith,  in  his  indenture  under  Cromwell 
and  in  his  charter  iifider  Charlea  II«« 
expressly  provided  that  his  endowmeat 
should  be  used  to  give  free,  intermediate, 
University,  and,  in  a  limited  sense, 
primary  education  to  the  children  of  all 
hts  tenants  on  all  his  Irish  estates,  and 
to  20  other  poor  children  within  two 
English  miles  of  each  of  his  grammar 
schools  at  Galway,  Drogheda,  and 
Tipperary ;  can  he  state  how  many 
pupils  are  now  receiving  intermediate 
education  In  the  Erasmus  Smith  grammar 
schools,  and  how  many  are  receiving 
Erasmus  Smith  exhibitions  in  Trinity 
College ;  also  how  many  of  the  pupils  in 
his  grammar  schools  and  how  many 
enjoying  his  exhibitions  in  Trinity 
College  are  children  of  his  tenants  on 
his  Irish  estates,  or  other  poor  children 
born  within  two  English  miles  of  his 
grammar  schools  at  Galway,  Drogheda, 
and  Tipperary  ;  is  he  aware  that  the 
children  of  nearly  all  the  2,000  tenants  on 
the  estate  formerly  held  by  Erasmus  Smith 
are  deprived  of  the  free,  intermediate,  and 
University  education  which  was  expressly 
provided  for  tbem  ;  will  he  explain  why 
the  scheme- was  not  adopted  which,  on 
behalf  of  the  tenants*  children  and  other 
poor  children  on  all  the  Erasmus  Smith 
estates,  was  put  before  the  Edacational 
Endowmeuts  Commissions,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  Mixed  Central  Board  and 
Mixed  Boards  for  ail  the  districts  in 
which  the  estates  lie,  on  which  Pro- 
testants of  all  denominations  were  offered 
a  larger  representation  than  their  relative 
numbers  and  relative  oontributious  of 
rent  entitled  them ;  and  can  any  steps  be 
taken  to  secure  the  benefit  of  the  charity 
to  the  children  of  Catholics  as  well  as 
Protestants  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY;.  The  statutory 
powers  of  the  i^duoational  Endowments 
(Ireland)  Commission  .  expired  on 
March  8 1st,  1893,  and  have  since  been 
continued  by.  Orders  in*  CounciK  The 
final  Report  will  be  presented  before  the 
end  of  the  current  year,  and  will  cover 
,the  whole  period  from  the  date  of  the 
IfMt  Report  to  the  completion  of  the 
bdBiness  of  the  Compfiissian^  The  annual 
vanie  of  the  Ilrasmus'  Smith  endowment^ 
whic^  does  not  appear  to  exceed  ^£7^000^ 
\ 
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has  Dot  yet  been  f ally,  dealt  with,  for  the 
reasons  explained  in  mj  reply  to  the 
question  of  the  bon.  Member  for  South 
Kilkenny  on  the  23rd  inst.  The  gover- 
nors of  the  Erasmus  Smith  grammar 
schools  have  courteou3ly  informed  me 
that  there  are  94  pupils  attending  the 
school  at  Gaiway,  ^3  at  Drogheda,  and 
38  at  the  Tipperary  school.  There  ar^ 
35  past  pupils  of  these  schools  receiving 
Erasmus.  Smitb  exhibitions  in  Trinity 
College.  Several  proposals  are  under 
the  consideration  of  tbo  Commissioners. 
The  chief  difficulty  in  framing  a  scbeme 
is  caused  by  the  necessity  of  having  re- 
gard to  the  intentions  of  the  founder  as 
to  religion,  and  at  the  same  time  extend- 
ing the  benefit  of  the  charity  to  Roman 


profit  or  loss  on  each  farm  annually,  giving 
details  of  prices  paid  for  seeds,  manure, 
&c.,  and  the  prices  received  for  produce, 
or  where  this  is  consumed  by  pupils  the 
value  thereof,  and  any  other  details  cal- 
culated to  present  a  view  of  the  profits 
of  scientific  agriculture  on  the  20  farms 
worked  by  the  Government  in  Ireland  ; 

(2)  is  he  aware  that  the  Annual  Beports 
of  the  Education  Commissioners  down 
to  1874  contained  more  information  as  to 
the  management  of  these  farms  than 
subsequently,  and  that  the  details  asked 
for  are  now  shown  in  the  farm  books  ; 

(3)  is  there  any  Treasury  audit ;  and  ^4^ 
what  system  of  book-keeping  is  main- 
tained on  these  farms  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  (1)  There  are  now 


the 


Catholics  as  well  as  Protestants.     If  no    only  two  model  farms  (not  20,  as 
scheme  can  be  framed  under  the  Educa-  ; 
tional  Endowments  Act  the  administra- 
tion of  the  charity  can  only  be  altered  j 
by  Act  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  May  I  ask  the 
right  boo.  Gentleman  whether  the  prac- 
tical result  of  these  nine  years  doing  no- 
thing since  the  Act  was  passed  is  that 
£7,000  a  year  has  been  solely  spent  op 
Protestant  pupils  ;  and  whether  it  is  not 
reasonable,  after  nine  years,  that  the  un- 
fortunate Catholics  of  Ireland  should  get 
some  share  of  it  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  I  am  afraid  I 
have  not  examined  the  question  closely 
enough  to  have  the  right  to  an  opinion  ; 
but  if  the  facts  are  as  stated,  they  would 
lead  to  the  conclusion  mentioned  by  my 
hon.  Friend. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  If  there  is  a 
proposal  to  continue  this  Act  in  the  Ex- 
piring Laws  Continuance  Act  of  this 
year  I  will  certainly  oppose  it, 

MODEL  FABMS  IN,  IKKI^AND. 
Mr.T.  M.  HEAtY  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Xieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland  (1)  if  a  Return  could 
be  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  Irish  Land  Acts  show- 
ing the  number,  area,  and  situation  of 
the  Irish  model  farms  under  the  National 
EducatioHf  Boa^rd,  the  jceat  paid  for  each 
acreably.  and  jn  •  bulk,  .the  Poor  Law 
valuation,  the  average  rates  aud.tax^s, 
the  amount  paid  for  labour  omeacb  i^xm 
annually,  tlie  nature^  of  the  soil,  the  qQst 
of  implements  and  ^quipment^  and  (im- 
provements, includiiig  .any  fine  or  price 
paid  tp  acquire  thpl^nds,  ^he. amount  pf 


stated 
in   tne  question)  worked  by  the  Com- 
missioners of    National  Education,  one 
at  Glasneviu,  Dublin,  and  the  other  in 
Cork.     The  number  in  the  year  1874  of 
model  farms  vested  in  the  National  Board 
was  21  ;  but  a  Treasury   Departmental 
Committee  of  that  year,  acting  upon  a 
previous  recommendation  of  the  Powis 
Commission,  recommended  the  abolition 
of  the  model  farms  except  the  two  re- 
ferred to,  and  this  recommendation  was 
carried  out*    The  Return  indicated  will 
be  prepared  in  respect  of  the  two  re- 
maining farms,  and  will  be  -furnished  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days.    It  is  to  be 
observed,  however,  that  the  main  object 
of   maintaining  these  farms  is    not    so 
much   to  show  the  profits  of  scientific 
agriculture  as,  with  due  regard  to  economy, 
to    train    young    men     in    the    theory 
and  practice  of  agriculture   and   young 
women  in  dairying.     These   pupils  are 
boarded  at  the  establishments,  many  of 
them  free   of  charge.     (2)  Information 
regarding  the  two  model  farms  is  pub- 
lished by  the  Commissioners  in  their  An- 
nual. Reports,  and  the  Appendix  to  these 
Annual  Reports  contains  very  full  Re- 
ports by  the  Agricultural  Superintendent. 
Possibly  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  has 
not  seen  these  latter  Reports.     (3)  The 
accounts  are  audited  by  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General.     (4)  The  ordinary 
system  of  commercial  book-keeping    is 
followed. 

•  POST  OFFICE  PATRONAGE  IN  WALES. 
.  Mr.  SPICER  (Monmouth,  &c.)  :  Ibeg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  during  the  last  two  and 
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a-half  years  14  Post  Office  officials  from 
the  North  Wales  District  have  been 
appointed  to  postmasterships,  and  during 
the  same  period  only  four  officers  from 
the  South  Wales  District  have  been 
appointed  to  similar  positions,  and  that 
the  Shrewsbury  office  alone  has  received 
more  of  these  appointments  than  all  the 
South  Wales  offices,  will  he  take  steps 
to  ensure  that  the  South  Wales  officials 
shall  receive  their  proper  share  of  these 
appointments  ;  and  will  he  issue  instruc- 
tions that  in  future  all  applications  for 
postmasterships  shall  be  sent  direct  to 
London  instead  of  being  sent  through  the 
local  officials,  and  that,  in  London,  the 
most  suitable  candidates  shall  be  selected, 
and  their  superior  officers  then  be  asked 
for  a  Special  Report  as  to  their  qualifica- 
tions, &c.,  and  thus  do  away  with  the 
habit  (which  now  largely  prevails)  of  the 
postmasters  failing  to  recommend  their 
best  clerks,  because  they  do  not  wish  to 
spare  them  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Mr.  A.  MoRLEV,  Nottingham,  £.)  : 
These  appointments  are  not  given  acr 
cording  to  districts,  and  if  one  district 
has  received  more  than  another  it  is  a 
mere  accident.  I  always  look  carefully 
into  these  cases  myself,  and  select  the 
candidate  who,  in  my  judgment,  is  the 
fittest  for  the  particular  post  to  be  filled. 
The  mode  of  procedure  suggested  is  not 
feasible,  the  information  necessary  with  a 
view  to  selection  being  only  to  be 
obtained  locally.  As  regards  the  habit 
to  which  my  hon.  Friend  refers  as 
largely  prevailing,  I  am  certainly  not 
aware  of  it ;  but,  if  he  will  send  me  any 
particulars  justifying  the  statement,  I 
will  have  inquiry  made. 

CEMETERY  CONSECRATION  IN  CARDI- 
GANSHIRB. 
Mr.  (JRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN 
(Kent,  Tunbridge) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  has  received  communi- 
cations for  two  years  past  from  the 
Vicar  of  Llanddewi-Brefi,  County  Car- 
digan, complaining  that  the  Burial 
Board  refuse  to  consecrate  a  portion  of 
the  cemetery  as  required  by  law,  although 
the  churchyard  is  filled,  and  the  Vicar 
cannot  use  the  cemetery  unless  a  portion 
is  consecrated ;  and  whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  compel  the  Burial  Board 
to  carry  out  the  law  ? 

Mr.  Spieer 


Mr.  ASQUITH  :  Yes.  The  papers 
in  the  case  are  about  to  be  sent  to  the 
Treasury  Solicitor,  to  advifie  if  any,  and 
what,  proceedings  ought  to  be  taken. 

RHUDDLAN  SCHOOL,  ST.  ASAPH. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  pressure  has 
been  put  upon  the  managers  of  Rhuddlan 
School,  near  St.  Asaph,  to  make  various 
alterations  which  will  cost  at  least  £100; 
whether  it  is  true  that  among  the  de- 
mands made  is  the  building  of  a  new 
porch  ;  whether  there  is  any  need  for 
this  ;  is  he  aware  that  the  Department 
threatened  last  February  the  withdrawal 
of  the  grant  unless  *its  demands  were 
complied  with  within  12  months,  and 
that  the  parish  is  a  poor  one,  and  there 
will  be  considerable  difficulty  in  raising 
the  money  ;  and  whether  he  will  be  pre- 
pared to  reconsider  the  demand,  and  to 
give  more  time  for  their  execution  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  Acland,  York,  W.R., 
Rotherham) :  Certain  defects,  which  in- 
clude deficient  cloakroom  accommodation, 
were  pointed  out  in  the  last  Annual 
Report  on  this  school,  and  the  managers 
were  told  that  they  should  be  remedied 
as  soon  as  possible.  But  these  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  notice  as  to  with- 
drawal of  grant,  which  was  a  first  formal 
warning  for  inefficient  instruction  under 
Article  86  of  the  Code,  and  had  no  con- 
nection with  the  buildings. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN:  Do 
I  understand  that  the  withdrawal  of  the 
grant  will  not  depend  upon  whether  the 
changes  are  made  within  12  months  from 
last  February  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND :  This  was  what  is 
called  a  first  warning  as  to  the  character 
of  the  instruction  given.  That  leads  to 
the  withdrawal  of  the  grant  in  very  few 
cases.  The  question  of  the  buildings 
will  be  considered  on  quite  a  different 
basis. 

POST  OFFICE  ENVELOPES. 
Mr.  GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  envelopes 
sold  by  the  Post  Office  with  the  2^. 
embossed  stamp  for  use  abroad  are  so 
transparent  that  every  word  of  the  letters 
which  they  contain  can  easily  be  read 
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through  them  ;  and  if  be  will  eudeavonr 
to  remedy  this  defect  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  I  have  noticed 
the  defect  meDtioned,  and  I  shall  be  glad 
to  take  steps  for  remedying  it  as  soon  as  the 
present  supply  of  envelopes  is  exhausted. 
The  hon.  Member  is  probably  aware 
that  the  object  has  been  to  make  the 
envelopes  light  in  weight,  so  as  to  leave 
as  much  as  possible  of  the  \  ouuce  for 
the  contents. 

FORT  WILLIAM  RAILWAY  STATION. 

Dr.  MACGREaOR  (Inverness- 
shire)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  West 
Highland  Railway  Company  are  con- 
structing their  station  at  Fort  William 
in  a -position  and  on  a  site  other  than 
that  which  was  originally  intended ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  serious  incon- 
venience is  caused  to  the  people  of  Fort 
WUliam  by  the  present  proceedings  of 
the  Railway  Company  ;  and  will  he  use 
his  good  offices  with  the  Company  to 
induce  them  to  erect  their  station  in  a 
more  suitable  situation  which  is  easily 
available  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  My  attention  has  been 
called  to  this  matter,  and  an  Inspecting 
Officer  of  the  Board  has  recently  visited 
the  locality.  He  is  of  opfnion  that  the 
site  originally  proposed  at  the  Fort  would 
have  been  a  better  one  than  that  which 
the  Company  have  chosen.  The  Com- 
pany urge,  however,  that  it  is  necessary 
to  have  a  pier  station  for  the  purpose  of 
bringin*;  passengers  alongside  the  boats. 
A  possible  solution  of  the  difficulty 
would  be  to  have  the  main  station  at  or 
near  the  Fort,  and  to  work  a  tramroad 
from  thence  to  the  pier.  The  Board 
will  communicate  with  the  Company  on 
the  matter. 

Dr.  MACGREGOR  :  Will  the  right 
bon.  Grentleman  see  that  the  recommen- 
dation is  carried  out  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  We  can  only  send  it 
to  the  Company. 

THE  CLANRIGARDl  RBTATE. 
Mr.  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Lord  Clanricarde  refused  to 
allow  the  evicted  tenants  to  remain  on 
the  land  attached  to  the  church,  and  by 
an  injttictlon  order  had  29  familiira  re- 

VOL.  XXVIL   [POUBTB    SXR1X8.] 


moved  on  the  1st  of  this  month  ?  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  he  used  threats  to 
those  tenants  who  were  on  their  holdings 
if  they  wottld  give  shelter  to  any  of  the 
evicted  ;  whether  a  tenant  named  Michael 
Flanery,  who  was  evicted  about  four 
years  ago,  and  who  had  recently  gone 
back  to  his  farm,  had  allowed  an  evicted . 
tenant  named  Fahy  to  occupy  an  out- 
house in  his  yard,  and,  immediately  after 
doing  so,  he  was  visited  by  the  bailiff, 
and  warned  that,  if  he  did  not  turn  Fahy 
and  his  family  out,  he  would  be  imme- 
diately served  with  a  writ  for  the  rent  of 
his  farm  during  the  years  that  the  was  out  of ' 
occupation,  and,  in  consequence  of  such 
threat,  Fahy  had  to  leave ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  Fahy  next  got  shelter  from 
a  tenant  named  Michael  Hogau,  and  the 
moment  Clanricarde  heard  of  it  the 
bailiff  visited  him,  and  threatened  to  take 
legal  proceedings  if  he  allowed  Fahy  to 
remain  in  his  house ;  and  whether  he 
will  state  how  much  it  costs  the  British 
taxpayer  to  give  Clanricarde  protection 
in  proceedings  of  this  character  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  It  is  a  fact  that 
in  January,  1892,  Lord  Clanricarde  ob- 
tained an  injunction  requiring  the  re- 
moval of  huts  from  the  chapel  grounds  at 
Looscaun.  This  injunction  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Court  of  Appeal.  Sub- 
sequently the  defendants  decided  not  to 
prosecute  the  further  appeal  which  had 
been  taken  to  the  House  of  Lords  and 
agreed  to  remove  the  huts.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  agreement  29  huts  were 
removed  early  this  month.  The  estate 
bailiff  appears  to  have  warned  some  of 
the  tenants  not  to  give  shelter  to  the 
evicted  tenants^  The  statements  in  the 
third  and  fourth  paragraphs  appear  to 
be  in  the  main  accurate,  though  I  am 
informed  the  warning  was  given  to  Hogau 
before  the  evicted  tenant  went  to  live 
with  him.  The  bailiff  got  no  protection 
when  warning  tenants  not  to  accommo- 
date the  evicted  tenants. 

Mr.  J.  DILLON  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answer  the  last  paragraph  ? 

Mft.  J.  MORLEY  :  As  the  bailiff  was 
not  under  protection  there  were  no  costs 
incurred  on  this  occasion. 

HOUSE  CONSTRUCTION  AT  HAMPSTKAD. 
Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Seci'etary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  he  is 
aWare  that  in  the  construction  of  newly- 
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built  houses  at  Frognal,  Hampstead, 
mortar  shown  by  anal jsis  to  be  composed 
of  earthj  and  organic  matters,  and  from 
which  lime  is  practical  Ij  absent,  has  been 
used,  and  that  the  external  or  enclosing 
walls  of  basements  which  abut  against 
the  earth  have  not  been  protected  by 
material  impervious  to  moisture;  and 
whether,  under  the  bye-laws  approved  by 
the  Home  Secretary  on  the  19tb  Octo- 
ber, 1891,  he  can  take  any  steps  to  pre- 
vent builders  from  constructing,  and  di»* 
trict  surveyprs  from  passing,  bouses  of  a 
similarly  defective  character  in  the 
County  of  London  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  must  refer  my 
hon.  Friend  to  the  London  County 
Council  with  regard  to  the  details  men- 
tioned in  this  question.  The  bye-laws 
referred  to  were  prepared  by  the  London 
County  Council,  and  approved  by  the 
Home  Secretary  in  October,  1S91,  but 
the  question  of  their  enforcement  is  en- 
tirely outside  my  jurisdiction. 

INSANITARY  DWELLINGS  IN  SUTHBR. 
LANDSHIRB. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  he  is  aware  that,  in  a 
case  tried  at  Dornoch,  in  December  last, 
the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the 
County  Sanitary  Inspector  of  Sutherland- 
shire,  and  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector 
of  Boss  and  Cromarty,  and  other  wit- 
nesses, concurred  in  deponing  that  the 
dwelling-house  occupied  by  Angus  Mac- 
Kay,  farm  servant,  at  Creieh  Mains, 
Sutherlandshire,  the  property  of  the  Duke 
of  Sutherland,  was,  in  September,  1893, 
by  reason  of  its  proximity  to  the  cattle 
fold  of  the  farm,  and  to  a  cesspool,  and 
on  other  grounds,  unfit  for  human  habi- 
tation ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  Mac- 
Kay  was  obliged  to  leave  the  house  and 
sue  his  employer  for  his  wages  ;  and 
that  Sheriff  Substitute  Mackenzie  decided 
in  his  favour  and  against  his  employer 
for  his  wages,  while,  on  appeal.  Sheriff 
Principal  Johnson  and  the  Judges  of  the 
Second  Division  of  the  Court  of  Session 
decided  in  favour  of  the  employer  ;  .and 
whether  he  will  introduce  a  measure  to 
protect  the  interests  of  farm  servants  and 
their  families  in  similar  cases  ? 

•The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr,  J.  B, 
Balfour,  Clackmannan,  ^c.) :  I  have 
seen  a  newspaper  repojrt  of  the  case,  and 
the  facts  are  substantially  as  stated  in 
tlxe  first  two  paragraphs  of  the  question. 


The  decision  of  the  Court  was  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  not  proved  that  the 
dwelling-house,  in  qaestiou  was  in  such 
an  insuuitary  condition  as  to  render  it 
unfit  fcHT  habitation,  and  that  consequently 
Mackay  was  not  justified  in  leaving  it, 
but  in  giving  judgment  the  Lord  Justice 
Clerk  stated  that  the  case  was  one  in- 
volving 9ome  difficulty,  although  a  aom- 
siderable  part  of  the  evidence,  particularly 
that  of  one  of  the  Sanitary  luapeciors^  was 
not  such  as  could  receive  attention.  The 
question  of  the  enforcement  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Public  Health  Acts  in 
Highland  counties  undoubtedly  involves 
serious  difficulties,  which  are  receiving 
the  attention  of  the  Local  Authorities  and 
of  the  Government. 

BUILDING   BYE-LAWS  IN  THE 
METROPOLIS. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether,  in  tlie  bye-laws  now  being 
prepared  by,  or.  for  the  approval  of,  the 
Local  Government  Board,  a  bye«Law  will 
be  inserted  to  require  builders  to  carry 
off  the  surface  w^ter  from  the  sites  of 
newly -built  dwelling-houses  in  the  County 
of  London  ? 

Mr.  SHAW-LEFEVEE  :  The  bye- 
laws  referred  to  are  probably  those  whieh 
the  County  Council  have  prepared  and 
which  are  now  being  further  considered  by 
them.  These  bye-laws  are  proposed  to  be 
made  under  Section  202  of  the  Metropolis 
Management  Act,  185o  ;  but  it  does  not 
appear  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
that  that  section  empowers  the  County 
Council  to  provide  for  the  matters 
referred  to  in  the  question. 

INEBRIATES'  RETREAT  AT  WALSALL. 
Mb.  BUCHAKAN  (Aberdeenshire, 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (1)  whether 
serious  complaints  h^^e  reached  the  Home 
Office  with  regard  to  the  management  df. 
theBetreat  for  Inebriates  at  Old  JV^rk 
Hall,  Walsall  ;  (2)  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  a  recent  case  in 
which  the  licevaee,  having  received  a' 
patient 'undcir  the  Act,  empl<^y^  him  as 
his  coachman,  and  knowingly  allowed 
him  on  several  occasions  to  put  up  hie 
horse  at  a  public-house ;  and  (3)  whe- 
ther, for  this  and  other  contrav^ytioos  of 
the  Rules  for  licensed  retreatj/issned  by 
the  Home  Office,  he  will  pyoseoute  the 
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llceasee,  or  oppose  the  renewal  of  his 
licence,  or  take  ^uch  steps  as  will  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  such  grave  irregu- 
larities io  the  future  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  The  answer  to  the 
first  two  paragraphs  is  in  the  affirma- 
tive. I  have  forwarded  the  papers  to  the 
Local  Authority,  with  whom  the  power 
of  renewing  the  licence  rests,  as  a  case 
well  descrying  their  attention, 

TRINITY   INFANTS*   SCHOOL,   DARWEN. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  (Roches- 
ter) :  I  heg  to  ask  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Educa- 
tion whether  the  Department  have  re- 
fused to  recognise  for  the  grant  half 
the  accommodation  of  Trinity  Infants* 
School,  Darwen ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  an  improvement  in  the  condemned 
room  was  made  in  1889,  and  that  the 
managers  have  received  no  complaint 
from  the  Department  since  1888  until 
1892,  and  that,  in  1893,  the  managers 
promised  to  provide  new  accommoda- 
tion; whether  the  plans  of  a  new 
school  have  been  submitted  and  ap- 
proved ;  and  whether,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  will  reconsider  the  decision 
of  the  Department  to  diminish  the  grant 
to  this  school  by  a  sum  of  £oO  ? 

Mr.  ACL  AND  :  I  have  inquired  into 
the  case,  and  I  find  the  facts  to  be  as 
stated  ;  but  Her  Majesty's  Inspector  in- 
forms me  that  at  each  of  his  visits  be- 
tween 1888  and  1882  the  unsuitability 
of  the  room  in  question,  which  is  only 
9^  ft.  high  and  badly  ventilated,  was 
mentioned  to  the  managers.  A  recent 
letter  from  the  official  correspondent  of 
the  school  (dated  July  24th)  states  that 
the  new  school  will  be  very  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  completed  by  November  next ; 
and,  on  the  andetstanding  that  the  mana- 
gers will  carry  oat  this  undertaking,  I 
will  not  enforce  the  reduction  of  the 
accommodation  during  the  current  school 
year. 

THRBATBNING  NOTICE  IN  CLARE. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY  (Antrim,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
attention  of  the  Constabulary  has  been 
called  to  a  placard,  signed  '*  vengeance,^' 
threatening  Colonel  John  O'Callaghan, 
and  waminff  the  men  of  Clare  to  beware 
of  Colonel  Jack  and  his  son,  and  advising 
them  to  boycott  their  hay  ;  whether  he  is 


aware  that  these  ^placards.  haV9  beea 
posted  near  Colonel  O'Callaghan-s  rem- 
denoe  ;  and  what  steps  have  been  taken 
to  protect  Colonel  O'Callaghau's  property 
from  injury  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  Copies  of  the 
placard  referred  to  have  been  found  by 
the  police  posted  in  various  parts  of  the 
district  and  also  close  to  the  residence  of 
Colonel  O'Callaghan.  He  has  12  men 
from  the  locality  cutting  his  meadQwsi  at 
present,  and  two  of  these  commenced 
work  since  the  posting  of  the  notices. 
Ample  protection  is  afforded  to  him  and 
his  property. 

LUNATICS  IN  BELFAST  WORKHOUSE. 

Mr.  sexton  (Kerry,  N.)  :  On  be- 
half of  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Down, 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with  refe- 
rence to  the  Report. of  Dn  Plunkett 
O'Farrell,  Inspector  of  Lunacy,  on  the 
lunatic  department  of  the  Belfast  Work* 
house,  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  Report  of  the  Sub* Commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians 
to  investigate  the  statements  made  by 
Dr.  O'Farrell ;  whether  this  Sab-Com- 
mittee have  now  practicillly  adopted  the 
Report  of  the  Inspector  as  to.  the  state  of 
the  lunatic  department,  the  necessity  for 
additional  attendanls^  the  desirability  of 
appointing  in  future  only  trained  persons- 
as  attendants,  the  improvement  of  the 
day-rooin,  and  the  removal  of  the  present 
offensive  closets  ;  and  whether,  con- 
sidering the  overcrowded  state  of  the 
place,  anything  will  be  done  to  provide 
increased  aocommodatron  in  the  interest 
of  the  afflicted  inmates  ? 

Mr,  J.  MORLEY  :  The  Guardians 
have  |irfctically  adopted  the  recommen- 
dations of  Dr.  OTarrell,  and  have  sub- 
mitted to  the  Local  Gt^remment  Board 
plans  of  extensive  additions  to  the  work- 
house for  the  actcommodatioa'  of  lunatics, 
at  an  estimated  eost  of  over  £6,000. 
These  pluns  have  been  approved  of  by 
the  Local  Government  Bokrd,  and  the 
Guardians  are  now  considering  tlie  ques- 
tion of  carrying  on  the  works. 

FEMALE  ASSISTANT  TEACHERS  IN 
IRELAND.. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  On  behalf  of  the 
hon«  Member  for  South  DowUi  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to.  the  Lord 
Lieutenant    of   Ireland  ^  wj^^e^^yhe  is 
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aware  that  female  assistant  teachers 
under  the  National  Board  in  Ireland  are 
paid  10s.  per  annum  under  third  class 
salary,  no  matter  what  their  classifica- 
tion is,  whereas  male  assistant  teachers 
are  paid  full  third  class  salary,  although 
the  former  are  quite  as  responsible  for 
the  literary  proficiency  of  their  divisions 
of  schools  as  are  the  latter,  and  are  be- 
sides solely  responsible  for  a  very 
extended  course  of  instruction  in  needle- 
work ;  whether  this  state  of  affairs  was 
aggravated  in  1892  by  disallowing  the 
female  assistants  the  20  per  cent,  on 
those  10s.  ;  what  reason  there  was  for 
first  establishing  this  difference ;  and 
whether  any  reason  now  exists  for  con- 
tinuing it ;  if  not,  Tvhether  provision  will 
be  made  to  abolish  this  anomalous 
disparity  ? 

Mr.  J.MORLEY  :  Assistant  teachers, 
males  and  females,  are  paid  fixed  salaries, 
not  class  salaries.  This  principle  was 
laid  down  by  the  Government  in  1879, 
when  they  fixed  the  salary  for  a  male 
assistant  at  £35,  and  for  a  female 
assistant  at  £27.  The  rate  of  £35  for  a 
male  assistant  happened  to  be  coincident 
with  the  third  class  salary  for  male  prin- 
cipals ;  but  that  for  female  assistants  did 
not  coincide  with  any  class  salary.  In 
some  cases,  that  is,  of  mixed  schools 
under  principal  nuile  teachers,  it  is  quite 
txue  that  the  female  assistants  have 
necessarily  the  entire  charge  of  the 
needlework.  It  is  not  so  in  schools 
where  the  principals  are  females.  The 
Education  Act  of  1892,  which  increased 
the  salaries,  distinguishes  between 
^^ class  salaries'*  and  the  ^'salaries  of 
assistant  teachers,**  in  awarding  20  per 
cent,  augmentation  of  salary  to  both. 
The  female  assistants  receive  the  full 
augmentation  of  salary  allowed  to  them 
by  the  Act — namely,  the  20  per  cent, 
added  to  the  £27  fixed  salary.  The 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  it  has  not 
hitherto  occurred  to  them  that  the  matter 
referred  to  called  for  action  on  their  part, 
and  that  as  it  would  cost  much  to  accom- 
plish, the  Treasury  would  resist  any 
change. 

THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  CYPRUS. 
Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  East- 
bourne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colodies'  whether 
the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  ht»  been  called  to  the 
JIfr*  SexioH 


Report  on  Cyprus,  issued  recently,  where 
it  IS  stated  (page  51)  by  District  Com- 
missioner at  Limassol  that  the  abolition 
of  the  post  of  Mudir  is  much  to  be 
regretted  ;  that  he  frequently  feels  the 
needs  of  such  assistance,  having  112  vil- 
lages to  communicate  with  ;  and,  further, 
he  considers  that  officials  of  this  class 
should  reside  in  the  sub-districts  of 
Limassol  and  Kilani ;  whether  any  at- 
tention will  be  paid  to  this  strong  ex- 
pression of  opinion  by  the  District  Com- 
missioner ;  and  whether  his  observations 
on  the  discontent  of  the  Muktars  at  their 
insufficient  remuneration,  and  his  previous 
Report  on  the  subject,  will  lead  to  their 
grievances  being  redressed  as  far  as 
possible  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES 
(Mr.  S.  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets, 
Poplar)  :  Mr.  Michell's  complaint  that 
he  has  not  as  much  assistance  as  he 
considers  that  he  ought  to  have  has 
been  noted.  But  this  is  a  not  infrequent 
complaint  on  the  part  of  public  servants ; 
and  it  is  one  upon  which  the  Government 
must  reserve  its  liberty  of  action  to  deal 
with  according  to  the  merits  of  the  case 
and  the  means  at  its  disposal.  As 
regards  the  village  Muchtars,  of  whom 
there  are  probably  800  or  900  in  the 
Island,  their  position  and  rights  had 
been  recently  regulated  by  a  law  of  the 
Local  Legislature,  and  I  cannot  say 
whether  anything  can  be  done  to  meet 
their  alleged  grievances  ;  but  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  will  ask  the  High  Commis- 
sioner for  a  Report  on  the  passage  in 
Mr.  Micheirs  Report  to  which  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  has  called  attention. 

CAPS  ANDREA. 
Admiral  FIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  Report 
on  Cyprus  recently  issued  (page  49) 
by  District  Commissioner  at  Famagusta 
relative  to  the  Lights  on  the  Island,  in 
which  the  Commissioner  states  that  an 
additional  light, is  sorely  needed  at  Cape 
Andrea,  the  northernmost  point  in  the 
island,  and  he  hoped  before  long  ships 
will  be  provided  with  this  means  of  pro- 
tection from  this  exposed  and  dangerous 
spot ;  and  whether  any  steps  have  been 
taken  to  supply  the  deficiency  com- 
plained of  ? 
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Kn.  BBYCE  :  Tea,  Sir ;  I  have  seen 
the  ^^t  referred  t<K  The  lightii^  of 
thc^^Ml  of  Cyprus  is  ondertaken  not  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  but  bj  and  at  the 
expense  of  the  Cyprus  Government. 
The  Board  have  ah^^y  advised  in  the 
matter  of  the  existing  lights  on  the  l8«- 
land,  and,  when  appli^  to,  will  advise  in 
the  matter  of  any  future  light. 

Admiral  FIELD  :  Is  the  right  lion. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  are  responsible  for  Indian  and 
Colonial  lights  ?  Will  he  indicate  his 
opinion  to  the  Governor  of  the  Island 
4bat  a  light  is  needed  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  thought  they  were 
hardly  entitled  to  obtrude  their  opinion 
on  the  subject  unless  they  were  asked  for 
it.  No  doubt  the  Cyprus  Government 
would  consider  the  Report. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Are  not 
the  Board  of  Trade  responsible  for  the 
lights  at  Sombrero  Island  and  the 
Bahamas  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE:  That  is  a  different 
matter  altogether.  The  position  of 
Cjrprus  is  a  very  peculiar  one. 

ANDBRBY  CHURCH  SCHOOL,  LINCOLN- 
SHIRE. 

Mr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University)  ; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Couboil  on  Education 
whether  there  is  at  Anderby  Church 
School,  Lincolnshire,  a  porch  which  is 
used  as  a^ cloakroom  ;  whether,  neverthe- 
less, the  Department  have  ordered  an 
additional  porch  and  cloakroom,  either 
separate  or  combined ;  whether  the  ex- 
isting porch  measures  7^  feet  by  ol^ 
feet ;  and  whether  that  is  sufficient  for  a 
school  with  an  average  attendance  of  36  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND  :  The  existing  porch 
at  this  school  measures  7^  feet  by  4^ 
feet,  and  was  considered  by  Her 
Majesty's  Inspector  to  be  insufficient. 
The  managers  have  submitted  plans  for 
a  new  porch  and  cloakroom  combined, 
which  are  now  under  consideration.  The 
present  porch  seems  hardly  large  enough 
for  a  cloakroom,  even  for  so  small  a 
school,  but  if  the  managers  press  to  be 
allowed  to  retain  it  unaltered  I  will  con- 
sider the  matter  further. 

SALMON    FISHING    PROSBCUTIONS   AT 
OBAN. 
Sir  D.  MACPARLANE  (Argyll)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 


his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  case 
of  Colin  Carmichael,  Colin  M'Intyre, 
John  Mackenzie,  and  Donald  M'Tavish, 
of  Oban,  who  were  tried  on  the  1st  of 
August,  1893,  on  a  charge  of  fishing  for 
salmon,  and  lined  £3  8s.  9d.  each,  in- 
cluding costs,  or  14  days^  imprisonment ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Mackenzie  and 
M'Tavieh  paid  their  fines^ ;  that  M'Intyre 
and  Carmichael,  being  unable  to  do  so, 
offered  themselves  at  the  expiry  of  14 
days  to  undergo  the  alternative  of  im- 
prisonment; aud  that  the  sentence  of 
imprisonment  was  held  over  these  two 
men  until  the  end  of  June  this  year, 
when  they  were  suddenly  apprehended 
and  put  in  prison ;  and  whether  it  is 
lawful  or  according  to  practice  to  keep  a 
sentence  of  this  kind  hanging  oyer  men 
for  near  I V  ft  year  ? 

Mr.  J'.  B.  BALFOUR  :  My  informa- 
tion is  that  Mackenzie  and  M'Tavish  paid 
their  tines,  aud  that  M'Intyre  and  Car- 
michael failed  to  do  so,  but  that  in  the 
course  of  last  winter  they  offered  to 
undergo  the  sentence  of  imprisonment,  to 
which  the  Governor  of  the  gaol  declined 
to  give  effect,  as  he  had  no  warrant. 
They  were  recently  apprehended  and 
lodged  in  prison.  The  course  which  has 
been  taken  is  certainly  very  unusual,  and 
I  have  communicated  with  the  Clerk  to 
the  District  Board  to  ask  for  further  ex- 
planation. I  may  remind  my  hon. 
Friend  that  prosecutions  of  this  kind  do 
not  proceed  at  the  instance  of  the 
Crown. 

LQCH  TARBERT  FISHERIES. 
Sir  D.  MACFARLANE  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate,  if  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  refusal  of  Mr. 
Campbell,  of  Jura,  to  allow  fishermen  to 
land  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Tarbert, 
Jura,  material  for  the  curing  of  fish,  and 
thus  practically  prohibit  the  fishing  in- 
dustry in  that  neighbourhood  ;  and  if 
landed  proprietors  are  entitled  to  refuse 
the  use  of  the  foreshores  to  fishermen  and 
fish  curers  ? 
♦Mr.  J.  B.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
further  information  in  regard  to  the  facts 
than  is  conveyed  in  the  question,  but  I 
may  say  that  fishermen  have  by  statute 
a  right  to  use  any  land  adjoining  the 
sea  shore,  which  may  be  at  the  time 
waste  and  uncultivated,  for  purposes  in- 
cidental to  the  conduct  of  their  enter- 
prise. 
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Sir  D.  MACFARLANE  ^sM  if  a 
proprietor  was  not  liable  to  a  penalf^  of 
£100  for  refusiDg  pennissioD  to  the 
fishermen  ? 

Mb.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  not 
aware  of  thM. 

THE  COREAN  DIFFICULTY. 
Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield,  Ecclesall)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  anj  reply  has  been 
received  from  the  Governments  of  China 
and  Japan  to  the  oflfer  of  mediation  made 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government ;  and 
whether  he  can  give  the  Honse  any 
information  as  to  the  alleged  outbreak  of 
hostilities  ? 

Sir  E.  grey  :  No  offer  of  mediation 
has  been  made,  but  Her  Majesty^s  Go- 
vernment have,  in  concert  with  other 
Powers,  given  friendly  advice  both  at 
Pekin  and  Tokio  in  the  interests  of  peace. 
We  have  not  heard  that  war  has  been 
declared  ;  but  some  Japanese  war  vessels 
have  captured  a  Chinese  vessel  and  suuk 
a  transport.  Acco^ints  as  to  the  origin 
of  this  encounter  are  conflicting. 

THE  REGISTRATION  OF  CYCLES. 
Mr.  GfBSON  BOWLES  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
cases  of  accident  in  public  thoroughfares, 
in  which  persons  riding  bicycles  and  tri- 
cycles are  concerned,  such  persons  fre- 
quently give  a  false  name  and  address  ; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  Ihe  pro- 
priety of  taking  such  measures  as  may 
be  open  to  him  to  cause  all  bicycles  and 
tricycles  to  be  registered  and  numbered 
in  such  a  way  and  under  such  conditions 
as  would  ensure  the  identification  of  their 
owners,  either  by  such  a  system  as  is 
now  applied  to  hackney  carriages,  or 
otherwise  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  1  have  no  doubt 
that  false  names  and  addresses  are  some- 
times given  by  persona  riding  bicycles 
and  tricycles.  I  have  before  stated  that 
the  proposal  to  number  cycles,  with  a 
view  to  their  easy  identification,  is  worthy 
of  consideration;  but  from  the  growing 
number  of  ^this  class  of  vehicle,  and  the 
rapidity  With  which  they  change  hands, 
the  question  is  surrounded  with  practical 
difficulties. 


.  O'KEEFFE  <titnerick)  :  f|^  to 
be  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Bord 


LORD  Ll£nT£}NAN(fY:Or  LtltBRIOK. 

Mr. 

ask   the    _ 

Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  ne  can  state  at 
what  time  the  appointment  to  the  vacant 
position  of  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Custos 
Rotulornm  for  Limerick  will  be  an- 
nounced ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  hope  that  it  will 
be  announced  very  shortly. 

WAGES  IN  GOVERNMENT 
DOCKYARDS. 

Sir  G.  BADEN-POWELL  (Liver- 
pool, Kirkdale)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Civil 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in  regard  to  the 
new  Regulations  for  work  and  wages  iu 
the  Government  Dockyards,  whether  tbe 
Government  has  entered  inlfo  an  agree- 
ment, virtual  or  actvai,  that,  ia  the  case 
of  day  work  rates,  no  person  is  to  receive 
a  less  sum  iu  wi^es  for  the  reduced  48- 
hour  week  than  was  formerly  paid  for 
the  50  or  ol-hour  week ;  whether  this 
standard  of  ''  what  was  formerly  paid '' 
is  definitely  adopted,  as  minimum  rate  of 
wages  ;  and  whether  this  standard  is  to 
be  maintained  without  reference  to  the 
current  rate  of  wages  paid  in  such  em- 
ployments should  that  rate  fall  .below 
this  standard  ? 

Thb  civil  lord  op  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  B.  RoBBRTSON,  Dundee)  : 
(] .)  The  Admiralty  Instructions  issaed 
in  the  dockyards  are —  « 

**  In  the  case  of  all  men  and  women  paid  on 
day  pay  rates  no  person  is  to  receive  lees  money 
for  working  48  hours  per  week  than  for  working 
(as  heretofoi*e)  a  mean  of  bO\  and  51  hours 
respectively." 

(2.)  The  standard  weekly  wage  formerly 
paid  to  each  man  before  the  48-hours 
working  week  was  introduced  has  been 
adopted  as  a  minimum  rate  of  wages. 
(3.)  The  standard  of  wages  in  the  Go- 
vernment Dockyards  is  maintained  at  the 
same  authorised  rate,  irrespective  of  any 
fall  in  the  rate  of  wages  in  the  private 
trade. 

ZOBEHR  PASHA. 
Sia  G.  BADEN-POWELL  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is  aware  of 
the  claims  of  Zobehr  Pasha  for  com- 
pensation in  regard  to  property  in  ter- 
ritories, rights  over  which  have  now  been 
ceded  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
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*  the  Congo  Treotj  ;  whether  such  eom* 
.  pensatioii  wm  speoifically  promised  l)y 
(he  Jiite  Geoeral  Oordon,  with  the  koow- 
iedge  of  Lord  Cromer,  oo  conditioo  tbut 
Zobehr  Pasha  was  proved  not  to  have 
written  a  certain  letter  then  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Groyemmeot ;  whether  these 
claims  have  ever  heen  fully  investigated 
and  reported  upon  by  the  judicial  adviser 
of  the  Egyptian  Government ;  and  whe- 
ther Her  Majesty's  Government  will  un- 
dertake that  an  independent  judicial 
Commission  shall  issUe  to  investigate  and 
itetermine  these  claims,  and  thus  carry 
out  the  undertaking  entered  Into  by  the 
late  General  Gonlon  ? 

^SiR  £.  GREY :  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment are  not  aware  of  Zobehr  Pasha' 
haying  any  claims  in  regard  to  territories 
affected  by  the  Agreement  of  May  12 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  King  of 
the'Belgians,  as  Sovereign  of  the  Congo 
State.  As  regards  Zobehr*s  claim  to 
compensation  for  property  which  was 
confiscated  by  the  Egyptian  Government 
15  years  ago.  General  Gordon  did  nn- 
:  dertake  to  recommend  that  be  should  be 
compensated  if  it  were  proved  that  a 
certain  letter,  of  which  General  Gordon 
had  seen  the  original  and  retained  copies, 
did  not  exist,  and  that  his  property  had 
been  unjustifiably  confiscated.  The 
Beport  of  the  interview  at  which  this 
statement  was  made,  which  took  place 
in  Lord  Crpmer's  presence,  will  be  found 
in  Egypt,  No.  12, 1884,  pages  40  and  41. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  are  not  aware 
whether  these  claims  have  been  xeferred 
to  the  Judicial  Advisers  of  the  Egyptian 
Government,  but  they  see  no  ground  for 
their  interference  in  respect  of  these 
claims  of  Zobehr  Pasha,  an  Egyptian 
subject,  against  the  Government. 

THE  EXPLOSION  IN  THE  SOLENT. 

Sir  G.  BADEN-POWELL  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  in  reference  to  the 
recent  explosion  on  the  Brambles,  which 
caused  such  a  lamentable  loss  of  eight 
^.  lives  among  the  Cowes  Trinity  House 
employiM^  whether  it  is  the  general 
practice  of  the  Trinity  House  still  to  use 
time  fuses  in  the  removal  of  wrecks  by 
means  of  explosives  instead  of  electric 
firing  ;  what  is  the  oertified  training  in 
dealing  with  explosives  required  in  the 
auperintending  officials ;  and  what  will 


bo  the  chttraoter  of  the  inquiry  4nto  this 
disaster? 

Mb.  A8QUITH:  Cdonek  FonI,  one 
of  Her  Majesty*s  Inspectors  of  Explo- 
sives, by  my  direction,  is  at  present  con- 
dacling  an  inquiry,  under  the  Explosives 
Act,  into  all  the  circumstances  attending 
this  accident.  The  question  of  the  kind 
of  fuse  employed  and  the  competency  of 
those  superintending  the  operations  will 
form  part  of  the  inquiry,  and  as  soon  as 
the  Beport  is  completed  it  will,  as  is 
usual  in  such  cases,  be  laid  before  Pariia- 
ment  without  delay. 

BAR  PRACTICE  AT  QUARTER  SESSIONS. 

Mr.  weir  :  On  behalf  of  the  bon. 
Member  for  Peterborough,  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment whether  there  is  any  Rule  to 
prevent  barristers  whose  fathers  are 
Chairmen  of  Quarter  Sessions  practising 
at  such  Sessions  ?    . 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  such  Rule  which  prevents  barristers 
from  practising  before  their  fathers. 

LEIGHLINBRIDGB  (COUNTY  CARLOW) 
NATIONAL  SCHOOL. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Dublin,  College 
Green)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lorcl  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  will  grant  the  Return  asked 
for  in  Notice  of  Motion  this  day,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Leighllnbridge  (County 
Carlow)  Female  National  School  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  this  Return. 

Mr.  T.  M.HKALY  :  Is  it  proposed 
to  give  in  this  Return  as  a  State  Paper 
the  '^  Report  of  the  National  Teachers* 
(Ireland)  Organisation  on  the  dismissal  of 
the  female  teachers  of  the  Leighllnbridge 
National  School "  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  this  Return 
was  a  matter  which  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  thought  in  their 
judgment  should  be  granted,  and  they 
thought  the  head  in  the  Return  referred 
to ^  was  quite  fair  to  be  included. 

WAGES  AT  THE  ROYAL  VICTORIA 
YARD  AT  DEPTFORD. 

Mr.  fisher  (Fttlham)  :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Deptford,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Ci^  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  coopers  employed  under  the 
Admiralty,    particularly    those    in     the 
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Bojal  Vietoria  Yard  at  Deplford,  hav^ 
as  the  result  of  a  Memorial  requesting  an 
increase  of  wages,  been  paid  fiiuee  ^6th 
March  last  until  Friday  20tb  Julj  at  the 
rate  of  5s.  a  day  for  day-work  instead  of 
4s.  4d.f  the  rate  .previous  to  their 
Memorial;  aud  whether  orders  have 
lately  been  issued  that  thene  men's  pay  be 
at  once  reduce^l  to  the  former  rate  of 
4s.  4d. ;  if  so,  for  what  reason  has  any 
change  been  made  ? 

Mr.  £.  ROBERTSON  :  The  large 
majority  of  the  coopers,  aitbough  only 
receiving  4s.  4d.  a  day  substantive  pay, 
are  in  receipt  of  pay  for  piece-work,  earn- 
ing up  to  42s.  a  week,  but  the  rate  of 
pay  on  which  their  pensions  had  been 
calculated  was  4s.  4d.  a  day,  or  26s.  a 
week.  The  Treasury  have  lately  con- 
sented to  this  rate  being  raised  for  pension 
purposes  to  30s.  a  week  in  the  case  of 
men  earning  an  average  of  that  amount. 
A  misunderstanding  arose  in  communi- 
cating this  decision  to  the  Yard,  who 
have  actually  paid  the  men  ds.  a  day  for 
those  days  on  which  they  were  not  work- 
ing piece-work.  It  has  been  necessary  to 
correct  this  mistake. 

EBLIGIOtJS  INTOLBRANCB  IN  HYDB 

PARK. 
Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  attacks 
make  in  Hyde  Park  on  Mr.  Job  Williams, 
on  Thursday  night  the  26th  instant,  by 
Roman  Catholic  mobs,  in  consequence  of 
his  utterances  concerning  Roman  Catho- 
licism ;  and  whether  freedom  of  speech, 
which  is  extended  there  to  the  expression 
of  all  manner  of  opinions,  will  also  be 
secured  to  those  who  deal  with  questions 
of  a  controversial  character  affecting  the 
doctrines  and  principles  of  the  Reforma- 
tion ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  For  some  two  or 
three  weeks  ago  Mr.  Williams  has  held 
meetings  in  Hyde  Park,  in  which  he 
denounces  in  strong  language  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion.  At  the  same  time, 
another  gentleman  has  spoken  at  another 
meeting  and  denounced  the  Protestant 
religion.  [Mr.  W.  John'stox  :  That  is 
only  fair,]  Mr.  Williams app^rs  to  have 
commenced  the  controversy  aud  to  have 
useil  f«trong  language,  and  it  became 
necesHary  for  the  police  to  interfere  in 
order  to  prevent  violence.     As  far  as  the 

Jfr.  Fisher 


Regulations  of  the  park  with  ref^au^  to 
public  meetings  are  ooncerned,  freedom 
of  speech  will  be  seenred  'as  far  aa 
possible. 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON :  Have  any 
attaoks  been  made  upon  the  speakers 
who  have  denounced  Protestantism  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

NAVAL  SERVICE  ON  THE  AUSTRALIAN 
STATION. 

Mr.  GOURLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  if  he  is  awye 
that  considerable  anonymous  discontent 
exists  among  the  crews  of  the  Cura^oOy 
Rapidy  and  Lizard^  in  conseq^uence  of 
their  being  eompulsorily  detained  on  the 
Australian  Station  beyond  the  usual 
period;  whether  the  Admuttlty  have 
received  any  information  that  one  of  the 
vessels,  the  Curagoa,  is  in  an  unsea* 
worthy  condition,  and  must  be  docked 
before  returning  home;  and  will  he 
state  when  these  ships  were  last  docked, 
and  the  tenonr  of  the  Report  as  to  therr 
condition  in  hnllsand  machinery  ? 

Sir  U.  KA Y-SHUTTLEWORTH  : 
^'  Anonymous  discontent  **  seems  a  some- 
what nebulous  phrase.  But  if  anonymous 
letters  have  reached  my  hon.  Friend,  I 
would  suggest  to  him  that  it  is  not 
desirable  in  the  best  Interests  of  our  Navy 
to  give  public  currency  to  such  unvouched 
complaints,  of  which,  obviously,  the 
Admiralty  can  take  no  notice.  No 
reason  exists  for  any  discontent,  as  I 
showed  by  the  answer  which  I  gave  on 
June  1  to  a  question  on  the  same  subject 
from  my  hon.  Friend.  The  Cura^oa  is 
in  a  seaworthy  condition,  otherwise  she 
would  not  have  been  retained  on  the 
station.  She  and  the  Lizard  were  last 
docked  in  November,  1898  ;  the  Rapid 
in  November,  1892.  They  are  all 
sheathed  vessels.  Their  hulls  and 
machinery  have  all  been  reported  in 
good  condition. 

THE  VENTILATION  OF  THE  HOUSES  OF 
PARLIAMENT. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  if  he  will  state 
whether  the  gases  from  the  drainage  of 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  are  still 
liberated  into  the  upcast  shaft  which 
ventilates  the  Chamber,  notwithstanding 
the  alterations  and  improvements  which 
were  made  consequent   upon  the   1891 
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Repbrt ;  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  tbo  eyidence  of  Mr.  John 
Taylor,  Surveyor  to  the  Office  of  Works, 
before  the  Select  Committee  on  Honse  of 
Commons  (Ventilation),  1*891,  In  which 
he  stated  that  there  might  sometimes  be 
a  back  draught,  and  sewer  gas  would 
then  come  down  the  shaft,  and  that  there 
are  occasions  when  the  current  is  distinctly 
downwards  In  a  shaft ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  vitiate«l  air  from  the  build- 
ing generally  and  sewer  gas  in  the  upcast 
shaft  has,  under  certain  conditions,  a  ten* 
dency  to  enter  the  Chamber,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  health  of  the  Members  and 
the  officials ;  and  whether  steps  will  be 
taken  to  remedy  this  serious  state  of 
matters  during  the  Recess  ? 

♦The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  H.  Gladstone,  Leeds, 
W.)  :  It  is  a  fact  that  vitiated  air  from 
a  part  of  the  drainage  system  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  is  liberated  into 
the  upcast  shaft  which  draws  off  the 
foul  air  from  this  Chamber.  But  since 
the  recent  remodelling  of  the  drainage 
the  furnaces  in  the  exhaust  shafts  are  kept 
burning  day  and  night  throughout  the 
year,  maintaining  a  constant  and  power- 
ful upward  current.  There  is  now, 
therefore,  no  tendency  whatever  for  any 
vitiated  air  or  sewer  gas  to  enter  the 
Chamber  from  the  upcast  shaft  in  any 
state  of  the  atmosphere.  Mr.  Taylor 
explains  to  me  that  his  evidence  in  1891 
had  reference  only  to  what  might  occur 
in  a  shaft  in  which  an  upward  current  is 
not  constantly  maintained  by  artificial 
means. 

PROSECUTIONS  FOR  DRUNKENNESS  AT 
BOYLE. 
Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  be  is 
aware  that  it  is  the  practice  of  the  police 
in  the  township  of  Boyle  to  prosecute 
in  the  Petty  Sessions  Court  persons  guilty 
within  the  township  of  drunkenness  and 
otheroffences  against  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment (Ireland)  Acts,  but  whose  places  of 
residence  are  outside  the  town  ;  and  whe- 
ther, as  the  fines  go  to  relieve  the  town 
rates  when  the  prosecutions  are  brought 
in  the  Town  Court,  he  will  direct  the 
Constabulary  to  bring  cases  of  this  nature 
in  the  Borough  Court,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  "  The  Towns  Improve- 
ment (Ireland)  Act,  1854"  ? 


Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  The  rule  is  that 
in  cases  where  the  offender  lives  outside 
the  town,  or  the  address  is  unknown,  the 
police  prosecute  in  their  own  name  be- 
fore the  Magistrates  in  Petty  Sessions, 
and  not  in  the  Town  Court.  All  other 
offences  are  tried  before  the  Town  Court. 
This  rale  operates  generally  throughout 
Ireland,  and  I  am  advised  that  it  should 
not  be  altered. 

NEW  LONDONDERRY  ASYLUM. 
Sir  T.  lea  (Londonderry,  S.)  :  I 
beg  U>  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  IreUind  (1)  whether 
the  Committee  from  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol, when  visiting  the  sites  at  Dungiven 
and  Derry  for  the  proposed  new  asylum, 
did  on  that  occasion  inspect  the  site 
offered  at  Coleraine  ;  and,  if  not,  will  he 
explain  why  ;  (2)  if  the  site  at  Coleraine 
has  been  recommended  as  the  most  suit- 
able by  eeveral  representative  bodies  in 
the  county  as  the  most  central  in  County 
Londonderry  ;  (3)  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Grand  Jury  and  other  bodies  in 
the  county  are  nearly  unanimous  in  their 
opposition  to  the  site  proposed  at  Gran- 
shaw  ;  (4)  and  if,  under  these  circum- 
stances, the  Board  of  Control  will  hold  a 
public  inquiry  into  the  matter  before 
deciding  where  the  asylum  should  be 
built  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  The  Board  of 
Control  is  making  careful  inquiry  rela- 
tive to  the  sites  offered  for  the  new 
asylum.  The  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Board  to  visit  sites  inspected  only 
that  which  had  been  recommended  by 
the  Board  of  Governors  at  Granshaw, 
and  those  at  Dungiven  anc/Limavady, 
which  had  been  brought  under  their 
notice  by  persons  interested'  in  those 
localities.  (2)  No  site  at  Coleraine  was 
recommended  as  the  most  suitable  and 
central  in  the  County  Londonderry,  but 
if  the  inquiry  which  is  being  made  as  to 
the  most  convenient  and  suitable  position 
for  an  asylum  for  the  district  renders  it 
desirable  an  inspection  will  be  made  of 
the  site  offered  near  that  town.  (3)  The 
Board  has  not  been  informed  that  the 
Grand  Jury  and  other  bodies  in  the 
county  are  nearly  unanimous  in  their 
opposition  to  the  site  proposed  at  Gran- 
shaw. (4)  The  Board  does  not  consider 
it  will  be  necessary  to  hold  a  public  in- 
quiry into  the  matter,  but  will  give  any 
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representation  made  to  it  pa  the,  subject 
the  most  careful  consideration. 


THE  GUBKRNADOR  BXPLOSIOK. 
SirE.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  2  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Brazilian 
Government  have  given  any  compensa- 
tion for  the  death  of  the  three  British 
naval  officers  who  were  killed  in  Septem* 
ber,  1893,  by  the  explosion  on  Guber^ 
nador  Island  ? 

•Sir  E.  grey  :  The  Brazilian  Go- 
vernment have  not  given  any  compensa- 
tion for  the  death  of  the  three  officers 
referred  to.  It  is  impossible  to  deal 
with  this  claim  until  the  cause  of  the 
explosion  is  known,  and  we  are  still 
waiting  for  a  Report  of  what  can  be 
ascertained. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  : 
Have  the  British  Government  asked  for 
compensation  ? 

•Sir  E.  grey  :  We  inquired  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  explosion,  and  were  told 
that  it  was  an  accident.  Unless  other  in- 
formation is  obtained,  we  cannot  claim 
compensation. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Derby): 
I  beg  to  give  notice  that  to-morrow  I 
will  move  a  Resolution  with  the  view  of 
expediting  the  proceedings  on  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Bill.  The  terms  of  the  Resolu- 
tion I  will  lay  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
in  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  so  that 
hon.  Members  will  be  able  to  make  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  details  of  its 
terms. 

Mr.  THORNTON  (Clapham):  Will 
the  House  sit  on  Monday  next  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  I  am  afraid 
we  cannot  take  Bank  Holidays  vet. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  (Kent,  Thanet) : 
Will  the  Resolution  be  the  first  business, 
and  will  the  Reporton  theVote  on  Account 
follow  it  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  Yes. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  (Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
ford)  :  I  would  remind  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  that  on  the  last  occasion 
when  a  Vote  on  Account  was  taken,  the 
Debate  was  brought  to  a  close  by  the 
application  of  the  Closure  when  an 
Amendment,  practically  amounting  to  a 
Vote  of  Censure  on  one  of  the  Ministers, 
was  about  to  be  brought  on,  and  I  would 
Mr.  J.  Morley 
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ask  whether,  if  the  occasion  sbould  arise 
to-day,  av  opportunity  will  be  given  to 
Members  of  the  Opposition  for  bringing 
forward  such  a  Motion  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  If  there  is  to 
be  a  Vote  of  Censure  on  the  Government, 
it  can  be  put  early,  so  that  the  decision 
of  the  House  may  be  taken  upon  it. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  In  the  event  of  the 
Motion  for  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  given  notice  taking  up  a 
large  part  of  the  time  of  the  House,  and 
probably  occupying  the  greater  part  of 
to-morrow,  will  adequate  time  be  given 
for  the  discussion  of  the  Report  stage  of 
the  Vote  on  Account  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  am  notable 
to  give  more  time  to*morrow  than  will  be 
available  on  that  day,  because  the  Re- 
port stage  must  be  concluded  te-morrow 
in  order  that  Her  Majesty's  consent  to  it 
may  be  obtained  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  : 
May  I  ask  when  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  go  on  with  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Bill  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT :  Immediately 
after  the  Vote  on  Account — on  Wednes- 
day. 

MO TI ON 


—    ^ 


KATIONAI.       EDUCATION       (IRELAND) 
(LBIGHLINBRIDGE  FEMALE  SCHOOL). 

MOTION   FOR  A   RETURN. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Dublin,  College  Green) 
moved  for  copies  of  the  following 
Papers  : — 

"(a)  Report  of  the  National  Teacherg*  (Ire- 
land) Organisation  on  the  dismissal  of  the 
female  teacher  of  the  Leighlinbridge  (County 
Carlow)  National  School ; 

(b)  Copy  of  Complaint  which  the  manager 
of  said  scnool,  the  Rev.  J.  Connolly,  P.P.,  made 
to  the  Commissioners  of  National  Education 
(Ireland)  on  publication  of  said  Reports  f 

(c)  Copy  of  Communication  addressed  by  the 
secretaries  of  the  National  Boaid  to  the  school 
managers  of  the  three  teachers  whose  conduct 
was  complained  of ; 

(d)  Copies  of  the  Explanations  offereil  by 
those  teachers,  and  also  of  the  Communications 
from  their  managers  on  the  same  subject ;  and 

(e)  Minute  of  the  Action  taken  by  the  Board 
in  regard  to  those  teachers,  with  the  date  on 
which  the  cases  were  decided." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  ob- 
jected that  some  of  the  information  pro- 
posed to  be  included  in  the  Betam  was 
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non-offipial,  and  b^  thought  that  an  ^op- 
portunity should  be  g(ven  to  the  other 
side  to  9tate  their  case* 


Dr.  KENNY  aaid»  be  could  not 
uadersti^nd  the  opposition.  The  Nati^mai 
Board  was  qnijte  willing  to  grant  the 
Return.  The  only  reason  could  he  to 
exclude  some  portion  of  light  upon  a 
matter  whiQh  had  caused  a  great  deal  of 
anxiety  to  persons  solicitous  for  the  well- 
being  of  a  large  class  of  Her  Mi^esty's 
subjects* 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  was  informed  at 
first  there  was  some  objection  to  a  por« 
tionof  thicj  Return,  and  in  consequence  of 
that  I  intended  to  take  into  consideration 
the  granting  it.  But  I  have  since  learned 
that  the  objection  locally  is  not  a  strong 
one,  and,  therefore,  I  have  agreed  to  the 
Return. 

Motion  agreed  to, 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 


SUPPLY— COMBtlTTEB. 

Supply, — considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Co^mmittee.) 

CIVIL  SBRVICEa'  AND    RBVENUE 
DEPARTMEyTS,  1894-6. 

Third  Vote  on  Account. 

Motion  made,/iBiud  Question  proposed, 

'*  That  a  further  «um,  not  exceeding 
£3,583,150,  be  grknted  to  Her  Majesty,  on 
account,  for  or  towards  defraying  the  Charges 
for  the  following/  Ciril  Service  and  Revenue 
Departments  for  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst 
day  of  March,  18id5,  namely  :— 

CWIL  SERVICES. 

r    Class  I. 

Harbours,  &c.,  /under  Board  of  Trade,  £ 

and  Lighthduses  Abroad        -        -  3,000 

Peterhead  Hai^nr  .       -       ^        .  3,000 

Bates  on  Qovfjmment  Property.        •  10,000 

Public  WorU  and  Buildings,  Ireland  20,000 

Railways,  Ireland     ..        -        -        -  20,000 

\      Class  II. 

United  Kinfgdom  and  Ireland- 
House  of  Lortls,  Offices      -        -        -         7.000 
House  of  Coihmons,  Offices       -        -         7,000 
Treasury   anti   Subordtnatc  Depart- 
ments   -        -        -        •    ,   -        -       10,000 
Home  Office  and  fjubordinate  Depart- 
ments   -        -     ,  -        -        -        -       10,000 
Foreign  Office  -     ,  .        -        •       -        7,000 
Colonial  Office  *     >  •        .        .        •         5,000 
Privy  Council  Office  and  Subordinate 
Departments-        .       «       .       .         1,000 


in 


Board  of  Trade  and  Subordinate  De 
partments      •       -       '  i\   ' 

Mercantile  Marine  Fund,  €Frant 
Aid       •        -    ,    -       -       .- 

Bank^ptcy  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Trade        i       -       •    t  - 

Board  pf  Agriculture - 

Charity  Commission.- 

Civil  Service  CommiBsion  - 

Exchequer  and  Audit  Department 

Friendly  Societies,  Registry 

Local  Government  Board  - 

Lunacy  Commission  -       -        - 

Mint  (including  Coinage)  - 

National  Debt  Office 

Public  Record  Office 

Public  Works  Loan  Commission 

Registrar  Oeneral*8  Office  - 

Stationery  Offioo  ahd  Printing  - 

Woods,  Forests,  &c.,  Office  of     - 

Works  and  Public  Buildings,  Office  of 

Secret  tiJervice   -       -       - 


Scotland- 
Secretary  for  Scotland 
Fishery  Board  .        -        -        - 
Lunacy  Commission  -        -        - 
Registrar  General's  Office  - 
Board  of  Supervision 

Ireland — 
Lord  Lieutenant's  Household   - 
Charitable  Donations  and   Bequests 

Office 

Local  Government  Board  - 
Public  Record  Office 
Public  Works  Office  - 
Registrar  General's  Office  - 
Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey 

Class  III. 

United  Kingdom  and  England  :— 

Law  Charges  .... 
Miscellaneous  Legal  Expenses  - 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  - 
Land  Registry  -  -  -  - 
County  Courts  -  -  -  - 
Police  Courts    (London  and  Sheer- 

ness)      .        -       .        -        - 
Police,  England  and  Wales 
Prisons,  England  and  the  Colonies 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools, 

Great  Britain 
Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum 

Scotland : — 
Law  Charges  and  Courts  of  Law- 
Register  House,  Edinburgh 
Crofters  Commission 
Prisons,  Scotland       -        -        - 

Ireland — 
Law  Charges  and  Criminal  Prosecu 

tions       -        -  .     - 
Supreme  Court  of   Judicature,    and 

other  Legal  Departments 
Land  Commission      ... 
County  Court  Officers,  &c. 
Dublin  Metropolitan  Police,  &c. 
Constabulary     .        -        -        - 
Prisons,  Ireland         ... 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 
Dundrum  Criminal  Luoatic  Asylum 
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20,000 
15,000 


8,000 
4,000 
4,000 
4,000 
1,300 
20,000 
600 


\ 


2,000 
2,000 
1,000 
3,000 
80,000 
2,000 
7,000 


1,000 

4,000 

500 

500 

1,000 

500 

200 
25,000 

500 
3,000 
2,000 


12,000 
3,000 

30,000 
1,000 
2,000 

1,000 

5,000 

60,000 


4,000 


10,000 
3,500 
1,000 

10,000 


6,000 

12,000 
10,000 
16,000 
10,000 
150,000 
15,000^ 
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Class  IV, 
United  Kingdom  and  England — 

Public  Education,  England  and  Wales 

Science  and  Ait  Department,  United 
Kingdom 

British  Mnseam-       ... 

National  Gallery       ... 

National  Portrait  Gallery - 

Scientific  Investigations,  &c.,  United 
Kingdom       •        .        .       • 

Uniyersities  and  Colleges,  Great  Bri< 
tain,  and  Intermediate  Bdncationj 
Wales 

London  University    -        -        - 

Scotland— 
Pnblic  Education      • 
National  Gallery 

Ireland — 
Public  Education      •        -        . 
Endowed  Schools  Commisrioners 
National  Gallery       ... 
Queen's  (Colleges       -        .       . 


850,000 

100,000 
10,000 


50,000 
500 


50.000 

400 
500 


Class  V. 

Diplomatic  Services  and  Consular 
Services         .        -        •        .        .       30,000 

Slave  Trade  Services-        ...         -    - 

Colonial  Services,  including  South 
Africa 20,000 

Subsidies  to  Telegraph  Companies, 
&c. 5,000 

Class  VI. 

Superannuation  and  Retired  Allow- 
ances    ---.-.       50,000 

Merchant  Seamen's  Fund  Pensions, 
&c. -         -• 

Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies 
Deficiency     -        -        -        -        .         -    _ 

Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other 
Allowances,  Great  Britain     -        -  500 

Pauper  Ltinatics,  Ireland  -        -        -  -    - 

Hospitals  and  Charities,  Ireland       -         7,000 

Class  VII. 

Temporary  Commissions    ...  2,500 

Miscellaneous  Expenses    -        -        -  250 

Diseases  of  Animals  •.       ...  50,000 

Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland    -  5,000 

Repayments  to  the  Local  Loans  Fund  -    - 

Hobart  (Tasmania)  Exhibition,  1894-5  -    > 


Total  for  Civil  Services 


£1,903,150 


Revenue  Departments. 

Customs 130,000 

Inland  Revenue        ....     300,000 

Post  Office 1,000,000 

Post  Ofllce  Packet  Service-        -        -  -    - 

Post  Office  Telegraphs       .        .        -     250,000 

Total  for  Revenue  Departments    £1,680,000 

Grand  Total      .        £3,583,150 


Sir  a.  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.)  said, 
he  wished  to  call  particular  attention  to 
the  qaestion  of  rates  of  Govern- 
ment  property,  and  in  order  to  raise  the 
point  he  would  move  to  reduce  the  Vote 
bj  £100.  Recentlj  the  House  had  been 
discussing  the  question  of  the  compara- 
tive taxation  of  real  and  personal 
property,  and  an  adjustment  had  been 
made  which  had  commended  itself  to  the 
general  feeling  of  the  House  by  the  equa- 
lisation of  duties  in  respect  of  it.  But 
there  were  still  some  anomalies,  and 
among  those  was  the  complaint  of  real 
property  that  it  was  subject  to  undue 
pressure  in  respect  of  local  taxation.  He 
thought  there  was  a  prima /hcte  case  for 
inquiry  into  this  matter,  and  he  hoped 
after  the  pledge  of  the  Secretary  for 
India  a  conclusion  fair  to  both  real  and 
personal  property  would  be  arrived  at. 
But  there  were  other  anomalies  which 
hardly  needed  inquiry  so  palpable  were 
they^  and  among  these  was  the  necessity 
of  resorting  to  a  different  system  in  con- 
nection witfi^^the  rating  of  real  property. 
It  had  often  C^en  said  in  the  course  of 
discussions  in  t^e  House  on  labour  and 
other  questions  til^&t  the  Government 
should  set  an  examf^le,  and  he  would  ask 
the  Secretary  to  th\»  Treasury  if  he  did 
not  think  that  in  relation  to  the  rating  of 
Government  property \a  better  example 
might  be  set  by  the  Sta.te,  with  a  view  to 
the  better  adjustment  at  the  burdens  of 
local  taxation  on  real  property.  It  was 
said  with  truth  that  t^e  Government 
were  in  possession  of  a  peculiar  and  very 
profitable  privilege  in  ass^sing  the  value 
of  their  own  property  so  far  as  local  rates 
were  concerned.  Of  ooursfii  if  the  values 
were  not  properly  assessed\  other  owners 
of  real  property  had  to  bbar  an  undue 
proportion  of  the  local  burdens.  The 
valuations  were  made  by  tue  Treasury 
valuer,  and,  from  a  recent  \Return  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  the  undervaluations 
of  property  belonging  to  Cfovernment 
were  such  as  grievously  to  iiffect  other 
owners  of  real  property,  ffhere  were 
some  typical  instances  whichundicated  a 
very  vast  difference  of  opinilpn  between 
the  Treasury  Valuer  and  th^  valuers  for 
the  Local  Authorities.  Tme  complaint 
came  not  only  from  individual  owners  of 
real  estate,  but  also  fr»m  the  London 
County  Council,  and  certainly  if  the 
figures  which  had  been\  published  were 
correct  there  could  be  no  \doubt  whatever 
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that  the  under-valuation  of  Governmeut 
properties  cast  a  heavy  burden  on  other 
owners  of  property.  Every  parish  in 
London  contained  more  or  less  Govern- 
ment property,  and  was  consequently  more 
or  less  affected  by  its  under-valuation. 
He  would  take  four  or  five  instances  and 
leave  it  to  the  Committee  to  say  whether 
or  not  these  Government  properties 
were  properly  valued.  His  first 
ease  was.  Somerset  House.  The 
Government  valaatioxi  of  the  site 
and  buildings  was  £7,000  a  year, 
whereas  the  County  Council  valuation 
of  the  site  only  was  no  less  than  £27,450 
— or,  practically,  four  times  the  amount 
fixed  by  the  Treasury  Valuer.  The 
Government  valuation  of  the  British 
Museum  was  £3,600  a  year  for  site  and 
buildings,  as  against  the  County  Council 
valuation  for  the  site  alone  of'  £14,700 
a  year ;  the  Government  valuation  of 
the  National  Gallery  for  site  and  build- 
ings was  £2,000  a  year,  while  the  County 
Council  valuation  for  the  site  alone  was 
;£6,880 ;  in  the  case  of  the  Treasury 
buildings  the  respective  valuations  were 
£5,800,  against  £15,386,  and  in  the 
case  of  the  Foreign  Office  and  adjoihing 
Government  buildings  £11,600,  against 
£32,530.  These  figures  spoke  for  them- 
selves.  No  one  who  was  at  all  familiar 
with  the  value  of  property  in  London 
could  conceive  that  the  valuation  by  the 
Government  for  rating  purposes  could 
be  contended  for  as  fair  in  any  instance. 
Speaking  generally,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  conclusion  at  which  he  bad 
arrived — namely,  that  most  Government 
property  was  undervalued  by  three- 
fourths  of  its  true  value — was  right,  and 
that  it  was  a  matter  which  called  loudly 
for  redress  and  readjustment.  He  had 
felt  bound  to  draw  attention  to  this 
matter  in  the  interests  of  ratepayers 
generally,  and  he  therefore  proposed  to 
move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  ThAt  the  Item  (Class  I.,  Vote  13),  of  £10,000, 

for  ratea  on  Goverament  Property,  be  reducetl  by 

£lQ0r^8ir  A.  Ridlit.) 

•SiK  J.  GOLDSMID  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
said,  he  wished  heartily  to  support  the 
Amendment.  There  were  some  parishes 
in  London  where  there  were  large  blocks 
of  Government  property,  the  proportion 
being  neaiiy  as  high  as  one-fourth  Go- 
vernment property  and  three-fourths 
private  property,  and  as  the  valuation  of 
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the*  Government  property  was  sometimes 
as  low  as  a  quarter  or  a  fifth,  the  remainder 
fell  as  an  extra  burden  upon  the  ratepayers. 
That  seemed  to  be  extremely  unfair.  At 
one  time  it  was  the  law  that  no  rates  should 
be  charged  upon  Government  property  at 
all,  but  it  was  then  pointed  out  that  the 
Government  buildings  might  be  aggre- 
gated in  three  or  four  parishes,  thereby 
doubling  and  even  quadrupling  the  burden 
on  a  small  number  of  ratepayers.  In 
consequence,  the  Government  of  the 
day  agreed  to  give  a  voluntary  contribu- 
tion to  the  local  rates.  He  thought  it 
would  be  much  more  fair  if  all  Govern- 
ment property  were  rated  exactly  in  the 
same  way  as  private  property,  and  he 
trusted  the  Government  would  adopt  this 
solution  of  the  difficulty. 

Sib  R.  WEBSTER  (Isle  pf  Wight) 
said,  one  view  of  the  question  which 
justified  an  inquiry  was  that  parishes  and 
unions  inter  se  contributed  to  the  general 
burden  in  proportion  to  their  total  rateable 
value,  and  when  total  valuations  were 
taken  too  low  a  value  was  put  on  one 
property  and  too  high  a  value  on  another. 
For  purposes  of  taxation  and  rateability 
the  same  standard  ought  to  be  adopted 
for  all  properties.  He  had  been  much 
struck  by  the  figures  quoted  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Islington.  Those 
who  had  had  anything  to  do  with  valua- 
tions knew  well  that  extravagant  values 
were  sometimes  put  on  property,  even  by 
the  London  County  Council,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supporting  particular  propositions 
as  against  a  private  owner  whose  pro- 
perty was  supposed  to  have  increased  in 
value,  but  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
suggested  that  the  valuations  put  on  the 
Government  property  were  excessive. 
Somerset  House  covered  probably  eight 
or  ten  acres  of  land,  if  not  more,  and  it 
was  perfectly  ridiculous  to  suggest  that 
its  rental  value  was  only  £7,000.  He 
was  not  there  to  support  the  County 
Council  valuations,  but  he  did  think  it 
right  to  say — and  he  had  often  found 
himself  unable  to  approve  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  body — that  he  had  found 
their  valuations  made  with  extreme  cure 
and  moderation.  He  ,  hoofed,  that  this 
matter  Tfould  be  pressed  home,  and  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  who 
thoroughly  understood  the  matter,  would 
be  able  to  give  the  Committee  some 
assurance  that  there  should  not  be  merely 
an   acknowledgment   of   the   grievance^ 
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but  also  some  practical  suggestioD   for 
remedying  it. 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston)  said,  he 
was  glad  that  the  question  had  been  raised. 
It  was  one  of  principle  as  well  as  of 
detail,  and  he  could  not  understand  why 
the  Government  should  invariablj  claim 
to  be  treated  in  a  difTerent  manner  to  the 
private  individual.  They  learned  in  the 
Debates  on  the  Finance  Bill  how  differ* 
ently  the  Government  treated  its  debtors 
as  compared  with  the  treatment  they 
would  get  from  privjate  creditors.  He 
objected  to  the  principle  altogether,  be- 
cause, after  all,  the  Government  were 
only  acting  on  behalf  of  the  public,  and 
the  question  of  rating  was  a  question 
between  the  general  and  the  local  public. 
He  hoped  that  these  Government  ex- 
emptions would  soon  be  put  an  end  to 
altogether,  and  he  thought  that  if  a  pri- 
vate individual  acted  on  these  questions 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  Government, 
he  would  be  accused  of  lacking  common 
honesty.  He  hoped  the  Amendment 
would  be  pressed  to  a  Division.  In  his 
opinion,  the  House  ought  to  lay  down  a 
rule  that  Government  property  ought  to 
be  rated  on  exactly  the  same  basis  as 
private  property. 

•  Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E.) 
said,  he  wished  to  endorse  all  that  had 
been  said  by  previous  speakers  on  this 
question,  and  he  hoped  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  would  give  a  favourable 
answer  to  the  appeal  that  had  been  made 
to  him.  The  parish  of  St.  Luke 
afforded  a  typical  instance  of  the  undue 
burdening  of  private  property  owners.  It 
was  a  small  parish  of  about  220  acres, 
but  in  it  they  had  a  Militia  barracks,  a 
local  police  court,  a  post  office,  and  other 
public  buildings,  which  paid  by  no  means 
a  fair  proportion  of' the  local  rates.  In 
addition  to  that,  they  had  three  large 
drill  halls,  including  that  belonging 
to  the  City  of  London.  These  were 
exempted  from  rates,  and  he  ventured  to 
say  that  the  exemptions  were  now  be- 
coming intolerable.  If  all  property  were 
assessed  in  the  ordinary  way,  then,  and 
then  alone,  justice  would  be  done. 

•Th«  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  J.  T.  HiBBERT,  Oldham) 
said,  the  hoo.  Member  for  Preston  seemed 
to  speak  as  if  the  Government  were  not 
paying  a  fair  amount  towards  the  rates 
by  reason  of  the  under-valuation  of  public 
biildlnger.    That  watt  not  correct,  and 

Sir  R.  Webster 


there  was  considerable  misapprehension 
abroad  as  to  the  way  in  which  Govern- 
ment properties  were  valued.  He  believed, 
however,  that  the  assessment  committee 
in  nearly  every  parish  considered  the 
amount  contributed  by  the  Government 
to  be  reasonable,  and  he  could  cite 
numerous  letters  to  that  effect. 

Sir  R.  WEBSTER  :  Is  that  the  case 
with  regard  to  Somerset  House  ? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,*  that  when 
he  came  to  deal  with  that  instance  he 
thought  he  would  be  able  to  show  that 
that  statement  applied  to  it.  No  doubt 
the  time  might  come  when  all  Govern- 
ment property  would  be  valued  for  the 
purposes  of  local  rates  exactly  in  the 
same  way  as  private  property.  This  had 
been  a  matter  of  steps.  At  one  time 
Government  property  was  not  assessed 
at  all,  and  it  was  only  within  the  last  35 
years  that  the  Government  had  contri- 
buted to  the  rates  at  all.  There  were 
two  cases  in  which  public  buildings  were 
only  liable  to  a  limited  extent,  such,  for 
instance,  as  the  Royal  Courts  of  Justice, 
which  were  exempted  by  Act  of  Parlia^ 
ment  from  assessment  beyond  a  certain 
amount,  and  possibly  it  might  be  well  for 
the  Governn^ent  to  give  up  their  rights 
in  that  respect  and  place  these  Courts  of 
Law  on  the  same  footing  as  the  other 
Government  property.  In  regard  to 
Somerset  House,  his  hon.  Friend  was 
certainly  under  a  misapprehension.  He 
stated  it  was  rated  at  £7,000.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  was  valued  at  £12,000 
gross,  and  that  figure  was  arrived  at  in 
1891  in  the  following  way  : — ^King^s 
College,  which  occupied  the  eastern  wing 
of  Somerset  House,  and  for  which  the 
Govermnent  were  in  no  way  responsible, 
was  assessed  at  that  time  at  £3,000  by 
the  Surveyor  and  Assessment  Authorities 
of  the  parish,  and  was  regarded  as 
being  about  one-fifth  of  the  block, 
and  they  therefore  agreed  to  fix  the 
value  of  the  remaining  four-fifths  of  the 
buildings  at  exactly  the  same  rate.  The 
Government  proportion  was,  therefore, 
fixed  at  £12,000  gross  and  £10,000  net. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the  Isle 
of  Wight  had  asked  if  the  assessment 
committee  were  satisfied.  Well,  tiie 
clerk  of  that  body  wrote  on  the  30tb 
May,  1891— 

**  I  have  now  to  inform  you.  that  the  assess- 
ment  committee,  having  considered  the  proposi- 
tions then  agreed  to,  hare  resol  ved  to  accept  the 
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same  as  being,  on  the  whole,  fair  and  reason- 1 
able." 

Next,  he  came  to  the  National  Gallery 
and  the  British  MuKeura.  The  former 
wafl  rated  not  at  £2,000,  bat  at  £3,600 
gross  and  £3,000  net,  and  the  latter  at  a 
similar  amount.  Now,  he  would  re- 
mind the  House  that  by  au  Act 
passed  in  1843  Museums  i^nd  Galleries 
and  other  properties  used  for  science  and 
art  purposes  were  exempted  from  rates. 
Had  the  Treasury,  therefore,  claimed  their 
full  rights,  they  need  not  have  paid  on 
these  buildings,  .  But  the  local  Rating 
Authorities  in  each  instance  had  con* 
curred  in  the  view  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment. In  the  case  of  the  British  Museum 
assessment  committee  of  the  united 
parishes  of  St.  Giles-in-the-Fields  and 
George,  Bloomsbury,  wrote — 

'*  I  am  directed  to  inform  yon  that  the  valoa- 
tioQ  of  the  Mnseam  and  Governmeat  property 
in  these  parishes,  as  agreed  upon  at  our  meeting 
here  on  the  SOth  ultimo,  is  reganled  as  a  satis- 
factory basifl  for  the  Treasurj  contribution  to 
the  local  rates  in  retpeot  of  such  property/* 

And,  again,  in  regard  to  the  National 
Gallery,  the  assessment  committee  of  the 
Strand  Union  wrote — 

"  The  assessment  committee  baring  considered 
the  valuation  of  that  and  other  property  agreed 
to  at  a  preliminary  meeting  have  resolved  to 
accept  the  same  as  being,  on  the  whole,  fair  and 
reasonable." 

Sir  a.  ROLLIT:  What  is  the 
allusion  to  preliminary  meetings  ? 

Sib  J.  T.  UIBBERT  said,  these  were 
meetings  between  the  Treasury  and  the 
local  valuers.  His  hon.  Friend  had  told 
the  House  that  the  Treasury  buildings 
were  valued  at  £o,800.  As  a  fact  the 
valuation  of  those  buildings  was  settled  jlq 
1884  at  £6,960  gross  and  £5,800.  rateable, 
and  the  ass^sment  was  confirmed  by  the 
Vestry,  the  Overseers,  and  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the  united  parishes  of  St. 
Margaret  and  St.  John,  Westminster, 
whose  clerk  wrote  under  date  August 
Ist,  1884— 

"  I  am  tiow  directed  to  ao^oaiaC  you  that  the 
proposals  made  by  you  in  respect  of  the  Govern- 
ment contribution  in  lieu  of  the  rates  on  the  Crown 
properties  have  been  fully  approved  by  the  Over- 
fieers  and  by  the  Finanoe  Committee  of  the 
united  pariahee,  to  whom  the  matter  has  been 
reported." 

The  case  of  the  Foreign  Office  looked 
very  bad  on  the  faee  of  it ; 
but  there  was  ample  ezpUmation. 
The  figures  were  settled  In  the  year  1878 
at  £11,520  gross  and. £9,600  rateable 


and  they  had  thus  remained  ever  since. 
The  reason  that  the  Foreign  Office 
appeared  to  pay  so  sm^U  a  contribution 
was  because  the  rate  of  £11,520  did  not 
include  the  rateable  value  of  the  India 
Office,  which  was  paid  for  out  of  Indian 
funds. 

Mb.  HANBURT:  Has  the  India 
Office  a  separate  valuer  for  this  ? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  That  he  could 
not  say.  But  he  might  tell  the  hon. 
Member  that  the  Vestry  had  approved 
the  1878  valuation  in  these  terms  :— 

"  I  have  been  directed  to  inform  yon  that  the 
proposed  basis  is  quite  satisfactory  to  the 
Vestry.** 

He  could  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the 
Treasury  had  no  desire  to  stand  strictly 
on  their  legal  rights,  or  to  deal  unfairly 
in  the  matter  in  any  way.  Whenever  a 
complaint  had  been  made  to  tliem  they 
had  invariably  at  once  directed  that  the 
question  should  be  looked  into,  and  he 
could  only  again  assure  hon.  Members 
that  they  were  prepared  to  do  their  best 
to  act  fairly  and  liberally  in  the  matter. 
As  to,  the  question  raised  in  regard  to 
St.  Luke's,  he  thought  the  hon.  Member 
for  Finsbury  was  under  a  misapprehen* 
sion,  and  he  would  find  that  the  Govern- 
ment.  properties  there  were  assessed 
if  he  would  look  into  the  matter. 
He  could  only  say,  in  reply  to  the  hon. 
Grentleman  who  had  brought  the  question 
forward,  that  the  subject  was  one  the 
Treasury  would  give  everv  consideration 
to.  If  only  out  of  consideration  for  the 
poor  ratepayer  they  would  be  glad  to  do 
what  they  could  to  place  the  valuation 
of  Government  property  on  a  better 
footing. 

Sir  R.  temple  (Snrrey,  Kingston) 
said,  that  daring  the  last  10  years  he  had 
perhaps  seen  more  of  this  question  of  the 
valuation  of  Government  property  than 
any  other  Member  of  the  House,  and  he 
might,  therefore,  be  allowed  to  say  a 
wonl  or  two.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's  answer  was,  as  usual,  of  course, 
most  courteous  and  considerate,  and  in 
many  respects  satisfactory.  Still,  there 
were  one  or  two  questions  which  appeared 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House  to  arise  on  the 
statistical  particulars  he  had  placed  be* 
f<Hre  the  Committee.  If  the  income  of 
Somerset  House  was  approximately  esti* 
mated  at  £10,000  for  assessment  pur- 
poses, then  the  sum  of  £9,000  for  the 
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blook  of  buildings  m  which  the  Foreign 
Office  was  situated — excluding  the  India 
Office — would  appear  to  be  not  unfair. 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  The  Foreign 
Office  is  put  at  £11,620. 

Sir  R.  temple  :  I  understood  that 
£9,600  is  the  net  amount. 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  Yes  ;  that 
is  so. 

Sir  R.  temple  said,  that  if  Somer- 
set House  was  put  at  £10,000,  £9,000 
could  not  be  nnfair  for  the  Foreign  Office 
block,  nor  £5,000  for  the  Treasury  block. 
He  was  not  «ure  that  he  had  caught  the 
figure  for  the  India  Office. 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  I  did  not 
mention  any  figure  for  that,  as  I  have 
not  got  it.     I  can  ascertain  the  amount. 

Sir  R.  temple  said,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  commend  the  India  Office  to  the 
kind  and  merciful  consideration  of  the 
Treasury,  because  he  could  not  but  appre- 
hend that  while  the  buildings  belonging 
to  the  British  Government  in  London 
were  very  carefully  protected  from 
the  rate  collector,  similar  protection 
was  not  afforded  to  the  India 
Office  where  the  interest  was  not 
so  directly  that  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  be  as  careful  about  the 
rateable  value  of  the  India  Office — whioh 
he  thought  was  chargeable  to'  India — as 
he  had  evidently  been  with  regard  to  all 
the  other  blocks  of  buildings  belonging 
to  the  Government.  It  seemed  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  that  (the  Opposition)  side 
of  the  House  that  the  sums  set  down  for 
the  National  Gallery  and  the  British 
Museum  were  too  low.  Surely  £3,600 
for  the  British  Museum,  and  £2,600  for 
the  National  Gallery — exclusive  of  the 
new  National  Portrait  Gallery — was  not 
enough. 

•Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  that  in  the 
case  of  the  National  Gallery  and  the 
British  Museum,  under  Statute  exemp- 
tion from  the  payment  6f  rates  could  be 
claimed. 

Sir  R.  TEMPLE  said,  he  supposed  it 
was  for  that  reason  that  the  Local  Autho- 
rities so  complacently  acquiesced  in  the 
amounts  paid  by  the  Treasury.  They 
saw,  no  doubt,  that  they  should  not  look 
a  gift  horse  in  the  mouth,  but  should 
accept  whatever  the  Treasury  were 
pleased  to  vouchsafe.     Surely  the  time 

Sir  R.  Temple 


had  come  when  the   Government  must 
take  steps — legislative  or  otherwise — ^for 
terminating    these    exemptions.     There 
could  be  no  reason  why  buildings   for 
science  and  art  should  be  exempted  any 
more  than  the  Law  Courts,  or  the  Law 
Courts  any  more  than  the  science  and  art 
buildings.  He  submitted  that  the  time  had 
come  when  these  exemptions  should  be 
altogether  terminated.  Surely,  with  regard 
to  assessment  generally,  the  fact  that  the 
Local    Authorities    had    acquiesced    in 
what  seemed  a  most  inadequate  rating, 
pointed  to  the  fact  that  the  time  was  fast 
arriving    when    Government     buildings 
ought  to  be  rated  just  in  the  same  manner 
as  private  property.     He  had  spoken  very 
strongly  on  this  subject  a  year  and  a-half 
ago.       The     Assessing    Authorities    in 
London,    who      were    most     competent 
persons,  dealing  with  private  property  of 
which  the  annual  value  was  estimated  at 
from    £33,000,000  to    £34,000,000— he 
supposed  the  heaviest  assessment  of  its 
kind  in  the  world — ought  to  be  able  to 
assess  Government  buildings  accurately. 
There  would  always  be  a  fear,  whilst  the 
Government  Valuers  were  the  Assessing 
Authority,  that  some  sort  of  favour  was 
shown  to  Government  buildings.  The  Go- 
vernment buildings  in  London  were  large 
and  numerous,  and  they  ought  to  bear  fully 
their  share  of  local  taxation.     Indepen- 
pently  of  the  buildings,  the  sites  were 
amongst  the  most  valuable  in  London. 
If  they  were  not  occupied  by  Govern- 
ment  buildings   they   would    be   imme- 
diately taken  for  private  buildings  of  the 
utmost   splendour,  every  one   of  which 
would  be  assessed  at  full  value.   'There- 
fore,  it   was   an   injustice   to   the  rate- 
payers of  London  that  there  should  be 
any  exception  in  favour  of  Government 
property,  and    there   would    always   be 
some  apprehension  of  favour  being  shown 
to  such  property  so  long  as  the  Govern- 
ment set  itself  up  as  judge  in  its  own 
case. 

«Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  said, 
he  thought  this  question  affected  London 
more  than  anywhere  else.  It  was  an 
important  matter,  not  only  as  regarded 
the  Estimates,  but  in  connection  with 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House  for  the 
equalisation  of  rates.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  where  these  Government 
buildings  existed  the  population  was 
largely  reduced.  Take  the  district  of 
Westminster.      The  fact  that  Govem- 
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ever  they  could  get.    If  thej  got  nothing 
thej    wonld     still   have   to   thank    the 
Government.    If  it   was   admitted  that 
the  Government  should  pay  rates  for  the 
buildings  thej  occupied,  it  must  also  be 
admitted  that  tlie  value  or  rating  of  the 
buildings  should   be  ascertained  in  the 
ordinary   manner  through  the   ordinary 
authorities.     There  was  no  escape  from 
that,  and  he  could  have  hoped  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert) 
would  have  signalised  his  career  at  the 
Treasury  by  inaugurating  this  simple  act 
of  justice  as  between   the    Government 
and  the  ratepayer.      However,  he  had 
risen    to     say     that     the     extent    to 
which  the  Government  claimed  exemp- 
tions    and    immunities     was     becoming 
perfectly    monstrous.       They      became 
newspaper    proprietors    and   refused   to 
register     their    newspaper ;     they     be- 
came the   owners   of    inhabited  houses 
and    would    not    pay    the    rates ;   they 
undertook  the  delivery  of  letters,  and  if 
they  lost  one,  or  if  one  of  their  employes 
lost  one  purposely,  they  refused  to  com- 
pensate the  owner  ;  and  it  was  within  his 
knowledge  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment  refused  to  perform  duties   placed 
upon  them  by  Parliament,  and  resisted 
attempts  to  compel  them  on  the  ground 
that  an   action   could   not  be    brought 
against  the  Queen — which  did  not  really 
mean   the  Queen,  but  some  subordinate 
clerk   who   failed  in  his   duty.     These 
immunities    were   becoming  scandalous. 
It  was  monstrous  in  the  question  under 
discussion  that  a  person  who  was  asked 
to  pay  a  tax  should  fix  the  amount  of 
that  tax  himself.     It  was  high  time  all 
these  claims  to  immunity  and   special 
treatment  were  given  up.  If  they  wanted 
to  be  considered  honest  the  Government 
should  pay  their  rates  like  honest  men. 

Sir  a.  ROLLIT  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
had  not  only  promised  to  consider  the 
subject,  but  had  expressed  his  personal 
opinion  that  some  of  the  exemptions 
should  be  modified.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  that  had  disarmed  opposi- 
tion, and  he  (Sir  A.  Rollit)  would,  there- 
fore, rest  content  with  having  made  a 
protest.  He  would  merely  point  out  that 
in  Islington  the  Government  buildings 
were  Pentonville  Prison,  Holloway 
Prison,  the  County  Court,  the  Pobt 
Office  Sorting  Office,  Telegraph  Factory^ 
Office  of  Surveyor  of  Taxes,  and  Tele- 
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ment  buildings  occupied  so  large  an  area, 
and  that  the  population  was,  consequently, 
so  small,  would  be  responsible  for  the 
district  paying  so  much  under  the 
equalisation  scheme.  The  parishes,  it 
seemed  to  him,  would  sufier  in  two 
ways*  In  the  first  place,  they  would 
not  get  what  was  due  to  them  in 
eonsequence  of  the  low  rating  of 
Grovemment  property ;  and^  in  the  next 
place,  their  population  was  considerably 
redueed,  and  so  their  receipts  from  the 
Equalisation  Fund  would  be  reduced  in 
proportion.  The  Local  Authorities  had  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  existing  assessment, 
whether  they  liked  it  or  not ;  but  it  was 
absurd  to  say  that  the  British  Museum, 
assessed  at  £3,620  a  year,  was  assessed 
at  its  value. 

•Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  said, 
that  if  the  complaint  was  great  in  regard 
to  the  rateable  value  of  Government 
buildings  in  the  Metropolis  he  was  sure 
it  was  no  less  great  in  reference  to 
similar  property  in  country  towns.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  palatial  Post  Office 
building  in  Manchester,  that  now  being 
erected  in  Liverpool,  and  the  Government 
buildings  in  Leeds,  and  bis  own 
borough  of  Wigan.  If  hon.  Mem- 
bers desired  to  be  just  they  must 
apply  their  remarks  to  Government 
property  in  country  towns  as  well  as 
that  in  the  Metropolis.  It  was  quite 
time  that  a  thorough  system  of 
equalisation  of  rates  was  adopted.  He 
remembered  the  Debates  which  had  taken 
place  some  years  ago  on  this  subject,  and 
was  confident  that  the  desire  of  the 
Government  in  those  days  had  been  to 
bring  about  an  equalisation  of  rates. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis)  said,  there  was  really  a  very 
serious  principle  underlying  this  matter, 
or  rather  want  of  principle,  in  the  claim 
of  the  Government  to  be  exempt  from 
all  the  ordinary  rules  and  laws  that  bound 
Her  Majesty's  subjects,  even  when  they 
were  playing  the  part  for  which  those 
rules  and  laws  were  enacted.  When 
the  Government  became  possessors  of 
houses  they  should  pay  rates  for  them 
like  private  individuals.  The  right  hon. 
Gentlenuin  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
must  be  aware  that  it  was  no  answer  to 
read  to  the  Committee  a  letter  from  a 
Vestry  saying  that  they  acquiesced  in  the 
valuation.  Of  coarse  they  acquiesced. 
They  must  thank  the  Treasury  for  what- 
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gnph  Office^  all  of  wbich  were  yalaed  at 
£4^246.  He  begged  to  withdraw  bis 
Amendment.  .i 

.  Mr.  HANBURY  Baid,  he  thought  the 
right  hoo*  GentlemaQ  had  said  that  all 
aoienoe  and  art  buildings  were  exempt 
from  ruting. 

Sib  J.  T«  HIBBERT  :  That  is  bj 
Act  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said,  he  understood 
that  the  Treasury  did  not  exercise  its 
full  authority  in  these  matters,  but  did 
allow  science  and  art  buildings  to  be  rated 
under  certain  circumstances.  Did  that 
apply  to  science  and  art  buildiDgs  in  the 
provinces  as  well  as  in  London  ? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  he  could 
not  say.  He  knew  it  applied  to  the 
National  Gallery  and  the  British 
Museum.  He  would«  however,  ascertain 
Xhe  full  particuUirs  by  to-morrow. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  SWEETMAN  (Wicklow,  E.) 
said,  he  wished  to  bring  before  Her 
Majesty's  Government  the  case  of  Wick- 
low Harbour.  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  had  had  it  brought  under  his 
notice,  and,  no  doubt,  he  would  be  able 
to  see  his  way  to  doing  something.  He 
(Mr.  Sweetman)  wished  to  take  this 
opportunity,  in  the  interest  of  his  con- 
stituents, of  stating  a  few  facts  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Government.  Sir 
Alexander  Rendel  examined  the  harbour 
for  the  Commissioners,  and  reported  on 
March  29,    In  this  Report  he  stated — 

*^  At  various  points  in  the  outer  250  feet,  on 
both  its  land  ana  sea  faces,  considerable  cayerns 
have  been  formed  by  the  decay  and  absolute 
disappearance  of  portions  of  the  concrete.  In 
particular,  a  large  cayem  about  30  feet  long  and 
8  feet  high  by  16  feet  deep  in  the  middle, 
has  been  formed  on  the  land  £ftoe,  nearly  oppo- 
site another  of  about  the  some  length  and 
depth,  though  not  so  high,  on  the  sea  face; 
and  as  the  diver  discovered  an  in-draught  of 
water  at  the  inner  cavern,  it  is  iprob^ble  that 
there  is  a  connection  between  them ;  that  is  to 
say,  that  the  pier  is  at  this  point  completely 
undermined.  .  .  •  The  detects  in  the  faces  and 
base  of  the  pier  must  be  now  causing  a  daily 
easier  flow  of  water  in  and  out  of  the  works, 
and  therefore  an  ever-increasing  rapidity  of 
chemical  decay,  and  this  decay,  if  not  promptlj 
anested,  can  only,  I  fear,  end  in  the  fall  at  no 
distant  date  of  at  least  that  part  of  the  pier  not 
founded  on  rock." 

Id  a  second  part  of  this  Report,  in  reepect 
to  the  deposits  between  the  pier  and  the 
shore,  he  jsaid— * 

Sir  A.  Rollit 
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"As  this  farther  accumulation  of  shingle 
threatens  to  continue  until,  possibly,  it  has 
flUed  up  the  whole  of  the  harbour  between  the 
pier  and  the  opposite  shore,  it  is  clear  that, 
unless  the  port  is  to  be  allowed  to  fall  into 
decay,  measures  must  be  taken  to  stop  it ;  and 
the  proper  measures  evidently  are  the  con- 
struction of  groynes  in  positions  where  the 
accumulation  may  take  place  without  accom« 
piiuying  injury  to  the  harbour." 
Now,  the  inhaUtanta  of  Wicklow  had 
spent  large  sums  of  money  on  the  har- 
bour. In  1857  £12,000  was  spent  on  it, 
which  was  obtained  from  private  sources 
on  the  security  of  the  Township  of 
Wicklow,  the  interest  upon  which  loan 
the  Wioklow  Township  Commisstonera 
were  paying  to  the  present  time.  By 
1871  further  works  had  been  carried  out 
at  an  outlay  of  £8,000,  obtained  from  the 
Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners  ;  and 
in  1881  a  loan  of  £40,000  was  obtained 
from  the  Board  of  Public  Works  under 
the  provisious  of  the  Relief  of  Distress 
(Ireland)  Acts,  1880,  upon  the  security 
of  five  baronies.  Up  to  the  end  of  1891 
£16,257  was  paid  in  discharge  of  this 
loan,  of  which  the  Harbour  Commis- 
sioners from  tolls  paid  a  little  under 
£1,000,  and  the  baronies  paid  over 
£15,000.  The  expenses  of  thb  loan  had 
therefore  been  practically  borne  by  the 
cesspayers,  and  there  was  no  chance  of 
getting  the  baronies  to  guarantee  any 
further  loan.  It  was  necessary  that  this 
harbour  should  be  put  in  a  proper  state, 
as  it  was  of  great  importance  from  a 
national  as  well  as  a  local  point  of  view* 
It  was  a  harbour  of  refuge  for  coasting 
vessels — the  only  one  between  Kings- 
town and  Wicklow,  for  ships  could  not 
get  into  Arklow.  As  a  matter  of  public 
policy,  therefore,  the  State  should  see 
that  this  harbour  at  Wicklow  was  not 
allowed  to  fall  into  total  decay.  Larger 
demands  in  the  form  of  taxation  were 
made  from  Ireland  this  year,  which 
formed  an  especial  ground  for  asking  for 
consideration  for  this  harbour. 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  that  some 
time  ago  he  was  in  correspondence  with 
the  Irish  Board  of  Works  in  regard  to 
this  harbour.  It  was  a  large  question 
and  an  important  one  ;  therefore,  it  was 
necessary  to  take  time  to  consider  it. 
He  was  sorry  to  hear  the  hon.  Member 
say  that  there  was  no  money  in  the 
baronies  for  the  harbour,  for  that  also  was 
the  position  of  the  Government*  They 
had  no  money  in  hand  for  work 
of    this    kind.    They  would^  however. 
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give  full  Qonaideraiioii  to  the  niAtter,  and 
hoBhoald  be  glad  ta  adyiaewith  the  hon. 
Member  with  regard  to  it.  . 

D&.  KENNY  (Dublio,  College  Green) 
said,  he  ooncnrred  in  thA  appeal  made  by 
tha  hon.  Member  for  Wioklow.  Ho 
thonght  the  answer  given  hy  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemattwaa  on  the  whole  satis- 
fnctorj,  but  he  ehoald  like  it  to  be  a 
little  more  preoise^  It  was  to  be  hoped 
(hat  when  the  matter  was  taken  into 
consideration  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  bear  in  miml  that  unless  the 
harbour  were  run  out  into  deep  water  it 
would  Bilt  up.  There  was  a  large  bank 
of  sand  outside  which  was  shifted  hj 
varying  winds,  and  unless  they  got  the 
pier  heads  into  deep  water  the  harbour 
was  bound  to  silt  up.  As  the  boo.  Mem- 
ber had  pointed  out,  this  harbour  was 
important  from  a  national  point  of  view 
— «8  a  harbour  of  refuge,  there  being 
nothing  of  the  kind  between .  Wicklow 
and  Kingstown. 

Mb.  HANBURY  (Preston)  said  that, 
with  regard  to  the  salaries  to  officials  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  he  should  like  to 
know  what  had  been  the  result  of  the 
negotiations  which  he  knew  had  been 
taking  pl^ce  between  the  Treasury  and 
the  House  of  Lords  ?  He  bad  to  thank 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  for  the  way  he  had 
fought  the  battle  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  the  matter,  and  for  the  support 
he  had  given  to  the  Vote  which,  on  an 
Amendment  of  his  (Mr.  Hanbury's),  was 
carried  last  year  for  reducing  these  salaries 
by,  he  thought,  £600.  He  knew  that 
since  then  negotiations  had  been  going 
on  between  the  Treasury  and  the  House  of 
Lords  ;  but  he  was  not  quite  sure  what 
the  result  was.  In  the  Estimates  this 
year  they  practically  had  no  details  what- 
ever with  regard  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
He  did  not  know  what  the  real  explana- 
tion of  that  might  be,  and  under  the  cir- 
oumstances  it  was  desirable  that  they 
should  have  a  full  and  distinct  state- 
ment from  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
as  to  what  was  the  position  taken  up  in 
the  matter.  Last  year  it  was  shown  that, 
while  the  duties  of  the  officials  of  the 
other  House  were  lighter  than  the  duties 
of  the  offieiab  of  die  House  of  Commons, 
tbe  fmmer  were  paid  on  a  much  more 
liberal  scale.  That  was  the  reason  for 
the  passing  of  the  Amendment  to  reduce 
the  Vote  for  the  sahuries  of  the  offieiab  of 


the  House  of  Lords.  He  understood  thatan  > 
understanding  had  been  arrived  at  be^ 
tween    the    House    of    Lords  and    the 
Treasury    to    the    effect    that    as  new 
appointments  were  made  the  salaries  of 
the  House  ^of  Lords*  officials  should  be* 
put  on  a  oorrespondini;  seale  to  those  ol 
tbe  offiotals  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
If  that  was  so  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
very  satisfactory  termination  ol  the  oon<^ 
troversy.     He  regretted,  however,  that 
there  were  no  details  of  the  House  of 
Lords  Vote  iu  the  Estimates,  as  it  com- 
pelled them  to  vote  very  much  in  the 
dark.      With  regard  to  the  retirement  of 
officials,   so  far  as    he  understood  the* 
matter,  the  House  of  Lords  had  gone  even 
further  than  the  House  of  Commons,  as 
they  had  recognised  the  principle  that 
their  clerks  should  retire  at  65  except  in 
unusual  circumstances,  when  they  might 
hold  office  five  years  longer.     In  no  case 
would  they  continue  in  office  after  70 
years  of  age.    That,  again,  he  considered 
a  satisfactory  result  of  what  the  House  of 
Commons  had  done  last  year.     Bat,  as 
he   bad   pointed  out,  they  had   got   no 
information  whatever  to  go  on,  and  he 
should  be  glad  if  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  would  tell  him  what  was  the 
precise  position  of  affairs. 
•Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  that  the 
hon.  Member  had  made  a  correct  state- 
ment of  the  position  of  affairs  between 
the   Treasury   and  the  House  of  Lords. 
It  was  quite  true  there  was  no  detailed 
statement  of  the  Vote  for  the  House  of 
Lords,  because  the  Estimates  were  pre- 
sented  in  a  form  which  the  Treasury 
could   not    assent    to.       The    Estimate 
exceeded   by  £693  the  Vote  agreed  to 
last  year,  and  tbe  House  of  Lords  were 
requested  to  alter  their  Estimate  accord- 
ingly.    The  reply  was  not  received  in 
time  to  present  the  details  to  the  House, 
therefore  the  Treasury  were  obliged  to 
put  in  the  total  sum ;  but  it  was  his 
intention    to    place    a    Paper    on    the 
Table      showing      how      the      money 
was  to  be  expended,  before  the  Vote 
was  taken  in  the  ordinary  Estimates. 
The  hon.  Member  could  raise  the  ques- 
tion when  the  Vote  came  on  in  Supply. 
The  House  of  Lords  had  agreed  to  plaoe 
their  .clerks  on  the  same  basis  of  salary 
as  the  clerks  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  they  intended  to  carry  out  consider*' 
able  reductions  as  opportooities  arose  on 
new  appointments.      He   belierved   the 
3  12  - 
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reduetioDB*  they  {Nropbsad  would  be  of  a 
very  satisfactory  kind.  They  had  already, 
under  the  reoommendations  of  the  Lord« 
Committee  of  1889,  effected  a  saviag  ofi 
£2,104  in  one  diroction,  and  of  £300 
under  another  Vote.  A  sum  ol  £2,400 
had  already  been  saved,  and  a  further 
saving  of  a  like  amount  would  accrue  as 
appointments  fell  in.  As  to  retirement, 
it  was  correct  that  the  House  of  Lords 
had  agreed  that  retirement  at  the  age  of 
66  should  be  compulsory  for  every  clerk 
i^pointed  by  the  Clerk  of  Parliaments. 
No  doubt  that  would  be  satisfactory  to 
the  hon.  Member.  He  had  no  communi* 
cations  to  make  on  this  subject  from  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  Treasury  having 
received  none  from  that  House. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  said,  he  wished  to 
move  a  reduction  of  £100  in  the  Trea^ 
sury  Vote  with  respect  to  the  salary  of 
the  First  Lord,  in  order  to  call  attention 
to  the  administration  of  the  Civil  List 
pensions  in  the  granting  of  a  pension  of 
£200  to  Professor  Rhys-Davids  as  a 
student  of  Oriental  literature.  He  (Mr. 
Bartley)  had  asked  a  question  on  this 
subject  some  little  time  ago,  and  he 
thought  the  Committee  and  the  House  at 
large  should  certainly  understand  a  little 
more  about  the  matter  than  they  did  at 
present.  It  would  be  in  the  recollection 
of  the  Committee  that  by  special  Act  of 
Parliament  a  sum  of  £1,200  was  given 
for  distribution  in  pensions  for  special 
services.  The  question  was  whether 
these  pensions  were  to  be  given  to  per- 
sons who  were  well  off  or  only  to  the 
necessitous.  The  words  in  the  Act  were 
*<  such  persons  only  as  have  just  claims 
on  the  Royal  beneficence,*'  and  'he  con- 
tended that  the  word  '^  beneficence  "  dis- 
tinctly showed  that  only  poor  persons 
were  in  contemplation.  In  1834  there 
was  a  Debate  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  Pension  List,  and  in  that  Debate 
a  great  number  of  the  leading  men  of 
the  day  took  a  prominent  part. 
A  Resolution  was  proposed  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  of  the 
Commons  to  settle  what  would  be  a  fair 
way  of  granting  these  pensions.  Lonl 
Althorp  and  others  thought  that  this 
would  be  taking  away  the  prerogative  of 
the  Government,  who  were  responsible, 
and  they  objected  to  a  Committee  ;  but 
it  was  quite  clear  that  the  whole  spirit 
o£  the  Debate,  and  of  the  Resolution,  and 
aJflo  of  the  Act  iramed  upon  it,  was  to 
Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert 


show  .distinctly  that  these  pensions  were 
to  be  given  to  persons  in  necessitous 
circumstances.  Thei^  was  a  discussion 
whether  pensions  should  cease  afier  they 
had  once  been  granted,  and  Lord  Althorp 
said  that  the  strongest  objection  to  the 
then  list  of  pensions  was  that  the  names 
of  several  persons  appeared  upon  it  who, 
since  their  names  were  placed  there,  had 
obtained  large  incomes  which  rendered 
them  unfit  objects  for  Royal  benevolence* 
He  added  that  the  change  in  their 
fortunes  was  a  very  strong  and  proper 
objection  to  their  names  being  retained 
on  the  pension  list,  and  said  that  if  a  case 
were  made  out  of  great  abuse  in  regard  to 
such  a  pension  the  Minister  ought  to  be 
held  strictly  responsible.  He  thought 
be  might  appeal  to  both  sides  of  the 
House  to  recognise  that  Civil  List  pen* 
sions  were  clearly  meant  to  be  given  to 
persons  of  small  means.  Mrs.  Cameron, 
the  widow  of  Captain  Lovett  Cameron, 
whose  services  as  an  explorer  were  well- 
known,  had  been  allowed  a  pension  of 
only  £50,  while  Lady  Alice  Portal,  in 
recognition  of  the  distinguished  services 
of  her  late  husband.  Sir  Gerald  Portal, 
bad  been  granted  a  pension  of  £150  ;  but 
when  it  came  to  the  case  of  Professor 
Rhys-Davids,  a  sixth  part  of  the  whole 
fund — namely,  £200  a  year — was  granted 
to  him.  He  (Mr.  Bartley)  was  not 
going  to  say  a  word  against  this 
gentleman^s  ability  as  an  Oriental 
scholar,  but  he  wished  to  know  why 
he  had  been  picked  out  for  this  very 
large  pension.  He  was  a  man  of  betwecD 
40  and  50  years  of  age.  He  had  held 
an  appointment  in  Ceylon,  and  wby  it 
was  given  up  he  (Mr.  Bartley)  did  not 
profess  to  know.  Professor  Rhys* 
Davids  came  away  from  Ceylon  and 
applied  to  Lord  Kimberley  for  a  pension^ 
but  Lord  Kimberley  did  not  consider  the 
case.  The  Professor  was  the  candidate 
for  the  office  of  Librarian  at  the  India 
Office,  but  was  not  selected,  as  he 
(Mr.  Bartley)  understood,  because  of  his 
recent  history  in  connection  with  the  ap* 
pointment  at  Ceylon.  Professor  Rhys- 
Davids  was  Secretary  of  the  Royal 
Asiatic  Society,  and  he  had  been  physi- 
cally able  to  undertake  a  tour  in  America. 
He  was  just  going  to  get  married,  and  it 
was  a  most  extraordinary  thing  that  he 
should  have  been  picked  iout  for  the  pen- 
sion. There  was  another  Oriental  scholar 
(Major  H.  6.  Raverty),  who  was  in  the 
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PuUio  Seonriee  before  Professor  Rhys- 
Davids  was  bom,  and  who  baa  been  pro- 
mised one  of  these  pensions  for  many  years. 
The  late  Prime  Minister  had  promised 
to  consider  his  case.  The  Prime 
Minister  was  strictly  responsible  for  the 
present  appointment,  and  he  (Mr. 
Hartley)  emphatically  said  that  the  ap- 
pointment was  a  political  job ;  it  was 
known  everywhere  to  be  a  political  job. 
Professor  Rhys-Davids  might  be  a  great 
Oriental  scholar,  but  he  was  a  strong 
supporter  of  the  present  Government  and 
had  been  prominent  in  that  respect.  This 
pension  of  £200  a  year  would  not  have 
been  given  to  him  if  he  had  not  been  a 
strong  political  partisan.  The  system 
on  which  these  pensions  were  awarded 
was  not  satisfactory,  and  if  they  were 
to  be  given  for  political  reasons  the 
sooner  they  were  done  away  with  the 
better.  He  did  not  think  that  iu  the 
past  there  had  been  any  jobs  in  connec- 
tion with  these  pensions,  but  that  during 
the  last  20  years  both  Liberal  and  Con- 
servative Governments  had  made  their 
awards  very  fairly.  He  was  anxious  to 
hear  what  his  right  hou.  Friend  (Sir  J. 
T.  Hibbert)  would  say  in  support  of  the 
appointment.  He  hoped  his  right  hon.  , 
Friend  would  be  able  to  make  out  a  good 
case,  but  if  not  he  thought  the  country 
^onld  know  that  this  pension  was  one  ' 
of  the  grossest  political  jobs  that  hud 
been  perpetrated  for  many  years. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Item  (Class  2,  Vote  3)  of  £  10,0(>0 
for  the  Treasury  and  Subordinate  Departments 
be  reduced  by  £200,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury."  —  ( J/r. 
Bartieif.^ 

Mr.  BYLES  (York,  W.ll.,  Shipley)  : 
I  understand  that  the  hou.  Member  1ms 
just  made  a  stiitemeut  to  the  effect  that 
Professor  Rhys-Davids  is  a  stout  sup- 
porter of  the  present  Government.  I 
believe  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  mistaken, 
and  I  have  every  reason  to  think  his 
political  faith  is  in  agreement  with  that  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mb*  HARTLEY:  I  challenge  the 
hon.  Member  to  say  emphatically  whe- 
ther that  is  the  case.  I  say  emphatically 
that  it  is  not  the  case,  and  that  he  is  a 
member  of  the  National  Liberal  Club, 
and  an  active  Member. 

Mr.  BYLES  :  I  did  not  mean  a  Con- 
serratiTe,  but  that  he  is  a  supporter  of 


the  Opposition  to  the  present  Govern- 
ment in  this  respect :  that  he  is  a  Liberal 
Unionist. 

Mr.  hartley  :  I  do  not  think— in 
fact,  I  know  that  that  is  not  so— and  I  am 
certain  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  get 
up  and  say  he  knows  it  is  a  fact.  There 
may  be  certain  things  about  the  National 
Liberal  Club  which  Professor  Rhys- 
Davids  does  not  altogether  approve  of. 
No  doubt  he  is  one  of  those  people  who 
are  somewhat  troublesome  all  round,  and 
that,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  why  the  pension 
has  been  granted  to  him. 

Mr.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green, 
N.E.)  said,  he  knew  Professor  Rhys- 
Davids,  and  thought  him  a  very  able 
man,  and  well-deserving  of  the  Royal 
Bounty  as  far  as  his  merits  were  con- 
cerned. As  regarded  his  political  pro- 
clivities be  (Mr.  Howell)  did  not  know 
what  they  were,  but  he  did  not  think  he 
had  taken  any  part  in  political  meetings 
— certainly  he  had  taken  no  part  in  meet- 
ings in  favour  of  the  Liberal  Party — 
since  1885.  He  (Mr.  Howell)  was 
rather  sorry  that  this  aspect  of  the  case 
had  been  intro<luced,  and  thought  the 
hon.  Member  had  weakened  his  case  very 
considerably  in  contending  that  the 
appointment  smacked  of  a  political  job. 
The  hon.  Member  would  have  had  a  much 
stronger  case  if  he  had  confined  himself 
to  saying  that,  in  view  of  Professor 
Rhys- Davids'  present  capacity  for  work, 
his  present  position  and  a  great  number  of 
other  things  combined,  he  was  not 
one  of  those  persons  who  ought  to  have 
been  considered  in  preference  to  other 
candidates  for  pensions.  He  (Mr. 
Howell)  had  had  on  two  occasions 
within  the  past  two  years  to  apply  to 
the  Prime  Minister  on  behalf  of  two  men 
whose  names  were  known  in  connection 
with  public  life  for  assistance  out  of  the 
Royal  Bounty.  One  was  John  Bedford 
Leno,  a  poet,  who  was  in  such  feeble 
health  that  he  was  inca])ablc  of  earning 
Is.  a  day.  When  a  small  grant  was 
made  to  him  he  was  in  receipt  of  about 
OS.  a  week.  The  amount  he  received 
was  a  sum — not  a  pension — of  about 
£50.  The  other  case  was  that  of  Mr. 
Lloyd  Jones,  who  was  well  known  to 
many  Members  of  the  House  as  a  very 
earnest  and  able  worker,  as  an  able  and 
eloquent  speaker,  and  as  a  man  who  for  35 
or  40  years  had  devoted  himself  entirely 
to   the  welfare  of   the  working  classes. 
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When  Mr.  Lloyd  Jones  died  he  left  two 
daughters  in  verj  ill-health  and  very 
straitened  circumstances,  and  a  sum  of 
£75  was  granted  to  those  daughters.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  would  have  a 
very  strong  case  if  he  compared  these 
two  grants  with  the  pension  of  £200  a 
year  given  to  an  ahle-bodted  man.  He 
thought  the  House  ought  to  insist  above 
everything  that  in  cases  of  this  kind  the 
circumstances  of  the  recipient  should  be 
taken  into  account  as  well  as  the  services 
rendered.  He  did  not  grudge  the  grant 
made  to  Professor  Rhys-Davids,  as  he 
knew  him  to  be  a  very  able,  fair-minded,  and 
honourable  man.  At  the  same  time,  he 
thought  that  the  discrepancy  between  his 
case  and  the  cases  he  had  mentioned  was 
8o  great  that  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  called  to  it. 

•Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT:  My  hon. 
Friend  opposite  advocated  two  principles 
with  which  I  entirely  agree.  The  first 
was  that  in  the  distribution  of  the  Royal 
Bounty  any  abuse  ought  to  be  prevented. 
I  think  that  the  whole  Committee  will 
concur  in  supporting  that  principle.  The 
other  was  that  no  pension  ought  to  be 
given  for  political  purposes  or  with  a 
political  object.  I  think  that  principle 
will  also  receive  general  concurrence.  I 
do  not  agree  with  my  hon.  Friend  in 
the  other  remarks  he  made,  and  I  think  a 
good  case  can  be  made  out  for  the  grant  of 
this  pension  to  Professor  Rhys-Davids.  I 
know  nothing  about  his  politics  or  whether 
he  is  a  Tory  or  a  Liberal  Unionist,  or  a 
Liberal,  but  I  think  my  hon.  Friend  has 
carried  that  view  of  the  matter  rather 
too  far.  A  man  must  have  some  politics, 
or,  at  all  events,  it  is  desirable  that  he 
should  have  some.  Supposing  he  has 
politics  he  must  be  either  a  Tory  or  a 
Liberal  Unionist  or  a  Liberal.  Whatever 
his  politics  are  they  ought  not  to  dis- 
qualify him  for  a  pension.  I  am  told 
that  Professor  Rhys-Davids  has  devoted 
himself  to  research  upon  the  questions  of 
which  he  has  made  himself  so  great  a 
master,  and  that  in  doing  so  he  has  spent 
the  whole  of  his  fortune,  so  that  he  is 
now  practically  a  poor  man.  When  he 
retired  from  Ceylon,  he  applied  to  the 
Colonial  Office  for  a  pension,  but  no  pen- 
sion was  granted  to  him  because  he  was 
technically  not  entitled  to  one.  He  was 
never  refused  the  India  Office  Librarian- 
ship,  but  when  he  wished  to  becomB^  a 
candidate  the    India    Office    appear  to 

Mr,  Howell 


have  required  to  have  an  Indian  civiliaki 
as  Librarian,  and  aa  he  was  not  an 
Indian  civilian  he  was  outof  themnniDg^ 
At  the  present  moment  Professor  Rhys* 
Davids  is  entitled  to  a  salaiy  of  £200  a 
year  as  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Asiatic 
Society,  and  that,  I  believe,  is  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  income  he  possesses.  Hia 
name  was  brought  forward  as  a  candidate 
for  this  pension  by  a  number  of  very 
eminent  men  of  every  political  opinion, 
amongst  them  being  Professor  Huxley. 
This  fact  shows  that  the  recommendation 
had  no  political  origin.  Out  of  all  the 
recommendations  made  to  him,  the  Prime 
Minister  selected  Professor  Rhys-Davids 
for  this  pension  of  £200.  I  do 
not  wish  to  go  into  the  question  as 
to  whether  that  is  too  much  for  him  or 
too  little,  but  I  think  there  is  a  strong 
case  in  favour  of  Professor  Rhys-Davids, 
who  is  an  eminent  man  and  who  has 
spent  the  whole  of  his  fortune  in  re- 
search. I  do  not  object  to  my  hon. 
Friend  calling  attention  to  this  matter, 
but  I  think  there  is  much  more  to  be  said 
for  than  against  it. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  this  pension  being 
given  to  enable  Professor  Rhys-Davids 
to  devote  himself  to  research,  but  he  would 
point  out  that  these  pensions  were  not 
given  to  enable  people  to  devote  them- 
selves to  research.  He  thought  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  given  himself  away, 
for  there  was  a  Vote  which  was  given  for 
research,  and  if  this  money  had  come 
out  of  that  Vote  he  (Mr.  Bartley)  should 
have  said  nothing  about  it,  but  this  pen- 
sion list  was  for  persons  who  were  sup- 
posed to  be  worn  out,  or  who  had  practi- 
cally given  up  their  work,  and  whose 
circumstances  were  such  that  they  were 
unable  to  maintain  themselves.  He  must 
say  he  thought  the  defence  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  made  the  matter  worse, 
as  it  was  that  this  able-bodied  man,  who 
was  now  in  receipt  of  £200  a  year  salary  for 
another  appointment,  who  was  able  to  go 
on  a  lecturing  tour  in  America — thus 
showing  that  his  duties  as  Secretary  of  the 
Royal  Asiatic  Society  were  not  onerous — 
and  who  had  other  means  of  living,  had 
been  given  this  £200  a  year,  not  as  a 
pension,  but  in  order  that  he  might  carry 
on  his  researches.  He  had  no  objection 
to  a  politician  getting  a  pension,  but  his 
objection  was  that  an  able-bodied  young 
politician    should   have   it,    as    though 
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it  was  a  pension  for  his  services  in 
politics.  If  pensions  from  this  Civil 
List  were  to  be  made  vehicles  for  re- 
searehy  the  whole  object  of  the  grant  was 
done  awaj  with,  and,  therefore,  the  .case 
was  worse  than  he  had  thought  it  was. 
He  thought  it  was  a  misappropriation  of 
funds  that  thej  ought  to  divide  against. 

•Mb.  T.  W.  BUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
said,  the  qaestion  was  not  whether  this 
gentleman's  income  was  sufficient  for  him, 
but  whether  he  was  a  person  who  was 
entitled  to  receive  this  award  from  the 
Civil  List,  which  was  not  a  fund  that 
existed  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  in- 
comes of  certain  people  sufficient.  The 
fund  was  intended  for  persons  who  were 
not  able  to  work,  and,  therefore,  this 
dC200  had  been  given  at  the  expense  of 
other  and,  in  his  opinion,  more  deserving 
people.  Whilst  this  gentleman  received 
this  £200,  other  people,  at  least  equally 
deserving,  must  go  with  less,  and  many 
of  them  w  i th  no  pension  at  all.  He  did  not 
think  his  right  hon.  Friend  had  made  a 
very  complete  defence,  because  he  had 
simply  based  it,  as  far  as  he  could  follow, 
upon  the  fact  that  this  Professor  had  only 
a  salary  of  £200  a  year;  but  was  his  right 
hon.  Friend  going  to  say  he  was  goin^  to 
supplement  every  one's  salary  which  was 
not  sufficient  ?  That  was  no  defence  at 
all.  He  did  not  think  it  was  fair  to  raise 
the  question  of  politics,  as  no  one  con  Id 
tell  what  they  were,  and  therefore  he  did 
not  deal  with  it  from  that  standpoint, 
but  he  said  that  with  a  limited  fund  of 
this  character,  which  was  paid  away  in 
small  grants,  to  give  one-sixth  of  the 
fund  to  a  gentleman  only  60  years  of  age, 
and  who  was  going  upon  a  lecturing  tour 
to  America  was  monstrous. 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston)  said,  that 
if  he  understood  his  right  hon.  Friend, 
this  money  was  given  to  -Professor 
Rhys-Davids  in  order  to  enable  him  to 
carry  on  his  researches.  What  he  wished 
to  find  out  was  this.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Islington  had  said  it  would  be 
possible,  if  it  was  desirable  to  give  this 
money  to  encourage  research,  to  give  it 
out  of  another  fund ;  therefore,  if  research 
was  the  object,  that  would  have  been  the 
better  course  to  have  adopted.  In  that 
case  the  matter  would  have  come  under 
the  cognisance  of  Parliament,  whereas 
now  it  was  only  in  an  indirect  way  they 
had  been  able  to  find  out  what  was 
being  done  ;  it  was  only  by  attacking 
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I  the  Treasury  that  they  could  get  at  this 
I  Professor's  grant  at  all.  He  must  con- 
fess that  he  knew  very  little  about 
Professor  Rhys-Davids,  and  he  did  not 
think  politics  entered  into  the  question 
so  much  as  an  hon.  Member  supposed, 
but  it  did  seem  to  him  to  be  a  very  large  sum 
indeed  when  they  recollected  the  object 
for  which  the  money  was  given.  It  was 
given  in  small  sums  of  £30,  £40,  £30, 
and  even  down  to  £20  a  year,  so  that  it  was 
clear  it  was  a  very  limited  fund,  and  if  they 
were  to  give  it  away  in  these  large  sums 
of  £200  many  deserving  people  would 
suffer.  It  was  more  on  that  ground  that 
he  opposed  it.  It  might  have  been  right 
to  give  this  Professor  £50  a  year  if  he 
had  been  an  old  man;  but  here  was  a  man 
who  was  able  to  go  to  America,  and  add 
to  his  income  by  delivering  scientific 
lectures  which  would  turn  to  his  owa 
advantage  ;  therefore  it  seemed  to  him  a 
most  remarkable  thing  that  the  Prime 
Minister,  in  one  of  the  earliest  exercises 
of  his  patronage  of  this  fund,  should 
have  deliberately  chosen  a  comparatively 
young  man  who  was  drawing  a  regular 
salary  as  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Asiatic 
Society.  But  it  was  not  so  much  for 
rewarding  Professor  Rhys-Davids  as  for 
improperly  diminishing  the  fund  that  be 
should  vote  for  the  reduction. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  73  ; 
Noes  156.— (Division  List,  No.  202.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  said,  he  wished  to 
ask  a  question  respecting  the  scheme  of 
retirement  of  attendants  and  messengers 
at  South  Kensington.  There  had  been 
a  good  deal  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part 
of  certain  messengers 

The  chairman  :  Under  what 
Vote  would  that  come  ? 

Mr.  BARTLEY  said,  it  was  difficult 
to  answer  that  question  ;  it  did  not  come 
under  anyooe^s  salary,  but  it  was  a  scheme 
adopted  by  the  Treasury. 

The  chairman  :  You  can  only 
raise  the  question  upon  a  specific  Vote. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said,  he  desired  to 
obtain  some  information  as  to  a  Treasury 
Minute  that  had  been  issued.  The 
Treasury,  as  he  understood,  had  issued  a 
Treasury  Minute  with  regard  to  the  right 
or  claim  of  the  Civil  servants  to  be 
elected  on  the  new  District  Councils  and 
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Parish  Councils.  As  be  understood  the 
Treasury  Minute,  they  had  ordered 
that  the  Civil  servants  should  not  be 
members  of  District  Councils  because 
they  might  meet  during  official  hours, 
but  they  allowed  Civil  servants  to  be- 
come members  of  Parish  Councils,  because 
they  said — 

''The  case  is  different  as  regards  Parish 
Councils ;  Section  2»  Sub-section  3,  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1894,  provides  they  shall  not 
begin  earlier  than  6  o'clock  in  the  evening." 

That  was  the  ground  on  which  they  were 
to  be  allowed  to  be  members  of  the 
Parish  Councils.  In  issuing  that  docu- 
ment the  Treasury  must  have  been  under 
au  entire  misapprehension,  because  the 
section  referred  to  parish  meetings  and 
not  Parish  Councils,  and  it  said — 

"  Parish  meetings  shall  be  held  at  least  once 
m  every  year,  and  the  proceedings  of  every 
parish  meeting  shall  begin  not  earlier  than 
DO  clock  in  the  evening." 

Therefore,  the  Treasury  Minute  did  not 
turn  out  to  be  au  infallible  document,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  know 
his  own  Act.  As  the  Treasury  were 
wrong  in  the  reasons  they  had  given  for 
allowing  Civil  servants  to  be  members  of 
Parish  Councils,  and  Parish  Councils 
were  in  the  same  position  as  District 
Councils,  what  were  they  going  to  do  ? 
He  presumed  the  Minute  would  be  with- 
drawn, and  a  new  one  issued,  and,  in 
that  case,  would  the  Treasury  forbid  the 
Civil  servants  to  be  members  of  the 
Parish  Councils,  or  would  they  give  a  new 
reason  drawing  a  distinction  between  the 
two.'' 

Mr.  E.  J.  C.  MORTON  (Devonport) 
said,  that,  according  to  the  Dockyard 
Regulations,  the  employes  of  the  dock- 
yards were  allowed  to  have  12  days  a 
year  off,  losing  their  wages  during  those 
days,  and  were  practically  allowed  to 
take  them  whenever  they  liked,  and  he 
wished  to  know  what  reason  there  was 
for  forbidding  employes  of  the  dockyards 
being  members  of  a  Public  Body,  provided 
they  were  willing,  to  take  the  time  they 
were  away  from  their  work  out  of  the 
days  they  were  allowed  and  lose  their 
wages  thereby  ? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  that  what 
the  hon.  Member  for  Preston  (Mr. 
Hanbury)  called  a  Treasury  Minute  wa^ 
not  laid  on  the  Table  as  a  Treasury 
Minute,  but  was  simply  a  Memorandum 
sent  round  by  the  Treasury  to  the 
Mr,  Hanbury 


various  Government  Departments  in 
order  that  the  latter  might  express  theur 
opinions  upon  it.  The  document  had 
now  been  revised  and  altered  in  several 
particulars.  Any  official  would  be  allowed 
to  attend  the  meetings  of  a  Parish  Council 
of  which  he  happened  to  be  a  member  so 
long  as  the  meetings  did  not  interfere 
with  the  work  of  the  office  in  which  he 
was  employed.  If  his  Parish  Council 
meetings  were  held,  for  instance,  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  he  would  not  be 
allowed  to  be  a  member  nor  to  attend  the 
meetings.  In  answer  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Devonport  (Mr.  E.  J.  C.  Morton),  he 
might  say  that  the  power  was  given  to 
the  heads  of  Departments  enabling  them 
toallow  employes  to  attend  such  meetings, 
provided  that  this  did  not  interfere  with 
the  business  of  the  State. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said,  that  whether 
the  document  was  a  Treasury  Minute  or 
a  Memorandum,  it  was  issued  from  the 
Treasury,  and  the  Treasury  drew  a  dis- 
tinction between  District  and  Parish 
Councils,  being  under  the  impression  that 
District  Councils  could  meet  at  any  time 
and  that  Parish  Councils  could  only  meet 
after  6  o'clock  in  the  evening.  What 
be  wished  to  know  was  why,  the  mistake 
having  been  explained,  the  Treasury  still 
maintained  the  distinction  ? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  he  thought 
there  was  a  broad  distinction  between 
District  and  Parish  Councils.  There 
was  no  doubt  it  would  l)e  the  case  that 
Parish  Councils  would  meet  in  the 
evening,  but  there  would  be  very  few 
cases,  scarcely  any,  in  which  District 
Councils  would  meet  in  the  evening.  The 
District  Councils  represented  large  areas 
and  large  districts,  and,  therefore,  must 
meet  in  the  daytime,  as  the  members 
would  have  to  travel  long  distances  to 
attend  them.  It  was  not  possible  to 
allow  Government  officials  to  attend 
them  during  the  time  that  ought  to  be 
devoted  to  the  work  of  the  country.  With 
respect  to  Parish  Councils,  it  was  quite 
different,  as  many  of  them  would  meet  in 
the  evening.  If  they  met  in  the 
daytime  no  Government  official  would 
be  allowed  to  attend  them ;  but  if 
they  met  in  the  evening,  there  was 
no  reason  why  an  official  should  not 
be  allowed  to  attend  the  meetings. 

Mr.  POWELL    WILLIAMS   (Bir- 
lingham,  S.)  said,  he  rose  to  ask  the 

St   hon.  Gentleman  if   he  would  be 
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able  to  lay  on  the  Table  of  the  House  a 
Beturn  relating  to  the  law  charges  or 
payments,  which  were  sanctioned  by  the 
House  a  little  time  ago,  and  which  it 
was  perfectly  necessary  should  be  in 
their  possession  before  they  came  to  the 
Vote  of  the  Law  Officers'  charges. 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  that  the 
Return  would  be  laid  on  the  Table  in  a 
very  short  time. 

Mr.  E.  J.  C.  MORTON  remarked  that 
his  point  was  this.  He  did  not  want 
any  alteration  whatever  made  in  the 
regulations  as  to  the  grant  of  leave  or 
the  time  at  which  leave  might  be  grantecl 
or  the  conditions  ns  to  the  hours  of  leave 
and  so  on,  nor  did  he  want  that  the  leave 
should  be  cut  into  small  portions.  What 
he  said  was,  that  at  the  present  time  a 
man  was  allowed  a  certain  amount  of 
leave — ^he  might  take  it  in  12  days,  and 
naight  spend  those  days  in  the  manner 
he  pleased — and  he  knew  of  employes 
in  the  dockyards  belonging  to  both 
poliucal  Parties  who  took  their  leave 
and  devoted  it  to  working  purely  for 
their  .own  Party.  They  did  not  want 
that  there  should  be  any  interference 
with  the  method  in  which  they  spent 
their  leave,  or  that  they  should  be  speci- 
fically forbidden  to  attend  meetings  of 
Public  Local  Bodies.  That  was  what 
he  objected  to. 

Mr.  HOZIER  (Lanarkshire,  S.)  asked 
how  was  it  possible  to  know  when  the 
Parish  Councils  would  meet  ?  They 
would  not  fix  their  hours  of  meeting 
until  thev  were  elected. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Somerset,  N.)  said, 
that  at  the  present  moment  what  under 
the  Act  would  be  a  District  Council  was 
now  a  Local  Board!  The  Local  Boards  met 
in  the  evening,  and  it  seemed,  therefore, 
rather  hard  that  in  that  case  a  Government 
employe  should  not  be  able  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  affairs  of  his  own 
parish  because  it  happened  to  be  managed 
by  a  District  Council. 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  such  a  case 
would  be  met  by  the  head  of  a  Depart- 
ment under  whose  control  the  matter 
would  be.  Where  the  meetings  took 
place  in  the  evening,  whether  they  were 
Parish  or  District  Councils,  any  Govern- 
ment official  n^ould  be  able  to  attend 
them  so  long  as  he  was  not  taken  away 
from  the  work  to  which,  during  certain 
hours,  he  was  bound  to  devote  his  atten- 
tion. 


Mr.  STOREY  (Sunderland)  said, 
that  whAt  some  of  them  objected  to  was 
the  right  of  the  head  of  a  department  to 
day  that  a  man  should  or  should  not  serve 
his  fellow-citizens.  They  would  never 
for  a  moment  admit  such  a  right  to  the 
head  of  any  department.  Why  should 
such  a  limitation  be  made  ?  He  could 
understand  it  if  the  Government  servants 
were  scattered  about  the  country  where 
District  Councils  met  at  very  long  dis- 
tances from  the  homes  of  the  elected 
persons,  but  he  believed  that  would  settle 
itself,  and  in  the  case  of  dockyard  ser- 
vants they  would  not  find  this  condition  of 
things,  because  then  the  District  Council 
would  meet  in  the  place  where  the  dock- 
yard was  situate.  Why,  in  the  name  of 
goodness,  should  these  men  have  to  go 
to  the  head  of  the  department  cap  in  hand 
and  say,  "I  want  to  servo  my  fellow- 
citizens  ;  they  want  to  elect  me.  You 
must  say  yes  or  no."  He  should  cer- 
tainly vote  against  such  a  limitatioit. 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  it  would 
be  easy  to  distinguish  in  such  cases. 
What  the  Government  contended  was 
that  a  dockyard  official  should  not  be  at 
liberty  to  do  other  work  during  the  hours 
he  was  paid  for  doing  the  work  of  the 
State.  If  the  Local  Authority  met  at 
a  time  which  did  not  clash  with  the 
officials'  hours  of  work  there  would  be 
DO  difficulty  in  such  an  official  attending 
the  meetings  of  the  Local  Body. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said,  there 
were  two  matters  involved  which  ap- 
peared to  1)0  quite  distinct.  The  first 
part  was  as  to  the  dockyard  employes. 
They,  of  course,  came  under  the  same 
rule  as  all  other  public  servants,  and  the 
only  question  was  whether  that  rnle  was 
a  right  and  proper  one.  He  agreed  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  was  a 
right  and  proper  rule  that  a  public 
servant  should  be  precluded  from  em- 
ploying his  time  in  other  matters  than 
the  service  to  which  he  was  paid  for 
devoting  his  whole  time.  The  point 
now  raised  was  this  :  they  were  having 
the  pretension  put  forward  that  the 
Parish  Councils  were  to  be  dictated,  in 
the  first  instance,  by  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments ;  that  there  was  to  be  a  preliminary 
selection  of  candidates  by  heads  of  de- 
partments, who  were  to  say  to  this  man 
*^Go,"  and  he  goeth,  and  to  that  man 
**Go,*'  and  he  goeth  as  no  Councillor. 
They   could  not  have  any  part  of  the 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  i€ 


1808    Supply— CivU  Servieei,    {COMMONS} 


machinery  of  looal  BeK-gOTerDment 
made  into  machinery  by  which  Goyem- 
ment  officials  should  dictate  as  to  who 
ought  to  take  part  in  local  govemment 
and  who  ought  not.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Sir  J,  T.  Hibbert)  said  quite 
right.  If  they  were  told  that  the  con- 
tention was  that  the  head  of  a  depart- 
ment should  be  able  to  allow  or  forbid 
an  official  in  his  department  to  be  a 
candidate  it  was  a  contention  that  would 
be  most  strenuously  resisted. 

Sib  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  that  the 
Treasury  had  no  desire  to  treat  this 
matter  in  a  narrow  spirit,  and  as  far  as 
he  was  personally  concerned  he  certainly 
had  not.  What  he  thought  they  ought 
to  take  care  of  was  that  the  State  bad 
its  value  from  the  persons  it  employed. 
He  did  not  think  they  ought  to  lay  down 
any  stringent  rules,  the  only  object  being 
that  those  persons  employed  by  the  State 
should  not  devote  any  of  the  time  they 
ought  to  give  to  the  State  to  any  other 
purpose.  He  should  take  care  that  the 
question  should  be  considered  in  the  light 
of  the  desire  expressed  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said,  his  objection 
was  to  drawing  a  distinction  between 
Parish  Councils  and  District  Councils. 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  said,  that  no 
such  distinction  would  be  drawn. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said,  that  surely  the 
proper  basis  on  which  to  put  the  ques- 
tion was  the  old  basis  on  which  Direc- 
torships were  put.  There  was  a  rule 
that  Civil  servants  should  not  be  em- 
ployed as  directors  on  Boards  which  met 
during  their  official  hours,  and  the  reason- 
able thing  to  do  would  be  to  extend  the 
rule  to  the  holding  of  offices  on  Boards 
of  this  kind.  If  both  District  and  Parish 
Councils  were  put  on  the  same  footing, 
then  he  thought  the  Treasury  were  on 
very  safe  ground,  but  the  intention  origin- 
ally was  to  put  them  on  a  different  foot- 
ing. 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  admitted  that 
this  was  originally  the  intention,  but  it 
was  not  the  intention  at  the  present 
moment.  The  rule  which  his  hon. 
Friend  suggested  was  strictly  carried 
out,  and  might  with  propriety  be  made 
applicable  in  these  cases. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) 
said,  what  they  wanted  clearly  to  under- 
stand was  whether  any  dockyard  official 
who  was  properly  entitled  to  12  days' 
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leave  should  be  able  to  devote  that  time 
to  public  work  without  having  in  any 
way  to  ask  leave  of  his  superior  officer  ? 

Sir  D.  MACFARLANE  (ArgyU) 
inquired,  would  the  head  of  a  Department 
have  to  be  asked  for  leave  before  an 
employe  in  the  dockyards  became  a  can- 
didate for  any  of  these  Parish  Councils, 
or  would  he  be  allowed  to  be  elected,  and 
then,  if  elected,  would  he  have  to  go  to 
the  bead  of  the  Department  in  order  to 
obtain  leave  to  attend  to  his  duties  as 
member  of  such  Council  ? 

Commander  BETHELL  (York,  E.B., 
Holdemess)  said,  that  the  Government 
had  no  business  to  interfere  with  Boards 
of  Directors  or  Local  Bodies,  but  they  had 
power  to  interfere  with  their  servants, 
and  if  these  Boards  liked  to  elect  Civil 
servants,  all  that  was  said  to  the  servants 
was,  "Very  well,  within  your  office 
hours  you  shall  not  go."  That  was  a 
rule  of  universal  application  which  ought 
to  be  followed. 

^Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  East- 
bourne) said,  he  hoped  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  and  the  Government  would 
stand  firm  as  rocks  after  the  mischievous 
views  which  had  been  enunciated  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sunderland,  who 
seemed  to  imply  that  any  servant  in  the 
dockyard  was  apparently  to  leave  the 
yard  when  he  pleased. 

Mr.  storey  :  No,  no. 

Admiral  FIELD  :  Well,  he  says  that 
he  objects  that  they  have  to  go  cap  in 
hand  to  the  head  of  the  department. 

Mr.  storey  :  What  I  said  was  that 
he  ought  to  be  allowed  to  become  a  can- 
didate the  same  as  any  other  citizen ; 
that  he  ought  to  be  elected  the  same  as 
any  other  person,  and  that  there  should 
be  no  preliminary  going  to  the  official 
superior  and  saying,  '^Please  can  I  be- 
come a  candidate  ?  *'  We  may  trust  to 
the  common  sense  of  the  people  that  they 
will  not  elect  a  man  who  cannot  attend, 
and  the  question  will,  therefore,  never 
arise. 

^Admiral  FIELD  thought  the  hon. 
Member  objected  to  having  to  ask  per- 
mission to  leave  the  dockyards.  He 
(Admiral  Field)  took  a  strong  view  as  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  Public  Service ;  and 
the  efficiency  of  these  District  Boards 
and  Parish  Councils,  in  his  mind,  was  not 
worth  the  snap  of  the  fingers  compared 
with  the  efficiency  of  the  Public  Service, 
He  hoped  the  Government  would    not 
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yield  to  Kadioal  prepare  and  give  any 
priTilege  to  dockyard  servante,  or  to  any 
other  officials  of  the  Crown.  The 
efficiency  of  the  dockyards  and  the  proper 
building  and  repairing  of  ships  should 
be  the  only  consideration  which  should 
guide  the  officers  in  regulating  the  leave 
of  absence  in  the  dockyards.  If  there 
was  any  feeling  amongst  hon.  Members 
that  dockyard  men  were  to  have  special 
favours  extended  to  them  to  attend 
Parish  Councils  or  District  Councils,  he, 
for  one,  was  utterly  opposed  to  it.  For 
his  part,  he  thought  the  dockyard  men 
were  better  off  these  Boards  alto- 
gether so  as  to  have  their  evenings  to 
themselves,  and  so  that  they  might  be 
able  to  properly  do  th^  work  for  which 
they  were  paid  by  the  Crown. 

•Sir  F.  8.  POWELL,  as  representing 
aD  industrial  district,  desired  to  make  a 
few  observations  upon  the  Home  Office 
Vote.  He  felt  be  should  only  be  doing 
his  duty  if  he  were  to  direct  attention  to 
a  change  in  the  staff  of  the  Home  Office. 
The  Permanent  Secretary  of  that  Office, 
after  many  years*  service,  had  retired  into 
private  life  to  enjoy  a  well-earned  pen- 
sion, and  it  was  only  right  that  some 
Member  of  the  House  should  express 
his  sense  of  the  public  service  this  gen- 
tleman had  rendered  during  many  years. 
As  regarded  the  Reports  of  the  Factory 
Inspectors,  upon  which  his  few  remarks 
would  be  made,  it  was  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  recognise  improvements  from  the 
first  page  to  the  last.  Many  evils  which 
caused  anxiety  in  previous  years  had 
been  removed,  and  others  were  being 
removed,  or  were  in  the  course  of  being 
gradually  diminished,  and,  they  hoped,  in 
a  few  years  would  disappear  from  those 
calamitous  conditions  which  formed  the 
just  complaints  of  sanitarians,  and  were 
equally  regretted  by  all  friends  of  the 
labouring  classes.  Many  years  ago  dis- 
cussions were  raised  in  the  House  as  to 
the  injurious  effects  on  the  workpeople 
of  the  manufacture  of  lucifer  matches. 
The  trade  appeared  to  be  a  simple  one,  but 
it  was  also  a  dangerous  one,  and  great  loss 
of  life  arose  in  former  days  from  the  con- 
ditions under  which  this  manufacture 
was  carried  on.  He  was  glad  to  see  in 
the  recent  Report  of  the  Chief  Factory 
Inspector  that  the  disease  then  complained 
of  appeared  to  be  now  almost  entirely 
non-existent.  In  the  same  Report 
some    remarks    were    made    as   to  the 


conditions  of  safety  in  the  quarries. 
He  desired  to  know  if  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
carry  through  the  House  the  Quarries 
Bill  which  had  come  down  from  the 
House  of  Lords.  That  was  legislation 
of  considerable  importance,  and  was 
exciting  great  interest  amongst  those  en- 
gaged in  coal  mines,  because  they  desired 
to  know  how  far  their  industry  would  be 
affected  by  the  proposed  legislation  with 
regard  to  quarries.  He  was  glad  to 
find  emphatic  mention  made  in  the  Re- 
port as  to  the  flax  and  linen  manufac- 
ture. He  had  had  the  privilege  of 
visiting  the  factories  in  Belfast  as  well 
as  in  Lancashire,  and  there  was  no  doubt 
the  sanitary  condition  in  Ireland  was 
much  less  satisfactory  than  that  of  the 
Lancashire  workshops.  The  subject,  he 
was  pleased  to  see,  was  engaging  the 
attention  of  the  Home  Office,  and  he 
hoped  the  condition  of  those  who 
laboured  in  the  flax  and  linen  factories 
of  Ireland  might  be  greatly  improved. 
He  should  like  to  know  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  such  detail  as  he 
should  be  able  to  supply  to  the  Commit- 
tee what  had  been  done  as  to  the  Report 
of  the  Departmental  Committee  on  dan- 
gerous trades  ?  How  far  were  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Departmental 
Committee  being  carried  into  effect  ?  He 
certainly  felt  himself,  on  an  examination 
of  the  Report,  that  there  was  a  certain 
degree  of  ambiguity  as  to  which  recom- 
mendations had  been  carried  out,  and 
which  not.  He  hoped  the  Home  Secre- 
tary would  be  able  to  give  them  some 
information  on  this  subject.  In  the  Fac- 
tory Inspectors*  Reports  there  was  an 
omission  which  he  regretted.  He  had 
had  the  honour  of  serving  on  two  Com- 
mittees as  regarded  the  hours  of  labour 
in  shops,  and  he  expected  to  find  under 
the  heading  in  the  Report  of  '^Shop 
Hours  "  a  full  and  explicit  statement  on 
the  subject.  There  were,  however,  only 
one  or  two  passages  on  the  subject. 
He  desired  to  know  how  far  the  condition 
of  workers  in  shops  bad  been  improved 
by  legislation.  If  no  improvement  had 
been  made  in  the  condition  of  things 
then  he  thought  the  time  had  come,  not 
for  hon.  Members  to  bring  forward  their 
own  Bills,  but  for  the  Government  to 
take  the  matter  in  hand  and  vigorously 
pass-  through  a  measure  for  effecting 
those   changes   in   the    law    which,    ia 
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that  case,  were  certainly  essential. 
Though  he  had  occasion  to  regret  the 
omission  to  which  he  had  referred,  he 
could  not  help  thinking  that  these  Re- 
ports were  somewhat  discursive,  for  they 
contained  ohservations  of  a  general 
character  which  threw  no  light  on  the 
condition  of  factories.  Again,  he  also 
found  that  the  Inspectors  in  their  Re- 
ports, after  describing  certain  evils  which 
they  wished  to  remedy,  mentioned  the 
names  of  firms  which  made  certain 
machines  which  would  remedy  these 
evils.  He  was  not  at  all  sure  that  it  was 
a  wise  thing  that  a  Government  Inspec- 
tor in  an  official  document  should  name 
a  particular  firm.  He  was  sure  it  had 
been  done  with  the  best  of  motives,  but 
he  thought  that  such  a  system,  if 
continued,  might  lead  the  Inspectors  into 
temptation,  and  in  that  way  the  authority 
and  impartiality  of  the  Report  might  be 
greatly  impaired.  He  was  much  in- 
terested in  reading  the  Reports  of  the 
women  Inspectors,  which  contained 
valuable  matter  and  showed  sympathy 
on  the  part  of  the  gentler  sex  towards 
their  sisters  employed  in  the  works, 
which  commanded  their  admiration. 
There  was  one  remark  made  by  one  of 
the  women  Inspectors  which  somewhat 
surprised  him,  aud  that  was  a  complaint 
which  was  made  as  to  the  infringement 
of  the  Truck  Acts.  He  would  be  glad 
to  know  whether  the  Home  Secretary  con- 
sidered that  the  Truck  Acts  were  now  being 
infringed  or  not.  Another  evil  to  which 
the  women  Inspectors  called  attention  was 
the  practice  of  attaching  the  bed-rooms  of 
the  workpeople  to  the  work-room,  by  means 
of  which  arrangement  the  limitation  of 
hours  prescribed  by  the  Act  was  obeyed  in 
the  work-room  but  evaded  by  the  people 
being  engaged  in  the  bed-rooms.  That 
was  a  scandalous  infraction  of  the  Act. 
The  statement  as  to  the  attachment  of 
bed-rooms  for  collusion  and  evasion  of 
the  Act  applied  not  only  to  work-rooms 
but  to  shops.  Such  a  system  amounted 
to  an  entire  and  complete  violation  of  the 
Act.  He  saw  one  statement  in  a  Report 
that  women  were  worked  on  Saturday 
even  so  late  as  1 1  o'clock  at  night.  The 
excessive  hours  took  place  not  in  the 
work-room,  which  was  under  inspection, 
but  in  the  bed-room,  which  was  not  so 
far  regulated  and  under  control.  He 
should  like  to  know  how  far  the  Sanitary 
Authorities    were     carrying    out     their 

Sir  F.  S.  Powell 


duties*  Under  an  Act  passed  by  the  late 
Government  certain  functions  were  dele- 
gated to  the  Sanitary  Authorities.  The 
Reports  on  this  topic  were  anything  bat 
of  an  encouraging  nature,  for  it  was 
stated,  again  and  again,  that  the  Local 
Authorities  were  not  doing  their 
duty.  That  was  a  serious  matter. 
When  the  Act  was  passed  in  1891  he 
felt  doubts  as  to  whether  the  In- 
spectors under  the  Local  Authorities 
would  discharge  their  duties  with  satis- 
faction. He  was  afraid  his  doubts  had 
been  realised.  He  would  say  nothing 
about  the  administration  of  Acts  relating 
to  mines  beyond  this,  that  he  had  made 
inquiries  of  masters  and  men  in  his  own 
district,  which  was  a  mining  district,  and 
was  glad  to  say  that  no  complaints  had 
been  made.  There  were  signs  of  the 
beginning  of  long-standing  peace  between 
employers  and  employed,  which  he  gladly 
welcomed.  As  the  result  of  his  observa- 
'tions,  extending  now  over  many  years,  he 
was  able  to  congratulate  the  country  upon 
the  progress  that  had  been  made  in  im- 
proving the  condition  of  the  people  in 
their  homes  as  well  as  in  their  workshops 
and  factories.  This  satisfactory  state  of 
things  was  greatly  due  to  the  spread  of 
intelligence  amongst  the  people,  and  to 
their  becoming  keenly  alive  to  the  im- 
portance of  these  reforms.  He  hoped  the 
progress  that  had  been  made  would  be  con 
tinuous,  aud  that  nothing  would  be  left  un- 
done in  that  direction  by  the  Home  Office. 
•The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
AsQUiTH,  Fife,  E.)  :  I  should  be  the  last 
to  complain  of  the  remarks  made  by  the 
hon.  Baronet.  I  am  very  glad,  indeed,  that 
the  hon.  Baronet — having  thought  this  a 
proper  occasion  for  discussing  these  mat- 
ters— should  have  adopted  an  attitude  so 
complimentary  to  the  administration  of 
the  Factory  Acts,  and  on  behalf  of  those 
for  whom  I  am  responsible  I  tender  to 
the  hon.  Baronet  my  acknowledgments 
for  the  appreciation  he  has  shown  of  the 
ability  and  energy  with  which  the  In- 
spectors are  going  their  work.  I  will 
deal  briefly  with  the  points  on  which  the 
hon.  Baronet  asked  for  information.  I 
earnestly  hope  the  House  will  treat 
HS  a  non  -  controversial  measure  the 
Bill  for  transferring  the  inspection  of 
quarries  to  the  Inspectors  of  Mines 
— a  change  in  the  law  the  necessity 
for  which  has  been  pressed  upon  me 
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by. the  Departmental  Committee*.  I  am 
satisfied  that  by  that  change,  coupled  wilh 
the  appointmeat  of  additional  Inspectora, 
a  number  of  serious  accidents  will  be 
prevented.  All  the  Reports  of  the  Be* 
partmental  Commiltee  with  reference  to 
dangerous  trades  has  been  acted  upon ; 
and  under  the.  special,  powers  conferred  by 
the  Act  of  1891 1  have  made  special  Bules 
to  carry  out  many  of  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee.  In  the  case  of  the  lead 
trade  and  the  chemical  trade  the  Kules 
haye  been  practically  agreed  to,  and  in 
ibe  case  of  the  pottery  trade  they  are 
on  the  yerge  of  an  agreement  with- 
out arbitration.  The  case  of  quar* 
ries  stands  oyer  for  the  transfer 
of  jarisdiction  proposed  by  the  Bill. 
I  am  quite  with  the  hon.  Baronet  as  to 
the  excessive  length  of  shop  hours  in 
large  towns.  A  Resolution  in  favour  of 
change  in  the  law  was  carried  unani- 
mously by  this  House,  and  I  shall  be 
only  too  glad  when  time  can  be  found  to 
make  the  necessary  alteration.  I  may 
point  out  that  the  administration  of  the 
existing  law  with  regard  to  work- 
shops is  by  no  means  carried  so 
far  as  it  ought  to  be  by  the  Local  Autho- 
rities; and  complaints  are  made  of  the 
eupineness  with  which  the  Local  Autho- 
rities perform  the  duties  cast  upon  them 
by  the  Act  of  1891.  I  regret  to  say 
that  I  think  that  complaint  is  well 
founded  ;  and,  although  in  some  places 
there  are  enlightened  men  of  experience 
who  carry  out  the  law  with  efficiency 
and  determination,  in  too  many  places 
there  is  the  most  melancholy  remissness 
in  giving  effect  to  the  salutary  provisions 
of  the  existing  law.  I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  it  was  not  a  retrograde  step 
to  entrust  these  duties  to  Local  Autho- 
rities, and  not  to  keep  them  in  the  hands 
of  the  Central  Executive;  and  it  may 
be  that  we  dball  have  to  retrace  our 
steps  and  take  away  from  Local  Autho- 
rities powers  which  they  do  not  seem 
anxious  to  use  efficiently.  The  Truck 
Acts,  I  regret  to  say,  are  exposed  to 
evasions  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word. 
A  learned  Judge  once  said  it  was  the 
aim  of  .every  British  subject  to  evade 
the  law  if  he  could  do  it  with  success, 
and  that  this  was  a*  reproach,  not  so 
much  against  the  persons  who  broke  the 
law,  as  against  the  Legislature  who 
passed  laws  which  could  be  so  easily 
evaded    without    being    broken*      The 


Truck  Acts  fell  within  the  category,  of 
ineffective  laws  which  offer  loopholes 
and  ways  of  escape  that  are  taken 
advantage  of  by  an  unscrupulous  claps  of 
employers  who  evade  the  law  without 
actually  breaking  it,  and  act  absolutely 
contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the  Legis- 
lature. I  am  afraid  that  in  this  respect 
we  cannot  attain  tq  a .  more  satisfactory 
state  of  things  without  considerably 
tightening  and  strengthening  our  legis- 
lative machinery.  As  to  the  alleged 
discursiveness  of  the  Inspectors*  Reports, 
I  admit  that  the  volume  is  more  bulky 
than  usual,  but  I  claim  that  its  contents 
are  more  valuable  than  previous  Reports, 
and  that  every  page  aflbrds  proofs  of  the 
efficiency  with  which  the  Inspectors  dis- 
charge their  duties.  I  should  be  sorry 
by  any  instructions  to  curtail  the  Reports 
of  the  Inspectors  and  to  deprive  the 
public  of  the  advantage  of  observations 
made  by  trained  and  skilled  experts  upon 
the  various  aspects  of  work.  I  consider 
the  Reports  of  the  Inspectors  models  of 
what  such  Reports  ought  to  be,  and  hold 
that  an  occasional  excess  of  zeal  or  ex- 
uberance of  language  ought  to  be  looked 
upon  with  considerable  indulgence.  I 
am  glad  the  hon.  Baronet  recognises  the 
value  of  the  appointment  of  women 
Inspectors.  It  is  quite  true  that  in  many 
establishments  the  law  has  been  violated 
by  the  simple  expedient  of  transferring 
workwomen  to  their  bedrooms  at  the  time 
of  the  visit  of  the  Inspector.  It  was  im- 
possible for  the  male  Inspector  to  follow 
them  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the 
law  had  been  broken ;  but  lady  Inspectors 
are  able  to  pursue  their  inquiries  more 
closely,  and  the  result  has  been  the 
detection  of  a  number  of  cases  of  infrac- 
tion of  the  law.  I  have  added  two 
lady  Inspectors  this  year,  and  I  hope 
that  practices  which  have  not  been 
detected  in  the  past  will  prevail  no 
longer.  With  regard  to  the  mentioning 
of  names  of  firms  by  the  Inspectors  in 
their  Reports,  I  admit  that  it  is  a  matter 
that  should  be  treated  with  great  delicacy 
and  discretion,  and  I  will  look  into  it. 

Commander  BETHELL  said,  he  pro- 
posed to  move  a  reduction  in  the  Vote 
for  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
A&irs  in  order  that  a  few  questions  of 
considerable  importance  might  be  raised. 
So  far  as  he  was  concerned  he  proposed 
to  confine  himself  entirely  to  the  question 
of  the  Anglo-Belgian  Treaty  and  the 
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condition  of  affairs  in  British  Uganda. 
It  would  be  absurd  to  pretend  that  there 
was  not  great  cause  for  anxiety  in  the 
events  that  were  now  occurring  in  Cen« 
tral  Africa.  Everyone  familiar  with  our 
past  history  knew  full  well  that  great 
Continental  wars  had  arisen  over  the 
division  of  foreign  countries  amongst  the 
European  Powers.  He  need  only  men* 
tion  Canada  as  a  great  example.  And 
those  who  had  followed  the  course  of  the 
partition  of  Africa  in  the  last  few  years 
must  be  aware  that  there  was  grave 
danger  of  complicated  questions  arising 
when  European  Powers  were  dividing 
that  great  Continent  between  .them,  and 
wedging  themselves,  side  by  side,  into 
its  territories  ;  and  that,  even  at  best  and 
under  the  most  favourable  circumstances, 
the  greatest  care  must  be  taken  in  order 
to  avoid  any  crisis  occurring  which  would 
lead  to  a  repetition  of  the  great  wars  of 
the  past.  It  was  perfectly  true  that  our 
Foreign  Ministers  had  recognised  those 
dangers,  and  had  tried  to  avert  them  ; 
and  indeed  had,  so  far,  succeeded  in 
averting  them,  by  entering  into  Treaties 
and  arrangements  under  which  the  Euro- 
pean Powers  agreed  not  to  enter  on  each 
other^s  spheres  of  action  in  Africa.  Since 
then,  however,  another  Treaty  was  made 
with  Belgium, which  was  called  the  Anglo- 
Belgian  Treaty,  and  which  also  affected 
Germany  and  France.  He  did  not  think 
that  anyone  would  pretend  that  in  the  case 
of  Germany  the  Treaty  was  of  very 
great  importance.  But  it  was  none  the 
less  true  that  the  Foreign  Office,  made, 
in  regard  to  Germany,  a  sad  mess  of  it  in 
the  Treaty,  and  had  to  submit  to  a  snub  from 
Germany.  Germany  maintained  that  the 
Congo  Free  State  being  a  creation  of 
other  Powers  had  no  right  to  an  extension 
of  its  territory,  or  to  give  up  any  of  its 
territory  ;  but  obviously  it  was  not  com- 
petent for  Germany  to  use  that  argument 
when  at  the  creation  of  the  Congo  Free 
State,  all  the  Powers — ^with  the  excep- 
tion of  France*— had  a  clause  in  their 
Treaties  with  the  Congo  Free  State 
which  seemed  to  recognise  the  right  of 
that  State  to  give  up  or  acquire  territory. 
With  regard  to  the  French  part  of  the 
Treaty,  he  would  not  say  much,  as 
negotiations  on  the  subject  were  now 
going  on  between  this  country  and 
France;  but  he-  desired  to  glance 
rapidly  at  what  had  taken  place,  and 
to  submit  some  views  which  he  believed 
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were  held  by  a  great  many  people 
throughout  the  country.  By  cwtain 
Treaties,  which  he  need  not  mention 
specialty,  the  boundaries  of  the  Congo 
Free  State  were  fixed  by  i"*  N.  and 
m>  E.  By  the'  Anglo  -  Belgiai^ 
Treaty,  this  country  claimed  a  sphere  of 
influence  east  of  30^  E. ;  and  it'  wa0 
against  that  that  France  objected.  H^ 
thought  the  last  Government,  as  well  as 
the  present  Government,  had  been 
singularly  wanting  in  their  appreciatioij 
of  events  that  had  taken  place  in  Central 
Africa  on  the  part  of  Belgium.  Before 
the  present  Grovernment  came  into  Office 
it  was  well-known  that  a  certain  Belgian 
officer  was  moving  his  troops  outside  the 
limits  of  the  Congo  Free  State,  and 
especially  in  parts  east  of  dO<>  E.,  claimed 
by  this  country  and  admitted  by  Ger- 
many. Questions  were  asked  in  the 
House  about  those  proceedings ;  the 
Government  said  they  knew  nothing 
about  them ;  and  yet  it  was  those 
proceedings  which  had  led  to  the 
recent  difficulties  by  compelling  this 
country  to  enter  into  the  Anglo- 
Belgian  Treaty  in  respect  to 
those  districts  east  of  30^  E.  France, 
as  he  had  said,  had  been  careful  to  avoid 
that  clause,  which  every  other  Power  in- 
serted in  its  Treaty  with  the  Congo  Free 
State — ^namely,  the  clause  which  seemed 
to  recognise  the  right  of  the  Free  State 
to  give  up  or  acquire  territory  ;  and  he 
presumed  it  was  because  of  the  absence 
of  that  clause  that  France  now  claimed  a 
right  to  object  to  the  Congo  Free  State 
acting  outside  the  boundaries  that  had 
been  solemnly  laid  down.  Thirty  ^  E 
was,  roughly  speaking,  the  boundary  of 
the  Valley  of  the  Nile,  and  to  the  Valley 
of  the  Nile  we  had  a  right  from  considera- 
tion of,  if  not  of  discovery,  at  least,  of 
investigation  and  exploration,  and,  above 
all,  from  political  considemtions.  Those 
considerations  could  not  be  overlooked, 
and  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  ;  and  he 
could  not  believe  that  the  Foreign  Office 
would  be  so  unwise  as  to  admit  that 
there  could  be  any  question  of  any  other 
country  having  any  claim,  as  compared 
with  the  claim  of  this  country,  to  the 
Valley  of  the  Nile.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  Foreign  Office  would,  under  any 
circumstances,  yield  up  our  claim  to  the 
watershed  of  the  Nile,  though  he  con- 
fessed he  felt  some  little  anxiety  on  the 
point  owing  to  the  events  which  had 
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reoeptlj  teken  piaee.      He  was  oertoin 
thai  any  sooh  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Foreign  Office  would  be  received  with 
great  indignation  in  this  eountiy,  and 
would  result    in  grave  injury    to  this 
eonntrj.    He,  therefore,  hoped  that  the 
Government  woqld  think  once  and  think 
twice  before  they  yielded  one  inch  upon 
this  profdnndly  important  question.    He 
was    not    one    of    those  who  had  any 
jealousy,    speaking    generally,    of    the 
occupation  of  Africa  by  France,  or  Ger- 
niany,  or  any  other  country,  for  he  re- 
oognised  the  great  work  of  civilisation  in 
which  they  were  all  engaged.    Bnt  it 
was  the  fact  that  France  at  the  present 
moment  had  a  larger  territory  than  any 
other  country  in  Africa  ;  and  it  was  the 
fact,  too,  that  during  the  last  few  years 
France  had  been  allowed  to  shut  in  our 
colonies  of  Gambia,  and  partially  also 
Sierra  Leone  and  the  Gold  Const,  by  the 
occupation  of  several  Hinterlande  in  the 
West.     Those  were  great  concessions  to 
the  views  and  wishes  of  France  ;  and  he 
thought  we  might  reasonably  expect  some 
concession  in  return  for  what  had  been 
done.      It  was  only  this  very  year  that 
Germany  —  apparently    without     any 
opposition  from  us — had  made  over  to 
France  rights  obtained  from  us  over  terri- 
tories east  of  Lake  Tchad  and  Olibanghi 
Brver.  He  considered  that  the  line  ought 
to  be  drawn  in  the  Valley  of  the  Nile. 
He  would  conclude  with  a  few  words  in 
regard  to  the  British  East  Africa  Com- 
pany.    He  was  not  an  admirer,  and  bad 
never  been  a    supporter    of    Chartered 
Companies.     Whenever  he  had   spoken 
of  them  in  the  House,  he  had  always 
said  that  he  thought  that   in   principle 
they   were  a  mistake,  as  the  business 
they  transacted  ought  to  be  undertaken 
by    the    Imperial     Government.      But 
whether  he  liked  Chartered  Companies 
or  not,  he  must  recognise  their  existence, 
and  he  might  in  individual  cases  say 
whether  he  thought  they  had  been  justly 
treated  or  not.     He  was  bound  to  say 
that   in    his   opinion  the  British  East 
Africa  Company  had  been  treated  most 
shabbily  by  th^'  late  Government,  and 
mostscnrvily  b^the  present  Grovemment* 
He   thought    tl|at,  if  poesible,  in  this 
respect  the  Gof^mment  now  in  power 
had  been  the  worst  offender.    He  would 
only  present  the  salient  features  of  the 
ease  to  the  Conunittee,  leaving  the  hon. 
JIf ember  for  Livetpool  (Mr.  Lawrenoe)^ 


who  was  extremely  familiar  with  the 
subject,  to  elaborate  the  details.  The 
Company  was  urged  by  Lord  Salisbury 
in  1888  to  advance  to  Uganda,  in  order 
to  save  that  country  from  the  grasp  of 
the  Germans.  That  was  notorious.  In 
the  East  Africa  Company,  in  order  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  government,  a  con« 
cession  of  about  400  miles  of  territory 
along  the  coast  was  made  by  the  Saltan 
of  Zanslbar.  A  certain  rental  was  to  be 
paid  to  the  Sultan,  ami  in  return  the 
East  Africa  Company  were  allowed  to 
collect  the  dues  along  the  coast.  That 
took  place  in  1888.  In  1890  the  Go* 
vernment  declared  a  protectorate  over 
this  territory,  and  recommended  the 
Sultan  to  withdraw  his  territories  from 
the  operation  of  the  free  zone  declared 
by  the  Berlin  Conference,  the  result  being 
that  the  Company,  acting  as  leaseholders 
under  the  Sultan,  were  there  to  obtain 
money  on  goods  coming  into  their  terri- 
tory, and  thus  were  able  to  pay  their  rents. 
In  1892,  however,  years  later,  we  substan- 
tially declared  a  protectorate  over 
Uganda,  and  at  the  same  time,  in  order 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  administration, 
advised  the  Sultan  to  place  his  territory 
inside  the  free  zone.  The  result  was 
that  goods  for  Uganda,  being  in  transit, 
paid  no  dues,  and  the  Company  were  left 
in  the  position  of  losing  their  revenue 
while  they  had  still  to  pay  rent.  There 
never  was  a  more  questionable  proceed- 
ing than  this. 

SiB  £.  GREY  said  the  company  were 
in  possession  of  the  Hinterland  when 
this  change  took  place,  and  therefore 
no  question  of  free  transit  could  arise. 

Commander  BETHELL  said,  all  the 
world  knew  tbat  long  before  we  took 
over  the  protectorate  certain  responsibili- 
ties in  connection  with  Uganda  were 
assumed  by  this  country.  Surely  this 
was  a  transaction  for  which  this  country 
should  blush. 

SfB  E.  GREY  t  No.  Whatever  was 
done  was  done  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  Company. 

Commander  BETHELL  said,  he  be- 
lieved that  whatever  was  done  took 
l^ace  nnder  the  blushes  of  his  hon. 
Friend  below  him,  but  the  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  had  had  a  couple  of  years  to  put 
it  straight.  There  was  in  the  Charter  a 
clanse  declaring  that  disputes  arising  be- 
tween the  Sultan  and  the  Company 
shoiild  be  referred  to  the  Foreign  Secret- 


Digitized  by  V^OOQ  IC^ 


1315     Supply'^^GivH  Services^ 


tary  for  deoieion^  and  the  Gompauy  had, 
since  last  October,  been  beg^ng  Lord 
Bosebery  to  a<tt  as  arbitrator  in  accords 
anoe  with  that  claose^but  they  eould 
get  no  answer  whatever.  Meanwhile 
the  Company  had  to  go  on  paying  the 
rent  to  the  Sultan  and  get  'nothing  in 
return.  Surely  that  was  unjust.  He 
thought  he  had  said  enough  to  show  hon. 
Gentlemen,  whose  attention  had  not 
hitherto  been  drawn  to  this  matter,  that 
there  never  was  a  more  questionable  pro* 
ceeding  than  this,  and  he  urged  that  for 
the  sake  of  the  credit  of  this  country 
justice  ought  to  be  dealt  out  to  the  Com* 
pany.  He  moved  to  reduce  the  Vote  for 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
by  the  sum  of  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  Item  (Class  2,  Vote  5),  of  £7,000, 

for  the  Foreign  Office,  be  reduced  by  £100,  in 

respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  Secretary  of  State." 

--^Commander  JSetheU.") 

•Mr.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby)  said,  that  after  the  very  able 
and  lucid  speech  of  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  he  thought  he  need  say  very 
little  on  behalf  of  the  Company  who  was 
grievously  suffering  in  the  hands  of  the 
British  Government.  He  had  not  been 
fully  acquainted  with  all  the  facts 
until  recently,  but  since  he  had  be- 
come acquainted  with  them  he  had 
been  surprised  that  any  Department  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  should  have 
dealt  such  very  hard  justice  to  those 
subjects  of  the  Crown  who  had  done  so 
much  at  such  great  cost  to  extend  the 
interests  of  England  in  the  heart  of 
Africa.  A  distinct  breach  of  a  written 
contract  by  the  Government,  through  the 
medium  of  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar,  had 
been  the  cause  of  the  gravest  loss,  and 
the  Government  had  up  to  the  present 
time  refused  to  submit  the  matter 
to  arbitration.  Such  interminable  de- 
lays had  taken  pl^ce  in  the  Com- 
pany's negotiations  with  the  Foreign 
Office  that  the  interests  of  the  Compaoy 
had  been  grievously  prejudiced.  They 
were  neither  able  to  go  forward  nor  to 
go  back,  and  it  seemed  almost  as  if  the 
Foreign  Office  by  these  delays  desired  so 
to  reduce  the  resources  of  the  Company 
that  they  might  come  in  and  buy  it^  as 
they  thought,  ^'  lock,  stock,  and  barrel," 
for  a  very  small  figure*  They  claimed 
to  have  a  real  grievance,  inasmuch  as 

Comfuander  Btthell 
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there  had  beed  au  entire  omission  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  carry  out  an 
unwritten  agreement,  but  one  fully  recog- 
nised by  all  parties  at  the  time — namely, 
that  by  whioh  foreigners  and ,  British 
subjects  should  bear  some  share  of  the 
government  which  they  enjoyed  in  the 
territories  of  the  British  East  Africa 
Compajiy.  It  was  never  contemplated 
that  the  Company  should  come  into  ex- 
istence and  should  not  be  able  to  raise 
taxes  to  set  up  that  administration  which 
it  was  bound  to  set  up.  The  Company 
in  their  original  Charter  onlv  undertook 
to  administer  justice  over  subjects  of  the 
Sultan  of  Zanzibar,and  it  was  contemplated 
that  when  they  had  been  given  power  of 
taxation  over  British  and  foreign  subjects 
within  their  territory  that  they  would  be 
permitted  to  raise  money  by  such  means 
to  create  a  judicial  system  to  suit  them. 
But  that  had  not  been  the  case,  yet  they 
were  charged  with  having  neglected,  out 


of  their  own  capital  and  resources,  to  set 
on  foot  a  High  Court  and  all  the  para- 
phernalia of  justice.    They  were  asked^ 
most  unjustly,  to  surrender  their  Conces- 
sion territory  without  regard  being  had  to 
their  Chartered  territory,  which  was  just 
like  compelling  a  private  person  who  owned 
a  frontage  to  part  with  that  frontage  with- 
out regard  to  the  property  in  the  back- 
ground.  He  thought  that  in  view  of  these 
facts  the  Company  had  ample  ground  for 
complaint;     and      since    Committee    of 
Supi^y  had  been  made  an  opportunity 
for  ventilating   grievances,   he  did   not 
think  a  single  case  more  deserving  the 
attention  of  Parliament  had  been  brought 
forward   than    that   of    this    Chartered 
Company.     He  understood  the  Grovern- 
ment  affirmed  that  thei  Company  had  done 
nothing  whatever  in  the  chartered  terri- 
tory, and  that  therefore  it  had  no  rights. 
The  reply  to  that  was  that  they  had 
spent  largely  of  their  means  in  opening 
up  Uganda,  and  in  sending  out  exploring 
parties  into   the  country  beyond.      Bat 
for  the  action  of  the  Company  in  making 
itsiway  under  great  difficulties  to  Uganda 
four  years  ago^  the  whole  of  that  district 
would  now  bislong  to  the  Germans.   Waa 
it  nothing  that  they  had  rescued  for  the 
English  Crown  that  enormous  tract  of 
country,  having  a  fronlage  of  200  miles 
to  the  sea  ?     As  an  indicatlan  of  what 
the  Company  had  dpne  in  opening  up 
the  country  and  ;Biakiiiig  good  roads,  he 
might  mention  that   whereas,  in  1888> 
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the  eountry  was  so  unsettled  that  the 
Company  had  to  send  a  party  of  500 
aimed  porters  to  conduct  five  white  men 
throBgh  the  country ,  within  the  hist 
24  hours  it  was  reported  that  someone 
had  come  from  Mengo  in  the  heart 
of  the  country  in  the  shortest  time  on 
record,  and  with  only  50  porters,  par- 
tially armed.  This  fact  showed  that 
the  work  of  the  Company. had  not  been 
altogether  in  vain,  and  he  thought  that 
ordinary  fairness  would  have  required 
the  Grovernment  to  have  given 
more  kindly  consideration  to  the 
claims  of  the  Company.  Recent  inci- 
dents had  caused  great  heartburning 
among  those  who  had  given  so  nobly  and 
those  who  had  worked  so  hard  in  the 
interests  of  the  country  as  well  as  of  the 
Company,  and  so  perfectly  convinced 
were  they  of  the  justice  of  their  case  that 
they  were  willing  to  submit  it  to  any 
body  of  bnsiness  men  who  were  concerned 
in  protecting  the  interests  of  the  Empire. 
He  believed  they  woald  have  got  more 
justice  from  arbitrators  than  they  had 
received  from  the  Grovernment  up  to  the 
present.  Money  had  been  subscribed  in 
many  cases  from  philanthropic  motives, 
and  in  others  from  the  desire  of  national 
expansion,  and  it  was  really  too  bad  at 
this  end  of  the  century  that  gentlemen 
who  had  acted  either  from  motives  of 
philanthropy  or  of  national  expansion 
should  be  treated  as  adventurers.  He 
was  not  defending  the  principle  of 
Chartered  Companies ;  indeed,  if  he 
followed  closely  the  wishes  of  his  con- 
stituents, he  would  condemn  it ;  but 
these  Companies  had  been  called  into 
existence  under  political  exigencies,  and 
they  were  entitled  to  justice;  and  he 
sobroitted  that  if  the  Foreign  Office  was 
unable  to  take  a  fair  and  unbiased  view 
of  the  question,  they  ought  to  submit  it 
to  the  arbitration  either  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  that  House  or  to  some  other 
competent  tribunal.  At  any  rate,  let 
them  treat  others  as  they  would  them- 
selves like  to  be  treated. 

^Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  East- 
bourne) said,  they  were  not  there  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  Chartered 
Companies,  bnt  to  worry  the  Govern- 
men!  into  doing  its  best  in*  the  interest  of 
tiiis  codntry.  He  was  heartily  sick  of 
reading  the  Reports  and  printed  mattel* 
fluppiied  to  him  bearing  upon  this  sub- 

VOL.  XXVII.  [fourth  sIries.] 


ject,  because  he  was  ashamed  atd  dis* 
gusted  vrith  the  manner  in  which  the 
Government  had  treated  this  Company. 
What  would  haV6  been  the  position  of 
England  in  East'  Africa  but  for  their 
energy  ahd  enterprise  ?  The  country 
owed  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  Company 
for  theur  services  to  British  interests. 
Some  hon.  Friends  bei^ide  him  had 
spoken  in  terms  of  disapproval  of  tlie 
work  of  the  Chartered  Companies,  and 
had  seemed  to  be  unmindfiil  of  the  fact 
that  the  great  East  India  Company  had 
secured  to  this  country  the  brightest 
jewel  in  the  British  Crown.  But,  as  he 
had  said  before,  they  were  not  there  to 
discuss  whether  Chartered  Companies 
were  good  or  bad  in  themselves,  but  they 
were  placed  face  to  face  with  a  condition 
of  things  at  which  the  country,  if  it  were 
aware  of  the  circumstances,  wonld,  he 
was  sure,  be  indignant.  Here  was  a 
Company  which  had  been  employed  by 
the  British  Government  at  various  times 
to  do  their  own  Imperial  work,  because 
they  had  not  the  courage  to  ask  Parlia- 
ment to  provide  them  with  the  means 
necessary  for  doing  it  themselves.  The 
Company  who  had  pnlled  the  chestnuts 
out  of  the  fire  for  the  Grovernment  were 
now  left  without  adequate  compensation 
for  the  work  they  had  done.  He  called 
it  downright  legalised  confiscation. 
["  No,  no  I  "}  The  hon.  Member  who 
said  '*  No "  could  not  have  studied  the 
question  in  all  its  bearings.  He  could 
not  have  read  Sir  Gerald  Portal's 
Report.  The  action  of  the  Government 
had  been  legalised  robbery.  The 
Company  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  and  it  was  useless  for 
them  to  put  up  the  Sultan'*of  Zanzibar, 
and  the  Berlin  Couference,  and  such  like 
nonsense.  The  Company  paid  a  large 
sum  to  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  for  the 
right  to  levy  Customs  and  dues  ;  they 
had  been  deprived  of  that  right  without 
compensation  ;  and  what  could  that  be 
called  but  robbery  ?  Under  their  Charter 
they  had  power  to  appeal  to  the  Prime 
Minister  or  Foreign  Secretary  to  arbi- 


An  hon.  Member  :  Under  what  Act  ? 

Admiral  FIELD  said,  he  was 
speaking  of  a  clause  in  their  Charter.  If 
the  hon.  Member  would  try  to  understand 
the  point  perhaps  he  would  not  interrupt. 
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Lord   Salbbuff,  in  a  Despatch  to  the  |P»ny^^T<5^  now,  o|  their  own 
British  Consol  Genera],  bad  iiaid  that  no       '    '^  ***"*       ^^*"  **"  "•'"*""*"**'""  "**" 

lyieaanres  should  be  decided  aponaffectiDg 
that  portion  of  the  Sultanas  territory 
administered,  by  the  Company  without 
previous  consultation  with  the  Company, 
and  that  failure-  on  the  Sultan's  part  to 
(ibserve  that .  condition  should  lay  him 
open  to  a  charge  lor  compensation. 
Well,  the  confiscation  of  which  he 
complained  was  effected  without  con* 
suiting  the  Company  or  giving  them  an 
opportunity  of  pleadiog  their  case, 
although,  when  compensation  was 
claimed,  the  British  Grovemment  said 
the  claim  was  not  entitled  to 
consideration.  The  Company  asked  for 
arbitration,  and  wss,  denied  a  hearing. 
His  contention. was  that  the  Grovemment 
were  trustees  for  the  nation,  and  must  do 
the  right  thing  in  this  matter.  They  had 
been  told  on  high  legal  authority  that 
if  the  Sultan  was  not  a  Sovereign — if 
he  was  amenable  in  respect  to  claims 
made  upon  him  in  this  country-^un- 
doubtedly  he  would  be  liable  to  meet  a 
claim  for  compensation,  and  if  the  Com- 
pany's cUim  was  founded  on  legal 
grounds  he  said  the  British  Govern* 
ment  was  very  much  to  blame  if  it 
looked  at  it  with  averted  eye.  He  knew 
it  was  the  fashion  to  abuse  these  Com- 
panies, but  what  did  Sir  Gerald  Portal 
say  ?     In  his  admirable  Beport  he  said — 

<*I  rentare  to  exprefls  my  stiong  opinion  that 
it  ie  now  desirable,  in  the  interests  of  British 
oommeroe  and  of  the  whole  of  East  Africa,  from 
the  Indian  Ocean  to  the  Nile  Basin,  that  some 
arrangement  should  be  arrived  at,  without 
further  delay,  by  which  the  Imperial  British 
East  Africa  Company  shall  cease  to  exist  as  a 


political  or  administrative  body,  cither  in  the 
interior  or!  within  the  limits  of  the  Sultan's 
territory." 

Then  he  went  od  to  say — 

"As  pioneers,  the  Ck>mpany's  officers  have 
done  good  work,  and  have  greatlv  increased  our 
knowledge  of  East  Africa,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  a  great  deal  of  money  has  been  spent 
in  the  hope  of  opening  up  the  country  to 
civilisation*  and,  at  the  same  time,  of  intro- 
ducing a  profitable  trade.  In  fact,  to  the 
founders  A  the  Company  belongs  the  sole 
oredit  of  the  acquisition,  for  the  benefit  of 
British  commerce,  of  this  great  potential  market 
for  British  goods." 

Further  on  again,  Sir  Gerald  Portal 
said — 

**  As  regards  the  withdrawal  ....  of  the 
Boyal  Charter  .  «  .  .  theie  would,  I  imagine, 
be  but  little  difficulty,  espec'ally  ainee  the  Oom- 

Admiral  Field 


xesigned  their  rights  ....  by  relinquishing  any 
connection  with  the  Interior  elsewhere  than  at 
the  two  small  posts  above  mentioned ;  but  in 
suniendering  m&r  conoessions  obtained  at 
various  times  from  the  Sultan  of  Zaniibar,  the 
Company  would  be  fairiy  entitletl  to  receive 
from  the  Sultan  adequate  compensation  for 
such  actual  improvements  as  they  may  have 
Boade  wlt^iin  the  territories  at  the  Sultanate." 

That  was  the  opinion  of  Sir  Gerald  PortaU 
He  (Admiral  Field)  entered  his  protest 
against  the  policy  of  iDJustiee  and  rob- 
bery which  might  be  popular  elsewhere^ 
but  was  not  popular  at  all  events  upon 
his  side  of  the  House.  His  sympathy 
was  with  justice,  and  he  only  rose  to  say 
that  a  wrong  had  been  done  where  the 
nation  demanded  that  right  should  be 
done. 

*SiR  £.  GREY  said,  that  although  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion  very  large 
questions  had  been  raised,  he  thought  it 
was  only  necessary  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Committee  that  he  should  deal  with 
the  important  points  raised.  The  first 
was  the  present  Agreement  with  the 
8ov^«ign  of  the  Congo  State;  and 
though  the  lion*  Member  who  called 
attention  to  the  subject  certainly  gave 
expression  t<>  some  very  strong  crittoisms 
as  to  what  had  been  done,  he  gladly  re- 
cognised from  his  tone  and  mann^  that 
they  were  dictated  entirely  by  his  interest 
in  the  subject  and  not  by  any  animus  or 
desire  to  injure  anybody  concerned.  The 
criticisms  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  into 
which  he  could  not  follow  him  far,  were 
divided  into  two  parts — first  of  all,  the 
criticism  of  that  part  of  the  Treaty  which 
especially  concerned  the  German  Govern* 
ment ;  and  he  admitted  that,  if  they  had 
been  ajt  all  aware  of  the  importance 
which  the  German  Government  attached 
to  that  particular  part  of  the  Treaty,  it 
would  not  have  been  inserted.  The 
moment  it  was  found  the  German  Go« 
vernment  attached  importance  to  it  Her 
Majesty's  Government  felt  it  would  be 
only  in  accOTdanee  with  a  proper  sense 
of  what  was  due  to  the  different  Powers 
concerned  that  part  of  the  Treaty-H>f  no 
great  importance  to  us,  but  considered  to 
be  of  great  importance  to  the  German 
Government— should  be  withdrawn.  As 
regarded  the  other  and  larger  questions 
raised  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
(Commander  Bethell),  he  had  only  to 
say  that  tl»ey  were  at  present  forming 
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piurt  of  the  discnsBioii  whioh  was  taking' 
•place  with  the  French  Governinent, 
and  which  bad  oot  reached  a  stage  at, 
which  it  was  possible  to  make  a 
statement  to  the  House.  As  re«- 
garded  the  final  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  remarks  as  to  the  importance 
to  Great  Britain  of  this  sphere  of  influ* 
ence  ever  since  the  present  Government 
came  into  Office,  they  had  never  shown 
any  hesitation  in  claimmg  a  position  in 
that  sphere  of  influence.  So  there  was 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  had  a  proper 
sense  of  importance  of  the  step  taken  by 
Lord  Salisbm*y.  Now,  he  came  to  the 
more  controversial  question  of  the  East 
Africa  Company.  Though  he  differed 
from  the  remarks  of  hon.  Member's  op*- 
posite,  he  had  no  desire  to  spend  time 
in  whittling  down  any  of  the  work  the 
Company  had  done.  He  did  not  want 
to  disparage  their  work  or  reflect  on  their 
conduct,  or  attempt  in  any  way  the  dis* 
agreeable  task  of  making  whatever  they 
had  done  appear  to  be  less  than  they 
would  represent  it  to  be.  At  the  same 
time,  he  could  not  agree  with  all  that 
had  been  said  on  behalf  of  the  Company. 
It  had  been  said  that  the  Company,  in 
occupying  this  part  of  East  Africa,  in- 
cluding Uganda,  went  there  at  the  in* 
stigation  of  Lord  Salisbury.  Lord  Salis* 
bury  recognised  the  enterprise  displayed 
by  the  founders  of  the  Company  to  be  of 
great  Imperial  benefit,  but  the  present 
Government  had  no  record  that  the  Com- 
pany went  to  East  Africa  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  anyone  but  themselves.  Sir 
William  Mackinnon,  the  leading  spirit  of 
the  East  Africa  Company,  was  a  man  of 
great  enterprise  and  large  ideas,  and  it 
did  not  seem  probable  that  he  required 
instigation  from  outside  to  induce  him  to 
entertain  the  operations  which  the  Com- 
pany undertook. 

CoKHAKDSB  BETHELL  :  I  have  an 
excerpt  from  Sir  C.  Euan*  Smith  on  the 
subject. 

Sir  E.  grey  said,  he  would  now  pass 
to  the  question  of  free  transits  and  to  the 
action  of  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  in  ac* 
cepting  the  free  zone  provisions.  He 
did  not  say  the  Company  was  a  party  to 
this,  but  that  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar,  in 
putting  his  dominions  under  that  system, 
did  it  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Com- 
pany, who' did  not  then  contemplate  the 
results  that.had  ensued  since.    Although 


h^  had  not  the  dates  by  him,  he  thooght 
hon»  Menkbers  would  find  there  was 'an 
interval  between  the  time  that  the 
dominions  of  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar 
Vere  put  under  the  free  zone  system, 
and  the  Company  were  aware  of  it,  and 
the  first  protest  on  the  subject.  The 
fact  was  the  action  which  made  the  free 
transit  provisions  apply  to  the  dominions 
of  the  Company  was  the  action  of  the 
Company  themselves  when  they  with- 
drew within  the  10-mile  limit. 

•Mr.  LAWRENCE  said,  it  was  a 
matter  of  history,  he  believed,  the 
Company  over  and  over  again  had 
reiterated  to  the  Foreign  Office  that  they 
were  going  to  retire  from  Uganda  long 
before  the  question  of  extending  the  free 
zone  system  was  even  hinted  at  by  the 
Foreign  Office,  and  the  fact  thai  the  free 
zone  system  was  not  immediately  resisted 
in  the  determined  way  it  ought  to  have 
been  was  because  it  was  supposed  that 
underlying  that  tentative  proposal,  con- 
tained in  a  letter  of  April  29, 1892,  there 
was  to  be  a  quid  pro  ^uo-^namely,  that 
power  of  taxation  was  to  be  conferred, 
by  whioh  the  Company  might  bereeoupecl 
in  case  of  the  free  zone  system  being 
extended. 

Sir  E.  grey  replied  that  he  was 
glad  to  have  an  admission  that  at  any 
rate  the  protest  against  placing  the 
dominions  of  the  Company  under  the  free 
zone  did  not  follow  the  Company's  know- 
ledge of  the  act  taking  pbce. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  said,  the  whole 
Note  showed  that  the  Foreign  Office  was 
conducting  negotiations  for  extending 
the  free  zone  quite  behind  the  back  of  the- 
Company.  And  when  at  least  there  was 
some  suggestion  that  tbe  Government 
would  extend  the  free  zone  system  there 
was  some  idea  that  the  Company  was  to 
be  met  by  a  compensating  advantage 
which  would  neutralise  the  material  dis- 
advantage that  had  occurred. 

*SiR  E.  GREY  said,  undoubtedly  there 
might  have  been  a  hope  that  certain  ad« 
vantages  would  aoorue  which  had  not 
accrued  when  tbe  territories  were  placed 
under  the  free  zone.  But  it  was  not 
only  the  Government  that  hoped  for 
those  benefits  ;  but  the  Company  also  at 
the  time  thought  it  had*  some  interest  in 
those  territories  being  placed  under  the 
free  bo  ne.  As  to  compensation  to  the 
Company,  there  seemed  no  doubt  that  the 
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Cempany  would  be  glad  to  retire  from  the 
whole  field  of  its  operations — bodi  frmn 
the  10-mile  limit,  and  the  chartered  terri- 
torj  behind  it — provided  adequate  com* 
pensation  were  ofSered.    As  regarded  the 
10-mile  limit  and  the  special  concessions 
under  which  it  was  held  from  the  Sultan 
of  Zanzibar,  the  reason  the  Government 
did  not  interfere  in  the  differences  between 
the  Sultan  and  the  Company  was  simply 
because  it    was    understood    that  both 
the    Sultan    and    the    Company  would 
be  willing  to  treat  for  the  termination 
of  the  whole   of  the  concession ;    and 
the  difference  between  them  would  be  one 
of  terms.   What  had  delayed  an  arrange- 
ment being  come  to  ?    It  was,  of  course, 
the  fact  that  the  Company^s   interests 
were  not  limited  only  to  the  concession 
of  the  10-mile  limit,  but  there  was  the 
amount  of  work  the  Company  had  done  in 
the  country  behind.  Sir  G.  Portal's  Report 
had  been  quoted  as    to  the   amount  of 
work  the  Company  had  done.     In  that 
Report  Sir  G.  Portal  gave  his  opinion 
that,  iu  the  Imperial  interest,  the  Com- 
pany ought  to  cease   to  exist  as  a  po- 
litical and  administrative  body,  and  that, 
looking    at  the  present  position  of  the 
Company,  there  should  be  little  difficulty 
as     regarded     the    termination    of    the 
Charter  which  it  at  present  held.     That 
led  up  to  the  point  of  view  the  Govern- 
ment held  now.    If   there  was  to  be  a 
satisfactory  settlement  of  this  portion  of 
East   Africa  it  would   be  necessary   a 
settlement    should    be  made   with    the 
Company.       Two    different    authorities 
could  not  exist  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,   one    part    being    administered 
du*ectly  from  the  Foreign  Office,  another 
by  the   Company,  and   another   by  the 
Sultan    of     Zanzibar.      The    Company 
must  be  settled  with,  and  the  whole 
cause  of  the  delay  had  been  the  terms  on 
which  the  settlement  should  Ijc  made. 
The  difficulty  was  not  one  of  principle, 
but      of      terms.       The      Government 
had  never    denied    that    the  Company 
was   entitled    to   compensation   for  the 
value    of     work     done.       When    the 
Government  came  into  Office  they  found 
themselves  confronted  with  the  question 
of  what  the  future  oi  this  country  was 
to  be.    Supposing  they  had  decided  that 
it  would  be  in  Sic  Imperial  interest  to 
withdraw  from  Uganda  altogether,  surely 
the  hon.  Member  opposite  could  not  then 
Sir  E.  Grey  ,i       \ 


have  maintained  that  compensation  would 
have  been  due  to  the  Company  for  the 
work  they  had  done.  Until  it  was 
decided  whether  and  under  what  condi- 
tions the  territory  was  to  be  held,  it  was 
of  course  impossible  to'  consider  the 
question  whether  any  compensation  was 
due  to  the  Company  at  all.  That  question 
had  been  decided  in  favour  of  retaining 
the  country,  and  the  only  point  now  to 
be  settled  was  that  of  the  amount  of  the 
compensation  to  be  paid.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  the  Company  had 
made  a  very  modest  claim.  Modesty  was 
a  matter  of  opinion,  and  it  was  on  the 
question  of  the  modesty  of  the  Com- 
pany's claim  that  the  delay  had  arisen. 
In  estimating  the  amount  of  the  compen- 
sation, the  Government  had  two  things 
to  consider.  The  first  was  bow  much  the 
Company  had  spent,  and  the  second  was 
how  much  what  the  Company  had  spent 
was  worth  as  far  as  Imperial  interests 
were  concerned.  It  had  also  to  be  borne 
in  mind  that  supposing  the  Company  had 
remained  in  that  part  of  £a8t  Africa,  and 
had  found  that  the  commereial  develop- 
ment of  the  country  was  so  rapid  as  to 
repay  them  for  the  money  they  had  spent, 
undoubtedly  the  whole  of  the  profits 
would  have  gone  into  their  own  pockets. 
When  they  agreed  to  occupy  that  part 
of  Africa  they  had  before  them  the  pro- 
spect of  getting  the  whole  of  the  profits 
of  the  commereial  development  of  the 
country  for  their  own  shareholders,  and 
they  must  take  some  responsibility  for 
the  loss  that  had  occurreid  through  the 
commereial  development  of  the  country  * 
not  having  been  so  inexpensive  or  rapid 
as  they  might  have  expected  at  first. 
Having  had  the  whole  jHtwpect  of  the 
profits,  it  was  only  natural  that  they 
should  bear  some  share  of  the  loss  which 
they  said  had  occurred.  All  this  had  to 
be  taken  into  account  in  estimating  the 
amount  of  compensation  to  be  awarded. 
If  the  Company  had  withdrawn 
from  Africa  under  pressure  of  the 
Government,  it  would  have  stood 
on  a  very  different  footing,  but 
they  had  withdrawn  entirely  on  their 
own  account,  and  stnse  they  withdrew 
the  Imperial  Government  had  had  to 
find  a  great  deal  of  money  in  respect  of 
the  country  withdrawn  from,  and  it  was 
quite  uncertain  how  soon  that  public 
money   would    be  recovered.      He   had 
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always  admitted  in  Uie  House  of  Com- 
moDB  that  alter  all  that  had  happened, 
and  after  Sir  Gerald  PortaPs  Report  had 
been  reoeived  aa  to  the  positiop  :of  affaire 
as  the  Company  left  them,  no  Govern- 
ment, except  at  the  expense  of  its  own 
self-respect,  would  have  withdrawn  from 
the  country.  He  did  not  wish  to  deny 
that  compensation  should  be  given  to  the 
Company  for  the  value  of  the  work  they 
had  done,  but  such  compensatbn  would  not 
have  to  be  estimated  by  the  total  amount 
of  the  money  they  had  spent^  aod  the 
delay  had  been  due  to  the  difference  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  Company 
as  to  what  the  amount  of  compensation 
should  be. 

•Mr.  J.  W.  LO  WTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  said,  he  desired  to  make  a  few 
observations  with  regard  to  the  principal 
points  that  had  come  under  discussion  on 
the  Foreign  Office  Vote.  He  did  not 
wish  for  a  moment  to  say  anything  which 
would  commit  him  or  those  with  whom 
he  acted  to  any  definite  opinion  with 
regard  to  their  position  in  relation  to  the 
Government  of  France  and  the  protest 
they  had  made  with  respect  to  that  Treaty. 
They  had  no  materials  at  present  before 
them  upon  which  they  could  found  any 
opinion  that  would  be  worth  giving. 
With  regard  to  the  interests  of  Germany 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
affected  under  the  Treaty,  he  could  not 
help  reiterating  the  view  already  ex- 
pressed, and  to  which  he  did  not  think 
his  hon.  Friend  (Sir  E.  Grey)  opposite 
had  given  a  sufficient  answer — namely, 
that  it  was  a  great  pity,  considering  our 
friendly  relations  with  Germany,  not 
only  in  Africa  but  all  over  the  globe, 
that  what  was  being  done  was  not  notified 
to  Germany  before  a  definite  Treaty  was 
made.  He  was  fully  of  opinion  that  if 
Germany  bad  been  consulted  in  this  matter 
thedifficulties  which  had  cropped  up  would 
never  have  occurred  ;  that  Great  Britain 
would  have  been  able  to  make  her  position 
perfectly  clear  to  the  German  Government, 
and  that  in  this  respect  she  would  have 
been  in  a  very  much  stronger  position  for 
meeting  any  objections  or  claims  which 
the  French  Government  might  make 
than  was  the  case  now  when  the  whole  of 
the  Article  by  which  Germany  was 
affected  under  the  Treaty  had  had  to  be 
thrown  overboard.  As  long  ago  as  the 
Ist  ol  July,  1890,  Germany  recognised  in  ^ 


the  Treaty  with  Groat  Britain  the  British 
claim  to  inolude  the  Nile  Basin  within  her 
sphere  of  iniuenee.     Therefore,  for  the 
last  four  years  our  claim,   whatever  it 
might  be  worth,  to  that  particular  dis- 
trict had  been  before  the  world.     The 
French  claim,  as  far  as  it  existed  at  all, 
had  never  been  made  public.     It  might 
have  rested  within  the  bosoms  of  succes- 
sive Foreign   Secretaries  who  had  pre- 
sided at  the  Qnai  d'Orsay,    but  it  had 
never  been  laid  before  the  other  European 
Powers,  or  certainly  had  never  been  re- 
cognised by  any  of  them.     As   to   the 
position  ci  the  British  East  Africa  Com- 
pany,   he    wished    to  associate  himself 
entirely  with  what  had  fallen  from  his 
hon.  Friend  opposite  (Sir  E.  Grey)  with 
regard  to  the  encouragement  which  was 
alleged  to  have  been  given  by   the  late 
Government    of    Her    Majesty    to    Sir 
William  Mackinnon  and  the  British  East 
Africa  Company.     He  did  not  deny  for  a 
moment   that   Lord   Salisbury    and    tho 
late    Government    looked  with   a  very 
favourable  eye  indeed  upon  the  forward 
movement    of    that    Company,    but  he 
thought  that  if  the   Company   had  ever 
had  anything  definite  to  go  upon  to  show 
chat  they  had  ever  been  encouraged  or 
urged    to    go  to  Uganda  the  document 
would  have  been  made  public  long  before 
now.     As   to   the   action  taken  by   the 
Sultan  of  Zanzibar  in  reference  to  the 
Berlin    Act,    that   action  was   taken  in 
August,  1892,  just  before  the  last  Gene- 
ral Election.     He  had  no  doubt  that  the 
reason      for      that      action     was     that 
Her    Majesty^s     Government    did     not 
see  their    way    to    pay  Transit  Duties 
upon    stores    which    it    was     probable 
that  they   would   have   to   send   up   to 
Uganda  in  order  to  occupy  it.     No  doubt 
this  was  why  Her  Majesty's  Government 
invited  the  Sultan  of   Zanzibar  to  bring 
bis    territories   within   the  free    transit 
zone.     There  could  be  no  doubt  that  that 
action    on    the   part  of  the   Sultan  of 
Zanzibar,  or,  to   speak  frankly,  on   the 
part   of  Her    Majesty's  Government  at 
home — because,  of  course,  it   was  they 
who  pulled  the  wires — did  very  materially 
modify    the   agreement    which    existed 
between  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  and  the 
Imperial  British  East  Africa  Company. 
Of  course,  it  was  difficult  to  say  what 
Lord  Salisbury's  Government  would  have 
done  under  a  certain  set  of  circumstances 
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Which  did  not  ocbttr  dnriag  the  time  they' 
held  Office,  bat  be  oonki  haidly  conceive 
that  tbej  would -have  ^rejected  any  claim 
made  by  the  Company  to  hare  the  case 
reconsidered  when  they  conld  show  that 
they  had  been  injuriously  aflected  by  the 
alteration  made.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  they  had  been  injuriously  affected 
by  it.  They  had  lost  the  whole  of  the 
Transit  Dues,  both  import  and  export, 
which  np  to  August,  1892,  they  were 
enabled  to  levy,  and  upon  which  the 
amount  of  the  rent  paid  by  them  was 
based.  The  arrangement  made  between 
^he  Sultan  of  Zansstbar  and  the  Company 
in  1888  was  that  the  gross  receipts  by 
the  Company  for  Import  and  Export  Dues 
during  that  particular  year  should  be 
taken  as  an  average,  and  that  the  rent 
which  the  Company  were  to  pay  for  their 
concession  was  to  be  based  on  the  amounts 
received  during  that  particular  year.  If 
Her  Majesty's  Government  took  away 
the  greater  part  of  the  fabric  on  which  the 
contract  was  based,  surely,  even  if  the 
Government  had  not  a  moral  claim  they 
had  a  legal  claim  to  have  their  position 
recoDsidered,  more  especially  when  they 
remembered  that  at  the  present  moment 
the  Foreign  Office  was  practically  the 
Sultan  of  Zanzibar.  He  did  not  think 
his  hon.  Friend  (Sir  E.  Grey)  had  given 
a  sufficient  answer  to  the  case  of  the 
Company,  who  were  year  by  year  com- 
pelled to  go  on  paying  a  heavy  rent  to 
the  Sultan  out  of  funds  which  they 
did  not  receive — that  was  to  say,  out 
of  their  own  capital.  Whilst  be  (Mr.  J. 
W.  Lowther)  did  not  put  the  case  as 
strongly  as  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
(Commander  Bethell),  or  as  his  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  below  the  Gangway, 
who  had  used  some  very  strong 
and  nautical  phrases  with  regard  to  it, 
he  thought  that  the  Government  might 
very  fairly  arrive  at  some  arrangement 
with  the  Company  with  regard  to  that 
part  of  their  claim,  especially  when  it 
was  remembered  that  the  Government 
had  in  their  hands  at  the  present 
moment  the  sum  of  £200,000  belonging 
nominally  to  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar,  and 
forming  a  fund  by  means  of  which 
arrangements  might  possibly  be  arrived  at 
between  the  Company  and  the  Sultan.  He 
should  like,  in  conclusion,  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  the 
extraordinary  anomalous  position  in  which  ^ 
Mr.  J.  fV.  Lowther 


they'  found  themMlves  in  East  .Ifrica. 
They  had  a  Protectorate  of  an  island  with 
a  10«mil6  strip  of  territory  along  the 
mainland  ;  then  they  had  another  Pro- 
tectorate further  north  held  under  a 
different  tenure ;  then  they  had  the 
Hinteriand  administered  by  the  Chai^ 
tered  Company,  and  finally  hung  np  in 
the  air,  three  months'  dietanoe  from  the 
base,  they  had  the  newly-formed  Pro* 
tectorate  of  Uganda.  He  fully  agreed 
with  the  TiewB  which  were  held  by  Sir 
Gerald  Portal  that  the  whole  of  this 
portion  of  East  Africa  should  be  ad- 
ministered together,  and  directly  by 
Great  Britain,  and  he  was  afraid  that  as 
long  as  Her  Majesty's  Government  could 
not  make  up  their  minds  to  grasp  the 
question  as  a  whole,  and  to  treat  it  as 
a  whole,  they  were  simply  piling  up  for 
themselves  day  by  day  great  difficulties 
and  ceaseless  intricacies,  and  preparing 
for  the  future  a  crisis  which  might  be- 
come very  acute,  and  which  might 
lead  to  some  of  the  disasters  which  his 
hon.  and  gallant  J^riend  (Commander 
Bethell)  had  pointed  out. 

Sir  K.  TEMPLE  (Surrey,  Kingston) 
said,  he  should  interpose  but  for  a  few 
minutes  between  this  foreign  topic  and 
another  foreign  topic  of  equal  interest, 
which  he  believed  was  to  be  subsequently 
brought  forward.  Having  been  obliged, 
owing  to  his  connection  with  a  great 
Missionary  Society,  to  which  everybody 
owed  so  much  in  East  Africa,  to  study 
this  part  of  the  African  Continent,  and 
being  entirely  unconnected  with  the 
British  Imperial  East  Africa  Company, 
he  desired  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
question.  He  felt  he  could  do  so  with 
entire  impartiality,  and  from  a 
national  and  patriotic  point  of  view. 
He  did  not  agree  with  what  had  fallen 
fi*om  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Holderness  Division  re* 
gardiug  the  merits  of  Chartered  Com- 
panies. Of  course,  if  the  work  done  by 
these  Companies  could  be  done  imme- 
diately by  the  nation  it  would  be  well,  but 
they  knew  that  in  the  political  and  social 
circumstances  of  the  country  it  was 
natural  that  the  Government  should  be 
somewhat  reluctant  to  enter  directly  upon 
these  enterprises,  which  might  in  the 
future  so  largely  affect  our  national 
interests.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  if  there  had  been  no  East  India  Com- 
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^ ^   there  would 

IndtaQ  Bmpire,  and  thftt  if  there  had 
been  no  Soofh  Africa   Conpanj  there 
wonld  haTB'beett  no  British  dominiom  in 
Mataheleland  and    Mashonaland ;    and, 
certainlj,  if    there  had    been  no  East 
Africa   Comtiany   Genuanj   wonld    by 
this  time  have  been  masters  of  the  whole 
of  the  territory  to  the  west  of  the  great 
African  Lakes.   Under  the  circumstances, 
they  ought  to  be  thankful  that  this  great 
Company  had  exbted,  and  ought  to  look 
on  its  condition  now  with  a  most  friendly 
eye.     He  did  not  want  to  make  much  of 
what  had  been  said  as  to  the  late  Go* 
vemment  having  instigated  the  Company 
to  proceed  to  Uganda.    If  it  did  so  it 
would  redound  to  its  credit ;  at  any  rate, 
he  shonld  be  the  last   to    apply    any 
opprobrious  epithets  to  a  Government 
for  which  he  had  the    most  profound 
admiration,    especially    regarding    their 
African  policy.     It  must   be  admitted 
that  the  lale  Government  was  not  behind- 
hand   in    its    national    duty  of    giving 
encouragement  to  this  Company.    It  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  give  that 
encouragement,  and  that  encouragement 
was   rendered,  as  was  amply  shown  by 
the   Papers.     As  early  as  1890  Sir  C. 
Euan    Smith  had    written    to    Su*    W. 
McKlnnon  recommending  the  Despatch 
of  a  thoroughly  equipped  expedition  to 
Uganda,  and  in  their  Despatches  the  Go- 
vernment had  used  such  phrases  as — 

"No  more  favourable  opportunity  could 
arise  for  the  Company  to  enter  into  amicable 
xelations  with  the  King," 

and — 

**  It  is  understood  that  the  prin  cipal  object 
that  the  East  Africa  Company  has  in  view  is 
to  secure  a' permanent  interest  in  U|;anda,  and 
steps  have  been  taken  for  that  object  by  the 
despatch  of  a  caravan.'* 

There  could  be  no  doubt  that  reasonable 
and  proper  encouragement  was  given  by 
the  late  Government  to  the  Company  to 
proceed  to  Uganda.  Lord  Salisbury,  in 
fact,  had  written— 

"  It  would  be  unreasonable  that  Her  Majesty's 
Oovernment  shonld,  by  thrusting  the  whole 
reBpcnsibility  on  the  shoulders  of  private  in- 
divldttalfi.  claim  to  be  relieved  from  all  responsi- 
biHty." 

He  did  not  mean  to  imply  that  the  late 
Government  had  committed  itself  in  any 
Unreasonable  manner.  It  did  no  more 
than  its  duty,  and  no  less.    The  Com 


have  been  nd  British  ]  pany  was  to  pay  a  eertaia  rent  to  the 
Sultan  of  Zanaibar  in  ooasidelation  of 
being  allowed  to  collect  duties  within  a 
certain  asone,  and  when  that  aone  was 
declared  free  and  no  dues-  could  be  col- 
lected,  no  remission  was  made  in  the 
rent.    He  desired  to  press  upon  the  Go»- 
vernment  to  settle  the  matter  quickly, 
because  the  Company  was  placed  at  a 
disadvantage  and  did  not  know^  what  to 
do,  and  it  was  seriously  apprehensive  re- 
garding delay.      For  the  sake  of  Im*- 
perial  interests  and    of  justice  to  the 
Company,  let  them  be  quick  in  settling 
the  matter.    Now  that  the  question  of 
Uganda  had  been  so  beneficially  settled 
by    Her    Majesty's   Government,  oould 
they  not  go  a  step   further  and   bring 
matters  with  the  Company  to  a  just  con- 
clusion P       The     Company    should    no 
longer  be  required  to    go    on    paying 
revenue  to  the  Sultau  of  Zanzibar  lor 
benefits  no  longer  receivable.     Though 
no  one  held  the  services  of  Sir  Gerald 
Portal  in  admiration  more  than  be  did, 
he  hardly  thought  that  Sir  Gerald  sufii- 
ciently  considered  the  part   which  the 
Company  had  to  play  in  that  part  of  the 
world,   and    it    never    seemed   to  have 
occurred  to   Sir   Gerald's  mind  that  if 
there  had  been  no  Company  there  would 
have  been  no  Uganda  question  for  this 
country  to  argue  about.     The  Govern- 
ment were,  it  tieemed,  halting  at  this 
moment  between  two  opinions.     There 
was  no  middle  course  for  them  to  pursue. 
Either  they  must  be  prepared  to  assume 
a  virtual  Protectorate  over  the  whole 
Hinterland  from  Mombasa  to  the  Great 
Lakes,    or     the    Company    must    have 
financial  means  at  its  disposal  to  enable 
it  to  do  its  duty.     How  could  that  be 
done  ?     In  the  first  place,  he  understood 
that  the  Company    had  no  real  taxing 
powers.     They   could  not   tax   British 
subjects  or  other  European  subjects  with* 
out  some  positive    sanction    from    the 
British    Government,  and    he  believed 
that  could  not  be  done  unless  the  Go* 
vernment  were  prepared  to  give  that 
power  by  Order  in  Council,  or  by  such 
other    Order    as     they    might    choose. 
They  must  otherwise  make  it  a  Crown 
Colony,     and     if     they    make     it     a 
Crown    Colony,    of    course,      it    was 
virtually     a     Protectorate.       One     of 
the  financial  means  he  was  advocating 
j  was  that  the  Company  should  have  the 
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poiwer  of  taution^  whieh  ibej  had  votl 
now.  The  people  who*  enjoyed  protoc- 
teotkm  would,  no  doubt,  be  willing  to 
aocept  taxation*  There  .wa8>  another 
point  whieh  was  well  worth  coneideration. 
The  reveaue  at  present  raised,  or  which 
could  be  raised,  at  the  principal  ports  did 
not  benefit  the  Company,  bat  went,ae  he 
understood,  to  Zansibar,  which  was  now 
beiuK  rirtoallj  administered  by  the 
Foreign  Office.  The  SulUn  was,  at  all 
eyents,  but  the  shadow  o£  a  King.  The 
islands  of  Zanzibar  and  Pemba  ought,  he 
contended,  to  live  on  their  own  taxes, 
and  ought  not  to  look  to  other  ports  up 
the  coast.  The  taxes  collected  from  the 
ports  on  the  coast  ought,  in  his  view,  to 
be  devoted  to  that  coast,  and  if  those 
taxes  were  receivable  by  the  Company 
the  latter  would  have  means  to  go  on. 
If,  however,  this  course  was  not  con- 
sidered by  Her  Majesty^s  Government  to 
be  desirable,  then  they  must  adopt  the 
other  course — ^follow  Sir  Gerald  Portal's 
advice,  assume  a  Protectorate  over  the 
coast  and  Hinterland^  and  incorporate 
the  territory  in  the  Zanzibar  Protectorate. 
In  this  event  the  Government  must  make 
proper  terms  with  the  Company,  which 
would,  he  supposed,  remain  as  a  com^ 
mercial  body,  and  might  in  that  condition 
still  do  an  immense  amount  of  good.  He 
submitted  that,  as  statesmen,  they  must 
adopt  one  line  or  the  other,  and  not  be 
the  means  of  retarding  the  development 
of  our  Empire  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
of  placing  the  Company  at  a  great  dis- 
advantage, and  of  lowering  us  in  the 
eyes  of  neighbouring  Powers.  He  was 
surprised  to  hear  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  talk  about  the  spending  of  a  great 
deal  of  money.  He  himself  should  have 
thought  that  the  spending  of  a  few 
thousand  pounds  by  the  richest  Govern- 
ment in  the  world  would  have  been  a 
small  matter. 

Sir  E.  grey  said,  he  had  stated 
that  in  estimating  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation to  be  obtained  they  had  to 
remember  that  the  one  thing  certain  at 
present  in  regard  to  the  territory  was 
that  they  had  to  spend  a  certain  amount 
of  public  money  upon  it. 

SiK  R.  TEMPLE  said,  he  thought  the 
hon.  fiaronet  used  the  words  '*  much 
money."  It  was  only  a  passing  phrase, 
but  he  believed  he  was  correct  in  saying 
that  it  would  be  a  small  sum. 

Sir  B.  Tewple 


*Sit:  E.  GB£Y  said,  what  he  meant 
was  that  what  had  been  spent  wM  a  good 
deid  if  it  was  eon^idesed  that  they  were 
being  asked  to  pay  the  Company  in 
addition. 

Sir  R.  temple  isaid,  he  sincerely 
hoped  that  the  Government  realised  the 
extreme  importance  of  retaining  the 
entire  Valley  of  the  Nile,  from  its  sonroe 
onwards,  through  t&e  whole  sphere  of 
British  influence.  With  regard  to  the 
district  abandoned  in  deference  to  what 
they  had  deemed  to  be  the  just  remon«- 
strance  of  Germany,  was  he  correct  in 
understanding  that  we  still  had  the  right 
to  construct  telegraph  lines  ? 

Sir E.  GREY:  Yes. 

Sir  R.  temple  said,  that  if  there 
was  to  be  the  right  to  construct  telegraph 
lines  there  must  be  a  right  of  main- 
tenance, and  that  would  necessitate  the 
construction  of  some  kind  of  road  and 
buildings  for  artificers,  supervisors,  and 
others.  So  long  as  thoy  maintained 
these  things  he  thought  British  influence 
would  not  have  suffered  any  great 
check. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne)  said,  lie  thought  there  wius  a  great 
deal  of  reason  in  what  the  hon*  Baronet 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  said  with 
regard  to  the  prospect  of  our  being  able 
to  maintain  this  line  of  communication 
along  the  Congo  border.  He  was  bound 
to  say  he  had  always  himself  thought 
we  had  been  rather  unduly  tender  to  the 
susceptibilities  of  Germany  in  the  diffi- 
culty which  had  been  raised.  He  could 
not  conceive  how  German  interests  could 
have  been  jeopardised  in  any  way  by  our 
right  of  passage  in  the  district  in  ques* 
tion ;  but  as  difficulties  had  been 
raised  he  was  rather  inclined  to 
agree  with  the  hon.  Baronet  that 
it  would  not  have  been  worth  while 
jeopardising  our  friendly  relations  with 
Germany  in  order  to  maintain  that  which 
he  thought,  after  all,  they  would  be  able 
to  secure.  The  real  fact  was  that,  as  far 
as  the  present  position  was  concerned, 
they  need  not  be  in  a  very  great  hurry 
about  this  particular  territory.  The  only 
portion  they  had  to  trouble  themselves 
about  was  the  160  to  180  miles  of  thickly- 
inhabited  country  on  the  border  of  the 
Congo  Free  State.  He  hoped  the  time 
was  not  far  distant  when  a  good  deal 
more  would  be  known  about  that  portios 
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of  tbe  Qoautry^  At  preseBt  it  waa  in-* 
habited  bj  ^  tribe  wiio  wouldr-  not  allow 
eiiher  Grermaiia  or  any  otber  white  men 
to  penetrate  into  the  distriot.  •  When 
hon.  Members  were  dietoussiog  thb  ques- 
tion of .  distance,  and  the  oonstruction  of 
a  railway,  he  thought  it  was  advisable  to 
remind  the  Committee  that  there  was  a 
far  better  and  easier  and  more  rapid 
means  of  access  to  the  district  undtir 
consideration  through  the  medium  of 
steamers  on  the  Great  Lakes.  He  was 
anxious  in  dealing  with  these  questions 
that  they  should  take,  not  only  a  patriotic, 
but  a  broad  and  International  view.  He 
did  not  see  why  they  should  be  jealous  of 
the  Germans  or  French.  So  long  as 
their  destinies  were  bound  up  with  the 
maintenance  of  order  and  prosperity  in 
Egypt  itself,  it  would  be  exceedingly 
undesirable  to  allow  the  control  of  any 
portion  of  the  Nile  Yidley  to  slip  from 
their  grasp.  He  believed  that  in  the 
position  in  which  they  found  themselves, 
they  were  the  people  of  all  others  who 
could  best  promote,  and  ultimately  carry 
oat  any  experiment  in  the  Nile  Valley. 
This  was  a  most  important  point  in  the 
great  scheme  which  Mr.  Rhodes  was  the 
first  to  elaborate  —  not  merely  a 
telegraph  line,  but*  a  throagh  rail- 
way route  from  the  Cape  to  Cairo. 
He  believed  that  that  was  bound  up  with 
their  work  in  Egypt,  and  therefore  he 
was  not  in  favour  of  withdrawing  one 
jot  of  their  claims  to  the  control  of  the 
Nile  Valley.  At  the  same  time,  that  was 
no  reason  why  they  should  come  to 
loggerheads  with  France,  Germany,  or 
Itibly.  He  believed  that  by  a  policy  of 
conciliation  it  would  be  possible  to  de- 
velop the  prospects  of  all  the  nations 
interested  in  those  parts,  and  to  carry  for- 
ward civilisation  to  the  furthest  extent 
possible.  While  he  admired  and  appre- 
ciated the  value  of  what  Sir  Gerald 
Portal  had  done,  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
mistake  for  them  to  accept  every  word  of 
his  Report  as  absolutely  correct,  or  to 
follow  it  in  every  particular.  When  Sir 
Gerald  spoke,  on  page  37  of  the  Report, 
about  the  route  via  the  Great  Lakes 
being  impossible,  he  considered  they 
might  fairly  criticise  that  statement.  He 
held  that  that  route  would  not  be  so  im- 
possible as  Sir  Gerald .  thought.  He 
asked,  the  Government  to  consider  whe- 
ther it  was  not  worth  while  to  negotiate 


with  GtBrmany  for  aQ>  easy  roate^  through 
that  country*s  territory  from  a  point  near 
the  north  comer  of  Lake  Tanganyika  to 
tbe  south-western  corner  of  tho  Victoria 
Nyansa.  That  would  be  probably  160  or 
180  miles.  It  would,  he  contended,  be 
far  better  to  try  and  effect  some  arrange 
ment  of  this  kimL  He  was  anxious  to 
see  International  relations  developed  to 
the  fullest  extent  between  these  countries* 
If  they  took  the  route  up  from  Zambesi 
they  had  the  Belgians  on  one  eide,  the 
Grermans  on  the  other,  and  the  Portu- 
guese lower  down,  and  themselves  follow- 
ing the  Portuguese.  The  best  plan  would 
be  for  them  to  associate  themselves  with 
these  different  nations,  and  to  come  to 
some  arrangement  most  conducive  to  open* 
ing  up  the  laud  and  for  the  develop- 
ment of  their  trade  and  commerce  along 
with  their  own.  These  Great  Lakes 
were  open  to  the  trade  and  conunerce  of 
all  nations.  There  was  no  monopoly 
possible  to  any  one  Company,  or  party, 
or  country.  What  they  had  to  look  to 
was  the  development,  as  speedily  as 
possible,  of  steam  and  railway  communi- 
cation upon  these  magnificent  waterways 
which,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  a  more 
practical  and,  from  the  commercial 
aspect  of  tbe  question,  far  more  paying 
than  the  proposed  railway,  through  an 
almost  impracticable  country,  from  Mom- 
basa to  Uganda.  As  to  the  rights  or 
wrongs,  or  the  desirability  of  exploiting 
a  new  country  through  the  agency  of  a 
Chartered  Company,  he  had  on  former 
occasions  expressed  his  opinion  in  thi» 
House  that  it  was  possible,  under  present 
circumstances,  to  avoid  doing  so.  But 
in  addition  to  the  particular  case  which 
the  hon.  Baronet  cited,  he  thought  they 
might  take  tbe  instance  of  the  East 
India  Company  and  other  cases  which 
bad  been  quite  as  successful.  At  present, 
on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa  they  had 
the  Niger  Company,  which  conducted 
the  administration  of  its  territories  with 
great  success.  Why  should  the  Niger 
Company  on  the  West  Coast  be  so  great 
a  success  and  the  Imperial  British  East 
Africa  Company  be  such  a  failure  ?  He 
was  not  at  all  sure  that  they  should  say 
tlie  British  East  Africa  Chartered  Com- 
pany had  failed  because  it  had  not 
received  the  same  free  hand  which  the 
Chartered  Company  in  the  South  and 
the  Niger  Company  had  received  ?  These 
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-mreitiot  tlie  only  Companies.  He  wm 
valher  surprised  thai  no  referenoe  had 
beea  made  t^  the  Hudsoo's  Baj  Com- 
pany. *  Tb^  Hndson^s  Bay  Company  was 
a  eommereial  Trading  CompaDy,  jnsc  as 
muoh  as  any  of  those  now  developing  the 
Oentrol  or  Southern  districts  of  Africa. 
Again,  the  Mozamhique  Company  was 
«toadiJy  forging  ahead,  and  if  Companies 
like  the  Moaamhique  and  Niger  Com- 
<pany  in  Africa  had  been  enabled  to  do 
good  work,  to  become  paying  concerns, 
-and  to  bring  into  cultivation  large  tracts 
•of  country  from  which  this  country  had 
reaped  the  benefit— if  all  this  had  been 
done  elsewhere,  why  could  it  not  be  done 
with  equal  success  in  £ast  Africa  ?  It 
-arppeared  to  him  they  had  got  to  find  the 
-reason,  not  in  the 'fact  that  the  East 
Africa  Company  had  been  badly  ad- 
ministered —  he  did  not  believe  it 
had — not  in  the  fact  that  it  was  a 
Chartered  Company,  but  in  what 
the  conditions  were  in  connection  with 
the  relations  between  the  East  Africa 
Company  and  the  Government,  or  the 
limitations  and  restrictions  imposed  upon 
them,  and  they  should  ask  whether  those 
conditions  might  not  be  an  explanation 
of  the  failure  which  everybody  regretted. 
If  he  were  asked  for  a  reason  why  the 
Chartered  Company  of  East  Africa  had 
not  succeeded  he  might  possibly  say.  in 
the  words  of  one  of  the  principal  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Chartered  Company  in 
South  Africa,  that  it  was  because  they 
attempted  too  much  to  combine  philan- 
throphy  with  trading  success  and  were 
too  tender,  perhaps,  of  the  susceptibilities 
of  their  own  people  in  connection  with 
the  Slave  Trade.  That  view  might  be 
entirely  wrong,  but  he  had  heard  such  a 
criticism  passed  upon  them.  Whether 
that  were  so  or  not,  the  gentlemen  who 
had  spoken  of  the  British  East  Africa 
Company,  and  the  members  of  the  Com- 
pany themselves  might  perhaps  contrast 
with  a  feeling  of  bitterness  the  remark- 
able partiality  which  the  present  and  past 
Governments  of  this  country  had  always 
bestowed  upon  the  Chartered  Company 
of  South  Africa  with  the  rather  stand-off 
attitude  they  seemed  to  have  adopted  to- 
wards the  East  Africa  Company.  He 
was  glad  to  think  that  the  Government 
of  this  country,  whether  Tory  or  Liberal, 
had  shown,  at  any  rate^  a  friendly  desire 
to  support  to  the  best  of  *^heir  power  the 

Mr.  Cotiyleare 


great  enterprise  of  the  Chartered  Com. 
pany  in  South  Africa.  He  entirely 
shared  the  opinion  of  those  who  criti* 
cised* — when  criticism  wtas  neoessary^- 
the  policy  of  the  F<M^gnOffiee9  whoever 
was  the  head  of  it^  when  the  FVweign 
Office  had  not  made  up  its  mind.  He 
had  been  in  correspondence  with  the 
Foreign  Office  in  relation  to  South 
African  matters,  and  he  was  bound  to 
say  that  a  little  more  sagacity  in  dealing 
with  that  eorrespondence  on  the  part  of 
the  permanent  Government  offichds  was 
highly  to  be  desired.  If  they  could  make 
up  their  minds  in  a  reasonably  short 
time  as  to  the  policy  to  be  pursued,  and 
boldly  carry  it  out,  he  was  sure  it  would, 
in  future,  save  them  a  great  deal  of 
difficulty. 

General  GOLDSWORTHY  (Ham- 
mersmith)  said,  he  had  much  the  same 
feelings  on  this  subject  as  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Eastbourne — ^though 
he  should  not  express  them  in  the  same 
forcible  ianguage—and  he  would  appeal 
to  the  Under  Secretary  to  remember, 
when  this  question  was  settled,  as  he 
hoped  it  would  be  quickly,  that  some  of 
the  loss  that  had  been  incurred  to  the 
British  East  Africa  Company  was  due 
to  the  action  of  Her  Majesty*s  Govern- 
ment. He  wished  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
the  Government  would  consent  to  pro- 
duce the  correspondence  between  the 
Company  and  the  Government  from 
January  1,  1890,  down  to  the  present 
time,  so  that  they  might  see  how  matters 
really  stood  ?  He  hoped  when  the 
claims  of  the  Company  were  taken  into 
consideration  it  would  be  borne  in  mind 
that  what  the  Company  had  done  would 
greatly  benefit  this  country,  and  that 
they  would,  therefore,  be  treated  on  a 
liberal  basis. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Northumberiand, 
Tyneside)  remarked,  that  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  vote  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote,  because  if  any  Minister  had  earned 
his  pay  it  was  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs.  But  he  desired  to  press 
one  or  two  considerations  upon  the  Go- 
vernment. He  wished  to  allude,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  the  necessity  of  their 
beiug  the  first  in  the  field  if  a  railway 
were  to  be  made  ;  and,  if  that  were  con- 
templated, they  ought  to  begin  it  at  an 
earlier  date,  and   carry  out  the  recom- 
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meadfttidnd  oC  Sir  Gemid  Fortel  hy  €on» 
fltnictiogit  M  Jar  as  Kikojo.  If  ihal 
were  done  it  would  benefit  their  own 
sphere  of  iafiueoee  aad  rather- prejudiee 
other  Dations ;  whilet  if  thej.  allowed 
other  naiioMB  to  oonstrnet  a  railway  to 
the  eoatharB  extremity  of  these  Lak^ 
they,  DO  dbabt,  would  take  away  thb 
trade  from  the  British  sphere  of  influeaoe. 
He  wiahod  to  refer  for  a  moment  to  the 
admioistratioa  ia  Zanalbar*  He  believed 
the  system  of  administration  was  a  ridi- 
culous one,  uneconomical  and  ineflectaiiL 
The  Sultan  of  Zansibar  had  an  £ngli8h<- 
man  as  Prime  Minister,  Sir  Lloyd 
Matthew.  ;  the  head  of  his  Army, 
General  Hatch,  was  another  English* 
man,  and  they  had  as  their  representa- 
tive and  responsible  to  their  own  Go- 
vernment a  Consular  General.  £acb  of 
these  three  Englishmen  had  his  own 
staff,  and  each  spent  money  in  watching 
and  controlling  the  Sultan,  who  was  a 
mere  poppet  in  their  hands.  There  was 
no  law  of  snccession  to  the  Sultanate, 
and  the  British  Government  selected  for 
the  office  the  weakest  man  they  could 
find,  who  would  be  a  tool  in  the  hands 
of  his  Ministers.  If  the  Sultanate  were 
abolished,  the  administration  might  be 
economised  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
cue  Englishman,  who  might  have  abso- 
lute control.  There  were  official  ad- 
visers of  Her  Majesty's  Government  who 
did  not  favour  this  step ;  but  there  were 
other  high  authorities  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  circumstances  of  administra- 
tion in  East  Africa  who  believed  it  was 
right  that  this  economy  should  be  effected 
and  the  Sultanate  abolished.  It  would 
.be  very  easy,  and  could  be  done  at  the 
small  cost  of  a  pension  to  the  Sultan,  who 
had  no  hold  either  of  primogeniture  or  any 
other  claim  on  the  Throne.  The  only  use 
of  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  was  that  he  was 
a  sort  of  figure,  behind  whom  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
had  sheltered  himself  when  confronted 
with  questions  in  this  House.  He  would 
point  to  one  or  two  things  that  would 
result  from  establishing  a  Crown  Colony 
at  Zaniibar  or  Mombasa  on  the  coast. 
It  would  be  a  valuable  base  of  operations 
in  the  event  of  trouble  in  that  part  of  the 
world ;  it  would  economise  at  least 
£10,000  a  year  in  the  expense  of  the 
staffs  already  alluded  to  ;  and  it  would 
also  enable  their  own  Government  to  re* 


^ooe  gfiatly  the  wite  venels  thay  maii^ 
^ned««hes6i  Th»  iliist  auggeAion  alooa 
would^  he  estimated,  mean*  an  aoonomy 
#f  about  £160j000  a  year,  i  Ib  addition; 
it  woold  bo.  possible  Cor  slavery  tai  be 
putan  end  to  in-  the  event  of  the  Saltan 
being  t  abolished  And  a  Crown*  colon j 
estaUished,  and  with  a.  redoctionxof 
slavery  they  should  no  longer  requivs 
so  many  ironclads  to  look  kit6t  the 
supprassioB  of  slavery*  on  the  eoasti 
I£  slavery  was  abolished  in  the  Island  of 
Pember  and  in  Zanzibar  the  great  de* 
maod  for  slavery  would  be  cut  off,  and 
the  same  neeesiity  for  maintaining  a 
large  station  would  be  diminished.  Again, 
in  the  iMkuinistlBtion  of  the  Customs,  re4 
form  was  needed.  They  were  at  present 
farmed  by  the  British  East  Africa  Com- 
pany for  the  Saltan,  and  there  was  ad 
economy,  of  cetiection.  On  pAge.  9  of 
the  Report  •  before  them.  Members  of  the 
Committee  would  see  the  following  re« 
commendation  by  the  Vice  Consulate :— «• 

"  Anotfaer  reform  urgently  needed- is  the  pro- 
per admiDiBtTation  of  the  GuBtomB  of  the  Islaiid 
of  Pemba*  where  there  exUU  at  the  present 
moment  admlnistratiun  la  name  oaly,  and  little 
or  no  control." 

Anolher  advantage  would  be  that  in- 
dividuals who  at  present  escaped  taxa^ 
tion  would  have  to  pay  their  lair  share 
of  both  local  and  Imperial  taxation. 
Under  the  administration  of  the  Sultan, 
and  by  the  Mabomedan  law,  any  indi- 
vidual who  had  any  right  whatsoever  to 
claim  any  citizenship  of  another  nation 
could  escape  the  burdens  of  taxation. 
Not  only  so,  but  he  could  enable  any 
slave  whom  he  employed  to  escape  any 
such  burdens,  the  result  being  that  a 
great  number  of  people  got  scot-free 
from  all  taxation  or  payments  to  the 
revenue  in  those  parts  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Sultan. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  (Sir  J. 
Goldsmid)  reminded  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  administration  of  Zanzibar  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  the  abo* 
lition  of  the  Sultanate,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  some  other  form  of  Government. 

Mr.  J.  A.  P£ASE  thought  that  as 
Her  Majesty ^8  Government  were  respon- 
sible for  the  administration  it  would  not 
be  out  of  his  province  to  allude  to  one  or 
two  recommendations  whereby  money 
could  be  saved,  and  advantages  could  hie 
secured  which  would  have  justified  tile 
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Government  in  taking  a  moro  aotave 
oourve.  It  seemed  to  him  the  Goyern- 
ment  had  allowed  things  to  drift  too 
much,  and  had  not  adopted  a  coarse 
which  could  be  thoroughly  justified,  and, 
tfaerefbre,  he  thought  that,  if  he  could 
point  out  to'  the  Committee  certain 
things  which,  in  his  opinion,  would 
be  beneficial  to  their  country  as 
a  whole,  he  should  have  been  in  order  in 
doing  80«  By  the  adoption  of  such  an 
administration  as  he  bad  suggested  the 
internecine  tribal  wars  which  existed 
inland,  to  the  great  detriment  of  tlie 
country,  would  besettled,  and  they  should 
be  able  to  perform  those  obligations 
they  entwed  into  at  the  Brussels  Confer* 
ence* 

Commander  BETHELL  asked  leave 
to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

*Mr.  LAWRENCE  asked  for  some 
reply  to  the  question  which  had  been  put 
as  to  whether  there  would  be  a  further 
publication  of  Papers. 

*SiB  E.  GREY,  in  reply,  said,  he  did 
not  see  that  there  was  any  reason  for  the 
further  publication  of  Papers  with  regard 
to  East  Africa.  A  great  many  Papers 
had  been  published  lately,  and  the  posi- 
tion was  undoubtedly  still  one  of  transi- 
tion, so  that  the  time  had  not  arrived  for 
publishing  further  Papers.  With  regard 
to  what  he  had  said  earlier  in  the  even- 
ing about  the  question  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  East  Africa  Company, 
the  Government  did  not  want  to  deal 
hardly  with  the  Company  ;  at  the  same 
time,  they  had  the  interests  of  the  tax- 
payers to  consider  as  to  the  fair  amount 
of  compensation  due  to  the  Company  for 
the  work  done  and  the  value  of  that  work 
at  the  present  time.  If  the  Company 
could  not  negotiate  on  those  lines  then 
the  Government  must  fall  back  on  the 
present  position  of  the  Company  under 
its  Charter,  having  regard  to  the  question 
whether  the  withdrawal  of  the  Company 
from  the  greater  part  of  the  territory  did 
'not  entitle  the  Government  to  revoke  the 
Charter  if  the  Government  desired  to 
exercise  the  right.  Sir  Gerald  PortaPs 
opinion  was  that  the  withdraws  1  of  the 
Company  had  practically  given  the  Go- 
vernment the  right  to  revoke  the  Charter 
if  they  chose  to  do  so.  He  had  no  further 
announcement  in  regard  to  the  railway  ; 
and  with  reference  to  the  question  of 
Zanzibar,  he  begged  to  say  that  he  had 
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never  shelterlad  himself  behind  the  Sultan 
of  that  country, .  who  had  taken  most 
enlightened  views ;  and  the  least  thing 
this  House  oonld  do  was  to  recognise  that 
fact.  He  had  not  sheltered  himself 
behind  the  Sultan  ;  all  he  bad  said  was 
that  so  long  as  the  country  was  a  British 
Protectorate,  the  practice  of  Protectorates 
must  obtain,  and  so  long  as  it  was  a 
Mahomedan  Protectorate  it  must  be 
governed  according  to  Mahomedan  law. 
The  present  Government  had  added  one 
Protectorate  in  East  Africa  already,  and 
he  thought  it  was  going  a  little  too  fast 
to  propose  that  they  should  change  the 
Zaneibar  Protectorate  into  a  British 
Crown  Colony. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  LEGH  (Lancashire,  S.W.,  New- 
ton) said,  it  might  be  thought  that  the 
subject  he  was  about  to  raise  was  a  sub- 
ject of  minor  importance  to  raise  on  a 
Vote  on  Account,  but  as  hon.  Members 
now  got  no  fair  opportunity  for  discussing 
the  Votes,  they  were  obliged  to  take  every 
chance  afforded  for  raising  questions  in 
which  they  were  interested.  He  moved 
to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £100,  in  order  to 
call  attention  to  the  appointment  of  Sir 
Mortimer  Durand  as  Minister  at  Teheran. 
He  had  no  desire  to  say  anything  against 
Sir  Mortimer  Durand.  On  the  contrary, 
he  recognised  in  that  gentleman  a  dis- 
tinguished.  and  capable  official,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  that  he  was  well  qualified 
for  the  post  with  which  he  had  been  en» 
trusted.  But  he  took  this  opportunity  of 
making  a  protest  against  the  system  of 
putting  all  kinds  of  people  into  the 
Diplomatic  Service,  which  was  carried 
on  by  both  political  Parties  alike.  Of 
the  eight  principal  posts  in  the  Diplo- 
matic Service — Embassies  which  might 
be  regarded  as  the  prizes  of  the  profes- 
sion— ^no  less  than  four  were  filled  by 
gentlemen  who  had  had  no  original  con- 
nection with  the  Service  at  alL  If  any 
one  would  take  the  trouble  to  peruse  the 
foreign  lists  he  would  discover  that  the 
whole  Service  was  permeated  by  outsiders. 
He  asked  whether  this  system  was  fair, 
whether  it  was  reasonable,  whether  it  was 
even  profitable  ?  The  Diplomatic  Ser- 
vice was  recruited  by  the  process  of 
careful  selection ;   the  persons  who  be- 
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loDKed  to  it  had  to  pMB  a  seyere  exam- 
ioation  ;  and  he  thought  it  woald  he  ad- 
mitted that  their  duties  were  discharged 
with  seal  and  intelligence.  That  being 
80,  was  it  not  most  important  that  eyerj 
man  in  the  Service  should  be  induced  to 
interest  himself  as  much  as  possible 
in  his  profession,  b}r  being  able 
to  look  to  promotion  as  a  reward 
for  intelligent  application  to  work? 
But  what  encouragement  was  there  to 
young  men  in  the  Service  if  they  were 
liable  to  be  supplanted  by  one  of  these 
gentlemen  who  had  no  connection  with 
the  Foreign  Office  and  probably  were 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  duties  they  were 
called  upon  to  discharge  ?  That  was  a 
condition  of  things  that  did  not  exist  in 
any  other  branch  of  the  Public  Service. 
They  did  not  see  officers  of  the  Army 
wba  had  worked  their  way  to  the  upper 
ranks  of  the  Service  superseded  by 
Admirals.  He  wondered  what  would  be 
the  feelings  of  legal  gentlemen  if,  on  the 
vacancy  in  a  Judgeship,  a  Bishop  was 
put  over  their  heads  ?  Why,  if  a 
messenger  in  a  public  office  or  a  post- 
man was  passed  over,  there  were  hon. 
Gentlemen  in  the  House  who  would 
champion  his  cause  and  denounce  it  as  a 
job,  but  any  kind  of  person  was  con* 
sidered  good  enough  to  be  a  diplomatist, 
and  anybody  might  be  called  upon  at  five 
minutes*  notice  to  discharge  duties  which 
it  took  a  good  many  years  to  learn.  He 
was  aware  that  the  Foreign  Secretary 
was  allowed  ample  discretion  in  the 
matter  under  ike  regulations,  and  could 
pick  and  choose  those  persons  whom  he 
considered  suitable  for  the  appoint- 
ments ;  and  occasionally  excellent  reasons 
were  given  why  particular  persons  were 
appointed  to  particular  posts — in  other 
words,  because  they  were,  or  were  sup« 
posed  to  be,  experts.  That  was  all  right 
BO  far  as  it  went ;  but  the  expert  did  not 
remain  in  the  place  where  his  knowledge 
and  information  wer6  of  value ;  he  got 
tired  of  remaining  in  the  same  place  ;  he 
gradually  moved  up  the  ladder  like 
everyone  else,  and  in  his  declining 
years  found  himself  at  Washington 
or  Lisbon.  Sir  Mortimer  Durand 
came  within  the  category  of  a  distin- 
guished expert ;  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  of  advantage  to  the  country  that  Sir 
Mortimer  Durand  should  be  able  to  exer- 
cise the  knowledge  and  information  he 


possessed  where  that  knowledge  and  in- 
formation were  most  wanted.  Sir 
Mortimer  Durand  was  also  the*  special 
nominee  of  the  Indian  Government* 
The  'Indian  Government  contributed 
part  of  the  expenses  of  the  Persian 
Minister,  and  it  was  only  fair  that  it 
should  have  some  voice  in  the  appoint- 
ment. What  he  would  suggest,  there- 
fore, was  that  Sir  Mortimer  Durand 
should  confine  himself  to  those  countries 
in  which  the  Indian  Government  had  a 
direct  interest.  Sir  Mortimer  Durand 
might  be  a  most  valuable  official  in 
Persia,  but  it  did  not  follow  that  he 
would  be  equally  valuable  if  transferred 
to  Europe  or  America.  He  could  not 
help  thinking  that  this  proposal  would 
be  found  satisfactory  to  all  parties  con- 
cerned. He  was  quite  sure  it  would  be 
satisfactory  to  Sir  Mortimer  Durand  him- 
self, because  he  would  prefer  to  be  era- 
ployed  in  countries  upon  which  he  had 
special  knowledge.  He  was  quite  cer- 
tain that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the 
Indian  Government,  because  Sir  Mortimer 
Durand  would  always  be  on  the  spot  to 
look  after  Indian  interests,  and  no  one 
was  better  qualified  than  he  to  do  so.  As 
to  the  third  parties  in  the  matter — 
namely,  the  members  of  the  Diplomatic 
Service,  he  was  quite  sure  they  would 
be  even  more  satisfied  than  the  others  by 
the  proposal.  He  begged  to  move  a  re- 
duction of  the  Vote  by  £100. 

The  chairman  :  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  move  a  reduction.  The  hon. 
Member  can  make  his  speech  and  it  will 
be  answered  without  moving  a  reduction. 

♦Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  said,  his  hon.  Friend  had 
asked  whether  it  was  fair  or  reasonable 
to  appoint  gentlemen  not  trained  in 
the  Diplomatic  Service  to  high  diplo- 
matic posts.  He  answered  most 
emphatically  in  the  negative.  He  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  in  order  to 
be  a  snecessful  diplomatist,  a  man  must 
have  worked  his  way  up  the  ladder. 
Dipiomaiicus  Jit^  nan  natcUur. 

•Sir  S.  NORTHCOTE  (Exeter)  said,' 
that  as  one  who  had  been  connected  with 
tbe  Diplomatic  Service  he  thought  the 
questmn  which  had  been  raised  by  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Newton  was 
deserving  of  serious  consideration  in  the 
interest  of  the  future  position  of  the 
Service.      At  the  present  moment  our 
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Ambassadon  at  Fans,  Wathtngton,  and 
Conetantinople,  and  also  Sir  H*  Dram* 
moQd  Wolff,  and  now  Sir  MortinoLftr 
Dnrand,  had  been  ap{)ointed  from  ontside 
the  ranks  of  the  Diplomatic  Body. 
It  ^ould  be  unfortanate  for  the 
future  of  the  Diplomatic  Service  if 
anj  impression  got  abroad  that  long  and 
claim  for  promotion.  It  mast  be  luiown 
to  all  persons  having  any  knowledge  of 
the  Service  that  it  was  not  possible  for 
any  gentleman  ccnnected  with  the  8er* 
vice,  until  after  many  years  in  office,  to 
live  on  his  salary  ;  and  if  promotion  were 
taken  away  from  gentlemen  who  entered 
the  Service  in  the  ordinary  way,  and 
who  did  loyal  and  valuable  service  to  the 
State  for  many  years,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  the  consequences  would 
be  disastrous  to  the  Service  as  a  whole. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT 
{Sheffield,  Central)  hoped  the  Govern* 
ment  would  continne  the  policy  of  select- 
ing the  fittest  persons  to  direct  our  policy 
abroad.  There  was  nothing  more  impor* 
taut  than  that  the  Foreign  Secretary 
should  retain  the  most  absolute  power  of 
liberty  in  selecting  men  who  could 
advance  the  interests  of  thiB  country 
to  fill  these  important  posts.  He  would 
like  to  see  an  even  larger  number  of  the 
junior  members  advanced  to  the  higher 
posts,  more  especially  those  men  who 
showed  an  interest  in  the  advancement 
of  the  commercial  interest  of  the  country, 
watched  commercial  developments,  and 
sent  in  timely  Reports  of  changes  in 
fiscal  policy  and  commercial  action  in  the 
countries  in  which  they  were  stationed. 
He  also  desired  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  should  have  greater  liberty  in  trans- 
ferring to  diplomatic  posts  those  Consuls 
who  luid  shown  especial  ability.  He  bad 
in  several  foreign  countries  met  Ccosuls 
of  extraordinary  ability  in  advancing  the 
commercial  interests  of  Great  Britain, 
and  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage 
if  they  could  be  encouraged  in  their  seal 
and  activity  by  knowing  that  their  ser* 
vices  were  recognised,  and  thai  there 
was  a  •possibility  of  their  being  promoted 
to  higher  posts  in  the  Diplomatic  Ser* 
vice. 

•Mr.  CURZON  (Lancashira,  South- 
port)  said,  that  several  <»f  his  hon.  Friends 
had  discussed  with  great  ability  many 
questions  of  African  policy  connected  with 
the  Foreign  Office  Vote*  He<wouldthere«> 
fore  say  nothing  on  those  subjects,  but 
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would  eon6oe  hie  attention  entirely  to 
affairs  arising  oa  the  Contihent  of  Asia. 
With  regard  to  the  point  raised  by  his 
hoo*  Friend  the  Ifembet'  for  Newton, 
without  expressing  any  opinion  on  the 
general  qaestion,  be  should  like  to  say 
with  what  very  great  pleasure  he  and  all 
who  had  had  experience  of  matters  in  the 
East  had  welcomed  the  appointment 
of  Sir  Mortimer  Durand  at  Teheran.  He 
hoped  that  Sir  Mortimer  Durand  would 
stay  at  Teheran  so  long  as  health,  in- 
clination, and  ability  to  serve  enabled 
him  to  do  so ;  but  he  should  be  sorry  if  his 
hon*  Friend's  suggestion  was  carried  out, 
and  if  Sir  Mortimer  Durand  were  com- 
pelled to  lire  all  bis  life  al  Teheran,  or 
at  any  other  place  in  the  East,  which  was 
not  at  all  so  pleasant  as  his  hon.  Friend 
might  imagine*  He  desired  to  allude  to 
three  separate  parts  of  the  Asiatic  Con- 
tinent. The  first  was  4he  region  of  the 
Pamirs,  and  the  disputed  bonier  in  that  part 
of  the  world  between  Russia  and  Great 
Britain.  Negotiations  an  this  question 
had  been  •  going  on  for  a  long  time 
between  the  two  Governments,  and  last 
year  Her  Majesty's  Government  dis- 
couraged any  discossiou  upon  it  in  that 
House  because  negotiations  were  still  pro- 
ceeding. Another  year  had  since  passed, 
and  as  far  as  public  knowledge  was  con- 
cerned we  were  no  nearer  a  settlement 
now.  He  should  not,  therefore,  be  making 
an  unreasonable  or  extravagant  request 
if  he  asked  the  Government  to  give 
them  some  information  on  the  question 
before  the  Session'  closed.  It  might  be 
asked  what  importance  there  was  in 
this  question  of  the  Pamirs,  and  he  was 
ready  to  admit  that  no  particular  [^ysical 
or  intrinsic  importance  attached  to  this 
lofty,  inclement  V  and  sparsely-populated 
region*  But  the  strategic  importance 
of  the  Pamirs  was  overwhelming* 
There  was  also  much  political  importance 
attached  to  the  territory.  As  long  as  the 
frontier  between  Great  Britain  and 
Russia  in  those  territories  was  unde- 
termined so  long  would  a  dangerous  feel- 
ing of  unrest  prevail  among  the  wild 
tribes  inhabiting  them,  and  so  long  would 
there  be  constant  risk  of  collision  between 
the  outposts  of  those  two  great  Powers. 
They  had  had  experience  in  recent  years 
how  easily  and  quickly  such  collisions 
could  take  place,  and  it  waa  .directly  in 
the  interests  of  both  Governments  that 
the  difficulty  should  be  settled  as  soon  as 
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poflsiUe ;  for  whftterer  were  the  rival  in-* 
tereBtft  of  Bnssia  and .  Oveat  Britain  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  it  wonid  be  an 
absnid  grotesque  and  indefensible  thing 
that  those  two  great  Powers  should  oome 
into  armed  collision  over  a  territory  suoh 
as  the  Pamirs.  He  hoped  he  might 
yentnre  to  say  that  the  considerations 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  must 
have  in  view  in  dealing  with  the  subject 
were,  first,  the  preservation  of  the  military 
frontier  of  India,  second,  the  protection  of 
the  interests  of  our  loyal  friend  and  ally 
the  Ameer  of  Afghanistan,  and  third,  a 
dear  and  unmistakable  understanding  with 
Russia  as  to  what  the  actual  boundaries 
were  to  be*  We  had  had  too  many  dis<* 
putes  in  Asia  in  the  past,  arising  from 
the  possession  of  shifting  indeterminate 
and  inchoate  boundaries ;  and  he  hoped 
we  would  not  lose  this  opportunity  of 
providing  ourselves  with  a  boundary  in 
those  remote  regions  which  would  be 
precise,  scientific,  and  well  defined,  and 
which,  by  virtue  of  possessing  these  oon-^ 
ditions,  would  be  a  guarantee  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace  between  two 
great  Powers  who  never  ought 
to  be  at  war  with  each  other. 
He  would  remind  the  House  that,  al- 
though it  was  several  months  since  Sir 
Mortimer  Durand^s  Mission  to  the  Ameer 
of  Afghanistan  was  concluded,  no  in- 
formation had  yet  been  vouchsafed  to  the 
House  on  the  agreement  arrived  at.  He 
did  not  desire  to  press  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  on  the  point  if  his  hon.  Friend 
<:oneeived  it  to  be  in  the  public  interest 
still  to  withhold  the  information,  but  he 
could  not  help  observing  that  the  Asiatic 
policy  of  the  Government  had  all  along 
been  ^Overwhelmed  in  a  somewhat  un- 
usual obscurity*  He  passed  now  to 
regions  still  further  East.  He  must  raise 
again  the  question  of  Siam.  It  might 
be  thought  an  uninteresting  and  ancient 
question  by  many  Members  of  the  House, 
but  those  who  were  aquainted  with  the 
subject  and  realised  its  vital  importance 
would  fully  approve  of  bis  action  in 
calling  attention  from  time  to  time  to  a 
matter  in  which  British  interesta  were 
more  at  stake  than  in  any  question  affect- 
ing any  other  part  of  Asia,  and  on  which 
our  prestige  and  onr  domination  in  Asia 
so  largely  depended.  If  the  information 
he  had  received .  from  that  country  was 
correct,  matters  were  in  a  most  unsatis- 


I  faclory  condition.  The.  King  was  ill  and 
the  Government  of  ther'  country  had  al<» 
most  come  to  a  standstill.  A  very  general 
af^fehension  existed  both  among  foreign 
inhabitants  and  among  the  native  peoples 
that  atill  further  aggressions  were  in- 
tended by  a  great  European  Power.  The 
Government  had  assured  the  House  that 
they  had  the  fullest  intention  of  pro* 
teeting  British  interests  in  Siam,  bu(  he 
had  never  succeeded  in  ascertaining  what 
was  their  conception  of  British  interests 
or  of  the  particular  point  at  which  these 
interests  were  likely  to  be  touched  or  im* 
perilled.  He  should  allude  to  the  occu- 
pation of  Chantaboon,  on  the  southern 
coast  of  Siam,  which  was  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  the  French  last  year,  08ten« 
sibly  as  a  guaranteef  or  the  execution  by  the 
Siamese  Government  of  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  between  the  two  countries. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  Chantaboon 
had  no  connection  with  the  Mekong  or 
with  the  territories  in  dispute ;  it  was  in 
an  entirely  different  part  of  the  country ;  it 
was  the  maritime  outlet  of  the  provinces 
on  which  France  had  not  laid  a  hand,  and 
its  continued  occupation  by  France  was  a 
menace  to  the  integrity  of  Siam.  Over  and 
over  again  the  Government  had  assured 
the  House  that  the  only  condition  that  re- 
quired to  be  realised  before  the  French 
quitted  that  port  was  the  completion  of 
the  trial  of  a  certain  Siamese  officer 
alleged  to  have  been  concerned  in 
the  assassination  of  a  French  Mi- 
litia Inspector  near  the  Mekong  River. 
On  the  17th  February  of  the  present 
year  he  asked  a  question  of  his  hon. 
Friend  opposite  on  the  subject,  and  his 
hon.  Friend,  in  reply,  said  that  assurances 
had  been  received  from  the  French 
Government  that  their  forces  remained  at 
Chantaboon  only  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  that  the  Siamese  Government 
fulfilled  their  engagements  with  regard 
to  this  trial.  He  then  asked  whether 
they  liiight  expect  the  evacuation  of 
Chantaboon  by  the  French  as  soon  as 
this  trial  took  place,  and  the  Under 
Secretary  gave  this  exoeedingly  explicit 
reply— 

''  Yes,  that  is  the  onlj  possible  interpretation 
which  can  be  placed  on  the  aisiirances  of  the 
French  QoTemment." 

That  trial  was  now  over.  By  a  legal 
process,  into  the  details  of  which  he 
would  not  enter,  but  which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  travesty  of  justice,  thi^  unfq^tunate 
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individiial  having  been  fint  aoqaitted  ol 
the  charge  bj  a  Siamese  Court,  was  oon- 
demned  by  a  French  Tribunal  and  sen- 
tenced to  20  years  of  hard  labonn  That 
(rial  being  over,  the  Government  were 
naturally  asked  whether  the  French  had 
intimated  any  intention  of  carrying  out 
thev  promise  to  evacuate  Ghantaboon, 
and  the  House  received  in  reply  the 
surprising  intelligence  that  no  such  com* 
munication  had  been  received  by  the 
Government,  and  that  no  steps  had  been 
taken  to  remind  the  French  Government 
of  their  undertaking.  It  might  perhaps 
be  said  that  there  were  further  conditions 
to  be  fulfilled  before  evacuation  took 
place.  If  that  was  so,  why  had 
the  Government  hitherto  deliberately 
ignored  them  ?  Why  had  they  not  found 
out  those  conditions  earlier  in  the  day  ? 
He  hoped  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
would  be  able  to  assure  the  Committee 
that  communications  would  pass  between 
Her  Majesty^s  Government  and  the 
French  Grovernment,  and  that  the  matter 
would  not  be  lost  sight  of.  He  could 
not  help  alluding  to  the  attitude  of  Her 
Majesty *s  Government  with  regard  to  the 
production  of  Papers.  No  doubt  their 
action  had  been  characterised  by  great 
agility,  but  it  could  not  be  said  to  have 
been  marked  by  great  confidence  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  They  had  been 
discussing  this  matter  on  and  off  for  a 
year  and  a^half,  and  during  M  that 
period,  although  repeated  promises  had 
been  made,  with  the  exception  of  one 
Protocol,  no  Papers  relating  to  the  main 
subject  had  been  yet  published.  A  short 
time  ago,  when  pressed  to  give  the  reason 
for  this  delay,  they  were  told  that  fresh 
Papers  could  not  then  be  presented  be- 
cause the  French  Government  had  just 
been  changed,  and  that  time  must  be 
allowed  the  new  officials.  He  thought 
the  Government  in  France  was  suffi- 
ciently old  now  to  admit  of  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  overcoming 
his  scruples  and  presenting  the  Papers 
asked  for.  On  the  17th  of  July  the  boo. 
Baronet  had  said  that  in  a  fortnight  the 
Papers  would  be  published.  That  fort- 
night had  passed,  and  they  had  not  yet 
had  the  Papers,  and  from  former  ex- 
perience in  such  matters  bis  fear  was 
that  owing  to  these  tactics  they  would 
not  get  the  Papers  in  time  to  have  a  dis- 
eussion  on  the  question  this  year,:  and 

Mr.  Cnrzan 


that  it  would  again  be  a  case  of  the  Go* 
vemment  allowing  matters  to  *^  draggle 
on"  from  month  to-  month,  and  from 
Session  to  Session  until  the  House, 
weary  of  waiting,  from  sheer  disgust 
allowed  the  matter  to  slip  altogether. 
Another  question  he^  wished  to  refer  to 
was  the  buffer  State  it  was  proposed  to 
construct  in  the  extreme  North-East  of 
Siam.  They  had  been  told  more  than 
once  by  the  Govemmmit  that  owing  to 
climatic  reasons  the  despatch  of  the  Com- 
mission had  been  postpmied  to  the  autumn 
of  this  year  ;  but  France  had,  he  knew, 
not  only  alroady  appointed  her  Commis- 
sioners, but  had  sent  them  out,  and  he 
believed  that  one  of  them — ^namely,  the 
French  Consul  from  Bangkok— was 
by  this  time  actually  on  the 
spot.  When  was  it  proposed  that 
our  Commissioners  should  start  ?  Who 
were  they,  and  what  instructions 
were  they  to  reoeive  ?  Information  on 
these  points  had  been  promised  again  and 
again,  but  so  far  none  had  been  received. 
He  did  not  attach  much  importance  to 
the  creation  of  another  buffer  State ;  but 
whether  he  was  right  or  wrong  in 
that,  one  thing  was  certain,  it  must  be  a 
trans-Mekong  buffer  State  alone.  The 
main  interest  that  England  had  in  the 
whole  question  was  the  imperative 
necessity  that  existed  for  preserving  the 
integrity  of  Siam  itself,  for  it  was  un- 
doiiibtedly  to  the  direct  interest  of  this 
country  that  Siam  should  be  kept  an  in- 
dependent political  nnit  in  the  Asiatic 
system,. free  from  the  encroachment  and 
aggresion  of  any  Foreign  Power,  who- 
ever it  might  be.  By  all  means  let  Her 
Majesty's  Government  give  a  joint 
guarantee  of  the  integrity  of  Siam  with 
France  if  France  was  willing.  If  France 
was  willing  to  assist  England  in  main- 
taining the  independence  of  Siam,  all  the 
better,  but  if  there  was  any  refusal  on 
the  part  of  our  neighbours  across  the 
Channel  to  do  this,  then  he  submitted 
that  the  Government  should  not  hesitate 
for  a  moment  to  take  upon  itself  the 
responsibility.  He  should  not,  perhaps, 
speak  on  this  matter  with  so  much  feel- 
ing were  it  not  that  he  had  a  great  many 
<!orrespondettt8  in  that  part  of  the  world 
who  were  continually  writing  to  him  giving 
him  information  which,  periiaps,  wm  not 
similarly  communicated  officially  to  Her 
Majesty's  6x>vemment.     From  the  in- 
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formation  he  had  received  it  seemed  that  1 
a   state  of    genuine    apprehension    did  | 
exist  in  Bangkok,  and  that  at  a  time  of 
general  commotion,  such,  for  instance,  as 
the  death  of  the  Sovereign,  there  was  cause 
for  fear  that  a  further  movement  would 
be  made  by  the  advanced  Colonial  Party 
in  France,  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  riveting  still  more  firmly  the  chains  of 
servitude  on   the    unhappy    country    of 
Siam.     Such  a  course  would  be  in  open 
violation  of  the  pledges  and  assurances 
of  the  French    Grovernment,   and   most 
serious    injury    would    be   involved    to 
British  interests.     He  ventured  to  say 
that    the   present   Government    or   any 
other     Government    that    was    a    con- 
senting    party     to     such     a    condition  I 
of      things      would      be      guilty       of 
the  gravest   dereliction  of  public  duty. 
He   was   aware   that  anyone  who    ex- 
pressed with  any  honesty  or  freedom  the 
sentiments   to  which  he  had  now  given 
utterance  was  liable  to  find  himself  very 
much    attacked   and   vituperated  in  the 
French     newspapers.     That    was     the 
penalty  that   had  to  be  paid  by  every- 
body who  ventured  to  set  his  knowledge 
or  influence — however  small  they  might 
be — in  opposition  to  the  ambition  of  the 
extreme  Colonial  Party  in  France.     He 
did  not  complain  of  that.     The  members 
of  that   able  and   accomplished    nation 
across  the  water  were  entitled,  of  course, 
to  look  after  their  own  particular  interests 
in    the    first   place  in   the  manner  best 
suited  to  themselves,  and  were  entitled  to 
call  British  politicians  what  names  and  to 
heap  upon  them  what  abuse  they  pleased 
— though  he  could  not  help  being  some- 
what amused  at  the  sensitiveness  to  the 
slightest   criticism  of  these    gentlemen 
who  placed   no  measure   on   their   own 
invective  when  addressing  British  states- 
men.    He  only  claimed  that   the  same 
attention  should  be  given  to  British  in- 
terests in  tho  East  as  he  was  sure  was 
being  given  by  the  French  and  German 
Governments  on  behalf  of  the  interests 
that   their    own    subjects    had  in    that 
quarter  of  the  globe.     He  believed  there 
was  no  Englishman  who  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  our  interests  in  the  East, 
in  Rangoon,   Singapore,   Penang,  Bang- 
kok, or  in  any  part,  from  Colombo    to 
Hong  Kong,  who  would  not  repeat  the 
views  which    he    had    uttered    in    the 
House,  and  who   had  not   looked  with 
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distress  and  regret  upon  the  apparent  in- 
diifercnce  to  what  was  taking  place  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.     The  doors 
of  that    House    were    presently   to    be 
closed  for  six  months,  and  for  six  months 
Members   of  the  Opposition  would  beat 
at   them    in    vain.     They    would    hear 
nothing,   and  get  no   information    Irom 
Her   Majesty's    Government ;     and    be 
implored     the     hon.     fiaronet    to    give 
the     Committee     some    assurance    that 
in      the     interval       British      interests 
would     not     be      allowed     to  .    suffer, 
but  would  be  carefully   safeguarded  by 
the   Government   of   which   he   was    a 
Member,     There   was   only    one    other 
subject  he  wished  to  mention  which  had 
reference    to   events   taking  place    still 
further  to  the  East — namely,  the  conflict 
between   China    and    Japan    in  Korea. 
Before,  however,  alluding  to  the  contro- 
versy   now     proceeding    between  those 
countries,   he   would  ask  whether  some 
information  could  be  given  with  regard 
to   Treaty   revision  with   Japan.      Our 
commercial  and  other  relations  with  that 
country  were  governed  by  Treaties  that 
were  concluded  more  than  40  years  ago, 
and   were   now   obsolete,    owing  to  the 
astonishing   advances    that  Japan    had 
made  in  civilisation  and  reform.     It  was 
an  open  secret  that  negotiations  between 
the   two   countries     had    recently   been 
resumed,  and  if  the  hon.  Baronet  could 
inform  the  Committee   that   they   were 
proceeding  towards  a  satisfactory   con- 
clusion,  it   would  be  a  matter  of  great 
gratification   to    all    interested    in    the 
maintenance  of  friendly  relations  between 
Japan  and  this  country.     He  took  a  per- 
sonal interest  in  Korea,  because  it  was 
scarcely  a  year  and  a-half  since  he  speut 
some  time  in  the  Peninsular,  and  saw 
there  at  work  the  germs  that  had  produced 
the  present  unfortunate  crisis.     The  Go- 
vernment stated  that  war  had  not  brpken 
out,  and  possibly  they  ought  to  describe 
what  had  taken  place  as  ^Mnilitary  opera- 
tions," though,  after  a  naval  engagement 
in   which    1,700  men  were  sent  to  the 
bottom  of  the  sea,  the  distinction  between 
"  war  "  and   "  military  operations  "   did 
not  appear  to  be  very  obvious  to  the  lay 
miud.  The  subject  in  controversy  was  a 
trifling   one.     Japan    pretended    to    be 
interested    in    the  question   of    reform. 
She   was   really   anxious    to  show   the 
I  superiority  of  her  reorganised  forces  over 
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those  of  her  old  rival,  and  also  to  seek  au 
escape  from  Party  wraDgles  and  the  eou- 
stitntional  deadlock  at  home  by  a  policy 
abroad  that  would  arouse  patriotism 
among  the  people.  China,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  to  regard  her  indisputable  and 
inalienable  suzerain  rights.  She  felt  that 
in  this  case  she  was  the  aggrieved  party, 
and  conld  not  submit  to  the  provocation 
she  had  received.  However,  they  were 
not  concerned  to  talk  about  the  respective 
views  or  policies  of  China  or  Japan.  He 
would  only  speak  of  the  light  in  which 
the  controversy  should  present  itself  to 
Her  Majesty^s  Government.  He  had 
been  glad  to  read  in  the  papers 
that  efforts  had  been  made  by  Lord  Kim- 
berley  to  bring  about  a  peaceable  solu- 
tion, and  so  long  as  war  was  not  actually 
declared,  they  might  hope  that  peace 
was  not  absolutely  out  of  the  question. 
He  hoped  that  these  efforts  might  still 
be  continued,  and  might  ultimately  meet 
with  success.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  an  Asiatic  war  was  very  different  from 
and  more  serious  than  a  European  war. 
It  was  certain  to  be  long  in  duration  and 
bloody  in  nature,  and  sooner  or  later 
European  Powers  would  be  drawn  into 
the  vortex.  There  were  great  Powers 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Korea  who  had 
an  interest  in  the  question,  and  they 
might  be  certain  that  this  quarrel  could 
not  long  continue  without  the  appear- 
ance of  other  and  much  greater  antago- 
nists on  the  scene.  If  warlike  operations 
were  proceeded  with,  he  hoped  that  the 
Government  would  take  steps  to  protect 
the  Treaty  ports  of  China  with  the  vast 
British  commerce  that  daily  entered 
them,  and  the  persons  and  property  of 
British  subjects  in  Korea.  An  Oriental 
people  in  time  of  war  had  no  great  re- 
gard for  life  and  property,  and  the  first 
victims  were  usually  foreigners.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  take  steps 
to  provide  for  the  safety  of  our  country- 
men who  happened  to  be  in  Korea  ;  and 
should  the  Government  feel  compelled  in 
the  interests  of  peace  to  take  in  combina- 
tion with  other  Powers  even  stronger 
steps  than  mere  moral  suasion,  he  be- 
lieved they  would  be  backed  up  by  public 
opinion.  He  begged  to  move  the  reduc- 
tion which  stood  in  his  name. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
•»  That  the  Item  (Clasa  2,  Vote  6),  of  £7,000, 

for  the  Foreign  Office,  be  reduced  by  £600."  — 

(J/?*.  Curzon^ 

Mr,  Curzon 


•Sir  E.  GREY  said,  he  would  endea- 
vour  to  answer  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  as  fully  as  it  was  in 
his  power.  With  regard  to  the  general 
principle  of  promotion  in  the  Consular 
and  Diplomatic  Service,  he  fully  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  desirable,  when  good 
posts  fell  vacant,  the  rule  should  be 
adhered  to  of  promotion  in  the  Service. 
As  far  as  the  present  Government  were 
concerned,  he  believed  that  rule  had 
been  generally  observed,  except  in 
the  special  case  of  Sir  Mortimer  Durand. 
There  had  been  no  attempt  in  the  course 
of  the  Debate  to  recognise  that  appoint- 
ment as  other  than  very  suitable.  Sir 
Mortimer  Durand  was  appointed  specially 
on  the  ground  of  his  experience,  success, 
and  the  abilities  he  had  shown  for  this 
particular  post.  This  gentleman  being 
in  that  post,  and  having  been  placed 
there  for  special  reasons,  the  Government 
was  not  going  to  give  any  pledge  as 
to  changing  that  appointment,  leaving 
the  Government  free  to  make  use  of  Sir 
Mortimer's  abilities  as  seemed  best  to 
them.  As  regarded  the  general  principle, 
he  agreed  that  promotion  in  the 
Service  should  be  the  rule.  As  to 
the  question  of  the  Pamirs,  be 
admitted  that  it  was  most  desirable, 
in  this  part  of  Asia,  as  in  many  parts  of 
Africa,  that  the  different  Powers  in- 
terested should,  as  quickly  as  they  could, 
arrange  boundaries  which  were  definite, 
precise,  and  scientific,  so  as  to  put  an  end 
to  the  unrest  which  continually  existed 
in  those  parts  of  the  world  where  a  clear 
agreement  had  not  been  come  to.  Un- 
doubtedly, there  had  been  some  delay  in 
the  progress  of  these  negotiations,  but 
invariably  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  been  able  to  use  both  in  that  House 
and  elsewhere  favourable  language  as 
regarded  that  progress,  for  the  reason 
that  there  had  always  been  a  sincere 
desire  on  the  part  of  both  Governmetats 
concerned  to  found  an  ultimate  and  satis- 
factory agreement  upon  them.  He  was 
now  in  even  a  stronger  position  to  use 
that  favourable  language,  becanse,  in  the 
course  of  the  last  few  weeks,  they  had 
come  to  a  more  favourable  position  than 
they  were  before  to  assure  the  House 
that  the  negotiations  were  progressing 
satisfactorily,  and  that  they  were  within 
measured  sight  of  the  end  of  them. 
Certain  details  remained  to  be  settled,  but 
having  arrived  at  the  present  stage,  it 
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was  not  likely  that  anything  would  inter- 
fere with  the  success  of  the  negotiations. 
At  the  same  time,  he  was  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  publish  the  Papers,  but  they 
were  in  a  position  to  say  that  this 
country  need  have  no  anxiety  as  to  the 
nltimate  outcome  between  Russia  and 
ourselves.  As  regarded  Siam,  he  took 
the  definition  of  British  interests  to  be 
to  maiutain  the  independence  of 
Siam,  and  to  secure  to  this  coun- 
try a  Treaty  with  Siam,  giving  us  the 
Most  Favoured  Nation  Clause  in  commer- 
cial or  other  respects.  The  question,  of 
course,  was,  as  to  how  far  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  likely  to  be  called  upon 
to  protect  those  interests  ;  and  the  point 
which  had  been  especially  taken  was 
whether  the  French  occupation  of  Chan- 
tabun  was  to  be  indefinitely  prolonged 
Some  words  of  his  own  had  been  quoted. 
He  had  spoken  those  words,  of  course, 
according  to  what  he  understood  to  be 
the  circumstances  of  the  incident  in 
question.  He  had  understood  that  the 
incident  was  at  an  end.  How  far  it 
could  be  revived  he  was  not  in  a  position 
to  say,  but  the  words  he  had  spoken 
expressed  the  view  he  entertained  at  the 
time  bespoke.  The  French  had  received 
a  report  that  an  armed  Siamese  force 
was  in  the  prescribed  zone. 

Mk.   CUBZON   said,  that    that  was 
denied. 

Sir  £.  GREY  said,  his  impression 
was  that  the  French  Government  had 
not  withdrawn  the  original  statement. 
But  the  ultimate  question  of  Chantabun 
could  not  be  settled  by  incidents  of  this 
kind  which  occurred  from  time  to  time. 
The  poiut  was  as  to  whether  the  occupa- 
tion of  Chantabun  was  to  be  indefinitely 
prolonged.  They  undoubtedly  relied  on 
the  French  assurances,  made  from  time 
to  time,  that  they  desired  the  iudepcnd- 
en'^e  of  Siam,  and  that  they  had  no 
intention  of  prolonging  the  occupation  of 
Chantabun  indefinitely.  He  should  push 
forward  the  production  of  Papers.  The 
hon.  Member  opposite  said  he  had 
promised  that  Papers  should  be  produced 
in  a  fortnight,  and  that  the  fortnight 
expired  tomorrow.  If  the  Papers  were 
not  presented  within  the  fortnight  he 
could  only  say  that  he  had  used 
language  which  was  too  sanguine.  But  if 
he  had  used  that  language  hon.  Members 
might   be  assured   that  he    would  press 


1354 

forward  their  production  to  the  utmost 
of  his  ability.    There  was  no  reason  why 
they  should  be  delayed  beyond  the  mere 
mechanical  process  of  getting  them  ready 
for   presentation.      With   regard  to  the 
staff  of  Commissioners,  they  were  in  con- 
sultation with  the  India  Office,  and  he 
imagined  that  the  time  for  them  to  start 
was    October.      The    French    Commis- 
sioners had  been  appointed,  but  he  under- 
stood   that   the   journey  of  the   French 
Commissioners   referred   to   was   not   in 
connection  with  the  buffer  State,  but  in 
connection   with  a  visit   to   the  newly- 
acquired   French   territory.      As  to  the 
question  of  Corea,  it  was  not  for  him  to 
give  any  name  or  definition  of  what  had 
occurred    between    the    Japanese     and 
Chinese  vessels.     All  he  could  say  was 
that  war  had  uotyet  been  ofHcially  declared 
between   the    two    countries.      Having 
made  that  statement,  he  must  leave  hon. 
Members  to  define  as  they  pleased  what 
had  already  taken  place.     But,  as  long 
as  war  was  not  actually  declared,  at  any 
rate  there  was  a  hope  or  possibility  that 
the  two   Powers   might  come  to  terms 
without   further    enlarging    the    breach 
which  had  occurred  between  them.     The 
view  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  taken  with  regard  to  the  whole  ques- 
tion had  been,  in  the  first  place,  that  it 
was  desirable  to  maintain  peace  between 
Japan  and  China  on  the  ground  of  the 
very  general  interests  of  British  trade. 
Of  course,  it  was  very  undesirable  that 
loss  should  be  inflicted  on  British  trade 
in  that  part  of  the  world.     But,  after  all, 
the  main  interest  was  that  of  peace  in 
any  part  of  the  world — those  large  moral 
grounds  which  ought  to  actuate  any  Go- 
vernment.    From  the  first  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  offered  friendly  advice 
impartially  at  Pekin  and   Tokio  in  the 
interests    of    peace ;   and    finding  other 
Powers  had  done,  or  were  inclined  to  do, 
the  same  thing.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  asked  those  Powers,  including 
Russia,  if  they  would    act   in    concert. 
Favourable  replies  were  received  from  all 
the  Powers  ;  and  they  agreed  to  give  in 
concert  friendly  advice  and  to  exercise 
what  moral  suasion  they  might  in  keep- 
ing the  peace.     As  long  as  war  was  not 
actually  declared,  there  was  some  hope 
of  success.  As  to  the  question  of  Treaty 
revision  with  Japan,  within  the  last  fort- 
night a  Treaty  had  been  signed  between 
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Her  Majestj^s  Goveniment  and  Japan. 
He  could  say  nothing  further  at  present, 
because  it  would  be  impossible  to  make 
any  statement  about  the  Treaty  which 
would  not  give  a  partial  or  unfair  view 
of  it  until  the  full  text  had  been  laid 
before  the  House.  It  was  a  matter  of 
great  interest  and  importance,  and  as 
far  as  Her  Majesty's  Government  were 
concerned,  there  would  be  no  delay  in 
presenting  the  Treaty  to  the  House ; 
but  it  was,  of  course,  necessary  to  act 
in  concert  with  the  Government  with 
whom  the  Treaty  was  signed. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield,  Ecclesall)  said,  the  House  and 
the  country  would  hear  with  pleasure  thai 
the  Government  had  tendered  advice  and 
counsel  to  the  Governments  of  Japan 
and  China  in  the  interests  of  peace,  for  a 
serious  and  protracted  struggle  between 
these  countries  would  undoubtedly  be  of 
the  gravest  injury  to  British  commerce, 
and  might  ultimately  tend  to  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Great  Powers  in  the 
Corean  Peninsula,  which  we  had  the 
Utmost  interest  in  avoiding.  As  to  the 
Pamirs,  he  asked  whether  the  House  was 
to  understand  that  the  boundary  question 
was  actually  on  the  point  of  being 
settled,  or  that  only  negotiations  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Boundary  Commission 
were  on  the  point  of  being  settled  ? 

Sir  E.  grey  :  When  the  question  is 
ripe  for  the  appointment  of  a  Boundary 
Commission  it  may  be  regarded  as 
practically  settled. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
said,  as  the  question  had  been  going  pn 
for  two  years,  he  did  not  think  they 
could  congratulate  the  Government  on 
its  progress.  The  Siamese  Question 
afforded  one  of  the  most  striking  instances 
of  the  mistake  which  the  Government  of 
this  country  made  in  yielding  to  the  de- 
mands of  a  Power,  great  or  smalt,  whoso 
interests  in  a  particular  case  were  opposed 
to  ours.  This  question  began  to  assume 
a  form  of  gravity  12  months  ago.  The 
demands  of  France  were  at  first  compara- 
tively moderate.  But  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  backed  down  before 
them,  encouraging  fresh  demands,  each 
of  which  was  followed  by  a  fresh  sur- 
render. Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
allowed  each  of  the  protnises  of  the 
French   Government  to   be  deliberately 
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broken  ;  and,  owing  to  the  fact  that  at 
the  critical  moment  the  British  squadron 
was  withdrawn  instead  of  being  increased, 
and  to  the  fact  that  the  Government  in 
both  Houses  made  a  statement  practically 
giving  carte  blanche  to  France,  Siam  fell 
a  spoil.  The  hon.  Member  opposite  had 
spoken  of  maintaining  the  integrity  of 
the  independence  of  Siam,  but  he  forgot 
that  one-third  of  the  territory  had  been 
taken  from  her  and  joined  to  the  French 
possessions,  and  he  forgot  the  occupation 
of  Chantabun.  Six -sevenths  of  the  com- 
merce of  Siam  was  in  British  hands  ;  the 
country  adjoined  our  Indian  Empire ; 
therefore,  its  independence  of  integrity 
was  of  vital  importance  to  our  credit  and 
prestige  in  the  East ;  and  yet  all  those 
encroachments  on  the  part  of  France  were 
done  without  any  protest  on  the  part  of 
the  Government.  If  the  Government 
hoped  to  preserve  what  remained  of  the 
independence  of  Siam,  they  mnst  show  a 
much  bolder  front  to  the  French  demands. 
There  was  one  motto  in  regard  to  the 
French  which  he  would  recommend  the 
Government  to  remember,  and  that  was 
that  they  were  the  worst  people  in  the 
world  to  run  away  from. 

Sir  R.  temple  assured  the  Com- 
mittee that  if  Russia  were  allowed  to 
occupy  the  Pamirs  unrestrained  the  whole 
of  the  north-west  of  India  would  be  dis- 
turbed. Afghanistan  would  be  threatened, 
Cashmir  would  be  disturbed,  and  the 
Punjab  would  be  in  a  state  of  anxiety. 
That  being  so,  he  had  heard  the  statement 
of  the  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  that  before  long  there  would  be  a 
settlement  of  the  difficulty  by  the  de- 
marcation of  the  boundaries  with  great 
satisfaction.  He  could  assure  the  Go- 
vernment that  few  subjects  more  vitally 
concerned  British  India  than  this  ques- 
tion. The  fact  that  the  region  of  the 
Pamirs  was  so  lofty  and  so  barren  in 
many  respects  showed  that  there  must 
I  be  some  strategic  reasons  why  Russia 
I  wished  to  have  control  there.  But  the 
I  territory  in  question  was  not  quite  so 
impervious  as  might  be  supposed,  because 
it  was  easily  traversable  during  some  two 
or  three  months  in  the  year.  As  regarded 
Siam,  he  believed  that  if  the  present 
state  of  things  was  to  go  on  for  any 
lengthened  period  public  opinion  there 
with  regard  to  this  country  would  be 
roost  injuriously  affected,  and  the  moral 
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mischief  it  caused  might  spread  amongst 
our  subjects  in  the  eastern  part  of  Bengal. 
As  he  had  been  Governor  of  Bengal,  the 
House  might  test  his  words  on  that  point. 
Of  course,  he  had  heard  with  satisfaction 
the  statement  that  the  Government  did 
not  regard  the  interests  of  this  country 
in  Siam  as  being  limited  to  a  purely 
commercial  interest,  and  that  they  were 
of  opinion  that  it  extended  to  the  pre- 
servation of  the  independence  and  in- 
tegrity of  that  country.  He  was  afraid 
the  integrity  of  Siam  was  shattered  and 
was  past  praying  for ;  but  the  indepen- 
dence of  Siam,  or  all  that  remained  of  it, 
could  be  and  ought  to  be  secured,  and, 
therefore,  he  was  glad  to  hear  such  ex- 
plicit assurances  from  the  Government 
on  the  subject.  But  those  words  must 
sooner  or  later  be  translated  into 
action.  Of  the  many  true  things  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  had 
said,  he  had  never  said  a  truer  than  that 
sooner  or  later  the  occupation  of  Chanta- 
bun  by  the  French  must  come  up  ;  and 
when  the  question  did  come  up,  we  must 
be  prepared  to  take  a  firm  stand  and 
declare  that  so  long  as  British  power 
remained,  France  could  not  be  allowed  to 
remain  in  occupation  of  Chantabun. 
France  had  put  off  the  evacuation  of 
Chantabun  first  on  one  excuse  and  then 
on  another.  She  showed  no  disposition 
whatever  to  leave,  and  if  anything 
untoward  were  to  occur  in  Siam — if 
there  was  a  revolution  in  the  country 
or  if  there  were  disturbances  owing 
to  domestic  causes — France,  if  allowed 
to  continue  in  the  occupation  of  Chanta- 
bun, would  be  able  to  make  a  further 
move,  and  then  what  would  become  of 
the  independence  and  integrity  of  Siam  ? 
We  must  take  time  by  the  forelock  and 
insist  upon  a  settlement  of  this  question 
by  an  International  Agreement  between 
the  two  Great  Powers  before  it  was  too 
late  ;  and  he  ventured  to  say  that  if  we 
were  not  fit  or  able  to  take  up  a  strong 
line  against  France  in  this  matter,  we 
were  unfit  to  maintain  our  Imperial  pos- 
sessions in  Asia. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  (Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
ford)  rose  to  call  attention  to  the  corre- 
spondence that  had  recently  been  pub- 


lished between  the  Colonial  Department 
and  the  Board  of  Agriculture  with 
reference  to  the  restrictions  upon  the 
importation  of  Canadian  cattle  into  this 
country.  That  correspondence  was,  he 
thought,  of  the  most  extraordinary 
character,  and  it  would  indeed  be  hard  to 
find  any  parallel  for  it  in  any  corre- 
spondence thai  had  ever  passed  between 
two  Government  Departments  in  this 
country.  In  order  to  understand  that 
correspondence,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
make  the  position  clear  to  the  Committee. 
The  Committee  would  remember  that  in 
1892  it  was  found  necessary  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  to  impose  restric- 
tions on  the  importation  of  Canadian 
cattle  into  this  country  by  requiring  their 
slaughter  at  the  port  of  debarkation. 
Previous  to  that  time  Canadian  cattle 
were  permitted  to  land  and  pass  freely 
into  the  interior  of  the  country  without 
any  restriction  whatever.  But  in  1892, 
pleuro-pneumonia  —  a  most  disastrous 
contagious  disease — was  detected  in  some 
of  the  Canadian  cattle  landed  in  this 
country,  and,  consequently,  in  order  to 
comply  with  the  law  with  regard  to 
contagious  diseases  in  animals,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  require  the  slaughter 
of  the  cattle  at  the  port  of  debarkation. 
Since  then  great  pressure  had  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture to  get  them  to  relax  those  re- 
strictions upon  the  importation  of 
Canadian  cattle.  The  pressure  came 
from  three  sources,  and  three  sources 
alone.  In  the  first  place,  the  Canadian 
Government  put  upon  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture all  the  pressure  in  their  power, 
the  Canadian  Government  representing 
persons  who  were  interested  in  cattle 
ranches  and  in  the  cattle  trade  at  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The  second 
quarter  from  which  pressure  was  brought 
to  bear  was  the«  Colonial  Department  in 
this  country  ;  and,  thirdly,  pressure  came 
also  from  feeders  of  stock  as  opposed  to 
breeders  of  stock  in  two  or  three  counties 
in  Scotland,  and  to  a  still  more  limited 
extent  from  feeders  of  stock  in  one  or 
two  of  the  Eastern  counties  of  England. 
With  those  few  exceptions,  he  was  quite 
sure  he  was  right  in  saying  that  nine  out 
of  every  10  of  the  agricultural  community 
of  the  United  Kingdom  heartily  ap- 
proved of  the  maintenance  of  the  re- 
strictions which   had    been    imposed  by 
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the  Board  of  Agriculture.  He  might 
also  say,  having  some  cousiderable  ex- 
perience in  the  matter,  that  he  was  most 
strongly  of  opinion  that  the  maintenance 
of  the  restrictions  for  some  considerable 
time  was  a  matter  of  the  gravest 
possible  importance  to  the  agricultural 
interests  of  this  country,  and  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  remove  them 
without  the  greatest  risk  of  bringing 
back  the  disease  into  this  country, 
and  without  throwing  away  the 
money  which  had  been  spent  that  during 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  and  success- 
fully spent  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
of  successive  Governments,  in  saving  the 
flocks  and  herds  of  the  country  from  the 
ravages  of  pleuro-pneumonia.  He  must 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  par- 
ticularly to  the  action  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  in  the  matter.  Lord  Ripon 
had,  as  far  back  as  December,  1892, 
asked  for  the  removal  of  the  restrictions. 
That  was  absolutely  impossible,  for  the 
disease  lay  dormant  for  many  months, 
and  the  request  was  very  properly  re- 
fused by  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  But, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  year  after  year 
since  then,  it  had  been  proved  that 
animals  landed  in  this  country  from 
Canada  wore  suiferiug  from  the  disease, 
during  the  present  year  the  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  had  again  brought  pressure 
to  bear  on  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to 
obtain  the  removal  of  the  restrictions,  and 
pressure,  too,  which  he  was  sure  the 
Committee  would  agree  with  him  in  de- 
scribing as  without  precedent  altogether. 
Writing  on  the  26th  of  April  of  this 
year  to  tbe  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  Lord  Ripon  said  he  had  great 
difficulty  in  accepting  the  view  that  the 
animals  were  suffering  from  contagious 
pleuro-pneumouia,  and  believed  that  it 
was  a  mild  type  of  disease  duo  to  the 
hard.ship  and  exposure  of  the  journey  to 
this  country.  He  (Mr.  Chaplin)  should 
say  that  he  thought  it  the  greatest  pre- 
sumption on  the  part  of  the  liead  of  the 
Colonial  Office  to  tell  the  experts  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture — who  were  cele- 
brated throughout  the  world  for  their 
great  success  in  their  profession  —  that 
they  did  uot  know  their  business  ;  that 
they  must  be  led  in  this  matter  by  the 
Colonial  Office,  and  that,  despite  the 
overwhelming  evidence  those  experts 
had    produced   that    the    animals    were 

Mr,  Chaplin 


suffering  from  contagious  pleuro-pneu- 
monia, they  did  not  know  whether 
or  not  the  animals  were  affected  by 
the  disease.  Lord  Ripon  went  on,  in 
the  same  communication,  to  censure  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  for  not  having 
taken  his  advice  and  instructions  on  a 
subject  about  which  he  knew  absolutely 
nothing,  for  he  expressed  his  regret — 
and  "  regret "  was  always  the  first  word 
in  a  Vote  of  Censure  moved  in  the  House 
of  Commons — that  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture had  not  felt  themselves  able  to  ac- 
cept the  recommendation  of  the  Colonial 
Office  that  the  restrictions  should  be 
moved  on  the  re-apening  of  the  trade  in 
Canadian  cattle  for  the  approaching 
season.  A  Special  Committee  had  been 
appointed  by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  in- 
vestigate the  whole  question,  aided  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bury  and  other  learned  gentlemen. 
That  Committee,  he  was  informed,  had 
made  a  most  exhaustive  examination  of 
the  subject,  and  had  concluded  their 
labours,  and  he  was  unable  to  understand 
the  cause  of  the  delay  in  laying  their  Re- 
port on  the  Table  of  the  House*  He  was, 
however,  informed  by  some  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  that  Special  Committee  that  they 
had  conclusively  arrived  at  the  opinion 
that  the  afiimals  landed  from  Canada 
during  the  present  year  were  unquestion- 
ably suffering  from  cqntagious  pleuro- 
pneumonia, and  it  oame  to  this  :  that  if  the 
Colonial  Office  had  been  successful  in  ob- 
taining the  removal  of  the  restrictions  the 
gravest  risk  of  injury  would  have  been 
inflicted  on  our  agricultural  community, 
and  on  L-eland  more  than  on  any  other 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  because 
Ireland,  as  everyone  knew,  was  a  great 
stock-breeding  country.  He  had  been 
anxious  to  draw  public  attention  as  em- 
phatically as  he  could  to  the  action  of 
the  Colonial  Office  in  this  matter,  because 
it  was  an  action  which,  if  it  had  been 
successful,  would  have  inflicted  the 
ifreatest  conceivable  injury  on  that  in- 
dustry which  it  was  his  duty  to  represent 
in  the  House,  and  in  which  he  had  the 
greatest  possible  interest  personally.  He 
(lid  not  wish  to  prolong  the  Debate,  but 
lie  hoped  that  the  Government  would 
take  this  matter  into  consideration  and 
would  prevent  in  the  future  this  most  un- 
warrantable  pressure   being   brought  to 
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bear  hj  oue 
DepartniCDt. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow  ; 
Commitee  lo  sit  again  upon  Wednesday. 

CROFTERS'  HOLDINGS  (SCOTLAND) 

BILL.— (No.  294.) 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Db.  MACGREGOR  (Invemess-shire) 
widy  he  should  like  to  know  how  long 
the  Government  intended  to  go  on  play- 
iog  battledore  and  shuttlecock  with  this 
matter? 

Mr.    speaker    informed  the  hon. 
Member  that  as  the  clock  was  striking 
12  no  discussion  could  take  place  on  the 
-  Order. 

Db.  MACGREGOR   said,   he    must 
protest  against  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 
*      Second  Reading  deferred  till  Wednes- 
day. 

MERCHANT       SHIPPIN&      (re-eommUted) 
BILL.— (No.  32L) 

C03i3nTT£E.     [Progress^  2Sth  July,'] 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Cliuse  1. 

Mr  PENROSE  FITZGERALD 
(Cambridge)  :  I  move  to  report  Progress. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
or  TRADE  (Mr.  Bryoe,  Aberdeen,  S.) 
said,  this  was  a  Bill  as  to  which  there 


Sir  E.  CLARKE  (Plymouth)  8aiil, 
,  this  Bill  was  carefully  exntniiicd  by  the 
I  Committee,  but  some  ({uestion  arose  as  to 
'  its  provision»i,  and  the  parties  were  iu- 
I  vited  to  appear  before  the  Committee, 
when  they  seemed  to  be  in  agreement. 

Mr.  PENROSE  FITZGERALD  : 
The  Bill  we  are  now  discussing  was 
placed  in  our  hands  this  morning.  I 
move  to  report  Progress. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  do  not  think  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  or  the  House  would 
be  in  any  better  position  for  examining 
the  Bill,  which,  as  I  have  said,  is  a  con- 
solidating Bill. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT: 
Has  this  Bill  been  sent  to  the  Chamber 
of  Shipping,  and  has  it  been  reported 
upon  by  them  ?  I  myself  only  received 
it  this  morning. 

Mr.  PENROSE-FITZGERALD  :  I 

move.  Sir 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  said,  he  hoped  this  Motion  would 
not  bo  persisted  in.  He  did  not  think 
there  was  a  shipowner  or  merchant  sea- 
man in  England  who  was  not  anxious 
that  this  Bill  should  pass.  It  was  a  Bill 
consolidating  40  or  50  Acts  extending 
over  the  last  20  years,  and  ho  hoped  that 
such  a  measure  would  be  allowed  to  go 
through.  The  Bill  was  circulated  last 
year  and  referred  to  a  Committee,  whose 
work,  he  thought  he  might  say,  was  done 
in  a  thorough  manner. 

•Mr.  BUCKNILL  (Surrey,  Epsom) 
said,  when  the  Bill  was  introduced  last 
Session  he  had  an  opportunity  of  going 
through  it,  and  he  told  the  right  hon. 


was  no  difference  of  opinion  among  those  I  Member  who  had  just  spoken  that 
affected.  The  measure  had  been  care-  '  the  Bill  was  not  in  any  sense  a  mere  con- 
fully  considered  by  a  strong  Committee,  solidatiou  Bill,  and  that  view  was  carried 
aiid  would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  out  by  the  Committee,  which,  after  one 
to  the  Merchant  Service.  It  was  really  i  or  two  sittings,  required  that  it  should  be 
a  Consolidation  Bill,  and  brought  together  '  reprinted. 

a  number  of  Acts  in  regard  to  which  ^^  BRYCE  said,  it  was  true  there 
there  had  been  confusion.  The  late  ^g^e  verbal  alterations,  as  there  were 
SoUcitor  General  was  a  Member  of  the  i,^„„j  ^^  y^^  i„  ,,  consolidation  Bill.  As 
Committee  and  agreed  with  the  Btll.  He  regarded  the  substance  of  the  Bill,  the 
thought  it  was  understood  that  the  Bill  Committee,  which  was  a  strong  one,  pre- 
was  not  to  be  debated.  ^jj^a  over  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam-  j  which  had  the  advantage  of  including  a 
borne)  said,  he  should  like  to  have  an  representative  of  tho  shipowners  in  the 
assurance  that  there  were  no  new  Regn- [  peijjon  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
lations  in  the  Bill.  \  Bristol,  assured    hiin    that  it    contained 

Mr,  BRYCE  ;  No,  Sir.  i  nothing  but    what   apjKJared  in  existing 
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enactments.  The  House  might,  there- 
fore, accept  the  measure  as  a  bona  fide 
consolidation  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said, 
the  Committee  took  enormous  pains  to 
see  that  there  was  no  departure  made 
from  the  existing  law.  The  draftsman 
was  before  them,  and  he  was  instructed 
to  see  that  the  Bill  was  in  accordance 
with  the  existing  Statutes.  If  work  of 
this  kind  was  to  be  carried  out  the  House 
must  trust  the  Committee. 

Mb.  PENROSE  FITZGERALD  :  I 
move.  Sir. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress  ; 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again."— (Jfr.  Pen^ 
rose  Fitzgerald.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again 
To-morrow. 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  BILL  [LorcW]. 
(No.  335.) 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  ob- 
jected. 

Mr.  PAULTON  (Durham,  Bishop 
Auckland)  said,  he  would  like  to  say  a 
word  of  explanation.  This  Bill  provided 
for  supervision  over  children  who  had 
deserted  from  a  school,  who  had  found 
suitable  and  honest  employment — a  prin- 
ciple which  had  already  been  introduced 
in  some  schools.  He  hoped  the  Bill  would 
be  allowed  to  go  on. 

•Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  said,  he  could 
not  agree  that  the  Bill  was  not  conten- 
tious. He  did  not  object  to  its  Second 
Reading,  but  there  were  some  clauses  in 
it  which  would  require  careful  examina- 
tion in  Committee. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

EDUCATION  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  CON- 
FIRMATION (LONDON)  BILL  [Lord»']. 

(No.  300.) 
As  amended,  considered  ;   to  be  read 

the  third  time  To-morrow, 

Mr.  Bryce 


ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  PROVI- 
SIONAL  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(BARRY,  &c.)  BILL  [iiwrf*].  —  (No. 
310.) 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

MESSAOB  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to, — 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  15)  Bill, 

Statute  Law  Revision  Bills,  &c., — 
That  they  have  added  a  Lord  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Statute  Law  Revi- 
sion Bills  and  Consolidation  Bills,  and 
request  this  House  to  add  one  of  its 
Members  to  the  said  Joint  Committee. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  3)  BILL. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PRIZE  COURTS  BILL   [i<»r<f#].-(No.  311.) 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
To-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 

Dr.  MAcaBEGOR  and  thb  Crofters 
Bill. 
Dr.  MACGREGOR  said,  he  wjphetl 
to  explain  what  he  meant  with  regard  to 
the  Crofters  Act  Amendment  Bill.  He 
had  understood  that  the  Ministry  was 
willing  to  go  on  with  this  measure  if  it 
were  not  regarded  as  contentions.  He 
had  applied  to  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, who  had  told  him  that  he  did 
regard  it  as  a  contentious  measure, 
Rememhering  that  the  Party  opposite 
gave  the  Irish  leaseholders  the  benefit  of 
the  Irish  Land  Act,  he  could  not  under- 
stand whj  they  should  refuse  to  the  poor 
crofters  of  Scotland  what  they  gave  to 
the  Irish  leaseholders.  He  proposed  that 
the  Government  should  bring  in  a  Bill 
before  12  o'clock,  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  it,  and  throw  the 
responsibility  for  its  rejection  upon  the 
right  shoulders. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
after  Twelve  o*clock. 
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rooognised  uDiform  of  the  band  unless  it 
was  an  exact  imitatiQa  of  a  military 
uuiforni.  In  fact,  six  years,  were  given 
them  to  wear  oitt  their  uniforms.  He 
coi^essedy  for  his  own  part,  that  he  should 
have  been  glad  if  a  shorter  time  had  been 
fixed,  and  there  certainly  eould  be  no  ob- 
jection offered  on  the  ground  of  hardship 
upon  those  who  had  adopted  a  uniform. 
Then  also  persons  who  had  adopted  a' 
uniform  for  the  purpose  of  a  stage-play 
were  not  to  be  prevented  from  wearing  it 
or  for  circus  performances  or  for  bona 
fide  military  representations.  The  third 
clause  provided  that  if  uniforms  were 
worn  by  unauthorised  persons  in  suct^ 
a  way  as  to  bring  them  into  contempt, 
the  i^rearers  would  come  under  the  penalty 
imposed  by  the  Act.  He  was  sure  the 
measure  would  have  their  Lordships^ 
sympathy,  and  begged,  to.  move  its 
Second  Reading. 

Movedi "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»." 
—{The  Lord  Chelmsford.) 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Lord  Sandhurst): 
My  Lords,  the  noble  Lord  has  fully  ex* 
plained  the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  It  has 
passed  through  the  House  of  Commons 
after  being  threshed  out  in  a  Select 
Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred,  and 
I  have  only  to  say  that  the  Government 
will  be  glad  to  assist  the  object  of  the 
measure. 


COMMISSION. 

The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal 
Assent : — 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  3.) 

Finance. 

Zanzibar  Indemnity. 

Parochial       Electors       (Registration 
Acceleration). 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  U.) 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(No.  17.) 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  18.) 

UNIFORMS  BILL.-.(No.  176.) 
SECOND   READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

•Lord  CHELMSFORD  said,  in  moving 
the  Second  Reading,  that  this  was  a 
very  simple  Bill  which  had  passed 
through  all  its  stages  in  the  other  House. 
Its  object  was  to  restrict  the  wearing  of 
uniforms  of  Her  Ma jesty^s  Military  and 
Naval  Services  to  those  serving  in  the 
Forces  and  to  prevent  their  being  worn 
by  persons  not  directly  connected  with 
the  Services.  Provisions  were  contained 
in  the  Bill  for  exemption  in  certain  cases, 
and  particularly  in  the  case  of  semi- 
public  bands.  The  main  object  really 
was  to  prevent  the  uniforms  of  Her  Mja- 
.  jesty's  Forces  being  used  indiscrimi- 
nately for  advertising  purposes  l^y  men 
carrying  sandwich-boards,  and  other 
persons  parading  the.  streets.  Xbe  first 
enacting  clause  provided  that  military 
uniforms  should  not  be  worn  .without 
authority  by.  any  person  not  serving  in 
Her  Majesty's  Military,  Forces, nor  any 
other  dress  having  the  appearance  or 
bearing  the  regimental  and  distinctive 
m^ks.  of  such,  i^uiforjaiis.  ,  Exemptipn 
was  made  in  ,the  case  pf  bandsmen  at 
public.' performances  for  six  y^rs  from  the 
passing  of  ithe.Act.  .  During  that  perii^d 
t^ey  might  .coptip^^  to  wear  the  then 
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♦liORD  CHELMSFORD  expressed  his 
acknowledgments  to  Mr.  Brookfield  and 
others  who  piloted  the  Bill  through  its 
different  stages  in  the  other  House. 

Motion  ,  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2^ 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

BRITISH  MUSEUM  (PUBCHASE  OF 
.    LANEt)  BILL.— (No.  173.) 
;i  SSOONP  REAPING. 

Order  of  thid'  Dky  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY AND  LORD  PRESIDENT  of 
THE  COUNCIL  (The, Earl,  of  Rosi- 
bery),  in  moving,  the  Secqnd  Reading, 
said,:  My  Lords,  I  cpngratulate  myself 
pi^.bc^ng  ^ble  to  introduce  a  Bill  which 
I  thi^,  evep  in.  a  fuller  jEJouse  than  this, 
would  meet  with  acceptance.  It  is  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  future, of  )&e 
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Museum  as  well  as  its  protection  from 
fire  by  the  acquisition  of  the  property 
mentioned  in  the  BiU.  The  additional 
property  consists  of  69  houses  and  their 
gardens,  all  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  who  has  met  the  wishes  of  the 
Museum  Trustees  and  of  the  Treasury  in 
the  most  fair  and  liberal  spirit.  Of  course 
it  is  quite  obvious  that  if  the  Collections 
in  the  British  Museum  go  on  extending 
at  their  present  rate  it  is  of  the  most  vital 
importance  to  secure  the  room  for  their 
expansion  ;  and  it  has  also  been  stated 
Authoritatively  to  the  Trustees  by  the 
Chief  Officer  of  the  Metropolitan  Fire 
Brigade  that  there  is  a  grave  danger  to 
the  Museum  in  the  existence  of  any 
buildings  not  in  the  control  of  the  Trus- 
tees between  that  structure  and  Montague 
Street,  Montague  Place,  and  Charlotte 
Street.  By  this  Bill  that  property  will 
be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Museum 
authorities,  and  I  think  your  Lordships 
will  agree  that  that  is  a  laudable  object. 

Moved, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2"." 
—{The  Earl  of  Rosebcry.) 

Motion  %greed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 


CHIMNEY  SWEEPERS  BILL.— (No.  132.) 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee with  further  Amendments  :  The 
Eeport  of  the  Amendment  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  of 
the  Amendments  made  by  the  Standing 
Committee,  to  be  received  on  Thursday 
next ;  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
(No.  192.) 

NAUTICAL  ASSESSORS  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL.— (No.  179.) 

Eeported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee with  Amendments :  the  Report 
thereof  to  be  received  on  Friday  next ; 
and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
(No.  193.) 

PUBLIC    LIBRARIES    (IRELAND)    ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL.-<No.  180.) 

Reported    from   the    Standing   Com- 
mittee with  Amendments  :   The  Repor 
thereof  to  be  received  on  Friday  nexf*^ 
and  Bill   to    be    printed   as    amende 
(No.  194.) 

The  Earl  of  Rosehery 


PREVENTION    OF    CRUELTY    TO 
CHILDREN      BILL      [H.L.].— (Na      178.) 

Read  3*  (according  to  Order);  to 
Amendment  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Commons. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 

Six  o*clock,  to  Thundaj  next,! 

quarter  past  Ten  o*elnck. 
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PROVISIONAL   ORDER   BILLS. 


CANAL  TOLLS  AND  CHARGES  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  (No.  4)  (BIRMINGHAM 
CANAL  BILL  (fry  6>rAfr).— (No.  252.) 

CONSIDERATION. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

•Mr.  ERNEST  SPENCER  (We«t 
Bromwich)  rose  to  move,  in  Clause  15, 
page  6,  line  7,  to  leave  out — 

"  Or  where  merchandise  Is  conreyed  in  a  boat 
which  does  not  pass  through  a  lock  on  the  canal 
to  or  from  a  railway  basin  or  railway  wharf 
the  Company  may  charge  a  minimum  toll  of 
three  shillings." 

He  said,  that  the  discussion  would  be 
materially  shortened  by  the  fact  that  m 
agreement  had  been  arrived  at  by  all  the 
parties  who  were  interested,  and  many 
questions  would  be  thus  avoided  which 
otherwise  would  have  been  discussed  at 
considerable  length.  He  had  placed 
Amendments  on  the  Paper  under  the 
following  circyggfetauces.  The  Bir- 
mingham J?f5anal  traversed  the  whole 
0^     hi;'f*^canBtituency.      It     was    in 

h«^  rl  to  depend  very  Iwgely  for  Jie 
m®  V  !«ixntft  ot  Roods  tberem  manufac- 
'^^t^  iTU  Srfore,  of  vlUl  Import. 
'"""!*"!!?  tbat^e  t«V\s  and  cbarges  of  the 
res''ance^«J  sbonld  not  be  m  any  way  ex- 
^^ffor  Jtess  unduly  ou  tbe  trade  o 
""w^^irlct:  Wltb  considerable  ^ 
*^^  SE  BOiAe  t\me  ago  saw  that 
^vwTadbeeu  madeby  tbe  W 
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wBj  basin  or  railway  wharf  should  pay  a 
charge  of  68.  It  was  felt  that  these 
additions  to  the  Board  of  Trade  pro- 
posals— themselves  being  a  large  increase 
against  traders  and  in  favour  of  the  Canal 
Company-Bought  to  be  strenuously  op- 
posed, because,  in  the  first  place,  they 
established  a  preferential  charge  in 
favour  of  railway  basins,  and,  in  the 
second  place,  because  they  imposed 
burdens  which  could  not  be  borne  by 
the  traders  of  South  Staffordshire.  He^ 
as  a  consequence,  arranged  for  the  Board 
of  Trade  to  receive  a  deputation,  which  he 
had  the  honour  •  of  introducing.  It  was 
a  largely  representative  gathering.  He 
was  supported  by  hon.  MemlMdrs  re- 
presenting Handsworth,  Stafford,  Wol* 
verhampton,  Oldbury,  and  Walsall.  So 
strong  a  case  was  shown  that,  by 
the  kindness  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
a  conference  was  arranged  between  the 
traders  and  others  interested,  and  an 
agreement  was  entered  into  by  means  of 
which  the  preferential  charge  to  which 
they  objected  was  withdrawn,  and  an  all- 
round  minimum  established  —  namely, 
Is.  6d.  per  boat,  and  3s.  when  it  passed 
through  a  lock,  this  minimum  to  be 
uniTersal  in  character  and  apply  to  aill 
cases.  He  thought  that  this  was  a 
satisfactory  conclusion  to  what  would 
have  been  a  very  awkward  question. 
He  might  say  that  the  traders  were 
grateful  for  the  kindness  shown  to  them 
in  this  matter  by  the  officials  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  especially  by  Sir 
Courtenay  Boyle  and  Mr.  Felham.  It 
was  largely  owing  to  these  gentlemen 
that  a  matter  was  settled  which,  if  con* 
tinned  in  the  condition  it  left  the  Joipt 
Committee,  would  have  been  fraught  with 
serious  if  not  disastrous  consequences  to 
the  trade  and  industries  of  South 
Staffordshire,  a  district  abeady  heavily, 
and  in  some  cases  unfairly,  handicapped 
as  compared  with  its  more  favourabtl^' 
plaoed  rivals,  and  incapable  of  bearing 
fresh  burdens,  especially  at  a  time  of 
such  universal  depression  that  its  :yery 
existence  as  a  great  iron  centre  was  more 
or  less  imperilled.  He  begged  to  move 
the  Amendment. 

«SiR  A.  HICKMAN  (Wolverhamptof , 
W.)  seconded  the  Ameodment.  He  saiil 
that  the  conference,  which  was  arranged 
«ft  the  instance  of  th^  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  represented  very  fairly 
the    traders    of    the    district,    and  th^ 
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to  fix  a  n^iniipumj  in  the  ease  of  traffic 
carried  short  distances,  of  Is.  per  boat- 
load and  ds.  if  proceeding  throug'h  a  lock. 
This  would  mean  in  many  cases  a  very 
material  inorease-,' and  traders  were  san- 
^ine  enough'  to  think  it  would  not '  be 
passed  by  the  Joint  Committee-— or,  at 
worst,  would  be  reduced.  It  was,  there- 
fore, with  consternation  and  dismay 

Black  Rod  here  attended  with 
Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners : — 

The  House  went ; — and  being  re- 
turned ; 

ROYAL  ASSENT. 
Mr.    Speaker' reported    the    Royal 
Assent  to — 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  3)  Act,  1894. 

Finance  Act,  1894. 

Zanzibar  Indemnity  Act,  1894. 

Registration  Acceleration  Act,  1894. 

Local  Government  Board^s  Provisional 
Orders  (Confirmation  No.  14.)  Act,  1894, 

Local  Government  Board^s  Provisional 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  17)  Act,  1894. 

Local  Government  Board*s  Provisional 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  18)  Act,  1894. 

CANAL  TOLLS,   AND  CHARGES   PBOVI- 
SIONAL  ORDBR  (No.  4)  (BIRMINGHAM 
CANAL)  BILL  (*y  Or<fcr).— (No.  252.) 
Bill,  as  amended)  further  considered. 

•Mr.  ERNEST  SPENCER,  resuming, 
said,  that  it  was  with  consternation  and 
dismay  that  the  traders  saw  that  the 
Joint  Committee  had  not  only  accepted 
the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  but  had  accepted  Amendments 
which  went  largely  and  materially  beyond 
it.  The  Board  of  Trade  being  of  opinion 
that,  to  a  certain  extent,  an  injustice  was 
being  done  to  the  Canal  Company  by  its 
having  to  carry  small  loads  for  short 
distances  by  mileage  and  tonnage  rates, 
had  proposed  that  a  minimum  should  be 
fixed  of  Is.  and  ds.  when  a  boat  pro- 
ceeded through  a  lock.  The  Joint 
Committee,  however,  in  addition  to 
this,  acoepted  Amendments  by  which 
boats  whieh  proceeded  to  or  from  a 
railway  basin  or  railway  wharf  witbout 
passing  through  a  look  shoald  pay  a 
ehai^  of  ds.,  sad  by  which  boats  whieh 
pass  through  one  or  more  lock»  to  a  rail- 
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arrangement  come  to  was  a  beneficial 
one. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  Clause  15, 
page  6|  line  7,  to  leave  out 

**  Or  where  merchandise  is  canyeyed  in  a  boat 
which  does  not  pass  through  a  lock  on  the  canal 
to  or  from  a  railway  basin  or  railway  wharf  the 
Company  may  charge  a  minimum  toll  of  three 
shillings."— (Afr.  JSmeit  Spenoer,} 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mr.  LLOYD  WILSON  (Wednes- 
bury)  remarked  that,  unfortunately,  as  the 
Bill  had  not  jet  been  printed,  it  was  im-. 
possible  to  examine  it.  He  thought  that 
there  should  be  a  few  dajs'  delay  so  that 
they  could  get  the  Bill  before  them  and 
consider  carefully  the  effect  of  the  altera- 
tions which  the  Committee  had  made. 
The  Bill  might,  of  course,  be  perfectly  in 
Order.  They  had  the  assurance  of  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  that  it  was 
in  Order,  but  still  it  was  reasonable  that 
before  going  further  they  should  have 
the  print  of  the  Bill.  If  they  had  the 
print  of  the  Bill  they  could  confer  with 
the  traders  and  discuss  the  alterations 
with  them.  A  few  days*  delay  would  not 
in  any  way  imperil  the  Bill.  It  was  his 
view  and  the  view  of  the  traders  of  Sooth 
Staffordshire  that  no  increase  ought  to 
be  allowed  in  the  rates  of  the 
canal.  He  trusted  that  no  increase 
had  been  attempted,  for  the  state 
of  trade  in  South  Staffordshire  was  such 
that  it  would  not  bear  any  increase.  They 
all  knew  that  the  relative  cost  of  carriage 
was  enormously  increased  as  comparod 
with  what  it  was  years  ago.  This  had 
come  about  in  this  way  :  that  whilst 
articles  such  as  iron  or  tubes  were  now 
selling  at  only  half  what  they  were  20 
years  ago,  the  canal  charges  which 
existed  20  years  ago  were  not  reduced. 
It  followed  that  they  were  in  effect  double 
when  set  against  the  prices  which  were 
obtained  to-day.  From  this  point  of  view 
it  was  highly  important  that  no  increase 
of  tolls  should  be  granted.  That  was  one 
of  the  reasons  why  he  desired  that  there 
should  be  a  careful  investigation  of  this 
Bill  before  they  proceeded'io  paes  it;  He 
moved  that  the  matter  be  deferred  for^^ 
week. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  e  Does  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber intend  to  move  -the  Adjournment  of 
the  Debate?  i 

Sir  A.  Hickman  ^   IL  ^  ^ 


Mr.  LLOYD  WILSON  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  young  (Cavan,  E.)  rose  to  con- 
tinue the  discussion. 

Mr.  speaker  :  Does  thehon.  Mem- 
ber wish  to  second  the  Motion  for  the  Ad- 
journment of  the  Debate  ? 

Mr.  young  :  No,  Sir  ;  I  merely  wish 
to  express  my  sympathy  with  the  arrange- 
ment. 

*Mr.  speaker  :    Does  any  Member 

second  the  Motion  for  the  Adjournment  ? 

[There  was  no  response.] 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  Brt€E,  Aberdeen,  S.) 
said,  that  he  was  glfUl  to  say  that  the 
compromise  which  had  been  arrived  at 
in  this  matter  had  been  effected  after 
every  interest  concerned  had  been  heard. 
He  diought  that  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Lloyd  Wilson)  would  not  think  that  there 
had  been  any  undue  haste  in  the  matter^ 
for  certainly  the  understanding  on  the 
part  of  those  who  had  met  at  the  Board 
of  Trade  was  that  every  interest  was  re- 
presented. Every  effort  had  been  made 
to  ensure  that  the  matter  had  been  con- 
sidered from  the  point  of  view  of  every 
interest,  and  in  this  respect  he  was  grate- 
ful for  the  assistance  which  had  been 
given  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Bromwich.  Under  the  circumstances,  the 
House  might  be  satisfied  that  substantial 
justice  had  been  done. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Ernest  Spencer 
the  following  Amendments  were  agreed 
to  : — 

Clause  15,  page  6,  line  12,  leave  out  *'or 
where  merchandise  is  Qonveyed  in  a  boat  which 
passes  through  one  or  more  locks  on  the  canal 
to  or  from  a  railway  basin  or  railway  wharf  the 
Company  may  chaise  a  minimum  toll  of  five 
flhiUings." 

Clause  15,  pa^  6,  line  6,  after  "  shilling,*'  in- 
sert "  and  sixpence." 

Clause  15,  jjage  6,  line,  15,af  ter  "  one  shilling," 
insert "  and  sixpence." 

Mr*  POWELL. WILLIAMS  (Bit- 
mingham,  S.)  said,  he  did  not  propose  to 
move  die.  AmendoMnt. standing  m  his 
name.  He  underatuod  that  various 
•partiea  inteMsted  in  the  matter  had 
agreed  among  themlselves  that  it  was. a 
proper  :  Ai&endment  to  tbe  made,  atid  an 
■endeavour  would  be(  toade  ii^  another 
^ace  to  secure  its  insertion.    Probably, 
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confer  upon  them  a  power  to  varj  agree- 
ments which  had  been  solemnly  and  de- 
liberately entered  into  bj  them  with  the 
Liverpool  Tramway  Company  in  1882. 
In  that  year  the  Corporation  made  an 
agreement  with  the  Liverpool  Tramway 
Company  fixing  the  maximum  fares 
which  the  Company  should  levy,  and  at 
the  present  moment  those  maximum  fares 
were  lower  than  the  maximum  fares 
usually  allowed  by  Provisional  Order. 
The  Corporation  had  considered  this 
question  as  it  would  affect  them  and 
their  position  with  the  Company.  He 
quite  understood  that  the  hon.  Member's 
(Mr.  Morton^s)  suggested  amendment  of 
the  present'  clause  would  practically 
have  the  effect  of  leaving  it  to  the  Local 
Authority  to  decide  this  matter;  but 
while  the  House  was  ready  and  willing 
to  confer  upon  Local  Authorities  those 
extended  powers,  at  the  same  time  when 
the  Local  Authority,  having  considered 
the  matter,  had  deliberately  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  did  not  want  those 
extraordinary  powers,  he  did  not  think 
they  were  justified  in  forcing  them  upon 
them.  The  Liverpool  Corporation  con- 
sidered the  matter  so  serious  that  they 
had  come  to  the  deliberate  determination, 
if  these  powers  were  placed  upon  them, 
to  drop  the  Bill.  He  gathered  that 
though  the  clause  had  not  been  moved  in 
its  amended  form  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Morton)  would  be  willing  to  do  so  if 
that  were  made  a  condition  of  acceptance. 
He  was  instructed  to  say  that  that  could 
not  be  the  case  with  regard  to  this  particu- 
lar Bill.  What  the  Corporation  of  Liver- 
pool felt  was  that  they  had  entered  into 
a  deliberate  agreement  and  arrangement 
with  the  Tramways  Company,  and  that 
this  alteration  would  give  them  a  power 
to  vary  the  conditions  which  had  been 
entered  into  and  by  which  they  con- 
sidered they  were  bound  honourably  to 
abide.  This  Order  only  affected  a  short 
line  of  tramways — less  than  a  mile  in 
length — ^and  yet  if  the  clause  were  carried 
it  would  refer  to  the  whole  length  of  50 
miles  of  trams  in  the  City  of  Liverpool. 
It  was  far  too  serious  a  case  to  be 
assented  to  by  them,  and  they  had  in- 
structed him,  on  their  behalf,  to  say  that 
if  the  clause  were  carried  by  the  House 
they  would  feel  bound  to  drop  the  Order. 
In  the  action  they  were  thus  taking  they 
were  supported  by  all  the  other  Local 
Authorities  who  were  concerned.  There- 
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however,  an  arrangement  would  be 
arrived  at  by  that  time. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To- 
morrow. 

TRAMWAYS     ORDERS     CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [Lords]  (by  <9ridr).— (No.  306.) 

COKSIDERATION. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

Mr.  a.  C.  MORTON  (Peterborough) 
moved  to  add  the  following  new 
clause  : — 

*'  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Company  to 
take  or  demand  on  Sanday  or  on  any  bank  or 
other  pnblic  holiday  any  higher  rates  or  charges 
than  those  levied  by  them  on  ordinary  week- 
days." 

The  hon.  Gentleman  said,  these  were  the 
terms  in  which  the  clause  was  inserted 
in  the  London  Tramways  Bill,  but  he 
had  no  objection  to  alter  it  by  inserting 
the  words  "  without  the  consent  of  the 
Local  Authority  "  after  the  word  "  law- 
ful,** so  as  to  bring  it  into  line  with  the 
clause  as  inserted  in  the  Bristol  Tram- 
ways Bill.  The  object  of  the  clause  was 
to  protect  the  people,  especially  the 
working  classes,  on  holidays,  and  to 
secure  that  only  the  same  fares  should 
be  charged  then  as  on  other  days.  He 
thought  he  was  only  right  in  asking  that 
this  Bill  should  be  treated  in  exactly  the 
same  way  as  all  the  other  Tramways 
Bills  which  had  been  brought  before  them 
this  Session. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  the  Liverpool 
and  Waltou-on-the-Hill  Tramways  Order, 
to  insert,  as  a  new  paragraph,  the 
words — 

(As  to  fares  on  holidays  and  Sundays.) 

*<  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Company  to 
take  or  demand  on  Sunday  or  on  any  bank  or 
other  public  holiday  any  higher  rates  or  charges 
than  those  levied  by  them  on  ordinary  week- 
dAys."— (iVr.  A.  a  AfortonO 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  W.  long  (Liverpool,  West 
Derby)  said,  the  answer  which  he  had 
been  instructed  to  give  on  behalf  of  tlie 
Liverpool  Corporation,  who  were  in- 
terested in  this  particular  Bill,  and  the 
reasons  for  that  answer,  were  short  and 
simple.  The  Corporation  desired  to  im- 
press upon  the  House  that  if  this  Motion 
were  carried,  either  in  its  present  form 
or  in  the  amended  form  suggested  by  the 
hon*  Member  for  Peterborough,  it  would 
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desirable  protection  to  the  working  classes 
be  adopted  by  the  House  and  enforced 
upon  Tramway  Companies.  They  .all 
knew  that  Railway  Companies,  iMtead 
of  raising  their  fares  on  holidays,  reduced 
them,  and  the  working  classes  had  thus 
the  opportunity  of  enjoying  the  facilities 
to  travel,  but  it  was  manifest  that  the 
Tramway  Companies  took  advantage  of 
their  monopolies — monopolies  which  had 
been  granted  by  Parliament — ^to  enforce 
exactions  which  were  little  better  than 
spoliation  and  robbery  from  the  poor. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  protect  those 
who  otherwise  could  not  have  any  pro- 
tection. As  to  the  Company  and  the 
Corporation  dropping  the  Order,  he  did 
not  think  it  was  probable  they  would  do 
anything  of  the  sort.  They  had  heard 
threats  of  that  character  before. 

Mr.  W.  long  :  Perhaps  I  may  in- 
terrupt the  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that 
within  the  last  10  minutes  I  have  been 
instructed  to  say,  authoritatively  and 
definitely,  that  if  the  clause  is  carried  the 
Corporation  will  drop  the  Order. 

Mr.  SNAPE  said,  he,  perhaps,  ought 
to  have  said  that  it  was  not  probable 
they  would  drop  it  permanently.  If  it 
paid  the  Corporation  and  the  Tramway 
Company  to  make  this  new  extension  of 
their  system,  there  was  no  question  at  all 
that  a  restriction  which  would  prevent 
them  charging  the  extra  fares  on  holidays 
would  not  be  any  real  and  lasting  im- 
pediment to  such  extension  ;  and  he  did 
not  think  the  House  ought  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  that.  They  were  told  that 
at  the  present  moment  they  did  not 
charge  their  maximum  fares,  and  that 
they  had  not  exercised  the  opportunity 
of  making  those  extra  charges.  If  that 
were  so,  then  there  was  no  hardship  in 
asking  them  to  allow  this  clause  to  be 
introduced  into  the  Bill,  and  he  trusted 
the  House  would  not  permit  this  oppor- 
tunity of  protecting  the  working  classes 
and  the  poor  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
vehicular  facilities  on  holidays  and 
similar  occasions. 

Mr.  WILLOX  (Liverpool,  Everton) 
said,  that  no  comparison  could  be  drawn 
between  London  and  Liverpool  in  this 
matter,  because  in  Liverpool  the  fares 
were  fixed  under  an  agreement  with  the 
Tramway  Company,  and  the  maximum 
could  not  be  increased.  Without  going 
into  the  question  of  protecting  th^  inte- 
rests of  the  working  and  industrial  dasses, 
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fore  he  ventured  to  hope  the  House  would 
not  force  the  clause  upon  th^  Local  Au- 
thorities, who  were  determinedly  opposed 
to  it,  and  the  effect  of  which,  if  carried, 
would  be  to  at  all  events  postpone  work 
which  was  urgently  necessary  in  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  Liverpool. 

♦The  chairman  of  COM- 
MITTEES  (Mr.  Mellor,  York,  W.R., 
Sowerby)  said,  he  thought  the  Com- 
mittee would  have  no  objection  to  the 
Amendment  in  principle  ;  if  this  were  a 
new  Company  or  a  new  tramway  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  right  thing 
that  this  clause  should  be  inserted.  The 
reason  why  the  clause  was  uot  inserted 
in  this  Order  by  the  Committee  was 
this  :  The  various  Government  Depart- 
ments, as  a  rule,  send  in  Reports  with  re- 
gard to  matter  in  an  Unopposed  Bill  which 
they  think  should  be  considered  by  the 
Committee.  Upon  this  particular  Bill 
the  Board  of  Trade  reported  to  him  and 
to  the  Committee  that  the  Corporation  of 
Liverpool  objected  to  this  clause,  and 
as  it  was  necessary,  in  the  Un- 
opposed Bill  Committee,  to  lay  down 
some  rule  with  regard  to  these  matters, 
because  the  parties  were  not  all  repre- 
sented, they  considered  the  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  on  this  Bill,  and  they 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  safest  and 
best  course,  under  the  circumstances,  to 
take  was  not  to  insert  the  clause,  seeing 
that  the  Corporation  which  represented 
the  whole  mass  of  ratepayers,  and  ought 
to  know  what  was  best  in  this  matter, 
opposed  its  insertion.  If  this  had  been 
merely  the  opposition  of  the  promoters,  he 
thought  the  Committee  would  have  in- 
serted the  clause  ;  but  as  it  was  objected 
to  by  the  Corporation,  and  as  it  was  so 
reported  to  them  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
they  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  decline  to 
insert  the  clause,  and  to  leave  it  to  the 
House  to  say  whether  the  view  should 
prevail  or  not. 

Mr.  SNAPE  (Lancashire,  S.E.,  Hey- 
wood)  said,  the  objection  of  the  Liver- 
pool Corporation  to  the  clause  no  doubt 
arose  from  the  fact  that  when  the 
original  agreement  was  made  with  the 
Tramways  Company  no  such  difficulty  as 
this  was  contemplated,  and  they  had 
made  an  agreement  which  they  thought 
it  was  desirable  to  continue  under  all 
future  conditions.  But  if  that  principle 
were  allowed  the  result  would  be  that 
under  no  circumstances  could  this  very 

Mr.  W.  Long 
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be  would  like  to  point  out  to  the  House 
that  this  Frovisioiial  Order  deltlt  only, 
with  a  short  length  of  tramway,  which 
was  to  be  a  conueotiDg  link  between  two 
central  parts  of  the  tramway  system  of 
Liyerpool,  so  as  to  enable  workmen  who 
liyed  in  one  part  of  the  town  to  reach 
their  work  in  another  ;  so  that  this  ex- 
tension was  not  so  much  to  the  interest 
of  either  the  Corporation  or  the  Tramway 
Company  as  to  that  of  the  industrial 
classes,  of  whom  the  Member  for  Hey- 
wood  (Mr.  Snape)  was  the  unappointed 
champion.  He  should  also  like  further  to 
suggest  that  this  question  was  not  alto- 
gether one  of  protection  for  the  public, 
or  the  increase  of  powers,  but  it  was  the 
question  of  the  observance  of  an  agree- 
ment, which  had  been  solemnly  'entered 
into,  and  which  had  now  been  in  force  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  did  not  express 
any  opinion  whether  or  not  this  clause 
was  desirable  in  itself,  but  he  was  quite 
sure  that  this  was  not  the  opportune 
moment  to  introduce  it,  because  the  lease, 
which  had  been  running  for  some  years, 
would  bind  the  one  side,  whereas  the 
Amendment  would  have  the  effect  of 
liberating  the  other  side.  When  the 
lease  expired,  and  a  new  one  was  to  be 
settled,  it  might  then  probably  be  a  fair 
opportunity  for  considering  the  enforce- 
ment of  such  a  clause,  but  in  the  mean- 
time he  could  affirm  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Derby  (Mr.  Long), 
and  say  that  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool 
had  authoritatively  decided  that  they 
would  not  proceed  with  the  Bill  if  the 
Amendment  was  introduced.  Further, 
the  Local  Board  of  Walton,  which  was 
also  a  Local  Authority,  would  take  simi- 
lar action,  and  he  thought  that  where 
there  was  no  demand  made  by  the  Cor- 
poration, by  the  ratepayers,  or  by  the 
Tramway  Company,  it  seemed  somewhat 
unreasonable  that  a  private  Member 
without  local  experience  should  attempt 
to  force  this  Amendment  on  a  locality  of 
which  he  had  no  personal  experience.  He 
trusted,  however,  that  the  hon.  Member 
would  withdraw  the  Amendment,  or  that, 
if  he  should  persist  in  going  to  a  Division, 
it  would  be  rejected  by  the  House. 

Mb,  NEVILLE  (Liverpool,  Exchange) 
said,  he  hoped  the .  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Morton)  would  not  persist  in  this  Amend-* 
meat,  not  because  he  did  not  sympathise 
with  the  direction  in  which  it  was  goiug,  I 
but  because  he  thought  the  result  of  per- 


sisting in  it  on  the  present,  occasion 
would  be  very  unfortunate  for  those  very 
people  whom  he  desired  to  serve.  This 
was  not  the  case  of  a  Company  coming 
for  a  large  extension  of  Parliamentary 
powers  or  anything  of  that  kind.  It  was 
simply  a  ca^e  where  the  existing  Tram- 
way  Company  wanted  to  make  a  very 
small  extension  of  one  of  their  lines  with 
the  view  to  suit  the  convenience  mainly 
,  of  the  large  class  of  working  people  who 
had  their  business  at  some  distance  and 
to  whom  this  slight  extension  would  offer 
very  great  facilities.  Rightly  or  wrongly, 
the  Liverpool  Corporation  considered 
themselves  under  such  an  express  obli- 
gation to  the  Tramways  Company,  who 
were  their  lessees,  that  [if  this  Amend- 
ment were  persisted  in  they  thought  it 
would  not  be  honourable  on  their  part  to 
press  forward  the  Provisional  Order. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  persons 
whose  interests  the  hon.  Member  (Mr* 
Morton)  desired  to  serve  could  gain 
nothing,  because  by  his  action  they  would 
lose  the  benefits  which  they  would  get  if 
this  extension  were  made*  He  ventured 
to  think  this  was  a  case  in  which  the  hon* 
Member  (Mr.  Morton)  would  do  well  to 
consider  before  he  pressed  his  Amend- 
ment to  a  Division,  with  the  result,  if  he 
was  successful,  of  preventing  the  enjoy- 
ment by  the  working  classes  in  Liverpool 
of  what  would  really  be  a  very  great 
convenience  and  facility. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Bryce,  Aberdeen,  S.) 
said,  he  sympathised  very  heartily  with  the 
object  of  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Morton), 
and  expressed  his  regret  that  in  this  par- 
ticular case  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool 
had  found  themselves  unable  to  accept 
the  provision.  He  wished  they  had  been 
able  to  do  so,  but  the  position  in  which 
they  found  themselves  was  that  the 
Corporation  and  the  Company  assured 
them  in  the  most  authoritative  way  that 
they  w^ould  immediately  drop  the  BiU  if 
the  Amendment  was  carried.  Whatever 
additional  facilities  which  the  Bill  pro- 
posed to  give  would  thus  be  lost,  and, 
knowing  the  feeling  of  the  Corporation, 
as  expressed  by  the  Member  for  Liver- 
pool who  had  spoken,  and  wixo  might 
be  fairly  taken  to  represent  the  wishes  of 
the  city,  he  would  ask  his  hon.  Friend 
not  to  pursue  the  Amendment.  If  he 
divided  the  House,  one  of  two  things 
would  happen  :   either  the   Amendment 
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woald  be  carried,  in  which  case  the  Bill 
would  be  withdrawn,  or,  if  the  Amendment 
should  be defeated,the  House  would  appear 
to  have  given  a  decision  against  a  prin- 
ciple which  he  was  sure  most  of  them 
heartily  sympathised  with,  but  which 
they  felt  could  not  properly  be  applied  in 
this  case  against  the  wishes  of  the  Local 
Authority.  Here  they  had  the  Local 
Authority  opposing  the  Amendment,  and 
he  did  not  thirfk  the  House  would  be 
justified  in  overriding  those  wishes,  sup- 
ported as  they  were  by  Representatives 
of  the  city  in  that  House. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  to  insert,  after  the  word 
"  lawful,"  the  words  **  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Corporation." — (J^r.  A.  C. 
Mort07i.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 

Mr.  W.  long  said,  the  Corporation 
of  Liverpool  would  object  to  the  amended 
Amendment  just  as  much  as  the  original 
Amendment.  The  Corporation,  as  the 
Local  Authority,  had  considered  the 
matter,  and  they  had  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  this  power  was  undesirable. 
They  felt  that  if  these  powers  were  to  be 
exercised  it  would  involve  the  breach  of 
an  honourable  arrangement  entered  into 
with  this  Company.  [Mr.  Snape  :  No.] 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  who  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Liverpool  Corporation, 
said  "  No,"  but  he  was  only  telling  the 
House  the  conclusion  the  Corporation 
had  arrived  at.  He  could  not  speak 
from  personal  experience  of  holidays,  but 
he  could  say  that  the  tramways  of  Liver- 
pool were  very  largely  used,  and  although 
he  had  the  honour  to  represent  a  purely 
working-class  constituency,  he  had  not 
had  one  single  objection  brought  to  his 
notice  against  the  existing  state  of  things 
at  Liverpool,  and  not  one  single  recom- 
mendation in  support  of  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Morton),  while 
he  had  been  urged  on  the  part  of  Liver- 
pool generally,  aod  of  the  Corporation 
and  other  Local  Authorities,  to  resist  this 
Amendment. 

Mr.  NEVILLE  said,  he  was  very 
sorry  that  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. Morton) 
had  not  adopted  the  course  suggested  by 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
himself.  He  should  certainly  resist  the 
Amendment,  because  he  thought  it  a 
Mr.  Bryce 


great  pity  that  the  advantages  which  the 
Bill  conferred  should  be  lost. 

The  CHANCELLOB  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUEB  (SirW.HARCouRT,  Derby) 
said,  he  hoped  his  hon.  Friend  would  not 
put  the  House  to  the  trouble  of  a  Divi- 
sion. He  must  feel  that  after  the  strong 
opinion  which  had  been  expressed  by  the 
hon.  Members  for  Liverpool  on  both 
sides,  the  House  would  certainly  not  he 
justified  in  acting  contrarv  to  their  wishes. 

Mr.  a.  C.  MOBTON  said,  he  must 
take  the  opinion  of  the  House  upon  the 
matter. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  —  Ayes  70  ; 
Noes  139.— (Division  List,  No.  203.) 

Mr.  a.  C.  MORTON  said,  that  after 
the  Division  just  taken  he  would  not 
move  what  was  called  "  No.  6  "  on  the 
Paper — namely,  to  insert  in  the  Liver- 
pool Corporation  Tramways  (Extension) 
Bill— 

"  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  (Company  to 
take  or  demand  on  Sunday  or  on  any  bank  or 
other  public  holiday  any  higher  rates  or  charges 
than  those  levied  by  them  on  ordinary  week 
days." 

He  would,  however,  move  "No.  7," 
which  was  to  insert  that  clause  in  the 
Croydon  Corporation  Tramways  Bill.  He 
did  so  because  he  was  informed  by  an  lion. 
Member  acquainted  with  tlie  Corpora- 
tion of  Croydon  that  that  body  were 
willing  to  accept  the  clause  with  some 
alteration.  [[A  communication  was  here 
made  to  Mr.  Morton.]  He  understood 
that  he  had  made  a  mistake,  and  that  the 
hoD.  Meml)er  did  not  assent  to  the 
clause.  Under  the  circumstances,  and 
considering  that  the  tramway  in  question 
was  a  very  short  one,  he  would  not 
trouble  the  House  to  divide. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To- 
morrow. 

Mr.  S.  HERBERT  (Croydon)  said, 
he  would  move  to  omit  Clause  17  of  the 
Bill,  which  said  that  the  promoters 
should  not  raise  their  fares  on  Sundays 
or  public  holidays.  The  clause  was 
struck  out  by  the  Select  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  re-inserted  by 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  when  it 
came  before  the  Committee  on  Unopposed 
Bills.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
stated  in  his  speech  on  the  Liverpool 
Bill  that  he  had  put  in  these  clauses  in 
order  that  the    House  might    have  an 
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opportunity  of  deciding  on  their  merits* 
He  understood  that  the  Corporation  did 
not  appear  before  the  Comniittee,  and 
that  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  the 
Chairman  had  no  information  on  the 
subject  before  him.  He  (Mr.  Herbert) 
was  not  speaking  for  the  Corporation, 
but  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  pro- 
moters, who  were  strongly  opposed  to  the 
insertion  of  these  words.  The  Chairman 
of  Committees  had,  pointed  out  that  a 
clause  of  this  sort  might  very  properly 
be  introduced  into  a  Bill  promoted  by 
any  new  Company.  He  agreed  to  a 
great  extent  with  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. This  Croydon  Tramways 
Company  was  not  a  new  Company,  but 
had  been  in  operation  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years,  and  had  recently  been 
very  largely  developing  its  capabilities. 
He  hoped  that  considering  that  the 
House  had  just  declined  to  insert  in  the 
Liverpool  Tramways  Bill  a  clause  which 
was  word  for  word  the  same  as  that  in- 
serted in  this  Bill,  it  would  not  stultify 
itself  by  allowing  the  clause  to  remain. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  come  to  the 
same  conclusion  as  it  came  to  on  the 
Liverpool  Bill. 

Mr.  speaker  :  To  what  Bill  is 
the  hon.  Member  referring  —  to  the 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2) 
Bill— (Right  of  Extension)  ?  Clause  1 7 
is  Power  to  grant  Running  Powers. 

Mr.  S.  HERBERT  :  It  is  the  second 
Bill  on  page  17  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Is  it  not  Clause  14  ? 
•The   CHAIRMAN    ov    COMMIT- 
TEES   (Mr.   Mellor):    It   i.^   a    new 
clause — Clause  34,  paragraph  17.    ' 

•Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
moves  to  omit  paragraph  17  of  the 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (Croydon 
Extension)  (No.  2)  Bill. 

TRAMWAYS    ORDERS     CONFIRMATION 

(No.  2)  BILL  [Zorth]  (by  Or<ft?r).-.(No.  307.) 

Amendment     proposed     to     Croydon 

Extension  Order,  in  page  22,  to  leave 

out  paragraph  34a — 

"  The  promoters  or  any  Company  or  person 
woiking  or  using  the  tramways  shaU  not  raise 
their  farss  on  any  Sunday  or  public  holiday,"—* 
(Mr.  S,  Herbert.) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
said  Order." 

Mr.  a.  C.  MORTON  said,  the  clause 
was  first'  inserted  by  the  Board  of  Trade 


/ 


when  the  Bill  went  before  the  House  of 
Lords.  The  House  of  Lords  struck  it 
out,  and  the  Bill  came  before  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  that  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  re-inserted  the  clause.  This  Tram- 
way Company's  line  practicaUy  adjoined 
the  London  Tramway  system  30  miles  in 
extent,  in  a  Bill  affecting  which  a  similar 
clause  was  inserted-  a  few  weeks  back. 
The  Croydon  Company  covered  part  of 
greater  London.  There  had  been  an 
appeal  from  the  Corporation  of  Liyerpool, 
but  there  had  been  nonesuch  in  this  case. 
The  Corporation  of  Croydon  had  not 
appeared  before  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, and  the  only  persons  who  had 
appealed  were  the  promoters,  who  thought 
they  should  not  be  restricted  as  to  charges 
they  might  make  on  the  people  who  used 
their  tramway.  The  Chairman  of 
Committees  had  seen  fit  to  put 
this  clause  in  the  Bill,  and  he  (Mr. 
Morton)  trusted  he  would  keep  it  there. 
At  any  rate^  so  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
he  should  divide  against  the  Motion. 

The  chairman  op  COMMIT- 
TEES |(Mr.  Mellor)  said,  be  thought 
he  ought  to  state  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced him  to  insert  the  clause  in  the  Bill. 
He  said  just  now  that  the  best  rule  on 
which  to  decide  these  matters  was  to 
take  the  opinion  of  the  Local  Authorities, 
whoever  they  might  be,  because  he 
thought  that  the  people  living  on  the 
spot,  for  whose  benefit  these  Bills  were 
introduced  and  carried  out,  were  the  best 
judges  of  the  terms  upon  which  the 
tramways  should  be  constructed.  On 
this  Bill  the  Corporation  of  Croydon 
did  not  appear,  and  he  had  no  in- 
formation as  to  their  views.  The  only 
persons  who  appeared  before  him 
were  the  promoters.  He  heard  what  they 
had  to  say,  and  as  the  Bill  was  unopposed 
he  inserted  this  clause.  In  all  Bills  of 
the  kind  where  he  had  no  infonnation  as 
to  the  views  of  the  Local  Authorities 
this  clause  was  inserted.  He  did  not 
quite  understand  whether  or  not  on  this 
the  hon.  Member  for  Croydon  represented 
the  Corporation.  [Mr.  S.  Herbert  : 
No.]  Then,  if  they  had  no  information 
as  the  views  of  the  Corporation,  and  if 
no  one  knew  what  the  Corporation  bad 
to  say  on  the  matter,  either  one  of  two 
courses  should  be  taken — either  they 
should  maintain  the  clause  as  it  had  beea 
inserted,  or  the   subject  should  be  ad* 
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journed,  so  that  the  opinion  of  the  Local 
Authority  might  be  ascertained. 

Sib  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.)  said,  he  thought  they  should  rather 
come  to  an  opposite  conclusion  from  the 
premises  laid  down  by  the  Chairman  of 
Committees.  It  was  surely  for  the 
Local  Authority  to  signify  their  wish  if 
they  desired  to  have  a  certain  provision 
introduced  into  a  Bill  promoted  by  a  local 
Company.  In  the  present  instance  the 
Local  Governing  Body  had  made  no  sug- 
gestion ;  therefore,  it  was  quite  extra* 
neous  for  any  other  authority  to  move  in 
the  matter.  Surely  the  Local  Authorities 
were  active  enough  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  their  constituencies,  and  if 
they  had  not  asked  for  this  clause  to  be 
introduced  it  seemed  to  him  prima  facie 
evidence  that  they  did  not  want  it. 

Mr.  S.  HERBERT  said,  he  perhaps 
might  be  allowed  to  say  that,  though  he 
did  not  represent  the  Corporation  on  this 
matter,  he  did  represent  it  on  the  subject 
of  the  Amendment  the  hon.  Member  for 
Peterborough  had  put  down  on  the  Paper, 
which  liad  reference  to  tramways  in 
which  the  Corporation  were  directly  in- 
terested. They  were,  therefore,  interested 
in  the  question. 

Thb  president  op  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Bryce,  Aberdeen,  S.) 
said,  that  the  hon.  Member  was  acting 
merely  on  inference.  For  his  part,  how- 
ever, it  was  reasonable  to  infer  that  the 
Croydon  Corporation  were  not  interested, 
as  they  had  expressed  no  opinion.  In 
the  last  Division  the  House  had  given 
effect  to  the  view  of  the  Local  Authorities 
because  they  knew  what  they  were; 
obviously,  they  ought  to  know  what  the 
views  of  the  Local  Authorities  were. 
He  did  not  understand  the  hon.  Member 
for  Croydon  to  be  in  a  position  to  say 
what  the  views  of  the  Croydon  Corpora- 
tion were.  Therefore,  considering  the 
darkness  in  which  the  House  stood,  he 
thought  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  should  be  adopted, 
the  discussion  being  adjourned  until  they 
had  the  views  of  the  Corporation  before 
them. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  (Birming- 
ham,  W.)  said,  he  did  not  pretend  to 
know  anything  of  these  matters,  but  this 
appeared  to  be  a  very  interesting  ques- 
tion. He  did  not  know  Whether  the  in- 
formation given  in  regard  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  was  correct.  As  he  understood 
Mr»  Mellor 


ity  the  clause  now  objected  to  was  origi- 
nally inserted  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  but  that  before  the  Lords 
Committee  the  Board  of  Trade  suggested 
its  omission.  They  themselves  repre- 
sented the  desirability  of  omitting  the 
clause  they  themselves  had  previously 
inserted.  He  did  not  know  what  the 
reason  for  that  change  was,  but  he  was 
informed  that  that  was  the  case.  It  was 
admitted  by  the  officials  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  it  was  at  their  instigation  that 
the  clause  was  withdrawn  ;  and  it  was 
re-inserted  by  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees. Then  came  the  question, -What 
was  the  usual  practice  of  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  ?  Surely  the  Unopposed 
Bill  Committee  was  never  accustomed  to 
insert  a  clause  that  was  in  auy  sense  a 
contentious  clause*  They  only  were  under- 
stood to  have  the  duty  imposed  on  them 
of  inserting  clauses  in  the  general  interest, 
and  which  in  other  cases  had  been  adopted 
by  Committees  of  the  House.  Certainly 
it  would  be  giving  to  the  Unopposed  Bill 
Committee  a  most  extraordinary  power 
if  they  were  to  be  entitled,  against  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  insert 
a  clause  which  that  Department  desired 
to  omit.  He  only  wished  to  state  the 
case  as  he  had  heard  it  from  right  hon. 
Grentlemen  who  had  taken  part  in  the 
Debate.  He  must  say  that  under  the 
circumstances  he  thought  it  was  a  strong 
thing  to  ask  the  House  to  support  the 
Unopposed  Bill  Committee  in  inserting 
clauses  which  the  Board  of  Trade  wish^ 
to  have  withdrawn. 

•The  chairman  of  COMMIT- 
TEES (Mr.  Mellor)  said,  he  had 
no  information  brought  before  him, 
sitting  as  Chairman  of  the  Unopposed 
Bill  Committee,  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
Board  of  Trade  approved  of  the  clause, 
or  as  to  whether  it  had  been  omitted  at 
the  instance  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The 
reason  it  was  inserted  was  because  there 
was  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Cor- 
poration, and  in  order  that  the  House 
might  pass  judgment  upon  it. 

Mr.  W.  long  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  spoken  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Croydon  acting  on  inference.  Well, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  seem 
to  have  realised  the  true  position  of 
atfairs.  There  were  two  Croydon  Tram- 
way Bills,  one  promoted  by  the  Tramway 
Company  and  the  other  by  the  Corpora-^ 
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tioQ.  Id  the  one  case  the  hon.  Member 
for  Peterborough  vi^ed  to  luaert  a 
claote,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Croj* 
don  was  instracted  to  oppose  it,  and  it 
was  not  an  unfair  ioference  that  if  the 
Corporattou  objected  to  a  penalising 
clause  in  their  own  Bill  on  behalf  of 
their  constituents,  thej  would  at  least,  in 
all  honour,  oppose  the  introduction  of  a 
similar  clause  into  a  Bill  introduced  by 
an  independent  Company  working  prac- 
tically under  the  same  circumstances  and 
utider  the  same  difficulties.  Nothing 
could  be  more  unfair  than  to  insert  this 
restricted  clause  in  a  Bill  promoted  by  a 
private  Company  and  omit  it  from  a  Bill 
promoted  by  the  Corporation  itself.  Yet 
on  the  evideuce  before  the  House  that 
was  the  course  they  would  be  compelled 
to  follow  if  they  proceeded  further.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Croydon  would  much 
rather  that  this  question  should  be 
decided  now  than  that  the  Debate  should 
be  adjourned.  The  hon.  Member  would 
object  to  the  clause  if  they  proceeded 
further,  and  under  the  circumstances  he 
was  justified  in  opposing  the  imposition 
of  this  disparity  on  the  people  of  Croy- 
don. They  had  no  evidence  before  them 
to  justify  them  in  coming  to  the  conclu- 
sion either  that  there  was  any  risk  of 
extreme  fares  being  imposed,  or  that  the 
Company  would  be  able  to  bear  the 
burden  placed  on  them.  Under  the 
circumstances,  he  hoped  that  the  House 
would  proceed  to  .decide  the  question. 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) 
moved  the  adjournment  of  the  Debate. 

Mr.  BODKIN  (Roscommon,  N.) 
seconded  the  Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  ''That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,** — {Mr. 
W,  Johnston) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 
QUESTIONS. 


POLICE  PBOSBCUTIONS  AT  NAAS  AND 
NEWBRIDGE. 
Mr.  KENNEDY  (Kildare,  N.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Constabulary  at  Naas  and 
Newbridge,  County  Kildare,  frame  their 
summons  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act  for  offences  committed  in  those 
towns     in      their     own    names   in  a 


large  number  of  cases,  and  not  iu 
the  names  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners ;  whether  the  fines  thus  ioflicted 
are  diverted  from  being  wholly  applied  iu 
relief  of  the  town  rate,  as  only  a  small 
portion  of  them  are  so  applied  when  the 
cases  are  brought  forward  in  that  way  ; 
and  whether  he  will  communicate  with 
the  Inspector  General  with  a  view  of 
having  this  irregularity  rectified  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.  Morley,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne)  :  The  police  at  Naas  and 
Newbridge  are  sometimes  in  the  habit  of , 
prosecuting  in  their  own  name  at  Petty 
Sessions  for  offences  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act.  This  practice  arose 
from  the  fact  that  Courts  under  the 
Towns  Improvements  Act  were  rarely 
held  in  these  towns.  The  fines 
inflicted  in  such  cases  are  not  wholly 
applied  to  the  relief  of  the  town  rates. 
The  irregularity  that  now  exists  will 
bo  rcmodiod 

Mr.  KENNEDY:  Will  the  Govern- 
ment  compensate  the  Local  Authorities 
for  the  funds  which  they  have  lost 
owing  to  this  irregularity  ? 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY :  I  must  ask  for 
notice  of  that  question. 

SAMOA. 

Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is  now 
in  a  position  to  report  any  amelioration  in 
the  conditions  under  which  Mataafa  and 
his  principal  adherents  have  been  exiled 
from  Samoa  to  the  Marshall  Islands ; 
whether  Jaluit,  the  island  on  which 
Mataafa  is  imprisoned,  is  entirely  in 
German  occupation,  and  is  only  visited 
by  a  British  trading  vessel  twice  a  year  ; 
is  he  aware  that  the  action  of  Captain 
Bickford,  of  H.M.S.  Katoomba^  in  hand- 
ing over  Mataafa  to  the  Germans,  is  depre- 
cated by  a  number  of  the  British  resi- 
dents of  Samoa ;  and  has  any  Despatch 
from  the  British  Consul  in  Samoa, 
detailing  the  circumstances  of  Mataafa*s 
deportation  and.  exile  ibeen  received; 
and,  if  so,  is  there  any  objection  to 
giving  a  summary  of  its  contents  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Sir  E.  Gret,  Northumberland,  Ber- 
wick) :  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my 
preriouB  answer  on  the  5th  of  Jane  re- 
specting Mataafa's  treatment.    Jaluit  i» 
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in  German  occupation,  but  I  cannot  Hay 
how  often  there  is  regular  communication 
with  it.  Mataafa  was  in  the  first  in- 
stance conveyed  to  the  Union  group  of 
islands  on  board  a  Grerman  man-of-war 
as  a  matter  of  convenience,  H.M*S. 
Katoomba  not  having  received  her  supply 
of  coal  from  Auckland.  Subsequently 
it  was  arranged  by  agreement  between 
the  three  Treaty  Powers  that  the 
German  Anthorities  should  take  charge 
of  him.  I  do  not  know  how  the 
arrangement  is  regarded  by  the  majority 
of  the  British  residents  in  Samoa,  but  it 
does  not  seem  necessary  to  publish 
Papers  upon  the  subject. 
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RURAL  POSTMEN. 

Mr.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  he  is  aware 
that  certain  exceptions  were  made  in 
1891,  when  the  then  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  granted  increments  of  salary 
to  established  rural  postmen  ;  and  whe- 
ther he  will  now  consider  the  propriety 
of  extending  the  1891  scale  of  increments 
to  such  exceptional  cases,  or  to  established 
rural  postmen  generally  who  have  tra- 
velled 70  miles  weekly  on  foot  during 
the  past  12  years,  and  whose  hours  of 
duty  prevent  their  official  salaries  being 
supplemented  from  any  other  source  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Mr.  A.  MoRLEY,  Nottingham,  E.)  :  The 
concession  of  wages  on  a  rising  scale  is 
granted  only  to  officers  performing  a  full 
day's  work,  and  in  the  case  of  rural  post- 
men qualified  to  hold  an  established  ap- 
pointment it  has  already  been  extended 
to  all  postmen  whose  duties  could  be 
fairly  regarded  as  coming  up  to  that 
standard.  I  do  not  consider  that  it  would 
be  right  to  reduce  the  standard  in  order 
to  include  an  additional  number  of  cases, 
such  as  those  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member. 

CEMETERY  FEES  AT  DALTON-IX- 

FURNESS. 
Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notts, 
Mansfield)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  the  table  of  fees 
and  charges  of  the  Dalton-in-Furnees 
Burial  Board  provides  for  the  payment 
to  ministers,  in  the  unconsecrated  part  of 
their  cemetery,  of  fees  for  interments, 
vaults,  tombstones,  &c.  (varying  f rom\2s. 
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to  £4  48.),  which  are  identical  in  amount 
with  those  legally  payable  to  the  Vicar 
in  the  consecrated  part ;  whether  this 
table  of  fees  has  received  the  sanction  of 
the  Home  Office;  and  (8),  whether, 
seeing  that  this  is  in  contravention  of 
Section  17  of  20  &  21  Vic,  which  pro- 
vides that  such  fees  shall  not  be  payable 
in  the  unconsecrated  parts  of  cemeteries, 
such  steps  will  be  taken  as  will  lead  to 
a  revision  by  the  Burial  Board  of  their 
table  of  fees  and  charges  for  the  purpose 
of  making  it  conformable  to  law  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
AsQTJiTH,  Fife,  E.)  :  (1)  My  attention 
had  not  been  previously  called  to  this 
table  of  fees,  but  it  appears  on  inquiry 
that  it  contains  a  column  of  fees  for  pay- 
ment to  ministers  in  the  consecrated  por- 
tion of  the  cemetery.  (2)  Such  heading 
is  illegal,  and  does  not  appear  in  the 
print  of  the  table  of  fees  preserved  in  the 
Home  Office  and  approved  in  1873.  (3) 
The  attention  of  the  Burial  Board  has 
been  called  to  this  irregularity,  and  the 
Board  have  professed  their  readiness  to 
amend  the  scale  in  a  manner  that  may  be 
indicated  to  them  by  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

LORD  CLANRICAHDE'S  AGENT. 
Mr.  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
state  when  and  by  whom  Mr.  Edward 
Shaw  Tener,  agent  to  Lord  Clanricarde, 
was  appointed  to  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Galway  ;  whe- 
ther he  was  the  owner  of  any  property 
in  the  county  at  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  in  his 
capacity  of  Magistrate  he  has  issued 
distrnining  orders  to  his  bailiff  to  be  exe- 
cuted against  the  tenants  on  the  estate 
of  which  he  is  agent  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  upon  a  recent  occasion  Mr. 
Tener,  with  Mr.  Lewis,  sat  on  the  Bench 
at  Woodford,  and  granted  a  licence  for  a 
cattle  pound  to  one  of  his  emergency 
men  for  receiving  cattle  seized  for  tres- 
passing on  evicted  farms  and  for  rent 
due  to  his  employer,  although  Mr.  Hick- 
son,  Resident  Magistrate,  was  opposed 
to  granting  a  licence  for  an  additional 
pound,  as  they  had.  already  established 
two  in  the  distriot,  one  being  in  the  yard 
attached  to  Mr.  Lewis's  house  ;  and  whe- 
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ther  be  will  direct  the' Lord  Chancellor's 
attention  to  the  matter  ? 

Mb.  J.  MOALEY :  Mr.  Tener  was 
appointed  to  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace  for  the  Connty  of  Galwaj  in  1888 
bj  Lord  Chancellor  Ashbourne,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  lieutenant  of  the 
county.  He  had  previously  been  ap- 
pointed a  Magistrate  for  the  County 
Cavan  by  Lord  O'Hagan  in  1871.  Mr. 
Tener  had  no  landed  property  in  Galway 
when  appointed  to  the  Commission  for 
that  county,  but  he  had  elsewhere.  As 
regards  the  third  paragraph,  it  is  a  fact 
that  Mr.  Tener  had  issued  distraining 
orders  for  rent  to  his  bailiff,  but  these 
orders  were  granted  not  in  his  Magis- 
terial capacity,  but  as  agent  to  Lord 
Clanricarde.  Landlords  and  their  agents 
have  power  to  issue  such  orders.  The 
facts  are  as  stated  in  the  fourth  para- 
graph; It  is  competent  to  Justices 
under  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act, 
1851,  when  an  insuffieient  number  of 
pounds  are  established  in  a  district  to 
establish  such  additional  pounds  as  they 
shall  think  necessary*  Mr.  Tener  and 
Mr.  Lewis  seem  to  have  taken  it  upon 
themselves  to  establish  the  pound  in 
question  in  the  absence  of  the  Resident 
Magistrate,  who  was  opposed  to  estab- 
lishing an  additional  pound,  as  he  be- 
lieved that  the  two  already  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood were  quite  sufficient  for  public 
requirements.  I  shall  refer  the  papers 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  his  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  macartney  (Antrim,  S.)  : 
Might  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  the  power  exercised  by  Mr. 
Tener  cannot  be  exercised  under  the  Act 
of  Parliament  by  power  of  attorney,  and 
whether  there  have  been  any  two  cases 
of  distraint  by  Mr.  Tener,  and  that  in 
both  these  cases  the  rent  was  paid  imme- 
diately after  the  distraint  and  the  stock 
released  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  Of  course,  I  can- 
not answer  the  question  just  put  by  the 
hon.  Member,  as  I  anl  not  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances.  But  this  is  not 
a  question  exactly  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  is  rather  a  question  of  what 
is  judicious  and  what  is  injudicious. 

Mr.  sexton  (Kerry,  N.)  :  I  wish 
to  ask  ,^hetl^e^  the^:^ci|triif^t  ordersf /can 
be  slgped  Qxcept  by  ^  Magistrate,  ,an4 
whether  it  is  in  acc9rda9ce  with   ttie 


practice  for  a  Magistrate  to  sign  the 
orders  where  he  himself  is  the  agent  ? 

Mr.  J.  MOBLEY:  An  agent  has 
power  to  issue  a  distraining  order  for 
rent. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick's)  : 
Has  it  been  brought  under  the  notice  o^ 
the  Government  that  the  agents  of  land- 
lords are  very  frequently  Magistrates, 
and  use  their  position  as  such  to  sign 
these  distraining  notices,  and  otherwise 
to  promote  the  interests  of  the  estates 
for  which  they  are  agents  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  he  could  not 
quite  follow,  the  question.  He  had  better 
have  notice. 

COLONEL  LONGBOTJRN,  R.M.,  AND  THE 
CLANRICARDE  AGENT. 
Mr.  BOCHE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  Qxq  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  upon  Colonel 
Longbourn's  Resident  Magistrate  ap- 
pointment to  the  Petty  Sessions  District 
of  Woodford,  he  went  to  Portumna 
Castle,  and  after  visiting  Mr.  Tener 
Lord  Clanricarde's  agent,  he  went  to  the 
Woodford  Petty  Sessions  to  preside, 
where  Mr.  Tener  attended  to  prosecute 
several  of  the  evicted  tenants  for  trespass 
on  their  farms,  and  Colonel  Lougbourn 
inflicted  fines  very  much  in  excess  of 
those  inflicted  by  his  predecessor,  Mr. 
Hickson,  R.M.,  for  similar  ofleuces  ;  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  after  the  Court  he 
fot  on  Mr.  Tener's  car,  and  accompanied 
im  back  to  Portumna  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  strong  feeling  existing  in  the 
district  as  to  the  connection  between  this 
Resident  Magistrate  and  the  prosecutor 
Mr,  Tener ;  and  if  he  will  inquire  into 
the  matter  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  The  facts  are 
generally  as  stated  in  the  first  and  second 
paragraphs ;  the  maximum  penalties 
were  inflicted  in  every  case  on  the  occa- 
sion referred  to.  After  the  sitting  of 
the  Court  Mr.  Tener  offered  to  convey 
the  Resident  Magistrate  on  his  car  back 
to  Portumna,  and  this  offer  Colonel  Long- 
bourn  accepted.  The  Resident  Magis- 
trate having  to  assist  in  the  decision  of 
these  cases  of  trespass  instituted  by 
direction  of  Lord  .Clanricarde,  or  on  his 
behalf,  and  having  regard  to  the  rela- 
tions existing  between  Mr,  Tener  as 
agent  for  Lord  Clanricarde  and  the 
people  of  Woodford,  it  seems  to  me  that 
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the  B'esident  Magistrate  acted  impru- 
dentlj  under  the  circamstanceB.  It  has 
not  been  brought  to  \»j  kaowjedge  that 
any  strong  feeling,  as  alleged,  exists  in 
the  district ;  and  it  is  only  fair  to  add 
that  Colonel  Longbourn  denies  that  any 
connection  between  him  and  Mr.  Tener 
exists. 

WYNDHAM  PIT  MINE,  SOUTH  WALKS. 
Mb.  woods  (Lancashire,  S.E., 
Inoe):  I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (I)  if  he 
is  aware  that  the  workmen  employed  at 
the  Wyndham  Pit,  North's  Navigation, 
Ogmore  Valley,  in  South  Wales,  to  the 
number  <5f  1,200,  have  had  to  play  four 
days  during  the  last  three  weeks  in  con- 
sequence of  the  accumulation  of  gas  in 
the  mine  owing  to  the  lack  of  adequate 
ventilation ;  (2)  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Sub-Inspector  Lewis  made  a  visit  to  this 
mine  on  the  16th  and  I7th  of  July  ;  (3) 
whether  he  visited  the  following  head- 
ings, "  David  Samuels,"  "  Pope's,"  and 
"  Samuel  Jones "  ;  (4)  what  was  the 
state  of  the  return  air  in  this  district ; 
(o)  whether  this  return  airway  is  in  a 
safe  condition  and  of  adequate  area  ;  (6) 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  downcast 
shaft  is  16  feet  diameter,  and  the  upcast 
shaft  only  12  feet  diameter ;  (7)  whe- 
ther Her  Majesty's  Inspector  considers 
this  sufficient  to  ventilate  the  three  ex- 
tensive mines  worked  at  this  pit ;  and 
(8)  whether  the  Inspector's  Beport  of  his 
visit  on  the  16th  and  17th  can  be  read  to 
the  House  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Inspector  that  the  number  of  work- 
men employed  at  the  Wyndham  Pit  is 
660,  and  not  1,200,  as  stated  by  my  hon. 
Friend,  which  information  is  confirmed 
by  the  workmen  themselves.  Out  of  the 
660,  470  are  employed  by  day  and  190 
by  night.  (2)  The  answer  to  the  second 
paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.  (3)  Mr. 
Lewis,  Assistant  Inspector  of  Mines, 
visited  all  the  workings  of  the  four-feet 
seam  of  the  colliery,  (4  and  5)  The 
return  airway  was  found  not  to  be  in  such 
a  satisfactory  condition  as  is  desirable, 
but  was  being  repaired,  and  is  now,  1 
believe,  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
(6  and  7) '  The  down-cast  shaft  is  15  feet, 
and  not  l6  feet  as  stated  ;  but  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Inspector  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  that  they  are  insuffi- 
cient for  the  adequate  ventilation  of  the 
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three  seams  worked  in  oonneoiion  with 
them.  I  may  add  that  I  have  received 
a  Qopy  of  a  lejtter.  whioh  the  w;orkmen  of 
the  Wyndham  Colliery  have  sent  to  the 
Press  for  publication^  in,  whioh  they  state 
that,  pf  their  own  spontaneous  wishjthey 
repudiate  the  statements  with  much  in- 
dignation that, the  colliery  is  not  properly 
ventilated,  and  that  in  their  opinion  the 
colliery  is  in  almost  a  perfect  state  of 
ventilation.  (8)  Under  tliese  circum- 
stances, there  seems  no  occasion  to  read 
Mr.  Lewis's  Report  to  the  House. 

LIVERPOOL  TELEGRAPH   CLERKS' 
GRIEVANCES. 

Mk.  W.  long  (Liverpool,  West 
Derby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  he  has  now  considered 
the  statement  submitted  to  him  by  the 
Liverpool  Postal  Telegraph  Clerks  As- 
sociation some  two  and  a-half  months 
ago  ;  and  whether  he  is  in  a  position  to 
announce  that  some,  at  all  events,  of  the 
much  needed  alterations  shall  be  speedily 
made  ? 

Mr.  Ai  MOBLEY  :  Ihavecohsidered 
the  statement  submitted  by  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  telegraphic  staff  at  Liverpool. 
Seeing,  however,  that  the  position  of  the 
telegraphists  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom  was  very  fuUy  eonsidered  in 
1690,  and  that  the  sanction  of  the  House 
was  then  obtained  for  the  expenditure  of 
a  large  sum  of  public  money  in  improv- 
ing their  wages  and  prospects,  I  am  not 
prepared  at  the  present  time .  to  enter- 
tain any  proposals  for  further  improving 
the  scale  of  pay  ;  nor  do  I  consider  that 
classification  should  be  abolished,  as  such 
a  ohange  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  Public  Ser- 
vice and  of  the  best  portion  of  the  staff* 

BODYKE  POLICE. 
Mr,  W.  BEDMOND  (Clare,  E.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  police  assisted'  in  bring- 
ing the  crops  away  from  the  farm  of  the 
Widow  Gamey,  who  was  recently  evicted 
at  Bodyke  by  Colonel  O'Callaghan  ;  and 
whether  the  police  have  any  ai^thority  to 
help  the  landlord  in  tliis  or  any  pther 
manner  to  parrv  out  the  work  of  evic- 
tion ?     •     '       V 

.  Mr.  J;.  MQlllLET  :  The  Inspector 
General  informis  me  that  it  is  not  liie  fact 
that  the  police  assisted  in  the  bringing 
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away  of  crops  from  i^e  evicted  farm  in 
question.  It  appears  that  the  caretaker  of 
evicted  holdings  in  this  locality,  who  \^ 
under  personal  police  protection^  recently 
visited  Mrs.  Gamey's  evicted  farm  and 
took  away  about  a  stone  of  potatoes  and 
some  cabblige.  The  police  in  no  way 
assisted  him,  and  were  present  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  protection  duty. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  :  Why  did  not 
the  police  help  the  landlord  in  the  evic- 
tion ? 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  :  They  have  no 
authority  to  help  ;  their  duty  is  simply 
to  proiiect. 

THE  CLABB  MAOISTBACY. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  upon  what  grounds  Mr. 
Wakely,  J.P.,  was  appointed  to  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  for  County 
Clare  ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that 
this  gentleman  resides  in  County  Gal- 
way  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  Mr.  Wakely  was 
recommended  to  the  present  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland  for  appointment  to  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  by  the  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  County  Clare.  It  is  true 
he  resides  in  the  adjoining  County  of 
Galway,  though  on  the  borders  of  Clare, 
and  he  has  property  in  both  counties. 

SOLDIERS'  WOIKSHOPS. 
Colonel  MURRAY  (Bath) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  facilities  exist  at  any  Regi- 
mental Districts,  or  in  any  garrisons  or 
regimental  headquarters  at  Home  or 
Abroad,  to  enable  soldiers  to  learn,  or 
keep  up  any  previous  knowledge  of  a 
trade ;  and,  if  so,  how  the  system  has 
been  found  to  work,  where  tried  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  CipcpdELL  -  Bankermai^, 
Stirling,  &c.)  :  In  everry  corps  and  in  all 
situations  where  it  it  practicable,  the 
Commanding  Officer  is  required  by  Re- 
gulations to  establish  workshops  for  the 
employment  and  instruction  of  soldier^  in 
various  trades  and  handicrafts.  Diffi- 
culties frequently  aiise  through  a  defi- 
ciency of  men  of  the  Various  trades  and 
from  other  causes  ;  and  the  large  number 
of  recruits  in  a  battalion,  iu  consequence 
of  short  service,  nec^tisarily  militates 
against  any  large  exteusiou  of  the  system^ 


but  where  it  can  be  cairied  out,  the  r^olt 
is  eoiisidered  generally  satisfactory. 

STAINES  RIFLB  RANGE. 

Mr.  R.  6.  WEBSTER  (St  Fancras, 
£.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether,  notwithstanding  the 
War  Office  certificate  has  been  withdrawn 
from  the  Metropolitan  rifle  range  at 
Staines,  firing  still  continues  at  that 
range,  botli  by  Regulars  and  Volunteers ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  residents  in 
the  neighbourhood  consider  the  firing  at 
this  range  is  a  source  of  great  danger ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  cattle  and 
sheep  have  been  shot  in  a  field  adjoining 
the  butts  and  paid  for  by  the  Rifle  Range 
Company ;  and  if  he  will  direct  the 
range  to  be  closed  ? 

CoLONBL  HOWARD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield,  Central) :  At  the  same  time, 
I  will  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he 
is  aware  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  cer- 
tificate for  the  Staines  Rifle  Range  still 
further  reduces  the  inadequate  range 
accommodation  for  the  regular  and  aux- 
iliary garrison  of  the  Metropolis  ;  what 
steps  the  Government  propose  to  take  to 
grapple  with  this  difficulty,  and  to  enable 
the  defenders  of  the  country  to  be  trained 
in  the  use  of  the  weapons  with  which 
they  are  armed  ;  and  if  he  will  consider 
the  increased  difficulties  which  Metropo- 
litan and  Urban  Volunteers  have,  owing 
to  this  want  of  ranges,  in  complying  with 
the  additional  musketry  requirements  of 
the  War  Office  as  regards  the  capitation 
grant  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
The  Company  to  which  this  range  be- 
longs, having  been  deprived  of  their 
rights  over  some  land  at  the  extreme  end 
of  it,  the  War  Office  oertificaie  autho- 
rising it  as  a  safe  range  has  been  with- 
drawn, and  the  Commandine  Officers  of 
the  Volunteer  corps  which  l^ave  been 
using  the  range  have  been  informed  of 
the  withdraHval.  I  presume  that  its  use 
by  them  has  ceased.  It  is  not  required 
for  the  Regulars,  and  they  do  not  use  it. 
I  have  not  heard  of  any  accidents  having 
occurred  such  as  are  indicated,  but  I  am 
aware  that  some  of  the  neighbouring  re- 
sidents have  obj^ted  to  the  shooting. 
The  range  belongs  to  a  private  Company, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  has  no  power 
to  interfere  Airther  with  the  control  of 
.their  property.  Undoubtedly  the  with- 
drawal of  the  certificate  from  the  range 
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ftt  Staines  will,  for  a  time,  reduce  tbe 
available  accommodatioQ  for  the  Volun- 
teers. The  Government  do  not  propose 
further  to  intervene  in  the  matter,  as 
existing  Regulations  empower  Yolutiteer 
eorps  to  oombioe  for  the  provision  of 
suitable  ranges.  The  new  Musketry 
Regulations  in  no  way. increase  the  diffi- 
culty of  providing  ranges  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  rather  simplify  the  question. 

CoLONBL  HOWARD  VINCENT  : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bear  in 
mind  the  enormous  difficulties  Volunteer 
eorps  experience  in  finding  a  range  ? 

Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER:  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  at  the  present 
time  the  people  of  this  district  are  in 
danger  by  reason  of  the  use  of  this 
range? 

•Mr.  GAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  repeat  that  I  have  no  control  over 
the  range  so  long  as  it  is  used  for 
practice  only.  All  I  can  do  is  to 
withdraw  the  certificate,  allowing  it  to 
be  used  for  ordinary  prescribed  firing. 
Obviously  the  Company  who  own  it 
may  allow  or  prevent  anyone  using  it. 
As  to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  question, 
and  the  purposes  of  the  capitation  grant, 
that  is  a  large  subject  with  which  I 
should  not  like  to  deal  in  an  answer. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  AND  THE  NATIONAL 
TELEPHONE  COMPANT. 

Mr.  harry  FOSTER  (Suffolk, 
Lowestoft)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  he  is  correctly  reported 
in  Hansard  of  31st  August,  1893,  to 
have  promised,  in  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Canterbury,  that  the  pro- 
posed Agreement  between  the  Post  Office 
and  the  National  Telephone  Company 
should  be  submitted  to  Parliament  for 
their  sanction ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  Chairman  of  the  National  Tele^one 
Company,  in  his  address  to  the /share- 
holders, is  reported  in  The  Times  of  the 
26th. instant  to  have  stated  that  all  diffi- 
culties in  the  matter  had  now  been  prac- 
tically overcome,  and.  the  agreement 
would  shortly  be  submitted  for  confirma- 
tion to .  the  House  of  Commons  ;  and 
whether  the  House  will  be  given-  an 
opportunity  of  considering  the  Agree- 
ment, having  regard  to  the  pledges  giir^n 
by  him.  and  thB'  very  impoirtant  public 
interesta  involved,  before  the  Agree- 
ment becomes  a  definite  ax^l  binding 
contract  ?  ..    . 

Mr,  Campbell'Bannerman 


Mb.  a.  MORLEY  :  I  did  not,  on  the 
31st  August,  1893,  say  that  the  Agree- 
ment would  be  submitted  to  Parliament 
for  their  sanction*  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  refer  to  the  report  he  will  see  that 
I  merely  said  that  it  would  be  submitted 
to  Parliament,  and,  as  at  that  time  it  was 
not  intended  to  lay  the  Agreement  on  the 
Table  before  it  was  finally  signed,  it  is 
clear  that  I  could  npt  have  intended  to 
ask  Parliament  for  their  isanction.  On 
the  8th  of  September  several  questions 
were  addressed  to  me,  including  one  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  late  Postmaster 
General,  and  I  then  stated  that  in  view 
of  what  appeared  to  be  the  iutention  of 
some  Members  of  the  Select  Committee 
of  1892,  I  had  decided  to  lay  the  Agree- 
ment on  the  Table  before  it  was  signed. 
To  that  decision  I  adhere  ;  and  I  hope 
to  be  in  a  position  to  do  so  before  the 
House  goes  into  Committee  on  the  Tele- 
graph Estimates.  I  observe  that  in  the 
speech  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers, 
the  Chairman  of  the  National  Telephone 
Company  is  reported  to  have  said — 

•*  We  are,  of  course,  advised  that  the  Agree- 
ment is  already  in  existenoe,  having  been  signed 
two  yeaan  ago  on  behalf  of  the  Gtoveniment 
and  this  Company." 

and,  he  added, 

"  I  apprehend  no  serious  objection  being  raised 
to  it  by  the  House  of  Gommoas." 

INLAND  REVENUE   BUSINESS   IN   BER- 
WICKSHIRE. 

.  Mb.  jacks  (Sth-lingshire)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasm-y  if  he 
is  aware  that  the  Inland  Revenue  basiness 
in  Berwickshire  is  conducted  by  officials 
in  Dumfriesshire;  that  their  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  district  and  of  the  in- 
dustries of  the  County  of  Berwick  causes 
much  inconvenienoe  and  dissatisfaction  ; 
if  he  will  explain  why  this  state  of 
things,  exists ;  and  if  be  will  take  steps 
to  have  it  remedied  ? 
•The  SECIfETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  J.  T.  HiBBEET,  Oldham) : 
It  is  not  understood  to  what  particular 
branch  of  Inland  Revenue  business  the 
question  refers.  If  to  the  collection  of 
taxes,  I  am  informed  that,  although  the 
Collector  of  Inland  Revenue  who  receives 
the  taxes  for  Berwickshire  is  st^^ioned  at 
Dumfries,  he  Isolds  a  sitting  ^n  th^.  c^upty 
tqwn  of  Berwickshii;e  in.Januafy^,  J^o 
cqmpl^nt  of  inconvenience  witjii.  j:egard 
to  the  coUectipn.  of  t^es  appQars^tp  have 
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ranched    the  loland  Bevenae,   nor  amy 
expressioa  of  dissatisfaction, 

DUBLIN  SORTING  OFFICE, 
Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master GreDeral  whether  the  revision  of 
the  Sorting  Office,  Dublin  General  Post 
Office,  has  yet  been  competed,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  under  consideration 
for  a  long  time  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  The  proposal  for 
the  revision  of  the  Sorting  Office,  Dublin 
General  Post  Office,  has  not  yet  been 
received  in  this  Office.  I  am  informed 
that  it  is  still  under  consideration  in 
Dublin,  but  that  it  cannot  be  completed 
satisfactorily  until  after  the  openiug  of 
the  now  Parcel  Sorting  Office. 

IMPERIAL  PENNY  POSTAGE. 

Captaik  SINCLAIR  .  (l>«mbarton. 
shire)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  the  Official  Report  of 
the  Wellington  Postal  Conference  has 
been  received ;  whether  he  can  state  to 
the  House  the  purport  of  the  Report  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  Imperial  Penny 
Postage  ;  and  whether  any  later  expres- 
flions  of  opinion  have  been  received  from 
any  of  the  Colonial  Governments  on  the 
subject  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  I  have  now  re- 
ceived the  Official  Re|K>rt ;  and  the 
resolution  of  the  Colonial  Conference  on 
the  subject  mentioned  is  in  the  following 
terms : — 

PENNY  POSTAGE  FROM  GREAT  BRITAIN 
TO  AUSTRALIA. 
Besolved,  **  That  with  regard  to  the  proposals 
from  time  to  time  made  for  penny  postage 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  and, 
more  recently,  that  such  be  adopted  for  letters 
from  the  United  Kingdom*  leaving  the  rate 
from  the  Colonies  as  at  present,  this  Conference, 
while  recognising  the  desirableness  of  adopting 
the  lowest  possible  rate,  desires  to  express  the 
opinion  that  the  heavy  cost  of  providing  speedy 
and  regular  oommankation  does  not  admit  of 
any  farther  redaction  being  made  at  the  present 
time,  the  reduction  to  2|d.  in  1891  having 
resulted  in  an  annual  loss  to  the  Colonies  of 
about  illOfOOO ;  and  that  the  partial  redactkm 
propoied^taamely,  in  the  .rate  from  Great 
Bfitaiii — would  be  most  nndesirable,  as  such  a 
measure  would  compel  the  Colonies  to  reduce 
their  inland  and  intercolonial  rates  from  Sd.  to* 
Id.,  inrolring  a  probable  loss  to  them  of 
4250,000  per  annum,  In  addition  to  that 
alkeady  mentioned  as  the  result  of  the  reduction 
to  SJd.,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  be 
transmitted  to  the  Impexial  Goyemment.*' 

The  only  later  expression  of    opinion 
VOL.  XXYIL    [rouBTH  sbbixs.] 


which  has  been  received  from  any  Colonial 
Government  on  the  subject  is  a  telegram 
from  New  South  Wales  to  the  Agen4; 
Qeoeral  for  that  Colony  in  the  following 
terms : — 

"  Inform  Lord  Bipon  we  repudiate  any  action 
taken  by  Mr.  Heaton  re  Penny  Postage,  and 
have  sent  the  fbllowing  telegram  to  Victorian 
Government.  This  Government  dissents  from 
the  proposed  cable  messa^  to  Mr.  Henniker 
Heaton  for  the  reasons  urged  at  the  Conference 
by  the  Postmaster  General  and  other  delegates. 
Mr.  Heaton  in  no  way  represents  this  Colony  in 
his  views  in  postal  matters.'* 

Mr.  henniker  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  Is  the  Postmaster  General 
aware  that  Sir  James  Patterson,  Prime 
Minister  of  Victoria,  has  denounced  the 
action  of  the  New  Zealand  Postal  Con- 
ference as  foolish  and  not  in  accordance 
with  Australian  public  opinion  ;  that  he 
has  telegraphed  to  the  other  Australian 
Grovernments  cordially  approving  of  Irn* 
perial  penny  postage  and  my  action  ;  that 
the  Governments  of  New  Zealand,  Tas* 
mania,  and  Victoria  also  concurred  in  a 
request  to  send  to  England  a  telegram  to 
this  effect ;  and  that  the  Government  of 
New  South  Wales  (Sir  George  Dibbs) 
which  has  dissented,  was  turqed  out  of 
Office  a  few  days  after  the  despatch  of 
the  telegram  to  the  Agent  General  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  :  IJo  doubt  the 
telegram  from  ^QTew  South  Wales  was  in 
answer  to  the  one  from  the  Victorian 
Government, 

CRUELTY  TO  CHILDREN. 
Mr.  POWELL  WILLIAMS  (Bir- 
mingham,  S.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  case  of  Elizabeth  Saunders*  con- 
victed on  the  23rd  instiMit  at  Westminster 
Police  Court  of  cruelty  to  three  children, 
and  sentenced  by  Mr.  de  Rutzen  to  a 
term  of  three  months*  imprisonment  for 
each  offence,  or  nine  months  in  all ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Provincial 
Justices,  sitting  in  Petty  Sessions,  are 
advised  by  the  Magistrates'  clerks  that 
under  the  S^mmary  Jurisdiction  Acts 
they  cannot  sentence  any  prisoner  to  a 
punishment  exceeding  a  term  of  six 
months  with  hard  labour,  except  in 
cases  of  failure  to  find  security  for  good 
behaviour  at  the  end  of  that  term  ;  and 
whether  the  London  Police  Magistrates 
have  larger  powers  of  punishment  than 
Provincial  Magistrates  sitting  in  Petty 
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SessioDB  possess  ;  or  whether  it  is  to  be 
understood  that  Coatts  of  Sammarj 
Jurisdiction  both  in  the  Metropolis  and 
in  the  Provinces  have  powers  to  inflic^t 
cumulative  sentences  which  maj  extend 
beyond  six  months'  hard  labour  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  advised  by 
the  Chief  Magistrate  that  the  only 
restriction  in  any  statute  to  the  passing 
by  Justices  of  consecutive  sentences  is 
contained  in  the  18  th  section  of  the 
Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  1879,  which 
only  restricts  the  power  in  respect  of 
several  assaults  committed  on  the  same 
occasion.  The  Loudon  Police  Magistrates 
have  no  larger  powers  than  Provincial 
Magistrates,  and  the  sentence  passed  on 
Elizabeth  Saunders  was  perfectly  legal, 
and  might  have  been  properly  passed  by 
Provincial  Magistrates  sitting  in  Petty 
Sessions. 

Mr.  POWELL  WILLIAMS:  Then 
if  there  had  been  six  children  instead  of 
three  the  Magistrate  would  have  had 
power  to  inflict  18  months*  imprisonment  ? 
Is  that  a  proper  power  for  him  to  possess  ? 
I  will  call  attention  to  this  matter  on  the 
Estimates. 

MILITARY  AND  ORPHAN  FUNDS  IN 
,      INDIA. 

Sir  G.  BADEN-POWELL  (Liver- 
pool,  Kirkdale)  :  In  the  absence  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Central  Hull, 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  when  the  last 
valuations  of  the  Bengal,  Madras,  and 
Bombay  Military  and  Orphan  Funds 
were  mad^  ;  and  whether  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Clause  2  of  the 
Act  29  Vic,  cl  18,  it  is  possible  to  in- 
crease the  benefits  now  receivable  by  the 
subscribers  and  their  families,  and  to 
whom  the  surplus  of  those  funds  will 
ultimately  revert  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  H.  H.,  Fowler,  Wolver- 
hampton, E.) :  The  last  and  only  valua- 
tioi^  o^  these  funds  were  made  in  1863 
(Madras),  1869  (Bengal  Military),  1870 
(Bombay),  and  1872  (Bengal  Orphan). 
Since  the  passing  of  the  Act  quoted  by 
ttie  hon.  Member  and  on  a  consideration 
of  the  said  valuations,  additional  benefits 
were  coc^erred  on  subscribers  and  their 
^milies  as  a  iiual  adjustment,  and  no 
further  concessions  can  be  made.  There 
is  no  surplus,  as  the  assets  and  liabilities 

.  Mr.  Powell  WilliamM 


were  merged  into  the  general  reYenues 
of  the  Government  of  India  on  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  since  which  time  no 
separate  accounts  have  been  kept. 

INDIAN  FOBEST  SSBVICB   DBPABT- 

HENT. 
Sir  B.  temple  (Surrey,  Kingston): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
covenanted  members  of  the  Forest  Ser- 
vice Department  of  India  memorialised 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  10  years 
ago,  praying  that  the  scale  of  pensions 
applicable  to  covenanted  officers  of  the 
public  works  should  be  granted  to  them  ; 
whether  the  Government  of  India 
repeatedly  recommended  the  grant  of 
this  scale  of  pensions,  including  special 
additional  pensions  of  conservators 
of  the  first  and  second  grades 
and  Inspector  General ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  in  the  prospectus  of  the  forest 
curriculum  of  Cooper^s  Hill  it  is  stated 
that  forest  officers  have  been  placed  ou 
an  equality  with  public  works  officers  in 
the  matter  of  pensions,  and  that  nothing 
to  this  effect  has  been  published  in  India  ; 
whether  the  concessions,  including  special 
pensions  to  conservators  and  Inspector 
General,  have  been  granted  to  officers 
now  in  the  forest  service  and  to  those  to 
be  appointed  hereafter;  whether  forest 
officers  have  in  every  respept  been  placed 
on  terms  of  equality  with  public  works 
officers,  as  stated  in  Coopei'^s  Hill 
prospectus ;  and  whether,  if  the  con- 
cessions have  not  been  granted,  copies  of 
the  several  recommendations  and  of  the 
replies  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  ? 

•Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  :  My  answer  to 
the  hon.  Baronet's  first  question  is,  Tes. 
With  regard  to  the  second  question,  the 
first  recommendation  of  the  Government 
of  India  did  not  include  the  grant  to 
forest  officers  of  the  speciftl  scale  of  pen* 
sions  which,  for  exceptional  reasons,  bad 
been  granted  to  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment alone.  But  in  1889  they  did 
make  such  a  recommendation  as  is  de- 
scribed in  the  question ;  and  they  repeated 
it  in  1891  and  1898,  My  answer  to  the 
third  question  is,  Yes.  With  regard  to 
the  fourth  question,  in  a  Despatch  of  the 
21st  of  September,  1893,  the  Secretary 
of  JState  authorised  the  grant  to  forest 
ol^cers  appointed  from '  Euglilnd  of 
'        .    •  .■•///../ 
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peoAiona  on  the  same  terms  as  aie  per" 
mitted  in  the  case  of  civil  eDgineero, 
up  to  a  maximum  of  Rs.  5,000  a  jear, 
with  an  addition  of  Rs.  1,000  in  the  case 
of  officers  who  shall  have  rendered  not 
less  than  three  years'  approved  service  as 
the  head  of  the  department  in  anj  pro- 
vince, and  whose  special  merits  may  be 
considered  to  be  deserving  of  such  a 
concession.  In  reply  to  the  fifth  ques- 
tion, forest  officers  appointed  from  Eng- 
land, who  are  now  in  or  hereafter  enter 
the  service,  will  receive  the  same  pen- 
sionary benefit  as  engineers  hereafter 
appointed,  but  not  the  exceptionally  high 
pensions  granted  in  past  years  to  the 
Public  Works  Department.  Thfe  Corre- 
spondence is  still  incomplete,  but  when 
it  is  complete  there  will  be  no  objection 
to  lay  it  on  the  Table. 

CABLOW  DISTRICT  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  barton  (Armagh,  Mid):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
has  yet  received  the  Official  Report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Boaid  of  Governors 
of  the  Carlow  District  Lunatic  Asylum, 
held  on  the  13th  instant ;  is  he  aware 
that  the  Board  of  Governors  proceeded 
to  elect  an  assistant  medical  officer  on 
that  day  ;  that  the  resident  medical  su- 
perintendent had  by  advertisement  noti- 
fied that  the  election  would  not  take 
place  on  that  day,  and  by  letter  informed 
one  of  the  candidates  that  it  would  not 
take  place;  and  that  the  agenda  papers 
distributed  to  the  Governors  contained 
no  notice  that  the  election  would  thke 
place ;  whether  the  election  held  under 
the  circumstances  on  that  date  was  in- 
valid ;  and  whether  an  opportunity  will 
be  given  to  the  Governors  of  holding  a 
valid  election  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  \  The  Minutes  of 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
at  their  meeting  held  on  the  13th  instant 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Government. 
The  question  of  the  validity  of  the  elec- 
tion tO'  the  office  of  assistant  medical 
officer  is  at 'present  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Law  Officers,  and,  pending 
their  opinion  on  the  matter,  it  is  inad* 
vtsable  to  discuss  the  details  arising  out 
of  the  election. 

EVICTION  AT  MUNGRBT. 
Mr.  BARTON  :   I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 


of  Ireland  whether  he  can  give  any  in-^ 
formation  to  the  House  with  reference  ta 
the  violent  resistance,  on  Wednesday 
last,  of  a  tenant  named  Bridgman,  near 
Mungret,  County  Limerick,  to  eviction 
for  five  years'  arrears  of  rent ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  agent  was  struck  on 
the  head  with  an  iron  bar,  the  Sheriff 
tripped  up  and  otherwise  obstructed,  and 
two  bailifis  wounded  ;  and  whether  he 
intends  to  take  any  further  steps  with 
reference  to  any  of  the  persons  con- 
cerned ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  On  the  25th  of 
July,  Mr.  O'Brien,  the  landlord's  agent, 
went  with  Mr.  Hobson,  the  sub- 
Sheriff,  for  the  purpose  of  evicting  a 
tenant  named  John  Bridgman,  who 
farmed  31  acres  of  land  near  Mungret, 
County  Limerick,  at  a  rent  of  £31,  and 
against  whom  a  decree  for  possession  for 
non-pajment  had  been  issued  amounting 
to  £106.  Bridgman  gave  up  possession 
to  the  Sheriff,  but  his  son  was  hostile, 
and  a  crowd  of  about  30  men  and  women 
assembled.  When  the  bailiffs  put  out 
the  goods  Bridgman  refused  to  leave,  and 
the  Sheriff  caught  him  by  the  shoulder 
and  pushed  him  ;  he  resisted,  but  other- 
wise the  Sheriff  was  not  assaulted.  Mr. 
O'Brien  was  struck  on  the  bead  witli  a  bar, 
and  lost  blood,  but  no  serious  injury  was 
inflicted,  and  he  will  not  prosecute  for  the 
assault.  No  police  protection  was  requi- 
sitioned, but  when  passing  the  police  bar- 
racks a  few  minntes  before  the  eviction, 
the  Sheriff  appears  to^'have  asked  for 
protection,  which  could  not  be  given, 
as  there  was' only  one  man  in  the  bar- 
racks. A  similar  request  was  then  made 
to  a  barrack  in  another  district,  but  the 
police  there  could  not  give  protection 
without  authority.  What  occurred  was 
altogether  due  to  the  action  of  the  Sheriff 
in  going  out  to  evict  Bridgman  without 
sending  in  a  leqaisition  for  police  protec- 
tion in  the  regular  manner.  The  Sheriff 
subsequently  applied  for  protection  in  tfa& 
ordinary  way  for  July  28,  and  the 
eviction  was  duly  carried  out  on  that 
day  without  any  trouble.  It  does  not 
appear  that  two  bailiffs  were  wounded, 
bnt  I  hfl(Ve  called  for  further  infonha- 
tioa  on  this  point.  Inquiries  will  al8<5 
be  made  as'  to  whether  the  police  have 
initiated  proceedings. 

Mr.  barton  inquired  if  it  was  in- 
tended that  the  benefits  of  the  Eviction 
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Bill  Bhould  be  conferred  on  such  tenants 
M  these? 

Mr.  J.  Morlet's  reply  was  in- 
audible. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY:  Did  not  the 
Sheriff  apply  for  assistance  ?  On  what 
ground  was  it  refused  by  the  police  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  They  did  apply 
for  assistance ;  but,  as  I  explained,  there 
was  only  one  nuin  at  the  barracks. 

EVICTED  TENANCIES  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  fisher  (Fulham)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
now  give  the  House  an  accurate  estimate 
of  the  aggregate  rental  of  the  whole 
field  of  the  evicted  tenancies  which  may 
come  under  the  action  of  the  Evicted 
Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill ;  whether  he  will 
furnish  the  Members  of  the  House  with 
figures  showing  the  number  of  the 
claimants  before  the  Mathew  Commission 
whose  tenancies  were  determined  in  each 
year  between  1879  and  1894  ;  and  the 
total  rental  of  the  holdings  so  deter- 
mined in  each  year  from  1879  to  1894 
respectively  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  The  total  esti- 
mated number  of  claimants  coming  under 
the  Evicted  Tenants  (Irebnd)  Bill  is 
4,076,  and  the  aggregate  rental  £142,077. 
Of  these,  3,676  were  claimants  with 
an  aggregate  rental  of  £130,077  before 
the  Mathew  Commission,  and  400  the 
number  of  persons  who  have  been  evicted 
since  January,  1893,  and  who  may  pro- 
bably appear  as  claimants,  with  an  aggre- 
gate rental  of  £12,000.  The  cases  of 
the  claimants  before  the  Mathew  Com- 
missiou  could  be  classified  by  each  year, 
but  this  would  involve  some  time.  It 
would  not  be  practicable  to  make  such  a 
classificatioif  of  the  possible  claimants 
since  that  Commission,  the  figures  in  their 
case  being  necessarily  an  estimate.  The 
original  estimate  of  the  probable  amount 
was  thus  an  under-estimate,  the  average 
rental  under  Appendix  G  not  having  been 
at  the  time  available. 

BOARD  OF  IRISH  LIGHTS. 
Mr.  FIELD  :  I  beg  to  abk  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  the  Board  of  Irish  Lights 
were  within  their  rights  in  refusing  in* 
formation  about  contracts  to  a  Member 
of  this  House,  who  requires  the  parti- 
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culars  CD  behalf  of  his  working  men  con- 
stituents ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  It  would  be  con- 
venient if  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
give  notice  of  this  question  to  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Bryoe,  Aberdeen,  S.)  : 
The  control  of  the  Board  of  Trade  over 
the  Lighthouse  Authorities  is  a  financial 
one  only,  and  I  have  no  power  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Board  of  Irish  Lights  on 
such  a  matter  as  the  hon.  Member  refers 
to. 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  will  bring  in  a  Bill  this 
Session  to  alter  the  eonstitution  of  the 
Irish  Lights  Board,  and  to  extend  the 
franchise  upon  which  they  are  elected  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  I  have  alreadj 
stated  to  the  House  that  the  present  con- 
stitution of  the  Board  of  Irish  Lights 
cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  and 
that  I  was  aware  of  the  desirability  of 
having  a  representative  element  intro- 
duced on  the  Board.  The  subject  is 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  the  Department  more  immediately 
concerned.  I  do  not,  however,  see  any 
prospect  of  legislation  on  the  subject 
being  introduced  this  Session. 

INSPECTORS  OF  METALLIFEROUS 
MINES. 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (Cumberknd, 
Penrith)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
Mr.  Leek,  Postmaster  at  Cleator  Moor, 
who  has  recently  been  appointed  Assistant 
Inspector  of  Metalliferous  Mines,  has 
passed  any  examination  entitling  him  to 
receive  a  first-class  certificate  as  manager 
of  a  mine  ;  and  whether  he  is  within  the 
limit  of  age  prescribed  for  candidates  for 
appointments  as  Inspectors  of  Mines  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  For  the  appoint- 
ment of  Inspectors  of  Metalliferous 
Mines  per  $e  no  limit  of  age  or  qnalifi- 
cation  as  to  previous  employment  under* 
ground  has  as  yet  been  prescribed,  the 
few  appointments  of  the  kind  having 
been  conferred  upon  gentlemen  who,  on 
account  of  their  training  and  experience, 
have  been  considered  qualified  to  hold 
them. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1406 


TU  DiUi 


{91  Jtvr  1894) 


Minis  try. 


1406 


Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHEB  :  Will  this 
gentlemaD  be  called  apon  to  eatisfy  the 
Civil  Service  examiners  or  to  pass  anj 
examinatioD  before  he  undertakes  these 
duties,  and  is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  this  Mr.  Leek  is  the  same 
gentleman  who  acted  as  electioneering 
agent  for  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Comberland  at  the  last  election,  and 
received  £100  for  his  services  ? 
•Mr.  ASQUITH  :  This  is  the  first  I 
have  heard  that  Mr.  Leek  acted  as 
electioneering  agent  for  any  gentleman. 
Mr.  Leek  will  not  be  required  to  pass  any 
examination.  He  is  one  of  the  batch  of 
three  Inspectors  of  MetaUiferous  Mines 
whom  I  have  appointed,  and  in  the  case 
of  all  of  them  the  Treasury  has  not 
pressed  for  an  examination,  as  the  gentle- 
men are  specially  qualified. 

Mr.  woods  (Lancashire,  S.E., 
Ince)  :  Has  Mr.  Leek  any  practical  ex- 
perience of  mining  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  Yes,  very  con- 
siderable. 

Mr.  STUABT-WGRTLEY  (Shef- 
field, Haliam)  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  adhere  to  the  statement  that 
all  the  qualifications  as  to  age,  technical 
requirements,  and  service  underground 
have  not  hitherto  been  required  for  In- 
spectors both  of  coal  mines  and  of  metal* 
liferous  mines  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  They  have  been 
always  required  where  the  Inspectors 
have  to  inspect  both  coal  and  iron  mines. 

Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY  :  Then 
I  would  ask  whether  this  gentleman, 
after  he  has  received  his  appointment, 
will  not,  under  Section  39  of  the  Coal 
Mines  Act,  1887,  be  qualified  to  act  as  a 
Coal  Mines  Inspector  ? 
♦Mr.  ASQUITH  :  No  ;  it  has  been 
specially  inserted  as  one  of  the  conditions 
of  his  employment  that  he  shall  not  so 
act 

Mr.  J.  W.  LGWTHER:  I  beg  to 
give  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  notice 
that  I  shall  on  the  first  opportunity 
available  call  attention  to  this  matter. 

SAND  HEAPS  IN  LONDON  PARKS. 
Mr.  CROSFIELD  (Lincoln)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether  he  can  provide  a  heap  of 
clean  sand  for  the  amusement  of  the 
childrtti  who  frequent  the  St.  James*  and 
Green  Parks  ? 


The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  H.  Gladstone,  Leeds, 
W.)  :  I  am  inquiring  of  the  London 
County  Council  as  to  the  result  of  experi- 
ments they  have  made  in  this  direction. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  :  Is  there  any 
known  method  of  keeping  the  sand  clean 
when  it  has  been  provided  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

RATING  OF  GOVBBNMBNT  BUILDINGS. 
Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  the  Treasury  valuer  is 
charged  with  the  valuation  for  rating 
purposes  of  land  and  buildings  main- 
tained at  the  expense  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  as  well  as  of  those  paid 
for  out  of  British  Revenues  ;  and,  if  not, 
what  is  the  system  upon  which  India 
Office  property  is  valued  for  rates  ;  and 
whether  the  official  valuer,  if  any,  for  the 
India  Office  can  exercise  the  same  check 
upon  the  valuation  for  rating  purposes  in 
the  case  of  Indian  property  as  is  exer- 
cised by  the  Treasury  valuer  in  the  case 
of  the  property  of  all  British  Depart- 
ments ? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  The  Treasury 
valuer  is  not  directly  charged  with  the 
valuation  for  rating  purposes  of  land  and 
buildings  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the' 
Government  of  India,  but  he  assists  in 
the  valuation  of  such  property  when 
called  upon.  Property  occupied  by  the 
Indian  Government  is  exempt  from  rate- 
ability  equally  with  that  occupied  by  the 
Home  Government,  and  the  exemption 
rests  on  the  same  grounds.  The  India 
Office  stands  iu  regard  to  the  giving  of 
contributions  for  its  property  in  precisely 
the  same  position  as  the  Treasury  stands 
in  regard  to  giving  contributions  for  pro- 
perty occupied  by  the  Home  Government 

THE  DIBBS  MINISTRY. 
Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  any  telegram  has 
been  received  at  the  Colonial  Office  from 
the  Governor  of  New  South  Wales 
announcing  the  resignation  of  the  Dibbs 
Ministry,  and  the  refusal  of  the  Governor 
to  appoint  a  number  of  gentlemen  to  the 
Legislative  Council  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  retiring  Ministry  ;  if  so,  whe- 
ther he  is  in  a  position  to  communicate 
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the  oontentB  of*  the  OoreraOt^  •  Mesd&ge 
to  the  House  ? 

The  UI^DER  SECRETARY  ar 
STATE  FOB  THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  S- 
BuxTOX,  Tower  Hamleto^  Poplar) :  Sir 
George  Dibbs*  Miuistrj  desireil  to  add 
10  gentlemen  to  the  Legislative  Council^ 
the  Governor  thereupon  offered  to  add 
three.  This  proposal  was,  however, 
declined,  and  the  Government  thereupon 
resigned.  Mr.  Reid  is  now  engaged  in 
forming  a  Government. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND :  Has  a  Colonial 
Governor  the  power  to  refuse  to  nominate 
gentlemen  to  the  Legislative  CouocU 
when  recommended  by  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  ;  A  Colonial 
Governor  has  the  power  to  refuse  the  pro- 
posals of  his  Ministry,  but  he  is  under 
the  obligation,  if  they  resign  in  conse- 
quence, to  find  another  Government  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  the  country. 

THE  ARMENIAN  PRISONERS  IN 
TURKEY. 

Mr.  SCHWA^'^"  (Manchester,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affau-s  whether  he  is 
able  to  communicate  the  results  of  the 
renewed  efforts  which  Her  Majesty's 
Ambassador  at  Constantinople  has  been 
desired  to  make  on  behalf  of  the  Arme- 
nian Archbishops  of  Marash  and  Zeitoum 
and  the  Bishops  of  Hadjiu  and  Arabgir, 
whose  liberation  is  claimed  on  the  ground 
that  they  have  been  unjustly  punished  ; 
whether  success  has  attended  the  efforts 
of  Sir  Philip  Currie  to  obtain  the  release 
of  the  prisoners  detained  without  trial  in 
the  prisons  of  Aleppo,  Sivas,  Angora, 
Van,  Yuzgat,  Adana,  and  Sinope  ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  frequent  repre- 
sentations in  this  House  and  elsewhere  of 
the  position  of  these  untried  prisoners, 
the  Government  will  lay  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  further  Papers  giving  in- 
formation as  to  the  steps  taken  on  behalf 
of  the  Armenians  in  Turkey  ? 

Sir  E.  grey  :  I  informed  the  hon. 
Member  on  the  19th  of  April  that  in  the 
opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  it 
would  serve  no  useful  purpose  to  make 
any  representation  on  behalf  of  the 
exiled  Bishops  of  Hadjin  and  Arabgir. 
In  May  last  the  cases  of  the  Archbishops 
of  Marash  and  Zeitoum  were  brought 
before  the  Grind  Vizier  by  Her  Majesty's 
Embassy  with  a  view  to  obtain  some 
mitigation  of  their  sentences.     The  reply 
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was  thai  they  h$d  been  properly  con- 
victed and  merited  their  smitences.  It 
is,  unfortunately,  the  case  that  many 
Armenian  prisoners  are  still  awaiting 
trial,  ahd  that  the  efforts  of  Her  Majesty's 
Representatives  in  Turkey  to  hasten 
their  trial  have  not  lieen  suocessfol,  but 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  never 
undertaken  to  ask  for  their  unoonditional 
release.  Her  Majesty's  Government  do 
not  consider  it  desirable  to.  lay  Papers 
relating  to  one  phase  only  of  the  Ar- 
menian question,  and  they  have  frequently 
stated  that  a  full  publication  of  the 
corresp<»idenoe  would  not  be  of  advan- 
tage. 

ARMY  MEDICAL  STAFF. 
Mr.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  officers  of  the 
Army  Medical  Staff  having  servants  from 
the  Medical  Staff  Corps  are  obliged  to 
make  up  their  departmental  pay,  about 
15s.  monthly,  in  addition  to  the  sum  laid 
down  in  the  Queen's  Regulations  as 
applicable  to  officers  of  other  corps  ;  and 
if  he  will  take  steps  to  place  the  officers 
of  the  Army  Medical  Staff  on  an  equality 
with  other  officers,  regarding  soldier 
servants  ? 

•Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
Officers  of  the  Army  Medical  Staff  are 
allowed  the  privilege  of  employing  men 
of  their  own  corps  as  servants,  but  they 
are  not  required  to  employ  them,  and 
may  receive  the  same  money  allowance 
in  lieu  as*  is  issuable  to  'staff  and  other 
departmental  officers.  If  they  choose  lo 
employ  a  soldier  of  the  Medical  Staff 
Corps  they  have  to  make  up  to  the  man 
the  .corps  pay,  which  is  only  issuable  by 
the  public  when  he  is  employed  on  corps 
duty.  The  same  rule  as  to  corps  pay 
applies  to  officers  of  other  departmental 
corps  ;  and  as  there  is  some  difficulty  in 
providing  soldier  servants  for  regimental 
officers,  it  is  not  considered  desirable  to 
withdraw  soldiers  from  their  regiments 
to  act  as  servants  to  officers  of  other 
corps  or  of  departments. 

WILLS  IN  THE  WELSH  LANGUAGE, 
Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire,  Eifion)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney 
General  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
officials  of  the  Probate  Registry  in  the 
cases  of  original  wills  written  in  Welsh 
decline  to  furnish  office  copies  of  such 
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original  wllk  when  duty  applied  for 
upon  a  qneetion  avising  as  to  the.  cop- 
reotness  oi  tke  tranalation  filed  .at  the 
Begistry;  whether  on  snab.a  quesitioD 
arising  it  is  permissible  in  cooBtniiiig  A 
will '  written  in  Welah  to  refer  to  the 
original ;  and  whether  he  will  take  steps 
to  secure  an  alteration  of  the  Probate* 
Begistrj  80  as  to  enable  parties  interested 
to  obtMn  copies  of  original  Welsh  wills  ? 
The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
J.  RiOBY,;  Forfar)  :  The  original  of  ,a 
will  in  Welsh  ean  always  be  seen  at.  the 
Registry  ill  which  a  translation  has  been 
proved.  If  a  copy  of  a  Welsh  will,  a 
translation  of  whioh  has  been  proved  in 
the  principal  Registry,  were  required  the 
party  requiring.it  would  be  rpermilted  to 
oopy  it  himself),  or  to  send  a  competent 
person  to  takM  a  copy.  An  office  copy 
under  seal  of  the  Court  of  an  or^^inal  will 
in  Welsh  would  not  be  given,  because 
probate  is  not  granted  of  such  original 
will,  but  of  the  translation  which  is 
attaehed  to  the  original.  No  difficulty 
has  been  ooeasioned  in  pi:actice ;  appli- 
oations  of  the  sort  are  eictremely  rare. 
With  reference  to  the  question  whether 
it  is  permissible,  in  construing  a  will 
written  in  Welsh,  to  refer  to  the  original, 
I  think  there  is  some  little  doubt  on  the 
matter,  hot  the  betiter  course  would  be  to 
faring  the  >  question  of  translation  before 
the  Probate.  Court,  and  if  necessary  have 
it  eorrected  there.  I  have  no  jurisdic* 
tion  whatsoerer  to  procure  any  alteration 
of  the  practice  of  the  Probate  Registry 
on  any  point,  and  I  cannot  undertake 
therefore  to  take  such  steps  as  are 
suggested  in  the  question. 

MO  TION. 


BDSINESS  OF  T^E  HOUSE  (PROCEDURE 
01^  THE   EVICTEb   TENANTS   (IRE- 
LAND) ARBITRATION  BILL.) 
RESOLUTION. 

Th«  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Sir  W.Harcourt,  Derby): 
In  submitting  to  the  House  the  Resoln«^ 
tion  of  which  I  have  given  notice^ .  I  am 
extremely  desirous  to  avoid  any  language 
which  may  give  offence  to  any  person  or 
to  any  Party  in  the  Houses  In  making 
this  Motion  I  would  rather  rely  on  what 
I  believe  to  be  the  sense  of  the  great 
majority  of  this  House-~«I    had  almost 


said  the  unanimons  jfeeliog  of  the  House 
—as  to  the  necessity  *  of  such  a  Motion. 
We,  at  least  on  these  Benches,  regard 
this  measure  of  the  Evicte^l  Tenants  Bill 
as  one  of  urgent  necessity,  as  an  admini- 
strative measure  conducing  to  peace  and 
goodwill  in  Ireland.  The  time  we  have 
proposed  In  this  Resolntion  to  allot  to 
this  discussion,  we  believe,  if  fairly 
employed,  is  adequate  and  ample  to 
dispose  of  the  debatable  questions  which 
this  measure  certainly  involves.  I  con- 
fess, speaking  for  myself,  that  I  am  not 
enamoured  of  these  exceptional  measures, 
and  I  resort  to  them  with  a  sincere  regret. 
But  if  I  am  asked  for  a  justification  of 
this  Motion,  I  would  refer  to  the  Order 
Book  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I 
would  beg  leave  to  alter  a  celebrated 
inscription,  and  say,  ^'  Si  argumentum 
qucBriSy  inspice,^  Those  who  look  at  the 
number  of  Amendments  to  the  Bill, 
which,  I  think,  cover  22  or  23  pages, 
will  realise  that  they  are  a  sufficient 
argument  in  this  case.  In  my  opinion, 
these  22  or  23  pages  of  Amendments  are 
not  an  index  of  what  is  requisite  for  the 
reasonable  discussion  of  such  a  measure 
as  this,  or  fair  Debate  upon  the  question 
it  involves.  I  will  not  go  into  an  analysis 
of  these  Amendments.  Each  man  is 
capable  of  forming  his  own  judgment  of. 
how  far  these  Amendments  are  confined 
to  raising  reasonable  issues  upon  the 
question.  I  may  refer  to  what  has- 
already  taken  place.  We  have  had  two 
full  days  of  Debate,  and  I  doubt  whether 
we  have  accomplished  two  lines  of  the 
Bill.  I  do  not  know  if  this  is  intended 
to  indicate  a  similar  rate  of  progress  on 
the  Bill.  If  that  is  so,  what  is  the 
prospect  of  the  future  ?  If  any  reason- 
able expectation  were  held  out  that  fair 
limits  would  be  placed  on  tho-discussion 
of  this  Bill  I  should  not  make  this 
Motion.  I  am  sincerely  desirous  of 
avoiding  giving  more  oJSTence  than  is 
necessary  in  this  matter,  and,  therefore, 
without  using  any  words  which  are 
calculated  to  cause  irritation,  I  submit  i 
this  Motion  to  the  judgment  of  the  >  . 
House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,' 
'*  That  the  proceedings  ia  Committee  and  on 
Beport,  and  on  the  Resolatioo  relating  to  Gna- 
r)^ltee8  and  Bxpenses,  oa  the  Evicted  TenanUi 
(Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill,  unless  previously 
disposed  of,  shall  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  at 
the  times  and  in  the  manner  hereinafter  men- 
tioned :— 
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(a>The  prooeedlagB  in  CbnitaiUee  on 
CUnse  1,  at  Sleven  pjn.  on  Thuraday, 
2Qd  August ; 
.  (b)  The  proceeding  in  Committee  on  the 
Money  Besolution,  and  on  Olaases  2 
and  8,  at  Eleven  p.m.  on  Friday,  3rd 
August; 

(c)  The  prooeedings  on  Report  of  the 
Honey  Basolntion,  and  in  Committee 
on  ClaoBes  4  and  5,  at  EleYen  p.m.  on 
Monday,  6th  August ; 

(d)  The  proceedings  in  Committee  on  the 
remaining  Clauses,  new  Government 
Claasefl,  Schedules,  and  new  Qotvem* 
meat  Schedules  (if  any)  at  Sleveu  p«m . 
on  Tuesday,  7th  August ; 

(e)  That  the  Consideration  of  the  Report 
be  appointed  for  Thuraiay,  9th  August, 
and,  if  not  previously  dteposed  of,  the 
prooeedings  thereon  be  concluded  at 
Eleven  p.m.  on  that  day. 

At  the  said  appointed  times  the  Speaker  or 
Chairman  shall  put  forthwith  the  Question  or 
Questions  on  any  Amendment  or  Motion  already 
proposedfrom  the  Chair,  and  shall  next  proceed 
successively  to  put  forthwith  the  Question  on 
snj  Amendments  moved  by  the  Govemmeut^  of 
which  Notice  has  been  given  (but  no  other 
Amendments),  and  on  every  other  Question 
xwcessary  to  dispose  of  the  allotted  business. 
In  the  ease  of  new  CUnses  and  Schedules  he 
shall  put  only  the  Question,  That  such  Olanse  or 
Schedule  be  added  to  the  Bill,  Until  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Committee,  as  soon  as  such 
allotted  business  has  been  disposed  of,  the 
Chairman  shall  report  Progress,  and  at  the  con- 
elusion  he  shall  report  the  Bill  to  the  Hoose. 
The  Question  on  the  Motion  appointing  the 
next  consideration  of  the  Bill  shall  be  put 
forthwith. 

Proceedings  under  this  Order  shall  not  be  in- 
terrupted under  the  provisions  of  any  Standing 
Ord^  relating  to  the  sittings  of  the  House. 

After  the  passing  of  this  Order  no  diUktoiy 
Motion  on  the  Bill,  nor  under  Standing  Order 
17,  nor  Motion  to  postpone  a  Clause,  shall  be 
received,  unless  moved  by  a  Minister  in'  charge 
of  the  Bill,  and  the  question  on  any  such  Motion 
shall  be  put  forthwith."— (Sr**  Chancellor  of  the 
JEmehequer,) 

Mr.  a.  J,  BALFOUB  (Manchester, 
E.):  Mr.  Sp^ker,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  the  Leader  of  the  House  has  told  us 
that  he  moves  the  Motion  you  have  just 
read  from  the  Chair  with  a  great  feeling 
of  reluctanee,  and  nobody  who  heard 
what  I  suppose  he  would  describe  as  a 
defence  of  the  proceeding,  which  has 
just  come  from  him,  can  doubt  the  abso* 
lute  sincerity  of  the  avowal.  Never  in 
the  history  of  Parliament  has  a  proposal 
like  this  been  made  ;  never  in  the  history 
of  Parliament  has  it  been  suggested  after 
two  days'  Debate  in  Committee,  and  two 
days  only,  that  our  further  proceedings 
should  be  gagged ;  and  yet  the  Minister 
who  is  capable  of  making  this  proposal 


thinks  it  enough  to  come  down  to  this » 
House  and  express  in  a  few  pevfuDctory 
words  his  regret  at  the  proceedings  he 
has  adopted,  hut  neither  by  argument  nor 
in  any  other  way  to  offer  the  slightest 
defence  of  his  t^ourse.  Sir,  perhaps  I  do 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  an  iujnstice* 
He  said  one  thing  that  bears  eome 
shadowy  resembianee  to  an  argnnent* 
And  what  was  it  ?  That  when  he  took 
lip  the  Order  Paper  he  saw  a  latge 
number  of  Amendments  down  to  the 'Bill- 
he  proposes  to  gag.  Was  ever  such  a 
reason  given  before  in  this  House  for 
such  a  proceeding  ?  Because  the  House 
on  the  face  of  the  Order  Paper  shows 
that  a  desire  extsta  to  diseuss 
this  Bill  that  therefore  the  dis* 
cussion  of  the  Bill  is  to  be  stopped  ;  and 
because  Members- of  the  House,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  undoubted  rights,  have 
suggested  alterations  in  the  proposal  of 
the  Government;  therefore,  en  that 
account,  no  Amendments  are  to  be  dis* 
cussed  at  all.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  imagines  he 
improved  his  case  by  giving  us  that  soli- 
tary specimen  aignment  in  favour  of  it^ 
because  it  eppears  to  me  that  the  con- 
demnation of  the  course  he  asks  us  to 
pursue  could  not  be  stated  more  clearly 
than  in  the  arguments  advanced  in  its 
favour  by  the  Leader  of  the  House.  I 
shall  not  be  long  in  laying  my  case  be<> 
fore  the  House,  although  I  shall  take  a 
little  longer  to  do  so  than  the  right  hon» 
Gentleman  did,  for  I  have  someUiing 
which  T,  at  all  events,  think  substantial 
to  say  in  defence  of  the  policy  which  I 
earnestly  press  on  the  House  on  the  pre- 
sent momentous  occasion.  I  do  not  wish 
to  put  the  rights  of  individual  Members 
or  even  the  rights  of  a  minority  too  high. 
I  admit  that  there  may  be  grave  crises  in 
the  history  of  the  country,  practical 
necessities  which  have  to  be  got  over, 
which  might  justify  or  even,  under  certain 
circumstances,  compel  this  House  to 
suspend  the  rights  which  for  centuries 
have  guarded  liberty  of  Debate.  But  is 
this  case  one  of  those  cases  ?  Is  there 
some  practical  menacing  necessity  over- 
hanging us  whicH"  must  be  dealt  with, 
which,  if  not  dealt  with,  will  imperil  our 
whole  social  system  or  the  public  external 
seourify  of  this  Empire  ?  We  have  been 
told,  of  course,  by  those  who  have  de- 
fended this  Bill,  that  it  means  to  deal 
with  a  great  social  crisis  ia  Ireland.     I 
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should  not  bo  in  Order  were  I  to  discuss 
the  magnltade  of  that  erMs  or  how  far 
this  Bill  IS  calottiated  to  meet  it ;  but  I 
am  striotlj  in  Order  wheo  i  remind  the 
Mouse  that  thts^  social  crisis,  if  it  exists 
at  all,  has  existed  for  the  whole  of  the 
two  jears  during  which  the  Grovernment 
have  been  in  Office,  and  it  was  not  until 
the  last  week  in  July  of  this  year  that 
they  made  the  slightest  endeavour  to  deal 
with  it.  Do  not  let  them  tell  us— I  do 
not  tbiok  they  will  have  the  courage — 
Xhat  the  business  on  which  they  have 
occupied  us  was  of  a  kind  so  pressing 
that  a  great  practical  measure  would  be 
left  undealt  with  while  other  measures 
were  being  passed.  We  have  too  fresh 
in  our  recollection  the  abortive  discus- 
sions upon  their  Registration  Bill,  their 
Welsh  Church  Bill,  and  other  measures 
never  intended  by  their  authors  to  get 
through  the  House  in  the  course  of  the 
present  Session,  to  leave  us  in  any  doubt 
whatever  that  if  the  Oovernment  really 
felt  the  existence  of  the  kind  of  necessity 
whioh  alone  would  justify  such  a 
measure  they,  as  responsible  for 
the  executive  government  of  the 
country,  would  have  brought  forward  the 
BUI,  not  at  the  end  of  July,  1894, 
but  early  in  1898.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
said  even  by  those  who,  in  the  face  of 
what  has  occurred  during  the  last  few 
years,  have  given  up  the  argument  of 
imminent  public  necessity,  that  this  is  a 
measure  so  clearly  just  on  the  face  of  it 
that  it  is  absurd  for  any  minority  in  the 
House  to  exercise  even  dhe  most  moderate 
discussion  upon  it.  Well,  Sir,  I  could 
not  deal  with  that  contention,  if  seriously 
made  from  any  quarter  of  the  House, 
without  trespassing  on  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  more  than  is  desirable  and 
without  going  into  the  merits  of  the 
Bill,  which  I  wish  to  leave  as  much  as 
possible  on  one  side.  But  let  the  House 
recollect  that  into  the  merits  of  the  Bill 
as  it  stands  there  never  has  been  any  in- 
quiry at  all.  We  are  sometimes  told  that 
the  Bill  has  been  baeed  on  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Mathew  Commission. 
In  the  first  place,  the  Mathew  Commis- 
sion itself  was  a  gagg^  Commission.  In 
the  second  place,  the  Mathew  Commis- 
sion did  not  examine  into  things  which 
by  the  terms  of  the  Reference  they  were 
required  to  do  ;  and,  in  the  third  place, 
this  Bill  going  beyond  the  terms  of  the 
Reference  to  the  Commission.      In  these 


Ithree  respects,  at  least,  this  Bill  is  before 
ns  not  based  on  any  examination  by  a 
Commission,  partial  or  impartial,  not 
resting  upon  any  knowledge  of  facts  of 
which  the  House  has  cognisance.  It  is 
thrown  down  at  this  late  stage  of  our 
proceedings  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  and  no  other,  and 
we  are  to  be  deprived  of  any  opportunity 
of  finding  out  on  what  he  bases  his  justi- 
fication of  a  measure  which  we  are  asked 
to  pass  through  the  Committee  stage 
within  the  space  of  seven  days  from  the 
time  the  Committee  commenced  a  Bill 
which  covers  matters  which  have 
afforded  this  House  for  the  last  14  years 
subjects  of  unending  controversy.  The 
Chancellor  ^of  the  Exchequer,  in  the 
brief  observations  he  thought  sufficient 
for  the  occasion,  did  not  tell  us  what 
exactly  his  proposal  was  with  regard  to 
the  time  we  were  to  spend  in  Committee. 
Seven  days  from  the  time  of  our  pro- 
ceedings in  Committee  is  the  time  the 
Government  have  allotted.  The  time 
actually  taken  up,  not  in  Committee  of 
the  House,  but  in  the  Scotch  Grand 
Committee,  in  discussing  a  non-contro- 
versial Bill  has  been  17  days.  [Crtet 
of  •*  How  many  hours  ?  "]  Perhaps  hon. 
Gentlemen  will  allow  me  to  pursue  my 
argument  in  my  own  way.  These  17 
days  were  not  full  Parliamentary  days. 
IMinUteriai  cheers,^  Of  course  not. 
During  part  of  our  proceedings  we 
sat  from  12  to  3,  and  during 
the  other  part  of  our  proceedings 
the  sittings  were  extended  till  4  o'clock. 
Recollect  that  if  j^ou  are  going  to  put 
that  on  one  side  of  the  account  you  must 
put  a  great  many  other  things  on  the 
other  side'  of  the  account.  The  discus- 
sion occurred  in  a  Grand  Committee 
composed  not  of  670  gentlemen,  but  of 
about  70.  One-tenth  of  the  House  only 
was  engaged  in  that  discussion.  In  the 
second  place,  the  Scottish  Local  Gk>- 
vernment  Bill  passed  the  Second  Readiog 
without  a  Division,  and  almost  without 
Debate.  It  is  admittedly  non  -  con- 
troversial, and  it  is  framed  strictly  upon 
the  lines  of  its  sister  £nglish  measure, 
which  has  already  received  full  discussion 
and  consideration  by  this  House.  Com- 
pare that  with  this  Bill.  This  Bill,  of 
course,  is  not  so  long,  but  it  raises,  and 
legitimately  raises,  almost  every  question 
which  has  ever  been  debated  among  the 
innumerable  questions   that  have    ever 
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bfiea . debated,  betw^n  tbe  two  aides  of 
the  Uoase  on  the  subject  of  Irish  land. 
The  whole  turbulent  and  melancholy 
history  of  Ireland  from  1979  down  to  the 
present  time  comes  naturally  and  neces- 
sarily within  the  scope  of  discussion. 
The  '']N'o  Bent''  conspiracy  of  1882, 
the  *' Plan  of  Campaign''  conspiracy  of 
I8869  ^y^ry  incident  of  the  laud  war  in 
Ireland,  the  whole  subject  of  evictions 
and  land  tenure — all  these  things  rise 
direqtly  before  us,  and  cannot  be  avoided 
if  we  are  to  do  our  duty  in  discussing 
this  measure,  and  yet  you  ask  us,  who  have 
spent  week  after  week,  and  weary  night 
after  weary  night,  indbcussing  Land  Bills 
proposed  by  gentlemen  opposite  or  pro- 
posed by  us,  to  hurry  thiY>ugh  this  Bill  in 
the  space  of  seven  days,  and  send  it  up 
to  the  House  of  Lords  undiscussed,  un- 
d^lt  with,  and  unconsidered*  I  do  not 
pretend  that  the  personal  sacrifice  en^ 
tailed  by  this  proposal  of  the  Govern-^ 
mtint  is  very  great.  We  have  been  18 
months  continuously  at  work  on  your 
legislative  business,  and  everything  that 
oomes  in  tiie  shape  of  a  promise  of  some 
release  from  this  intolerable  burden  must 
be  welcomed  by  the  weakness  of  the 
flesh.  What  we  are  sacrificing  is,  how«> 
ever,  something  more  important  than  our 
personal  .ease  and  our  persotial  oonve* 
nience — ^it  is  the  tradition  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  is  this  :  that  in  return  for 
the  Leadership  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man — the  not  very  zealous  Leadership  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman — ^you  are 
asked  to  give.  And  what  is  it  we  are 
expected  to  get  in  return  ?  Who  are 
the  dupes  of  this  proceeding  of  the  Go- 
vernment ?  Not  the  English  Members 
who  reluctantly  support  the  GoVernment 
on  a  Bill  which  they  but  half  approve  ; 
not  the  Irish  Members,  who  know  per- 
fectly well  that  the  Government  in  the 
course  they  are  adopting,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  course  they  have 
adopted,  make  the  fate  of  this  Bill 
almost  certain  when  it  reaches  another 
Dlace 

Sir  W.  HARCOUBT  :  Hear,  hear  1 
We  were  told  that  before. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Whom  by  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  By  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  (Colonel  Saunder* 
son)  behind  you. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  My  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  may  have  expressed  that 
opinion  on  the  Second  Beading,  and  heO 

Jfr,  A.  J.  Balfour 


knay  speak  with  as  ouoh  authority  as  I 
do,  but. my  opinion  is  that  it  is  by  pro* 
ceedings  of  this  kind  that  you  make  the 
fate  that  is  awaiting  this  Bill  absolutely 
certain  and  inevitable.  And  why  ?  Yon 
have  been  ondeavouring  to  make  it  plain 
to  all  mea  >that  you  will  not  accept 
Amendments  fnon  ^*  another  phioe." 
You  have  saorificed  one  Bill  altogether 
which  you  professed  to  attaish,  and  per- 
haps, did  attach,  great  importance  to,  be- 
cause you  would  not  accept  any  Amend- 
ments. On  another  Bill  you  rejected, 
many  Amendments,  but  it  was  neverthe- 
less passed  into  •  law,  but  under  the 
circumstances  you  cannot  expect  the 
House  of  Lords  to  correct  your  errors  or 
to  make  any  great  effort  towards  the  end 
of  August  to  turn  your  Bills  into  sense. 
If  you  send  up  this  Bill  Unamended  and 
undiscussed,  as  you  propose  to  s^nd  it  up 
to  the  Lords,  and  if  you  make  it  clear 
for  the  Lords  toam^nd  it  and  improve 
it  is  but  to  waste  their  time  and  our 
time,  may  I  ask  what  fate  can  you 
possibly  expect  for  your  measure  ?  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  taking  all  this  trouble  to  send  up 
a  Bill  only  to  be  rejected  is  doing  so 
with  the  view  of  getting  up  a  cry  against 
the  House  of  Lords.  If  so,  I  cannot 
congratulate  him  upon  the  particular 
methods  he  is  using  for  attaining  that 
desirable  result.  If  you  neither  wish  to 
get  up  a  cry  against  the  House  of  Lords 
nor  expect  to  pass  your  Bill  into  law, 
what  is  it  you  do  expect  ?  What,  in 
other  words,  is  it  that  you  expect  to  get 
in  exchange  for  the  sacrifice  of  our 
dignity  and  our  honour  ?  I  will  tell 
you.  You  expect  to  get  the  votes  of 
the  Irish  Members  now  and  hereafter, 
and  the  Irish  Members  expect  to  be  able 
to  go  to  their  constituents  and  say  they 
did  their  best  to  obtein  £250,000  of 
public  money  for  the  evicted  tenants  of 
Ireland  to  eke  out  the  Paris  Funds,  but 
the  wicked  House  of  Lords  would  not 
let  them  have  it.  The  only  dupes  of 
your  proceedings  are  the  Irish  public  who 
return  the  Members  below  the  Gangway 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  Those 
Members  know  perfectly  well  that  they 
are  doing  nothing  for  their  clients  in 
Ireland.  They  know  p^ectly  well  the 
promises  which  they  and  their  English 
followers  have  lavished  upon  their 
"Flan  of  Campaign"  dupes  in  Ire« 
land   are   further   from   fulfilment   than 
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ever  owing  to'the  very  prcxseeding  tow 
are  now  f ctreing  dowii  our  HkrMHs.  Know- 
ing th|it,  I  wonder  if  thev 'think  that  the 
Irish  peasant  id  so  iTimrple-iurincled  a  per^ 
'  son  that  he  will'  gire  thanks  and  grati*' 
tade  to  tbem  for  undertakinga  task  which 
by  the  -very  method  in  which  they  have 
gone  aboat  performing  it -must  necessarily 
end  in  ^emptiness  and'  vanity.  In  my 
judgment  the  course  which  we  ought  to 
pursue  as  to  the  methods  yoA  mean  to 
associate'  with  this  proceeding  i^  perfectly 
clear.  Indulge  in  this  petty  and  sordid 
trafficking  for  votes  if  you  like,  but  do 
not  ask  us  to  help  yon.  Make  the  honour 
and  the  dignity  and  the  traditions  of  thisr 
House  the  conoters  in  the  sorry  game 
you  are  playing  for  Irish  support,  but  do 
not  ask  us  to  take  ol  hand. 

Mr.  mac  NEILL  (Donegal,  8.)  :  We 
will  not  ask  you.'  i    ..   < 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  For  my  part, 
Sir,  now  that  I  am  no  longer  to  be  per- 
mitted to  perform  those  duties  with  which 
I  was  entrusted  by  my  constrtuents,  I 
shall  not  disturb  the  harmony  which  I 
suppose  will  henceforth  reign  between 
tliose  Benches  and  these.  I  feel  no  natural 
aptitude  and  no  acquired  inclination  to 
act  a  part  in  this  farce.  My  duty,  as 
far  as  the  Committee  and  Report  stages 
of  this  Bill  are  concerned,  will  be  suffi- 
ciently fulfilled  if  I  warn,  as  I  most 
solemnly  do^^andl  can  assure  the  House 
Avith  the  deepest  feeling  of  responsibility 
for  what  I  say — that  this  kind  of  pro- 
ceeding -must  Inevitably  end  in  our  abase- 
ment as  a'  great  public  legislative  As- 
sembly in  the  eyes  of  our  countrymen. 
Do  not  suppose  that  it  is  necessary  or 
even  a  common  consequence  of  the  de- 
mocratic form  of  government  that  the 
Assembly  which  represents  the  demo- 
cracy stands  high  in  the  opinion  of  that 
democracy.  We  know  of  plenty  of  cases 
to  the  contrary.  Hitherto  this  House  has, 
at  all  erents,  through  the  continuity  of 
its  great  traditions  held  itself  high  among 
the  Assemblies  of  the  world,  and  has  been 
able  to  point  back  to  its  history  without 
any  feeling  of  shame  or  self-abasement. 
But  carry  on  the  procedure  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  recommends, 
and  see  how  long  that  feeling  is  likely  to 
last.  It  will  be  a  melancholy  reflection 
if,  from  less  than  a  decade  after  popular 
rights  were  extended  to  the  whole  com- 
munity— from  seven  or  eight  years  after 
the  passing  of  the  last  great  Reform  Bill 


-^historians  sho^uld  date  the  decadence 
of 'this  Assembly,  and  should  point  as  its 
great  signs  and  its  great  causes  to  such 
unhappy  Resolutions  as  that  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  now 
proposing.  •  At  all'  events,  Sir,  we 
will  be  no  parties  to  that  process,  which 
we  regret,  and  in  ord^sr  that  our  opinion 
may  remain  on  record  in  the  J6urnals  of 
the  House  I  shiill  conclude  what  I  have 
to  say  by  moving  an  Amendment  to  the 
Motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
qner  which  embodies  our  regrets  and  our 
condemnation.  I  shall  move  that  all  the 
words  be  omitted  after  the  word  ^*  That," 
in  mder  to  insert  these  words  : — 

'*  Bat  this  Hoase  regret^  that  Her  Majesty's 
Ooyemment,  having^  thotiglit  fit  to  urge  upon 
the  attention  of  a  Parliament  exhausted  by  18 
months'  coDtiauons  Session  a  measure  violent 
and  novel  in  its  character,  based  upon  no  ade- 
quate inquiry,  and  involving  the  most  contro- 
verted problems  connected  with  the  agrarian 
question  in  Ireland,  shoald  endeavoar  to  pass  it 
through  its  various  stam  by  methods  which  de- 
prive the  minority  of  their  just  rights,  make  fair 
discussion  impossible,  and  arc  calculated  to 
bring  the  proceedings  of  this  Honse  into  de- 
served contempt" 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
from  the  word  "  That,**  to  the  end  of  the 
Question,  in  order  to  add  tlie  words — 

"This  House  regret*  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  having  thought  fit  to  urge  upon 
the  attention  of  a  Parliament  exhaasted  by  18 
months* 'Continuous  Session  a  measure  violent 
and  novel  in  its  character,  based  upon  no  ade- 
quate inquirv,  and  involving  the  most  contro- 
rerted  problems  connected  with  the  agrarian 
question  in  Ireland,  shoald  endeavour  to  pass  it 
through  its  various  stages  by  methods  which 
deprive  the  minority  of  their  just  rights,  make 
fair  discussion  impossible,  and  are  calculated  to 
bring  the  proceedings  of  this  House  into  de- 
served contempt." — (^Mr,  A.  J.  Balfour,') 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question.*' 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.  Morley,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tjne)  :  The  right  hoo.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  moved  this  Amendment 
wound  up  with  a  very  eloquently- worded 
description  of  the  traditions  of  this  House, 
of  the  dignity  and  honour  of  this  House, 
and  of  the  duty  which  is  incumbent  upon 
all  of  us  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  this 
House  unimpaired.  Who  is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  uses  that  language 
as  to  this  particular  Motion  ?  It  is  the 
ex-Minister  who  not  many  years  ago 
moved,  or  was-  a  party  to  the  moving  of, 
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a  similiu*  prop<wal  to  that  which  we  now 
make.  And  on  what  groond  and  on 
what  occasion  ?  Was  it  an  occasion 
which,  as  he  said,  menaced  the  security 
of  the  En^plre  ?  * 

Mr.  a.  J,  BALFOUR :  Yes. 

Mb.  J.  MOBLEY :  The  right  boo* 
Gentleman  does  not  understand  what  I 
am  referring  to.  I  am  referring  to  the  Bill 
constituting  the  Pamell  Commissiou. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB :  A  Bill  to  the 
Second  Reading  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  assented. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  That  is  not  the 
question.  Did  not  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man assent  to  the  Second  Readiuff  of  this 
BUI?  * 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  No. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  Well,  you  cannot 
get  over  this:  that  on  the  Bill  con- 
stituting the  Parnell  Commission  a 
similar  measure  of  Closure  was  resorted 
to.  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
again,  Will  he  contend  that  that  was'an 
occasion  menacing  the  security  of  the 
Empire  or  making  pardonable  the 
abandonment  of  the  sacred  traditions  and 
the  dignity  and  honour  of  this  House  ? 
Will  he  contend  that  the  importance  of 
the  Parnell  Commission,  as  far  as  it 
affected  the  peace  of  Ireland,  was  com- 
parable with  the  Bill  which  I  have  now 
had  the  honour  of  producing  to  the 
House  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
talked  of  the  Scottish  Local  Government 
Bill.  I  think  there  never  was  a  more 
absurd  and  preposterous  parallel.  The 
Scottish  Local  Grovemment  Bill,  it  is 
quite  true,  occupied  17  days  in  the  Grand 
Committee,  but  those  days  altogether 
amounted,  I  am  told,  only  to  something 
like  60  hours,  or  something  less  than 
eight  Parliamentary  days.  What  are  we 
going  to  give  for  the  Committee  on  this 
Bill  ?  We  are  going  to  give  seven 
Parliamentary  days  for  the  Committee. 
And  what  a  difference  between  the  Bills  I 
This  Bill  contains  five  operative  clauses, 
eight  clauses  in  all,  and  the  Scotch  Local 
Government  Bill  contained  69  clauses. 
It  is  quite  true  that  the  Bill  may  be 
made  to  contain  a  vast  multitude  of 
clauses  if  you  will  set  Irish  lawyers  to 
work  to  exercise  their  ingenuity  in 
framing  Amendments  which  will  intro- 
duce clauses  or  at  all  events  multiply 
Divisions  upon  them.  But  the  real  basis 
of  the  argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
n^n  was  that  in  framing  legislation  our 
Mr.  J".  Marley 


eyes  are  to  be  directed  to  what  will  be 
done  ,in  another  place  ;  that  was  his 
DQUiinand  substantial  argument.  [^No» 
no!**]  It  was  that  we  are  to  frame 
measures  in  this  House  to  suit  gentlemen 
in  another  place.  The  right  iion.  Gen- 
tleman indicated  that  the  attitude  of 
another  place  must  be  the  governing 
consideration.  ["  No,  no  1  "J  If  it  was 
not  why  did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
introduce  the  reference  to  another  phice 
at  ail  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
we  needed  another  phice  to  correct  our 
errors-— the  wisdom  of  another  place  to 
turn  our  Bill  into  sense.  Ail  this  is  said, 
I  suppose,  on  behalf  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Such  dignity 
as  you  leave  to  the  House  of  Commons 
by  this  proposal. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  more  gentle- 
men in  another  place  contest  our  dignity 
in  the  way  in  which  we  are  now  menaced 
with  having  it  tested  the  more  shall  I, 
for  one,  rejoice.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man taunted  us  with  being  English 
followers  of  Irish  leaders 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS :  Hear, 
hear  1 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  And  mj  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Bordesley 
approves  of  that  description.  Why,  it 
is  notorious,  as  I  pointed  out  in  a  remark 
I  made  on  the  Second  Reading,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  and  the 
Gentlemen  who  sit  around  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Bordesley — they  are  English 
followers  of  Irish  leaders — ^have  most  im- 
providently  surrendered  themselves,  fast 
bound,  to  what  I  must  call  the  irrecon- 
cilable section  of  Irish  landlords.  It  is  for 
that  reason  we  are  driven  by  their  action 
to  the  Motion  made  by  the  Leader  of  the 
House*  The  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
talks  of  hurrying  this  Bill  through.  I 
submit  that  12  days  for  a  Bill  of  this 
character  is  ample.  There  is  no  Legis- 
lative Assembly  in  the  world,  having 
such  a  Bill  before  it,  that  would  not  think 
12  days  far  more  than  is  necessary.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  I  had  not 
taken  the  trouble  to  make  out  any  case 
for  the  Bill.  I  have  not  taken  any  great 
trouble  to  show  the  necessity  for  it ; 
why  ?  Because  the  necessity  of  the 
case  has  been  admitted  from  every 
quarter  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CARSON  :  Not  the  necessity  for 
the  compulsory  clauses. 
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Mr4  J.  MOBLEY  :  That  is  not  the 
point. 

Mr.  CARSON  :  That  is  the^  whole 
point  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  :  The  point  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  that  there  was 
no  ni^enoy  in  this  ease,  that  I  had  made 
out  no  ease  for  nrgencj,  that  there  was 
no  neeessity  in  this  case.  I  t^peat  that 
from  ererj  quarter  of  the  House,  and  not 
the  least  emphatieally  from  the  Bench  on 
which  the  right  hon.  Gendeman  himself 
sits,  and  certainij  from  the  Bench  be- 
hind him,  there  was  full  recognition  that 
there  was  a  case  which  requir^  to  be  met, 
that  the  sooner  it  was  met  the  better  for 
the  peace  of  Ireland.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  was  my  predeeessor  in 
the  Office  of  Chief  Secretarjr  admitted 
three  or  four  times  that  there  was  a  con- 
dition of  things  in  Ireland  in  this  matter 
of  the  tenants  which  needed  to  be  dealt 
with. 

Mr.  JACKSON  (Leeds,  N.)  :  I  never 
admitted  the  urgency. 

Mr.  J.  MOBLEY  :  He  admitted  the 
case;  and,  if  it  was  urgent  enough  to 
justify  the  Government  of  the  day  pro- 
posing the  clauses  in  the  Act  of  1891, 
how  can  it  be  s%id  that  there  is  not  the 
same  necessity  three  years  later  ?  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Down  ad- 
mitted the  difficulty  of  the  situation,  and 
that  there  was  a  case  to  be  met,  though 
he  was  certainly  no  friend  to  the  policy 
of  Her  Majesty^s  Grovernknent  and  he 
did  not  like  the  particular  plan  of  the 
Bill ;  even  he,  coming  from  a  North  of 
Ireland  constituency,  was  obliged  to 
admit  that  he  desired  to  see  the  case 
dealt  with.  Then  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dover  (Mr.  Wyndham),  whose  authority 
on  Irish  questions  is  not  inconsiderable, 
and  whose  Irish  experience  is  not  incon^ 
siderable,  admitted  that  there  was  a  diffi- 
culty to  be  met.  The  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J.  Gham^ 
berlain)did  not  deny  that  there  was  a 
difficulty  to  be  solved  and  a  case  to  be 
met,  and  he  did  not  conceal  his  desire  to 
find  some  means  of  meeting  the  difficulty 
and  solving  the  probleniw  The  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell),  although  I  cannot  reconcile  the 
vote  he  gave  with  what  he  said,  ex- 
pressed the  same  view.  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Bodmin  (Mr.  Courtney) 
will  tell  us  he  takes  the  same  view  of 
ithe  urgency  of  the  Bill  whtcb  be  did  on 


the  First  Beading.  The  existence  of  the 
case  is  not  denied  ;  the  plan  is  no  doubt 
open- to  criticism,  and  we  give  you  ample 
time  for  it.  Seven  days  in  Committee 
for  a  Bill  of  this  kind  is  an  ample  allow- 
ance. Whatever  may  happen  to  this 
Bill  in  another  place,  we  at  least — and' I 
particulariy,  as  the  Minister  responsible 
for  the  peace  and  'order  of  Ireland — shall 
have  done  our  duty  in  bringing  this  Bill 
in  and  in  doing  our  very  best  to  pass  it 
through  Parliament. 

Mk.    J.      CHAMBERLAIN     (Bir- 
mingham,  W.)  :    I  cannot  congratulate 
my  right  hon.  Friend  on  his  interference 
at  this  stage  in  defence  of  the  proposal 
which  was  introduced  to  this  House  in  a 
magnificent  and  memorable  oration   by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.      The 
Chancellor  of   the  Exchequer   had    an 
excuse    for    his    brevity.     He   said  he 
desired  to  be  conciliatory,  but  my  right 
hon.  Friend  has  no  similar  excuse  for  his 
length  ;   and  even   with   regard    to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  think  we 
may  point  out  that  when  you  propose  to 
knock  a  man  down  with  a  poker  there  is 
not    any    necessity    for    a    lengthened 
description  of  what  you  are  about  to  do. 
Now,  what  was  it  the  Chief  Secretary 
added  to  this  Debate  ?     He,  in  the  first 
place,  indulges,  as  usual  on  these  occa- 
sions,    in     the     tu    quoque    argument, 
appealing  to  the  fact  that  in  past  times 
similar  Motions,  as  he  says,  have  been 
"made.     But    not  on    similar  occasions. 
The  Chief  Secretary  omitted  to  notice 
what  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Leader  of 
the    Opposition    said    in    his    opening 
remarks — namely,  that  he,  for  one,rdid  not 
preclude  himself  from  recognising   the 
necessity  for  some  such  Motion  ou  occa- 
sions of  great  national  crises  or  of  im* 
portanoe  to  the  dignity  of  this  House. 
What  was  the  occasion  to   which   the 
Chief  Secretary  referred?     It  was  the 
case  of  the  Pamell  Commission,  which 
was  brought  in  with  the  full  assent  of  the 
House,  which  was  supported  on  Second 
Reading  by  both  sides  of  the  House,  and 
which  was  only  olistrueted  in  the  most 
daring  and  deliberate  way  at  a  late  stage 
of  the  proceedings   by  a  small  knot  of 
Irish  Members.     I  say  undoubtedly  that 
if  this  House  is  to  preserve  its  character 
at  all  it  must  always  reserve  to  itself  the 
right  of  interfering  when  a  very  small 
minority  attempts  soeh  an  abuse  of  the 
power  given  to  it  by  the  Rules  of  the 


Digitized  by  V^OOQ  IC^ 


m^ 


sBu$iM^s  of 


{COVMOTHai 


ike  Uou9ef*^c. 


j.^4 


Hoii9e«  I  uever  .should  st^md  ap  to 
9ay  that  &  SLefwiliitiofD  of  this  kind 
might  sot  be  »  necessity,  and,  as 
is  lyell  known,  I  have  advocated 
snch  a  c)i4Agie  in  the  Regulations  of 
the  House  as  would  give  it  greater  ppwer 
over  its  proceedings ;  but  I  have  never 
advocated  that  that  power  should  be 
given  into  the  hands  of  the  Government 
of  the  day,  representing  only  a  small 
majority  in  this  House,  whom,  by  your 
proceedings,  you  make  absolute  masters 
of  jts  business.  The  issue  now  is  some- 
thing quite  different  from  the  issue 
raised  either  in  regard  to  the  Parnell 
Commission  or  in  regard  to  a  previous 
discussion  on  a  Coercion  Bill.  The 
Chief  Secretary  talks  about  this  Bill  as 
being  a  short  Bill,  and  gives  that  as  a 
reason  why  there  should  only  be  a  short 
discussion  upon  it ;  but  let  me  remind 
him  that  the  importance  of  a  Bill  has  no 
relation  whatever  to  its  length,  and  the 
very  Coercion  Bill  to  which  he  referred 
was  a  shorter  Bill  than  the  £vioted 
Tenants  Bill,  and  yet  it  occupied  a  much 
longer  time  than  is  proposed  to  be  given 
to  the  discussion  of  this  BilL  The  Chief 
Secretary  tries  to  divert  attention  by 
saying  that  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
has  appealed  to  the  House  of  Lords.  No, 
Sir ;  that  was  not  what  my  right  hou. 
Friend  did  in  his  speech.  What  he  did 
was  to  point  out  to  you  who  are  desiiing, 
as  is  notorious,  to  pick  a  quarroLwith  the 
House  of  Lords,  that  by  your  action  yoi> 
are  justifying  any  proceeding  which  that 
House  may  be  pleased  to  take  in  regard 
to  this  Bill.  I  do  not  presume  to  offior 
au  opinion  as  to  what  the  House  of  Lords 
may  do  with  this  Bill ;  but  there  is  one 
j^hing  I  am  justified  in  expressing  an 
opinion  on,  and  that  is  this :  that  there  is 
nothiqg  they  can  do  which  will  do  them 
or  the  Uoionist  Party  the  slightest  harm 
in  the  country  after  the  action  which  you 
have  taken.  Now,  Sir,  what  is  the  pretence 
of  the  Government  ?  The  pretence  is 
that  there  is  an  urgent  necessity — not.  an 
urgent  nepessity  for  this  Bill — tluit  is.  not 
the  point.  They  have  to  show  that  there 
is  an  urgent  necessity  for  this  stringent 
form  of  Closure.  What  reason  have  yon 
to  i^y  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  tha|; 
the  discussion  in  Committee  on  (this  Bill 
must  be  closed  in  seven  days  ?  You  have 
only  allowed  us  to  go  on  for  two  days, 
and  yet  before  you  know  what  may  happjsn 
upon  the  sa)]!£equent  stages  of  the  Bill, 
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and  without  regard:  tO  the  fM;t,.¥rhicfa  is 
of  common  notoriety,  that  the  later  stages 
of  a  Bill  always  proceed:  with  nineli 
greater  rapidity  than  the  first  and  operative 
clauses—- in  spile  of  tbatjitou  propose, 
after  two  days*  discusskw,  to  limit  us  to 
seven  days.  What  is  the  urgent  necen* 
sity  ?  The  urgent  necessity  is  the  holi- 
day of  the  Cfaanoellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
It  is  simply  in  order  that  hia  holiday  and 
the  holiday  of  his  friends  may  not  be 
shortened  that  we  are  called  upon  now, 
almost  before  we  have  entered  upon  the 
discussion,  to  Closure  it  in  aeven  days, 
'<  But,  oh  1 ''  says  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  'Mook  at  the  long  list  of 
Amendments."  He  will  bot  say,  because 
he  wishes  to  be  conciliatory,  whether 
these  Amendments  are  fair  and  reasonable. 
You  can. only  judge  of  the  Amendments 
still  to  be  discussed  by  the  Amendments 
which  have  been  discussed.  Now,  what 
is  the  object  of  discussion  in  this  House  ? 
I  venture  to  say  there  are  two  objects. 
The  first  is  in  order  that  our  constituents 
and  the  people  of  the  country  may 
thoroughly  understand  what  is  the  nature 
of  the  legislation  we  are  discusung.  Do 
you  pretend  that  tliey  understood  the 
nature  of  this  legislation  when  it  was 
brought  into  the  House  ?  Do  you  deny 
that  the  two  days  we  have  already  spent 
upon  the  discussk)n  hax  thrown  a  flood  of 
light  U(>on  this  Bill  ?  Why,  you  cannot 
do  it.  I  do  not  kuow  whether  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  been  present 
during  any  large  portion  of  our  Debates  ; 
but,  if  not,  I  will  tell  him  that  in  the 
oourse  of  these  Debates  we  have  .proved 
that  the  Government  have  brought  in  au 
irregular  and  disorderly  Bill.  We  have 
proved  by  the  statement  of  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  himself  that  this  BUI  is 
not  in  acoordance  with  its  title,  and  that 
its  irregularity  is  such  that  if  attention 
had  been  called  to  it  on  Second  Reading 
the  Bill  wmild  have  had  to  be  with- 
drawn. Do  not  let  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  imagine,  in  his  ignorance 
of  the  nature  of  this  Bill,  that 
this  is  a  technical  point.  It  is  not 
so  at  alL .  The  Chief  Secretary  has  been 
showUy  iw  letters  to  the  friends  of  this 
Bill,  to  have  declared  his  intention,  In 
bringing  it  in,  of  eoufiniug  it  to  a  certain 
class  of  tenant^  and  above  all  to  tenants 
residing  in  Irehind*  It  is  proved  that, 
in  spite  of  the  title  and  the  declared  in- 
tention, the  Bill  is  not  confined  to  tenants 
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of  that' class,  bvl  Will  include  within  its 
ambit  tenants  of  quite  b  difibrent  diass 
and  persons  who  are  not  tenants  at  all. 
If  you  want  a  justification  of  the  dis* 
onssion  as  far  as  it  has  gone  jou  hare  it 
clearly  in  the  fact  we  have  shown  that 
the  Government  themselves  did  not 
know  what  was  the  nature  of  their  own 
Bill,  and  that  it  was  a  much  wider  and 
more  important  Bill  than .  the  country 
could  possibly  have  conceived  from  its 
title  and  description.  That  is  not  the 
only  thing  we  have  shown.  We  have 
brought  out  what  was  confirmed  by  an 
answer  to  a  question  tonlay,  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  has  been  utterly  in  the 
darlc  in  making  estimates  for  the  Bill. 
In  the  first  instance,  he  proposed  to  deal 
with  a  sum  of  £100,000.  He  has  had 
to  admit  that  it  is  altogether  insufficient. 
[Cries  of  »  Order  I  "]  I  am  in  Order. 
I  am  showing  the  value  of  the  discussion 
to  which  we  have  subjected  this  Bill,  and 
I  say  that  the  Chief  Secretary,  having 
in  the  first  instance  proposed  £100,000, 
and  having  then  submitt^  a  proposal  for 
an  increased  sam  of  £250,000,  now  finds 
that  the  calculations  upon  which  he 
estimated  that  sum  are  altogether  wrong, 
and  that  the  total  amount  of  rent  to  be 
dealt  with  is  enormously  greater  than  he 
himself  imagined.  I  say,  then,  that  if 
our  first  object  in  discussions  in  this 
House  is  that  our  constituents  may  at 
least  knbw  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
legislation  proposed,  we  have  an^ply 
justified  our  proceedings.  But  there  is 
another  object  which  is  of  even  greater 
importance,  and  that  is  that  by  discussion, 
not  always  hostile,  especially  in  reference 
to  a  Bill  of  this  kind — as  to  which  the 
Chief  Secretary  has  said  there  has  been 
from  the  first  some  agreement,  at  all 
events,  as  to  the  conditions  which  have 
given  it  birth— we  improve  a  Bill, 
brought  in  by  whatsoever  Government, 
and  to  secure  that  the  object  it  is  in- 
tended to  obtain  shall  be  arrived  at.  It 
is  qnite  true  that  I  cannot  prove  to  the 
House  that  we  have  hitherto  been  per- 
mitted to  make  many  Amendments. 
Not  one  single  Amendment  suggested 
has  yet  been  accepted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. But  I  do  say  that  at  the  time 
this  monstrous  proposal  was  mad^  to  us 
we  were  apparently  on  the  eve  of  what 
might  have  been  a  most  iniportant  settle- 
ment. What  is  the  use  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  getting  up,  as  he  has  done, 


again  and  again,  and  ^appealing  to  lAe 
and  to  my  friends  aroiltid  me  and  saying, 
^  You  we  seriously  anxious  to  arrive  At 
a  settlement  of'  this  Bill,"  when  at  the 
very  moment  we  were  -  working  for  this 
settlement,  and  when  this  settlement  was 
apparently  within  reach,  we  are  met  by 
a  blow  in  the  face  such  as  this  Resolu- 
tion is,  and  in  view  of  which  it  is 
absolutely  impossible  to  continue  any 
amicable  negotiation  whatsoever  ?  I  say 
that  a  settlement  seemed  to  me,  and  I 
believe  it  seemed  to  others,  to  have  been 
possible.  What  was  the  state  of  the 
case  ?  On  Friday  night,  when  this  most 
useful  and  valuable  discussion  closied,  it 
had  brought  out  the  wiliingness  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  to  agree  to  a 
measure  which  would,  at  all  events,  have 
dealt  with  the  vast  majority  of  hard 
cases  of  evicted  tenants,  provided  this 
measure  were  voluntary.  It  had  brought 
from  the  Chief  Secretary  himself 
a  confession  that,  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  rather  than  that  the  Session 
should  be  barren  of  legislation,  he  would 
agree  u>  a  transformation  of  his  Bill 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  said  it  was  a 
great  pity,  and  that  if  the  same  spirit 
had  been  shown,  some  transformation  of 
the  Bill  might  have  been  effected,  but 
that  spirit  had  not  been  shown. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  But 
why  ?  Can  anything  be  more  ridiculous, 
more  petty  in  spirit,  than  the  statement 
just  made  by  the  Chief  Secretary  ?  He 
says  that  when  there  was  a  spirit  in  the 
House  tending  towards  agreement,  his 
view  was  that  that  spirit  could  not  be  ac- 
cepted, and  that  no  agreement  could  be 
come  to,  because,  at  some  previous  time, 
there  had  been  a  diflf^erent  spirit.  I  am 
sure  the  better  sense  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  will  never  stand  to  such  a  state- 
ment as  that.  I  go  on  therefore  to  say 
that  bn  Friday  night  the  Chief  Secretary 
stated  that  if  a  good  spirit  prevailed,  a 
transformation  of  his  Bill  mi^ht  have 
taken  place.  [Mr.  J.  Morlet  :  Per- 
haps.} I  referred  on  Friday  night  to  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Louth,  who,  without  binding  himself 
strictly,  said,  in  answei*  to  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  that  he  was  prepared  to 
adopt  the  principle  of  the  Arrears  Act, 
and  I  say 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Loath,  N.)  : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  mistakp. 
What  occurred  was  this :  I  -ftsked  the 
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Opposition  why  it  was  they  allowed  the 
prineiple  of  compolsioD  to  appear  in  the 
Act  of  1882  without  protest  when  they 
were  now  so  strongly  opposed  to  it.   . 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  I  have 
heea  referred  to»  I  may  say  that  that-  is 
not  according  to  my  reoollection.  I 
understood  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
men distinctly  to  suggest,  as  a  possible 
arrangement,  the  adoption  of  a  clause  like 
that  in  the  Arrears  Act,  for  he  said, 
if  you  think  the  clause  in  the  Arrears 
Act  is  not  a  compulsory  clause,  why  do 
not  you  accept  it  in  this  Bill  ? 

Mb.J.CHAMB£RLAIN:  Of  course, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will  ex- 
press what  his  present  opinion  and  inten- 
tion are,  hut  I  confess  I  was  extremely 
hopeful  from  what  he  said  that  we  had, 
at  all  events,  the  foundation  for  an 
arrangement  which  would  have  united  all 
sections  in  the  House.  If  it  had  united 
all  sections  in  the  House,  is  there  any- 
body who  will  tell  me  it  would  not  have 
been  an  advantage  to  Ireland  ?  It  is  the 
interests  of  Ireland,  after  all,  that  ought 
to  be  paramount  in  the  mind  of  the  Chief 
Secretary,  and  yet,  when  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary has  the  chance  of  carrying  out  a  plan 
which  would  undoubtedly  have  given  to 
the  majority  of  Irish  evicted  tenants  some 
opportunity  of  being  reinstated  upon  the 
land,  he  refuses  that  opportunity,  and  he 
meets  the  opportunity  of  reconciliation 
with  a  Motion  of  this  kind.  He 
meets  the  conoiliation,  which  he  re- 
cognises we  have  been  showing  with  a 
Motion  of  this  kind,  which  makes  it  ab- 
solutely impossible  that  we  should  con- 
tinue the  discussion  any  further.  I 
understand  that  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  has  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  that  it  would  not  be 
consistent  with  his  dignity,  in  the  circnm- 
stances  in  which  we  now  find  ourselves, 
to  continue  the  discussion  either  upon  the 
Committee  stage  or  upon  the  Report 
«tage.  I  entirely  agree  with  him,  and, 
ao  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  ^hall  certainly 
leave  the  discussion  during  these  two 
stages  entirely  to  the  Government  and 
the  Irish  Members.  And  1  do  so  with 
this  warning.  It  is  perfectly  .  evident 
that  the  Amendments  which  are  down 
upon  the  Paper  are  not  explnsivelv  in 
the  names  of  English  Members.  There 
are  many  Amendments  of  the  greatest 
importanoe  down  in  the  name  of  Irish 
3Iembers«  .  Are  the  Government  goip^ 

Mr.  T.  M.  Heal^ 


to  acoept  these.  AmendoEients  or  are  they 
going  to  reject  them?  If  they  are  going 
to  reject,  them  they.ajre.going  to  do  what 
they  blame  us  for  doing.  They  are 
going  to  pass  Irish  legislation  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  views  of  those  who  claim  a 
monopoly  of  the  representation  of  Irish 
opinion,  and  they  have  been  warned 
from  the  Irish  Benches  that  any  legisla- 
tion of  the  kind  will  be  futile,  and  will, 
as  was  said  by  an  hon.  Member  opposite 
in  the  course  of  the  Debate,  be  a  guaran- 
tee for  further  agitation.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  are  going,  under  pressure,  to 
accept  the  Amendments  which  will  be 
proposed  from  the  other  side,  then  it  will 
not  be  the  Bill  of  the  Government  that 
we  shall  be  asked  to  carry  on  the  Report 
stage,  but  it  will  be  a  totally  different 
Bill,  going  very  far  indeed  beyond  it,  and 
not  merely  going  beyond  it,  but  inconsis- 
tent with  the  pledges  that  have  been 
given  over  and  over  agaiu  by  the  Chief 
Secretary.  That  is  a  dilemma  in  which 
I  do  not  envy  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  in  which  I  am  perfectly  con- 
tent to  leave  them  entirely  alone. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
said,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  do  well 
to  alter  his  Resolution.  The  House  had 
received  the  joyful  assurance  from  the 
Leader  of  the  official  Opposition  and 
from  the  right  hon.  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  that  they  and  their  sup- 
porters intended  to  take  no  part  in  the 
further  discussion  oif  the  Bill.  That  was 
the  best  proof  that  could  be  given  of  the 
wisdom  of  the  Chancelk>r  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  moving  his  Resolution.  What 
was  the  complaint  of  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  never  could  get  out  of  his 
mind  the  idea  that,  though  he  was  in  the 
minority,  he  ought  still  to  dominate  in 
the  House.  He  complained  that  there 
had  been  no  settlement  by  arrangement. 
But.  settlement  by  arrangement  meant 
absolute  surrender  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. The  light  hon.  Gentleman  said 
it  was  the  business  of  the  Opposition  to 
alter  and  amend  the  Bill ;  but  surely  be 
did  not  contend  that  every  one  of  the  23 
pages  of  Amendments,  ^ould  improve 
the.  3ilU  He  would  suggest  that  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  changed  his  mind, 
and  wished  to  discuss  ^he  Kll,  he  should 
hold  a  committee  of  his  friends  for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  those  Amendments 
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that  would  alter  and  amend  the  Bill,  and 
eonfine  the  discussioa  to  them.  Every- 
body on  the  Opposition  side  really  re- 
joiced at  the  proposal  of  the  ChaDcellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  The  fact  was  they 
had  had  eoough  io  these  18  months,  and 
they  all  wanted  to  get  away,  hou.  Mem- 
bers OQ  'the  other  side  sharing  this 
anxiety  as  much  as  they.  He  knew  per- 
fectly well  it  was  usual  on  such  an  occa- 
sion io  go  through  a  certain  amount  of 
fireworks,  but  they  till  wanted  to  get 
away,  and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  would 
be  in  despair  if  they  were  taken  at  their 
word  when  they  said  they  were  willing 
to  remain  for  ever  in  order  to  discuss  the 
Bill.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had  a 
second  line  of  defence  in  the  House  of 
Liords.  They  might  enjoy  their  holiday, 
perfectly  certain  that  so  long  as  the 
lloase  of  Lords  existed  any  Radical 
measure  brought  in  by  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment would  be  thrown  out.  He  would 
like  to  know  what  was  the  view  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
as  to  the  veto  of  the  House  of  Lords.  In 
his  former  speeches  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  certainly  did  not  adopt  an 
attitude  of  abject  servility  and  admiratioM 
of  the  House  of  Lords.  Did  he  justify 
them  in  throwing  out  this  Bill  ? 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  do  not 
know  whether  they  are  going  to. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  Then  I  am 
afraid  there  is  a  split  between  the  two 
lioaders  of  the  Opposition.  For  my  part 
1  take  the  word  of  the  Leader  of  the 
official  Opposition,  who  said  he  was 
absolutely  certain  that  the  House  of 
Xiords  would  throw  out  the  Bill. 

Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  hon. 
Member  puts  words  into  my  mouth  which 
I  never  used.  What  I  said  was,  that 
the  coarse  which  the  House  has  pursued 
in  connection  with  this  Resolution,  and 
has  pursued  on  previous  occasions  when 
the  Lords  have  sent  down  Bills  with 
Amendments,  made  it  hardly  open  to 
doubt  that  they  will  be  driven  to  reject 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said,  it  seemed 
to  him  that  he  had  fairly  represented  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  statement.  He 
was  told  that  the  actual  words  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  were  that  the 
Lords  would  inevitably  throw  out  this 
measure.  He  knew  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  agreed  with  him.  He  sup- 
posed there  was  not  any  doubt  that  the 
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Lords  would  reject  the  Bill.  He  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it 
was  really  a  waste  of  time  on  the  part  of 
the  Liberals  and  Radicals  who  were  sent 
to  this  House  to  support  Liberal  and 
Radical  measures,  to  discuss  and  carry 
Bills  through  this  House  so  long  as  they 
were  thrown  out  by  the  House  of  Lords. 
He  should  like  the  Estimates  passed 
and  the  Appropriation  Bill  brought  in  at 
once,  for  he  did  not  see  the  use  of  dis- 
cussing a  Bill  day  after  day,  and  week 
after  week,  when  they  were  told  by 
those  who  held  the  House  of  Lords  in 
their  pockets  that  that  House  would 
throw  it  out.  It  would  l)e  much  better 
that  they  should  as  soon  as  possible 
appeal  to  the  country  as  to  whether  the 
majority  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
nation  were  to  l)e  masters  of  the  situation, 
or  whether  they  were  to  be  the  subser- 
vient, humble  servants  of  hereditary 
legislators,  Peers,  and  Bishops,  who- 
reudered  it  absolutely  impossible  for  any 
Liberal  Government  whatsoever  to  give- 
effect  to  the  grounds  on  which  they  were 
placed  in  Office.  That  was  the  question- 
which  he  wished  to  impress,  not  upon 
the  Opposition,  but  upon  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  he  hoped  that  they  would 
have  no  more  of  this  nonsense  in  future 
Sessions,  but  that  they  would  as  speedily 
as  possible  go  for  the  abolition  of  the 
House  of  Lords. 

Mk,  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bod- 
miu)  :  I  am  afraid  it  is  of  very  little  use 
attempting  to  add  any  words  to  the  dis- 
cussion in  which  we  are  engaged,  but  I 
cannot  help  expressing  my  profound  re-^ 
gret  at  the  deplorable  condition  in  which 
we  are  landed.  I  regret  it  on  twa 
grounds.  I  regret  it,  first,  with  regard  * 
to  the  condition  of  Ireland.  I,  at  all^ 
eventf,  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  pro- 
foundly important  character  of  the  sub* 
ject  dealt  with  by  this  Bill.  I  do  not 
commit  myself  for  one  moment  to  the 
particular  method  which  is  adopted  in  the 
Bill,  but  that  it  is  desirable,  urgent,  and 
necessary  to  deal  in  some  way  with  the 
crowd  of  evicted  tenants  who  are  found 
in  a  landless  and  work  less  condition  near 
the  places  where  they  once  dwelt  and 
worked  as  tenants  is  in  my  mind  an 
abiding  conviction.  I  learned  it  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
when  he  was  conducting  his  Bill 
through  the  House  in  1891,  when  he 
was    in    touch    with    Irish    affairs,   and 
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knew  exactly  the  cooditions  of  life  in  the 
We^t  of  Ireland)  when  reports  came  to 
him  daily  and  almost  hourly  as  to  the 
relations  between  the  guardians  of  order 
and  this  ragged  regiment.      And   what 
did  he  do  ?     He  did  not  want  seven  days  ; 
he  did  not  want  seven  hours  to  agree  to 
a  clause  in  his  Bill  affirming  the  expedi- 
ency  and   the   Imperial    desirability   of 
dealing  with  this  question.      It  is  quite 
true  that  he  did  not  introduce  the  element 
of  compulsion,  but  that  has  nothing  in 
the  world  to  do  with  the  argument  now 
submitted  as  to  the  importance  of  dealing 
in  some  way  or  other  with  this  pheno- 
mena in  Ireland.     Much  might  be  said 
on  that  question,  if  it  were  proper  at  this 
stage  in  reUtion  to  this  Motion  to  enter 
upon  it.     But  I  confess  that  it  is  difficult 
to  take  up  the  position  of  affirming  that 
it  is  desirable,  expedient,  and  reasonable 
that  the  credit  of  the  State  should  be  used 
and  the  procedure  of  the  Court  extended 
and   made   more   elaborate    in    order  to 
bring  back  tenants  to  their  holdings,  and 
that,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  reasonable  to 
allow  an  unreasonable  landlord  to  object. 
The  thing  in  itself  is  a  thing  we  desire 
as  a  matter  of  Imperial  policy.    You  may 
get  half  a  dozen  individuals— certainly 
not  expressing  the  views  of  the  majority 
•of  the  Irish  landlords — unreasonably  pre- 
venting what  you   say   is  a   reasonable 
;8olution,   and    you   will   not    allow  the 
interference    of    the    State   to    prevent 
^hese    plague     spots     being    removed. 
In  the  interests  of  Ireland  I  am  pro- 
foundly moved  by  the  spectacle  before 
us  of  the  certain  failure  of  the  Bill.     It 
is  not  necessary  to  mince  words  about  it. 
The  step  you  are   taking   to-night  de- 
stroys the  chance  of  the  Bill  being  read 
or   treated    in   any   fashion    in  another 
place.    There  would  have  been  difficulty 
in  any  case.     There   would   have  been 
some  obstacles  no  doubt,  but  perhaps  not 
absolutely     insurmountable,    elsewhere. 
Bat  this  is  a  difficult  Bill  to  recommend 
to  the  limited  English  intelligence.   They 
are  not  wholly  acquainted  with  the  con- 
dition of  Ireland.     They  do  not  see  the 
facts  and  circumstances  which  make  the 
thing  not  only  expedient  and  desirable, 
but  moral  and  just,  which  to  them  ap- 
pears to  be  immoral  or  wrong.     There 
would    have    been   great  difficulty,   no 
doubt,  in  inducing  the  other  House  to 
entertain  and  to  return  this  Bill  in  a 
shape  which  might  have  been  approved, 
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But  that  is  not  possible  now.    To-night 
it  has  been  made  impossible,  and  who  is 
responsible  for  it  ?    Is  it  the  impetuosity 
of    the    Government?     Perhaps   it  is. 
But  in  order  to  consider  that,  I  have  to 
turn  to  the  next  subject  which  excites 
my  feelings,  and  that  is  the  condition  and 
conduct  of  business  in  this  House.    To 
what  are  we   coming  ?     One  precedent 
follows  another  and  improves  upon  it. 
This  Motion  now  before  us  goes  further 
than  any  previous  Motion.     It  embraces 
two  series  of  Acts,  the  Committee  as 
well   as   the   Report  stage   in   a  single 
Resolution.     Some  Government  in  the 
future  may  possibly  go  better,  and  put 
three  transactions   into  one  Resolution, 
until  we   reach   a  certain  Transatlantic 
condition  in  which  a  Bill  is  put  upon  the 
Table  and  ordered  to  be  reported  imme- 
diately.    Here  the  same  question  arises, 
Wno  is  responsible  ?     There  is  a  very 
ready  trick  of  carrying  back  responsi- 
bility from  one  Government  to  its  pre- 
decessors, and  of  pointing  to  the  Parnell 
Commission   and   the   Crimes   Act.     It 
needs  must  be  that  ofTences  come,  but 
woe  to  them  through  whom  they  come. 
From  whom  does  the  offence  come  that 
this  Resolution  and  similar  Resolutions 
have  been   proposed  ?     Snrely  the  ori- 
ginal offence  lies  in  those  Members  of  the 
House  who,  disregarding  the  true  use  of 
its  functions,  and  disregarding  its  high 
mission  and  purpose,  abuse  their  powers 
so   as   to   destroy  what  should   be  the 
right  conduct  of  public  business.     One 
side   to-day,  another   yesterday,   and   a 
third    to-morrow.      Shall    we    get    any 
reform  out  of  these  moralities  ?     Not,  I 
think,  until  we  get  a  sound  conviction 
among  the  less  responsible  Members  of 
the   House    of    the    mischief  they    are 
doing   this   great   Assembly,   and   some 
conviction  also  on  the  part  of  Leaders, 
whether  in  or  out  of  Office,  to  use  their 
power  to  coerce  the  irresponsible  friends 
behind  them.     We  are  in   this  situation, 
not  only  in  respect  to  the  Bill  itself,  bat 
also  as  to  the  way  it  is  conducted — that 
the  true  conduct  has  passed  from  those 
who  know  to   the  less  informed  as  well 
as  less  responsible  members  and  partisans. 
Whereas    we    had    the    evidence    and 
testimony  of  people  who  had  the  conduct 
of  the  government  of  Ireland  in  their 
hands  on  one  side,  we  have  now  on  the 
other  got  a  junta  of  irresponsible  land- 
lords putting  their  power  on  those  who 
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ought  to  resist  them.  It  is  id  them  that 
the  evil,  the  foolish  motive,  and  the 
vainer  thoughts  lie — ^persons  less  cal- 
culated to  deal  with  such  exigencies  in 
this  House.  Is  it  now  too  late  ?  My 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  in  the  reallj  valuable  por- 
tion of  his  extraordinary  clever  speech 
«aid,  **You  have  been  too  eager;  on 
Friday  night  we  were  approaching  some- 
thing like  a  settlement  out  of  which  an 
agreement  might  have  been  come  to. 
How  can  we  go  on  in  that  manner  when 
the  reward  of  the  temper  we  then  showed 
is  a  slap  in  the  face  and  a  knock  on  the 
head  which  brings  us  to  the  ground  ?" 
If  that  was  the  temper  on  Friday  night 
— and  I  note  with  great  satisfaction  the 
report  that  such  temper  was  being 
developed — has  the  impetuosity  of  the 
Grovemment  been  such  as  to  prevent  a 
return  to  that  temper  now  ?  If  that  was 
my  right  hon.  Friend's  feeling  of  the 
judgment  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
is  it  too  late  even  now  to  say  in  that 
temper,  "  Withdraw  this  Closure  Resolu- 
tion and  let  us  agree  within  a  reasonable 
time  that  the  proceedings  on  the  remain- 
ing stages  of  the  Bill  shall  stop."  [Sir 
W.  HABCOtTRT  :  "  Hear,  hear  !"]  If  we 
were  approaching  a  condition  on  Friday 
in  which  some  settlement  might  have 
been  arrived  at,  surely  it  should  not  be 
too  late,  if  the  Government  will  admit 
that  they  are  ready  to  consider  it,  to 
come  to  a  reasonable  solution  even  yet. 
Then  we  may  rescue  out  of  this  ruinous 
situation,  not  only  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, but  also  the  Bill,  and  we  may 
send  it  to  the  other  House  in  the  hope  of 
fleeing  some  settlement  arrived  at.  I 
left  out  one  of  the  elements  of  the 
picture  when  I  was  speaking  of  the 
position  and  degradation  of  the  House. 
We  are  threatened  with  a  further  abdi- 
cation of  Debate  and  judgment,  for,  if 
this  Resolution  is  passed,  my  right  hon. 
Friend  says  he  and  his  friends  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  hesitate  to  come 
to  that  line  of  action.  Even  in  the  last 
necessity  something  is  due  to  ourselves 
and  to  the  House  of  which  we  are  Mem- 
bers, and  the  great  traditions  of  which 
we  are  the  inheritors.  Even  if  but  a 
limited  time  were  allowed  for  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill  I  would  goon  trying, 
even  in  that  minimum  of  time,  to  improve 
it.  I  cannot  think  that  we  are  furthering 
our  own  dignity,  or  showing  ourselves 


true  Members  of  the  House^  by  abdi* 
eating  and  refusing  further  to  discuss  this 
measure  because  the  time  is  short.  Per* 
haps  what  I  say  is  like  the  voice  of  ote 
crying  in  the  wilderness  and  saying, 
**  Peace,  peace,"  where  there  is  no  peace. 
Yet  I  would  even  repeat  what  I  have 
already  said,  if  there  is  the  temper  which 
was  shown  on  Friday  night  still  present, 
something  ought  to  be  capable  of  being 
made  of  that  temper.  8ome  solution 
ought  to  be  possible — something  which 
would  redeem  this  House  from  this  worse 
than  degradation,  the  saving  for  Ireland 
of  a  measure  which  would  be  the  means 
of  bringing  peace  and  relief  to  that  most 
distracted  country. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  My  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin  has 
made  a  speech  which,  I  think,  in  the 
opinion  of  every  man  who  heard  it,  was 
worthy  of  himself  and  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  stated  in  the  fe^  remarks 
which  I  used  in  commencing  this  Debate 
that  I  have  made  this  Motion  with  great 
reluctance,  and  only  because  I  was  con- 
vinced of  its  necessity.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knows  very  well  what  reasons 
I  had  to  be  convinced  of  its  necessity.  I 
used  these  words,  and  I  used  them  deliber- 
ately, in  introducing  the  Motion.  I  said 
if  any  reasonable  expectation  were  held  - 
out  that  fair  limits  would  be  placed  on 
this  discussion  I  should  not  make  this 
Motion.  I  have  sought,  and  sought 
eagerly,  for  some  assurance  that  any 
such  reasonable  limits  would  be  put  on 
this  discussion,  and  it  was  not  until 
these  hopes  and  these  expectations  were 
disappointed  that  I  found  myself  com- 
pelled to  make  the  Motiou  that  I  have 
made. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  From  whom 
did  you  seek  it  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  T  am  sur- 
prised that  the  right  hon.  Gei^tleman 
should  ask  that  question. 

Mr.  T.  £.  ELLIS  :  Hear,  hear. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  Sir,  I  repeat 
the  words  which  I  have  used  already, 
and  I  say  now,  if  any  reasonable  expec- 
tation were  held  out  that  fair  limits 
would  be  placed  on  this  discussion  I 
should  not  make  this  Motion.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  threatened  Parlia* 
mentary  secession, 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  It  is  a  good 
old  Whig  precedent. 
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Sir  W.  HAKCOURT  :  But  even 
Whig  precedents  are  not  always  for- 
tanate  precedents.  I  remember  Lord 
Beaconsfield  sajing  that  England  does 
not  love  coalitions.  The  political  history 
of  this  country  and  the  verdict  of  pos* 
terity  have  not  been  favourable  to  Par« 
liamentary  secessions,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  mean  nothing  else  but  Parlia- 
mentary cowardice. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  What 
about  the  Crimes  Act  ? 

Sir  W,  HARCOURT  :  The  men  who 
secede  because  they  cannot  have  their 
own  way,  I  agree  with  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  are  not  doing  their  duty  to  the 
House  or  the  country.  In  my  opinion,  at 
this  moment  if  there  was  any  prospect 
of  this  Bill  being  fairly  dealt  with  and 
fairly  discussed — 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  What  do  you 
mean  by  "  fairly  "  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  knows  what  I  mean  by 
"fairly,"  and  he  knows  also  perfectly 
well,  and  the  House  and  the  country 
know  perfectly  well,  that  it  never  was 
intended  by  the  Opposition  from  the  com- 
mencement to  deal  fairly  with  the  Bill. 
If  that  be  not  so,  what  was  the  meaning 
of  the  announcement  made  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh 
when  he  moved  the  Amendment  to  which 
hon.  Members  opposite  were  obliged  to 
submit  ?  He  said  that  the  Bill  was 
going  to  be  rejected  by  the  House  of 
Lords.  That  aunouncement  tie  placed  at 
the  very  fore-frout  of  his  battle-speech. 
Did  that  announcement  indicate  that  the 
Bill  was  going  to  be  discussed  here  in  a 
fair  spirit  ?  Sir,  in  conclusion,  I  repeat 
again  that  if  we  had  any  assurance  what- 
ever that  there  was  a  disposition  to  deal 
fairly  by  this  Bill  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment would  not  stand  in  the  way  of 
such  a  settlement  as  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bodmin  has  recommended. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  :  I  scarcely  know  in 
what  tone  to  answer  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  At  one  time  it  seemed  as  if 
he  was  under  the  iufluence  of  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bodmin, 
and  was  prepared  to  extricate  the  House 
from  the  difficulty  in  which  it  finds  itself, 
but  before  he  sat  down  he  brought  into 
play  the  usual  hostility  of  his  partisan 
mind.  [^Ministerial  cries  of  "  Oh, 
oh  ! "]     Yes,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 


could  not  sit  down  without  having  a  flin^ 
at  this  side  of  the  House  and  without 
throwing  down  a  challenge,  which,  o£ 
course,   makes   it  extremely  difficult  to 
entertain  any  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's    suggestions.       The    right    hon.. 
Member  for  Bodmin  spoke  with  a  deep 
sense  of  the  dignity  of  this  House,  and 
expressed  a  desire,  which  all  must  share^ 
that  our  Debates  should  not  be  reduced 
to  the  position  of  discussions  under  the^ 
gag.     [Cheers  and  interruption.']    Well^ 
under  a  time-table.     Upon  a  Bill  of  this, 
kind  it  would  be  a  farce  to  endeavour  to- 
argue  if  a  time  limit  is  imposed.     The 
right  hon.   Gentleman   says   that  if  we 
made  fair  proposals  he  would  wish  to> 
meet   them.     But  what  does   the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  think  is  a  fair  proposal  ? 
We  know  he  thinks  that  seven  days  ar& 
enough  for  this  Bill.  [Ministerial  cheersJ\ 
Yes,  but  there  are  important  issues  raised 
by  this  Bill  which  cannot  be  discussed  ade- 
quately in  the  time  given  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  [Ministerial  cries  of''*'  Oh  I"l 
Hon.  Members  opposite  perhaps  do  not 
know    to   Avhat   extent  the   taxpayer  is- 
interested    in   this   measure.     We   have 
not  examined  yet  the  question  whether 
£250,000  will  be  enough.     Hon.  Mem* 
bers  do  not  realise  the  risiks  that  will  be 
run  under  tlie  Purchase  Clauses.     The 
right  hon.   Gentleman  thinks  this   Bill 
can  be  disposed  of  in  seven  days.     I  re- 
member what  he  thought  could  be  done 
in   seven  days   when  we  sat   upon  the 
Treasury  Bench.   Then  even  the  smallest 
questions   were  argued    for  more  daya 
than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposea 
to  allot  to  the  whole  of  this  important 
measure.     This  Motion  has  been  made 
after  two  days'  discussion  of  the  Bill  in 
Committee.     That  is  an  entire  novelty* 
The   right   hon.   Gentleman   takes    the 
Order  Paper  in  his  hand  and  says,  '*  There 
are  a  great  many  Amendments  here,  and 
therefore  I  will  limit  the  discussion ;  I 
will  only  give  it  seven  days."     I  invite 
everyone    who   takes  an  interest  in  the 
Constitution  of  this  country  to  mark  this 
new   principle,   that   notwithstanding  a 
number  of   Amendments   may   be    pro- 
posed the  Minister  of  the  day  is  to  decide 
how  many  days  are  to  be  given  for  the 
discussion  of  a  Bill.    Is. the  same  method 
to    be  applied    to   the    Equalisation  of 
Rates   Bill  ?     Are   you   going   through 
your  Order  Paper  and  then  fix  your  limit 
of  two  or  three  days  ?     Are  these  to  be 
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the  conditions  under  wliich  Parliament  is 
to  legislate  in  the  future,  and  if  not,  why 
not  ?  That  is  the  precedent  the  Govern* 
ment  is  setting,  and  that  is  whj  mv  right 
hon.  Friend  opposite  has  spoken  on  the  suh- 
ject.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  proposal  like 
this  has  ever  before  been  made  bj  any  re- 
sponsible Government.  I  deeply  deplore 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
should  have  thought  it  necessary  to  set  a 
precedent  of  this  kind.  Why  has  he 
done  it  ?  Was  it,  as  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
said,  in  order  to  hasten  the  holidays  ? 
Are  we  to  be  subjected  to  this  simply 
because  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  getting  tired  and  think  that  the 
«ud  of  the  Session  ought  to  come  ? 
[^Ministerial  cries  of  "  No  I "]  If  not, 
then  let  them  sit  on.  Let  this  gag  be 
removed,  and  let  us  see  whether  in  a 
regular  discussion  of  this  Bill  we  cannot 
make  sufficient  progress.  Let  the  right 
iion.  Gentleman  not  press  this  Motion 
if  he  believes  that  his  English  friends 
will  sit  on.  The  hon.  Mem^r  for  North- 
ampton said  that  everybody  would  be 
^lad  of  this  Motion  because  it  would 
enable  hon.  Members  to  take  their  holi- 
day. I  trust  that  there  are  many  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  whom  the 
precedents  to  be  set  in  the  House 
of  Commons  are  of  greater  moment 
than  their  own  personal  convenience. 
This  is  an  entire  departure  from  ail  Par- 
liamentary traditions,  and  I  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  remove  tins 
Resolution  from  the  Paper  and  let  the 
discussion  proceed.  He  will  then  see 
whether  the  length  of  it  is  such  as  to 
justify  this  application  of  the  gag. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  rise  to  make 
-a  personal  explanation.  Some  words  fell 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excbequer 
which,  I  think,  could  only  be  interpreted 
hy  those  who  heard  them  in  this  way, 
that  reasonable  suggestions  or  offers  were 
made  to  me  and  that  I  refused  them.  I 
desire  to  say  that  if  such  an  impression 
is  derived  from  the  speech  of  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  that  impression  is  not 
correct. 

•Mk.  RATHBONE  (Carnarvonshire, 
Arfon)  desired  to  make  an  appeal  to  the 
House  in  support  of  the  admirable  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bodmiu. 
Surely  it  was  impossible  for  them  after 
listening  to  such  a  speech  to  degrade 
themselves    to    the   level  of  aspersions, 


provocations,  and  recriminations.  He 
did  not  wish  to  blame  anyone.  What  he 
meant  was  that  hon.  Members  should  put 
strife  aside  and  do  the  best  they  could 
for  the  poor  creatures  whom  they  all  pro- 
fessed a  desire  to  serve,  who  had  been 
evicted  from  their  homes,  and  who,  as  all 
had  admitted,  ought  to  be  restored  if 
possible.  During  the  last  25  years 
every  measure  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Irish  tenantry  had  been  ineffective  by 
the  action  of  a  few  bud  landlords. 
Time  after  time  opportunities  had  been 
lost,  because  at  the  end  of  a  Session 
Members  would  not  take  time  to  consider 
how  to  complete  and  carry  out  the  neces- 
sary work.  The  Leader  of  the  Irish 
people  said  that  the  Conservative  Land 
Act,  if  the  arrears  question  was  settled, 
would  be  a  message  of  peace  to 
Ireland.  The  House  should  not 
repeat  old  errors,  but  should  give  this 
Bill  sympathetic  consideration.  They 
all  felt  in  their  hearts  that  the  question 
of  evicted  tenants  ought  to  be  settled, 
and  they  could  settle  it  now  if  they  would 
take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands  and 
disregard  the  pressure  exerted  by  a  few 
extremists  who  would  be  themselves  the 
first  to  regret,  when  they  came  out  of  the 
combat  and  arrived  at  a  cooler  state  of 
mind,  that  they  had  not  been  com- 
pelled to  do  that  which  their  own 
hearts  would  not  have  prompted  them  to 
do.  What  they  all  desired  to  do  was  to 
remedy  the  present  condition  of  things  in 
Ireland  due  to  a  few  bad  landlords,  who 
had  dealt  unjustly  and  cruelly  with  their 
tenants.  Let  them,  therefore,  show 
themselves  willing  to  make  the  required 
alteration  in  the  law,  and  not  forget  the 
result  of  foolish  action  in  the  past.  If 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  would  make 
a  reasonable  offer  they  would  be  pre- 
pared to  listen  to  it.  No  one  was  better 
aware  of  that  than  himself.  Let  him 
remember  the  numerous  cases  in  which 
he  had  made  the  same  kind  of  mistake, 
and  not  lose  an  opportunity  like  this. 
If  they  failed  to  take  advantage  of  it 
now,  the  speech  of  the  right  hou.  Mem- 
ber for  Bodmiu  would  go  out  into  the 
country  in  condemnation  of  the  Leaders 
of  the  House,  and  in  witness  that  they 
had  failed  to  do  what  they  ought — a 
failure  which  would  be  a  disgrace  to  them. 
OoLOXEL  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
N.)  said,  that  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Bodmin  had  made  one  of  tho.^e  speeches 
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"whicb  were  supposed  to  appeal  to  the 
better  feelings  of  hon.  Members  sitting 
on   all  sides  of  the  House,  and   which 
often    elicited    much   cheering,    but   to 
him    it    appeared    to    be  a    one  -  sided 
speech.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
so  evcnlj  balanced  a  mind  that  some- 
times neither  he  nor  his  friends  knew 
exactly  what  line  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  going   to   take,   and   on    this 
occasion  he  did  not  think  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  dealt  with  the  sub- 
ject under  discussion  with  the  distinct- 
ness  which   generally   characterised  his 
observations.      The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  spoken  of  the  '*  plague  spot  "  in 
Ireland,  and  he  thought  that  be  had  done 
something  towards  making  that  '^  plague 
spot"  more  visible.     According  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  there  was  a  plague 
spot   in  Ireland   which    this    Bill    was 
brought  in  to   obliterate,   and  that  was 
the   conduct   of  what  were  termed  the 
"irreconcilable    landlonls    of    Ireland," 
who   were   or   should   be   deserving    of 
condemnation.     That  was  the  sense   in 
which  his  observations  were  received  by 
his  friends  below   the   Gangway.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  referred  in  the 
course  of  his  speech  to  those  unhappy 
tenants   who  were   at  present  living  in 
huts  in  view  of  their  own  homes.     But 
who  had  put  those  tenants  there  ?    They 
were  placed   there,   not   by   their  laud- 
lords,  but  in  consequence  of  being  the 
dupes   of  the  leaders   of    the   Plan   of 
Campaign.     It  was  very  easy  to  say  that 
the  Irish  landlords  were  irreconcilable, 
and   no   doubt  they  were  irreconcilably 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  compulsion 
proposed  to  be  adopted  in  this  Bill.    But 
it  must  be  remembered  that  without  that 
principle  being  contained  in  it  the  Bill 
would   never  ifor  a  moment  have   been 
accepted   by  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway.      The    Opposition    had    put 
down   many   Amendments   to   the  Bill, 
and  during  two  days  there  had  been  an 
animated  discussion  in  Committee  ;  but 
there  had  been   nothing  on   their  part 
which  savoured  of  what  was  called  ob- 
struction. The  speeches  on  those  Amend- 
ments   had   been   remarkable  for    their 
brevity  and  also  for  their  cogency,  but  the 
Opposition  were  in  this  difficulty — that 
they  could  not  get  the  Government  to 
meet  their  arguments,  and  probably  the 
Government  would   not  have  answered 
them  at  all  had  it  not  been  for  the  right 
Colonel  Saunderson 


hon.  Member  for  Birmingham  putting  on 
the  last  twist  of  the  screw,  which  they 
could  not  resist.     There  had  been  no 
obstruction,  and  there  was  no  justifica- 
tion for  the  proposal  of  the  Government. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
said  that  there  was  a  great  necessity  for 
this  measure,  but  he  did  not  tell  them 
what  constituted  that  necessity.    Yes^ 
there  was  a  great  necessity  for  this  mea- 
sure, but  it  was  to  be  found  not  so  much 
in  Ireland  as  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
If  the  right  hon.   Gentlemen    on    the 
Treasury  Bench  had  not  brought  in  thia 
Bill,   they   themselves   would   have  be- 
come evicted  tenants.     They  knew  that 
as  well  as  he  did.     Had  the  Government 
really  meant  the  Bill  to  be  passed  into 
law,   could   it  be    conceived   that  they 
would  have  brought  it  in  at  the  tail  end 
of  the  Session  ?     The  Bill  was  full  of 
couteutious    matter  such  as  had   never 
before  been  introduced  iuto  any  measure 
that  had  been  brought  into  that  House. 
With  regard  to  the  probable  action  of  the 
House  of  Lords  in  relation  to  this  Bill^ 
all  he  had  done  was  to  express  his  opinion 
that  when  the  measure  came  before  that 
body — which  was  not  usually  supposed 
to  be  affected  with  lunacy — it  would  re- 
ceive at  their  hands,  as  it  ought  from  any 
intelligent   body  of  men,   emphatic  re- 
jection.    The  Government  had  refused 
to  accept  any  Amendments  to  the  mea- 
sure on  the  ground  that  if  they  accepted 
one  it  would  only  be  made  a  peg  upon 
which  to  hang  others,  and  at  length  they 
had    resorted   to   the  argument,   whieh 
they  really  could  use  with  some  prospect 
of  success — they  simply  said,  as  they  had 
said  in  regard  to  the  Home  Rule  Bill, 
'*  Go  and  be  gagged.'*     That  was  the 
conciliatory  spirit  in  which  the  right  hon^ 
Gentleman     opposite    dealt    with     his 
political  opponents.     As  far  as  he  wa» 
personally  concerned,  he  did  not  think 
that  it  was  fair  for  any  man  to  accuse 
him  or  his  friends  or  colleagues  of  being 
irreconcilable  landlords.     However  much 
the  landlords  might   oppose  this  Bill, 
they  were  justified  in  doing  so,  as  they 
regarded  it  as  an  abominable   injustice 
to  1,500  tenants,  who  under  it  would 
be 

•Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  is  now  going- 
into  matter  which  is  outside  of  the  Ques- 
tion before  the  House. 
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Colonel  SAUKDEBSON  said,  be 
BuppoBed  that  be  might  go  so  far  as  to 
saj  that  be  and  his  colleagnes  who  were 
accused  of  being  irreuoocilable  were  only 
irreconcilable  to  an  act  of  injustice,  for 
thej  regarded  this  Bill  as  an  act  of  in- 
justice not  only  to  themselves,  but  to  the 
1,500  Irish  tenants  who  had  never  broken 
the  law.     Had  the  measure  been  framed 
on  another  principle  and  in  a  ditferent 
spirit,  and  had  the  principle  of  compul- 
sion been  omitted,  they  would  have  given 
it  a  fair  and  candid  hearing.     There  was 
another  respect  in  which  they  were  irre- 
concilable, and  that  was  that  they  regarded 
the  present  proposal  of  the  Government 
as  a  degradation  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.    What  would  be  the   position  in 
future  of  auy  minority,  however  large  it 
might  be,  if  the  House  assented  to  this 
proposal  of  the  Government  ?     The  Go- 
vernment  whenever  they  pleased  could 
cram  down  the  throats  of  the  minority 
any  measure    they   pleased    practically 
without    argument,    and    all    that    the 
minority  could  do  would  be,  as  they  did 
last  year,  to  make  peripatetic  protests  in 
the  Lobby  against  the  policy  with  which 
they  disagre^.    If  the  House  of  Lords 
threw  out   the  Bill,  their  action  would 
meet  with  the  acclamation  of  19  out  of 
every  20    Radicals    themselves    in   the 
country.     They  had  heard  vague  threats 
of  what  would  happen  if  the  Bill  met  its 
deserved  fate  in  another  place.     They  all 
knew  how  these  threats  were  fulfilled. 
Similar  threats  were  made  in  connection 
with  the  Home  Rule  Bill,  and  now  it  was 
said  that,  if  the  House  of  Lords  ventured 
to  make  use  of  the  power  which  it  was 
its   special  fnnction  to  exercise,  and  to 
reject  the  Bill  because  they  believed  it,  in 
their  consciences,  to  be  an  unjust  and  an 
unrighteous  measure,   they  would   meet 
with  the  condemnation  of  the  country.  In 
his  opinion,  the  House  of  Lords  in  such 
an   event  would  have   nothing    to  fear 
from  the  attacks  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite.     He  believed  that  the 
House  of    Commons  was   in  far  more 
danger  of  public  condemnation  than  the 
House  of  Lords,  in  this  matter,  and  he 
ventured   to  say  that,  if  the  House  of 
Commons  cringed  to  the  Government  and 
accepted  such  a  proposal  as  this,  it  would 
meet  with  that  condemnation  throughout 
the  country  which  it  would  richly  de- 
serve.    In  accepting   this  proposal   the 
House  of  Commons  would  be  wiping  out 


of  the  flag  which  the  Liberal  Party,  of 
all  Parties,  was  the  most  proud,  to  bear 
the  two  mottoes  '^  Fairness  of  Discussion '' 
and  '<  Freedom  of  Debate.'* 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  (Bedfoi^).  said, 
before  the  effect  of  the  right  hon.  Mem* 
her  for  Bodmin's  speech  passed  away  at 
the  moment  he  would  say  briefly  that 
he  could  scafcely  describe  the  pleasure 
and     admiration    with    which    he    had 
listened    to   My  lor  it   was   one  of  the 
noblest  efforts  which  it  had  been  his  lot 
to  hear  in  the  House  of  Commons.     He 
saw  no  advantage  in  discussing  then  what 
was  likely  to  be  the  fate  of  that  Bill 
when  it  got  into  the  House  of  Lords. 
All  that  they  were  concerned  with  was 
to  make  it  the  best  Bill  they  could  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  whatever  might  ^be 
its  fate  elsewhere.     The  right  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  had  made  an  appeal  which,  he 
thought,  must  have  touched  the  Leader 
of     the    Opposition.     The    right    hon. 
Grcn  tleman    had  been  followed   by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  in  the 
most  conciliatory  tone  made  an  offer  to 
withdraw  this  Motion  if  there  was  any 
reasonable  prospect  that  proper  progress 
would  be   made  with   the  Bill.     That 
offer    was    as  conciliatory  as   anything 
could  be.     He  would   not  now  stop  to 
question  some  words  which  fell  from  the 
Ch«^ncelIor  of  the  Exchequer  afterwards. 
The  House  of  Commons  and  the  Front 
Benches  fortunately  had  not  come  to  the 
condition  that  because  of   some  alight 
war  of  words  they  were  unable  to  exer- 
cise a  calm  and  proper  judgment  upon  a 
question  of  vast  importance.     He  con* 
fessed  that  he  always  voted  with  pain 
for  any  form  of  Closure  and  never  did 
so  till  he  believed  it  to  be  necessary. 
He  set  the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
interests    of    the    House  of    Commons 
above    the    value    of    any   Party.     He 
thought  that  the  appeal  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    the    Member    for    Bodmin 
and  the  offer  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  deserved    from   the   Leader 
of  the  Opposition  something  more  than 
the    mere    retort    that    no     offer     had 
been  made  to  him.     The  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  had  the  power,  if  he  liked,  to 
impress .  upon  those  Members  who  sat 
behind  ban  the  necessity  for  moderation 
in  the  rreussion  of  this  BilL     Nobody 
doubts.,  ^at  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
cho     *   '    jxercise  that  power  this  Bill 
^%[ain  Que9^  through  in  a    reasonable 
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time.  Upon  whom  would  the  charge  of 
UDreasoDableness  rest,  if  nothiug  came 
from  the  Front  Opposition  Bench  but  the 
offer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Kt.  George's,  Hanover 
Square,  that  if  the  Closure  Resolution 
were  withdrawn,  the  Government  would 
see  how  long  Members  of  the  Opposi* 
tion  would  be  willing  to  sit  on  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  What  offer  ? 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  would  make  one 
more  appeal  to  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo* 
sition  to  use  the  power  which  he  un- 
doubtedly possessed  to  bring  this  matter 
to  a  conclusion,  and  bring  about  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Closure.  That  was 
what  they  all  really  desired  ;  but  if  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  would  not  use 
ihis  power  to  bring  that  about,  he  and 
-other  Members  on  the  Ministerial  side  of 
<he  House  would  support  the  Govern- 
nneut  to  the  full.  But  he  and  others  on 
Uhat  side  of  the  House  earnestly  desired 
^bat  the  Opposition  should  take  a  reason- 
;able  view  of  the  situation,  and  see  whether 
they  could  not  give  such  pledges  as 
would  lead  to  an  amicable  solution  of  the 
present  difficulty. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  no 
right,  nor  had  I  the  slightest  intention, 
to  say  another  word  ;  but  the  challenge 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  coupled  with  con- 
siderable blame  for  my  previous  silence, 
•  does  seem  to  impose  on  me  the  necessity 
for  saying,  with  the  leave  of  the  House, 
one  or  two  words  on  what  has  passed.  I 
.  got  up,  and,  by  way  of  personal  explana- 
tion, attempted  to  do  away  with  the  idea 
which  some  persons  might  gather  from 
what  fell  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  that  reasonable  proposals  had 
been  made  to  us,  and  that  those  reason- 
able proposals  had  been  rejected. 
Nothing  of  that  sort  has  occurred  ;  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  bear 
out  what  I  say.  Then,  says  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bedford,  an  offer  has 
4»een  made  to  you  across  the  floor  of  the 
House  that  this  Motion  would  be  with- 
•drawn  if  an  assurance  were  noW  given 
that  the  Bill  would  be  proceeded  "with  in 
41  reasonable  manner  ;  and,  apparently,  it 
is  to  that  challenge  that  I  am  ajsked  to 
reply,  and  am  reproached  with  not  having 
replied  to  before.  In  the  first  plaajDi  I  never 
gathered  anything  of  the  kiiidirnim  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheqiie^bab2[ne's 
attention  sometimes  wandeip  answ%  a 
moment,  and  I  may  have  mi/or  the  rig- 

Mr.  Whithread 


thing  ;  but  I  did  not  hear  him  offer  to 
withdraw  this  Motion  on  that  or  any 
other  condition.  Did  any  other  hon« 
Gentleman  except  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bedford  hear  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex*  ^ 
chequer  make  that  offer  ?  I  do  not  think 
anybody  did.  It  is  evident,  then,  that  I 
am  right,  and  that  no  offer  has  been  made, 
and  It  is  all  in  the  imagination  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  sat  down.  Then» 
why 'am  I  reproached  for  refusing  to  reply 
to  an  offer  that  was  never  made  at  all, 
except  in  the  imagination  of  the  hon. 
Member  ?  Under  these  circumstances,  it 
is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  another 
word,  nor  do  I  see  that  another  word  can 
be  appropriately  said.  The  fact  is  that 
the  Government,  1  presume,  in  the  terms 
of  this  Resolution  have  told  the  House 
of  Commons  what  they  think  is  a 
reasonable  time  in  which  to  discuss  this 
Bill.  To  me  it  appears  to  be  grossly 
and  flagrantly  unreasonable  and  unfair, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  it  rests  with  the 
Leader  of  the  Government,  on  the  spur 
of  the  moment,  or,  indeed,  at  all,  to  lay 
down  either  In  public  or  private  the 
number  of  days  that  he  thinks  this  dis- 
cussion should  last.  As  far  as  I  under- 
stand the  matter,  should  the  Government 
think  better  of  their  present  policy,  there 
would  be  no  desire  on  our  part  for  unrea- 
sonable discussion  on  this  Bill.  But  we 
cannot,  in  justice  either  to  our  constituents 
or  to  the  traditions  of  this  House,  agree 
to  fetter  ourselves  in  the  way  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  appears  to 
suggest.  [Mr.  J.  Morley  :  Hear, 
hear.]  Nor  do  I  augur  from  the  cheer 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  that 
any  arrangement  could  be  come  to.  I 
can  only  express,  on  behalf  of  myself 
and  my  friends,  my  deliberate  intention, 
if  this  Motion  is  withdrawn,  to  discuss 
the  Bill  in  a  perfectly  reasonable  spirit ; 
and  I  cannot  agree  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  I  am  abrogating  any 
duty  when  I  refuse  to  discuss  this  mea- 
sure further  pnder  the  conditions  that  he 
desires  to  impose  on  us.  Nor  do  I  think 
that  we  are  guilty  of  all  the  errors  that 
he  now  seeks  to  attribute  to  us.  I  hope 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  made  the 
appeal  to  me  will  feel  that  no  ofler  of  the 
kind  he  indicated  was  made.  I  do  not 
see  that  the  initiative  lies  with  the  Oppo- 
sition in  this  case,  though  I  can  repeat 
to  him  the  assurance  that  neither  I  nor 
my  friends  have  any  desire  that  this  Bill 
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shall  be  discussed  at  anj  unreasonable 
length  or  in  an  unreasonable  spirit. 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
saidy  that  he  did  not  think  that  the  Chief 
Seeratarj  would  hold  that  on  this  ques- 
tion he  was  an  'Mrreconcilable,^^  and 
he  certatulj  would  not  say  he  had 
ever  denied  the  existence  of  a  great  evil 
which  required  to  he  met  and  dealt  with. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  his 
opening  speech  that  evening,  had  pointed 
to  23  pages  of  Amendments,  and  then 
threw  the  Order  Book  down  on  the  Table 
as  if  that  settled  the  question.  In  the 
first  place,  he  desired  to  submit  that  the 
diagnosis  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  be  absolntely  wrong,  and  he  would 
show  him  why.  He  himself  had  put 
down  eight  Amendments  to  the  first 
clause.  With  the  negativing  of  the 
first  of  those  Amendments  the  other 
seven  would  be  disposed  of,  and,  there- 
fore, it  was  not  fair  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  take  the  23  pages  of 
Amendments  as  an  accurate  estimate. 
The  second  point  was,  that,  looking  at 
the  two  nights  spent  in  Committee  on 
the  Bill,  he  was  unable  to  say  that  there 
had  been  anything  like  obstructive  pro- 
cedure. He  did  not  put  that  forward  on 
bis  own  bare  statement,  but  simply 
pointed  out  that  the  three  chief  matters 
discussed  were  all  points  that  the  Govern- 
ment might  have  conceded  without  in- 
juringtheir  Bill  as  originally  introduced — 
namely,  tenants  evicted  for  breach  of 
statatory  conditions  ;  tenants  evicted  by 
order  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  ; 
and  evicted  tenants  not  now  residing  in 
Ireland.  The  Government,  at  that  time, 
never  intended  to  include  within  the  scope 
of  the  Bill  tenants  evicted  for  breach 
of  the  statutory  conditions,  nor  tenants 
who  no  longer  resided  in  Ireland.  His 
reason  for  saying  so  was  the  letter  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Longford.  Moreover,  the  Go- 
vernment ought  never  to  have  left 
the  decrees  of  the  High  Court  at  the 
mercy  of  two  solicitors.  The  Govern- 
ment might  have  accepted  most  of  the 
Amendments  proposed  without  in  any 
way  affecting  the  object  for  which  they 
had  introduced  the  Bill.  Not  only  did  he 
deny  that  there  had  been  any  obstruction 
in  Committee,  but  he  maintained  that  the 
Debate  atid  the  Amendments  were  in 
Order  on  all  the  points  discussed,  and  that 
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those  points  were  strictly  relevant  to 
the  question.  From  the  beginning,  ever 
since  the  Bill  had  been  introduced,  he  had 
seen  that  it  must  either  be  a  question  of 
compromise  or  no  Bill  at  all.  There  had 
been  a  good  deal  of  appealing  to  Leaders 
on  one  side  of  the  House  and  the  other, 
but  he  was  going  to  make  an  appeal  to  a 
quarter  of  the  House  to  which  no  appeal 
had  yet  been  made.  He  believed  that 
this  Bill  represented  the  irreducible 
minimum  of  the  Irish  Members,  and  he 
believed  that  the  Chief  Secretary  was 
tied  down  to  that,  and  that  this  was  really 
the  reason  why  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  either  accept  Amend- 
ments or  agree  to  compromise.  It  was 
all  very  well  for  hon.  Members  and  for 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bedford,  who  was 
accustomed  to  this  sort  of  thing,  but  who 
never  gave  up  anything  on  his  own 
side,  to  make  those  appeals ;  but  there 
was  a  far  more  potent  quarter  to  which 
he  now  desired  to  appeal.  Everybody  in 
the  House  and  outside  was  aware  that  if 
the  compulsory  principle  in  the  Bill  were 
abrograted,  a  settlement  could  be  arrived 
at  in  that  House.  What  stood  in  the 
way  of  that  compromise  was  the  position 
of  hon.  Members  opposite,  to  whom  he 
now  appealed^  Their  position  no  doubt 
was  perfectly  straightforward  ;  they  did 
not  believe  that  the  Bill  without  com- 
pulsion would  serve  their  purpose,  and, 
therefore,  the  Chief  Secretary  found  him- 
self unable  to  accept  Amendments  in  that 
direction.  If  this  Bill  was  lost  it  would 
be  because  of  the  extremists  en  both  sides 
of  this  question,  and  that  was  a  miserable 
result.  If  Irish  Members  opposite  would 
be  reasonable,  then  this  question  could  be 
settled.  If  there  was  no  reasonableness 
shown  there,  and  no  disposition  to  accept 
any  Amendment  or  compromise,  he  was 
afraid  the  Bill  would  go  to  its  own 
place,  aud  that  place  would  not  be 
the  Statute  Book.  It  might  easily  have 
been  otherwise,  and  he,  for  one,  would 
always  regret  that  in  a  case  where  com- 
promise was  possible  compromise  could 
not  be  brought  about  in  consequence  of 
the  inflexibility  of  extreme  men  on  both 
sides. 

Question  put. 

The    House    divided:  —  Ayes     217; 
Noes  174.— (Division  List,  No.  204.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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ORDERS    OF   DA  Y. 

SUPPLY— REPORT. 
Resolution  [SOth  July]  reported. 

CIVIL    8BRVICK8   AND    REVENUE 

DEPARTMENTS,  I894<^. 

(Third  Vote  on  Account.) 

"That  a  farther  sum,  not  exceeding 
£3,588,150,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  on  ac- 
count, for  or  towards  defraying  the  Charges  for 
the  following  Civil  Services  and  Revenue  De- 
partments for  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day 
of  March,  1895."— [See  page  1273.] 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

•Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  called  attention  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  W.  Leek,  who  had  recently  been  ap- 
pointed an  Inspector  of  Metalliferous 
Mines  in  the  County  of  Cumberland.  So 
far  as  he  had  been  able  to  gather  froni 
the  Home  Secretary  at  question  time  that 
afternoon,  it  appeared  that  no  qualifica- 
tions were  at  present  laid  down  for  can- 
didates for  such  appointments.  But  he 
observed  from  a  Paper  issued  by  the 
Home  Office  that  three  necessary  quali- 
fications were  very  properly  laid  down  in 
the  cases  of  Inspectors  of  Coal  Mines. 
First,  the  candidate,  within  five  years  of 
the  time  of  his  appointment,  must  have 
been  employed  for  two  years  under 
ground ;  second,  he  must  satisfy  the 
Civil  Service  Commissioners  that  he 
possesses  certain  necessary  qualifications  ; 
and  third,  he  must  be  over  23  and  less 
than  36  years  of  age.  If  those  condi- 
tions were  necessary  in  the  case  of  an 
Inspector  of  Coal  Mines,  he  could  not 
conceive  why  they  should  not  be  applied  to 
the  case  of  an  Inspector  of  Metalliferous 
Mines.  Mr.  William  Leek,  however,  did 
not  satisfy  a  single  one  of  those  three 
requirements.  He  had  no  experience 
whatever  of  coal  mines  ;  he  did  not  even 
possess  a  second-class  certificate,  and  yet 
he  might  be  called  upon  to  supervise  the 
work  of  first-class  certificated  managers 
of  mines  under  the  Coal  Mines  Regulation 
Act  of  1887.  It  appeared  from  Section 
39,  Sub-section  4  of  that  Act,  that  this 
gentleman,  although  appointed  as  an  In- 
spector of  Metalliferous  Mines,  and 
although  he  did  not  possess  a  single  one 
of  the  qualifications  laid  down  by  the 
Home  Office  in  the  case  of  an  Inspector 


of  Coal  Mines,  might  be  called  upon  to 
act  as  an  Inspector  of  Coal  Mines* 

Me.  ASQUITH  :  If  required. 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  said,  that  al- 
though an  arrangement  had  been  come  to 
by  the  Home  Secretary  with  Mr.  Leek 
that  Mr.  Leek  should  not  inspect  eoal 
mines,  that  understanding  could  not  be 
binding  on  the  successor  of  the  eight 
hon.  Gentleman  in  the  Home  Office  ;  and 
therefore  this  anomalous  state  of  things 
was  possible — that  a  gentleman  who  had 
been  appointed  an  Inspector  of  Metal- 
liferous Mines  might  at  a  future  time  be 
called  upon  to  inspect  coal  mines,  al- 
though he  did  not  possess  a  single  one  of 
the  qualifications  required  by  the  Home 
Office.  Mr.  Leek  had  not  satisfied  the 
Civil  Service  Commissioners  of  his  fit- 
ness for  the  post,  because  he  had  passed 
no  examination,  nor  was  it  intended  that 
he  should  submit  to  any  examination  io 
the  future.  Besides,  Mr.  Leek  was  over 
the  prescribed  age,  being  40. 

Mr-  ASQUITH  :  Thirty-seven. 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  said,  that 
was  over  the  age  prescribed,  which  was 
35.  He  had  shown  that  Mr.  Leek  had 
none  of  the  necessary  qualifications,  and 
he  would  now  point  out  Mr.  Leck^s  dis- 
qualifications. It  appeared  that  Mr.  Leek 
had  been  employed  as  an  under-numager 
in  an  iron  mine  belonging  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Cumberland,  and  he 
was  also  Secretary  of  the  Cleator  Moor 
Liberal  Association,  In  November,  1888, 
unfortunately  an  accident  took  place  in 
the  mine,  and  the  coroner^s  jury  added  to 
their  verdict  words  reflecting  on  three 
persons,  of  whom  Mr.  Leek  was  one, 
by  declaring  that  there  had  been 
"  great  but  not  criminal  neglect  ^*  on  the 
part  of  those  three  officials  of  the  mine. 
Therefore,  so  far  from  Mr.  Leek  being 
qualified  to  act  as  an  Inspector  of  Coal 
Mines,  he  had  recorded  against  him  the 
pronouncement  of  a  jury  of  his  country- 
men that  he  had  beien  guilty  of  great, 
though  not  criminal,  neglect  in  his  duties. 
They  did  not  wish  him  to  be  prosecuted. 
They  found  there  was  no  criminal  neglect. 
Soon  after  the  inquest  Mr.  Leek  left  the 
service  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Cumberland — which  was  not  a  matter  of 
much  surprise — and  since  then  up  to  the 
present  time,  as  he  (Mr.  Lowther)  was 
informed,  he  had  not  since  been  employed 
iu  any  mine.  He  (Mr.  Lowther)  did  not 
think  Mr.  Leek  could  be  employed  as 
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a  manager  or  ander-inanager,  as  he  did 
not  bold  the  necessary  certificates.  Until 
3faj  this  year  his  employment  had  been 
that  which  he  had  combined  with  the 
under  managership  of  the  bon.  Member's 
mine — namely,  Secretary  to  the  Cleator 
Moor  Liberal  Association.  Mr.  Leek  in 
that  eapacity  assisted  very  largely  in 
bringing  about  the  return  qf  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Cumberland.  Not  only 
did  he  assist  the  bon.  Member  as  a  Party 
worker,  but  he  was  actually  employed 
by  him  as  one  of  his  subrogents  at  the 
last  election,  and  so  valuable  were  his 
services  that  the  hon.  Member  rewarded 
him  with  a  fee  as  large  as  that  whioh  he 
had  paid  to  his  election  agent — namely, 
£100,  and  to  this  day  might  be  seen  in 
the  election  expenses  returned  by  the 
hon«  Member  for  West  Cumberland  the 
item  of  £100  paid  to  this  gentleman. 
And  this  was  not  all  that  fell  into  the 
mouth  of  this  fortunate  gentleman.  In 
May  of  this  year  the  postmastership  of 
Cleator  Moor  fell  vi^ant,  and  Mr.  Leek 
was  appointed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Cumberland,  and  it  was  from  that 
humble  position  he  had  been  chosen  as 
an  Inspector  of  Metalliferous  Mines.  It 
was  a  great  pity  that  an  appointment 
such  as  this  should  have  been  conferred 
upon  a  man  who  had  distinguished  him- 
self, above  all  others,  in  promoting  the  in- 
terests of  one  political  Party. 

Mr.ASQUITH:  Does  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber suggest  that  is  why  he  was  ap- 
pointed ? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  :  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  he  is  not  aware  of 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  was  totally  un- 
aware of  it. 

Mh.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  said,  he  ac- 
cepted  the  statement  at  once.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  was  not 
aware  of  the  great  part  Mr.  Leek  had 
played  during  the  last  few  years  in 
Cumberland  politics,  all  he  could  say 
was  he  must  have  been  very  badly  in- 
formed by  those  who  represented  that 
particular  part  of  the  country.  If  he  had 
asked  the  hon.  Baronet  below  the  Gang- 
way (Sir  W,  Lawson)  he  would  have 
told  him  that  he  knew  Mr.  Leek  as  a 
thorough-going  Party  man.  There  could 
be  Utile  doubt  that  it  was  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Cum- 
berland and  others  of  that  poiu  "1  faith 
that  Mr.  Leek  had  been  fortunate  e.    igh 


to  secure  this  appointment.  He  had 
read  in  the  chief  Radical  .organ  of  the 
constituency  a  passage  which  he  thought 
very  instructive.     It  said — 

<*  At  the  request  of  the  working  men,  Mr. 
Ainsworth  took  up  the  question  of  getting 
such  an  appointment  made  shortly  after  the 
last  General  Election,  and  during  all  the  time 
that  hafl  elapeed  he  has  never  wearied  in  his 
efforts  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  work*^ 
ing  men.  Even  when  he  was  ill  and  confined 
to  his  house,  as  we  hare  good  reason  for  know- 
ing, he  kept  pegging  away  at  his  task  of  con- 
vincing the  Home  ^retary  of  the  wisdom  of 
the  course  that  ought  to  be  adopted.  Although 
Mr.  Ainsworth^s  illness  has  prevented  him  from 
making  a  big  score  in  the  Division  Lobbv,  all 
those  connected  with  the  iron  industry  know 
well  how  earnestly  Mr.  Ainsworth  has  worked 
with  this  object,  which  I  am  glad  to  learn  is 
now  completely  successful,  much  to  Mr.  Ains- 
worth's  credit.'* 

He  was  sure  they  all  regretted  very  much 
tbe  long  absence  of  tlie  hon.  Member  for 
West  Cumberland  from  the  House  in 
consequence  of  illness,  but  be  must  say 
tbat  their  regret  was  a  little  tempered 
when  they  found  that  even  on  a  bed  of 
sickness  he  was  trying  to  work 
what  in  Cumberland  was  regarded 
as  a  political  job.  He  (Mr.  J. 
W.  Lowther)  had  thought  it  right  to 
bring  this  case  before  the  Houoe  of 
Commons.  He  had  also  thought  it  hia 
duty  last  January,  when  he  beard  tbat 
it  was  possible  that  this  gentleman  might 
be  appointed,  to  communicate  with  tbe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  and  he 
bad  laid  certain  facts  before  him,  some  of 
which  he  had  detailed  to  the  House. 
Other  facts  which  he  had  mentioned  bad 
only  come  to  his  knowledge  since  that 
period.  But  when,  last  January,  he 
heard  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wa» 
contemplating  the  appointment  he  warned 
him  that  it  would  not  be  favourably  re- 
ceived in  Cumberland,  and  laid  certain 
facts  before  him  as  to  the  verdict  of  the 
jury.  He  was  afraid  he  had  not  a  copy 
of  the  letter,  but  if  tbe  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  the  letter  by  him  he  should  not 
object  to  its  being  read.  He  considered 
it  a  very  important  fact  tbat  there  should 
be  selected  for  the  post  of  Inspector  of 
Mines  a  man  who  was  found  by  a  jury 
of  his  countrymen  to  have  been  guilty 
of  gross  but  not  criminal  neglect 
in  the  management  of  a  mine.  He 
thought  that  pretty  serious.  Subse- 
quent to  that  other  facts  had  come  to  his 
knowledge  as  to  this  appointment,  so  that 
he  had  thought  it  right  to  bring  the 
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matter  before  the  House.  The  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he 
knew  nothing  whatever  of  the  politics  of 
this  man  was  surprising,  but  he  did  not 
blame  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  much 
«8  he  blamed  his  colleagues  in  his  repre- 
sentation of  the  countjr.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  taken  six  months  to  con- 
sider whether  he  would  appoint  this  gen- 
tleman, and,  therefore,  he  must  have  had 
considerable  doubt  in  his  own  mind.  It  was 
not  desirable  that  such  an  appointment 
ehould  be  given  to  a  man,  however 
deserving  he  might  be,  who  bad  taken  so 
active  a  part  in  political  organisation. 
in  the  delicate  work  which  he  would  have 
to  perform  as  Inspector  of  Mines  ques- 
tions would  arise — were  certain  to  arise 
— in  which  political  animus  would  be 
introduced,  and  it  would  be  very  difficult 
for  an  Inspector  to  maintain  that  judicial 
and  impartial  attitude  in  dealing  with 
«uch  matters  if  he  had  formerly  been  a 
strong  political  partisan  in  the  county  in 
which  lie  was  nominated  to  serve. 

Mk.  J.  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid)  said, 
that  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in 
order  to  remove  a  false  impression  which 
appeared  to  be  in  the  mind  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Penrith.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  not  dealt  with  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Leek  from  the  point  of  view  of 
fitness  or  ability  to  fill  the  office  of  In- 
spector, but  from  the  point  of  view  of 
politics,  throwing  discredit  on  the  ap- 
pointment because  Mr.  Leek  had  acted  as 
a  political  agent.  Therefore,  it  was 
necessary  that  one  who  knew  the  history 
of  the  appointment  should  state  what 
the  facts  were.  The  hon.  Member  had 
said  that  Mr.  Ainsworth«ihe  Member  for 
West  Cumberland,  had  brought  forward 
Mr.  Leck^s  claims.  That  was  not  exactly 
correct.  He  (Mr.  Wilson)  had  himself 
brought  the  claims  of  Mr.  Leek  not  only 
before  the  present  Home  Secretary,  but 
before  his  predecessor.  He  did  so  for 
two  or  three  reasons.  Cleator  Moor  was 
somewhat  far  from  North  Durham  and 
South  Northumberland,  and  he  and  his 
friends  had  therefore  considered  that  the 
area  was  too  large  for  the  then  staff  of 
Inspectors,  and  that  it  would  be  an 
advantage  if  they  could  get  a  new  dis- 
trict formed  comprising  the  metalliferous 
mines  of  Cumberland.  In  the  second 
place,  they  thought  that  a  man  proficient 
in  the  technicalities  of  metalliferous  mines 
would  be  the  best  man  to  inspect  those 
Mr.  J.  IV.  Lowihcr 


mines.  And,  in  the  third  place,  they 
thought  that  in  Mr.  Leek  they  had  a 
man  well  qualified  to  fill  the  office.  As 
far  l)ack  as  five  years  ago  he  recom<> 
mended  Mr.  Leek  for  the  appoinment. 
He  did  so  not  from  any  knowledge  of  the 
political  bias  of  Mr.  Leck*8  mind,  but 
because  he  was  urged  to  do  so  by  the 
workmen  of  the  district.  It  might  not 
be  within  the  knowledge  of  all  hon. 
Members  that  there  had  been  two  or  three 
deputations  of  workmen  who  brought  the 
claims  of  Mr.  Leek  before  the  Home 
Secretary,  and  those  deputations  bad 
been  supplemented  by  others  from  the 
employers,  who  themselves  believed  that 
Mr.  Leek  was  a  properly  qualified  person 
to  fill  the  office.  Despite  these  facts  the 
hon.  Member  bad  dealt  with  the  appoint- 
ment from  a  political  standpoint.  With 
the  exception  of  a  slight  reference  to  a 
mishap  which  occurred  to  a  mine  in  the 
district  over  which  Mr.  Leek  had  been 
placed,  the  whole  of  the  argument  was 
addressed  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Leek  had 
been  a  political  agent  for  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Egremont  Division  of  Cum- 
berland. So  far  as  he  (Mr.  Wilson)  was 
concerned,  he  did  not  know,  when  he  re- 
commended Mr.  Leek,  whether  he  was  a 
Liberal  or  a  Conservative.  He  was 
bound,  however,  on  this  subject  to  remark 
that  he  did  not  see  that  it  mattered 
what  politics  a  man  might  profess, 
provided  he  was  sufficiently  well 
qualified  to  fill  the  post  for  which 
he  was  required.  Mines  belonged  to 
Conservatives  as  well  as  to  Liberals, 
and  it  ought  not  to  be  supposed  that 
because  a  man  was  qualifying  for  any 
pros{)ective  post  that  he  might  have  open 
to  him,  he  should  not,  apart  from  this, 
have  the  right  to  take  part  in  politics  on 
any  side  that  he  pleased.  With  regard 
to  Mr.  Leek,  he  was  confident  that  if  the 
present  Home  Secretary  were  in  office 
for  20  or  30  years  to  come,  he  would 
never  be  able  to  appoint  a  fitter  man  for 
the  place.  And  he  was  confident  also 
that  tlie  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
never  be  able  to  appoint  a  man  who  had 
so  large  a  consensus  of  approval  behind 
him  as  Mr.  Leek  had,  both  from  em- 
plovers  ^nd  workmen. 

•Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  not  sorry  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  seen  fit  to  take 
this,  perhaps,  not  very  convenient  oppor- 
tunity of  raising  this  question,  which 
certainly   mi^lit   more   fitly    have    been 
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takea  on  the  general  diBCussion  on  the 
Estimates.  He  has  levelled  against  me 
one  of  the  most  serious  accusatioDs 
whioh  could  possibly  be  made  in  this 
House  against  a  Minister  of  the  Crown. 
Mr.  J.  W.  LO WTHEE :  No. 
Mr.  ASQUITH  :  He  has  said  that  I 
deliberately  appointed  to  a  position  of 
great  responsibility  a  person  not  com- 
petent to  discharge  the  duties,  because 
he  happened  to  be  a  supporter  of  the 
political  Party  to  which  I  myself  belong. 
That  is  the  charge  which  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman made,  and  it  is  a  cliarge  which  I 
am  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
meeting,  contradicting,  and  refuting  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  I  must  in- 
terrupt the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I 
made  no  such  charge  at  all.  I  simply 
stated  the  facts,  and  said  that  it  was  very 
regrettable  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  have  been  placed  in  such  a 
delicate  position.  I  accepted  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  statement  at  once 
when  he  said  that  he  did  not  know  that 
Mr.  Leek  had  been  employed  politically. 
•Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  glad  to  hear 
it.  But  certainly  the  inference  which  I 
drew,  and  which  no  doubt  the  House 
drew  from  the  language,  which  the  hon. 
Memlier  used  was,  that  this  gentleman 
would  not  have  beeu  appointed  unless 
the  judgment  of  those  responsible 
for  the  appointment  had  been 
swayed  by  political  considerations.  If 
I  misunderstood,  or  in  any  way 
misrepresented  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
drawing  this  conclusion,  I  readily  ajmlo- 
gise.  Now  that  the  question  has  been 
raised,  I  may  say  that  since  I  have  been 
in  Office  a  great  deal  of  patronage  has 
had  to  be  bestowed,  and  I  certainly  feel 
that  no  more  invidious,  and  indeed,  dis- 
tasteful, duty  than  the  making  of  appoint- 
ments to  places  of  this  kind  has  fallen 
on  me.  But  I  have  never  appointed 
any  person  to  any  place  within  my  con- 
trol for  political  considerations,  direct  or 
indirect.  Only  the  other  day  when  I  had  to 
make  an  appointment  to  that  which  was 
the  most  important  place  in  my  disposal 
— the  Assistant  Under  Secretaryship  in 
my  own  Office — I  appointed  a  gentle- 
man whom  I  knew  to  be  strongly  opposed 
to  my  own  political  opinions,  because  I 
believed  him  to  be  the  fittest  man  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  office.  I  do 
not  really  think  that  any  hon.  Member 


would  believe  that  I  gave  any  place  to 
any  man,  passing  over  a  fit  man  for  aa 
unfit  man,  because  he  belonged  to  the 
Liberal  Party.  Putting  this  aside,  I 
must  candidly  say,  since  I  had  given  the 
strongest  possible  denial  to  the  sugges* 
tiou  that  I  have  had  Mr.  Leek's  political 
opinions  in  view — that  having  looked 
this  afternoon  through  a  number  of  letters 
and  other  documents  received  by  me^ 
some  nearly  two  years  ago,  in  relation  to 
this  matter,  I  have  found  a  casual  stitc* 
ment  in  one  of  the  letters  that  this  gen- 
tleman was  a  supporter  of  or  active 
worker  on  behalf  of  the  Liberal  Party 
in  his  district.  I  can  assure  the  House 
that  this  statement  had  entirely  dropped 
out  of  my  mind,  and  I  had  no  idea  of 
anything  of  the  sort  when  the  appoint- 
ment was  made.  I  wish  to  say,  un- 
hesitatiugly,  that  in  all  the  patronage 
which  I  have  had  to  dispose  of,  I  have 
never  had  such  a  remarkable  combination 
of  opinion  from  opposite  quarters  as  iu 
the  case  of  this  gentleman.  Very  shortly 
after  I  came  into  Office,  I  receive<l  a 
deputation  from  the  Miners  of  the  Cum- 
berland and  the  North  Lancashire 
district,  who  strongly  urged'  on  me 
the  appointment  of  an  additional 
Inspector  for  that  district,  and  they 
recommended  Mr.  Leek  as  the  mau 
which  commanded  the  confidence  of 
the  miners  of  the  whole  of  the  locality. 
This  was  the  first  I  heard  of  the  matter. 
Some  time  elapsed,  and  when  I  had 
the  advantage  of  going  into  the  matter  I 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  staff  of 
Mining  Inspectors  did  need  strengthen- 
ing. I  then  proceeded  to  consider  what 
were  the  conditions  under  which  Metalli- 
ferous Mines  Inspectors  had  before  been 
appointed.  I  followed  in  this  case  the 
precedent  set  by  every  one  of  my  suc- 
cessors. [An  Irish  Member  :  Pre- 
decessors.] Yes,  predecessors.  I  am  glad 
that  it  is  a  Member  from  the  Sister  Isle 
who  has  corrected  me.  There  is  not,  so 
far  as  I  know,  a  single  case  of  a 
Metalliferous  Mines  Inspector  whe 
has  not  been  appointed  under  precisely 
the  same  conditions  as  Mr.  Leek 
and  the  two  gentlemen  who  were 
appointed  nt  the  same  time  for  North 
Wales.  The  appointment  of  Inspectors, 
of  Metalliferous  Mines  has  always  been 
treated  by  successive  Secretaries  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  and  by  the 
Treasury,  as  coming  under  the  4th   sec- 
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tion  of  the  Superannaation  Act,  1859. 
The  powers  of  that  section  both  exempt 
the  candidate  from  limitations  as  to  age 
which  are  exacted  in  the  case  of  Coal 
Mines  Inspectors,  and  from  the  passing  of 
the  qualifying  examination.  There  are 
quite  a  number  of  cases  in  which  the 
Treasury  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
have  acted  on  that  view.  I  have  laid 
the  whole  of  the  facts  before  the  Trea- 
sury, and  stated  that  in  my  opinion  it 
would  not  be  desirable,  having  regard  to 
the  peculiar  conditions  of  the  iron  mines 
and  quarries,  to  take  only  men  who  have 
passed  the  coal  mines  examination,  and 
who  must  have  spent  two  years  under- 
ground in  coal  mines,  and  that  I  thought 
that  I  had  found  men  who  were  qualified 
by  special  experience  for  this  particular 
kind  of  work.  There  was,  therefore, 
nothing  exceptional  in  the  appointments. 
Some  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Coal  Mines  Act  of  1887. 
But  the  39th  section  of  that  Act,  which 
has  been  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member, 
does  not  mean  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
should  be  debarred  from  appointing;:  as  a 
Metalli'erous  Mines  Inspector  any  person 
unless  he  is  a  Coal  Mines  Inspector,  but 
that  if  the  Inspector  is  sufficiently 
qualified  be  may  be  required  to  act  either 
in  the  one  capacity  or  the  other.  There 
were  a  large  number  of  applications 
for  the  appointment,  but  I  can  unhesi- 
tatingly say  that  there  was  no  one  who 
had  anything  like  the  support  Mr.  Leek 
had.  The  whole  of  the  local  Mining 
Associations  passed  resolutions  and  for- 
warded them  to  me,  asserting  that  Mr. 
Leek  was  the  man  who  possessed  their 
confidence  in  the  large^it  degree.  A 
Memorial  was  signed  by  no  less  than  14 
of  the  largest  mine-owners  in  this  dis- 
trict in  favour  of  Mr.  Leek,  the  output 
from  their  mines  ranging  from  no  less 
than  500,000  to  20,000  tons.  The  hon. 
Member  for  West  Cumberland  also  urged 
his  claims.  I  also  had  a  conversation 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Morpetli  (Mri 
Burt),  than  whom  there  is  no  man  more 
qualified  to  pronounce  an  opinion  and 
less  open  to  suspicion,  and  he  took  the 
same  view  as  did  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Durham  who  has  just  addressed  the 
House.  I  havtf  never  had  experience  of 
the  claims  of  a  candidate  for  an  office 
having  so  large  a  consensus  of  opinion  of 
workmen  and  employers  in  the  trade. 
There  was  one  dissentient  voice,  that  of 

Mr,  Asquith 


the  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the 
Amendment.  The  hon.  Grentleman  wrote 
a  letter  nearly  a  year  ago  in  which  he  said 
that  if  it  was  proposed  that  Mr.  Leek 
should  be  appointed  be  desiiied  to  make 
some  representations  on  the  subject.  I 
wrote  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  asked 
him  to  state  what  he  knew  against  Mr. 
Leek.  The  two  allegations  made  against 
Mr.  Leek  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  were, 
first,  the  verdict  of  the  Coroner's  Jury  in 
the  case  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  referred,  and  next  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Leek  did  not  possess  a  certificate.  There 
is  not  a  syllable  in  the  documents  sent  by 
him  tome  warning  me  that  Mr.  Leek  was  a 
political  partisan,  or  that  his  application 
had  been  promoted  by  persons  of  my  Party. 
I  remained  as  ignorant  after  the  letter  as 
I  was  before  that  Mr.  Leek  belonged  to 
my  political  Party.  There  is  one  fact  to 
which  I  attached  great  importance,  and 
that  is  the  verdict  of  the  Coroner^s  Jury. 
I  paused  for  a  long  time  in  the  face  of 
that  verdict  in  giving  this  gentleman  the 
place  I  have  given  him.  I  thought  the 
mere  fact  that  such  a  verdict  had  been 
recorded  was  a  strong  argument  against 
his  appointment.  But  I  examined  the 
case  most  carefully,  and  I  will  tell  the 
House  what  it  amounted  to.  It  amounted 
to  this  :  that  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
Cleator  Ore  Mine  in  1887.  There  were 
two  pits,  ]So.  9  and  No.  6.  The  fire 
broke  out  in  No.  6.  Mr.  Addisun  was 
the  general  manager  and  Mr.  Leek  was 
the  manager,  and  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Crawford  was  the  overseer.  When 
the  fire  was  discovered  it  was  not  dis- 
puted that  Mr.  Leek  and  Mr.  Addison 
not  only  used  energy  but  displayed  some- 
thing approaching  to  heroism  in  their 
attempts  to  extinguish  it  and  prevent  it 
spreading.  These  efforts  were  successful 
as  regarded  No.  6  shaft.  What  happened 
was  this.  Addison,  the  general  manager, 
was  weak,  and  injured  by  his  exertions. 
Leek,  the  manager,  was  also  injured  by 
his  exertions ;  and  Crawford,  the  other 
man,  whose  duty  it  would  liave  been  to 
warn  the  men  not  to  descend  the  other, 
or  No.  9,  shaft,  was  disabled  by  his  exer- 
tions, and  under  these  conditions,  there 
being  some  misunderstanding  as  to 
whether  Leek  or  Addison  ought  to  have 
told  Crawford  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
warn  the  men  the  accident  happened.  I 
do  not  think  I  can  say  that  a  man  in  that 
state  of  physical  and  mental  depression 
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having  failed  to  give  an  order,  wbicii  it 
is  admitted  somebody  else  might  have 
given,  onght  to  be  disqualified  from 
discharging  duties  which  everybody  in 
his  district  agreed  he  was  thoroughly 
qualified  to  discharge. 

An hon. Member  :  Whatabouthis  age  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  There  is  no  qualifi- 
cation about  the  age  of  Metalliferous 
Inspectors.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent 
me  appointing  a  man  who  is  60  years  of 
age,  but  I  agree  that  it  is  desirable  as  far 
as  possible  to  follow  the  analogy  of  the 
Rules  laid  down  in  reference  to  the  Coal 
Act.  There  the  maximum  age  is  35,  and 
this  man  was,  I  was  told,  37,  which  I  do 
not  think  a  disqualification  under  all  the 
circumstances.  There  is  one  considera- 
tion which  I  think  was  at  the  bottom  of 
this  Motion.     Mr.  Leek  was  a  workman. 

An  hon.  Member  :  A  postman. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  I  know  nothing 
about  that.  The  greater  part  of  his  life 
had  been  spent  in  mining  underground, 
and  he  gradually  attained  by  industry 
and  energy  tbe  position  of  manager. 
After  being  manager  for  five  or  six  years 
he  carried  on  mining  operations  for  a 
short  time  on  his  own  account.  These 
operations  were  not  successful.  This 
was  a  new  departure.  [  Cries  of**  No  !  "] 
Yes,  this  was  a  new  departure  to  appoint 
workmen  to  Metalliferous  Mine  Inspec- 
torships. He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  a  good  deal  of  the  feeling  which  bad 
been  caused  by  this  particular  appoint- 
ment was  due  to  the  fact  that  they  had 
gone  out  of  tbe  ordinary  run  and  had 
taken  a  man  from  the  ranks.  He  was 
satisfied  that  Mr.  Leek  had  the  con- 
fidence both  of  employers  and  employed, 
and  that  he  would  discharge  his  duty 
with  efficiency  and  despatch. 
•Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY  (Shef- 
field,  Hallam)  regretted  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  degraded  the  dis- 
cussion to  the  lowest  depths  of  Parlia- 
mentary partisanship  by  the  totally  un- 
justified insinuations  he  had  made  in  the 
concluding  p^rt  of  his  speech.  The 
example  had  been  set  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  by  his  Conservative  prede- 
cessors to  appoint  workingmeu  Inspectors 
of  Mines  and  Factories. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said,  that  no  Inspector 
of  Metalliferous  Mines  had  before  been  a 
workman. 

•Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY  said,  the 
tight  hon.  Gentleman  founded  himself  on 


a  frail  distinction.  It  was  true  that 
working  men  were  not  appointed  to  In- 
spectorships of  Metalliferous  Mines. 
Why  ?  They  were  appointed  when  they 
were  qualified  to  make  the  inspections. 
The  two  Inspectors  appointed  to  dis- 
tricts containing  only  Metalliferous  Mines 
had  hitherto  been  men  of  high  scientific 
qualifications  like  Professor  Foster  and 
tbe  late  Sir  Warington  Smyth.  Was 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  going  to  com- 
pare men  like  Mr.  Leek  with  these  men  ? 
He  asserted  that  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Leek  was  a  new  departure  to  which 
attention  ought  to  be  drawn.  He  could 
not  think  that  the  fact  that  a  man  was 
recommended  by  all  the  Trades  Unions 
in  the  districts  and  some  of  the  employers 
was  a  recommendation.  An  Inspector 
armed  with  rights  of  entry  and  with 
power  (should  he  have  the  inclination)  to 
discriminate  between  one  employer  and 
another  should  not  feel  that  he  owed  his 
appointment  to  those  to  whom  he  was  to 
stand  in  such  a  delicate  positiou.  That 
was  contrary  to  public  policy  and  a 
thing  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ought  to  give  more  attention  to.  The , 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  it  was  pressed 
upon  him  that  this  new  district  wanted 
creating,  but  this  proposal  to  create  a 
new  district  came  repeatedly  accompanied 
by  a  recommendation  to  appoint  a  par- 
ticular personage,  and  the  requirements  of 
the  district  ought  to  be  heavily  discounted 
in  view  of  this  most  improper  proposal  to 
usurp  patronage  which  did  not  belong  to 
them,  and  which  they  ought  not  to  have. 
Let  the  last  part  of  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  be  forgotten,  but 
while  accepting  his  repudiatiou  of  being 
influenced  by  a  political  motive,  it  is 
well  that  attention  had  been  brought  to 
that  case.  Whether  it  be  right  or  wrong 
to  create  these  new  districts  or  class  of 
Inspectors,  I  wish  that  the  first  example 
of  the  creation  had  been  of  a  less  objec- 
tionable kind. 

Mr.  LEGH  (Lancashire,  S.W.,  New- 
ton) said,  that  the  innocence  displayed 
by  Mr.  Asquith  was  positively  re- 
freshing, seeing  the  history  of  Mr.  Leek 
and  the  fact  that  the  persons  who  recom- 
mended him  were  supporters  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Out  of  the  testimonials  from 
millowners,  the  only  Conservative  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  Mr.  Look  was 
not  a  suitable  person  for  the  appoint- 
ment.     They    naturally   accepted    the 
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assurauces  of  the  right  hon.  GentlemaDy 
but  he  thought  they  might  legitimately 
complaiu  that  his  ioquiries  were  not 
pushed  a  little  further  into  this  matter. 
He  was  couvinced  that  there  would  be  a 
widely  disseminated  opinion  that  one  of 
the  qualiiicatiousforan  Inspector  of  Mines 
were  that  he  should  be  a  partisan  of  one 
political  Party.  It  was  unfortunate  that 
such  an  impression  should  have  been 
created,  and  especially  that  it  should  be 
due  to  the  action  of  the  Government, 
which  claimed  to  have  done  more  for 
the  working  man  than  any  Government 
of  recent  times.  He  thought  his  hon. 
Friend  was  well  advised  to  bring  his 
question  before  the  House,  and  if  he  went 
to  a  Division  he  would  support  him. 

•Mk.  TOMLINSON  (Preston)  said, 
that  in  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of 
Mines  the  principal  object  to  secure  was 
the  safety  of  the  miners,  and  the  only 
cousiderution  which  should  have  weight 
was,  that  the  man  proposed  to  be  appointed 
was  the  Itest  qualified  man  to  fulfil  that 
condition.  The  principle  ought  to  be  laid 
down  that  no  one  should  be  called  on  to  act 
as  an  Inspector  of  Mines  who  had  not  the 
minimum  knowledge  of  mines  required 
for  those  whose  operations  he  was  called 
on  to  inspect.  The  question  was  left  in 
an  uusati;* Factory  condition  when  it  was 
said  that  Inspectors  might  be  appointed 
without  having  given  evidence  of  know- 
ledge of  these  subjects,  but  simply  on 
the  opinion  of  their  fitness  expressed  by 
workmen  and  employers.  In  the  case  of 
one  of  the  candidates  the  applicant  had 
been  told  that  he  was  not  eligible  for  the 
reason  that  he  was  over  40  vears  of  age. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  ;  Was  he  a  candidate 
for  this  appointment  ? 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  :  Yes.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  be  surprised 
if  this  man  and  his  friends  held  the  view 
that  favouritism  had  been  displayed, 
seeing  that  the  candidate  appointed  was 
over  85  years  of  age. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  do  not  think  any 
such  intimation  was  made  to  the  candi- 
dates ;  but  I  will  make  inquiries  into  the 
matter. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea)  said, 
he  had  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Penrith,  and  it  had  appeared 
to  him  not  only  a  plausible  but  a  powerful 
indictment  of  Mr.  Leek.  He  had  dis- 
counted in  his  own  mind  all  arguments 
founded  on  political  partisanship — though 

Mr,  Legh 


he  thought  that  politics  had  a  great  deal 
too  much  to  do  with  nominations  of  this 
kind.  If  a  vote  had  been  taken  on  the 
question  simply  on  the  statement  made 
in  regard  to  Mr.  Leck^s  non-examination 
and  want  of  qualification  he  (Mr,  Barns) 
would  have  been  found  in  the  Lobby 
with  the  hon.  Member.  But  they  had 
heard  the  other  side  of  the  case,  and 
though  the  Home  Secretary  had  not 
altogether  exonerated  his  Ofiice  from, 
blame  he  had  shown  that  under  a  certain 
section  of  the  Metalliferous  Mines  Act 
the  candidates  might  be  exempted  from 
undergoing  examination. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  The  Treasury  have 
power  to  exempt  them. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  Yes;  the 
Treasury.  It  did  seem  to  him  that  the 
time  had  arrived  when  an  irresponsible 
body  like  the  Treasury,  which  was  an 
irresponsible  hotly  never  brought  into 
contact  with  miners,  should  have  the 
power  taken  away  from  it  of  dealing 
with  these  appointments,  and  that  the 
power  should  be  vested  in  the  Home 
Office.  The  hon.  Member  for  Penrith 
had  based  his  charge  on  the  ground  that 
Mr.  Leek  was  not  qualified  and  had 
proved  his  contention,  be  (Mr.  J.  Burns) 
should  have  had  pleasure  in  seconding 
his  Motion  ;  but,  unfortunately  for  the 
hon.  Member,  be  had  not  been  able  to 
sustain  his  charge.  It  had  been  shown 
that  this  man  had  been  a  mining 
engineer  and,  subsequently,  the  manager 
of  a  mine.  That  would  indicate  that  he 
was  qualified  for  an  Inspectorship  of 
Mines.  They  had  gathered  from  the 
Home  Secretary  that  this  person  had 
only  recently  come  under  his  view  ;  but 
they  had  heard  from  other  hon.  Members 
that  for  the  past  six  or  seven  years  there 
had  been  a  strong  attempt,  not  only  on 
the  part  of  Members  of  Parliament, 
but  on  the  part  of  miners  and  mine- 
owners,  to  get  Mr.  Leek  appointed.  He 
deprecated  these  attempts  on  the  part  of 
Members  of  Parliament  in  regard  to 
Factory  as  well  as  Mine  Inspectorships. 
Although  Mr.  Leck^s  conduct  had  been 
censured  by  the  Coroner's  Court,  an 
examination  of  the  facts  considerably 
palliated  that  conduct.  The  Home  Secre- 
tary said  the  appointment  had  been  made 
because  strong  recommendations  came 
from  all  quarters,  and  because  Mr.  Leek 
was  such  an  excellent  man,  so  popular 
and  so  well  qualified.     If  it  was  the  case 
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thftt  tbifl  nMQ  wa«  strongly  recommeoded, 
that  he  was  popular  and  well  qualified, 
why  not  nubjeet  him  to  the  (Hrdinary 
mining  examination.  One  of  his 
qufllificeilions  was  that  he  wae  a 
working  man,  bat  there  was  no  par- 
ticalaf  Tirtue  in  being  a  working  man. 
A  man  ought  to  be  in  possession  of  other 
qoalifications  than  that  of  being  a  work- 
ing man  for  a  post  of  this  kind.  There 
was  only  one  safeguard  against  political 
partisanship  in  suoU  appointments,  and 
it  was  to  be  found  in  a  thoroughly  sound 
system  whereby  all  men  were  put  through 
the  mill  of  an  examination  whioh  proved 
their  qualifications.  He  sincerely  hoped 
that  the  Home  Secretary  would  bear  this 
discussion  in  mind,  and  would  systematic- 
ally pnt  into  the  waste-paper  basket  the 
hundreds  of  letters  he  received'  from 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
asking  him  to  speak  in  favour  of  Tom, 
Dick,  or  Harry  who  was  a  candidate  for 
the  post  of  Factory  Inspector  or  of  some 
other  appointment.  He  trusted  also 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  try 
and  induce  the  Postmaster  General  (Mr. 
A.  Morley)  to  put  an  end  to  the  jobbery 
in  regard  to  Postmasterships  iu  which 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  in- 
dulged to  an  extent  that  in  his  opinion 
was  most  discreditable,  and  that  resulted 
in  frequently  causing  one  man  to  be 
appointed  rather  than  another  for  purely 
political  considerations. 

British  Sc ejects  in  the  Transvaal, 
Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield,  Ecclesall)  said,  he  wished  to 
call  attention  to  the  present  position  of 
afikirs  in  the  Transvaal.  He  thonorht  he 
should  be  able  to  prove  without  difficulty 
that  the  condition  of  our  fellow-subjects 
iu  that  part  of  South  Africa  was  very 
serious.  The  dissatisfaction  which  pre- 
vailed amongst  British  subjects  in  the 
Transvaal  13  years  ago  in  consequence 
of  the  mournful  surrender  of  their 
interests  by  the  then  British  Government 
had  not  seriously  diminished,  and  he  was 
told  hy  thos^  who  knew  South  Africa 
best,  that  ne^er  since  the  surrender  that 
followed  Majuba  Hill  had  there  been 
such  grave  discontent  amongst  British 
subjects  in  the  Transvaal  as  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  The  British  people  in  the 
Transvaal  numbered  70,000. 

VOL.  XXVII.  [fourth  series.] 


The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  S. 
BcxTON,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)^  dis- 
sented. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BABTLETT 
said,  he  had  this  iafoi^mation  on 
good  authority,  and  was  told  the 
British  subjects  far  xiutoumbered  the 
Boers,  who  were  the  governing  and 
ascendant  race»  He  believed  also  that 
British  residents  in  the  Transvaal  paid 
niue^tenths  of  the  taxation  of  the  country, 
whilst  it  was  the  fact  that  to  British 
enterprise  and  British  capital  the  Trans- 
vaal owed  its  remarkable  development 
within  the  last  10  years.  The  gold 
mines  of  the  Randt  District  had  been 
developed  almost  escclnsively  by  British 
capital  and  energy,  and  the  fact  that  the 
Boer  Government  now  enjoyed  a  surplus- 
of  nearly  £1,000,000  a  year  was  dueta 
British  enterprise,  labour,  and  capital. 
The  British  in  the  Transvaal  were  im- 
pressed with  the  idea  that  their  interests 
were  wholly  neglected  by  the  Home  Go- 
vernment. They  felt  that  they  oould 
not  depend  upon  the  Home  Government 
to  defend  their  rights  or  even  the  most  . 
elementary  privileges  which  residents  in 
a  ^^t^a^i-foreign  country  had  a  right  to- 
demand.  The  Boer  Government  had 
deliberately  bot  to  work  to  deprive  our 
fellow-subjects  of  their  rights  and  of  all 
power  of  asserting  those  rights,  and  of 
gaining  the  ordinary  privileges-  of 
citizens.  Six  months  ago  a  law  was 
passed  with  regard  to  the  franchise. 
British  subjects  in  the  Transvaal  woilld 
be  perfectly  satisfied  to  take  their  chance 
if  they  were  pnt  on  a  level  with  the  Boer 
citizens.  They  demanded  the  right  to 
acquire  the  franchise  after  residing  lor  a 
certain  time  in  thb  Transvaal  and  ful- 
filling certain  conditions.  The  law,  how-, 
ever,  passed  by  the  Boer  Volksraad 
prevented  British  subjects  from  gainiag 
the  franchise  on  any  terms  unless  their 
parents  had  been  naturalised  before  them. 
The  next  step  was  to  forcibly  oofkn*.. 
mandeer  British  residents,  to  take  them 
from  their  homes  by  force,  to  carry  them, 
off  to  the  front  and  to  compel  them  ta 
fight  in  the  commandos  against  the  native 
races.  It  was  hardly  credible  that  the 
Colonial  Office  should  have  allowed  to 
prevail  for  so  many  years  a  state  of 
things  under  which  action  of  this  kind 
could  be  taken,  and  it  was  the  one  partly 
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'Satisfaelorj  point  of  the^OorernmeDt 
-oasd  that  they  \xkA  at  last  raided  them- 
^Ivea  to  a.realUatioa  of  the  {>o»ition,  and 
had  succeeded  in  putting  an  end  to 
.  tfaii  mofaAtttiufe  system  df  commaudeer* 
ing  of  British  suhjeots.  Still,  so 
|ioor  was  the  Britt&h  reputation 
with  the  Boer  GoTernment,  and  so  afraid 
was  our  GrOTernment  of  taking  energetic 
steps,  that  they  had  actually  waited  until 
the  cominando  was  sent  back  before  the 
British  subjects  who  had  been  comman- 
deered were  released.  [Mr.  S.  Buxton 
^lisseuted.]  The  hon.  Gentleman  had 
distinctly  told  the  House  that  the  British 
f subjects  would  not  return  to  their  homes 
for  two  or  three  weeks,  when  the  whole 
of  the  command  would  be  sent  back. 
Well,  all  this  happened  whilst  the  Queen 
was  Suzerain.  Under  the  Conventions 
•of  1881  and  1884  the  Boer  Government 
were  forbidden  to  conclude  any  Treaties 
with  foreign  nations  who  had  not  the 
vapproval  of  Her  Majesty^s  Government. 
The  commandeering  of  food  and  supplies 
atill  remained  in  force,  and  British  sub- 
jects were  liable  to  have  the  Boer  Field- 
Comet,  a  comparatively  subordinate 
officer  in  charge  of  a  district,  coming 
down  upon  them  and  demanding  supplier 
for  the  Army.  When  it  was  realized 
how  ign<Mtknt  and  brutal  in  many  cases 
these  subordinate  Boer  officers  were,  it 
would  be  easily  understood  how  objec- 
tionable this  form  of  commandeering  was 
to  British  subjects.  So  far  as  he  knew, 
no  protest  had  been  made  by  Her 
Majesty*s  Goviernment  against  this  action 
of  the  Boer  Government.  He  came  now 
to  the  last  and  worst  act  of  oppression. 
It  was  hardly  credible  that  in  the  19th 
.43entury,  and  while  the  Queea  was 
Suzerain  of  the  Transvaal,  the  Boer 
Volksraad  had  passed  a  law  in  secret 
.  session  which  practically  took  away  from 
British  subjects  all  right  of  public 
meetinfj^.  According  to  the  statement 
made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  S. 
BvKton)  the  other  day  all  right  of  out- 
door meeting,  all  right  of  profession,  and 
any  form  of  demonstration  in  the  open 
air  were  forbidden  by  tliis  law.  He  very 
much  doubted  whether  there  were  half  a 
dozen  rooms  in  the  whole  of  the  Trans- 
vaal suitaUe  for  indoor  meetings,  so  that 
this  law  practically  took-  away  from  the 
70,000  British  subjects  in  the  Transvaal 
all  right  <^  expressing  their  grievances. 

Sir  E.  Aihmead'Bartlett 


The  Volksraad  had  also  added  a  olaose 
forbidding  the  assembly  of  more  than 
five  peraoQs  in  a  room  without  the 
oonseut  of  the  Boer  Local  Authorities. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  tlie  Boer  Local 
Authorities  would  not  hebitate  to  refuse 
to  British  residents  the  right  of  meeting 
when  they  knew  that  such  right  would 
be  used  with  the  object  of  urging  their 
claims.  The  police  were  empowered  to 
break  in  upon  meetings  held  contrary  to 
this  law,  and  suppress  them  by  force, 
whilst  any  person  who  was  proved  to 
have  violated  this  monstrous  enactment 
was  liable  to  two  years*  imprisonment, 
and  a  fine  of  £500.  Such  an  outrage 
had  never  been  inflicted  upon  British 
subjects  before,  especially  in  a  country 
where  the  Queen  still  possessed  the  right 
of  Suzerainty.  Since  he  had  called 
public  attention  to  tbe  subject  by  ques- 
tions in  the  House  he  had  received  a 
large  number  of  letters  from  persons  who 
were  interested  in  it.  The  point  which 
his  correspondents  were  most  indignant 
about  was  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  S.  Buxton)  had  actually 
goue  out  of  bis  way  to  throw  his  legis  of 
approbation  over  the  law  just  passed  by 
the  Volksraad.  He  did  not  think  that  a 
British  Minister  bad  ever  committed 
himself  in  such  a  mistaken  and  humilia- 
ting way  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  when 
he  made  the  statement  that  whatever 
might  be  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
law  the  South  African  Republic 
appeared  to  be  acting  within  their  rights 
in  passing  it.  Even  if  it  were  so,  what 
business  had  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  nnake 
such  a  statement  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ?  He  knew  that  70,000  of  our 
fellow-subjeets  in  the  Transvaal  were 
denied  the  most  elementary  rights,  that 
they  were  being  oppressed,  bullied,  and 
cowed,  and  that  whenever  they  had  at- 
tempted to  hold  meetings  they  had  had 
large  numbers  of  armed  Boers  riding 
amongst  and  threatening  to  shoot  them 
down  unUss  they  •.disappeared.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  no  business  to  make 
such  a  stateoi^C  knowing  that  it  would 
be  immediatdy  telejiraphed  to  South 
Africa,  and  would  be  held  by 
the  Boers  as  ample  justification  for 
the  oppression  of  our  countrymen. 
People  who  knew  the  Transvaal  best  said 
that  the  neglect  of  British  interests  there 
and  the   abandonment    of    the    British 
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vdkmisiB  who  in  1881  made  such  s&erifices 
to  tnamtBin  British  sapremacy  was  pro* 
dadng  a  most  disaHtroos  eflect  on  our 
position  in  South  Altica.  There  was  a 
great  risk  of  repetition  of  the  ease  of  the 
American  odouies.  He  hoped  Her  Ma- 
jest/s  Government  would  give  up  trifling 
with  this  question  and  would  take  up  the 
iirm  and  resolnte  Ihie  of  action  which  was 
most  likely  to  avert  conflicts.  It  was 
only  because  the  Boers  thought  they 
could  safely  oppress  British  subjects  and 
bully  the  Home  Government  that  they 
attempted  these  extreme  •  measures. 
Surely  the  men  who  had  turned  the 
Transvaal  from  a  ruined  and  bankrupt 
wilderness  into  a  flourishing  country  had 
a  right  to  the  protection  of  the  British 
Government.  As  to  Swasiland,  under 
the  Convention  of  1884  the  Swaeis  were 
guaranteed  their  independence.  It  was 
a  country  of  great  natural  wealth,  and  the 
Swazi  people  were  unanimously  opposed 
to  annexation  by  the  Transvaal.  But, 
whatever  settlement  might  be  arrived  at, 
he  hoped  that  above  all  things  Her 
Majesty^s  Government  would  insist  on 
British  subjects  being  allowed  to  assert 
their  rights  by  constitutional  means. 

Srfe  R.  TEMPLE  (Surrey,  Kingston) 
said,  he  hoped  the  eloquent  wordsr  which 
had  fallen  from  his  hon.  Friend  would 
have  some  effect  upon  the  Government. 
If  the  British  colonists  in  the  Transvaal 
could  not  get  the  British  Government  to 
listen  to  their  grievances,  they  might  at 
least  feel  that  some  -Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  were  anxious  to  sup* 
port  them.  The  Queen  was  suzerain  of 
the  Transvaal,  and  that  must  imply  some 
influence  in  domestic  affairs,  especially 
with  respect  to  the  interests  of  British 
subjects.  That  was  certainly  the  view 
which  would  be  taken  by  British  colonists 
in  South  Africa,  and  our  position  had 
never  been  so  easy  there  as  in  other 
eoloQies.  Therefore,  it  was  just  as 
well  t^  secure  the  cordial  allegiance 
of  the  British  colonists;  and  their 
position  now  w^^  intolerable.  In 
no  other  part  of  the  globe  in  which 
England  had  any  supremacy  was  any* 
thing  so  unjuitt  allowed  as  the  method 
that'  had  been  adopted  there  to  raise 
contributions  in  kine  and  capital. 
How  long  were  these  unjust  con- 
ditions to  remain  in  force  ?  He 
was   glad  to  hear   that  the  President 


of  the  Dnbh  Republic  was  on  his  way  M 
visit  Englafud,  and  hetmsted  that  the 
Under  Seci'etaTy  for  Foreign  Affhird 
would  convey  to  him  In  very  strbng 
terms  the  views  that  had  so  of  ten  been 
expressed  on  the  matter  by  responsible 
Members  of  that  House.  He  wad 
anxious  to  know  wliat  steps  the  Govern* 
ment  intended  to  take  with  regard  to  the 
Swaziland  question.  They  had  been 
informed  that  the  interests  of  the  natives 
would  be  fully  pr6vided  for  under  th() 
terms  of  the  Convention.  When,  hoWt 
ever,  they  were  able  to  examine  the  terms 
of  the  Convention  for  themselves,  they 
found  it  laid  down  that  the  natives  were 
not  to  be  made  the  al>solute  subjects 
of  the  Boers  unless  they  freely  consented 
to  submit  to  Dutch  protection.  This 
seemed  a  very  menacing  condition  to  th^ 
independence  of  the  natives,  for,  what- 
ever might  be  the  view  taken  of  the 
matter  by  the  native  Sovereign,  the 
Boers  would  have  but'  little  trouble,  he 
believed,  in  obtaining  the  consent  of  the 
natives  to  their  exercising  the  rights  of 
suzerainty  over  their  territory.  Indeed, 
complaints  that  such  was  likely  to  be  the 
case  had  lately  been  received,  and  he 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Government 
would  see  that  the  terms  of  the  Conven- 
tion were  very  strictly  enforced.  It  was 
not  to  be  forgotten  that  in  former  years 
England  had  undertaken  a  moral 
responsibility  in  the  welfare  of  these 
people  which  it  was  her  duty  to  carry 
through.  Moreover,  the  Convention 
went  so  far  as  to  give  to  the  natives 
a  freedom  of  choice  in  the  matter,  and« 
that  being  so,  it  became  doubly  our  duty 
to  see  that  their  right  of  liberty  at 
choice  was  not  taken  away  from  them- by 
the  Boers.  It  was  also  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  importance,  to  this  country  to 
maintain  the  independency  of  that  terri- 
tory. Whatever  rights  the  Boers  had 
acqnired  over  the  country  they  were  cer- 
tainly less  than  those  possessed  by  Eng- 
land, and  therefore  from  a  strategic  as 
well  as  from  a  tnoral  point  of  v{ew  it  was 
obviously  to  our  interests  that  the  inde« 
pendency  of  that  country  should  be  very 
carefully  gtiarded.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  House  had  carefully  read 
the  Agreement  referring  to  Matabeleland 
and  Mashonaland.  It  was  unquestion- 
ably a  most  intricate  document ;  but  still, 
as  it  had  been  submitted  to  the  considera- 
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tk>Q  .of  haD*  Members  of  tbat  House,  he 
as  one  of  them  wopld  like  to  offer  his 
opiniQD  upoo  \t.  The  first  thinic  that 
struok  li'un  was  that  the  powers  that  Eug- 
}aDd  had  reserved  over  this  tract  of  terri* 
tory  that  had  lately  been  acquired  aud 
polished,  by.  the  energy  of  our  own 
(\QU|itryinen  seemed  to  be  so  divided  and 
scattered.  One  would  have  supposed 
ti^t  there  would  be  somebody  iu  sole  com* 
i^and ;  but  in  some  respects  the  chief 
officer  of  the  British  South  Africa  Com- 
pany in  Matabeleland  was  uinler  the 
2^^retary  of  State,  while  in  other  respects 
he  seemed  to  be  under  the  High  Com* 
missioner  for  South  Africa.  This 
country  hatl  never  governed  her  terri* 
tories  in  the  IJast  in  that  way.  The 
Viceroy  of  India,  though  responsible  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  was  in 
sole  copamaiid  in  all  respects  in  India.  In 
Matabeleland»  on  the  contrary,  the  ap- 
pointment of  some  officials  had  to  be 
sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
others  by  the  High  Commissioner.  As 
to  the  rights  of  the  native  inhabitants  iu 
these  territories,  it  was  very  satisfactory 
to  observe  that  iu  the  Agreement  were 
included  many  strong  clauses  protectii^g 
those, rights.  He  congratuluted  the  Go* 
vernment  on  having  been  so  considerate 
and  careful  of  the  rights  of  the  natives. 
He  would,  however,  have  thought  that 
the  right  of  appenl  which  was  given  to 
the  natives  would  have  been  made  to  the 
High  Commissioner  iu  South  Africa 
rather  than  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
London. 

Mr,  S.  BUXTON  said,  he  might  ex- 
plain  that  where  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  nientioned  in  the  Agreement  the  corre- 
spondence would  have  to  come  through 
the  High  Commissioner. 

Sir  B.  temple  said,  he  was 
obliged  for  the  explanation,  but  he 
wanted  to  know  why,  in  that  case, 
the  High  Commissioner  was  not  con* 
stituted  the  appellate  authority  ?  He 
apologised  for  the  time  he  had  occupied, 
but  this  Agreement  was  really  a  very  im- 
portant matter.  This  country  was 
acquiring  a  new  6eld  for  trade  aud  enter- 
prise whjich  might  be  the  germ  of  a  vast 
dominion,  and  hereafter  might  become  a 
great  Empire.  Uuder  the  circumstances, 
it  was  highly  satisfactory  to  note  that 
provision  was  made  for  preventing  the 
natives  in  those  territories  from  obtaining 

Sir  R.  Temple 


liquor,  arms,  ox  amtBHaition*  He  god* 
gratulated  the  Goverometit  on  this 
humane  foresight.  It  was  also  very- 
satisfactory,  to .  note/  a  olanse  relating 
to  the  acquisitiou  of  laud  by  natives 
in  the  same  way  as.  it  oould  be  ac- 
quired  by  persons  who  were  not  natives. 
Among  them  he  would  mention  the  fact 
that  there  wda  a  clause  relating  lo  the 
acquisition  •  of  land. by  the  natives  in  the 
same  way  as  it  could  be  aoqubed  by 
persons  who  were  not  natives,  which  in- 
cluded a  certain  proportion  of  spring  and 
arable  laqd.  That  showed  how  the  rights 
had  been  reserved  in  such  territory  as 
that  of  Matabeleland.  He  observed  that 
provision  was  made  that  everything  un- 
derground, which  he  supposed  meant  all 
minerals,  mines,  -and  thie  like,  should  be 
reserved  to  the  Company.  He  presumed 
that  til  is  agreement  having  been  ratified 
by  the  Company,  the  Company  would  be 
placed  in  a  really  strong  position,  aud 
unlike  the  unfortunate  though  equally 
deserving  Company  alx)ut  which  a  dis- 
cussion took  place  last  night,  it  would  be 
placed  in  a  position  strong  enough  and 
rich  euough  to  enable  it  to  discharge  its 
duties  satisfactorily,  not  only  in  its  own 
province  but  in  the  fac^  of  all  South 
Africa,  and  that  any  remains  of  discon- 
tent which  they  used  to  hear  of  a  few 
months  ago  from  the  mouths  of  Mr. 
Rhodes  and  othera  would  finally:  vanish. 
He  heartily  trusted  the  arrangement  now 
made  might  conduce  to  the  further  con- 
solidation of  the  British  Empire  in  South 
^^frica, 

Mr.  WHITELEY  (Stockport)  said,, 
he  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Pondoland  by  Cape  Colony.  He 
had  inquired  into  the  matter,  and  found 
that  during  the  last  few  years  the  mer- 
chants iu  the  North  of  England  had  esta- 
blished and  developed  trading  stations 
and  established  a  commercial  activity  in 
Pondoland,  and  the  more  he  had. inquired 
into  the  matter  the  more  he  had  been 
convinced  that  the  inaction  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  respect  to  the  annexation  would 
result  in,  be  might  almost  say,  the  anni- 
hilation of  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
trade  with  Pondoland,  Owing  to  the 
supineness  of  the  Colonial  OfUce,  Cape 
Colony,  through  that  shrewd,  hard- 
headed  man,  Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes,  had  been 
able  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  a  small 
colony,  and  leave  a  sense  of  injury  torankle 
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ID  tbe  minds  of  their  people.  He  did 
iK»C  for  a  moneni  deny  that  in  1886 Cape' 
Coloay  had  the  p6wer  given  to  them  to 
annex  Pondoiadd*  He  might  prc^hesy 
at  the  outset  what  the  replj  of  the 
Under  Secretary  fop  the  Ooionies  would- 
be ;  it  would  be  tbe  reply  contained  in 
Xord  lUpon's  Despatch  of  the  19th  of 
July,  :i894«  a  reply  whiob,  in  his 
judgment^  read  more  l|ke  an  apology  for 
die  inaction  of  tbe  Colonial  Office  >  than 
anything  else,  an  excuse  or  explanation 
that  he  (Lord  RIpon)  and  the  Colonial 
Office  were  bound  to  carry  out  the  policy 
of  their  predecessors.  Lord  Ripon  was 
not  able  to  deny  in  that  Despatch  that 
Natal  now  had,- and  at  that  time  pos- 
sessed, strong'  claims  to  the  annexation 
of  Pondoland  ;  but,  notwithstanding  that, 
Lord  Ripon  siieltered  himself  under  tbe 
wing,  if  he  might  so  describe  it,  of  his 
predecessors,  and  adopted  the  policy, 
^^  As  it  was  in  tlie  beginning  so  it  is 
oow,  and  ever  shall  be."  L^rd  Ripon 
refused  to  recognise  the  iiew  state  of 
affairs  that  had  sprung  up  with  respect 
to  Pondoland  and  Natal,  of  which  his 
predecessors  in  Office  could  have  had  no 
knowledge.  As  he  had  said  in  1886,  the 
Cape  Colony  had  power  given  to  annex 
Pondoland,  but  that  power  remained 
practical  ly  a  dead  letter,  as  the  Cape 
Authorities  declined  all  responsibility  in 
the  matter,  and  no  steps  were  taken  to 
annex.  But  since  1886  a  perfectly  new 
state  of  things  had  arisen^  Natal,  during 
the  eight  years,  had  been  at  very  great 
expense  in  policing  the  border  in  order  to 
prevent  cattle-stealing  raids,  which  were 
always  rife  on  the  borders  of  the  South 
African  Colonies,  and  to  repress  the 
troubles  that  had  sprung  up  during  the 
last  lew  years  in  Pondoland.  During 
this  time  a  large  and  lucrative  trade  had 
grown  up  and  crossed  the  border 
dividing  Natal  from  Pondoland,  a  trade 
which  had  been  a  source  of  considerable 
financial  gain  to  the  Colony  of  Natal, 
therefore  for  Lord  Ripon  to  shelter  him« 
eel  behind  the  plea  that  it  was  carrying 
out  the  poliey  of  his  predecessors  in 
Office,  in  view  of  the  altered  state  of 
facts  was,  in  his  (Mr.  Whiteley*s)  judg- 
ment, not  only  wrong,  butahiibat  wicked, 
judged  from  the  results  tha^t  followed.- 
He  knew  that  Pondolaaid  was  a  far  cry 
f rtMa  Westminster ;  it  was  a  small  tract 
of  «.eountry  '  to    the    South    of    Natal, 


and  only  separated  Irom  Natal  by 
a  small  fordable  river,  praetieally 
fordable  diroughout  its*  entire  lengthy 
and  was  only  about  100  miles  f^nki 
the  capital  of  Natal,  whereas  it;  wals 
at  least  600  miles  to  the  capital  ,of 
Cape  Colony.  It  was  always  expected: 
by  tbe  traders  and  menehants  of  the 
North  of  England  that  when  any 'divi- 
sion or  annexation  of  Poikdoland  tck>k 
place,  that  at  any  rate- Eastern  Fonder 
land,  tliat  part  to  the  North  East  of  tbe 
St.  John's  River,  and  which  bordered 
Natal,  would  fall  to  the  lot  of  NataU  At 
the  end  of  April  or  the  beginniog  of  May 
of  this  year  he  called  attention  to  "the 
matter  by  a  question  in  this  House  when 
the  hon.  Member  replied  to  him  that  he 
did  not  consider  the  subject  one  of  great 
public  importance,  and  did  not  propose 
to  present  any  Papers'  to  Parliament  as* 
all  information  would  be  contained  in 
tlie  Blue  Book.  He  bad  seme  extracts 
from  the  Blue  Book,  and  he  found  the 
ball  opened  with  a  Despatch  from  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Natal  to  the  Governor 
of  Natal,  in  which-he  ealled  attention  to 
the  disturbed  condition  of  Pondoland, 
especially  of  tliat  territory  that  abutted 
00  the  southern  portion  of  Natal,  and  • 
likewise  maintained  that  it  was  used  for 
the  base  of  operations,  and  tbe  natives 
were  being  kept  in  a  constant  statd  of 
ferment.  The  Prime  Minister  also  called  • 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  loss  in  trade 
with  Natal  by  the  annexation  wodld 
amount  to  £25,000  a  year,  and  requested  ' 
that  some  steps  be  taken*  pending  the 
final  settlement,  for.  a  tneeting  of  the 
authorities  of  the  Oape  and  Natal.  That 
communication  was  sent  on  by  the 
Governor  of  Natal  to  the  High  •Commis^* 
sioner,  and  in  his  letter  accompanying 
it,  he  endorsed  what  the  Prime  Minister  • 
of  Natal  had  said.  On  tbe  Ist  of 
September^  2893,  the  PHme  Minister  of 
Natal  wrote  again  to  the  Governor  a 
long  Memorandum  in  which  he  dealt 
with  the  whole  position  of  affairs,  and 
stated  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Pondos  at  large  would  be  glad  to  come 
under  the  rule  of  Natal,  with  which 
they  were  content,  and  with,  which  they* 
were  connected  by  old  times  and  assooia- 
tions.  The  Prime  Minister  fwrtiier' 
stated  that  Natal  would  be  glad  to 
accept  the  responsibility  of  administering 
the  affairs  of  Pondoland*    The  Qoveraoi^ 
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mflendiii^thaiQti  to  tbe  High  Comn^ie- 
aioner  AsL^d  {or  f^voumble  stteattoD  to 
t)ie  Tiew9  ecKprea^ed  io  it*  .8ir  Hebry 
BobiusoQ  was  cmabio  to  agree  with  8ir 
H*  Bulwer'fl  r/dcoonneDdatioD,  but 
tepmttad  the  belief  that  Lord  fiipon 
tfnd  the  High  ComoiiasioDer  would  ■  be  of 
opinioo  the  time  bad  come  for  bringiug 
the  Poadolaod  question  to.  a  final 
settlemeDt.  The  next  extract  was  a 
Pelitioti  of  the  Chiefs  in  Pondoland,  a 
Petition  of  threc'^fciurths'^he  believed,  of 
itovett-eigbthfr*-^f  the .  people  of  Poudo- 
land^ represented  by  their  ChieCs^and  they 
coQoluded  with  this  siguficant  sentence-^ 
**  We  are  tiieil  of  liTing  in  a  country  with» 
out  rule  and  order  and  in  a  state  o£  barbarism." 

Aiid  they  requested  the  Natai  Govem- 
memt  to  take  them  over  with  tbeir 
people  and  territories,  living  as  they  did 
on  the  borders  of  Natal ;  that  they  were 
quite  aware  of  the  laws  of  the  Colony, 
and  earnestly  desired  to  become  kw 
abiding  subjects  of  Her  Majesty.  That 
was  the  resolution  coaie  to  by  the  Chiefs 
ruling  over  seven-eighths  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Poodoland.  To  tbat^  as  he  had 
previously  said,  Lord  Hipon  replied  that 
he  had  examined  the  question  and  the 
claims  of  NataU  but  he  must  rest  bis 
policy  on  the  declaration  of  his  fM-ede- 
cessors.  At  the  end  of  his  Despatch 
Lord  Kipon  said  that  the  occupation  of 
Pondoland  by  the  Cape  would  be  in  it- 
self a  considerable  and  distinct  advantage 
to  Natal,  and  he  would  invite  their  atteu- 
tixm  to  the  question  whether  Nai»l  would 
not  be  going  out  of  its  way  to  take  the 
responsibility.  To  him  (Mr*  Whiteley) 
it  seemed  that  Lord  Ripon  had  already 
made  up  his  mind,  and  that  the  question 
had  received  oiily  scant  treatment  at  his 
hands  when  the  elaims  and  arguments 
of  Natal  were  disposed  of  iti  this  summary 
manner*  The  next  of  these  Reports  was 
fnom  the  Prime  Minister  of  Natal  to  the 
Qorernor,  in  which  he  referred  to  this 
Despatch  of  Lord  Bipon,  and  pointed  out 
that  Natal  whs  perfeo^ly  aware  of  the 
responsibility  they  uodertook,  and  that 
they  still  believed  the  policy  that  had 
been  suggested  might  be  carried  out.  A 
few*  more  extradts  fblhywed  which 
illostrated  the  mind  of  the  60^ 
TenuBent,  aod,i  in  his:  opinion,  .  the 
wflonl^fnl  aeiioa  of  tlie  CmpQ  Authorities 
i«  the  mattet-w  Tlie  Prime  Miaister  of 
Nalal  okiimed  that  the  rights  d  Natal 
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ought  .to  be  considered  on  the  gnounds  of 
equity^  long  associatioos,  and  the  gee- 
gnaphical  position  of  Natsi  and  Poodo- 
land,  and  pointed  out  that  the  settlement 
about  to  be  made  would  tend  to  strain  the 
rolations  of  the  two  colonies.  -  These 
extracts  showed  that  not  only  was  Natal 
anxioua  to  annex  that  part  of  Poadoland 
adjaceut  to  it^  bnt  that  the  annexation  by 
the  Cape  and  the  position  takeu  up  by 
the  Home  Government  had  created 
feelings  of  injury  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  Natal  and  Pondoland.  He 
would  now  for  a  moment  just  draw 
attention  to  the  question  of  trade  in  that 
country.  As  he  had  said,  the  mecehanta 
of  Manchester,  and  Lancashire,  and 
Cheshire  generally,  had  been  improving 
their  commerce  in  Pondoland.  The 
trade  had  been  through  what  was  known 
as  the  outward  counties,  and  cotton  gooda 
entering  Eastern  Pondoland  had  paid  & 
duty  to  Natal  of  6  per  cent.,  but  now  that 
the  annexation  had  takeu  place,  and 
Pondoland  was  placed  under  the  Cape 
Colony,  the  duty  levied  was  17^  per 
cent.  That  alone  was  a  strong  reason 
why  the  merchants  of  the  North  of 
England  should  desire  Pondoland  to  be 
given  over  to  Natal.  Further  than  that. 
Natal  Representatives,  speaking  in  the 
Natal  Legislature,  said  that  the  annexa- 
tion of  Pondoland  to  the  Cape  would 
mean  a  loss  to  Natal  of  £25,000 
a  year,  because  the  trade  would  be 
stopped,  as  no  one  could  afford  to 
pay  double  duties,  nor  could  they  other- 
wise compete  with  the  Cape  traders^ 
therefore,  it  would  be  a  very  serioua 
matter  to  the  outward  counties.  He  had 
had  to  hurry  over  this  matter  because  the 
time  was  short;  but  he  believed  he  had 
made  good  his  case  that  it  had  been  the 
wish  of  Natal  to  annex  that  pan  of  Pon- 
doland running  along  its  borders,  and 
that  that  wish  was  shared  by  the  traders 
who  carried  on  business  with  Poiido* 
land,  both  iu  the  North  of  England  and  in 
Natal,  and  it  was  the  desire  of  at  least 
seven^eighths  of  the  Pondos  themselves. 
In  spite  of  all  this  Hw  Majesty ^s  Ge- 
vemment  had  permitted  the  annexation 
by  the  Cape  600  miles  away. 

•Tfis  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  tHE  COLONIES  (Mr.  S. 
Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)  said, 
the  Debate  had  travelled  over  ^xarioas 
parts  of    Africa^ 'and    he    would    take 
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tiie   questions    raised    in  their  reversfa 
onler.     He  would  ssj  a  word  first  upon 
tbe  speecli  tbey  had  just  listened  to.     So 
far  as  he  was  ooneertied,  his  only  dnty 
was  to  defend  the  action  of  the  Cbloniai 
OAce  in  this  matter.  The  Colonial  Office 
had  no  oontr6l  over  the  Cape  and  Natal 
as  to  what  they  did  as  colonies  with  r^ 
sponsible  Governments.     Thehon.Gen^ 
tleman  aocused   the  Colonial    OiBce  of 
eupineness  in  this  matter^  in  giving  way, 
as  he  said,  to  the  Cape  Colony.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  read  nomeroas  l6ng 
extracts  from  the  Natal  Blue  Book ;  bat 
he  omitted  to  read  two  tbat  were  germane 
to  the  question  as  regarded  the  position 
of    the    Colonial    Office.       When    this 
matter  of  Pondoland  came  to  an  acute 
stage  the  other  day  it  was  their  anxious 
desire  to  bring  the  Cape  and   Natal  into 
friendly  relations,  and  he  could  show  tbat 
they  were  anxious  to  meet  the  views  of 
Natal  as  far  as  they  oouid.     The  hon. 
Member  had  emitted  tf^  read  a  Minute  of 
the  Governor   of    Natal   to   the    Prime 
Minister  of  Natal,  in    which    he   stated 
that     Lord      Ripon    had    expressed    a 
strong  opinion   that   the   case    was  one 
for  a  friendly  and  direct  understanding 
between  the  two  Governments  and  per- 
sonal  communication   between   the  two 
Premiers.     So    far    as     Her    Majesty's 
Government  were  concerned,  they  de^ 
sired  that  the  two  Colonial  Governments 
should  be  brought  together  to  settle  the 
question  in  an  amicable  spirit.  But  when 
an  amicable  arrangement  was  not  come  to 
the  present  Government  were  bound  by 
the  action  of  their  predecessors  to  oppose 
the  claim  of  Natal  upon  Pondoland.    The 
hon.  Geutleman   omitted   to  refer   to  a 
Despatch  of  February  16th,  1894,  which 
detailed    the  different    Despatches    and 
pledges  that  had  been  given  by  the  pre* 
deeeseors  of  Lord  Bipon  at  the  Colonial 
Office,  dated  in  1886*87-88,  from  which  it 
was  clear  that  the  Home  Government  had 
stated  that  the  question  of  Pondoland  was 
one  entirely  and  absohitely  for  the  Cape 
Government  to  decide  for  thetoselves. 
Their  predecessors    having  made  those 
declarations,  though  they  were  anxious 
to  bring  the  two  Governments  together 
in  a  friendly  way,  they  were  incapaci- 
tated by  previous  pledges,  even  if  they 
had  wished,  from  acting  differently  to  the 
way  they  did.      If  the  Cape  had  been 
somewhat  grasping,  and  Natal  had  suf* 


fared,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  Hoase 
Goverament,  as  they  had  done  their  beat 
to  bring  them  together.  So  muoh  ier 
the  question  of  Pondolaiid.  As  to  thA 
question  of  the  Matabeleland  Agreement 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Xiagsloii 
(Sir  R.  Temple),  he  did  not  know  that  he 
need  go  into  any  dataii  uponthat,  because^ 
as  he  understood  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he 
only  wanted  one  item  of  infonwittoii^ 
which  he  supplied  the  hon.  Member  with 
across  the  Table.  In  regard  to.  the 
matter  the  House- was  most  interested 
in*-«*namely,  the  care  of  the  natives,  he 
understood  the  hon.  Member  to  be  cooi* 
plimentary  to  the  Colonial  Office  for 
having  taken  care  that  the  interests  of 
the  natives  were  properly  guarded  and 
provided  for.  As  regards  the  Agreement 
as  a  whole,  they  had  done  their  beat  to 
make  it  a  fair  arrangement  as  between  the 
Imperial  Government  and  the  Chartered 
Company,  and  to  safeguard  the  rights  of 
the  natives  in  the  best  possible  way. 

Sir  R.  TEMPLE:  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  remember  my  question  about 
the  position  of  the  High  Commissioner  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  said;  he  thought  he 
had  explained  that  across  the  Table ;  it 
was  this:  that  for  every  action  he  did 
the  High  Commissioner  was  responsible 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  all  matters 
affecting  South  Africa  came  through  th« 
High  Commissioner  before  they  reached 
the  Secretary  of  State.  It  bad  been 
thought  advisable  that,  in  regard  to 
certain  points,  the  matter  should  be  put 
upon  a  firmer  basis,  and  that  it  should  be 
specifically  stated  that  they  had  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  Secretary  of  State ;  but 
certain  subsidiary  matters  were  left  to  the 
decision  of  the  High  Commissioner,  who 
was  responsible  to  tlie  Secretary  of 
State,  so  that  in  effect  there  was  no 
practical  distinction.  Then  the  hon. 
Member  raised  the  question  of  Swasi- 
land,  which  wAs  also  alluded  to-  by  the 
hon.  Member  fdf  Sheffield  (Sir  £.  Ash* 
mead-Bartlett).  He  did  not  understand 
they  desired,  or*  that  the  House  would, 
wish  him,  to  go  into  this  question  at  any 
length,  but  he  would  remind  the  hOn« 
Member  for  Kingston  (Sir  R.  Temple) 
it  was  not  the  present  Government 
who  re*opened,  or  desired  to  re^ 
open,  the  Swaziland  question.  There^ 
again,  they  found  themselves  tied  and 
bound  by  the  action  of  their  predeeo 
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t^MTibUs'tbe  South  African  Republic  and 
hf'  the  good  faith  of  Eoglwh  Crovern- 
aMlDt8iD«naiiitauiiDgcootiaQity  of  policy « 
in  regard  to  the  past,  thej  were  bound  to 
litten  to  represeutations  of  tbe  South 
AfHoan  Republie  and.  to  meet  them  as 
Aar'  as  they  could  with  regard  to  this 
qneetion  of  SwaziUnd^  aud  what  they 
had  done  was 'before  the  House.  While 
they  had  aoqtiiesoed  in  the  control  of  the 
OoveruDaent  of  Swaziland  by  the  Trans-> 
Tail,  tbey  had  stipulated  for  the  native 
IndependeDCe  of  the  Swazis  themselres, 
add  in  the  Convention,  which  he  hoped 
belora  long  would  be  signed,  tbey  had 
safeguarded  the  rights  of  the  Europeans 
there  as  well  as  of  the  natives  themselves. 
In  order  that  the  negotiations  might  be 
eompleted,  Sir  Henry  Loch  had  obtained 
from  the  South  African  Republic  an  ex- 
ten^n  for  six  months  of  the  existing 
Convention,  which  he  hoped  wo^ild  enable 
the  matter  to  be  brought  to  a  satisfactory 
conclusiou  to  all  the  parties  concerned.  The 
hOD.  Member  for  Sheffield  had  maile  a  very 
violent  and  excited  speech  in  reference 
to  tbe  action  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  questions  in  tbe 
Transvaal.  The  hon.  Member's  view, 
as  he  understood  it,  was  practically  that 
on  all  the  matters  mentlooed  by  him,  it 
was  tbe  bouuden  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  have  at  once,  and  in  a  most 
hostile  spirit  towards  the  South  African 
Repnblic,'  insisted  on  interfering  with 
their  internal  legislation,  and  seeing  that 
certain  matters  on  which  we  might  dis- 
agree with  them  were  carried  through  in 
the*  way  we  desired. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  : 
I  said  nothing  of  the  kind.  What  I  said 
was,  that  the  Government  ought  to 
defend  the  rights  of  the  British  subjects, 
and  enter  a  resolute  protest  against  the 
monstrous  law  infringing  the  right  of 
public  meeting. 

*Mr.  S.  BirXTON  said,  there  was  a 
drawback  to  the  hon.  Member's  policy 
whh)h  he  would  explain.  ■  While  he  said 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government,  on 
whatever  side  of  the  House  they  might 
sit;  were  always  anxious  and  willing  to 
protect  the  rights  of  British  subjects  in 
other  oonntries,  the  policy  the  hon. 
Member  proposed,  in  so  many  words, 
eame  to  this :  th^t  we  were  to  insist  on 
the  repeal  of  tbe  laws  affecting  British 
subjects  in  the  Transvaal,  and   if    the 
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1^6 

Tranavaal  declined  to  do  this,  we  should 
insist  upon  it  by  force  of  arms.  He  was 
glad  .to  think  that  the  responsible  Mem- 
bers of  the  late  Govern  men  t-T*and  he 
desired  to  tiiank  them  for  it-^had  been 
much*  more  anxious  to  strengthen,  the 
,  hands  of .  the  Colonial  Office^  being 
desirous  to  prevent  premature  dis- 
cussion in  eegard  to  these  matters, 
aud  to  'treat  the  Transvaal,  not  as 
a  hostile,  but  as  a  .  friendly  country. 
The  hon.. Member  very  much  perverted 
certain  words  whidi  he  (Mr,  Buxton)  let 
fall  the  other  day  in  iseply  to  a  question 
as  to  this  law  of  public  meeting. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT: 
I  quoted  the  exact  words. 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  said,  he  objected 
to  the  inference  the  hon.  Member  drew 
from  them.  Tbe  hon.  Meml>er  had 
asked  whether  the  Government  intended 
at  once  to  enter  a  strong  protest  in 
regard  to  the  law  of  public  meeting, 
and  he  (Mr.  Buxton)  stated  what  was 
true,  and  which  was  this :  Whatever 
might  be  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
law  relatiug  to  public  meetings,  the 
South  African  Republic  appeared  to  be 
acting  within  their  rights  lu  passing  such 
a  law.  That  was  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  principle  laid  down  in  1890  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  in  regard  to  the 
Imperial  relations  to  the  Transvaal.  Mr. 
Smith,  who  at  that  time  was  Leader  of 
the  House,  speaking  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  the  Suxeratnty,  stated 
that,  though  Her  Majeaty'e  G<»vernment 
under  the  Suzerainty  retained  the  power 
of  refusing  to  sanction  Treaties  made  by 
the  South  African  RepubUo  with  foreign 
States,  the  cardinal  principle  of  that 
settlement  was  that  the  internal  Govwn- 
ment  and  legislation  of  tbe  South  African 
Republic  should  not  be  interfered  with. 
That  was  all  to  which  he  (Mr.  Buxton) 
referred,  and  by  which  he  meant  that 
though  they  might,  if  they  thought 
well,  in  this  particular  matter  enter 
an  Imperial  protest,  they  had  no 
locus  siandi  in  regard  to  the  matter 
at  all.  What  was  the  position  in 
relation  to  the  three  matters  to  which 
the  faon»  Member  had  referred.  He  took 
first  the  case  of  the  franchise.  He 
thought  himself  the  franchise  in  the 
South  African  RepuMic  was  restricted  in 
a  way  that  he  shoidd  mueh  regret  to 
see   in  any   other    country    Ihronghout 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1477     Suppi^^CivU  Seirvices,   {di  July  1894}  ifC^E$UmaU$. 


1478 


the  leoglb  and  tbroadth  of  the  vorld. 
But  be  would  remind  ihe  House  tbat  in 
reganl  lo  the  qnestion  of  the  fMnchise, 
A8,  indeed,  id  regard  to  the  law  •  of 
publie  meetiDgg,  the  Colonial  Office  bad 
had  no  pretesi«  sent  hj  those  resident  in 
theTranflvaal  asking  them  to  interfere 
or  protest  in  this  fnatter* 

Sib  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  e 
There  was  a  representation  signed  by 
16,000  persons  sent  to  Sir  Henrj  Loch. 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  said,  that  was  with 
reference  to  the  eommaudeering  qoestioo . 
When  eonsidering  the  question  of  nego- 
tiating in  reference  to  the  qnestiou  of 
Swaziland  the  question  of  the  franchise  had 
come  up,  the  point  being  whether,  when 
they  were  negotiating  that  matter,  they 
should  not  also  endeavour  to  obtain. better 
terms  for  the  British  inhabitants  in  the 
Transvaal  in  order  to  diminisli  tliose 
disabHities  under  which  they  sulFetfed. 
What  was  the  resnlt  P  The  inhabitants 
of  the  Transvaal,  as  we  understood, 
did  not  desire  that  the  Colonial 
Office  should  interfere  in  the  matter,' 
because  they  believed  they  were  quite 
able  to  obtain  a  remedy  for  theoa- 
selves,  and  that  they  were  more  Mkely 
to  obtain  fair  terms  if  they  were  left 
alone.  But  when  it  came  to  the  question 
of  Qommandeering,  that  was  a  matter 
which  '  stood  on  a  very  different  basis. 
That  was  not  entirely  a  matter  of 
internal  law,  but  one  in  which  certain 
disabilities  were  specifically  placed  on 
British  subjects,  from  which  the  subjects 
of  certain  other  countries  were  exempt  by 
Treaty,  and  strong  protests  having  been 
received  in  regard  to  .that  matter,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Colonial  Office  to  inter- 
fere and  to  make  representations  to  the 
South  African  Republic.  As  regarded 
the  legal  position  in  this  matter,  they  had 
the  legal  opinion  of  Sir  Hardiuge  Giffard 
and  Sir  John  Holker,  reinforced  by  the 
opinions  of  their  own  Law  Officers,  that 
as  far  as  concerned  the  legal  question 
they  had  no  case  on  which  they  might 
approach  the  South  African  Eepublic. 
But  they  did  believe  that  they  bad  a 
moral  claim  to  interfere,  because  it 
was  not  riffht  that  in  a  friendly 
country  British  subjeets  shonld  be  under 
disabilities  from  which  the  subjects  of 
certain  other  Powers  were  Exempt. 
They  placed  this  matter  before  the 
South  African  Republic  in  friendly  and 


'courteous  terms.  The  representations 
so  made  were,  he  was  glad  to  think, 
met  in  the  -same  spirit,  and  the 
resnlt  was  that  a  Convention  was  to 
be  negotiated  exempting  British  subjects 
from  military  service  and  contribution. 
And,  in  order  to  show  their  friendly  spirit, 
the  authorities  of  the  Repoblie  brought 
the  arrangement  into  force  at  once,  and 
immediately  eulisted  a  fresh  burgher 
force  to  relieve  the  British  subjeets  who 
had  been  commandeered'  up  to  that  time. 
The  question  of  the  military  eontribution 
on  British  subjects  was  iu-  exactly  the 
same  position  as  compulsory  military 
service — namely,  it  formed  part  of  the 
Convention  ;  it  would  be  removed,  and, 
in  fact,  it  was  removed,  at  the  moment 
the  principle  of  a  Convention  was 
accepted.  They  had  got  a  telegram  from 
the-High  Commissioner  only  a  few  hours 
ago,  stating  that  there  had  been  no  fur- 
ther British  subjects  commandeered,  jior 
military  contributions  placed  on  them 
except  the  ordinary  War  Tax,  which  was 
placed  on  all  residents  in  tlie  Transvaal  of 
whatever  nationality  they  might  be,  and 
whether  they  were  burghers  or  not.  That 
was  not  the  special  military  contribution 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  referred,  but 
what  he  might  call  a  War  Tax,  which  was 
placed  on  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country.  British  subjects  were  now  to 
be  free  from  any  contribution  which  was 
not  eqnally  placed  on  the  subjects  of 
other  Powers  and  upon  the  individual 
burghers  living  in  the  Transvaal.  Look- 
ing at  the  circumstances  all  ronnd,  and 
to  the  fact  that  this  country  had  no  legal 
position  in  the  matter,  he  thought  that 
Her  Majesty *s  Government  had  obtained, 
in  a  friendly  way,  from  the  Government 
of  the  South  African  Republic  what 
might  be  considered  as  a  very  satisfactory 
solution  of  the  commandeering  question. 
While  on  this  point  he  would  like  to  say 
that  he  thought  that  the  country  was 
very  much  indebted  to  Sir  Henry  Loch 
for  the  way  in  which  he  had  carried 
through  the  negotiations.  He  did  not 
go  to  them,  as  the  hon.  Member  would 
have  had  him  do,  with  a  pistol  to  their 
heads,  but  he  went  in  friendly  courtesy  ; 
but,  nevertheless,  by  firmness,  and  by 
his  tact,  and  the  high  character  he  held 
out  therc^  and  his  great  ability,  he  was 
able  to  carry  through  this  very 
delicate   and,  as  it  might    have   been, 
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<lMigerou8  qocBiioo  in.  a  waj  salifr- 
faotory  to  .  ub,  and  he .  thought  not 
unaatitCaetory  to  the  Soatli  African 
Bepohlic  as  weiL  As  regarded  other 
matters  in  vrhieh.  British  subjeote  might 
be  placed  under  some  special  disability, 
he  r^mld  say  the  Govemnudnt  wdald 
always  be  ready  to  do  their  best  to  see 
that  justice  was  done  to  Bridsk  snbrjeots 
in  any  part  of  the  world.  With  r^orenee  to 
the  question  of  puMic  meetings,  he  did  not 
wish  to  say  at  the  present  moment  what, 
if  any,  steps  could  be  taken  in  regard  to 
it.  He  wished,  however,  to  point  out 
that  this  was  not  a  question  like  t^ 
oommandeeriug,  which  was  one  especially 
affecting  British  subjects,  and  not  the 
general  population  of  the  country.  He 
did  not  for  a  moment  say  it  would  not 
indirectly  chiefly  afEect  the  British  suh- 
jectf ,  because  they  were  those  who  weie 
most  likely  to  hold  these  meetings,  but  it 
was,  as  he  had  said,  in  a  different  poeition 
from  the  commandeering  ouestiou.  The 
latter  was  a  matter  directly  affecting 
British  subjects,  but  the  question  of 
public  meetings  was  one  which  applied 
equally  and  impartially  to  all  those  living 
in  the  Transvaal.  He  did  not  wish  to 
make  any  statement  on  the  subject,  for 
the  very  good  reason  that  Sir  Henry 
Loch  would  be  here  in  a  few  days^  time, 
and  it  was  desirable  to  consult. him  on 
this  and  other  matters  affecting  the 
Transvaal  before  making  any  statement. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Trans- 
vaal  was,  in  regard  to  its  internal  affairs, 
practically  an  independent  country  ;  and 
when  they  were  dealing  with  a  country 
like  that,  it  was  a  great  misfortune  that 
speeches  like  that  to  which  they  had 
JQst  listened  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sheffield  should  be  made  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  Such  speeches  as  that  of 
the  hou.  Member  were  far  more  likely  to 
embitter  our  relations  with  the  Transvaal 
than  lead  to  a  satisfactory  conolu* 
sion.  The  Qovernment  by  friendly 
and  courteous  representations  to 
the  South  African  Republic  iiad 
obtained  what  they  desired  without  any 
humiliation  to  the  South  African  R^ 
public  itself,  whereas  if  they  had  gone 
on  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  hon. 
Member  they  should  certaiolj  not  have 
obtained  what  they  required,  and  pro* 
bably  would  ultimately  have  had  to  go  to 
war.  The  policy  of  their  ,  predecessors 
Mr.  S.  Buxton 


'had  been  the  same  as  that  of  themselves 
in  ragitrd  to  the  Tmnsvaal^  l^nd  ho  was 
^Bure  tiial  that  was  tho  right  polioy,  wbilo 
it  certainly  would  be  much  more  Jikoly  to 
lead  to  satisiaotory  results,  and  be  much 
more  to  the  inteiests  of  the  British  in- 
habitants of  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
very  much  more  to  the  Imperial  interesto 
which  were  also  involved,  than  the 
binsloring  and  bombastio  policy  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman.  It  was  to  be 
remembered  that  while  the  Transvaal 
was  governed  by  the  Dutch  there  was 
also  a  large  Dutch  element  tliroughoQt 
Cape  Colony,  which  sympathised  with  the 
'Dutch  in  the  Transvaal.  Tliough  our 
sympathies  might  naturally  go  with  the 
British  part  of  those  living  in  South 
Africa,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
two  groat  interests  were  involved  in 
South  Africa.  The  policy  Ijeing  pursued 
by  Her  Majesty^s  Government  in  South 
Africa  would  teud,  he  hoped  and  believed, 
to  friendly  relations  between  the  different 
parts  of  South  Africa  and  the  Im|)er{al 
Grovemment :  and  this  policy  they  would 
continue  to  pursue. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield,  Central)  rose  to  move  the  re* 
duction  of  the  Vote  by  £100,  in  order  to 
call  attention  to  tlie  correipondeuce  l>e- 
tweeii  the  British  South  Africa  Company 
and  tho  Colonial  Office  relative  to  Clause 
Id  of  the  Matabeleland  and  the  Masho* 
naland  Agreement  in  regard  to  the  limi- 
tation of  Customs  Duties.  The  facts 
were  exceedingly  simple  and  might  be 
briefly  stated.  On  May  Bth,  1894,  the 
Colonial  Office  sent  to  the  British  South 
Africa  Company  a  Draft  Agreement  be- 
tween Her  Majesty's  Government  and 
the  Company  as  to  the  future  administra- 
tion of  Matabeleland  and  Maslionaland. 
Cianse  13  of  this  Agreemeut,  which  bad 
been  duly  executed,  ran  thus  t — 

"The  power  of  making  OMinanoes  granted 
to  the  Company  under  CUittiie  10  of  its  Charter 
shall  be  deemed  to  include  the  power  of  im- 
posing by  Bucb  Onlinances  all  each  taxes  as 
may  be  necefisary  for  the  order  ami  good  go- 
'Temment  of  the  said  territoties,  and  for  the 
raising  of  ravemie  theiein;  also  the  right  to 
impose  and  ooUeot  Customs  Duties." 

These  last  words  Mr»  Rhodes  desired  to 
havequaliHed  by  the  following  psM)vi0O3-^ 
*'  Provided  that  if  Costoms  Dnties  are  klraed* 
then,  in  so  far  as  Customs  Dues  on  British  goods 
are  concerned,  they  shall  not  exceed  the  duties 
thereon  according  to  the  tariff  at  present  in 
force  in  the  South  African  Oastoms  uaiou.*' 
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Wtot  WM  the  oVJeot  of  Mr,  Abodes,  the 
Premier  of  Cape  Co&ouj,  in  wmhiBg  for 
Umt  proviso  ?  His  object  was  rto  secure 
that  the  duties  to  be  imposed  oiir  Britisb 
goods  should  never  exceed  tbe  amount 
required  for  tbe  purposes  of  revenue  ;  that 
there  should  be  a  check  agaiui^t  the  in- 
troductiou  of  tUe  principle  of  extreme  pro- 
tectlon,  and  that  tbe  colonies  should 
make  a  commercial  return  to  the  Mother 
Country  for  tbe  expenditure  of  life  and 
money  she  bad  incurred  .in  establishing 
them.  He  thought  Knglisbmen  were 
indebted  to  Mr.  Rhodes  for  bis  desire  to 
make  it  a  cardinal  condition  of  the  Con- 
stitutions of  Matabelelaud  and  Mashoua- 
land  that  these  countries,  covering  enor- 
mous areas  and  likely  to, become  exceed- 
ingly prosperous,  should  never  put  pro- 
tective duties  on  British  goods.  He 
believed  that  this  feeling  would  be  re- 
echoed in  every  industrial  constituency  in 
the  country,  more,  especially  at  tbe  pre*" 
sent  time,  because,  as  Mr.  Rhodes  clearly 
and  distinctly  said,  be  wished  to  liave 
this  proviso  added  in  the  interest  of  the 
English  people,  who  were  daily  perceiving 
that  the  only  return  made  to  them  by  the 
colonies  they  bad  founded,  and  for  all 
the  blood  and  treasure  they  had  spent, 
was  that  the  present  occupants  of  hucU 
colonies  placed  a  prohibitive  tariff  on 
Britisb  goods,  thereby  removing  tbe  only 
existing  benefit  to  tbe  Britisb  manu- 
facturer. He  bad  no  desire  then  to  advo- 
cate protectionist  doctrines,  but  he  felt 
bound  to  say  that  ke  tbonght  it  a  matter 
of  great  regret  that  Britisb  colonies 
should  unpose  such  duties  on  the  goods 
of  tbe  Mqther  Country.  For  one  be  was 
beartily  glad  that  Mr.  Rhodes,  as  tbe 
Leader  of  Colonial  statesmen,  desired  to 
put  an  end  to  this  state  of  aflkirs.  The 
injury  wbiob  these  tariff  duties  of  foreign 
countries  and  tbe  colonies  did  to 
our  trade  was  absolutely  incontestible, 
and  yet  what  did  tbey  find  was  the 
action  taken  by  tbe  Secretary  of  State 
for  tbe  Colonies  ?  Lord  Ripou  was  the 
first  Secretary  of  State  who  bad  ever 
bad  an  offer  of  this  kind  made  to  bim, 
and  be  rejected  it.  Why  did  be  reject 
it  i  Because  tbe  proviso  did  not  extend 
to  KOods  from  foreign  states.  It  did  not 
so  extend  for  tbe  best  of  all  reasons.  If 
tbe  United  States  and  other  Powers 
continued  their  power  Of  excluding 
British  manufactures  from    tbeir  coun- 


tries by  tliBur  high  tariffs,  Mr.  Bkodm 
desired  te  retain. the  power  for  Matabe* 
lebnd  and  Masbonalaod— althougk  not 
elaiming  it  at  the  present  time*-if  it 
should  become  necessary  in  tbe  future, 
of  saying  they  had  the  right  of.  imposing 
differential  duties  and  considering  the 
advisability  of  meeting  these  foreign 
tariffs,  Whmb  did  our  own  trade  so 
much  barm^  in  tbe  same  spirit.  What 
were  the  t^ms  of  the  answer  of  Lord 
Ripoo,  as  Secretary  of  State  for  tbe 
Colonies,  to  this  very  generous  and 
most  patriotic  o^r  of  Mr.  Rhodes,  an 
offer  which  showed  that  be  and  his 
supporters  desired  nothing  better  than  to 
cement  closer  and  closer  the  ties  whieb  con- 
neoted  tlie  colonies  and  tbe  MotberCountry, 
and  to  obtain  for  the  Mother  Country  the 
great  advantages  which  tbeir  prosperous 
nmrkets  offered  to  her  in  tbe  present 
depressed  condition  of  trade  in  this 
country  ?  The  Marquess  of  RiiK)n, 
writing  to  the  Company  on  June  11th, 
1894,  expressed  the  opinion  that — 

"The  proviso  waa  unnecessary  because  the 
Company  could  only  impose  taxation  by 
Ordinanoe,  and  such  Ordinances  were  subject 
to  disallowance  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
consequently  no  Ciistoms  Duties  could  be  levied 
which  the  Secretary  of  State  was  not  prepared 
to  MQction.  There  was,  therefore,  no  reason 
to  fear  th^t  the  Company  would  be  alio  we. I  to 
impose  excessive  duties/* 

But  he  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  tbe 
Under  Secretary  and  of  tbe  House  to  the 
fiict  that  tbe  Crown  bad  now  the  power 
of  disallowing  any  Bill  proposed  or 
enacted  by  a  Colonial  Legislature,  in- 
cluding any  Bill  for  tbe  iniposiug  of  pro- 
tective duties  against  Britisb  goods. 
But  this  was  a  right  which  neither  this 
njor  any  previous  Govoriunent  had  ex» 
ercised,  nor,  he  veunired  to  say,  would 
any  future  Government  of  this  country 
ever  venture  to  exercise  in  respect  of  any 
Bill  regulating  tbe  fiscal  policy  of  any 
self-governing  colony*  It  was  quite  im- 
possible at  Uiis  time  of  day  for  tbe  Mother 
Country  to  interfere  with  the  fiscal  policy 
of  any  self-governing  colonv,  AU  duties 
of  this  kind,  levied  by  any  foreign  Stat© 
or  eolony,  were  detrimental  to  tbe  best 
interests  of  our  trade*  But  the  Marquess 
of  Bipon  based  bis  refusal,  not  on  con* 
sideration  of  tbe  interests  of  British 
trade,  but  on  the  grounds  that  the  proviso 
did  not  extend  to  foreign  countries,  and 
that  the    adoption    of    such    a    policy 
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would  involve  a  departQre  from  the 
eoaree  pursaed  for  many  yeara  by  Irbe 
British  GovernndQC.  The  long  and 
ehort  of  the  matter  was  th»t  the  Mar- 
quess of  BipoD  had  decliued  this  offer 
by  Mr.  Rhodes,  not  in  the  iuterests 
of  British  trade,  hot  simply  and  solely 
becaase,  sooner  or  kter,  it  might  become 
necessary  in  Matabelelaiid  or  Maahona- 
land,  for  the  sake  ef  revenue  and  other 
reasons,  to  put  foreign  goods  in  a  less 
favourable  position  ou  their  entrance  into 
those  territories  than  British  goods. 
What  had  the  British  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  to  do  with  the  iuterests 
of  foreigners  ?  Had  foreign  nations 
done  any  tiling  for  the  establishment  of 
Matabelelaud,  Masbonaland,  or  any 
British  colony  ?  But  being  so  soiicttous 
for.  the  foreigner  he  might  have  as- 
certained that  as  long  as  the  eh&iises 
in  the  Treaty  with  Belgium  of  1862^ 
and  with  the  Zollverein  of  1865,  pro* 
viding  that  foreign  goods  should  not 
pay  a  higher  duty  than  British  goods  in 
British  colonies  remained  unrepealed, 
foreigners  could  prevent  any  differential 
duties  being  levied  upon  them  by  the 
Company.  While,  then.  Lord  Ripon  had 
secured  no  greater  benefit  to  the  foreigner 
than  lie  enjoyed  under  existing  treaties, 
he  had  failed  to  secure  a  great  advantage 
offered  spontaneously  to  the  British 
people.  Why  had  he  not  paid  attention 
to  the  great  need  that  existed  for  new 
markets  ?  Did  he  not  know  of  the  great 
depression  in  trade  ;  did  he  not  know  of 
the  large  number  of  people  unemployed 
in  the  country,  and  how  greU  was 
the  cry  in  ever)'  manufactnring  centre 
amongst  manufacturers  and  workpeople 
for  new  markets  ?  All  who  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  subject  agreed  that 
new  markets  had  become  an  absolute 
necessity  for  us.  Yet  when  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  had  an  oppor« 
unity  of  securing  that  the  markets  of 
800,000  square  miles  of  Britisli  territory 
shonld  never  be  protectively  closed 
against  British  goods,  he  oontemptuoosly 
rejected  it.  He  was  not  going  to  labour 
the  matter  further  seeing  the  lateness 
of  the  hour  (11.13  p.m.).  He  had  raised 
the  question  entirely  in  the  interest  of 
bis  own  constituents.  It  was  a  matter 
of  vital  importance  to  them  that  new 
markets  should  be  secured  for  their  pro« 
ducts.     He  wonld,  in   conclusion,  draw 

Colonel  Howard  Vincent 


the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  very 
memorable  speech  made  by  'the  Premier 
of  Cape  Colony,  a  true  •  Imperial  states- 
man.  >Mr.  Rhodes  had  said--^ 

<*  The  onas  of  rejection  tif  thifl  splendid  offer 
lies  with  Her  Majesty's  Ooverament.  They 
spend  their  whole  time  on  small  matteia.  But 
the  big  question  of  the  trade  of  the  people  they 
neglect.  They  forget  that  England  is  but  a 
snail  country,  and  yet  has  to  support  nearly 
40,000,000  people,  who  directly  and  indivectly 
are  engaged  in  working  up  the  raw  product  into 
the  manufactured  article,  and  distributing  this 
article  over  the  world.  The  worlds  finding  that 
England  is  unrivftlled  in  the  manufacture  from 
the  raw  material,  has  of  late  years  been  de- 
vising schemes,  by  protective  and  prohibitive 
tariffs,  to  shut  her  out— see,  for  instance,  the 
action  of  the  United  States,  of  France,  and  of 
Russia  ;  and  yet  the  most  extraordinary  thing 
is  that,  when'the  English  people  are  offered  the 
privilege  that  South  of  the  Zambesi  their  goods 
shall  be  admitte«l  for  ever  on  a  fair  basis,  their 
rulers  absolutely  refuse.  It  will,  I  hope,  be 
brought  home  to  the  Bnarlish  people,  for  wth 
them  lests  the  final  decision/' 
He  con  Id  not  do  mnoh  to  bring  this 
matter  home  to  the  English  people,  but 
what  little  he  could  do  he  was  doing  and 
he  should  do.  It  was  for  that  reason 
that  he  ventured  to  move  a  reduction  of 
the  salaiy  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Colo- 
nies by  £100. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
"  £3,583,1 50,"  in  order  to  insert 
£3,583,050.'*— (Co/o«e/  Howard  Vtn- 
cent.) 

Question  proposed,  **That  £3,583,150 
stand  part  of  the  Resolution." 

Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex, Eastbourne) 
said,  he  desired  to  follow  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down,  though 
not,  perhaps,  on  the  same  lines.  It  was 
not  necessary,  he  imagined,  for  the  hon. 
Member's  Motion  to  be  seconded,  or  he 
(Admiral  Field)  would  second  it,  for  he 
had  a  grievance  against  the  Colonial 
Office  and  against  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  so  ably  represented  that  Office  in 
this  House.  The  grievance  was  one  he 
wished  to  ventilate  in  the  interest  of  the 
important  shipping  industry  of  the 
country.  He  wished  to  call  attention  to 
the  mischievous  system  which  prevailed 
to  a  limited  extent  of  subsidising  foreign 
mail  steamers  under  foreign  flags.  He 
alluded  in  partionlar  to  the  case  of  the 
subsidy  paid  with  the  partial  approval 
of  the  Colonial  Office  to  the  Messageries 
Maritimes  de  France  for  carrying  English 
mails  to    the  Island  of  Mauritius.     He 
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had  piit  a  qaeetkni  ta  the  Oovernmeiit  on 
the  Bttbjeet  more  tbao  once,  but  without 
eliciting  a  flatififaetory  answer.  He  bad 
been  supported  by  hen.  Gentlemen  who 
who  had  put  further  questions*—*^ 

*Mr.  speaker  pointed  out  th^t  this 
was  a  new  subject^  and  that  the  question 
raised  bjr  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Sheffield  ought  to  be  disposed  of 
first. 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  said,  he  would  not 
detain  the  House  more  than  a  few 
moments  in  replying  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sheffield,  who  had  moved  a  reduction 
in  the  Vote  because  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  unable  to  accept  Mr.  Rhodes^fe 
offer  in  regard  to  the  Matabeleland  and 
Mashonaland  settlement.  Mr,  Rhodes^s 
proposal  was  that  no  higher  dudes  than 
those  at  present  in  force  under  the  Cus- 
toms Union  sbould  be  placed  on  British 
goods  in  Matabeleland  and  Mashoualand. 
That  was  a  proposal'  which  the  Govern* 
ment  could  not  accept,  because  it  was 
based  on  the  ground  that  it  mi^lit  become 
necessary  at  a  future  time  to  place  differ- 
ential duties  on  foreign  goods.  By  this 
arrangement,  therefore,  it  was  intended 
practically  to  put  a  lower  duty  on  British 
goods  than  on  foreign  goods  imported 
into  the  country.  That,  of  course,  raised 
the  question  that  was  known  as  Fair  Trade!. 
He  was  not  going  to  discuss  that  ques- 
tion this  evening,  but  they  did  feel  that 
when  they  had  to  decide  the  matter  or 
alter  their  policy  they  should  look  at  the 
whole  fiscal  principles  upon  which  this 
country  had  acted  for  50  years.  Would 
it  have  been  compatible  with  their  duty 
to  accept  a  proposal  affecting  one  small 
colony  only,  but  aimed  practically  at  the 
fiscal  principles  accepted  by  this  country 
for  so  long  a  period  ?  The  Secretary  of 
State  thought  that  if  any  alteration  was 
to  be  made  in  our  fiscal  policy  it  ought 
to  be  done  deliberately  after  due  coo- 
sideration  and  after  taking  into  counsel 
all  those  who  were  interested  in  the 
change.  The  Secretary  of  State  held 
that  it- would  not  be  right  to  do  anything 
by  a  side  wind  which  might  affect  the 
general  fiscal  principles  in  which  this 
country  had  hitherto  acted.  That  was 
the  ground  on  which  the  proposal  was 
rejected,  and  he  would  point  oiYt  further 
that  as  regarded  the  sitnatiou  in  Mata- 
beleland and  Masiioualand  the  rejection 
of   the   proposal   in    no  way  prejudiced 


British  interests.  On  the  contrary,  he 
believed  that  it  waa  more  likely  that 
there,  would  be  lower  duties  on  British 
goods  in  that  part  of  the  country  than  if 
Mr.  Rhodes^s  proposal  bad  been  accepted. 
In  the  Bechuanaland  Railway  agreement 
the  Secretary  of  State  retained  full 
power  of  refu^g  to  pass  any  Ordinance 
introduced  by  the  Chartered  Company  in 
that  territory.  The  principle  had  been 
introduced  that  with  regard  to  tlie  whole 
oil  that  territory  the  duties  should  not 
exceed  the  dudes  in  force  in  the  Cnstom» 
Union,  and  in  regard  to  Swaziland  the 
identically  same  principle  had  been 
carried  out;  The  hon.  Member  opposite 
was  labouring  under  a  serious  mistake  if 
he  thought  that,  apart  from  the  question 
of  Fair  Trade,  the  Government  had  in  any 
way  injured  or  damnified  British  interests. 
He  would  only  say  that,  while  the  Go- 
vernmenlf  were  very  anxious  to  meet  Mr. 
Rhodes^s  proposal  in  this  matter,  they  did 
not  think  that  in  dealing  with  a  small 
part  of  the  great  British  Empire  it  would 
have  been  right  or  proper  to  raise  a  great 
fiscal  question,  and  they  thought  that 
was  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  rejection 
of  the  proposal.  As  far  as  they  could 
they  had  endeavoured  to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  the  British  producer  and  the 
British  iBxporter,  and  he  believed  they 
would  be  better  rather  than  worse  off  by 
the  proposals  the  Government  had  laid 
before  the  House. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
'^  That  this  House  doth  agre^  with  the 
C<HDmittee  in  the  said.  Resolution^." 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) said,  he  would  not  detain  the 
House  more  than  a  few  momenta ;  but  aa 
regarded  what  had  been  said  earlier  as 
to  the  relations  existing  between  our- 
selves, our  fellow-countrymen  in  the 
Transvaal,  and  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment, it  was  desirable  that  a  word  or  two 
should  be  said  in  reply  by  Members  who 
had  had  the  privilege  of  mixing  with  the 
Boers  and  their  leaders,  and  who  were- 
acquainted  with  the  President  of  the 
Republic.  Random  utterances  by 
gentlemen  who  were  unacquainted  with 
the  Transvaal  as.  to  the  treatment  of  our 
fellow-countrymen  in  that  country  were 
to  be  deprecated.     The  hon.  Member  for 
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SbeiBeld  had  used  ezprasnoiis  whiok 
wene  oaBtniDlj-  -  not  warntatad,  and 
whick:  weFe  oaloolated  to  do  a 
great  deal  of  harm  by  straining  the 
relationa  between  their  own  people  and 
the  inhabitants  of.  the  Transvaal.  Ud«> 
fortunately,  words  uttered  by  however 
humble  and  iosignilioant  Members  of  the 
Hoase  were  reported,  and  had  an  import-^ 
anee  attached  to  them  far  beyond  their 
merits  by  the  people  of  the  Transvaai, 
and  other  countries  of  the  kind.  He 
remembered  observing,  a  few  years  ago, 
when  he  happened  to  be  travelling  in 
the  Transvaal  at  the  same  time  that  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  South  Pad- 
dington  was  making  an  excursion  there, 
that  that  noble  Lord  had  inspired  very 
strong  resentment,  and  incurred  cod- 
eiderable  odium  from  the  people,  to  the 
injury  of  the  interests  of  this  country,  by 
the  unwarrantable  language  he  had  used 
against  that  people.  That  being  the 
case,  he  tliought  it  only  fair  to  say  a 
single  word  from  personal  knowledge  of 
Che  people  of  the  Transvaal  and  their 
leaders,  in  support  of  the  generous  senti- 
ments of  the  hon.  Member  for  Poplar, 
and  the  credit  ho  had  given  Sir  Henry 
Loch,  our  Representative  in  South 
Africa,  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
brought  about  an  adjustment  of  the 
difficult,  and  delicate,  and  thorny  ques- 
tions which  had  arisen  between  this 
country  and  the  Transvaal.  The  par- 
ticular point  made  against  the  people  of 
the  Transvaal  was  on  the  commandeer- 
ing and  franchise  questions.  On  that  he 
would  only  say  that  it  was  too  commonly 
the  idea  of  Englishmen  that  they  oonid 
go  and  exploit  foreign  countries  with- 
out being  liable  to  pay  taxes  in  support 
of  law  and  order.  The  position  taken 
up  by  our  countrymen  in  the  Transvaal 
was  that  which,  unfortunately,  foreigners 
thought  they  were  always  entitleii  to 
take  up  in  oonntries  which  they  oon- 
eidered  half-oivilisei].  The  same  thing 
had  taken  place  in  Egypt  in  times 
past.  There  were,  no  doubt,  some 
Englishnaen  in  the  Transvaal  who 
thought  they  were  justified  in  re- 
fusing to  submit  to  taxation  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  the  Government 
of  the  Bepttblie.  He  did  not  think  that 
their  view  was  general.  No  doubt  the 
system  of  compelling  Englishmen  to 
to  take  part  in  military  operations,  and 

Mr,  Conybeare 


1  to  join  expeditioBS  against  tbe  unfor* 
tunate  natives,  ought  to  be  put  down» 
But  to  suppose  that,  therefore,  they 
shonld  be  exempt  from  tbe  payment  of 
all  taxation  which  was  necessary  for  the 
carrying  on  of  the  govefumeat  of  the 
country,  was  a  proposal  to  which  he,  for 
one,  eould  not  assent.  People  who 
went  to  the  Transvaal  to  make 
their  fortunes  must  expect  to  liave 
to  contribute  something  towards 
the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  law 
and  order.  But  if  they  did  so  con* 
tribute  it  was  only  right  that  they  should 
have  some  share  in  the  representation. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield,  who 
talked  so  glibly  against  the  Government 
of  the  Transvaal  on  these  matters,  pro- 
bably was  not  aware  of  what  had  already 
been  done  in  respect  of  giving  a  certain 
share  of  representation  to  our  people  in 
that  country^  He  was  not  aware,  per- 
haps, that  a  second  Folksraad  had  been 
established  for  the  representation  of  the 
European  population.  This  was  not  all 
that  was  to  be  desired,  but  it  was  worthy 
of  note  that  that  concession  had  been 
obtained  through  the  exertions  of  an 
hon.  Member  of  the  House  whose  name 
was  honourably  associated  with  all  that 
was  best  in  the  progress  of  South  Africa. 
The  representation  in  the  Transvaal 
was  not  so  far  behind  our  own.  He 
had  heard  it  said  that  a  man  eould 
not  be  represented  until  he  had 
lived  lo  years  in  the  country  ;  but  that 
was  not  correct.  The  necessary  period 
of  resideuoe  was  either  two  or  five  years 
—he  believed  the  former — though  a 
man  was  not  eligible  for  office  until  he 
had  had  16  years*  residence.  Well,  in 
this  country  two  years*  residence,  and 
very  often  two  and  a-half  years*  resi- 
dence, was  necessary  in  order  to  give  a 
man  a  vote.  The  President  of  the 
Transvaal  Republic  had  a  good  answer 
to  make  to  anyone  who  complained.  He 
had  sud  to  him  (Mr.  Conybeare)  that  if 
they  were  to  give  a  vote  to  everybody  in 
the  country  in  the  present  condition  of 
things,  with  a  large  floating  population 
consisting  of  people  of  all  nationalities, 
most  of  whom  went  there  to  make 
fortunes  and  cleared  out  with  as  mnch 
money  as  they  could  collect,  the  Republic 
would  soon  be  brought  to  ruin.  It  was, 
therefore,  necessary  for  the  well-being  of 
the  country. that  a  reasonable  period  of 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1489     Supplyr^CinU  Services,   {Si^fihrlSdi^  SfC^  E^imat^. 


H9Q 


reBi46Qee>4r)]oiil4«bid  reqvired  to  qoofer* 
the. froac^m  upon  tbe  foreigaor.  He 
coniiiM)vid«4  t^i^rerideot  of.ti^  Bapublte 
and  hifl.  Miuisters  fpr  ips.UliBg  iipoM  a 
measure  of  this  kiud  as  a  measure  of 
safety.  Althougl^  tbej  might  feel,  as 
EDglisfamen,  that  mauy  of  the-  arrange- 
ments  in  the  Trausvaal  did  not  condnoe 
as  mueh  as  n\i^ht  he  desired  to  the  f  uU 
development  of  the  industry  of  the  country 
in  whifih  so  n^any  millions  of  British 
capital  had  already  been  invested,  he 
did  not  think  there  was  the  slightest 
desire  on  the  part  of  any  of  tho  leadiug 
men  in  the  Republic  to  treat  Englishmen 
In  a  different  manner  to  that  in  which  they 
would  treat  their  own  people  or  the  people 
of  other  States.  Speeches  .  were  some- 
times made  on  the  floor  of  tliis  House  by 
gentlemen  who  knew  nothing  about  the 
Transvaal  or  the  rights  and  wrongs  of 
the  question,  which  tended  to  strain  the 
relations  between  ourselves  and  the 
Boers.  For  that  reason  he  was  glad  to 
have  heard  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies* 
He  congratulated  the  hon.  Member  on 
the  line  of  policy  that  Lord  Ripon  and 
he  had  laid  down  and  carried  out. 

Mr.  H.  S.  FOSTER  (Suffolk,  Lowes- 
toft)  said  he  wished,  in  the  interests  of 
his  constituents,  to  refer  to  a  grievance 
they  suffered  through  the  way  in  wWch 
the  Education  Act  was  being  administered 
towards  voluntary  schools,  and  the 
friction  whroh;  existed  between  Her 
Majesty's  Inspector  and  the  managers  of 
the  voluntary  school 

Mr.  ACLAND  said,  that  he  had 
asked  the  Chief  Inspector  to  go  to 
Lowestoft  and  to  look  into  the  whole 
question,  because  he  recognised  that  the 
matter  had  not  been,  well  managed. 

Mb.  H.  S.  foster  said,  that  in 
view  of  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  fulness  and  frankness  of 
which  he  acknowledged,  ho  would  refrain 
■from  saying  anything  further. 

MRi  JEFFREYS  <Hants>  Basing- 
stoke) said,  he  wished  to  oall  attention 
to  the  Merchandise  Marks  Protection 
Act  recently  passed,  and  to  ask  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  if  he 
would  do  his  best  to  see  it  was  enforced, 
as  it  was  competent  for  his  Department 
to  institute  proceedings  under  it.  The 
Act  provided  for  the  proseoutioQ  of  those 
who  sold  foreign  or  colonial  meat  as 


En^lab  moat.  Much  harm  had  been 
done  to  British,  agriculture  by  this  prao- 
lioe^  which  was  qarried  on  to  an  enormous 
axtenU  A  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords  took  evidence  on  this  question,  ao^ 
OD^  pf  the  witnesses  before  it  stated  that 
olose  to  Westnunster  there  wt^s  a  house 
whieb  professed  to  sell  Welsh  mutton, 
whereas  the  meat  in  the  shop  came  from 
New  Zealand,  and  not  a  single  joint,  of 
Welsh  mutton  could  be  found  there. 
That  was  a  casQ  surely  in  which  the 
owner  or  salesman  ought  to  be  prose- 
QUtod,  and  he  hop^d  consequently  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  would 
take  apt  ion.  A  former  Member  of  the 
Government,  Lord  Playfair,  had  pointed 
out  that  this  was  a  matter  which  more 
concerned  agriculture  than  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  the  Government  had  shown 
its  willingness  that  a  Bill  should  be  iur 
trodueed  giving  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
those  powers  which  the  Board  of  Trade 
possessed  under  the  Merchandise  Marks 
Act  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  the 
sale  9f  foreign  and  colonial  meat  under 
the  name  of  English  meat.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  assure  him  that 
he  intended  to  use  these  powers  he  would 
be  willing  to  withdraw  the  Bill  standing 
in  his  own  name,  and  he  was  confident 
that  such  an  assurance  would  give  lively 
satisfaction  to  the  agriculturists  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  H.  GARDNER  said,  that  whUs 
admitting  that  agriculturists  not  unnatu- 
rally had  shown  some  little  impatience 
on  this  subject,  he  was  glad  to  be  able  to 
point  to  the  fact  that  the  Bill  promised 
by  Lord  Playfair  had  passed  the  House 
of  Commons  without  dissent,  and  that  it 
transferred  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
powers  conferred  on  the  Board  of  Trade* 
Hon*  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  would  agree  thali  misrepresenta- 
tion in  a  matter  such  as  that  was  much 
to  be  deplored,  and  he  could  assure  them 
.that  in,  enforcing  the  Act  he  would  in- 
terpret the  iK>wers  it  gave  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  the  roost  liberal  sense, 
and  apply  thom  whenever  any  case  was 
brought  before  him  which  seemed  to 
justify  that  course. 

Majob  jRASCH  (Essex,  ,S.£.)  said, 
iie  wislied  l^o  call  the  attention  of  the 
Under  ScM^retary  for  the  Colonies  to  the 
appointo^ut  .of  Dr.  Grigsby  as  Chief 
Justice,  of.  Cyprus,  and  had  to  ask  what 
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bis  qualifications  were  for  tbe  position  ? 
He  was  aware  that  Dr.  Grigsby  was  a 
barrister  and  a  member  of  tbe  London 
County  Council.  But  the  one  qualtfioa- 
tion  which  seemed  to  have  secured  bidi 
the  berth  was  that  be  contested  a  Divi- 
sion of  Mid  Essex  in  the  Radical  in- 
terest  at  the  General  Election  of  1892  ; 
and  it  really  seemed  that  nowadays  the 
sbortest  way  of  obtaining  preferment  wifjs 
to  contest  a  constituency  in  the  Radical 
interest.  This  Chief  Justice  had  joined 
a  certain  Company  as  a  Director — a  Com- 
pany known  as  the  Solicitors'  Investment 
Government  Trust — a  name  which  would 
have  frightened  any  sensible  man.  The 
Company  was  born  in  the  year  1890,  and 
after  a  variegated  and  chequered  existence 
a  petition  was  filed  against  it  in  the  year 
1892,  and  so  disreputable  were  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  its  demi^  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  ordered  an  oflficial  in- 
quiry, and  Dr.  Grigsby  was  ordered  home 
from  Cyprus  to  give  evidence  on  the 
subject.  A  report  of  the  investigation 
would  be  foimd  in  The  Times  of  Feb- 
ruary 20th  last,  and  without  going  into 
details  he  would  point  out  that  Dr. 
Grigsby  appeared  to  have  been  concerned 
in  three  transactions  of  a  questionable 
character -^namely,  lending  money  to 
someone  who  stuck  to  it,  borrowing 
money  himself  from  the  Company,  and 
also  lending  the  Company *b  funds  to  a 
friend.  He  wished  to  know  from  the 
Under  Secretary  to  the  Colonies  why 
this  Judge  was  ever  allowed  to 
return  to  Cyprus  as  Chief  Justice 
after  his  examination  in  relation 
to  the  liquidation  of  the  Company 
with  which  he  was  connected.  He 
had  not  the  slightest  grudge  person- 
ally against  this  legal  luminary,  but  he 
did  think  the  House  were  entitled  to  an 
explanation  of  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mb.  S.  BUXTON  said,  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  was,  of  course,  entitled 
to  raise  this  question,  but  it  would  have 
been  more  convenient  if  be  had  given 
notice  of  his  intention  to  do  so.  So  far 
as  his  recollection  went,  hbwever,  he 
would  deal  with  the  matter.  'In  the  first 
place,  Dr.  Grigsby  was  not  Chief  Justice 
of  Cyprus,  but  a  minor  Judge  corre- 
sponding in  position  to  a  Magistrate  here. 
He  had  had  a  distinguished  career  at  his 
University  and  as  a  barrister,  and  he  was 

Major  Rasch 


recommended  very  strongly  for  the  post, 
t'he  hon.  Meniber  had  cotnmeotad  on  the 
fact  that  Dr.  Grigsby  stood  against  him 
in  an  election,  and  was  defeated. 

Major  RASCH :  Not  against  me. 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  said,  that  his  career 
was  such  that  he  seemed  to  be  a  fitting 
person  for  the  appointment.  The  Colo- 
nial Office  had  no  knowledge  at  the  time 
of  any  connection  of  Dr.  Grigsby  with  the 
Company  in  question,  or  that  such  a  Com- 
pany was  in  existence  or  had  come  to 
grief.  But  undoubtedly  the  Secretary  of 
State  felt  the  question  was  one  of  great 
gravity,  and  it  was  only  after  careful  con- 
sideration of  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  that  they  came  to  the  decision  to 
allow  him  to  go  back  to  Cyprus.  Although 
questions  of  gross  carelessness  were  in- 
volved, thev  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  accusations  of  fraud  had  failed,  and 
whether  they  had  been  right  or  wrong  in 
allowing  Dr.  Grigsby  to  return  to  Cyprus 
he  was  prepared  to  defend  the  decifc^ion 
at  which  they  arrived. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

INDUSTRIAL    SCHOOLS    BILL     {Urdsl^ 
(No.  383.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Could  not  this 
Bill  be  made  to  apply  to  Ireland? 

Mr.  PAULTON  (Durham,  Bishop's 
Auckland)  :  That  point  has  been  care- 
fully considered,  but  it  was  found  that 
the  conditions  obtaining  in  Ireland  with 
regard  to  these  institutions  differed  so 
widely  from  those  in  England  that  the 
extension  would  lead  to  great  difficulty 
and  inconvenience,  and  it  would  be  better 
not  to  make  it. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment ; 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 
Amendment. 

MESSAaE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to— 
Finance. Bill, 
Consolidated  Fund  (No.  3)  Bilk 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled^ 
^*  An  Act  to  confer  additional  powers  ou 
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Boards  of  Conciliation  and  Arbitration.** 
[Boards  of  Conciliation  Bill  [Zordf].] 

And  also  a  Bill,  intituled,  ^^  An  Act 
to  Consolidate  the  Copyhold  Acts." 
[Copjhold  Consolidation  Bill  [Lords]."] 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  IB)  BILL.— (No.  287.) 
Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 


EDUCATION  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (CON- 
FIRMATION  (LONDON)  BILL  [Xorrf*]. 

K(No.  300.) 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
mendments. 


ELEMENTARY   EDUCATION 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(BARRY,  &c.)  BILL  [Lords^.^iJSo,  810.) 
/      Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
jimendments. 


PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE. 
Fourth  Report,  with  Minutes  of  Evi- 
dence  and   Appendix,  brought  up,  and 
read. 

-4^        Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  249.] 

COAL  MINES    (CHECK  WEIGHER)  BILL 
[Xorrf*]. 
Read  the  first   time  ;    to   be   read   a 
second  time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be 
printed.     [BiU  340.] 

QUARRIES  BILL  [Lord*']. 
Read   the  first  time  ;   to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  341.] 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  thev  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
'*  An  Act  to  Consolidate  the  Acts  relating 
to  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to,  and  Pro- 
tection of.  Children."  [Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children  Bill  [Zorrf*].] 

PREVENTION      OF      CRUELTY     TO 
CHILDREN  BILL  ILordi]. 

Read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be 
printed.     [BUI  342.] 

VOL.  XXVII,      [fourth  8EBIE8.J 


EVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND)  ARBI- 
TRATION [GUARANTEE  AND  EX- 
PENSES]  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the 
Ti-easury  to  guarantee  adyances,  not  exceeding 
£250,000,  charged  on  the  Irish  Church  Tem- 
poralities Fund,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the 
present  Session  to  make  provision  for  the  restora- 
tion of  Eyicted  Tenants  in  Ireland,  and  to  chai'ge 
the  sums  required  to  meet  such  guarantee  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund  of  the  Unitol  Kingdom. 

And  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys 
to  be  prorided  by  Parliament,  of  any  salaries, 
remuneration,  and  expenses  which  may  become 
payable  under  the  said  Act.— (5»r.  J,  T,  Hib- 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

PRIZE  COURTS   BILL  [Zcvrf*].— (No.  811.) 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

STATUTE  LAW  REVISION  BILLS,  &c. 

Message  from  the  Lords  [30th  July], 
requesting  this  House  to  nominate  an 
additional  Member  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  Lords  and  Commons  on  Statute 
Law  Revision  Bills  and  Consolidation 
Bills,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Channing  be  added 
to  the  Select  Committee  appointed  bj  this 
House  to  join  with  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Lords  on  Statute 
Law  Revision  Bills  and  Consolidation 
Bills. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the 
Lords  to  acquaint  them  therewith.-— (Afr. 
T.  E.  Ellis.) 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  BILL  [Lordtl. 
(No.  385.) 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without  Amendment ;  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment. 

FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL  MEAT  (No.  2) 
BILL.— (No.  46.) 
Order  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate 
on  Second  Reading  [4th  April]  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn* 
3Q 


/- 
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Motions  for  Adjoarament  of  the  House  on  a 
PRIVATE  BILLS.  matter  of  urgent  public  importance ;  and  (9) 

the  number  of  Days  in  Supply  (in  continuation 
of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  0.83,  of  Hession 
1893-4)."— (/>r.  Farquhartikii,) 


Betums  ordered,  ^*  of  the  number  of  Private 
Bills  introduced  and  brought  from  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  of  Acts  passed  in  the  Session  of  1894, 
classed  according  to  the  following  subjects : — 
Bailways  ;  Tramways ;  Tramroads  ;  Subways ; 
Canals  and  Navigations ;  Boads  and  Bridges ; 
Water ;  Gas  ;  Gas  and  Water  ;  Improvement ; 
Police  and  Sanitary  Begulations ;  Corporations, 
&c.  (not  relating  to  Police  and  Sanitaiy  Begula- 
tions or  to  Lighting  and  Improvement  Schemes); 
Ports,  Piers,  Harbours,  and  Bocks;  Churches, 
ChapeU,  and  Burying  Grounds  ;  Inclosure'  and 
Drainage ;  Bstate  ;  Divorce  ;  and  Miscel- 
laneous." 

'*  Gf  all  the  Private  Bills,  and  Bills  for  con- 
firming Provisional  Orders,  which,  in  the  Session 
of  1894,  have  been  treated  as  Opposed  Bills ; 
specifying  those  which  have  been  classified  in 
Groups  by  the  Committee  of  Selection,  or  by 
the  General  Committee  on  Bailway  and  Cantd 
Bills ;  together  with  the  names  of  the  Selected 
Members  who  served  on  each  Committee ;  the 
first  and  also  the  last  day  of  the  sitting  of  each 
Committee ;  the  number  of  days  on  which  each 
Committee  sat ;  the  number  of  days  on  which 
<each  Selected  Member  has  served  ;  the  Bills  the 
Preambles  of  which  were  reported  to  have  been 
proved  ;  the  Bills  the  Preambles  of  which  were 
reported  to  have  been  not  proved  ;  and  in  the 
case  of  Bills  for  confirming  Provisional  Ortlers, 
whether  the  Provisional  Orders  ought  or  ought 
not  to  be  confirme<l ;  the  Bills  referred  back  to 
the  Committee  of  Selection,  or  to  the  General 
Committee  on  Bailway  and  Caual  Bills,  as 
having  become  unopposetl,  and  the  Bills  with- 
drawn or  not  proceetletl  with  by  the  parties." 

"  And,  of  all  Private  Bills  which,  in  the  Session 
of  1894,  have  been  referred  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection,  or  by  the  General  Committee  on 
Bailway  and  Canal  Bills,  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  together  with 
the  names  of  the  Members  who  served  on  each 
Committee  ;  the  number  of  days  on  which  each 
Committee  sat ;  and  the  number  of  days  on 
which  each  Member  attended  (in  continuation 
of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  0.172,  of  Session 
1893-4)."— (2>r.  Farquhurson.) 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (dATS  OCCU- 
PIED BY  GOVERNMENT  AND  BT 
PRIVATE   members). 

Beturn  ordered,  **  showing,  with  reference  to 
Session  1894,  (1)  the  number  of  Sittings  on 
Tuesdays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays  at  which 
Government  Business  had  precedence  ;  (2)  the 
number  of  Sittings  on  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays, 
and  Fridays  at  which  Private  Members  had 
precedence ;  (3)  the  number  of  other  Sittings  at 
which,  in  accordance  with  the  Standing  Orders 
of  the  House,  Government  Business  had  pre- 
cedence ;  (4)  the  number  of  Sittings  at  which 
Government  Business  had  precedence  under  a 
Special  Order  of  the  House;  (6)  the  number  of 
Saturday  Sittings ;  (6)  the  total  number  of 
Sittings  at  which  Government  Business  had 
precedence ;  (7)  the  total  number  of  Days  on 
which  the  House  sat ;  (8)  the  total  number  of 


DIVISIONS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Betum  ordered,  "  of  the  number  of  Divisions 
of  the  House  in  the  Session  of  1894  ;  stating  the 
subject  of  the  Division,  and  the  number  of 
Members  in  the  majority  ami  minority,  Tellers 
included  ;  also  the  aggregate  number  in  the 
House  on  each  Division  ;  distinguishing  the 
Divisions  on  Public  Business  from  Private ;  and 
also  the  number  of  Divisions  before  and  after 
midnight  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  0.171,  of  Session  1893-4)."— (Dr. 
Farqvharton.') 

PUBLIC  PETITIONS. 
Beturn  ordered,  "  of  the  number  of  Public 
Petitions  presented  and  printed  in  the  Session 
of  1894  ;  with  the  total  number  of  Signatures 
in  that  year  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  0.174,  of  Session  1893-4)."— (2>r. 
larqwhurson.') 

SITTINGS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Beturn  ordereii,  "  of  the  number  of  days  on 
which  the  House  sat  in  the  Session  of  1894, 
stating,  for  each  day  the  date  of  the  month,  and 
day  of  the  week,  the  hour  of  the  meeting  and 
the  hour  of  ailjoumment ;  and  the  total  number 
of  hours  occupied  in  the  Sittings  of  the  House, 
and  the  average  time ;  and  showing  the  number 
of  hours  on  which  the  House  sat  each  day,  and 
the  number  of  hours  after  midnight ;  and  the 
number  of  entries  in  each  day*s  Votes  and  Pro- 
C6e<lings  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  0.176,  of  Session  1893-4)."— (i>r. 
Farquhar^nm.^ 

PUBLIC  BILLS. 
Betum  ordered,  "  of  the  number  of  Public 
Bills,  distinguishing  Government  from  other 
Bills,  introduced  into  this  House,  or  brought 
from  the  House  of  Lords,  during  the  S^sion  of 
1894  ;  showing  the  number  which  receive  the 
Boyal  Assent ;  the  number  which  were  passed 
by  this  House  but  not  by  the  House  of  Lords  ; 
the  numberpassed  by  the  House  of  Lords  but 
not  by  this  House ;  and  distinguishing  the  stages 
at  which  such  Bills  as  did  not  receive  the  Boyal 
Assent  were  dropped  or  postponed  and  rejecteti 
in  either  House  of  Parliament  (in  continuation 
of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  0.173,  of  Session 
1893-4)."— (-Dr.  Farquharson,^ 

TBADE  BBPOBTS  (ANNUAL  SBBIES). 

Copies  presented,— of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports  on  Trade  and  Finance, 
Nos.  1442  (Shanghai),  and  of  1443 
(Nagasaki)  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  miniftes 
after  Twelve  o^clock. 
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ORDERS  OF  TMB^DAY. 


I  EVICTED    TENANTS    (IRELAND)    ABBI- 

1  TRATTON    rOUARANTBE    AND    BX- 
*  PBN8E8].    "                  .       •      •            » 
tt  t    t 
%  Resolution  repprtod  ; 

|i  *'That   it   is   expd26e^t  /to   iiuthojifl^' the 

^  Treasury  to  guarantee  advances,  not  exceeding 

S  £250,000,  charged  on  the  Irish  Church  Tem- 

.§  poralitie^  Fund,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the 

g  present  Session    to  make   pjoyiaion    for    the 

k  restozatioQ  of  E  dieted  Tenants  in  Ireland,  and 

2  to  charge  the  sums  required  to  meet  such 
"g  guarantee  on  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the 
.S»  United  Kingdom : 

1  And  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys 

'**  to  be  provided  by  Pftrlumenty  of  any  salaries, 

*§  remuneration,  and  expenses  which  may  become 

g      payable  under  the  said  Act." 

^        BesolatioD  agreed  to. 

0  EVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND)  ABBI- 
"g  TRATION  BILL.H;No.  176.) 

1  Committee.     {Progreu^  27th  Jufy.'] 

i  COHHITTEE. 

I         Bill  coQgidered  in  Committee. 

S  (In  the  Committee.) 

•^         Clause  1« 

^         The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  first  Amend- 

^  ment  on  the  Paper  is  oat  6f  Order. 
^        Captain  NAYLGR-LEYLAND 

]S  (Colchester)  :  On  a  point  of  Order,  Mr, 

g  Mellor 

3  The  chairman  :  Order,  order  I 
^         Mb.  darling  (Deptford)  said,  he 
^  wished  to  move  the  Amendment  standing 

in  his  name.  He  had  not  had  the 
advantage  of  hearing  the  Debate  jester-* 
day,  and  he  was  anxious  in  the  humblest 
possible  manner  to  assist  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to  make 
It  as  good  a  Bill  as  possible,  and  to  see  if 
there  was  any  real  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  accept  reasonable 
Amendments. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  think  the 
question  raised  hj  this  Amendment  has 
^Q  decided,  and  it  is  therefore  out  of 
Older. 
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[Several  hon.  Members  who  had 
Amendments  on  the  Paper  having  been 
called  upon,  and  none  of  them  having 
endeavoured  to  move  their  Amend- 
ments],— 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.  Morley,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tjrne)  said,  he  wished  to  accept  the 
Amendment  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Fermanagh  (Mr. 
Dane). 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  :  On 
a  point  of  Order,  Mr.  Mellor,  I  beg  leave 
to  ask  if  this  Amendment  has  not  been 
passed  over  ? 

The  chairman  :  No,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  quite  in  Order. 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston):  You 
called  upon  me.  Sir,  to  move  an  Amend- 
ment which  stands  three  Amendments 
after  this. 

The  chairman  :  Yea  ;  but  as  no 
Amendment  has  actually  been  moved  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  perfeetlj  in 
Order  in  moving  this. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  ?  Then  I  beg  to 
move  the  Amendment.  Of  course,  this 
is  a  Bill  intended  for  the  relief  of  tenants, 
and  not  for  the  benefit  and  relief  of 
creditors. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
8,  after  the  word  ^'representative,"  to 
insert  the  words— 

*'Not  being  an  administrator  who  has  ob« 
tained  letters  of  administration  as  a  crieditor.'* 
--CMr,  J.  Morley.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.'* 

Mr.  BARTLEY  said,  the  fact  that 
this  Amendment  which  had  come  from 
the  Unionist  side  had  been  accepted  hf 
the  Government  showed  that  spme 
amendment  of  the  Bill  was  reallj 
necessary  in  order  to  make  it  what  it 
ought  to  be.  He  thought  that  was  a  fact 
which  might  be  noted  with  some  interest. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to* 

Mr.  sexton  (Kerry,  N.)  said,  that 
in  the  temporary  absence  of  the  hoo. 
Member  for  South  Kerry  (Mr.  Kilbride), 
he  wished  to  move  the  Amendment 
standing  in  his  name— namely,  in  page  1, 
line  11,  to  leave  out  from  ^^that"  to* 
'"there"  in  line  12.  He  said  that  if  the 
AmQndment  were  adopted  the  clause 
woiikb  read  ati  follows  :-^.  1 


3  R 


I    \\  '^  . • . ' 
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'Ireland.     He  had  not  heard  from  anyone 
on  the*  laUdtords*  tide  any  objectioA  t^ 
him.     Perhaps  if  the  Nationalist  Mem- 
bers  T^ere  disposed  to  be  oriii<Al  thej 
might  make  some  objection  on  their  side. 
Thej  did  not  propose  to  do  so,  however^ 
because  thej  thought  the  strength  of  the 
case  of  the  evieted  tenants  was  so  great, 
and  the  public  expediencj  of  reinstating 
them  was  so  strong,  that  no  man  whose 
mind  was  not  closed  to  justice  would  re- 
fuse to  reinstate  them.     This  geatlemaa 
and  the  other  arbitrator,  who  had  both 
discharged  important  functions   Id  con* 
nection  with  the  Land  Commission,  had 
to  determine  whether  the  landlord  had 
shown  adequate  cause  against  reinstate* 
ment.   If  he  failed  to  do  so  the  reinstate- 
ment was  made.     There  was  a  power  to 
have  a  fair  rent  fixed  by  the  arbitrators, 
but  the  landlord  could,  at  his  option,  have 
the  question  of  fair  rent  determined  by 
the  Land  Commission  under  the  present 
law.     If  the  landlord  was  unwilling  that 
the  tenant  should  be  reinstated  as  tenant 
he  might  demand  that  the  tenant  should 
purchase.     If  he  did  this  the  arbitratora 
had  to  fix  the  purchase-money,  and  the 
ordet*  operated  as  if  there  were  no  agree- 
ment under  the  Purchase  Acts.     In  view 
of  the  rancorous,  sullen,  and  irrational 
opposition   shown   to   this   Bill  by   tbe 
landlord  faction   and    by   the   Unionist 
Party,  he  did  not  think  that  public  atten- 
tion had  been  sufficiently  drawn  to  the 
circumstance  that  where  the  landlord  in 
the  exercise  of  the  right  given  to  him  by 
the    Bill    demanded     that    the    tenant 
should     purchase,    the     whole    of    the 
purchase-money  was   to  be   handed  to 
him  at  otace,  and  was  not  to  be  obliged 
to  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  State  the 
one-fifth  of  the   purchase-money  which 
had  to   be   left   in    the    hands   of  the 
State  under  the  present  law.    This  was 
a  sketch  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
in  the  case  of  a   vacant   farm.      The 
Amendment  he  was  now  moving  applied 
to  the  case  of  a  farm  which  had  been 
tenanted  since  the  date  of  the  eviction. 
He  did  not  declare  on  his  own  opinion 
that  even   if  tbe  Bill  were   a    purely 
optional  Bill  it  wcnild  operate  in  roanv 
of  the  cases,  even  of  the  tenanted  farmt. 
He^  believed  that  the  landlords  and  the 
new  tenants  in  many  cases  were  sick  of 
the  bargains  they  had  taade.     The  eoo- 
dition  of  affairs  in  regard  to  these  farms 


^If  in  the  opinion  of  the  arbitratO(rs' the 
petitlbn  shows  that  tbsre  is  a  primd  faeie  oas^ 
for  reinst^temant  owing  to  the  circnvBtenceB 
of  the  d^trict,'*  &c.,  **  they  may  make  an  order 
for  Buch  reinstatement." 

This  A|iwi|dmei}t  raised  a  question  which 
he  regarded .  as  one  of.  principle  and  of 
vital  importance  in  regard  to  the  probable 
operatioQ  of  the  Kill— *namely,  whether 
there  should  be  a  difTerent  proce4iii'e  and 
a  different  measure  of  power  accorded  to 
the  arbKrators  in  the  case  of;  vacant 
farms  froi^i.that  given  to  them  in  the 
case  of  those  farms  which  had  been 
tenanted  since  the  former  tenancy  was 
determined.  Perhaps,- in  order  to  make 
clear  tbe  import  of  the  Amendment, 
he  ought  to  ■  expUin*  the  difference 
between  the  powers  proposed  to  be 
given  to  the  arbitrators  in  cases  where 
farms  had  continued  vacant,  and  in 
cases  where  they  ha^  been  tenanted. 
In  what  he  believed  was  the  more  com- 
mon case — namely,  that  where  the  land- 
lord, owing  to  the  harshness  and  in- 
equitableness  of  his  own  action  and  to 
the  resolute  state  of  publie  opinion  in 
Ireland  in  reference  to  such  actioi^i  had 
been  unable  to  obtain  a  tenant  fur  his 
farm  either  since  the  1st  of  May,  1879, 
or  since  any  later  date  when  the  farm 
had  become  vacant,  the  Bill  proposed 
that  the  evicted  tenant  might  petition  the 
arbitrators.  The  arbitrators,  if  they 
thought  there  was  a  primh  facie  case  for 
reinstatement — that  was  to  say,  a  case  of 
inequitable  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
landlord — ^might  make  a  conditi6nal 
order  for  reinstatement.  The  landlord, 
on  being  served  with  a  conditional  order, 
was  entitled  to  show  cause  against  it 
within  the  prescribed  period  ;  and  as  the 
Rules  to  be  made  by  the  arbitrators  must 
be  approved  by  the  Irish  Privy  Council, 
which  was  not  a  body  unfavourable  to 
tbe  interests  of  the  landlord,  he  presumed 
that  ample  time  would  be  allowed  to  the 
landlord  for  the  purpose.  If  the  landlord 
succeeded* in  (showing  that  there  was 
noi  a  good  case  for  rehistatement  the 
petition  would  drop  as  unsuccessful.  In 
view  of  the'  various  oblique  allusions— 
Allusions  falling  far  short  of  direct  ehal- 
lenge-— which  had  been  made  in  reference 
to  the  arbitrators,  he  must  again  point  out 
that  the  chief  of  those  arbitrators  had 
been  described  by  the  Leader  of  the  Tory 
Party  as  the  leader  of  the  Equity  Bar  in 
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was  deplorable,  botii  as  regarded  the 
vacant  and  the  tenanted  farms,  and  was  Id- 
jurious  to  the  interests  of  the  landlords 
themselves.  As  to  tke  vacant  farms,  the 
landlords  were  losing  their  reat:— for  it 
could  not  be  pretended  that  a  farm  Id 
the  occupation  of  the  landlord  was 
being  tilled  —  the  tenants  were 
losing  their  means  of  living,  the 
locality  were  losing  .  the  rates, 
the  State  was  losing  the  Revenue, 
and  the  community  was  losing  the 
product  of  the  land.  With  regard  to  the 
tenanted  farms,  and  especially  farms  on 
estates  undpr  the  Plan  of  Campaign, 
what  was  the  state  of  affairs  ?  In  the 
first  place,  they  were  not  bona  fide 
farmers  ;  they  were  mere  servants  of  the 
landlords,  or  the  agents  of  political  com- 
binations, who  had  been  put  in  for  a 
political  and  not  agricultural  purpose, 
some  paying  a  nominal  rent,  some  paying 
no  rent,  and  often  sustained  in  their 
position  as  bogus  tenauts  by  grants  of 
money  from  Political  Associations. 
They  were  familiar  with  many  cases  in 
which  the  tenant  or  the  land-grabber, 
and  especially  the  political  land-grabber, 
did  not  even  go  through  the  farce  of 
carrying  on  any  agricultural  operation. 
He  did  hot  apply  the  farm  to  any  agri- 
cnltural  use  ;  he  was  merely  there .  as  a 
political  agent«  and  the  question  this 
House  had  to  consider  upon  its  responsi- 
bility was  whether  it  would  assent  to  the 
continuance  of  a  state  of  things  incom- 
patible with  social  order  and  the  main- 
tenance of  peace  ?  He  invited  the  House 
to  consider,  first,  how  this  state  of  things 
arose  ;  what  was  the  origin ;  what  was 
the  cause  of  these  evictions  ?  It  arose  in 
no  inconsiderable  part  from  the  hardness 
of  this  Legislature  in  discharging  its 
functions  towards  Ireland.  Many  were 
evicted  between  1879  and  1881,  before 
the  Land  Act  of  1881  was  passecl,  many 
of  them  were  evicted  because  the  Land 
Act  of  1881  was  about  to  be  passed ;  and 
the  landlords  chose  to  put  them  out  in 
order,  at  the  same  time,  to  rob  them  of 
their  property  and  to  deprive  them  of  the 
rights  that  the  Legislature  by  the  Act 
of  1881  intended  they  should  have. 
Many  were  evicted  between  the  passing 
of  the  Act  of  1881  and  the  Act  of  1887, 
the  leaseholders  who  were  labouring 
under  excessive  rents.  If  the  Land  Act 
had  proved  one  thing  more  clearly  than 


another  it  was  that  the  leaseholders  of 
IreUnd  were  struggling  and  staggering 
under  heavier  rents  than  tenants  from 
year  to  year.  In  1 881 ,  the  Liberal  Party, 
deterred  by  the  opposition  of  the  Tory 
Party,  did  not  secure  the  leaseholders  in 
their  rights,  though  the  Tory  Party ,^ 
driven  by  the  Plan  of  Campaign,  included' 
them  in  the  Act  of  1887.  After  the  Act 
of  1887  had  passed,  containing  as  it  did* 
the  section  known  as  *'  the  eviction  n:ade 
easy  clause,"  many  hundreds  of  tenants 
were  evicted,  deprived  of  their  tenancies, 
and  ceased  to  have  any  interest  in  the' 
soil.  What  happened  to  them  ?*  He 
had  explamed  to  the  Committee,  but 
might  mention  it  again,  and  he  hoped 
hon.  Gentlemen  would  bear  it  in  mind, 
that  before  the  Act  of  1887  was  passed 
the  tenant  in  Ireland,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  tenancy,  could  not  be  de- 
prived of  his  legal  interest  in  the  holding 
until  the  Sheriff  came  and  expelled  him 
from  his  holding,  and  after  that  expul- 
sion he  had  six  months  within  which  to 
redeem  his  interest  in  the  farm.  But  the 
Act  of  1887  proposed  for  the  first  time, 
in  the  long  series  of  cruel  Acts  this 
Legislature  had  passed,  that  the  interest 
of  the  tenant  might  be  determined,  and 
he  might  cease  to  be  a  tenant  by  the 
receipt  of  a  registered  letter  intimating 
that  judgment  had  been  given  against 
him  in  the  Court.  Nay,  more  ;  it  was 
not  necessary  the  notice  should  be  served 
on  him,  because  on  a  motion  in  Court 
the  notice  might  be  posted  at  soihe 
public  place,  some  police  barrack 
in  the  district,  and  upon  the  posting 
of  the  notice,  perhaps  10  miles 
from  the  farm,  the  tenancy,  by  the  mere 
fact  of  the  porting  under  Section  7  of  the 
Act  of  1887,  became  determined  ;  from 
that  moment  the  tenant  was  divested  and 
despoiled  of  his  rights  and  his  property 
as  tenant,  and  became  on  the  instant  a 
caretaker,  and  on  the  expiration  of  six 
months  his  right  of  redemption  ceased. 
He  was  aware,  from  the  best  official 
testimony  that  was  laid  before  them,  that 
in  the  last  year  or  two  hundreds  of 
tenants,  especially  in  the  West  of  Ire- 
land— poor  illiterate  men,  men  in  the  hum- 
blest condition,  men,  many  of  them,  un- 
able to  speak  the  English  language, 
living  in  districts  where  English  was  not 
spoken,  came  into  Court  with  originating 
notices,  notices  they  had  served  before 
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the  tenancy  was  detennined,  but  which, 
owing  to  the  delays  of  the  law,  did  not 
come  to  the  point  of  trial,  and  when  they 
came  in  he  had  heard  the  Land  Commis- 
sioner declare  that  no  more  painful  duty 
fell  upon  him  than  his  endeavour  to  ex- 
plain to  these  poor  illiterate  men  that 
their  tenancies  had  been  determined,  and 
that  they  had  been  made  caretakers  on 
the  posting  of  a  notice  many  of  them 
were  unacquainted  with.  That  was  the 
way  in  which  these  farms  had  been 
vacated,  and  they  knew  in  the  struggle 
of  the  last  few  years  Associations  bad  been 
formed  of  Irish  landlords,  aided  by 
wealthy  English  landlords,  and  that 
these  associations  had  been  amply 
provided  with  funds  for  carrying 
on  the  struggle  against  the  tenants  ; 
that  by  the  use  of  these  funds  men 
had  been  brought  from  other  parts  of 
Ireland,  even  from  places  outside  Ireland, 
and  put  in  these  farms  as  tenants.  He 
dared  say  that  the  new  tenant  might  be 
inclined  in  many  cases  under  this  Bill  to 
surrender  his  tenancy,  especially  if  com- 
pensation was  paid ;  but  in  the  case  of 
the  Plan  of  Campaign  estates,  where  the 
struggle  had  been  fierce  and  long,  in  the 
case  of  men  like  Lord  Clanricarde  and 
others  who  spurned  their  own  country- 
men, who  were  so  wealthy  as  to  scorn 
the  loss  tbey  might  sustain,  who  seemed 
to  take  a  delight  in  tyranny  for  its  own 
sake — in  the  case  of  such  men  be  ap- 
prehended that  unless  some  pressure  was 
brought  to  bear  by  this  Legislature, 
mindful  of  its  responsibility  in  the  case, 
both  upon  the  landlord  and  the  new 
tenant,  that  the  Bill,  so  far  as  they  were 
concerned,  might  prove  to  be  inoperative. 
Let  them  picture  to  themselves  the  future 
prospect  of  peace — ^and  that  was  a  question 
for  all  Parties  and  a  question  for  this 
Legislature  to  deal  with.  What  was  the 
prospect  of  peace  in  the  district  where 
the  old  tenants  had  been  cast  out  in 
numbers,  where  men  from  other  parts  of 
the  country  had  been  placed  in  their 
stead,  and  where  the  old  tenants  and  their 
families  for  years  had  been  living  in  the 
vicinity  of  their  holdings,  hoping  for  the 
day  of  their  return,  trusting  in  the  sense 
of  justice  of  this  Imperial  Legislature  ? 
Let  them  picture  to  themselves,  be  said, 
the  prospect  of  peace,  if  that  hope  was 
dashed  to  the  ground.  What  did  the 
eviction  of  those  old  tenants  mean  ?    Did 
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it  mean  no  more  than  what  it  would 
be  in  England  or  Scotland?  That 
was  one  of  the  terrible  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  dealing  with  the  Irish 
question,  and  in  what  was  practically  a 
foreign  House,  unable  to  understand  the 
conditions.  Some  of  the  Members  of 
this  House  were  willing  to  understand 
them  ;  some  would  make  no  effort  to 
understand  them  ;  others  with  the  best 
intentions,  with  the  most  sincere  desire 
to  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  Irish 
tenants,  were  unable  to  appreciate  the 
conditions  of  life,  so  absolutely  different 
were  they,  though  only  a  few  miles  of 
sea  separated  Ireland  from  England,  to 
what  prevailed  in  England.  The  tenant 
in  England  had  no  interest  beyond  that 
of  an  ordinary  tenant,  and  if  he  was 
turned  out  or  chose  to  go  he  took  his 
capital  with  him  to  another  country, 
where  any  man  with  energy  and  a  little 
capital  might  not  want  for  a  living.  To 
an  Irish  tenant  to  be  turned  out  of  his 
holding  is  a  sense  of  banishment ;  he  had 
no  other  means  of  living,  and  eviction 
took  from  him  not  only  his  means  of 
living,  but  every  penny  he  was  worth  was 
in  his  holding.  The  tenants  in  Ireland 
had  brought  the  farms  from  a  state  of 
nature  ;  the  landlords,  as  a  general  rule, 
never  spent  a  single  sixpence  upon  them, 
and  if  they  took  the  ordinary  tenant  they 
took  the  man  in  whose  farm  was  sunk 
not  only  what  capital  he  had,  but  the 
capital  and  labour  of  generations  who 
went  before  him.  Was  it  justice,  under 
such  circumstances,  to  evict  a  man  for 
one  or  two  years'  rent  ?  He  had  ex- 
amined the  Campaign  Estates  Return, 
and  he  found  that,  notwithstanding  the 
declarations  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  had  run  from  the  fight, 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  Dublin 
(Mr.  Carson),  that  the  annual  rental  of 
the  Plan  of  Campaign  estates  was 
£28,000,  and  the  tenants  were  evicted 
for  £59,000.  He  had  examined  other 
Returns,  and  found  very  much  the  same 
result — that  these  tenants  by  the  hundreds 
and  the  thousands  had  been  turned  out  for 
an  arrear  of  two  or  three  years'  rent.  Was 
the  Committee  aware  that  the  tenant 
in  Ireland  could  go  into  the  market,  when 
he  was  allowed  to  go  into  the  market — 
which  he  could  not  always  do  as  in 
Ulster — and  sell  his  interest  in  the  hold- 
ing for  15  or  20  years'  purchase  of  the 
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lent,  BO  that  thej  had  it  that  in  Ireland 
the  interest  of  the  tenant  in  his  holding 
was  nsoallj  as  valuable  and  often  more 
vmluable  than  the  freehold.  Would  hon. 
Grentlemen  suffer  these  men  to  be  robbed 
of  that  interest ;  would  they  suffer  the 
Imndlords  who  ran  before  their  Acts  of 
Fkrliament,  who  took  advantage  of  the 
delaj  of  the  Uw,  to  rob  these  tenants  who 
possessed  so  valuable  an  interest,  and  to 
be  evicted  for  two  or  three  years*  arrears 
of  rent  ?  The  landlord  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  land-grabber  on  the  other  were 
the  partners  in-  an  act  of  appropriation 
and  plnnder.  He  had  said  that  in  many 
cases  these  were  not  inhuman  tenants, 
and  they  were  willing  to  put  words  into 
the  Bill,  if  this  subject  should  be  reason- 
ably considered  by  the  House,  which 
should  make  it  clear  that  the  arbitrator 
should  have  power  to  consider  whether 
these  were  bona  Jide  tenants  or  not,  or  whe- 
ther they  had  a  substantial  interest  in  the 
holding,  but  where  they  were  mere  agents 
and  instruments  of  revenge  he  certainly 
pleaded  they  ought  to  be  cxclnde<l  by  the 
Act.  No  liarm  was  done  to  any  equitable 
right,  and  he  ventured  to  submit  to  the 
Committee  that  if  it  be  true  upon  the  one 
hand  that  pressure  was  placed  by  public 
opinion  upon  these  men  to  surrender  their 
tenancy  of  these  farms,  there  was  also 
pressure  upon  them  from  other  quarters 
to  remain.  Those  who  did  not  think  of 
equity,  who  had  no  respect  for  the  peace 
bf  Ireland,  who  were  working  this  ques- 
tion for  sinister  ends  in  a  rancorous 
spirit  of  political  faction,  might  ask  tha^e 
men  to  remain,  and,  therefore,  he  thought 
that  for  many  of  these  men  they  would  do 
a  good  personal  act  by  directing  them  to 
go,  bemuse  if  they  put  in  the  Bill  a 
direction  to  them  to  go,  they  put  an  end 
to  pressure  from  one  side  or  the  other, 
and  many  of  these  men  might  be  under 
such  pressure  that  without  such  a  direction 
they  could  not  but  insist  on  remaining,  but 
who  would  be  glad  to  go  on  receiving 
compensation.  He  ventured  with  confi- 
dence to  submit  this  Amendment  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Government.  The 
Government  had  seen  the  spirit  in 
which  the  Bill  was  opposed  ;  they 
knew  that  almost  at  the  moment  of  its 
introduction  they  were  threatened  with 
the  House  of  Lords ;  they  would  recollect 
that  in  recent  years  they  conducted  their 
Debates   in   this   House   on  all  matters 


rehiting  to  Ireland  under  the  shadow  of 
a  threat  of  the  action  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  In  a  country  which  they  were 
told  was  free  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  were  constantly  insulted  by  threats 
of  the  action  of  an  Unrepresentative 
Chamber.  He  said  let  the  House  of 
Lords  try  it — let  them  do  their  worst.  If 
they  would,  they  knew  the  conse- 
quences that  followed  the  Compensation 
for  Disturbance  Act.  The  consequences 
so  far  might  be  more  serious  now  ;  the 
House  of  Lords  might  plunge  Ireland 
into  &  worse  convulsion  than  they  had  as 
yet  had  experience;  she  might  have  to 
pass  perhaps  through  a  time  of  cruelty ; 
the  government  of  Ireland  might  be  made 
more  difficult  than  it  had  ever  been  before ; 
but  of  nothing  was  he  more  confident 
than  of  this  :  that  through  whatever 
suffering  the  Irish  people  might  yet  have 
to  pass,  the  equity  of  their  claims  was 
so  manifest  that  even  though  this  Bill 
should  fail  to  become  law,  no  long 
period  would  have  elapsed  before  the 
proposals  they  submitted  would  be  placed 
upon  tlie  Statute  Book. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
1 1,  tx)  leave  out  the  words  "  the  landlord 
is  in  occupation  of  the  holding  and  that.*' 
— {Mr.  Sexton,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  the  landlord  *  stand  part  of  the  Clause.*' 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Meml>er  for  Kerry  (Mr.  Sexton)  has 
moved  this  Amendment,  and  stated  the 
case  on  which  he  bases  it  with  his  ordi- 
nary lucidity  and  power.  The  question, 
I  entirely  agree  with  him  in  thinking,  is 
a  most  important  question  ;  it  is  one  of 
those  compartments  of  the  Bill,  one  of 
those  branches  of  the  Bill,  that  has  given 
those  who  had  the  framing  of  this  Bill 
more  anxiety  and  ground  for  considera- 
tion than  almost,  I  may  say,  any  other 
part  of  the  Bill.  This  important  ques- 
tion has  been  well  stated  by  my  lion. 
Friend,  and  1  mlmit  the  strength  of  the 
case  which  my  lion.  Friend  has  made  out. 
1  am  quite  alive  to  the  importaucc  of  this 
case;  1  am  quite  alive  to  its  being  in  the 
general  policy  of  the  Bill.  The  general 
))olicy  of  the  Bill  is  to  make  possible  the 
restoration  of  as  many  evicted  tenants  as 
can  make  out  a  reasonable  case  :  to  make 
that  result  of  this  piece  of  legislation 
sure.     I   quite  admit  that  in  many  cases 
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•which  my  hon.  Friend  referred  to,  and 
lyhich  ha  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to ;  I  quite  admit  if  in  those  cases 
the  evicted  tenants  are  not  seciire^I,  to 
that  extent  the  policy  of  the  Bill  will 
have  failed.  After  ali,  my  hon.  Friend 
came,  towards  the  end  of  his  speech,  to  a 
proposition  that  shows  the  difference 
between  him  and  his  friends  and  the 
Government.  The  difference  between  the 
object  he  has  in  yiew  and  the  xuachinery 
which  we  have  provided  in  the  clauses 
we  have  introduced  is  not  so  serious  in 
its  moral  effect  and  working  as  might 
appear,  and  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  ap- 
parently appears  to  imagine.  He  admits 
he  is  willing  to  give  power  to  the  arbi- 
trators to  say  whether  one  of  these  new 
tenants  is  a  bonajide  tenant  or  not,  and 
whether  he  has  or  has  not  a  sub- 
stantial interest  in  the  holding.  My 
hon.  Friend  makes  that  an  issue. 
Now,  what  do  I  say  on  the  other 
side  ?  I  say  that  in  my  expectation 
where  the  new  tenant  is,  in  ray  hon. 
Friend^s  language,  not  a  bonajide  farmer, 
and  where  he  has  not  a  substantial  inte- 
rest in  his  holding,  that  in  that  case  the 
new  tenant  will  be  found  willing  to  go, 
and  that  we  have  made  a  provision  for 
those  cases  in  some  clauses  of  the  third 
clause.  I  do  not  know  whether  my  hon. 
Friend  realises  how  far  this  third  clause 
goes  to  meet  that  view.  His  view  admits 
that  if  the  new  tenant  is  a  bovdjide  far- 
mer— has  a  substantial  interest — that  in 
that  case  he  admits  he  is  willing  to  allow 
the  arbitrators  to  decline  to  make  an 
absolute  order.  I  contend  that  such  a 
change  as  my  hon.  Friend^s  Amendment 
would  make  in  the  Bill  is  not  necessary, 
because — and  I  repeat  it — these  tenants 
who  are  not  bona  fide  and  have  not  a 
substantial  interest  would  naturally  be 
willing  to  go  upon  the  terms  provided  in 
the  Bill.  I  would  remind  the  Committee 
of  what  the  Mathew  Commission  says  on 
this  difficult  subject.  Their  recommenda- 
tion was  this  :  The  Commission — that  is 
to  say,  either  the  Land  Commission  or  a 
Special  Commission — should  have  power 
upon  the  application  of  the  evicted  tenant 
to  inquire  whether  the  new^  tenant  has  a 
substantial  interest  in  the  holding,  and 
when  it  shall  appear  there  is  no 
such  interest  to  reinstate  the  former 
tenant  on  such  terms  as  may  seem  just. 
That  is  a  provision   that  will  satisfy  my 

Mr*  J.  Morley 


hon.  Friend.  Then  they  went  on  to  saj 
the  Commission  should  be  able  to  ascer- 
tain the  terms,  if  any,  on  which  a  new- 
tenant  or  purchaser  having  a  substantial 
interest  may  be  willing  to  surrender  it 
to  a  former  tenant,  and,  if  they  think  the 
terms  reasonable,  to  assist  the  evicted 
tenant  by  making  a  grant  of  half  the 
amount.  We  have  considered,  as  care- 
fully as  we  could,  in  the  light  of  opinion 
and  experience  in  both  cases,  and  we  were 
of  opinion  the  first  recommendation 
of  the  Commission,  apart  from  its  im- 
policy, was  not  required*  I  will  give 
one  or  two  illustrations  of  the  class 
of  cases  with  which,  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  we  might  deal.  I  have  had 
a  Report  made  to  me  of  the  admission  of 
new  tenants  on  some  of  the  estates — I 
will  not  mention  them  by  name — into 
which  the  Mathew  Commission  inquired, 
and  others  in  which  it  is  likely  the  new 
tenant,  as  we  think,  would  undoubtedly 
avail  himself  of  the  pow*er  to  bring  the 
matter  to  the  notice  of  the  arbitrator 
under  the  third  clause.  These  are  cases 
that  have  been  carefully  considered,  and 
this  is  the  kind  of  instance  :  In  one  in- 
stance the  case  is  that  of  the  son  of  a  small 
farmer  in  an  adjoining  county.  He  has 
very  bad  land  and  cannot  make  it  pay. 
The  Committee  may  wonder  why  if  the 
land  cannot  be  made  to  pay  the  evicted 
tenant  should  be  wanting  to  go  back. 
To  those  who  are  acquainted  with  Irish 
agriculture  such  a  difficulty  would  not 
present  itself.  Another  case  is  that  of  a 
man  who  also  could  not  make  it  pay.  I 
have  a  considerable  collection  of  cases  of 
that  kind.  There  arc,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  few  men  on  these  estates  >vho  have  got 
a  substantial  interest  in  their  holdings 
which  they  would  be  sorry  to  sacrifice. 
It  will,  of  course,  be  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  use  every  means  in  their 
power  to  protect  these  men  in  the  posi- 
tions they  have  taken.  Let  there  be  no 
misunderstanding  on  this  point.  We  are 
considering  not  a  matter  of  police,  of  law 
and  order  in  its  narrow  sense,  and  I  do 
not  believe  the  object  of  my  hon.  Friend 
itself  would  be  l>etter  carried  out  or  90 
well  carried  out  by  the  Amendment  he 
wishes  to  introduce  into  the  Bill  as  it 
would  be  by  the  natural  willingness  of 
these  men,  who  are  not  bona  fide  fanners, 
and  who  have  no  substantial  interest^ 
to  leave  on  the  terms  that  were  open  to 
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them  'io    the    Bill.    My    hon.    Friend^ 
opposite  has  given  a  veiy  eloquent  and 
very  useful  explanaliou  of  some  -  oi  the 
peculiarities  of  the  Irish  system.      I  will 
poidt  out  to  him  and  to  gentlemen  who 
eit  arouaid   hin  that  to  have  loaded  a 
Bill   whieh  Is   already,  at  the   best^  an 
extremely  difficult  Bill  to  oommeod  to  the 
comprehension  of  this  House,  where  the 
conditions  of  Ireland,  either  momentarily 
or  permanently,  are  so    ill  understood, 
even   in  its  present  moderate  form-^to 
have  loaded  it  with  further  oliauses  em- 
bodying such  a  view  as  I  know  is  held 
not  only  by  hon.  Members  in  this  House, 
but   by  a  great  body  of  Irish   tenants, 
and  going  further  in  that  direction  than 
we  have  done,  would  have  been  to  ex- 
pose the  Bill  to  defeat  in  this   House,, 
and   would   have  given  better  grounds 
than   exist  for  action    against  it    else- 
where.    What  was  the  argument  which 
was  always  received  with  cheers  from  those 
Benches  which  now  present  such  an  in- 
teresting appearance  ?       That  argument 
always  was  that  this  was  not  a  reinstating 
but  an  evicting  Bill.     There  is  no  doubt 
if  we  were  to  accept  the  Amendment  of 
my  hon.  Friend,  we  should  leave  it  open 
to  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  Bill  to  say, 
*^  You  are  compulsorily  evicting  tenants 
who  are  there  with  a  title  which,  though 
Irish  opinion  may  not  recognise  it,  is  a 
legal  title,''  and  to  ensure  the  destruction 
of  the  Bill.      But  I  must  go  a  little  fur- 
ther.    Let  us  suppose  the  Bill  had  been 
carried  containing   such  a  provision  as 
this  Amendment  aims  at.  Suppose  it  was 
carried  through  both  Houses  and  became 
an  Act  of  Parliament  ?  I,  for  one,  should 
certainly  not  contemplate  it  with  equani- 
mity.     In  view  of  the  sullen  and  jealous, 
eye  which  England  alwaye  keeps  upon  all 
doings  in  Ireland,  I  should  not  have  looked 
forward  with  equanimity  to  the  necessity  ,tf 
I  had  remained  in  Office,  of  carrying  out 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  what  would 
have  been  neither  more  nor  less  than  an 
evicting  campaign,  because  undoubtedly 
if  this  provision  were  inserted  in  the  Bill 
it  would  have  necessitated — not.  oven  a 
large  area   possibly,  but  certainly  in   a 
^ood  many  cases — the  Government  en- 
tering upon  an  evicting  campaign.   That 
is    a  matter  for  consideration  from  the, 
administrative  point    of  vieWi     I    have 
pointed  out  objections  from  the  point  of 
view  of  policy  ;  I  have  pointed  out  that 


this  Amendment  would  be  )sqperfluei|3»  in 
view  ol  subsequent  provisions,  lor  achieiv- 
ing  the  objects  which  my  hon.  Friend  has 
in  his  mind,  and  therefore,  thoi^h.I  find 
myeelf  departiuff  from  the  viewa  of  my 
hon.  Ftleads,  I  leel  bound  to  doAoin  the 
interests  of  the  Bill  and  of  the  policy 
which  is  common  to  us  and  to  them.      ; 

Mb.  KILBBIDE  (Kerry,  6.)  said,  he 
should  be  failing  in  his  duty  to.  the  evicted 
tenants  of  Ireland  if  he  did  not  avail  l^^i- 
self  of  the    very    first   opportunity    of 
raising  this  question  ol  the  oew^ewM^tf). 
HeAoticed  that  in  the  speeches  which 
had  been  made  upon  this  Bill  they  had 
been  asked  to  have  perfect  trust  in  the 
Commission  of  Arbitration.     He  wa^  not 
personally  acquainted   with  any  of  t;he 
Arbitrators,  but  still  he  trusted  them  a^d 
wished  to    widen    the    scope    of    their 
Reference.    He  wanted  to  see  this  social 
and  administrative  difficulty  in  Irelofitd 
finally  settled.    The  Chief  Secretary  lor 
Ireland  had  said  that  every  tenant  was 
likely  to  get  back  who  could  make  out  a 
reasonable  case.    He  knew  cases  on  one 
of  the    estates    inquired    into    by    the 
Mathew  Commission  where  some,  farms 
were  occupied  by  new  tenants  and  others 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  landlord.     As  be 
read  the  Bill,  in  the  case  of  the  fanns  in 
the  hands  of  the  landlord,  the  evicted 
tenants  would  have  the  right  to  be  rein- 
stated, while,  in  the  case  of  farms  which 
were  occupied  by  new  tenants,  the  evicted 
tenants  would  have  no  rights  whatever 
under    the    Bill.       But,    were   not  the 
equitable   rights  of  the  evicted  tenants 
the   same  in  both  cases  ?     Why,  then, 
did      the     Chief    Secretary      differen- 
tiate    between     two     men     with     the 
same  equitable  rights,  because  one  Hiaa's 
farm  happened   to  be  grabbsed   and  the 
other  man*s  happened  to  be  worked  by 
the  landlord  ?     His  Amendment  raised 
the  whole  question  as  to  the  equitable 
rights  of  a  tenant  whether  the  farm  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  landlord  or  the    new 
tenant.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  that  any  evicted  tenant  who  could 
make  out  a  reasonable  case  was  to  be  re- 
instated.    Many  of  these  farms'were  not 
in   the  hands  of  new  tenants,  and  were 
not  worked  by  the  landlord,  but  were 
being  worked  by  political  organisations. 
How   many   were  worked  by  the  Land 
Corporation,  and  how  many  were  worked 
for  political    purposes  ?       How     much 
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inottey' had  the  <b<m.  Member  f<n*' South 
Tjrrone  c<^Ieeted  in  thi6  conntry  to  enable 
flome  of  these  so-called  tenants  to  occupy 
the  holdings  they  now  occupied  ?  These 
men  were  put  into  oceupation  for  political 
purposes,  and  was  he  to  be  told  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  that  in  do  case  where 
the  land  was  Id  the  hands  of  some  of 
these  political  organisations  could  this 
Board  of  Arbitration  inquire  iuto  tbecase  ? 
There  were  innumerable  oases  where  the 
bogus  or  6o*called  tenant  was  simply  an 
agent  for  the  Land  Corporation  or  some 
other  political  body  in  Ireland,  and  under 
the  Bill  the  Arbitrators  would  bare  no 
power  or  right  to  inquire  into  such  cases 
every  one  of  which  he  excluded  from 
their  purview.  They  were  told  that  this 
Bill  was  an  amnesty  for  those  who  bad 
suffered  in  the  land  war ;  but  was  this 
amnesty  to  be  confined  to  certain  cases  ? 
He  admitted  that  there  might  be  one  or 
two  genuine  new  tenants.  He  knew 
very  few  of  such  new  tenants,  but  he  did 
know  of  the  case  of  a  man  who  was 
financed  and  enabled  to  become  a  new 
tenant  by  the  organisation  at  the  head  of 
which  was  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone.  That  man  was  financed  by 
English  money,  subscribed  by  English 
landlords,  who  dreaded  the  onward 
march  of  land  reform  in  Ireland, 
and  were  apprehensive  lest  it  should 
spread  to  their  own  side  of  the  water. 
One  of  these  meu  financed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  was  a  pur- 
chaser. His  annual  instalment  to  the 
English  taxpayer  was  £2H,  whereas  the 
rent  of  the  old  tenant  was  £60,  so  that 
he  occupied  the  farm  for  50  per  cent,  less 
than  the  annual  payment  the  old 
tenant  had  to  make  to  his  land- 
lord. What  did  this  new  tenant  do 
two  years  ago  ?  He  went  into  the  ofiice 
of  a  solicitor  in  the  local  town  and  had 
a  letter  written  to  the  evicted  tenant.  He 
wanted  to  know  what  the  evicted  tenant 
would  give  to  get  his  holding  back. 
This  was  the  case  of  one  of  those  new 
tenants  who,  the  Chief  Secretary  said, 
the  moment  the  Bill  became  law  would 
not  continue  in  the  farms.  He  doubted 
that  statement  very  much,  and  he  said 
that  while  he  knew  there  were  many 
of  these  bogus  tenants  anxious  and  wil- 
ling to  obtain  something  for  getting  out 
of  the  holdings  it  would  depend  largely 
upon  the  amount  of  political  capital  that 

Mr.  Kilbride 


oould  be  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man^s  political  foes  in  Irehind  whether 
these  men  should  be  kept  there  in  order 
that'  this  social  <and  administrative  diffi-- 
oulty  might  be  continued.  None  of  the 
landlords'  associations  had  ever  made  any 
money.  These  were  instituted  to  fight 
the  cause  of  the  landlord  v^itM  the  cause 
of  the  Irish  tenant.  What  right  had  he 
to  suppose  that  the  moment  this  Bill 
became  law  these  pi^tieal  organi- 
sations would  disappear  from  the 
field.  If  the  Conservative  Party 
believed  that  political  capital  oould  be 
made  out  of  these  bogus  tenants  for  the 
next  General  Election,  they  would  not 
be  averse  to  paying  them  to  ke^  their 
occupation  of  the  evicted  farms,  and  so 
)Nnevent  them  from  coming  under  the 
op««tion  of  the  Bill.  The  object  of  the 
Amendment  was  to  widen  the  scope  and 
enlarge  the  field  of  diecretion  which  they 
had  already  given  to  the  Arbitrators. 
They  were  t^  to  have  confidence  in 
these  three  gentlemen,  and  he  had  confi- 
dence in  them.  But  if  everybody  had 
confidence  in  them  why  hamper  them  in 
their  inquiry  r  Was  this  going  to  be  a 
settlement,  or  was  it  not  ?  It  was  ad- 
mitted that  there  was  a  social  and  ad- 
ministrative difficulty  in  Ireland  ;  then 
why  not  permit  the  Arbitrators  to  deal 
with  the  whole  question  ?  The  British 
House  of  Commons  would  never  take 
the  advice  of  the  Irish  Members.  Be- 
cause they  would  not  take  their  advice 
they  had  to  pass  the  Act  of  1881.  They 
refused  to  do  so  in  1886,  and  they  had  to 
pass  the  Land  Act  of  1887.  The  House 
of  Commons  never  took  the  advice  of  the 
Members  from  Ireland.  They  would  not 
take  it  now,  but  he  warned  them  that 
within  the  next  two  years,  if  the  House 
did  not  deal  with  this  social  and  adminis- 
trative difficulty  by  Bill,  it  would  settle 
itself.  As  an  Irish  Member  and  a  man 
who  loved  his  country,  be  did  not  want 
to  see  the  difficulty  settled  otherwise 
than  by  Act  of  Parliament.  The  House 
of  Commons  must  cope  with  the  re- 
duction of  prices  and  the  restriction  of 
produce,  or  early  next  year  they  would 
have  to  be  engaged  in  another  Land  Bill 
for  Ireland.  He  noticed  that  one  subject 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham talked  about  was  the  Protestant 
new  tenants.  He  had  himself  some 
knowledge     of     the     Protestant    new 
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pened  to  be  in  the  occupation  of  a  new 
tenant,  then  the  arbitrators  were  to  be 
estopped  if  the  new  tenant  objected  to 
the  making  of  auj  order  to  restore  the 
old  tenant  to  the  farm.  The  argnment 
which  had  been  nsed^  that  the  discretion 
of  the  arbitrators  should  not  be  limited 
in  this  waj^  was  one  which  he  thought 
was  very  difficult  to  answer.  He  must 
say  he  regretted  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  interveneil  at  such  an  early 
stage  of  -the  Debate.  The  right  hon. 
Grentlenmn  had  not  made  a  very  strong 
or  vigorous  speech  in  opposition  to  tlie 
Amendment ;  in  fact,  he  did  not  think  he 
should  be  doing  any  injustice  to  the 
right  hon.  Gr^tleman  if  be  said  that  the 
objection  he  entertained  was  upon 
grounds  of  expediency  rather  than  of 
principle.  It  was  certainly  a  matter  for 
regret  that  he  had  intervened  before  he 
had  heard  all  that  could  be  said  by 
various  Members  in  support  of  the 
Amendment.  The  object  of  the  Bill,  as 
had  been  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, was  to  remove  a  social  and  ad* 
ministrative  difficulty  which  existed  in 
Ireland,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  had  proved  by  the 
speech  which  he  had  just  delivered  that 
if  a  number  of  the  new  tenants  insisted 
upon  clinging  to  tlieir  holdings  which 
they  had  got  after  the  former  tenants  had 
been  evicted,  so  far,  at  any  rate,  the 
Bill  must  be  a  failure.  It  had  been 
stated  that  there  were  some  1,500  of 
these  new  tenants,  and  there  was  no 
question  that  there  was  a  very  large 
number  of  them.  The  old  tenants  in 
most  cases  lived  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  grabbed  farms,  and 
it  would  be  hard  for  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary,  or  for  any 
Englisli  Member,  to  answer  the  argument 
put  forward  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Kerry,  who  asked  whether  these 
old  tenants,  living  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  farms  from  which 
they  had  been  evicted,  could  be  expected 
to  remain  peaceful  and  quiet  if  they  saw 
their  neighbours  restored,  whilst  rein- 
statement was  refused  to  them.  He  re- 
membered a  famous  speech — which  had 
been  so  often  quoted  that  it  had  almost 
become  hackneyed,  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
(Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre)  in  Ireland,  in  which 
he  said^ 


and  would  proceed  to  tell 
the  Committee  one  fact.  He  knew  an 
estate  in  Ireland  largely  occupied  by 
Catholic  tenants,  every  one  of  whom  was 
a  member  of  the  combination.  After 
half  of  them  were  evieted  they  were 
offisred  terms,  which  were  that  diey 
shonid  buy  their  holdings  at  18  years' 
purchase.  Bat  if  hon.  Members  would 
look  at  the  Schedule  of  the  Mathew 
Commission  they  would  find  that  the 
Protestant  tenants  bought  at  13  years* 
purchase,  whilst  the  Catholic  tenants 
were  required  '  to  pay  18,  or  a 
difference  of  five  years.  Was  that  a 
fair  way  of  dealing  with  the  matter? 
He  knew  that  the  Protestant  tenants 
did  not  go  on  strike,  and  these  were  the 
rewards  they  got  through  the  sacrifices 
and  Bufferings  of  the  Catholic  tenants 
who  did  go  on  strike.  The  Bill,  as  it 
stood,  only  provided  that  the  Arbitrators 
could  inquire  into  the  cases  where  the 
land  was  in  the  hands  of  the  landlords. 
He  would  like  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tell 
them  how  many  cases  there  were  where 
the  land  was  not  in  the  occupation  of 
either  a  new  tenant  or  the  landlord,  but 
was  in  the  oecnpation  of  the  Land  Cor- 
poration or  some  other  political  organiza- 
tion ?  He  supposed  if  the  Bill  passed  in 
its  present  form  all  these  cases  would  be 
excluded  from  the  purview  of  the  Arbi- 
trators, and  he  was  desirous  of  bringing 
under  the  discrimination  of  the  new 
tribunal  every  case  in  which  a  political 
organization,  established  for  the  purpose 
of  making  capital  for  a  political  Party, 
held  the  land.  He  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  see  their  way  to  adopt  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  J.  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
thought  it  was  well  that  this  question  bad 
been  raised  at  such  an  early  stage,  as  it 
was  probably  the  most  important  which 
would  come  up  for  consideration  on  the 
Bill.  He  would  in  two  or  three  sen- 
tences make  an  earnest  appeal  to  English 
Members  to  see  whether  they  could  not 
vote  in  favour  of  an  Amendment  the 
object  of  which  had  been  explained  with 
great  clearness.  The  Bill  provided  that 
where  the  land  was  in  the  occupation  of 
a  landlord  that  then  the  arbitrators  were 
to  be  empowered  to  investigate  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  the  tenant  ought  not 
to  be  restored ;  but  where  the  iaml  bap- 
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take  the  objeetiou  that  it  ^onld  be  ud- 
just,  fie  bad  based  his  objactioa  en- 
tirely upoo  the  ground  of  expediency. 
He  would  appeal  to  fair-minded  men 
who  took  an  interest  in  the  Bill  whe- 
ther the  argument  founded  upon  ex- 
pediency was  a  wise  or  .a  sound  argu- 
ment. ''If/'  said  the  Chief  Secretary, 
^'  we  had  overloaded  this  fill!  by  putting 
into  it  this  provision,  the  Bill  would 
have  been  destroyed.**  -So  he  had  kept 
this  provision  out  of  the  Bill  in  order 
to  conciliate  the  Opposition  !  Had  it 
had  that  result  ?  He  had  kept  this 
provision  out  in  order  that  the  Bill 
might  become  law.  Did  the  Chief 
Secretary  believe  that  he  had  in  the 
slightest  degree  increased  the  chance  of 
the  Bill  becoming  law  by  the  course 
which  he  had  taken  ?  Nothing  of  the 
kind.  What  he  had  done  would  dis- 
appoint the  hopes  of  a  large  number 
of  tenants  in  Ireland  who  believed  that 
they  had  a  just  claim  for  restoration  to 
their  holdings,  and  would  make  the  Bill 
so  halting  and  ineffectual  in  its  character , 
that  if  it  were  passed  into  law  it  could 
not  poMibly  cure  the  social  and  adminis- 
trative difficulty  to  which  it  was  directed. 
If  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  would  not 
accept  this  proposal  in  the  interests  of 
peace  in  Ireland,  he  would  urge  most 
strongly  upon  bon.  Members  opposite  to 
vote  in  favour  of  the  Amendment,  which 
they  were  discussing  under  the  most 
peculiar  circumstances.  He  was  aware 
that  it  had  been  confidently  stated  that 
the  Bill  was  certain  to  be  rejected  on  the 
Second  Reading  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Whether  that  were  so  or  not,  at  any  rate 
if  the  House  of  Commons  passed  the  Bill 
containing  a  provision  such  as  that  which 
it  was  now  sought  to  insert,  making  it 
apply,  subject  to  the  discretion  of  the 
arbitrators,  to  all  classes  of  tenants,  even 
that  fact  would  go  a  long  way  to  assist 
the  Chief  Secretary  in  presenting  peace 
in  Ireland.  But  if  the  Bill  were  passed 
by  the  House  of  Commons  in  such  a  de- 
fective condition  as  to  exclude  those 
cases  which  lay  at  the  very  centre  of 
I  this  Irish  trouble,  where  the  evicted  farms 
I  had  been  taken  by  others,  then  he  con- 
I  fessed  that  he  thought  the  prospects  of 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  preserving 
peace  in  Ireland  would  be  much  less  certain 
than  if  he  had  gone  the  length  of  evicting 
the  new  tenants.    He  would  earnestly  im- 


'^  Within  three  months  oi  the  present- Qovem- 
meat  coming  into  power  the  laod-grabber 
would,  either  by  legislation  in  that  House  or 
in  some  other  way,  be  resolved  into  his  original 
elements." ' 

He  thought  that  was  the  phrase  of  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman.  What  was  the 
meaning  of  that  statement  ?  It  meant 
that  the  laud-grabber  should  be  got  rid  of 
if  the  social  peace  of  Ireland  was  to  be 
preserved.  In  the  Bill  before  the  House 
the  Government  did  not  propose  to 
remove  the  land*grabber  by  legislation. 
Therefore,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  must  be  of  opinion,  and 
every  honest  man  must  be  of  opinion, 
that  if  the  peace  of  Irelai^  was  to  be 
preserved  the  land-grabber  must  be  got 
rid  of  in  some  other  way  ;  that  wa)  to  say, 
that  public  opinion  must  be  brought  to 
bear  to  get  rid  of  the  land-grabbers  if  the 
peace  of  Ireland  was  to  be  preserved. 
The  Chief  Secretary  aaid  he  shrank 
from  entering  upon  an  eviction  campaign 
againat  these  new  tenants.  Surely  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  was  respon- 
sible for  the  peace  of  Ireland  would 
shrink  still  more  from  an  uprising  of 
public  opinion  directed  against  the  new 
tenants  which  must  be  inevitable  if  the 
Bill  was  passed  and  the  men  to  whom  he 
had  referred  were  excepted  from  its 
operation.  As  he  had  already  said,  he 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
objection  to  the  Amendment  was  based 
rather  upon  grounds  of  expediency  than 
of  principle,  because  he  did  not  say  that 
it  would  be  unjust  to  evict  the  new 
tenants  and  to  restore  the  old  tenants. 
He  could  not  say  that,  because  he  and 
his  supporters  had  voted  in  favour  of  Mr. 
O'Kelly's  Bill,  and  whilst  he  admitted 
that  a  vote  in  favour  of  the  Second 
Reading  did  not  imply  that  everyone  so 
voting  approved  of  every  detail  in  the 
Bill,  he  contended  that  they  could  not 
have  voted 'for  the  Second  Reading  if 
they  had  objected,  as  being  unjust,  to  the 
principle  of  a  Bill  ene  of  the  leading 
provisions  of  which  was  that  no  exception 
should  be  made  in  favour  of  new  tenants, 
but  that  they  should  be  treated  on  precisely 
the  same  principle  as  where  farms  from 
which  the  old  tenants  had  been  evicted 
were  in  the  occupation  of  the  landlord. 
Therefore,  the  Chief  Secretary  could 
not  take  the  objection  that  this  Amend- 
ment would  be    unjust,  and  he  did  not 

Mr.  J.  Redmond 
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proi^s  op  Memberfi.  opi^ite.to  oasli  ibeir 
yote0.  in  fnyour  of  ap  ArnQodmenl;  which 
the  Chief  SeoceUu-y  did  .9Qt  Affeot  to  9ftj 
was  uujusty.but  his.oppoaitjon  to  which 
was  hasedg  if  be  (Mr.  Redmond)  mighjL 
aaj  80  witl^outoffQuce,  upou  the  ridiculous 
ground  tha|f,he  would  promote  the  chaaoe 
of  the  Bill  passing,  into  Jaw  bj.  ooncilia* 
tiag  the  Opposition.  By  so  doing  the 
Liberal  Members  would  prove  their 
desire  to  do.  justice  all  round,  and  show 
tbeir  willingness  to  deal  in  a  thorough 
manner  with  ftn  admitted  eviL 

Mk.  DILLON  (Mayq,  E.)  :  I  do  not 
propoj^e  to  address  the  House  on  the 
sabjeet  of  this  Bill  without  asking  their 
permission  to  express  on  my  own  behalf» 
and  on  behalf  of  xt^y  colleagues  who  sit 
round  me  on  these  Benches,  the  gratitude 
which  we  feel  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Bodmin  (Mr. 
Courtney)  for  the. speech  he  delivered  in 
this  House  yesterday.  It  was  a  speech 
the  effoct  of  which,  I  venture  to  say,  will 
not  pass  away  for  many  a  long  day .  As 
an  Irish  Nationalist,  and  as  one  who  is 
deeply  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
setting  up  a  Parliament  to  manage  Irish 
affairs,.!  recognise  in  the  Member  for 
Bodmin  .  one  of  the  most  .  dangerous 
enemies  we  have  in  this  House,  because, 
indeed,  we  might  begin  to  entertain 
some  fears  for  the  future  of  the 
cause  of  Irish  self  -  government  if 
this  House  approached  the  conside- 
ration .  of  Irish  grievances  aod  Irish 
difficulties  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was 
approached  by  the  right  hon.  Member. 
But  manir  a  long  day  must  elapse, 
judging  from. the  reception  which  that 
speech  met  with  from  his  colleagues  and 
those  wlm  synppnthi^e  with  his  political 
views  in,  this  House,  before  he  will 
succeed  in  impressing  upon  the  Unionists 
the  enlightened  and  sympathetic  views 
which  he  expressed  in  that  speech. 
There  is  just  one  other  matter  before  I 
address  myself  to  the  subject  now  under 
discussion  that  I  would  ask  leave  to  say 
a  word  about.  There  has  been  repeated 
for  the  twentieth  or  thirtieth  time  sneers, 
and  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  unjust 
observations^,  in  reference  to  the  right 
hon.  Gbsntleman  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Shaw- 
Lefevre)f  It  has  been  insinuated,  and  it 
has  been  made,  a  mf^ter  ^f  charge  against 
that  right  hon»  Gentleman  that  be  has  run 


away,  from  .certain  expressions  of  sym- 
pathy in  «peechea  which  he  delivered  in 
Ireland  in  support  of  the  cause  of  the 
evicts  t<^pants.  He  was  asked  the  other 
day  in  the  House  why,  if  his  wishes,  a^ 
expressed  in  .  those  apeeches  .weire  not 
carried  pnt,  and  the  cause  of  the  evicted 
tenants  taken  up  and  properly  dealt  with 
within  a  ifew  months  after  the  Goveco- 
ment  with  which  he  is  connected  came 
in<U>  Office,  he  did  not  retire  from  th0 
Government.  I  say  on  behalf  of  the  Irish 
evicted  tenants  and  the  Irish  National 
Members  that  lire  recognise  in  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  a  consistent,  wisct  and 
brave  friend  of  the  evicted  tenants.  He 
came  9ver  to  Ireland  at  a  time  when  it 
was  not  by  any  means  a  safe  or  agreeable 
task  for  a  man  in  his  position,  and  I  say 
that  so  far  as  I  am  made  acquainted  with 
his  ppiinectjion  with  that  movement  in 
Ireland,  and  I  am  intimately  acquainted 
with  it  from  the  day  on  which  he  came 
over  to  Ireland  down  to  the  present  hoar, 
his  course  has  been  consistent,  has  been 
honourable,  and  has  been  brave.  He 
has  most  effectively  pleaded  the  cause  of 
the.  evicted  tenants,  both  on  the  platform 
and  in  the  publications  he  has  from  time 
to  time  given  out,  and  he  has  stated  their 
cause  with  admirable  lucidity  and  in  the 
most  becoming  manner ;  and,  as  the  right 
hon»  Gentleman  is  a  Member  of  the 
present  Government,  we,  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers, look  upon  his  presence  in  the  Govern* 
ment  as  one  of  the  pledges  that  the 
cause  of  the  evicted  tenants  will  not  be 
ignored.  And  if  at  any  time — which 
God  forbid  I^-this  Government  should 
turn  its  back  upon  the  evicted  tenants  i9 
Ireland,  I  confess  we  would  look  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  with  confidence  to 
play  the  part  of  an  honourable  English- 
man, and  to  stand  by  that  cause  even  if 
his  position  in  the  Government  were  at 
stake,  and  I  do  not  think  we  would  be 
disappointed.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  remained  in  the  Government,  it 
is  because  he  believesi  as  we  believe,  that 
the  Government,  considering  all  the  diffi- 
culties they  have  had  to  face,  have  up  to 
the  present  done  what  they  could  to  bring 
this  matter  to  an  issue*  Now  I  come  to 
the  subjeqt  of  this  Amendment,  We  have 
had  in  the  course  of.  the  discussions 
which  have  taken  place  before  the  events 
of  Tuesday  night  the  question  raised 
over  and  over  again,  whether  it  would 
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be  better  to  have  oompnlnorj  clauses  in 
this  measure,  or  whether  it  ought  to  be 
a  purely  voluntary  measure.  A  numbw 
of  gentlemen  have  stood  up  in  this  House 
and  said,  **  We  admit,  as  you  said,  that 
this  evil  exists ;  we  admit,  as  you  admit, 
that  in  the  interests  of  Lreland  and  of 
the  Gk>vernment  in  this  country,  it  ought 
to  be  met  and  dealt  with.  The  only 
point  of  difference  between  us  is  whether 
it  would  be  best,  and  most  justly,  and 
most  effectually  dealt  with  by  a  voiun* 
tary  or  by  a  compulsory  Bill."  Nearly 
all  the  Members  of  this  House,  except  a 
small  number  of  irreconcilables,  admit 
the  grievance  and  admit  that  legislation 
is  urgently  needed  to  cure  it.  Yet  we 
have  the  unparalleled  spectacle  presented 
to  us,  unparalleled  for  nearly  100  years  in 
the  English  Parliament,  of  the  whole 
Opposition  leaving  the  House  and  re- 
fusing to  engage  in  the  discussion  of  a 
measure  which  they  admit  to  be  necessary 
for  the  good  government  of  Ireland.  If 
any  lesson  was  wanted  to  bring  home 
conviction  to  the  mind  of  every  Eng- 
lishman that  this  House  is  utterly  inca- 
pable of  dealing  with  Irish  questions, 
the  spectacle  of  the  Opposition  Benches 
to-day  would  afford  it.  Let  me  direct 
attention  for  a  moment  to  the  relative 
merits  of  the  compulsory  principle  of  this 
Btij.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  Member 
iiitting  round  me  on  these  Benches  who 
•would  not  rather  settle  this  matter  by  a 
voluntary  method  if  it  could  be  so  settled. 
The  whole  question  is,  whether  you  can 
believe,  in  the  light  of  past  experience, 
of  the  facts  laid  before  you,  that  a  volun- 
tary Bill  is  likely  to  produce  such  results  ? 
I  cannot,  for  myself,  imagine  for  a  single 
moment  that  gentlemen  who  have  advo- 
cated a  voluntary  Bill  in  settling  this 
measure,  if  they  were  convincedi  that  a 
voluntary  Bill  would  not  settle  it,  would 
still  refuse  to  grmit  these  compulsory 
powers.  Let  us  see  for  a  moment  what 
are  the  facts  before  us  on  which  we  have 
to  form  a  judgment.  In  1891  the  volun- 
tary principle  was  put  before  the 
House  by  the  then  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  who,  as  the  present 
Chief  Secretary  does  now,  admitted  the 
evil  and  the  necessity  for  a  remedy.  True, 
he  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  give  com- 
pulsory power  against  the  landlords,  but 
he  did  this — he  offered  to  pledge  the 
resources  of  the  British  Exchequer  to  re- 
Mr.  Dillon 


instate  these  very  men  whom  we  have 
heard  denounced  so  much.  The  British 
taxpayers  were  asked,  in  the  interes.t  of 
good  government,  to  lend  the  credit  of 
England  in  order  to  restore  the  evicted 
tenants.  We  havo  had  the  experience  of 
three  years,  and  we  now  know  beyond  all 
question  of  controversy  that  the  voluntary 
svstem  has  been  tried  and  has  failed  ;  and 
that  the  evil  exists  in  as  bad  a  form  as 
ever,  if  not  in  an  aggravated  form.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  charge  us  with 
having  obstructed  the  operation  of  the 
voluntary  principle.  I  am  glad  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  saying  that  there  is 
not  a  shred  or  shadow  of  foundation  in 
that  charge — that  we  in  any  way  exercised 
our  influence  to  block  or  obstruct  the 
working  of  Clause  13  of  the  Act  of  1891. 
On  the  contrary,  what  are  the  facts  ?  In 
the  few  instances  where  the  clause  di^ 
come  into  operation  we  were  appealed  to, 
and  I  myself,  and  others  of  those  around 
me,  exercised  all  influence  when  appealed 
to  by  the  tenants  to  aid  them  to  get  the 
benefits  of  the  clause.  We  voted  money 
out  of  our  exchequer,  although  it  could  be 
ill  spared  at  the  time,  to  assist  the 
tenants  ;  but  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
Nationalist  leaders  used  ail  their  in- 
fluence to  aid  the  working  of  that  clause, 
we  found  that  it  was  a  failure.  I  do  not 
want  to  enter  into  any  recriminatory 
matters  to  show  on  whose  head  the  bUme 
must  really  fall  of  the  failure  of  the 
voluntary  principle  in  Clause  13,  but  I 
say  the  reason  was  because  it  was  im- 
possible to  come  to  terms  with  the  land- 
lords, and  because,  as  was  pointed  out 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bodmin,  the  very  landlords 
who  have  it  in  their  power  to  say 
''nay**  to  the  operation  of  any  volun- 
tary system  are  the  unreasonable  and 
irreconcilable  landlords.  They  are  the 
men  represented  by  the  irreconcilable 
body  in  this  House  who  have  done  every- 
thing in  their  power,  and  I  am  afraid 
have  gone  a  long  way,  towards  wrecking 
this  scheme  for  the  settlement  of  this 
question  in  Ireland — ^these  are  the  men 
whose  consent  would  have  to  be  obtained 
to  the  working  of  any  voluntary  system 
whatever.  Therefore,  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  if  we  desire  compulsory  powers 
to  be  given  in  this  Bill  it  is  simply  and 
solely  because  we  fear  that  the  voluntary 
system  would  not  work,  and    that   we 
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should  be  obliged  to  raise  the  q^uestion 
again.  The  present  Amendment  seeks 
to  extend,  to  some  degree  at  least,  com- 
pnlsory  powers  to  the  arbitrators  to  deal 
with  the  new  tenants  in  Ireland.  In 
dealing  with  this  Amendment  I  want  to 
say  this — I  think  this  far  too  grave  a 
matter,  involving  terrible  interests  in 
Ireland,  which  may  be  the  starting-points, 
of  snch  serious  events  in  that  country, 
that  I  would  appeal  to  all  my  friends  and 
to  all  Members  of  this  House  to  approach 
it  without  using  strong  langui^e  or 
language  calculated  to  excite  the  House. 
We  have  now  been  freed  for  good  or 
evil  from  the  presence  of  gentlemen  who 
set  themselves  deliberately  to  rouse  in 
every  form  bitter  recollection  and  passion 
in  the  discussion  of  this  matter.  I  wish 
to  approach  it  as  calmly  and  as  mode- 
rately as  I  can,  and  I  do  recognise  that  in 
dealing  with  this  Bill  and  in  discussing 
this  Amendment  we  have  to  consider 
what  is  within  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  well  as  what  we  desire.  We 
have  been  frequently  charged  with  being 
extremists  and  irreconcilables.  Well,  the 
way  to  make  men  irreconcilable  is  to 
show  them  that  they  will  get  no  con- 
sideration whatever.  If  their  argument^ 
are  addressed  to  deaf  ears,  if  the  people 
subject  to  oppressive  law^  see  there  is  no 
sympathy  for  their  sufieriugs,  you  can- 
not expect  them*  to  be  reasonable  ;  but 
when  we  are  met  in  a  reasonable  spirit, 
and  when  a  responsible  Minister,  such  as 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  says  he 
is  desirous  of  dealing  with  this  great  social 
difiiculty,  we,  for  our  part,  I  think,  ought 
to  be  willing,  and  we  are  willing,  to  make 
the  most  ample  consideration  for  his 
difficulty.  And,  therefore,  I  say  we  ought 
to  approach  the  consideration  of  the 
Amendment  with  a  full  sense,  in  the  first 
place,  of  the  great  responsibilities  which 
are  placed  upon  all  of  us  in  dealing  with 
a  measure  touching  so  deeply  the  interests 
of  Ireland  and  the  peac«  of  that  country, 
and,  secondly,  with  a  full  feeling  that  we 
owe  to  the  Chief  Secretary  a  frank  and 
liberal  consideration  for  the  difficulties 
which  he  is  placed  under,  as  he  has  also 
shown^  I  think,  a  desire  to  consider  the 
difficulties  of  our  position.  On  this  Amend- 
ment I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  some  of  the  classes  of 
tonants  whom  we  wish  to  have  brought 
within  the  scope  of  the  operation  of  the 


arbitratorSf  So  far  as  I  go  myself,  I  am 
chiefly  concerned  not  so  much  for  the 
action  of  the  new  tonants,  if  they  were 
left  free  and  uninfluenced  by  sinister 
counsellors  behind  them  or  by  their  em- 
ployers* as  for  the  action  of  those  tenants 
influenced  and  directed  by  the  men  who 
placed  them  where  they  are.  We  believe 
that  very  many  of  them  are  simply 
employes  of  the  Landlord  Corporation  or 
the  Emergency  Association,  and  of  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  who,  from  political 
motives,  desire  to  frustrate  this  Bill  and 
create  political  difficulties  round  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  and  who  may, 
therefore,  offer  inducements  to  these  so* 
called  new  tonants  to  stick  on  and  refuse 
to  give  up  their  holdings.  Let  us  look 
for  a  moment  on  what  the  character  of 
some  of  these  tonants  is.  The  contention 
that  we  make  is  that  there  are  on  some 
of  these  estates  a  vast  number  of  men 
who  are  in  no  true  sense  of  the  word 
tenants,  but  whp  are  political  agents  of 
one  kind  or  another  put  there  for  the 
purposes  of  the  land  war.  I  will  take 
a  most  remarkable  article  dealing  with 
this  very  point  which  is  published  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  in  the  New  Review  of  this  month, 
apd  I  would  ask  hon.  Memb^ii^  to  keep 
in  mind,  in  connection  with  the  extract 
which  I  am  about  to  read,  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  planters  on  the  Massereene  and 
and  Coolgreany  estates.  When  these 
estates  were  planted  it  was  asserted  that 
these  meii  were  bona  fide  farmers  possess- 
ing large  interests  in  their  farms.  Now 
let  us  see  what  is  (the  opinion  of  that 
man  who  in  all  Ireland  is  able  to  give  us 
aq  then  tic  information  as  to  the  origin  and 
nature  of  this  thing.  •  He  says— 

<*The  planters  are  wholly  confined  to  the 
Massereene  and  Coolgreany  estates.  Th^  were 
placed  there  as  an  act  ot  war.;  they  were  de- 
liberately helped  with  mpney  and  material  to 
fight  the  Plan  of  Campaign,  and  they  constitute 
a  distinct  bnt  small  class." 

There  is  the  class  who  were  described  as 
bona  fide  iQUBknt^^  who  were  described  as 
men  who  had  large  interests  in  their 
holdings,  who  were  paying  their  rents 
regularly,  and  they  are  now  described  by 
the  mau  who  gave  them  assistence  as 
men  placed  in  these  farms  as  an  act  of 
war  to  fight  the  Plan  of  Campaigq.  I 
ask  you,  would  it  not  be  a  deplorable 
thing  ^  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  any 
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Organisation  or  Association  in  Ireland 
wiib  have  these  men  in  their  entploynietit, 
and  who  gare  *hem  large  bribes,  if  they 
hj  any  indncement  could  persnade  them 
to  remain  on  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
up  disturbance  and  trouble  in  the 
country  ?  Here  is  a  very  instructive  case 
that  came  into  my  hands  a  few  days  ago, 
and  which  has  reference  to  a  farmer  who 
had  been  planted  on  the  Clauricarde 
estate  in  Gal  way  two  VBafs  ago.  This 
farmer  obtained  on  the  Clattricarde  estate 
no  less  than  five  farms  belonging  to  five 
evicted  tenants,  and  retained  these  farms 
for,  I  think,  two  years,  and  yet  within 
the  last  three  months  that  man  was  un- 
able to  pay  a  year  and  a  halfs  rent,  and 
he  came  into  Portumna  and  offered  to 
sell  the  whole  five  farms  to  one  of  the 
old  evicted  tenants  for  £125.  That  is  a 
case  that  cannot  be  denied.  If  anybody 
attempts  to  deny  it  I  will  substantiate  it 
beyond  all  question.  And  yet  that  tenant 
is  in  occupation  still,  the  bargain  not 
being  concluded  owing  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  s6me  trouble  amongst  the  old 
tenants. 

Mr.  ROCHE  (Galway,  £.) :  And  a 
new  house  was  built  on  these  farms 
within  the  last  two  years. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Would  it  not  be  in- 
tolerable  that  a  great  scheme  like  this 
should  be  at  the  mercy  of  a  man  like 
Lord  Clanricarde  by  enabling  him  to  keep 
this  bogus  tenant  in  occupation  if  he  had 
the  malicious  intention  of  keeping  up 
trouble  and  disorder  in  the  Woodford 
district,  simply  for  the  purpose  Of  spiting 
the  Government  ?  Is  there  any  man  in 
the  House  who  has  studied  the  history 
of  Lord  Clanricarde^s  operations  who 
does  not  know  that  there  is  not  only  a 
possibility  but  even  a  likeliliood  of  that  ? 
I  would  hope,  therefore,  that  some  plan 
might  be  devised  between  ourselves  and 
the  Government  by  which  some  words 
could  be  introduced  in  the  Bill  which 
would  give  the  arbitrators  the  power  of 
investigating  whether  the  alleged  new 
tenant  is  a  hon&  fide  tenant  or  not.  I 
see  the  Chief  Secretary's  difficulty,  and 
for  my  part  I  would  be  most  unwilling  to 
do  anything  which  would  endanger  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  or  add  to  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  Government  in  passing  it, 
but  I  trust  some  plan  may  be  discovered 
by  which  the  power  of  the  arbitrators 
may  be  extended  to  enable  them  to  make 


some  inqufl^  as  to  whether  the  new 
tenant  is  a  real  'bonSt  fide  tenant  of  the 
holding. 

•Mr.  WEBB  (Waterford,  W.)  said, 
thbt  he  desired  to  join  the  previous 
speaker  fn  his  commendation  of  the 
speech  of  the  hoo.  Member  for  Bodmin. 
It  was  because  he  (Mr.  Webb)  believed 
such  counsels  would  here  never  be 
listened  to  that  he  deemed  this  Parlia- 
ment would  ever  prove  inefficient  to 
minister  to  the  wants  of  Ireland.  He 
did  not  desire  to  hold  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  the 
exact  words  he  had  used  in  Ireland 
regarding  evicted  tenants.  They  were 
spoken  at  a  period  of  extraordinary  storm 
and  stress.  He  recognised  in  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  one  of  the  best  and  most 
consistent  friends  of  his  evicted  country- 
men. He  wished  to  refer  to  an  article 
by  the  Member  for  South  Tyrone  in  this 
month's  National  Review  as  afibrding 
evidence  of  the  necessity  of  the  agitation 
and  the  measures  which  led  to  so  many 
tenants  now  being  homeless.  What  they 
had  to  consider  now  was  whether  tenants 
evicted  under  the  old  principles  that  were 
maintained  up  to  the  passing  of  the  Land 
Acts  of  1881  and  1887  should  be  rein- 
stated now.  He  thought  they  should, 
leaving  as  little  sore  feeling  behind  as 
possible.  Under  the  circumstances,  he 
thought  the  Government  should  consider 
whether  it  would  not  be  wise  to  accept 
the  Amendment. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.)  said, 
the  Bill  had  been  already  so  well  con- 
sidered, and  everybody  was  so  anxious  to 
see  it  disposed  of  as  soon  as  possible, 
that  he  would  add  but  little.  He  must 
express  his  disappointment  at  the  action 
taken  by  the  Government  in  regard  to 
the  evicted  and  grabbed  farms.  On  the 
introduction  of  the  Bill  he  had  pointed 
out  that  its  unsatisfactory  feature  was 
the  total  failure  to  grant  relief  to  these 
unfortunate  people,  who  had  had  their 
farms  taken  by  grabbere:  The  number 
of  farms  now  occupied  by  new  tenants 
was  estimated  at  1,500.  Those  farms 
would  not  be  dealt  with  at  all  by  the 
Bill.  As  an  lion.  Member  fof  Kerry, 
himself  an  evicted  tenant,  he  pointed  out 
it  would  be  impossible  to  make  thocso 
poor  people  understand  why  their  in- 
terests should  be  entirely  put  aside,  and 
that,  as  he  would  not  like  to  enter  upon 
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an  eviction  oampaigif,  the  best  thing  to 
do  in  the  interests  of  peace  in  IreiaiKl 
was  for  the  Government  to  adopt  the 
course  that  was  plainly  jnst  in  the 
matter.  It  wonld  be' impossible  to  make- 
people  whose  farms  had  been  grabbed 
understand  why  their  interests  in  their 
former  holdings  should  be  disregtirded, 
and  why  they  were  to  receive  no  com- 
pensation, when  those  of  their  neighbours 
who  had  been  evicted,  but  whose  farms 
had  not  been  grabbed,  were  to  be  rein- 
stated. Much  had  been  said  about  the 
difficulties  of  the  situation,  but  enlarging 
upon  them  was  not  the  way  to  get 
Amendments  accepted  by  the  Govern-* 
ment.  It  was  necessary  that  the  Irish 
Members  should  speak  out  very  plainly 
upon  this  question  of  the  restoration  of 
the  evicted  tenants,  and  tell  the  Govern- 
ment that  unless  those  tenants  were 
restored  to  their  holdings  there  would  be 
a  recommencement  of  outbreaks  and  dis- 
turbances—*crime  and  violence— -in  Ire- 
land. He  had  continually  expressed 
publicly  his  detestation  of  outrages,  but 
experience  showed  that  in  cases  where 
the  Irish  people  believed  that  they  had 
grievances  which  Parliament  refused  to 
redress,  disturbances  invariably  ensued 
throughout  the  country.  The  Chief 
Secretary  was  as  well  aware  oi  that  fact 
as  himself.  That  result  had  always 
followed,  and  would  again  be  inevit- 
able. He  ventured  to  say  that  not 
a  single  Irish  Member  wonld  get  up  in 
that  House  and  assure  the  Government 
that,  if  the  land-grabbers  were  allowed 
to  remain  on  the  farms  which  they  had 
robbed  the  former  tenants  of,  if  these 
grievances  were  allowed  to  remain  un- 
redressed, an  outbreak  of  violence  and 
disturbances  would  not  take  place.  He 
would  say  that  most  unreservedly  with 
regard  to  his  own  constituency  in  Clare, 
and  he  must  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man as  plainly  in  that  House  as  he  would 
outside,  that  if  the  people  who  had  been 
in  possession  of  grabbed  farms  in  Clare 
were  to  be  told  by  the  Government  that 
there  was  absolutely  no  hope  of  their  being 
reinstated,  serious  consequences  would 
follow.  The  result  would  be  that,  if 
this  Bill  were  thrown  out  either  next 
year  or  the  year  after,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Seoretary  or  his  suc- 
cessor wonld  assuredly  havetointrodubea 
measure  that  wonld  carry  out  ^he  prin- 


ciple of  this  Amendment.  The  rig>ht 
hon.  Gentleman  had  enterad  into  an 
elaborate  defence  of  the  President  of  the 
Local  Governmeht  Board ;  but  no4ihing 
coukl  get  over  the  fact  that  the  latter 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had,  during  hia 
visit  to  Ireland,  distinctly  declared  that 
this  question  of  land^grabbiog  would  be 
dealt  with  within  a  few  months  of  the 
Liberal  Party  coming  into  Office.  It  was 
no  part  of  his  duty  to  attack  that  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  nor.  did  he  suppose 
anybody  wished  to  do  so ;  but  sux^y  it 
was  perfectly  legitimate  for  an  Irish 
Membsr  to  point  out  that  when  a  man 
in  that  position  made  such  a  statement, 
it  could  not  be  regarded  otherwise  than 
as  a  promise.  In  distinct  terms  he  had 
stated  that  the  Government  would  deal 
with  land-grabbing.  Perhaps  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  be  kind  enough  to  tell 
him  and  his  fellow  Irish  Members  what 
they  were  to  say  to  their  constituents 
and  the  Irish  people  when  they  went 
back  to  them  ?  Were  they  to  tell  those 
who  had  been  evicted,  and  who  had  been 
waiting  patiently  so  long  for  legislation 
to  put  them  back  again,  that  their  hope 
of  being  restored  to  their  farms  could 
never  be  fulfilled,  and  that  they  must 
either  emigrate  er  sit  in  idleness  for  the 
rest  of  their  lives  at  the  gates  of  the 
farms  from  which  they  bad  been  evicted  ? 
The  man  who  had  been  evicted  from  his 
farm  was  just  as  much  deserving  of  sym- 
pathy as  the  man  whose  farm  had  not 
been  grabbed.  It  was  monstrous  that 
the  Government,  while  recognising  the 
justice  of  the  tenants*  claims  in  the  one 
case,  should  refuse  to  accede  to  them  in 
the  other.  It  was  monstrous  that  some 
proposal  for  compensation  should  not  be 
made.  If  the  Government  were  not 
prepared  to  deal  compulsorily  with  the 
men  who  had  taken  these  farms  in 
the  course  of  a  legitimate  war- 
fare, they  would  be  telling  the 
large  number  of  men  whose  farms 
had  been  taken  that  they  were 
altogether  unworthy  of  any  relief.  Did 
the  Government  really  propose  to  do 
nothing  for  these  unfortunate  men  P  It 
was  all  very  well  for  the  right  hon.  Gen^ 
tleman  to  .say  that  he  shrank  frem  goinf( 
through  another  eviction  campaign  during 
the  coming  -  wiwter ;  but  what  was  be 
going  tO' do  during  the  winter  with  the 
thousands  of  men^  women,  ta^d  chiMreA 
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who  were  now  living^  on  the  roadsidee  in 
sight  of  their  farms  which  had  been 
stolen  from  them  ?  Did  he  propose  to 
tell  them  there  was  no  hope  for  them  ? 
He  did  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
merely  finding  Und  for  these  people  or 
making  them  grants  of  money  would 
entirely  settle  the  question,  but  it  was 
surprising  that  the  Government  who  had 
so  far  never  been  pr^ared  to  rob  them 
of  their  farms  should  decline  now  to  do 
anything  for  them.  By  this  Bill  the  Go- 
vernment gave  their  sanction  to  laud- 
grabbiog,  which  was  regarded  in  Ireland 
218  pure  robbery.  Was  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  prepared  to  tell  the  Com- 
mittee that  if  this  Amendment  were  de- 
feated the  question  would  settle  itself, 
and  that  there  would  be  no  trouble  in  j 
consequence  in  Ireland  ?  The  Irish  i 
Members  could  not  do  better  than  impress 
upon  the  Government  that  in  Ireland  ' 
land-grabbing  was  regarded  by  the  | 
peasantry  as  robbery  pure  and  simple. 
The  farms  had  been  held  by  these  men 
throughout  their  lives  and  by  their  fathers 
and  ancestors  before  them.  That  was 
the  case  with  thousands  of  tenants  who 
had  always  paid  the  rent  asked  of  them 
by  the  landlords,  and  it  could  not  be  ex- 
pected that  they  would  stand  quietly  by 
and  allow  new  tenants  from  another  part 
of  the  country  altogether  to  come  in, 
plant  themselves  on  the  farms,  and  take 
possession  of  the  soil  which  had  l)een  en- 
riched by  years  and  years  of  the  labour 
of  those  tenants  and  their  ancestors. 
No  wonder  that  laud-grabbing  was 
regarded  as  robbery  by  the  Irish 
peasantry.  In  Clare  a  man  who  had 
grabbed  a  farm  was  looked  upon  as  the 
oommonest  robber.  The  people  in  his 
constituency,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of 
Ireland,  had  restrained  themselves  ever 
since  this  Government  came  into  power 
in  the  belief  that  something  would  be 
done  to  protect  them,  and  to  restore  those 
who  had  been  evicted  from  their  farms. 
But  from  the  moment  this  Amendment 
was  defeated  those  people  would  have 
no  further  reason  for  hope.  How,  then, 
eould  the  Government  expect  them  to 
remain  patient  in  the  future  as  in  the 
past  ?  They  would  not  do  so.  Such  a 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
must  lead  to  grave  troubles  in  Ireland. 
Far  from  wishing  to  make  any  attack  on 
the  Chief  Secretary,  he  would  only  say 

Mr.  W.  Hednumd 


that  the  right  hon.  Genllenan  oaght.  to 
know  sufficient  of  the  Irish  question  to 
be  convinced  that  in  these  matters  it  was 
better  to  deal  at  once  with  the  difficulty 
confronting  him.  If  the  evicted  farms 
were  left  in  the  hands  of  the  planters,  the 
question  would  by  no  means  settle  itself. 
The  House  would  undoubtedly  have  to 
deal  with  this  matter.  If  this  Amend* 
ment  were  not  passed  he  should  advise 
the  boycotting  of  these  land-grabbers  as 
strongly  as  possible,  and  if  the  House 
did  not  offer  some  relief  to  those  whose 
farms  had  been  taken,  the  people  would 
take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands* 
In  spite  of  the  policy  of  the  Government 
public  opinion  would  compel  the  land- 
grabbers  to  give  up  these  farms.  He 
was  as  sick  and  as  tired  of  agitation  as 
any  person  in  that  House.  The  Chief 
Secretary  might  know  that  the  position 
of  the  Irish  Members  was  by  no  means 
easy,  and  that  the  task  of  combining  the 
performance  of  their  duties  in  the  House 
with  that  of  working  in  the  constituen- 
cies during  the  Recess  was  a  very  diffi- 
cult and  by  no  means  pleasing  one.  But 
he  did  say  confidently  that  unless  they 
dealt  with  land-grabbing  now  the  people 
would  deal  with  it  themselves  in  the 
coming  winter,  and  next  year  Farlift- 
ment  might  be  face  to  face  with  a  state 
of  disturbance  in  Ireland,  the  result  of 
its  own  failure  to  apply  a  remedy  to  an 
admitted  grievance.  Surely  the  Chief 
Secretary  ought  to  have  strength  of 
character  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  deal 
with  this  matter  now.  He  could  assure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  if  he  had 
used  heated  language  it  was  simply 
because  of  his  earnest  desire  that  the 
people  should  not  be  told  to  abandon  all 
hope  in  this  matter.  It  was  a  fact  that 
in  nearly  every  portion  of  Ireland  there 
were  to  be  found  tenants  who  had  been 
evicted  for  a  number  of  years,  and  who 
were  waiting  in  hopes  of  restoration 
under  this  Bill.  From  the  very  moment 
of  its  introduction  he  had  supported  it, 
because  he  felt  it  would  do  a  great  deal 
of  good,  but  there  was  no  reason  why 
they  should  ignore  the  fact  that  in  many 
cases  it  would  fail  to  remedy  the 
grievance.  He  did  appeal  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  to  detach  themselves  from 
the  official  lead  of  the  Government  on 
this  matter,  and  to  vote  with  the  Irish 
Membere.     On  this  point  they  at  any  rate 
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were  ^bsolately  imLted  ;  thej  we^o  all  in 
favour  of  the  AmeDJineDt^ ,  they  all 
agreed  as  to  the  necessity  for  action  in 
this  direction^  und  seeing  that  this  was  a 
matter  which  affected  the  purely  rpral 
life  of  the  Irish  people,  the  conditions  of 
which  were  befit.  imJer^todd'hy  -the 
Irish  Bepresentativest  in  Parliament,  he 
did  earnestly  appeal  for  sopport.  By 
adoptinje^  the  Amendmaiit  they  would,  he 
believad,  aeoure  the.  peaoe  of  Ireland  for 
the  winter,  while  by  'rejeotmg  it  they 
would  onee  more  open  the  floodgates  of 
agitation.  The  right  hon*  Grentleman 
might  think  that,  after  what  he  had  done 
for  it,  the  coantry  would  be  quiet.  Bat 
he  was  mistaken.  There  was  a  point 
beyond  which  the  Irish  Representatives 
woald  be  unable  to  make  their  inflaenoe 
hear  with  their  constituents,  and.  nnless 
they  could  .carry  home  with*  them  some 
enoouragiBg  message  to  the  effect  that  it 
was  the  intentioa  of  the- Government  to 
restore  these  evicted  tenants  to  their 
holdings,  a  strong  feeling  of  opposition 
to  the  Government  woeld  be  created. 
They  were  no  doubt  told  that  the  House 
of  Lords  would  throw  out  thtS'  Bill ;'  but 
even  if  they  did,  the  fact  of  'its  adoption 
by  the  Houee  of  Commons  would  go  far 
towards  preserving  the  peaoe  of  Ireland. 
The  very  first  quettien  he  would  be 
asked  when  he  met  his  conetitaents 
woakl  be,  ''What  about  the  land- 
gvabbera  ?  Is  it  true  or  not  the  Govern- 
ment have  refused  to  give  assistance  to 
the  men  whose  farms  have  been  taken 
from  them  ?  **  And  if  he  had  to  reply 
that  suoh  was  the  case,  he  would  bs 
asked  by  the  evicted  tenant^  ^  Why  am 
I  to  go  on  waiting  ?  Did  I  not  put  as 
ranch  labour  in.  the 'land  as  so*and"SO, 
who  has  gone  back  to  bis  farm?  Because 
my  farm  happens  to  have  been  grabbed, 
Am  I  to  take  my  children  and  myself  off 
40  America  ?  Am  I  to  have  no  hope  of 
getting  back  ?.  Wtil  the  Government 
absolutely  do  nothing  to  restore  me  to 
the.  holding  from  which  I  waa  unjustly 
Avioted?**  He  did  appeal  to  the  Go- 
vernment not  to  put  him  in  the;  position 
of  having  to  go  to  the  people  of  Clare 
and  to  admit  that  their  fears  were  only 
too  well' founded.  Let  him  rtither  be 
able  to  orge  them:  to  be  peltient^  because 
the  Government  w^re  determined  aa  soon 
as  j^ssible  to  return'  all. .the  tenants  to 
their  hol(^iogs  wlieiher  their  farms  had 
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heen  taken  or  not.  As  surely  its  that 
Amendmei^t  was  defeated,  so  ^ur^ly 
would  this'  question  crop  lip  ^gain  aii>l, 
agfiin  until  it  had  been  settle^. 

•Mr.  tOUGlf  (Islington,  W^)  said,  the 
hon.  Member  ,tiad  mode  a  strong  appeal 
to  Liberal  Home  Rulers  to  support  the 
Amendment,  and  no  one  would  be  more 
ready  than  himself  to  lend  a  willing  ear 
to  i^.  But  it  wfis  necessary  to  consider 
the, position  in  which  the  Bill  stood  and 
that  in.  which  the  Amendment  woqld 
land  thein.'  The  Bill  embodied  two  prin- 
ciples :  one  of  compulsion,  and  the  other 
of  voluntary  arrangement.  The  principle 
of  compulsion  was  to  be  applied  to  a 
certain  group  of  landlords  who  it  had 
been  found  could  not  otherwise  be  dealt 
with,  while  the  voluntary  principle  was 
confined  to  the  new  tenants  described 
in  the  third  clause.  The  great 
difficulty  experienced  in  the  proceed- 
ings on  the  Bill  up  to  the  present 
time  had  been  the  introduction  of 
the  compulsory  principle,  and  they  hal 
been  told  that  if  some  other  principle  could 
be  substituted  the  course  of  the  measure 
would  have  been  made  easy.  But  the 
present  Amendment  meant  the  extension 
of  the  principle  of  compulsion  to  the  new 
tenants,  and  therein  was  the  great  diffi- 
culty. No  one  could  have  listened  to 
the  very  sympathetic  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
without  feeling  that,  however  inclined 
one  might  be  to  lend  favourable  con- 
sideration to  this  proposal,  there  were 
most  serious  difficulties  in  the  way.  He 
had  told, them  on  his  responsibility  that 
its  acceptance  would  probably  be  fatal 
to  the  measure.  Apart  from  that  strong 
statement,  he  was  bound  to  confess  that, 
to  bis  mind,  the  necessity  for  it  bad  not 
been  proved  by  the  arguments  of  hon. 
Members  who  supported  it — the  dignified 
arguments  of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo,  who  ccmmeuced  bj  saying  that  if 
the  voluntary  principle  would  operate,  he^ 
for  one,  would  be  only  too  pleased.  Well, 
the  difficulty  in  whicl^  they  foui^d  them- 
selves was  tl^is.:'that  as  yet  the  vqluntary 
principle  had  not  been  tried  under  the 
conditions  put  in  operation  \)j  the  Bill. 
Po  wer  was  given  to  con) pen^a^et^e  tenants 
going  out — a  power  which  did  not  exist 
under  the  13th  clause  of  the  Land  Act  of 
1891.  The  hou.  Member  had  expressed 
a  fear  that  the  ue\f  jtenantf  would  listen 
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to  Binister  advice  ai^d  refuse  to  go  out ; 
but  he  preferred  to  hope  that  wiser 
counsels  would  prevail,  and  that  there 
would  be  a  tendency  on  all  sides  to  make 
arrangements  under  the  Bill.  The  hon. 
Member  had  referred  to  five  cases  in 
which  the  evicted  tenants  might  have 
been  restored  had  there  been  £125  avail- 
able with  which  to  compebsate  the 
tenant  in  possession,  llie  monej  was 
not  then  forthcoming,  but  under  the  Bill 
it  would  be  found  that  these  men  would 
be  able  to  go  back  to  their  homes.  The 
hon.  Meml«r  for  East  Clare  had  com- 
plained that  the  Bill  did  nothing  towards 
displacing  the  land-grabber  and  restoring 
the  new.  tenant.  Was  that  a  fair  descrip- 
tion of  the  measure  ? 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND :  So  far  from 
saying  that  the  Bill  did  nothing,  I  said, 
and  I  repeat,  that  I  think  it  will  do  a 
good  deal  if  passed  into  law,  but  I  ask 
for  a  message  to  a  set  of  tenants  for 
whom  absolutely  nothing  is  proposed  to 
be  done. 

Mr.  lough,  continuing,  said,  that 
was  the  very  point  on  which  he  joined 
issue  with  itxe  hon.  Member.  A  good 
deal  was  done  for  the  tenants  whose 
farms  had  been  taken  because  money 
was  provided  for  the  compensation  of 
the  tenant  in  possession,  and  there  was 
no  country  in  the  world  in  which  so 
much  could  be  done  with  money  as  in 
Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  said  it  would 
not  answer,  and  that  land-grabbing  had 
become  an  established  institution.  But 
that  was  not  so.  A  first  blow  was 
aimed  by  the  Bill  at  land-grabbing,  and 
the  proposal  was  that  they  should  first 
try  what  could  be  done  by  voluntary 
arrangement  assisted  by  money  set  free 
for  the  purpose.  Surely  the  mW  under 
these  circumstances  should  have  been 
treated  more  sympathetically  by  the  hon. 
Member.  He  said  he  feared  the  land- 
lords would  advise  the  new  tenants  not 
to  go  out.  Let  him  wait  and  see,  and  he 
would  probably  find  that  other  influences 
would  be  at  work.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  did  not  pay  sufficient  attention 
to  the  provision  in  the  third  clause  in 
relation  to  tenants  whose  farm"^  had  been 
taken.  The  Bill  went  a  long  Way,  and  it 
by  no  means  excluded  the  possfbility  of 
compulsion  being  introduced  afterwards. 
It  was,  however,  wise  to  try  mild  mi 
first.     Looking  at  the  whole  situdlion 

Mr.  Lough 


created  by  the  Amendment  and  notwith- 
standing his  great  sympathy  with  the 
arguments  of  hon.  Members  for  Ireland, 
he  felt  that  he  could  not  refuse  to  support 
the  Government  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  DODD  (Essex,  Mald<m)  said,  he 
wished  to  state  his  views  upon  thia* 
matter,  because  he  had  accepted  the  re- 
sponsibility of  putting  down  an  Amend* 
ment  with  regard  to  the  new  tenants.  It 
was  impossible  for  them  not  to  feel 
great  sympathy  for  the  evicted. tenants, 
but  at  the  same,  time  they  must  see  there 
was  a  great  dtffereDce  between  the  case 
of  farms  held  by  a  bond  fide  new  tenant 
and  farms  held  either  by  a  grabber  or  by 
the  landlord.  Many  of  them  had  been 
struck  by  the  argument  that  this  Bill 
would  place  the  bimd  fide  new  tenant  in 
a  position  of  great  dlffienity,  and  recoup* 
nising  that  he  would  suggest  a  com- 
promise.  At  present,  under  the  Bill,  the 
new  tenant  might  prevent  reinstateaient 
by  his  objection.  This  would  enable  him 
to  extort  a  large  sum  for  his  consent,  or 
his  consent  might  be  extorted  from  him 
by  ^  a  moral  blunderbuss  '*  being  held  at 
his  head.  He  would  suggest  that  power 
should  be  given  to  the  arbitrators  to 
decide  whether  the  objection  of  the  new 
tenant  was  reasonable  and  whether  soiB* 
oient  compensation  was  afforded  by  the 
Bill;  and  in  that  ease  to  reinstate  in 
spite  of  the  objection.  That  would  do 
away  with  the  hard-and-fast  line  which 
at  present  existed.  There  ought  to  be  no 
difficulty  in  leaving  the  decision  of  such 
a  matter  to  the  tribunal  created  by  the 
Bill,  for  it  would  be  composed  of  gentle- 
men in  whom  the  House  might  place 
great  reliance.  He  apprehended  that 
they  would  conduct  their  sittings 
under  the  rules  usually  governing 
arbitrations,  and  that  they  would 
adopt  the  wise  course  of  holding 
their  sittings  in  public.  He  thought 
that  the  Amendment  he  had  sug- 
gested would  enable  them  to  deal 
effectually  with  the  grosser  cases  of 
hardship. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes  128  ; 
Noes  67.— (Division  List,  No.  206.) 

Mr.  J.  MOBLEY  moved,  in  page  1, 
line  12,  after  '*  is,^'  insert  '^  or  was  on  the 
19th  day-  of  April,  1894."    He  said  the 
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AmeDdment  would  exclude  any  new 
teoiaiit  who  was  put  in  posseflsioD  of  hie 
holding  after  the  19th  of  April  in  the 
present  year. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
12,  after  the  word  "is,"  to  insert  the 
words  "  or  was  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
April  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-four." — (Mr.  J.  Marley.) 

Question  proposed  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  acknowledged 
tbe  consideration  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
in  proposing  this  Amendment,  because  as 
the  Bill  was  drawn  it  would  have  been 
open  to  any  landlord,  after  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Bill  and  before  it  became  an 
Act,  to  introduce  new  tenants  to  holdings, 
and  thus  defeat  the  Act  in  so  far  as  such 
holdings  were  concerned.  The  Amend- 
ment would  effect  a  great  improvement 
in  the  Bill,  and  he  thanked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  proposed  to  sub- 
stitute the  words  "  determination  of  the 
tenancy  "  for  the  word  '*  eviction."  This 
Amendnaent,  he  said,  would  get  over  any 
difficulty  that  might  possibly  arise  as  to 
whether  tenants  dispossessed  under  the 
"  eviction  made  easy  "  clause  or  by  sale 
of  the  tenant^s  interest,  or  otherwise, 
were  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  Act. 

Ameddment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
14,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  the  eviction," 
and  insert  the  words  "the  detetmiuation 
of  (he  tenancy." — {Mr.  J.  MoHey.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  proposed  an  Amend- 
ment providing  that  the  arbitrators  should 
be  empowered  to  take  into  consideration 
not  only  whether  an  eviction  was  reason- 
able or  not,  but  also  all  the  other  circum- 
stances of  the  case  as  well  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  district. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  proposed  an 
Amendment  which,  he  said,  provided 
that  a  tenant,  on  being  restored  to  his 
holding,  should  hold  his  tenancy  subject 
to  the  same  conditions  and  on  the  same 
terms  as  existed  before  the  tenancy  was 
determined. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  was 
not  quite  sore  that  the  Amendment  was 
required,  because  the  Act  gave  power  to 
have  a  judicial  rent  fixed,  whether  the 
tenancy  wae  a  present  tenancy  or  not. 
If  a  judicial  rent  were  fixed,  all  the  con- 
ditions of  a  present  tenancy  would 
attach. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said,  that  the  Amend- 
ment would  make  the  Bill  worse  than  it 
was.  He  thought  that  whether  a  tenant 
was  a  present  tenant  or  not  at  the  date 
of  his  eviction  he  should  be  placed  in  the 
position  of  a  present  tenant  on  reinstate- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  he  did  not 
think  the  present  was  the  proper  occasion 
for  making  such  an  alteration  in  the 
general  law.  The  point,  he  thought,  was 
not  worth  discussion,  as  the  number  of 
future  tenants  in  Ireland  was  small. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  agreed 
that  this  was  not  a  large  matter.  He 
did  not  believe  that  any  evicted  tenant 
restored  to  the  same  conditions  he  was 
in  before  eviction  would  find  himself 
unable  to  get  a  fair  rent  fixed  by 
Statute. 

Dr.  KENNY  said,  he  thought  that 
extra  consideration  ought  to  be  accorded 
to  these  tenants,  and  that  a  beginning 
ought  to  be  made  in  this  Bill  towards 
laying  the  ground  for  future  consideration 
of  the  question.  Moreover,  the  landlord 
might,  he  suggested,  take  vengeance  ou 
the  tenant  again.  He  thought  that  the 
Bill  ought  not  thus  to  be  amended  for  the 
worse. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  it  did  not  follow 
upon  the  words  of  the  Bill  that  tho 
evicted  tenants  would  have  fair  rent& 
fixed  ;  and,  after  the  evicted  tenant  was 
back  on  his  holding,  he  might  have  to  go 
to  the  Land  Commission  Court  if  he 
wanted  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed,  and  that 
question  would  be  determinable  as  a  point 
of  law  under  Section  58  of  the  Land  Act, 
1881,  which  provided  that  certain  tenants 
should  not  have  the  right  to  have  fair 
rents  fixed.  The  present  measure  was 
not  a  Bill  to  alter  the  general  law,  and, 
if  they  attempted  to  make  it  so,  they 
would  be  giving  further  ground  for  com- 
ment to  the  opponents  of  the  Bill,  there 
and  elsewhere. 


Amendment  agreed  to. 
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llR.  J.  MOBLBY  Baid,.be  bad  ia- 
tend«d  to  aooept  one  of  th»  Amendments 
stMiding  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  North  Armagh  (Mr. 
Barton).  In  the  absence  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  he  would  more  the 
Amendment,  which  provided  that  the 
orders  mentioned  in  the  clause  should  be 
executed  by  the  Sheriff  in  like  manner  as 
a  writ  for  the  deliFerj  of  possession. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  B.  T.  BEID  moved  to  omit  from 
Sub-section  (5)  the  words — 

•*  Subject  to  a  fair  rent  being  fixed  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Laud  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881, 
and  the  holder  shall  hare  the  like  right  as  other 
holders  of  present  tenancies  to  have  a  fair  lent 
fixed/' 

and  to  substitute  therefor-^ 

*♦  Until  a  new  rent  is  fixed,  and  whive  the 
tenancy  was  determiaed  before  the  pasting  of  The 
Land  Law  (Ireland)  Ac^  1881,  (nr  before  the 
determiDation  thereof  was  a  present  tenancy, 
whether  subject  or  not  to  a  statutory  term,  the 
landlord  or  tenant  may  apply  to  the  Land  Oom- 
miasiou  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed,  in  pursuance 
of  The  Laud  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881,  and  the 
Acts  incorporating  or  amending  the  same,  in  so 
far  as  the  said  Acts  admit  of  a  fair  rent  being 
fixed  in  respect  of  such  a  tenancy,  and  the- 
holding  shall,  upon  the  fur  rent  being  fixed,  be 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Acts  ap- 
plicable  to  a  present  tenancy.** 

Suppose,  he  said,  that  after  the  eviction 
and  before  this  Bill  should  come  into 
operation  the  land  had  become  greatly 
deteriorated,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  the 
tenant  that  he  should  be  called  upon  to 
pay  the  same  rent  as  he  was  liable  to  paj 
before  eviction. 

Question  proposed,  ^^  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.*' 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  he  thought  that, 
except  upon  one  point,  the  Amendment 
would  meet  the  practical  necessities  of 
the  case.  It  would  meet  tbe  case  of  men 
who  were  evicted  between  187d  and  the 
passing  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  and 
who,  therefore,  never  obtained  the  right 
to  the  .security  of  tenure  that  was  con- 
sequent upon  the  fixing  of  the  fair  rent. 
He  thought,  however,  that  the  lease- 
holder who  was  evicted  before  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act  of  1887  was  in  the  same 
position  as  the  tenant  from  year  to  year 
who  was  evicted  before  the  passing  of 
the  Act  of  1881,  because  it  was  only  by 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1887  that  the 


leaseholder  obtained  the  right  to  go  into 
Court,  and  have  a  fair  rent  fixed.  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  the  Government 
ought  to  insert  in  the  Amendment  the 
words 

*'  or  where,  the  tenant  being  a  leaseholder,  the 
tenancy  was  determined  before  the  Act  of 
1887.*' 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
J.  RiGBY,  Forfar)  said,  that  the  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  be 
carefully  considered,  and,  if  necessary,  the 
Amendment  would  be  rectified  upon  the 
Report. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  was  much 
obliged  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man. He  did  not  know  whether  English 
lawyers  were  as  subtle  as  Irish  lawyers, 
but  he  knew  that  words  which  were  ap- 
parently plain  had  sometimes  been  made 
to  assume  quite  a  different  meaning  by 
the  Irish  Courts.  The  case  had  just 
been  stated  of  a  landlord  who  had  made 
improvements  since  the  time  of  the  evic- 
tion, and  had  thus  increased  the  value  of 
the  farm.  The  cases  were  extremely 
rare  in  Ireland  where  a  landlord  made 
any  improvements,  and  still  rarer  where 
he  made  valuable  improvements.  If  such 
cases  had  arisen,  however,  the  Irish 
Members  were  not  disposed  to  object  to 
an  equitable  arrangement,  and  they 
therefore,  would  not  oppose  the  Govern- 
ment proposal.  On  the  other  hand,  'if 
the  farm  had  deteriorated  in  value,  it  would 
be  obviously  unjust  that  the  rent  should 
be  fixed  in  acoordanoe  with  the  old  con- 
dition of  things.  He  thought,  therefore, 
that  the  Amendment,  with  the  explana- 
tion given  by  the  Attorney  General, 
could  be  accepted. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2. 

Mr.  sexton  moved  to  insert  after 

"money,"     in    page    2,    line    19,     the 

words — 

*^  And  may  include  in  such  amount  any  sum 
directed  by  them  to  be  paid  by  the  petitioner 
to  the  new  tenant  in  consideration  o^  reinstate- 
ment, or  to  the  landlord  on  account  of  arrears 
of  rent,  or  of  costs  in  excess  of  the  sum  granted 
for  suoh  purposes  by  the  arbitrator  to  the 
petitioner/' 

He  said  that  if  the  landlord  required  the 
restored  tenant  to  purchase,  the  arbitra- 
tors ^must  fix  the  amount  of  the.  purchase- 
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money,  and  then  proceed  to  kei  eb  if 
they  were  pnreliase  commlssionere.  The 
Committee  must  bear  in  mind  that  the 
tenants  who  were  to  be  restored  to  their 
holdings  were  men  who  had  been  out  of 
them  and  deprived  of  the  pnrsuit  of  any 
independent  mode  of  living  for  years, 
and  'he  thought  the  Committee  would 
do  well  to  ease  the  conditions  under 
which  the  new  tenants  entered  again  into 
the  responsibilities  of  tenancy;  The  Bill 
as  it  stood  provided, for  two  payments  to 
be  made  by  the  old  tenant  on  returning 
to  his  farm.  The  first  was  the  payment 
to  be  made  in  case  the  new  tenant  did 
not  object  to  leave  the  farm.  He  did 
not  precisely  know  what  would  be  the 
measure  of  that  sum.  It  was  left  abso- 
lutely to  the  discretion  of  the  arbitrator, 
and  the  Bill  authorised  the  arbitrator 
to  advance  only  half  the  amount  of  the 
funds  placed  at  their  disposal.  The 
other  half  of  any  sum  which  they  might 
direct  to  be  paid  to  the  new  tenant 
woi^ld  have  to  be  provided  by  the  former 
tenant  out  of  his  own  resources.  The 
burden  that  would  thus  be  placed  upon 
him  might  be  seriously  embarrassing  to 
a  man  who  was  resuming  the  cultivation 
of  his  holding.  The  other  payment 
which  the  tenant  might  be  called  upon  to 
make  was  that  of  the  moiety  of  the  rent 
to  be  paid  to  the  landlord.  A  penniless 
tenant,  re-entering  upon  the  occupation 
of  his  holding,  and  being  entitled  to  get 
a  sum  of  only  £50  for  rebuilding  his 
house  if  It  had  been  thrown  down  or  in- 
jured, might  find  himself  in  a  very  diffi- 
cult position.  The  funds  which  would 
be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Nationalist 
Members  for  assisting  restored  tenants 
might  not  be  of  very  great  amount, 
and  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  J.  Morley)  would 
do  well  to  consider  whether  be  could 
not  go  one  step  further  than  he  at 
present  proposed  to  go  in  the  effort  to 
assist  the  restored  tenant  to  put  himself 
into  a  solvent  position.  His  Amendment 
was  to  the  effect  that  where  a  restored 
tenant  was  called  upon  to  purchase,  the 
arbitrators  should  not  be  obliged  to  call 
Qpon  him  to  provide  one-half  the  amount, 
but  should  be  empowered — he  still  left  it 
to  their  discretion — to  add  the  half  of 
the  sum  payable  to  the  landlord  and  the 
half  of  the  sum  payable  to  the  planter  or 
landgrabber  to  the  amount  of  the  pur- 


chase-money adranced  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  and  to  charge  the  sum  re- 
payable atinnally  with  the  amount.  The 
amount  conld  not  be  very  large.  The 
average  arrears  for  the  17  campaign 
estates  were  less  than  two  and  a-haif 
years,  and  in  many  cases  they  would  be 
less  than  one  year.  ■  The  amount  of  less 
than  half  a  year's  rent,  especially  in  '  a 
case  where  the  tenant  was  not  a  very 
substantial  farmer,  would  not  be  con- 
siderable. The  average  amount  might  be 
£20.  ThlB  addition  of  this  sum  to  the  amoun  t 
advanced  could  not  imperil  the  security 
nor  materially  increase  the  amount  of 
the  annuity  payable  to  the  State.  He 
strongly  urged  the  Amendment  on  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary ;  but  before  the  Report  stage  he  would 
be  willing  to  consider  the  question  of 
security,  but  it  was  requisite  to  free  the 
incoming  tenant  from  the  immediate 
demands  for  the  payment  of  money. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
19,  after,  the  word  **  money,"  to  insert 
the  words — 

^^and  may  inclade  in  such  amount  any  sum 
directed  by  them  to  be  paid  by  the  petitioner 
to  the  new  tenant  in  consideration  of  reinstate- 
ment^ or  to  th«  landloni  on  account  of  arrears 
of  rent,  or  of  costs  in  excess  of  the  sum  granted 
for  sacli  purposes  by  the  arbitrator  to  the  peti- 
tioner."— (^Mr.  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  he  quite  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  in  thinking  that 
any  practicable  step  ought  to  be  taken  to 
ease  the  conditions  under  which  the  old 
tenant  could  re-enter  his  holding;  but 
the  landlord,  after  all,  was  not  the  only 
consideration  they  had  to  bear  in  mind. 
The  hon.  Member  had  somewhat  lowered 
the  proposal  he  had  made,  because  he 
could  not  fail  to  see  that  it  would  impair 
the  security  to  the  State  of  the  repay- 
ment of  the  advances  made  on  the  hold- 
ing. The  Grovernment  assumed  that  the 
arbitrators  would  attach  a  fair  value  to 
the  holding  and  advance  up  to  the  limit 
of  its  value.  But  the  Amendment  was 
going  to  include  as  the  foundation  of  the 
advance  what  was  not  purchase-money  at 
all.  The  hon.  Member  contemplated 
some  security  in  the  farm  which  was 
not  really  in  the  farm,  and  which  must 
be  found  in  some  extraneous  source. 
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Mb.  sexton  pointed  out  that  what 
.was  sold  was  not  the  holding,  but  the 
Undlord's  interest  in  it.  If  a  fair  price 
were  fixed  on  the  landlord's  interest  there 
would  remain  the  tenants'  interest  in  the 
holdings  as  a  margin  of  security  for  the 
State. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  the  hon. 
Member's  point  did  not  affect  the  validity 
of  the  security,  whatever  it  might  be 
worth.  The  arbitrators  were  pretty  sure 
to  advance  up  to  the  f nlj  value  of  the 
holding  the  whole  of  the  landlord's  in- 
terest and  the  whole  value  of  the  holding 
as  a  holding ;  but  he  would  go  a  little 
further  than  that,  and  say  that  the  effect 
of  the  Amendment  would  be  to  impair 
the  security.  One  of  the  most  serious 
charges  brought  against  the  Bill  by  the 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  and  other  hon. 
Members  was,  that  it  would  be  mis- 
chievous to  in  any  way  weaken  the  frame- 
work of  the  purchase  system.  He 
thought  that  in  all  parts  of  the  House 
they  looked  to  that  portion  of  the  Bill  as 
affording  some  solution  of  Irish  diffi- 
culties ;  therefore,  on  that  ground  alone 
he  was  averse  to  accepting  the  Amend- 
ment. The  Government  had  considered 
all  along  whether  any  of  these  advances 
should  remain  as  charges  on  the  land, 
and  whether  the  policy  should  be 
adopted  not  only  to  make  no  free  grant 
of  this  moiety,  but  to  make  no  free  grant 
whatever,  charging  the  moiety  contri- 
buted on  the  land.  A  great  deal  could 
be  said  for  that  policy  ;  but,  on  the 
whole,  he  had  determined  that  it  would 
be  wiser  to  treat  these  tenants  in  the 
most  generous  way  possible  ;  and  the 
Government  made  the  advances  a  com- 
pletely free  grant.  The  Government 
had  a  right  to  expect,  iu  consideration  of 
the  great  effort  they  were  making  to  pass 
this  Bill,  that  some  extra  steps  would  be 
taken  to  assist  the  evicted  tenants  in  the 
circumstances  in  which  they  found  them- 
selves. He,  for  one,  had  no  doubt  those 
efforts  would  be  made,  but  at  all  events 
he  would  rather  face  that  risk  than  im- 
pair the  strength  of  tlie  framework  of  the 
purchase  system. 

Mr,  SEXTON  said,  that  after  the 
statement  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
made  be  would  not  trouble  the  Committee 
to  divide. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Dr.  KENNY  said,  he  proposed  to 
omit  Sub-section  (a),  providing  that  the 
arbitrators,  if  of  opinion  that  the  holding 
would  be  sufficient  security  for  the  ad- 
vance, but  owing  to  its  having  become 
temporarily  deteriorated  in  value,  might 
make  the  advance  upon  the  purchaser 
providing  such  security  as  they  might 
deem  sufficient  to  meet  any  risk  arising 
from  such  temporary  determination.  It 
would  be  a  great  hardship  upon  the 
evicted  tenant  to  ask  him  to  provide  this 
security,  which  was  quite  unnecessary. 
The  question  of  security  was  a  formid- 
able obstacle  in  the  path  of  the  tenant. 
The  interest  of  the  tenant  in  the  holding 
was  his  security,  and  he  thought  that  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  had  scarcely  con- 
sidered the  amount  of  labour  which  would 
be  caused  to  the  arbitrators  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  collateral  security.  He 
confessed  he  would  not  envy  the  arbitra- 
tors the  task  before  them.  The  Bill  as 
it  stood  would  mortgage  the  security  of 
the  tenants'  interest,  and  he  maintained 
that  this  was  sufficient.  Consider  the 
position  of  the  tenants.  They  had  been 
out  for  many  years,  and  had  become 
stripped  of  everything.  Not  only  were 
they  stripped,  but  their  friends  who  had 
been  supporting  them  for  years  past  were 
also  stripped,  and  now  they  were  asked 
to  provide  security  which  would  be  really 
personal  security.  If  such  security  were 
likely  to  be  effective  there  might  be 
something  it  it,  but  it  was  not.  What 
did  the  Government  offer  ?  They  offered 
the  arbitrators  a  lawsuit  to  recover  their 
money  on  collateral  security  from  men 
just  as  poor  and  ill  able  to  bear  it  as 
themselves.  The  sub-section,  if  alloweii 
to  stand,  would  cause  great  hardship. 
The  tenant  would  be  made  responsible 
for  deterioration,  and  in  19-20thsof  these 
cases  there  would  have  been  waste  and 
deterioration  which  it  would  take  years 
to  get  over.  The  deterioration  would 
have  been  the  landlord's  fault  and  the 
tenant's  misfortune  ;  therefore,  the  tenant 
should  not  be  expected  to  find  collateral 
security  in  respect  of  it.  He  imagined 
that  without  this  sub-section  there  would 
be  ample  security  for  the  repayment  of 
the  purchase  money.  This  sub-section 
would  not  add  to  the  value  of  the  security, 
wjiilst  it  would  be  a  formidable  obstaoie 
to  the  putting  in  force  of  the  Act. 
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Amendment  propOied,  to  leave  oat 
Sub-aection  (a).— (l>r.  Kenny.) 

Question  proposed,  ^^That  Sub-section 
(a)  stand  part  of  the  Clause.*' 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  this  sub- 
section  was  in  ease  of  the  tenant,  and  not 
against  him  in  any  way.  If  the  hon. 
Member  would  read  the  sub*section  twice 
he  would  understand  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  J.  MOBLEY  :  I  beg  to  move,  in 
page  3,  line  4,  after  '*  monej,'*  to  insert 

^  bat  the  payment  of  all  soms  which  otherwise 
would  have  been  payable  oat  of  the  goarantee 
deposit  shall  be  goaranteed  by  the  Irish  Gharch 
Temporalities  Fund,  and  shall  be  payable  oat  of 
any  surplus  of  that  fund  not  heretofore  appro- 
priated, and  be  applied  as  if  they  were  pay* 
menta  oat  of  the  guarantee  deposit." 

This  is  an  Amendment  in  substance, 
though  not  in  words,  put  down  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T. 
W.  Russell),  and  the  object  is  that  no 
excuse  shall  be  given  to  impair  the  sanc- 
tity of  the  purchase  system. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
4,  af tor  the  word  ^*  money,**  to  insert  the 
words — 

*'  bat  the  payment  of  all  sums  which  otherwise 
woald  hare  been  payable  out  of  the  guarantee 
deposit,  shall  be  guaranteed  by  the  Irish  Church 
Temporalities  Fund,  and  shall  bo  payable  out 
of  any  surplus  of  that  fund  not  heretofore  appro* 
priated,  and  be  applied  as  if  they  were  pay- 
ments out  of  the  guarantee  deposit."*  (ifr.  J, 
Morley.) 

Question  proposed,  *^  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.** 

Mr.  sexton  said,  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell) 
was  not  slow  to  intervene  in  the  Debate, 
but  he  appeared  to-day  to  be  debarred 
from  some  unusual  circumstances.  He 
only  rose  to  say  he  thought  the  proposal 
was  very  reasonable,  and  would  put  an 
end  to  any  objection  that  the  payment  of 
the  whole  of  the  purchase  money  to  the 
landlord  in  any  way  damaged  tbe  security 
of  the  State. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to* 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3. 

SiE  R.  T.  REID  moved,  in  page  3, 
line  8,  after  ^  is,**  insert  ^*  in  the  opinion 
of  the  arbitrators.*"     What  was  desired 


by  this  Amendment  was  that  the  arbif- 
trators  should  deal  with  the  mattor  with- 
out going  to  the  Court. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
8,  aftor  the  word  "is,"  to  insert  the 
words  "  in  the  opinion  of  the  arbitrators." 
—(Sir  R.  T.  Reid.) 

Question,  •*  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,**  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  beg  to  move^in 
page  3,  line  10,  to  leave  out"creato4 
before  the  passing  of  this  Act,**  and  in- 
sert "  bona  fide  created  before  the  19th 
day  of.  April,  1894.**  This  is  conse- 
quential upon  the  Amendment  I  moved 
upon  the  other  clause. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
10,  to  leave  out  the  words  "created 
before  the  passing  of  this  Act,"  and  in- 
sert the  words  "  honcifide  created  before 
the  19th  day  of  April,  1894."— (3fr.  /• 
Morley.) 

Question,  "That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Clause,** 
put,  and  negatived. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.** 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  doubted 
whether  the  Amendment  met  the  diffi- 
culty. What  would  be  the  position  of  a 
tonant  whose  farm  had  been  let  since  that 
d'ato  ?  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  ehtuse 
in  no  way  provided  for  such  a  case,  but 
perhaps  the  Government  would  consider 
it  before  Report. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) 
moved  to  amend  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment by  inserting,  after  the  word 
"created,**  the  words  "at  least  two 
years.*'  His  own  opinion  was  that  very 
few  tenancies  had  been  created  since  the 
present  Government  came  into  Office, 
except  for  the  express  object  of  defeating 
any  Bill  of  this  kind  brought  in.  He 
thought  that  these  tenancies  created 
since  the  present  Governmeut  came  into 
Office  should  be  regarded  as  bogus.  He 
fixed  the  dato  for  the  reason  that  when 
the  Government  came  into  Office  it  was 
well  known  to  be  part  of  their  programme 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  restoration  of 
these  tonants,  and  those  who  came  in 
aftor  that  dato  had  ample  notice  that  a 
Bill  of  this  kind  would  be  presented,  and 
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tfaerefcHre  they  were  not  etttitl^d  ^  tc  the 
Mtne  coDBideradotb  fw  tenants  who  were 
in  before  that  date.  He  fuHj  believed 
that  every  so-called  new  tenant  who  ^had 
been  put  in  since  the  Government  came 
into  Office  had  been  put  there  for  the 
express  purpose  of  defeating  .any  such 
measure  as  this. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  to  insert,  after  the  word 
•* created,"  the-  words  "n*'  Idast  itwo 
year8."-^ilfr.  Clancy, ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  aaid^  the  effect  of  the 
section  as  it  at  present  stood  was  that 
there  should  be  a  power  of  refusal  on 
the  part  of  any  new  tenant  before  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  and  the  b on.  Member 
proposed  the  power  of  refusal  should  not 
apply  to  cases  where  the  tenancy  was 
created  less  than  two  years  before  the 
passing  of  the  Act ;  that  was  to  say^  that 
all  the  tenants  who  had  been  created 
tenants  within  the  last  two  years  should 
not  have  tbe  power  of  refusing.  Tbat 
was  a  very  large  extension,  and  was 
what  they  did  not  agree  upon  earlier  in 
the  afternoon — ^namely,  whether  compul- 
sion should  be  applied  to  the  new  tenant. 
That  being  rejected  by  the  Committee,  if 
they  now  allowed  that  compulsion  should 
be  employed  in  cases  of  tenancies  created 
in  the  last  two  years,  it  would  be  based 
on  an  arbitrary  assumption  that  all  the 
tenants  that  had  been  created  in  the  last 
two  years  were,  in  fac^  bogus  tenants. 
As  the  clause  stood  they  must  be  bona 
fide  tenants  created  before  any  right  was 
conferred  on  any  new  tenant.  He  might, 
at  the  same  time,  be  allowed  to  answer 
the  observations  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Louth. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  had 
looked  into  the  matter  and  was  satisfied. 

Mb.  CLANCY  said,  that  no  doubt  it 
was  an  arbitrary  date,  but  so  was  every 
other  date  in  the  Bill.  He  gave  his 
reason  for  choosing  that  date,  beoanse  it 
was  well  known  that  immediately  tbe 
present  Government  came  into  Office  an 
Evicted  Tenants  Bill  would  be  brought 
in  to  effect  the  restoration  of  the  former 
tenants,  and  after  that  he  did  not  believe 
that  a  single  new   tenant    was  put  in 

Mr.  Clancy 


except  for.  the  purpose  of  defeating  a 
Bill  of  this  kind.     « 

Mr.  DILLON  said,  it  was  only  fair  in 
connection  with  this  matter  to  say  'that 
the  Government  had  already  substantially 
recognised  the  deivands  put  fotward  on 
behidf  of  the  evicted  tenants,  and,  while 
admittiDg  that  there  was  a  gre^t  deal  ja 
the  claim  of  the.  hon.  Member  for  Noclb 
Dublin,  yet  there,  should  be  some  spirit  of 
compromise. 

Mr.  T.M.  HEALY  asked  if  the  words 
of  the  right  hon.  G^Ueman  had'  not  lleeD 
inserted,  because  if  so  that  would  dispose 
of  the  matter. 

The  chairman  :  The  words  have 
been  struck  out,  but  the  new  words  have 
not  been  inserted. 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  he  wished  to 
point  out  there  was  a  clear  distinction  in 
principle  between  introducing  the  date  of 
the  introduction  of  the  Bill  and  any  pre- 
viouA  date,  even  though  it  marked  the 
accession  of  the  present  Government  y> 
Office.  The  Irish  landlords  who  had 
evicted  tenants  from  their  farms  were  in 
no  position  to  forecast  or  to  anticipate 
tbat  the  Legislature  in  the  future  would 
make  any  distinction  between  the  tenants 
in  dealing  with  these  farms,  and,  there- 
fore, the  Act  of  putting  in  a  tenant  at  a 
date  anterior  to  the  introduction  of  this 
Bill  could  not  mean  to  be  an  intention  to 
evade  or  defeat  the  law.  As  soon  as  this 
Bill  was  introduced,  the  Irish  landlords 
were  notified  tbat  certain  powers  would 
be  taken  in  the  case  of  vacant  land  that 
was  not  taken  in  the  case  of  tenanted 
farms,  and,  therefore,  to  put  in  a  tenant 
might.be  taken  as  an  intention  to  evade 
the  law.  In  this  matter  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  their  stand  on  a  clear 
ground  of  principle  that  could  not  be 
made  the  cause  of  a  formal  attack  on  the 
Bill,  He  thought  if  the  earlier  date  of 
his  hon.  Friend  were  accepted,  the 
prospects  of  the  Bill  might  be  injured  or 
jeopardised,  and,  therefore,  on  tbe  whole 
he  hoped  his  hon.  Friend  would  not  feel 
disposed  to  urge  the  Amendment  any 
further,  and  if  a  Division  were  taken  he 
should  vote  against  it. 

Mb.  CLANCY  said,  the  hon.  Men^ber 
for  Kerry  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  said  there 
was  a  difference  between  the  two  dates, 
and  that  the  landlords  had  no  indication  of 
what  would  take  place  until  the  Bjll  was 
introdueed.      He    (Mr.   Clancy)   would 
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ments  and  tenaiit-righta  of  Hie  foirmer 
tenant.  He  did  not  believe  tbis  was  the 
best  means  of  dealing  with>  this  queationy 
but  for-  want  of  a  better  means  it  might 
be  a  farther  inducement  to  get  them  to 
give  up  the  holdings  they  occupied,  and 
the  property,  which  was  really  the  pro- 
perty of  the  former  tenants  It  was  only 
reasonable  that  the  former/tenant  shoold 
be  paid  the  value  he  would  have  got  if 
he  had  been  permitted  to  sell  in  the  open 
market. 


remind  the  House  that  forthe  last  twodr 
three  years  Balls  had'  been  introduced  and 
supported  by  the  Liberal  Party,  which 
had  for  their  object i  th&  i^stdration  of 
these  evicted  tenants-«-certainly  Mr. 
O'Kelly's  Bill  didw  According  to  bis 
view  of  the  case,  the  landlords  got 
formal  notice  from  the  year  Mr,  O'K^Uy's 
Bill  was  brought  in  and  supported  by 
Members  of  the'  Lib^rdl  Party;  'the 
landlords  had  ample  notice  that  not  a  new 
tenant  would  be  restored  on  the  holding 
after  that,  but  would  be*  regarded  as  a 
bogus  tenant.  For  that  reason  he 
thought  the  Amendment  was  one  that 
ought  to  be  pressed  and  supported  by 
the  Irish  Members. 

Mr.  sexton  said,.  .t|)^  ^^n.  Mem- 
ber did  not  appreciate  his  point ;  iu  the 
Bill  to  which  the  hon.  Member  referred 
no  difference  was  made,  and  therefore 
the  act  of  the  landlord  was  not  to  be 
taken  as  an  intention  to  evade  the  law, 
as  the  taw  was  going  to  make  no  dis- 
tinction. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  14  ; 
Noes  181.— (Division  List,  No.  206.) 

W<»d8  inserted. 


On 'Motion  of  Mr.  J. 
following      Amendment 
to:— 


MORLEY,   the 
was      agreed 


Page  3, 
"  tenancy  " 
insert  "all." 


line    12,    leave    out    from 
to    "  the    foregoing,"    and 


Verbal  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.) 
said,  that  In  moving  the  Amendment 
standing  in  his  name,  he  had  some  con- 
fidence that  it  would  be  accepted  by  the 
Chief  Secretary.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman earlier  in  the  Debate  referred  to 
two  classes  of  tenants  who, now  occupied 
evicted  tenants  farms.  One  of  these 
classes  had  no  interest  in  the  farm,  and 
were  not  bona  Jide  farmers,  and  the 
other  elass  consisted,  not  of  a  large 
number*  but  still  of  a  considerable  section 
of  men  who  had  an  interest  in  the  farm, 
and  would  not  wish  to  give  them  up, 
even  for  compensation.  He  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  consider  in 
what  way  they  derived  that  interest. 
They    simply    took  over  the  improve- 

VOL.  XXVII.  [fourth  series.] 


Amendment  proposed,  iti'  page  3,  line 
18,'  after  the  word  "reinstatement,"  to 
insert  the  words — 

**  and  if  the  new  tenant  pays  or  duly  secures  to 
the  petitioner  in  such  manner  as  the  Arbitrators 
may  direct  such  sum  as  th6  'Atbittatore  may 
determine,  having  regard  to  the  petitioner's 
tenant-right  in  his  holding  before  the  eviction, 
and  to  the  improvements  effected  by  the 
petitioner  in  said  holding."— (Jirr.^ay<?<?«.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  that  as  he 
understood  the  Amendment,  its  object 
was  to  provide  that  where  a  new  tenant 
refused  to  assent  to  an  order  restoring  the 
old  tenant,  the  arbitrators  should  have  the 
power  to  propose  a  payment  to  the 
petitioner,  who  was  the  evicted  tenant, 
as  compensation  for  the  rights  of  which 
he  had  been  dispossessed  on  the  com- 
mencement of  the  new  tenant's  tenancy. 
That  was  a  question  which  was  present 
to  his  mind  at  the  time  of  the  framing  of 
the  Bill,  because  it  was  pointed  out  to 
him  by  agents  and  other  gentlemen  that 
there  were  a  great  number  of  cases  in 
which  the  tenant  who  had  been  evicted 
and  had  been  a  source  of  some  of  those 
troubles  and  disorders  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, on  being  allowed  to  sell  his  interest 
in  open  market  would  be  perfectly  con- 
tent and  would  disappear.  He  supposed 
the  contention  of  the  hon.  Member  was 
similar.  Yes  ;  but  there  was  a  very  strong 
objection  which  might  be  taken  from  the 
very  quarter  in  which  the  hon.  Member 
himself  sat,  which  was  this  :  that  the 
acceptance  of  the  Amendment  would  in- 
volve the  recognition  of  a  certain  locus 
standi  in  the  planter.  That,  he  thought, 
would  be  regarded  as  an  insuperable  ob- 
jection, though  it  was  not,  of  bourse,  the 
point  of  view  from  which  he  approached 
the  subject  at  all.  What  he  was  pre- 
pared  to  say  now  was  that  the  Govern- 
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^meot  woold  consider  between  then  and 
4be  Bep(»t  stage  whether  words  conld 
,:be  framed  to  carrj  out  the  suggestion, 
(or  proposal^  made  by  the  hon.  Member. 
•  The  point  was  an  Important  one,  and 
ihere  were  ▼arions  things  to  be  considered 
in  relation  to  it,  but  the  Grovernment 
would  give  the  whole  question  careful 
'attention.  At  the  same  time,  it  must  be 
'dearly  understood  that  the  pledge  he 
gaye  was  only  conditional  upon  further 
consideration. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  said,  that  under  the 
circumstances,  and  trusting  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  act  in  the  spirit 
of  his  speech,  he  would  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  S£XT0N  would  like  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  a  new  clause  dealing  with  compensa- 
tion to  a  former  tenant  and  which  stood 
on  page  31,  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  do  well  to  bear  in 
mind  that  the  interest  of  the  evicted 
tenant  might  be  confiscated  not  only  in 
'  the  case  where  the  new  tenant  refused  to 
go  out  but  also  where  the  farm  was 
vacant  and  where  the  landlord  had  shown 
cause  against  an  absolute  order  ;  there- 
fore the  subject  would  not  be  folly  dealt 
with  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
sidered only  the  case  where  there  was  a 
new  tenant  and  left  out  the  case  where 
the  landlord  showed  cause  against  an 
absolute  order  for  reinstatement  being 
made.  The  property  of  the  evicted 
tenant  was  confiscated  in  the  one  case  as 
well  as  the  other  and  the  clause  of  his 
hon.  Friend  addressed  itself  to  the  whole 
subject.     It  was  as  follows  :— 

^  In  any  case  arising  under  this  Act  in  which 
an  absolute  order  for  reinstatement  is  not  made, 
the  Arbitrators  may  determine  what  sum  is 
equitably  due  by  the  landlord  to  the  petitioner 
in  compensation  for  the  value  of  his  interest  in 
the  holding  immediately  prior  to  the  deter- 
mination of  his  tenancy,  and  this  sum,  after 
deducting  the  amount  due  for  rent  to  the  land- 
lord at  the  time  of  the  eviction,  shall  be  a  debt 
recoverable  from  the  landlord  by  the  petitioner, 
and  a  certificate  under  the  seal  of  the  Arbitra- 
tors shall  be  accepted  as  proof  of  the  debt  and 
the  amount  thereof  in  any  action  taken  to 
recover  the  same." 

He  trusted,  in  considering  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary would  take  account  of  the  fact  that 
it  did  not  cover  the  whole  subject,  and 
that  any  proposal  he  himself  made  would 

Mr.  J.  Mwrley  i 


be  such  as  should  deal  oonpletely  with 
the  nuitter  in  the  direetion  of  the  clause 
he  had  quoted. 

Mr.  J.  MOELEY  said,  that  in  con- 
sidering the  subject  the  whole  circum- 
stances which  had  been  mentioned  should 
be  taken  into  account. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  chairman  called  upon  Mr. 
Sextox,  who  had  the  following  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper : — 

Page  3,  line  19,  after '*  Arbitrators,*' insert 
^'  unless  after  due  inquiry  they  are  of  opinion 
that  the  new  tenant  is  not  a  handjide  fanner, 
or  that  his  interest  in  the  holding  is  not  sub- 
stantial, or  that  for  some  other  cause  soillcient 
in  their  judgment  it  is  expedient  to  make  an 
order  for  reinstatement.** 

Mb.  sexton  said,  this  Amendment 
raised  substantially  the  same  question  as 
that  determined  by  the  first  Amendment 
moved  that  day,  where  they  endeavoured 
to  apply  the  principle  of  compulsory 
treatment  to  tenanted  as  well  as  to  vacant 
farms.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his 
reply  delivered  his  judgment  un- 
equivocally on  the  subject  of  that 
Amendment,  declaring  that  its  acceptance 
would  render  impossible  the  success  of 
the  Bill.  It  was  conceivable  that  the 
Bill,  as  it  stood,  might  deal  practically 
with  the  whole  question  at  issi^e.  No 
one  could  say  whether  it  did  or  did  not 
until  the  Bill  had  come  into  operation. 
He  was  willing  to  accept  the  decision  of 
the  Committee  on  the  former  as  being  a 
decision  on  this  Amendment,  but  the 
Irish  Members  reserved  their  right,  if  the 
Bill  passed  into  law,  to  observe  the 
extent  of  its  operation,  and  whether  or 
not  it  completely  dealt  with  the  question, 
and  on  the  first  opportunity  after  the 
practical  working  of  the  Act  had  become 
a  matter  which  they  could  determine  by 
practice,  they  should  reserve  their  right 
to  bring  the  snbject  under  notice. 

Mr.  DODD  (Essex,  Maldon)  was 
called  upon  by  the  Chairman  to  move 
the  following  Amendment,  but  he  stated 
that  after  what  had  just  been  stated  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Kerry  he 
should  not  do  so : — 

Page  3,  line  19,  leave  out  *<not  make  an 
order,*'  and  insert  **  hear  and  determine  the 
reasooableneas  of  such  objection,  and  tf  they 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  such  objeqtion  la 
reasonable  ana  cannot  be  fairly  met  by  such 

eayment  or  compensation  as  they  are  enabled 
y  this  Act  in  cases  where  the  new  tenant  does 
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not  object  to  an  order  to  award,  then  they 
shall  make  no  order,  but  otherwiae  they  may  if 
they  think  flt  deal  with  the  whole  matter  as 
thoagh  the  new  tenant  had  not  objected." 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND  had  the  follow- 
ing Amendment  on  the  Paper  : —  * 

Page  3,  line  19,  after  "order,"  insert  "  but  in 
such  case  the  new  tenant  shall  pay  to  the 
petitioner  such  suqi  as  the  petitioner  would  be 
entitled,  on  evidence  by  the  landlord,  to  recover 
under  the  provisions  of  The  Landlord  aiKl 
Tenant  (Ireland)  Act*  1870,  in  respect  of  the 
distnrbanoe  of  his  occupation  as  tenant,  and  of 
the  improvements  effected  on  the  holding  by 
himself  or  hia  predecessors  in  title." 
He  said,  he  believed  the  Amendment 
was  mach  the  same  as  that  which  had 
already  been  moved  bj  the  hou.  Member 
for  Roscommon  (Mr/  Hajden),  and  as 
he  understood  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
given  an  undertaking  to  consider  the 
whole  question  he  did  not  propose  to 
move  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  sexton  (for  Mr.  Pinkerton) 
moved,  in  page  3,  line  27,  at  end,  add — 

"  and  may  advance  the  other  half  out  of  such 
moneys,  charging  the  interest  of  the  tenant  in 
the  holding  with  an  annuity  payable  to  the 
liand  Commission  in  repayment  of  such  advance 
for  such  term  of  years  as  they  may  fix,  such 
annuity  to  be  recoverable  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission as  if  it  were  payable  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  by  a  tenant  for  the  purchase  of 
his  holding." 

He  said,  the  Amendment  raised  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  incoming  tenant  should 
be  assisted  in  respect  to  the  moiety  of 
the  payment  to  be  made  to  the  landlord 
and  the  old  tenant.  The  Amendment 
he  moved  before  was  that  the  moiety  to 
be  paid  by  the  incoming  tenant  in  the 
case  where  the  new  tenant  became  a 
purchaser  should  be  added  to  the  purchase 
money.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ob- 
jected that  in  such  a  case  they  would  be 
adding  to  the  purchase  money  something 
which  was  not  really  part  of  the  price  of 
the  holding.  He  doubted  if  that  was 
true  in  respect  of  the  money  paid 
to  the  tenant  in  respect  of  his  in- 
terest. He  was  now  dealing  with  the 
case  where  the  tenant  did  not  become 
a  purchaser,  where  the  landlord  did  not 
insist  on  the  power  given  to  him  in  this 
respect,  and  where  the  tenant  was  rein- 
stated a9  a  tenant.  In  such  cases  he 
thought  it  might  fairly  be  considered 
whether  this  further  advance  might  not 
be  made  to  the  tenant,  especially  as  the 
advance  could  be  charged  by  way  of 
annuity    on    the    h»ldDl^,   so  that  the 


security  of  the  State  woal4  not  .be 
affected.  If  the  Chief  Secretary  could 
not  at  once  accept  the  Amendment^  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gen^emao  wo^ld 
not  reject  it,  but  wo|ild  consent  to  give 
it  consideration. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
27,  at  end,  add — 

**  and  may  advance  the  other  half  out  of  sue h 
moneys,  charging  the  interest  of  the  tenanJ^  in 
the  holding  with  an  annuity  payable  to  the 
Land  Commission  in  repayment  of  such  advance 
for  such  term  of  yean  as  they  may  fix,  such 
annuity  to  be  recoverable  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission as  if  it  were  payable  under  the  l^and 
Purchase  Acts  by  a  tenant  for  the  purchase  of 
his  holding."— (ATr.  Sewton.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  ^ere  inserted.**       , 

Sir  R.  T.  SEID  said,  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  look  into  this  naatter 
between  now  and  the  Report  stage,  and 
without  giving  any  defiuite  decision  would 
see  if  anything  could  be  done. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  proposed,  *^  That  the  Clause, 
as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill.*' 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  he  desired  to 
make  an  observation  or  two  with  respect 
to  an  Amendment  to  this  clause  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  had 
placed  upon  the  Paper,  b.ut  had  not 
moved.  The  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  provided  that  the  Arbitrators 

'*  may  in  the  case  of  any  former  tenant  (whose 
holding  has  been  taken)  and  whom  they  may 
find  to  have  been  the  subject  of  unjust  or  harsh 
eviction  give  special  aid  to  the  mig^tion  or 
emigration  of  any  such  former  tenant  and  may 
recommend  the  Land  Commissioners  to  facilitate 
the  migration  of  such  tenants  by  acquiring  land 
upon  which  they  can  be  settled  as  tenants,  and 
the  tenants  when  their  tenancies  have  been  so 
created  shall  be  entitled  to  and  shall  be  reqiiired 
to  avail  themselves  of  all  the  provisions  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing the  holdings  of  which  they  are  so 
created  tenants.  Any  sum  that  may  be  required 
for  the  purpose  of  emigrating  families  under 
this  section  shidl  be  charged  on  the  residue  of 
the  Emigration  Fund  provided  by  the  Land 
Act  of  1881." 

When  the  proposal  contained  iu  this 
AmendHMnt  was  originally  made  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  Dublin  he  (Mr.  J.  Morley) 
stated  that  he  feared  that  the  experience 
of  the  Congested  Distrieta  Board  had  not 
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beeD  snch  as  to  'encourai^e  the  idea  i 
that  migratiba  was  a  '  very  easj 
tiling  to  acbomplish^  akid  the  Leader  i 
of  the  Opposition  ihdicated  by  a , 
gestore  that  he  shared  his  scep- 
ticism. He  explained  then  that  he  was 
doubtful  whether  machinery  coul4  be 
devised  for  carrying  out  this  object  and 
whether  the  circumstances  in  Ireland  lent 
themselves  to  the  process  of  migration, 
but  that  he  would  be  willing  to  consider 
any  proposal  for  the  purpose  that  might 
be  laid  before  the  Committee.  The 
Amendment  now  on  the  Paper  would 
not,  in  his  opinion,  meet  the  case  exactly, 
but  in  the  interval  before  the  Report 
stage  he  would  consider  whether  a 
practicable  provision  conld  be  framed  for 
placing  powers  in  regard  to  migration  in 
the  hands  of  the  arbitrators. 

Mr.  sexton  remarked  that  there 
was  no  doubt  the  subject  which  the 
right  hoD.  Gentleman  had  voluntarily 
raised  was  one  of  extreme  importance. 
He  had  discussed  it  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tyrone  and  otliers,  and 
whilst  he  recognised  to  the  full  the 
object  of  the  Amendment  he  thought  it 
must  be  conceded,  by  anyone  who 
examined  its  terms  from  a  critical  point 
of  view,  that  it  would  not  suffice  in  any 
practical  way  to  deal  efficiently  with 
the  case.  He  could  not  give  un- 
qualified approval  to  the  Amend- 
ment, because  it  contained  the  word 
'^emigration."  Plans  for  emigration 
never  led  to  any  good,  and  what 
they  wanted  to  do  was  to  keep  their 
people  at  home.  But  migration  was  a 
different  matter  altogether,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  there  were  unoccupied 
lands  to  be  had  in  Ireland  which  were 
suitable  for  occupation  and  cultivation. 
The  Land  Commission,  if  authorised  to 
do  so,  would  ibe  able  to  obtain  these 
lands  so  that  they  might  be  let  to  evicted 
tenants  who  failed  to  obtain  reinstate- 
ments in  their  old  holdings.  He  trusted 
that  the  Chief  Secretary,  who  could 
command  the  services  of  experts  and 
obtain  legal  help,  would  be  snoceBsful  in 
framing  a  satisfactory  AmeDdment  deal- 
ing with  the  matter  under  eonsideralioa. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Mr.  J.  Motley 


Clause  4. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  R.  T.  Reid,  the 
foUowingl  Amendment  was  agreed  to  : — 
Page  3,  line  37,  after  '**  Act,*'  insert— 

*'  Except  as  respects  any  sum  so  to  be  paid, 
the  landlord  shall  not,  after  an  absolute  order 
for  a  reinstatement  is  made,  have  any  claim 
on  account  of  arrears  of  rent  or  of  costs  in 
connection  with  the  holding." 

Mb.  CLANCY  moved,  in  page  3,  line 
38,  after  "house,"  insert  "or  offices.'* 
The  object  of  the  Amendment,  he  ex- 
plained, was  to  provide  that  che  arbi- 
trrators  might  make  a  grant  to  assist  the 
tenant  in  rebuilding  or  repairing  not  only 
the  house  on  the  holding,  but  the  offices 
and  other  buildings  also.  He  should 
niove  a  further  Amendment  that  the 
arbitrators  should  also  take  into  con- 
sideration the  circumstances  of  the  tenant ; 
that  vras  to  say,  his  poverty  and  his 
inability  to  stock  his  farm,  and  so  on  .  It 
would  be  absurd  to  place  a  tenant  back 
on  his  holding  and  give  him  £50  to  re- 
build the  house  and  offices.  In  the  first 
place,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  confine 
the  grant  to  so  narrow  a  thing  as  the 
dilapidation  of  a  dwelling-house,  and, 
in  the  second  place,  to  limit  the 
grant  to  the  sum  of  £60 ;  and 
his  proposal  was  that  the  whole 
question  should  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  arbitmtors,  who  might  fairly  be 
trusted  to  discharge  this  duty.  He 
begged  to  move  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
38,  after  the  word  "  house,"  to  insert  the 
words  "  or  offices,'-'— (Jfr.  Clanoy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  said,  that  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  sanotion  larger  grants 
than  sums  of  £oO,  having  regard  to  the 
limited  sum  which  was  to  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  arbitrators.  He 
understood  that  in  Ireland  £50  was  no 
inconsiderable  sum,  and  he  thought  that 
if  expended  with  proper  and  judicious 
economy  it  ought  to  be  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  which  they  had  in  view. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  thought  that  the 
word  "buildings"  ought  to  be  substi- 
tuted for  the  word  "house"  which 
appeared  in  the  clause,  and  which  was 
too  narrow.     He  would  just  like  to  say 
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that  .ft  codt  £100  to  \m\^  %  .Ul>oui»r*8 
cottage  in  Ir^qd. 

Mb.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  staM  thM. 
in  some  crises  outhonsea  might  baye  been 
destrojed  bj  emergency  men.  Surely 
facilities  oaght  to  be  given  for  rebuilding 
them.  .  •     .  . 

Mr.  sexton  suggested  that  tbej 
should  retain  the  maximum  of  £50  and 
give  at  the  same  time  plowers  of  a  tnore 
general  character  to  the  arbitrators  as  to 
buildings. 

Mjeu  J.  MORLEY  observed  that  the 
suggested  substitution  of  the  word 
" buildings ^  for  ''house "  was  worthy 
of  consideration,  but  he  could  not  assent' 
to  it  on  that  occasion,  because'  he  knew 
from  experience  that  apparently  harmless' 
words  used  in  connection  with  Irish 
agrarian  matters  were  often  trkps  for  the 
unwary.  The  suggestion,  however, 
would  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

It  being  after  half-past  Five  ^f  the 
clock,  the  Chairmaii  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  report  to  the  House. .  - 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  dit 
again  To-morrow. 

CROFTERS'  HOLDINGS  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL.— (No.  294.) 
SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 
•Dr.  MACGREGOR  (laverness-shire) 
asked  if  the  Government  would  take  into 
consideration  his  suggestion  to  bring  in 
this  Bill  before  12  o'cioek,  sd  that  the 
responsibility  of  its  rejection  might  be' 
placed  on  the  right  shoulders  ? 

An  hoh.  MEMBER  c  Move  the<  See^tid 
Reading.  ' 

Dr.  MACGREGOR  moVed  that  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  timfe. 

Motion  made,  and  (juestJon  praposed, 
**That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time.*' — {Dr.  Mucgregor.)  .     ' 

The  Marquess  of  CABJIARTHfiN 
(Lambeth,  Brixton):  Is  it  in  Order  fork 
private  Member  to  move  a  Government 
Bill?  '  ■     .     .        . 

Mr.  SPEAKER  8aid,it  was  competent 
for  an  hon.  Member  to  do  so. 

The  Marquess  of  CARMARTHEN 
said,  he  should  move  the  adjournment  of 
ihe  Debate. 

VOL.  XXVII.    [fourth    SERIES.] 


Mr,  SPEAKER  asking  for  a  date  to 
be  fixed,  '       .    ^ 

^Dr.  MACGREGOR  saidy  he  could  Uot 
be  responsible  >  for  'the  Gdverum^nt  in 
this  matter.  *  be  simply  wanted  to  know 
whether  the  Gk>vernment  proposed  to 
adopt  the  coilrse  he  had  suggested,  and 
he  h6ped  some  one  ^as  present  who  would 
be  able  to  answer  ?       ' 

Objection  being  taken  to  Further  Pro- 
ceeding, l^ecdnd  Reading  deferred  till 
To-morrow. 

CANAL   TOLLS    AND   CHARGES   PROVI- 
SIONAL order  (No.  4)  (BH^MINGHAM 
CANAL)  BILL.— (No.  252.) 
Read  the  third  time,  and  pai^sed. 

TRAMWAYS  OBDBBS  OONFIRBIATION 
(No.  I)  BILL  [Xar<«*].-<No.  306.) 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed  without 
Amendment. 

COPYHOLD    CONSOLIDATION    BILL 
[Lord*']. 

Read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next^  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  344.] 

CHABITABLB     TRUSTS    ACTS    AMEND- 
MENT BILL  [Zorrf#].T-(No.  296.) 
Considered  in  (Committee,  and  reported, 
without  Amendment;^  Bill  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

SETTLED  LAND  ACT  (1882)  AMEND. 

MBNT  BILL. -(No.  S20.) 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

AORICCLTURAL  EDUCATION  IN 
ELEMENTARY.  SCHOOL?  BILL.— (^o  69.) 

Order  for  .Seoond  Reading  Jread,  and 
disQ^^ugjod*  ;  . 

Bill  withdra'#n:  •  ■'  - 

;    CSOWNLA^DS  BILL^-KNo.  4.)  . 

Reporteil  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence.  <  i    • 

Report  to  4ie  Upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.  [No.  252.] 
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Miniite0  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed. 
[No.  252.]  ^      .^ 

Bill,  as  amended,  re^commitleA  to<  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  for 
Friday,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  34SJ 

FOOD  PBODUCTS  ADULTERATION. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up, 
and  read  [Inquiry  not  completed]. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.   [No.  253.] 

VALUATION  OF  LANDS  (SCOTLAND) 
ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL  [Lord*]. ' 

Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.     [BUI  345.] 

TRUSTS     ADMINISTRATION. 

The  Select  Committee  on  TnistB  Administnu 
tion  was  nominated  of,— Mr.  Butcher,  Dr. 
Farqabarson,  Mr.  Heneage,  Mr.  Kimber,  Sir 
George  Osborne  Morgan,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor, 
Sir  Charles  Pearson,  Sir  Henry  RoBCoe,  Mr. 
Solicitor  General,  Colonel  Howard  Vincent,  and 
Mr.  Warmington : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons,  papers,  and  recoids  : 

Ordered,   That  Five  be  the  quorum.— CiVr. 

NATIONAL   EDUCATION  (IRELAND) 
(BUILDING  GRANTS). 

Beturn  [presented  3l8t  July]  to  be 
printed.     (No.  250.) 

EAST  INDU  BEVENUE  (OPIUM). 
Return    [presented  81st  July]  to  be 
printed.    (No.  251). 

ADJOUBNMBNT. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 

Business  of  the  House. 
Mr.  AKEB8-D0UGLAS  (Kent,  St. 
Augustine's)  asked  when  the  Equalisation 
of  Rates  Bill  would  be  taken. 

The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  T. 
E.  Elus,  Merionethshire)  said,  that  if 
the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill  was  fiirfshed 
to-morrow  (Thursday)  the  Equalisation 
of  Rates  Bill  would  be  the  first  Order  on 
Friday. 


Mr*  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) : 
Will  that  stage  of  the  Eqnalisation  of 
Rates  Bill  be  completed  before  the  next 
stage  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill  is 
taken? 

Mr.  T.  E.  ELLIS  :  I  cannot  promise 
that  we  shal)  go  on  with  the  Bill  beyond 
Friday,  but  the  Chancellor,  of  the  Ex- 
chequer will  make  a  further  statement 
to-morrow.    . 

Sir  H.  MAXWELL  (Wigton)  :  What 
are  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
with  regard  to  the  Local  Government 
(Scotland)  Bill?  .Are  the  Governnient 
aware  of  the  exceeding  inconvenience  to 
Scotch  Members  of  being  djBtained  in 
London  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  of 
being  uncertain  as  to  when  Scotch  busi- 
ness will  be  disposed  of  ? 

Mr.  T.  E.  ELLIS :  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exohequer  will  make  a  statement 
on  that  point  to-morrow,  but  I  do  not 
think  he  will  depart  from  his  original 
intention  of  not  proceeding  with  the 
Scotch  Bill  until  the  Committee  stage  of 
the  Equalisation  of  Rates  Bill  is  disposed 
of. 

In  reply  to  further  questions, 

Mr.  T.  E.  ELLIS  said,  that  if  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Bill  took  up  a  portion 
of  Friday  the  Equalisation  of  Rates  Bill 
would  be  taken  on  the  same  evening. 

MR.CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) : 
What  will  be  the  second  Order  to- 
morrow ? 

Mr.  T.  E.  ELLIS:  The  Building 
Societies  Bill. 

Sir  A.  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S):  What 
business  will  be  taken  after  that  ? 

Mr.  T.  E.  ELLIS  :  The  other  Bills  in 
their  order. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston)  :  Does 
the  Government  intend  to  set  apart  any 
time  for  the  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic 
BUI? 

Mr.  T.  E.  ELLIS  :  The  hon.  Member 
had  better  give  notice  of.  that  question 
to-morrow. 

HouK  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
before  Six  o'clock. 
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HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 
Thurtday^  2nd  August  1894. 


^ 


^-v 


SAT  FIRST.  . 
Lord  Coleridge,  after  the  death  of  his 
father.  ^       '-f 

CHABITABLB  TBU6TS  ACTS  AMEND* 

MBNT  BILL  [H.L.].— (No.  12.) 
Returned  from  the  GommonB  agreed 
to. 


INDQSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  BILL  [h.l.]. 
•g  CNo.  162.) 

i  ,       Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
«^<^to. 

I      TRAMWAYS     ORDERS     CONFIRMATION 

I  (No.  1)^  BILL  [l^ri?*].— (No.  48.) 

[^    i_   Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 


i 

* 


to. 


LOCAL     GOVERNMENT      PROVISIONAL 
®  ORDERS  (No.  15)  BILL.-(No.  126.) 

^  Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 

^  %  Amendments  agreed  to. 

I  EDUCATION  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  CON- 

I  FIRMATION  (LONDON)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

I  (No.  65.) 

§  •      Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 

.§  Amiendments  agreed  to. 

i 

p  ELEMENTARY     EDUCATION     PROVI- 

^  SIONAL  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 

;S  (BARRY,  &c.)  BILL  [H.L.]. -(No.  64.) 

S  Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 


^  .  Amendments  agreed  to. 


e 

"^       STATUTE   LAW   REVISION    BILLS    AND 
CONSOLIDATION  BILLS. 
Message  from  the  Commons  that  thej 
have  added  a  Member  to  the  Joint  Com- 


^ 


mittee  on  Statute  Law  Revision  Bills 
and  Consolidation  Bills  as  requested  bj 
their  Lordships. 

CHIMNEY  SWEEPERS  BILL.~(No.  192.) 
Amendments  reported    (according  to 
Order),  and    Bill    to    be  read  3»    To- 
morrow. 

VOL.  XXVn.  [fourth  seubs.] 


BRITISH    MUSEUM  (PURCHASE    OF 
LAND)  BILL.— (No.  173.) 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order)  :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3»  To-morrow. 

CANAL  TOLLS  AND  CHARGES  PROVI 
SIONAL  ORDER  (No.  11)  (LAGAN,  &C., 
CANALS)  BILL, 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed  ;  and  referred  to  the  Exa- 
miners.   (No.  197.) 

CANAL  TOLLS  AND  CHARGES  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  (No.  4)  (BIRMINGHAM 
CANAL)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1*  ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Exa- 
miners.    (No.  198.) 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 

before  Five  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 

a  quarter-past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  2nd  August  1894. 


QUESTIONS. 


DUNNET  SCHOOL  BOARD. 
Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness):  1  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  School  Board  of  Duunet, 
Caithness-shire,  has  been  paying  a  feu 
duty  of  £5  annually  for  the  site  of  the 
school  buildings  and  schooImaster^s 
garden  of  the  old  parochial  school  handed 
over  to  them  by  the  heritors  ;  that  this 
feu  duty  was  imposed  by  the  heritors  on 
themselves  some  time  before  the  passing 
of  the  Education  (Scotland)  Act,  1872, 
and  is  greatly  in  excess  of  the  value  of 
the  land  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
heritors,  three  in  number  at  the  time,  sold 
to  one  of  themselves  the  former  site  of 
the  parochial  school  building,  and,  after 
parting  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  amongst 
themselves,  entered  into  the  above 
airangement,  whereby  they  have  ob- 
tained relief  from  a  bu^en  which  they  are 
legally  entitled  to  bear,  and  have  thrown 
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that  burden  on  the  general  ratepayers ; 
whether  he  ts  further  aware  that  the 
factor  for  the  largest  heritor  of  the  papsh 
'^liras  chie%  iustniniental  !n  carrying,  out 
this  tr&nsa<^tioD,  and  hto  l^een  Chairman 
of  the  School  Bof^rd  for  many  years,  and 
has  resisted  all  inquiries  in  regard  to  the 
transaction  complained  of ;  whether  he 
will  cause  full  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
this  matter ;  and  whether  there  are  any 
other  parishes  in  Scotland  that  hare  bad 
B,  similar  burden  cast  on  them  ? 

The  secretary  for  SCOT- 
LAND (Sir  G.  Trevelyan,  Glasgow, 
Bridgetou) :  The  Department  has  no 
knowledge  of  the  facts  alleged,  and  has 
DO  means  of  inquiring  into  questions  of  a 
legal  character,  nor  into  the  transactions 
of  the  heritors  in  the  past.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  School  Board — ^the  chairman  of 
which  is  the  Free  Church  miniate^ — to 
nmintain  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers, 
and  to  inform  the  Department  if  those 
interests  have  in  any  way  been  set  aside 
or  disregarded.  But  if  any  complaint, 
accompanied  by  specific  details,  is  sent  to 
the  Department  I  shall  ask  the  School 
Board  for  an  explanation. 

THE  GODLEY  ESTATE,  SOUTH 
LEITRIM. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Land 
Commission  have  made  any  arrangements 
with  regard  to  the  supply  of  turbary  to 
the  tenants  on  the  Godley  Estate  at 
Carrigallen,  South  Leitrim,  who  have 
purchased  their  holdings  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  ;  and  whether  they  can 
rstate  in  what  way  they  propose  to  dis- 
tribute the  55  acres  of  bog  in  Corrawal- 
leen  and  10  in  Crickeen,  having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  the  tenants  were  in  abso- 
lute possession  of  their  turf  banks  until 
they  were  induced  to  take  bog  tickets 
some  years  ago  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  ^or 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J,  Mobmy,  New- 
<^tle-upon-Tyne) :  I  am  ii^formed  by 
the  Land  Commission  ^hat  the  teiuanta 
who  have  purchased  have, .  under  their 
Vesting  Orders,  all  rights  .  of  turbary 
over  the  bogs  in  the  veador'a  possession^ 
which  thoy  had  as  tenau^,  No  special 
arrangements  have  beei^  made  by  the 
Land  Commission  as  to  turljary,  aa  it  is 
only  in  cases  where  the  agreements  ao 
Dr.  ClarJt 


provide  that  the  provisions  of  Section  31 
of  ^ha  Apt  of  1891  can,  be  put  in 
fotce. 

NAiriOMAIi  BD0CATCON  IN  IBBLAND. 

Mr.  JACKSON  (Leeds,  N.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  the  Re- 
port of  the  CommissioMrs  of  National 
EduoatioQ  in  Ireland  for  18^  will  be 
circulated  to  Members  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  am  informed 
by  the  Stationery  Office  that  the  Report 
has  been  printed,  and  that  copies  will  be 
abtaioable  at  the  Vote  Office  in  a  day 
or  so. 

VOLUNTARY  SCHOOL    FBE-aRANTS. 

Mr.  BUCKNILL  (Surrey,  Epnom) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Educatioji 
whether  the  fee-grant,  in  the  case  of 
many  voluntary  schools,  was,  up  to 
April,  1893,  paid  quarterly,  on  or  be- 
fore the  1st  day  of  January,  April, 
July,  and  October  ;  whether,  in  the  case 
of  some  schools,  a  new  practice  has  been 
introduced,  whereby  the  grant  expected 
on  the  dOth  June,  1893,  has  been  de- 
ferred until  the  payment  of  the  Govern- 
ment grant  in  August,  throwing  thereby 
such  schools  into  arrears  of  fee-grant  and 
causing  a  loss  of  resource  for  one  quar- 
ter of  a  year ;  and  whether  he  will  take 
the  matter  into  his  consideration  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  Aclaio),  York, 
W.R.,  Rotherham)  :  There  has  been 
no  change  in  the  practice  with  regard  to 
the  time  of  payment  of  the  fee-grant 
since  the  fee*grant  was  instituted,  and, 
therefore,  none  under  the  present  OoYem- 
ment.  The  practice  is,  and  always  has 
been,  that  three  quarterly  instalineats  aie 
paid  on  fixed  days,  and  the  balance  to- 
gether with  the  annual  grant. 

BENGAL  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Sib  W.  WEDDERBURN  (Banff- 
shire)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  is  aware  that 
dissatisfaction  exists  among  the  Bengal 
community  at  the  apparent  f avonr  6howii 
to  European  Public  Bodies  in  Calcutta 
in  the .  B^Ies  for  representation  upon  the 
Bengal  Legislative  Council,  both  the 
European  Chamber,  of  Commerce  and  t)ie 
European     Trades    Association    having 
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been  amthorised,  to  elect  rqpreaeutatives, 
a  privilege  denied  to  the  National  Cham: 
ber  of  Commerce  (a  wger  body  than 
the  ^  European  Chamber),  consisting  of 
Indian  merchants,  the  Britififh  Indian 
Association,  which  includes  all  the  fore- 
most landholders  of  the  Province,  and 
the  Indian  A^sbciation,  which  represents 
the  ryots  and  paiddle  classes  ;  and  whe- 
ther, after  looking  into  the  matter,  he 
will  arrange  for  the  removal  of  this 
ground  of  complaint ;  and  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
(as  shown  at  page  6  of  the  Return  of 
April  26  last,  relating  to  the  Legislative 
Councils  in  India)  one  of  the  two 
appointments  of  Enropeans,  Nob.  9  and 
11,  reoommended  by  the  Calcutta  Trades 
Association  and  the  Bengal  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  appears  to  be  in  contraven- 
tion of  Rule  IL,  Clause  D,  and  final  Pro- 
riso  of  the  Regulations  printed  at  page  19 
ot  the  same  Return  ? 

♦The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Mr-  H.  a  Fowler,  Wplver- 
hampton,  E.)  :  I  am  not  aware  that  dis- 
satisfaction exists  .  among  the  Bengal 
community  at  the  apparent  favour  shown 
to  European  Public  Bodies  in  Calcutta 
in  the  Rules  for  representation  .upon  the 
Bengal  Legislative  Council,  Under  the 
existing  Rules  the  Bengal  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  which  is  not  an  exclusively 
European  Association,  us  the  only  Com- 
mercial Body  entitled  to  recommend  a 
meijaber  of  the  Bengal' Legislative  Coun- 
cil.'  The  I'rades  Association  was  in- 
formally consulted  by  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  as  to  one  of  the  appointments 
which  he  recently  had  to  make  ;  but  he 
waff  in  no  way  bound  to  consult  them  or 
to  aot  on  their  advice.  Eight  of  the  ten 
non-official  members  are  native  gentli3men, 
and  I  see  no  reason  for  intervening  in 
this  matter,  which,  under  the  Act,  is 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Lieutenant 
Governor.  The  hon.  Member  will  see 
from  what  I  have  stated  that  there  is  n6 
eofitraveotion  of  Rule  II.  (D)  and  the 
4«»l  Proviso  of  the  Regulations  printed 
at  page  19  of  the  same  Return.  Mr, 
VTomask  was  appointed  by  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  nnder  Rule  III. 


LONDONDBRRY    BARRACKS. 
Mr.  R068  (Londonderry)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Seoretary  of  State  for  War  when 
he  will  be  able  to  inti^uce  the  Provi- 
sional Order  Bill  required  for  the  pur- 


poses of  the  erection  of  tl^e  aeiY  London* 
derry  Barracks  } 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY 
TO  THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Woodaix, 
Hanley)  (who  replied)  said  :  The  plana 
of  Londonderry  Barracks  have  be^i) 
completed,  but  unfortunately  we  hav^ 
not  been  able  to  agree  npon  terms  for  the 
acquisition  of  the  land,  and  the  time  at 
disposal  during  the  present  Parliamentary 
Session  is  not  sufficient  to  allow  of  com- 
pliance with  the  Standing  Orders  of  the 
two  Houses  relating  to  Bills  of  this 
character. 

Me.  ROSS  :  Why  were  not  the  com* 
pulsory  powers  put  in  force  ? 

•Mr.  wood  all  :  That  could  only 
be  done  with  the  sanction  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  there  is  not  time  to  get  it  in 
this  Parliament. 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.)  : 
Does  the  hon.  Gentleman  mean  this  Par- 
liament or  this  Session  ? 

Mr.  WOOD  all  :  This  Session,  of 
course. 

IRISH  LAND  AGENTS  AS  MAGISTRATES. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick's)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  of  the  fact  that  many  land  agents 
in  Ireland  are  also  Justices  of  the  Peaoc^ 
and  that  some  of  them  have  utilised  the 
position  to  quietly  carry  out  technical 
powers  without  giving  the  required 
statutable  notice  in  regard  to  evictions 
and  other  matters ;  whether  he  will 
cause  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  make  in- 
quiry into  such  violations  of  the  law^ 
and  whether  he  will  advise  the  discon- 
tinuance of  appointing  land  agents  tp 
the  Magistracy  ? 

Mr.  J.' MOBLEY  :  There  are  a  co^- 
siderable  number  of  gentlemen  holding 
the  Commission  of  the  Peace  who  are 
also  land  agents.  The  practice  referred 
to  in  the  question  as  to  not  giving  stata- 
table  noticeis  in  regard  to  evictions  and 
other  matters  has  not  o(»ne  under  the 
notice  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  iir  any  oaiicL 
If  a  Magistrate  should  be  found  to  have 
been  gnQty  of  a  violation  of  the  law^  th$ 
Lord  Chancellor  will  take  prompt  notice 
of  such  action^  The  qne;stion  of  discon- 
tinuing the  appointment  of  land  agents 
to  the  Magistracy  will  be  referred  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  as  the  discretion  iur  the 
matter  will  rest  with  him.  i 
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LUNACY  IN  IRKLAND. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Dublin,  College  Green): 
I  beg  to  ask  tbe  Pt^sideiit  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  tbe  Report  of  the  Lunacy 
Commissioners  (England)  for  the  jear 
ionding  81st  DecemW,  1893,  shows  that 
the  total  number  of  registered  lunatics  in 
England  and  Wales  amounts  to  92,067,  or 
one  in  every  336  of  the  population,  and 
an  increase  of  2,245  over  1892,  the 
largest  annual  increase  jet  registered,  and 
that  whilst  said  Report  shows  that  15'4 
per  cent,  of  all  registered  lunatics  are  due 
to  heredity  and  26  per  cent,  to  intemper- 
ance, that  still  much  difference  of 
opinion  prevails. amongst  alienists  as  to 
the  exact  causes  of  tbe  great  increase  of 
lunacy  observed  in  other  countries  as  well 
as  in  Great  Britain,  he  will  recommend 
Her  Majesty^s  Government  to  enter  into 
negotiations  with  foreign  Governments 
for  the  appointment  of  an  International 
Commission  to  inquire  into  this  most 
important  and  urgent  subject  ? 

Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
AsQUiTH,  Fife,  E.)  (who  replied)  said  : 
I  have  referred  the  question  to  tbe  Com- 
missioners in  Lunacy,  who  report  to  me 
as  follows  : — It  will  be  seen  by  a  refer- 
ence to  page  6  of  the  48th  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  in  Lunacy  for  1893, 
lately  presented  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
that  they  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  no 
disproportionate  increase  of  insanity,  or, 
at  all  events,  none  at  all  material  in 
England  and  Walesl  The  increase  in  the 
number  of  officially-known  lunatics  is 
thus  dealt  with  in  the  Report : — 

"The  increase  in  the  number  of  officially- 
known  Innatics  is  a  vciy  different  thing,  and  is 
due  mainly,  if  not  altogether,  to  aocumnlatioa 
resulting  from  a  diminished  discbarge  rate^  as 
has  been  well  shown  in  the  General  Report  of 
the  Registrar  General  on  the  recent  Census. 
From  this  Report,  also,  we  learn  that  the 
increase  in  the  total  number  of  enumerated 
lunatics  in  the  Census  of  1881  over  the  number 
in  1871  was  15.484,  while  the  corresponding 
increase  in  189f  over  1881  was  only  12,880, 
being  a  diminution  of  2,600  in  the  decennial 
inorease ;  and  the  diminution,  occurring  con- 
temporaneously with  an  increase  of  the  general 
population,  wouldlseem  to  support  the  opinion 
we  have  above  ^roressed.  Tne  accumulation 
has  been  aggravated  by  (with  other  causes)  tbe 
change  of  feeling  wmeh  has  undoubtedly 
oocnned  in  the  poorer  classes,  and  which  now 
leads  them,  without  reluctance,  to  see  placed  in 
asylums  insane  and  mentally  worn-out  members 
of  their  families  whom  they  would  formerly 
have  retained  in  their  homes." 
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The  matter  is,  however,  one  of  great 
importance,  and  I  will  consider  the  hon* 
Gentleman^s  suggestion. 

Dr.  KENNT  said,  he  was  much 
obliged  to  the  right  Hon.  Gentleman  for 
his  answer.  The  Commissionersy  bow- 
ever,  seemed  to  beg  the  question  in 
their  Report  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
increase  in  insanity.  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  go  fully 
into  it. 

WSXFORD  GRAND  JURY. 

Mb.  JFFRENCH  (Wexford,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  Is  he  aware  that 
Mr.  J.  J.  Percival,  junior,  who  is  on  tbe 
Wexford  Grand  Jury,  lives  in  lodgings 
and  does  not  contribute  anything  to  the 
oounty  oess ;  who  is  responsible  for  his 
appointment ;  and  if  he  will  bring  in  a 
Bill  early  next  Session  to  abolish  the 
present  Grand  Jury  system  ? 

Mk.  J.  MORLEY  :  Neither  the  Grand 
Jury  nor  its  officers  are  under  the  control 
of  tbe  Executive  Government,  and  the 
Executive  has  no  means  of  knowing 
whether  the  facts  are  as  alleged  in  the 
question.  The  Grand  Jury  is  appointed 
by  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  county  for 
each  Assizes. 

DRAINAGE  LOANS  IN  IRELAND. 

Ms.  ROSS  :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  Uni- 
versity, I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  if  he  can  state  how  much  public 
money  advanced  by  the  Treasury  in  Ire- 
land, under  the  Drainage  and  other  Acts 
for  the  improvement  of  property,  to 
tenants  who  have,  since  said  advances^ 
been  evicted  from  their  holdings  between 
the  Ist  of  May,  1879,  and  the  present 
date  at  present  remains  unpaid  ? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  It  is  assumed 
that  the  reference  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  is  to  loans  to  tenants  in  Irdbnd 
who  have  been  evicted  from  their  hold- 
ings between  May  1,  1879,  and  the  pre- 
sent date  remaining  unpaid  under  the 
Land  Improvement  Acts,  often  described 
as  the  Drainage  Acts,  and  the  Land  Lainr 
(Ireland)  Act,  1881  ;  and  it  is  estimated 
that  the  amount  outstanding  in  respect  of 
such  advances  under  these  Acts  as  are 
alluded  to  in  the  question  is  about 
je20,000. 
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Mb.  ROSS :  If  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Bill  should  become  law  will  these  tenants 
share  in  its  benefits  ? 

Sir  J.  T.iaiBBERT  :  That  is  a  ques- 
tion I  cannot  answer  ofT-hand. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Mr.  BENSHAW  (Renfrew,W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
he  will  put  down  the  Govern^ient 
Amemd mention  tbe  Local.  Governmient 
(Scotland)  .Bill  at  once,  in  'Orderthat 
Members  may  have  t.ime  for  considering 
them  ? 

Sib  G.TREVELYAN  :  The  Govern- 
ment Amendments  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Scotland)  Bill  will  be  circulated 
on  Saturday  morning. 

Mr.  HOZIER  (Lanarkshire,  S.):  I  wish 
to  know  when  the  Report  stage  of  the 
Bill  will  be  taken,  and  why  it  should,  to 
the  great  inconvenience  of  all  the  Scotch 
Members,  be  postponed  until  after  the 
various  stages  of  tbe  Equalisation  of 
Rates  Bill  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  W.  HarpoiTrt,  Derby): 
I  haVe  always  stated  that  the  Scotch 
Local  Government  Bill  .would  come  on 
after  the  Equalisation  of  Bates  Bill.  I 
was  asked  to  g^ve  at  least  48  hdurs' 
notice,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of 
spying  that  I  expect  the  Bill  will  come 
on  early  next  week. 

Mr.  HOZIER:  Does  that  mean  on 
Monday  or  Tuesday  ? 

%m  W.  JIABCOUBT  :  I  cannot  say. 
Tbe  Equalisation  of,  |tates  Bill  coipaes  on 
to-morrow  ;  but  we  cannot  say  how  long 
it  ^rill  take,  It  may  require  Mouday 
and  Tuesdf^y.  Then  there  )vill  be.  the 
Report  stage  of  the  J^vioted  Tfdnants  Bill, 
bat;  in  the  present  circumstances  that  is 
not  likely  to  take  very  long.  Therefore, 
I  hope  we  shall  by  Monday  or  Tuesday 
have '  disposed  of  that  Bill  and  of  the 
Equa^sation  of  Rate/s  ^U1 ;  f^nd  then,  of 
coijirse,  the  Scotch  Bill  will  be  taken 
immediately. 

Mb.  HOZIER  :.  Will  the  Report  >tage 
of  .th^  Scotpb  BiJll  be  taken  before,  the 
Report  stage  of  tbe  ijqualisation  of  Rii^tes 
BiU.?...        ..... 

6m  W.HARCOURT  3  XcanDot  stale 
that  positively.  That  must  depeiMi  very 
:nitUdi/it|MiD'.th6r  nature  Of  tUe;Amenditients 
(tojihe  Equalisation  of  Rates  BilLi       .  i 


.  Mr.  HOZIER :  Why  should  the 
Scotch  Bill  be  postponed  until  after  the 
Equalisation  of  Rates  Bill  ? 

Sir  W.  HARGOURT  ;  The  Govern- 
ment  must  have  a  .little  latitude  in  the 
disposal  of  their  own  business. 

Sir  D.  MACFARLANE  (Argyll): 
As  there  must  be  an  interval  between  the 
Committee  and  the  Report  stages  of  the 
Equalisation  of  Rates  Bill,  will  the  Go- 
vernment consider  whether  the  Scotch 
Bill  cannot  be  taken  in  that  interval  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  will  con- 
sider  the  question,  and  see  whether  I  can 
give  some  answer  to-morrow. 
♦Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston)  asked 
whether  the  Government  could  not  find 
facilities  for  tbe  Railway  and  Canal 
Traffic  Bill  as  well  as  the  Rates  Bill  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

LORD  DE  FREYNE  ESTATE. 
Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  state- 
ment in  The  Irish  Daily  Independent 
of  the  12th  July,  1894,  from  which  it 
appears  that  Lord  de  Freyne's  tenants 
have  offered,  as  a  Settlement  of  the  dis- 
pute, that  the  taxed  cdsts  cxfi  this  injunction 
motion  shall  be  paid  by  the  tenants  ; 
that  the  tenants  who  have  been  evicted 
and  the  tenants  against  whom  eviction 
proceedings  were  pending  previous  to 
January,  1894,  are  to  pay  (where  judicial 
I  rents  liave  been  filed)  two  years'  judicial 
I  rent,  less  payment  on  the  last  year's  rent^ 
'  and  to  receive  a  clear  receipt  to  May, 
1894  ;  that  on  holdings  where  judicial 
rents  have  not  been  fixed,  the  future  rents 
shall  be  settled  by  arhitratioja  ;  that  half 
the  cost  of  ejectment  shall  be  paid  by 
the  tenant  and  half  by  the  landlo^  ;  and 
that  in  case  the  arbitrators  cannot  fix  the 
rents  by  20th  July,  the  time  for  pay- 
ment of  the  first  year  shall,  be  ex- 
tended until  20th  August,  1894,  but  that 
Lord  de  Freyne  has.  refused  to  entertain 
these  terms  on  the  ground  that  they,  wore 
inadequate ;  whether,  in  view  of  the 
refusal  of  Lord  de  Freyne  to,  ^ntjertain  as 
a  voluntary  settlement '  the  terms  pro- 
posed, he  will  endeavour  to  secure  that 
the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill  shall  so  pass  as 
to  provide  that  the  tenants  on  the  French- 
park  property  shall  be  able  to  aviAl  them- 
selves of  its  beoe^Si;.  Hodt^kueth^r,  pend- 
ing the  passing  of  the.  Bill«  he^TiU  cop- 
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inier  the  advisability  of  withholding  the 
UBif^tance,  by  their  presence,  of  the 
forces  of  the  Crown^  at  the  further 
trampling  doWu  by  Lord  de-  Freyne's 
cattle  of  the  crops  sown  by  the  tenants 
for  their  maintenance  during  the  coming 
Winter  ? 

Mr.  macartney  asked  whether 
it  was  a  fact  that  Archbishop  Walsh 
and  the  Trustees  of  Maynooth  College 
were  mortgagees  of  this  property  ;  whe« 
ther  they  were  not  the  real  evictors  ;  and 
whether,  therefore,  there  was  any  ground 
for  the  persistent  allegations  that  had 
been  made  as  to  the  evictions  on  this 
estate  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  would 
ask  whether  that  question  is  in  Order  ? 
I  may  say  that  the  charge  that  has  been 
made  is,  as  I  know,  an  absolutely  false 
one, 

•Mr.  speaker  :  I  cannot  say  now 
as  to  whether  it  is  in  Order  or  not ;  but 
as  the  information  is  not  known  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, I  think  the  question  had  better 
be  put  down  on  the  Paper,  when  I  shall 
be  able  to  judge  of  it. 

Mr.  J.  MORLE Y :  It  is  quite  true  I  do 
not  know  the  facts.  In  answer  to  the 
question  on  the  Paper,  I  have  to  say  I  am 
informed  that  the  terms  offered  by  the 
tenants  and  refused  by  Lord  de  Freyne  are 
summarised  with  substantial  accuracy  in 
the  first  paragraph.  With  regard  to  the 
second  paragraph,  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
reasons  why  the  evicted  tenants  on  tbis 
estate  should  not  participate  in  the 
benefits  to  be  conferred  by  the  Bill  now 
before  Parliament.  As  regards  the  last 
paragraph,  the  Constabalary  will  give  no 
assistance  whatever  to  the  agent  of 
Lord  de  Freyne  in  trampling  down  by 
cattle  the  crops  sown  by  the  tenants, 
though,  of  course,  the  Executive  cannot 
in  any  way  abdicate  its  duty  of  maintain- 
ing the  public  peace,  whatever  the 
Executive  may  think  of  the  action  of  the 
landlord*s  agent. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  asked  whether  it  was 
not  the  fact  that  Lord  de  Freyne  had 
brought  in  more  cattle  in  order  to  trample 

.down  the  crops  of  other  tenants  who  had 

.been  evicted  r 

-     Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  That  is  a  fact  of 
-Which  I  am  not  informed. 

Mr,  Hayden 
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WIMBLEDON  RIFLE  BANQEB, 
MR.MACDONA  (SouOiwark,  Bother- 
bithe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  Committee 
appointed  to  take  evidence  in  the  mutter 
of  the  Wimbledon  rifle  ranges  being  ^ 
dangerous  to  the  public  using  Wimble- 
don Common  has  yet  made  its  Report ; 
if  so,  will  he  communicate  its  purport  to 
the  House  ? 

•The  secretary  of  STATE  tor 
WAR  (Mr.  Campbell  -  Bannerman, 
Stirling,  &c.)  :  The  Committee  hare 
rendered  a  Report,  the  purport  of  which 
is  that  the  two  long  rangefr-^those  near 
the  cemetery — must  remain  closed  unless 
the  Volunteer  corps  concerned  and  the 
Putney  Burial  Board  make  such  arrange- 
ments as  will  enable  these  ranges  to  be 
used  in  safety.  As  regards  the  two 
short  ranges,  the  Committee  recommend 
that  they  may  be  kept  open.  The  hon. 
Member  will,  no  doubt,  have  read  in  The 
Times  of  to-day  the  decision  of  Mr. 
Justice  North  with  regard  to  these  ranges 
and  the  undertaking  of  the  Volunteers  on 
the  subject,  which  seems  to  promise  a 
satisfactory  solution  of  the  question. 

FLOATING  DERELICTS. 

Mr.  MACDONA  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
the  Departmental  Committee,  appointed 
to  take  evidence  as  to  floating  derelicts, 
has  yet  finished  its  inquiry  ;  if  so,  when 
will  its  Report  be  presented  to  the 
House  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Bryce,  Aberdeen,  S.): 
I  believe  that  the  Committee  have 
finished  taking  evidence,  but  that  they 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  complete  their 
Report.  I  much  doubt  whether  it  will 
be  possible  to  present  it  before  the  end  of 
the  Session. 

THE  WALTHAM   BXPLOBIONS. 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston)  :  I  begto 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  when 
the  Report  on  the  most  recent '  explosion 
at  Waltham  will  be  cireolated ; '  and 
whether,  looking  to  the'cifDumStances  of 
the  dismissal  of  the  late  superintendent. 
Colonel  MKDlintock,  he  will  also  present 
the  evidence,  which  includes  i\xii  of -this 
officer? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
This  Report  will  shortly  be  pi^seoteily 
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and  the  Paper  will  inclade'the  evidence, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  previous  Report  of 
the  same  Committee. 

STATION  HOSPITALS   IN  INDIA. 

Mk.  HANBURY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether, 
when  the  large  saving  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  was  effected  through  the 
institution  of  station  hospitals  and  the 
abolition  of  forage  allowances  to  certain 
medical  officers,  it  was  fully  understood 
by  all  parties  concerned  that,  in  accord- 
ance with  universal  precedent  and  cus- 
tom in  India,  a  certain  amount  of  the 
said  saving  would  be  returned  as  charge 
pay  or  staff  allowance  to  medical  officers, 
especially  brigade-surgeons  in  charge  of 
the  hospitals,  in  recognition  of  tlie  in- 
creased responsibilities — military,  medi- 
cal, and  Rnancial — imposed  upon  them ; 
whether  it  is  on  record  that  the  claim  by 
these  officers  for  such  allowance  was 
considered  by  the  India  Office  in  1888  to 
be  a  just  claim  ;  what  were  the  grounds 
for  refusing  it ;  and  whether  it  will  now 
be  re-considered  ? 

•Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  :  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  understanding  that  a 
portion  of  the  saving  effected  by  the 
institution  of  station  hospitals  in  India 
and  the  abolition  of  forage  allowance  to 
certain  medical  officers  would  be  returned 
as  charge  pay  to  the  medical  officers  in 
charge  of  such  hospitals.  There  is  no 
record  that  the  claim  for  such  allowance 
was  considered  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  in  1888  to  be  a  just  claim.  It 
was  refused  on  the  ground  that  the  pa^ 
and  allowances  fixed  for  the  Army 
Medical  Department  in  India  were  in- 
tended as  remuneration  in  full  for  all 
duties  which  might  devolve  on  officers  of 
ihat  department.  There  is  no  intention 
of  re-considering  the  previous  decision, 

POLLUTION  OP  THE  FORTH  AT 
CBUICKiNESS. 

Mb.  PAUL  (Edinburgh,  S.)  :  I  beg 
,to  Askr  the  PreBident  .of  ihjB  Boani  of 
Trade  whether  his  attention/ has.  betxi 
sailed /to  a  veeeot  eorreepondeo^e^in  The 
ScoisijnaHy  complaining: that  the  Forth  at 
CruiqllEiiess  and  other,  places  ia  MiDtainv- 
nated  by  mud  'briutght  f iiom^GrfitigeiQKnith 
in  iHiats  ;  and  whether  .the  B^und  has 
any  p^wer  to  prevent  what  is  .described 
in    tbe    correspondence    ad>  a    public 


nttisaboe ;  «nd,  if  so,  whether  that  pewer 
will  be  used? 

Ms.  BRYCE  !  This  matter  has  been 
engaging  my  attention  for  some  little 
time,  and  I  have  been  in  commnoication 
with  the  Harbour  Authority  respecting 
it ;  but  as  I  cannot  at  present  give  a  full 
answer,  I  will  ask  my  hon.  Friend  to 
defer  his  question  for  some  days. 

PRACTICAL  &IINBBS  AS  MINES 
INSPECTORS. 

Mr,  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tyd- 
vil)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  he  has 
yet  received  a  communication  from  the 
Merthyr  Valley  Colliery  workmen  in 
favour  of  the  appointment  of  practical 
miners  as  Sub-Assistant  Inspectors  of 
Mines  ;  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Coroner's  Jury  on  the  Cilfynydd  Colliery 
explosion  in  favour  of  more  frequent 
inspections  of  mines  ;  and  whether  he 
will  re-consider  his  decision  and  appoint 
persons  from  the  ranks  of  the  workmen 
as  Sub-Assistant  Iqspectors  of  Coal 
Mines,  as  he  has  recently  done  for  the 
Merionethshire  quarries  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  The  answer  to  the 
first  two  paragraphs  is  in  the  affirmative. 
I  have  recently  appointed  two  men  of 
practical  experience  as  workmen  to  be 
Assistant  Inspectors  of  Quarries  and 
Metalliferous  Mines.  This  is  as  far  as  I 
can  go  in  the  present  year ;  nor  can  I  give 
any  pledge  as  to  the  future,  except  that 
I  will  give  full  consideration  to  these 
and  other  representations  in  the  same 
sense. 

THE   CITY  RATE. 

Mb.  ALBAN  GIBBS  (London):.! 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  from  what  sonree  the 
rate  of  4s.  lOd.  in  the  XI » which  was 
Atated  to  be  the  approximate  rate  in  the 
City,  was  taken;  and  whether  he  is 
BWBie  that  the  rate  in  the  pariah  pf  &U 
Mavtitt  Ontwich  for  the  last  12  monthB 
-waaGs.  9d.?.  i  1 

The  PBESIDENT  of  ths  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Shaw- 
LBFBVREt  BradfoidyCeniiral) :  Itappeavs 
from  Eetnrns  reeeived^  by  the  Local 
Goveraraaent  Board  that  thl9  average  imtes 
in  the  £1  €>b  the  Poor  JjM  valuation  of 
the  total  rates  raised  in  th^  City  of  London 
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dttring  the  three  jear^i  ended  atLadj* 
Day,  1893,  were  48.  8d.,  4b.  9d.,  and 
4s.  8d.  respectively;  and  allowing  for 
leakages,  which,  according  to  a  recent 
Return  amounted  to  3^  per  cent.,  the 
^tal  average  annoal  rate  in  the  City 
would  be  approximately  4B.t  lOd.  The 
Beturn  ptoblished  by  the  London  County 
Council  in  April  last  gives  a  similar 
result.  I  do  not  know  what  is  the  total 
amount  of  rates  levied  during  the  last  12 
months  in  the  parish  ,of  St.  Martin 
Outwich.  That  parish,  I  understand, 
contains  26  houses  with  a  population  of 
102.  If  the  rates  for  the  past  year  were 
as  high  as  is  suggested  there  must  have 
been  a  considerable  increase  as  compared 
with  some  preceding  years,  and  pre- 
sumably from  some  exceptional  cause. 

Mb.  ALBAN  GIBBS  :  I  will  supply 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with  the 
figures. 

ST.  KATHBRINE'S  HOSPITAL,  EEGBNTS 
PARK. 

Mr.  CREMER  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 
ston)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Parliamentary 
Charity  Commissioner  whether  any 
changes  or  reforms  have  been  made  in 
connection  with  the  Charity  known  as 
St.  Katherine^s  Hospital,  situate  in  the 
Regent^s  Park,  since  the  representative 
of  the  Charity  Commissioners  in  this 
House  described  it  as  a  ''  scandal  ^* ;  and 
whether  the  Charity  Commissioners  are 
willing  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  a  statement  of  the  past  and 
present  position  of  the  Charity,  and 
the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to 
effect  reforms  in  its  administration  ? 

The  parliamentary 
CHARITY  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
P.  S.  Stevenson,  Suffolk,  Eye)  :  I 
must  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  replies 
given  on  the  27th  of  May,  1889,  by  the 
late  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  ;  on  the  loth  of 
September,  1893,  by  the  rtgbt  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Merioneth^ 
shire;  and  on  the  drd  of  November, 
1893,  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Midlothian.  As  the  endow- 
mont  is  above  the  £60  limit,  the  Charity 
Commissionerahave  no  power  to- frame 
a  scheme,  exoepC  upoa  the  application  of 
the  trustees,  and  no  such  appUcatioB  has 
been  made.  The  Lord  OkanoeUor  may 
frame  new  Rules,  if  so  empowered  by 
Royal  Warrant,  and  it  is  aoderstood  that 

Mr,  Skaw'Lefevre 


the  sabject  is  now  engaging  bis  atten- 
tion. 

THE  BEHRINO  SEA  ARBITRATION. 

Mb.  CREMER  :  I  beg  to  aak  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  pre- 
sent a  Return  of  the  total  cost  to  this 
country  of  the  Behring  Sea  Arbitration  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Sir  E.  Grey,  Northumberland,  Ber- 
wick) :  Certain  particulars  have  yet  to 
be  received  from  Canada,  but  directly  the 
account  is  complete  a  Return  of  the  total 
cost  will  be  laid. 

INDIAN  TROOPSHIPS. 

Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  three  mercantile  transports  (two 
of  the  P.  and  0.  Company  and  one  of 
the  British  India  Company)  have  been 
hired  for  the  coming  trooping  season, 
without  previously  consulting  the  Go- 
vernment of  India,  while  the  fFarren 
Hastings  and  C/tve,  belonging  to  the 
Indian  Goyemment«  and  specially  con- 
structed for  the  purpose,  were  available  ; 
whether  on  previous  occasions  these  two 
vessels  have  been  employed  on  the  same 
duty  ;  and  what  is  the  cost  of  the  three 
hired  steamers,  deducting  Coal  and  Canal 
Dues  ? 

Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  :  It  is  the  case 
that  three  steamers  have  been  taken  up 
for  the  trooping  service  to  India  this 
season.  They  have  been  hired  at  a  ton- 
nage rate  per  mouth,  so  that  the  full  cost 
of  the  service  will  not  be  known  pre* 
cisely  till  the  end  of  the  season.  The 
hiring  of  transports  is  conducted  by  the 
Director  of  Transports  at  the  Admiralty 
in  communication  with  the  India  Office. 
The  Indian  marine  steamers  jCVtve  and 
Warren  Hastings  were  provided  for 
local  trooping  in  Indian  waters,  and  it 
has  not  been  customary,  nor  is  it  desir- 
able, to  employ  them  on  the  home  service 
except  on  special  occasions. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manohester, 
N.E.)  :  As  the  Government  o^  India 
have  to  pay  for  the  transport,  is  it  not 
desirable  that  they  should  havei  some 
voice  as  to  the  mode  of  conveyance  ? 

•Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  :  As  td  the 
Government  of  India  paying  fifr  the 
transport,  that  is  a  matter  of  intemal 
administration    into    which    I  will  not 
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enter.     There  ardlreasons  for .  tbe  course 
which   has    beeil    adopted   which   tt  is ' 
undesirahle  to  state  to  the  House ;  but- if  I 
the  right  hou.  Ototletnau  will  have  con-  j 
fideoce  in  me  to.tliat'exteat  I  will  explain 
them  to  him  in  private. 

CHINA  AND  JAPAN. 
Sib  E.  ASHMEAD-BABTLErr 
(Sheffield,  Ecclesall)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary,  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  war  has  been  declared 
between  China  and  Japan  ;  and  whether 
he  can  give  the  House  any  information 
as  to  the  military  and  naval  operations 
that  have  taken  place  ? 

The  following  question  also  appeared 
on  the  Paper  on  the  same  subject : — 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras,  E.)  : 
To  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  several  Japanese  meu*of-war 
attacked  and  sunk  the  meichant  vessel 
Kotv  Chung;  whether  the  Kow  Chung 
is  a  British  vessel,  and  flies  the  British 
flag  ;  if  this  oceurre<l  prior  to  a  <leclara'^ 
tion  of  war  between  China  and  Japan  ; 
and,  if  these  facts  are  correct,  what  steps 
the  Government  propose  to  take  for  this 
outrage  on  the.  British  flag,  atd  to  obtain 
adequate  compensation  for  the  families  of 
the  Englishmen  who  perished  by  this 
unusual  incident  in  naval  witrfare  ? 

Sib  E.  grey  :  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  reply  to  both  of  these  ques- 
tions. War  has  been  declared,  but  we 
have  received  no  information  as  to  any 
military  or  naval  operations  except  the 
encounter  in  which  the  Kow  Chung  was 
sunk.  The  Koia  Chung  is  a  British 
vessel  belonging  to  the  Indo  -  China 
Steam  Navigation  Company  chartered 
to  the  Chinese  for  the  conveyance  of 
troi^ps.  The  hon.  Member  has,  no 
doubt,  observed' that  the  accounts  of  what 
has  takcm  place' are  most  conflicting,  and 
till  the  facts  are  placed  beyond  dispute 
I  cannot  make  a  statement  as '  to  com- 
pensktioij.  The  Japanese  Governtnent 
hav^,  however,  informed  us  spontaneously 
that  they  are  reikdy  to  make  full  repara- 
tion if  it  is  found  that  their  officei^  wet^ 
in  the  wrong. 

Subsequently) 

M«»  WEBSTER  said,  he  could  not 
see  how  this  question  was  oonn^oted 
with  that  of  the!  ho?.  Member  for  Eficle- 
sail*   Jt.wa^  pot.Qu  all-fours.  .  He  had 


pat  a  disfiuitd  question  as  to  whether 
oompensaAion  was  to  be  given. 

I  Ska  E.GBEY:  I  have  already  said 
everything/  that  it  is  possiUe  to  say  in 
answer' to  the  question  of  ^the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sheffield^  and  I  do  not  think  it 
neoessai'y  to  read  it  out  again.  I  will, 
ho^ver^,  sbpfw  to  it  the  hoi^  Gentleman 
if  iie  wish&*9  to  see  it. 

BRITISH  BEBIDENTS  IN  XHJ:  TBAN8* 
VAAL. 

SiE  E.  ASHMEAD-BlIRTLETT  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  the 
Transvaal  Yolksraiui  have  recently 
passed  a  law-  denying  the  franchise  to 
all  foreign  residents  whose  parents  have 
not  been  naturalised  ? 
.  Mr.  S.  BUXTON  :  We  have. not  re- 
ceiyed  any  official  information  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter.  ^     • 

SiE  E,  ASHMEAD-BABXLETT  : 
But  I  would  ask  whether,  as  this  law  was 
passed  some  three  months  ago,  he  will 
endeavour  to  obtain  this  information  ? 

Ji^R.  S.  BUXTON:  We  have,  of 
C0*irse,  Sioen  the  informatiop  in  the 
papers,  but  we  have  no  0|fficial  informa- 
tion. 

Sib  E.  ASHMEAD-BABTLETT  : 
Can  the  hon.  Gentleman ,  not  tell  me 
whether  my  statement  is  true  ?  .Have  we 
no  Bepresentative  in  the  Transvaal  from 
whom  ^e  can  get  the. information  neces- 
sary to  give  an  answer  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON  :  I  think  we  have 
all  the  information  we  require  about  it ; 
but  we  have  no  special  official  informa- 
tion. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  : 
Is  or  is  not  the  statement  contained  in 
my  question  a  fact  ?  Has  such  a  law 
been  passed,  or  has  it  not  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON :  I  believe  such  a 
law  has  been  passed. 

•Mk:  TOMLINSON  (Preston)  :  Is  it 
not  the  duty  of  Britisb  Representatives 
in  foreign  countries  to  repoi't  to  the 
Hoine  Goyerninent  any^  alterations  of 
law  adjecting  British  subjects  ? 

Mr.  S.  BUXTON :  I  do  not  know 
what  the  actual  duties  of  British  Repre- 
sentatives in  foreign  countries  are. 

'nOMlNIOA.. 

Sir  G-.  BADEN J*0 WELL  (Livv- 
pool,  Sjrkdale) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
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Seeretarj  of  Stole  for  the  Colonies  when 
the  Report  of  Sir  Robert  Hamilton  on  the 
Affairs  of  Dominica  will  be  presented  to 
the  House;  and  whether  it  will  be  ae- 
Gompanied  by  Correspondence  indicating 
the  decision  of  the  Grovemment  as  to  the 
recommendatioDB  contained  in  the  Report? 

Sir  T.  ESMONDE  (Kerry,  W.) : 
I  may  at  the  same  time  ask  when  Sir 
Robert  Hamilton's  Report  upon  the 
condition  of  Dominica  will  be  laid  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  O'DRISCOLL  (Monaghan,  S.)  : 
I  may  at  the  same  time  ask  if  the  hon. 
Baronet  will  state  when  he  expects  to  be 
able  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House 
the  Reijort  of  Sir  Robert  Hamilton  con- 
cerning the  condition  of  Dominica  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  S. 
Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar) :  The 
Report  of  Sir  R.  Hamilton,  and  the 
observations  of  the  Governor  on  the 
Report  (both  very  voluminous),  have 
been  most  carefully  considered.  I  will 
lay  the  Papers  as  soon  as  possible,  but  I 
regret  that  I  cannot  name  a  date.  They 
will  include  Lord  Ripon's  Despatches 
dealing  with  the  subject. 

THE  BISHOP  OF  BT.  ASAPH  AND    THE 
MINISTER  OF  EDUCATION. 
Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 

fomeryshire^  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice 
Resident  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  letter  from  the  Bishop  of 
St.  Asaph,  which  appeared  in  The  Times 
of  3 1st  July,  stating  that  it  was  much  to 
be  regretted  that  Mr.  Adand  should  have 
said  in  his  place  in  the  House  of 
Commons  that  he  signed  a  Circular 
which  he  never  signed,  and  further 
stating  that  the  Circular  did  not  state 
that  the  school  was  undenominational ; 
and  whether  these  statements  are  in 
accordance  with  the  facts  of  the  case  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND  :  I  have  seen  the 
letter  to  The  Times  of  July  3Ist  from 
the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph*  The  Bishop 
appears  to  be  nnder,  some  misapprehen- 
sion when  he  states  that  1  said  in  the 
House  that  he  signed  a  Circular  which 
he  never  signed.  The  facts  are  as 
follows  :  I  was  asked  on  Friday  last,  in 
a  question  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Denbigh,  w^hetk^rmy  attediion  had  b^en 
eaUed  to  a  certain  Gincular,  of  the  year 
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1868,  rdatcng  to  Ruthin  Grammar 
ScbooL  I  replied  that  I  had  seen  it,  and 
I  said  that  it  was  signed,  among  othera^ 
by  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  Mc  Com- 
wiallis  West,  and  Sir  John  Pukston. 
The  date  of  the  Cirouhir — an  old  Circular 
of  more  than  six  years  ago — was  before 
the  House,  It  was  obvious,  I  think, 
that  the  only  person  who  could  sign  the 
Circular  in  1888  as  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph 
was  the  Bishop  of  that  time,  to  whom, 
of  course,  I  referred.  I  had  no  intention 
of  'making  any  misstatement  about  the 
present  Bishop.  With  reference  to  the 
other  statement  of  the  Bishop  mentioned 
in  the  question,  which  runs  as  follows  : 
^^  The  Circular  did  not  state  that  the  school 
was  undenominational,^*  it  is  sufficient  to 
quote  from  the  Circular,  which  I  have  in 
my  hand  to-day,  as  I  had  on  Friday  last, 
the  following  words  : — ^  The  school  is 
undenominational."  The  rest  of  the 
sentence,  which  it  is  not  really  necessary 
to  quote  for  this  purpose  is  as  follows  : 
'*  and  the  pupils  are  not  subject  to  any 
religious  ttest.**  The  exact  date  of  the 
Cu>cular  is  12th  May,  1888. 

EVICTIONS  IN  COUNTY  SLIGO. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  N.) :  On  be- 
half of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Leitrim,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre* 
tary  to  the  I^rd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  case  of  James  Mnllarkey,  of 
Toulistrane,  County  Sligo,  who  was 
in  1883  evicted  by  the  mort* 
gagees  of  the  estate  from  his  farm 
of  64a.  Or.  12p.,  held  at  £100  a  year  ;  is 
he  aware  that  Thomas  Clarke,  of  Tober* 
curry,  bailiff  to  Lord  Harlech  and  others, 
was  put  into  the  farm  then  at  the  rent 
of  £77  a  year,  and  never  tilled  any  of  it 
since ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  Mnl- 
larkey afterwards  became  entitled  to 
£700  out  of  the  lands  of  Drummartin, 
whereupon  the  mortgagees  of  the  town- 
land  of  Tourlistrane  issued  a  writ  of  sun»- 
mons  against  Mnllarkey  for  £460,  for 
which  they  got  a  changing  order ;  whe^ 
ther,  notwithstanding  that  the  rent  wae 
thus  satisfied,  Mnllarkey  has  ever  since 
been  deprived  of  his  farm,  besides  the 
balance  of  the  £700,  and  is  now  i;i  a 
state  of  destitution  ;  and  whether  he 
will  make  inquiry  into  the  inrcamsiatices 
of  the  ease  ? 

Mr.  J.  MOBLEY  :  The  facts  appear 
to  be  correctly  stated.    The  arreais  of 
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rani  were  not  paid  until  1885,  when  the 
period  within  which  MaUarkey-  oonUi 
haye  obtained  a  writ  el  restitatien  had 
expired.  I  am  informed  that  all  the 
dealings  with  the  estate,  indadtng  the 
acceptance  of  Thomas  Clarke  as  tenant, 
were  carried  oat  hj  order  of  the  Coart  of 
Chancery.  Clarke  uses  the  farm  for 
grasing  purposes,  and  Mullarkey,  I  am 
informed,  has  no  employment  and  no 
means  at  present. 

THE  KATIONAL  GALL'BllY  OF 
IRELAND. 
Db.  KENNY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  put  the  grant  in  aid 
to  the  National  Gallery  of  Ireland  on  a 
similar  basis  to  that  of  the  grant  to  the 
National  Gallery  of  England  ;  i.e.,  to 
permit  it  to  accumulate  from  year  to  year, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  to  allow  the  Commissioners  to  carry 
over  the  unspent  balance  of  the  grant 
from  one  financial  year  to  the  following 
year,  so  as  to  allow  accumulation  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  more  valuable 
works  than  can  be  acquired  under  the 
existing  system  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  J.  T.  HiBBEBT,  Oldham); 
The  Treasury  have  received  no  com«- 
plaints  of  the  working  of  the  system  of 
dealing  with  the  annual  grants  to  the 
National  Gallery  in  Ireland,  which  has 
been  long  in  force,  and  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  portion  of  the  grant  has  been 
surrendered  to  the  Exchequer  of  late 
years  ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  it  wpuld  not 
be  possible  to  tarn  the  annual  grant  into 
a  '*  grant  in  aid  "unless  there  was  an 
endowment  in  aid  of  which  it  could  be 
granted. 

FLOODS  AT  BELEBK. 
Mb.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
•ask- the  Secretary  to  the  Treasnry  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  great  discontent  is 
felt  among  the  farmers  .along  the  Upper 
Erne  at  the  delay  of  the  Local  Drainage 
Anthority  in  opening  the .  sluice  gAies  at 
Beleek,  thns  flooding  the  lands  and  allow- 
ing s6  gc^at  a  masa  of  water  to  aconmn- 
late  that  it  cannot  be  .allowed  to  run  off 
qotekly  without  damaging  the  lands  be*- 
Jow  Beleek  ;  and  iVhelfaer,  having  regard 
to  the  large  sums  wbiefa  have  been  spent 
Jon  the  drainage 'Sohame^  the  Board  of 


Works  will  take  steps  to  advise  the 
Drainage  Board  as  to  the  proper  manage- 
ment of  the  slnkes  until  a  more  repre- 
sentative Local  Authority  can  be  constl* 
tuted? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT :  No,  Sir  ;  I 
am  not  aware  of  the  circumstances  stated 
in  the  first  paragraph.  The  matter  has, 
however,  been  referred  to  the  Local 
Drainage  Board  for  their  observations. 
The  Board  of  Works  are  not  empowered 
by  Statute  to  undertake  responsibilities 
with  respect  to  the  management  of 
sluices,  which  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  Drainage  Board. 

Mh.  DANE  (Fermanagh,  N.)  :  Will 
the  right  hoo.  Gentleman  inquire  into 
the  circumstances  and  into  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  Rules  ? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  I  have  no 
power  to  interfere. 

BABIES. 

Mr.  KNOX  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Cavan  Board  of 
Guardians,  pointing  out  the  necessity  of 
power  being  given  to  the  Local  Authority 
to  order  the  destruction  of  anunals 
affected  with  rabies,  paying  compensation 
to  the  owners  ;  whether  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil will  consider  the  reasons  given  in 
favour  of  the  proposed  change;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  a  recent  case 
the  Board  wore  not  allowed  to  give  com- 
pensation for  cattle  slaughtered  by  order 
of  the  Veterinary  Inspector,  on  the 
ground. that  they  had  been  bitten  by  a 
mad  dog,  but  were  informed  that  they 
could  only  give  compensation  when  an 
Order  of  the  Boanl  had  been  made  pre- 
vious to  the  slaughtering  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  Attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  resolution  referred  to. 
The  reasons  given  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
posed change  will  be  considered  with  a 
view  to  the  issue  of  such  an  Order  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary.  In  the  case 
indicated  in  the  third  paragraph,  in  whieh 
the  Gaaidians  inquire  whether  they 
could  pay  compensation  for  cattle  slaugh** 
tered  in  consequence  of  having  beCfi 
bitten  by  a  supposed  rabid  dog,  th^y  werb 
informed  that  Local  Authorities  were  not 
^powered  to  pay  compensation  in  such 
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HBB  MAJBSTrS  THEATRE,  PALL  MALU 
Mr.  KNOX  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Seore^ 
tarj  to  the  Treasury  what  are  the  oon- 
ditions  as  to  building  in  the  lease  from 
the  Crown  of  the  site  of  Her  Majestj^s 
Theatre  in  Pall  Mall,  which  now  lies 
vacant ;  who  is  the  lessee  ;  whether  the 
property  iB,  in  effect,  in  the  hands  of  the 
mortgagee  ;  and  whether  he  can  state  the 
name  of  the  mortgagee  ;  and  whether  h^ 
will  take  any  steps  within  his  power  to 
enforce  the  conditions  of  the  lease  ? 

Sir  J.  T.  HIBBERT  :  The  site  of 
Her  Majesty^s  Theatre  is  held  under 
building  agreements  entered  into  between 
Mr.  G.  H.  Tod  Heatly  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  Woods,  the  conditions  of 
which  provide  for  the  completion  of  the 
new  buildings  before  March  81,  1896. 
There  have  been  difficulties  not  unnatural 
in  the  carrying  out  of  so  large  a  scheme 
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tutes  do  a  great  part  of  the  work.  ^  The 
maxtmiim  number  of  such  subs^tutes 
employed  in  any  one  week  during  die 
past  12  months  is  16,  the  minimum 
number  6.  Until  recently  one  or  two  of 
these  subetitutes  wereregularly  employed 
on  duties  terminating  at  1.30  a.m.  ;  but 
about  a  fortnight  ago  arrangements  were 
made  to  relieve-  youths  under  18  years 
of  age  from  attendance  alter  11.46  p.m. 


THB  BDUCATION  MINISTER  AND 
VOLUNTABY  SCHOOLS. 
Mr.  HAREY  foster  (Suffolk, 
Lowestoft)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  if  he  is  aware  that  in  certain 
cases  Her  Majesty^s  Inspectors  have 
notified  managers  of  voluntary  schools 
that  they  will  require  marching  space  to 
be  provided  in  the  infants*  department  ; 
is  this  marching  space  included  in  the 


of  re-building  which  have  led  to  delay,  eight  square  feet  basis  specified  in  the 
but  the  Crown's  interests  have  not  been  Code  as  suitable  provision  ;  and  if  it  is 
prejudiced  thereby  at  present.  The  not,  what  further  provision  can  be  re- 
Commissioner  of  Woods  is  not,  however,  |  quired  under  this  head,  and  by  what  au- 
satisfied  with  the  present  position  of  '  thority  ;  and  will  he  consider  the  advisa- 
matters  ;  and  unless  progress  should  be  |  bility  of  not  withholding  any  portion  of 
made  at  an  early  date  with  the  works,  it ,  the  variable  grant  under  Article  98  of 
may  become  necessary  to  take  mor6  |  the  Code  on  the  ground  that  the  accom- 
active  steps  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  modation  or  the  teaching  staff  approach 
It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Tod  Heatly 's  to^elosely  to  the  limits  laid  down  by  the 
interest  is  mortgaged,  but  the  Crown  rent  Department,  although  they  do  not  exceed 
is  still  paid  by  him.  |  them  ?    I  beg  also  to  ask  the  right  hon. 

Mr.  KNOX  :  Is  not  Lord  Clanricarde  I  Gentleman    whether     the     Department 
the    mortgagee    of    Mr.  Tod    Heatly's  |  have  reiluced  the  variable  grant  under 


interest  ? 

Sir    J.    T.    HIBBERT 
that  that  is  a  fact. 


I    believe 


BELFAST  TBLEGBAPH  OFFICB. 
Mr.  KNOX  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master General  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  complaint  that  substi- 
tutes, at  12b.  a  week,  are  employed  to  do 
a  great  part  of  the  work  in  the  Belfast 
Telegraph  Office  ;  what  is  the  maximum, 
and  what  the  minimum,  number  of  such 
substitutes  employed  at  any  one.  time 
during  the  pasit  12  months  ;  and  whether 
nuiny  of  these  substitutes  are  employed  at 
night  work  ? 

ths  postmaster  general 

(Mr.  A.  MoBLET,  Nottingham^  £*)  ^ 
In  addition  Uo  the  137  Estoblished  offieers, 
I  find  that  on.  an  average  12  substiiates 
have  been  employed  durmgthe  past 
year  in  the  Belfast  Telegraph  Offieoi  It 
cannot  be  said,  therefore,  that  the  aubsti* 


Article  98,  Section  (b),  of  the  Code,  in 
the  case  of  Christ  Church  Voluntary 
School,  Lowestoft,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  school  has  earned  the  ex- 
cellent merit  grant  for  many  years  past ; 
what  is  the  reason  for  such  reduction  ; 
is  he  aware  that  the  reduction,  amount- 
ing to  about  £26,  is  a  very  serious  matter 
to  the  school,  and  may  lead  to  its  being 
closed  ;  what  is  the  number  of  school 
piaees  in  th&  said  school  a^  recognised  by 
the  Department,  and  the  average  attend* 
anoe  for  the  laet  school  year  reported 
npont  and  will  he  inqnine  into  the  matter 
persoDally,  with  a -view  tO'caacelling  the 
reduction  ?  And  I  further  desire  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Grenllemaii  whether,  if  t^e 
managers  of  .  Christ  Church  Infant 
School,  Lowestoft^  shoald  refine  to 
admit  .childrenup  to  the  limit  of  aoeom- 
anodation  reeognwed  by  the  Departtnenty 
they-  will  en£mger  their  whole  grant 
from  the  ^Department ;  wfaila  .if  they  admit 
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ohiUiBn  up  to  the  recognifled  Umit^  or 
even  up  to  last  year'a  aTomge  onlj^ 
/they  are  liable  to  FednctioB  of  £e  grant 
;  for  crowded. accommodatioh;  and  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  the  school  ih  qnes^- 
tion  ia  ooe  of  the  brightest,  best  lighted^ 
and  healthiest 'schools  in  Lowestoft  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND  ;  The  three  questionB 
of  the  hon.  Member  appear  all  to  refer  to 
the  Christ  Church  Infants'  School  at 
Lowestoft.  I  have  directed  a  special  ia- 
qairy  on  the  -whole  matter  to  *be  rniade 
by  Mr.  Sharpe,  Her  Majeftt/s  Senior 
Chief  Inspector,  who  will  visit  Lowestoft 
at  an  early^  date  for  that  purpose.  He 
will  inquire*  into  the  reason  for  the  pay- 
mekit  of  the  variable  grant  at  the  middle 
rate  of  4s.,  instead  of  at  the  highest  wite  of 
68.,  as  well  as  into  the  other  points  men- 
tioned by  the  hon.  Member — ^th^  march- 
ing space  and  the  premises  generally. 
I  shall  be  happy  to  communicate  any 
decision  arrived  at  in  the  matter  to*  the 
hon.  Member  after  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  considering  Mr.  Sharpe's 
Report. 

Mr.  harry  foster  :  I  should 
like  to  point  ont  that  one  of  my  qnes-i 
tions  raises  a  general  principle,  and  does 
not  specifically  refer  to  this  school. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  :  Is 
the  hon.  Member  entitled  to  put  a  ques^ 
tion  of  principle  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND  J  I  can  only  say  I 
will  give  this  matter  close  personal 
attention. 

EVICTED     FARMS     ON      THE 
MA8&ARBENE    ESTATE. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Seoretajry  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Dlistrict  Inspector  Browne*  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary,  Drogheda,  has  been 
in  the  habit  of  sending  a  horse  to  grass 
gratis  on  the  .evicted  farms  at  Collon,  on 
the  Massaie^ie  Estate,  County  Louth, 
and  of  requiring  the  mounted  constable 
at  GoUon  to  look  after  the  horse  daily ; 
and  whether  the  Inspector  General  will 
takeiany  action*  in  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  The  Distriot 
Inspector  to  whom  the  matter  has  been 
refenred  steles  that  there  is  no  truth  in 
the  allegations  in  question. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  if  the  right 
houw  Gentleman  inquired  of  anyone 
besides  the  District  Inspector  ? 


r  Mm.  J.  MORLEY:  The  proper 
course  is  to  apply  to  the  offioer  in  charge. 
The  incident  that  originated  the  report 
would  appear  to  be  this :  that  some  years 
ago  a  Shetland  pony  belonging  to  the 
wife  of  the  officer  in  question  grazed  a 
farm  in  the  locality. 

BITILDIKG  SOCIETIES. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  when  the  Re- 
turn of  Building  Societies,  moved  for  on 
11th  January,  will  be  circulated  to  Metn- 
bersP 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Georoe  Russell,  North 
Beds.)  i  The  whole  of  the  manuscript  of 
this  Return  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
printers  since  the  17th  ultimo,  when  it 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  by  tbe  House. 
I  understend  from  the  printers  that  tebl^s 
of  figures  such  as  the  Return  consists  of 
take  longer  to  print  than  mere  letter- 
press. They  will,  however,  lose  no  time 
in  setting  up  the  type,  and  will  send  on 
the  proof  in  instelments  to  the  Home 
Office,  where  there  will  be  no  delay  in 
correcting  it. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  Can  the  hon.  Gen- 
tieman  give  any  indication  when  we  may 
expect  it  ? 

Mr.  GEORGE  RUSSELL :  No,  Sir  ; 
it  is  impossible  to  do  that. 

COLDBATH  FIELDS  MONBST  ORDER 
OFFICE. 

Mr.  E.  H.  BAYLEY  (Camberwell, 
N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral whether,  pending  the  alterations  to 
the  Money  Order  Office  in  Coldbath 
Fields,  he  will  arrange  for  the  staff  to  be 
accommodated  elsewhere,  Lord  Playfair 
and  Dr.  Corfield  having  reported  that  is 
not  justifiable  to  continue  the  use  of  the 
offices  iu  their  present  condition  ;  whe- 
ther the  floor  of  the  chapel  will  be  raised 
within  four  of  the  windows  as  suggested  ; 
and  whether  tbe  use  of  the  lower  rooms 
will  be  discontinued  ? 

Mr.  a.  MORLEY  ;  I  must  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  answer  I  gave  on 
Friday  last  to  tbe  hon.  Member  for  the 
Watford  Division,  that  the  alterations 
to  the  Money  Order  Office  can  be  carried 
out  without  interruption  to  the  use  of  the 
building.  The  answer  to  the  last  para- 
graph is  in  the  negative.     It  is  not  pro- 
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poM  Itoniae  tile  Aoor^t  Hie  eld  otat]^!, 
but' the  window  artJbdiQg  i^ltei^d  in  ao«' 
eordanoe  with'  Ute  rteommendation  ia 
Lord  Playfair  and  Dr.  Corfield^l  Repoopt. 

THE  APPL£DORB  OONTBAGT. 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  it  is 
a  fact  that  the  Board  of  Tmde  have 
giTen  their  sanction  to  the  A/ppIedore 
contract ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
formerly  the  work  was  looked  after  bj 
a  Board  of  Trade  Sorvejor,  but  aincethe 
recent  appointment  of  a  London  foroman 
shipwright  the  sorveyiiig  is  not  closely 
watched  ;  whether  supervision  is  now 
used  to  see  that  the  work  is  properly 
done  ;  and  whether  the  names,  ai^ 
amounts  of  the  various  tenders  will  be 
supplied  when  the  contracts  are  finished 
as  agreed  upon  with  respect  to  certain 
Admiralty  contracts  ? 

Mb.  BBYCE  :  The  statutory  sanction 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  has  been  given  to 
the  Appledore  contract  accepted  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights.  The 
Commissioners  formerly  obtained  the 
services  of  the  surveyors  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  superintend  the  repairs  of  their 
light  vessels,  but  this  work  is  now  done 
by  their  own  foreman  shipwright  under 
the  direction  of  theur  Inspector  of 
Lights.  They  inform  me  that  the 
superintendence  is  done  in  a  most 
thorough  manner,  and  that  the  strictest 
supervision  is  exercised.  The  names 
of  the  firms  tendering  and  the  amounts  of 
the  tenders  invited  by  General  Light- 
house Authorities  who  are  not  Govern- 
ment Departments  have  not  been  hereto- 
fore laid  before  Parliament,  and  I  am 
advised  that  in  the  absence  of  statutory 
authority  I  cannot  require  this  to  be 
done. 

Mb.  FIELD :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  inquire  if  the  Fair  Wages 
Resolution  is  enforced  in  the  mattor  of 
this  contract  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  The  Board  of  Trade 
did  communicate  with  the  Commissioners 
of  Irish  Lights  on  the  question,  and  they 
required  that  fhey  did  not  feel  bound  to 
make  any  inquiries  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  field  :  Am  I  to  understand 
the  Board  of  Trade  are  in  favour  of 
sending  trish  Work  over  to  England  ? 

Mb.  BRTCE  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  certainly  Understand  nothing  of  the 
kind.     The  fbct  is,  we  have  noting  to 

Mr.  A,  Morley 


do  witli  tiia  adooptonoe  of  these :  coatmota* 
lean  do  nothing  further  than  exercise  a 
purely  financial  oootrol. 

Mb.  FLYli^N  (Cork,  N.K) :  Is  tho 
Irish  Board  responsible  to  no  authority 
in  tbb  House  ior  failing  to  oarry  oat  the 
Fair  Wages  Reaolution  ?  ' 

Mb.  BRYCE  :  I,  thiqk  oq^i.  It  14  not 
a  Government  Departipeiit  ItconsideKS 
it  is  not  bound  by  the  Resolution  of  the 
House*  .   1 

Mb.  FIELD:  Will  the  Board  of 
Trade^  in  conjunction  with  th^  Chief 
8eeretary,  endeavour  to  reform  the  oob? 
stitution  of  the  Board  ? 

Mb,  BRYCE:  As  my  right  hon. 
Friend  stated  the  other  day,  that  matter 
is  engaging  the  attention  of  Irish  Office 
and  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Mb.  W«  JOHNSTON  :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemai)  intend  to  use  coercion  in 
the  matter  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

THE  CONVERSION  OF  THE  INDIAN 
FOUR  PER  CENT.  RUPEE  LOAN. 

Mb.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.) :  Will 
the  Secretary  for  India  inform  the  House 
what  has  been  the  result  of  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Four  per  Cent.  Indian  Rupee 
Loan  ? 

•Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  :  On  the  3(Hh 
6f  June  last  the  Secretary  of  State 
sanctioned  the  compulsory  conversion  of 
the  1842-43  Four  per  Cents,  into  Three* 
and-a-Half  per  Cents.,  and  at  the  same 
time,  save  holders  of  the  other  rupee 
loans  toe  option  of  a  similar  conversion. 
The  ampunt  of  the  1842-48  loan  was 
2,732  lakhs  df  rupees.  Of  these>  accord- 
ing to  a  telegram  from  India,  2,459  lakhe 
have  been  actuaUy  converted,  and  61 
lakhs  more  have  been  deposited  lor  con- 
version, the  owners  being  at  prescikit 
unable  by  reason  of  absence  to  give  the 
formal  signature  required.  This  l^vea 
a  balancoof  only  212  lakhs  unconverted, 
but  more  than  half  of  this  is  in  the 
country  treasuries,  ffom  which  full  returua 
of  the  oonversion  have  not  yet  been 
received.  The  other  Four  p^  Cent. 
Rupee  Loans  amoanied  >io  about  6,777 
lakhs,  of  wiieh  1,396  lakhs  have  abeady 
been  tendered  for  oon version.  Thus,  the 
total  amount  of  Four  per  Cent.  Rupee 
Debt  tcmdered  for  conversion  is  3,946 
lakhs  out  oi  9,609  iakha,  or  more  than 
two-fifths^ of  the  :  wiiole.    I  hope  the 
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House  will  think  this—* at  indeed  the 
Lklkn  Goyernment  hold  it  to  be**«  moat 
saoceaBfnl  retuit. 

JABEZ  BALF0U3. 

Mr.  STUABT-WOBTLEY  (Shef* 
field,  Hallam):  1  beg  to  Mk  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  A&irs 
whether  it  is  true,  as  stated  in  to-day*8 
newspapers,  that  Jabez  Balfour  is  on  hte 
wmj  to  this  country  ? 

Sir  E.  obey  :  Wt  haye  not  received 
any  oonfirmation  of  that  report,  nor  any 
information  with  regard  to  it. 


THB  RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC 
(AMENDMENT)  BILL. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  :  Can  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  undertake  to 
offer  any  facilities  for  this  Bill  ? 

Sir  W.  IIABCOUBT  :  1  am  happy  to 
hear  from  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  that  the 
negotiations  with  the  parties  are  in  such  a 
favourable  state  that  be  hopes  to  be  able 
to  go  on  with  the  BilL 

Mr.  TOMLINSOX  :  Does  that  mean 
that  time  will  be  given  to  discuss*  it  ? 

Sir  W.  HABCOUBT  :  That  is  cer- 
tainly  my  meaning.  If  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  parties  is  arrived  at,  the  Bill 
will  come  before  the  House  in  its  natural 
form. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  :  What  will 
happen  if  no  agreement  is  come  to  ? 
This  is  a  Bill  which  interests  a  very  large 
number  of  people,  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman must  not  take  it  for  granted  that 
any  arrangement  will  be  bindmg  on  all  of 
us.  It  is  a  matter  of  public  importance, 
and  I  ask  if  an  opportunity  will  be  given 
to  discuss  it  ? 

Mr.  BBYCE  :  This  is  a  Bill  which  I 
hope  is  in  such  a  condition  that,  with 
certain  amendments,  both  parties  in  the 
House  will  be  able  to  allow  it  to  pass.  I 
cannot  say  more  than  this  at  present. 

THB  INDLAN  BUDGET. 
Mr.  GOSCHEN  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  :  May  I  inquire  whe- 
ther the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
can  give  the  House  any  information  as  to 
whether  a  time  can  now  be  fixed  for .  the 
desired  Debate  on  Indian  finance  ?  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot  now  name 
a  day,  I  hope,  at  any  rate,  that  due 
notice  will  be  given,  so  that  hon.  Mem- 


ber who  with  to  take  part  in  theDelkite 
may  BudMarraagtments  to  be  present. 

Sir  W.  HABCOUBT  :  Due  notloe 
will  certainly  be  given.  I  recognise 
the  mat  importance  of  the  subject, 
and  hope  that,  "at  the  beginning  of  next 
week,  I  may  be  able  to  name  the  day 
when  the  discussion  can  take  plffce. 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 


EVICTED    TENANTS    (IRELAND)    ARBI- 

TRATION  BILL. 
COMMITTEE.     [Progrets^  1st  August.^ 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  4. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
38,  after  the  word  ^'  house,''  to  insert  the 
words  "  or  ofSces.** — {Mr.  Clancy.) 

Question  proposed,  ^  That  the  words 
*  or  offices,'  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said, 
he  hoped  the  Government  had  given 
consideration  to  the  matter  since  last 
night,  and  had  been  able  to  arrive  at  a 
conclusion. 

:^a.  J.  MOBLEY  said,  he  had  con- 
sidered the  point,  and  was  prepared  to 
accept  the  word  ''  building  *'  in  place  of 
"  house." 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)  asked 
leave  to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
88,  to  leave  out  ^  house,"  and  insert 
"building."— (iVr.  J.  Morley.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Similar  Amendment  agreed  to  in  line 
41. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said,  he  wished  to 
move,  in  page  3,  line  41,  id^ter  ''house," 
to  insert ''  or  offices,  or  in  sowing  crops  in 
or  stocking  the  holding."  It  was  ridi- 
culous to  send  a  restored  tenant  into  a 
holding  and  leave  him  naked  and  unable 
to  make  use  of  his  farm.  But  he  did 
not  want  to  waste  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee by  arguing  the  matter.  He 
simply  made  this  observation  in  the  hope 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
aceept  the  Amendment. 
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Am^ntoenl  propbsed^  after  •  the  laet 
Amendment,  to  insert  the  w<wde  '*or 
offieesy  OT'tti  sowing  orope  Id  or  stonking 
the  hoidingl"— (ilfr.  CUmcy.) 

Question  proposed,  *^  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted/'  , 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  he  was  sorry 
to  saj  the  Government  could  not  consent 
to  extend  the  pbjeet  for  wtdoh  these 
advances  might  be  made.  Thej  had 
ab-eadj  distinctly  declined  to  extend  that 
object. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  was  sorry 
to  hear  this  announcement.  He  believed 
Sir  James  Mathe  w's  Commisi^ion  had  made 
a  suggestion  that  a  charge  of  this  kind 
should  be  placed  by  the  Guaniians  on  the 
local  rates.  That  seemed  to  him  a  matter 
that  the  Government  might  fairly  take 
into  account,  leaving  it  entirely  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Arbitrators.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  announced  that  the 
Arbitrators  would  be  a  body  who  would 
have  a  general  view  over  all  these  trans- 
actions. What  difference,  then,  could  it 
make  to  the  Government,  there  being  a 
good  case  for  relief  of  this  kind,  if  the 
Arbitrators  were  allowed  to  give  it  ?  The 
cases  where  it  would  be  required  might 
only  be  one,  two,  or  three  out  of  a  large 
number ;  but  in  such  cases  he  did  not  see 
why  the  Government  should  seek  to  re- 
strict the  view  of  the  Arbitrators,  espe- 
cially as  it  was  not  proposed  to  make  the 
operation  niandatory. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  it  was  true 
this  was  one  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  Commission,  but  there  were  other 
recommendations  of  that  Commigsion 
which  the  Government  had  not  been  able 
to  embody  in  the  policy  of  the  Bill.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  object  of  the 
Amendment  was  one  which  they  might 
fairly  expect  the  tenant's  friends  to  effect 
for  him. 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  he  was  still  un- 
willing to  abandon  the  hope  'that  the 
Tifrht  hon.  Gentleman  might  consent  to 
adopt,  if  not  the  words  of  the  Amendment, 
at  all  events  some  modification  of  them. 
He  thought  '*  sowing  crops  '*  and 
"  stocking  the  holding  "  were  large  words, 
and  it  might  be  desirable  to  substitute, 
say,  sowing  the  first  crop.  Might  he 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  of  the 
position  in  which  the  incoming  tenant 
would  stiind,  and  of  the  obligation 
which  would  lie  upon  him  f    He  would 


have  to  provide  in  am  ordinary^ 
year's  rent  for  the  landlord  aBd  half  the 
sum  to  be  paid  to  the.  ontgoing  tenant, 
which  in  some  cases  might  be  a  con- 
siderable amount.  These  two  payments 
wocdd  strain  the  resblirees  of  the  in- 
coming tenant.  There  were  about  4,000 
tenants.  Abodt  2,000  would  have  the 
means  to  sow  their  crops.  Well,  £5  or 
£10  a-pieoe  to  the  others  to  enable  them 
to  crop  their  holdings  would  only  mean 
some  £20^000.  That  would  be  a  small 
sum  to  deduct  from  the  £250,000.  He 
did  not  fiuppose  that  one  year's  rent 
would  amount  to  more  than  £20  per 
tenant,  on  an  average,  or  a  total  of 
£80,000.  That  would  leave  £170,000 
out  of  which  to  satisfy  the  new  tenants. 
A  considerable  sum  would  be  left  after 
those  tenants  were  satisfied.  Of  course, 
if  there  was  no  money  left,  the  Arbitra- 
tors would  not  make  grants  for  cropping  ; 
but  if  there  was  money  left,  surely  the 
Arbitrators  might  be  allowed  a  dis- 
cretion as  to  whether  or  not  it  should  be 
advanced  for  cropping  the  holdings. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  he  assented 
to  the  jiou.  Member's  view  that  if  the 
Arbitrators  had  not  the  money  they  could 
not  make  the  advance.  But  the  hon. 
Member  forgot  how  many  applicants  for 
assistance  there  were  likely  to  be  under 
the  Bill.  It  would  not  be  a  wise  thing 
to  leave  the  Arbitrators  open  to  the 
temptation  to  make  larger  grants  to  some 
tenants  than  to  others. 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  there  were  4,000 
evicted  tenants,  each  of  whom  would 
probably  receive  about  £20,  which  would 
make  £80,000.  There  were  1,500 
planters  who  would  receive  about  three 
years*  rent,  or  £60  each,  making  £90,000. 
The  £80,000  and  the  £90,000  would 
together  amount  to  £170,000,  leaving  a 
balance  of  £80,000,  out  of  which  a  grant 
of  £20  could  be  made  to  each  tenant  if 
necessary  for  a  first  year's  crop.  There 
were  many  who  would  not  require  any- 
thing, so  that  even  after  this  there  would 
be  a  large  surplus  left. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said;  that  in  cases 
where  there  had  be^  a  liu'ge  mass  of 
tenants  evicted  the  catls  npon  their 
neighbours  would  have  been  heavy. 
They  knew  that  charity  grew  cold  after 
a  great  many  years,  even  in  regard  to  the 
most  deserving  cases.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Sedretary  said  he 
did  not  wish  to  impose  npon  the  Arbl- 
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be  the  means  of  rendering  this  Bill,  if 
passed,  really  effective..  He! would  point 
out  that  in  all  tlie  efforts,  private  and 
public,  in  connection  with  the  subject  of 
the  dispossessed  tenants,  the  provision  of 
seed  had  always  been  an  important  ele- 
ment. It  was  one  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred on  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
and  it  was  one  of  those  measures  of 
relief  which  had  been  recognised  equally 
bv  Members  on  either  Front  Bench. 
The  jprovision  of  seed  was  one  of 
the  tilings  recognised  as  necessary) 
and  for  that  reason  he  thought  there  was 
strong  ground  for  urging  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  this  step.  He  wished  to 
add  a  word  coming  direct  from  the 
evicted  tenants  themselves.  He  had 
seen  many  of  the  evicted  tenants, 
who  said  that  reinstatement  wjthout 
help  in  the  way  of  stock  and  seed  would 
be  comparatively  valueless.  He  still 
hoped  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Courtney)  that  there 
might  be  a  possibility  of  a  coiqpromise 
on  this  question,  and  if  such  a  result 
were  happily  arrived  at  this  would  prove 
a  most  useful  power. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.)  said, 
it  would  be  better  for  the  prospects  of 
the  Bill  and  of  the  Government  of  Ire- 
land that  other  Members  of  the  Oppo- 
sttioh  should  take  the  same  view  of  this 
subject  as  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  sat  down  (Sir  A.  BoUit),  who  had 
supported  the  Amendment.  The  action 
of  the  hon.  Member  was  in  8tiK>ng  con- 
trast to  that  of  hon.  Members  who  by 
their  absence  had  shown  the  Irish  people, 
and  the  evicted  tenants  partioularly,  that 
they  were  absolutely  indifferent  to  their 
fate.  For  his  own  part,  be  could  not 
understand  how  it  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment refused  to  accept  the  Amendment. 
He  did  not  believe  the  acceptanee  of  it 
would  mean  the  expenditure  of  a  large 
sum  of  money.  The  Chief  Secretary 
must  know  that  there  were  cases  of 
evicted  tenants  where  it  could  not  be 
necessary  to  expend  ;nuch  .in  repairing 
the  property  ;  and  there  were .  many 
cases  where  no  such  expenditure  would 
be  necessary,  and  where  the  balance 
which  was  proposed  to  allow  the  arbi- 
trator to  give  might  be  spent  in 
procuring  seed  for  the  tenant.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  might  have 
had  it  brought  under  his  notice  that 
with      regard      to      the      tenants      of 

8  Y 


trators  the  temptation  to  use,  their  fuads 
improvidently.    As  they  had  trusted  so 
much  to  the  diseretipqof  ;tbe,Ar|l^itrator8 
they  might  go  a  little  further,  and  trust 
them  to  husband  their  resources*      He 
fancied  the  way  they  would  work  would 
be  this  :     The  landlord  would  in  some 
cases  give  his  consent ;  then  an  order 
would     be     made    for    restoring    the 
tenant.      At  the  moment. of  restoration 
an     order    would     be     made     as    to 
the    amount     of     grant     that    would 
be     necessary     in      connection     with 
the  order  for  restoration.     The  second 
matter  of  grant  would  not  form  a  portion 
of  the  first  order,  but  would  be  held  over. 
The  Commissioners  would  be  anxious  to 
see  what  the  total  amount  of  claim  on 
them  would  be,  and   what  drain  there 
would  be  ou  their  resources.     Under  the 
circumstances,  it  did  not  seem  unreason- 
able to  say  in  the  Bill  that  the  Commis- 
sioners at  such  and  such  times  should 
have  power  to  make  such  and  such  grant 
for  seeding  purposes.     The  right  hon« 
Gentleman  should  not  forget  that  Lord 
Beaeonsfield  had  provided  some  thousands 
of  pounds  for  Turkish  refugees  for  the 
purpoae  of  enabling  them  to  seed  their 
land-— A  strong  order  for  a  British  Prime 
Minister  to  make  in  regard  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  a  foreign  cQuntry.    This  was 
not  a  large  matter,  and  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  make  the  concession. 
Mk.  J.  MOBLEY  said,  it  was  true 
that  this  was  not  a  large  matter.    On 
the  previous  day  he  bad  undertaken  to 
consider  between  thia-  and  the  Beport 
whether  he  could  carry  oat  the  view  of 
the  hon.  Membeor  for  South  Tyrone  as 
to  migration.    He  Indicated  that  he  was 
not  himself  very  sanguine  as  to  the  ope- 
ration being  possible,  but  the  intimation 
that  he  would  comsid/er;  bqyf  f^r  he  co^ald 
entertain  this  proposal  met  with  great 
favoiir  from  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Grangway.    He  would  like  to  observe 
that  a  saMkU  amount  deypted  to  the  pur^ 
poeea  of  migration  would  derange  the 
caloulation  nude  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Kerry. 

•SiB  A.  BOLLIT  (Islmgton,  S.)  said, 
he  thought  that  thia  questipn  deserved 
most  serk>ns  consideration.  If  the 
tenants  .were  to  be  reinatatpd,  apd  funds 
were  to  be  devoted,  to  provide  buildings, 
as  the  House  liad  already  determined, 
the  acceptanee  of  the  present  proposal 
was  bnt  a  small  step  farther,  and  might 

VOL.  XXVII,      [fOUBTH  SERII8.] 
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Lord  de  Freyne,  they  were  reinstated 
some  time  ago  not  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
but  nevertheless  they  were  reinstated, 
and  that  in  their  case  one  of  the  chief 
difficulties  was  to  procure  money  for  pro- 
viding them  with  seed  and  putting  crops 
into  the  land.  The  money  was  provided 
at  the  time  in  the  case  of  those  tenants, 
but  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  since  then 
the  crops  had  been  wantonly  destroyed 
by  the  landlords  Would  not  the  right 
hon,  Greptleman  opposite  say  that  it  was 
r^sonable  tliat  where  money  was  oV 
taina^bi^  »for  buildings,  and  where  they 
were  not  necessary,  the  funds  itiight  be 
ei^pended  in  assisting  the  tenants  to  go 
back  to  their  farms  to  crop  them  and  to 
work  them  ?  He  could  not  see  why  this 
amount  should  Ibe  confined  to  the  repair 
of  buildings  alone,  and  why  it  was  not 
just  as  reasonable  to  ask  that  if  money 
of  this  kind  was  to  be  granted  to  help 
the  tenant  to  settle  again  it  should  not 
be  given  to  him  to  help  him  to  crop  his 
land.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Dublin  would  go  to  a  Division  on 
this  matter,  because  the.  Chief  Secretary 
had  given  no  reason  why  the  Amend- 
ment should  not  be  accepted. 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston)  said,  that 
if  the  Amendment  were  pressed  to  a 
Division  he  should  vote  with  the  Irish 
Members,  beoaosa  he  thought  the  position 
of  the  Governmont  was  most  illogical. 
He  was  not  ^  hearty  9upporter  of  the 
Bill,  but  he  did  think  that  if  there  were 
tenants  who  were  to  he  reinstated  it  was 
no  Qse  acting  la  a  half-hearted  fashion. 
They  were  going  to  lend  mooey  for  re- 
btiilding  booses,  but  they  were  refusing 
grants  for  what  was  much  more  impor- 
tant-^namely,  re-stocking  the  farma  and 
buying  seed*  He  had  said  on  previous 
occasions  that  there  were  certain  tenants 
who  ought  to  be  reinstated,  and  his  view 
was  th*t  the  thing  ought  to  be  done 
thoroughly  well  and  not  in  a  half-hearted 
way. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  put  them  to 
the  trouble  of  dividing  against  him.  Their 
request  did  not  amount  to  a  very  large 
Order. 

"'Mr.  sexton  suggested  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  should  consider  between 
this  and  the  Report  whether  it  was  not 
possible  to  accept  the  Amendment.  They 
might  be  able  in  conference  to   satisfy 

Mr.  fV.  Redmond 


him  that  the  financial  objections   were 
not  insuperable. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  In  view  of  the 
pressure  that  seems  to  come  from  all  parts 
of  the  House,  I  will  consent  to  consider 
this  matter,  and,  if  possible,  come  to  an 
arrangement. 

Amendment,  by  leavct  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CLANCY  moved  to  amend 
Clause  4  by  striking  out  the  words 
limiting  the  grant  to  £50  and  inserting 
words  enabling  the  Arbitrators  to  make  a 
grant  of  such  sum  as  they  might  thiiiirk 
fit.  He  said  It  appeared  to  htm  that  if 
the  Government  refused  to  accept  such 
an  Amendment  as  this  they  woufd  be 
showing  a  very  poor  opinion  of  the  three 
gentlemen  whom  they  proposed  to 
appoint  as  Arbitrators.  Surely  they 
must  leave  it  to  these  gentlemen  to 
decide  whether  the  sum  of  £50  should 
not  be  increased  in  special  cases.  There 
were  many  cases  on  whidh  not' liearlj 
£50  would  be  required.  In  some  case^ 
perhaps  not  even  £10  would'  bid  asked 
for,  but  there  were  a  few  cases  in  lehicli 
£50  would  not  meet  the  requirements. 
He  thought  it  would  be  a  most  ridfdulous 
thing  if  they  could  not  trust  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Arbitrators,  and  if  they 
could  not  give  them  a  perfectly  ffee  dis- 
cretion and  afiree  hand  in  the  matter. 

Amendment  proposed^  iu  .|Migei'  3, 
litie  41,  to  leave  out  the  werdaftia  sum 
not  exeeeding  fifty  pounds,"  akid  insert 
the  words  ^  sncb  sum  as  they  may=  deem 
«t."~(Afr  Clmu^.) 

Questiou  proposed,  ^'.  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Ckuse." 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  am  afraid  that 
I  cannot  accept  this  Amendment.  No 
doubt  in  many  cases  £100  would  not 
be  an  excessive  grant,  and  if  we  wer^ 
dealing  with  an  unlimited  amottut  I 
should  be  glad  to  give  it.  But  the 
sum  at  my  disposal  is  small,  and  might 
possibly  be  subject  to  a  treble  deiiiand 
for  arrears,  compensation,  and  dilapida- 
tions, and  I  tfaei^fore  Cannot  afibi^l  to 
make  the  grant  more  than  £50. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.)  said, 
he  thought  that  the  Grovernment  migiit 
very  well  have  left  this  matter  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Arbitrators.  It  was 
presumed  that  they  were  reasonable  and 

Digitized  byOOOQK^ 


1598  SvkUd  TenanU         {2  August  1894]  (Ireland)  ArbUration  Bill.  15S4: 


impartial  men,  and  he  could  not  under- 
fitand  why  the  Chief  Secretary  should 
hamper  their  powers  on  such  a  point  as 
this.  There  were  many  oases  in  which 
£50  would  not  be  sufScient,  and  if  the 
matter  were  left  to  the  Arbitrators  he  1 
did  not  think  any  harm  could  be  done,  j 
Surely  they  might  be  expected  to  keep  i 
their  eye  on  the  public  money  quite  as  well 
as  the  Chief  Secretary.  He  did  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  accept  the 
Amendment,  and  not  n^erely.  meet  it  in 
an  amiable  way  i^id  wi^hr  &  pleasant 
smile  by  announcing  that  he  would  con- 
sider it  before  the  Report  stage.  While 
he  gave  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  credit 
for  good  intentions,  he  was  bound  to  say 
the  promise  to  consider  the  matter  before 
the  Report  stage  was  not  a  very  alluring 
one,  because  they  might  anticipate  when 
the  Report  stage  was  reached  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  come  to  them  with 
an  equally  amiable  manner,  but  without 
his  sinile,  and  say  that  he  would  not 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  J.  REDMOND  (Waterford)  said, 
he  could  understand  the  right  hon«  Gen- 
tleman standing  out  for  some  limit  with 
the  view  of  checking  undue  expenditiue 
on  the  part  of  the  Arbitrators,  but  he 
could  not  understand  how  it  was  that 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed 
to  set  apart  only  £100,000  for  the 
purpose  he  had  the  limit  of  JE50;  and  yet 
now,  when  he  had  in^'reased  the  sum  to 
£250,000,  he  stiil' retained  the  same 
limit. 

Mb.  J,  MORLE  Y  said,,  the  ftrgumeat 
was  a  very  ingenious  one;  but  his  reply 
was  that,  though  he  was  only  able  to  put 
£100,000  in  the  Bill  originally,  be  hafl 
hoped  from  the.  first  to  make  the  sum 
larger.  Considerii^c  how  far  the  Go- 
vernment had  gone  m.  putting  this  pro- 
posal in  the  Bill: — ^and  £50  was  no  incon- 
siderable sum — he  hoped  hon.  Members 
would  not  press  the  Amendment  to. ft 
Division.  He  would  relieve  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Clare  on  this  occasion 
by  stating  that  he  could  not  even  promise 
to  reconsider  his  decision  before  Report. 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  he  believed  that 
in  most  cases  £50  would  be  found  to  be 
sufficient,  but  he  would  like,  to  ask  the 
right.hon.. Gentleman  whether  it  would 
■not  be  possible,  while  fixing  a  limit  for 
ordinary  cases,  to  give  the  Arbitrators  a 
discretion  in  cases  where  in  their  opinion 


special    and    exceptional   circumstances 
existed. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  thought  these 
special  and  exceptional  cases  ought  to  be 
met  by  Irish  generosity.  Did  not  hon. 
Members  see  what  an  invitation  the 
Amendment,  if  carried,  would  be  to  put 
pressure  on  the  Arbitrators  ?  .  He 
thought  it  better  that  that  prcssui"^ 
shpuld  be  faced  noiy.  Si^rely;  they /had 
&ome  right  to  expect  that  q^ch  ca^i^s 
should  be  assisted  by  Irish  generosi^ 
and  local  organisation. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  said,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  think  that  the 
object  of  the  Amendment  w(4s  to  extend 
the  limit  of  £50  in  all  cases,  but  that 
was  not  their  intention.  /They.  Jcnew 
there  were  some  cases  in  which  £50 
would  not  be  sufficient ;  but  he  thought, 
bearing  in  mind  that  in  other  cases  so 
milch,  under  £50  would  suffice,  they 
might  in  a  few  eases  allow  the  limit  to 
be  extended  beyond  £5(K 

Sir  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN  (Den- 
bighshire, E)  was  understood  to  suggest 
to  hon.  Members  from  Ireland  that  the 
extension  of  the  limit  beyond  £50  would 
seriously  restrict  the  chances  of  dealing^ 
with  the  elalms  of  the  general  body  of 
tcftianils. 

.  Question  put. 

The  Committee,  divided  ^— Ayes  lOi ;. 
Noes  54.-— (Division  Lfst,  No.  207.) 

Ckttse  5. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  J.  Morley,  the- 
following  Amendment  yraa  agreed  to  : — 
Page  4,  line  2,  .leave  out,  *^one  hun- 
dred,** and  insert,  ''two  hundred  and 
fifty." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

]tf R.  J«  MORLEY  moved,  in  page  4* 
line  16,  after  the  word  f^say,"  to  insert — 

*<  Pien  Francis  White,  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
Counsel  in  Dublin ;  Oeorge  Fottrelli  BoUcitor^ 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  for  the  County  and  City  of 
Dublin  ;  and  Edward  Greer,  solicitor  and  legal 
Assistant  Commissioner  to  the  Irish  Land  Com- 
mission.** 

He  said,  the  Arbitrators  wonld  hav^ 
power  to  make  their  own  rules  as  to  the 
form  of  their  procedure. 

Question,  *^  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,'*  put,  and  agreed  to. 

3  Y  2 
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Db.  KENNY  moved  an  Amendment 
to  omit  the  second  paragraph  of  Sub- 
section 4,  which  pravi4e6  that,  subject  to 
the  regulations  of  the  Treasury,  the  Arbi- 
trators should  employ  the  examiners  and 
valuers  of  the  Land  Commission  in  car- 
rying out  the  measure.  He  confessed 
that  he  felt  little  confidence  in  those 
officials. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
paragraph  2  of  Sub-section  4. — {Dr. 
Kenny.) 

Question  proposed,  ^'  That  paragraph 
2  stand  part  of  the  Clause.** 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  mid,  he  certainly 
ooald  not  assent  to  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  CLANCY  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  give  some  reason  for  bis 
jrefiisal. 

Ms.  J.  MORLEY  said,  that  a  great 
saving  both  of  time  and  money  would  be 
secured  by  employing  the  examiners  and 
valuers  of  the  Land  Commission.  Other- 
wise, a  very  heavy  charge  would  be  in- 
curred, and  without  the  prospect  of 
getting  better  men  for  the  w</rk.  The 
matter  had  been  carefully  considered. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  recognised  that 
expedition  in  applying  the. measure  was  a 
point  of  great  importance ;  and  as  the  ap- 
pointment of  other  examiners  and  valuers 
might  cause  considerable  delay,  he  should 
not  support  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  T.  M.  BEALY  thought  tli^, 
under  the  circumstances,  the  Grovemment 
had  adopted  a  reasonable  course  in  the 
matter. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  proposed,  ^  That  the  Clause 
be  added  to  the  Bill.** 

Mb.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodn|in) 
said,  that  un  the  Second  ^Reading  of  the 
Bill  he  understood  the  Chief  Secretary, 
when  referring  to  the  conduct  and  duties 
of  the  Arbitratom,  to  intimate  that  they 
might  sit  in  private.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
thought  the  matter  out,  or  spoke  merely 
from  personal  impression,  but  he  con- 
fessed that  he  heard  the  remark  with 
some  surprise,  and,  from  such  attention 
as  he  had  been  able  to  give  to  the  ques- 
tion, it  appeared  to  bim  that  it  would  be 
most  undesirable  that  the  Arbitrators 
should  conduct  their  proceedings  in  pri- 


vate. Considering  the  difficulties  that 
might  arise,  and  the  differences  that 
might  have  to  be  decided  upon  as  between 
petitioner  and  respondent,  he  feared  that, 
if  the  Arbitrators  sat  and  discussed  in 
private,  their  judgments  might  not  be 
received  with  the  confidence  they  ought 
to  be — that  the  defeated  party  might,  in 
such  circumstances,  easily  give  currency 
to  unfair  and  inaccurate  statements  re- 
garding the  action  of  the  Arbitrators, 
and  thus  cause  much  dissatisfaction. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  said,  he  had  taken 
great  pains  to  ascertain  the  opinion  of 
persons  of  great  weight  and  experience 
in  Dublin  on  the  point  raised  by  his 
right  hon.  Friend,  and  their  judgment 
was  that  it  would  be  better  to  conduct 
the  proceedings  in  private  than  in  public, 
for  very  often  in  cases  of  this  kind  the 
publicity  of  the  proceedings  between  the 
parties  were  burnished  up  and  exagge- 
rated by  public  prints,  which  naturally 
caused  exasperation.  He  understood 
that  in  England  Courts  of  Arbitration 
were  almost  invariably  private.  He  re- 
minded the  Conmiittee  that  as  the  Bill 
stood  it  would  be  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Arbitrators  to  hold  their  Court  in  public 
or  in  private.  No  doubt  if  they  thought 
a  case  required  publicity  they  would  hear 
it  in  public.  He '  thought  the  matter 
might  be  safely  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Arbitrators. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  thought 
that,  in  the  interests  of  the  landlords  as 
well  as  of  the  tenants,  the  Arbitrators* 
Courts  should  be  public.  Undoubtedly 
there  were  *^ wastrel**  tenants  who  did 
not  deserve  any  consideration,  and  if  a 
man  sought  the  benefits  of  the  Bill  and 
the  protection  of  the  Court,  whose  dfsas- 
terk  had  been  brought  about  simply  by 
his  own  misconduct,  the  landlord  should 
be  able  to  publicly  show  this.  There 
should  be  no  ground  for  snspidon  that 
the  Arbitrators  had  been  "ear-wigged" 
beforehand  to  take  particular  -r^ses  in 
private.  The  rule  should  be  for  the 
Courts  to  be  public  unless  the  parties 
desired  the  proceedings  to  be  private. 

Mb.  CLANCY  said,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  keep  the  prbceedings  of  the 
Courts  private.  If  any  attempt  were 
made  to  do  so,  unauthorised — and  per- 
haps incorrect — reports  of  what  occurred 
would  appear  regularly  in  next  day's 
newspapers. 
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Mr.  sexton  said,  that  the  prooeed- 
ings  of  the  Courts  should  be  public,  to 
avoid  unfouaded  appreheasioDS  and  sus- 
picious. The  decisions  of  the  Court 
would  command  more  public  respect  if 
given  publicly.  He  was  Urmly  tsonvinced 
that  the  interests  of  landlords  and  tenants 
and  the  community  would  be  best  secured 
bj  accepting  the  suggestion  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Bodmin  (Mr.  Courtney), 
whose  suggestions  were  generally  sound 
and  well-considered. 

Sib  a.  ROLLIT  said,  he  agreed  in 
the  argument  that,  generally  speaking, 
the  Arbitrators'  Courts  should  be  public. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  said,  many  authori- 
ties in  Ireland  were  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Courts  being  private,  but 
after  the  expression  of  opinion  in  the 
House  he  would  further  consider  the 
matter. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  moved,  in  page  5, 
line  29,  at  end,  insert — 

''  The  expression  *  holding  *  means  a  holding 
as  defined  in  The  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881, 
which  iamgricultural  or  pastorfU,  or  partly  agri- 
cultural and  partly  pastoral,  in  its  character, 
unless  the  tenancy  in  such  holding  has  been 
decided  under  The  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act, 
1881,  or  any  Act  amending  or  incorporating  the 
same,  to  be  a  tenancy  within  the  exceptions  set 
forth  in  Section  58  of  the  said  Act  of  1881." 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.** 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY  pointed  out  that 
a  sub-let  holding  would  be  excluded  from 
the  scope  of  the  Arbitrators*  powers. 
There  were  a  nUiUber  of  cases  in  which 
it  had  been  held  that  where  the  lease  of 
a  farm  contained  a  covenant  that  the 
tenant  should  give  up  five  acres  if  the 
landlord  required  it  for  a  church  or  for 
cottages,  and  that  covenant  had  been 
acted  upon,  the  holding  would  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  benefits  of  the  Land  Act. 
The  Grovernment  proposed  to  import  into 
this  Bill  all  the  decisions  disqualifying 
tenants  from  availing  themselves  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Land  Acts,  and  to  make 
the  evicted  tenants  the  victims  of  those 
decisions.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
Amendment,  if  adopted  in  its  present 
form,  would  absolutely  stereotype  eviction. 
It  seemed  to  him  that,  whoever  advised 
the  Governnient  to  bring  in  this  Amend- 


ment, had  taken  a  most  unwise  course. 
It  was  because  the  Land  Act  had  not 
been  sufiiciently  general  in  its  applica- 
tion all  over  Ireland  that  so  many 
evictions  had  taken  place,  and  yet  it  was 
proposed  to  exclude  from  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill  every  tenant  who  had  not 
had  the  benefit  of  the  Land  Act.  The 
result  of  adopting  the  Amendment  would 
in  his  judgment  be  that  every  tenant  who 
was  excluded  from  the  Acts  of  1881  and 
1887  as  a  result  of  the  decisions  to  which 
he  had  alluded  would  be  now  held  to  be 
incapable  of  getting  the  benefit  of  the 
Arrears  Act,  and  would  practically  be 
regarded  as  an  outlaw  from  an  agrarian 
point  of  view. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  this  was  a  very 
difiicuit  and  complicated  matter,  and  he 
doubted  whether  the  precise  effect  of  the 
phrases  used  in  the  Amendment  was 
within  the  comprehension  of  any  layman  ; 
but  he  had  given  them  the  best  con- 
sideration in  his  power,  and  he  thought 
they  were  open  to  comment.  The  defini- 
tion of  a  "  holding  *'  in  the  Land  Act  of 
1881  was  "a  parcel  of  land,"  and  the 
Solicitor  General  (Sir  R.  Reid)  said  that 
a  parcel  of  land  might  be  held  to  denote 
a  house.  If  this  was  the  difficulty  to  be 
cured,  it  could  be  cured  by  a  less  elaborate 
definition.  He  feared  that  the  intro- 
duction of  this  definition  might  have 
serious  consequences  in  the  case  of  some 
tenants  who  would  otherwise  be  entitled 
to  re-admission  under  the  Bill.  There 
were  two  questions  which. ought  to  be 
kept  separate  :  The  first  was,  as  to  what 
tenants  had  a  right  to  re-instatement  ? 
That  was  a  question  very  proper  for  the 
Arbitrators  to  consider.  The  second 
was,  what  was  the  legal  status  of  a 
tenant  in  regard  to  a  fair  rent  ?  This 
was  a  subject  which  need  not  be  treated 
before  the  re-admission  of  the  tenant,  but 
might  be  dealt  with  afterwards.  Yes- 
terday two  Amendments  were  inserted 
in  the  Bill,  one  of  them  providing 
that  the  tenant  after  re-instatement 
should  have  the  same  kind  of  tenancy  as 
he  would  have  had  if  he  had  not  been 
evicted,  and  the  other  providing  as  to  the 
persons  who  might  have  their  rents  fixed. 
Under  these  Amendments  the  future 
tenant  would  be  entitled  to  re-admission, 
although  he  never  had  a  right  to  have  a 
fair  rent  fixed.  If  the  present  Amend- 
ment were  carried  certain  classes  of  present 
tenants  or  persons  who  woul4  have  been 
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present  teuants  if  thej  had  not  been 
evicted  would  be  placed  in  a  worse  posi- 
tion under  this  Bill  than  that  which  the 
future  tenant  would  occupy.  The  closing 
words  of  the  Amendment  were — 

*^  oaless  the  tenancy  in  such  holding  ha»  been 
decided  under  The  Land  I<aw  (Ireland)  Act, 
1881,  or  any  Act  amending  or  incorporating  the 
same,  to  be  a  tenancy  within  the  exceptions  set 
forth  in  Section  58  Of  the  said  Act  of  1881.** 

The  exceptions  of  Section  58  did  not 
apply  at  all  to  the  future  tenant,  because 
they  only  related  to  the  fixing  of  fair 
rent.  When  the  present  tenant  came 
forward  it  would  be  considered  whether 
he  was  a  person  entitled  to  have  a  fair 
rent  fixed.  The  Arbitrators  would  be 
obliged,  owing  to  the  wording  of  this 
Amendment,  to  decide  against  a  man  who 
might  otherwise  have  a  fair  rent  fixed. 
This,  he  thought,  was  a  conclusive  reason 
kgainst  the  insertion  of  the  latter  part  of 
the  Amendment.  Of  course,  it  was  clear 
enough  that  the  Bill  intended  that  the 
man  to  be  restored  to  his  holding  was  to 
be  a  farmer  and  not  a  townsman  ;  but  if 
the  Legislature  laid  on  the  Arbitrators  a 
strict  obligation  to  say  whether  the  hold- 
ing was  agricultural  or  pastoral,  it  laid 
upon  them  tlie  duty  of  deciding  a  most 
complicated  legal  question.  If  the  deci- 
sion were  given  against  the  landlord,  he 
might  set  the  law  in  operation  against 
them  on  the  ground  that  they  had  decided 
a -question  of  law  against  the  t«ue  mean- 
ing of  the  law.  The  difficulty  would  begot 
over  if  the  Amendment  were  so  altered  as 
to  make  the  opinion  of  the  Arbitrators 
on  the  subject  final  and  if  the  second  part 
of  it  were  left  out. 

Sir  R.  T.  BEID  said,  this  was  a 
purely  legal  question.  It  was  contended 
that  the  words  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment might  have  the  effect  of  narrowing 
the  possibility  of  reinstatement*  thereby 
excluding  some  of  those  cases  which  had 
been  already  decided,  and  putting  the 
evicted  tenant  in  a  worse  position  than 
the  future  tenant.  That  certainly  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government ;  but  as 
the  questions  had  been  raised,  he  would 
not  ask  the  Committee  to  accept  the 
Amendment  at  the  present  stage,  but 
would  suggest  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  should  assist  him  to  get  words 
which*would  be  unobjectionable.  It  was, 
of  course,  a  mere  question  of  legal  defini- 
tion. 

Jlr.  Sexton 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  8. 

Sir  a.  HAYTER  (Walsall)  sug- 
gested that  the  short  title  of  the  Bill 
should  be  altered  to  *^  Restoration  of 
Tenants  (Arbitration)  Bill.*'  The  Bill 
dealt  with  other  tenants  besides  those 
who  had  been  evicted,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  omit  the  won! 
"Evicted." 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "Evicted,*'  in  order  to  insert  the 
words  "Restoration  of." — {Sir  A. 
Hayter.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  Evicted  '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  suggested  that 
the  short  title  of  the  Bill  could  be  altered 
in  the  Office  without  the  intervention  of 
the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  that  was  not 
the  case.  If  it  were  thought  needful  to 
alter  the  short  title,  it  must  be  done  in 
Committee. 

Mr.  sexton  observed  that  in  his 
opinion  the  best  title  would  be  "  Former 
Tenants  (Arbitration)  Bill." 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  do  not  see  why 
we  should  not  make  the  short  title 
"  Tenants  Arbitration  (Ireland)  Bill." 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed,  after  "arbitra- 
tion" to  insert  ("Ireland").— (^r.  J. 
Morley.) 

Question,  "  That  ('  Ireland ')  be  there  in- 
serted," put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  moved,  in  page  5, 
after  Clause  6,  to  insert  the  following 
clause : — 

(Application  of  Act.) 

'*  (1)  Where  it  appears  to  the  Arbitrators  that 
the  tenancy  in  a  holding  is  held  for  the  land- 
lord, or  that  a  person  is  in  occnpation  of  the 
holding  as  the  nominee  •  of  the  landlord,  they 
shall  deal  with  the  tenancy,  and  this  Act  shall 
apply  in  like  manner  as  if  the  tenancy  had  been 
(letermlnwi  and  the  holding  were  in  the  occu- 
pation of  the  landlord. 

(2)  Where  it  appears  to  the  Arbitraton  that 
part  of  a  holding  is  in  the  occnpation  of  the 
landlord  and  part  in  the  occupation  of  a  new 
tenant,  they  snail  deal  with  each  part,  and  this 
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Act  being  made  nugatory  by  the  fact 
that  the  landlord  Iiad  let  the  holding  for 
'^  temporary  convenience." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  That  is  the  ex- 
preesiou  used  in  the  Land  Act. 

Sir  B.  T.  BEID  said,  that  no  doubt 
that  might  be  a  legal  term  in  Ireland, 
but  it  was  not  in  this  country.  It  was 
to  be  presumed  that  the  hon»  Qeotlenmn 
meant  by  ''  a  letting  for  temporary  con- 
venience ''  some  arrangement  whieh  did 
not  create  a  tenancy.  It  was  obvious 
that  it  was  not  intended  that  such  an 
arrangement  should  prevent  the  com- 
pulsory powers  of  the  Act  coming  into 
force.  He  thought  that  a  temporary- 
letting  would  amount  to  the  landlord 
being  in  occupation,  and,  if  that  were  so, 
the  Amendment  would  not  be  necessary. 
At  any  rate,  it  was  Impossible,  on  the 
spur  of  the  moment,  to  accept  an  Amend- 
ment of  this  character.  If  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  thought  there  was 
room  for  doubt  he  would  consider  the 
matter  before  Beport. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  the  law  in 
Ireland  was  rather  different  from  what 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
outlined.  Letting  for  a  man's  whole  life 
in  Ireland  had  been  held  to  be  a  letting  for 
temporary  convenience.  It  was,  therefore, 
necessary  to  be  rather  guarded  in  these 
matters.  There  was  something  to  be 
considered  why  they  should  not  insert 
the  words  "letting  for  temporary  con- 
venience,**  leaving  the  other  questions  to 
a  later  stage  of  the  Bill.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  see  their  way  to 
accepting  those  words. 

Sib  B.  T.  BEID  said,  be  supposed 
what  the  hop.  Gentleman  meant  bv  the 
words  was  some  arrangement  whickd^d 
not  create  a  tenancy.  It  was  obviofis 
that  it  was  not  intended  that  such  an 
arrangement  should  prevent  the  oompul- 
sor^^powers  of  the  Act  coming  into 
force.  He  thought  that  that  would 
amqunt  to  a  case  of  the  landlord  being 
in  OQCupation,  and,  if  tluit  were  so,  the 
Amendment  would  not  be  necessary.  It 
was  impossible  on  the  spur  of  tho  moment 
to  accept  an  Amendment  of  this  charac*- 
ter  ;  but  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man thought  it  was  not  dear  it  should 
be  made  clear  upon  Beport. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  would 
accept  the  statement  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  and  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment* 


Act  fball  anplj  in  like  ^nanner  as  if  it  were  a 
separate  holding,  and  the  former  rent  of  each 
part  were  «uch  portion  of  the  former  rent  of  the 
whole  hoMlnst  of  the  Arbitrators  fix.*' 

Clause  Wought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*^  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second  time.*' 

Mb^  T.  M.  HEALY  pointed  out  that 
the  caae  of  a  letting  for  temporary  con- 
venience had  been  omitted.  It  seemed 
to  bim  absolutely  necessary  that  a  mere 
letting  for  temporary  convenience  should 
'  not  exclude  the  action  of  the  Arbitrators, 
and  he  would,  therefore,  move  that  there 
should  be  inserted  after  the  second  *'  land- 
lord "  in  Sub-section  1, 

^or  that  a  letting  has  been  made  for  tern- 
poiiiry  conyenieace  by  the  Land  Judges'  Court 
or  otherwise.*^ 

It  had  always  been  held,  since  Mr. 
Justice  Butt  g^ve  his  famous  opinion, 
that  all  lettiogs  by  the  Land  Court 
were  for  temporary  convenience.  They 
came  to  an  end  the  moment  the  holding 
was  sold,  »nd  at  the  longest  they  could 
only  last  for  seven  years.  The  Act  of 
1887  enabled  a  tenancy  to  be  broken  by 
other  means  than  that  of  shelving  him 
out.  The  tenant .  had  six  months  in 
which  to  redeem,  and  frequently  the  land- 
lord made .  a  letting  for  temporary  con- 
venience. As  it  was  in  the  option  of  the 
landlord  still,  to  avail  of  that  old  process 
where  the  value  was  over  £100,  the  mere 
letting  for  six  months  during  which  the 
redemption  might  be  running  would  ex- 
clude the  action  of  the  Arbitrators.  It 
seemed  necessary,  therefore^  that  some 
provision  in  the  case  of  lettings  made  for 
temporary  convenience  on  these  evicted 
farms  should  be  provided  for. 

Question,  ^That  this  OUiuse  be  read 
a  second  time,''  put,  an4  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
new  Clause,  in  line  3,  after  the  word 
^  landlord,*'  to  insert  the  wordcH^ 

"or  that  the  letting  has  been  made  for 
t^mponiry  oonrenienoe  by  the  Land  Judges* 
Court  or  otherwi8a''-*(Jrr..T.  M,  Hetdy.) 

Question  proposed,  ^^  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  iu  the  proposed  new 
Clause." 

Sir  B..  T.  BEID  ^sJd,  the  object  of 
the  hoB.  and  learned  Member  was  to 
preveiit  the  compulsory  powers  of  the 
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Amendment,  bj  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  sexton  thought  some  efaange 
was  necessary  in  the  langtlag^  of'  the 
second  paragraph,  becaase  in  the  fonrth 
line  of  that  paragraph  the  word  ^<  it  **  was 
ambiguous,  and  he  would  therefore  move 
to  omit  the  word  ^Mt,"  and  insert  the 
words  "  each  part.'* 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  and 
added  to  the  Bill. 

Mb.  CLANCY  moved  the  following 
clause  standing  on  the  Paper  in  the. name 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Harbour 
Division  of  Dublin  (Mr.  Harrington)  :— 

(Voluntary  agreementa.) 
"If  within  one  year  of  the  paasingof  this 
Act  a  joint  petition  with  respect  to  any  tenancy 
of  a  holding  described  in  Section  1  of  this  Act 
be  presentoi  to  the  Arbitrators  by  the  landlord 
and  the  former  tenant,  or  by  the  landlord, 
former  tenant,  and  new  tenant,  showing  that 
since  the  passing  of  this  Act  a  volnntary  agree- 
ment has  been  entered  into  between  the  parties 
by  which  the  former  tenant  is  reinstated  in  the 
holding,  the  Arbitrators  may  give  to  the  parties 
respectively  such  terms  as  to  arrears  of  rent, 
compensation,  and  grant  for  building  as  they 
are  empowered  to  do  by  this  Act  in  the  casp  of 
a  petition  by  the  former  tenant." 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second  time.*' 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  As  I  understand 
it,  the  clause  which  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  moves  is  that  wherever  the  land- 
lord, former  tenant,  and  the  new  tenant 
agree,  or,  in  case  there  should  be  no  new 
tenant,  the  landlord  and  the  old  tenant 
may  come  to  an  agreement  reinstating 
the  former  tenant  in  the  holding,  then 
the  arbitrator  may  give  to  the  parties 
respectively — that  is  to  say,  the  landlord 
and  the  new  tenant,  if  there  be  one — such 
terms  as(  to  arrears  of  rent,  compensation, 
and  grant  for  building  as  they  are 
empowered  to  do  by  this  Act  in  the  case 
of  a  petition  by  the  former  tenant — ^that  is 
to  say,  the  voluntary  agreement  between 
the  parties  would  give  them  the  benefit 
of  this  Act.  No  doubt  that  would  facili* 
tate  the  question,  but  one  would  have  to 
be  quite  sure,  and  the  Arbitrators  would 
have  to  have  full  powers  left  them  to 
enable  them  to  make  quite  sure  there  was 
nothing  like  collusion— -that  these  were 


bona  fide  cases ;  otherwise,  of  course, 
the  purposes  of  the  Act  would  be  frus- 
trated. Unices  we  find  it  neoeesary  to 
insert  other  words,  which  we  may  find  it 
necessary  to  do  afterwards,  I  think  there 
are  objections  to  the  clause. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said,  he  was  fref^'  to 
admit  that  collusion  and  fraud  should  be 
prevented,  and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  any  words  to  insert  to  make  it 
plain  he  should  be  glad  to  accept  them. 

Sir  a.  ROLLIT  thought  that  all 
would  approve  of  the  principle  of  this 
clause,  which  was  to  facilitate  voluntary 
arrangements  ;  but  It  appeared  to  him,  as 
drawn,  to  be  open  to  another  objection 
which  was  more  serious  than  the  one 
that  had  been  raised — ^namely,  that  this 
course  could  be  taken  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, not  on  the  petition,  as  in  the 
Bill,  of  the  landlonl  and  the  former  and 
the  new  tenant,  but,  by  the  wording  of 
the  clause,  by  the  landlord  and  the 
former  tenant  only,  and  that  would 
exclude  the  new  tenant.  He  would 
therefore  suggest  that  at  the  end  of  the 
third  line,  after  "former  tenant,"  they 
should  insert  the  words — 

"or  if  there  be  a  new  tenant,  then  by  the 
landloxd,  former  tenant,  and  new  tenant.** 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  think  the  object 
we  have  in  view  is  the  same.  If  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  will  withdraw  this 
clause  we  will  undertake  to  bring  up  a 
clause  in  our  own  words  which,  while 
meeting  the  wishes  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  will  be  less  open  to 
objection. 

Mr.  sexton  thought  it  was  neces- 
sary to  provide  against  fraud  and  col- 
lusion, and  he  also  thought  it  would 
be  necessary  to  provide  that  the  former 
tenant  should  be  a  person  out  of  occupa- 
tion at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

Motion  and  Clause,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  wished 
the  Government  also  to  consider  before 
the  Report  stage  this  further  point. 
There  might  be  such  a  case  that  the 
landlord  and  the  new  tenant  objected,  and 
therefore  the  old  tenant  would  be 
debarred  from  all  hope  ;  but  the  new 
tenant  might  be  willing,  if  be  got  some 
sum  which  otherwise  the  landlord  or  the 
new  tenant  would  get,  to  depart  tad 
surrender  all  his  claims  in  the  holding. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  peaoe  might  be 
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preserFed  bj  thU  meaoa,  and  that  it 
would  be  very  deeirable  both  iu  tlM  ia» 
terestfl  of  the  Uodlord  and  the  old  tenaot. 
Where  the  Jaadlord  objected  and  the  new 
teoaat  objected^  then  apparently  the 
former  tenant  w.oald  tak^  no  benefit 
under  this  Bill,  and  therefore  he  thought 
there  was  a  necessity  for  provision  to  be 
made  and  a  warning  given  to  the  former 
tenant,  if  he  were  willing  to  surrender  his 
claims,  which,  might  not  be  very  large,  on 
the  holding,  if  such  a  casearoseyhe  might  be 
entitled  to  be  awarded  such  sum  as,  had 
the  landlord  and  the  new  tenant  acceded 
to  the  petition,  they  would  have  got  in  his 
phice.  He  hoped  in  the  interests  of 
peace  that  upon  Report  the  Government 
might  be  able  to  do  this. 
Mb.  J.  MOBLEY  moved— 


(No.  2)  BUlr 


1606 


Title,  page  1,  leave  out  "of  evicted  tenants 
to  their  holdings  iu  Ireland,"  and  insert  '*to 
their  holdings  in  Ireland  of  certain  former 
tenants  or  their  personal  representatives;" 

•Mb.  SE:SCT0N  thought  that  the  word 
'Uheir."  before  ^'holdings"  might  cause 
some  difficulty.  They  had  ceased  to  be 
the  tenants,  and  the  holdings  were  no 
longer  theirs  ;  therefore,  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  omit  the  word  "  their." 
Mb.  J.  MORLEY  :  We  considered 
that  point,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  better  as  we  have  proposed  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  an  amended  Title  ; 
as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Mon- 
day next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  346.] 

BUILDING    80CIKTIK8    (No.   2)   BILL. 
(No.  246.) 

Bill,  as  amended  by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, considered. 

SiB  J.  LUBBOCK  (London  Uni- 
versity) said,  in  the  absence  of  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  St.  Pancras  (Mr. 
T.  H.  Bolton),  he  should  like  to  ask  the 
hon.  Member  in  oharge  of  the  Bill  whe- 
ther he  had  considered  the  new  clause 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, as  there  seemed  to  be  a  good  deal  to 
be  said  for  it. 

•Mb.  SP£AK£B  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  can  move  his  own  clause,  hut 
he  cannot  move  the  clause  standing  in  the 
name  of  another  hon.  Gentleman. 

*SiB  J.  LUBBOCK  said,  in  that  case 
he  wonld  move  the  clause  standing  in  his 
own  name,  and  which  was  as  follows  :-— 


(ProvisloDS  as  to  money  borrowed'  in  excess  of 
borrowing  powers.) 

."(I)  Where  any  sum  has  been  borrowed  by 
a  Baildiof?  Society  by  receiving  loans,  deposits, 
or  otberwisei  and  the  sum  would  be  reooverable 
from  the  Society,  if  in  borxowing  the  snm  the 
SocieJ^y  had  not  exceeded  the  limits  of  borxowing 
fixed  by  its  Rales  or  bv  the  principal  Act,  that 
sum  shall  be  recoverable  from  the  Society,  not- 
withstanding that  the  limits  of  borrowing  has 
has  been  exceeded. 

(2)  Where  any  sum  has  been  so  borrowed  by 
a  Building  Societv  in  excess  of  the  limits  fixed 
by  its  rules  or  by  the  principal  Act,  those 
persons  who  were  Directors  of  the  Society 
when  that  sum  was  borrowed  shall  be  jointly 
and  severally  liable  to  pay  an  amount  equal  to 
that  sum  to  the  Society." 

The  object  of  the  clause  was  that  where 
a  Building  Society  had  taken  money 
beyond  the  limits  of  its  powers  the 
officials  who  were  primarily  to  blame  and 
not  the  innocent  depositors  should  be 
made  to  suffer.  It  was  very  hard  that  a 
depositor  who  could  not  possibly  ascertain 
whether  the  Society  had  exceeded  its 
limits  should  lose  his  money  if  these 
limits  had  been  exceeded  and  that  the 
shareholders  should  get  the  benefit  of  it. 
And  this  was  not  an  imaginary  case.  It 
had  been  held  that  in  the  case  of  a  lady, 
who  had  deposited  £800  in  the  Portsea 
Island  Building  Society,  that  as  the 
amount  was  in  excess  of  that  which  the 
Society  was  entitled  to  receive  she  must 
lose  it,  and  that  the  shareholders  must 
get  the  benefit  of  it.  There  were  many 
other  similar  cases.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  this  was  reversing  the  usual  order 
of  things,  and  giving  shareholders  a  pricNr 
claim  over  depositors.  He  did  not  propose 
this  clause  in  the  interest  of  bankers. 
The  Building  Societies  Association,  of 
which  he  was  President,  thought  it  was 
not  only  prejudicial  to  their  interests,  but 
very  hard  upon  depositors,  that  an 
anomaly  of  this  kind  should  be  per- 
mitted ;  and  though  they  were  primarily 
interested  in  the  shareholders,  they  did 
not  wish  the  shareholders  to  receive  an 
advantage  to  which  they  were  not  fairly 
entitled. 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed* 
'^  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second  time.'* 

•CoLOXBL  HUGHES  (Woolwich) 
thought  this  clause  moved  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  necessary.  In  the 
Second  Schedule  of  the  Bill  it  was  pro- 
posed to  repeal  the  existing  law  which 
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made  the  Directors  responsible  if  they 
took  on  loan  more  than  two-thirds  of 
their  borrowing  powers.  He  wished  to 
Juiow  what  was  to  be  put  in  the  Bill  in 
lieu  of  the  words  which  were  to  be  re* 
pealed  ?  Unless  this  clause  was  passed  it 
gave  to  the  depositor  whose  money  had 
been  taken  wrongfully  in  excess  of  the 
borrowing  powers  no  remedy  against  any- 
body whatever,  and  that  was  a  very  serious 
matter  indeed.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  strengthen  the  positionofthedepositors ; 
and  even  if  these  words  were  not  taken 
out  of  the  Building  Societies  Act  of  1874, 
it  would  still  be  a  very  desirable  improve- 
ment, that  the  remedy  of  the  depositor 
whose  money  had  been  wrongfully  taken 
should  be  against  the  Society  which  had 
<he  benefit  of  the  money.  At  the  present 
moment  each  individual  depositor,  seeking 
to  recover  ,a  deposit,  must  sue  the 
Directors,  who  were  in  default,  and  go 
to  the  trouble  of  ascertaining  which  of  the 
Directors  was  in  default.  He  knew  a 
ease  in  which  a  liquidator  was  applied 
to  for  information  as  to  the  state 
of  the  deposit  account  at  the  time  his 
money  was  lent  to  the  Society,  and 
the  liquidator  would  not  give  that  infor- 
mation in  order  that  the  depositor  might 
bring  his  action,  except  on  payment  of 
some  £10  or  £16  for  a  copy  of  the 
accounts  showing  the  position  of  the 
Society  at  the  time  the  deposit  was  made, 
so  that  under  the  present  law  a  depositor 
had  considerable  difficulty  in  recovering 
that  which  the  law  said  he  had  a  right  to 
recover.  The  right  hon.  Baronet's  new 
clause  was  to  give  the  depositor  so  placed 
the  right  to  go  against  the  Society  which 
iiad  had  his  money,  and  the  Society  had 
a  claim  on  the  Directors  for  any  breach 
-of  trust  they  had  committed.  In  this 
way  hundreds  of  actions  would  be  saved. 
This  was  a  highly  technical  subject, 
though  he  understood  it,  or  at  all 
events  he  had  had  40  years*  experience 
with  regard  to  Building  Societies,  and 
therefore  the  House  would  •  perhaps 
excuse  him  for  endeavouring  to  explain, 
his  view.  He  very  much  regretted  that 
it  was  intended  to  repeal  the  existing 
rights  of  depositors  to  proceed  against  the 
Directors. 

•ThK  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  H.  Gladstone,  Leeds, 
W.)  said,  the  point  raised  l^the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  with  regard  to  the  repeal 
of  the  existing  law  required  attention. 

Colonel  Hughes 


He  thought  there  had  been  some  over- 
sight, and  he  would  nnderlake  that  tlie 
matter  should  receive  consideration  either 
when  the  Schednle  was  reached  or  when 
the  Bill  reached  another  place.  The 
Government,  however,  could  not  accept 
the  proposed  clause.  It  wonld  have  a 
direct  tendency  to  increase  the  existing 
borrowing  powers  of  Building  Societies, 
and  he  thought  these  powers  were 
already  sufficiently  ample.  The  clause 
would,  in  addition,  introduce  an  ano- 
malous exception  into  the  general  law, 
which  provided  that  where  me  Directors 
of  a  Corporate  Body  acted  ultra  tfires 
the  consequences  of  that  Act  should  not 
rest  upon  the  Society.  It  was  true  that 
the  clause  gave  the  Society  power  to 
proceed  against  the  DirectCM^  ;  but  the 
class  of  Directors  most  likely  to  break 
the  law  were  in  many  cases  men  of 
straw,  and  the  burden  would  therefore 
fall  entirely  upon  the  Society. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  could 
not  agree  with  his  right  hon.  Friend. 
Many  of  the  misfortunes  and  difficulties 
into  which  these  Societies  got  were 
owing  to  their  having  the  power  of  prac- 
tically unlimited  borrowing.  He  thought 
that  a  Society  ought  not  to  borrow  so 
close  to  its  margin  as  to  run  any  possible 
risk  of  getting  into  difficulties.  From 
their  inquiries  in  the  Committee  it  was 
quite  obvious  this  was  a  great  danger 
that  ought  to  be  avoided.  He  should 
support  the  Government  in  resisting  the 
proposed  alteration. 

Mr.  CLOUGH  (Portsmouth)  ex- 
pressed surprise  at  the  observations  of 
the  hon.  Member,  as  the  Societies  under 
the  existing  law  could  only  borrow  up  to 
two-thirds. 

•Mr.  BANBURY  (Peckham)  pointed 
out  that  under  the  cUuse  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  existing  law  would  practi- 
cally be  abolished,  and  that  a  Society 
would  virtually  be  able  to  borrow  any 
amount  of  money ;  because,  as  the  Society 
would  be  liable  to  the  lender,  whether 
the  borrowing  powers  were  exceeded  or 
not,  the  lender  would  be  under  no  induce- 
ment to  inquire  whether  or  not  the 
Society  were  exceeding  their  powen  in 
taking  his  money,  and,  therefore,  the 
existing  limit  would  practically  be  swept 
away. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  (Leeds, 
Central)  said,  if  this  Amendment  was 
passed  the  limit  would  be  piracticaily 
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swept  awBjr  with'  re^^rd  to  borrowing 
powers.  To  sweep  away  the  present 
limit  to  the  borrowing  powers  of  Build*- 
lag  Societies  wohld  hd  a  very  di^ngerous 
change  to  make.  He  did  not  see  why 
the  members  of  and  Investors  in  Building 
'Societies  should  be  liable  for  debts,  per- 
haps improperly  incurred,  if  the  limit 
hitherto'  imposed  were  nu  longer  to  be  a 
reality.  The  right  hon.  Gentleknan  laid 
the  pridcipal  stress  of  his  case  upon  this 
hardship  to  depositors  ;  but  the  reason 
he  would  urge  for  rejecting  the  Amend- 
ment was,  as  his  hon.  Friend  had  pointed 
out,  that  Building  Societies  in  a  practf* 
cally  insolvent  condition  would  be  able  to 
go  to  banlcs  or  financial  establishments  and 
obtain  assistance  beyond  their  real 
borrowing  powers.  If  such  loans  were 
Tiot  repayable  by  the  Societies  it  was 
quite  certain  tisat  bankers  and  other 
lenders  would  be  very  careful  in  making 
advances.  The  danger  of  the  Amend- 
ment would  far  more  than  counter- 
act any  advantage  which  could  flow 
from  it. 

*Mr.  BYLES  (York,  W.R.,  Shipley) 
said,  the  hardship  which  presented  itself 
to  his  mind  was  recently  exemplified  in 
tlie  case  of  a  Society  which,  with  a 
share  capital  of  £5,000,  and  liabilities  on 
deposits  and  loans  nearly  £60,000,  had 
assets  of  not  much  more  than  £10,000  ; 
so  that  depositors  after  the  Society's 
borrowing  powet*s  had  been  exceeded  had 
no  claim  whatever.  That  was  a  matter 
which  required  alteration. 

Mr.  JACKSON  (Leeds,  X.)  said,  in 
his  opinion  the  Amendment  would  be 
productive  of  more  mischief  than  good. 
The  liabilities  of  Building  Societies  were 
of  three  kinds  :  first  came  depositors  en- 
titled to  a  first  claim ;  then  the  investors ; 
and  then  borrowers  who  might  be  liable 
under  the  Rules  of  the  Society  to  make 
good  losses  incurred.  If  this  Amend- 
ment were  adopted  the  result  would  not 
be  the  protection  of  the  poor  members  of 
Industrial  Societies  which,  having  bor- 
rowed up  to  their  limits,  were  in  diffi- 
culties, and  might  obtain  from  their 
bankers  £50,000,  which  would  come  in 
priority  to  the  investors,  the  poorest 
class  of  members.  That  was  an  objec- 
tion to  the  proposal.  Such  cases  had 
been  few,  simply  because  of  the  difficulty 
of  knowing  whether  Societies  were  not 
rexceeding  their  borrowing  powers.  The 
matter  had  been  most  carefully  considered 


by  the  Committee  upstairs  with  a  result 
unfavourable  to  the  course  proposed  by 
the  Amendment,  and  he  trusted  that  it 
would  not  be  adopted  now. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

•Mr.  BANBURY  (Camberwell,  PeA* 
ham)  moved  the  insertion  of  a  new  clause 
providii^g  that  gifts  or  commissions  not 
recognised  by  the  Rules  of  a  Society 
should  not  be  accepted  by  its  officials. 
Building  Societies  were  particularly 
liable  to  ofi^ences  of  that  kind,  and  the 
very  nature  of  the  ofilsnce  made  it  very 
difficult  to  obtain  any  direct  evidence  of 
the  practice.  The  prevalence  of  such  prac- 
tices was,  however,  brought  prominently 
before  the  Committee  last  year,  particu- 
larly by  a  former  Vice  Chairman  of 
the  County  Council  of  Monmouthshire 
and  chartered  accountant,  a  witness 
of  ability,  and  with  25  yeari*  ex- 
perience in  Building  Society  affairs,  who 
said  with  reference  to  over-advances 
that  they  arose  from  two  causes  :  one, 
want  of  knowledge  of  tho  value  of  pro- 
perty ;  and  the  other,  *  the  payment  of 
money  to  persons  reporting  upou  the 
advances.  That  witness  added  that  in 
one  case  he  had  good  reason  to  believe 
£50  was  paid  to  a  Society's  surveyor 
who  went  to  report  upon  a  property. 
One  of  the  chief  causes  of  Building 
Society  failures  was  found  in  over- 
advances, and  in  view  of  that  fact  it  was 
very  desirable  that  no  gifts  should  be 
accepted  by  Building  Society  officials, 
who  were  sometimes  induced  by  receiving 
"  tips "  or  commissions  to  enbiance  the 
value  of  properties.  The  Amendment 
would  do  no  harm  to  officials  acting 
honestly. 

New  Clause — 

(Gifts,  &c.,  not  to  be  accepted  by  officials.) 
"No  director,  secretary,  surveyor,  solicitor, 
or  other  officer  of  a  Building  Society  shall,  fn 
addition  to  the  recognised  remuneration  at- 
tached to  bis  office,  KOceive  from  any  other 
person  any  gift,  bonus,  commission,  or  benefit, 
for  or  in  connection  with  any  loan  made  by  the 
Society,  and  any  person  paying  or  accepting 
any  such  gift,  bonus,  oommission,  or  benefit 
shall  be  liable  on  summaiy  ooavictlon  to  a 
penalty  of  £50  with  costs,  and,  in  default  of 
payment,  to  be  imprisoned  with  or  without 
hard  labour  for  any  time  not  exceeding  six 
months,  and  the  persons  accepting  any  such 
gift,  bonus,  commJBHioPy  or  benefit,  shall  be 
oidered  to  pay  over  to  the  Society  the  amount 
or  value  of  such  gift,  bonus,  commission,  or 
benefit,  and  in  default  of  payment  shall  be  liable 
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to  be  impriaoned  with  or  without  hard  labour 
for  any  time  not  exceeding  six  month8.**—( Jfr. 
JBanbury.) 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
<'That  the  Clause  be  read  a  seeond 
time." 

Mb.  hartley  (Islington,  N.)  said, 
this  clause  should  be  made  not  onlj  to 
apply  to  Building  Societies,  but  to  other 
Institutions.  Officials  ought  always  to 
be  paid  fairly  according  to  scale,  and 
great  risk  was  run  by  winking  at  under- 
hand payments.  His  hon.  Friend  had 
mentioned  a  case  which  came  before  the 
Committee.  It  was  notorious  that  in 
connection  with  the  operations  of  the 
Liberator  Society  large  commissions 
were  paid.  They  ought,  if  it  was  pos- 
sible, to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  of 
giving  douceurs.  When  it  was  known 
that  commissions  would  be  paid,  the  whole 
staff  of  a  Society  was  apt  to  become 
demoralised,  and  these  gifts  undoubtedly 
encouraged  fraud.  There  was  no  idea  of 
fraud  probably  in  the  first  instance  when 
douceurs  were  given,  but  fraud  was  apt 
to  creep  in,  and  it  was  far  better  that  a 
clause  should  be  inserted  to  stop  all 
proceedings  as  absolutely  illegal. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Amend- 
ment would  be  agreed  to. 

•Mb.  HOPWOOD  (Lancashire,  S.E., 
Middleton)  hoped  that  the  Government 
would  not  accept  the  clause.  No  one 
thought  /it  wrong  to  receive  presents  in 
other  positions,  but  such  a  practice  was 
described  as  unbecoming  in  the  lowly 
condition  of  persons  attached  to  Building 
Societies,  though  almost  universal  in  busi- 
ness classes.  If  such  an  Amendment  was 
adopted  in  one  direction  only,  a  new  pre- 
cedent would  be  created  from  that  moment. 
He  could  not  see  the  justice  of  that,  and 
such  a  clause  would  require  more  con- 
sideration before  being  adopted  into  the 
Criminal  Code  of  the  country.  It  should 
certainly  be  necessary  to  show  something 
beyond  the  mere  act  of  receiving  money, 
which  might,  under  certain  circumstances, 
be  given  in  all  honesty. 

•Colonel  HUGHES  said,  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  see  how  there  could  be  any  ob- 
jection to  the  clause  or  that  the  officers 
of  Building  Societies  would  feel  them- 
selves specially  attacked  by  it.  A  simi- 
lar provision  was  passed  a  few  years  ago 


applying  to  all  Local  Authorities,  and,  at 
all  events,  it  would  not  hurt  any  honest 
perspn. 

Mb.  WARMINGTON  (Monmouth, 
W.)  said,  if  persons  received  anything  in 
addition  to  their  fees  they  would  probably 
be  liable  to  account  for  it  under  the  pre* 
sent  law.  At  the  same  time,  those  who 
were  familiar  with  Building  Societies 
oould  not  shut  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
a  great  deal  of  harm  had  arisen  in  conse- 
quence of  the  officials  of  such  Associa*' 
tions  receiving  something  in  addition  to 
their  official  remuneration,  with  the  result 
that  loans  had  undoubtedly  in  my  cases 
been  improperly  made.  He  therefore 
supported  the  clause. 

Mr.  H.  GLADSTONE  said,  he  was 
prepared  to  adopt  the  principle  of  the 
clause,  and  would  take  care  that  words 
were  introduced  into  the  Bill  at  a  con- 
venient opportunity  to  carry  out  the  ob- 
ject of  the  clause. 

M&.  CLOUGH  thought  that  where 
an  official  accepted  a  bribe  he  ought  not 
to  be  permitted  to  get  off  with  a  mere 
fine.  There  ought  not  only  to  be  no 
question  of  his  handing  over  or  repaving 
the  money,  but  he  ought  to  be  punished. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Clause  added— 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  moved  the  insertion 
of  a  clause  providing  that  upon  charges 
arising  under  this  Act  the  defendant  and 
his  wife  should  be  admissible  as  wit- 
nesses. This  followed  what  bad  been 
done  in  other  cases.  The  clause  was  not 
compulsory.  The  defendant  and  his  wife 
would  not  be  compellable  to  give  evi- 
dence ;  but  it  was  right  that  a  defendant 
should  be  furnished  with  every  means  of 
briuffing  out  the  truth  in  a  Court  of 
Justice,  and  he  or  his  wife  might  be 
cognisant  of  many  circumstances  with 
regard  to  books  and  other  matters. 

New  Clause-^ 
(Wife  may  be  witness  in  certain  cases.) 

*'  Upon  bearing  of  any  charge  involving  the 
infliction  of  fine  or  imprisonment  on  sammary 
conviction  under  this  Act  the  defendant  and 
his  wife  shall  be  admissible  as  competent  wit* 
nesses.**— (JIfr.  Hopwood,) 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second  time.** 
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•Thk  LOBD  advocate  (Mr. 
J.  B.  Balfoub,  Claekmantiaii,  AIb.),  was 
willing  to  accept  the  clause.  Some  of  the 
offences  provided  against  in  the  Bill 
would  not  admit  of  much  testimony  being 
given  in  defence  beyond  that  of  the 
persons  eharged.  There  ibight  well  be 
matters  as  to  which  no  one  could  have 
knowledge  but  the  defendant  himself. 
The  Amendment,  therefore,  seems  reason- 
able and  in  accordance  with  recent 
precedents. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Claose  added* 

*Mb.  CREMER  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 
ston)  moved  a  clause  providing  that  the 
Registrar's  certificate  append^  to  the 
Rules  should  be  accompanied  by  a  state- 
ment that  it  was  not  to  be  taken  as  a 
guarantee  of  the  Society's  financial 
stability  or  of  its  good  management 
The  majority  of  persons  who  joined 
Building  and  Friendly  Societies,  when 
they  saw  the  Registrar's  certificate 
appended  to  the  rules,  were  led  to 
believe  that  it  constituted  a  State 
guarantee  of  the  financial  soundness  of 
the  concern^  and  then  when  a  disaster 
occurred  confidence  in  Governments  was 
shaken,  if  not  destroyed.  Of  course. 
Members  of  the  House  knew  that  the 
certificate  of  the  Registrar  did  not  afford 
any  guarantee  of  stability,  but  the  public 
too  often  interpreted  it  otherwise,  hence 
the  necessity  for  making  {t  clear.  ^  He 
believed  there  was  no  honestly-conducted 
Building  Society  that  had  any  objection 
to  the  change  which  would  be  effeeted 
by  the  clause  which  h^  proposed. 

New  Clause-^ 

(Begistrar's  certificates  not  to  be  a  guamntee  of 
financial  stability.) 
*'In  any  case  where  the  rules  of  any  Bnilding 
Society  shall  have  been  deposited  with  the 
Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies  and  the  certifi- 
cate of  snch  Registrar  shall  hava  been  appended 
thereto,  such  certificate  shall  bear  on  its  face 
the  statement  that  it  shall  not  be  taken  as  a 
guarantee  of  good  management  or  financial 
sUbility.'*-^Jfr.  Cremer.y 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^*  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Sir  J.  LUBBOCK  said,  he  fully  en- 
dorsed what  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  spoken,  and  to 


avoid  the  possibility  of  the  public  being 
misled  the  Amendment  was  desirable. 

•Mr.  H.  GLADSTONE  promised,  on 
the  part  of  the  Government^  that  words 
carrying  out  the  principle  of  the  clause 
should  be  introduced  into  the  Bill  in 
another  place.  It  would,  however,  be 
better  to  carry  out  the  hon.  Member's 
intention  by  amending  the  Schedule 
of  the  Act  of  1876,  which  defined  the 
form  of  certificate. 

Mr.  BABTLEY  sakl«  it  would  be 
better  to  accept  the  clause,  as  these 
Societies  would  then  all  be  bound  to 
satisfy  tfiose  eonoemed  with  regard  to 
their  position  and  stability.  It  was 
therefore  desirable  that  this  clause  should 
be  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

•Mr.  hop  wood  opposed  the  Amend- 
ment, and  submitted  that,  the  House 
would  be  sanctioning  a  very  foolish 
arrangement  in  allowing  such  a  oertificafee 
to  be  given*  What  oould  possibly  be 
the  efifect  of  it  on  the  mind  of  the 
investor?  When  they  had  appointed 
a  Registrar  to  whom  all  the  extraordi- 
nary powers  he  now  possessed  were 
given,  and  who  appended  his  certificate 
to  the  rules  of  a  Building  Society,  it  was 
impossible  to  say  this  was  not,  in  a  sense, 
a  State  guarantee  thait  they  were  under 
good  management. 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR  romarked 
that  the  certifioate  only  applied  to  the 
rules  of  the  Ruilding  Society.     .How 
was  it  possible  that  the. mere  fact  of  a 
Building  Society  being  registered  could 
be  any  security  for  its  good  management 
or  financial  stability?    The  real  reason 
vrhy  some  Amendment  of  this  kind  was 
needed  was  that  experience  had  proved 
that  the  mere  fact  of  Societies  having 
such  certificate  had' been  taken  again  and 
again,  by  members  of  the  Society,  to  be  a 
guarantee  by  the  Government  of  good 
management     and    financial     stability, 
whereas  it  was  obviously  impossible  the 
Government  should  give  sudi  gpuarantee 
or  that  the  certificate  could  bear  tha^ 
meaning.     The  hon.   Member 
(Mr.    Hopwood)   seemed    to    hj^    the 
opinion  that  we  were  living  in/m  unreal 
world,  and    that   ponishm'lmt  and  pre- 
cautions   were     unnec^'lry,    but    the 
majority  of  people  w^^l^fnot  agree  with 
him  in  that  opini^*^*    pe  was  glad  that 
the  Government*  intended  ^  accept  the 
principle  of  tl^-«  Amendment  a„^|  ^  ^^^ 
efiTect  to  h-  «  mother  place,    xhe  only 
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questioa  was  whether  the  proposed  eerti- 
ficate  should  apply  to  all  Sooieties  or 
only  to  new  Societies.  Feirbaps  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemao  woald  give  them 
some  idea  as  to  what  his  views  w«re. 

•Mr.  H.  GLADSTONE  :  It  is  pro- 
posed to  he  extended  to  all  Societies 
accordiog  to  the  new  clause. 

Ms.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  That 
is  only  to  new  Societies^ 

Mr.  JACKSON  thought  everybody 
would  agree  in  the  deaiViilaUty « of  .oiirry- 
ing  out  what  was  designed  hy  this  new 
clause  in  regard  to  the  cectiflfMit«».  except 
the  hon..  Member  ^posite  (Mr.  ilop* 
wood).'  In  arranging  this  matter,  bow* 
ever,,  care  would  have  to  be  taken  that 
there  was  not  one  oertifidate  for  one  lot 
of  Societies  and  anotrhevffor.  ftoother' olms 
of  Societies.  Take  the  case  of  an  old 
Society  which  had  its  present  certificate. 
That  would  never  come  before  the  Begis- 
trar  except  in  the  case  '6f  an  alteration 
of  the  Bttles,  and  therefore*  they  might 
have  a  large  number  of' Societies-— wbidi 
for  years  and'  years,  would  not.  need  t  to 
come  to  the  Begistrar^s  office  for  aa 
altemtk>n  of  the  Rulei^-^with  one .  certi- 
ficate, and  they  might  have  all  other  Soci- 
eties, either  newly  formed  or  oom&ng  for  *u 
alteration  of  the  Rules,  with  a  different 
certificate.  That  would  obvcoosly  not  be 
what  the  hoaj  Member  dteired,  bedKuse 
it  would  place  at  a  disadvantage  the  new 
Societies  or  even  the  old  Soeioties  which 
made  any  alteration  in*  their  Bnl|BS«  This 
waeaserioas  difficulty .  which  onght  to 
be  obviated. 

•Mr.  BANBURY  considerad  iliat  all 
Societies  must  be  pat  on  4he  same 
footing,  and  he  thought  that  it  w6uld  be 
easy  to  draw  up  a  clause  which  would 
compel  ail  existing  Societies  to  send  in 
their  certificates  for  vevtsion* 

*Mr.  BYLES  said,  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  ^ear  him  (Mr.  Hopwood)  was 
not  entirely  alone  in  the  views  iae  ex- 
pressed. He  firmly  believed  the  effect 
of  these  restrictions  and  restraints  upon 
the  .operations  of  Building  Societies 
would  \most  inevitably  be  to  increase  the 
fallaoiouK  belief  of  the  general  public 
that  there  t^sns  somfc  sort  of  Government 
guarantee  iortb«^  money  when  they  put 
it  into  such  SocietiVp,  and  when  they  were 
entrusting  the  Begiii^nir  with  all  these 
new  powers  they  simplyi^theredand  gave 
colour  to  that  erroneolisN^inion.  He 
agreed  lit  was  desirable^  as^aF  as  they 
Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 


\  oonld,  to  state  on  the  face  of  the  BiU  that 
it  did  not  carry  any  guamntee,  and  so 
far  he  agreed  with  the  clause,  but  he  was 
bound  to  say  he  thought  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  was  perfectly  right  in 
saying  the  tendency  of  all  this  legislation 
would  be  to  increase,  that  wro^g  opinion. 
If  the  public  were  only  left  to  make 
their  own  bargains  when  they  lent  their 
money,  just  as  they  bad  to  do  with  any- 
body else,  they  would,  be  more  likely  to 
be  careful. 

•Mr.  WHITTAKER  (York,  W.R., 
Spen  Valley)  remarked  that,  if  some  cer- 
tificates contained  a  statement  that  they 
carried  no  guarantee,  while;  others  did 
not  contain  that  statement^  it  would  lead 
to  the  belief  that  the  latter  did  really 
carry  some  guarantee. 

•Mr.  J.B.BALFOUB  said,  the  Go- 
vernment Vould  keep  in  view  the  points 
referred  to  when  drawing  the  clause  for 
insertion  in  another  place. 

Motion  and  Clause,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Colonel  HUGHES  moved,  in  page 
1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  ^'  nnadvanced,'' 
and  insert  ''investing.^'  He  said,  that 
*' investing"  was  a  modern  term,  and 
would  be  better  understood  thati  the  word 
«<unadvanced«" 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1^ 
line  10,  to  Idive  out  the  word  '*unad- 
vAnced,*^  and  insert  the  word  **  investing.'* 
--{Colonel  Hughes.) 

Question  proposed^  ^^That*  the  word 
'  uxwdvanced '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

•Mr.  H.  GLADSTONE  said,  he  was 
advised  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  to 
accept  the  Amendment,  as  the  word 
'*  unadvanced "  ran  all  through  the 
former  Act. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

•Mr.  hopwood  moved,  in  page  1, 
line  12,  to  leave  out  from  ''  members,"  to 
end  of  sub*section.  The  words  pro- 
posed to  be  omitted  were  those  which 
provided  that  the  matters  to  l^e  set  forth 
in  the  Rules  should  include 

<*  Tables,  where  applicable  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Registrar,  showiDg  the  amount  doe  for  principal 
uoA  interest  separately." 

His  reasons  for  moving  tbe, Amendment 
wete  these.  They  introduced  here,  and 
in  this  Bill  generally,  the  Registrar  for 
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the*  first  tim«  as  a  oontroHing  power,,  aQ4 
tbe  Balldiug  Societies  over,  which  he 
exercised  sach  aapervisioa  would  be 
regarded  as  having  a  State,  guarantee. 
He  suggested  that  that  was  a  mistake. 
The  Registrar  was  h^re  invested  with  a 
disoretiom  ^' where  applicable  in.  the 
opinion  of  the  Begistrar,**  The  Regis- 
trar, he  believed,  was  no);  desirous  of 
having  this  jurisdiction  put  up6n  him, 
oi;  he  so  eicpressed  hiD>9elf.  in  his  evi- 
dence. »Thiis  would  throw  a  good  deal 
of  extra  work  on  the  Regist^'ar,.  and 
must  entail  an  increase  of  his  staff. 
Again,  he  should  like  to  know  why  the 
Registrar  '  ifas  id  '  g6vbm  ■  'th^  *  -tH&dus 
virendi  of  ihe^  Societies,  whieh  the 
House  must  suppose  wouUi  be*  financed 
bj  people  who  knew  thejr  own  business. 
He  did  not  think  they  would  learn 
anything  profitable  from  the  Registrar, 
who  confessed  that  he  knew  nothing 
practically  about  the  business  of  these 
Societies.  He  'submitted,  therefore,  the 
House  should  pause  before  they  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  they  were  so  much 
cleverer  thau  these  people,  and,  that  they 
could  settle  in  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
fixing  the  language  for  all  time,  what 
should  i)e  done.  Without  injuring  the 
clause,  jbut  preserving  all  tti^p  was 
essentia)  in  it,,  the  words  he  suggested 
should  be  omitted '  ought  to  be  taken 
out,  so  that  Building  Societies  should  be 
left  in  '  that  respect  io  do  what  they 
thought  was  right  for  the  independent 
govemraent  of  their  concerns.  The 
more  they  controlled  these  Societies,  the 
more  they  prevepted  their  usefulness  ; 
and  although  some  of  them  had  been  dis- 
honestly managed,  they  formed  but  a*  very 
small  percentage  of  the  whole.  They 
would  lead  the  public  into  a'  feeling  of 
false  security  if  they  led  th^em  to  be- 
lieve that  they  had  got  a/Registi^  on 
the  spot  who  was  always  looking  into 
these  ipatters,  and  always  taking  into 
consideration  the  interest  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty *s  subjects.  He  begg^  to  move 
the  Aihendmenti 
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Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
12,  to  leave  out  from,  tbd  word  ''  mem- 
bers,^* to  the  end  of  Sub*section  (b),  of 
<ylau8e  1  .•*(ilfr.  Hopwood.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words, 
*with  tables,  where  *  applicable  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Registrar '  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 


.  '*^CoLOMEL  HUGHES  said,  that  in  any 
well-managed  Society,  with  definite 
regulations,  there  wa|S  no  difficulty  in 
setting  forth  a  table  to  meet  every  case 
of  investment  or  advance,  and  nothing 
could  conduce  more  to  the  popularity  of 
a  Building  Society  than  that  the  par« 
ticulars  of  the  contract  should  be  set 
forth  in  the  Rules.  It  was  a  distinct 
advantage  to  have  these  tables  in 
the  Rules.  They  were  set  forth 
in  the  Rules  of  the  Society  to 
which  he  belonged,  and  they  worked  with 
great  benefit  to  the  Society.  He  pointed 
out  that  this  was  not  obligatory  upon. a 
Society.,  If  the  Registrar  was  satisfied 
tbaf;  tl)e  tables  were  not  applicable  to  be 
put  in  the  Rules  of  some  Societies  th^y 
would  jiot  be  put.  in.  If  he  thought 
they  ought  and  could  be  put  in  then  he 
would  direct  they  should  be .  put  in. 
Such  a  provision  was  desirable  in  the 
interests  of  the  Societies  thjemselves  and 
everyone  concerned. 

*Mb».BYL£S  was  astonished  to  hear 
the  hon.  i^nd  gallant  Gentleinaa  say  it 
was  necessary  and  desirable  there  should 
be  these  tables.  Was  he  aware  that  in 
soipe  ,of  the  biggest,  most  prosperous, 
and  well*nianaged  Societies  they  had  no 
tables  at  all  ? 

CoLONXx  HUGHES:    The  officials 
must  have  a  table  to  work  by  themselves 

*Mb.  BYLES  said,  thay  had  no  table, 
but  they  worked  freely,  with  elasticity 
and  in  the  i^pirit  that  had  been  expressed 
\)j  the  Mover  of  the  Amendment.  Th^ 
whole  idea  of  this  Bill  was  thiit  there 
was  one  certain  sort  of  Building  Society 
and  that  they  eould  make- them  all  aiike 
io  their  methods  and  managemeat*  Thie 
ijeal  .advantage  to  th^  public  was  that 
i^uUding  .Societies  should  be  as  elastic 
and  free  as  possible,  and  thus  the  pubUc 
got .  the  maximum  advantage.  He 
heartily  supported  the  Amendment  . 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR  observed 
that  the  hon.  Member  for.Shipl^  had 
said  that  the  House  appeared  to  be  under 
the  impression  that  Building  Societies 
were  all  of  .one  kind.  How  could  he  say 
jtbat  in  face  of  the  words  the  hbn.  Mem- 
ber/ fpr  Middleton  proposed  to  omit  and 
which  set  forth  that  the  Rules  should 
only  be  published  where .  they  werp 
applic^Me  ip  t)ie  opinion  of  the  Registrar? 
TbeRegistsar  would  not  insist  upon  the 
tables  where,  in  his  judgment,  they  were 
j[)Vt    HQpplicablq,,  but   would  insist  upon 
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them  in  these  cases  where  they  were 
really  required.  The  hon.  Member  who 
moved  the  Amendment  seemed  to  fall 
into  an  obyious  error.  His  view  was,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  that  all  Societies  differed 
from  one  another,  and  ought  to  be  left  in 
that  condition.  Nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  fact  was,  that  Building  Societies  fell 
into  well-marked  classes — ^Terminable 
Annuity  Societies  and  those  which  were 
not.  It  was  abundantly  proved  before 
the  Select  Committee  that  the  Societies 
which  conducted  their  business  on  the 
principle  of  Terminable  Annuities  abso- 
lutely required  tables  to  work  by.  It 
was,  therefore,  eminently  desirable  that 
those  tables  should  be  inserted  in  the  Rules. 
All  that  Was  required  here  was  that 
if  the  tables  should  be  given  they  should 
be  duly  set  forth.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Oentleman  said  if  this  Regulation  were 
inserted  in  the  BiU  it  would  give  the 
public  an  impression  of  false  security. 
If  that  were  the  case  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
understand  how  it  was  the  hon.  Gentle* 
man  opposed  the  new  clause  lately  moved, 
in  which  the  precaution  was  taken,  on 
the  face  of  the  certificate,  to  show  that 
no  such  guarantee  was  given.  All  the 
certificate  could  possibly  do  was  to  show 
that  the  Rules  had  been  drawn  up  in 
accordance  with  the  law  and  nothing 
more.  It  was  the  object  of  the  Bill  to 
see  that  the  Rules  of  a  Society  were  so 
drawn  up  as  would  be  most  likely  to 
ensure  that  good  management  and  finan- 
cial stability  they  all  desired  to  see  in 
their  Building  Societies. 

Mr,  BARTLEY  said,  there  was  no 
doubt  that  the  preponderance  of  the  best 
opinion  examined  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee was  in  favour  of  the  insertion  of 
the  tables,  in  order  that  the  investing 
public  should  know  distinctly  the  basis 
of  the  bargain  made.  A  fi^reat  number  of 
witnesses  stated  strongly  that  these  tables 
should  be  absolutely  made  the  law  in 
every  Society,  and  the  only  real  objeo- 
tion  was  in  the  case  of  some  small 
Societies,  where  the  cost  of  printing 
would  be  very  great.  There  was  some- 
thing in  that,  but  it  really  was  a  very 
unimportant  point  indeed.  His  own 
opinion  was  that  a  Society  which  could 
not  afford  to  print  the  Rules  was  not 
likely  to  be  much  of  a  Society  at  ail.  The 
tables  were  practically  alike,  and  there 
would  be  no  possible  difficulty  in  pre- 

Mr.  Gerald  Ba\four 


paring  a  taUe  from  some  other  Society 
without  incurring  much  expense.  It 
seemed  to  him  absolutely  necessary  that 
every  point  in  tbese  Societies  should  be 
as  plain  as  possible  to  the  investing 
public.  It  was  their  absolute  duty,  if  they 
had  any  special  laws  for  these  Societies, 
to  see  that  they  were  as  explicit  as  they 
possibly  could  be  made.  The  provision 
in  the  clause  was  fair* and  reasonable; 
it  was  one  to  which  no  hanh  fide  Society 
could  possiblv  object,  and  &e  Govern- 
ment would  fail  in  their  duty  if  they  did 
not  insist  upon  its  retention. 

•Mb.  H.  GLADSTONE  said,  he  would 
have  been  more  impressed  with  the  neces- 
sity for  the  Amendment  if  it  had  oome 
from  any  of  the  Representatives  of  Build- 
ing Societies.  The  right  hon.  Member 
for  the  University  of  London,  who  re- 
presented an  Association  comprising  a 
great  number  of  managers  of  Building 
Societies  had  not  put  down  an  Amend- 
ment of  this  kind,  and  he  was  not  there 
to  support  the  hon.  and  learned  Member. 
Though  it  was  true  that  there  was  a  con- 
siderable difference  of  practice  among 
Building  Societies,  he  believed  everyone 
would  admit  that  where  tables  were  pos- 
sible it  was  most  desirable  to  insert 
them  in  the  Rules.  He  thought  his 
hon.  Friend  was  wrong  in  alluding  as 
he  did  to  the  Registrar  of  Friendly 
Societies,  because,  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion put  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  North  Leeds,  the  Registrar 
said  that  it  was  certainly  desirable  to 
insert  the  tables.  The  clause  as  it 
stood  was  a  necessary  and  a  good  clause, 
and  he  could  not  accept  the  Amendpnent. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  Colonel  Hvores,  the 
following    Amendments    were    agreed 
tot- 
Page   1,  line  1^  after  ''due»**  insert 
"  by  the  Society." 

Page  1,  line  17,  after  ^'duei''  .insert 
"  by  the  Society." 

CoLONBL  HUGHES  moved,  in  page 
1,  lines  26  and^  37,  leave  o«t  ^on 
redemption,"  and  insert  *'  after  each  sti- 
pulated payment."  He  said  this  was  a 
necessary  corollary  to  the  tables  being 
published. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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♦Mr.  HOPWOOD  moyed,  in  page  2, 
line  6,  to  leave  out  from  "relates,"  to 
"every,"  in  Hue  10.  The  clause  pro- 
vided that  there  should  be  an  annual 
account  and  statement  made  up  to  the 
end  of  the  year.  That  might  be  a  very 
proper  provision,  but  the  clause  pro- 
ceeded, 

^'and  shall  be  in  snch  form  as  the  Registrar 
may  from  time  to  time,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  direct,  either  geaerally 
or  with  respect  to  any  Society  or  class  of 
Society," 

and  it  was  to  those  words  that  he  ob- 
jected. A  few  minutes  ago  the  House 
was  for  relying  on  the  Begistrar  in  all 
emergencies  ;  he  was  to  put  everything 
in  order ;  but  now  it  was  proponed  that 
the  Registrar  should  call  in  the  aid  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  who  was  already 
overburdened  with  duties.  He  was  not 
opposing  the  Bill ;  he  was  giving  to  the 
House  the  opinions  of  many  of  the 
Building  Societies ;  and  on  their  behalf 
he  moved  the  omission  of  WQrds  which 
he  thought  would  place  the  Building 
Societies  in  swaddling  clothes. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
6,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  "  relates," 
to  the  word  "every,"  in  line  10.— (iRfr. 
Hopwood.) 

Question  proposed, 

**  That  the  words  'and  shall  be  in  snch  form 
and  sbaU  contain  snch  paiticolars  as  the  Begis- 
trar may  from  time  to  time,  with  the  approval 
of  a*  stand  part  of  the  BiU." 

*Mb.  H.  GLADSTONE  said,  the  Go- 
vernment oould  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. The  whole  question  of  Building 
Societies  was  gone  into  most  oarefuUy 
by  the  Select  Committee  last  year,  and 
the  Bill  was  framed  on  the  evidence, 
which  would  be  found  in  a  substantial 
]&lue  Book.  He  quite  admitted  the  title 
of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  who 
moved  the  Amendment  to  describe  him- 
self as  the  mouthpiece  of  individual 
Building  Societies  ;  but  it  was  a  signifi- 
cant fact,  and.  his  right  hon«  Friend  the 
Member  for  London  University,  who  was 
President  of  an  Association  representing 
120  Building  Societies  and  Invested  funds 
amounting  to  £25,000,000,  did  not  sup- 
port the  Amendment.  The  words 
*'  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
State"  were  inserted  in  the  clause,  on 
the  representation  of  witnesses  on  behalf 
of  the  BuUding  Society,  in  order  to  give 
(he  public  a  greater  feeling  of  security, 
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and  not  because  there  was  any  feeling 
that  the  Begistrar  would  not  be  compe* 
tent  to  discharge  the  dutv.  He  was 
eertaiin  that  the  most  capable  gentleman 
who  held  the  office  of  Chief  Begistrar 
oould  be  fully  trusted  to  consider  the 
case  of  each  Society  on  its  merits,  and  to 
decide  the  matter  according  to  the  cha- 
racter and  special  circumstances  of  the 
Society. 

Mb.  JACKSON  hoped  the  House 
would  not  accept  the  Amendment.  He 
thought  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
who  moved  it  rather  failed  to  appreciate 
the  reasons  why  the  clause  was  drawn  in 
its  present  form.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  must  admit  that  there  must  be 
some  form  of  accounts  which  those  Build- 
ing Societies  were  to  furnish  to  the 
Registrar.  That  being  so,  there  were 
two  alternatives.  One  was  to  prescribe 
a  fixed  form ;  the  other  was  to  leave 
some  elasticity  in  the  matter.  The  Com- 
mittee were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  prescribe  a  form  of 
account  which  would  be  applicable  to 
every  class  of  Society  ;  and  for  all  future 
time.  In  order,  therefore,  to  preserve  some 
elasticity,  and  avoid  a  rigid  form  of 
account,  the  Select  Committee  thought  it 
well  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Registrar  to  alter  the  form  of  account 
from  time  to  time,  as  he  thought  neces- 
sary, and  with  the  sanction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

Mr.  BARTLET  said,  that  the  clause 
would  not  be  placing  the  Societies  in 
swaddling  clothes,  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  who  moved  the  Amendment  had 
remarked,  because  similar  Rules  applied 
to  Assurance  Societies,  railways,  banks, 
and  such  public  Companies  which  were 
obliged  to  make  Returns  of  this  nature. 
No  doubt,  if  we  lived  in  a  state  of 
primitive  simplicity  and  perfect  honesty 
no  Rules  of  the  kind  would  be  required  ; 
but  considering  the  weakness  of  human 
nature  it  was  not  at  all  unreasonable  that 
some  such  Rule  should  be  made  to  apply 
to  Building  Societies.  The  Committee 
took  great  care  to  prevent  any  hardship 
arising  from  those  Returns.  It  was  felt 
that  circumstances  might  arise  which 
would  render  a  different  form  of  certificate 
necessary,  and  so  the  Registn^r  was 
given  discretion  to  modify  it  when  neces- 
sary. The  Secretary  y>f  State  would  not 
be  continually  troubled  to  make  altera- 
tions in  the  form  of  account.    The  form 
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would  last  a  long  time,  bat  it  was  con* 
ceivable  that  circnmstanoes  might 
arise  when  it  would  be  neeesaarj  to 
alter  it,  and  it  was  well  to  provide 
for  such  a  contingency.  If  there  had 
been  snob  a  power  vested  in  a  Registrar, 
and  he  was  able  to  put  some  particular 
form  of  Return  before  the  Liberator 
Building  Societies,  it  was  quite  certain 
that  some  of  the  great  disasters  which 
followed  the  collapse  of  that  Society 
would  have  been  aToided.  One  of  the 
objects  of  the  clause  was  to  prevent 
cases  of  fraud  of  that  kind,  for  ei^peri- 
ence  proved  that  fraud  was  prevented 
when  definite  and  express  Returns  were 
insisted  on. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

*CoLONSL  HUGHES  asked,  who  was 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  which  the 
words  "  Secretary  of  State  "  in  the  clause 
applied?  Was  it  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Navy  or  for  the  Army  ? 
He  presumed  it  was  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  ;  but 
be  thought  that  should  be  clearly  stated 
in  the  Bill. 

•Mb.  J.  B.  BAXFOUR  said,  the  words 
generally  used  in  Acts  of  Parliament 
were  ''  one  of  Her  3(ajesty*s  principal 
Secretaries  of  State.**  He  did  not  think 
it  was  usual  to  limit  it  to  anyone  Secretary 
of  State,  though  the  matter  was  always 
referred  to  the  proper  Secretary  of  State, 
who  in  this  case  was  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department. 

•Sib  J.  LUBBOCK  moved,  in  page  2, 
line  10,  before  "  provided,*'  to  insert — 

•  *<  The  form  of  annual  account  and  statement 
directed  by  the  Kegistrar  under  this  section, 

'and  every  alteration  of  that  form, shall  as  soon 
BS  practicable  be  laid  before  each  House  of 
Parliament)  and  shall  not  come  into  operation 
until  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  that 
date." 

The  Building  Societies  had  every  confi- 
dence in  the  present  Begistrar ;  but  they 
thought  it  reasonable  that  if  their  Bales 
could  be  altered  without  their  consent, 
they  at  any  rate  should  have  notice  of  the 
alteration,  and  have  the  opportunity  of 
•laying  their  views  before  the  Registrar, 
and  if  necessary  before  the  Secretary  of 
State.  He,  therefore,  hoped  the  House 
would  see  the  reasonableness  ol  his 
Amendment. 

•Mr.  H.  GLADSTONE  said,  that  if 
the  opening  of  the  Amendment  was  made 
.toread-r-    . 


Mr.  Bartiey 
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'*  Every  form  of  annual  aooount  and  state- 
ment prescribed  for  general  use  bj  the  Kegis* 
trar  under  this  section," 

the     Government     would     accept     the 
Amendment. 

Sib  J.  LUBBOCK  said,  he  bad  no 
objection  to  the  alteration  suggested  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
10,  before  the  word  **  provided,**  to  insert 
the  words — 

'*  Every  form  of  annual  account  and  state* 
ment  prescribed  for  general  use  by  the  Registrar 
under  this  section,  and  every  alteration  of  that 
form,  shall  as  soon  as  practicable  b6  laid  before 
each  House  of  Parliament,  and  shall  not  come 
into  operation  until  the  expiration  of  three 
months  from  that  date.'* — (Sir  L,  Lubbock, J 

Question  proposed,  **That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.** 

Mr.  CARSON  (Dublin  University) 
asked  whether  the  Registrar  in  England 
or  the  Registrar  in  Ireland  would  draw 
up  the  forms  for  Ireland  ?  It  had  been 
suggested  to  him  by  Building  Societies 
in  Ireland  that  there  should  be  a  common 
control  over  the  Kingdom,  and  that  the 
Registrar  in  England  should  have  control 
over  the  forms  for  Ireland. 

♦ilR.  TOMLINSON  (Preston)  asked 
what  was  the  meaning  of  the  phrase 
*'  prescribed  for  general  use  **  wkich  the 
Government  had  inserted  in  the  Amend- 
ment ?  He  thought  there  ought  to  '  e 
in  the  clause  a  dear  definition  of  the  use 
to  which  the  forms  were  intended  to  be 
put. 

*Mb«  HOPWOOD  thought  that  the 
object  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  London  University  had 
in  view — namely,  the  protection  of  every 
Building  Society  against  capricious 
charges  in  the  form  of  account  by  the 
Registrar — would  not  be  affected  by  his 
Amendment,  now  that  the  general  words 
of  the  Government  had  been  accepted. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  said,  the  Amend- 
ment would  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  incon- 
venience and  confusion.  He  did  not 
object  to  the  form  being  laid  before 
Parliament,  but  he  c6uld  not  conceive 
that  anything  but  mischief  would  arise  if 
that  form  was  not  to  be  available  until 
after  the  expiration  of  three  months 
from  that  date.  Take  the  present  time, 
for  instance.  Parliament  would  rise  at 
the  end  of  August,  .and  would  not  meet 
again  probably  until  February.  That 
.would  mean  that  six  months  would  elapse 
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before  the  Registrar  coald  laj  the  form 
on  the  Table  of  the  Uoase,  and  then  three 
months  more  should  puss  before  the  form 
would  come  into  operation.  Such  a  delay 
might  lead  to  the  sheltering  of  tran- 
sactions in  a  Building  Society,  which  in 
the  interest  of  the  public  ought  to  be 
discovered  without  loss  of  time.  It 
seemed  to  him  unreasonable  to  insist  that 
persons  like  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  Registrar,  who  would  have  no  in- 
terest in  the  matter,  except  the  public 
welfare,  should  be  hampered  in  the  way 
proposed  in  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  thought 
the  Amendment  would  require  careful 
consideration  before  it  was  accepted. 
Delay  in  the  operation  of  the  form  might 
unduly  be  prolonged,  if  the  latter  part  of 
the  Ajmendment  were  passed.  Again,  in 
the  form  which  the  GoTernmeut  proposed 
to  accept  the  Amendment  it  would  apply 
only  to  every  form  of  annual  account 
prescribed  for  general  use.  But  there 
were  three  kinds  of  form  contemplated — 
a  form  prescribed  for  general  use ;  a  form 
prescribed  for  a  class  of  Society  ;  an  1  a 
form  for  some  particular  Society.  If  the 
Amendment  were  passed  in  its  present 
shape,  the  form  of  account  to  which  it 
would  apply  would  be  the  form  for 
general  use,  and  not  the  form  for  the  use  of 
a  particular  class  of  Society.  He  did  not 
know  whether  that  was  the  intention  of 
the  Govemment-^the  matter  should  be 
made  quite  dear.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Middleton  seemed  to  think 
that  the  Registrar  might  use  this  power 
in  a  malicious  way  against  a  particular 
Society.  But  it  was  evident  that  the 
discretion  given  to  the  Registrar  to  pre- 
scribe a  particular  form  of  account  for  a 
particular  Society  was  intended  to  enable 
him,  in  the  case  of  a  Society  carrying  on 
a  special  busineiss,  to  exempt  that  Society 
f  romithe  general  application  of  the  clause. 

*Mr.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  said,  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  in  accepting 
the  Amendment  was  very  much  as  in- 
dicated by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  spoken — namely,  to  make 
a  general  rule  liable,  on  cause  shown,  to 
be  relaxed.  If ,  there  was  any  doubt 
about  the  clearness  of  the  clause  it 
would  be  set  right  in  another  place. 

*CoLONBL  HUGHES  said,  the  words 
**  prescribed  for  geneval  use"  were 
quite  intelligible,  following,  as  they  did, 
a  section  which  said  '*  eitfa«r  getaeralty  or 


with  respect  to  any  Society,  or  class  of 
Society,^*  As  to  the  nature  of  the  form, 
it  might  be  such  as  would  make  a  Building 
Society  disclose  information  of  a  private 
character.  While  the  House  took  care 
to  protect  the  public  they  should  do 
nothing  to  injure  the  Societies,  and, 
therefore,  he  thought  it  was  well  to  have 
the  form  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House. 
Mr.  BANBURY  thought  that,  for  the 
reason  advanced  by  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  North  Islington,  all  the 
words  after  "House  of  Parliament" 
should  be  omitted  from  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
"  Parliament"  to  the  end  of  the  proposed 
Amendment. — (J/r.  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment." 

Mr.  JACKSON  said,  he  agreed  that 
as  to  the  general  form  of  accounts  to  be 
applied  to  all  Societies  those  interested 
should  have  previous  knowledge  so  as  to 
enable  them,  through  their  Representa- 
tives in  the  House  or  in  some  other  way, 
to  raise  necessary  objection.  There 
could  not  be  a  doubt  that  protection  of 
that  kind  should  be  afforded.  He  was  in« 
some  doubt,  however,  as  to  how  the 
words  the  Government  proposed  to  insert 
would  be  interpreted.  Suppose  there- 
were  half  a  dozen  classes  of  Societies, 
some  containing  a  large  uumtier  of 
Societies  and  some  very  few.  How 
would  the  form  of  account  that  would  bo 
applicable  to  the  smallest  class  of 
Societies  be  interpreted  as  coming  within 
the  form  of  account  prescribed  for  general 
use  ? 

Mr.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  said,  that  the 
term  "  general "  must  be  taken  in  these 
matters  as  opposed  to  "  particular." 

Mr.  JACKSON  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  admit  that  there  was  & 
little  difficulty  in  the  words  selected. 
His  (Mr.  Jackson's)  desire  was  to  take 
care  that  they  did  not  put  into  the  clause 
words  which  might  be  interpreted  here- 
after in  a  sense  which  was  not  intended. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  London  attached  great  importance 
to  the  period  of  three  months,  but  that 
certainly  appeared  a  long  time.  One 
month,  or  even  40  days,  would  be  suffi- 
cient. 
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Mr.  B  ARTLE  Y  ol>jected  to  the  period 
of  three  months,  for  the  reason  that  such 
a  delaj  at  certain  seasons  would  frustrate 
the  object  in  view. 

Mr.  HOWELL  said,  the  ordinary 
course  in  matters  of  this  kind  was  to 
have  the  form  of  accounts  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  for  40  days. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said,  that 
if  the  words  in  question  were  omitted  the 
form  of  accounts  would  come  into  opera- 
tion at  once  instead  of  at  the  expiration 
of  three  months.  It  would  be  incon- 
venient to  wait  three  months,  and  then, 
if  Parliament  objected,  allow  the  matter 
to  go  back.  It  was  idle  to  enact  that  a 
certain  form  should  come  into  operation, 
and  then  allow  Parliament  a  kind  of 
posterior  power  of  review. 

♦Colonel  HUGHES  said,  the  object 
of  having  the  matter  before  Parliament 
would  be  that  corrections  might  be  made 
in  the  form  if  necessary.  For  this  pur- 
pose 40  days  would  be  sufficient,  but  to 
say  it  should  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  after  it  had  come  into  operation 
seemed  to  him  to  be  useless. 
•Sir  J.  LUBBOCK  said,  he  would  be 
willing  to  accept  the  period  of  40  days. 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  amended,  by  leaving  out 
the  words  *'  three  months/'  and  inserting 
the  words  "  forty  days." 

Words,  as  amended,  inserted. 

Mr.  H.  GLADSTONE  said,  he  would 
move  to  omit  Sub-section  (b),  on  the 
ground  that  if  it  were  retained  it  might 
act  as  an  incentive  to  Building  Societies 
to  keep  their  properties  in  arrear,  and  not 
take  possession  of  them,  so  as  not  to  give 
full  particulars. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  paee  2,  line 
24,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (b). — {Mr, 
If.  Gladstone,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  Sub-sec- 
tion (b)  stand  part  of  the  Bill.'* 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  BYLES  said,  he  desired  to  move 
to  omit  Sub-section  (c),  which  required 
that  every  annual  account  and  statement 
should  set  forth,  in  the  case  of  every 
mortgage  to  the  Society  where  the 
present  debt  exceeded  £5,000,  certain 
particulars  shown  in  the  first  part  of  the 
First     Schedule.       He  had  been    ooar- 


municated  with  by  a  great  many 
Building  Societies  of  very  high  character, 
and  he  found  that  the  very  best  experts 
in  Building  Society  work — ^men  who 
were  most  trusted  and  relied  upon  for 
advice — were  unanimously  opposed  to 
the  proposals  contained  in  this  and  the 
next  sub-section  of  the  clause.  The 
development  of  the  town  of  Bradford, 
where  the  working  classes  were  as  well 
housed  as  in  any  town  in  the  Kingdom, 
was  in  the  main  due  to  the  operation  of 
the  large  Building  Societies.  The  whole 
community  had  profited  by  them.  They 
had  invested  their  money  in  them,  and 
had  built  their  houses  by  means  of  them. 
Now  it  was  proposed  that  those  Societies 
who  were  doing  a  beneficial  and  legiti- 
mate trade  should  make  fiuch  returns  as 
would  undoubtedly  deprive  them  of  a 
very  large  and  profitable  portion  of  their 
business.  He  objected  to  legislation 
which,  in  endeavouring  to  catch  those 
who  were  dishonest  and  fraudulent  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty  injured,  and  to  a 
great  extent  destroyed,  not  only  the 
Societies  in  Bradford,  but  a  large  number 
of  other  Societies  in  the  West  Riding 
which  were  doing  a  similar  class  of 
business,  and  he  was  assured  on  authority 
which  he  could  not  doubt  that  that  would 
be  the  effect  of  the  8ub*8ection.  He  quoted 
from  a  letter  written  to  him  by  Mr. 
Binns,  who  had  given  evidence  before 
the  Committee,  to  the  effect  that  the 
clause  would  practically  extinguish  the 
jM'eeent  large  business  carried  on  by  his 
Society.     **  What,"  said  the  writer — 

"was  a  Society  with  an  annual  income  of 
£600,000  a  year  todof  No  borrower  would 
apply,  if  his  circamstaoces  were  liable  to  be 
discussed  by  Tom,  Dick,  and  Harry,  at  an  annual 
meeting.** 

There  were  other  Institutions  carrying  on 
precisely  the  same  business  who  were 
not  interfered  with,  and  the  inevitable 
effect  of  the  clause  would  be  that  persons 
who  wanted  to  borrow  large  sums  of 
money  on  mortgage  for  a  perfectly  legiti- 
mate purpose  would  no  longer  go  to 
Building  Societies  whose  directors  were 
members  of  the  highest  probity,  and  were 
by  their  character  (he  best  possible 
guarantee  for  the  solvency  of  the  Society, 
because  their  transactions  would  be  ex- 
posed to  the  world  ;  but  they  would  go  to 
other  Institutions  which  escaped  these 
restrictive  conditions.  Thus  a  useful  and 
highly    legitimate    bueriness    would    be 
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destroyed.      He,  therefore,    xnored  the 
omisgion  of  the  sub-section. 

Amendmeat  proposed,  ia  page  2,  line 
31,  to  leave  out  paragraph  (e),  pf  Sub- 
section 1,  of  Clause  2. — {Mr.  Byles.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  ^  in 
the  case  of  every  mortgage  to  the 
Society,'  stand  part  of  the  Bill.'' 

•Colonel  HUGHES  said,  that  the 
sub-section  which  it  was  proposed  to 
omit  was  very  necessary,  because  it  had 
been  proved  by  experience  that  Building 
Societies  had  of  ten  gone  wrong  by  lend- 
ing large  sums  to  contractors,  and  when 
a  Society  lent  on  mortgage  a  sum  of 
£5,000  and  upwards  it  was  necessary, 
for  the  protection  of  the  shareholders, 
that  the  fact  should  be  published.  The 
objection  raised  to  the  sub-section  was 
that  it  would  compel  the  disclosure  of 
business  transactions ;  but  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Schedule  which  would 
lead  to  identification  of  the  pro- 
perty. If  Building  Societies,  which 
were  really  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  their  shareholders  with  the 
means  of  acquiring  property  for  them- 
selves, and  in  most  cases  for  their  own 
occupation,  were  to  be  diverted  into 
agencies  for  enormous  loan  transactions 
for  the  building  of  large  blocks  of  build- 
ings on  estates,  forming  doubtful  security, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  shareholders, 
who  were  of  the  poorest  classes,  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
investments  ;  and  therefore  where  £5,000 
was  lent  on  one  mortgage,  it  was  right 
that  the  facts  should  be  published  by  the 
Building  Society. 

•Mr.  HOPWOOD  supported  the 
Amendment.  If  Building  Societies  were 
to  be  left  the  power  to  lend  £5,000  on  a 
mortgage,  why  impose  conditions  which 
would  prevent  the  exercise  of  the  power  ? 
Why  treat  their  managers  as  honest,  and 
at  the  same  time  take  security  against 
dishonesty?  He  had  been  told  a  few 
minutes  ago  that  a  number  of  public 
Companies  had  to  give  accopnts.  He 
was  aware  of  that ;  but  no  public  Com- 
panies were  required  to  render  such 
accounts ;  and  banks,  which  often  went 
wrong,  were  never  subjected  to  such 
degrading  conditions.  The  proposal 
went  beyond  the  due  bounds  of  legislative 
interference,  and  he,  therefore,  heartily 
supported  the  Amendment. 


•Mr.  H.  GLADSTONE  (Leeds,  W.) 
said,  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Shipley 
Division  had  spoken  as  if  the  sole  object 
of  the  framers  of  this  Bill  had  been  to 
strangle  all  the  Building  Societies 
throughout  the  country,  and  seemed  to 
consider  that  the  sub-section  they  were 
considering  was  intended  to  dictate  to 
the  Directors  what  sort  of  business  they 
might  in  the  future  alone  engage  in, 
and  how  they  were  to  do  it.  That  was 
not  so  at  all.  The  main  object  of  the 
Bill  was  to  give  protection  to  members 
of  Building  Societies,  and  he  considered 
that  the  members  of  Building  Socie- 
ties had  a  right  to  know  in  detail 
the  nature  of  the  transactions  that  the 
Directors  entered  upon.  He  could  not 
help  wondering  whether  the  hon.  Member 
had  really  seriously  considered  the  painful 
lesson  taught  by  the  failure  of  many  of 
these  Societies  that  had  taken  place 
lately  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Many 
large  Societies  had  failed,  of  which  they 
had  heard.  But  numbers  of  smaller 
Societies  of  which  they  had  not  heard  had 
failed,  bringing  loss  or  ruin  to  the  poorer 
classes.  How  could  members  be  ex- 
pected to  know  the  state  of  the  law,  and 
after  the  experience  gained  by  consider- 
ing the  Liberator  failure,  did  his  hon. 
Friend  think  they  could  really  get  at  the 
true  character  of  the  people  they  were 
dealing  with  ?  His  hon.  FViend  said  also 
that  this  sub-section  would  have  the 
effect  of  stopping  Building  Societies  from 
advancing'  large  sums  of  money.  That 
was  not  the  purpose  for  which  Building 
Societies  were  founded,  and  recent  ex- 
periences showed  pretty  conclusively  that 
that  kind  of  business  was  not  desirable. 
The  hon.  Member  had  quoted  from  a 
letter  of  Mr.  Binhs  in  support  of  his 
argument.  He  himself  had  examined 
Mr.  Binns  when  he  gave  evidence  before 
the  Select  Committee,  and  he  had  put 
this  very  point  to  him.  Mr.  Binns  then 
said  distinctly  that  he  had  no  objection  to 
offer,  so  far,  at  any  rate,  as  his  own 
Society  was  concerned.  He  felt,  there- 
fore, that  he  was  entitled  to  stand  by  the 
evidence  which  Mr.  Binns  had  given  be- 
fore the  Select  Committee  rather  than  by 
the  opinion  he  had  expressed  in  his 
letter  which  his  hon.  Friend  had  quoted 
from. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  (Leeds, 
Central)  said,  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Shipley  Division  seemed  satisfied  with 
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exbtiog  legislaiioii,  bat  he.  vaa  of 
opinion  himflelf  that  it  had,  at  any  rate, 
not  been  sufficient  to  protect  the  members 
of  Building  Societies  against  the  evil 
doings  of  the  officials.  He  maintained 
that  there  was  a  very  great  difference 
between  banks  and  Building  Societies. 
The  Birkbeck  was  the  solitary  exception 
that  he  knew  of  where  the  two  clanaes  of 
business  had  been  successfully  carried  on 
together.  He  pointed  out  that  Building 
Societies  were  not  founded  with  a  view 
to  carrying  on  business  of  the  same 
nature  as  that  of  banks,  and  on  that 
account  they  had  been  granted  special 
privileges.  It  was  exactly  this  very 
carrying  on  of  business  other  than  the 
strict  business  of  Building  Societies  by 
them  that  they  desired  to  see  checked. 
If  Building  Societies  wished  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  banks,  then  they  should 
register  themselves  as  limited  Com- 
panies. 

Mr.  BILLSON  (Devon,  Barnstaple) 
said,  that,  although  he  approved  of  the 
clause  as  a  whole,  he  wais  not  in  favour 
of  the  sub-section,  which  he  considered 
would  be  quite  unnecessary  if  the  classi- 
fication of  mortgagees  were  carried  a 
little  higher. 

Mr.  BABTLEY  said,  that  if  there 
had  been  such  a  Return  as  this  in  the 
ease  of  the  Liberator  Society,  where  there 
were  mortgages  amounting  to  £2,000,000 
or  £3,000,000,  was  it  conceivable  there 
would  not  have  been  some  alarm  taken 
years  before  ?  From  his  experience  he 
eould  say  that  there  was  not  much  risk  in 
lending  a  number  of  small  sums  in  dif- 
ferent quarters,  but  the  danger  came  in 
where  large  sums  were  lent  not  for 
Building  Society  purposes  proper,  but 
for  building  speculations.  Against  such 
risks  the  members  of  Building  Societies 
ought  to  be  protected. 

*Uk.  JACKSON  (Leeds,  N.)  said,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Shipley,  in  moving  the 
present  Amendment,  desired,  not  to 
amend,  but  to  kill  the  Bill.  He  hoped 
the  House  and  Building  Societies  also 
would  understand  that  that  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  Amendment.  The  hon. 
Member  quoted  a  high  authority  for  the 
statement  that  if  the  sub-section  was 
included  in  the  Bill  it  would  destroy  the 
most  profitable  business  of  Building 
Societies.  In  reply,  he  conld  assert 
that  all  the  men  coming  before 
tbl^;  Select    Committee    who    had    had 

Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 


experience  of  the  winding-up  of  these 
Societies,  and  to  whose  judgment  great 
weight  ought  to  be  attached,  were 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  clause  as  pro- 
posed in  the  Bill.  In  the  Select  Com- 
mittee there '  was  not  a  single  Division 
upon  this  clause,  nor,  indeed,  in  regard 
to  the  whole  Bill ;  the  Committee  were 
absolutely  unanimous  in  passing  the  Bill 
as  it  stood.  He  stated  boldly  and 
frankly  that,  in  hls^  opinion,  the  Building 
Societies  Acts  were  never  intended  to 
carry  on  the  class  of  business  affected  by 
the  sub-section.  If  Buildinc^  Societies 
desired  to  lend  £20,000,  £30,000,  or 
£60,000  on  mortgages,  that  was  not  the 
kind  of  business  for  which  they  were  es- . 
tablished.  He  could  not  refrain  from 
sayings — the  hon.  Member  forced  it  from 
him — that  it  was  a  remarkable  fact  that 
the  high  authority  quoted  represented  a 
Society  that  made  no  return  of  its  pro- 
perties in  possession.  The  gentleman 
bad  been  one  of  the  strongest  oppo- 
nents of  this  Bill.  He  made  rather 
an  extraordinary  statement  to  the 
members  of  the  Building  Societies 
Association.  He  took  the  position  that 
the  safest  mortga^s  were  the  largest 
mortgages.  Mr.  Binns,  however,  spoke 
with  two  voices,  because,  when  he  came 
before  the  Select  Committee,  he  stated, 
in  answer  to  a'  question  put  by  himself, 
that— 

"The  more  yoix  spread  the  risks  and  the 
smaller  the  iadividnal  amounts  the  better  for 
everybody  concerned.'*  • 

That  was  not  quite  consistent  with 
the  opinion  this  high  authority  ex- 
pressed in  the  Association.  He  thought 
the  House  might  take  it  that  Mr. 
Bions  before  the  Committee  con- 
firmed the  view  that  really  the  danger 
was  in  the  larger  mortgages.  Reference 
had  been  made  to  the  fact  that  the  re- 
quirements contained  in  this  clause  were 
not  put  upon  bankers  and  others.  There 
had,  however,  been  a  very  pressing 
demand  for  investigation  as  to  the  invest- 
ments of  large  Trust  Companies.  That 
demand  had  been  resisted  by  the  Du^ectors 
of  such  Cooipauieo.  for  a  long  time,  but 
had  at  last  been  conceded.  In  his  opinion, 
if  such  a  power  as  was  given  by  the  sub- 
section had  been  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  members  of  Trust  Companies  an 
enorn^ous  proportion  of  the  disasters  that 
bad  resulted  from  the  operations  of  such 
Companies  would,  v^  all  probability,  have 
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been  avaidfid.  He  did  uot  think  it  wiis 
desirable  to  subject  business  to  too  many 
legislative  restrlctioDS,  but  the  business 
with  vliioh  this  Bill  dealt  was  of  a  pai^ 
ticular  kind.  The  sub-section  was  in* 
tended  to  protect  small  people  against, 
it  might  be,.the  officers  of  Societies.  All 
that  was.  asked  for  was  that  the  members 
of  business  Societies  should  be  placed  in 
such  a  position  that  they  would  be  able 
to  ascertain  more  accurately  and  in  greater 
detail  how  such  Societies  stood.  He 
thought .  they  were  entitled  to  the  infor- 
mation referred  to,  and  that  it  was  infer* 
matiou  which  would  be  of  the  greatest 
value  to  the  Societies,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  it  would  not  do  a  particle  of  injury 
to  a  sound  and  solvent  Society.  Although 
this  Bill  had  not  become  law,  a  large 
proportion  of  the  Societies  which  had  held 
their  aonnal  meetings  since  the  return  of 
properties  in  possession  was  moved  for 
in  the  House  of  Commons  had  taken  up 
the  question  and  giv^en  the  information  to 
their  Members.  He  was  certain  that  if 
the  information  were  not  required  by 
Parliament  it  would  be  demanded  by  the 
members  themselves  in  the  future.  There- 
fore there  could  be  no  harm  in  insertiug 
.  this  provision  in  the  Bill. 

Mb.  BYLES  :  Therefore  there  can  be 
no  good. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  hardly  sees  the  tendency  of  his 
argument.  Why  do  not  the  members  get 
the  information  now  ? 

Mr.  BYLES  :  They  do  in  our 
Society. 

Mr.  'JACKSON :  If  so,  I  do  not 
quite  see  why  the  giving  of  it  in  future 
can  doauy  harm,  and  why  Members  should 
not  have  a  statutory  right  to  demand  it. 

Mb.  BYL£S:  It  is  given  in  the 
aggregate,  and  not  in  such  a  manner  that 
every  individual  mortgage  can  be  traced 
to  the  detriment  of  business. 

Mr.  JACKSON  said,  the  fact  was 
that  it  was  given  in  a  form  that  the 
Members  could  not  understand.  The  Bill 
did  not  provide  that,  there  should  be 
given  name  or  Jocaiity  or  description  of 
property,  and  therefore  nobody  without 
special  knowledge  would  be  able  to 
identify  any  one  of  the  properties  given. 
In  his  opinion,  without  the  Schedules 
the  Bill  would  not  be  worth  the  paper  it 
was  printed  on.  They  were  the  vital  part 
of  the  measure,  and  the  hon.  Member 
knew  it  perfectly  well.    What  was  the 


1634 

hon.  Member^s  reason  for  opposing  th^ 
sub-section  he  (Mr.  Jackson)  could  npt 
say.  The  hon.  Member's  object  was 
not  to  amend  the  Bill  but  to  destroy  it, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  assent 
to  his  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  ugreed  to. 

*Mr.  BYLES  moved  the  omission  of 
Sub-section  (d),  explaining  that  he  did 
so,  so  as  to  haye  the  opportunity  of  re- 
piyiog  to  some  of  the  observations  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr* 
Jackson).  As  to  Mr.  Binns,  hei  (Mr. 
Byles)  could  see  nothing  in  the  evidenc^ 
given  by  that  gentleman  that  was  incon- 
sistent with  what  he  had  stated,  pit  ,w^ 
perfectly  clear  that  Mr.  Binns  was  sust 
picious  of  any  information  being  asked 
for  which  would  enable  individual  mort- 
gages to  be  traced.  When  he^Mr.  Byles) 
said  that  there  was  unanimity  he  meanj^ 
that  amongst  the  many  correspondent^ 
from  whom  he  had  had  letters,  and 
who  represented  good  Societies,  there 
was  practical  unanimity.  Mr.  Binns  had 
been  perfectly  consistent  all  through, 
and  there  was  nothing  in  the  evidence 
he  gave  before  the  Committee  to  show 
that  he  did  not  object  to  returns  which 
would  result  in  revelations  being 
made.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  he  believed  that  no  particle  ,of 
injury  would  be  done  by  this  provision^ 
and  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  trace 
particular  properties.  All  he  (Mr.  Byles) 
could  say  was  that  the  authorities  who 
had  been  in  correspondence  with  him 
thought  that  injury  would  be  done,  and 
that  the  properties  could  be  traced.  He 
was  told  that  in  the  West  Biding  of 
Yorkshire  (which  was  a  Register 
county)  everyone  who  liked  would  be 
able  to  ascertain  the  name  of  the  mort- 
gage, the  estimated  value  of  the  property, 
and  the  state  of  the  Building  Society's 
account  in  regard  to  it.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  hon.  Member  behind 
him  (Mr.  G.  Balfour),  as  well  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  H.  Gladstone) 
iu  charge  of  the  Bill,  were  Members  for 
the  Borough  of  Leeds.  There  was  a 
great  Society  at  Leeds,  and  some  Build- 
ing Society  experts  thought  they  could 
see  the  hand  of  that  Society  running  all 
through  this  Bill.  It  was  a  little  un- 
fortunate that  three  influential  Members 
representing  one  borough  should  have 
been  on  the  Committee,  and  should  be 
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promoting  this  Bill  when  they  w^  told 
bj  Members  from  other  parts  of  the 
oonntrj  that  the  measure  was  extremely 
objectioiiabie  to  other  Societies.  Sub- 
section (d)  proposed  that  additional  par- 
ticulars should  be  giyen  of  properties 
in  possession.  He  Iwlieved  that  to  give 
such  particulars  in  the  manner  proposed 
in  the  Schedule  would  be  detrimental 
and  misleading.  One  of  the  particulars 
asked  for  was  the  original  valuation  of 
the  property.  Of  what  good,  he  asked, 
would  such  information  be  ?  He  could 
give  Instances  of  properties  which  had 
been  added  to  since  they  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  Society,  and  which 
were  now  worth  a  great  deal  more  in 
consequence.  He  could  give  instances 
of  other  properties  where  fires  had 
occurred,  and  where,  perhaps,  half  the 
properties  had  been  destroyed.  What 
was  really  wanted,  if  anything  was 
wanted,  was  the  present  value  of  the 
property.  The  only  effect  of  asking  for 
particulars  of  properties  in  possession  was 
to  oblige  the  Societies  at  once  to  realise 
such  properties.  [^Cries  of  "No!"] 
That  would  be  the  natural  effect,  because 
the  Societies  would  wish  to  get  their 
borrowing  limit  restored.  They  would, 
therefore,  be  almost  forced  to  realise  pro- 
perties at  a  time  when  they  conld  not  be 
favourably  realised,  and  the  Societies 
would  consequently  suffer  very  con- 
siderable loss.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  gentlemen  who  were  taking 
part  in  the  Debate  in  favour  of  the  Bill 
were  thinking  of  a  totally  different  class 
of  Building  Societies  from  that  which  he 
had  in  his  mind.  There  were  no  doubt 
many  insolvent  Building  Societies,  and  it 
might  be  desirable  to  subject  such 
Societies  to  the  legislative  restrictions 
proposed  by  the  Bill,  but  there  was  also 
a  class  of  Societies  of  great  importance, 
magnitude,  and  value  which  were  abso- 
lutely trnsted  by  their  members ;  which 
were  doing  legitimate  and  beneficial 
business,  and  which  would  be  seriously 
injured  by  the  proposals  of  this  Bill. 
This  legislation,  which  was  aimed  at 
dishonest  Societies,  would  inevitably 
injure  honest  Societies.  In  casting  the 
net  to  catch  the  guilty  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill  were  catching  the  righteous  too. 
He  could  not  help  suggesting  in  regard 
to  the  bad  Societies  which  the  Bill  was 
aimed  at  that  there  was  no  certainty  that 
true   retarns   would    be   obtained  from 

Mr.  Bytes 


them.  The  Diieetors  of  such  Societies 
as  the  Liberator  were  surely  very  skilful 
in  fraud  and  in  the  process  of  driving  » 
coaeh-and»eix  through  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment. When  this  Bill'  was  passed  it 
would  be  found  that  it  would  be  laughed 
at  by  such  men.  Those  who  were  frau- 
dulent would  be  frandnlent  still,  and  the 
returns  they  would  send  in  would  be  un- 
trustworthy. He  firmly  believed  that 
this  kind  of  legislation  ought  to  be  more 
carefully  thought  out.  It  was  legislation 
in  a  panic.  It  was  legislation  that  had 
been  suggested  by  the  Liberator  frauds. 

An  hon.  Member  :  They  were  two 
years  ago. 

•Mb.  BYLES  said,  the  BiU  would 
never  have  been  thought  of  but  for  those 
frauds.  He  had,  of  course,  no  desire  to 
defend  fraudulent  Companies.  He  should 
be  very  glad  if  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
got  ail  the  rascals  into  their  net,  and  he 
should  not  care  much  what  was  dbue  with 
them,  as  he  thought  there  was  nothing 
worse  than  defrauding  honest  working 
men.  He  had  no  arriere  pensee  in  pro- 
posing the  Amendment.  It  was  the 
honest,  straightforward,  well  and  demo- 
cratically managed  Societies  that  he  had 
in  mind,  and  he  asked  the  House  to  be 
careful  how  it  imposed  upon  them  re- 
strictions which  would  destroy  their 
legitimate  business. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line  S5, 
to  leave  out  paragraph  (d),of  Sub-section 
1,  of  Clause  2.'-^Mr.  B^es.) 

Question  proposed,  ^^Tbat  the  words 
'  in  the  case  of  every  property  of  which 
the  Society '  stand  part  of  the  Bill.** 

*SiR  J.  LUBBOCK  said,  that  no  one 
would  suspect  the  hon.  Member  of  any 
arriere  pensie  in  this  matter,  or  that  his 
wish  was  other  than  to  promote  the  good 
of  Building  Societies.  He  was  a  little 
surprised  to  hear  it  said  that  the  object 
of  his  hon.  Friend  and  those  with  whom 
he  acted  was  to  destroy  the  Bill.  Having 
been  in  frequent  communication  with  the 
hon.  Member  on  the  subject,  he  (Sir 
J.  Lubbock)  felt  bound  to  say  that 
the  hon.  Member^s  desire  was  to  make 
the  Bill  a  good  Bill.  It  was  not  the  fact 
that  all  the  authorities  were  in  favour  of 
this  sub-section ;  and  if  the  Committee 
on  the  Bill  did  not  divide  on  these 
points  it  was  only  because  the  minority 
knew  that  they  would  be  outvotedi  and. 
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therefore  did  noft  put  the  Commhte^  to 
the  trouble  of  takiog  Div^iiioiwi  It  mutft 
not  be  supposed  that  the  Committee  were 
in  favour  ^f'All^hese  suggeetions.  He 
very  much  feared  that  the  clause  wpuld 
have  the  effect  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Shipley  Division  had  indicated  ; 
but  he  recognised  that  hi^h  authorities 
believed  its  advantages  to'  outweigh 
its  disadvantages.  He  Would  suggest, 
however,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  might  meet  the  hon. 
Member  for  Shipley  by  modifying  the 
Schedule.  It  might  in  two  particulars 
be  altered  to  meet  in  some  degree  the 
objections  which  had  been  urged.  The 
publication  of  the  roll  number  of  the  pro- 
perty secured  uo  particular  advautage, 
while  it  made  identification  easier  ;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  there  was  nothing  to 
be  gained  by  requiring  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  debt  when  possession  was 
taken. 

Mr.  HOWELL  said,  that  one  of  the 
advantages  of  the  Schedule  was  that  the 
amount  of  the  debt  was  stated. 

Sir  J.  LUBBOCK  said,  it  was 
desirable  that  that  statement  should  be 
made,  but  it  would  be  given  in  column  9. 
He  had  spoken  in  regard  to  column  8. 

Mr.  HOWELL  said,  that  the  Leeds 
Society  set  an  example  to  other  Societies 
all  over  the  country  ;  and  it  would  be 
highly  advantageous  to  have  their  Rules 
universal.  Under  their  Rules  one  could  see 
in  a  moment  from  the  accounts  the  amount 
of  the  debt  remaining  to  be  paid  and  the 
amount  of  the  redemption  wanted  on  the 
property. 

Mr.  BARTLET  said,  that  sometimes 
too  much  was  made  of  the  bogey  of  identi- 
fication. No  doubt  it  was  not  desirable 
that  every  property  should  be  advertised, 
and  that  everythiug  about  it  should  be 
known,  but  the  importance  of  identifi- 
cation was  over  estimated.  If  property 
was  in  arrear  over  £5,000,  he  did  not 
think  any  great  harm  would  happen  if 
somebody  knew  about  it.  He  laid  great 
stress  on  column  8  of  the  particulars.  It  was 
very  important  that  people  should  see 
the  amount  of  debt  when  possession  was 
taken,  for  that,  together  with  the  state- 
ment of  the  present  amount  included  in 
assets,  showed  whether  the  property  was 
getting  worse  or  better.  No  doubt  there 
were  cases  in  which  the  property  taken 
over  was  quite  good,  but  they  were  special 
cases.    As  a  general  rule,  it  was  the 


worst  property  which  came  into  poesesv 
sion»  It  did  not  follow  that  because 
property  was  valuable  over  and  above 
the  adVanoe  it  would  not  oome  into  pos* 
session,  or  that  the  owner  would  not  like 
to  sell  it.  But  as  a  rule  these  were  pro^ 
perties  which  were  of  the  least  value,  and 
the  value  of  which  was  getting  less  and 
less.  These  two  columns  would  show 
everybody  the  class  of  property  and 
whether  it  was  improving  or  not.  Con« 
sidering  the  great  importance  to  de- 
positors and  those  interested  in  the 
Societies  of  knowing  whether  the 
Societies  were  developing  or  deteriorating 
tiiese  two  columns  should  remain. 
«Mr.  H.  GLADSTONE  said,  he  was 
afraid  the  suggestions  of  the  right  hon« 
Member  for  Londop  University  as  to  the 
Schedule  could  not  be  accepted.  He  had 
an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  requiring  a 
statement  to  be  made  of  the  present 
debt  on  properties  in  arrear,  and  to  re- 
quire a  statement  of  the  amount  of  debt 
on  taking  possession  was  only  one  step 
further.  The  hon.  Member  for  Shipley 
thought  that  there  was  a  sinister  in- 
fluence from  ^eeds  at  work  to  frame  the 
Bill  so  as  to  injure  all  Societies  out  of 
Leeds.  But  no  l^s  than  four  Bills  were 
brought  forward  last  year,  and  two  of 
them  did  not  emanate  from  Leeds. 
So  far  as  the  Government  Bill  was  con- 
cerned it  was  drawn  on  the  lines  sug- 
gested by  the  Registrar  from  his  own 
large  experience.  With  regard  to  the 
particular  Amendment  under  discussion 
he  might  Say  that  he  could  not  accept  it, 
but  he  proposed  to  accept  that  which 
stood  upon  the  Paper  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Spen  Valley  Divi- 
sion of  Yorkshire,  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  providing  that  properties  in 
possession  should  not  be  scheduled  until 
after  they  had  been  12  months  in  pos- 
session. He  thought  that  that  would 
meet  the  practical  objection  to  the  clause 
which  had  been  pointed  out  by  the 
Building  Societies*  authorities.  In  the 
case  of  well-managed  Building  Societies, 
when  properties  came  into  possession  a 
considerable  amount  of  money,  sometimes 
equalling,  or  exceeding  the  rental,  was  ^ 
expended  upon  them  in  order  to  make  «r 
the  best  of  the  properties  with  a  view  to 
disposing  of  them  to  the  best  advantage. 
As  he  had  said,  during  the  first  year  it 
often  happened  that  the  outgoings  on  the 
property  actually  exceeded  the  income. 
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Thai  might  have  a  verj  deleterious  effect 
on  the  Belling  valae  of  the  properties,  and 
HO  the  Government  had  concluded  to 
aecept  the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  Friend 
which*  he  thought,  really  met  anj  serious 
objection  to  the  clause.  He  had  only 
one  more  remark  to  make  on  this  ques- 
tion. The  opiniooft  of  various  authorities 
had  been  referred  to,  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Shipley  had  said,  in  connection 
with  the  Liberator  Society,  that  a  skilled 
auditor  would  be  able  to  drive  a  coach 
and  six  through  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
The  skilled  evidence  taken  on  the  subject 
did  not  support  this  view.  Mr.  Stewart, 
the  liquidator  of  the  Liberator  group  of 
Societies,  was  asked  whether  it  would 
have  been  possible  for  creditors,  if  this 
clause  had  been  passed  into  law  at 
the  time,  to  remain  in  ignorance  of 
the  position  of  the  Society,  and  he  re- 
plied that  if  the  auditor  had  done  his 
duty  and  acted  up  to  his  certificate  it 
would  have  been  impossible.  The  Go- 
vernment proposed  to  alter  the  certificate 
of  the  auditor,  and  he  believed  that  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  what  happened 
in  the  case  of  the  Liberator  would  be 
practically  impossible.  The  opinion  of 
Mr.  Stewart  was  upheld  by  other  experi- 
enced gentlemen,  amongst  them  being 
Mr.  Peek,  who  was  the  official  liquidator 
in  the  Portsea  Island  Building  Society's 
«ase«  Under  the  circumstances  the  Go« 
vemment  must  ask  the  House  to  reject 
the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  Friend. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Whittaker, 
the  following  Amendment  was  agreed 
to  : — ^Page  2,  line  35,  leave  out  "  is," 
and  insert  *'  has  been  12  months." 

Amendment  proposed^  in  page  2,  line 
37,  after  Sub*section  (d)  to  insert  the 
words — 

**  In  the  case  of  erery  mortgage  to  the  Society 
where  the  repayments  are  upw£^  of  12  months 
in  arrear  at  the  date  of  the  account  or  state- 
ment, the  particulars  shown  by  the  tabular 
form  in  Part  III.  of  the  First  Schedule  of  this 
Act."— (.Vr.  jy.  OladHone,^ 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.*' 

Amendment  amended,  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  *'  society,**  in  line  1,  the 
words  '*  not  included  in  Part  I.  or  Part  II. 
of  the  First  Schedule  of  this  Act.** — 
{Mr.  WhiUaher.) 

Mr.  H.  Gladstone 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment^  in  line  1,  to  leave  out  the 
words  **  repayments  are/*  and  tneert  the 
worda  ^Mnterest  is.**— (6Vr  «/.  LtMoek.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  repayments  are  *  stand  part  of  the  pro- 
posed Amendment.** 

•Mb.  J.  B.  BALFOUB  said,  the  Go- 
vernment could  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  but  they 
would  meet  the  point  by  adding,  after 
the  word  ^^  repayments,**  the  words  '^  or 
interest  where  no  capital  is  overdue.** 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  further  amended,  by  in- 
serting, after  the  word  "  repayments,**  in 
line  1,  the  words  ^*or  interest  where  a 
part  of  the  capital  is  overdue,"  and  by 
leaving  oat,  in  line  2,  the  words  '*  date 
of  the  account  or  statement,**  and  insert- 
ing the  words  *•*'  end  of  the  official  year.** 

Words,  as  amended,  inserted. 

*CoLONEL  HUGHES  moved,  in  page 
3,  line  8,  after  the  word  *'  him,**  to  insert 
the  words — 

**  and  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  every  auditor  to 
^^  verify  and  si^  a  book  containing  a  reoord  of 
all  the  deeds  relating  to  each  Zl  such  mort- 
gages." 

He  said,  in  well  regulated  Societies  a 
deed  book  was  kept,  which  contained  not 
only  the  statement  that  there  was  a 
bundle  of  deeds  but  as  to  every  deed  in 
the  bundle,  and  the  auditors  should  be 
responsible  for  examining  each  of  these 
bundles  thoroughly.  He  had  known 
many  Societies  where  wrong-doing  had 
taken  place,  and  one  frequent  source  of 
dishonesty  had  been  the  abatraction  of 
deeds  either  by  or  through  the  negli- 
gence of  officials.  Unless  the  deeds 
were  signed  for  on  the  occasion  of  the 
audit  tbey  could  never  prove  whether  the 
auditor  saw  them  or  not.  This  book 
containing  a  record  of  deeds  would  be  an 
additional  security,  and  he  therefore 
begged  to  move  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
3,  after  the  word  ^  bim,**  to  insart  the 
words — 

"  And  it  shall  be  the  daty  of  every  auditor  to 
verify  and  sign  a  book  oontaining  a  reoord  of 
all  the  deeia  relating  to  each  of  such 
mortgages." — (  Colonel  Hvghts .) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted/' 
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Mb.  CR08FIELD  (Linoolii).veDtuf£id 
to  hope  that  ibis  Ameadment  woaid  not 
be  accepted.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  Tery  ciunberaome  du ty  the  iion.  Mem- 
ber Bought  to  impose  upon  an  auditor 
would  defeat  the  very  object  of  the  audit. 
Those  hon.  Members  who  were  at  all 
acquainted  with  property  would  know 
that  a  very  small  area  of  ground  might 
involve  a  very  large  number  of  deeds. 
These  deeds^  in  practice,  were  made  up 
into  a  bundle,  and  they  remained  in 
possession  of  the  Society  for  many  years 
in  succession.  The  auditor  would  be 
required  to  verify  the  schedule  and  list  of 
these  deeds  for  each  annual  account.  He 
would  never  do  that,  but  in  practice  he 
went  over  them.  The  first  time  they 
appeared  in  the  Society^s  book  he  would 
make  them  into  a  bundle,  and  if  he  knew 
his  business  he  would  put  his  own  seal  on 
that  bundle.  The  next  time  he  verified 
these  deeds  he  did  not  do  it  by  breaking 
bis  own  seaU  but  he  satisfied  himself  that 
the  seal  had  not  been  broken  and  again 
certified  that  he  had  seen  the  bundle  of 
deeds.  Surely  to  ask  a  man  to  see  every 
document  in  the  bundle  of  deeds  would 
be  an  impossibility. 

Mr.  HOWELL  hoped  the  House  would 
accept  the  Amendment.  Some  time  ago 
he  was  solicited  to  become  a  trustee  of  a 
Society.  He  consented,  after  a  good 
deal  of  negotiations  and  upon  certain 
conditions,  die  first  of  which  was  that  he 
should  see  for  himself  the  deeds  repre- 
senting the  property  of  the  Society.  He 
was  told  that  there  was  no  necessity  for 
this,  that  the  deeds  had  been  examined 
and  were  all  right,  and  so  on.  He  was 
told  that  he  might  feel  quite 
assured  that  everything  was  perfectly 
safe.  This  did  not  satisfy  him, 
and  if  he  was  to  become  a 
trustee  he  insisted  on  the  fulfilment  of  the 
condition  that  he  should  see  the  deeds. 
He  had  no  f itfther  communication  from 
the  Society  for  a  period  of  three  months, 
when  some  of  the  Directors  wanted  to 
know  why  it  was  that  he  did  not  take  his 
position  as  trustee.  The  object  in  the 
particular  instance  to  which  he  referred 
was  to  obtain  his  consent  to  act  as 
trustee  of  the  Society  without  the 
possibility  of  seeing  the  deeds  represent- 
ing the  property  for  which  he  was  to 
become  trustee.  The  bare  fact  that  an 
lostitution^— and  an  Institution  in  Lon- 
don— 9l90uld  imagipe^or  a  single  moment 


'that  a  man  would  accept  the  position  of. 
trustee  without  an  opportunity  of  verify* 
ing  the  .  deeda  for  himself  .showed  the* 
absolute  ueoessity  of  potting' provision  in 
an  Act  of  Parliament*  He  hoped  th&t 
for  the  protection:  of  members^  officers, 
and  trustees  of  Societies,  as  well  as 
auditors,  the  Government  would  accept 
this  Amendment. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said,  he 
could  quite  understand  t^iat  when  the  bom 
Member  became  trustee  of  a  Society  lie* 
might  have  been  careful  tp.  go  througii 
every  deed  seriatim.  But  supposing  it  was 
part  of  the  duties  of  a  trustee  to  go  through 
every  deed  every  year,  the  boq.  Member 
and  many  others .  would  hesitate  before 
they  accepted  the  officer  of  trustee.  He 
very  much  doubted  whether  the  words  of 
his  hon.  Friend^s  Amendment  really 
carried  the  meaning  which  he.  gathered 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman's  speech  he  in- 
tended they  should  carry.  He  doubted 
whether  the  words 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auditor  to  verify 
and  s'gfu  a  book  containing  a  record  of  )ill  the 
deeds  relating  to  each  of  such  mortgages/' 

carried  with  them  any  further  meaning 
than  that  the  auditor  should  satisfy  him* 
self  that  the  deeds  .^ero  there.  If  the 
auditor  bad  adopted  the  very  common 
plan  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Lincoln — namely,  of  once  for  all  looking 
throueh  the  packet  of  deeds  and  sefiling 
it  with  his  own  seal,  it  would  be  quite  un- 
necessary for  him  each  year  to  go  through 
all  the  deeds.  He  understood  his  hon. 
Friend  would  be  satisfied  with  an 
Amendment  to  th^  effect  that  the  auditor 
should  satisfy  himself  that  all  the  deeds 
were  there,  which  he  could  easily  do 
without  going  though  them  seriatim  each 
year. 

•Mr«  H.  GLADSTONE  said,  the 
Government  could  not  accept  this  Amend* 
ment  because,  although  they  were  all 
agreed  as  to  its  object,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  went  much  beyond 
the  Bill  as  it  now  stood.  The  Bill  pro- 
vided that  the  auditor  should  certify  that 
he  had  actually  inspected  the  mortgage 
deeds  and  other  securities  belonging  to 
the  Society.  If  a  document  was  missing 
and  he  certified  the  number  as  correct  he 
gave  a  false  certificate.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  sub-section  as  it  stood  was 
quite  sufficient  if  they  had  an  honest 
auditor.     Of  course,  if  they  had  a  dis** 
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hoDost  (me  the  AmendmeDt  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Oentleman  waB  no  pro- 
taction  at  all.  That  was  how  the  matter 
straok  ^e  Oovernment,  and  therefore 
they  could  not  accept  the  AtilkendnieDt. 
.^CoLONBL  HUGHES  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leaye,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CBEMER  desired  to  move  an 
Amendment  by  waj  of  addition  to  that 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Woolwich. 

An  hon.  Mbhb£B  :  It  is  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CREMEB  said,  he  should  then 
address  a  question  to  Mr.  Speaker  as  to 
what  course  he  ought  to  pursue,  and  if  he 
should  be  able  to  move  the  words  as  a 
separate  Amendment.  The  words  be 
desired{to  add  were  these — 

•«  And  if  such  mortgages  have  been  effected 
onhonaes,  the  auditor  shall  state  whether  such 
houses  are  occupied,  and  if  nnooeniHed  how  long 
they  have  been  so." 

The  object  of  such  an  Amendment  would 
be  manifest  to  anyone  who  had  any 
practical  acquaintance  with  Building 
Societies. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER;  As  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
has  been  withdrawn,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
cannot  add  the  addition  to  it  which  he 
has  indicated,  but  he  can  bring  up  the 
words  as  a  separate  Amendment  imposing 
that  duty  on  the  auditor. 

*Mr.  CREMEB  intimated  that  he 
wonld  take  the  opportunity  of  doing  this 
at  a  later  stage,  when  he  should  be  abte 
to  adduce  what  he  thought  would  be 
deemed  to  be  sufficient  reasons  for  giving 
this  information  to  the  shareholders.  He 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
consider  whether  he  could  not  see  his  way 
to  requiring  that  this  information  should 
be  duly  set  forth, 

Mr.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  said,  he  was 
afraid  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.Cremer)  was 
proposing  something  which  was  entirely 
beyond  Ujc  scope  of  the  auditors^  duties. 
The  business  of  the  auditor  was  to  look 
through  the  books  and  documents  placed 
before  him  and  to  verify  what  he  saw, 
but  it  was  a  matter  of  outside  information 
altogether  whether  the  houses  or  pro- 
perties were  occupied  or  not.  If  that 
information  was  required,  it  wonld 
require  to  be  demanded  in  another 
form.    . 

Mr.  H.  Gladstone 


*Mr.  CREMEB  said,  be  wotdd  move 
it  in  the  form  of  a  new  column  to  the 
Schedule* 

*CotONXL  HUGHES  said,  the  next 
Amendment  he  desired  to  move  raised 
the  very  important  question  as  to  the 
proportion  of  members  who  might  ask 
for  an  inquiry.  An  inquiry  must 
naturally  put  a  Society  not  only  on  its 
defence,  but  almost  lead  to  a  cessation  of 
business,  because  people  were  naturally 
timid,  and,  although  he  thought  it  a  most 
desirable  thing  that  there  should  be  an 
inquiry,  it  was  a  most  serious  matter  for 
a  going  concern,  and  should  not  be  done 
on  the  motion  of  a  few  discontented 
people,  who  might  have  had  some  dispute 
with  the  Society  which  they  ought  to 
have  referred  to  arbitrators.  As  the  Bill 
now  stood,  any  10  members  could  combine 
and  harass  and  even  ruin  a  Society  on 
the  suspicion  of  something  being  wrong. 
It  was  true  the  Registrar  had  got  to  grant 
it,  but  the  application  was  a  thing  which 
would  be  known,  and  this  in  itself  might 
do  a  great  deal  of  harm.  It  seemed  to 
him  a  pity  not  to  make  it  some  sort  of 
proportion  of  the  total  number  of  mem- 
bers— say,  one-tenth  of  the  whole  number. 
By  the  present  proposal  he  thought  they 
were  giving  10  people  a  power  for  mis- 
chief which  they  ought  not  to  have,  and 
for  the  security  of  the  bulk  of  the  share- 
holders it  ought  at  least  to  be  a  tenth  of 
the  whole  number.  Then  the  question 
was,  whether  it  should  be  the  whole 
number  of  members  or  only  those  who  were 
investors  ?  He  did  not  think  a  borrower 
had  much  right  to  an  investigation  unless 
he  participated  in  profits.  There  were 
Societies  of  different  kinds.  In  a  Society 
to  which  he  belonged  the  whole  of  the 
profits  and  losses  belonged  to  the  invest- 
ing shareholders.  The  borrowers  were 
exempt  by  the  Rules  from  any 
liability  for  loss.  In  that  case  he 
did  not  think  the  borrowers  ought 
to  have  the  right  to  investigate  the 
affairs  of  a  Society  of  their  own  motion, 
or  to  join  with  others  in  investigating  the 
affairs  of  the  Socielty.  He  did  not  attach 
so  very  much  importanoe  to  this  point, 
but  he  did  lay  great  stress  upon  the 
proportion  of  one-tenth  of  the  whole 
number. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
19,  to  leave  out  the  word  **  ten,''  and 
insert  the  words  **  one-tenth  of  the  whole 
number  of  the."—- (Coloiie/  Hughes.) 
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Question  proposed,  *^  That  •  the  word 
*  ten  *  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  BABTLEY  said,  he  did  not 
think  they  could  possibly  agree  to 
such  a  proposal  as  this,  because  in  the 
larger  Societies  it  would  render  it  quite 
impossible  to  have  an  inquiry  at  all.  The 
subsequent  sub-clauses  were  so  carefully 
drawn  that  he  thought  it  prevented  any 
possibility  of  such  a  case  happening  as 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Colonel  Hughes) 
had  referred  to.  First  of  all,  the  Begis- 
trar  was  to  be  the  judge,  and  then  all 
expenses  incidental  to  die  inquiry  were 
to  fall  upon  these  persons  if  it  was  a 
fictitious  case.  He  thought  persons 
would  be  very  careful  in  bringing  up  a 
case  of  this  sort  where  they  were  liable 
to  pay  the  costs  unless  there  was  some 
foundation  for  it.  The  Committee 
thought  over  this  a  great  deal,  and  they 
saw  the  difficulty  of  fixing  any  number 
without  making  it  unreasonable  for  some 
Societies.  In  giving  the  Begistrar  the 
discretion  he  thought  the  Bill  a3  it  stood 
really  covered  all  difficulties,  and  to  make 
the  proportion  one-ienth  would  render 
the  clause  practically  useless. 

Mr.  field  said,  he  thought  there 
ought  to  be  some  ratio  of  the  total  num- 
ber of  members*  He  knew  perfectly  well 
that  discontented  persons  who  had  to  do 
with  Building  Societies  could  do  a 
great  deal  of  harm  unless  this  section 
was  drawn  in  the  way  suggested.  This 
would  give  greater  security  to  those  who 
had  perhaps  sunk  all  their  money  in  one 
of  these  Societies. 

Mr.  GEBALD  BALFOUB  said,  he 
thought  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
spoken  had  failed  to  observe  that  the 
protection  he  desired  was  provided  by  the 
clause  as  it  stood.  He  believed  that  if 
an  application  were  made  and  actually 
refused  by  the  Begistrar  the  probable 
effect  would  be  not  to  weaken  but  to 
strengthen  a  Society. 
•Mr.  BANBUBY  said,  he  thought 
if  some  words  were  put  in  limiting  the 
10  to  those  who  were  shareholders,  and 
who  shared  in  the  profit  and  loss,  it  would 
meet  the  ease.  He  di^  not  think  that  the 
borrowers  who  did  not  share  in  the  profit 
and  loss  should  have  the  power  in  their 
hands.  Anyone  who  had  had  experience 
of  shareholders  knew  the  tremendous 
difficulty  it  was  to  get  a  body  of  share- 
holders   to    move,    and   if   they    made 
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it  too  large  a  number  it  would  be 
absolutely  imposetMe  in  many  cases 
to  have  an  inquiry  at  all.  As  it 
was  entiroly  with  the  discretion*  of  the 
Begistrar,  and  as  a  certain  sum  had  to 
deposited  and  the  expenses  defrayed  by 
those  making  the  application,  he  could 
not  think  any  harm  could  possibly  result. 

Mr.  CABSON  (Dublin  University) 
said,  he  asked  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the 
evening  as  to  the  position  of  the  Begis- 
trar in  Ireland,  and  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber in  charge  of  the  Bill  gave  him  an 
answer  privately  that  he  was  practically 
subordinate  to  the  Begistrar  here.  Since 
then  his  attention  had  been  directed  to 
the  words  '* Chief  Begistrar'*  in  the 
21st  section,  and  he  would  like  to  ask 
what  was  the  difference  between  ''  the 
Begistrar  **  and  ** the  Chief  Begistrar**  ? 
""Mb.  H.  GLADSTONE  said,  the 
Begistrar  practically  included  the  two 
gentlemen  in  London  who  were  at  the 
head  of  the  Office.  Their  jurisdiction 
was  superior  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Begistrar  in  Ireland  or  in  Scotland.  He 
could  not  aeeept  the  Amendmeut  for  the 
reasons  which  had  been  stated  by  pre- 
vious speakers,  and  with  which  he  quite 
agreed.  He  thought  the  provision  was 
adequately  safeguarded,  and  that  the 
Begistrar  would  not  grant  the  inquiry 
unkss  satisfied  that  there  was,  at  any 
rate,  a  primd  facie  case  made  out.  He 
thought  it  might  be  assumed  that  he 
would  take  care  to  ascertain  what  the 
position  of  the  Society  was,  and  that  he 
would  not  give  his  permission  for  an 
inquiry  unless  he  felt  there  was  a  good 
case  made  out. 

Mr.  JACKSON  said,  he  would  take 
the  case  of  one  of  the  Leeds  Societies,  in 
whtoh  there  were  11,250  members. 
One-tenth  of  the  total  number  would 
require  1,120  members  of  that  Society  to 
make  an  application  to  the  Begistrar, 
and  when  he  said  he  believed  that  at  the 
annual  meetings,  although  great  efforts 
were  made  from  time  to  time  to  get 
members  to  attend,  it  was  with  the 
greatest  possible  diflieulty  they  could  get 
500  members  present,  he  thought  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  Amendment  was 
quite  impracticable. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to» 

^CoLOKSL  HUaHES  said,  he  did  not 
think  it  was  sufficient  that  the  applica* 
tion  should  be  made  by  dissentient  share- 
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holden,  and  iluit  the  Begiatrar  should' 
'decide  on  that  ex  parte  application  whe- 
ther there  was  to  be  an  inyestigation  or 
not.  He  thought  that,  before  he  oouki 
judge  as  to  whether  it  was  neces- 
sary to  act  under  Section  4,  ho  ought 
to  give  the  Society  notice  of  the  appli- 
.  cation  and  ask  for  evidence  in  support  of 
the  application.  He  did  not  say  what 
evidence  he  should  hare,  but  some- 
thing that  was  to  his  satisfaction. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
24,  after  the  word  "  follows,'*  to  insert 
the  words — 

''  (a)  TUe  applicatioQ  shall  be  supported  by 
such  evidence  as  the  Registrar  may  direct,  for 
the  purpo§e  of  showing  that  the  applicants 
have  gcod  reason  for  i«qtiiring  the  impeetion 
to  be  made ;  and  (b)  Such  notice  of  the  appli- 
cation shall  be  given  to  the  Society  as  the 
Registrar  may  direct ; .  and."  —  (Colaiiel 
Hughes.') 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted," 

""Mr.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  4iaid,  he  did 
not  think  the  Amendmeiit  was  neces- 
sary, and  he  thought  in  some  degree  it 
might  be  injurious.  The  words  were 
^  if  he  thinks  fit,"  and  of  course,  anyone 
exercising  his  discretion  would  require  to 
see  such  a  prima  facie  ease  as  was 
satisfactory  to  himself.  That  might,  or 
might  not,  require  evideuoo  to  be  gone 
into.  A  frivolous  application  he  would 
refuse  at  once,  and  the  Registrar  would 
certainly  take  such  methods  as  he 
thought  were  necessary  to  enable  him 
to  judge  whether  he  should  grant  or 
refuse  an  application.  The  Amendment 
would,  accordingly,  fetter  him.  It 
might  compel  him  to^  -  ask  for  evi- 
dence, where  there  was  not  a  prima 
facie  ease,'  to  go  any  further.  Then  as 
to  notice  to  a  Society.  That,  surely, 
was  a  thing  which  hardly  came  in  here, 
because  it  was  a  duty  to  be  performed  by 
the  Registrar,  and  if  the  Registrar  knew 
his  duty  he  need  not  say  anything  to  the 
Society  until  an  application  was  made. 

Mr.  JACKSON  said,  this  really  arose 
in  the  Committee  on  the  proposal,  which 
was  largely  supported,  that  there  should 
be  the  power  to  an  individual  member  of 
a  Society  to  inspect  the  books  of  the 
Society.  Opinions  varied,  but  the  Com- 
mittee caYne  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
were  a  great  many  objections  to  allowing 
an  individual  member  of  the  Society  to 
go  worryiog  the  offioors  from  time  to 

Colonel  Hughe$ 


time,  and,  in  all  probability,  if  he  did  he 
would  get  no  advantage,  because  every- 
body knew  that  if  a  man  who  had  no 
knotvledge  of  accounts  were  simply 
turned  loose  into  the  office  to  inspect  the 
books,  he  might  inspect  the  whole  of 
them  and  be  no  wiser  afterwards  than  he 
was  before.  But  it  was  felt  there  might 
be  cases  where  the  officers  were  refusing 
to  give  information,  and  that  in  principle 
it  was  right  that  members  should  have 
the  power  to  inspect  the  books.  There- 
fore, the  Committee  adopted  this  form  as 
being,  in  the  interests  of  members  in  such 
a  case,  the  most  effective  manner  of  their 
obtaining  the  information  they  wanted. 
His  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  would  see 
that  the  other  important  question 
he  had  raised  was  provided  for  in  the 
next  clause,  and  that  in  tliat  case  notice 
was  given  to  the  Society.  Obviously, 
in  this  case  where  information  might  be 
desired  they  ought  to  have  the 
means  of  obtaining  it;  but  at  the 
same  time  there  ought  to  be  the  protec- 
tion to  the  Society  and  to  the  officers 
that  they  should  not  be  harassed  and 
worried  by  cantankerous  persons  who 
might  obtain  no  benefit  from  the  result 
of  their  inspection.  It  was  suggested 
the  number  should  be  three  members,  but 
that  was  thought  too  few,  and  so  the 
number  of  10  was  adopted  in  order  to  give 
some  protection  to  the  Society. 

Sir  £.  CLARKE  (Plymouth)  said, 
he  could  quite  understand  the  reasons  for 
which  this  was  adopted,  and  the  reasons 
which  suggested  to  the  Committee  that 
it  would  be  an  extremely  bad  thing  for 
Building  Societies  that  they  should  be 
liable  to  be  harassed  by  the  inspection  of 
single  membera.  But  it  really  did  qot 
seem  to  him  that  any  answer  had  been 
given  to  the  suggestion  that  this  Amend- 
ment was  a  useful  one.  What  had  been 
said  was  that  if  the  Registrar  was  doing 
his  duty  he  would  require  Kprimd  facie 
case  to  support  the  application.  He  pro- 
tested  against  the  .phrase.  ^S/>riina /arte 
case."  It  meant  anything  or  nothing,  as 
the  case  might  be,  and  he  thought  there 
ought  to  he  some  satisfactory  reason  for 
graoting  this  inquiry.  It  ^as appointing 
an  accountant  or  an  actuary,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Society,  to  go  all  over  the 
books  of  the  Society  to  examine  them^ 
and  if  it  was  conceded  that  the  Registrar 
ought  to  have  some  evidence  before  him 
before    he   granted  the  application  he 
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thought  it  ought  to  be  Bpecified  in  the 
clause.  As  the  clause  uow  stood  the 
Registrar  might  for  anj  reason,  or  for 
no  reason,  quite  frivolously  grant  this 
expensive  inquiry,  and  there  were  no 
means  of  checking  it  at  all.  It  was  ad- 
mitted he  ought  to  have  some  reason  for 
granting  the  inquiry,  and  why  was  it  not 
allowable  to  put  in  some  evidence  before 
him  in  order  that  it  might  be  decided 
otherwise  ?  It  appeared  to  him  a  matter 
of  such  importance  that  it  ought  to  be 
put  on  the  face  of  the  clause,  and  be 
thought  the  Amendment  was  worth 
while  accepting.' 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said,  he 
thought  it  was  clear  the  Registrar  would 
be  grossly  neglecting  his  duty  if  he  were 
not  to  act  in  the  sense  of  the  Amendment, 
so  long  as  he  proposed  to  grant  that 
application  ;  but  if  it  appeared  to  him,  on 
the  very  face  of  it,  that  the  application 
was  a  frivolous  one,  why  should  he  be 
compelled  by  Statute  to  give  notice  to  the 
Society  ?  It  would  be  far  better  when 
this  evidence,  which  he  considered  per- 
fectly frivolous,  was  laid  before  him,  he 
should  be  able  immediately  to  tell  the 
applicants,  **  No,  you  have  made  out  no 
case,  and  I  decline  to  proceed  any  further 
in  this  matter," 

Mr.  CARSON  said,  it  appeared  to 
him  the  argument  just  adduced  to  the 
House  was  the  very  strongest  argument  in 
favour  of  the  Amendment,  but  the  hon. 
Member  said  that  before  he  gfanted  an 
inquiry  the  Registrar  ought  to  insist  on 
having  the  particular  matter  before  him 
that  they  said  the  Ameodment  provided 
for.  Surely  if  the  Registrar  ought  to  do 
it,  there  was  no  harm  in  having  the 
Amendment  there,  and  seeing  that  he  did 
do  it.  It  occurred  to  him  that  if  it  was 
necessary  to  put  this  limitation  upon  the 
power  of  the  Registrar  in  Section  5,  it 
was  equally  necessary  to  put  it  in  the 
4th  section. 

•Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston)  said,  it 
seemed  to  have  escaped  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers that  there  was  already  some  security 
against  frivolous  applications,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  provided  that  the  applicants 
should  deposit  such  sum  for  security  as 
the  Registrar  might  require.  That,  he 
believed,  would  do  something  to  check 
frivolous  applications. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 


Mr.  DAN£  (Fermanagh,  N.)  said,  the 
Amendment  which  he  desired  to  move 
was  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  «q 
appeal  from  Sections  4  and  5.  By  those 
sections  the  Registrar  was  given  very 
large  and  very  unlimited,  and,  in  some 
degree,  judicial  powers.  These  unlimited 
powers,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  have 
some  controlling  effect,  and  therefore  he 
proposed  by  his  Amendment  that  the 
Society  might  appeal  to  the  Court  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  it.  It  was  all  very 
well  to  say  that  the  Registrar  would  not 
act  on  merely  slight  evidence,  or  that  be 
would  not  act  in  a  frivolous  or  vexatious 
way.  But  the  best  way  to  secure  that 
was  to  have  an  appeal  to  some  tribunal 
which  would  possess  the  confidence  of 
the  public  as  well  as  the  confidence  of 
members  of  the  Society,  and  the  Court 
which  he  had  suggested  in  his  Amend- 
ment was  to  be  the  Court  which  wbs 
defined  in  Section  4  of  the  Act  of  1674. 
Again,  there  was  no  definition  in  the  Bill 
of  the  word  ^*  Registrar,^'  and  he  found  in 
the  21  St  section  the  words  '^  Chief 
Registrar,"  which  showed  that  there  must 
be  a  difierence  between  "  Registrar"  and 
«*  Chief  Registrar."  He  had  carefully 
gene  through  all  the  Building  Societies* 
Acts,  which  were  to  be  considered  as 
one  with  this  Bill,  and  the  only  definition 
of  *'  Registrar  "  he  could  find  was  one  ih 
the  priacipal  Act  of  1874,  which  described 
the  Registrar  as  the  Registrar  for  the  time 
being  of  Friendly  Societies  in  England, 
Scotland,  or  Ireland,  as  the  case  may  be. 
Therefore,  the  wide  powers  given  under 
this  Bill  would'  be  pUeed  in  the  hands  of 
gentlemen  whom  he  might  call  District 
Registrars  throughout  the  Kingdom. 
Surely  there  ought  to  be  some  check 
upon  these  gentlemen,  and  therefore  an 
appeal  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  County 
Court  in  England,  to  the  Sheriff's  Court 
in  Scotland,  and  the  Civil  Bill  Court  in 
Ireland. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
43,  after  the  word  "  members,"  to  insert 
the  words — 

"  A  Society  may  appeal  to  the  Court  in  manner 
to  be  prescribed  by  it  froni  any  decision  of  the 
Ref^istrar  made  nnder  this  or  the  preceding 
section,  and  thereapon  the  Court  may  make 
such  order  •  rescinding,  oonfirming,  and  varying 
such  decision  and  upon  such  terms  as  to  costs  oi* 
otherwise  as  to  the  Court  shall  seem  proper." — 
{Mr.  Dane.^ 

Question  proposed,  ^'  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 
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•Mb.  H.  GLADSTONE  anid,  the 
Government  were  unable  Co  accept  the 
Amendment.  With  reganl  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Registrar,  there  were  two 
officials  in  London — a  Chief  Registrar 
and  an  Assistant  Registrar,  and  thej 
acted  together  in  England.  In  Scotland 
and  in  Ireland  there  was  a  Registrar,  and 
both  were  subordinate  to  the  Chief  Regis- 
trar, and  therefore  the  members  and 
officials  of  a  Building  Society  could 
appeal  to  the  Chief  Registrar  against  the 
decisions  of  the  Registrar.  It  appeared 
to  the  Government  that  the  functions  of 
the  Registrar  under  the  clause  were 
executive  and  devolved  upon  him  subject 
to  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  This  clause  was  practically  taken 
from  the  23rd  section  of  the  Friendly 
Societies  Act,  1875,  and,  aa  far  as  he 
knew,  no  difficulty  had  been  experienced 
in  the  working  of  that  section. 

Mr.  CARSON  admitted  that  there 
were  reasons  why  the  Grovemment  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment^  and  agreed 
with,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  this 
matter  was  to  a  large  extent  one  of  an 
executive  character.  So  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  speaking  on  behalf .  of  a  very 
large  Building  Society  in  Dublin,  he 
should  be  content  if  there  was  an  appeal 
in  all  cases  to  the  Chief  Registry  in 
London  ;  but  he  was  bound  to  say  that 
he  had  looked  carefully  through  the 
principal  Act — the  Act  of  1874 — and  he 
could  find  in  it  no  provision  for  an 
appeal  from  the  Registrar  to  the  Chi^ 
Registrar. 

Mb.  H.  GLADSTONE:  The 
Friendly  Societies  Act  of  1875  con- 
tains it. 

Mb.  FIELD  :  Why  not  make  it  clear 
by  introducing  it  into  this  clause  ? 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Colonel  HUGHES  moved  to  add  at 
the  end  of  the  last  sub-section  of  Clause 
5,  which  enacts  that  where  evidence  is 
furnished  by  a  statutory  declaration  of 
not  less  than  three  members  of  facts 
which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Registrar  call 
for  investigation,  or  for  recourse  to  a 
meeting  of  members,  the  following  new 
proviso : — 

«« Prorided  that  the  Registrar  shall  forthwith, 
on  receipt  of  such  declaration,  send  a  copy  and 
notice  thereof  to  the  Society,  and  such  Society 
shall,  within  14  days  from  the  sending  of  snch 
<»py  declaration,  be  entitled  to  give  the  ^egis- 
txar  an  explanatory  statement  In  writing,  by 


way  of  reply  thereto ;  which  statement,  if  re- 
ceived, shall  also  be  submitted  to  the  said 
Secretary  of  State." 

The  Building  Society  seemed  to  be 
ignored  altogether  in  the  transaction. 
Surely,  both  sides  ought  to  be  heard  in 
the  matter.  When  a  declaration  was 
made  against  a  Society  it  was  only  fair 
that  the  Society  should  be  sent  a  copy  of 
it,  and  have  the  opportunity  of  answer- 
ing it. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
43,  after  the  word  '^  members,*'  to  insert 
the  words — 

*«  (d)  PioTided  that  the  Registrar  shall,  forth- 
with, on  receipt  of  sach  declaration)  send  a  copy 
and  notice  thereof  to  the  Society,  and  such 
Society  shall,  within  14  days  from  the  sending 
of  rach  copy  declaration,  be  entitled  to  give  the 
Registrar  an  explanatory  statement  in  writing, 
by  way  of  reply  thereto,  which  statement,  if 
received,  shall  also  be  submitted  to  the  said 
Secretary  of  State."-^(^;(m«/  ffughes,') 

Question  proposed,  *^  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Hr.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  said^  the  Govern- 
ment were  willing  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment minus  the  words  at  the  end — 
'*  which  statement,  if  received,  shall  also 
be  submitted  to  the  said  Secretary  of 
State." 

Colonel  HUGHES  said,  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  omission  of  those  words. 

Amendment  amended,  by  leaving  out 
the  words  *'  which  statement,  if  received, 
shall  also  be  submitted  to  the  said  Secre- 
tary of  State." 

Words,  as  amended,  inserted. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  7,  line 
12,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  present." — 
{Mr.  Dane.) 

Question,  ''That  the  word  'present* 
stand  part  of  the  BiU,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  7,  line 
16,  to  leave  out  the  words  *' present  at 
the  meeting,"  and  insert  the  words  "  of 
the  Society." — {Mr,  Brookfield.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  '  present 
at  the  meeting,*  stand  part  of  the  BilV' 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  7,  line 
20,  after  the  word  ''  Society,"  to  insert 
the  words — 

*<  (3)  A  notice  of  any  such  meeting  stating 
the  nature  of  the  proposed  scheme,  together 
with  a  form  of  proxy,  aaall  be  sent  by  post  to 
every  member  of  the  Society  at  least  14  days 
before  the  date  of  the  meetings  and  members 
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shall  be  at  liberty  to  vote  at  such  meeting  by 
proxy."— (ilTr.  Bousfield.') 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  woi38 
be  there  inserted.*' 

Mr.  H.  GLADSTONE  said,  the 
Government  would  accept  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sib  E.  CLARKE  asked,  as  the  words 
'^  present  at  the  meeting  **  were  retained 
by  the  Government,  what  was  the  use 
of  agreeing  to  the  sending  of  proxies  ? 

Mr.  B ARTLEY  said,  the  Amendment 
would  introduce  trouble  aud  expense. 
It  meant  that  the  Society  would  have  to 
go  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  sending 
proxy  forms  to  everybody. 

Mr.  field  said,  that  everyone  having 
an  interest  in  a  Building  Society  should 
be  consulted  as  to  its  affairs. 

•Mr.  CREMER  thought  that  if  voting 
by  proxy  was  introduced,  in  the  majority 
of  cases  of  Societies  in  which  malpractices 
had  taken  place  the  officials,  if  they  de- 
sired unduly  to  influence  the  members, 
would  have  a  splendid  opportunity  for 
doing  so. 

•Colonel  HUGHES  said,  that  words 
enabling  "  those  present  in  person  or  by 
proxy "  would  have  to  be  inserted  in 
order  to  make  sense  of  the  clause. 

Mr.  H.  GLADSTONE  said,  that  he 
would  take  care  that  adequate  words 
were  inserted. 

Mr.  CARSON  moved,  in  page  7,  line 
26,  after  "Scotland,"  insert  "or  Ireland." 
The  Amendment  would  have  the  effect 
of  enabling  Building  Societies  in  Ireland 
as  well  as  in  Scotland  to  lend  upon  the 
security  of  second  mortgages.  He  could 
not  understand  why  the  distinction  should 
be  drawn  in  this  matter  between  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  as  the  system  of  lend- 
ing on  second  mortgages  was  identical 
in  Ireland  and  Scotland.  The  difficulty 
in  England  with  regard  to  lending  on 
second  mortgages  was  that  there  was  no 
registration,  but  iu  Ireland,  owing  to  the 
system  of  registration,  it  was  easy  to  see 
what  security  there  was  in  a  second 
mortgage.  One  of  the  largest  Building 
Societies  in  Dublin,  which  had  lent 
£1,500,000,  had  advanced  considerable 
sums  upon  second  mortgages,  which  had 
turned  out  satisfactory  iu  every  way,  and 
there  had  been  no  difficulty  in  realising 
them.  If  the  Bill  passed  as  it  stood,  it 
would   prevent  loans    in  Ireland   being 
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made  upon  the  security  of  second  rnort* 
gages,  so  far  as  Building  Societies  were 
concerned. 

♦Colonel  HUGHES  :   Not  affecting 
existing  securities. 

Mr.  CARSON  said,  he  saw  no  dis- 
tinction drawn  in  the  clause  between 
existing  Societies  and  Societies  to  be 
formed  hereafter  ;  nor  was  there  any 
distinction  between  existing  securities 
and  securities  to  be  created  hereafter. 
If  it  were  made  illegal  to  lend  on  second 
mortgages,  he  was  inclined  to  think  that 
those  Societies  would  have  to  realise 
their  securities  on  second  mortgages  in 
order  to  bring  themselves  within  the  Act, 
which,  in  the  case  of  the  Dublin  Society 
he  had  mentioned,  would  mean  that  the 
Society  would  have  to  be  wound  up.  He 
wanted  to  know  why  Ireland  should  be 
placed  in  a  different  position  to  Scotland, 
and  he  appealed  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man for  some  explanation. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  7,  line 
26,  after  the  word  ''  Scotland,"  to  insert 
the  words  "  or  Ireland." — (itfr.  Carson,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
*  or  Ireland  '  be  there  inserted." 

*Mr.  H.  GLADSTONE  said,  it  was 
with  some  misgiving  that  the  Committee 
put  this  clause  into  the  Bill.  They  con- 
sidered that  second  mortgages  were  dan- 
gerous. They  had,  however,  a  great  deal 
of  evidence  from  Scotch  Building 
Societies  which  showed  that  a  large 
number  of  them  made  a  practice  of  lend- 
ing on  second  mortgages,  and  on  very 
strong  representations  being  made  the 
Committee  consented  to  put  the  clause  in 
the  Bill.  As  far  as  Ireland  was  concerned 
no  representation  at  all  had  been  made, 
and  no  evidence  was  tendered  to  the 
Committee  by  any  Irish  Society.  He 
was  afraid  he  could  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment offhand,  but  he  would  undertake 
to  make  inquiries  into  the  subject,  and  if 
the  circumstances  in  Ireland  were  found 
to  be  identical  with  the  circumstances  in 
Scotland  the  Government  would  be 
prepared  to  include  Ireland  in  the 
clause. 

Mr.  field  said,  he  could  assure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  from  personal  ex- 
perience that  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
money  lent  by  Irish  Building  Societies 
on  second  mortgages,  and  he  trusted  that 
the  Irish  Societies  would  not  be  placed 
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.10    a  worse 
Societies, 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  thought  that 
most  Irishmen  would  be  tnolined  to  ask 
for  that  which  was  conceded  to  Scotland. 
Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  was  disposed  to 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  do  well  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. Unless  the  Committee  had  distinct 
evidence  on  the  point  and  acted  on  it,  he 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  omit  Ire- 
land from  the  Bill.  It  would  bo  rather 
a  hardship  on  the  general  body  of  pro- 
pertj-holders  if  they  were  debarred  from 
obtaining  loans  on  second  mortages. 

*Mr.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  explained  that 
a  second  mortgage  in  Scotland  was  quite 
a  different  quality  of  security  from  second 
mortgages  in  England,  and  he  believed 
also  in  Ireland.  But  if  it  were  found 
that  in  Ireland  second  mortgages  consti- 
tuted the  same  chiss  of  security  as  in  Scot- 
land, the  Government  would  be  willing  to 
grant  the  concession  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  said  that,  as  far  as 
England  was  concerned,  he  would  rather 
see  the  Bill  go  than  that  English 
Societies  should  be  allowed  to  lend  on 
second  mortgages. 
•Mb.  TOMLINSON  hoped  the  Amend- 
ment would  not  be  pressed.  The  law  of 
Ireland  approached  very  closely  to  the 
law  of  England,  and  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  it  would  seriously  depreciate 
the  value  of  the  securities  of  these  Socie- 
ties in  Ireland  if  they  were  allowed  to 
lend  on  second  mortgages. 

Mr.  CARSON  said,  that  on  the  assur- 
ance that  the  matter  would  be  considered 
and  if  necessary  the  Amendment  inserted 
in  another  place,  he  would  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

^Mr.  BYLES  said,  he  felt  bound  to 
move  the  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name  for  the  omission  of  the  13th  clause, 
for  the  leason  that  several  Societies  had 
expressed  to  him  their  objection  to  the 
provision  very  strongly.  What  did  it 
propose  ?  It  provided  that  in  calculating 
the  amount  for  the  time  being  secured  to 
a  Society  under  the  Building  Societies 
Acts  by  mortgages  from  its  members,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  limits  of 
its  power  to  receive  deposits  or  loans  at 
interest,  the  amount  secured  on  pro- 
perties, the  payments  in  respect  of  which 
were  upwards  of  12  months  in  arrear  at 
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the  date  of  the  Society's  last  precedin® 
annual  account  and  statement,  and  th 
amount  secured  on  properties  of  which 
the  Society  was  in  possession  at  the  date 
of  such  account  and  statement,  should  be 
disregarded,  provided  that  the  section 
did  not  effect  the  validity  of  any  deposit 
or  loan  which  was  within  the  limit  pro- 
vided by  law  at  the  time  when  it  was 
received,  and  should  not  come  into 
operation  until  the  expiration  of  12 
months  from  the  passing  of  the  Act.  It 
was  absurd  to  suppose  that,  because  the 
property  upon  which  money  had  been 
advanced  was  in  possession,  therefore  it 


ceased  to  be  of  value,  or  that  it  ceased 
to  be  of  value  so  soon  as  the  re- 
payments fell  into  arrears.  He  hoped 
therefore,  if  the  Government  did  not  see 
their  way  to  omitting  the  clause  from  the 
Bill  altogether,  at  any  rate,  they  would 
greatly  modify  its  application. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  7,  line 
32,  to  leave  out  Clause  13. — {Mr. 
Byles.) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  words 
^  In  calculating  the  amount,*  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

•Colonel  HUGHES  said,  this    was 
really  the  most  important  matter  in  the 
entire    Bill.     Many    Societies  had    un- 
doubtedly taken    loans  by  way  of  pre- 
caution, and  they  might   have  done  to 
the  extent  of  two-thirds  of  their   mort- 
gages.    Take  a  Society  with  jC300,000 
mortgages.     By    loans    it    might    have 
secured  on  them  £200,000.     There  might 
be   on   property   dealt   with   over  some 
years,  involving  millions  of  money  ad- 
vanced,  some    £60,000   due   on   lapsed 
properties.     The  property  on  which  that 
money  was  due  could  not  be  worthless. 
£40,000  of  deposits  might  be  borrowed 
on   security   of   it,   and    it  did   seem   a 
strong  thing  to  require  from  a  solvent 
Society  the  paying  within    12    months 
of  this  £40,000   to  the  depositors,  the 
depositors    having    given   no   notice  of 
withdrawal.     The  transaction  had  9een 
legalised  by  the  Act  of  1874.    He  should 
have  no  objection  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  London, 
by  which  the  clause  would  have  applied 
to   future   Societies.     But    for   existing 
Societies,  which  were  in  the  position  of 
having  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of  their 
mortgages  borrowed  on  deposits,  to  have 
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their  business  suddenly  restricted  in  this 
way  would  be  most  unfair.  The  clause, 
he  felt  sure,  would  work  a  very  great  in- 
justice to  these  established  Societies  that 
had  just  managed  to  struggle  through  the 
crisis  of  the  last  two  years  and  were  now 
looking  forward  to  better  times.  These 
Societies  were  to  be  attacked  not  by  the 
public  nor  the  depositors,  but  by  the 
Legislature,  who  would  say  to  them, 
"You  shall  shrink  your  deposits  by  this 
large  sum  of  £40,000,  which  is  lent  on 
mortgages  of  £6(»,000."  Only  75  per 
cent,  of  the  value  was  lent,  leaving  a 
further  margin  of  25  per  cent.  It  was 
not  reasonable  to  require  a  person  in 
trade,  because'  he  happened  to  have  done 
a  wise  thing  in  having  gone  into  pos* 
session  because  the  parties  were  three 
months  in  aiTear  with  payments — it  was 
not  a  wise  thing  to  require  him  to  reckon 
his  asset  at  nothing.  Such  difficulties 
should  not  be  placed  in  the  way  of  Socie- 
ties which  had  hitherto  weathered  the 
storm.  If  these  Societies  were  called 
upon  to  find  this  money  they  would  have 
to  sell  whatever  property  they  could 
realise,  and  that  within  the  short  space 
of  12  months  from  the  passing  of  the 
Bill.  It  might  compel  them  to  stop  their 
business.  Unless  some  assurance  were 
given  them  that  the  clause  in  its  present 
form  should  not  apply  to  existing  So- 
cieties, or  some  other  concessions  were 
made,  he  hoped  that  the  matter  would  be 
pressed  to  a  Division. 

*Mb.  HOPWOOD  said,  that  he  also 
had  had  an  Amendment  down  to  leave 
out  this  clause.  He  thought  the  Go- 
vernment would  make  a  great  mis- 
take if  they  insisted  on  retaining 
it  in  all  its  deformity.  While 
smarting  under  a  terrible  calamity  caused 
by  dishonesty  the  Committee  was  being 
urged  in  a  fit  of  panic  to  proceed  with 
severe  legislation  in  regard  to  Societies 
which  were  perfectly  unimpeachable,  the 
result  being  to  probably  destroy  them  and 
to  inflict  injury  on  millions  of  persons. 
The  Government  could  not  foresee  the 
extent  of  what  they  were  now  doing.  But 
he  would  not  enter  into  the  matter  more 
fully,  as  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
opposite  (Colonel  Hughes)  had  dealt  with 
the  clause  thoroughly.  He  was  sure  the 
experience  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman would  weigh  largely  with  many 
^on.  Members  in.  the  House.  It  was 
intimate  and  of  long  standing.     He  {Mr, 


Hopwood)  would  divide  with  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said,  he 
was  ^not  prepared  to  admit  that  the 
Liberator  catastrophe  was  the  only  cause 
of  this  Bill  being  called  for,  nor  that  it 
was  legislation  in  a  panic.  The  Bill  had 
been  before  Parliament  for  at  least  two 
years,  and  had  been  carefully  considered 
in  the  Committee  upstairs  and  again  in 
the  Grand  Committee.  With  regard  to 
this  particular  Amendment,  while  he 
himself  would  not  be  personally  indis- 
posed to  give  a  certain  period  of  grace 
before  the  clause  came  into  operation,  he 
must  say  he  did  trust  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  stand  to  the  clause.  His  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  had  spoken  of  the 
hardship  it  would  be  to  existing  well- 
managed  Societies  if  the  clause  was 
passed  ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  well- 
managed  Societies  should  borrow  up  to 
the  edge  of  their  borrowing  powers.  He 
supported  the  clause,  because  it  would 
discourage  borrowing  up  to  the  limit  of 
two-thirds  of  the  amount  at  present 
allowed  by  law.  In  his  opinion,  Societies 
ought  to  be  most  careful  to  keep  a  long 
way  from  that.  It  was  undesirable  that 
Societies  should  be  tempted  to  maintain 
properties  in  possession  instead  of  selling 
them.  He  did  not  wish  to  see  provisions 
introduced  into  the  Bill  compelling  dis- 
astrous sales,  but  he  imagined  that  if  a 
period  of  grace  were  given,  the  terms  of 
the  clause  and  of  the  Bill  were  such  that 
they  would  not  bring  about  rapid  and 
disastrous  sales,  but  would  put  gentle^ 
pressure  on  the  Directors  of  Societies  Uy 
realise  property  in  possession. 

Mr.  BILLSON  (Devon,  Barnstaple> 
said,  the  Government  might  adopt  the 
period  of  five  years  in  the  clause. 

Mr.  JACKSON  said,  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  accept  that.  He 
thought  the  clause  would  do  a  great  deal 
of  good,  and  that  it  might  be  modified  in 
two  respects.  He  would  appeal  to  th& 
Government  or  rather  suggest  that  thej 
should  make  an  alteration  to  the  effect 
that  the  clause  shoirld  apply  not  to  pro- 
perty in  possession  but  to  property  which 
bad  been  12  months  in  possession.  That 
would  be  an  alteration  rather  conse- 
quential on  what  had  been  already  dpne. 
As  to  the  period  of  grace^  he  might  say 
that  as  far  as  he  IumI  been,  able  to  form 
an  opinion  on  the  subject  he  thought  the 
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greatest  importance  should  be  attached 
to  the  clause,  and  to  the  influence  which 
would  be  brought  to  bear  on  Societies  to 
get  rid  of  properties  in  possession.  He 
had  seen  a  list  of  15  Lancashire  Societies 
which  jshowed  that  the  total  mortgage 
assets  were  £1,300,000  and  the  total 
amount  of  properties  in  possession 
£574,000.  He  did  not  think  that  bore 
out  the  statement  that  Societies  did  not 
need  stimulating  in  this  matter.  He 
hoped  the  Committee  would  adhere  to 
the  clause.  If  the  Gorernment  would 
make  a  concession  that  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  as  regarded  this  section  should 
be  two  years  instead  of  one,  that  would 
be  a  fair  compromise.  That  would  allow  a 
longer  time  for  getting  rid  of  these  pro- 
perties in  possession. 

•Mr.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  said,  that  in 
line  39  the  word  '^  was  ^'  was  struck  out, 
and  the  words  '' society  has  been  12 
months  "  were  inserted.  If  "  two  years  " 
were  put  in  in  the  second  line  of  the  next 
page  that  would  give  three  years*  grace. 
They  were  all  agreed  as  to  the  desirability 
of  bringing  about  a  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  property  in  possession. 

•Mr.  BYLES  :  I  will  take  what  I  can 
get. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  following  Amendments  were 
agreed  to : — 

Page  7,  line  39,  leave  out  "  was,"  and 
insert  "  had  been  twelve  months." 

Page  8,  line  2,  leave  out  "twelve 
months,"  and  insert  "  twp  years." 

Mr.  DANE  moved  .to  amend  Clause  1 4 
by  providing  that  a  Society  established 
after  the  passing  of  the.  Act  should  not 
use  any  name  or  title  other  than  its 
registered  name,  and  should .  not  accept 
any  deposit  except  on  the  terms  that  not 
less  than  one  month'^s  notice  might  be 
required  by  the  managers  before  repay- 
ment or  withdrawal,  t'his  would  pre- 
vent a  grievous  wrong  being  done  tq 
Irish  Societies.  ^ 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  8,  line 
3,  after  the  word  "  Acts,"  to  insert  the 
words  "  established  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act,"— (Jfr.  Dane.) 

Question  proposed^  ^^Thal  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

•Mr.  H.  GLADSTONE  sAid,  that  this 
clause  originally  was  prepared  by  the 
Mr,  Jackion 
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Building  Societies  themselves,  and  ap- 
peared in  the  Bill  brought  in  on  their 
behalf  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  London. 
The  Government  could  not  accept  the 
Amendment,  which  had  been  carefully 
considered  by  the  Committee  upstairs. 

Mr.  CARSON  said,  he  was  sorry  the 
hon.  Gentleman  could  not  accept  a  modi- 
fication of  the  clause.  He  himself  had 
put  down  an  Amendment,  but  exempting 
Societies  established  prior  to  the  Build- 
ing Societies  Act,  1874.  He  had  been 
addressed  on  this  matter  by  a  large  Build- 
ing Society  in  Dublin — he  thought  the 
largest  Building  Society  in  Ireland — in 
whose  case  banking  was  a  large  part  of 
the  business  done.  When  they  had  been 
engaged  in  such  operations  Parliament 
should  not,  at  a  time  like  the  present, 
take  away  from  them  what  was  one  of 
the  most  substantial  parts  of  their  busi- 
ness. If  the  House  passed  the  clause 
unamended  they  would  practically  enact 
that  Societies  that  had  long  and  honour- 
ably done  banking  business  would  have 
to  be  wound  up.  While  they  wanted 
to  protect  the  public  against  bogus 
Societies,  Societies  which  had  flourished 
for  25  years  should  be  protected  by  suit- 
able limitations. 

Mr.  field  said,  he  understood  the 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  strengthen 
the  working  of  solvent  Building  Societies 
rather  than  destroy  them.  What  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
(Mr.  Carson)  was  quite  correct. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

\  It  being  Midnight,  Further  Proceeding 
Btood  adjourned. 

Proceeding  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 

RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC   BILL. 
(No.  166.) 

COHMITTSE. 

Ordei^  for  Committee  read. 

♦Sir  a.  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.)  asked 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whe- 
ther he  was  in  a  position  to  state  to  the 
House  what  were  the  prospects  of  the 
Bill,  the  passage  of  which,  if  possible 
without  undue  concessions,  was  anxiously 
looked  for  by  triiders,  and  especially  by 
those  who  were  being  paid  by  the  Railway 
Companies  in  excess  of  the  rates  of  1892  ? 
Thb  president  op  thk  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Brtos,  Aberdeen,  S.) 
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said,  that  after  a  great  many  conferences 
between  Members  representing  one  set  of 
interests  and  Members  representing 
another,  certain  Amendments  had  been 
agreed  to  which  he  believed  fairly  repre- 
sented a  compromise  which  both  parties 
were  likely  to  consider  satisfactory.  He 
was  pitting  down  Amendments  which 
would  represent  the  views  the  Board  of 
Trade  took  in  the  matter.  He  hoped  on 
an  early  day  to  ask  the  House  to  take 
the  Bill  and  to  afford  an  opportunity  for 
as  much  discussion  as  was  necessary  to 
enable  hon.  Members  to  express  an 
opinion  on  the  subject.  He  trusted  that 
the  Bill  would  be  taken  and  carried 
through  in  the  same  amicable  spirit  that 
had  marked  the  proceedings  hitherto. 

Sir  a.  ROLLIT  asked  when  the  Bill 
would  be  taken  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  said,  he  could  not  say  at 
present. 

Committee  deferred  till  To-morrow. 

COAL  MINES  (CHECK-WEIGHER)  BILL 
(No.  340.) 

f  SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^^That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr.  Asquith.) 

•Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY  (Shef- 
field, Hallam)  said,  that  without  desiring 
to  oppose  or  delay  this  Bill,  he  wished  to 
make  an  observation  about  it.  The  Bill 
made  it  an  offence  for  any  employer 
to  influence  by  a  threat  of  dismissal 
a  workman  in  the  appointment  of  a 
check-weigher.  He  believed  that  that 
was  a  very  necessary  and  proper  thing, 
but  he  would  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  important  consequences 
which  would  follow  from  that  doctrine. 
It  practically  put  the  threat  to  dismiss  a 
workman  in  the  same  position  as  an  act 
of  intimidation.  When  it  was  done 
with  (he  intention  of  persuading  a  person 
not  to\do  that  which  he  had  a  legal  right 
to  do,  It  put  him  to  that  extent  under 
intimidation.  It  was  obvious  that  the 
coanterpArt  of  the  refusal  of  employment 
was  the  refusal  to  give  services,  and  it 
was  notorious  that  in  many  cases  the 
threat  to  refuse  services  was  made  use  of 
for  the  purpose  of  inducing  employers 
not  to  do  that  which  they  had  a  legal 
right  to  do. 

VOL.  XXyn.  [fourth  sbribs.] 


The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Asquith,  Fife,  E.)  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  quite  within  his  right  in  referring 
to  this  matter.  He  thought  there  was 
no  real  difference  of  opinion  on  either 
side  of  the  House  as  to  the  expediency 
of  this  proposal.  Parliament  had  de< 
liberately  enacted  that  the  workmen 
should  have  a  right  to  appoint  a  check- 
weigher,  who  should  have  a  right  to 
take  observation  of  the  weight  of  coal 
brought  up,  and  for  that  purpose  have 
access  to  the  weighing  machine.  The 
Coal  Mines  Act  of  1887  penalised  the 
employer  for  impeding  or  interfering 
with  the  check-weigher,  and  this  Bill 
was  brought  forward  to  penalise  him  for 
an  obvious  evasion  of  that  Act-— that 
was,^  that  the  employer  should  not  have 
a  right  to  say  to  the  men  that  he  would 
dismiss  them  if  they  continued  to  employ 
a  particular  person  as  check-weigher. 
He  was  certain  that  the  House  would 
agree  that  that,  though  not  an  infraction 
of  the  Act  of  1887,  was  an  evasion  of  it% 
Clearly  the  intention  of  Parliament  had 
been  that  the  workman  should  have  the 
right  to  select  and  continue  in  his  em- 
ployment a  check-weigher  who  possessed 
their  confidence. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston)  said,  he 
did  not  oppose  the  Bill ;  but  as  it  had 
only  been  delivered  to-day,  he  would  sug- 
gest that  before  reading  it  a  second  time 
further  opportunity  of  considering  its 
provisions  should  be  given  to  persons  in- 
terested in  the  subject. 

It  being  after  Midnight,  and  Objection 
being  taken  to  Further  Proceeding,  the 
Debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 

PREVENTION    OF    CRUELTY    TO 

CHILDREN  BILL  [X^rrf*].— (No.  242.) 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^  That  ^e  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Mr.  Asquith.) 

Mr.  COXYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) said,  that  this  Bill  had  not  yet 
been  printed.  They  had  passed  a  Bill 
on  this  subject  this  year,  and  there  was 
another  on  the  Statute  Book,  and  he 
should,  therefore,  like  to  know  wha^he 
piesent  measure  was. 

4  B  Digitized  by  ^^OOgle 


1663 


Prize 


{COMMONS} 


Courts  Bill. 


1664 


Mr.  ASQUITH  said,  it  was  a  Bill 
of  consolidation  merely.  There  were  two 
Acts  in  existence  on  ^e  subject,  and  the 
object  of  the  present  Bill  was  to  consoli- 
date them.  It  effected  no  change  in  the 
law.  The  Bill  had  passed  through  the 
House  of  Lords  and  the  scrutiny  of  many 
emin^ent  lawyers. 

Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  said,  he  had 
gone  through  the  Bill,  and  had  failed  to 
find  in  it  anything  about  consolidation. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
said,  he  had  great  objection  to  reading  a 
Bill  a  second  time  before  it  bad  been 
printed. 

•Mr.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  believed 
the  Bill  was  correctly  described  as  being 
a  consolidation  Bill.  It  was  carefully 
considered  by  a  Joint  Committee  of  both 
Houses,  of  which  he  was  a  Member,  but 
at  the  same  time  he  thought  there  was  a 
strong  objection  to  passing  a  Bill  which 
had  not  been  printed. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  said,  that  as  a 
matter  of  Order  a  Bill  should  not  be  read 
a  second  time  before  it  had  been  printed, 


whether  it  came  from  the  House  of  Lords 
or  not. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  It  is  for  the  House 
to  judge.     There  is  no  question  of  Order. 
Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  object. 

Second    Reading    deferred    till    To- 
morrow. 

CANAL  TOLLS  AND  CHARGES   PRO-  "T^ 
VISIONAL  ORDEB   (No.  11)  (LAGAN,  &c. 
CANALS)  BILL  [Jy  <?r<fer].— (Na267.) 

As    amended,   considered ;    road    the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

PRIZE  COURTS  BILL  [Zorrf#].— (No.  311.) 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  I. 

Committee   report    Progress;    to   sit 
again  To-morrow. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 

[INDEX. 
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Explanation  of  Abbreviations. 

Bills,  Read  1*,  1«»,  2*,  2<»,  3*,  3o. 

A.    Answers. 

Pres.    Presented. 

Bead  the  First,  Second,  or 

e.    Commons. 

Q.    Questions. 

Third  Time. 

Com.    Committee. 

Rep.    Reported. 
R.F.    Report  Progress. 

IR.,    2R.,    3R.    Speech  de- 

com.   Committed. 

livered  on   First,  Second, 

Intro.  Introduction. 

1      Reso.  Resolutions. 

or  Thinl  Reading. 

I,    Lords. 

1 

Adj.    Adjourned. 

Obs.    Observations. 

1 

The  subjects  of  Debate,  as  £a 

r  as  possible,  are  classifiei  under  General  Headings  :  eg.. 

Afbica 

India 

Metropolis 

Armt 

Ireland 

Navy 

Board  of  Agriculturb 

Labour  Department 

Parliament 

Board  op  Trade 

Law    and    Justice    and 

Post  Office 

Civil  Service 

Police 

Scotland 

Customs,  Excisk,  and  In- 

Local Government  Board 

Supply 

land  Revenue 

Merchant  Shipping 

Wales 

i   Education 

Access  to  Mountains  (Scotland)  Bill 

e»  Motion  for  Leave  (Mr.  Bryce)  ;    Objection 
taken ;    Motion  postponed  July  17,  274 

ACLAND,    Right     Hon.   A.   H.   D. 

(Vice  President  of  the  Council  on 

Education),  Vorky  W,R,y  Rotherham 

Anderby  Church  School,  Lincolnshire,  1261 

Ashperton    and     Canon    Ffrome    National 

Schools,  1129 
Bamley-in-the- Willows  National  School,  656 
Cleckheaton  School  Accommodation,  19, 1138 
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ACLAND,  Right  Hon.  A.  H.  D.-^eont, 
Darwen  Trinity  Infant  School,  1257 
Dublin  and  Kew  Botanic  Gardens,  658 
Elementary  Education,  2R.,  115 
Feckenham  National  School,  661 
Grants  —  Public     Elementary     Schools  — 

"Warnecl"    Schools,    1138 
Grants  for  Rural  Districts,  661 
Hever  Schools,  657 
Kensington  Local  Examinations,  550 
Lambeth  School  Accommodation,  1001 
Lowestoft  —  Christ   Church   Infant  School, 

1133,  1581 
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ACLAND,  Right  Hon.  A.  H.  D.^cont. 

St.  AuguBtine's  Boys'  School,  Kilbarn,  25 
Supply— Lowestoft  Schools,  1489 

Voluntary  Schools 
Education  Department  Bequircments,  1581 
Fee  Grants,  1560 

Wales 
Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  and  Mr.  Acland,  1575 
Denbighshire      Intermediate      Education 

Scheme,   1137 
Grants  to  Public  Elementary  Schools,  1138 
Bhuddlan  School,  St.  Asaph,  1252 

Westminster  School  Accommodation,  1001 

AcLA.ND-HooD,  C»ptain  Sir  A.,Somerset, 
Wellington 
India— Waziri  Expedition  Medal,  671 

Acts  of  Parliament,  Dilatory  Publica- 
tion of 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  July  19, 
359 

Adjournment  Motions   under  Standing 
Order  17 
Beturn  ordered  July  26, 1108 

Advertisements,  Pictorial,  Importation  of 
Q.  Mr.  Farquharson  ;   A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  20, 
548 

Africa 

Anglo- Belgian  Agreement^  Q.  Mr.  Stuart- 
Wortley ;    A.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  16,  28 

Correspondence  o-n^  Qs.  Sir  G.  Baden- 
Powell ;  As.  Sir  B.  Grev,  Sir  J.  T. 
Hibbert  July  17,  170;  Q.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Lowther ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  17,  173  ; 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  19, 
378 

France,  Q.  Mr.  Stuart-Wortley ;  A.  Sir 
E.  Grey  July  16,  30 

Zobthr  Pasha,  Q.  Sir  G.  Batien-Powell ; 
A.  Sir  E.  Grey  Jnly  30,  1264 

(References  to,  in  Debate  on  Supply, 
July  30,  1310,  &c.) 

British   East  Africa    (7o»yia»y— References 

to,  in  Debate  on  Supply,  July  30, 1315.  &c. 
Cape  Customs  Duties,  Q.  Sir  J.   Lubbock  ; 

A.  Mr.  Buxton  July  24,  811 
Cojigo  Treaty  (see  sMh-hesLdiug Anglo-Belgian 

Agreement^ 
Kassala — Occupation  of  by  Italians,  Q.  Sir 

E.    Ashmead-Bartlett ;    A.    Sir    E.    Grey 

July  23,  666 
Mataheleland  and  Mashonaland  Agreement — 

References    to,     in    Debate    on    Supply, 

July  31,  1480,  &c. 
Pondoland,   Annexation  of — References   to, 

in  Debate  on  Supply ,  July  31,  1468.  &c. 
Sierra  Leone,  Defence  of  Q.  Sir   C.  Dilke  ; 

A.  Mr.  Campbell- Bannerman  July  26, 1002 
Sir  Francis  Scott s  Expedition,  Q.  Mr.  J.  W. 

Lowther  ;  A.  Mr,  Buxton  July  24,  793 


AFBIOA— <?OT»^. 

South  African  Contention,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ; 

A.  Mr.  Buxton  July  24,  797 
Swaziland  Convention,  Q.  Mr.  Oayzer  ;  A.  Mr. 

Buxton  July  23,  668 

Trajuvaal 
British  Subjects'— B^terencea  to,  in  Debate 

on  Supply  t  July  31,  1461 
Conimanaeering,  Q.  Mr.  Macdona  ;  A.  Mr. 

Buxton  July  24,  813 
Franchise  Denied  to  Foreign  Residents, 

Qs.    Sir     E.    Ashmead  -  Bartlett,    Mr. 

Tomlinson ;    As.    Mr.    Buxton    Aug  2, 

1574 
Restricting  Rights  of  Public  Meetings,  J^o., 

Q.    Sir    E.    Ashmead-Bartlett;   A.  Mr. 

Buxton  Jtdy  19, 380  ;  Qs.  Mr.  Tomlinson, 

Mr.    W.    Johnston  ;    As.    Mr.    Buxton 

July    24,    804 ;    Q.    Sir    E.    Ashmead- 

Bartlett ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton  July  26,  1019 


Agricultural  Eduoation  in  Elementary 
Schools   Bill 

c.  Withdrawn  Aug  I,  1554 


AGBICTTLTUBE,  BOABD  OF 

President — Mr.  H.  Gabdneb 

Canadian  Cattle  Importation,  Q.  Mr.  J.  E. 

Ellis ;  A.  Mr.  Gardner  July  19,  366 

(References    to,    in    Debate    on    Supply, 

July  30,  1357) 

Canine  Rabies — Muzzling,  Q.  and  Obs.  Earl 

of  Rosse,  Lord  Ribblesdale  July  23,  647 

Mersey  Docks 

Cattle  Disease,  Precautions  against,  Q.  Mr. 

Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Gardner  July  24,  798 
Lairages,  Qs.  Mr.  Field ;  As.  Mr.  Gardner 
July  19,  372  ;  July  26,  1011 

Forestry  Education  in  Wales,  Q.  Mr.  Herbert 

Lewis  ;  A.  Mr.  Gardner  July  20,  561 
Journal  for  Agricuttwre,  Qs.  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr. 

J.   Lowther,   Mr.    Dodd,   Mr.  Tomlinson ; 

As.  Mr.  Gardner  July  19,  378 
Tuberculosis    Commission  Report,    Qs.    Mr. 

Hunter,  Sir  M.  Stewart,  Mr.  Chaplin  ;  As. 

Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre  July  20,  548 

Aliens  Bill 

2.  Read  2*  .7i«Zy  17,  117 

Amalgamation  of  the   City  and  County 

of  London  Commission  Report 

Q.    Sir    A.    Rollit;    A.    Mr.    Shaw-Lefeyre 
July  19,  381 

Ambrose,  Dr.  D.,  Louth,  5. 

Ireland— Franchise  Assimilation,  801 


Ambrose,  Dr.  R.,  Mayo,   W, 
Clew  Bay  Disaste^.2|^^^  by  ^OOgk 
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Ahbriga — United  States 

AuHralian  Mails  and  United  States  Riots^ 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Morley  July  19, 

364 
Nutaragua  Cajial,  Qs.  Colonel  H.   Vincent, 

Sir  E.  Harland  ;  As.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  16, 

16 
■Passengers  from  Steamers  at  Qneenstown,  Q. 

Sir    G.     Baden-Powell;    A.    Mr.    Bryce 

Jviy  17, 165 

Anarchist  Placards 

Q.  Mr.  Darling  ;  A.  Sir  W.  Harcourt  July  20, 
562 

Anglo-Belgian   Agreement  (see    under 
Africa) 


Ami'  Vaccinationists  (see  Vaccination) 

Abgentine  Rspitblio 
Jahez  Balfour,  Q.  Sir  E.  Ashmead-Bartlett ; 
A.  Sir  W.  Harcourt  Jtdy  17,  179  ;   Q.  Sir 
A.  RoUit ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  20,  553 

AnGYLL,  Ddke  of 
Finance  Bill,  2R.,  976 

Valuation  of  Lands  (Scotland)  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Com.,  663,  654 


Armenian  Prisoners 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann  ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  31, 
1407 


ASMT 

Secretary  of  State— Mr.  Campbbll-Ban- 

NBBMAK 

Under  Secretary  of    State— Lord    Sand- 

HUBST 

Financial  Secretary— Mr.  WoODALL 

Africa 
Sierra  Leom,  Defence  of,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ; 
A.   Mr.   Campbell-Bannerman  July  26, 
1002 

Barracks 
Preston,  Brighton,  Q.  Mr.  Loder  ;  A.    Mr. 
Campbell-Bannerman  July  26,  1007 

Chelsea     and     Kil/nainham     Hospttals-^ 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Estimates, 

July  18,  316,  &c. 
Chelsea  Hospital  Funds,  Q.  Sir  J.  Leng  ;  A. 

Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman  July  23,  670 
Clerical      Department  —  Second     Division 

Clerks — References  to,  in  Debate  on  the 

Estimates,  July  18,  289,  &c. 
Commander-in-Chief ^-Duke  of  Cambridge-^ 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Estinhotes, 

July  18,  303,  &c. 
Commissions,     Q.    Mr.    Macdona;    A.     Mr. 

Campbell-Bannerman  July  16,  30 

[cowt. 


ARMY—Qont. 

Factories 

Woolwich  Arsenal  ^Labourers'  Wages^  Q. 
Mr.  K.  Hardie ;  A.  Mr.  Woodall  July  19, 
375 
Foreign  Service,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Whitelaw ;  A. 

Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman  July  24,  803 
Gyv^nastic  Instructors.  Q.  Mr.  Pierpoint;  A. 
Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman  July  23,  666 

iTidia 

Expenditure,  Q.  Sir  D.  Macfarlane ;  A.  Mr. 
H.  H.  Fowler  July  26,  1020 

Home  Pensions  ^Increase,  Q.  Sir  D.  Mac- 
farlane ;  A.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  July  20, 
546 

Military  and  Orphan  Funds,  Q.  Sir  G. 
Baden-Powell;  A.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler 
July  31,  1899 

Staff  Cwps,  Q.  Sir  8.  King  ;  A.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler  July  19,  357 

Station  Hospitals — Savings,  Q.  Mr.  Han- 
bury  ;  A.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  Aug  2, 1669 

Troopships,  Qs.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn,  Sir  J. 
Fergusson  ;  As.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  Aug  2, 
1672 

Waziri  Expedition  Medal,  Q.  Sir  A. 
Acland-Hood;  A.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler 
July  23,  671 

Ireland 

Birr  Barrack  Scandal,  Q.  Mr.  Molloy  ;  A. 
Mr.  J.  Morley  July  19,  379;  Q.  Mr. 
Brookfield  ;  A.  Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman 
July  24,  801  ;  Q.  Mr.  Molloy ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Morley  July  26,  1026 

Londonderry  Barracks,  Qs.  Mr.  Ross,  Mr. 
W.  Johnston ;  As.  Mr.  Woodall  Aug  2, 
1561 

Richm^md  Prison,  Qs.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  24,  810  ;  Qs.  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  Dr.  Kenny  ;  As.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell-Bannerman July  26,  1008 

Malta  Harbour —  Valetta  Sewage,  Q.  Captain 

Grice-Hutchinson  ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton  July  17, 

168 
Medical    Staff,   Q.  Mr.  M'Cartan  ;    A.    Mr, 

Campbell-Bannerman  July  31,  1408 
Mitchell,  Colonel,   Q.  Mr.   Naoroji ;   A.  Mr. 

Campbell-Bannerman  July  17,  158;  Q.  Mr. 

Naoroji ;  A.  Sir  J.  Rigby  July  20,  553 

PeMions 
Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny    Veterans — 
References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Estimates, 
July  18,  317,  &c. 

Reserve  and  DisoJtarged  Soldiers,  Employ- 
ment for,  Q.  Major  Rasch ;  A.  Mr.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  July  16,  29 

Rifle  Ranges 
Staines,    Qs.    Mr.     Webster,    Colonel    H. 
Vincent ;  As.  Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman 
July  31,  1394 
Wimbledon,    Q.    Mr.    Macdona;    A.    Mr. 
Campbell-Bannerman  Aug  2,  1564 

Straits  Settlements — Military  Contributions, 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton :  A.  Mr.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  July  20,  1015  ;  Qs.  Mr.  W. 
Johnston,  Mr.  H.  Heaton  ;  As.  Mr.  Buxton 
July  27,  1117 

Volunteer    Acts,  Select    Committee    Report 

July  17,  275       Digitized  by  ^^OOQ  IC 
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ARMY'-cont. 


Waltham  Ahhey  Powder  Factory 
Colonel    3PClintoek—Reieirences    ta,     in 

Debate   on   the    HHimates,    July   18, 

308,  &c. 
Explosion    Pi0n^Mm«— Referenoes   to,    in 

Debate    on    the   Ettimatet,   July    18, 

S25,  &c. 
Explosion  Report,  Q.   Mr.  Hanbury;  A. 

Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman  Aug  2, 1668 

Woolwich  Arsenal  (see  sub-heading  Factories} 

Workslwps,  Soldiers\  Q.  Colonel  Murray  ;  A. 

Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman  July  81, 1393 

ABMT  ESTIKATES,  1894-6 

£257,600— War  Office,  Salaries,  &c.,  Com. 
July  18,  289  ;  Report  July  19,  487 

£1,616,400— Retired  Pay,  Half-Pay,  &c., 
Com.  July  18,  308  ;  Report  July  19,  487 

£1,356,200— Pensions  and  other  Non-Effectiye 
Charges  for  Warrant  Officers,  &c.,  Com. 
July  18,  316 ;  Report  July  19,  487 

£164,700 — Superannuation  and  other  Allow- 
ances, Com.  July  18,  326 ;  Report  July  19, 
488 

ABNOLD-FoRSTEBjMr.  H.  0.,  Belfast^  W. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
Com..  cL  1,  1044,  1072, 1085 

Ashbourne,  Lord 

Chimney  Sweepers  Bill,  Com.,  1114 
Finance  Bill,  3R.,  1233 
Public  Libraries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment 
Bill,  2R.,  1115  ;  Com.,  1234, 1236 

Ashmead-Bartlett,  Sir  E.,  Sheffield, 
Ecclesall 

Balfour,  Jabez— Extradition  of,  179 
Brazilian  Civil  War— British  Officers,  1271 
'  Corea—Chino- Japanese  Affairs,  1027,  1145» 
1263,  1573 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

2R.,  758 ;  Com.,  1183 
Finance  Bill,  3R.,  236 
Kassala— Occupation  of  by  Italians,  666 
Slam,  Affairs  of,  552 

Supply 
Cnino-Japanese  Affairs,  1365 
Siam,  1365 

Transvaal,  British  Subjects  in,  1461, 1462, 
1476,  1477 

Transvaal 
Franchise  Denied  to    Foreign    Residents, 

1674 
Restricting  Public  Meetings,  &c,,  380, 1019 

ASQUITH,  Right  Hon.  H.  H.  (Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment), Fife,  E. 
Cemetery  Fees  at  Dalton-in-Pumess,  1388 
Coal  Mines  (Check  Weigher)  Bill,  2R.,  1662 
Cycles,  Registration  of,  1263 

\ewid. 


A8QT7ITH,  Right  Hon.  H.  11,-^cont, 
Cycling  Regulations,  796 
Factory  Acts,  Exemptions  from,  1123 
Habitual  Inebriates,  26, 162 
Hampstead — House  Construction,  1256 
Inebriates'  Retreat  at  Walsall,  1257 
Lead  Poisoning — Death  at  Greenwich  Woik- 

honse,  1022 
London    Police   Magistrates  —  Sentence   on 

EUzabeth  Saunders,  1399 
Lord  Walsingham's  Cottage  Tenantry,  1019 

Lunacy 

Commissioners'  Report,  377 

Increase  in,  1563 
Massage  Scandals,  664 
Metropolitan  Police  Boots— Contract,  29,  377 

Mines 

Coal  Dust  Explosions,  1008 
Department  of,  800 
Fatalities— Inquiries,  800 
Lanarkshire  Fatality,  23,  1014 
Metalliferous  Mines  Inspectors,  1243,  1404 
Practical  Miners  as  Inspectors,  1670 
Scotch  Strike,  1017 
Shot  Firing,  866 
Sub-Assistant  Inspectors,  176 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  792 
Non-Payment  of  Rates,  Imprisonment  for,  664 

PoUce 

Dismissal  of  H.  Kemp,  22 

Protection  Duty,  168 

Social  Democrats  and  the  Police,  876 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  (No.  2) 

BiU,  2R.,  1663 
Quarter  ScssionB— Bar  Practice,  1266 
Religious  Intolerance  in  Hyde  Park,  1267 
Solent  Explosion,  1266 

Supply 

Home  Office,  1308 

Metalliferous  Mines— Appointment  of  Mr. 
Leek,  1449, 1452,  1453,  1457 
Vaccination  Prosecutions,  1247 

Wales 
Cemetery  Consecration  in  Cardiganshire, 

1262 
Colliery  Explosion— Mr.  Boskill,  176 
Halkyn  Mountain  Quarries,  160 
Trade  Dispute  and  the  Police,  23, 177,  381 
Wyndham  ColUery,  1391 


Attorney  General — Sir  J.  Rigby 


Austin,  Mr.  M.,  Limerick,  W. 
Newcastle  West  Board  of  Guardians,  24 


Australasia 

Mails  and  the  United  States  Riots,\  Q.  Mr. 

Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Morley  July  19,;364 
Kaval  Service-^Discontent,  Q.  Mr.  Gourley  ; 

A.  Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttleworthj^f%  1268 
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Baden-Powell,    Sir     G.,    Liverpool, 
Kirkdale 

Anglo-Belgian  Agreement,  170,  1264 
Business  of  the  House,  288 


V^ 


Dominica— Sir  R.   Hamilton's  Report,   165, 

1574 
Ooverament  Dockyards,  Wages  in,  1264 
India— Military  and  Orphan  Funds,  1899 
Passengers     from      Foreign     Steamers    at 

Queenstown,  165 
Solent  Explosion,  1265 

Baldwin,  Mr.  A.,   fForeesler,  Bewdley 

Borough  Mayors  and  the  Ck)unty  Bench- 
Chairmen  of  District  Councils,  1003 

Balfour^  Jabez — Extradition  of,  S^c. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Ashmead-Bartlett  ;  A.  Sir  W. 
Harcourt  July  17,  179  ;  Q,  Sir  A,  Rollit ; 
A  Sir  E.  Grey  July  20,  553;  Q.  Mr. 
Stuart- Wortley ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey  Aug  2, 
1585 

Balfour,    Mr.  G.  W.,  Leeds,  Central 

Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill.  Con.,  1608, 
1614,  1618,  1625,  1627,  1630,  1642,  1645. 
1649 

Business  of  the  House  (Ministerial  State- 
meat),  Motion  for  Adjournment  of  the 
House,  409,  410 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
Com.,  1176,  1186,  1187 

Balfour,  Right  Kon.X.  J.,  Manchester, 

E. 

Business  of  the  House,  282,  289,  488,  673 
Ministerial       Statement,       Motion       for 

Adjournment   of  the    House,   398,  415, 

418,421 
Procctlure  on  the  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland) 

Bill,  Res.,  1411,  1415,  1417,  1419,  1420, 

1427,  1429,  1434,  1437,  1443 
Suspension  of  the  Twelve  o'Clock  Rule, 

563 

Evicteil  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R.,  763,  765,  766,  768,  770,  771,  772,  773, 
774.  783  :  Com.,  cl,  1,  1045, 1064, 1067, 1069, 
1070,  1087,  1088,  1091,  1094,  1095,  1154, 
1159,  1162,  1168,  1178,  1204,  1205,  1213, 
1214,  1215 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  55,  67,  59,  61,  73  ;  3R.,  264 

BALFOUR,  Right  Hon.  J.  B.  (Lord 
Advocate),  Clackmannan,  SfC, 

Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1613, 
1623,  1625,  1626,  1640,  1643,  1647,  1652, 
1659 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  103 

Insanitary  Dwellings,* Sutherlandshire,  1255 

Loch  Tarbert  Fisheries,  1262 

Salmon  Fishing  Prosecutions  at  Oban,  1262 

Tiree  Crofters — Erection  of  a  March  Dyke, 
359 


Banbcrt,  Mr.  F.  G.,  Camberwell,  Peoh- 
ham 

Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1608, 

1610,  1615, 1626,  1645 
Equalisation  of  Rates  i  (London)    Bill,  2R., 

856,  860 


Barrow,  Mr.  R.  V.,  Southwark,  Ber- 
mondsey 

Equalisation  of    Rates  (London)  Bill,  2R., 
852,  856 

Barry,  Mr.  A,  H.  Smith-,  Hunts,  S, 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R.,  638,  640  ;  CJom.,  cL  1,  1051 

Bartley,  Mr.  G.  C.  T.,  Islington,  N. 

Army  Estimates 

Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Veterans,  318, 
324 
Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1608, 

1611,  1614,   1619,  1622,  1624,  1627,  1631, 

1637,  1645,  1665 
Business  of  the  House,  1145,  1556 

Ministerial    Statement — Motion    for  Ad- 
journment of  the  House,  414 
Coldbath  Fields  Money  Order  Office,  1121 
Education  Department—"  Warned  "  Schools, 

1139 
Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,2R.,  832, 

845,  846,  856,  860,  871,  937 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill» 

Com.,  cl.  1,  1498 
Explosives— Shipping  of  at  Plymouth,  647 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  36,  57,  67,  108,  112,  113 
Ireland  —  Occupying    Tenants    and    Death 

Duties,  30 
Public  Libraries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment 

Bill,  Be-com.,  784,  785 
Savtngs  Banks  (Societies)  Bill,  Withdrawal, 

115 

Sup 


3ivil  List  Pensions — Professor  Rhys-DavidSi 

1291,  1294,  1296 
Rating  of  Government  Property,  1284 
South  Kensington  Museum  Attendants  and 
Mciisengers,  1298 
Telegraphs— Mistakes  in  Transmission,  16 
West  Ham  Town  Clerkships,  362,  363 

Barton,  Mr.  D.  P.,  Armagh,  Mid. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2K.,  572,  574,  579,  580 ;  Com.,  cl.  1,  1068, 
1074,  1083,  1084,  1101,  1103,  1170,  1180, 
1215 

Ireland 
Carlow  Lunatic  Asylum,  1401 
Mungret  Eviction,  1401 

Bayley,  Mr.  E.  H.,  Camberwell,  N. 

Coldbath  Field8lMonej,J^5^i^r^ftf0^|^ 
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Beach,  Right  Hod.  Sir  M.  H.,  Bristol, 
W. 

Bristol  Tramways  Bill,  Con.,  999 

Business  of  the  House— Ministerial  State- 
ment, Motion  for  Adjournment  of  the 
House,  386,  890,  893,  394 

Commercial  Treaties,  552 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  40,  41,  45,  49,  78,  82,  97, 
108 

Great  Western  and  Midland  Railway  Com- 
panies Bill,  2R.,  543,  545 

Bail^^y  and  Canal  Traffic  Bill,  1019 

BeauforCs,  Duke  of.  Tenants 
Q.  Mr.  Saunders ;    A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  26, 
1018 

Behring  Sea  Arbitration,  Cost  of 
Q.  Mr.  Cremer  ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey  Aug  2, 1572 

Belgium 

Commercial  Treatiti,  Qs.  Sir  A.  Rolllt,  Sir  M. 
H.  Beach  ;  As.  Sir  B.  Grey  July  20,  662  ; 
Qs.  Sir  A.  Rollit,  Colonel  H.  Vincent,  Mr. 
G.  Bowles ;  As.  Sir  E.  Grey  Jtdy  30, 1238 

Benn,   Mr.     J.    W.,    Tower  Hamlets, 
St.  George's 
Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)   Bill,  2R., 
870,  877,  878,  902 

Beth  ELL,   Commander  G.     R.,     York, 
E.R.,  Holdemess 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  50,  67 

Supply 
Anglo- Belgian  Agreement,  1310,  1814 
Civil  Servants  and  Civic  Officers,  1304 

Betterment — Town  Improvements 
Select  Com.  Report  July  19,  836 

BiGwooD,   Mr.  J.,    Middlesex,   Brent' 
ford 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  105,  107 

Billingsgate  Tolls 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Foster ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  27, 1183 

BiLLsox,  Mr.  A.,  Devon,  Barnstaple 

Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1631, 
1658 

Birkmyre,  Mr.  W.,  Ayr,  S^c. 

Scotland 
Campbeltown    Loch — Proposed   Hatchery, 

665 
Secondary  Education  in  Ayrshire,  25,  366 

BiRRELL,  Mr.  A.,  Fife,   W. 

finance  Bill,  3R.,  248 
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27. 

Bithoprioof  Briftol  Aot  OSMd  Amonl- 
ment  Bill 

I,  Royal  Assent  July  20 

Board  of  Agriculture  (see  Agriculture) 
Board  of  Trade  (see  Trade) 
Boards  of  Conciliation  Bill 

I,  Com. ;    Reported,  and  Re-com.  to  Standing 
Com.  J^y  23,  656 
Reported  July  24,  790 
Amendts.  reported  July  26, 998 
Read  3*,  and  passed  July  30,  1221 

Bodkin,  Mr.  M.  M.,  Roscommon,  N. 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R.,  618 

Ireland 
Malicious  Burning  in  Gal  way,  1126 
Monitorial  System,  1018 
Poor  Rate  Arrears  in  Roscommon  UnloB, 

667 
School  Books,  1017,  1130 

Bolton,  Mr.  T.  H.,  St.  Pancras,  N. 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,  2R.»' 

892,  897,  902,  906 
Finance  Bill,  3R.,  240 

Boroagh  Funds  Act  (1872)  Amendment 
BiU 

o,  Intro.,  Sir  A.  RolUt ;  Read  1*  July  26,  952 

BoscAWEN,  Mr.  A.  S.  T.  Griffith-* 
Kent,  Tunhridge 
Bamley-in-the- Willows  National  School,  65^ 
Heyer  Schools,  656 
Post  Office  Envelopes,  1252 

Wales 
Cemetery  Consecration  in  Caxdiganshire,. 

1251 
Rhuddlan  School,  St.  Asaph,  1252 

BouLNOis,  Mr.  E,,  Marylehone,  E. 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,  2E^ 
829,  832,  885 

BousFiELD,  Mr.  W.  R.,  Hackney,  N. 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  75,  94,  98 

Bowles,   Caplain    H.    F.,    Middlesex^ 
Enfield 
Army  Estimates 
WalUiam    Abbey    Powder    Factory    Ex- 
plosions—Pensions, ^?iOO<2ie 
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Bowles,  Mr.  T,  G.,  Lynn  Regis 

Agricnltare,  Journal  for,  379 

Army  Estimates 
Colonel  M'Clintock,  316 
Drawing  Pensions  at  Post  Offices,  324 
Dake  of  Cambridge,  303,  306 

Commercial  Treaties,  1239 

Cycles,  Begistration  of,  1263 

Cycling  Regulations,  796 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  37,  38,  43,  60,  63,  61,  62, 

66,  78,  81,  84  ;  3R.,  189,  193 
Franco-Siamese  Question,  167 
Government  Newspaper    Publications,    795, 

806 
Gunners'  Pay  in  the  Navy,  1246 
Sombrero  Island  Lights,  1261 

Supply 
Dockyard    Employes    and    District    and 

Parish  Councils,  1302 
Rating  of  Government  Property,  1286 


Brazilian  Civil  War 

Explosion  at  Rw — Cornpetmation  for  Death 
of  BrltUh  Officers^  Q.  Sir  E.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  30, 1271 


Brentwood  School  Scandal 

Q.    Major    Rasch  ;    A.    Mr.    Shaw-Lefevre 
July  21,  1121 

Bristol  Tramways  Bill 

o.  As  amende  I,  Con.  July  26,  998 


British   Mnseum   (Porcliase   of  Land) 
BiU 

o.  Read  2*'  July  17,  273 
Con.  in  Com.  July  19,  486 
Read  S**.  and  passed  July  20,  644 
.  Read  l*J^iA/y  23,666 
P.ead  2*  July  31,  1366 
Com. ;  Reported,  &c.  Aug  2,  1558 

Brodrick,  Hon.  W.  St.  John,  Surrey^ 
Guildford 

Army  E-timates 

Colonel  M'CIintock,  315 

Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Veterans,  324 

Pensions,  &c.,  318,  321 

War  Office,  Salaries,  &c.,2945  301,  302,  306 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.,  cl.  1,  1048,  1049,  1078,  1177 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  87,  88,  89, 90 


Brook  FIELD,   Colouel  A.  M.,    Sussex^ 
Rye 
Birr  Military  Scandal,  801 


BRYCE,  Right  Hon.  J.  (President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade),  Aberdeen^  S. 
Access  to  Mountains  (^Scotland)  Bill,  Motion 

for  Leave,  274 
Advertisements,    Pictorial — Importation   of, 

548 
Billingsgate  ToUs,  1134 
Bristol  Tramways  Bill,  Con.,  1000 
Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order 

CNo.  4)  Bill,  Con.,  1372 
Conciliation  Bills,  381 
Derelicts,  Floating,  174,  175,  551,  668,  1668 
Foreign  ]?rison-Made  Brushes,  1240 
Great  Western  and  Midland   Railway  Com- 
panies Bill,  2R.,  544,  546 

Ireland 

Cattle  Traffic  and  Railway  Companies,  798 

Lights  Board  Contracts  and  Trades  Union 
Wages,  370,  1404,  1583 
Merchant  Shipping  Bill,  Re-com.,  960,  1361, 

1362 
Provident  Association  of  London,  368 
Queenstown  —  Passengers     from     Foreign 

Steamers,  165 
Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Bill,  1019, 1586  ; 

Con.,  1660 

Railways 
Accidents— Departmental  Report,  17 
Hours  of  Labour — Great  Eastern  Railway, 

170 
Preferences  to  Traders,  170 

Scotland 

Coal  Strike,  1016 

Fort  William  Railway  Station,  1253 

Forth  at  Cruickness— Pollution,  1570 

Railway  Hours  of  Labour,  792 
Spirits,  Imported,  793 
Start  Point  Fog  Horn,  26 
Tower  Bridge,  Return,  805 
Training  Boys  for  Sea,  1000 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill, 

Con.,  1378 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill 

Con.,  1383 


Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  R.,  Aberdeenshire^  E. 

Inebriates  Retreat  at  Walsall,  1256 


Bocknill,  Mr.  T.  T.,   Surrey,  Epsom 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R.,  699,  601  ;  Com.,  cl.  1,  1079,  1080,  1206 
Merchant  Shipping  Bill,  Re-com.,  1362 
Voluntary  School  Fee  Grant,  1560 

Building  Bye-Laws  in  the  Metropolis 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre  July  30, 
1256 

Building  Societies  (Ho.  2)  Bill 

e.  As  amended,  CJo^r^iti^em^Vl^^Ogle 
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Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill 
Q.  Mr.  Jackson  ;  A.  Mr.  T.  E.  Ellis  July  18, 
330 

Building  SocietieSj  Return 

Q.  Mr.  Jackson ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Russell  Aug  % 
1582 


BURDETT-COUTTS,    Mr. 

fFestminster 


W.   L.  A.  B., 


Equalisation  of  Rates    (London)  Bill,  2R., 
918 


Burgh  Police  (Sootland)  Act,  1892. 
Amendment  Bill 

2.  Royal  Assent  July  20 

Burial  Grounds 

Citmetery  Consecration  in  Cardiganshire^  Q. 

Mr.   Griffith-Boscawen ;    A.    Mr.  Asquith 

July  30,  1251 
Cemetery    Fees    at    Dalton'-in'FumesSf    Q. 

Mr.  C.  Williams  ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  31, 

1387 

Burns,  Mr.  John,  Battersea 

Lead  Poisoning— Death  at  Greenwich  Work- 
house, 1023 

St.  James's  Park,  330 

Supply— Metalliferous  Mines  Inspectors— Mr. 
Leek,  1459,  1460 

West  Ham  Town  Clerkships,  361 

Business  of  the  House  (see  under 
Parliament) 

Butcher,  Mr.  J.  G.,  York 

Finance  BUI,  Con.,  34,  42,  46,  54,  80,  98 

BUXTON,  Mr.  S.  C.  (Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies),  Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar 

Africa 
Cape  Customs  Duties,  811 
Sir  Francis  Scott's  Expedition,  793 
South  African  Convention,  797 
Swaziland,  668 

Transvaal 
Commandeering,  813 
Franchise  Denied  to  Foreign  Residents, 

1574 
Restricting  Rights  of  Public  Meetings, 
380,  804,  1020 

Chino- Japanese  Affairs,  1145 

Cyprus— Administration,  1260 

Dominica— Sir    Robert    Hamilton's   Report, 

166, 1575 
Fiji,  Taxation  in,  795 

Malta  Harbour,  Sanitary  Condition  of,  168 
New  South  Wales— Dibbs  Ministry,  1407 

\cont. 


Buxton,  Mi.  S.  C^^ont. 
New  Zealand  Fiscal  Policy,  367 
Ottawa  Conference  Report,  382,  794,  811 
Prize  Courts  Bill,  2R.,  951,  1105 
Straits  Settlements— Military  Contributions, 
1118 

Supply 
Cyprus— Dr.  Grigsby,  1491,  1492 
Matabeleland  and  Mashonaland  Settlement, 

1485 
Transvaal— British  Subjects  in,&c.,  1467, 

1472,  1474,  1475, 1476,  1477 

Tobago,  Revenue  of,  807 

Byles,  Mr.  W.  P.,  York,  W.R.,  Shipley 

Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1609 
1615,  1618,  1627,  1633,  1634,  1636,  1655i 
1659 

Business  of  the  House,  288 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill 
2R.,  606,  640 

Supply— Professor  Rhys-Davids,  1293 

Byrne,  Mr.  E.   W.,  Essex,   Waltham- 
stow 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  80,  86,  96, 102 

Caine,  Mr.  W.  S.,  Bradford,  E, 
De  Freyne  Estate,  561 

Caldwell,  Mr.  J.,  Lanark,  Mid 

Heritable  Securities  (Scotland)  Bill,  Re-com., 

1106 
Lanarkshire  Colliery  Accident,  23, 1014 

Caledonian  Canal 

Paper  pres. ;  to  be  printed  July  20,  644 

CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN,  Right 
Hon.  H.  (Secretary  of  State  for 
War),  Stirling,  ^c. 

Army  Estimates 

Chelsea  and  Kilmainham  Hospitals,  317 
Crimean  and  Jndian  Mutiny  veterans^  321 
Drawing  Pensions  at  Post  Offices,  323,  324 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  303,  306,  307 
Retired  Pay,  Half  Pay,  &c.,  308 
Waltham  Abbey  Powder  Factory — Colonel 

M^Clintock,  311,  312,  314,  315 
War  Office,  Salaries,  &c.,  291,  293,  299,  301, 

305,  306,  307 

Brighton  Barracks,  1007 

Chelsea  Hospital  Funds,  671 

Colonel  Mitcheirs  Claim  against  the  War 

Office,  158 
Commissions,  30 
Foreign  Military  Service,  803 
Gymnastic  Instructors,  666 


Ireland 
Birr  Barrack  Scandal 


80r 


Richmond  Pri8oiB>i  J^^  by  GoOgk 

[oont. 
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Campbell-Bannebmak,  Bight  Hon.  H. — oont. 
Me^lical  Staff,  1408 

Reserve  and  Discharged  Soldiers,  Bmploy- 
mcnt  of,  29 

Rifle  Hanges 
Staines,  1394 
Wimbledon,  1664 

Sierra  Leone,  Defence  of,  1002 

Straits  Settlement* — Military  CJontributipns, 

1016 
Waltham  Abbey  Explosions,  Report,  1668 
Workshops,  Soldiers',  1393 

Campekdown,  Earl  of 

Betterment  —  Town    Improvements,  Select 

Com.  Report,  342 
Chimney  Sweepers  Bill,  Com.,  1113, 1114 
Valuation  of  I.Ands  (Scotland)  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Com.,  655 


Canada 

Cattle  ImpoHation,  Q.  Mr.  J.  B.  Ellis  ;  A. 
Mr.  Gardner  July  19,  366 
(References   to,    in     Debate   on    Supply, 
July  30, 1357,  &c.) 

Ottaivu  Conference 
Pariiir  Cable  RutUe,  Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr. 

A.'  Morley  July  19,  363 
Report,  Qs.  Sir  A.  RoUit,  Mr.  J.  Lowther, 

Mr.    W.    Johnston;    As.     Mr.     Buxton 

July  19.  382;    Q.  Mr.  Hogan;    A.  Mr. 

Buxton  July  24,   794;    Q.   Colonel   H. 

Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton  July  24,  811 


Canal  Rates,  Tolls,  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Order  Bills— Joint  Com- 
mittee 

Com mhsioner  of  Public  Works  in  Ireland'^ 

Leave  to  Appeal  July  17,  276 
Report,  July  23,  785 

Canal   Tolls  and  Charges  Proyisional 
Order  Bills 

(No.  1) 

t:,  Reporterl  July  23,  785 
As  amended.  Con.  July  26,  1106 
Read  3%  and  passed  July  27,  1218 

I.  Reati  1*  July  30,  1237 

(No.  2) 
c.  Reporte<l  July  23,  785 

As  amended,  Con.  July  26,  1107 

Rearl  3»,  and  passed  July  27,  1218 
/.  Rea<l  I*  July  30,  1237 

(Ho.  3) 
e.  Reported  July  23,  785 

As  amended.  Con.  July  26,  1107 
Read  3%  and  passed  July  27, 1218 
I.  Read  1*  July  80, 1237 

\emHt, 
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Canal    Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order 
^t/Z*— cont. 

(Bo.  4) 

e.  Reported  July  23,  786 
As  amended,  Con.  July  31, 1368, 1369 
Bead  8«,  and  passed  Aug  1,  1664 

/.  Read  1*  Aug  2, 1558 


(Ho.  5) 
c.  Reported  July  23,  786 

As  amended.  Con.  July  26,  1107 

Read  3«,  and  passed  July  27,  1218 
h  Read  1*  July  30,  1237 

(Ho.  6) 

0.  Reported  July  23,  786 

(Ho.  7) 

0.  Reported  July  23,  786 

As  amended.  Con.  July  26,  1107 
Read  3%  and  passed  JkZy  27,  1219 

1.  Read  1-  July  30,  1237 

(Ho.  8) 
c.  Reported  July  23,  786 

As  amended.  Con.  July  26, 1107 

Read  .3%  and  passed  July  27, 1219 
L  Read  1*  July  30,  1237 

(Ho.  9) 

<?.  Reported  July  23,  787 

(Ho.  10) 

e.  Reported  July  23,  787 
As  amended,  Con.  July  26, 1107 
Read  3«,  and  passed  July  27,  1219 

/.  Read  1*  July  30,  1237 

(Ho.  11) 
c.  Reported  July  23,  787 
As   amended,  Con.;    Read  3®,  and   passed 
Aug  2,  1664 
/.Readl*  v4«^2, 1558 

(Ho.  12) 

c.  Reported  July  23,  787 
As  amended,  Con.  July  26,  1107 
Read  3*»,  and  passed  July  27,  1219 

/.  Read  1*  July  30,  1238 

Cape  {see  under  Africa) 

Cape  Andrea  Lights 
Q.  Admiral  Field  ;   A.  Mr.  Bryoe  July  30, 
1260 

Carmarthen,   Marquess   of,    Lambeth^ 
Brixton 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R.,  423 
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Carson,  Mr.  E.,  Dublin  University 
Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1624, 

1646,  1649,  1653,  1654,  1655,  1660 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Billt 
2R.,  460,  461,  462.  468,  464,  465,  467,  468> 
480,  669,  725  ;  Com.,  cl.  1,  1035,  1059, 1064, 
1066.  1080,  1082,  1086,  1148,  1165,  1166, 
1174,  1175,  1191 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  46 

Ireland 
Evicted  Farms,  18 
Land-Grabbing    Denunciations — Limerick, 

670 
Quit-Rents,  659 

Cattle  (see  under  Agriculture) 

Cayzsr,  Mr.  C.  W.,  Barrow-in-Furness 

Swaziland,  668 

Cemeteries  (see  under  Burial  Grounds) 

Chamberlain,   Mr.   J.   A.,   Worcester- 
shire^ E, 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Billi 
Com.,  1182,  1184 

Chamberlain,  Right  Hon.  J.,  Birming- 
haniy   W. 

Business  of  the  House,  284 
Ministerial    Statement,    Motion    for    Ad- 
journment of  the  House,  399, 400, 401, 402 
Procedure  —  Evicted    Tenants    (Ireland) 
Arbitration  Bill,  Res ,  1422,  1426,  1429 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R.,  674,  676  ;  Com.,  oL  1,  1037,  1090,  1092, 
1093,  1096,  1098.  1099,  1151,  1152,  1166, 
1167,  1192,  1208,  1211,  1212,  1216,  1217 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill, 
Con.,  1383 

West  Ham  Town  Clerkships,  362 

Chance,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Kilkenny^  S. 

Ireland — Erasmus  Smith's  Endowment,  661 

Channing,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Northampton^  E. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

2R.,  596 
Kettering  Charities,  802 
Lambeth  School  Accommodation,  1001 
Railway  Accidents — Board  of  Trade  Report, 

17 
St.  Augustine's  Boys'  School,  Kilburn,  25 
Vaccination  Prosecutions,  1247 
Westminster  School  Accommodation,  1000 

Chaplin,  Bight  Hon.  H.,  Lincolnshire^ 
Sleaford 
Business  of  the  House,  1271 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill* 
2R.,  628,  630,  631,  633,  634,  685,  636 

Supply 
Canadian  Cattle  Importation,  1357  ' 

Tubarculosis  Commission  Report,  549 
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Charitable  Tnuts  Acts  Amendment  Bil^ 

0,  Read  2«  July  25,  951 
Con.  in  Com.  ;    Reported  ;    Bead    8<>,    and 
passed  Ati^  1, 1554 

CHAEITT  COMMISSIOH 

Parliamentary    Charity    Commissioner — Mr. 

F.  S.  Stevenson 
Kettering  Charities^  Q.   Mr.  Channing;  A. 

Hr.  F.  S.  Stevenson  July  24,  802 
St,  Katherine'g  Hotpitdl,  Regent's  Park,  Q. 

Mr.  Cremer  ;  A.  Mr.  F.  S.  Stevenson  Aug  2. 

1571 

Charity  Commission 
Select  Com.,  Report  July  16, 116 

Chelmsford,  Lord 
Uniforms  Bill,  2R.,  1365,  1366 

Chelsea  Hospital 

(See  under  Army) 

Chesnet,  General  Sir  G.  T.,  Oxford 

Finance  Bill,  3R.,  222 

Chesterfield,  Earl  of 
Chimney  Sweepers  Bill,  2R.,  789 


Children^      Cruelty     to — Sentence    on 
Elizabeth  Saunders 

Q.  Mr.  P.  Williams ;  A.  Sir  J.  Rigby  July  27, 
1142  ;  Q.  Mr.  P.  Williams ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith 
July  31,  1398 

Chimney  Sweepers  Bill 

L  Order  for  2R.  July  17,  158 
Read  2*  July  24,  789 
Com.  J^M/y  27,  1113 
Reported,  &c.,  July  31,  1367 
Amendts.  reported  Aug  2,  1557 

China 

ChinO'Japaneie  Afairn,  Q.  Sir  £.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  26,  1027  ; 
Q.  Sir  E.  Ashmead-Bartlett ;  A.  Mr. 
Buxton  July  27,  1145 
(References  to,  in  Debate  on  Supply^ 
July  30,  1350,  &c.) 
Opium — Exported  from  India,  Q.  Mr.  J.  B. 

Ellis ;  A.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  July  16,  13 
Upper   Burmah  —  Anglo-Chinese    Conven- 
tion, Q.    Mr.    Curzon ;   A.    Sir    E.    Grey 
July  17,  167 


Cholera  Precautions 

Q.    Mr.    Heneage ;    A. 
July  17,  175 


Mr.  Shaw  -  Lefevre 


\Church  in  Wales  (see  Wal: 
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ChTiroli  Patronage  Bill 

c.  Ab  amended,  Con. ;  R.P.  Juiy  18,  330 

City  Rate 

Q.  Mr.  A.  Gibbs;  A.  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre 
Aiig  2,  1570 

Civil  List  Pensions 
ProfeMor   Rhyt-Dxtidt — References    to,  in 
Debate  on  Supply,  July  30,  1291,  &c. 

Civil  Service 

District  and  Parish  (7om«c»Z*— References  to, 
in  Debate  on  Supply,  July  30,  1299,  &c. 

General  Register  Office,  Q.  Sir  R.  Temple  ; 
A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  July  26, 1012 

War  Office — Second  Division  Clerks — Refer- 
ences to,  in  Debate  on  the  Estimates, 
July  18,  289,  &c. 

Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.,  Dublin  Co.^  N. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
Com.,  cL  1,  1068,  1534  ;  cl.  3,  1542,  1643, 
1544 ;  cl,  4,  1652,  1586,  1592 ;  cL  6,  1595, 
1596  ;  New  els.,  1603,  1604 


Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.,  Caithness 
Scotland— Dunnet  School  Board,  ^568 

Clarke,  Sir  E.,  Plymouth 

Building  Societies  (No.  2)   Bill,  Con.,  1648, 

1653 
Merchant  Shipping  Bill,  Re-com.,  1362 

Clayton-Bulwer  Treaty 

Qs.  Colonel   H.  Vincent,   Sir  E.   Harland  ; 
As.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  16, 15 

Closure  of  Debate  {Standing  Order  25) 

Return  ordered /wty  26,  1108 

Olough,  Mr.  W.  O.,  Portsmouth 

Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1608, 
1612 

Coal  Mines  (see  under  Mines) 

Ck)al  Hines  (Check  Weigher)  Bill 

I,  Com. ;  Reported,  and  Re-com.  to    Standing 
Ck>m.  July  16,  3 

Reported  J»2y  17,  157 

Read  3*,  and  passed  July  23,  655 
tf.  Reail*»J»Zy31,1493 

2R.,  Debate  adjourned  Aug  2,  1662 

Cobb,    Mr.    H.     P.,     Warwick,    S.E., 
Rugby 

Agriculture,  Journal  for,  378 


Cohen,  Mr.  B.  L.,  Islington,  E. 

Army  Estimates 
War  Office— Second  Division  Clerks,  289 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,  2R., 
880 

Indian  Four  Per  Cent.  Rupee  Loan  Conver- 
sion, 1584 

London  Streets  and  Buildings  Bill,  Con.,  8 

Coldbath  Fields   Money    Order    Office 
(see  under  Post  Office) 

CoLLiNGS,  Right  Hon.  J.,  Birmingham, 
Bordesley 

Provident  Association  of  London,  367 

Colonial  Probates  Act,  1892 
Copy  pres.  July  24,  896 

COLOSIES 

Secretary  of  State— Marquess  of  RiPON 
Under  Secretary  of  State— Mr.  S.  BUXTOK 

Commercial  Treaties,  Qs.  Sir  A.  RoUit,  Sir  M. 
H.  Beach  ;  As.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  20,  552  ; 
Qs.  Sir  A.  Rollit,  Colonel  H.  Vincent,  Mr, 
G.  Bowles ;  As.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  30, 1238 

Penny  Postage,  Qs.  Captain  Sinclair,  Mr. 
Heaton ;  As.  Mr.  A.  Morley  July  31, 1397 

(^See  also  under  names  of  Colonies) 

Combe,  Mr.  C.  H.,  Surrey,  Chertsey 

Roscommon  County  School  Accommodationt 
557 

Commercial  Treaties 

Qs.  Sir  A.  Rollit^  Sir  M.  H.  Beach  ;  As.  Sir 
E.  Grey  July  20,  552 ;  Qs.  Sir  A.  RolUtT 
Colonel  H.  Vincent,  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  As. 
Sir  E.  Grey  JtUy  30,  1238 

Commissionen  of  Works  Bill 

I,  Royal  Assent  July  20 

Committee  of  Council  on  Education  (see 
Education) 

Conciliation  Bills 
Q.  Sir  A.  Rollit ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  19,  381 

Congo  Treaty  (see  under  Africa) 
Consolidated  Fund  (Ho.  3)  Bill 

e.  Read  1»  July  24,  896 
Read  2»/i*/y  26, 1107 
Con.  in  Com.  July  27,  1220 
Read  3%  and  passed  July  30,  1364 

/.  Read  1* ;  Read  2* ;  Com.  negatived  ;  Read  3* 
and  passed  July  30,  1236 

Royal  Assent  July  31  r  ^r^(^i  i  r^ 
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Contagious    Diseases    (Animals)    Acts 
Amendment  Bill 

e.  Withdrawn  July  18,  330 


Contempt  of  Court  Bill 

0,  Intro.,  Mr.  M'Cartan  ;  Read  1®  July  17,  275 

Convention  of  Boyal  Burghs  (Seotland) 
Act  (1879)  Amendment  Bill 

c.  Intro.,  Mr.  P.  Smith  ;  Read  !•  July  27,  1220 

CoNYBEARE,   Mr.   C.   A.  V.,  ComwaV, 
Camborne 

British  Museum  (Purchase  of   Land)  Bill, 
Com.,  486 

Merchant  Shipping  Bill,  Re-com.,  1361 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Bill,  2R., 

1662,  1663 
Supply— African  Affairs,  1832,  1486 

Cooke,  Mr.  C.  W.  R.,  Hereford 

Ashperton  and  Canon  Ffrome  National 
Schools,    1129 

Copyhold  (Consolidation)  Bill 

Z.  Reported  July  20,  536 
Com.  July  26,  997 
Amendts,  reported  July  27,  1116 
Read  8*,  and  passed  July  80,  1236 

c.  Read  V  Aug  1,  1654 

COREA 

Chi iM-Japaneie  Affair^y  Q.  Sir  £.  Ashmead- 

Bartlett ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  30, 1263  ;  Qs. 

Sir  B.  Ashmead-Bartlett,  Mr.  Webster  ;  As. 

Sir  E.  Grey  Aug  2,  1573 
(References  to,  in  Debate  on  Supply,  July  80, 

1350,  &C.) 

*«  Costa  Rica  Packet " 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  20, 547 

Cotton  Trade  (Forty-Eight  Hours)  Bill 

o.  Withdrawn  July  18,  382 

County  Council 

Building  By&4awii  in  the  Metropolis,  Q.  Mr. 

Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre  July  30,  1256 
HampgtMd  ^  Himse   Construction,    Q.    Mr. 

Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  30,  1254 

County   Councillors    (Qualifioation    of 
Women)  Bill 

c.  Withdrawn  Jf%  19,488 

Courtney,  Right  Hon.  L.  H.,  Cornwall, 
Bodmin 

Business  of  the  House— Procedure  on  the 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  Res.,  1430 

Ericted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill 
Com.,  rL  6,  1695 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  35,  46 


[Cos 


Cowes  Trinity  House  Employes — Solent 
Explosion 


Q.   Sir  G.   Baden-Powell ;    A.   Mr.  Aaquith 
July  30,  1265 

CowpER,  Earl 
Aliens  Bill,  2R.,  144,  146,  156 

Cozens-Hardt,  Mr.  H.  H.,  Norfolk,  N. 

Charitable  Trusts  Acts  Amendment  BilL  2R.* 
951 

Cranborne,  Viscount,  Rochester 
Cleckheaton  Schools,  19, 1137 
Darwen  Trinity  Infants'  School,  1257 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.,  d.  1,  1069,  1188 
Grants    to    Public    Elementary    Schools* 

"  Warned  "  Schools,  1138 
Prize  Courts  Bill,  2R.,  1106 

Ceemer,  Mr.  W.  R.,  Shoreditch,  Hagger- 
ston 

Behring  Sea  Arbitration,  Cost  of,  1572 
Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1618, 

1643,  1644,  1653 
St.  Katherine's  Hospital,  1571 

Crofters*  Holdings  (Seotland)  Bill 

c.  2R.  deferred  July  30, 1361  ;  Aug  1,  1663 

Crofters'  Holdings  (Scotland)  Bill 
Obs.  Dr.  Macgregor  July  30,  1364 

Croskield,  Mr.  W.,  Lincoln 
Building  Societies  (Na  2)  BiU,  Con.,  1641 
London  Parks— Sand  Heaps,  1405 
Salem — Criminal  Appeals,  13 

Cross,  Viscount 
Indian  Cotton  Duties,  512,  513 
Industrial  Schools  Bill,  3R.,  790 

Crown  Lands  Bill 

r,  Intro.,  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert ;  Read  P  July  17, 276 
Reported  from  Select  Com.  Aug  1,  1554 

CuRzoN,    Hon.     G.    N.,     Lancashire^ 
Southport 
Siam — French  Occupation  at  Chantabnn,  166 
Supply— Foreign  Affairs,  1343 

Upper  Burmah — Anglo-Chinese  Conventkui, 
167 

CTJSTOMS,    EXCISE,    AVD    IHLAVD 
BEVEVUB 

Berwickshire  Inland  Berenue  BuHneu,  Q. 
Mr.  Jacks ;  A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  July  8U 
1396  Digitized  by  V^OOgie 
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CUSTOMS,     EXCISE,     AND     INLAND 
REVENUE-^ont, 

Cwtoms  Outport  Clerks,  Q.  Mr.  S.  Wallace  ; 

A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  July  16,  20 
Dog  Lieence  Prosecutions  in  Scotland  (see 

under  title  Scotland) 
Income  Tax  and  the  Assessment  Tithe  Act, 

Q.  Mr.  Farquharson  ;  A.  Sir  W.  Harcourt 

July  17,  177 
Inland  Revenue  Officers,  Complaints  against, 

Q.  Mr.  Tally ;  A.  Sir  W.  Harcourt  July  16, 

31 
Stamp   Dvty,    Compounding  for,    Qs.    Mr. 

T.  M.  Healy ;  As.  Sir  W.  Harcourt  July  19, 

383;  JttZy27,  1143 

Cycles 
Registration  of,  Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  ♦Mr. 

Asquith  July  30, 1263 
Regviations,    Q.    Mr.    G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr. 

Asquith  July  24,  796 

Cyprus 
Administration,  Q.  Admiral  Field ;  A.  Mr. 

Buxton  July  30,  1259 
Cape  Andrea  LigJUs,  Qs.  Admiral  Field,  Mr. 

G.  Bowles  ;  As.  Mr.  Bryce  July  80,  1260 
Dr,   Origshy — References  to,  in  Debate  on 

Supply,  July  31,  1490,  &c. 

Dane,  Mr.  R.  M.,  Fermanagh^  N, 

'  Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1650, 
1659 
Ireland_Beleek  Floods,  1578 


Darling,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Deptford 

Anarchist  Placards,  562 

Business  of  the  House,  287 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.,  cL  1,  1497 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  64,  109,  110 

Darwin,  Major  L.,  Staffhrdshircy  Lick- 
field 

Army  Estimates— War  Office  Salaries,  293, 
297 

Davenport,    Mr.     W,     B.,     Cheshire^ 
Macclesfield 

Liquor  Traffic  (Local  Veto)  Bill,  386 

Denman,  Lord 
Women's  Suffrage  Bill,  2R.,  535 

Derelicts 
Q.  Mr.  Maodona  ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  17, 174 
Committee'^  Report,  Q.  Mr.  Maodona  ;  A.  Mr. 

Bryce  Aug  2,  1568 
Flamhorough  Head,  Q.   Mr.   Maodona;    A. 
Mr.  Bryce  July  23,  668 
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Devonshire,  Dnke  of 
Aliens  Bill«  2B.,  151 
Finance  Bill,  2R.,  956 

Diamond,  Mr.  C,  Monaghan^  N. 
Kensington  Local  Examinations,  550 

Dilke,   Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  W.,  Glou- 
cester ^  Forest  of  Dean 

Anglo-Belgian  Agreement— Correspondence, 
878 

Business  of  the  House,  282,  283,  286 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,  2R.y 
912,  938,  939 

Great  Western  and  Midland  Railway  Com- 
panies Bill,  2R.,  538,  540,  545 

London  Streets  and  Buildings  Bill,  Con.,  12, 
13 

Sierra  Leone,  Defence  of,  1002 

South  African  Convention,  797 

West  Ham  Town  Clerkships,  362 

Dillon,  Mr.  J.,  Mayo^  E. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R.,  740,  744,  746,  748,  762,  753 ;  Com., 
cl.  1,  1043,  1181,  1182,  1184,  1186,  1517, 
1523  ;  cL  3,  1544 

Ireland 
De  Freyne  Estate,  559 
Evictions  in  County  Sligo— Case  of  Mul- 
larkey,  1576 

Diplomatic  Service 
Appointment  of  Sir  M.  Durand — References 
to,  in  Debate  on  Supply,  July  30,  1840,  &c. 

Disraeli,   Mr.    C.    R.,    Cheshire^  Al- 
trincham 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R.,  744 


District  and  Parish  Councils 
Borough    Mayors   and  the  Coumty  Bench, 

Q.  Mr.  Baldwin;    A.    Mr.    Shaw-Lefevre 

July  26,  1003 
CivU  Servants — References  to,  in  Debate  on 

Supply,  July  30, 1298,  &c. 
Bleotions^Local  Government  Board  Rulest 

Q.  Mr.    Jeffreys;    A,    Mr.    Shaw-Lefevre 

July  24,  797 
Rural  Parislies^Meetings,  Q.  Mr.  Heneage  ; 

A.  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre  July  17,  172 

Divisions  of  the  House 
Return  ordered  July  31,  1496 

Dixon,  Mr.  G.,  Birmingham^  Edgbaston 
New  Zealand— Fiscal  Policy,  366 
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DoDD,  Mr.  C.  J.  S.,  Esaexj  Maldan 

County  Magistrates,  178 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

2R.,  450 ;  Com.,  1532,  1548 
Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Bill,  1019 

Dogs  Bill 

c.  Withdrawn  July  18,330 

Dominica 
Sir  B,  Ilamiltim'M  Report,  Q.  Sir  G.  Baden- 
Powell ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton  July  17,  165 ; 
Qs.  Sir  G.  Baden-Powell,  fc?ir  T.  Esmonde, 
Mr.  O'Driscoll;  As.  Mr.  Buxton  Aug  2, 
1575 

DoNELAN,  Captain  A.  J.  C,  Cork^  E. 

Kinsale  Harbour  Beyenues,  163 

Naval  Contracts — Passage   Docks  Company, 
556 


DoRiNGTON,    Sir    J.     E.,     Gloucester^ 
Tewkesbury 

Great  Western  and  Midland  Railway  Com- 
panies Bill,  2R.,  542 


Douglas,  Right  Hon.  A.  Akers,  Keni^ 
St.  Augustine*s 
Equalisation  of  Rates  Bill,  1555 

DuNRAVEN,  Earl  of 
Chimney    Sweepers  Bill,    2R.,   789  ;    Com., 

1113,  1114 
Pmance  Bill,  2R.,  970 

Dynamite  at  Plymouth  (see  Explosives) 

East  India  {see  India) 

EDUCATIOH    SEFAETMEITT  (ENCh 
LANS  AND  WALES) 

Lord  President— Earl  of  Rosebeby 
Vice  President— Mr.  A.  H.  D.  Acland 
And&rby    Cfiurch    School,  Lincolnshire,    Q. 

Mr.  Talbot ;  A.  Mr.  Acland  JvZy  30,  1261 
Ashperton     and     Canon   Ffrome     Katio?uil 

Schooh,    Q.    Mr.     R.     Cooke;     A.     Mr. 

Acland  JifZy  27.  1129 
B a mley-in-the' Willows   National  School,  Q. 

Mr.    Griffith- Boscawen  ;     A.    Mr.   Acland 

July  23,  656 
Clechheaton  Schools,  Qs.  Viscount  Cranbome  ; 

As.    Mr.    Acland  July   16,   19 ;    July   27, 

1137 
Darwen    Trinity  Infants'   School,    Q.    Vis- 
count Cranborne  ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  30, 

1257 
Ih'henham  National  School,  Q.  Mr.  Talbot ; 

A.  Mr.  Acland  July  23,  661 

[eont. 


EDUCATION     DEPARTMENT      iENQ- 

LAND  4-  WALES)-^xit. 

Grants 
Public    Elementary    Schools--'^  Warned'' 

Schools,  Q.  Viscount  Cranbome ;  A.  Mr. 

Acland  July  27,  1138 
Rural  Districts,  Q.  Mr.  Talbot;  A.  Mr. 

Acland  July  23,  660 

Hever  ^Edenhridye)  Scliools,  Q.  Mr^  Griffith- 
Boscawen ;  A.  Mr.  Acland  July  23,  666 

Kensingttm  Local  Examinations,  Q.  Mr- 
Diamond  ;  A.  Mr.  Acland  July  20,  550 

Lambeth  School  Aocoinmodation,  Q.  Mr. 
Channing ;  A.  Mr.  Acland  July  26, 1001 

Lowesto/t—Christ  Church  In/ant  School,  Qs- 
Mr.  H.  Foster,  Mr.  MacNeill;  As.  Mr- 
Acland  July  27, 1131 ;  Q.  Mr.  H.  Foster; 
A.  Mr.  Acland  Aug  2,  1580 

St.  Augustine's  Roys'  School,  Kilbum,  Q.  Mr- 
Channing ;  A.  Mr.  Acland  July  16,  25 

VolwUary  Schools 
Education  Department  Requirements,  S^c, 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Foster  ;  A.  Mr.  Acland  Aug  2, 
1580 
Fee    Grant,    Q.    Mr.    Bucknill;    A.    Mr. 
Acland  Aug  2,  1660 

Wales 
Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  and  Mr.  Acland,  Q. 

Mr.  Humphreys-Owen ;  A.  Mr.  Acland 

Aug  2,  1575 
Grants  to  Public  Elementary  Schools,  Q. 

Viscount  Cranbome ;      A.    Mr.  Acland 

July  27,  1138 
Intermediate  Education  Scheme^  Denbigh* 

shire,    Q.    Mr.    H.    Roberts  ;    A.    Mr. 

Acland  Jt^/y  27,  1136 
Rhuddlan    School,    St.    Asaph,    Q.    Mr. 

Griffith-Boscawen  ;     A.     Mr.     Acland 

July  30,  1252 

"  Warned"  Schools,  Q.  Viscount  Cranbome  ; 

A.  Mr.  Acland  July  27,  1139 
Westminster  School  Accommodatioji,  Q.  Mr. 

Channing  ;  A.  Mr.  Acland  July  26,  1000 

Education  Provisional  Order  Confirma- 
tion (London)  Bill 

c.  As  amended,  Con.  July  30,  1363 
Read  3»,  and  passed  July  31,  1493 

Egypt 
Sanitary  Condition  of,  Q.  Mr.  Seton-Karr ; 
A.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  23,  672 


Electric   Lighting   Provisional  Orders 
Bills 

(Ho.  3) 

/.  Royal  Assent  July  20 

(No.  4) 

/.  Royal  Assent  July  20 

(No.  6) 
Z.  Royal  Assent  July  20  ^-^  j 
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Elementary  Education  Bill 

c.  SB.  farther  adjourned  July  16,  115 

Slementaxy  Education  Proyisional 
Orders  Confirmation  (Barry,  A;c.) 
Bill 

o.  Bead  2«  July  20,  644 
As  amended,  Con.  July  30,  1364 
Bead  3«,  and  passed  July  31,  1493 

Ellis,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Nottingham^  Rush' 
cliffe 

Canadian  Cattle  Inquiry,  366 
Mines— Shot  Firing,  365 
Opium  Exported  to  China,  13 

ELLIS,  Mr.  T.  E.  (Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury),  Merioneth- 
shire 

Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  330 

Business  of  the  House,  1555,  1556 

Equalisation  of  Bates  (London)  Bill 

c.  2B. ;  Debate  adjourned  July  24,  813 
Bead  2«  July  25,  897 

EsMOXDE,  Sir  T.  a.,  Kerry,  W. 

Dominioa-^Sir  B.  Hamilton's  Beport,  1575 

Established  Church  (Wales)  Bill 

c.  Withdrawn  July  18,  331 

Everett,  Mr.  R.  L.,  Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge 

Business  of  the  Hoase,  288 
Farm  Assessments  in  SufEolk,  802 
Finance  Bill,  3B.,  203,  208 

Evicted  Tenants  (Lreland)  Arbitration 
Bill 

c.  2R.;  Debate  adjourneti  July  19,  433  ;  J?<Zy  20, 
563 

Bead  2«  July  23,  673 

Con.  in  Com.,  July  26,  1029 

CI.  1 ;  Amendts. ;  (Mr.  Hanbury's),  1032  ; 
Division ;  Negatived  ;  (Mr.  Brodrick's), 
1060 ;  Divifion  ;  Negatived  ;  (Mr.  Han- 
bury*s),  1062 ;  Negatived ;  (Mr.  W. 
Kenny's),  1065  ;  Withdrawn ;  (Mr.  Bar- 
ton's), 1068;  Negatived;  (Mr.  Han- 
bury's),  1070 ;  DivUiim ;  Negatived  ; 
(Mr.  Barton's),  1085  ;  DivUion, ;  Nega- 
tived ;  (Mr.  Barton's),  1103  ;  B.P. 

Debate  resumed  on  Mr.  Barton's  Amend t. 
Jidy  27,  1146;  Divi8um\  Negatived; 
(Mr.  W.  Kenny's),  1156;  Division; 
Negatived  ;  (Viscount  Wolmer's),  1159  ; 
DMsion  ;  Negatived  ;  (Mr.  Barton's), 
1164  ;  Divisiau  ;  Negatived  ;  (Mr. 
Hanbury's),  1 174  ;  Divmmi ;  Negatived ; 

[cont. 
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(Mr.  Barton's),  1181;  Division;  Nega- 
tived; (Mr.  Hanbury's),  1199  ;  Amendt. 
to  the  proposed  Amendt. ;  (Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain),  1212  ;  Agreed  to;  Amendt. 
to  the  proposed  Amendt. ;  (Mr.  Barton), 
1215 ;  Agreed  to ;  Division  on  Mr.  Han- 
bury's Amendt ;  Negatived  ;  B.P. 

Debate  resumed  Aug  1,  1497  ;  Amendts. ; 
(Mr.  J.  Morley's),  1498;  Agreed  to; 
(Mr.  Sexton's),  1506 ;  Division  ;  Nega- 
tived ;  (Mr.  J.  Morley's),  1533;  Agreed 
to;  (Sir  B.  T.  Beid's),  1535;  Agreed 
to ;  Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to 

CL  2;  Amendts.;   (Mr.   Sexton's),  1536; 

Withdrawn  ;      (Dr.      Kenny's),  1541 ; 

Agreed  to ;  (Mr.  J.  Morley's),  1541 ; 
Agreed  to 

CI.  3 ;  Amendts. ;  (Sir  B.  T.  Beid's), 
1641 ;  Agreed  to ;  (Mr.  J.  Morley's), 
1542 ;  Amendt.  to  the  proposed  Amendt. ; 
(Mr.  Clancy),  1542;  Division;  1545; 
Mr.  J.  Morley's  Amendt.  agreed  to ; 
(Mr.  Hayden's),  1546;  Withdrawn; 
(Mr.  Sexton's),  1550  ;  Withdrawn  ; 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to 

a.  4  ;  Amendts. ;  (Sir  B.  T.  Beid's),  1552  ; 
Agreed  to  ;  (Mr.  Clancy's),  1552  ;  B.P. 

Debate  resumed  Aug  2,  1586  ;  Mr. 
Clancy's  Amendt.  withdrawn ;  Amendts. ; 
(Mr.  J.  Morley's),  1586 ;  Agreed  to ; 
(Mr.  Clancy's),  1587  ;  Withdrawn ; 
(Mr.  Clancy's),  1592;  Division;  Nega- 
tived ;  Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to 

CI.  5  ;  Amendts. ;  (Mr.  J.  Morley's),  1594  ; 
Agreed  to ;  Clause,  as  amended,  agreed 
to 

CI.  6  ;  Amendts. ;  (Mr.  J.  Morley's),  1594  ; 
Agreed  to ;  (Dr.  Kenny's),  1595  ;  With- 
drawn ;  Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to 

d.  7 ;  Amendts. ;  (Mr.  J.  Morley's),  1597  ; 
Withdrawn  ;  Clause  agreed  to 

CI.  8  ;  Amendts. ;  (Sir  A.  Hayter's),  1600 ; 
Title  amended ;  Clause,  as  amended, 
agr«3d  to 

New  Clauses;  (Sir  B.  T.  Beid's),  1600; 
Amendt. ;  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy's),  1601 ; 
Withdrawn;  Clause  agreed  to;  (Mr. 
Clancy's),  1603  ;  Withdrawn  ;  Amendt. ; 
(Mr.  J.  Morley's),  1605;  Agreed  to; 
Bill  reported 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill 

Qs.  Sir  D.  Macfarlane,  Mr.  J.  Bedmond  ;  As. 
Sir  W.  Harcourt  July  27,  1144 

Evicted  Tenancies,  Q.  Mr.  Fisher  ;  A.  Mr. 
J.  Morley  July  31,  1403 

Procedure.  Bes.  and  Debate  (Sir  W.  Har- 
court) July  31,  1409 

Evicted   Tenants  {Ireland)  Arbitration 
[^Guarantee  and  Expenses'] 
Com.  ;  B.P.  July  26,  1105 
Con.  in  Com.  July  27,  1220  ;  July  31,  1494 
Bes.  reported  Aug  1,  1497 
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ExploHves 

shipping  of  at  Ply  mouthy  Q.  Mr.  Bartley » 
L  Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttleworth  Jtdy  20,  647 

Solmit  Explonon^  Q.  Sir  G.  Baden-Powell ; 
A.  Mr.  Asquith  J^y  30, 1266 

Faeiaries   (see   under   Labour    Depart' 
ment) 

Factories  and  Workshops  Bill 

o.  Withdrawn  July  18, 881 

Farm    Assessments     in     Suffolk    (see 
under  Local  Government  Board) 

Farquharson,  Mr.  H.  R.,  Dorset^  W. 

Pictorial  AdvertiBements,  Importation  of,  648 

Farrer,  Lord 
Finance  Bill,  2R.,  967 

Fatal    Aocidents    Inquiry    (Scotland} 
Bill 

e.  Withdrawn  July  18,  381 


Fbrousson,  Right    Hon.  Sir  J.,  Man- 
chester^ N.E. 

Army   Estimates — Duke  of  Cambridge,  305, 

806 
Indian  Troopships,  1572 

Tramways  Onlers  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill, 
Con.,  1383 

Feus  and  Building  Leases  {Scotland) 
Select  Com.  Report  July  26,  1108 

Feversiiam,  Earl  of 
Finance  BUI,  2R.,  953 


Ffrench,  Mr.  P.,  Wexford,  S. 
New  Ross  Postal  Arrangements,  1013 
Wexford  Grand  Jury,  1564 

Field,    Admiral     E.,     Sussex,     East- 
bourne 
Cape  Andrea  Lights,  1261 
Cyprus  Administration,  1259 

Supply 

British  East  Africa  Company,  1317,  1818 
Dockyard    Employes    and     District     and 

Parish  Councils,  1304 
Subsidised  Foreign  Steamere,  1484 


Field,  Mr.  W.,  Dublin,  St.  Patrick's 

Building  Societies  (No.  2)  BiU,  Con.,  164S, 

1663, 1654,  1660 
BosiDeaB  oi  the  House,  284 
Great  Western  Railway  (No.  1)  Bill,  Loidi 

Amendts.  to  Commons  Amendts.,  791 

Ireland 
Bray  Harbour,  799 
Cattle  Transit   and    Railway  Compaiuei, 

797 
Cholera  Precautions,  368 
Dublin  Sorting  Office,  1397 
Irish  Lang^nage  in  Schools,  368 
Land  Agents  as  Magistrates,  1390, 1562 
LighU  Board  Contracts,  370,  1403,  1563 
R^try  of  Deeds  Office,  369 

Mersey  Docks 
Cattle  Disease,  798 
Lairages,  372, 1011 

Public  Libraries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment 

Bill,  Re-com.,  784 
Spirits,  Imported,  793 

Fiji 

Taxation,  Q.  Mr.    Hogan;   A.   Mr.  Biaton 
July  24,  794 

Finance  Bill 

c.  As  amended.  Considered 

{Sixth  Xighty-July  16,  31  ;  Amendts. ;  (Sir 
J.  Lubbock's),    32  ;    Withdrawn ;   (Mr. 
Bartley's),  36  ;  Negative»i ;  (Sir  W.  Har- 
court's),  37 ;  Amendts.  to  the  proposed 
Ameudt.  (Mr.  G.  Bowles's),  38  ;  N«^ 
tived  ;  (Sir  J.  Lubbock's),  41  ;  Negatived; 
(Sir    W.    Harcourt's),  43 ;    Agreeil  to ; 
(Sir    J.    Lubbock's),    43;    Agreed   to; 
(Mr.  Freeman-Mitford's),  44  ;  Nfgutived; 
A  mend  t.  to  the  proix)se<l  Amend t.  to  the 
proposed  Amend t.  (Mr.  C'<:)urtney's).  46 ; 
Words,  as  amended,  inserted  :  Amendts. 
cont.\  (Sir  W.  Harcourt's,  46  ;  Agreed  to; 
(Mr.Thornton's),48;  DivUion;  Negatived: 
(Mr.  G.  Bowles's),  50  ;  Negativeil :  (Mr. 
Butcher's),   54  ;    Negative<i  ;  (Sir  M.  H. 
Beach's),  57  :  Agreed  to  ;  (Mr.  Butcher's), 
57  :  nirU'um  ;  Negatived ;    (Mr.    B.    T. 
Reid's),    66,    67;      Agreed      to:    (Mr. 
Bartley's),    69  ;    DirUion  ;    Negatived  ; 
(Mr.  R.  T.  Reid's),  78  :  Agree^l  to ;  (Sir 
M.  H.  Beach's,  79  ;  Withdrawn  :  (Mr.  R. 
T.  Reid's),  82,  83  ;  Agreel  to  :   (Mr.  G. 
Bowles's),  86  ;    Negatived ;    (Mr.  R.  T. 
Reid's),  87  ;  Agreed  to  :  (Mr.  Urodrick's). 
88 ;  Negatived  ;    (Mr.    Bousfield's),    % ; 
Negatived;     (Mr.    R.    T.     Reid's),    96; 
Agreeti  to  ;  (Mr.  Byrne's).  97  ;  DlrU'wh ; 
Negatived  ;  (Mr.  Bousfield's),  9vS  ;  Nega- 
tived ;    (Mr.    R.   T.  Reid's),    101,   102; 
Agreed   to;   (Mr.   Bvrnc's),   li)2;  Nega- 
tived; (Mr.  J.   B.  Balfour's),  103,  104; 
Agreed    to;    (Mr.    G.    Murrav's).    104; 
Agreed    to ;  (Mr.    R.    T.     Reid's),  ia=> : 
Agreed  to:  (Mr.  Bigwoo^l's),  10«  ;  With- 
drawn ;  (Mr.  Round's),  107  ;  \Vith<lravvn  ; 
(Mr.   Darling's),   109  ;   Agree<l  to ;    (Sir 
W.  Harcourt's),   113;    Agreed  to;   (Mr. 
Bartley's),  114  ;  Agreed  to  ;  (Mr.  R.  T. 
Reid's),  114  ;  Agreed  to 
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Finnnee  BUl-^cont, 
Third  Beading 
July  17,  180 ;  Divitian ;  Ayes  283 ;  Noes 
263 ;  Bill  read  8°  and  passed,  273 

I.  Read  !•  Jidy  19,  353 
Bead  2*  July  26,  953 
Com. ;  Reported ;  Standing  Com.  negatived 

July  27,  1109 
Bead  3%  and  passed  c/ttZy  30,  1222 
Boyal  Assent  July  31 


Finance  Bill 

Irith  Probate  Registry  Officials^  Q.  Mr. 
Thomas  Healy;  A.  Sir  W.  Harooort 
July  24,  806 


Fisher,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Fulham 

Ck>oper8*  Wages  at  Deptford,  1266 

Evicted  Tenancies  in  Ireland,  1403 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

2B.,  733,  736,  737,  739;  Com.,  cL  1,  1057, 

1077,  1186,  1190 

FitzGbbald,  Mr.  R.  U.  P.,  Cambridge 
Merchant  Shipping  Bill,  Be-com.,  1361, 1362 

Flamborough  Head — Derelicts 

Q.  Mr.  Macdona  ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  23,  668 

Fl^YNN,  Mr.  J.  C,  Cork^  N. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
Ck>m.,  cL  1,  1154,  1200 ;  cU  4,  1563 

Irish  Lights  Board  Contracts,  1584 

Kinsale  Harbour  Bevenue,  164 

Lead-Poisoning— Death  at  Greenwich  Work- 
house, 1022 

Food  Products  Adulteration 

Select  Com.  Beport  AtLg  1, 1555 


FOBEIOS  AFFAIRS 

Secretary  of  State— Earl  of  Kihbebley 
Under  Secretary  of  State— Sir  B.  Gbby 
(See  under  names  of  Foreign  Countries) 

Forei^  and  Colonial  MeatCVo.  2)  Bill 

e.  Withdrawn  July  31,  1494 

Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act 
Copy  pres.  July  24,  896 

Forestry  Education 
Q.  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis;    A.     Mr.   Gardner 
July  20,  561 
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Foster,  Mr.  H-  S.,  Suffolk,  Lowestoft 

Billingsgate  Tolls,  1133 

Christ    Church   Infant   School,   Lowestoft, 

1181,  1580 
Finance  BiU,  3B.,  245 
National  Telephone  Company,  1134, 1395 
Supply — Voluntary  Schools,  1489 
Voluntary   Schools — Education  Department 

Bequirements,  &c.,  1580 

FOSTER,  Sir  B.  W.  (Secretary,  Local 
Government  Board),  Derby,  Hkes' 
ton 

Equalisation  of  Bates  (London)  Bill,  2B., 
860 


FOWLER,  Right  Hon.  H.  H.  (Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India),  fFolver^ 
hampton,  E. 

Behar  Cadastral  Survey,  812 

Bengal  Legislatiye  Council,  1561 

Cotton]Goods — Import  Duties,  1141 

Finance  Bill,  3R.,  215,  219,  221,  222 

Forest  Service  Department,  1400 

Four  Per  Cent.  Bupee  Loan  Conversion,  1584 

Home  Pensions,  Increase  in,  546 

Kine,  Slaughter  of,  1026 

Military  and  Orphan  Funds,  1399 

Military  Expenditure,  1021 

Mitchell,  Mr.,  Appointment  of,  549 

Opium 
Exports  to  China,  13 
Beports,  1130 

Public  Service  Commission,  1026 

Salem — Criminal  Appeals,  14 

StaflE  Corps,  357 

Station  Hospitals — Savings,  1569 

Troopships,  1572 

Waziri  Expedition  Medal,  671 

France 
Congo    Free    State   (see    under    Afbioa-** 
AnglO'Belgian  Agreement) 

Franco- Siamese  Question 
Q.  and  Obs.  Lord  Lamington,  Earl  of  Kim- 

berley  July  19,  333 
OcoupatUm  at  Chantabun,  Qs.  Mr.  Curzon, 

Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  As.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  17, 

166 
(Bef  erences  to,  in  Debate  on  Supply ,  July  30, 

1348,  &c.) 


Freem  AN-MiTFORD,  Mr.  A.  B.,  Warwick, 
Stratford 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  43,  46 

Frye,  Mr.  F,  C,  Kensington,  N,      j 
Bichmond  Park,  Brakes  m^  Si^kjOOglC 
4  D 
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GARDNER,  Right  Hon.  H.  (President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture),  Essex^ 
Saffron  Walden 

Canadian  Cattle  Importation,  366 
Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Con.,  330 
Forestry  Education,  562 
Journal  for  Agriculture,  378 

Mersey  Docks 
Cattle  Diseases,  798 
Lairages,  372,  1011 

Supply — Merctiandise  Marks  Act,  1490 

Ckis  Orders  Confirmatioii  Glo.  D  Bill 

I,  lioyal  Assent  Jvly  20 

Oas  Orders  Confirmation  (Ko.  2)  Bill 

I,  Royal  Assent  July  20 

General  Register  Office 

Q.   Sir  R.  Temple;  A.    Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert 
July  26,  1012 

Germany 
Commercial  Treat  ie$^   Qs.  Sir  A.  Rollit,  Sir 

M.  Hicks-Beach  ;  As.  Sir  £.  Grey  Jidy  20, 

652  ;  Qs.  Sir  A.  Rollit,  Colonel  H.  Vincent, 

Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  As.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  30, 

1238 
Prison- Made  Goods — Importation  into  Bng" 

land,  Q.  Colonel  H.  Vincent;   A.  Sir  E. 

Grey  July  20,  545 ;  Q.  Colonel  H.  Vincent ; 

A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  80,  1240 


GiBBs,  Mr.  A.  G.  H.,  London 

City  Rate,  1570 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,  2R., 
825 

GLADSTONE,  Right  Hon.  H.  J.  (First 
Commissioner  of  Works),  Leeds ^  W. 

"Building  Societies  (.No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1607, 
1612,  1614,  1615,  1616,  1620,  1621,  1627, 
1630,  1638,  1642,  1646,  1651,  1653,  1654, 
1659 

Houses  of  Parliament,  Ventilation  of,  1269 

Hyde  Park,  1127 

Parks^Sands  Heaps  for  Children,  1406 

Richmond  Park,  Brakes  in,  554 

St.  James's  Park,  360 

GoLDSMiD,  Sir  J.,  St,  PancraSf  S. 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,  2R., 
878  ;  Motion  for  Select  Com.,  942 

Evicted  Tenants  Ireland  Bill  {Rulings  as 
Deputy  Chairman),  1083,  1084,  1088,  1089, 
1091,  1092,  1093,  1094,  1095,  1096,  1097, 
1098 

Supply— Rating  of  Government  Property, 
1277 


GoLDswoBTHY,   Major-General  W.  T., 
Hammersmith 

Equalisation  of   Rates  (London)  Bill,  2R., 

884 
Supply — ^British     East     Africa     Company* 

1336 


GoscHEN,  Right  Hon.G.  J.,  St.  George* Sy 
Hanover  Square 

Business  of  the  House — Procedure  on  the 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  Res.,  1436 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,  2B., 
925,  935,  937,  939 ;  Motion  for  Select  Com., 
946 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  35,  42,  63,  71 

Indian  Finance,  Debate  on,  1585 

Merchant  Shipping  Bill,  Re-com.,  950 

Prize  Courts  Bill,  2R.,  950 

GouRLEY,  Mr.  E.  T.,  Sunderland 
Australian  Station— Naval  Service,  1268 
Rabat,  British  Representation  at,  1246 
Torpedo  Catcher  Flues,  1244 

Government  Contracts 

Metropolitan  Police  Boots  Contraets,  Qs. 
Captain  Norton ;  As.  Mr.  Asquith  July  16. 
28  ;  July  19,  377 

Government  Newspaper  Publications 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;    A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert 
July  24,  795  ;  Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;   A.  Sir  J. 
Rigby  July  24,  805 

Government  Property^  Rating  of 
Q.    Mr.  Hanbury;    A.    Sir   J.    T.  Hibbert 

July  31,  1406 
References  to,  in  Debate  on  Supply,  July  30» 

1276,  &c. 

Great  Western  and  Kidland  Railway 
Companies  Bill 

o.  Read  2«  July  20,  540 

Great  Western  Railway  (So.  1)  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.  to  Commons  Amendts.,  con., 
July  24,  791 

Crreenwich  Hospital  (see  under  Navy) 

Crreentoieh  Workhouse  (see  under  Local 
Government  Board) 

GREY,    Sir  E.   (Under    Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign   Affairs),  North- 
umfterlandj  Berwick 
Africa 
Anglo-Belgian  Agreement,  28,  30, 170,  174, 

378, 1266 
Eassala— Occupation  of  by  Italians,  666 

^eawt. 
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Obst,  Sir  B.— <f<m*. 

Annenian  Prisoners,  1407 
Balfoar,  Jabez— Extradition  of,  663, 1686 
Behring  Sea  Arbitration,  Cost  of,  1672 
Bnudlian    Civil    War  ^  Death    of    British 

Officers,  1271 
Chino-Japanese  Affairs,  1027 
Commercial  Treaties,  662, 1238 
Corea — ^Ghino-Japaaese  AfEairs,  1263, 1676 
''Costa  Bica  Packet,"  648 
^iryp^  Sanitary  Condition  of,  672 
Franco-Siamese  Question,  166,  662 
German    Prison-Made   Goods  —  Importation 

into  England,  646 
Nicaragua  Canal,  16 
Babat,  British  Representation  at,  1246 
Bamoans,  Exiled,  1386 

Bupply 

Anglo-Belgian  Agreement,  ace.,  1314, 1320, 

1321,  1322 
East  Africa,  1831, 1332, 1339 
JVreign  Office,  1362, 1303,  1366 

Upper  Burmah^-Anglo-Chinese  Convention, 
167 

Grove,  Mr.  T-  N.  A,,  WeH  Ham,  N. 
Finance  Bill,<Con.,  Ill 
fioars  of  Labour — Great  Eastern  Railway, 
170 


Habitual  Inebriates 

Q.  Mr.  Pickersgill  ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  16, 
26;  Q.  Mr.  Wharton;  A.  Mr.  Asquith 
July  17,  162 


Haldanb,  Mr.  R.  B.,  Haddington 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2B.,  482,  484,  664,  669,  674  ;  Com.,  cl.  1, 
1079, 1168, 1170 

Halsbuey,  Lord 

Aliens  Bill,  2R.,  165, 166 

Betterment — Town  Improvements,  Select 
Com.  Report,  336,  346,  348 

Evidence  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill,  2R.,  646 

Finance  Bill,  2R.,  993 

Parochial  Electors  (Registration  Accelera- 
tion) Bill,  2R.,  336 

Halset,  Mr.  T.  F.,  Herts,  Watford 

Ooldbath  Fields  Money  Order  Office,  1120 

Hamhoxd,  Mr.  J.,  Carlow 

Carlow  Lunatic  Asylum,  365 

Hamp  stead — House  i  Construction 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  30, 1254 
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Hajtbubt,  Mr.  B.  W.,  Preston 

Army  Estimates 
Colonel  M'Clintock,  308,  311,  812,  814,  316 
Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Veterans,  320 

324 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  307 
War  Office  Clerks,  &c.,  298,  303 

Evicted  Tenants  (Iitiland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
Com.,  ol.  1,  1029,  1030,  1060,   1061,  1062, 
1069,  1070,  1076,  1172,  1197,  1199,  1498  ; 
el,  4, 1691 
Government  Property,  Rating  of,  1406 
India— Station  Hospitals— Savings,  1669 
National  Telephone  Company,  1136 

Supply 
Civil    Servants  and  District  and    Parish 

Councils,  1298,  1300, 1303 
House  of  Loids  Officials*  Salaries,  1289 
Professor  Rhys-Davids,  1297 
Rating  of  Government  Property,  1279, 1282, 
1287 
Waltham  Abbey  Explosions,  Report,  1668 

HARCOURT,  Right  Hon.  Sir  W.  G. 
V.  (Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer), 
Derbi^ 

Anarchist  Placards,  663 

Balfour,  Jabez— Extradition  of,  179 

Compounding  for  Stamp  Duty,  383 

County  Magistrates,  178 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,  2R.,  942 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

1146;  Com.,  1093 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  32,  33,  34,  36,  37,  38,  40t 

41,  42,  44,  46,  48,  63,  61,  63,  76.  94,  100, 

106,  108,  109 ;  3R.,  187,  269 
House  of  Lords — Rejection  of  Bills,  662 
Incidence  of  Taxation,  806 
Income  Tax  Assessment,  178 
Indian  Finance,  Debate  on,  1020, 1586 
Inland  Revenue  Officers,  31 

Ireland 
Occupying  Tenants  and  Death  Duties,  31 
Probate  Registry  Officials,  806 
Liquor  Traffic  (TiOcal  Veto)  Bill,  386 
Local  Government  CScotland)  Bill,  1144 
Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,*806 
Parliament^- Business  of  the  House,   1146, 
1271, 1666 
Procedure  on  the  Evicted  Tenants  (Ire- 
land) Arbitration  Bill,  Res.,  1409, 1416, 
1434,  1436 
Public    Business  (Ministerial  Statement), 
Motion  for  Adjournment  of  the  House, 
393,  394,  396,  398,  400,  402,  410,  418 
Statement,  280,  282,  283,  284,  286,  286, 

287,288,289 
Suspension  of  the  Twelve  o' Clock  Rule,  663 

Parliamentary  Elections  Expenses,  277 
Poet  Laureateship,  179 
Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Bill,  1585 
Scotland— Law  Officers'  Salaries,  383 
Stamp  Duty,  Compounding  for,  1143 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  11  Bill, 
Con.,  1380         Digitized  by  V^OOQ  IC 
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Habdie,  Mr.  J.  Kbib-,  fFesi  Ham^  S. 

Social  Democrats  and  the  Police^  374 
Woolwich  Arknal — Labourers'  WageSi  876 

Harland,  Sir  E.  J.,  BelfaHy  N, 
Nicaragua  Canal,  16 

Habrinoton,  Mr.  T.,  Duhlinj  Harbour 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2B.,  467,  679»  680 

Ireland 
De  Freyne  Estate,  660 
Lights  Board,  370 
Lunatics— Inspectors'  Report,  378 

Lunacy  Commissioners'  Report,  877 
Scotch  Lunacy  Board  Report,  377 

Hatden,  Mr.  L.  P.,  Roscommon^  S* 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
Com.,  el.  3,  1645,  1647 

Ireland 
De  Freyne  Estate,  661, 1666 
Labourers'  Cottages,  1024 
Teachers'  Pensions,  1024 

Hatter,  Sir  A.  D.,  Walsall 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
Com.,  cL  8, 1600 

HsALT,  Mr.  Thomas  J.,  Wexfwrdy  N, 
Ireland 
Probate  Registrv  Officials  and  the  Finance 

Bill,  806 
Wezfoxd,  State  of,  1013 

Healy,  Mr.  T.  M.,  Louth,  N. 

Army  Estimates—Text  Books,  298 

British  Museum    (Purchase  of  Land)  Bill, 

Com.,  486,  487 
Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1666 
Business  of  the  House— Procedure  on   the 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
Res.,  1426 
Compounding  for«Stamp  Duty,  883, 1143 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R.,  691,  696,  698,  699,  722,  723,  766,  766, 
767,  774 ;   Com.,  eh  1,  1030,   1031,  1034, 
1036,  1044,  1061,  1083,  1086,  1089,  1091, 
1093,  1102,  1103,  1160,  1171,  1177,  1179, 
1212,  1634  ;  el.  2, 1641 ;  el.  3,  1642,  1643, 
1644  ;  el.  4,  1662,  1686,  1687,  1688, 1691 ; 
el.  6,   1696,  1696 ;  eU  8,  1600 ;  New  eU., 
1601, 1602, 1604 
Industrial  Schools  Bill,  Com.,  1492 

Ireland 
Carlow  Lunatic  Asylum,  366 
Downpatrick  Water  Supply,  668 
Dublin  and  Cork  Travelling  Post  Office 

Sorting  Clerks,  664 
Dublin  Botanic  Gardens,  668 
Educational  Endowments,  1247 
Evicted  Farms  on  the  Hassereene  Estate, 

1681 


HSALY,  Mr.  T.  Id.-^ofU. 
Ireland — eont. 
Lelghlinbridge   Female   National  School, 

1266 ;  Res.,  1272 
Limerick  Water  Bailiff,  667 
Meath  (South)  Voting  List,  1244 
Model  Farms,  1249 
Phcenix  Park  Regulations,  809 
Police — Lunacy,  667 
Quit-Rents,  669 
Richmond  Prison,  810, 1008 
Warrants  and  Summonses,  Issue  of,  1241 
Wexford,  State  of,  1012 

Merchant  Shipping  Bill,  Be-com.,  1363 

Heaton,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Canterbury 

Behar  Cadastral  Survey,  812 
Letter  Boxes  on  Trains,  1127 
National  Telephone  Company,  1136 
New  South  Wales— Dibbs  Ministry,  1406 
Penny  Postage  and  the  Colonies,  1398 
Straits  Settlements—Military  Contribution, 
1016, 1117 

Heneaoe,      Right     Hon.     E.,    Great 
Grimsby 

Cholera  Precautions,  176 

District  and  Parish  Councils — Rural  Districts 

Meetings,  172 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  64,  72 

Herbert,  Hod.  S.,  Croydon 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill, 

Con.,  1380,  1381 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill, 

Con.,  1383 


Heritable  Seonritiefl  (Sooiland)  BiU 

e.  Con.  in  Com.  (Re-com.)  July  16, 116 
Con.  in  Com.,  R.P.  July  23,  788 ;  July  26, 
1106 


HERSCHELL,  Lord  (Lord  Chancellor) 
Aliens  Bill,  2R.,  147 
Betterment  —  Town    Improvements,   Select 

Com.  Report,  339 
Evidence  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill,  2R.,  646, 646 
Finance  Bill,  2R.,  984 ;    Com.,  1109 ;    3R., 

1229,  1282 
Indian  Cotton  Duties,  632 
Industrial  Schools  Bill,  3R.,  790 
Land  Transfer  Bill,  166 
Licensing  Bill,  Pres.,  1112 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Bill,  2B., 

646 


Her  Majesty's  Theatre,  Pall  Mall 
Q.  Mr.  Knox ;  A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  Aua  2, 
«•'<*  Digitized  by  ^OOgie 
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HIBBERT,  Right  Hok,  Sir  J.  T. 
(Secretary  to  the  Treasury), 
Oldham 

Acts  of  Parliament,  Dilatory  Publication  of, 
360 

Anglo-Belgian   Agreement— Correspondence, 
171 

Berwickshire  Inland  Revenue  Business,  1396 
British  Museum  (Parchase  of  Laud)  Bill,  2R., 

273  ;  CJom.,  486,  487 
Customs  Outport  Clerks,  20 
General  Register  Office,  1012 
Government  Newspaper  Publications,  795 
Government  Property,  Rating  of,  1406 
Her  Majesty's  Theatre,  PaU  Mall,  1679 

Ireland 

Beleek  Floods,  1578 

Board  of  Works  Contracts— Cement,  1140 

Drainage  Loans,  1564 

Kinsale  Harbour  Revenue,  164 

linn  and  Black  River  Drainage,  364 

Lough  Key  Floods,  1005 

National  Gallery,  1577 

Phoenix  Park  Regulations,  809 

Quit-Rents,  659 

Registry  of  Deeds  Office,  369 
National  Gallery— Purchase  of  Pictures,  1140 
Royal  Liver  Friendly  Society,  1119 
Scotland— Dog  Licence  Prosecutions,  23 

Supply 
Ci7il    Servants    and  District   and  Parish 

Councils,  1299,  1300,  1301,  1303 
House  of  Lords  Officials'  Salaries,  1290 
Professor  Rhys- Davids'  Pension,  1295 
Rating  of  Government  Property,  1279, 1280, 

1281,  1282,  1283,  1287 
Wicklow  Harbour,  1288 


Hickman,  Sir  A.,  Wolverhampton^  W. 
Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order 
(No.  4)  Bill,  Con.,  1370 


HoGAN,  Mr.  J.  F.,  Tipperary^  Mid. 

Australian  Mails  and  United  States  Riots,  364 

"  Costa  Rica  Packet,"  547 

Fiji,  Taxation  in,  794 

New  Zealand  Fiscal  Policy,  367 

Ottawa  Con^rence  Report,  794 

Pacific  Cable  Route,  363 

Rural  Postmen,  1387 

Samoans,  Exiled,  1386 


Holland,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Salford,  N. 

Finance  Bill,  3R.,  236 

HOHE  DEPABTMEHT 

Secretary  of  State— Mr.  ASQUITH 

Under  Secretary   of    State— Mr.  G.  W.  E. 
Russell 


HopwooD,  Mr.  C.  H..  Lancashir^f  SklP*f 
Middieton 

Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  €<m«>  1611, 
1612,  1614, 1616, 1621,  1629, 1657    . 

Non-Payment  of  Rates,  Imprisonment  for, 
664 

HouLDSWORTH,  Sir  W.  H.,  Manohesterj 
N.W. 

India 
Cotton  Duties,  1141 
Finance,  Discussion  on,  1020 

House  oj  Lords  (see  under  Parliament) 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Bor- 
rowing Powers)  Bill 

c,  Intro.,  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre  ;  Read  1°  July  26, 
1027 

Howard,  Mr.   J.,   Middlesex,   Totten^ 
ham 

Lead-Poisoning— Death  at  Greenwich  Work 
house,  1022 

Howell,  Mr.  G.,  Bethnal  Green,  N,E^ 
Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1627, 

1637,  1641 
Business  of  the  House,  282 
London  Streets  and  Buildings  Bill,  Con.,  8 
Supply — Professor  Rhys- Davids,  1294 

HoziER,  Mr.  J.  H.  C,  Lanarkshire,  S, 

Local  GoTernment  (Scotland)  Bill,  1144, 
1565 


Huddersfield  {Polling  Districts') 
Copy  pres.  July  19,  488 

Hughes,  Colonel  E.,  Woolwich 
Army  Estimates— Waltham  Abbey  Powder 

Factory  Explosion — Pensions,  329 
Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1606, 

1611,  1616,  1618,  1620,   1623,  1625,  1627, 

1629,  1640,  1643,  1644,  1646,  1651,   1652, 

1653,  1654,  1656 

HuMPHEEYS-OwEN,  Mr.  A.  C,  Mont* 
gomery  Co. 

Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  and  Mr.  Acland,  1575 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  34 
Incidence  of  Taxation,  806 

Hunter,  Mr.  W.  A.,  Aberdeen,  N. 
Police  Pensions  in»Scotland,  1007 
Tuberculosis  Commission  1 
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Hutchinson,  Captain  W.   G.  Gbicb-, 
Aston  Manor 
Malta  Harbour— Valetta  Sewage,  168 
Police  Protection  Duty,  168 

Hyde  Park 
Q.  llr.  8pioer ;  A.  Mr.  H.  Gladstone  July  27, 

1127 
Religious  Intolerance^  Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston  ; 

A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  30,  1267 

Income   Tax  (see  under  title   CustomSj 
Excise,  and  Inland  Revenue) 

INDIA 

Secretary  of  State— Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbb 
Under  Secretary  of  State— Lord  Reay 
Arm  II 
Expenditure,  Q.   Sir    D.  Macfarlane ;    A. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  July  26,  1020 
Home    Pensions,  Increase    in,  Q.  Sir  D. 
Macfarlane  ;    A.    Mr.    H.    H.    Fowler 
July  20,  546 
Military  and   Orpha/n  Funds,   Q.  Sir  G. 
Baden-Powell;    A.   Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler 
July  31,  1399 
Staf  Corps,  Q.  Sir  S.  King ;  A.  Mr.  H.  H. 

Fowler  July  19,  357 
Station     Hospitals  —  Savings,     Q.     Mr. 
Hanbury  ;  A.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  Aug  2, 
1569 
Troopships,  Qs.   Sir   W.  Wedderbum,  Sir 
J.  Fergusson  ;  As.  Mr.  H.    H.  Fowler 
Aug  2,  1572 
Wazlri     Expedition    Medal,    Q.    Sir    A, 
Acland-Hood ;     A.  Mr.    H.  H.    Fowler 
July  23,  671 
Behar  Cadastral  Survey,  Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton  ; 

A.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  Jtdy  24,  812 
Bengal    Legislative     Council,     Q.    Sir   W. 
Wedderbum  ;  A.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  Aug  2, 
1560 
Bur m ah,  Upper— AnglO'Chin>ese  Convention, 
Q.  Mr.  Curzon  ;  A.  Sir  B.  Grey  July  17, 
167 
Cotton   Duties,    Q.  and    Obs.   Marquess    of 
Lansdowne,    Lord    Reay,    Lord    Roberts 
of    Kandahar,    Viscount    Cross,    Earl    of 
Kimberley,    Earl    of    Northbrook,    Lord 
Herschell  July  20,  490  ;  Q.  Sir  W.  Houlds- 
worth  ;    A.  Mr.  H.   H.  Fowler   July  27, 
1141 
Finance,  Discussion  on,  Q.  Sir  W.  Houlds- 
worth  ;  A.  Sir  W.  Harcourt  July  26, 1020 ; 
Q.    Mr.  Goschen;    A.  Sir    W.    Harcourt 
Auff  2,  1585 
Forest    Service    Department,    Q.    Sir    R. 
Temple ;  A.  Mr.  H,  H.   Fowler  July  31, 
1400 
Four  Per  Cent.  Rupee  Loan  Coneersion,  Q. 
Mr.  Cohen  ;  A.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  Aug  2, 
1584 
Kinc,  Slaughter  of,  Q.  Sir  VV.  Wedderbum  ; 

A.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  July  26,  1026 
Michdl,    Mr.'-Appointment   of,  Q.   Sir  W 
Wedderbum  ;  A.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  July  20 
549 

[cont. 


JiTD/jl— cont. 
MUUary   and    Orphan   Funds,    Q.  Sir  O. 
Baden-Powell ;    A.    Mr.    H.    H.    Fowler 
Jvly  31,  1399 

Opium  ^  _    ..... 

Department— Feparts  of  Admtntstrat%on, 
Q/Mr.  Webb;  A.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler 
July  27, 1130 
Exports  to  China,  Q.  Mr.  J.  E.  Bllia;  A. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  July  16, 13 
Revenue,  Return  pres. ;  to  be  printed  Aug  1, 
1555 
Public    Servise     Commission,     Q.     Sir   W. 
Wedderbum;    A.    Mr.    H.    H.    Fowler 
July  26,  1026 
Salem— Criminal  Appeals,  Q.  Mr.  Crosfield; 
A.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  July  16, 13 

Industrial  Schools  Bill 

I.  Com. ;  Reported,  and  Re-com.  to  Standing: 
Com.  My  16,  2 
Reported  fron  Standing  Com.  July  17,  157 
Amendts.  reported  July  23,  655 
Read  3*,  and  passed  Jvly  24,  790 
o.B^eadV  July  26,1107 
Read  2«»  July  30, 1363 

Con.  in  Com. ;  Read  3«,  and  passed  July  31, 
1492 

Inebriates 
Habitual  Inebriates  (see  that  title) 
Retreat  at  WaUall,  Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  :    A. 
Mr.  Asquith  July  80,  1256 

Iqjured  ATiinift.lft  Bill 

I,  Royal  Assent  July  20 

IBELAND 

Lord  Lieutenant— Lord  Houghton 

Chief  Secretary— Mr.  J.  Moblet 

Army 
Birr  Barrack  Scandal,  Q.  Mr.  MoUoy ;  A. 
Mr.  J.  Morley  July  19,  379  ;  Q.  Mr. 
Brookfield  ;A.Mr.  Campbell-Bannermaii 
July  24,  801  ;  Q.  Mr.  Molloy  ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Morley  .^it^y  26,  1026 
Londonderry  Barracks,  Qs.  Mr.  Rose,  Mr. 
W.  Johnston ;  As.  Mr.  WoodaU  Aug  2, 

1561  ,,    „    , 

Richmond  Prison,  Qs.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  24,  810  ;  Qs.  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  Dr.  Kenny;  As.  Mr. 
Campbell-Baiinerman  July  26, 1008 

Athy  Prosec^itions,  Q.  Mr.  Minch ;    A.  Mr 

J.  Morley  J'w^y  26,  1003 
Beleek    Floods,   Qs.  Mr.  Knox,    Mr.  Dane; 

As.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  Aug  2,  1577 
Board  of  M'orks  Contracts— Cement,  Q.  Dr. 

Kenny;  A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  July  27,  1139 
Boyle  PoVwe  Prosecutions,  Q.  Mr.  TuUy  ;  A. 

Mr.J.  Morley  .^KZy  30,  1269 
Bray  Harbour,  Qs.  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Kilbride, 

Mr.   W.    Johnston;    As.    Mr.    J.   Morley 

July  24,  799 
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Qutletawfi  JHapentary  ReHdencCf  Q.  Mr.  D. 

SuUivan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  17, 162 
Cattle  TranHt  arid  Railtoay  CompanieSt  Q. 

Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Brjce  July  24,  797 
Cholera  Precautions,  Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr- 

J.  Morle>  July  19,  368 
Clanricarde    Agent,    Qs.     Mr.    Roche,    Mr. 

Macartney.  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Field  ;  As.  Mr. 

J.  Morley  July  31, 1388 
Clanricarde  Agent  and  Colonel  Litngbourn, 

R.M.,   Q.  Mr.   Roche;  A.   Mr.  J.  Morley 

JulyU,  1390 
Clanricarde   Ettate,  Qs.  Mr.  Roche,   Mr.  J. 

Dillon  ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  30,  1253 
Clew  Bay  Dutaxter,  Q.  Dr.  R.  Ambrose ;  A. 

Mr.  J.  Morley  .^M/y  16,27 
Cottier  Tetwmentt,  Q,  Mr.  M'Cartan ;  A.  Mr* 

J.  Morley  July  24,  807 
County     Ce$«  —  Rathlin    Island,    Q.     Mr. 

M*Cartan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  27,  1124 
Cruitt  Harhmr,  Q.  Mr.  T.   D.  Snllivan ;  A- 

Mr.  J.  Morley  July  17,  169 
De  Freyne  Egtate,  Q».  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.   Har- 
rington,  Mr.   W.  Redmond,   Mr.  Hayden, 

Mr.   Caine  ;  As.   Mr.  J.  Morley  July  20, 

559;    Qs.   Mr.   Hayden,   Mr.   Dillon,   Mr. 

Macartney ;   As.   Mr.  J.    Morley   Aug    2, 

1566 
Downpatrick  Water  Supply,  Qs.  Mr.  T.  M. 

Healy,  Mr.  M*Cartan  ,  As.  Mr.  J.   Morley 

July  20,  558 
Brainttge  Ltuin*,  Q.  Mr.  Rosa ;  A.  Sir  J.  T. 

Hibbert  Aug  2,  1564 
Dublin    Botanir    Gardens,    Q.    Mr.    T.   M. 

Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  Acland  July  23,  658 

Educatitm 
Books,     Qh.    Mr.     Bodkin  ;     As.     Mr.    J. 

Morley  July  26,  1017  ;  July  27,  1130 
BuildiHg    OrantSf    Return    pres. ;    to    be 

printed  Aug  \.  1556 
CotninisMinnrr*    Brport,   Q.   Mr.  Jackson  ; 

A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  Aug  2, 1560 
Copy  pres.  of  Annual  Report  July  20,  644 
Endoiomentx — Erasmus  Smithes,  «^*/y.,  Q.  Mr. 

Chance  :  A.  Mr.  J   Morley  July  23,  661  ; 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley 

July  30,  1247 
Female  AxMixtant  Teachers,  Q.  Mr.  Sexton  ; 

A.  Mr.  .1.  Moriey  July  30,  1258 
Irixh  iMnguagr,  Q.   Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  J. 

Morley  July  19,  358 

Leighli abridge  Female  Natiimal  School,  Q. 

'  Dr.  Kennv  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  27, 

1140  ;  Qs.*Dr.  Kenny,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ; 

A'*.  Mr.  .1.  Morley  July  .SO,  1266 

Motion  for  Return  July  3U,  1272 

Monitorial    Syxtem,    Q.   Mr.    Bodkin ;   A- 

Mr.  J.  Morley  July  26,  1018 
MoHfUjin/    Dtmexnr    Bequent,  Q.    Mr.     M. 

Kciiny  :  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  19,  358 
Boscommoii    County    School   Accommoda- 
tion. Qs.    Mr.   ComlK?,  Mr.   Sexton ;  As. 
Mr.  J.  Morloy  July  20,  557 
Tenchers'  Penxiofut.  Q.  Mr.  Hayden  ;  ^.Mr. 
J.  Morley  Jw/^  26.  1024 

Bnnijtkilhn  Asxizex -^ '*  Xo  Bills,''  Q.  Mr- 
M'Oilligan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  27, 
1130 

Icont. 


IRELAND'-isont. 

Enniskillen  Rojfal  School  Estate  Tenanty,  Q. 

Mr.  M*Gilligan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  27, 

1128 
Erasmus  Smith's  Endowment,  Q.  Mr.  Chance  ; 

A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  23,  661  ;  Q.  Mr.  T. 

M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  30,  1248 

Evictums 
Bodyke — Police    Assurance,    Q.    Mr.    W. 

Redmond;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  31, 

1392 
County  Westmeath,  Q.  Mr.  D.  Sullivan  ;  A. 

Mr.  J.  Morley  July  20,  546 
Evicted  Tenancies.  Q.  Mr.  Fisher ;  A.  Mr. 

J.  Morley  July  31,  1403 
Farms,  Qs.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr.  Carson  ; 

As.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  16,  18  ;  Q.  Mr.  T. 

W.  Rossell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  17, 

175;   Qs.   Mr.   T.   W.   Russell,    Mr.   W. 

Kenny  ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  24,  812 
Afassereene  Estate,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A. 

Mr.  J.  Morley  Aug  2,  1581 
Mungrrt,  Qs.  Mr.  Barton,  Mr.  Macartney  ; 

As.  Mr.  J.  Moriey  July  31, 1401 
Outdoor  lUlief,  Q.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell ;  A. 

Mr.  J.  Morley  July  16, 19 
Sligo  County — Case  of  Mulla/rkey,  Q.  Mr. 

Dillon  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  Aug  2,  1576 

Fisheries 

Limerick    Water  Bailiff,  Q.   Mr.   T.   M. 

Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  23,  667 
Poaching    on    the    Shannon,   Q.    Mr.    W. 

Kenny ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  19,  373 

Franchise  Assimilatii^n,  Q.  Dr.  D.  Ambrose  ; 

A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  24,  801 
Oodley  Estate,  Qs.  Mr.  Tully  ;  As.   Mr.  J. 

iioTleyJuly  26,  1004  ;  Aug  2, 1559 
Gun  Licences^^Case  of  Mr.  Bracken,  Q.  Mr. 

J.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  J.  MorlejJuly  20, 556 
Infant  Insurance,  Qs.  Mr.  M'Cartau,  Mr.  W. 

Johnston  ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  27, 1123 
Kinsale    Harbour    Revenues,     Qs.     Captain 

Donelan,  Mr.  Flynn  ;  As.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert 

July  17,  163 

Labourers'  Cottages 

Dungannon  Union,  Q.  Mr.  W.  O'Brien  ;  A. 

Mr.  J.  Morley  July  27,  1122 
Dunshaughlin  Union,  Q.  Mr.  Hayden;  A. 

Mr.  J.  Morley  July  26.  1024 
Killough     Dispensary    District,    Q.    Mr. 

M'Cartan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  23, 

663 
Land  Agents  as  Magistrates  (see  sub-heading 
Magistracy) 

Land-Grabbing  Denunciations 

Alleged    Suppressi4*n    of    Meeting    near 

Nenagh,  Q.  Mr.  P.  J.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr. 

J.  Morley  July  19,  3K5 
Limerick,    Q.     Mr.    Carson  ;    A.    Mr.    J. 

Morley  July  28,  670 

Land  Purchase 
EnniskiVen  Royal  School  Estate,  Q.  Mr. 

M^Gilligan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  27, 

1128 
Godley  Estate,  Qs.  Mr.  Tullv :  As.  Mr.  J. 

Moriey  July  26,  1004 ;  Avq  2.  1559 
Ponjtnnby  Estate,  Qs.  Mr.  t.  \V.  Russell, 

Mr.    Broilrick ;     As.    Mr.    J.    Morley 

July  16,  17  r^/^oix> 
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Lights   Board    Contracts  —  Trades    Union 

Wages^  Qs.  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Harrington  ;  As. 

Mr.  Bryce  July  19,  370 ;  Qs.  Mr.  Field  ; 

As.  Mr.  J.   Morley,    Mr.  Bryce  July  31, 

1403;  Qs.   Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Flynn;  As.  Mr. 

Bryce  Aug  2, 1588 
Limerick  Lord  Lieutenancy ^  Q.  Mr.  O'KeefEe  ; 

A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  30, 1264 
Local    Oovemment    Board    Inspector — Mr. 

Macfarlane^  Q.  Mr.  W.  Kenny ;  A.  Mr.  J. 

Morley  July  19,  374 
Lough  Key  Floods,  Q.  Mr.  TuUy  j  A.  Sir  J. 

T.  Hibbertyi*Zy26, 1005 

Lunatics  and  Lunatic  Asylums 
Belfast     Workhouse    Lunatics,    Q.     Mr. 

Sexton  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  30, 1258 
Carlow  Asylum,  Qs.  Mr.  J.  Hammond,  Mr. 

T.  M,  Healy  ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  19, 

365 ;  Q.  Mr.  Barton ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley 

July  31, 1401 
Inspectors'  Report,  Q.  Mr.  Harrington ;  A. 

Mr.  J.   Morley  July  19,  378;    Q.  Dr. 

Kenny ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  26, 1006 
Londonderry  Asylum,  Qs.   Mr.  Pinkerton, 

SirT.  Lea;  As.  Mr.  J.  Morley  J^wZy  27, 

1118;  Q.  Sir  T.  Lea;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley 

July  30, 1270 
Police,  Q.  Mr.  T.   M.  Healy;   A.  Mr.  J. 

Morley  July  20,  557 

Macfarlane,  Mr,  H.  J.—Case  of,  Q.  Mr.  W. 
Kenny ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  19,  374 

Magistracy 
Clare,  Mr.  Wakely,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ; 

A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  31, 1393 
LaTid  Agents  as  Magistrates,  Q.  Mr.  Field  ; 

A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  Aug  2,  1562 
Leitrim  County — Roman  Catholic  Magis- 
trates, Q.  Mr.  TuUy  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley 

July  17,  169 
Longbourn,      Colonel,    and     Clanrioarde 

Agent,  Q.  Mr.  Koche ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley 

July  31, 1390 
Lord  Clanricarde^s  Agent,  Qs.  Mr.  Roche, 

Mr.  Macartney,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Field ; 

As.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  31, 1388 

Malicious  Burning  in  Oalway,  Qs.  Mr.  T.  W. 

Russell,  Mr.  Bodkin;  As.   Mr.  J.  Morley 

July  27,  1126 
Meath  {South)  Voting  List,  Q.  and  Obs.  Mr- 
Jordan,  Mr.  J.  Morley,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 

July  30,  1243 
Model  Farms,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  J. 

Morley  July  30,  1250 
Nacts  and  Newbridge  Police  Prosecutions,  Q. 

Mr.  Kennedy ;   A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  31, 

1385 
National  Gallery,  Q.  Dr.  Kenny  ;   A.  Sir  J. 

T.  Hibbert  Aug  2,  1677 
Nenagh,  Public  Meeting  Near — Alleged  Sup- 
pression of,  Q.  Mr.  P.  J.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  J. 

Morley  July  19,  385 
O^Callaghan,  Colonel — Threatening  Notices, 

Q.  Mr,    Macartney;    A.    Mr.    J.    Morley 

July  30,  1267 
Occupying   Tenants— Death  Duties,  Q.  Mr. 

Bartley ;  A.  Sir  W.  Haroourt  July  16,  30 

\cont. 
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Orange  Outrages — Case  of  tlie  Rev.  A.  B, 
R.  Young,  Q.  Mr.  O'DrisooU ;    A.  Mr.  J. 
Morley  July  23,  669 
PhcBnim    Park  Regulations,  Q.  Mr.  T.   M. 
Healy  ;  A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  July  24,  809 

Police 
Athy  Prosecutions,  Q.  Mr.  Minch  ;   A.  Mr. 

J.  Morley  July  26, 1003 
Bodyke  Bmctions,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond; 

A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  31, 1392 
Boyle  Prosecutions,  Q.  Mr.  Tally ;  A.  Mr. 

J.  Morley  July  30, 1269 
De  Freyne  Estate,  Qs.   Mr.  Dillon,    Mr. 

Harrington,    Mr.    W.    Redmond,    Mr. 

Hayden,  Mr.  Caine ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Morley 

July  20,  559 
Lunacy,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  J. 

Morley  July  20,  557 
Naas  and  Newbridge  Prosecutions,  Q.  Mr. 

Kennedy  ;    A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  31, 

1386 
Right  of  Search,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A. 

Mr.  J.  Morley  July  24,  808 
Ponsonby  Estate — Purchase  of  Holdings^  Qs. 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr.  Brodrick;  As.  Mr. 
J.  Morley  July  16,  17 

Poor  Law 

Administratum    Irregularities,     Q.    Mr. 

Mains  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  17,  163 
Castletown  Dispensary  Residence,  Q.  Mr. 

D.  Sullivan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  17, 

162 
Newcastle    West    Guardians,  Q.    Mr.   M. 

Austin  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  16,  24 
Outdoor  Relief  to  Evicted  Tenants,  Q.  Mr. 

T.  W.  Russell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  16, 

19 

Poor  Rates 

Collection  of  in  Dublin,  Q.  Dr.  Kenny ;  A. 

Mr.  J.  Morley  July  27,  1141 
Roscommon     Union  —  Arrears,    Q.    Mr. 

Bodkin  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  23,  667 
South  Leitrim  Collections,  Q.  Mr.  Tully  ;  A. 

Mr.  J.  Moriey  July  27, 1126 

Post  Office 
Belfast    School    of    Telegraphy,    Q.    Mr. 

Young ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Morley  July  19,  384 
Belfast  Telegraph  Office,  Q.  Mr.  Toung  ; 

A.  Mr.  A.  Morley  July  19,  384  ;  Q.  Mr. 

Knox ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Morley  Av^  2, 1579 
Dublin  and  Coi'k  Travelling  Post   Office 

Sorting  Clerks,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A. 

Mr.  A.  Moriey  July  20,  534 
Dublin  Sorting   Office,  Q.  Mr.  Field  ;    A. 

Mr.  A.  Moriey  July  31,  1397 
New  Ross  Arrangements,  Q.  Mr.  Ffrench  ; 

A.  Mr.  A.  Morley  July  26,  1013 
Stranorlar  and  Strabane  Railway,  Q.  Mr. 

Mac  Neill ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Moriey  July  27, 

1119 

Prisons 
Mat-Makim,  Q.   Mr.  Quilter;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Morley  July  16,  26 

Probate  Registry  Officials  and  the  Finance 
Bill,  Q.  Mr.  Thomas  Healy;  A.  Sir  W. 
Harcourt  July  24,  806 

Quit-Rents,  Qs.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr. 
Carson  ;  As.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  July  23,  669 
Digitized  by  ^^^^^^eonc. 
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Babies — Destruction  of  Animals,  ^e.,  Q.  Bfr. 
Knox  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  Aug  2,  1578 

Ra'dioays 

Cattle    TransU,    Q.    Mr.  Field;    A.    Mr. 

Bryce  July  24,  797 
Stranorlar  and  Strahane^  Q.  Mr.  Mac  Neill ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  Morley  July  27,  1119 

Rates  in  Dublin,  Collection  of  Q.  Dr.  E^enny  ; 
A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  27,  1141 

Rathlan  Island 

County  Cess,  Q.  Mr.  M*Cartan ;  A.  Mr.  J. 

Morlev  July  27,  1124 
Voters,  Q.  Mr.  M*Cartan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley 
July  27,  1124 

Registry  of  Deeds  Office,  Q.  Mr.  Field;  A. 

Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  July  19, 869 
Richmond    Prison    (see  under  sub-heading 

Army) 
Rinn  and  Black  River  Drainage,   Q.  Mr. 

TuUy ;  A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  July  19,  364 
Swine   Fever    in    Antrim    Union,    Q.    Mr. 

Macartney  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  17, 167 
Town  Improvements  Acts — Police   Prosccu- 

twns,   Q.   Mr.  Tullv ;   A.   Mr.  J.   Morley 

July  30,  1269  ;  Q.  Mr.  Kennedy  ;  A.  Mr.  J. 

Morley  July  31,  1385 
Warrants  and  Sumnumses,  Issue  of  Q.  Mr. 

T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  30, 

1241 
Wexford  Grand  Jury — Mr.  Percival,  Q.  Mr. 

Ffrench  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  Aug  2,  1564 
Wexford,  State  of  Qs.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr. 

Thomas  Healy  ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  26, 

1012 
Wicklofr  Harbour,  References  to,  in  Debate 

on  Supply,  July  30,  1287 
Young,  Rev.  A.  B.  R.-^Oranae  Outrage^  Q. 

Mr.  O'DriscoU ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  28, 

669 


Italy 
Kassala,  Occupation  of  Q.  Sir  S.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  28,  666 

Jacks,  Mr.  W.,  Stirlingshire 

Berwickshire  —  Inland    Revenue    Business, 

1396 
Railways— Preferences  to  Traders,  169 
Royal  Liver  Friendly  Society,  1119 

Jackson,  Right  Hon.  W.  L.,  Leeds,  N, 

Buildinfi:  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1609, 
1615,  1622,  1626,  1631,  1633,  1646,  1647, 
1658 

Building  Societies  Returns,  1582 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  BilL 
2R.,  582,  592 

National  Education  Report,  1560 

Japan 

Chino^apanese  Affairs  (see  that  title) 


Jeffreys,  Mr,  A.  F.,  HanU,  Basingstoke 

Army  Estimates 

Duke  of  Cambridge,  307 
Pensions,  823 

District  and    Parish    Councils    Elections- 
Local  Oovemment  Board  Rules,  797 

Supply^Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1489 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.,  Belfast^  S. 

Ireland 
Downpatrick  Water  Supply,  669 
Inlant  Insurance,  1124 
Londonderry  Barracks,  1562 

Ottawa  Conference  Report,  382 
Religious  Intolerance  in  Hyde  Park,  1267 
Straits   Settlements— Military   Contribution, 

1117 
Transvaal »  Restricting   Rights   of    Public 

Meetings,  805 

Jordan,  Mr.  J.,  Meatk,  5. 
Meath  (South)  Voting  List,  1248 

Kassala  {see  under  Africa) 

KAY  .  SHUTTLEWORTH,  Right 
Hon.  Sir  U.  J.  (Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty),  Lancashire^    Clitheroe 

Australian  Station— Naval  Service,  1268 

Contracts 
Manufacturing  Goods  on  the  Premises  of 

the  Firm  Tendering,  376 
New  Ships,  Return,  556 

Explosives— Shipping  of  at  Plymouth,  547 
Gunners*  Pay,  1246 
Malta,  Fever  at,  171 
Torpedo- Catcher  Flues,  1245 

Kennedy,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Kildare,  N. 
Naas    and  Newbridge  Police    Prosecutions, 
1385 

Kenny,    Dr.  J.   E.,    Dublin,    College, 

Green 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill 
Com.,  cl.  1,  1584  ;  cl.  2,  1640 ;  cl.  6,  1595 

Ireland 
Board  of  Works  Contracte— Cement,  1189 
Collection  of  Rates  in  Dublin,  1141 
Leighlinbridge    Female    National    School, 

1140,  1266  ;  Res.,  1272 
Lunacy  Reports,  1006 
National  Gallery,  1577 
Richmond  Prison,  1009 

Lunacy,  Increase  in,  1563 

National  Gallery  Pictures,  1140 

Supply— Wicklow  Harbour,  1289 

Kenny,  Mr.  M.  J.,  Tyrone,  Mid. 

Mountjoy    Demesne    Educational     Bequest, 
858 
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Kbknt,  Mr.  W.,  Dublin^  St.  Stephen'^ 
Green 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R.,  443,  445,  447,  460,  453 ;  Com.,  cl,  1, 
1033, 1034, 1065, 1067,  1076,  1086,  1156 

Ireland 
Bvicted  Farms,  Return,  813 
Macfarlane,  H.  S.— Case  of,  374 
Poaching  in  the  Shannon,  373 

Kensington  Local  Examinations 

Q.  Mr.  Diamond;  A.  Mr.  Acland  July  20, 
550  ^ 


Kenyon-Slanet,  Colouel   W.,    Shrop- 
shire^  Newport 
Finance  BiU,  Con.,  77, 101 ;  3R.,  224 

Kettering  Charities 

Q.  Mr.  Channing;  A.  Mr.  F.  S.  Stevenson 
July  24,  802 


Kew  Gardens 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  Acland  July  23, 
658 


Keat,    Mr.    J.    Seymour,   Elgin    and 
Nairn 

House  of  Lords— Rejection  of  Bills,  562 

Kilbride,  Mr.  D.,  Kerry^  S. 
Bray  Harbour,  799 

Bvicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
Com.,  cL  1,  1510 

KIMBERLEY,  Earl  op  (Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs) 
Finance  Bill,  IR.,  364,  365  ;  2R.,  978 
Franco- Siamese  Question,  334 
Indian  Cotton  Duties,  615,  624 
Zanzibar  Indemnity  Bill,  2R.,  336 

King,  Sir  H.  S.,  Hull,  Central 
Indian  Staff  Corps,  357 

Knox,  Mr.  E.  F.  V.,  Cavan,  W. 

Her  Majesty's  Theatre,  Pall  Mall,  1579 
Ireland 

Beleek  Floods,  1577 

Belfast  Telegraph  Office,  1579 

Rabies,  1578 

Labouchere,  Mr.  H.,  Northampton 

Business  of  the  House 

Ministerial     Statement,    Motion    for    Ad- 
journment of  the  House,  411 
Procedure  on   Evicted  Tenants   (Ireland) 
Arbitration  Bill,  Res.,  1428,  1429 
National  Telephone  Company,  1135 


lABOTTB  DEFASTMEVT 

Conciliation  BUU,  Q.  Sir  A.  BoUit ;    A.  Mr. 

Bryce  July  19,  381 
Factory  Acts,  Exemption  from^  Q.  Sir  H. 

Maxwell ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  27, 1133 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1878,  Copy  pres. 

July  19,  488 
Scotch  Coal    Strike,    Qs.    Mr.  Wason,  Mr. 

Stuart-Wortley,  Mr.  J.  Wilson,    Mr.  H. 

Smith ;  As.  Mr.  Asquith  July  26, 1016 

Labourers^  Cottages    in    Ireland    (see 
under  Ireland) 

Lamington,  Lord 
Franco-Siamese  Question,  333 

Land  Registry  Report,  July  26y  997 

land  Values  (Taxation  of  Local  Autho- 
rities) Bill 

c.  Withdrawn  July  18,  332 

Lansdowne,  Marquess  of 
Indian  Ck)tton  Duties,  490,  492 

Larceny  Act  Amendment  Bill 

0,  Head  !•  July  27,  1220 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  AND  POLICE 

Magistrates 
Appointment  of  County  Magistrates,  Q.  Mr. 

Dodd  ;  A.  Sir  W.  Haroourt  July  17,  178 
Borough  Mayors  and  the  County  Beneh — 

Chairmen  of  District  CouncUs,  Q.  Mr. 

Baldwin  ;  A.  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre  ./ttZy  26, 

1003 
London    Police     Magistrates  —  Case    of 

Elizabeth  Saunders,  Q.  Mr.  P.  Williams  ; 

A.  Sir  J.  Rigby  Jtdy  27,  1142;  Q.  Mr. 

P.  Williams;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  31, 

1398 

NimrPayment  of  Rates,  Imprisonment  for, 
Q.  Mr.  Hopwood  ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  23, 
664 

Police 
Dismissal     qf     Henry    Kemp,     Q.    Mr. 

Schwann  ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  16,  21 
Metropolitan  Police  Boots  Contract^  Qs. 

Captain     Norton  ;     As.     Mr.    Asquith 

July  16,  28  ;  July  19,  377 
Protect  ian     Duty,     Q.     Captain    Grice- 

Hutchinson ;  A.    Mr.   Asquith  J^dy  17, 

168 
Social  Di'm>ocrats  and  the  Police,  Qs.  Hr. 

K.    Hardie,     Mr.    Webster  ;    As.    Mr. 

Asquith  July  19,  374 

Quarter  Sessions^  Barristers  Practising 
before  their  Fathers,  Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A. 
Mr.  Asquith  July  30,  1266 

Saunders,  Elizabeth — Sentence  on,  Q.  Mr. 
P.  Williams;  A.  Sir  J.  Rigbv  Jiih/  27, 
1142  ;  Q.  Mr.  P.  Williams  ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith 

J^«/y31,1398  rwioiif- 

Digitized  by  VjOQy  iC 


Law] 


{SESSION     1894} 
Vol.  27. 


[Uo 


LAW  AND   JUSTICE  AND    POLICE^ 

oont. 

Vaccination  ProsenutiimSj  Q.  Mr.  Channing ; 

A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  30,  1247 
Wales 
Trade  BUpute  and  the  Police,  Qs.  Mr.  D. 
Randell;  As.  Mr.  Asqaith  July  16,  22  ; 
July  17,  177  ;  July  19,  380 
Winter  Aulzes  Acta,  1876  and  1877,  Copies 
pres.  July  24,  896 

Lawebnce,  Mr.  W.  F.,  Liverpool^ 
Abercromby 

Sapply— British  Bast  Africa  Company,  1315, 

Lawson,  Mr.  H.  L.  W.,  Gloucester, 
Cirencester 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,  2R.,  906 

Lawson,  Mr.  J.   Graat,    Vork^   N.R.. 
Thirsk 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  33,  34,  55,  81 

Lea,  Sir  T.,  Londonderry^  S, 
Business  of  the  Kouse,  288 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.,  cl.  1,  1066 
Londonderry  Asylum,  1270 

Lead'Poisoning — Death  at  Greenwich 
Worhhouse 

Qs.  Mr.  Howard,  Mr.  Flynn,  Mr.  J.  Burns : 
As.  Mr.  Asquith  July  26, 1022 

LEFEVRE,  Right  Hon.  G.  J.  SHAW- 
(President  of  the  Local  Govera- 
ment  Board),  Bradford^  Central 

Brentwood  School  Scandals,  1122 
Building  Bye-Laws  in  the  Metropolis,  1256 
Cholera  Precautions,  175 
City  Rate,  1570 

District  and  Parish  Councils 
Borough  Mayors  and  the  County  Bench, 

1003 
Local  Government  Board  Rules,  797 
Rural  Districts— Meetings,  172 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)    Bill,  2R., 
813,  816,  819,  820,  821,  905,  935;  Motion 
for  Select  Com.,  946 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

2R.,  463 
Farm  Assessments  in  Suffolk,  803 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Borrowing 

Powers)  Bill,  Intro.,  1027 
Local    Government    Act — Translation   into 

Welsh,  804 
London  Streets  and  Buildings  Bill,  Con.,  9 
Newton  Abbot  Workhouse  Inquiry,  1117 
Parochial    Electors    (Registration    Accelera- 
tion) Bill,  Lords  Amendts.,  1218 

[cont. 


Lbfbvbe,  Right  Hon.  Q.  J.  ShaW-  — tfow^. 
Pauper  Children,  1240 
Tuterculosis  Commission  Report,  548 
Unification  of  London,  382 
West  Ham  Town  Clerkships,  861 

Lege,  Mr.  T.  W.,   Lancashire,  S.W.j 
Newton 

Business  of  the  House,  285 
Parochial    Electors    (Registration  Accelera- 
tion)  Bill,  Lords  Amendts.,  1218 

Supply 
Metalliferous  Mines  Inspectors — Mr.  Leek, 

1458 
Sir  Mortimer  Durand,  1340 

Leigh,  Lord 
Industrial  Schools  Bill,  3R.,  790 

Leighton,       Mr.       S.,        ShropshirCj 
Oswestry 
Brynmawr  Postmaster  and  Political  Organisa- 
tions, 160 
Malta,  Fever  at,  171 

Leng,  Sir  J.,  Dundee 
Acts  of  Parliament,  Dilatory  Publication  of, 

359 
Chelsea  Hospital  Funds,  670 

Lewis,  Mr.  J.  Herbert,  Flinty  SfC. 
Forestry  Education  in  Wales,  661 
Local    Government    Act  —  Translation  into 
Welsh,  804 

LioenBing  Bill 

I.  Pres.,  Lord  Norton  ;   Read  1*  July  27,  1110 

Lighthouses 
Start  Point  Fog  H&rn,  Q.  Mr.  Mildmay  ;  A. 
Mr.  Bryce  July  16,  26 

Limitation  of  Actions  Bill 

r.  Withdrawn  July  18,  332 

Limited  Liability  Companies 
Compounding  for  Stamp  Duty,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy  ;  A.  Sir  W.  Harcourt  July  19,  388 

Liquor  Traffic  (Local  Veto)  Bill 
Q.  Mr.  B.  Davenport;   A.  Sir  W.  Harcourt 
July  19,  385 

Liverpool  I^airages  (see  under  Agricul' 
ture — Mersey  Docks) 

Lloyd,  Mr.  Wilson,  Wednesbury 

Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional   Order 
(No.  4)  Bill,  Con.,  1371 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  IC^ 


loc] 


{LNDEX} 

Vol.  %7. 


[LDe 


Local  Government  Act,  1894 

Trandatian  of  into  WeUh,  Q.  Mr.  Herbert 
Lewis ;  A.  Mr.  Shaw-Lefeyre  July  24,  804 

LOCAL  GOTEBVMENT  BOABD 

Preaideut — Mr.  Shaw-Lefevbe 
Secretary — Sir  W.  Fosteb 

Brentwood  School  Seandaly  Q.  Major  Rasch ; 
A.  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre  July  27,1121 

Cholera  Precautions^  Q.  Mr.  Heneage ;  A* 
Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre  July  17,  175 

CUy  Mate,  Q.  Mr.  A.  Gibbs ;  A.  Mr.  Shaw- 
lieferre  Aug  2, 1570 

Farm  Assessments  in  Suffolk,  Q.  Mr.  Everett ; 
A.  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre  July  24,  802 

Greenwich  Workhouse-^ Death  from  Lead- 
Poisoning,  Qs.  Mr.  Howani,  Mr.  Flynn,  Mr. 
J.  Bums  ;  As.  Mr.  Asquith  July  26,  1022 

Newton  Abbot  Workhouse  Inquiry,  Q.  Sir  S. 
Northcote ;  A.  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre  July  27, 
1117 

Pauper  Children,  Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith  ;  A.  Mr. 
Shaw-Lefevre  July  30,  1239 

West  Ham  Toum  Clerkships,  Qs.  Mr.  J. 
Bums,  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  Bartley,  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Mr.  Webster ;  As.  Mr.  Shaw- 
Lefevre  July  19,  361 

Local  Ooyenunent  (Ireland)  Proyisional 
Orders  Bills 

OTo.  1) 

/.  Royal  Assent  July  20 

asTo.s) 

2.  Returned  from  the  Commons  with  Amendts. 
agreed  to  July  17,  157 
Royal  Assent  July  20 

(So.  IS) 

I.  Royal  Assent  July  20 

(So.  14) 

0,  Lords  Amendts.  agreed  to  July  17,  S75 

1.  Royal  Assent  July  20 

Local  Ooyemment  Provisional  Orders 
BUls 

arc.  7) 

I.  Royal  Assent  July  20 

(iro.9) 

I.  Royal  Assent  July  20 

(No  10) 

I,  Royal  Assent  July  20 

(No.  11) 

I.  Read  8*,  with  Amendts.,  and  passed  July  16, 1 

0.  Lords  Amendt.  agreed  to  July  18,  831 

1,  Royal  Assent  July  20 

[cont. 


Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  BiUi^ 

cont. 

(No.  12) 

/.  Reported  from  Standing  Com.  July  17, 157 
Read  3%  and  passed  July  19,  857 
Royal  Assent  July  20 

(No.  IS) 

1.  Read  8*,  with  Amendts.,  and  passed  July  16,  2 
o.  Lords  Amendts.  agreed  to  July  18,  331 

L  Royal  Assent  July  20 

(No.  14) 

I..Com. ;   Reported,  4cc.  July  19,  356 
Amendts.  reported  July  20,  537 
Read  8*,  and  passed  July  23,  656 

0.  Lords  Amendts.  agreed  to  July  25,  951 
Royal  Assent  July  31 

(No.  15) 
;.  Reported,  &c.,  J«iy  20,  536 
Com.  July  24,  791 
Amendts.  reported  July  26,  997 
Read  3%  and  passed  July  27, 1116 

(No.  16) 

/.  Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  Amendts. 
agreed  to  July  17, 157 
Royal  Assent  July  20 

(No.  17) 

2.  Com. ;  Reported,  &c.  Ji^y  19,  356 
Amendts.  reported  July  20,  537 
Read  3%  and  passed  July  23,  655 

c.  Lords  Amendts.  agreed  to  July  25,  951 
L  Royal  Assent  July  31 

(No.  18) 

;.  Com. ;  Reported,  kc,  July  19,  356 
Read  3*,  and  passed  July  20,  537 
Royal  Assent  July  31 

(No.  19) 

1.  Royal  Assent  /tii^  20 

Local  Ooyemment  Proyisional  Orders 
(Poor  Law)  Bill 

I,  Royal  Assent  July  20 

Local  Ooyemment  (Scotland)  BiU 

c.  Reported   from    Standing  Com.  (Scotland) 
July  27,  1219 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Bill 
Qs.  Mr.  G.  Murray,  Mr.  Hozier ;  As.  Sir  W. 
Harcourt  July  27,   1144;    Qs.   Mr.  Ren- 
shaw,  Mr.  Hozier,  Sir  D.  Macfarlane  ;  As. 
Sir  W.  darcourt  Aug  2,  1565 

Local  Taxation,  Incidence  of 

Q.  Mr.   Humphreys-Owen ;  A.  Sir  W.  Har- 
court July  24,  806 
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Army  Estimates 

Colonel  M'Olintock,  S13,  314 

Waltham  Abbey  Powder  Factory  Explosion 

— Compensation,  &c.,  808,  826 
War  Office  Clerks,  &c.,  298,  308 

LocKWOOD,  Mr.  F.,  Fork 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitratloa  Bill, 
2B.,  454,  469 

Looomotiye  Threshing  Engiiies  Bill 

I,  Amendts.  reported  July  16,  2 
Bead  3*,  and  passed  July  19,  357 

LoBER,  Mr.  6,  W.  E.,  Brighton 

Preston  Barracks,  Brighton,  1007 

London  (see  Metropolis) 

London  Police  Magistrates  (see  under 
Law  and  Justice  and  Police — 
Magistracy) 

London  Streets  and  Buildings  Bill 
0.  Con. ;  Bead  S"*,  and  passed  July  16,  3 
;.  Bead  2*  July  28,  646 

Long,    Mr.    W.    H.,    Liverpool,    West 
Derby 

Equalisation  of  Bates  (London)  Bill,  2B.,  816, 

876,  888,  891 
Finance  Bill,  3B.,  207,  208,  219 
liyerpool  Telegraph  Clerks*  Grieyanoes,  1392 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No,  1)  Bill, 

Con.,  1373,  1376,  1379 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill, 

Con.,  1384 

Lord  Advocate — Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour 
Lord  Chancellor — ^Lord  Herschell 

Lough,  Mr.  T.,  Islington,  W. 

Equalisation  of  Bates   (London)  Bill,  2B., 

832,  861 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill* 

Com.,  el,  1,  1630,  1531 

LowTHER,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Cumberland^  Pen- 
rith 

Anglo-Belgian  Agreement,  Correspondence 
on,  173 

Metalliferous  Mines  in  Cumberland,  In- 
spectorship of,  1241, 1404 

Sir  Francis  Scott's  Expedition,  793 

Supply 
Anglo-Belgian  Agreement,  &c.,  1325 
Diplomatic  Service,  1342 
Metalliferous  Mines  Inspector,  1447, 1448, 
1449, 1453 
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LowTHER,    Right    Hon.  James,  Kent, 
Thanet 

Agiicultore,  Journal  for,  379 

Business  of  the  House,  1271 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.,  el.  1,  1040,  1066,  1089,  1097,  1098, 

1168 

Lubbock,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  J.,  London 
University 

Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1606, 

1613,  1623,  1624,  1627,  1636,  1637 
Bttsiness  of  the  House  (Ministerial  Statement), 

Motion  for   Adjournment   of    the  House, 

413 
Cape  Customs  Duties,  811 
Equalisation  of    Bates  (London)  Bill,  2B., 

838  ;  Motion  for  Select  Com.,  948 
Finance  BUI,  Con.,  31,  36,  40,  41,  44,  74 ;  3B., 

118,  187,  221,  222 
London  Streets  and  Buildings  Bill,  Con.,  13 

Lunacy 

CommUnoners*  Report,  Q.   Mr.  Harrington ; 

A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  19,  377 
Inerease  in.  Q.  Dr.  Kenny  ;   A.  Mr.  Asquith 

Aug  2,  1563 
Scotch  and  Irish  Questions  (see  under  titles 

Scotland  and  Ireland) 

Macartney,  Mr.  W.  E.,  Antrim,  S, 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2B.,  708,  709;  Com.,  cl.  1, 1052,  1075, 1167, 
1203 

Ireland 
Clanricarde  Agent,  1389 
De  Freyne  Estate,  1567 
Mungret  Eviction,  1403 
O'CaUaghan,  Colonel — ^Threatening  Notices, 

1257 
Swine  Fever  in  the  Antrim  Union,  167 

Macdona,  Mr.  J.  C,  Southwark,  Bother- 
hithe 

Army  Commissions,  30 
Derelicts,  174.  176,  551,  668,  1668 
Transvaal  Commandeering,  813 
Wimbledon  Bifle  Bange,  1568 

Macdonald,   Mr.    J.    A.   M.,     Tower 
Hamlets,  Bow 

Naval  Contracts— New  Ships,  556 

Macfarlane,  Sir  D.  H.,  Argyll 

Business  of  the  House,  281,  285 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill) 
1144 

India 
Home  Pensions,  Increase  in,  546 
Military  Expenditure,  1020 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Bill,  1666 

Poet  Lauieate8hip,[J^»,ed  by  ^OOQle 
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MAGFABLAins,  Sir  D.  B^^eont. 

Scotland 
Loch  Tarbert  Fisheries^  1262 
Loagh  Fyne— Sunday  Pishinj?,  1016 
Salmon   Fishing    ProBeontions   at    Oban, 

1261 
Tiree  Crofters — Erection  of  a  March  Dyke, 
859 
Supply— Dockyard    Employes   and  District 
and  Parish  Councils,  1804 

Macgbbgor,  Dr.  D.,  Invemess-shire 

Business  of  the  House,  280 
Crofters'  Holdings  (Scotland)  Bill,  1364 ;  2R., 
1361,  1658 

Scotland 
Fisheries— Trawling,  27 
Fort  William  Railway  Station,  1253 

Mac  Neill,  Mr.  J.  G,  S.,  Donegal^  S. 

Stranorlar  and  Strabane  Railway,  1119 

M'Cartan,  Mr.  M.,  Down^  S. 

Army  Medical  Staff,  1408 

Central  Telegraph  Office  Promotions,  1014 

Ireland 
Cottier  Tenements,  807 
County  Cess— Rathlin  Island,  1124 
Downpatrick  Water  Supply,  558 
Infant  Insurance,  1128 
Labourers*  Cottages,  Killough,  663 
Voters— Rathlin  Island,  1125     • 

M'GiLLiGAN,  Mr.  p.,  Fermanaghy  S. 

Bnniskillen  Assizes—"  No  Bills,"  1130 
Enniskillen  Royal  School  Estate  Tenantry, 
1128 

Magistrates  (see  under  Law  and  Justice 
and  Police) 

(For  Irish  Questions  see   under  title   Ire- 
land) 

Mains,  Mr.  J.,  Donegal^  N, 
Irish  Poor  Law  Administration  —  Irregulari- 
ties, 163 

Malta 

Fevety  Q.  Mr.  S.  Leighton ;  A.  Sir  U.  Kay- 

Shuttleworth  July  17,  171 
Valetta  Sewage^  Q.  Captain  Grice-Hutchin- 

son ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton  July  17, 168 

Maple,  Sir  J.  B.,  Camberwell^  Dulwich 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)    Bill,   2R., 
855,  856,  922 

Harket  Oardeners'  Compensation  Bill 

€,  Withdrawn  July  26, 1108 

Marriage  Laws  {United  Kingdom) 
Address  for  Return  July  24,  896 


Massage  Scandals 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  23, 
663 


Maxwell,  Sir  H.  E.,  JVigton 
Business  of  the  House.  1566 
Factories  Acts,  Exemptions  from,  1123 

MELLOR,  Right  Hon  J.  W.  (Chairman 

of  Committees  and  Ways  and  Means, 
and  Deputy  Speaker),  Yorky  W,R.^ 
Sowerhy 
Bristol  Tramways  Bill,  Con.,  999 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill| 

Con.,  1375 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bfll, 
Con.,  1882, 1384 

{Rulings  as  Chairman  of  Committees 

and  Ways  and  Means) 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bilh 

1029,  1030,  1031,  1084. 1047.  1048, 1068* 

1498, 1548 

The  Amendt.  was  out  of  Order,  as  the  Com. 
had  come  to  a  decision  on  the  point  in- 
cluded in  the  Amendt.,  July  26,  1103, 
1104 

It  was  out  of  Order  to  move  an  Amendt. 
to  a  Schedule  which  had  not  been 
brought  up.  The  Member  brought  up 
an  Amemit.  and  a  new  Schedule  July  26, 
1061 

Herohandise  Harks  (Proseontions)  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent  July  20 

HERCHANT  SHIFPIHO 

JhrelicUf  Qs.  Mr.  Maodona  ;  As.  Mr.  Bryce 

July  17, 174  ;  July  20,  551  ;  July  23,  668 
ExploHve* — Shipping  of  at  Plymouth,  Q.  Mr. 

Bartley ;     A.    Sir    U.    Kay-Shuttleworth 

July  20,  547 
Pauengen from,  Foreign  Steameri  at  Queens' 

town,  Q.   Sir  G.  Baden-Bowell ;    A.  Mr. 

Bryce  July  17, 165 
Training  Boytfor  the  Sea,  Q.  Sir  A.  Bollit ; 

A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  26,  1000 

Herohant  Shipping  Bill 

c.  Con.  in  Com.  (Re-oom.)  ;  R.P.,  July  26,  950  ; 
July  30, 1361 

Mersey  Docks 
(See  under  Agrievltnre) 

Metalliferous  Mines  (see  under  Mines) 

METBOPOLIS 

Amalgamati4m  of  the  (My  and  County  of 

London  (see  that  title) 
BiUingsgate  Tolls,  Q.  Mr.  H.  Foster ;  A.  Mr. 

Bryce  July  27DytMd  by  ^OOQ IC 
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JmrrBOPOLIS^-eont. 

BuOdmg  Bye4awt,  Q.  Mr.  Weir;   A.  Mr. 

Shaw-Lefeyre  Jtdy  30,  1256 
CUy  Bate,  Q.  Mr.  A.  Gibbs;  A.  Mr.  Shaw- 

liefeyre  Aug  2, 1570 
HampHead    House    ConHruetion,    Q.    Mr. 

Weir ;  A.  Mr  Aaqaith  July  30, 1254 
Parks  (see  that  title) 
Police  Boots  Contract,  Qs.  Captain  Norton ; 

Ab.  Mr.  Asquith  July  16,  28 ;  July  19,  377 


MiLDM AY,  Mr.  F.  B.,  Devotiy  Totnes 
Coast  Communication  between  Start  Bay  and 

Dartmouth,  1023 
Salcombe    Ferry — Carrying    Postmen    and 

Mails,  1025 
Start  Point  Fog  Horn,  26 

MiNGH,  Mr.  M.  J.,  Kildarey  S. 
Police  Prosecutions  at  Athy,  1003 

Mines 

Albion  Colliery  Explosion  (see  under  title 

Wales) 
Coal  Bust  Explositms,  Qs.  Mr.  Woods,  Mr.  D. 

A.  Thomas ;  As.  Mr.  Asquith  July  26,  1007 
Coal  Strike  in  Scotland,  Qs.  Mr.  Wason,  Mr. 

Stuart-Wortley,  Mr.   J.    Wilson,  Mr.    H. 

Smith ;  As.  Mr.  Asquith  July  26, 1016 
Bepartment  of  Mines,  Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ; 

A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  24, 800 
Fatalities— Inquiries,  Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ; 

A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  24,  800 
Lanarkshire  Aooident,  Qs.  Mr.  Caldwell ;  As. 

Mr.  Asquith  July  16,  23 ;  July  26, 1014 

Metalliferous  Mines,  Inspectorship  of-^Mr, 
Leek,  Q.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther;  A.  Mr. 
Asquith  July  30, 1242 ;  Qs.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Lowther,  Mr.  Woods,  Mr.  Stuart-Wortley; 
As.  Mr.  Asquith  July  31, 1404 
(References  to,  in  Debate  on  Supply, 
July  31, 1447,  &c.) 

Practical  Miners  as  Inspectors,  Q.  Mr.  D.  A. 

Thomas ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  Aug  2,  1570 
Shot  Firing,   Q.   Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis;    A.    Mr. 

Asquith  July  19,  365 
Sub-Assistant    Inspectors,    Q.    Mr.    D.    A. 

Thomas ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  17, 176 
Wyndham  Colliery,  Q.  Mr.  Woods;  A.  Mr. 

Asquith  July  31,  1391 


Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill 

Qb.  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;  As. 
Mr.  Asquith  July  24,  792 ;  Q.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease  ;  A.  Sir  W.  Harcourt  July  24,  806 

MoLLOT,  Mr.  B.  C,  King^s  Co.y  Birr 
Birr  Barrauk  Scandal,  379, : 


MoNKSWELL,  Lord 
Chimney  Sweepers  Bill,  Com.,  1114 


Montagu,  Mr.  S.,  Tower  HamleUj 
Whitechapel 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  39 

Morgan,  Right  Hon.  Sir  6.  Osborne, 
DenbigJtshire^  E. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.,  cl.  4,  1594 
Telegraphic  Mistakes,  16 

MORLEY,  Earl  op  (Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees) 
Betterment  —  Town    improvements.   Select 

Com.  Report,  343,  348 
Land  Transfer  Bill,  156 
London  Streets  and  Buildings  Bill,  2R.,  645 

MORLEY,  Right  Hon.  A.  (Postmaster 
General),  Nottingham,  E, 

Australian  Mails  and  United  States  Blots, 
364 

Brynmawr  Postmaster  and  Political  Organi- 
sations, 161 

Classiacation  in  the  Post  Office,  1010 

Coldbath  Fields  Money  Order  Office,  1121, 
1582 

Ireland 
Belfast  School  of  Telegraphy,  384 
Belfast  Telegraph  Office,  384, 1579 
Dublin  and  Cork  Travelling  Post  Office 

Sorting  Clerks,  555 
Dublin  Sorting  Office,  1397 
New  Boss  Postal  Arrangements,  1013 
Stranorlar  and  Strabane  Railway,  1120 

Letter  Boxes  on  Trains,  1127 

National  Telephone  Company,  1135, 1396 

Pacific  Cable  Route,  363 

Penny  Postage  and  the  Colonies,  1397 

Post  Office  Envelopes,  1253 

Re-direction  of  Postal  Matter,  380 

Rural  Postmen,  1387 

Salcombe    Ferry — Carrying    Postmen    and 

Mails,  1025 
Savings  Banks  (Societies)  Bill— Withdrawal, 
115 
{     Scotland— Perth  Post  Office,  802 

Telegraphs 
Central  Office  Promotions,  1015 
Coast  Communication  between  Start  Bay 

and  Dartmouth,  1023 
Liverpool  Clerks'  Grievances,  1392 
MistaKCs  in  Transmission,  16 

Wales 
Post  Office  Appointments,  1251 

MORLEY,  Right  Hon.  John  (Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland),  Newcastle' 
upon-  Tyne 

Birr  Barracks— Charges  against  Officers,  380, 

1027 
Boyle  Police  Prosecutions,  1270 
Bray  Harbour,  l^m^e^  byKjOOoX^ 
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UoMMJBTy  Bi^t  Hon.  Johxt-^-eont. 
Bnsmeas  of  the  Hoaae,  488,  673 
Ftocedure  on  the  Bvicted  Tenants  (Ireland) 
Bill,  Bes.,  1418, 1419,  1420, 1421,  1426 
Castletown  IKspensary  Besidence,  162 
Cholera  Precautions,  368 
Clanricarde  Agents  1389 
Clanricaxde  Bstate,  1254 
Clew  Bay  Disaster,  27 
Collection  of  Bates  in  Dublin,  1142 
Cottier  Tenements,  808 
Cruitt  Harbour,  169 
De  Freyne  Bstate,  659, 1567 
Downpatrick  Water  Supply,  568 

Education 

Books,  1018, 1131 

Commissioners'  Beport,  1660 

Endowments— Erasmus  Smith's,  &c..  662. 
1248 

Female  Assistant  Teadiers,  1258 

Irish  Language  in  Schools,  359 

Leighlinbridge  Female  National  School. 
1140,  1266  ;  Bes.,  1273 

Monitorial  System,  1018 

Mountjoy  Demesne  Bequest,  368 

Boscommon  County  School  Accommoda- 
tion, 557 

Teachers'  Pensions,  1024 

Enniskillen  Assizes— "No  Bills,"  1130 
Bnniskillen  Boyal  School  Estate  Tenantry, 

HJto 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2B.,  424,  429,  445,  462,  468,  476,  480,  692, 
601,  617,  634,  676,  736,  737,  739,  773  781 
783 ;  Com.,  el,  1,  1041,  1046,  1050,  1062, 
J0«3,  1065,  1066,  1067,  1068,  1074,  1081 
1082,  1087,  1088,  1096,  1097,  1104  1167 
JJ75,  1190,  1195,  1207,  1216.  1498.  1506 
1632,  1533,  1534,  1535  ;  cl.  2,  1638,  1539. 
1541 ;  cl.  3,  1542,  1646,  1548,  1550  ;  el.  i, 
1663,  1586,  1687,  1588,  1589,  1592,  1593 
1594;  cl.  6,  1594,  1596,  1596,  1597     el.  7 

JfnJ'   ^^-  ^'  ^^'   ^'"^  ^^-^  1«03,  1604, 
1606 

Bvictions 
Bodyke— Police  Assistance,  1392 
County  SUgo— Case  of  Mullarkey,  1676 
County  Westmeath,  547 
Farms,  18,  175,  813 
Massereene  Estate,  1582 
Mungret,  1402 
Tenancies,  1403 

Fisheries 

Limerick  Water  Bailiff,  658 

Poaching  on  the  Shannon,  378 
Franchise  Assimilation,  801 
Godley  Estate  Tenantry,  1004, 1569 
Gun  Licences— Case  of  Mr.  Bracken,  566 
Infant  Insurance,  1124 

Labourers'  Cottages 
Dungannon,  1122 
Dunshaughlin,  1024 
Killough  Dispensary  District,  668 

Land-Grabbing     Denunciations  —  Limerick. 
670  ' 

Lights  Board  Contracts,  1404 

leant. 
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VoL  27. 

MOSLET,  Bight  Hon.  Johur^eatU. 

Longbonm,  Colonel,  and  Clanricaide  Affent. 
1390  ^ 

Lord  Lieatenancy  of  Limerick,  1264 

Lunatics  and  Lunatic  Asylums 
BelfiEut  Workhouse  Lunatics,  1258 
Carlow  Asylum,  366,  1401 
Inspectors'  Beport,  378, 1006 
Londondeny  Asylum,  1118,  1270 

Macfarlane,  H.  J.,  Case  of,  374 

Magistracy 
Clare— Mr.  Wakely,  1393 
Land  Agents  as  Magistrates,  1562 
Leitrim   County — Boman  Catholic  Magis- 
trates, 169 

Malicious  Burning  in  Gal  way,  1126 

Meath  (South)  Voting  List>  1244 

Model  Farms,  1250 

Naas  and  Newbridge    Police    Prosecutions, 
1386 

O'Callaghan,  Colonel— Threatening  Notices, 
1258 

Orange  Outrages— Case  of  the  Bev.  A.  B.  B- 
Young,  669 

Police 
Lunacy,  557 

Prosecutions  at  Athy,  1003 
Bight  of  Search,  808 

Poor  Law 
Administration  Irregularities,  163 
Newcastle  West  Board  of  Guardians,  24 
Outdoor  Belief  for  Evicted  Tenants,  19 

Poor  Bates 
Arrears  in  Boscommon  Union,  667 
Dublin  Collection,  1141 
South  Leitrim  Collections,  1126 

Prison-Made  Mats,  26 

Public  Meetings— Allied  Suppression  of  near 
Nenagh.  385 

Babies— Destruction  of  Animals,  &c.,  1578 

BathUn  Island 

County  Cess,  1124 

Voters,  1125 

Bichmond  Prison,  810 
Swine  Fever  in  the  Antrim  Union,  167 
Warrants  and  Summonses,  Issue  of,  1242 
Wexford  Grand  Jury— Mr.  Percival,  1564 
Wexford,  State  of,  1013 

Morocco 

BrUUh  RtiprewntatUm  at  R/tbat,    Q.  Mr. 
Gourley ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  30, 1246 

Hortgagees'  Costs  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  Neville ;  Bead  !•  July  18,  332 

Morton,  Mr.  A.  C,  Peterborough 

Bristol  Tramways  Bill,  Con.,  998 
Linn  of  Dee,  665,  1002 
London  Streets  and  Buildings  Bill,  Con.,  7 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill, 
Con.,  1373,  1380 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill. 
Con.,  1381  ^        ' 
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Morton,  Mr.  E.  J.  C,  Devonport 

.    £?icted  Tenaats  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
:aig  Com.,  tfZ.  1,1071 

Stonehoose  Naval  Oxdnance  Empltty^s,  1014 
^  Supply  -*  Dockyard    Employes   and    Ciyic 

OffioM,  1299,  1301 

MouLTON,  Mr.  J.  F.,  Hackney^  S, 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,  2R., 
885,  888 

MowBBAY,  Mr.  R.  6.  C,  Lancaskirey 
Prestwich 

■^'       Finance  Bill,  Con.,  58 

MuNDSLLA,  Right  Hon.  A.  J.,  Sheffield^ 
Brightside 
Merchant  Shipping  Bill,  Be-com.,  1362 

.^     MuBBAT,  Colonel  C.  W*,  Bath 

Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Yeterans,  317 
: :         Soldiers*  Workshops,  1393 

MuBBAT,  Mr.  A.  G.  Buteshire 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  102,  104 

Local  aovernment  (Scotland)  Bill,  1144 

Scotch  Law  Officers'  Salaries,  382 

^      Mussel  Scalps  (Scotlaiid)  Bill 

<T.  Withdrawn  July  19,  488 

Naoboji,  Mr.  D.,  Finshuryy  Central 

Colonel  Mitchell,  158,  558 

National  Gallery 

x  Purchase  of  Pictures,  Retv/m^  Q.  Dr.  Kenny  ; 

A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  July  27,  1140 

National    Gallery ^   Dublin   (see  under 
Ibsland) 

National  Telephone  Company  (see  under 
Post  Office) 

Hautioal  Assessors  (Scotland)  Bill 

^.Read  2*  July  16,116 

Con.  in  Com.  ;  Read  3®,  and  passed  July  24) 
895 
I.  Read  1*  July  26,  998 

Read2*  J"M2y  27, 1114 

Com.  July  30,  1236 

Reported,  &c.  July  31,  1367 

MAVY 

First  Lord— Earl  Spbnoibb 
Secretary — Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttlbwobth 
Civil  Lord— Mr.  B.  Robertson 
Australian    Station    Naval     Service — Dis- 
content,  Q.  Mr.  Gourley ;  A.  Sir  U.  Bjiy- 
Shuttleworth  July  30,  1268 

VOL.  XXVII.  [foubth  sbbies.]  [oowt. 


NA  rr— cont. 

Contracts 
Mant^acturing  Ooods  on  the  Premises  of 

the  Firm    Tendering^   Jte.j    Q.   Mr.    C. 

Shaw;    A.    Sir    U.    Eay.Shuttleworth 

July  19,  376 
Neio  Ships,  Return,  Qs.  Mr.  Maodonald, 

Captaih    Donelan  ;    As.   Sir    U.    Kay- 

Shattleworth  July  20,  666 

Coopers'  Wages  at  Dept/ord,  Q.  Mr.  Fisher  ; 
A.  Mr.  B.  Robertson  July  30,  1266 

Dockyards 
Employis  and  the   District  and  Parish 
Councils — References  to,  in  Debate  on 
Supply,  July  30, 1299,  &c. 
Wages,  Q.  Sir  G.  Baden-Powell ;  A.  Mr.  E. 
Robertson  July  30, 1264 

Engineers^  Examinations,  Q.  Mr.  Schwann; 

A.  Mr.  E.  Robertson  July  23,  671 
Explosives  ^Shipping  of  at  Plymouth,  Q.  Mr. 

Bartley  ;     A.    Sir    U.    Kay-Shuttleworth 

July  20,  547 
Oreenwich  Hospital  and  Tracers'  Founda- 
tion, Copy  pres.  July  17,  276 
Ounncrs'  Pay,  Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;    A.  Sir  U. 

Kay-Shattleworth  July  30,  1246 
Malta  Harbour,  Fever  at,  and  Sanitary  Con- 
dition of,  Q.  Captain  Grice-Hutchinson ; 

A.  Mr.  Buxton  July  17,  168;    Q.   Mr.  8. 

Leighton;    A.   Sir    U.    Kay-Shuttleworth 

Jidy  17,  171 
Stonehouse  Ordnance  Employ 4s,  Q.  Mr.  B.  J . 

C.  Morton  ;   A.  Mr.  B.  Robertson  July  26, 

1014 
Torpedo  Catcher  Flues,  Q.  Mr.  Gourley ;  A. 

&(ir  U.  Kay-Shuttleworth  July  30,  1244 
Training  Boys  for  Sea,  Q.  Sir  A.  Rollit ;  A, 

Mr.  Bryce  July  26,  1000 


Nbville,  Mr.  R.,  Liverpool^  Exchange 
Tramways  Oiders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill, 
Con.,  1377, 1379 

New  South  Wales 

Dihhs  Ministry,  Qs.  Mr.  H.  Heaton,  Mr.  W. 
Redmond ;  As.  Mr.  Buxton  July  31, 1406 

New  Zealand 
Fiscal  Policy,  Qs.  Mr.  Dixon,  Mr.  Hogan ; 

As.  Mr.  Buxton  July  19,  366 
Legislature,  Q.  Earl  of  Onslow  ;  A.  Marquess 

of  Ripon  July  30,  1236 

Newton  Abbot  fVorhhouse  Inquiry 

Q.  Sir  S.  Northcote ;   A.  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre 
July  27,  1117 

Nicaragua  Canal 
Qs.  Colonel  H.  Vincent,  Sir    E.   Harland ; 
As.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  16,  16 

Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P.,  Galway,  N^ 

Business  of  the  House,  282 
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NoBTHBROOK,  Earl  of 
Indian  Cotton  Duties,  628,  624 
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NoBTHCOTE,  Hon.  Sir  S^  Exeter 
Newton  Abbot  Workhouse  Inquiry,  1117 
Supply— Sir  Mortimer  Dnrand,  1S42 

Norton^  Captain  C.  W»,  Newingtan^  Ws 
Metropolitan    Police    Boots    Ckmtract,   28/ 

377 
Supply— Dockyard  Employ^  1303 

NoBTON,  Lord 
Licensing  Bill,  Pres.,  1110 

Hotioe  of  Aeoidents  Bill 

0.  Lords  Amendts.  con.,  and  agreed  to  ./WZy  19, 

487 
h  Boyal  Assent  July  20 

0*Bbien,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Tipperar^f  N. 

Irish  Public  Meetings,  Alleged  Suppression 
of,  386 

O'Bbibn,  Mr.  W.,  Cork 

ETicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2B.,  622,  633,  636,  636,  748,  771,  772 

Labourers'  Cottages  —  Dungannon  Union, 
1122 

0*Dbi800LL,  Mr.  F.,  Motiaghan^  S. 
Dominica— Sir  B.  Hamilton's  Beport,  1676 
Orange  Outrage— Case  of  the  Bev.  A.  B.  B. 
Toung,  699 

O'Kbeffs,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Limerick 

Lord  Lieutenancy  of  Limerick,  1264 

Onslow,  Earl  of 
Betterment —  Town     Improvements,    Select 

Com.  Beport,  362 
Boards  of  Conciliation  BiU,  833 ;  SB.,  1221 
New  Zealand  Legislature,  1236 

Ottawa  Conference  (see  under  Canada) 

Outdoor  Selief  (Friendly  SooietieB)  Bill 

;.  Boyal  Assent  July  20 

Pacific  Cable 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Morley  July  19, 


Parks 
Hyde,  Q.  Mr.  Spicer ;  A.  Mr.  H.  Gladstone 

Juiy  27, 1127 
JUcknumd^Brakes  in,  Q.  Mr,  F.  Frye;  A. 
Mr.  H.  Gladstone  July  20,  664 

{cant. 


PariU— coat. 

St.  Jamei%  Qs.  Mr.  J.  Bums,  Mr.  Plerpoint  | 
As.  Mr.  H.  Gladstone  July  19,  360 

Sand  Heapifor  Children,  Q/l  Mr.  Crosfield, 
Mr.  Tomlinson ;  As.  Mr.  *  H.  Gladstoae 
July  31, 1406 


larliamtnt 

LOBDS— 

Businest  oftke  House 
Standina   Order  XXXIX.  oon.  and  dis- 
pensed  with  July  30, 1221 

Officials*  Salaries 

Bef erences  to,  in  Debate  on  Supply.  July  30, 
1289,  &C. 

Rejection  of  Bills 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Keay ;  A.  Sir  W.  Haroourt  July  20, 
662 


Representative  Peers  for  Scotland 

Lerd  Jbrpkiekenand  Vieeount  Strathallan^ 
Certifieate  deUvwed  July  19,  S8S 

Viscount  Falkland  and  Lord  Ibrphicken, 
Minutes  of  Election  July  26,  963 

Sat  First 

July  19 — Lord  Forester 
Aug  A— Lord  Coleridge,  after  the  death 
of  his  father 

Took  the  Oatk 

July  19— Lord  V^aux  of  Harrowden 

COMMONS— 

Business  of  tke  House    and  Public 
Business 

July  IS-^Course  of  Publie  Bueinees  — 
MiniiteruU  Statement^  277 

July  19 — Puhlie  Business  —  Ministerial 
Statement  —  Motion  for  Ad* 
journment  of  the  House  (Sir 
M.  H.  Beach),  386 

July  20^Suspension  of  the  Twelve  o'Claek 
RuU,  Q.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  ;  A. 
Sir  W.  Harcourt,  665 

July  23— Q.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour ;  A.  Mr.  J* 
Morley,  673 

July  27— Q.  Mr.  Bartley ;  A.  Sir  W.  Har- 
court, 1146 

July  30— Obs.  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton, Mr.  J.  Lowthcr,  Mr. 
ChapUn,  Mr.  T.  W.  BusseU, 
1271 

July  Sl-^Procedur^  on  the  Edeted  Tenants 
ilreland")  Bill,  Bes.,  1409 
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PARZIAJfEyT^Cotnmom^ooTit. 

Avg  1  —  Qs.  and  Obe.  Mr.  Aken- 
Doagflas,  Mr.  T.  E.  Ellis,  Mr. 
Bartley,  Sir  H.  Maxwell,  Mr. 
Tomliiuon,  1555 

Days  Oneupled  hy  OovemmerU  and  by 
Private  MembSri,  Betum  ordered 
Jvly  31, 1495 


Committees 

Public  Accounts^  Reports  July  18,    832 ; 

July  31, 1498 
Public  Petitions,  Reports  July  18,  832 
Select  Committees,  Reium  ordered  July  26t 

1108 


Miscellaneous 

Acts  of  Parliament  J  Dilatory  Publieatufn 

of,  Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert 

July  19,  359 
A^ournmewt     Motions    under    Standing 

Order  17,  Return  ordered  July  26,  1108 
Closure  of  Debate  (Standing    Order  25), 

Return  ordered  Jidy  26,  1108 
Divisions  of  the  House,  Betum    ordered 

July  31,  1496 

Private  Bills,  Return  ordered   July  Sh 
1495 

Public    Bills,    Return   ordered    July   81 « 

1496 
Public  Petitions,  Return  ordered  July  81| 

1496 
Ventilation  of  the  Houses  t^  Parliament, 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  H.  Gladstone  July  30. 

1268 


Sittings   and  Adjournments   oj    the 
House 

Sittings    of  the    House,   Return   ordered 

July  31,  1496 
Suspension    of  the    Twelve  o'clock    Rule 

-—Evicted      Tenants     {Ireland)      Bill, 

July  20,663 


Parliamentary  Elections 

Empenses,  Q.   Mr.  J.  Rowlands ;   A.  Sir  W« 

Harcourt,rWy  18,  277 
Polling  Districts  (^Huddersjield) — Copy  ores. 

July  19,  488 


Paroohial  Electors  (Eegiftration  Acoe. 
kration)  Bill 

L  Read  2*  July  19,  334 

Com. ;  Reported ;  and  Re*com.  to  Standing, 

Com.  July  20,  537 
Reported  July  24,  790 
Amendts.  reported  July  26,  99S 
Read  8*,  and  passed  Ji»Zy  27, 1116 
e.  Iiords  Amendts.  con.  and  agreed  to  July  27f 
1^18  • 

I.  Royal  Assent  July  31 


Passenger  Steamers  (see  under  Merchant 
Shipping) 

Patent  Agents  Bill 

c.  Select  Com.  Special  Report  July  26,  962 
Reported  without  Amendts.  July  26,  952 

Patent  Agents  Begistration  Bill 

e.  Reported,  &c.  July  25,  952 

Paul,  Mr.  H.  W.,  Edinburgh,  S. 

Forth  at  Cruickness,  Pollution  of,  1569 
Poet  Laureateship,  178 

Paulton,  Mr.  J.  M.,  Durham^  Bishop 
Auckland 

Industrial    Schools    Bill,  2R.,    1363 ;   Com., 

1492 
Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  807 

Pbase,   Mr.    J.    A.,    Northumberland^ 
Tyneside 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  806 
Supply— African  Affairs,  1336,  1838 

Pease,  Sir  J.   W.,  Durham,   Barnard' 
Castle 

Business  of  the  House,  287 

Peebles  Poot  Pavements    Proyisional 
Order  BiU 

c.  Reported  July  18,  331 

Read  3**,  and  passed  July  19,  487 
I.  Read  1*  July  20,  537 

Peel,  Right  Hon.  A.  W.  (see  Speaker^ 
The) 

Period  of  Qnaliflcation  and  Elections 
BiU 

c.  Withdrawn  July  18,  332 

Persia 

Sir  M.  Durand,  Appointment  of^  References 
to,  in  Debate  on  Supply,  July  30, 1340,  Ac. 

Petroleum  Select  Committee 
Report  July  27,  1219 

Pickersgill,     Mr.    E.    H.,    Bethnal 
Green,  S.W. 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,  2R.,  870^ 

871,  890 
Habitual  Inebriates,  26 
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Pictorial  Advertisements^  Importation  of 

Q.  Mr.  Farquharson ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  20, 
648 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
BiUs 

afo.2) 

I,  Boyal  Assent  July  20 

<Bro.3) 

I,  Read  3%  and  passed  July  16, 1 
Boyal  Assent  July  20 

(No.  4) 

I,  Read  8»,  and  passed  July  16,  1 
Royal  Assent  /u/^  20 

PiERPOiNT,  Mr.  R.,  Warrington 

Army—Gymnastic  Instructors,  666 
London  Parks,  361 

PiNKBRTON,  Mr.  J.,  Galway 

Londonderry  Asylum,  1118 

Places  of  Worship  (Sites)  Bill 

c.  Withdrawn  July  23,  788 

PLAYFAIR,  Lord  (Lord  in  Waiting) 
Boards  of  Conciliation  Bill,  3R.,  1221 

Poet  Laureateship 
Qs.  Mr.  D.  Thomas,  Mr.  Paul,  Mr.  W.  R. 
iShaw,  Mr.  Macfarlane  ;  As.  Sir  W.  Harooort 

July  17, 179 

J^olice  (see  under  title  Law  and  Justice 
and  Police) 
(For  Scotch  and  Irish  questions  tee  under 
titles  Scotland  and  Ibblakd) 

Polling  Districts  {Huddersfield) 
Copy  pres.  July  19,  488 

Poor  Law  (see  under    Local    Govern- 
ment Board) 
(For  Scotch  and  Irish  Questions  tee  under 
titles  Scotland  and  Ibslakd) 

Poor   Law   XTnion    Officers    (Ireland) 
Superannuation  Bill 

c.  Withdrawn  July  23,  788 

POST  OFFICE 

Postmaster  General— Mr.  Arnold  Moblet 
Australian   MaiU  and   the    United    States 

RiotSj  Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Morley 

July  19,  364 
Brynm^uyr  —  Mr.      Isaac     and    Political 

Organisationsy  Q.  Mr.  S.  Leighton  ;  A.  Mr. 

A.  Morley  July  17, 160 

[o0fU, 


POST  OFFICE-'Cont. 
Cloisifieationt  Q.  Viscount  Wolmer ;  A.  Mr. 

A  Morley  July  26,  1010 
Coldbath  Fields  Money  Order  Office,  Qs.  Mr. 

Halsey,  Sir  A.  RolUt,  Mr.  DarUey ;  As.  Mr. 

A.  Morley  July  27,  1120 ;   Q.  Mr.  B.  H. 

Bayley  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Morley  Aug  2, 1582 
Envelopes,  Q.  Mr.  Griillth-Boeeawen  ;  A.  Mr. 

A.  Morley  July  80, 1252 
Irish  Questions  (see  under  title  Ibblakd) 
Letter  Bowes  on  Trains,  Q.  Mr.  H.  Haftton  ; 

A.  Mr.  A.  Morley  July  27, 1127 
National   Telephone  Company,  Qs.    Mr.    H* 

Foster,   Mr.   Laboucheie.   Mr.  H.  Ueaton> 

Mr.  Hanbury  ;  As.  Mr.  A.  Morley  July  27, 

1134 ;  Q.  Mr.  H.  Foster  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Morley 

/«Zy31,1895 
Pacifie  Cable  Route.  Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr- 

A.  Morley  July  19,  363 
Penny  Postage  and  the  Colonies,  Qs.  Captain 

Sinclair,    Mr.    H.   Heaton ;    As.    Mr.    A. 

Morley  July  31,  1397 
Post     Cards  —  Re  ad  dressing,    Q.    Mr.    W. 

WhiteUw  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Morley  July  19,  880 
Rural  Poxtnum,  Q.  Mr.   Hogan;  A.  Mr.  A. 

Morley  July  31, 1387 
Saleombe   Ferry  ^Carrying     Postmen   and 

Mails,  Q.  Mr.  Mildmay ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Morley 

Juljf  26, 1025 
Seoteh  Questions  (see  under  title  SOOTLAHD) 

Telegraphs 
Central  Office  Promotions,  Q.  Mr.  M'Cartan; 

A.  Mr.  A.  Morley  July  26,  1014 
CoasH  Communication  between  Start  Bay 

and  Dartmouth,    Q.    Mr.  Mildmay;   A. 

Mr.  A.  Morley  July  26,  1028 
Lvterpool  Clerks"  Grievances,  Q.  Mr.  W. 

Long ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Morley  July  81, 1392 
Mistakes    in    Transmission,    Qs.    Sir    O. 

Osborne  Morgan,  Mr.  Bartley  ;  As.   Mr. 

A.  Morley  July  16, 16 
Wales^AppointmenU,    Q.    Mr.    Spicer;  A^ 
Mr.  A.  Morley  July  30,  1260 

Powell,  Sir  F.  S.,  fVigan 

Church  Patronage  Bill,  Con.,  330 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Billt 

Com.,  1179 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  43,  46 
Industrial  Schools  Bill,  2B.,  1368 
Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  BUI,  2B.,  831 

Supply 
Home  Office,  1305 
Rating  of  Government  Property,  1285 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Childreii  BiU 

I,  Read  3*,  with  Amendts.  July  17,  167 

c.  Lords  AmendU.  con.  and  agreed  to  July  19» 

487 
I.  Royal  Assent  July  20 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Kll 

U  Free..  Lord  Herschell ;  Read  1*  July  19,  367 
Read  2*  July  23,  646 
Reported  July  26,  997 
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Prewntion  of  Criuilty  to  Children  BUl—oont. 

Com.  July  27,  1116 

AmendtB.  reported  July  30,  1236 

Bead  3%  and  passed  July  31, 1366 
<r.  Read  l*»Ji*Zy  31,  1493 

2R.  deferred  Aug  2,  1662 

Prison-Made   Goods  (see  under   Trade, 
Board  of) 

Prisons  (see  under  title  Law  and  Justice 
and  Police) 

Private  Bills 

Returns  ordered  July  31,  1495 

Prize  Courts  Bill 

c.  2R.  deferred  July  25,  950  ;  July  26,  1105 
Read  2°  July  30,  1364 
Con.  in  Com.,  R.P.  July  31,  1494 

Provident  Association  of  London 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Collings  ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  19, 
367 

Public  Accounts   Committee  (see  under 
Parliament —  Committees) 

Public  Bills 

Return  ordered  July  31,  1496 

Public  Income  and  Expenditure 

Return  pres.  July  20,  644 

Public  Libraries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill 

c.  Reported    from    Select  Com.  and    Re-com. 
July  17,  275 
Con.  in  Com.,  R.P.  July  23,  784 
Con.  in  Com.  and   Reported ;  Read  3»,  and 
passed  July  24,  896 
L  Read  l"  July  26,  998 
Read  2»  J»*Zy  27,  1115 
Com.  July  30,  1234 
Reported,  &c.  July  31,  1367 

Public  Libraries  (Scotland)  Bill 

I,  Royal  Assent  July  20 

Public  Petitions 

Return  ordered  July  31,  1496 

Quarries  Bill 

L  Reported  from  the  Standing  Com.  July  17, 
167 
Read  3*,  and  passeij  July  23,  655 
t\  Read  1«  July  31,  1493 


QuiLTER,  Mr,  W.  C,  Suffolk,  Sudhurtf 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  39 
Irish  Prison-Made  Mats,  26 

Rabat 
British  IUvresewtati4}n  at,  Q.  Mr.  Gourley  | 
A.  Sir  B.  Grey  July  30, 1245 

Rabies 
Muzzling  for  Canine  Rabies^  Q.   and  Obs. 
Earl  of  RoBse,  Lord  Ribblesdale  July  23, 
647 

Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Bill 

c.  Com.  deferred  Aug  2, 1660 

Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Bill 

Qs.  Mr.  Dodd,  Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  Sir  A.  RoUit; 
As.  Mr.  Bryce  July  26,  1019;  Qs.  Mr. 
Tomlinson  ;  As.  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Mr. 
Bryce  Aug  2,  1585 

Railways 

Accidents— Board  of  Trade\Report8,  Q,  Mr. 

Channing;  A.  Mr.  Bryce  J«*/y  16,  17 
Hour 9  of  Labour— Great  Eastern  Railway, 

Q.  Mr.  A.  Grove :   A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  17, 

170 
Letter  Boxes  on  Trains,  Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton  ; 

A.  Mr.  A.  Morley  July  27,  1127 
Preferences  to   Traders,    Q.  Mr.  Jacks  ;    A. 

Mr.  Bryce  July  17,  169 
Return  pres.  July  24,  896 
Scotch  and  Irish  Questiotis  (see  under  titles 

Scotland  and  Ireland) 

Ran  DELL,  Mr.  D.,   Glamorgan,   Gower 
Wales— Trade   Dispute  and   the   Police,  22 » 
177,  380 

Rasch,  Major  F.  C,  Essex,  S.E. 

Brentwood  School  Scandals,  1121 
Discharged  and  Reserve  Soldiers,  Employ- 
ment of,  29 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  58 
Supply -Dr.  Grigsby,  1490 

Rates,  Non-Payment  of—Imprisonment 
for 
Q.  Mr.  Hopwoal ;   A.  Mr.  Asqnith  July  23f 
664 

Rathbonb,    Mr.    W.,    Carnarvonshire, 
Arfon 

Business  of  the  House — Procedure  on  the 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
Res.,  1437 

RE  AY,  Lord  (Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  India) 
Indian  Cotton  Duties,  507,  512,  613        t 
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Eedmond,  Mr.  J.  E.,  WcUerJord 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill 

1144  ;  Com.,  cl.  1,  1518  ;  cU  4,  1598 
Gun  Licences  in  Ireland— Mr.  Bracken,  556 

Redmond,  Mr.  W.  H.  K.,  Clare,  E. 

'  Business  of  the  House,  286,  287, 289 
Evicted  Tenants  (Iceland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R.,  693,  748 ;    Com.,  cl.   1,   1524,    1531  ; 
el.  3,  1549 ;  cL  4,  1690,  1592, 1594 

Ireland 
Boclyke  Evictions— Police  Assistance,  1392 
Clare  Magistracy— Mr.  Wakely,  1393 
De  Freyne  Estate,  661 
Police— Right  of  Search,  808 

New  South  Wales— Dibbs  Ministry,  1407 

HEID,  Sir  R.  T.  (Solicitor  General), 
Dumfries,  S^c, 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R.,  723,  725;  Com.,  cl.  1,  1032,  1035, 
1070,  1086,  1086,  1088,  1163,  1169,  1163, 
1174,  1185,  1186,  1199,  1533,  1535;  ol.  3, 
1541,  1543,  1550  ;  ol.  4,  1552  ;  cL  7, 1599  ; 
New  cl.,  1600,  1601,  1602 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  56,  66,  79,  81,  86,  88,  91, 
93,  96,  97, 101 

Prize  Courts  Bill,  2R.,  1106 

Religiotis  Intolerance  in  Hyde  Park 
Q.    Mr.    W.   Johnston;     A.     Mr.    Asquith 
July  30,  1267 

Rensuaw,  Mr.  C.  B.,  Renfrew,  W, 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Bill,  1565 

Rentoul,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Doton,  E. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R.,  603 

Representative  Peers  for  Scotland  (see 
under  Parliament — Lords) 

RiBBLESDALE,  Lord 

Muzzling  for  Canine  Rabies,  660 

Richmond  Park,  Brakes  in 
Q.    Mr.   F.    Frye;    A.    Mr.    H.    Gladstone 
July  20,  554 

RIGBY,  Sir  J.  (Attorney  General), 
Forfar 

'  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
Com.,  ol,  1,  1156,  1166,  1536 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  66,  68.  71,  102 
Oovemment  Newspaper  Publications,  805 
London  Police  Magistrates— Case  of  Eliza- 
beth Saunders,  1143 
Mitchell,  Colonel  £.— Case  of,  664 
Wills  in  Welsh  Language,  1409 

RIPON,   Marquess  of   (Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies) 
New  Zealand  L^^lature,  1236 


Bayers  Pollution  Prevention  Bill 

c,  2R.  deferred  July  18,  831 

Roberts  of  Eandahab,  Lord 

Indian  Cotton  Duties,  610 

Roberts,   Mr.   J.    B.,  Carnarvonshire, 
Eifion 

WilU  in  Welsh  Language,  1408 

Egberts,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Denbighshire,  fV, 

Denbighshire  Intermediate  Education  Scheme, 
1136 

ROBERTSON,  Mr.  E.  (Civil  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty),  Dundee 
Coopers*  Wages  at  Deptford,  1267 
Dockyards,  Wages  in,  1264 
Engineers*  Examinations,  671 
Stonehouse  Ordnance  Employ^,  1014 

Robinson,  Sir  T.,  Gloucester 

Great  Western  and  Midland  Bailway  Com- 
panies Bill,  2R.,  543 

Roche,  Mr.  J.,  Galway,  E, 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill» 

Com.,  cl.  1,  1523 
Ireland 

Clanricarde  Agent,  1388, 1390 

Clanricarde  Estate,  1253 

RoLLiT,  Sir  A.  K.,  Islington,  S, 

Balfour,  Jabez— Extradition  of,  553 

Coldbath  Fields  Money  Order  Office,  1121 

Commercial  Treaties,  552, 1288 

Conciliation  Bills,  381 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
Com.,  cl.  4,  1589  :  cl.  6,  1597 ;  New  cU., 
1604 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  34 

Great  Western  and  Midland  Railway  Com- 
panies Bill,  2R.,  541 

Ottawa  Conference  Report,  382 

Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Bill,  1019  ;  Con., 
1660 

Siam,  Affairs  of,  552 

Supply — Rating  of  Government  Property, 
1276,  1286 

Training  Boys  for  Bea,  ICOO 

Unification  of  London  Report,  381 

ROSEBERY,  Earl  of  (First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  and  Loid  President  of 
the  Council) 
Aliens  Bill,  2R.,  117, 122,  156,  137,  139,  140 
Betterment — ^Town     Impr)yement8,     Select 

Com.  Report,  348,  349,  ?52 
British  Museum  (PurchaFe  of  Land)  Bill,  2R., 

1366 
Finance  Bill,  IR.,  363 
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Ross,  Earl  of 

Muzzling  for  Canine  Rabies,  647 

Ross,  Mr.  J.,  Londonderri/ 

Ireland 

Drainage  Loans,  1564 
Londonderry  Barracks,  15G1 

Rowlands,  Mr,  J.,  Finsbury^  E, 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,  2R.,  882 
Parliamentary  Elections  Expenses,  277 
Supply— Rating    of   Government    Property. 

1279 
Tower  Bridge  Return,  »05 

Royal  Liver  Friendly  Society 
Q.  Mr.  Jacks  ;  A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  July  27, 
1119 

RUSSELL,  Mu.  G.  W.  E.  (Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment), North  Beds, 
Building  Societies,  Return,  1582 

Russell,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Tyrone^  S, 
Business  of  the  House,  285 
Procedure  on  the  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland) 
Arbitration  Bill,  Res.,  1445 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R..  429,  631,  699,  716,  722,  723;  Com., 
cl.  1.  1043,  10.-.2.  1062,  1063,  1066,  1075, 
1082,  1089,  1104,  1146,  1160,  1164,  1178, 
1190 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration 
[Guarantee  and  ExjKinseB],  Com.,  1105 

Ireland 
Evicted  Farms,  18,  175,  812 
Evicted  Tenants— Out<loor  Relief,  19 
Malicious  Burning  in  Gahvay,  1126 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Bill,  2R.. 

1663 
Sup[)ly — Civil  List  Pensions,  1297 

Rutland,  Duke  of 
Finance  Bill,  2R.,  974  ;  Com.,  1109 

St,  Jameses  Park 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  Burns,  Mr.  Pierpoint;  As.  Mr.  H. 
Gladstone  July  19,  360 

St,  Katherine^s  Hospital^  Regents  Park 
Q.  Mr.  Cremer ;  A.  Mr.  F.  S.  Stevenson  Avg  2> 
1571 

Salisbury,  Marqaess  of 
Aliens  Bill,  2R.,  132,  135,  137,  139,  140,  146, 

147 
Betterment  —  Town    Impravoments,    Select 

Com.  Report,  840,  349 
Finance  Bill,  IR.,  353,  354,  355,  356;  3R., 

1222,  1232,  1234 


Samoa  n  s- 

ExiUd  Samoam,  Q.  Mr.   Hogan ;  A.  Six  £. 
Grey  July  :U,  1386 


Sandhurst,  Lord 
Uniforms  Bill,  2R.,  1366 


Saunders,  Mr.   W.,  Newington^   fVal- 
worth 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,  2R.,  915 
Lonl  Walsingham's  Cottage  Tenantry,  1018 


Saunderson,  Colonel  E.  J.,  Armagh^  Nm 
Business   of   the  House— Procedure  on  the 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

Res.,  1438,  1441 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

2R.,  435,  694,  695  ;  Com.,  rl.  1,  1053,  1189, 

1190,1200,1202 


Savings  Banks  (Societies)  Bill 

c.  Withdrawn  July  16,  115 

Schwann,  Mr.  C.  E.,  Manchester ^  N, 
Armenian  Prisoners,  1407 
Dismissal  of  Police  Officer  Kemp,  21 
Naval  Engineers*  Examinations,  671 


SCOTLAND 

Secretary  for— Sir  G.  0.  Trevelyan 
Lord  Advocate— Mr.  J.  B.  Balfoub 

Ayrnhire  Seeotidary  Edv^ation  Grant  (see 

sub-heading  Educatioti) 
lierwicJinhire  Inland  llerenve  BuJtin^fSSf  Q. 

Mr.  Jacks :  A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  July  31, 

1396 
Jirarery^  Treaxury  Apprrriathm  of— Case  of 

McNicoll,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Whitelaw ;  A.  Sir  O. 

Trevelyan  July  26,  1005 
Coal    Strike,   Qs.    Mr.  Wasou,    Mr.  Stuart- 

Wortley,  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Mr.  H.  Smith  ;  As. 

Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  Asquith  July  26,  1016 

Crofters 

Tiree—ErectUmofa  March  Dyke,  Q.  Sir  D. 
Macfarlane;  A.  Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour 
July  19,  369 

Dog  Licence  Prosecution — Case  of  Donald 
Macrae,  Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert 
July  16,  23 

£ducaticn 
Ayr  County  CommitteeSeoandary  Orant, 
Qs.  Mr.  Birkmyre ;  As.  Sir  G.  Trevolyan 
July  16,  25  ;  July  19,  366 
Dunnet  School  Board,  Q.  Dr.  Clark;   A. 
Sir  G.  Trevelyan  Aug  2, 1558 

Feus  and  Building  Leases,  Select  Oom. 
Report  Julp  86, 1008 
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tiih&ries 
Hatchery  at  Campbeltown  Loch,  Q.  Mr. 

Birkmyre ;  A.  Sir  G.  Trevelyan  June  28, 

665 
Loeh  Fyne—Sunday  Fishing,  Q.   Sir  D. 

Macfarlane ;  A.  Sir  G.  Trevelyan  ^w^v  26. 

1016  *     * 

Looh  TarheH,  Q.  Sir  D.  Macfarlane:   A 

Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour  July  30,  1262 
Oban  Pro$€cutimt8,  Q.  Sir  D.  Macfarlane : 

A.  Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour  July  SO,  1261 
Trawling,  Q.   Dr.  Macgregor;   A.  Sir  G. 

Trevelyan  July  16,  27 

Forth  at  Cruicknets,  Pollution  of,  Q.  Mr.  Paul  • 

A.  Mr.  Bryce  Aug  2,  1569  * 

Lanarkshire    Mining     AcdiderU,     Qs.     Mr 

.     Caldwell ;   As.  Mr.  Asquith  July  16,  23 ; 

July2Q,lQU  if       ^        ^ 

Law  Officers'  Salaries,  Q.  Mr.  G.  Murray ; 

A.  Sir  W.  Harcourt  July  19,  382 
,  Umi  of  Dee,  Qs.  Mr.  A.  C.  Morton  ;    As.  Sir 

G.  Trevelyan  July  23,  665 ;  July  26, 1002 
Lunacy  Report,  Qs.  Mr.  Harrington  ;  As.  Sir 

G.  Trevelyan  July  19,  377  ;  Q.  Dr.  Kenny ; 

A.  Sir  G.  Trevelyan  July  26,  1006 
Police— Perth   OUy,  Qs.  Mr.  W.  Whitelaw, 

Viscount  Wolmer,  Mr.  Hunter  :  As.  Sir  G. 

Trevelyan  July  26,  1006 
Post   Office,  Perth,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Whitelaw  :  A. 

Mr.  A.  Morley  July  24,  801 
Railways 

Fort  William  Station,  Q  Dr.  Macgiegor  • 
A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  30,  1253  ' 

Serva/fUs    Hours  of  Labour,  Q.   Mr.  W. 
Whitelaw ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  24,  791 
Svtherlandshire    Insanitary    Dwellings     Q 

Mr.  Weir;   A.  Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour  July  BO, 

1255 

Sea  Fisheries  (Shell  Fish)  Bill 

I.  Reported  from  Standing  Com.  July  17, 157 
Read  3%  and  passed  July  19,  357 
Royal  Assent  July  20 


Select  Committees 

Return  ordered  (Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis)  July  26. 
1108  "^        ^       ' 

Seton-Karr,  Mr.  H.,  St.  Helen's 

Egypt,  Sanitary  Condition  of,  672 

Settled  Land  Act  (1882)  Amendment 
Bill 

0,  Intro.,  Mr.  Cozeus-Haidy ;  Read  1°  July  18, 
332 

Withdrawn  ^1^7  1,  1554 

Sexton,  Mr.  T.,  Kerrj^,  N. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
??:i  ^^^ '  ^^™'  ^^-  ^>   1^'^S»  1066,  1066, 
Jo?J'  J^^^'  ^^^2'  1161»  11«3,  1187,  1209 
1210,  1211,  1498,  1533,  1534,  1585.  1536 
el  2   1536.  1539,  1541  ;  cl,   3,  1544,  1645 

J«oI»  \ll^»  ^^*^»  ^^°1  J  ^^-  *•  ^^^'^  1S87 
1588,  1691 ;  cl.  6,  1596,  1697  ;  cl.  7,  1698  ; 
cl.  8,  1600  ;  A^tfic  els.,  1603,  1604,  1605 

[cent. 


Skxton,  Mr.  T,-~eone. 
Ireland 
Clanricarde  Agent,  1388 
Female  Assistant  Teachers,  1258 
Lunatics  in  Belfast  Workhouse,  1268 
Roscommon   County  School  Acoommoda* 
tion,  657 

Shaw,  Mr.  C.  E.,  Stafford 
Navy  Contracts,  376 

Sham  %  Mr.  W.  R.,  Halifax 

Poet  Laureateship,  179  * 

Siam 

Affairs  of,  Qs.  Sir  A.  Rollit,  Sir  E.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett ;  As.  Sir  E.  Grey  July  20,  651 

French  Occupation  at  Chantabun,  Qs.  Mr* 
Curzon,  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  As.  Sir  B.  Grey 
July  17,  166  ^ 

Franco-Siamese  Question,  Q.  and  Obs.  Lord 
Lamington,  Earl  of  Kimberley  July  19, 
393 
(References    to,    in    Debate   on    Suifply^ 
July  30,  1348,  &c.) 

Sierra  Leone  (see  under  Africa) 

Sinclair,  Captain  J.,  Dumbartonshire 

Penny  Postage  and  the  Colonies,  1397 

Sittings  of  the  House 
Return  ordered  July  81,  1496 

Smith,  Mr.  Harry,  Falhirh,  ^c. 

Scotland— Coal  Strike,  1017 

Smith,  Mr.  S.,  Flintshire 
Halkyn  Mountain  Quarries,  160 
Massage  Scandals,  663 
Pauper  Children,  1239 

Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.,  Strand,   West- 
minster 

Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)   Bill,   2R., 
874,876  ' 

Snape,  Mr.  T.,  Lancashire,  S.E.,  Hey- 
wood 

Business  of  the  House,  285 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Billr 
1375,  1376 

Solent  Explosion 

Q.  Sir  G.   Baden-Powell ;    A.  Mr.   Asquith 
July  30,  1265 


Solicitor  General — Sir.R 
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South  Kensington — Science  and  Art 
Department 

Kemington    Local    Uxa/ni/uUionSj    Q.    Mr* 
Diamond ;  A.  Mr.  Acland  July  20,  560 

&9tAljitVf  (Tflf  (Ri^HT  Hon.  Arthur 
Wellesley  Peel),  Warwick  and 
Leamington 

CommitteeSy  Instructions  to 

The  Instr.  for  the  division  of  the  Bill 
Qlhioted  TeruttUn  (^Ireland)  Arbitration 
BiU)  into  two  parts  was  not  in  Order. 
An  Instr.  was  necessary  before  a  Bill 
could  be  divided;  but  the  question 
whether  such  an  Instr.  could  be  moved 
depended  upon  the  nature  of  the  Bill, 
and  whether  the  Instr.  could  properly 
perform  the  operation  or  not  July  26, 
1028 

Miscellaneous  Rulings,  1381,  1567 

Rules  and  Order  of  Debate 

The  Amendt.  being  similar  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer's,  the  Member 
should  raise  the  discussion  on  that 
Amendt.  In  point  of  Order  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  have 
precedence  July  16,  109 

Lords  Amendts.  to  Commons  Amendts. — A 
general  objection  to  the  Bill  could  not 
be  taken  at  that  stage  July  24,  791 

The  clock  was  striking  12,  and  no  discus- 
sion could  take  place  upon  the  Order 
(211.^  Oroftert*  Holdings  Bill),  July  80, 
1361 

Private  Members  moving  Government  Bills 
Aug  1,  1553 

A  Member  could  not  move  the  clause 
standing  in  the  name  of  another  Member 
Aug  2,  1605 

Motion  to  add  words  to  an  Amendt.  that 
had  been  withdrawn — The  Member  could 
bring  up  the  words  as  a  separate  Amendt. 
Aug  2,  1643 

Titles  of  Bills 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration 
Bill— A  Bill  had  always  two  titles  :  the 
long  title  was  the  governing  title  of  the 
Bill,  and  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
measure  according  to  the  long  title ;  the 
short  title  which  appeared  on  the  Order 
Book  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  marginal 
note  at  the  end  of  the  Bill  July  19,  424 


Spencer,  Mr.  Ernest,  West  Bromwich  - 
Canal  Tolls  and  Charges  Provisional  Order 
(No.  4)  Bill,  Con.,  1368,  1369 

Spicer,  Mr.  A.,  Monmouth,  Sfc, 
'Hyde  Park,  1127 
Post  Office  Appointments  in  Wales,  1250 


Spirits,  Imported    (see    ander    Trader 
Board  of) 


Stamp  Duty  (see  under  title  Customs, 
Excise,  and  Inland  Revenue) 


Statute  Law  Revision  and  Consolida^ 
tion  Bills 

Joint  Committee,  Reports  July  20,  536,  544  ; 
July  25,  952  ;  Additions  to  Com.  July  27, 
1116;  July  31,  1494 


Statute  Law  Sevision  Bill 

I,  Read  2*  July  16,  2 


STEVENSON,  Mr.  F.  S.  (Parliamentary 
Charity  Commissioner),  Suffolk^ 
Eye 

Kettering  Charities,  802 

St.  Katherine's  Hospital,  1571 

Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.,  Kirkcudbright 

Business  of  the  Hoase,  287 
Tubercnlosis  Commission,  Report,  549 


Storey,  Mr.  S.,  Sunderland 

Supply — District    and  Parish  Councils  and 
Government  Employ^,  1302,  13Q4 


Straits  Settlements 
Military  Contribtetiony  Q.  Mr.   H.  Heaton ; 
A.    Mr.   Campbell  -  Bannerman   July    26t 
1015;    Qs.    Mr.    W.    Johnston,    Mr.    H. 
Heaton  ;  As.  Mr.  Buxton  July  27, 1117 


Stuart,  Mr.  J.,  Shoreditch,  Hoxton 
Equalisation  of  Rates  (London)  Bill,  2R.,  884, 

835 
London    Streets  and    Buildings    Bill,    Con.» 
11,  12 


Sullivan,  Mr.  D.,  Westmeath,  S. 

Ireland 
Castletown  Dispensary  Residence,  162 
Evictions  in  County  Westmeath,  547 


Sullivan,  Mr.  T.  D.,  Donegal,  W. 

Ireland— Cruitt  Harbour,  159 

Superannuation  Act^  1887 
Copy  pre..  Jnlj,  17^27$  ^^  ^^  GoOglc 


Sup] 
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Anny  Ustimates  (see  that  title)    . 
Civil   Services   And   Revenue    Dbpabt- 

HENTS. 

Vote  on  Account,  1894-5, 

£3, 583,150— Com.,  Jtdy  30,  1273  ;  Amendts, 
(Sir  A.  Rollit'g) — Rating  of  Oovemmewt 
PropeHy,  1277;  Withdrawn;  (Mr. 
Bartley'fl)  —  Civil  Ligt  Pemions,  1291 ; 
*  IHvinaii,  1298 ;  (Commander  Bethell's)^ 
Anglo-Belgitm  Agreenwnty  1310 ;  With- 
drawn;  (Mr.  Curzon's)— JVw^^»  Qffieet 
1351 ;  Withdrawn ;  Original  Question 
agreed  to  ;  Report  JuXy  31, 1447  ;  Amendt. 
(Colonel  H.  Vincent's) — Matahelelcmd  and 
Mashonaland  Agreement,  Jf-c,  1484  ;  Nega- 
tived ;  Vote  agreed  to 


Supreme  Court  (Officers)  Bill 

o.  Withdrawn  July  18,  332 


Surveyors  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  Withdrawn  July  18,  331 
Swaziland  (see  under  Africa) 

SwEETMAN,   Mr.  J.,   Wicklow^  E, 

Supply— Wicklow  Harbour,  1287 

Talbot,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Oxford  University 

Anderby  Church  School,  Lincolnshire,  1261 
Education  Grants  for  Rural  Districts,  560 
Feckenham  National  School,  661 


Temple,  Sir  R,,  Surrey^  Kingston 

Army  Estimates— War  Office   Salaries,  &c., 

297 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.,cL  1,  1071,  1072,  1074,  1179 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  82,  114  ;  3R.,  230 
General  Register  Office,  1012 
India 

Forest  Service  Department,  1400 

Supply 
British  East  Africa  Company,  &c.,   1328, 

1331,  1332 
Pamirs,  &c.,  1356 
Rating   of   Government    Property,    1282, 

1283 
Transvaal — British  Subjects  in,  &c.,  1465, 

1467,  1474 


Teheran 

Sir   Mortimer    /)Mm»<i— References    to,  in 
Debate  on  Supply,  July  30,  1340,  &c. 


Telegraphs  (see  under  Post  Office) 
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Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.,  Merthyr  Tydvil 

Coal  Dust  Explosions,  1007 
Colliery  Explosion  in  Wales— Mr.  Boskill,  176 
^Department  of  Mines,  800 
Inspectors  of  Mines,  176,  1570 
Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  792 
Mining  Fatalities—Inquiries,  800 
Poet  Lanreateship,  178 

Thornton,  Mr.  P.  M.,  Clapham 

Army  Estimates— War  Office  Clerks,  297 
Business  of  the  House,  1271 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  46 

Tobago 
Bevenue  of,  Q.  Colonel  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr* 
Buxton  July  24,  807 

ToMLiNSON,  Mr.  W.  E.  M.,  Preston 

Agriculture,  Journal  for,  379 

Building  Societies  (No.  2)  BUI,  Con.,  1624, 

1649,  1655 
Business  of  the  House,  1556 
Coal  Mines  (Check  Weigher)  Bill,  2R.,  1662 
Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  792 
Parks— Sand  Heaps,  1406 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Bill,  2B., 

1663 
Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Bill,  1585 
Supply — Mines  Inspectors,  1459 
Transvaal— British  Subjects,  &c.,  804,  1574 

Tower  Bridge,  Return 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Rowlands  ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  24 
805 

TowNSEND,  Mr.  C,  Bristol^  N, 
Bristol  Tramways  Bill,  Con.,  999 

TBADE,  BOARD  OF 

President— Mr.  Bryce 

Secretary— Mr.  T.  Burt 
Billingsgate    Tolltt,    Q.   Mr.  H.  Foster;  A. 

Mr.  Bryce  July  27,  1133 
Cofi^Uiation  Bills,  Q.  Sir  A.  Rollit ;  A.  Mr. 

Bryce  July  19,  381 
Derelicts  (see  that  title) 
Foreign  Prison-Made  Brushes,   Q.   Colonel 

H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  SO,  1240 
Oerman   Prison-Made    Goods — Importation 

into  England,  Q.  Colonel  H.  Vincent ;  A. 

Sir  E.  Grey  July  20,  545 
Merchant  Shipping  (see  that  title) 
Pictorial  Advertisements,  Importation  of,  Q. 

Mr.  Farquharson ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  20, 

548 
*•  Provident  Association  of  London"  Q.  Mr. 

J.  Ceilings ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  19,  367 
Railways  (see  that  title) 
Spirits,    Imparted,    Q.   Mr.   Field;    A.  Mr. 

Bryce  July  24,  793 
Tower  Bridge,  Return,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Rowlands  f 

A.  Mr.  Bryce  July  24,  805 
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Trade  Reports  (^Annual  Series) 
Copies  pres.  July  31,  1496 

Tramways  Bill 

c.  Withdrawn  July  23,  788 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No*  1) 
Bill 

<?.  Read  2o  J«/y  17,276 
Reported  Jnly  25,  961 
As  amended,  Con.  July  31,  1373 
Read  3%  and  passed  Aug  1,  1664 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2) 
Bill 

r.  Reail  2*  .^wZy  17,  275 
Reported  July  25,  962 
As  amended,  Con.  July  31,  1381 

Transvaal  {see  under  Africa) 

Treaties y  Commercial 

Qs.  Sir  A.  Rollit,  Sir  M.  H.  Beach  ;  As.  Sir  B. 
Grey  July  20,  652;  Qs.  Sir  A.  Rollit, 
Colonel  H.  Vincent,  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  As. 
Sir  E.  Grey  July  30,  1238 

TREVELYAN,  Right  Hon.  SirG.  0. 
(Secretary  for  Scotland),  Glasgow^ 
Bridgeton 
Bravery.  Treasury  Appreciation  of,  1006 

Education 
Dun  net  School  Board,  1559 
Secondary  Education  in  Ayrshire,  26,  366 

Fisheries 
Campbeltown  Loch — Proposed  Hatchery, 

t>65 
Loujjfh  Fyne — Sunday  Fishing,  1015 
Trawling,  27 

Linn  of  Dee,  666,  1002 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Bill,  1665 

Lunacy  Reports,  378,  1006 

Perth  City  Police,  1007 

Trout  Fishing  (Scotland)  Bill 

c.  Con.  in  Com.,  R.P.  July  23,  788 

Trusts  Administration 

Select  Com.  nominated  Aug  I,  1655 

Tuberculosis  Commission  Report 
Qs.  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Chaplin,  Sir  M.  Stewart ; 
As.  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre  July  20,  648 

TuLLY,  Mr.  J.,  Leitrim,  S. 

Inland  Revenue  Officers,  31 

Ireland 
Drunkenness  at  Boyle— Proeecations,  1269 
Godley  Estate  Tenantry,  1004, 1569 
Leitrim — Roman  Catholic  Magistrates,  169 
Lough  Key  Floods,  1006 
Poor  Rate    Collections  in  South  Leitrim, 

1125 
Rinn  and  Black  Birer  Drainage,  364 


I  Turkey 

Armenian  Prisoners  (see  that  title) 

TWEEDMOUTH,  Lord  (Lord  Privy 
Seal  and  ChancelJor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster) 

Betterment  —  Town  Improvements,  Select 
Com.  Report,  344 

NauUcal  Assessors  (Scotland)  Bill,  2R.,  1114 

Parochial  Electors  (Registration  Aooeleza- 
tion)  Bill,  2R.,  334 

Public  Libraries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment 
Bill,  2R.,  1116;  Com.,  1236 

Valuation  of  Lands  (Scotland)  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2R.,  536 ;  Com.,  664 


Unification  of  London 
Q.    Sir   A.    Rollit;    A.    Mr. 
July  19,  381 


Shaw-Le£evre 


XTniforms  Bill 

r.  Con.  in  Com.  (Re-com.)  July  16, 116 

Read  3«,  and  passed  July  23,  788 
/.  Read  2»  July  31,  1365 

Vaccination 

ProseeutwM,    Q.    Mr.    Channing ;    A.    Mr. 
Asquith  July  30,  1247 

Valuation  (HetropoliB)  Bill 

c.  Withdrawn  July  25,  952 

Valuation  of    Lands   (Scotland)   Acts 
Amendment  Bill 

I,  Read  2*  July  20,  536 

Com.;  Reported;  and  Re-com.  to  Standing 
Com.  July  23,  653 

Reported  July  24,  790 

Read  3*,  and  passed  July  26,  998 
c.  Read  1«  Aug  1,1555 

Vincent,  Colonel  C.   E.  H.,  Sheffield^ 
Central 
Commercial  Treaties,  1239 
Foreign  Prison- Made  Brushes,  1240 
German    Prison- Made    Goods — Importation 

into  England,  545 
Merchant  Shipping  Bill,  Re-com.,  1362 
Nicaragua  Canal,  15 
Ottawa  Conference.  811 
Staines  Rifle  Range,  1394 

Supply 

Diplomatic  Service,  1343 
Matabeleland  and  Mashonaland  Agreement  ^ 
&c.,  1480 

Tobago,  Revenue  of,  807 
Volunteers  (see  under  Army) 
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Wales 

Albion  Colliery  ExploHon — Mr.  BoskUl^  Q. 

Mr.  D.  Thomas  ;  A.  Mr.  Asquitb  JtUy  17, 

176 
Bishop  of  St,  Asajfh  and  Mr,  Acland^  Q.  Mr. 

Humphreys-Owen  ;  A.  Mr.  Acland  Av^  2, 

1675 
Brvnmawr     PoHmaster       and      Ptdiiieal 

Organisations,  Q.  Mr.  8,  Leighton  ;  A.  Mr. 

A.MorleyJWy  17, 160 
-  Cemetery  Consecration  in  Cardiganshiret  Q. 

Mr.    Griffith-Boecawen  ;   A.   Mr.  Asquith 

July  30,  1251 
Forestry  Kduoation,  Q.  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis ; 
<     A.  Mr.  Gardner  July  20,  561 
Glebe  and  Tithe,  Return  read,  and  dischargedt 

and  in8tea<l  thereof,  Church  in   Wales  and 

Monmouthshire,  &c.  July  17,  276 
Grants    to  Public  Elementary  Schools^  Q. 

Viscount     Cranbome ;     A.    Mr.    Acland 

July  27.  1138 
Halkyn  Mountain  Quarries,  Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith  ; 

A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  17,  160 
Intermediate   Education  Scheme,    DeHbigh' 

shire,  Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  Acland 

July  27,  11:^6 
Local  Government  Act — Tratulativn  of  into 

Wehh,  Q.  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis ;  A.  Mr.  Shaw- 

LefevreJwIy  24,  804 
Jifines— Sub- Assistant  Inspect ors^  Q.  Mr.  D. 
'-    Thomas ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  17,  176 
Mining  Fatalities,  Inquiries  intOy  Q.  Mr.  D. 

A.  Thomas ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  24,  800 
Post  Ojffice  Appointments,  Q.  Mr.  Spioer  ;  A. 

Mr.  A.  Morley  July  30,  1250 
Rhuddlan  School,  St.  Asaph,  Q.  Mr.  Griffith- 

Boscawen  ;  A.  Mr.  Acland  July  30,  1252 
Trade  Dispute  and  the  Police,   Qs.  Mr.  D. 

Bandell;  As.   Mr.    Asquith   July  16,   22; 

July  17,  177  ;  July  19,  380 
WUls  in  Welsh  Lan0tage,  Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberta  ; 

A.  Sir  J.  Rigby  July  31,  1408 
Wyndliam  Colliery,  Q.  Mr.  Woods ;  A.  Mr. 

Asquith  July  31,  1391 

Wallace,  Mr.  J.  S.,  Tower  Hamlets, 
Limehouse 

Customs  Outport  Clerks,  20 


Walsall  Inebriates'  Retreat 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  30, 
1256 


fValsingham,  Lord — Cottage   Tenantry 

Q.  Mr.  Saunders ;   A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  26, 
1018 

War  Office  (see  Army) 

Warmington,    Mr.   C.  M.,  Monmouth, 
W. 

Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1612 


Warner,  Mr.  T.  C.  T.,  Somerset^  N. 

Supply— Government  Employ^  and  Digtrict 
and  Parish  Councils,  1801 

Wason,  Mr.  E.,  Ayrshire,  S. 

Scotch  Coftl  Strike,  1016 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent  July  20,  489 

WAYS  AND  MEANS 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  3)  Bill 
Res.  to  grant  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
towards  making  good  Supply  for  the 
year  ending  31st  day  of  March,  1895, 
£17,715,550  ;  Com.  July  23,  788 ;  Report 
July  24,  896 

Webb,  Mr.  A.,  Waterford,  W. 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

Cora.,  cl.  1,  1524 
Indian  Opium  Reports,  1130 

Webster,  Mr.  R.  G.,  St.  Pancras,  E. 
Corea — Chino^apanese  War,  1573 
.Equalisation  of    Rates  (London)  BUI,  2R., 

819,  821,  878,  909,  912  ;  Motion   for  Select 

CJom.,  949 
Meeting    Places    for     Religious    and    other 

Bodies,  375 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Bill,  2B.. 

1663 
Staines  Rifle  Range,  1394 
West  Ham  Town  Clerkships,  363 

Webster,  Sir  R.  E.,  Isle  of  Wight 
Supply— Rating   of    Government    Property, 
1278 

Wedderburn,  Sir  W.,  Banffshire 
Business  of  the  House  (Ministerial  Statement), 
Motion  for  Adjournment  of  the  House,  413 

India 
Bengal  Legislative  Council,  1560 
Kine,  Slaughter  of,  1026 
Mitchell,  Mr.,  Appointment  of,  549 
Public  Service  Commission,  1026 
Troopships,  1572 

Weir,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Ross  and  Cromarty 
Building  Bye- Laws  in  the  Metropolis,  1256 
Business  of  the  House,  285 
Hampstead— House  Construction,  1254 
Houses  of  Parliament,  Ventilation  of,  1268 
London  Streets  and  Buildings  Bill,  Con.,  10 
Quarter  Sessions— Bar  Practice,  1266 

Scotland 
Dog   Licence    Prosecution  —  Case    of    D. 

Macrae,  23 
Insanitary   Dwellings  in  Sutherlandshire, 
1255 
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fFest  Ham  Town  Clerkships  (see  under 
Local  Government  Board) 

Wharton,    Mr.    J.   L.,    York,     W.R.^ 
Ripon 

Habitual  Inebriates,  162 

Whitbread,  Mr.  S.,  Bedford 

Business  of  the  House — Procedure  on  the 
Biricteil  Tenants  (IreUnd)  Bill,  Res.,  1442, 
1448 

Wm TELAW,  Mr.  W.,  Perth 

Military  iService  Abroad,  803 
Post  CartlH,  Re-addressing,  880 
Scotland 

Bravery.  Treasury  Appreciation  of,  1005 

Perth  City  Police,  1006 

Perth  Post  Office,  801 

Railways — Hours  of  Labour,  691     • 

Whitelev,  Mr.  G.,  Stockport 

Supply— Pondoland,  Annexation  of,  1468 

Whitmore,  Mr.  C.  A.,  Chelsea 

Equalisation  of  TUt^  (London)  Hill^  2R.,  864 
London  Streets  and  Buildings  Bill,  Con.,  12 

Whittaker,  Mr.  T.  P.,    Yark^  W.R^ 
Spen  Valley 
Building  Societies  (No.  2)  Bill,  Con.,  1616  ' 

WUd    Birds'    Proteotion    Act    aSSO) ! 
Amendment   Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent  July  20 

Williams,     Mr.     J.     Carrell,     Notts^ 
Mansjleld  ' 

Cemetery  Fees  at  Dalton-in-Fumese,  1387 
Church  Patronage  Bill,  Con.,  830 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  112 

Williams,  Mr.  J.  Powell,  Birmingham. 

S. 
Canal  Tolls  and  Charget  Provisional  Cider 

(No.  4)  Bill,  Con.,  1372 
London  Police  Magiatratea — ^Caseof  Elisabeth 

Saunders,  I H2;  1398 
Supply— Law  Officers,  ISOO 

WiLLox,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Liverpool^  Everton 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill, 
Con.,  1376 


WiLsox,  Mr.  John,  Durham,  Mid. 

Business  of  the  House,  283,  284 

Wilson,  Mr.  John,  Lanark,  Govan 

Scotch  Coal  Strike,  1017 

Winter  Assizes  Acts,  1876  to  1890 
Copies  pres.  July  24,  896 


WoLMER,  Viscount,  Edinburgh,  W. 

Army  Estimates — Chelsea  and  Eilmainham 

Hospitals,  316 
Bricted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.,  rl.  1,  1055,  1159 
Perth  City  Police,  1006 
Post  Office  Classification,  1010 

Women's  Suffrage  Bill 

I.  2R.  negatived  July  20,  535 

WOODALL,  Mk.  W.  (Financial  Secre- 
tary to  tho  War  Office),  Hanley 

Army  Est! mates 
Waltham   Abbey  Powder  Factory  Explo- 
sions— Pensionii,  328 
Londonderry  Barracks.  1562 
Woolwich  Arsenal  —Labourers'  Wages,  375 

Woods,  Forests^  and  Land  Revenues  of 
the  Crown 

Halkyn  Mountain  Quart 'w4,  Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith  ; 

A.  Mr.  Asquith  July  17,  160 
Her  Majettyt   Theatre,   Pall  Mall,  Q.  Mrt 

Knox  ;  A.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert  Aug  2,  1679 

Woods,  Mr.  8.,  Lancashire^  Inee 

B  twin  ess  of  the  House,  283,  284 
Coal  Dnst  Bxplosions,  1007 
Wyndham  Colliery,  South  Wales,  1391 

WoRTLEY,  Mr.  C.  B.  Stuart-,  Sheffield, 
HaUam 

Angio-Belglan  Agreement,  28,  30 
Balfour,  Jabei— Extradition  of,  I5S5 
Coal  Mioes  (Ch^^jk  Weigher)  Bill,  2R.,   1661 
London  Street*  and  Buildings  Bill,  Con.,  7 
Mc '  I'l"^  r   •    Mines,  Inspectors  of,  1405 
Scotch  Coal  Strike,  1016 
Supply  —Metalliferous    Mines    Inspectors^ 
Mr.  Leek,  &c.,  1457 

Wyndham,  Mr.  G.,  Dover 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Arbitration  Bill, 
2R.,  606,  613,  616,  617,  618;  Com.,  eU  1, 
1059,1085,  1097,1170,1197 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  92,  93 

Youxo,  Mr.  S.,  Cavan,  E. 
Belfast  School  of  Telegraphy,  384 
Belfast  Telegraph  Office,  384 


I  Zanxibar  Indemnity  Bill 

I  e.  Bead  3^  and  passed  July  16,  116 
iZ.  Bead  I'^July  17,  157 
\      Bead  2*  July  19,  335 
j      Com. ;  Reported,  &c.,  July  20,  637 
I      Bead  3*,  and  passed  July  23,  656 
Boyal  Assent  July  31 
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